Lousiana  Conference  opens  new  year  with  a  new  newspaper 


This  is  the  first  edition  of  a  brand  new 
newspaper  for  the  Louisiana  Conference! 

New  in  everything  but  the  name:  THE 
LOUISIANA  METHODIST  will  continue 
to  be  the  name  of  our  paper. 

Since  the  beginning,  our  conference 
newspaper  has  been  edited  and  published 
in  Little  Rock,  Arkansas.  The  reason  is 
simple.  When  in  1939,  the  three  main 
streams  of  Methodism  merged  to  form 
the  Methodist  Church,  the  two  Arkansas 
Conferences  and  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  were  in  one  Area;  that  is,  under 
supervision  of  one  bishop. 

At  that  time,  the  episcopal  residence 
was  in  Little  Rock,  so  it  was  natural  that 
the  conference  news  center  would  be  in 
that  location.  In  1960,  the  Louisiana 
Conference  was  designated  a  separate 
Area  with  New  Orleans  as  the  episcopal 
residence  and  received  a  new  bishop, 
Aubrey  G.  Walton. 


Due  to  the  fine  job  the  Arkansas  office 
had  done  publishing  the  LOUISIANA 
METHODIST  newspaper  at  that  loca¬ 
tion,  the  same  arrangement  was  con¬ 
tinued,  with  a  commission  set  up  with 
equal  membership  of  Arkansas  and 
Louisiana  people  to  supervise  the  news¬ 
paper. 

Over  the  years,  as  our  Conference 
became  more  established  as  a  new 
organization  in  the  Methodist  church,  it 
was  felt  by  some  that  we  should  have  our 
own  newspaper,  edited  and  published 
inside  the  borders  of  the  state  of 
Louisiana.  This  feeling  grew  and  upon 
the  election  and  reception  of  Bishop  Finis 
Crutchfield  in  1972,  this  was  crystalized 
into  a  plan  to  work  towards  our  own 
paper. 

This  past  December,  the  Conference 
Council  on  Ministries  took  action  to 
accomplish  the  setting  up  of  our  own 


LOUISIANA  METHODIST  reporter 
newspaper,  using  the  very  successful  and 
nationally  acclaimed  UNITED  METH¬ 
ODIST  REPORTER  staff  in  Dallas, 
Texas  to  actually  print  the  paper.  But  the 
paper  would  edited  and  prepared  right 
here  in  Louisiana,  in  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Council  on  Ministries  office 
in  Shreveport.  Cecil  Bland  of  the  Confer¬ 
ence  staff  is  handling  the  editorial 
responsibilities. 

The  old  Arkansas-Louisiana  Commis¬ 
sion  for  the  newspaper  has  been  reacti¬ 
vated  with  the  duty  of  being  a  publishing 
committee  for  the  new  newspaper,  a  sort 
of  watch-dog  relationship  over  the  affairs 
of  preparing  the  paper. 

An  active  campaign  has  been  em¬ 
barked  upon  to  increase  membership  in 
the  districts  of  those  who  subscribe  to  the 
paper.  This  past  year’s  total  subscription 


to  the  LOUISIANA  METHODIST  was 
close  to  10,000.  It  is  hoped  that  many, 
many  more  of  the  more  than  30,000 
United  Methodist  families  in  Louisiana 
will  join  in  the  number  of  subscribers,  to 
become  better  informed  about  their 
church  on  all  levels:  local,  district, 
conference,  the  country  and  the  world. 

This  week  of  Jan.  20-26,  1974  is 
LOUISIANA  METHODIST  subscription 
week.  Packets  of  materials  have  been 
sent  to  each  church  pastor  to  distribute 
among  his  congregation.  Or  if  you  wish, 
there  is  a  subscription  form  at  the  bottom 
of  this  page. 

Note  the  new  rate:  $2.50  per  subscrip¬ 
tion,  which  is  down  from  $3.00  last  year. 
The  new  family  rate,  which  applies  if  all 
the  resident  members  of  a  church  are 
going  to  subscribe,  is  just  $2.00  per 
person.  And  this  new  low  rate  pays  for  52 
issues  of  the  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 


per  year,  instead  ot  50. 

We  hope  you  enjoy  this  special  edition 
of  the  new  paper.  The  regular  publication 
of  the  paper  on  a  weekly  basis  will  begin 
the  first  week  in  March,  1974. 

Between  now  and  then,  we  will  be 
processing  news  stories  and  photos  from 
all  over  Louisiana.  Remember  the  new 
address  where  to  send  your  news:  THE 


LOUISIANA  METHODIST,  P.O.  BOX 
4325,  Shreveport,  Louisiana  71104. 

All  of  us  involved  in  the  preparation  of 
this  paper  are  excited  and  grateful  for 
the  opportunity  to  work  on  this  new 
publication.  We  hope  sincerely,  that  you 
are  also  excited  about  the  opportunities 
this  new  paper  will  bring  to  you,  and  the 
Louisiana  Conference  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  Happy  New  Year! 
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The  Bishop ’s  message 

George  Hunter’s  splendid  article  in  the  Winter  edition  of  the  Perkins  Journal 
calls  us  again  to  consider  evangelism,  reminding  us  of  the  central  opportunity 
and  duty  of  the  church.  Happier  days  are  now  beginning  to  dawn  for  us,  as  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  is  reporting  a  strong  net  gain  in  membership  for 
the  year  1973,  and  both  the  Conference  Council  on  Ministries  and  the  World 
Methodist  Council  are  fixing  evangelism  as  a  prime  concern  for  this  year.  It  is 
believed  that  the  next  twelve  months  will  be  characterized  by  joyful  witnessing 
and  substantial  advances  in  evangelistic  endeavor. 

Perhaps  an  evangelistic  instrument  in  our  conference  will  continue  to  be  this 
paper,  issued  today  under  new  management  and  with  a  new  format.  Surely  the 
Louisiana  Methodist  will  increasingly  become  the  lifeline  of  the  conference 
work  and  program,  the  agent  of  carrying  good  news  about  the  Good  News,  and 
undoubtedly,  if  our  conference  is  to  fulfil  its  role  properly,  every  informed 
Methodist  must  be  a  subscriber.  We  urge  you  to  help  make  this  a  reality. 

The  first  regular  issue  to  our  people  in  March  should  be  memorable  and 
exciting.  We  urge  your  full  participation. 

Faithfully. 


Finis  A.  Crutchfield  Bishop 


Don  Cottrill  appointed 
director  of  education 


The  Reverend  Don  Cottrill,  Associate 
Director  of  the  Conference  Council  on 
Ministries,  has  been  appointed  Director 
of  Education  for  the  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference.  He  succeeds  Dr.  J.  Woodrow 
Hearn,  Lake  Charles  District  Superin¬ 
tendent,  who  held  this  position  while 
Director  of  the  Conference  Council. 

This  position  has  been  added  to  Mr. 
Cottrill ’s  portfolio  which  also  includes 
the  positions  of  Conference  Coordinator 
of  Youth  and  Young  Adult  Ministries; 
Coordinator  of  Campus  Ministries  and 
Chairperson  of  the  Conference  Camping 
Committee,  as  well  as  continuing 
relationships  with  other  conference 
boards  and  agencies. 

As  Conference  Director  of  Education, 
Mr.  Cottrill  will  be  responsible  for 
coordinating  and  arranging  leadership 
development  training  enterprises 
throughout  the  conference  in  local 
church,  district  and  conference 
workshops  and  laboratory  schools,  and 
will  work  directly  with  the  Conference 
Board  of  Education  in  this  assignment. 

The  educational  program  of  our  church 


involves  programming  for  all  age  levels 
in  the  total  life  of  the  church,  including 
church  school  and  additional  educational 
functions. 

He  is  an  elder  in  the  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference  as  well  as  a  certified  Minister  of 
Education.  He  is  a  charter  member  of  the 
newly  formed  Louisiana  Chapter  of  the 
Christian  Educators  Fellowship  and  is  a 
certified  laboratory  leader  in  senior  high 
ministries. 

Requests  for  workshops,  laboratory 
schools  and  other  training  experiences  in 
the  area  of  Christian  education  should  be 
sent  to  Reverend  Don  Cottrill  at  the 
Conference  Office,  P.O.  Box  4325, 
Shreveport,  Louisiana  71104. 


Annual  Conference  to  meet 
in  called  session  March  2 


Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield  has  an¬ 
nounced  a  special  one-day  called  session 
of  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  to  be 
held  Saturday,  March  2, 1974.  The  session 
will  open  at  8:45  A.M.  in  the  sanctuary  of 
the  First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Baton  Rouge.  This  will  be  the  first  time  in 
10  years  that  a  special  session  has  been 
called  in  the  Louisiana  Conference. 

The  purpose  of  the  called  session  is  to 
consider  the  following  three  items: 

(1)  To  consider  ratification  of  the 
charter  and  new  articles  of  incorporation 
of  the  LaFon  Protestant  Home,  a  home 
for  the  aged  in  New  Orleans,  and  to  ex¬ 
plain  the  relationships  involved.  This 
Home  is  one  of  the  many  institutions 


Centenary  Interim  program 
sends  96  on  tour  of  Europe 


Ninety-six  Centenary  College  students 
and  faculty  members  departed 
Shreveport  on  Delta  Airlines,  Wed.,  Jan. 


Centenary  College  Choir  director  Dr.  William  Ballard  [center]  is  flanked  by  choir 
members  Pam  Solomon  [left]  of  Monroe  and  Mike  Reedy  [right]  of  El  Dorado, 
Arkansas,  prior  to  their  departure  for  London  for  a  three-week  Interim  tour. 

Enlistment  secretaries 
workshop  announced 

terpretation  of  church  occupations;  to 
help  youth  and  adults  to  understand 
vocations  from  a  Christian  point  of  view 
and  to  acquaint  them  with  resources  and 
materials  to  aid  in  this  interpretation. 

Dates  designated  for  these  workshops 
in  the  various  districts  are:  Jan.  20,  Lake 
Charles  district;  Feb.  8,  New  Orleans 
district;  Feb.  22,  Shreveport  district; 
Feb.  23,  Ruston  district;  Feb.  24,  Monroe 
District;  Mar.  8,  Natchitoches  district; 
Mar.  15,  Lafayette  district;  March  16, 
Baton  Rouge  district;  and  March  17, 
Hammond  district. 


3,  enroute  to  Europe  where  they  will 
spend  the  three-week  Interim  period  in 
study  abroad. 

The  group  included  the  41  members  of 
the  Centenary  College  Choir  and  it’s 
director  Dr.  William  Ballard  and  Mrs. 
Ballard;  Dr.  Viva  Rainey,  professor  of 
history  and  government;  Professor 
William  Teague,  adjunct  professor  of 
organ;  Williard  Cooper,  chairman  of  the 
art  department  and  Robert  Buseick  and 
Barbara  Acker  from  the  Marjorie  Lyons 
Playhouse. 

The  group  flew  by  chartered  jet  from 
New  York  to  Heathrow  Airport  in  London 
tonight. 

Shortly  after  their  arrival,  the  choir 
traveled  immediately  to  Winchester 
where  they  presented  the  first  of  a  series 
of  concerts  in  England.  Their  intenerary 
includes  stops  at  Salisbury,  Wells,  Bath, 
Stratford,  York,  Cambridge  and  visits  to 
Wesminster  Abbey  and  Windsor  Castle 
and  Hampton  Court. 

A  group  of  art  students  and  music 
majors  will  accompany  Professor 
Cooper  and  Teague  over  much  the  same 
route  as  the  choir  where  they  will  visit 
the  great  art  museums  and  cathedrals  of 
Great  Britian. 

Upon  arrival  in  London,  a  group  of 
history  students  under  the  tutelage  of  Dr. 


A  “Pre-Conference  Report’’  on  these 
matters  to  be  considered  at  this  meeting 
will  be  mailed  to  all  delegates  at  least  30- 
days  prior  to  the  March  2  date.  This  is 
according  to  the  rules  in  the  Book  of 
Discipline. 

The  last  previous  special  session  of  the 
Conference  was  held  January  28,  1963, 
just  10  years  ago.  That  session  was  held 
at  the  old  First  Methodist  Church  in 
Alexandria,  and  presided  over  by  Bishop 
Aubrey  G.  Walton.  The  purpose  of  *the 
session  was  to  consider  and  act  upon  a 
request  by  Centenary  College  of 
Shreveport  for  authorization  of  a 
“professionally  directed,  conference- 
wide  financial  campaign”  for  the  college 
to  raise  funds,  and  also  for  hearing  and 
acting  upon  a  report  by  the  Episcopal 
Residence  Committee  concerning  a  new 
episcopal  residence.  This  residence  is  the 
present  episcopal  address  in  New 
Orleans. 


Rainey  will  split  off  from  the  group  and 
will  attend  an  International  Student 
Class  in  London  for  the  first  week.  Their 
second  and  third  weeks  will  include  a  bus 
tour  of  Spain,  Portugal  and  Morrocco 
where  they  will  visit  the  captial  cities  and 
the  counti7side. 

Another  group  of  16  drama  students 
will  see  a  series  of  plays  during  their  21 
days  in  London.  Under  the  direction  of 
Marjorie  Lyons  Playhouse  director 
Robert  Buseick  and  instructor  Barbara 
Acker,  they  will  see  many  of  the  major 
productions  in  London  and  will  be  af¬ 
forded  opportunities  to  visit  with  the 
performers  backstage.  They  will  also 
attend  a  series  of  seminars  on  all  phases 
of  theater  production  in  the  British 
capital,  and  hope  to  attend  briefly  at 
least  one  of  the  drama  schools  there. 

The  group  will  depart  London  on 
Friday,  January  25  and  is  expected  to 
arrive  back  in  Shreveport  at  10:24  that 
same  night. 

The  overseas  tour  is  a  part  of  the 
Interim  Program  at  Centenary,  a  one 
month  period  between  the  spring  and  fall 
semesters  when  students  are  offered 
special  enrichment  courses  rather  than 
the  regular  academic  offerings. 
Registration  for  the  spring  semester  has 
been  scheduled  for  Monday,  Jan.  28. 


related  to  the  Louisiana  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  in  our  state. 

(2)  To  receive  the  property  and 
facilities  of  the  INN,  previously  known  as 
the  BUSINESS  GIRL’S  INN  in 
Shreveport,  as  a  gift  and  to  consider  the 
recommendation  for  the  disposal  of  this 
formerly  active  institution  “to  the  ad¬ 
vantage  of  the  projects  in  Louisiana 
formerly  sponsored  by  the  Women’s 
Society  of  Christian  Service  and  the 
Wesleyan  Service  Guild.” 

(3)  To  receive  the  report  of  the 
Structure  Study  Committee  established 
by  the  Annual  Conference  18  months  ago. 

Delegates  to  this  session  of  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  are 
automatically  the  same  delegates  who 
served  at  the  regular  session  in  May, 

1973,  unless  new  persons  have  been 
elected  according  to  the  Book  of 
Discipline. 

The  one-day  session  is  expected  to  end 
approximately  by  mid-afternoon. 

Editorial  policy  of  the 
United  Methodist  Reporter 

Reverend  Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III, 

Editor-General  Manager  of  the  UNITED 
METHODIST  REPORTER,  a  weekly 
newspaper  serving  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  makes  the  following  statement 
under  his  masthead  in  each  issue  of  the 
paper: 

‘The  United  Methodist  Reporter  is 
owned  by  the  United  Methodist  Con¬ 
ferences  of  Texas  and  is  published  by  the 
Informational  Services  Division  of  the 
United  Methodist  Communications 
Council  as  a  wholly  owned  subsidiary  of 
the  Texas  Methodist  newspaper.  The 
Reporter  maintains  no  official 
relationship  to  the  United  Methodist 
General  Conference  or  to  any  of  the 
denomination’s  general  boards  or 
agencies,  but  does  serve  as  the  official 


publication  for  19  (now  20  including 
Louisiana)  annual  conferences  which 
publish  special  regional  editions. 

“The  Reporter  maintains  an  in¬ 
dependent  editorial  policy  aimed  at 
providing  its  readers  with  a  broad 
spectrum  of  information  and  viewpoints 
consistent  with  the  pluralism  of  United 
Methodist’s  membership.  Editorial 
opinions  are  not  necessarily  those  of  the 
publisher,  but  represent  the  opinions  of 
the  Reporter’s  editorial  staff.  Signed 
articles  of  opinion  appearing  in  the 
Reporter  are  the  views  of  the  author  and 
not  necessarily  those  of  the  Reporter 
Staff.” 

These  statements  refer  to  the  inner 
pages  of  the  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 
as  it  is  now  published. 


Methodists  grow,  give  more 


The  conference  Commission  on 
Enlistment  for  Church  Vocations  is 
sponsoring  district  workshops  for  local 
church  secretaries  of  Enlistment  during 
the  months  of  January,  February  and 
March  this  year.  Miss  J.  Vernita  Booker, 
chairman  of  the  commission  and 
Reverend  Don  Cottrill,  Associate 
Director  of  the  Conference  Council  on 
Ministries  are  organizing  these  events. 

These  workshops  are  designed  to 
provide  local  church  secretaries  of 
Enlistment  with  skills  in  the  in- 


District  workshops  for  local  church 
lay  leaders  set  in  February 


What  does  a  lay  leader  in  a  local 
church  do? 

That’s  a  burning  question  that  has 
mystified  not  only  the  rest  of  the 
congregations  in  many  churches,  but 
also  has  troubled  the  man  or  woman 
elected  to  the  position  of  church  lay 
leader,  and  the  church  pastor,  as  well. 

Which  results  in  situations  like:  the  lay 
leader  shows  up  once  a  year  to  organize 
the  Laity  Day  service  (in  October),  and 
the  rest  of  the  time  is  only  visible  as  a 
name  and  a  title  on  various  church  lists. 

To  help  the  lay  leaders  discover  their 
duties  and  opportunities  for  service  in 
their  home  churches,  a  series  of  district 
workshops  have  been  scheduled  in 


February  this  year.  Cecil  Bland, 
Associate  Director  of  the  Conference 
Council  on  Ministries  office  will  be  the 
resource  person  at  these  sessions. 

Dates  have  been  confirmed  for  these 
workshops  in  the  districts  shown  as  of 
this  date:  Feb.  11,  Alexandria  District; 
Feb.  12,  Baton  Rouge  district;  Feb.  14, 
Lafayette  District;  Feb.  19  Monroe 
District;  Feb.  26,  Shreveport  district  and 
Feb.  27  Ruston  district. 

All  the  sessions  will  begin  at  7:00  P.M. 
and  last  approximately  two  hours.  No 
costs  are  involved  except  manuals,  etc. 
which  those  present  may  wish  to  pur¬ 
chase.  Pastors  of  local  churches  are 
invited  to  attend  the  sessions. 


More  members,  more  money.  This  is 
the  trend  in  United  Methodism  in  the 
Louisiana  Conference  according  to  bish¬ 
op  Finis  A.  Crutchfield.  The  bishop  spoke 
at  the  opening  of  the  annual  Convocation 
of  Boards  held  Jan.  11-12  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Alexandria. 

The  Bishop  said  that  total  conference 
giving  for  this  past  year  was  up  $60,000 
over  1972  and  that  “there  is  also  a  net 
gain  in  membership,  a  reversal  of  a  trend 
of  many  years.” 

The  bishop  believes  that  this  country’s 
problems  are  in  reality  the  result  of  a 
breakdown  of  morals  of  the  people. 

"We  are  living  in  a  time  of  character 
and  integrity  crisis,”  he  declared,  “and 
the  church  was  made  for  times  like  these. 
The  times  call  for  what  we  have  to  offer 
and  we’re  responding.” 

Dr.  J.  Woodrow  Hearn  of  Lake 
Charles,  chairman  of  the  conference 
structure  study  committee,  said  the 
Louisiana  annual  Conference  will  meet 
March  2  in  Baton  Rouge  to  consider 
proposals  submitted  by  his  committee, 
which  he  said,  are  designed  to  meet  the 
priority  given  the  committee  to  strength¬ 
en  the  local  church. 

Among  the  recommendations  were: 
Realignment  of  boards  and  agencies, 
council  on  ministries  make  up,  job 
descriptions  and  staff  and  districts  (9 
instead  of  10). 

Also  proposed  is  an  administrative 
assistant  for  the  bishop,  new  rules  of 
order  for  parliamentary  procedures, 
changes  in  the  nominating  committee  of 


the  conference,  and  management  of 
invested  funds  of  boards  and  agencies. 

Rev.  L.  Ray  Branton,  co-director  of  the 
Council  on  Ministries,  of  Shreveport,  said 
priorities  for  conference  boards  for  the 
coming  year  are  concern  for  persons  and 
evangelism.  He  asked  each  board  to 
make  specific  program  proposals  based 
on  these  two  priorities  for  the  year. 

Rev.  Spurgeon  Dunnam  III  of  Dallas, 
Texas,  editor  of  the  United  Methodist 
Reporter,  which  will  print  the  new 
Louisiana  Methodist,  explained  the  oper¬ 
ation  of  his  organization  which  prints  150 
editions  of  weekly  church  papers  for  20 
conferences  and  130  local  United  Method¬ 
ist  churches. 

The  two-day  meeting  was  climaxed 
with  a  reporting  session  by  the  chair¬ 
persons  of  the  boards  represented. 
Among  the  programs  mentioned  were: 
New  emphasis  on  leadership  education 
and  lab  schools  ;  training  lay  persons  for 
pastoral  care;  a  series  of  prayer  retreats 
or  conferences  beginning  with  the  bishop 
and  cabinet  and  continuing  over  the  year 
through  conference,  district,  and  local 
church  groups;  special  evangelistic  pro¬ 
grams  through  the  year  on  conference, 
district,  and  local  church  levels; 
emphasis  upon  church  extension  and 
establishment  of  new  congregations;  a 
stronger  chaplaincy  program  (Golden 
Cross);  town  and  country  workshops 
with  emphasis  on  the  strengthening  of 
the  small  country  and  urban  churches; 
and  announcement  of  a  new  tax  sheltered 
annuity  program  for  mnisters. 


Sunday  morning,  Dec.  16.  on  behalf  of  the  United  Methodist  Women  of  the  First 
United  Methodist  Church  of  Leesville  Mrs.  Raymond  Palmer,  president,  presented 
life  membership  pins  to  Mr.  H.  W.  Morris  and  Mr.  John  R.  Monk,  Jr.  in  appreciation 
for  their  interest  and  help  in  the  program  of  the  United  Methodist  Women.  From  left 
to  right:  W.  H.  Morris,  Mrs.  Raymond  Palmer  and  John  R.  Monk,  Jr. 
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■  Editorial  v:- 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Our  life-style:  excellence  or  mediocrity? 


If  any  one  thing  characterized  the  faith 
of  Paul  the  Apostle,  it  was  a  conviction 
that  God’s  grace  is  greater  than  man’s 
sin. 

The  church  —  understood  here  as  all 
the  people  of  God  —  has  pretty  well 
bought  Paul’s  view  of  God's  grace. 

If  any  one  thing  characterized  the  life¬ 
style  of  Paul  the  Apostle,  it  was  an 
overwhelming  compulsion  to  put  aside 
sin  and  to  live  as  nearly  a  perfect  life  of 
Christian  discipleship  as  possible. 

The  church  has  bought  the  words 
“commitment”  and  “discipleship.”  It 
seems  safe  to  conclude,  however,  that  the 
majority  of  its  membership  has  not 
bought  Paul’s  life-style. 

The  word  which  describes  Paul’s  life¬ 
style  most  clearly  is  “excellence.”  The 
commitment  and  discipleship  to  which  he 
called  the  early  church  was  not  half¬ 
hearted  or  part-time.  It  was  not  cheap  or 
easy,  but  costly  and  difficult.  It 
demanded  that  the  disciple  literally 
spend  himself:  “Forgetting  what  lies 
behind  and  straining  forward  to  what  lies 
ahead,  I  press  on  toward  the  goal  for  the 
prize  of  the  upward  call  of  God  in  Christ 
Jesus.” 

The  word  which  describes  the  type  of 
commitment  and  discipleship  practiced 
by  most  of  us  1974-style-Christians  is 
"mediocrity.” 

A  frightening  tendency  has  developed 
among  many  of  us  in  recent  years:  we 
have  ceased  aspiring  to  ideals  in  favor  of 
“accepting  reality.”  In  the  lives  of  many, 
truth,  honor,  justice,  purity,  loveliness, 
graciousness,  excellence  and  acts  worthy 
of  praise  have  been  cynically  set  aside  as 
impossible  or  unworkable  goals.  Fur¬ 
ther,  many  of  us  have  become  so  com¬ 
fortable  and  satisfied  with  our  affluent 
“reality”  that  we  have  lost  any  desire  to 
strive  for  “the  upward  call  of  God.”  What 
would  happen  if  every  Christian 
recognized  that  these  virtues  do  not 
prevail  in  the  world  today,  but  never¬ 
theless  made  a  personal  commitment  to 
see  that  they  are  taken  seriously  and 
actualized  during  1974? 

If  half  or  even  one-third  of  our 
congregation’s  membership  is  in  at¬ 
tendance  on  a  given  Sunday,  most  of  us 
are  elated.  But  what  of  the  other  half  or 
two-thirds  which  did  not  attend  — 
especially  those  who  never  attend? 

Most  of  us  pat  ourselves  on  the  back  if 
our  congregation  takes  in  more  members 
during  a  year’s  time  than  it  loses  —  even 
if  the  vast  majority  of  the  new  members 
are  simply  transfers  -  from  other 
congregations.  But  what  are  we  doing  to 
proclaim  the  gospel  and  act  it  out  for  the 
countless  persons  in  our  community  who 
are  unrelated  to  any  religious  group? 

Often  our  church  groups  give  higher 
priority  to  trivial  matters  than  to  the 
“first  things”  of  the  gospel.  If  all  church 
groups  would  spend  half  as  much  time 


-A  vision  for  the  church- 


JANUARY  18. 1974 


6 We  need  an  increase 
in  religious  belief 


This  is  the  sixteenth  in  a  con¬ 
tinuing  series  of  -  messages  to  the 
church  from  United  Methodism’s 
highest  elected  officials  —  its  bish¬ 
ops.  Each  of  the  denomination's 
bishops  was  invited  by  TM/UMR 
Editor  Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III  to 
share  his  hopes  and  dreams  for  the 
church  by  answering  this  question: 
"If  you  could  cause  one  trend,  or 
emphasis,  or  change,  or  program,  or 
event,  or  attitude  to  develop  across 
the  United  Methodist  Church  today, 
what  would  it  be?”  This  week’s 
response  is  by  F.  Gerald  Ensley. 
resident  bishop  of  the  West  Ohio 
Area  with  offices  in  Columbus. 
Articles  by  other  bishops  will  appear 
in  subsequent  issues. 

By  F.  GERALD  ENSLEY 
If  there  is  one  item  that  I  would 


like  to  see  accomplished  it  would 
be  an  increase  of  religious  belief 
among  the  people  called  United 
Methodists. 

The  thing  that  cripples  the 
church  more  than  anything  else  in 
our  time,  in  my  judgment,  is  that 
so  many  of  us  do  not  really  believe 
the  affirmations  of  the  Christian 
faith.  Yes,  we  have  a  hazy  notion 
that  there  is  a  Supreme  Being,  but 
that  this  Being  is  a  Person  who 
enters  intimately  into  the  life  of 
every  one  of  us  ...  who  is  working 
steadily  to  take  from  us  the  things 
that  are  spoiling  life  ...  who  is 
giving  us  power  and  direction,  — 
there  are  not  many  Americans, 
or  United  Methodists,  who  really 
believe  that  in  their  vitals.  The 
hazy,  half-humanistic  atheism  of 


Bishop  Ensley 
our  culture  regarding  ultimate 
things  has  whipped  us. 

If  the  basic  teachings  of 
Christian  theism  were  to  become 
living  realities  for  us,  both  our 
personal  lives  and  our  society 
would  be  renewed. 

I  have  no  prescription  for  ac¬ 
complishing  this  most  desirable 
end.  Certainly  it  will  require 
association  with  the  great 
documents  of  our  tradition  which 
express  the  faith,  as  well  as  in¬ 
timacy  with  those  persons  who 
still  are  moved  by  the  Christian 
revelation.  But  in  the  end  it  will 
come  when  God  wills  it;  and  we 
are  taught  to  believe  that  He  will 
will  it  when  we  are  ready  to 
respond. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


A  self-righteous  approach  won’t 
succeed  in  ‘stamping  out’  drinking 


‘When  Christ  calls  a  man,  he  bids  him 
come  and  die’  —Dietrich  Bonhoeffer 


seeking  out  individuals  with  needs  — 
physical,  emotional,  or  spiritual  —  as 
they  do  engaging  in  money-making 
projects  and  socializing,  who  can  guess 
what  the  results  might  be? 

Individually,  many  of  us  —  especially 
the  clergy  —  have  rebelled  against  the 
notion  of  being  held  up  by  the  church  and 
society  as  “an  example.”  But  why 
shouldn’t  every  Christian  wish  to  live  an 
exemplary  life? 

For  many,  leisure  has  become  an  end- 
in-itself  rather  than  a  means  of  making 
us  whole  persons.  The  “all  work”  life¬ 
style  has  rightfully  been  thrown  out  as  a 
demonic  abuse  of  human  life.  For  two 
many,  however,  it  has  been  replaced  by  a 
desire  for  “all  play”.  Actualized,  an  “all 
play”  life-style  is  equally  as  demonic. 
Where,  for  us,  is  the  wholeness  which 
comes  from  the  single-minded  commit¬ 
ment  to  Christ  of  which  Paul  spoke?:  “I 
have  been  crucified  with  Christ;  it  is  no 
longer  I  who  lives,  but  Christ  who  lives  in 
me.” 


There  are  numerous  exceptions  to  this 
trend  both  in  pulpit  and  pew.  You  who 
have  “bought”  excellence  in  discipleship 
as  well  as  a  reliance  on  God’s  grace  know 
who  you  are  and  need  not  be  offended  by 
these  words.  Either  by  the  quality  of  your 
life  or  the  quantitative  results  of  your 
efforts  —  or  both  —  your  commitment  to 
excellence  may  be  known  by  others  as 
well. 

You  who  have  been  satisfied  with 
mediocrity  in  commitment  and 
discipleship  also  know  who  you  are. 
Because  of  God’s  grace,  there  is  both  an 
opportunity  for  forgiveness  and  for  a 
change  in  attitude  and  action  among 
those  of  us  who  have  been  mediocre  in 
our  discipleship. 

Most  of  1974  is  still  in  front  of  us. 
Wouldn’t  the  results  be  astounding  if 
each  of  us  committed  ourselves  to  giving 
nothing  less  than  our  best  to  being  wit¬ 
nesses  for  Christ  —  in  word  and  ac¬ 
tion  —  for  the  remainder  of  this  year 
and  from  then  on? 


To  the  Editor: 

I  am  sorry  to  see  that  some  United 
Methodists  disagree  with  the  Rev. 
Thomas  Price,  director  fo  the  Dept,  of 
Drug  and  Alcohol  Concerns  of  the 
I  General  Board  of  Church  and  Society,  in 
'  his  approach  to  problems  of  alcohol  and 
|  with  the  Nov.  23rd  article,  “New 
Attitudes  Born  as  Temperance  Board 
Dies.”  Mr.  Price  pinpointed  the  concern 
on  behavior  problems  related  to  drinking 
rather  than  drinking  per  se.  This  is  an 
honest  and  realistic  approach. 

First,  any  study  on  alcoholism  in¬ 
dicates  that  alcoholics  are  most  likely  to 
come  from  one  of  two  types  of  home 
environments:  (1)  one  in  which  parents 
were  •  • 
of  it;  or  (2)  one  in  which  parents  were 
alcoholics  or  heavy,  careless  drinkers. 

My  experience  in  social  work  has 
proven  to  me  that  a  rigid  imposition  of 
personal  morality  on  another  without  any 
desire  to  relate  to  the  person,  to  his/her 
frame  of  reference  or  to  affirm  his/her 
good  qualities  is  not  only  ineffective,  but 
makes  the  person  hostile. 

I  don’t  feel  we  can  help  people  with 
drinking  problems  if  we  loudly  bear  the 
teetotaler  label.  Many  people  who  need 
the  church  and  want  to  reach  out  to 
Christ  have  the  door  closed  to  them 
because  their  life-style  is  not  the  same  as 
the  people  who  represent  the  church. 


They  are  intimidated  by  moral  pro¬ 
nouncements. 

We  must  ask  ourselves,  how  many 
members  of  our  church  do  not  drink 
because  of  the  church’s  position?  I  am 
sure  the  number  of  people  we  have 
frightened  off  because  of  a  “strict” 
reputation  is  greater  than  the  number 
“saved”  from  alcoholism  or  some  other 
disaster  related  to  consumption  of 
alcohol. 

There  is  no  way  the  church  can  “stamp 
out”  drinking.  But  there  is  a  lot  we  can  do 
about  drunken  driving  laws  and  about 
programs  to  rehabilitate  alcoholics. 
There  is  a  lot  we  can  do  to  see  that 


When  I  read  the  report  of  the  1972 
General  Conference  and  especially  the 
part  condemning  the  United  States  of 
America  for  “criminality  and  im¬ 
morality  because  of  its  involvement”  in 
the  Vietnam  war,  I  was  ashamed  of  being 
a  Methodist. 

When  I  read  of  two  Methodist  Church 
agencies  calling  for  the  impeachment  of 
President  Nixon,  I  was  again  ashamed  of 
being  a  Methodist. 

Now  I  am  no  longer  ashamed  because  I 
am  no  longer  a  Methodist. 

Benjamin  W.  Heald 
Indian  Lake  Estates,  Florida 
Some  readers  seem  to  he 


■Offered  with  tongue-in-cheek* 


A  modest  plan  for  ecumenical  advancement 


.  everyone  has  equal  opportunity  for 

re  total  abstainers  and  made  an  issue  fulfillment  of  his  or  her  capabilities,  lack  looking  for  evil 
it;  or  (2)  one  in  which  parents  were  of  which  is  a  big  factor  in  alcoholism.  To  the  Editor: 

There  is  a  lot  we  can  do  to  explore  further 
the  causes  of  alcoholism  and  determine 
what  really  is  “responsible  drinking.” 

In  order  to  succeed,  that  attitude 
behind  helpfulness  must  be  humble  and 
flexible  rather  than  self-righteous. 

Virginia  Watkins 
Minnetonka,  Minnesota 
What  are  some  positive 
reasons  for  drinking ? 

To  the  Editor: 

It  was  interesting  to  read  Mr.  Tom 

Price’s  postulate  “there  are  positive  faith  in  obscenity  or  hate 
reasons  for  drinking.”  .  To  the  Editor: 

As  director  of  the  Department  of  I  agree  that  a  church  paper  should  not 
Alcohol  and  Drug  Concerns  of  the  Board  help  sell  faith  in  a  drug  with  such  an 
of  Church  and  Society,  Mr.  Price  must  be 
knowledgable  on  the  subject,  and  I  am 
sure  we  Methodist  laymen  would  be 


I  believe  people  who  are  upset  by 
something  such  as  an  advertisement  for 
666  Cold  Medicine  must  spend  their  time 
looking  for  evil  rather  than  good  (see 
TM/  UMR  letters,  Dec.  21). 

I  know  nothing  of  the  medicinal  merits 
of  666,  as  I  have  never  used  it,  but  to 
condemn  it  because  of  its  name  seems 
absolutely  absurd  to  me. 

Mary  C.  Christy 
Seabrook,  Texas 

Vo ii  shouldn't  see  sell 


obscene  name  as  666. 

Publishing  the  obscene  propaganda  of 
the  Santiago  Military  authority, 


interested  in  his  propositions  supporting  possibly  the  propaganda  of  the  Chilian 


By  JEAN  YEAGER 
and  BILLSYBERT 

Recent  attempts  at  organized 
ecumenism  have  been  about  as  suc¬ 
cessful  as  Bobby  Riggs  running  for 
president  of  a  women’s  lib  organization. 

We  believe  most  ecumenical  objectives 
are  good  ,  only  the  approaches  have  been 
lacking  to  date.  Hence,  we  propose  a  new 
ecumenical  organization  to  be  made  up 
of  all  Christian  denominations  in  the  U.S. 
This  new  organization  will  be  known  as 
the  Federation  Of  Organized  Theology 
(FOOT). 


of  appeal  that  interdenominational  ef-  buildings  erected,  etc.),  the  number  of 


forts  could  enjoy  using  this  paragon.  A 
side  effect  of  our  proposal  would  be  un¬ 
precedented  levels  of  interest,  par¬ 
ticipation  and  giving  by  the  “fans” 
(members).  It  is  expected  that  FOOT 
“fans”  would  even  brave  icy  winds  and 
rain  to  support  their  “team’s”  efforts. 
Just  how  would  FOOT  work? 

Competition  the  key 
Well,  a  football  team  in  and  of  itself  is 
totally  useless.  It  takes  two  football 
teams  —  competing  against  each 
other  —  to  attract  and  hold  attention. 
Even  though  the  church  is  not  “of”  this  This  is  the  key  principle.  FOOT,  like  the 


world,  it  is  certainly  “in"  this  world.  A 
wide-eyed  lode  around  us  offers  a  clear 
solution  to  the  problem  of  structure  that 
has  plagued  most  attempts  at 
ecumenism.  FOOT  should  use  as  its 
structural  model  the  fastest  growing  and 
most  popularly  accepted  business  of  the 
past  decade  —  the  National  Football 
League.  There  is  no  limit  to  the  amount 
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NFL,  would  be  made  up  of  an  unusual 
concoction  of  competing  “teams.” 

Since  two  teams  have  a  relatively 
small  appeal  to  the  masses,  what  is 
really  needed  is  a  “League"  of  FOOT 
teams.  Even  better,  a  League  made  up  of 
two  or  more  Conferences,  sub-divided 
into  Divisions. 

Under  FOOT’s  general  umbrella,  the 
different  "teams”  (churches)  through¬ 
out  the  land  could  be  grouped  as  follows: 
The  United  Methodists.  Roman  Catho¬ 
lics,  Baptists  and  Episcopalians  would; 
make  up  the  National  Conference;  the 
Presbyterians,  Disciples  of  Christ,  Con- 
gregationalists,  and  Lutherans  would 
make  up  the  American  Conference. 
Other  Denominations  would  be  similarly 
grouped  into  other  conferences. 

These  conferences  would  then  be  sub¬ 
divided  further  along  either  doctrinal 
lines,  the  Fundamentalist  Division,  the 
Liberal  Division,  etc.  or  just  plain  old 
North  and  South,  East  and  West 
geographical  Divisions.  The  key  would 
be  to  develop  natural  loyalties  among  the 
‘fans’  and  rivalries  among  the  ’teams.' 

The  divisional  breakdown  would,  of 
course,  have  to  take  into  account  the 
different  sizes  of  the  churches  in  the 
same  relative  location.  You  certainly 
wouldn't  want  a  “farm  club”  playing  an 
“urban  club.” 

“Players"  would  compete; 

"fans”  would  watch 

This  grouping  into  a  league  would  not 
by  itself  accomplish  the  goal  of  “friend¬ 
ly”  competition  and  cooperation  which 
FOOT  desires.  That  can  only  come  about 
through  the  utilization  of  the  actual 
“players  on  the  field”  —  the  pastors, 
associates,  business  administrators,  and 
other  professional  church  workers. 

In  order  to  keep  up  with  the  various 
players  and  many  thousands  of  localized 
“teams"  across  the  U.S.,  a  giant  FOOT 
computer  bank  would  be  fed  the  statistics 
and  records  held  by  all  the  current 
players:  the  number  of  “yards  gained” 
(i.e.  —  meeting  denominational  ap¬ 
portionments.  members  gained. 


“yards  lost”  (i.e.  —  in  membership, 
visitations  attempted  or  even  the  number 
of  incompleted  collection  plate  passes). 
Comparisons  of  veteran  players’  ac¬ 
complishments  would  be  available  in¬ 
stantaneously  through  the  FOOT  com¬ 
puter  network. 

Seasoned  veterans  of  “major  league" 
play  would  naturally  hold  positions  of 
greatest  prestige  in  FOOT  churches.  To 
allow  "rookies"  to  enter  in  the  majors, 
an  annual  “player  (preacher)  draft” 
would  be  held. 

How  would  the  "draft"  be  held? 

To  accomplish  this,  all  seminaries 
would  receive  their  financial  support 
from  the  FOOT  Leage  office,  thereby 
making  their  graduates  available  to  each 
and  every  denomination  on  a  competitive 
basis. 

Each  team  would  have  its  scouts  in  the 
field  observing  seminarians;  their 
grades,  how  they  function  in  the 
classroom,  the  effectiveness  of  theii1 
intern  work  in  local  churches,  etc.  All  the 
information  that  they  secured  on  each 
prospect  would  be  fed  into  the  computer. 
With  all  the  pertinent  information 
carefully  programmed,  each  “team” 
would  anxiously  await  the  day  of  the 
draft. 

The  “team”  with  the  worst  record  in 
the  previous  season  (fewest  members 
received  by  profession  of  faith,  smallest 
amount  raised  for  missions,  most 
inactive  members,  etc.  would  have  the 
first  choice  on  draft  day.  The  trading 
would  be  hot  and  heavy. 

The  Northern  Conference  Presbyteri¬ 
ans  in  the  Conservative  Division  have 
traded  their  first-round  draft  choice  to 
the  Southern  Conference  United  Metho¬ 
dists  in  the  Liberal  Division  for  a  preach¬ 
er  who  has  proven  to  be  a  real  hot  shot 
fund-raiser.  As  the  Methodists  plan  to 
utilize  their  choice,  the  scene  might  go 
something  like  this: 

Making  the  selection 

A  crew-cut  man  with  a  pencil  behind 
one  ear  and  a  wad  of  double-bubble  being 
chewed  rapidly  in  his  mouth  rushes  up  to 
a  timid  young  lady  sitting  at  a  computer 
in-put  keyboard  and  says,  “Give  me 
someone  who  has  the  potential  to  hit  250 
Professions  of  Faith,  who  has  enough 
finesse  and  a  warm  enough  smile  to  be 
elected  a  Bishop,  is  good  at  side-stepping 
controversial  issues  to  keep  everyone 
happy  and  is  strong  in  backfield  Old 
Testament." 

As  the  young  lady  feeds  this  into  the 
computer,  the  scout  nervously  begins 
reading  the  print-out  while  the  computer 
spews  forth  its  vast  source  of  in¬ 
formation.  Almost  swallowing  his  gum, 
the  scout  begins  reading  half-aloud. 


“Baker  at  Duke  Divinity  —  nah,  he  has 
a  tendency  to  fumble  the  communion 
cups.  O’Neil  at  Perkins  —  might  be 
strong  on  buildings  some  day,  but  he 
tends  to  take  sides  on  controversies. 
Smith  at  Claremont  —  Hmmm.  He’s  got 
good  moves  in  the  organizational  crowd, 
but  is  hampered  by  a  mouthey  wife.” 
Suddenly  his  face  lights  up,  “Dodgeson  at 
Garrett!” 

He  rushes  to  a  telephone  which  has  an 
open  line  to  the  “team’s”  headquarters. 
With  the  “coach”  on  the  other  end  of  the 
line  (the  Bishop),  the  scout  exclaims 
enthusiastically,  “Dodgeson  at  Garrett  is 
our  best  bet.  He  visited  350  shut-ins  in  one 
season  as  a  seminary  intern;  he  started 
them  thinking  about  building  a  $100,000 
youth  facility;  he  isn’t  as  strong  on  the 
Pentateuch  as  some  of  the  others,  but  get 
this  —  he  memorized  the  face  and  name 
of  fcvery  minister  and  officer  of  any 
importance  in  the  conference,  starting 
from  1921  clear  up  to  the  present!” 

The  “coach"  (Bishop)  slowly  swivels 
around  in  his  chair,  looks  out  at  the 
skyline  of  the  city  through  the  picture 
window  of  his  24th  story  office  and  simply 
says,  “Sign  him.”  The  profusely 
sweating  scout  places  the  phone  on  its 
cradle  and  heaves  a  great  sign  of  relief. 

The  “player  (preacher)  draft”  would 
help  the  various  denominations  rise  to 
unprecedented  heights  in  accomplish¬ 
ments, 

Establishing  the  champion 

A  “Super  Bowl”  could  be  established 
where  after  a  series  of  divisional 
"Preach-offs,”  victorious  teams  from 
each  Conference  would  meet  in  the  Los 
Angeles  Coliseum  or  the  Houston 
Astrodome  for  the  World  Championship 
“Preach-Off”,  complete  with  nationwide 
TV  coverage.  Millions  of  dollars  would  be 
garnered  from  the  advertising  contracts. 
Church  literature  distributors,  anthem 
writers,  publishers  of  various  Bible 
translations  etc.  could  all  get  into  the 
act  —  each  selling  his  wares  com¬ 
petitively  at  the  “Super  Preach-off”  site. 

Outstanding  individual  accom¬ 
plishment  during  the  regular  season 
could  be  noted.  At  year’s  end,  the  out¬ 
standing  “players"  in  different  positions 
might  be  selected  for  the  “All-FOOT 
Team.”  One  might  be  singled  out  for  the 
MVP  award  —  “Most  Valuable 
Preacher.”  Somewhere  down  the  line, 
bubble  gum  trading  cards  with  players' 
photos  on  them  are  bound  to  be  printed 
for  children. 

*  •  * 

Competition  is  fine  for  football  leagues 
and  teams.  We  hope  it  is  obvious  to  all 
who  read  this  “modest  plan”  that  the 
church  should  be  about  another  task;  see 
the  editorial  elsewhere  on  this  page. 


this  premise. 

Having  been  a  Judge  for  over  twenty- 
six  years  and  having  handled  many 
thousands  of  divorce  cases,  criminal 
cases  and  juvenile  matters,  I  can  say 
with  some  authority  that  90%  of  our 


Guerrillas  was  also  very  bad.  Their 
Guerrilla  Madonna  (TM/  UMR,  Dec.  21) 
recalls  Psalm  127, 

“By  the  waters  of  Babylon,  there  we 
sat  down  and  wept...  O  daughter  of 
Babylon...  Happy  shall  he  be  who  takes 


juvenile  delinquents  come  from  homes  your  little  ones  and  dashes  them  against 
where  there  is  drinking,  that  perhaps  the  rock!” 

70%  of  the  divorces  are  predicated  on  a  Publishing  that  picture  seems  to  be 
liquor  problem  and  the  criminal  cases  asking  me  to  hate  one  side  or  the  other, 
that  come  before  me  that  are  non-alcohol  and  I  don’t  know  which  one  I  am  sup- 
related  are  minimal.  posed  to  hate:  the  ones  who  sent  you  the 


It  has  been  said  “liquor  has  many 
defenders,  but  no  defense.”  If  Mr.  Price 
has  discovered  some  defenses,  it  seems 
argute  for  us  to  know  what  these  are. 

H.  A.  Kelso 

Nevada,  Missouri 
Reflections  on  drinking, 
giving,  and  the  church 
To  the  Editor: 

I  was  reading  the  letters  on  social 
drinking.  As  far  as  I’m  concerned  there 
isn’t  such  a  thing  as  social  drinking. 

Phil  McLarty  stated  in  his  letter  that 
serious  drinking  comes  from  the 
rejection  of  nondrinkers.  That’s  a  good 
excuse.  I  have  friends  who  drink.  I  don’t 
reject  them,  but  I  don’t  join  them  in 
drinking.  I  don’t  serve  liquor  in  my 
home,  but  I  still  have  their  friendship. 

Some  say  you  can’t  have  a  good  time 
without  drinking.  But  then  how  do  they 
know  they  had  a  good  time  when  they 
don’t  know  what  they  were  doing. 

Some  say  they  drink  because  they  have 
troubles  or  problems.  So  do  I  have 
troubles  and  problems.  But  I  know  you 
can’t  drown  them  in  a  bottle.  The  next 
day  the  troubles  and  problems  are  still 
there. 

I’ve  seen  a  lot  of  heartache  and  broken 
homes  come  from  drinking.  But  I’ve 
never  seen  anything  good  come  from  it. 

I  feel  God  gave  us  a  body  and  a  brain. 
Let’s  use  it,  not  destroy  it. 

By  the  way,  have  you  ever  noticed  that 
the  ones  who  have  money  for  liquor, 
cigarettes  and  every  sport  that  comes 
along  are  the  ones  who  cry  the  loudest  if 
the  church  needs  a  dollar  or  two  to  keep 
going? 

I’m  begging  folks  ages  18  to  45  to  go  to 
church  or  come  back  to  church.  The 
church  needs  you,  but  not  half  as  much  as 
you  need  the  church. 

If  our  nation  is  to  go  on  we  need  love 
and  fellowship  one  with  another. 

Mrs.  Vivian  Lambertson 

Stewart,  Minnesota 
I'm  no  longer  ushdmed 
To  the  Editor: 

I  am  no  longer  ashamed  of  being  a 
Methodist. 

When  I  learned  the  part  Methodist 
Churches  in  Washington,  D.  C.  took  in 
street  rioting  in  our  nation’s  Capital  in 
May,  1971,  I  was  ashamed  of  being  a 
Methodist. 


picture,  or  the  ones  they  said  they  got  it 
from. 

Anyway  I  won’t  hate  you,  but  don’t  do  it 

a^a'n‘  George  Eldredge 

El  Cerrito,  California 

Is  6666  'Super  Beast'? 

To  the  Editor: 

I  disagree  with  Reader  Bluhm 
(TM/  UMR  Letters,  “You  shouldn’t 
even  joke  about  evil  things,”  Dec.  21)  for 
two  reasons : 

1.  Christians  need  a  sense  of  humor  — 
otherwise  we  are  likely  to  take  our¬ 
selves  more  seriously  than  we  ought  to. 

2.  However,  I  don’t  think  any  joke  was 
intended  by  the  cold  remedy  makers.  We  . 
must  be  careful  not  to  take  biblical 
metaphors  and  symbols  too  literally. 
There  is  a  well-known  ranch  in  West 
Texas  whose  brand  is  6666.  Does  that 
mean  “Super  Beast”? 

Robert  O.  Cooper 
Dallas,  Texas 

Was  ‘ the  news ’  correct ? 

To  the  Editor: 

We  had,  had  a  most  delightful 
Christmas  —  then  Christmas  night  on 
the  “Walter  Cronkite  News”  a  report  was 
given  on  various  groups  picketing  the 
White  House  asking  for  the  impeachment 
of  President  Nixon. 

We  were  shocked  when  the  Methodist 
Building  in  Washington,  D.C.  was  shown 
with  the  report:  “the  United  Methodist 
Church  is  supporting  the  impeachment.” 

Is  our  church  joining  the  impeachment 
group?  If  so,  I  think  the  announcement 
should  be  made  from  each  church  pulpit 
so  our  membership  may  know  and  each 
member  could  decide  whether  to  change 
denominations  or  not.  If  “the  News” 
report  was  incorrect,  I  think  that  should 
be  announced! 

Mrs.  M.  L.  Turbeville 
Sarasota,  Florida 

EDITOR’S  NOTE:  Mr.  Cronkite  did 
report  that  “the  United  Methodist 
Church  is  supporting  impeachment.” 
This  is  incorrect.  Two  agencies  of  the 
UMC  —  the  Board  of  Church  and  Society 
and  the  Woman’s  Division  of  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  —  have  passed 
resolutions  urging  that  impeachment 
proceedings  be  initiated.  No  group,  other 
than  the  General  Conference,  may 
represent  its  views  as  “the  United 
Methodist  Church’s  views.” 
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In  quest  of  a  ‘whole’  Gospel 

Methodists  launch  evangelism  program 


By  BILL  BUCHANAN 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

DALLAS  —  They  came  from  near  and 
far,  ranged  from  ultra  liberal  to  ultra 
conservative,  and  had  one  thing  in 
common:  a  determination  to  evangelize 
the  world  —  Methodist-style. 

It  was  the  North  American  Regional 
Congress  on  Evangelism  sponsored  by 
six  Methodist  denominations:  African 
Methodist  Episcoapl  (AME),  African 
Methodist  Episcopal  Zion  (AMEZ), 
Christian  Methodist  Episcopal  (CME), 
Free  Methodist,  Wesleyan  and  United 
Methodist. 

The  conclave  was  the  first  of  seven 
regional  meetings  around  the  world 
which  are  being  held  as  a  prelude  to  an 
international  congress  on  evangelism 
slated  for  Jerusalem  later  this  year 
under  the  sponsorship  of  the  World 
Methodist  Council. 

The  meeting  itself  had  more  than  a  few 
of  the  hallmarks  of  a  traditional  revival, 
as  sermonic  oratory  and  gospel  music 
rang  through  the  corridors  of  the  staid 
old  Adolphus  Hotel  here  where  the 
gathering  was  convened  last  week. 

Theme  of  the  Congress  was  “World 
Methodism  Aflame  for  Christ.” 

The  symbol  of  fire  was  a  frequent  and 
heavily-amened  topic  among  many  of  the 
speakers,  including  the  Rev.  Joe  Sawyer, 
head  of  the  evangelism  division  of  the 
Wesleyan  Church,  who  said  that  “we 
must  cause  to  burn  in  our  hearts  the  fire 
that  burned  in  historic  Methodism.  Bring 
back  those  Holy  fires.  We  say,  0  God,  do 
it  again.” 

Though  it  drew  considerably  fewer 
amens,  another  recurring  theme  during 
the  three-day  gathering,  was  the  growing 
awareness  for  social  concern  among 
evangelicals. 

In  a  speech  which  left  few  societal  ills 
unaddressed,  AME  Bishop  John  H. 
Adams  of  Waco,  Tex.  charged  that  under 
President  Nixon’s  leadership  the  U.S. 
government  has  become  the  “deadly 
enemy”  of  the  people  it  is  supposed  to  be 
serving. 

With  the  exception  of  the  shuffling 
sound  of  a  few  disillusioned  participants 
who  walked  out,  there  was  dead  silence 
in  the  huge  ballroom  as  the  bishop 
warned  that  in  correcting  this  “evil” 
Methodists  should  not  “take  refuge  in 
that  nebulous  doctrine  of  separation  of 
church  and  state.”  (See  related  story). 

Though  the  attempt  to  recapture 
evangelistic  fervor  and  growing 
awareness  of  the  need  for  evangelical 
social  concern  seem  somewhat  in¬ 
compatible  at  first  glance,  several  of  the 


speakers  pointed  out  that  both  are 
necessary  elements  for  the  person  who  is 
in  quest  of  the  “whole  Gospel.” 

Discussing  the  implications  of  John 
Wesley’s  ministry  for  evangelism  today, 
United  Methodist  Bishop  William  R. 
Cannon  of  the  Atlanta  area  pointed  out 
that  the  progenitor  of  Methodism  was 
radically  concerned  about  the  social  as 
well  as  the  spiritual  ills  which  afflict 
humankind. 

“Wherever  there  was  a  human  need, 
John  Wesley  sought  to  meet  it,”  said  the 
bishop.  “Like  Sir  Thomas  More,  he  was  a 
man  of  all  seasons.” 

“The  Christian  gospel,”  added  Bishop 
Ruben  L.  Speaks,  head  of  the  AMEZ 
church  in  Ghana,  Liberia  and  Nigeria, 
“is  not  complete  unless  it  is  both  personal 
and  social.  In  our  Christian  evangelism 
we  must  be  as  concerned  about  economic 
justice  as  we  are  about  doctrinal  clarity. 
We  must  strive  for  political 
righteousness  as  well  as  for  theological 
truth.  Leading  a  demonstration  against 
economic  exploitation  is  just  as 
evangelistic  as  private  and  public 
worship.  Fighting  against  racism  is  just 
as  much  an  evangelistic  activity  as 
conducting  a  house  to  house  evangelistic 
campaign.” 

Expanding  on  the  theme  of  wholeness, 
Bishop  Roy  C.  Nichols,  head  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  in  the  Pittsburgh  Area, 
said  that  “evangelism  is  moving  toward 
a  more  comprehensive  view  of  salvation 
(because) ...  God’s  salvation  includes  the 
whole  man  —  all  that  the  man  is  in  the 
name  of  Jesus  Christ.” 

Bishop  Nichols,  a  self-proclaimed 
evangelical  as  well  as  being  one  of  the 
stalwarts  of  the  social  action  movement 
in  the  United  Methodist  Church,  said  in 
the  final  address  to  the  Congress  that  the 
Christian  must  help  humankind  in  the 
struggle  to  find  social  justice  but  said 
that  equally  important  is  the  fact  that 
“modern  man  needs  a  faith  that  can 
bring  him  to  the  altar.” 

The  altar  call  in  many  areas  is  only  an 
historic  relic,  he  said,  adding  that  many 
persons  never  “have  a  distinct  op¬ 
portunity  to  make  a  decision  for  Christ.” 

Further,  he  said,  “modern  man  needs 
a  gospel  that  will  enable  him  to  have  a 
sense  of  communion  with  God  anytime, 
anyplace.” 

In  evangelism,  said  Bishop  Nichols, 
modern  man  must  be  convinced  that 
god’s  love  is  conferred  upon  everyone: 
“no  one  is  excluded,  not  even  the  rich.  In 
the  eyes  of  God  you’re  number  one.” 

Finally,  said  the  bishop,  evangelism 
should  be  personalized.  In  building  an 


It  takes  money,  too 


DALLAS  —  Money  is  far  from  being 
the  most  important  element  in  a  world¬ 
wide  evangelism  program  such  as  is 
being  planned  by  the  World  Methodist 
Council. 

But  according  to  Iowa  layman  Harry 
E.  Young,  the  money  angle  is  also  far 
from  being  inconsequential. 

Mr.  Young  has  followed  the  planning  of 
the  Council’s  International  Convocation 
on  Evangelism  scheduled  for  Jerusalem 
later  this  year  from  its  beginning. 

As  he  listened  to  the  discussions  of  the 
goals  of  the  program,  he  said,  “  it  just 
began  to  look  to  me  like  it  was  going  to 
take  a  powerful  lot  of  money  to  make  it 
work.” 

So,  when  he  was  asked  to  head  the  fund 
raising  drive  to  finance  the  program,  Mr. 
Young  decided  to  raise  “a  powerful  lot  of 
money.”  —  $5  million  to  be  exact. 

He  said  the  figure  is  based  “not  on 
what  is  needed  —  I  don’t  know  how 
much  is  needed  —  but  on  what  is 
feasible.  I’m  sure  they  can  use  all  I  can 
raise.” 

The  plan  for  raising  the  $5  million  is 
somewhat  unusual,  admits  the  Oelwein, 


evangelism  program,  he  said,  “each 
church  should  look  out  onto  the  com¬ 
munity  and  ask:  what  isn’t  being  done 
that  must  be  done  that  can  only  be  done 
by  us.” 

Striking  a  somewhat  different  note, 
Bishop  F.  Gerald  Ensley,  United 
Methodist  prelate  of  the  Ohio  West  Area 
and  chairman  of  the  World  Methodist 
Council  Committee  on  Evangelism, 
acknowledged  the  renewed  interest  in 


spirituality,  but  said  the  much-discussed 
evangelistic  revival  will  not  hit  full  stride 
until  “more  of  us  become  fed  up  with  the 
phony  kind  of  life  we  are  living.” 

He  also  noted  that  pessimism  “is 
another  name  for  atheism”  and  must  he 
overcome  before  a  true  revival  can  take 
place. 

A  third  ingredient  necessary  to  bring 
about  revival,  said  Bishop  Ensley,  is  a 
ity:  “It  isn’t  enough  to 


have  hope.  We  must  have  a  personality 
who  can  translate  hopes  into  realities.” 

Dr.  A.  Wingrove  Taylor,  head  of  the 
Caribbean  area  of  the  Wesleyan  Church 
and  president  of  Wesleyan  Bible  College, 
told  the  group  that  real  evangelism 
requires  total  commitment.  “It’s  not 
enough  to  do  witnessing,”  he  said.  “We 
must  be  witnesses.” 

Evangelism,  he  continued,  must  spring 
from  a  decision  to  commit  one's  entire 


being  to  the  cause  of  Jesus  Christ 
because  “when  there  is  no  inner  burning, 
testimony  is  mere  theatrics.” 

“A  luke  warm  church,”  added  the 
Wesleyan  minister,  “can  never  melt  a  sin 
hardened  world.” 

Further  defining  evangelism,  Leonard 
V.  Brady,  a  CME  layman,  told  the  group 
that  “getting  people  into  church  is  not 
evangelism,  it’s  just  a  phase  of 
evangelism.  Getting  the  church  into 
people  is  evangelism.” 


m  r 


the  church  today 


Llniieil  in  evangelism 

DALLAS  —  Evangelism  leaders  of  the  six  denominations  participating  in  last 
week's  Congress  on  Evangelism  here  opened  the  conclave  by  linking  hands  and 
offering  a  public  prayer  to  demonstrate  that  “there  is  more  that  unites  us  than 
divides  us  tm-umr  staff  photo  by  roger  miller 

Evangelism  thrust  to  focus 
on  small  group  technique 


Iowa,  contractor.  “In  fact,  a  lot  of  people 
think  it’s  fantastic.” 

The  plan  calls  for  finding  1,000  laymen 
who  can  afford  to  give  $5,000  each.  And 
that  adds  up  to  $5  million. 

Making  unspecified  requests  for 
donations,  he  admits,  is  a  good  and 
legitimate  way  to  raise  money.  But  in 
this  case,  he  said,  time  was  so  short  that 
“I  didn’t  have  time  to  ask  for  less  than 
$5,000  from  each  person.” 

He  said  he  got  the  names  of  prospective 
donors  from  ex-conference  lay  leaders 
across  the  country  and  has  scheduled 
regional  meetings  in  February  to  talk  to 
the  people. 

In  seeking  out  people,  Mr.  Young 
continued,  he  is  looking  for  three 
qualities:  “A  person  who  has  got  —  or 
can  get  —  the  money.  Someone  who 
may  be  interested  in  a  tax  deduction.  And 
a  person  who  has  the  imagination  to  see 
what  this  evangelism  program  can  mean 
for  the  world.” 

So,  if  you  fit  this  description,  don’t  be 
surprised  if  Harry  Young  comes 
knocking  on  your  door. 


DALLAS  —  Deciding  to  evangelize 
the  world  is  one  thing.  Coming  up  with  a 
workable  plan  to  do  it  is  something  else 
entirely. 

Well,  the  Methodists  —  meeting  here 
last  week  to  launch  the  North  American 
portion  of  a  world-wide  evangelism 
program  —  have  a  plan. 

Simply  stated,  the  plan  is  to  make 
evangelism  a  personal  effort,  focusing  on 
small  groups  rather  than  large  meetings. 

The  basic  idea,  explained  the  Rev. 
Nathaniel  Lindsey,  evangelism  director 
■  of-  the  Christian-  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  was  well  summed  up  in  the 
lyrics  of  an  old  love  song:  “Baby,  I  don’t 
want  to  set  the  world  on  fire.  I  just  want 
to  start  a  flame  in  your  heart.” 

Various  ways  of  implementing  this 
small  group  technique  are  outlined  in 
“Handles  for  Evangelism  today,”  a 
handbook  on  evangelism  techniques 
published  by  the  World  Methodist 
Council. 

Every  church  and  community  can  be 
strengthened  by  utilizing  the  small  group 
dynamics,  said  Mr.  Lindsey,  “because 
small  groups  satisfy  the  need  and 
fulfillment  for  interpersonal  relation¬ 
ships.” 

The  purpose  of  the  small  group,  he 
continued,  is  to  foster  growth  producing 
change  in  persons  by  letting  them  share 
leadership  and  responsibility. 

The  concept,  he  added,  isn’t  new. 

“John  Wesley  started  his  ministry  by 
working  in  small  groups  and  pretty  soon 
he  had  really  set  the  world  on  fire,”  said 
the  evangelism  director. 

Among  the  various  techniques  for 
evangelism  outlined  in  the  Council’s 
handbook  is  one  called  “The  John  Wesley 
Great  Experiment.” 


The  experiment  requires  10  “brave 
Christians”  who  will  meet  once  each 
week  to  pray  together,  will  give  two 
hours  time  each  week  to  God,  will  give 
God  one-tenth  of  their  earnings,  will 
spend  from  5:30  till  6:00  each  morning  in 
prayer  and  meditation  and  will  witness 
for  God  their  experience  to  others. 

The  experiment,  says  the  handbook,  is 
guaranteed  to  produce  positive  results. 

Among  other  ideas  in  the  book  are 
suggestions  and  techniques  for  in¬ 
terracial  and  cross-cultural  evangelism, 
campus  witnessing  and  the  proper  ways 
~T<TutIIize  the  lay  witness  mission. 


Methodists  promote 
‘Learning  to  Live’  TV  series 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  Learning  to 
Live,  an  eight-segment  television  series 
based  on  the  transactional  analysis 
approach  to  problem  solving,  is  being 
released  by  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
munications. 

Each  of  the  29-minute  programs  is 
hosted  by  Stephen  Winners  of 
Indianapolis  who  discusses  the  tran¬ 
sactional  analysis  theories  that  have 
been  developed  by  the  late  Dr.  Eric 
Berne,  author  of  Games  People  Play,  and 
Dr.  Thomas  Harris,  author  of  I’m  OK, 
You’re  OK. 

According  to  executive  producer 
Nelson  Price,  the  programs  deal  with 
frustrations,  angers  and  anxieties  people 
experience  in  relating  to  others  and  help 
them  understand  how  to  improve  such 
relationships. 

The  series  is  being  made  available  for 
use  on  cable  television  and  for  study 
groups  sponsored  by  churches  or  com¬ 
munity  organizations.  Rental  for  each 
program  is  $25,  and  the  fee  for  the  entire 
series  is  $175. 

Methodists  join  coalition 
to  defend  Lutheran  official 

ST.  LOUIS  (RNS)  —  The  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  is  one  of  10  church 
groups  which  have  joined  in  a  friend-of- 
the-court  brief  here  on  behalf  of  Dr.  Paul 
Boe,  an  American  Lutheran  Church 
official. 

The  clergyman  has  been  ordered  jailed 
on  contempt  of  court  for  refusing  to 
testify  about  what  he  saw  and  heard 
during  the  confrontation  at  Wounded 
Knee,  S.D.,  last  year. 

Dr.  Boe,  a  specialist  in  Indian  affairs 
for  his  denomination,  has  maintained 
that  his  testimony  on  Wounded  Knee 
would  be  in  violation  of  the  principle,  of 
clergy  confidentiality. 


Bishop  outlines  social  concerns 


DALLAS  —  The  growing  interest  in 
evangelical  social  concern  was  strikingly 
portrayed  here  last  week  when  African 
Methodist  Episcopal  Bishop  John  Adams 
took  the  podium  to  address  the  North 
American  Regional  Congress  on 
Evangelism. 

“Racism  and  chauvanism  are  just  as 
alien  to  Christ  as  stealing  and  killing,” 
the  Waco,  Tex.,  prelate  told  the 
gathering.  And  for  a  gospel  to  be  truly 
whole,  it  must  take  this  fact  into  account, 
he  said. 

One  of  the  gravest  issues  facing  the 
Christian  today  is  the  issue  of  govern¬ 
ment,  the  black  bishop  continued. 

“It  is  impossible  to  speak  responsibly 
in  America  today  without  facing  the  issue 
of  government  ...  government  is  a 
monopoly,  a  coersive  force,  a  natural 
enemy.  When  it  becomes  insensitive  and 
self-serving  this  natural  enemy  becomes 
a  deadly  enemy,”  said  the  bishop. 

“The  virtuoso  performance  of  the 


current  president  of  the  U.S.  in  making  it 
(the  government)  the  enemy  of  the 
people  serves  to  make  urgent  a  long 
standing  issue,”  said  Bishop  Adams. 

He  said  the  Christian  must  also  get 
concerned  about  and  involved  with  the 
“revolutions  for  rights  as  human 
beings,”  including  the  revolutions  by 
color  victims  —  “black,  brown  and  red 
people”  —  and  cultural  victims  “such 
as  women  and  welfare  recipients.” 

Though  the  choruses  of  amens  which 
accented  most  of  the  speakers’ 
presentations  were  absent  when  Bishop 
Adams  spoke,  the  crowd  of  ap¬ 
proximately  750  endorsed  him  with  a 
standing  ovation  when  he  concluded. 

Commenting  on  the  speech  in  an  in¬ 
terview  with  TM-UMR  United  Methodist 
Bishop  Roy  C.  Nichols  said  that  Bishop 
Adam’s  presence  at  the  meeting  in¬ 
dicated  that  evangelicals  have  shown 
more  liberality  in  allowing  someone  like 
Bishop  Adams  to  speak  than  the  so-called 
liberals  have  shown. 


Christian  Unity  radio 
special  to  air  Jan.  20 

ST.  LOUIS,  Mo.  (RNS)  —  A  half-hour 
radio  special  entitled  “Teach  Us  to 
Pray”  will  be  broadcast  Sunday,  Jan.  20 
on  400  U.S.  stations,  to  mark  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  Week  of  Prayer  for  Christian 
Unity. 

The  week  is  set  aside  in  January  each 
year  to  give  members  of  Christian 
Churches  in  local  congregations  and 
communities  across  the  country  an 
opportunity  to  join  forces  prayerfully 
with  one  another. 

The  “Teach  Us  to  Pray”  program 
includes  reflections  on  Christian  unity  by 
prominent  churchmen,  including  Dr. 
Konrad  Reiser,  German  theologian;  Dr. 
Egan  Gerdes,  director  of  the  Ecumenical 
Institute  of  Spirituality;  the  Rev. 
Michael  DeVries  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  ecumenical  center  in  Geneva, 
and  Father  Charles  Angell  of  Graymoor 
Monastery,  Garrison,  N.Y. 

Quaker  wins  opening  round 
of  ‘war  tax’  protest 

PHILADELPHIA  (RNS)  —  A  Quaker 
woman  has  won  the  first  round  in  what 
could  be  a  continuing  legal  battle  over 
the  right  of  a  citizen  to  refuse  to  pay 
taxes  that  support  government  activities 
in  violation  of  religious  beliefs  —  such 
as  war. 

The  first  round  victory  involved  a 
federal  district  court  ruling  which 
declared  unconstitutional  the 
withholding  provision  of  the  Internal 
Revenue  Code  when  such  withholding  by 
an  employer  conflicts  with  the  religious 
tenets  of  the  employee. 

Mrs.  Lorraine  Cleveland,  who  has  been 
struggling  since  1949  to  reach  a  point 
where  she  could  directly  confront  the 
government  on  the  use  of  its  taxes,  was 
joined  in  the  suit  by  her  employer,  the 
American  Friends  Service  Committee, 
and  another  employee  who  has  since  left 
the  AFSC. 

The  ruling  does  not  preclude  Mrs. 
Cleveland  from  paying  taxes.  It 
presumes  that  the  IRS  will  continue  to 
collect  the  full  tax  bill  from  the  plaintiff 
individually  by  attachment  of  baik 
account  or  other  measures. 

CROP  launches  “Match  A  Pack’’ 
campaign 

AUSTIN,  Tex.  —  Texans  will  have  an 
opportunity  to  cut  down  on  smoking  and 
help  their  fellow  man  during  a  special 
“Match  A  Pack"  campaign  set  for 
February. 

According  to  the  Community  Hunger 
Appeal  of  Church  World  Service 
(CROP),  sponsor  of  the  program  15,000 
persons  die  of  starvation  every  24  hours. 
Hunger  has  killed  more  people  in  the  last 
decade  than  all  wars  combined. 

During  “Match  A  Pack”  month, 
persons  who  smoke  are  encouraged  to 
match  for  world  hunger  the  amount  spent 
for  cigarettes.  For  example,  a  pack  per 
day  at  50  cents  would  equal  a  $14  con¬ 
tribution  —  enough  to  feed  three 
children  approximately  200  days  with 
textured  vegetable  protein,  a  good  meat 
substitute. 


Evangelism’s  an  active  verb  to  Harry  Denman 


By  JUDY  WEIDMAN 
Associate  Editor 

"When  I  was  a  boy,  when  the 
evangelist  came  to  town,  something 
happened  in  the  community.  People 
closed  their  saloons,  quit  their  gambling. 
But  with  our  great  crusades  now,  nothing 
like  that  happens.” 

Listening  to  Harry  Denman,  one 
wonders  how  evangelism  and  social 
action  ever  got  separated  the  way  they 
have  in  the  minds  of  so  many  people. 

Known  as  “Mr.  Methodism”  during 
much  of  his  27  years  as  the  top 
evangelism  executive  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  Dr.  Denman  still  finds  a 
welcome  hand  and  an  open  pulpit  as  he 
crisscrosses  the  country  on  his 
Greyhound  unlimited  use  bus  ticket. 

And  part  of  what  keeps  him  going  at  80 
with  a  bad  heart  is  another  childhood 
impression:  “When  I  was  a  boy,  when 
you  got  converted  you  had  to  tell 
somebody  the  next  day  or  you  weren't 
converted.” 

It’s  stuck  because  “doing  something” 
is  Harry  Denman’s  yardstick  no  matter 
what  the  subject. 

Responding  to  a  friend’s  account  of  the 
first  Good  News  convocation,  he  asked, 
“How  many  elevator  operators  were  won 
for  Christ?”  On  Lay  Witness  missions  he 
says,  “It’s  a  great  fellowship;  everyone 
feels  good  when  it’s  all  over.  But  it’s  what 
you  do  from  then  on  that  counts.” 

Mention  the  chari-’^!'f:^  m  ”' >mcnt 


and  he  sniffs,  “I  don’t  see  them  living  like 
they  did  in  the  book  of  Acts.” 

He  says  he  hasn’t  got  much  time  for 
“tongues”  because  he  thinks  the 
language  of -love  is  what  counts.  “We’re 
not  going  to  have  a  great  spiritual 
movement  until  people  can  see  love,”  he 
insists. 

He  doesn’t  tell  people  he’s 
a  Christian 

The  evangelist  went  on  to  confess  he 
doesn’t  ever  tell  people  he’s  a  Christian. 
Instead  he  cleans  up  restrooms  in  bus 
stations  as  he  travels. 

But  what  about  some  of  the  myths 
about  this  person  who  undoubtedly 
qualified  as  Methodism’s  most  in¬ 
fluential  layman  during  his  heyday? 

Is  it  true  he  only  owns  one  suit  and 
doesn’t  have  a  watch?  A  bachelor  with  no 
living  relatives?  Didn’t  maintain  an 
apartment  in  Nashville  —  just  slept  at 
the  office?  Prays  for  every  bishop  by 
name  every  day? 

Yes,  it’s  all  true,  but  don’t  expect  to 
hear  anything  like  “go  and  do  likewise” 
from  Harry  Denman.  He  makes  no 
claims  for  his  lifestyle  except  that’s  the 
way  it  has  to  be  for  him. 

“You  can’t  do  the  work  of  evangelism 
behind  a  desk  in  a  swivel  chair,"  Harry  is 
famous  for  saying.  So  it  was  out  into  the 
field  for  him,  stopping  back  once  every 
two  weeks. 

That  unused  hotel  room  became  a 


precious  commodity  in  Nashville  during 
the  war,  so  he  started  keeping  his  shirts 
and  socks  at  the  office  and  sleeping  on 
the  davenport. 

Later  when  the  new  evangelism 
building  went  up,  the  facilities  included  a 
bedroom  for  the  chief  executive. 

Despite  his  reputation  for  humility, 
Harry  admits  it  was  heady  stuff.  He  says 
there  was  a  time  when  he  wanted  his 
church  to  be  the  biggest  and  the  greatest 
and  the  best.  And  he  wanted  his  board  to 
be  number  one. 

He  got  results,  but  the  price  was  high. 
As  a  single  man  he  knows  he  was  able  to 
do  a  lot  more  work,  but  he  confesses  he 
misses  the  affection  of  being  a  husband 
and  a  father. 

“Maybe  I  miss  it  more  now  than  ever,” 
he  noted.  “No  grandchildren,  no 
nothing.” 


He’s  troubled  about  the  family 

Perhaps  this  is  the  reason  the  con¬ 
versation  turned  so  often  to  his  concern 
for  the  family.  “It’s  gone”  he  said  more 
than  once,  going  on  to  stress  the  need  for 
its  renewal. 

In  fact,  the  only  point  at  which  he 
would  be  drawn  out  on  the  new  Board  of 
Discipleship,  which  includes  the  former 
Board  of  Evangelism,  was  to  applaud 
their  plans  for  study  and  emphasis  on  the 
family. 

He’s  not  worried  about  evangelism 


getting  a  fair  shake  in  the  new  mix.  “It 
won’t  be  any  problem  if  the  leaders  do 
what  they’re  supposed  to  be  doing,"  he 
observed.  Meanwhile,  he  works  at  being 
a  good  Methodist  and  stays  away,  letting 
the  new  leadership  chart  their  own 
course. 

But  wherever  he  goes,  the  old  phrase 
still  applies.  “Pray  for  me”  he  tells 
everyone  he  meets.  Usually  it  gets  a 
sympathetic  reception.  One  time, 
though,  a  Philadelphia  waitress  re¬ 
sponded,  “What’s  the  matter,  old  boy, 
are  you  in  some  kind  of  trouble?” 

Home  base  now  is  Birmingham, 
Alabama,  where  he  was  business  ad¬ 
ministrator  of  First  Church  for  19  years 
before  going  to  Nashville. 

It  was  there  he  says  he  got  an  early 
softening  up  on  race  relations  —  a 
subject  in  which  he  was  far  out  ahead  of 
his  times. 

“I  was  on  the  board  of  education  of  the 
county,"  he  recalls.  “I  saw  the  sins  we 
committed,  how  we  took  money  from 
blacks  and  spent  it  on  white  children, 
how  we  paid  black  teachers  low  salaries. 
Their  buildings  were  awful;  it  was 
almost  nauseating  ...  I  lived  with  the  Klu 
Klux  Klan.  They  ran  the  state  —  elected 
our  governors  and  senators.  I  lived  with 
all  of  that;  I  saw  it.” 

Harry  still  hammers  away  on  race 
everywhere  he  goes.  Content  to  let  the 
chips  fall  where  they  may,  he  says  he 
was  never  again  elected  to  General 


Conference  after  speaking  out  on  the 
floor  of  his  annual  conference. 

“I  belong  to  two  churches  in  Bir¬ 
mingham,  one  black  and  one  white,”  he 
says,  adding,  “that’s  the  way  to  handle 
integration." 

A  lot  of  things  are  just  that  simple  for 
Harry.  “If  God  can  provide  manna,  why 
can’t  he  provide  oil?”  he  asks  of  the 
current  energy  crisis. 

“If  the  Women’s  Division  had  called  on 
those  2  million  women  to  pray  for  the 
president  instead  of  looking  into  im¬ 
peachment,  it  would  have  done  a  lot  more 
good,”  he  stated  flatly. 

But  further  questioning  revealed  his 
quarrel  was  with  their  strategy,  not  their 
politics.  A  New  Deal  Dem  ».at,  he  said 
of  the  President,  “They’ll  tend  to  him; 
don’t  worry.” 

He’s  high  on  Methodism 

But  Harry  Denman  is  above  all  else 
high  on  Methodism.  He  sounds  like  a 
bishop  when  he  extols  the  virtues  of  a 
free  pulpit  and  a  system  which 
guarantees  every  preacher  an  ap¬ 
pointment. 

His  tone  becomes  more  somber, 
however,  when  he  worries  out  loud 
whether  the  United  Methodist  Church 
will  be  around  by  the  year  2,000  if 
membership  figures  continue  to  dip. 

“We  can  study  more  books  and  do  less 
than  any  crowd  I  know,”  he  muses.  “Our 
trouble  is  we  don’t  believe  people  need 


Christ." 

And  when  he  says  he  looks  to  Jesus  for 
the  answer,  here’s  what  he  means:  "The 
great  thing  about  Jesus  is  that  he  didn’t 
have  any  committees;  he  didn’t  have  any 

organization.  He  had  time  to  visit.” 


Harry  Denman 
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Quaker 
position  on 

Nixon  cited 

CHICAGO  (RNS)  —  The  pastor  of  East 
Whittier  Friends  church  in  California,  of 
which  President  Nixon  is  a  member,  has 
described  the  thinking  that  went  into  its 
decision  not  to  drop  the  President  from 
membership. 

In  an  article  in  the  Jan.  2-9  issue  of 
“The  Christian  Century,”  the 
ecumenical  weekly  published  here,  the 
Rev.  T.  Eugene  Coffin  recalled  that  the 
subject  of  the  President’s  membership 
first  arose  three  years  ago  during  the 
Cambodian  incursion. 

After  “prayerfully"  considering  the 
matter,  he  related,  the  church’s  ministry 
and  counsel  committee  concluded  “that 
it  would  be  an  unchristian  act  to  drop 
Richard  Nixon’s  membership  and  that 
the  role  of  a  meeting  should  be  one  of 
prayerful  support  and  counsel." 

According  to  Mr.  Coffin,  “the 
fellowship’s  giving  support  to  members 
does  not  imply  a  condoning  of  any 
wrongdoing  on  the  part  of  a  member. 
Rather,  the  responsibility  of  Christians 
toward  one  another  requires  the  kind  of 
spiritual  climate  in  which  a  wayward 
member  can  confess  sin,  repent  of  it,  and 
start  life  anew.  The  question  of  ‘morality’ 
rests  with  the  attitude  of  the  group.” 

Discussing  the  qualities  of  compassion 
and  judgment,  both  of  which,  he  said,  are 
included  in  love,  Mr.  Coffin  wrote, 
“Compassion  is  the  Christian’s 
responsibility;  judgment  belongs  to  God. 
In  the  instance  of  President  Nixon’s 
troubles,  however,  we  feel  he  has  been 
convicted  in  the  minds  of  many  before  all 
the  evidence  is  in.” 

As  Quakers,  the  clergyman  com¬ 
mented,  "we  want  to  keep  the  lines  of 
communication  open  so  that  our  con¬ 
cerns  can  be  shared  in  regard  to 
decisions  to  be  made  by  him." 

Mr.  Coffin  declared  that  “the  Christian 
fellowship  is  not  an  exclusive  chib 
seeking  to  maintain  a  certain  status  by 
its  own  effort,  but  rather  a  caring 
community  which  refuses  to  abandon 
those  in  trouble  and  which  seeks  to 
restore  rather  than  destroy,  to  heal 
rather  than  hurt,  to  reconcile  rather  than 
divide,  and  to  accept  the  risks  involved. 
It  is  in  this  spirit  that  we  regard  the 
membership  of  Richard  M.  Nixon  and 
that  of  all  other  members  of  East 
Whittier  Friends  church." 

Youth  agency 
responds  to 
'Gay  Caucus’ 

ATLANTA  (RNS)  —  A  proposal  that 
homosexuals  be  accepted  as  candidates 
for  the  United  Methodist  ministry  was 
issued  here  at  the  semi-annual  meeting 
of  the  national  United  Methodist  Council 
on  Youth  Ministry. 

Adopting  a  resolution  submitted  by  its 
Task  Force  on  Life  Styles,  the  Youth 
Council  asked  that  homosexuality  “not 
be  a  bar  to  the  ministry”  and  that 
"homosexuality  in  itself  not  be  in  any 
way  synonymous  with  immorality.” 

Two  members  of  an  unofficial  “Gay 
Caucus"  within  the  denomination  will 
attend  the  Youth  Council’s  August  1974 
meeting  to  help  draft  proposals  on 
homosexual  concerns  for  the  Church’s 
1976  General  Conference. 

The  Youth  Council  also  endorsed  a 
“U.S.  Coalition  for  Population  Year”  in 
1974,  designed  to  involve  young 
Americans  in  the  planning  of  U.S. 
population  policies,  and  pledged  not  to 
discriminate  in  hiring  staff  members  on 
the  basis  of  “sex,  marital  status,  sexual 
orientation,  personal  appearance  or 
matriculation.” 

The  Council  rejected  a  request  for 
funds  for  a  junior-high  ministry  but 
assigned  one  staff  member  to  work  part- 
time  with  such  young  people. 

Criminal  justice  provided  a  heavy 
emphasis  for  activities  at  the  meeting. 
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Church  views  task  in 
revolution  -  torn  Cuba 


High  drama 

NEW  YORK  —  The  Rev.  Robert  Meyer  [center],  pastor  of  the  Bay  Ridge  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Brooklyn,  pleads  with  21-year-old  James  Weber  to  come  down 
from  his  precarious  perch  atop  the  Brooklyn  Bridge.  A  policeman  stands  by  with  a 
rope.  Police  said  the  young  man  drove  his  car  onto  the  bridge  in  the  early  afternoon 
of  New  Year’s  Day,  stopped  near  the  Brooklyn  tower,  and  began  climbing  the  steel 
latticework  of  the  bridge.  He  scrambled  about  for  about  an  hour,  yelling  “Nobody 
wants  me  —  nobody  cares,"  before  two  friends,  Mr.  Meyer  and  Marc  Weiler,  who 
had  been  a  guardian  for  Mr.  Weber,  persuaded  him  to  come  down. 
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Real  life  story  occurred  in  1949 


By  BILL  BUCHANAN 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

NEW  YORK  —  The  15th  anniversary  of 
Castro’s  takeover  of  Cuba  finds  the 
revolution  alive  and  doing  well,  in  spite  of 
the  silent  disapproval  of  that  country’s 
church  leaders. 

That  church  leaders  in  Cuba  have 
refused  to  participate  in  the  Marxist 
revolution  may  be  good  news  to  some 
folks,  but  not  to  the  Rev.  L.  M.  McCoy. 

“The  Cuban  people  believe  the 
government  is  helping  them,  and  the 
church  must  see  and  understand  this  if  it 
is  to  survive,"  explained  Mr.  McCoy,  an 
area  secretary  for  Latin  America  in  the 
World  Division  of  the  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

Mr.  McCoy,  who  recently  returned 
from  a  three-week  visit  to  Cuba,  said 
there  is  no  doubt  in  his  mind  concerning 
the  effects  of  the  revolution. 

“I  can  say  unequivocally  that  the 
results  have  been  more  positive  than 
negative,”  said  the  executive. 

But  unfortunately,  he  said,  “out  of  the 
present  theological  formation  the  Cuban 
church  is  unable  to  believe  that  a 
government  with  a  marxist  orientation  is 
capable  of  being  an  instrument  of  God." 

But  despite  the  Cuban  church’s 
position,  he  continued,  the  goals  of  the 
revolution  and  some  of  the  goals  of 
Christianity  bear  a  remarkable 
similarity.  The  goals  of  the  revolution,  he 
said,  for  the  “betterment  of  human  life” 
and  include  better  housing  and  education 
and  improved  public  health  services  and 
working  conditions. 

Lamentably,  he  continued,  the  mission 
programs  of  the  American  churches  bear 
a  large  portion  of  the  responsibility  for 


Newsman  enumerates  details 
of  original  ‘Exorcist’  drama 


WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (RNS)  -  The 
Washington  reporter  who  wrote  the 
original  news  story  which  inspired  a  book 
and  movie  —  “The  Exorcist"  —  has 
recounted  details  of  the  eerie  “real  life” 
case. 

Jeremiah  O’Leary,  then  a  29-year-old 
assistant  city  editor,  took  on  the 
assignment  of  tracking  down  the  news  tip 
that  a  14-year-old,  Mt.  Ranier,  Md.,  boy 
had  been  successfully  exorcised. 

Mr.  O’Leary  first  secured  confirmation 
that  an  exorcism  had  taken  place,  then 
learned  that  the  boy  had  recently  become 
a  Roman  Catholic,  and  ,also  that  the 
Georgetown  University  Hospital  had 
been  involved  in  the  case. 

He  was  told  that  the  boy  had  first  ex¬ 
perienced  manifestations  of  the  affliction 
on  Jan.  18,  1949,  in  the  presence  of  a 
frightened  and  baffled  family. 

“Once  the  boy  was  tipped  out  of  a  chair 
with  no  visible  external  force  or  effort  of 
his  own.  Another  time,  a  blanket  on 
which  he  was  lying  slid  completely  under 
a  set  of  twin  beds,  Mr.  O’Leary  wrote. 

“The  manifestations  were  ac¬ 
companied  by  strange  scratching  noises 
on  the  walls.  Pictures  spun  on  the  walls  of 


rooms  in  which  the  boy  was  .  . .  furniture 
in  which  he  sat  slithered  around  rooms. 
The  parents,  described  as  lower-class 
whites  whose  religious  background  was 
fundamentalist,  appealed  to  his  own 
minister  and  he  was  equally  at  a  loss." 

A  rabbi  and  then  a  priest  were  called 
in.  While  the  clergymen  were  questioning 
him,  the  boy  suddenly  began  shouting  in 
an  unknown  language  —  which  turned 
out  to  be  curses  in  Aramaic,  the  language 
spoken  in  Palestine  in  the  days  of  Jesus. 

Some  priests  began  to  suspect 
“diabolical  possession”  and  “sought, 
permission  of  the  newly  appointed  Arch¬ 
bishop  Patrick  O’Boyle  to  use  the  ancient 
ritural  of  exorcism,"  Mr.  O’Leary  wrote 

The  exorcism  was  authorized  after  the 
boy,  by  that  time  under  treatment  at 
Georgetown  University’s  hospital,  had 
another  manifestation.  “His  bed  was 
violently  propelled  across  the  floor  of  the 
hospital  room.  He  mouthed  fierce  curses 
in  dead  languages  .  .  .” 

Mr.  O’Leary  said  the  exorcism  ac¬ 
tually  was  incanted  at  a  St.  Louis  school 
by  a  middle-aged  Jesuit,  assisted  by  a 
nun  and  a  lay  brother.  The  boy  had  been 
transferred  from  the  Georgetown 


6 Dollar  -  stretch’  project 
turns  $ 600  into  $6000 


RICHLAND,  Wash.  -  In  the  tenth 
century  B.C.  King  Solomon  admonished 
his  people:  “Cast  your  bread  upon  the 
waters,  for  you  will  find  it  after  many 
days.”  (Ecclesiastes  11:1)  Some  very 
geared-to-the-70’s  Christians  took  his 
sage  advice  and  turned  it  into  a  suc¬ 
cessful  project. 

Early  last  year,  everyone  who  at¬ 
tended  Central  United  Protestant  Church 
services  here  —  over  600  in  all  — 
received  one  dollar  to  invest.  Hopefully, 
said  the  Rev.  Joe  Harding,  senior  pastor, 
the  “seed”  money  would  multiply. 

Investments  covered  a  broad  spec¬ 
trum:  from  two  youngsters’  sale  of  15 
cent  sand  dollars,  which  netted  only  50 
cents,  to  one  woman's  creativity  — 
sewing  Barbie  doll  sleeping  bags,  which 
brought  $300. 

Crafts  and  doll  clothes  were  the  largest 
type  of  donation,  Mr.  McVicker  noted. 
Homemade  food  delicacies  and  garden 
vegetables  ran  a  close  second.  A  gamut 
of  services,  ranging  from  cake 
decorating  to  car  washing  to  meal 
catering  to  unisex  hair  cutting,  were  also 
popular. 

Two  women,  denying  any  “crafty” 
ability,  used  their  two  dollars  to  purchase 
refreshments,  gave  a  Tupperware  party 
and  earned  $50. 

But  the  men  were  not  to  be  outdone. 


carved  crosses  for  sale. 

The  result  of  this  dollar-stretching 
effort?  $6000,  which  was  donated  to  the 
Washington  Association  for  Retarded 
Children  Center  next  door  to  the  church, 


Learn  to  pray  and  teach 

Needs  oj  t hurclimen  outlined  at  evangelism  meet 


Attention  M i niste rs 

Interested  in  Holy  Land  and 
Christian  Pilgrimage  Tours? 

For  free  information  and  best 
benefit  plans,  please  contact:  In¬ 
spirational  Tours.  P.  O.  Box  13160. 
Houston.  Texas  77019,  Attn:  Mr. 
Khano  (713  )  526-5123. 


DALLAS  —  The  ability  to  pray  and 
the  ability  to  teach  were  emphasized  as 
two  of  the  greatest  needs  in  the  church 
today  by  speakers  at  the  annual  gather¬ 
ing  of  the  United  Methodist  Council  on 
Evangelism. 

“The  disciples  did  not  ask  Jesus  to 
teach  them  how  to  do  miracles  or  how  to 
save  the  world,  but  how  to  pray,”  said 
Dr.  Charles  Allen,  emphasizing  the  need 
for  prayer. 

“In  our  prayers  we  too  often  emphasize 
our  problems  rather  than  our  power  ... 
our  sins  rather  than  our  savior," 
continued  Dr.  Allen,  pastor  of  the  first 
United  Methodist  Church  of  Houston,  the 
largest  congregation  in  the  denomina¬ 
tion. 

Dr.  Allen  said  Christians  nowadays 
focus  too  much  energy  on  problems  and 
criticisms,  adding  that  “church  fathers 
once  talked  of  their  power  but  now 
church  people  only  talk  about  their 
problems." 

In  addition  to  being  affirmative,  he 
said,  prayer  should  also  be  decisive  and 
should  reflect  man’s  “deepest  desire:  the 
coming  of  the  Kingdom  of  God." 

Focusing  on  the  responsibility  of  the 
preacher  to  be  a  teacher,  Bishop  W. 
McFerrin  Stowe,  resident  prelate  of  the 
Dallas-Fort  Worth  Area,  charge^  that 
“we  have  not  taught  the  faith  so  that 
persons  would  know  Jesus,  the  scriptures 
and  what  the  faith  entails.” 

“The  purpose  of  my  life,  continued  the 


the  at-odds  situation  between  the 
revolution  and  the  Cuban  churches. 

“When  our  missionaries  took 
Christianity  to  Cuba  they  also  took  our 
cultural  values,"  he  explained.  “And  our 
cultural  values  just  do  not  fit  in  the 
present-day  Cuban  situation.  This  is 
making  it  difficult  for  the  churches  to 
deal  with  the  class  struggle  in  Cuba  from 
a  Christian  perspective." 

When  the  revolution  originally  began, 
he  observed,  the  churches  took  the 
position  of  waiting,  viewing  their  role  as 
putting  things  back  together  after  the 
revolution  failed. 

Well,  the  revolution  didn’t  fail,  and  the 
Cuban  churches  today  find  themselves  in 
the  awkward  position  of  trying  to  deal 
with  a  reality  they  can’t  bring  them¬ 
selves  to  acknowledge,  he  said. 

Mr.  McCoy  said  the  response  of  most 
Cuban  churchmen  when  asked  what  they 
are  doing  is  usually  something  like 
“within  the  circumstances  we  do  what 
we  can,"  or  "the  church’s  task  is 


spiritual.” 

But,  he  said,  one  question  at  least  must 
be  raised.  “Where  are  you  situated  to 
carry  out  that  spiritual  task  —  inside 
what’s  going  on  or  outside  it?” 

Mr.  McCoy  said  he  expects  many 
United  Methodists  to  be  taken  aback  by 
his  views  of  the  Cuban  situation. 

“They  just  don't  see  how  a  Christian 
can  back  a  violent  revolution.  They’ll 
think  I’ve  betrayed  the  flag  and  the  old 
school  ties,”  he  said. 

But  if  Americans  want  to  identify  with 
the  pro-revolutionaries  in  Cuba,  he  said, 
all  they  have  to  do  is  look  back  200  years 
in  history  when  America  was  in  the 
throes  of  a  violent  revolution. 

In  addition  to  enlightening  us  about  our 
missionary  programs,  he  said,  maybe 
the  Cuban  situation  can  “help  us  see  the 
common  elements  between  the  American 
revolution  and  the  Latin  American 
revolutions  in  terms  of  self  deter¬ 
mination.” 


Rites  recall  mission 
of  E.  Stanley  Jones 


hospital  to  the  St.  Louis  school 
specifically  for  the  exorcism. 

“The  Jesuit  first  submitted  himself  to  a 
’black  fast’  of  bread  and  water,  losing 
nearly  40  pounds.  He  performed  the 
ritual  nearly  20  times  before  the  boy  was 
freed  of  the  diabolical  possession.” 

The  Washington  Star  writer  said  that 
“the  ritual  requires  that  the  exorcist 
address  the  evil  spirit  in  a  language 
unknown  to  the  victim.  The  priest  chose 
Latin. 

“At  the  climactic  point  in  the  exor¬ 
cism,  church  sources  said,  the  boy  broke 
out  in  a  stream  of  blasphemous  curses, 
intermingled  with  Latin  phrases,  the 
fiend  identified  himself  as  one  of  the 
fallen  angels  mentioned  in  biblical 
writing." 

Finally,  the  siege  passed,  the  boy 
quieted  down,  and  he  was  sent  home.  “So 
far  as  is  known,  then  or  now,  there  never 
was  a  recurrence  and  the  boy  grew  up 
without  any  memory  of  the  awful  thing 
that  had  happened  to  him,"  Mr.  O’Leary 
wrote. 

His  story  appeared  on  Aug.  19,  1949  in 
the  Star  —  “buried”  on  page  B3,  “a  good 
place  to  hide  a  controversial  story  in 
those  days." 

But  the  next  day,  the  story  was  picked 
up  by  the  Washington  Post  and  the  wire 
services,  and  became  a  Page  1  story 
across  the  nation. 

One  of  the  persons  who  read  the  story 
—  and  didn’t  forget  it  —  was  William 
One  churchman  fashioned  hand-carved  Peter  Blatty,  then  a  young  student  at 
wooden  toys,  authentic  replicas  of  those  Georgetown  University.  He  is  the  author 
from  a  bygone  era;  another  contributed  The  Exorcist,  the  novel  based  on  the 
wooden  bowls,  made  in  his  woodworking  exorcism  case. 

class,  and  a  third  fellow  offered  hand-  In  Mr  Blatty’s  novel  and  the  movie 


MINNEAPOLIS  (RNS)  —  In  70  years 
as  a  minister,  he  preached  more  than 
60,000  sermons  and  won  “tens  of 
thousands"  of  converts  to  Christianity. 

He  earned  a  million  dollars  in  royalties 
from  his  28  books  and  he  gave  away 
every  cent  to  help  educate  young  men 
and  women  —  mostly  from  India. 

He  founded  the  international  Ashram 
movement,  taking  insights  from  Hin¬ 
duism  and  developing  a  significant 
Christian  renewal  effort. 

The  clergyman  was  Dr.  E.  Stanley 
Jones,  an  American  Methodist  evangelist 
and  missionary,  who  died  a  year  ago  in 
India,  where  he  spent  most  of  his 
ministry. 

On  the  eve  of  what  would  have  been  his 
90th  birthday,  a  memorial  service  of 
“recollection  andd  praise”  was  held  at 
Augustana  Lutheran  church  here  to 
celebrate  Dr.  Jones’  Christian  witness. 

His  son-in-law,  United  Methodist 
Bishop  James  Mathews  of  Washington, 
principal  speaker  at  the  service,  said  Dr. 
Jones’  entire  ministry  was  aimed  at 


“getting  men  and  women  to  change  —  to 
yield  up  flesh  for  the  Spirit.” 

The  bishop  said  his  father-in-law  had 
“a  delightful  sense  of  humor,”  was  a  bit 
“naive"  and  was  “a  most  disciplined 
person." 

As  long  ago  as  his  college  days,  Dr. 
Jones  had  determined  to  spend  two  hours 
a  day  in  prayer,  which  he  did,  Bishop 
Mathews  said.  He  also  did  strenuous 
exercise  daily. 

The  bishop  described  the  famed 
clergyman  as  “a  joyful  and  insightful 
preacher  of  the  Word"  who  was  able  to 
combine  the  roles  of  the  Old  Testament 
prophet  and  a  New  Testament 
evangelist. 

Dr.  Jones,  he  said,  was  a  pioneer  in 
seeking  better  race  relations  and  some 
critics  claimed  that  Dr.  Jones  and 
Eleanor  Roosevelt  “should  be  hanged 
from  the  same  tree." 

Dr.  Jones  was  an  advocate  of  federal 
church  union,  a  dream  that,  Bishop 
Mathews  said,  “might  be  a  reality.” 


‘Religion  and  Violence’ 
surveys  church’s  role 


recently  released,  the  14-year-old  boy 
becomes  a  12-year-old  girl.  The  scene 
was  shifted  from  Maryland  to 
Georgetown,  and  “fillips  of  fiction” 
added. 


STANFORD,  Calif.  (RNSX  —  Dr. 

•  Robert  McAfee  Brown,  the  prominent 
Stanford  University  theologian,  contends 
in  a  new  book  that  churches  should  take  a 
non-violent  stance  on  contemporary 
affairs  on  both  moral  and  pragmatic 
grounds. 

In  “Religion  and  Violence,”  published 
by  Westminster  Press,  the  United 
Presbyterian  theologian  contends  that 
although  such  an  attitude  “may  seem 
completely  out  of  touch  with  reality,” 
churches  should  either  seek  to  change 
structures  of  violence  or  disengage  from 
them. 

“In  a  world  which  rapidly  escalates 
into  unthinking  and  brutal  violence  at  the 
drop  of  a  bomb,”  he  writes,  “there  may 
be  a  crucial  place  for  a  community  that 
will  insist  that,  at  whatever  cost  to  itself, 
it  will  say  ‘no’  to  violence,  both  the 
structural  violence  that  silently 
devastates  and  the  physical  violence  that 
shriekingly  destroys.” 

Dr.  Brown  predicts  that  “such  a 
position  is  going  to  be  a  minority  position. 
It  is  not  going  to  draw  new  members  with 


noticeable  rapidity,  and  if  seriously 
embodied  will  drive  out  many  ,who  now 
feel  they  share  the  name  of  Christian.” 

Furthermore,  he  says,  “those  outside, 
or  on  the  edges,  of  such  a  church  will  feel 
threatened  by  it  and  may  perhaps  turn 
violently  against  it.  At  least  they  will  no 
longer  do  what  they  presently  do  — 
ignore  it.” 

Dr.  Brown  warns  that  “if  white 
churches  are  going  to  do  no  more  than 
reflect,  in  a  pale  fashion,  the  values  of  the 
culture  around  them,  they  do  not  really 
deserve  to  survive."  But  he  contends  that 
“there  are  still  opportunities  for  white 
churches  to  exert  leverage  short  of 
violence  on  the  structures  of  which  they 
are  a  part.” 

In  Dr.  Brown’s  view,  violence  “in¬ 
volves  a  great  deal  more  than  simply  an 
overt  physical  act  of  destruction.  It 
describes  the  actual  situation  of  the  great 
majority  of  the  human  family,  whose 
existence  is  so  exploited  and  demeaned 
—  even  though  no  overt  physical  actions 
are  taking  place  —  that  they  can  indeed 
be  described  as  victims  of  the  continuing 
violence  of  our  society." 


bishop,  "is  the  same  as  the  purpose  of 
God:  to  bring  Jesus  Christ  to  the 
World  ...  but  to  bring  Him  to  the  world,  I 
must  first  know  Him.” 

But  knowing  Jesus  Christ  is  not  just 
being  academically  acquainted  with  the 
Jesus  of  history  or  having  an  experience 
of  the  Christ.  It  is  both,  he  said,  adding 
that  to  emphasize  one  over  the  other  is  to 
present  a'  distorted  picture  of  Jesus 
Christ  and  fail  in  the  teaching  process. 

“Much  danger  lies,"  he  said  “in  our 
assumption  that  every  one  has  the  same 
experience  of  God  that  I  have." 

Bishop  Stowe  also  said  that  many 
pastors  have  failed  in  their  task  to  be  a 
“theologian  in  residence”  as  well  as 
having  failed  to  pass  on  the  “rich 
heritage"  of  the  Christian  faith. 

Consequently,  he  said,  churchmen 
often  find  themselves  in  the  position  of 
having  "taught  people  to  be  good  for 
nothing,  rather  than  good  for  something.’ 

Also  addressing  the  gathering,  which 
met  Jan.  7-8  at  the  Adolphus  Hotel  here, 
was  Council  president  Dr.  Emerson  S. 
Colaw  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  who  called  on 
the  United  Methodist  Board  of  Disciple- 
ship  to  “help  us  have  hope  and  to  keep 
alive  a  sense  of  excitement." 

The  Council  maintains  “fraternal"  ties 
with  the  Board  of  Discipleship. 

Dr.  Colaw  also  pointed  to  the  fact  that 
there  is  a  desire  across  the  church  today 
for  “something  alive,  attractive,  that 
turns  us  on  to  the  needs  of  people." 


Class 

tied 

Rale:  25c  per  word,  figure  or  Intltal  per  In¬ 
sertion.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on 
contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  In  advance.  Minimum  charge  of  S6.25 
Service  charge  or  blind  ads  Sl.OOper  Insertion. 

CHOICE  FOUR  TOURS  from  Dallas.  22  days, 

June  12.  Central.  Southern  Europe;  Scandi¬ 
navia;  British  Isles;  Russia.  First  class  hotels. 

Bess  Loudcrmilk.  3339  Milton.  Dallas.  Texas 
75205.  (214 >  363-2692. 

HOMEPAKENTS  NEEDED  for  child  care. 

These  are  full  time  positions  for  married 
couples  with  no  dependents.  In  addition  to 
salary,  we  provide  meals,  laundry  service, 
living  quarters  while  on  duty,  sick  leave;  also 
Insurance  and  retirement  programs  are 
available.  Applicants  must  be  non-smokers, 
non-drinkers,  high  school  graduate,  preferably 
with  college  training.  These  positions  can 
provide  very  rewarding  experiences.  Please 
contact  the  personnel  Department.  Methodist 

Home,  1111  Herring  Ave.,  Waco.  Texas  76708. 

ENERGY  SHORTAGE  giving  you  the  blues? 
Laugh  with  the  rest  of  us  when  you  receive 
your  copy  of  the  humorous-yet  significant- 
cartoon  book.  "A  Methodist  Is...",  depicting 
the  foibles  of  some  of  us  church  members.  Still 
only  SI. 50  from  Cokesbury. 

APPLICATIONS  FOR  SUMMER  POSITIONS 
of  camp  manager  and  camp  cook  at  Beaver 
Creek  United  Methodist  Youth  Camp  near 

South  Fork.  Colorado,  will  be  accepted  up  to 
January  18.  1974.  For  further  Information, 
write  or  telephone:  Wayne  C.  Davis.  Route  No. 

1,  Box  205,  Center.  Colo.  81124.  Area  code 
303-754-3349. 

AROUND-THE-WORLD  TOUR:  Visit  Hawaii. 
Japan.  Taiwan.  Hong  Kong.  Thailana.  Nepal, 

pest.  Optional  return  via  Afghanistan.  Russia. 
Sightseeing;  conferences  with  heads  of  state, 
missionaries,  ambassadors,  editors.  5  fasclna-  \ 

ting  weeks.  25th  annual  WORLD  TOUR 
departs  July  9.  Write  for  free  brochure;  Mrs. 
George  Fallon,  107  East  North,  Arlington. 

Texas  76012 

GREECE.  EGYPT.  HOLY  LAND,  ROME, 
SWITZERLAND.  AMSTERDAM.  23  days, 

July  74.  Personaly  escorted  tour.  Christian 
group.  For  brochure,  write:  Rev.  Rex  Sample, 

Box  67,  Simla.  Colorado  80835. 

PREGNANT?  UNMARRIED?— Give  your 
baby  a  home  and  a  chance  at  life!  The 
Methodist  Mission  Home  in  San  Antonio  offers 
a  complete,  confidential  service  on  your 
problems.  Good  living  situation,  warm  ac¬ 
ceptance-best  medical  care — expert  coun¬ 
seling— continuing  high  school  education  and 
adoption  service.  Call  or  write:  Rev.  Harold 
Burkhardt.  6487  Whitby  Rd..  San  Antonio, 
T°xes  78740.  Phone  (512)  696-2410  i 

A  UNIQUE  OPPORTUNITY.  A  successful 
retired  salesman  or  minister  to  represent  one 
of  America’s  fastest  growing  religious  radio 
programs  In  your  area.  Exceptionally  good 
Income  potential.  If  Interested,  write. 

Methodist  Hour.  Box  77.  Orlando.  Florida 

32802 

BIN  DIR  WOOR  MAKES  A  CALL  for  a 
thousand  persons  to  run  for  the  highest  public 
offices,  not  to  win.  but  to  help  remold  the  world 
according  to  the  SOCIAL  CREED  and  the 
WORLD  DEMOCRACY  IDEAL,  and  to  have 
prayers  for  the  sick  and  the  soul-sick  and  the 
dying,  and  to  wear  on  their  foreheads.  In  let¬ 
ters  of  gold,  the  earth-changing  words.  "World 
Democracy."  Read  the  Dew  Drop.  25c.  Editor. 
Bennett  Wm.  Palmer,  15  S.  2nd  St..  Haines 
rity.  Fla.  33844. 

MINNESOTA  CONFERENCE.  UNITED 
METHODIST.  EUROPEAN  YOUTH  EX¬ 
PERIENCE  for  high  school  persons.  June  24- 
July  15.  1974.  $849.  See  England.  Netherlands, 
Germany.  Switzerland.  France.  Brochure 
available.  Inquire:  B.W.  Buller.  1514 
Englewood.  St.  Paul.  Minn.  55104,  (612  )  6&- 
0667. 

GREEK  ISLAND  CRUISE.  Including  SPAIN. 
PORTUGAL.  TURKEY.  15  days,  departing 
Dallas  May  9.  Also  SCANDINAVIA.  RUSSIA 
tour.  Including  NINE  COUNTRIES.  22  days, 
departing  Dallas  June  12.  Escorted  by  Miss 
Carolyn  Humphries.  4310  Swiss  Ave.,  Dallas 
75204.  Phone  (214  )  823-7427. 

FINANCIAL  AID  SOURCES:  A  thoroughly- 
researched  list  of  sources  of  scholarships, 
fellowships  and  loans  available  to  persons 
preparing  for  church-related  vocations.  S3. 00. 
Resources,  P.O.  Box  593.  Florence,  Ala.  35630. 
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Ancient  city  may  be  key 
to  today’s  Mideast  peace 
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Three  faiths  survive  amid  a  monotheistic  creed 


By  Religious  News  Service 

A  little,  very  old  walled  enclave  that 
sits  on  a  mountaintop  amid  the  ancient 
hills  of  Judea  may  well  prove  to  be  the 
crux  of  today’s  Middle  East  peace. 

Known  as  the  Old  City  of  Jerusalem,  its 
welter  of  cramped  streets  and  narrow 
lanes  wind  and  twist  over  ground  that  has 
been  saturated  with  the  blood  of 
Israelite,  Egyptian,  Aramean,  Assyrian, 
Babylonian,  Persian,  Greek,  Roman, 
Arab,  Seljuk,  Crusader,  Mameluke, 
Ottoman,  British,  Jordanian,  and  Israeli. 

For  the  21-acre  enclosure,  which  is  all 
there  was  of  Jersualem  a  hundred  years 
ago,  embraces  cherished  shrines  of  the 
world’s  three  major  monotheistic 
religions  --  Judaism,  Christianity,  and 
Islam  --  whose  conflicting  claims  over 
the  centuries  have  made  it  a  chief  focus 
of  bitter  and  protracted  contest  of  arms, 
one  that  has  yet  to  be  fully  resolved. 

At  the  highest  point  of  the  Old  City  is 
another  enclave,  whose  Western  Wall,  a 
small  remnant  of  the  fortifications  that 
once  surrounded  the  magnificent  Temple 
of  Herod,  still  stands  as  a  symbol  of 
Jewish  agony. 

Since  Byzantine  times,  Jewish  custom 
ha?  directed  the  faithful  to  pray  daily  at 
the  Wall,  and  their  mournful  chants  and 
prayers  prompted  visitors  to  call  it  the 
Wailing  Wall. 

Just  to  the  south  of  the  Haram  Ash- 
Sharif,  within  the  walls  of  the  enclosure, 
stands  A1  Aksa,  the  largest  mosque  in 
Jerusalem,  on  a  site  consecrated  by 
Muslims  about  600  A.D. 

In  pre-Islamic  times,  the  holy  places  of 
the  early  Christians  were  located 
elsewhere  in  the  city,  for  to  them  the  seat 
of  the  ancient  Temple  was  accursed 
ground. 

It  was  not  until  after  the  Crusaders  had 
regained  Jerusalem  for  Christendom  in 
the  11th  Century  that  Christians  began  to 
hold  the  site  of  the  Temple  to  be  sanc¬ 
tified  ground,  because  to  it  Jesus  had 
been  brought  as  an  infant,  had  held 
discourse  with  the  rabbis  as  a  youth,  and 
had  preached  and  taught. 

The  single  most  important  Christian 
shrine  in  the  Old  City  of  Jerusalem,  is  the 
Church  of  the  Holy  Sepulcher,  built  in  the 


fourth  Century  by  the  Emperor  Con¬ 
stantine  on  the  traditional  site  of  Jesus’ 
crucifixion,  burial,  and  resurrection. 

Sundered  by  repeated  earthquakes, 
battered  and  ransacked  by  beseiging 
armies,  and  defiled  by  non-Christian 
conquerors,  the  church  has  nonetheless 
endured. 

Today  it  reflects  the  polyglot  nature  of 
Christianity :  it  is  jointly  owned  by  the 
Latin,  Greek,  and  Armenian  Orthodox 
Churches.  Most  of  its  19  chapels  are 
under  the  direction  of  these  groups,  but 
others  are  maintained  by  the  Coptic, 
Syrian,  and  Abyssinian  Churches. 

The  arrangement  has  led  to  heroic 
arguments  in  the  past  every  time  one 
community  tried  to  expand  its  dominion 
over  parts  of  the  church  at  the  alleged 
expense  of  the  other.  It  is  only  after  some 
26  years  of  interreligious  wrangling,  14 
years  of  actual  work,  and  expenditures  of 
more  than  $3  million,  that  a  long  delayed 
restoration  of  the  Church  of  the  Holy 
Sepulcher  is  finally  nearing  completion. 

The  seeds  of  today’s,  Arab-Israeli 
conflict  and  the  clash  of  competing 
Christian  claims  to  the  Holy  City  were 
planted  when  David,  the  youthful  King  of 
Judah,  wrested  Jerusalem  from  the 
Jebusites  around  996  B.C.  and  fixed  its 
destiny  for  all  time  as  the  epicenter  of  the 
monotheistic  world. 

Amid  scenes  of  rejoicing,  the  Ark  of  the 
Covenant  -  which  held  the  holiest  relics 
of  the  Israelites,  the  tablets  of  the  Ten 
Commandments  given  to  Moses  --  came 
to  the  end  of  a  journey  that  had  begun  at 
Mount  Sinai  nearly  three  hundred  years 
earlier. 

Jerusalem  would  be  sanctified  above 
all  cities  by  the  presence  of  the  Ark  -  and 
its  tablets  defining  the  moral  relationship 
among  men  and  between  man  and  God 
would  ultimately  become  the  basis  of  the 
Judeo-Christian  ethic. 

About  46  years  later,  David’s  son, 
Solomon,  following  his  father’s  in¬ 
junction  to  build  a  house  of  the  Lord  as  a 
permanent  dwelling  for  the  Ark,  capped 
the  sacred  rock  of  Abraham  with  the 
resplendent  First  Temple. 

In  135  A.D.  Roman  Emperor  Hadrian 
crushed  a  final  Jewish  revolt,  completely 


4 Waltons’  creator  cites 
need  for  family  prayer 


ST.  LOUIS,  Mo.  (RNF)  -  One  of  the 
nation’s  best-known  TV  familes  -  The 
Waltons  --  practices  family  prayer 
around  the  dinner  table  “because  that’s 
the  unique  kind  of  family  they  are,” 
according  to  the  series  creator. 

It’s  the  same  kind  of  prayer  -  with 
hands  joined  in  an  unbroken  circle  - 
experienced  by  the  show’s  creator  when 
he  was  growing  up  in  the  mountains  of 
central  Virginia  and  which  is  becoming 
increasingly  popular  with  today's 
viewers  of  The  Waltons. 

Earl  Hamner,  creator,  narrator  and 
script  supervisor  for  The  Waltons  -  now 
at  the  top  of  the  TV  ratings  --  told  The  St. 
Louis  Review  in  an  interview  that  when 
he  was  growing  up,  grace  before  meals 
was  usually  led  by  his  father. 

“And  while  sometimes  serious,  he  was 
also  a  jovial  man,”  Hamner  said.  "I 
vividly  recall  once,  as  we  were  all 
waiting  for  him  to  recite  formal  grace,  he 
just  came  out  with  ‘Dear  God,  we’re 
going  to  eat.’  ” 

Hamner,  who  grew  up  in  the  central 
Virginia  village  of  Schuyler  during  the 
Depression,  also  recalled  visiting  an 
uncle  who  always  insisted  on  family 
prayer  at  bedtime. 

“But  it  was  unfamiliar  to  us,  and  we 
nephews  would  always  nudge  each  other 
and  grin  a  lot,”  he  said. 

Family  prayer  on  The  Waltons  stem 
from  the  intense  need  felt  by  the 
Depression-era  family,  Hamner  seemed 


N.Y.  priest-councilman  vows  to 
defend  quality  of  human  life 


BRONX.  N.Y.  (RNS)  -  A  Roman 
Catholic  priest,  elected  to  New  York  City 
Council  last  November,  took  an  unusual 
oath  of  office  here  (Jan.  6)  when  he  swore 
before  the  altar  at  St.  Athanasius  church 
to  defend  the  people  of  his  district  “strug¬ 
gling  for  a  decent  life." 

Father  Louis  Gigante,  41,  an  associate 
pastor  at  the  South  Bronx  parish  where 
he  has  served  for  12  years,  was  scheduled 
to  be  officially  sworn  in  at  City  Hall  with 
all  43  Councilmen  on  Jan.  9. 

Standing  before  the  altar  in  white 
vestments,  Father  Gigante  made  speci¬ 
fic  pledges  to  representatives  of  several 
areas  included  in  his  district,  which 
covers  parts  of  three  New  York  City 
boroughs. 

To  a  representative  of  the  South  Bronx, 
he  promised  to  fight  the  high  index  of 
crime  and  help  families  “struggling  for  a 
decent  life”;  to  East  Harlem,  he  vowed 
to  work  for  a  better  quality  of  life;  to 
Middle  Village  in  Queens,  he  said  he 
would  endeavor  to  achieve  economic 
stability;  and  to  the  Yorkville  section  on 
Manhattan,  he  promised  to  fight  unscru¬ 
pulous  land  developers. 

In  making  his  pledge  “to  serve  you  and 
the  people  of  New  York  officially  as  city 
councilman,"  Father  Gigante  likened  it 
to  the  pledge  he  made  15  years  ago  when 
he  was  ordained  a  priest. 

Father  Gigante,  a  Democratic  Party 


obliterated  all  traces  of  the  Temple  and 
of  the  city  itself,  built  on  its  site  a  small 
new  city  he  named  Aelia  Capitolina,  and 
banned  all  Jews,  under  penalty  of  death, 
from  its  precincts. 

On  the  site  of  Golgotha,  where  Jesus 
had  been  crucified,  Hadrian  is  said  to 
have  had  a  temple  to  Venus  erected  to 
erase  even  the  faintest  stirrings  of 
another  alien  tradition,  the  tiny  sect  of 
Christians  whose  seed  had  been  planted 
there. 

But  two  centuries  later,  the  Roman 
Emperor  Constantine,  who  had  dedicated 
his  vast  empire  to  “Christ,  Ruler  and 
Master  of  the  World,”  built  the  first 
Church  of  the  Holy  Sepulcher  on  the  ruins 
of  Hadrian’s  pagan  temple,  and  the  Holy 
Land  and  Jersualem  soon  reached  its 
zenith  under  Christian  auspices,  enjoying 
a  vitality  it  had  not  experienced  since  the 
days  of  Herod  the  Great. 

Then,  in  637  A.D.,  the  followers  of  a 
newly-found  faith  -  Islam  -  from  the 
Arabian  peninsula  seized  Jerusalem  in 
the  name  of  Allah  and  built  a  rude 
mosque  on  the  site  of  the  second  Jewish 
Temple,  later  replaced  by  the  golden 
octagonal  Dome  of  the  Rock. 

The  Holy  City  remained  under  Muslim 
control  until  1099  A.D.,  when  soldiers  of 
the  first  Crusade,  called  by  Pope  Urban 
II,  captured  the  bitterly  defended  city. 
Jerusalem  was  a  Christian  city  once 
again. 

The  bloody  Crusader  victory  touched 
off  a  new  era  of  political-religious  tur¬ 
moil  in  the  Middle  East,  with  the  flame  of 
jihad,  or  holy  war,  flickering  across 
Palestine  for  centuries  to  come,  to  the 
point  where  interminable  strife  became  a 
fact  of  life  in  Old  Jerusalem. 

In  June  of  1967,  at  the  height  of  the 
Arab-Israeli  conflict  known  as  the  Six- 
Day  War,  a  jubilant  Jewish  Army 
stormed  and  captured  the  Old  City  --  and 
for  the  first  time  since  the  sack  of 
Jerusalem  some  19  centuries  earlier,  the 
ancient  walled  enclave  was  in  Jewish 
hands. 

Since  then,  on  each  Friday,  the  cry 
“Allahu  Akhbar!”  (“Allah  is  most 
great!”)  summons  Jerusalem’s  Muslim 
population  to  midday  devotions  on  the 
Haram  Ash-Sharif,  the  raised  platform 
surrounding  the  Dome  of  the  Rock. 

As  the  Muslims  depart,  Christian 


Jerusalem's  old  city 


A  little,  very  old  walled  enclave  that  sits  on  a  mountaintop 
amid  the  ancient  hills  of  Judea  may  well  prove  to  be  the  crux  of 
today’s  Middle  East  peace.  Known  as  the  Old  City  of 
Jerusalem,  it  embraces  cherished  shrines  of  the  world’s  three 
major  monotheistic  religions  -  Judaism,  Christianity,  and 
Islam  -  whose  conflicting  claims  over  the  centuries  have  made 
it  a  chief  focus  of  bitter  and  protracted  contest  of  arms,  one 
that  has  yet  to  be  fully  resolved. 

This  aerial  view  of  the  Old  City  looks  east,  from  the  Jaffa 
Gale  and  the  Citadel  ( Herod’s  Palace)  in  the  foreground  to  the 
Mount  of  Lives  and  the  Garden  of  Gethsemane  in  the 
background,  beyond  the  walls.  Within  the  walls  are  the  oc¬ 
tagonal  Mosque  of  Omar,  better  known  as  the  Dome  of  the 


Rock  (upper  right  center),  Islam's  third  holiest  shrine  after 
Mecca  and  Medina;  the  Western  or  Wailing  Wall  (facing  open 
area  just  to  the  right  of  the  Dome  of  the  Rock),  a  small  rem¬ 
nant  of  the  fortifications  that  once  surrounded  the  Temple  of 
Herod  and  Judaism's  holiest  shrine. 

The  single  most  important  Christian  shrine  in  the  Old  City  of 
Jerusalem  is  the  Church  of  the  Holy  Sepulcher  (domed 
structure  at  far  left  center),  built  in  the  fourth  century  by  the 
Emperor  Constantine  on  the  traditional  site  of  Jesus’ 
crucifixion,  burial,  and  resurrection.  Just  to  the  left  of  this 
Church  winds  the  Via  Dolorosa,  traditionally  regarded  as  the 
route  Jesus  walked  to  the  Crucifixion. 
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Adventists’  five-day  program 
helps  kick  cigarette  habit 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  It  is  the  third 
morning  of  the  Seventh-Day  Adventists 
“5-dav  Live-in  Plan”  to  stop  smoking. 

Five  guests,  who  have  been  lighting  up 
an  average  of  two  packs  of  cigarettes  a 
day  for  most  of  their  adult  lives,  are 


to  indicate. 

“We  don’t  put  prayer  in  the  script 
intentionally,  for  effect.  It’s  a  byproduct 
of  the  unique  family  that  they  are.” 

The  show,  telecast  on  CBS  Thursday 
nights,  chronicles  a  close-knit,  three- 
generation  family  living  on  a  rural  farm 
during  the  depression  and  struggling 
mightily  just  to  subsist. 

Much  of  the  scripts’  action  concerns 
the  mutual  help  given  to  one  member  of 
the  family  by  another. 

“We  put  prayer  in  if  it’s  dramatically 
right,”  Hamner  explained,  noting  that 
religion  has  a  role  in  many  of  the  TV 
episodes. 

Informed  that  many  St.  Louis  area 
families  had  reported  the  custom  of 
Waltons-style  prayer  at  mealtime, 
Hamner  responded: 

“1  love  hearing  that.  You  know,  there 
used  to  be  a  kind  of  ‘togetherness’  that 
was  promoted  some  years  ago  that  had  a 
lot  of  phoniness  to  it.  But  family  prayer 
like  that  -  and  that  The  Waltons  practice 
-  can  bring  a  real  kind  of  togetherness.” 

Although  the  TV  family  suffers  from 
the  Depression,  family  prayer  can  be  just 
as  needed  in  the  1970s,  Hamner  added. 

“Mealtime  is  one  of  the  few  times  that 
members  of  the  family  get  together. 
Today,  the  only  communication  some 
families  have  is  by  messages  on  a  kit¬ 
chen  bulletin  board.  I  think  com¬ 
munication  in  prayer  would  be  very 
beneficial  to  almost  any  family  now.” 


pilgrims  converge  upon  the  northwest  preparing  to  face  the  third  straight  day 
corner  of  the  Haram.  Led  by  Franciscan  without  a  smoke.  It  is  8  a.m.  and  they 
friars,  these  pilgrims  retrace  Jesus’  have  just  finished  a  round  of  exercises 
fateful  final  steps  --  a  route  that  ter-  ending  with  20  “jumping-jacks.” 
minates  within  the  Church  of  the  Holy  Mary  Ellen,  a  fortyish  stockbroker’s 
Sepulcher.  assistant,  appears  at  the  breakfast  table 

At  dusk,  the  city’s  Jews  gather  at  the  with  a  distressed,  “Dr.  Jones,  I  woke  up 
Wailing  Wall  to  welcome  the  Sabbath  with  a  terrific  craving  for  a  cigarette  and 
with  song  and  prayer  -  “Shema  Yisrael,  it  won’t  go  away.” 

Adonoy  Elohenu,  Adonoy  Echad!”  Murmurs  of  encouragement  and  sym- 


(“Hear,  O  Israel,  the  Lord  our  God,  the 
Lord  is  One!”) 

Thus,  within  the  space  of  a  few  hours, 
the  cycle  is  complete:  independently  and 


pathy  come  from  the  other  guests  as 
breakfast  food  is  passed  around  the 
table:  grapefruit  juice;  home-made  gra¬ 
nola  cereal,  muffins  and  whole  wheat 


peaceably  the  adherents  of  three  faiths  bread;  nutmeats  and  raisins;  fresh  and 
nave  resolved  the  incongruities  and  baked  apples;  coffee  substitute  or  herb 
tensions  of  the  Holy  City  in  an  essential  tea;  eggs  scrambled  with  vegetarian 
harmony  of  a  commonly-held  monotheis-  “bacon”  bits. 


tic  creed. 


live-in” 


district  leader  in  the  South  Bronx,  was  an 
unsuccessful  candidate  for  the  U.S. 
House  of  Representatives  in  1970.  He  had 
sought  the  Congressional  seat  as  a 
springboard  to  widespread  slum  cleanup, 
urban  redevelopment  and  the  fight 
against  increasing  crime. 

Often  called  the  “slum  priest.”  he  has 
described  himself  as  a  “people  priest" 
seeking  peace  in  the  community.  He  has 
said  that  his  political  activities  are  an 
“extension"  of  his  priestly  duties  and 
reports  the  support  of  his  pastor,  Father 
James  Byrne,  and  others  in  the  parish. 

The  Bronx  priest  came  to  prominence 
in  1970  when  he  led  several  protests  at 
City  Hall,  calling  for  help  to  wipe  out 
drug  addiction  and  crime  in  the  South 
Bronx.  He  was  once  ejected  from  the 
chambers  in  which  he  will  now  sit  when 
he  interrupted  proceedings  to  plea  for 
anti-narcotics  funds. 

Active  in  many  community  prcfgrams 
in  his  area  during  his  12  years  at  St. 
Athanasius,  Father  Gigante’s  district  is 
populated  largely  by  blacks  and  Puerto 
Ricans,  and  other  ethnic  minorities. 

Father  Gigante  noted  that  he  took  the 
unofficial  oath  of  office  on  the  feast  of  the 
Epiphany,  commemorated  by  the  Church 
as  the  day  the  Three  Kings  of  the  Gospel 
swore  allegiance  to  the  Christ-child  at 
Bethlehem. 


I'he 


other 


guests 


Adventists’  New  York  Center  are  Wil¬ 
liam  (not  his  real  name),  a  hefty 
insurance  man  in  his  fifties  who  suffers 
from  emphysema;  Laura,  a  quiet  grey- 
haired  legal  secretary;  Lewis,  a  young 
bearded  building  superintendent;  and 
Dorene,  a  vivacious,  sometimes  moody 
writer. 

Concurrent  with  the  “live-in”  program 
is  a  five-day  “evening”  program  in 
which  19  smokers  were  enrolled.  Both 
programs  are  scheduled  the  first  wedk  of 
every  month. 

The  smokers  in  this  December  group 
represented  a  wide  range  of  ages  and 
religions  -  Protestant.  Catholic,  Jewish 
and  agnostic.  The  sexes  are  about 
equally  represented.  None  were  Seventh- 
Day  Adventists.  No  reference  is  made  to 
religion  “unless  a  guest  specifically 
brings  it  up.” 

What  are  their  chances  of  "kicking” 
the  smoking  habit  during  the  five-day 
program? 

The  ‘live-in’  program  has  been  operat¬ 
ing  since  September  1972,  but  “statis¬ 
tics”  are  not  available.  However,  offi¬ 
cials  at  the  New  York  Center  estimated 
that  “success  rates”  are  running  75  per 
cent  or  higher. 

The  success  rate  for  the  Adventists’ 
original  five-day  evening  plan,  launched 
in  1960,  is  running  about  50  per  cent, 
according  to  Dr.  Irving  Jones,  co¬ 
director  of  the  New  York  program.  Some 
5  million  Americans  have  reportedly 
stopped  smoking  through  the  Adventists’ 
program. 


It  appears  that  the  smoker’s  attitude 
toward  smoking  and  health  is  the  key 
which  largely  determines  whether  the 
plan  will  work  for  him  or  her. 

The  Adventist  plan  is  a  "total  health” 
program  aimed  at  bringing  about  im¬ 
proved  health  in  all  aspects  of  the 
smokers’  lives. 

Adventists  believe  that  individuals  can 
enjoy  vibrant  life  if  they  live  in  harmony 
with  the  “basic  natural  laws”  ordained 
by  God  -  which  include  such  simple 
essentials  as  exercise,  fresh  air,  sleep, 
sunshine,  pure  water,  nourishing  foods  in 
moderation,  and  abstinence  from  such 
substances  as  tobacco  and  liquor  which 
do  not  contribute  to  good  health. 

Guests  at  the  “live-in”  clinic  pay  $125 
for  five  days  of  aid  -  it  includes  room  and 
board;  heart,  lung  and  blood  tests;  sauna 
and  steam  showers  to  tone  up  the  body 
and  help  remove  nicotine  residues; 
exercises  to  improve  circulation;  craft 
sessions  and  informal  lectures  and  films. 

The  evening  program  costs  $10  and  is 
included  as  part  of  the  schedule  for 
“live-in”  guests.  Graduates  from  the 
program  may  return  at  any  time  for  a 
“refresher”  course.  Wednesdays  are 
“alumni  nights,”  with  graduates  from 
previous  groups  joining  the  evening 
session  to  share  experiences,  gain 
strength  and  give  encouragement. 

Both  programs  are  basically  guide¬ 
lines  which  reinforce  the  smokers’  desire 
to  quit  and  show  them  how  good  they  can 
feel  when  they  begin  to  “live  right.” 


‘Lam/?’  editor  cautions  against 
4 platitudinous ’  Christian  unity 


Bell  exited  at  work 


BREWSTER.  N.Y.  —  William  Theobald  hangs  a  peal  of  eight  bells  in  the  tower  of 
the  Melrose  Chapel  of  the  Community  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  an  Episcopal  women's 
order,  in  Brewster.  N.Y.  The  60-year-old  Englishman  is  one  of  the  few  persons  in  the 
world  who  can  both  hang  English-style  bells  and  teach  people  to  ring  them  properly. 

English  bells,  unlike  carillons  which  are  sounded  from  keyboards,  are  rung  by 
ropes  and  do  not  play  tunes.  They  ring  scales  based  on  an  almost  inexhaustible 
combination  of  numbers.  Great  skill  is  required  to  become  an  accomplished 
bellringer.  Peals  usually  run  from  eight  to  12  bells  and  require  one  person  to  ring 
each  bell  -  sometimes  two  on  the  largest.  A  split-second  miss  in  tugging  the  rope  will 
foul  up  the  sequence.  religious  newsservice  photo 


GARRISON,  N.Y.  (RNS)  -  Expres¬ 
sing  fear  that  the  Week  of  Prayer  for 
Christian  Unity  “may  become  a  routine 
devotion”  or  be  fashioned  into  “a  Week  of 
Platitudes,”  the  editor  of  The  Lamp 
magazine  here  called  for  attention  to 
“what  must  be  done  to  heal  the 
divisions”  in  Christianity. 

“If  the  Week  of  Prayer... has  been 
institutionalized  and  no  longer  makes 
people  aware  of  the  real  issues  that 
divide  them,  then  it  is  time  for  a 
prophetic  voice  to  arise  and  smash  this 
man-made  idol,”  said  Father  Edmund 
Delaney,  S.A. 

Writing  editorially  in  the  Christian 
unity  publication  just  prior  to  the  1974 
Week  of  Prayer  (Jan.  18  to  25),  the 
Graymoor  priest  said  that  since  its  first 
observance  in  1908  the  week  “has  been  a 
major  instrument  in  keeping  alive  the 
hope  of  Christian  reunion.” 

But,  he  warned,  because  the  obser¬ 
vance  has  been  underway  for  many 
years  by  great  numbers  of  people  “there 
is  great  danger  that  the  Week  of  Prayer 
may  become  a  routine  devotion.” 

“Too  many  people  already  practice  a 
particular  ...  ‘liturgy’  in  which  ...  they 
share  churches  with  other  denomina¬ 
tions,  express  sorrow  for  the  past  and 
hope  for  the  future,  and  warmly  greet 
their  brothers  in  Christ,”  said  Father 
Delaney.  But  on  the  day  following  the 
week,  he  noted,  and  for  the  other  51 
weeks  of  the  year,  “they  are  back  to  their 
provincial  denominational  interests.” 

Warning  that  the  Week  of  Prayer  can 
be  "perverted  into  a  cover  and  protection 
for  the  divisions  we  do  not  wish  to  give 
up,”  the  Graymoor  priest  said  that  in 
many  locations  the  week  has  been 
fashioned  into  a  “Week  of  Platitudes  by 


those  who  fear  any  change  in  the 
ecclesiastical  status  quo.” 

“Above  all.”  the  priest  stressed,  “it 
must  be  a  time  of  prayer  as  we  realize 
the  magnitude  of  our  failure  to  put  into 
practice  those  things  we  know  must  be 
done  to  heal  the  divisions  we  have 
inherited.” 
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The  beautiful  8%  inch  wide  Christian 
symbol,  the  Ichthus,  is  reproduced  to 
the  finest  detail  in  ultra-modern 
woodlike  material.  It  captures  the 
grain,  weight  and  design  of  the  wood 
original.  Beautifully  walnut  stained,  or 
available  in  black  or  white.  Comes 
ready  for  mounting. 

Please  send  me - Ichthus  at  S4.50, 

which  includes  postage  and  handling. 


Name  - 


State _ 
Zip _ 


TM  Exchange  P.  O.  Box  1076 
Dallas,  Texas  75221 
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CHALICE  AND  CROSS  -  A  Communion  chalice  and  processional  cross  have  been 
given  to  St.  Luke’s  United  Methodist  Church  in  Shreveport  by  friends  of  Bob  McKee 
[LEFT]  in  honor  of  his  birthday.  On  the  right  is  Randy  Nichols,  a  seminary  student 
at  Emory  University.  Atlanta,  Georgia,  who  spoke  at  St.  Luke’s  on  Student 
Recognition  Day. 


SPECIAL  PROGRAM  -  Children  and  youth  of  Newman  United  Methodist  Church, 
Alexandria,  brought  a  special  Christmas  program  to  the  Church  Dec.  23.  A  surprise 
feature  of  the  event  was  a  Christmas  money  tree,  presented  to  Reverend  and  Mrs. 
Nathaniel  Perry,  the  pastor.  Shown  above  are  some  of  the  youth  who  participated  in 
the  special  one-act  Christmas  play. 


CHRISTMAS  PLAY  -  “The  Real  Meaning  of  Christmas"  was  presented  at  the  Pearl 
River  church  by  Sunday  school  pupils  during  the  holidays.  Leaders  involved  were 
Jerry  Baggett,  Mrs.  Edwin  J.  Mayfield.  Mrs.  Betty  Reeves  and  Reverend  Lewis 
Ovenshire.  pastor. 


COMMUNION  SERVICE  -  UMYF  Members  at  the  Lacombe  church  participated  in 
the  Christmas  Eve  candlelight  Communion  service  at  the  church.  Eddie  Deckwa  is 
president  and  Mrs.  Larry  Hartley  is  counselor.  The  Reverend  Lewis  Ovenshire  is 
the  pastor  the  Pearl  River/Lacombe  charge  in  the  Hammond  District. 

The  ‘Methodist  Hour’  now  on  two 


radio  stations  in  Ruston  District 


Sponsored  nationally  by  the  South¬ 
eastern  Jurisdiction  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  the  half-hour  radio  pro¬ 
gram  “The  Methodist  Hour"  has  been 
placed  on  two  radio  stations  in  the  Ruston 
District,  sponsored  by  two  United  Meth¬ 
odist  churches  there. 

The  Grace  Methodist  Church  of  Rus¬ 


ton,  Reverend  W.  0.  Lynch,  Jr.,  pastor, 
sponsors  the  religious  program  on  Sun¬ 
days  from  8:30-9:00  a.m.  over  station 
KRUS  in  Ruston. 

The  Springhill  Church,  Reverend 
George  Harkins,  pastor,  sponsors  the 
program  over  KBSF  in  Springhill  from 
9:00-9:30  a.m.  on  Sundays. 
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Conference  calendar 

FEBRUARY  1974 

1-  3  Conference  Youth  Winter  Retreat,  Camp  Istrouma 

8  New  Orleans  District,  Local  Church  Secretaries  of  Enlistment  Workshop 
8  Called  Meeting,  Conference  Board  of  Laity,  Horseshoe  Drive  Church, 
Alexandria 

11-26  District  Training  Workshops,  Local  Church  Lay  Leaders,  7:00  p.m. 

11  Alexandria  District 

12  Baton  Rouge  District 

13  Hammond  District 

14  Lafayette  District 

19  Monroe  District 

20  Natchitoches  District 

21  New  Orleans  District 

25  Ruston  District 

26  Shreveport  District 

22-23  Conference  United  Methodist  Women’s  Executive  Committee,  Alexandria 

22- 24  District  Training  Workshops,  Local  Church  Secretaries  of  Enlistment 

22  Shreveport  District 

23  Ruston  District 

24  Monroe  District 

23- 27  Mardi  Gras  Young  Adult  Seminar  -  Rayne  Memorial  Church,  New  Orleans 


Audio-Visuals 

The  Conference  office  in  Shreveport  maintains  a  library  of  16  mm  movies,  film 
strips,  records  and  cassette  tapes  for  use  by  the  churches  in  Louisiana  on  a  free 
rental  basis.  Free  catalogs  are  available.  Write  to:  Library,  P.O.  Box  4325, 
Shreveport,  Louisiana  71104. 


THESIS  THEOLOGICAL  CASSETTES 
Volume  4  -  Number  10 
Dr.  John  M.  Lilley  -  “Multi-Media 
worship” 

Dr.  Henry  H.  Mitchell  -  “The  Black 
Tradition  of  Biblical  Interpretation" 
Dr.  Pieter  De  Jong  -  “Evangelism  in 
the  70’s” 

THESIS  THEOLOGICAL  CASSETTE 
Volume  4  -  Number  9 
Dr.  Carlyle  Marney  -  “No  Casual 
Meeting" 

Marilee  Adnenk,  Marge  Champion  - 
“Catch  the  New  Wind" 

Dr.  Donald  E.  Saliers  -  “Les  Orandi 
Est  Lex  Credendi" 

Dr.  Stanley  L.  Stern  -  “T.V.:  Medium 
or  Massage?” 

HELLO  UP  THERE! 

16mm  9  min  c  1969 

Through  the  realistic  filming  of  young 


children,  the  quest  for  acknowledge¬ 
ment  of  their  personhood  is  poignantly 
portrayed.  For  parents,  teachers  and 
other  adult/primary  and  junior  chil¬ 
dren:  discussion  of  child/adult  com¬ 
munication  problems. 

Adults,  children,  lower  juniors 
GOLD  IS  THE  WAY  I  FEEL 
16mm  8  min  c  1970 

33  teenagers  from  Nebraska  contri¬ 
buted  the  drawings,  paints,  and  com¬ 
ments  to  this  film  which  expresses 
youth’s  feelings  about  the  world  and 
life  in  general. 

Junior  highs  through  adults 
WESLEY  AND  HIS  TIMES 
16mm  22  min  c  1969 
A  movie  biography  of  John  Wesley, 
founder  of  Methodism. 

Documentary  in  style. 

Juniors  through  adults 


Ponchatoula  paper 


lauds  Tom 

u 

[The  editor  '  of  the  Ponchatoula 
Enterprise,  Leroy  C.  Miller  Jr.  writes  a 
column  each  week  in  his  paper  called 
"Miller’s  Meditation.’’  Two  weeks  before 
Christmas  this  was  his  column] 

Tom  Matheny,  the  Hammond  attorney, 
is  one  of  those  uncommon  men  you  oc¬ 
casionally  meet. 

He’s  a  great,  big  fellow  and  hasn’t 
begun  to  appear  fat,  but  keeps  in  shape, 
and  looks  something  like  a  pro  football 
player.  He  reminds  you  somewhat  of  that 
teevee  Perry  Mason  or  Ironsides, 
although  he  appears  several  years 
younger  than  Raymond  Burr.  Maybe 
that  is  because  Tom,  also,  has  lots  of 
hair,  plus  a  look  of  exceptional  in¬ 
telligence  mixed  with  kindness.  Like 
Perry,  Tom  has  a  keen,  alert  look  and 
radiates  confidence,  speaking  with  a  low- 
pitched  voice,  straight  to  the  point. 

Tom  has  the  reputation  of  being  a 
highly  competent  attorney  and  is  said  to 
prepare  each  case  he  handles  with  ultra- 
thoroughness,  based  on  factual  law 
supplemented  by  judicial  comments  on 
those  laws  and  rulings  by  courts  on 
similar  documented  cases.  He  is  said  to 
recognize  and  give  credit  to  the  merit  of 
his  opposers’  contentions  in  most  cases 
and  thus  gains  their  respect  while 
maintaining  the  full  confidence  of  his 
own  clients.  This  fine  competent  attorney 
has  never  sought  public  office,  and  we 
hear  he  has  said  he  never  intends  to  do 
so. 

Tom’s  service,  and  to  a  lawyer  that 
means  time,  is  devoted  to  many  worthy 
activities  not  associated  with  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  law.  The  list  of  his  present  and 
past  affliations  fill  nearly  four  typed 
pages,  single  spaced. 

Among  them  is  listed  Tom’s  leadership 
in  high  offices  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  —  local,  area  and  state.  He  has 
also  been  elected  to  the  National  Judicial 
Council  of  the  Churches-  one  of  the 
youngest  members  ever  to  serve  on  that 
body.  A  few  days  ago.  Bishop  Finis  A. 
Crutchfield  of  the  Louisiana  area  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church  with  offices  in 
New  Orleans,  said,  “...We  were  honored 
that  the  Judicial  Council  would  come  to 
New  Orleans,"  and  later  said,  “...I  am 
grateful  for  the  dignity,  the  leadership, 
and  the  general  character  of  the  Judicial 
Council."  He  called  “excellent”  the  rules 
for  the  church’s  Structure  Study  Com¬ 
mission,  which  had  been  prepared  by 
Tom  Matheny. 

He  is  an  excellent  public  speaker  and 
his  services  are  sought  for  numerous 
gatherings  as  speaker  or  as  master  of 
ceremonies.  His  keen  humor,  and  his 
ability  to  present  a  subject  or  condition, 
makes  for  lively  meetings. 

Tom  takes  time  to  dictate  short  letters 
of  praise  and  encouragement  to  dozens  of 
area  people  and,  because  of  the  respect 
with  which  he  is  held,  his  notes  and  let¬ 
ters  become  treasured  keepsakes  to 
those  who  receive  them.  He  has  held  high 
and  responsible  posts  in  service  and 
fraternal  organizations,  and  his 
acquaintance  with  people  in  high  places  - 
is  wide-spread  throughout  the  nation, 
although  a  friend  said  he  is  less  than  40 
years  of  age. 


Matheny 

As  an  attorney  and  one  who  respects 
and  adhers  to  the  cannons  of  ethics  of 
that  profession,  Tom  H.  Matheny,  had  he 
been  asked,  would  not  have  approved  of 
this  type  of  personal  comment  about  him, 
because,  you  know,  attorneys’  may  not 
advertise  or  publicize  their  services.  In 
this  little  column,  however  —  and  not 
being  a  lawyer  —  we  can  say  what  we 
please. 

It  pleases  us,  therefore,  to  tell  you, 
good  reader,  that  we  like  and  respect 
Tom  H.  Matheny  as  a  lawyer,  a  good 
man,  a  worthy  person,  and  one  we  hope 
—  after  this  —  that  we  can  still  call 
friend. 


RENEWS  VOWS  -  Reverend  and  Mrs.  W. 
R.  Wendt,  retired,  renewed  their  wed¬ 
ding  vows  on  their  50th  anniversary, 
Sunday,  Dec.  30  at  the  morning  service  at 
Lakeview  United  Methodist  Church, 
Shreveport.  Reverend  William  Nolan, 
pastor,  officiated,  with  members  of  the 
Wendt  family  as  attendants. 


MEMBERSHIP  PINS  -  Rev.  Ken 
McDowell  [LEFT]  and  Rev.  C.R. 
McCammon,  are  presented  special 
membership  pins  and  certificates  by 
Mrs.  W.F.  Atkinson,  Lafayette  District 
United  Methodist  Women  president. 

Subscribe  today 
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CHRISTIAN  SYMBOLS  -  The  Rev.  James  Poole,  pastor  of  St.  Luke’s  Church  in 
Shreveport,  gathers  children  in  the  congregation  to  the  special  Christmas  tree  at  the 
church  decorated  with  Chrismons  [Christian  Monograms].  Cynthia  Walker  reaches 
for  an  ornament.  The  other  children  [left  to  right]  are  Amy  Colgin,  Monica  Landers 
and  Laura  Hardy. 


OPEN  HOUSE  -  This  annual  Christmas  event  was  recently  held  at  the  parsonage  for 
the  members  and  friends  of  the  Elysian  Fields- John  Wesley  charge  of  the  New 
Orleans  District.  Each  year  at  Christmas  time,  the  Bergerons  open  their  home  to  the 
members  and  friends  of  the  two  churches. they  serve.  Pictured  are:  [FROM  LEFT] 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  T.  R.  Bergeron,  Sr.,  Terry  West,  of  the  Administrative  board  and  A1 
Joyner,  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Trustees. 


Franklinton 
salutes  students 

At  the  Sunday  morning  service, 
December  30,  students  presented  the 
morning  worship  service  at  the  Cen¬ 
tenary  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Franklinton.  The  entire  service  was  most 
effective  and  inspiring,  with  the  young 
people  giving  the  morning  prayer, 
scripture,  responses  and  presenting  brief 
talks  about  what  their  church  had  meant 
to  them. 

Participating  in  the  service  were: 
Keith  Fussell,  Melinda  Babington,  Holly 
Carter,  Mike  Byrd,  Greg  Crain,  Breaux 
Tageant,  Mark  James  and  Monica 
Burris. 

Pastor  of  the  church  is  Rev.  Beverly  E. 
Bond. 


Obituaries 

Rev.  A.  R.  Reeves  Sr. 

Reverend  Allen  Richard  Reeves,  66, 
of  Hall  Summitt  died  Monday,  December 
24,  1973.  Funeral  services  were  held  at  2 
P.M.  Thursday,  December  27  in  the  Holly 
Springs  Methodist  church  with  the  Rev. 
Paul  W.  Carter  officiating.  Burial  was  in 
the  Holly  Springs  cemetery. 

Survivors  include  his  widow;  three 
daughters,  Mrs.  Harold  W.  Longfellow  of 
Shreveport;  Mrs.  Paul  W.  Carter  of 
Jackson  and  Mrs.  Joseph  A.  Way  Sr.  of 
Ponchatoula;  one  son,  Allen  Richard 
Reeves  Jr.  of  Walker;  three  sisters,  Mrs. 
W.H.  White  of  Sulphur,  Mrs.  Miles  Farr 
of  Sulphur  and  Mrs.  L.E.  Thaugber  of 
Colorado;  one  brother,  A.E.  Reeves  of 
Bel;  13  grandchildren  and  three  great¬ 
grandchildren. 

The  father  of  Mrs.  Sale  Lilly  (he  is 
pastor  of  Jefferson  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Baton  Rouge)  passed  away 
December  23  in  Mississippi. 


HOLIDAY  TEA  -  The  United  Methodist 
Women  of  Oakdale  sponsored  a  Christ¬ 
mas  Tea  during  December  in  the  new 
church  parsonage  there.  Mrs.  Melonea 
Conerly,  wife  of  the  Pastor,  Rev.  Abe  M. 
Conerly  was  hostess.  Mrs.  Lillian  Fen- 
stermaker  is  the  president  of  the  Oakdale 
society.  Shown  above  is  Mrs.  R.  A. 
Crumpler  at  the  silver  tea  service. 


CHRISTMAS  PARTY  -  Membership  of 
the  Lacompte,  Bayou  Chicot  and  Cheney- 
ville  churches  were  guests  at  the  parson¬ 
age  prior  to  the  holidays  for  a  Christmas 
party.  Mrs.  Ira  Flowers,  wife  of  a  retired 
Methodist  minister  in  the  parish,  pours 
punch  for  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Ted  Smith. 

N.O.  center 


Reverend  Robert  I.  Galatas'  father 
died  December  25.  Mr.  Galatas  is  pastor 
at  Zachary. 

Credit  union  to  meet 

The  annual  general  meeting  of 
L.A.M.E.C.O.,  the  Louisiana  Conference 
Credit  Union,  will  be  held  Friday, 
January  25,  1974,  at  11:00  A.M.  in  the 
R  E.  Smith  Building  on  the  Centenary 
Campus  in  Shreveport.  Chairman 
Reverend  James  M.  Poole  advises  all 
members  that  they  are  entitled  to  attend. 


says  thanks 

Reverend  William  R.  London,  director, 
and  the  entire  staff  of  the  Peoples’ 
Community  Center  of  New  Orleans,  join 
with  the  Board  of  Directors  to  express 
their  gratitude  to  all  the  people  who  have 
provided  financial  help  to  this  agency  of 
the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  this 
past  year: 

“May  the  Peace  of  God  which  abideth 
be  yours  throughout  this  new  year!” 
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eaching  is  Pastor’s  School  emphasis 


Reverend  James  Poole,  chairman  for 
this  year’s  Annual  Pastor’s  School  event, 
has  announced  that  Dr.  Merrill  R.  Abbey, 
professor  of  preaching  at  Garrett 
Theological  Seminary  from  1959  to  1973 
will  be  the  resource  leader  at  Pastor’s 
School  this  year.  The  school  will  be  held 
at  Centenary  College  in  Shreveport  July 
22-25,  and  will  have  the  theme  “A 
Preaching  Workshop”  as  its  title. 

Dean  of  the  school  is  Reverend  John 
Johns  of  Bossier  City,  and  Reverend 
Howard  L.  Milo  of  Shreveport  is 
treasurer. 

According  to  Mr.  Poole,  the  entire 


school  will  be  devoted  to  preaching.  Each 
participant  is  to  be  prepared  to  give  two 
twelve  minute  sermons  before  a  group  of 
his  colleagues,  which  will  be  evaluated 
by  the  group.  Positive  suggestions  will  be 
presented;  these  are  to  be  building 
sessions  by  a  group  of  each  pastor’s 
peers  under  trained  leadership.  In  no 
way  are  these  evaluations  to  be  con¬ 
sidered  criticisms  or  threats. 

Dr.  Abbey  came  to  the  Garrett  faculty 
from  the  pastor  of  First  Methodist 
Church,  Ann  Arbor,  Michigan.  Earlier 
pastorates  were  in  Minnesota,  and 
Wisconsin. 


He  has  served  as  president  of  the 
Wisconsin  Council  of  Churches,  was 
founding  president  of  the  Madison 
Council  for  Human  Rights,  has  been  a 
delegate  to  General  Conference  and  the 
World  Methodist  Council,  and  for  a 
dpcade  was  on  the  board  of  the  Chicago 
Christian  Communications  Center.  He 
has  written  extensively  on  com¬ 
munication  in  the  church  and  preaching. 
He  is  now  retired  and  living  in  Min¬ 
nesota,  and  is  currently  serving  as  a 
parttime  adjunct  professor  for  San 
Francisco  Theological  Seminary. 

Housing  at  pastor’s  school  will  be  in 


1 000  Club  call  goes 
to  Asbury  Church 


The  fifty-ninth  Call  of  the  1000  Club  of 
the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  will  go 
to  the  Asbury  United  Methodist  Church  in 
the  Baton  Rouge  District  near  Wilson. 
This  is  north  of  Baton  Rouge,  near  the 
Mississippi  line. 

First  built  in  1892,  Asbury  church  has 
served  the  area  surrounding  Wilson  since 
that  time.  The  present  building  is  a 
frame  structure,  measuring  40  by  60  feet. 

There  is  a  membership  of  102  mem¬ 
bers,  who  have  worshiped  in  this  small 
frame  building  for  a  number  of  years.  It 
is  located  four  miles  from  the  nearest 
church,  and  serves  a  rural  area.  The  land 
on  which  the  old  building  is  located  has 
never  been  owned  by  the  church. 

Because  of  this,  the  church  finally  had 
to  be  re-located.  New  land  had  to  be 
found  and  purchased,  and  a  new  building 
is  almost  completed. 

The  congregation  has  raised,  through 


pledges  and  programs  designed  to  bring 
in  funds,  a  total  of  some  $50,000.  Total 
cost  of  the  building  and  land  is  $60,000,  of 
which  the  1000  Club  donation  will  take 
care  of  $10,000. 

Reverend  James  A.  Smith,  pastor,  of 
the  church  serves  Norwood,  Mt.  Carmel 
Wesley  and  this  church,  Asbury.  He  has 
been  on  this  3-point  circuit  for  some 
fifteen  years. 

The  congregation  hopes  to  hold  their 
first  worship  service  in  the  new  sanc¬ 
tuary  on  Sunday,  March  31,  the 
culmination  of  many,  many  years  of 
hoping,  praying  and  fund  raising  to  meet 
the  rising  costs  of  construction. 

Now,  their  prayers  are  coming  true. 
Through  the  efforts  of  the  many  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  1000  Club  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference,  their  building  will  be 
completed. 


Credit  Union  elects  officers 


L.A.M.E.C.O.,  the  federal  credit  union 
of  the  Louisiana  Conference,  held  its 
annual  meeting  recently  at.  Centenary 
College  in  Shreveport.  The  financial 
secretary  of  the  Union,  Mrs.  Darlene 
Conrad,  reported  that  the  organization 
ended  1973  with  total  assets  of  $70,911.37, 
which  showed  an  annual  income  of 

‘ Operation ’ 
pre-release 


Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield  writes: 
‘‘Our  fine  chaplain  at  Angola,  the 
Louisiana  State  Penitentiary,  and  Mr. 
Kenneth  R.  Plaisance  of  the  Angola 
Jaycees,  are  requesting  the  names  of  any 
pastors  who  would  wish  to  be  very 
constructive  and  helpful  in  the  matter  of 
readjustment  assistance  of  ex-offenders 
from  the  state  penitentiary,  as  they  come 
to  various  home  communities.  Any 
pastor  who  has  had  any  experience  or 
basic  interest  in  this  area  of  work  should 
notify  me.  Bishop  Crutchfield,  in  order 
that  a  list  may  be  developed  for  the  usage 
of  these  fine  men  in  "Operation  Pre- 
Release.” 

Bishop  Crutchfield’s  address  is  1915 
American  Bank  Building,  New  Orleans, 
Louisiana  70130,  telephone  504-525-3791. 


$6,167.51.  The  net  gain  for  the  year  was 
$3,628.48. 

Reverend  James  Poole,  chairman, 
reported  that  there  were  a  total  of  305 
accounts  in  operation,  with  67  loans 
presently  out.  In  1972,  it  was  reported 
that  a  4%  dividend  was  paid,  and  this 
past  year,  two  dividends  (6  months  each) 
were  paid  to  share  holders  of  5%  each. 
Mr.  Poole  said  that  he  hoped  that  the 
organization  would  continue  to  pay  5  to 
t>'2%  dividends  in  the  future. 

The  following  persons  were  elected  to 
the  Board  of  Directors:  Rev.  James 
Poole,  Mac  Griffith,  Rev.  John  Johns, 
Millard  Jones,  Dr.  Jack  Cooke,  Dr. 
Leonard  Cooke,  Rev.  Harold  Longfellow, 
Maurie  Wenzinger,  and  Cecil  Bland. 

A  Supervisory  Committee  composed  of 
Revs.  Grayson  Watson  and  Harold 
•Longfellow  was  appointed.  The  Credit 
Committee  consists  of  Revs.  Garland 
Dean,  and  Robert  Ed  Taylor,  and  Mr. 
Charles  Lowery. 

It  was  decided  that  all  funds  not  loaned 
out  would  be  put  into  Certificates  of 
Savings  for  deposit  in  the  bank  for  30 
days  or  more,  depending  on  the 
availability.  A  future  issue  of  the 
LOUISIANA  METHODIST  would  list  the 
20  persons  who  hold  shares  in  the  credit 
union  who  have  not  been  located,  and 
their  desires  regarding  their  holdings  to 
be  determined. 


Conference  Calendar 


MARCH  1974 

Deadline  for  1000  Club  Applications 

Third  Call  for  1000  Club  Call:  Asbury  Church,  Baton  Rouge  District. 
Organization  of  Church  Membership  Classes  for  Children,  Youth,  and  Adults 
Month 

1  World  Day  of  Prayer 

2  Called  Session,  Annual  Conference,  First  Church,  Baton  Rouge 

5  Ruston-Monroe-Shreveport  Camp  Directors  Training,  Faith  Church,  Ruston 
8-10  Jurisdiction  Youth  Caucus,  Oklahoma  City,  Oklahoma 
10  Lake  Charles  District  Lay  Leader  Workshop,  Lake  Charles 
15-17  Conference  Youth  Spring  Retreat,  Camp  Istrouma 

16  Conference  Council  on  Ministries,  First  Church,  Pineville 
1?  Hammond  District  Workshop  Local  Church  Secretaries  of  Enlistment 
21  Natchitoches  District  Workshop  Local  Church  Secretaries  of  Enlistment. 
24  One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing 

28  Deadline  for  Pre-Conference  Reports  to  Council  Office,  Shreveport. 

29-31  Conference  Youth  Spring  Retreat.  Caney  Lake  Camp,  Minden 
29.-31  Southern  Conference  on  World  Affairs,  Baton  Rouge  LSU 
30  Board  of  Laity  Spring  Meeting,  Alexandria 


Circulation  campaign  report 


j  As  of  the  time  this  issue  of  the  LOUISIANA  METHODIST  went  to  press,  the 
v  office  in  Shreveport  had  a  total  of  8,083  paid  and  complimentary  subscriptions. 

and  4,994  local  edition  subscriptions  through  various  churches.  This  adds  up  to  a 
j:  total  of  13.077. 

The  churches  having  a  local  edition  of  the  paper  with  the  number  of  issues 
£  going  to  their  families  are:  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Alexandria  with 
approximately  1081  issues:  University  Church.  Lake  Charles,  779;  First 
•l;  Church,  Lake  Charles,  750:  Trinity  Church,  Ruston  500;  Mangum  Memorial 
S  Church,  Shreveport  497;  First  Church.  DeRidder.  294,  Asbury  Church,  in 
Lafayette.  650  and  First  Church.  Natchitoches,  450  for  a  total  of  4,994. 


dormitories  at  Centenary  College.  Re¬ 
gistration  fee  is  $6.00  per  pastor  and 
S10.00  for  pastor  and  wife.  There  is  a  fee 
of  $3.00  for  the  Bishop’s  Banquet  which  is 
Wednesday,  July  24  at  5:30  P.M.  at  the 
College  cafeteria. 

Registration  takes  place  at  10:00  A.M., 
Monday,  July  22  at  James  Hall  in  the 
lobby.  The  school  ends  at  12:30  P.M. 
Thursday,  July  25. 

Brochures  containing  registration 
blanks  have  been  mailed  to  all  pastors, 
and  will  be  made  available  to  the 
ministerial  delegates  at  both  the  special 
session  and  the  regular  session  of  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference. 


PASTOR’S  SCHOOL:  Reverend  James  Poole  [LEFT],  chairman  of  this  year's 
Pastor’s  School,  shows  plans  for  the  event  to  Dr.  Merrill  R.  Abbey,  resource  person ; 
Reverend  Robert  Ed  Taylor,  chairman  for  continuing  education,  and  Rev.  John 
Johns,  dean  of  the  school. 


Asbury  United  Methodist  Church,  near 
Wilson,  La. 


Bishop  goes 
to  Far  East 


Bishop  Crutchfield  will  leave  March  18 
on  a  two  week  tour  of  several  far  eastern 
cities  to  conduct  a  number  of  Spiritual 
Life  Retreats  for  the  chaplains  stationed 
in  that  part  of  the  world.  The  Bishop  goes 
at  the  request  of  the  Division  of 
Chaplains  and  Related  Ministries  of  our 
church  and  the  United  States  Govern¬ 
ment.  He  will  visit  Honolulu,  Hong  Kong, 
Seoul,  South  Korea,  Tokyo  and  An¬ 
chorage,  Alaska.  While  in  the  far  east, 
he  will  also  visit  with  our  missionaries 
there. 


Bishop’s  message 

Recently  we  have  witnessed  the  unusual  activities  connected  with  Mardi 
Gras,  a  celebration  which  once  was  supposed  to  have  had  some  spiritual 
significance  and  some  direct  relationship  to  Lent.  Mardi  Gras  itself  has  surely 
evolved  into  another  phenomenon,  and  Lent,  over  the  last  decade,  has  changed 
radically  in  its  meaning  in  the  minds  of  many. 

How  do  Methodists  observe  Lent?  For  us  Wesleyans  Lent  is  a  time  of 
acquiring  helpful  and  permanent  disciplines  of  the  Spirit.  It  is  a  period  of  true 
refreshment  and  spiritual  inventory.  One  returns  to  sacred  habits  that  have 
become  altered  or  damaged  through  carelessness,  and  at  the  same  time 
discards  those  customs  and  attitudes  that  may  have  interferred  with  the 
development  of  the  soul.  Lent  is  clearly  not  a  time  for  the  denial  of  things  to 
which  one  may  return  with  a  rush  when  Lent  is  over. 

For  Wesleyans,  the  Lenten  season  has  its  positive  and  negative  aspects,  but 
the  emphasis  is  upon  the  former.  While  of  course  there  is  self-denial  in  Lent,  the 
denial  is  to  all  claims  upon  our  lives  that  should  be  forever  rejected. 

Lent  really  means  becoming  aware  and  sensitive  life,  to  beauty,  to  joy,  and  to 
the  realizing  of  some  unfulfilled  potentials.  Sacrifice  and  self-denial  are 
required,  but  positive  commitment  is  even  more  necessary. 

Think  on  it.  Lent  is  here. 

Faithfully, 


Finis  A.  Crutchfield  Bishop 


Laity  studies  structure  report 


1000  CLUB  CHURCH:  The  Prospect 
United  Methodist  Church  in  the  Natchi¬ 
toches  District  recently  held  its  fir§t 
service  in  the  new  sanctuary  built 
partially  with  1000  Club  Funds.  FROM 
LEFT:  Rev.  Ed  Thomas,  District  Super¬ 
intendent;  Reverend  Charles  Scott,  pas¬ 
tor;  Mr.  Arvil  Miller,  Mrs.  Ellis  Conerly, 
and  Mr.  Clarence  Conerly,  all  of  the 
building  committee. 


The  Conference  Board  of  the  Laity  held 
a  called  meeting  Saturday,  February  9, 
in  Alexandria  to  hear  members  of  the 
Structure  Study  Committee  present  their 
report  which  will  be  acted  upon  at  a 
special  called  session  of  the  Annual 
Conference  set  for  March  2  at  Baton 
Rouge.  Tom  Matheny,  chairman,  and 
Hubert  Blanchard,  Associate  Conference 
Lay  Leader  for  Lay  Life  and  Work, 
presided  at  the  meeting. 


Called  session  to  tackle 
Structure  Study  report 


A  one-day  called  session  of  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Annual  Conference,  Saturday,  March 
2,  at  First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Baton  Rouge  faces  a  big  task  in 
considering  the  recommendations  made 
by  the  Structure  Study  Committee  of  our 
Conference. 

Established  18  months  ago,  the  Com¬ 
mittee  has  assembled  an  imposing 
document  of  thirty  pages,  covering  the 
complete  realignment  of  the  various 
boards  of  the  Conference;  reorganization 
of  the  Conference  Council  on  Ministries, 
and  the  Council  on  Ministries  office  in 
Shreveport;  centralization  of  all  financial 
affairs  of  the  various  agencies  into  the 
Conference  Treasurer’s  office;  a  re¬ 
writing  of  the  rules  by  which  the  Annual 
Conference  operates;  and  the  parliamen¬ 
tary  rules  of  the  Annual  Conference 
sessions. 

Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield  will  preside 
over  the  one-day  work  day.  The  session 
opens  in  the  sanctuary  of  the  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge  at  8:45 
A.M.  Saturday,  March  2,  and  is  expected 
to  continue  throughout  the  day  until  late 
afternoon. 

Registration  opens  at  8:00  A.M.  in  the 
gymnasium/fellowship  hall  of  the  church 
with  each  district  having  its  own  regis¬ 
tration  table.  Each  delegate  will  have  a 


badge,  one  color  for  clergy  and  one  color 
for  lay  members.  The  participants  are 
expected  to  remain  in  the  sanctuary  and 
can  only  be  excused  by  act  of  the 
Conference  itself. 

Due  to  the  large  amount  of  legislation 
required  to  process  the  Structure  Study 
Report,  most  of  the  day  will  be  devoted  to 
that  task.  Two  other  items  of  business 
are  on  the  agenda:  to  consider  ratifica¬ 
tion  of  the  charter  and  New  Articles  of 
incorporation  for  the  LaFon  Protestant 
home,  a  home  for  the  aged  in  New 
Orleans,  and  to  receive  the  property  and 
facilities  of  the  INN,  previouslv  known  as 
the  BUSINESS  GIRL'S  INN  of  Shreve- 
port,  as  a  gift  ana  to  consider  the 
recommendation  for  the  disposal  of  this 
institution. 

Among  the  items  in  the  Structure  Study 
report  to  receive  the  most  attention  are: 
reorganization  of  the  various  Conference 
boards;  financial  recommendations  of 
the  report;  the  staff  organization  of  the 
Council  on  Ministries  on  the  Conference 
level;  and  possible  realigning  of  district 
lines  to  reduce  the  number  of  districts  in 
the  Conference. 

The  Report  recommends  that  the 
number  of  districts  be  reduced  from  the 
present  ten  to  a  total  of  nine. 


Members  of  the  Structure  Study 
Committee  who  acted  as  resource  per¬ 
sons  were  Mr.  Matheny,  Mrs.  Charles 
McGowan,  and  Mrs.  Robert  Compton. 
The  report  was  divided  into  three  sec¬ 
tions  which  were  presented  by  the  above. 

The  Board  went  on  record  as  con¬ 
tinuing  their  previous  motion  at  an 
earlier  meeting,  to  recommend  to  the 
Annual  Conference  that  the  ten  present 
districts  be  retained.  There  is  a 
recommendation  in  the  report  to  cut  the 
number  of  districts  to  nine. 

A  recommendation  to  cut  the  Con¬ 
ference  Board  of  Laity  membership  from 
the  present  139,  to  about  45  was  also  voted 
against  by  those  present.  It  was  argued 
that  since  the  Board,  in  effect, 
represented  all  the  non-clerical  members 
of  the  Conference,  that  the  number  was 
appropriate,  and  that  since  members  pay 
their  own  expenses,  there  was  no  money 
involved  for  paying  expenses  of  mem¬ 
bers  to  go  to  meetings,  as  there  is  in  all 
other  boards  and  agencies  of  the  con¬ 
ference. 

Selection  of  additional  lay  members  of 
the  annual  conference  sessions  to 
equalize  lay  and  clerical  representation 
(a  new  rule  voted  by  General  Con¬ 
ference)  was  discussed.  Mr.  Matheny 
emphasized  the  importance  of  having  the 
district  lay  leaders  consulted  in  choosing 
the  lay  delegates. 

There  was  much  discussion  about 


eliminating  one  of  the  present  ten 
districts.  If  we  needed  ten  three  years 
ago,  why  don't  we  need  ten  now?  Mrs. 
Inez  Chrisentery  stated  that  the  ten 
districts  were  set  up  because  of  thp 
merger  of  black  and  white  churches  in 
1971. 

The  Board  went  on  record  as  opposing 
paragraph  D,  of  Recommendation  X: 
Enabling  Acts,  which  says:  "The 
creation  of  the  position  of  the 
Administrative  Assistant  to  the  Bishop 
and  the  establishment  of  nine  districts 
shall  be  considered  as  a  joint  decision 
when  presented  to  the  Conference  for 
action.”  It  was  felt  that  each  item  be 
voted  on  as  a  separate  item. 


As  you  read  this  issue,  pastors 
and  lay  delegates  [lay  members] 
of  our  Conference  are  in  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  Baton 
Rouge  for  a  one  day,  called  session 
of  the  Louisiana  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  to  consider  the  recommenda¬ 
tions  of  the  Structure  Study  Com¬ 
mittee.  [Saturday,  March  2]. 


Youth  spring 
retreats 


•7~ 


LEARNING  CENTER:  Reverend  Richard  Monroe,  of  the  General  Board  of 
Discipleship,  Nashville  (LEFT)  held  a  two-day  workshop  demonstrating  (he 
"Learning  Center"  approach  unchurch  leadership  training.  Rev.  L.  Ray  Branton 
Co-director.  Council  on  Ministries,  and  Mrs.  J.  A.  Montgomery  of  Noel  Church. 
Shreveport,  took  active  parts. 


The  Louisiana  Conference  Youth  Team 
invites  all  9th  through  12th  graders  in  the 
churches  to  come  to  one  of  the  two  Youth 
Spring  Retreats  scheduled  this  year. 
Reverend  Don  Cottrill,  Conference  Youth 
Coordinator,  reports  that  each  will  in¬ 
volve  a  weekend  of  fun,  study,  worship 
and  recreation. 

The  two  weekend  retreats  are 
scheduled  as  follows:  at  Camp  Istrouma, 
near  Baton  Rouge,  March  15-17,  and  at 
Caney  Lake  Camp  near  Minden,  March 
29-31. 

Resource  persons  will  be:  Dr. 
Frederick  Streng,  professor  of  com¬ 
parative  religion,  history  of  religion  and 
phenomenology,  who  will  be  at  the  Camp 
Istrouma  event.  He  is  the  author  of  the 
book  "Understanding  Religious  Man.” 
At  the  Caney  Lake  event  will  be 
Reverend  William  Wolfe,  creator  of  the 
series,  Lifetime  Cassettes.  He  is 
associated  with  the  General  Board  of 
Discipleship,  of  Nashville,  Tennessee. 

Retreat  Topics  are:  “One  Way  or 
Many?”  at  Camp  Istrouma  and  “Wor¬ 
ship  as  Celebration”  at  Caney  Lake.  Cost 
of  each  of  the  events  is  $15.00  a  person. 

The  retreat  weekends  start  at  6:00 
P.M.  on  Friday  and  end  at  noon,  Sunday. 

All  9th  through  12th  graders  in  the 
conference  are  invited.  Check  with  your 
pastor  who  has  the  application  blanks.  Or 
make  out  your  check  to  the  “Louisiana 
Conference  Youth  Team,”  and  send  your 
registration  to  Don  C.  Cottrill.  P.O.  Box 
4325,  Shreveport.  Louisiana  71104.  Each 
student  must  have  written  approval  of 
K{e  Barents  and  his  pastor. 


Concern  was  voiced  by  several  of  the 
District  Lay  Leaders  present  that  the 
organization  and  implementation  of  the 
District  Councils  on  Ministries  would 
take  away  the  duties  and  objectives  of 
the  District  Boards  of  Laity  ;  that  most  of 
the  District  Council  members  are  clergy 
and  the  laity  is  not  represented.  The 
Board  recommended  that  this  be  taken 
up  in  the  districts  to  see  that  proper  lay 
representation  is  made  on  the  District 
Councils. 

It  was  pointed  out  that  training 
sessions  for  clerical  and  lay  delegates 
are  being  arranged  in  the  various 
districts  by  the  district  superintendents. 
Those  present  were  urged  to  make  sure 
their  lay  delegates  attended  the  called 


Death 


Mrs.  W.  W.  Perry 

Mrs.  W.  W.  Perry,  95,  of  109  Com¬ 
munity  Street,  New  Roads,  Louisiana, 
passed  away  January  17.  She  was  the 
widow  of  the  late  Reverend  W.  W.  Perry, 
who  served  many  charges  in  various 
sections  of  the  Louisiana  Conference. 

Funeral  services  were  conducted  by 
the  Rev.  Ira  Flowers  of  Lecompte  and 
the  Rev.  Frank  M.  Stage,  Jr.  in  New 
Roads.  Graveside  rites  were  conducted 
by  the  Reverend  Stage  and  Reverend 
William  Peeples  of  St.  John’s  United 
Methodist  Church  of  Baton  Rouge  at 
Greenoaks  Memorial  Park  in  Baton 
Rouge. 

Mrs  Perry  is  survived  by  five  daugh¬ 
ters.  Mrs.  J.  L.  (Pearle)  Yawn,  Sr.  of 
Baton  Rouge;  Misses  Gladys  and  Eva 
Perry;  Mrs.  Neva  Perry  Rye,  Mrs.  R.  M. 
(Katie)  Sonnier  of  New  Roads  and  one 
son.  J.  Walter  Perry  of  Baton  Rouge,  8 
grandchildren.  25  great  grandchildren, 
and  2  great-great  grandchildren. 

She  was  a  member  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  in  New  Roads. 
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Results  of  essays  on  Holy  Spirit 
evaluated;  winning  entrants  named 


TIIE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 

First  place  essay 

( 


MARCH  1. 1974 


How  does  the  Holy  Spirit  move  and 
work  in  today’s  world? 

After  reading  more  than  200  essays 
from  TM/UMR  readers  who  answered 
that  question,  we  are  convinced  that  the 
Spirit  is  actively  at  work  in  a  multitude  of 
ways  among  the  people  of  God  called 
"United  Methodist.” 

For  a  few,  the  Hnh*  Spirit  seems  little 
more  than  a  concept  gleaned  from  Bible 
dictionaries  and  concordances.  For  a  few 
others,  the  Spirit  is  associated  prin¬ 
cipally  with  the  current  ‘ ‘charismatic 
movement.” 

For  a  majority  of  those  who  wrote, 
however,  the  Third  Person  of  the  Trinity 
is  much  more  than  a  rational  con¬ 
cept  .  .  .  much  more  than  the  breadth  of 
any  particular  movement  .  .  .  much 
greater  than  any  single  type  of  religious 
experience.  For  that  majority,  the  Holy 
Spirit  represents  the  reality  and  mystery 
of  God  relating  to  people  in  the  present. 

The  broad  range  of  experiences  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  which  were  expressed  in  the 
essays  made  comparative  judgment  of 
them  very  difficult.  The  list  was  first 
narrowed  down  from  more  than  200  to  29; 
then  to  seven.  The  final  decision  was 
derived  from  a  tabulation  of  six  different 
judges’  evaluations  of  the  seven  finalists. 

The  winning  entry  was  authored  by  the 

Rev.  C.  King  Duncan  Jr.  who  is  pastor 
of  the  Norris  and  Sinking  Springs 
churches  in  Norris,  Tennessee.  Mr.  Dun¬ 
can  will  receive  a  complete  set  of  the 
Encyclopaedia  Britannica. 


The  second  place  essay  was  written  by 
Lawrence  R.  Guild,  who  is  a  member  of 
the  First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Los 
Angeles,  California.  He  will  receive  a 
check  for  $100. 

The  third  place  essay  was  penned  by 
the  Rev.  Steve  Love,  pastor  of  the 
Memorial  Church  in  Dallas,  Texas, 
will  receive  a  check  for  $50. 

A  statement  in  free  verse,  entitled 
‘‘The  Indwelling  Spirit,”  was  submitted 
by  Mr.  Robert  E.  Johnson,  a  member  of 
the  Gethsemane  church  in  Houston, 
Texas.  It  was  given  high  marks  by  all  the 
judges  but  was  not  considered  an  essay  in 
the  normal  sense.  It  was  the  judges’ 
decision  to  make  a  “special  merit 
award”  of  $25  for  this  poem  and  to 
publish  it  along  with  the  winning  essays. 

Three  essays  received  honorable  men¬ 
tion  from  the  judges.  They  were  written 
by  Mrs.  Ruby  Arnett  of  Temple,  Texas, 
Sharon  D.  Gilliland  of  Scottsdale,  Ari¬ 
zona,  and  Julianne  Leonard  of  Albuquer¬ 
que,  New  Mexico.  These  will  be  pub¬ 
lished  in  upcoming  issues  of  TM/UMR  as 
space  permits. 

The  winning  essays  are  printed 
elsewhere  on  this  page.  Together,  they 
provide  a  broad  range  of  personal 
analysis  and  testimony  regarding  the 
contemporary  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 
We  hope  that  many  church  school  classes 
and  other  church  groups  will  use  these 
expressions  as  a  springboard  for 
discussing  the  reality  and  activity  of  God 
in  our  world. 


The  Spirit  is  ' at  work  in  the  world,  in  the 
Christian  community,  and  in  individuals  I 


Welcome  to  Louisiana  Conf.  readers 


With  this  issue,  more  than  13,000  United 
Methodist  families  in  Louisiana  begin 
receiving  a  conference  edition  of  The 
Texas  Methodist/United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter. 

The  new  edition  —  which  features  one 
page  of  news  from  the  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference  on  page  1,  plus  three  pages  of 
general  news,  features  and  opinions 
related  to  United  Methodists  —  brings  to 
21  the  number  of  annual  conferences  for 
which  TM/UMR  serves  as  the  official 
publication. 

We  believe  that  our  readers  in 
Louisiana  will  benefit  from  this  new  flow 
of  weekly  information  about  the  church 
into  their  homes.  They  are  encouraged  to 
join  our  other  readers  in  contributing 
“Letters  to  the  Editor”  and  other  forms 
of  “reader-feedback”  which  TM/UMR 
solicits  (such  as  the  essay  contest  for 
which  the  final  results  are  announced 
elsewhere  on  this  page) . 

We  also  believe  that  our  continuing 
readers  will  benefit  from  this  new  edition 
of  the  paper.  Just  as  all  have  benefited  by 
the  cross-fertilization  of  ideas  between 
persons  in  the  conferences  we  already 
serve,  so  will  all  benefit  from  increased 
information  from  United  Methodism  in 
Louisiana.  An  additional  benefit  is  that 
new  circulation  such  as  this  serves  to 
offset  a  major  portion  of  the  constantly 
increasing  costs  for  printing  and  mailing 
all  editions. 

Our  purposes  as  a  publication  remain 
the  same:  to  provide  a  flexible  medium 
through  which  the  programs  and 
ministries  of  the  local  church  and  annual 
conference  may  be  made  known;  to 
provide  fast,  accurate  news  and  analysis 
at  the  regional,  national  and  world  levels 
from  a  United  Methodist  perspective; 
and  to  provide  a  forum  for  the  exchange 
of  responsible  opinion  by  concerned 
churchpersons. 

Our  editorial  policy  is  twofold:  (1)  to  be 
Christian;  and  (2)  to  be  fair  to  all 
gradations  of  opinion  among  Christians. 

Our  ability  to  serve  the  church  in  many 
parts  of  the  United  States  is  possible 
because  United  Methodists  are  a  diverse 
people  who  are,  nevertheless,  united  by 
many  common  concerns  regardless  of 
their  geographical  location.  By  changing 
a  few  articles,  and  occasionally  entire 
pages,  we  have  found  that  we  can  serve 
the  church  in  many  different  areas 
without  diminishing  our  service  to  those 
areas  which  have  developed  the  ideas 
and  realities  known  as  The  Texas 


Methodist  and  The  United  Methodist 
Reporter.  With  this  issue,  TM/UMR  will 
visit  some  273,000  homes  through  more 
than  150  separate  conference  and  local 
church  editions. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Louisiana,  we 
say:  “Welcome.”  To  our  continuing 
readers  in  Texas  and  across  the  nation, 
we  say:  ‘Thank  you  for  continuing  to 
read  your  edition  of  TM/UMR.” 


ByC.  KING  DUNCAN  JR. 

The  Holy  Spirit  is  at  work  in  our  world 
today.  It  is  essential,  however,  that  we 
understand  the  workings  of  the  Spirit  in 
its  fullest  context.  Those  who  reduce  the 
Holy  Spirit  to  a  certain  kind  of  sensate 
experience  do  a  disservice  to  the  majesty 
of  this  particular  vehicle  of  God's 
revelation  and  deprive  themselves  of  the 
full  joy  of  God’s  promises. 

To  the  eyes  of  faith,  the  Holy  Spirit  is 
immediately  recognizable  in  three  areas 
of  life  today:  (1)  world  history  and 
contemporary  world  events;  (2)  the 
experience  of  the  Christian  community  ; 
and  (3)  the  experience  of  the  individual 
believer. 

Several  years  back  I  had  the  delightful 
experience  of  touring  the  embassy  of  the 
Soviet  Union  in  Washington,  D.C.  with  a 
most  amiable  Russian  consul  as  a  guide. 
Needless  to  say,  we  were  treated  to  all  of 
the  positive  virtues  of  Marxism  and 
Soviet  life  in  general.  When  asked  about 
Soviet  intentions  toward  the  United 
States,  the  consul  was  most  emphatic 
that  his  country  had  no  desire  for  a 
military  confrontation  with  the  United 
States.  What  had  they  to  gain?  Com¬ 
munism,  he  contended,  would  conquer 
the  world  without  a  single  shot  being 
fired.  It  was  inevitable.  This  was  the 
unfolding  plan  of  world  events.  Indeed  it 
was  the  grand  design  of  human  history.  I 
did  not  have  time  to  ask  him  if  a  design 
did  not  imply  a  Designer. 

The  Holy  Spirit  in  world  events 

If  there  is  any  people  that  ought  to  talk 
about  a  design  for  history,  it  is  those 
called  Christians!  The  Holy  Spirit  is  at 
work  in  our  world.  We  see  it  in  the 
movement  towards  one  world  com¬ 
munity  in  transportation  and  com¬ 
munications.  We  see  it  in  the  growing 
obsolescence  of  war  as  a  viable  solution 
to  conflicts  between  nations.  We  see  it  in 
the  continuing  liberation  of  oppressed 
people.  Never  again  will  a  black  person 


have  to  move  to  the  back  of  the  bus  in  the 
United  States.  Never  again  will  devel¬ 
oping  nations  be  satisfied  to  be  exploited 
by  wealthier  powers.  The  Holy  Spirit  is  at 
work! 

This  approach  to  human  events  should 
not  be  confused  with  the  “inevitable 
progress”  notions  of  an  earlier  era.  The 
Hitlers  and  Mussolinis  will  still  have 
their  day.  But  it  is  always  a  fleeting 
aberration  of  the  greater  designs  of  Him 
who  has  a  plan  for  this  world.  Neither 
should  the  question  of  “free  choice” 
muddy  the  waters.  We  are  free  but  at  the 
same  time  in  the  process  of  “being 
freed.”  One  day  Martin  Luther  King’s 
dream  for  America  will  come  true.  But 
not  for  America  alone.  Already  the  Soviet 
Union  is  more  nervous  about  a  galloping 
drive  for  “personal  freedom”  than  we 
shall  ever  be  about  “creeping  social¬ 
ism.”  The  Holy  Spirit  is  at  work  among 
the  nations  of  the  world. 

T^e  Holy  Spirit  in  the  total 
Christian  Community 

The  Holy  Spirit  is  also  at  work  in  the 


By  ROBERT  E.  JOHNSON 
And  Jesus  said,  “I  will  pray  the 
Father,  and  He  shall  give  you 
another  comforter,  that  he  may 
abide  with  you  forever... for  he 
dwelleth  with  you,  and  shall  be  in 
you... the  comforter,  which  is  the 
Holy  Spirit...” 

How  wonderfully,  how  beautifully, 
Unfolds  the  revelation  of  our  God! 
Behold  the  levels  of  knowledge, 

The  stages  of  our  understanding, 
Through  the  vast  scope  and  sweep 
Of  the  holy  scriptures. 

First,  we  see  him  a  God  ABOVE  us, 
The  creator,  the  ruler,  the  provider, 
All-powerful,  omnipotent. 

But  distant,  and  well-nigh 
unapproachable. 

Next,  we  are  brought  to  a  deeper 
level 

In  our  knowledge  of  God, 

As  we  see  him  as  God  BEFORE  us. 
In  the  person  of  Jesus  Christ  his  Son. 
And  we  see  the  true  nature  of  God  — 
As  we  recognize  that  God  is  Christ- 


Cl  he  Indwelling  Spirit 

like  — 

And  as  we  grasp  the  ever-widening 
circles 

Of  the  insight  that,  “God  is  love." 

And  finally,  at  long  last,  comes  the 
time, 

When  we  know  Him  as  God  IN  us. 

And  we  rejoice  that  we  are  now 
involved  participants 

In  God’s  great  plan. 

How  marvelous  is  the  providence  of 
God, 

To  cause  his  Holy  Spirit  to  speak  to 
every  heart, 

To  illuminate  every  mind, 

To  infuse  every  soul, 

To  whisper  to  us  that  we  are 

The  true  and  accepted  children  of 
God. 

For  when  the  Holy  Spirit  speaks, 

Christ  is  no  longer  a  memory,  but  a 
presence  — 

Religion  is  no  longer  a  duty,  but  a 
joy- 

And  the  gospel  is  no  longer  a  doc¬ 
trine,  but  a  light. 


It  well  and  fully  behooves  us 
To  be  vitally  aware  of  our  belief 
In  the  Holy  Spirit  of  our  eternal  God. 
For  today,  the  church  and  all  its 
members 

Are  being  subjected  to  pressures 
Greater  than  any  ever  before  felt  — 
Pressures  which  can  be  met 
Only  by  people  who  are  aflame 
With  the  Spirit  who  is  the  Lord  and 
giver  of  life. 

For  by  ourselves,  in  our  own  strength. 
We  can  do  nothing, 

We  are  commanded  to  love,  but 
cannot. 

We  are  required  to  forgive,  but  in 
ourselves  we  fail. 

We  are  called  to  serve,  but  we  fret 
Over  the  miserable  goals  that  end  in 
self.  ,ft, 

But  then  comes  the  calm, 
penetrating,  pure 
Work  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 

And  we  are  set  upon  the  right  paths, 
And  receive  the  power  to  become 
What  we  were  made  to  be. 


experience  of  the  Christian  community. 
Who  can  deny  that  even  though  organized 
churches  seem  to  be  somewhat  in  the 
doldrums,  religious  experience  is  a  very 
live  and  lively  option  in  today’s  world? 
We  make  a  mistake  if  we  equate  the 
growing  disenchantment  with  structures 
with  a  decline  in  “spiritual  activity.” 
This  was  the  mistake  the  clergy  made 
with  the  ecumenical  movement.  There 
is  little  doubt  in  my  mind  that  the 
decline  of  denominationalism  is  a  part  of 
the  Holy  Spirit’s  continuing  reformation 
of  God’s  people.  We  sought  to  in¬ 
stitutionalize  the  Spirit’s  work,  however, 
and  we  failed.  Our  people  had  little  desire 
for  a  new  structure.  The  “ecumenical 
movement”  is  dead,  but  the  decline  of 
denominationalism  is  very  real.  As  one  of 
my  charismatic  friends  likes  to  put  it, 
“When  the  flood  waters  of  God’s  Spirit 
begins  to  rise,  fences  begin  to  disap¬ 
pear.” 

There  is  ferment  nearly  everywhere 
we  look  today  among  Christians.  There  is 
also  a  theological  maturity  that  allows 
for  openness  and  tolerates  differences 
among  believers.  In  such  an  atmosphere 
we  can  make  enormous  advances  in  our 
thinking  about  man  and  his  essential 
relationship  with  God  and  his  fellow  man. 
Such  advances  can  only  come  if  we  are 
open  to  the  experiences  of  the  total 
community,  however.  The  Pentecostals 
have  something  to  say  to  us.  The  Roman 
Catholics  have  something  to  say  to  us. 
Our  own  Board  of  Church  and  Society  has 
something  to  say  to  us.  The  Holy  Spirit  is 
at  work  in  the  experience  of  the  total 
Christian  community. 

The  Holy  Spirit  in 
individual  Christians 

Finally,  the  Holy  Spirit  is  at  work  in  the 
lives  of  individual  Christians.  My  train¬ 
ing  in  psychology  and  my  personal  exper¬ 
ience  with  many  different  kinds  of 
religious  personality  convinces  me  that 
the  manner  in  which  the  Holy  Spirit 


.  King  Duncan  Jr. 
works  in  an  individual  life  is  a  function  of 
the  individual’s  personality  charac¬ 
teristics  and  his  religious  experiences 
both  past  and  present.  We  dare  not  place 
value  judgments  on  another’s  experience 
unless  we  detect  a  destructiveness 
implicit  within  the  nature  of  that 
experience  that  threatens  the  genuine 
fruits  of  the  Spirit,  especially  that  of  love. 

Nevertheless,  we  cannot  help  but  note 
the  wide  variety  of  experiences  of  the 
presence  and  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 
For  some  it  comes  with  a  “whoop  and  a 
holler”  shaking  the  entire  foundation  of  a 
person’s  emotional  sensitivities.  For 
others  it  comes  simply  as  a  still,  calm 
voice,  reinforcing  and  reassuring  beliefs 
that  have  long  ago  been  inculcated  into  a 
religious  framework  of  personal  con¬ 
viction. 

My  observation  has  been  that  the 
emotional  intensity  of  the  experience  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  has  little  relationship  to 
the  quality  of  Christian  living.  Many  very 
Christ-like  individuals  I  have  known  give 
little  indication  of  any  great  emotional 
upheaval  in  their  lives,  while  some  others 
who  have  had  deep  experiences  such  as 
that  of  ecstatic  utterance  have  shown 
little  depth  or  fruit  in  their  daily  living. 
This  is  not  to  say  that  a  deep,  emotional 
experience  cannot  greatly  enrich  one’s 
spiritual  life.  A  host  of  charismatic 
believers  would  witness  to  the  fact  that  it 
indeed  does.  Nevertheless,  we  must 
recognize  that  the  Spirit  does  seem  to 
work  in  different  ways  in  different 
people. 

In  the  United  Methodist  Church  today 
we  have  numbers  of  persons  and  groups 
of  persons  who  are  responding  to  the 
leading  of  the  Spirit  in  manifold  ways. 
We  need  not  feel  threatened  by  such 
occurances.  For  the  greatest  test  of  the 
power  of  the  Spirit  is  whether  it  makes  us 
more  loving,  more  humble,  more  like 
Christ.  If  it  does,  regardless  of  how 
dramatic  its  coming  may  or  may  not  be, 
its  genuineness  is  assured. 


Second  place  essay 

A  letter  about  the 


Spirit  to  my  Grandson 


Third  place  essay 


The  Holy  Spirit  as  Christian  truth 


Steve  Love 
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By  STEVE  LOVE 
Whatever  is  said 
about  the  Holy  Spi¬ 
rit  must  be  said  in 
the  context  of  the 
four  recognized 
standards  of  Christ¬ 
ian  truth:  Scripture 
tradition,  reason, 
and  experience. 

I.  THE  HOLY  SPIRIT  IN  SCRIP¬ 
TURE.  I  believe  that  the  best  place  to 
look  in  scripture  for  a  reflection  of  the 
work  of  the  Holy  Spirit  is  in  the  bode  of 
Acts  where  this  is  revealed  in  raw  events 
rather  than  in  studied  reflection.  And 
what  do  we  see  there?  A  quick  survey 
reveals  the  Holy  Spirit  as  a  reality  acting 
to  create  the  following:  (1)  the  ability  to 
witness  to  Jesus  as  the  Christ  in  the 
disciples  in  their  own  language  or  in 
some  other;  (2)  the  ability  to  witness  to 
God’s  activity  in  one’s  own  life;  (3) 
health  and  wholeness  of  body  and  mind; 
(4)  the  ability  to  receive  and  accept  the 
judgment  of  God  upon  one’s  life  and 
repent;  (5)  the  ability  to  wait  tables  for 
widows;  (6)  the  ability  to  accept  hostili¬ 
ty,  rejection  and  the  threat  of  death  with¬ 
out  bitterness  or  hostility  ,  (7)  the  state  of 
being  "comfortable,”  that  is,  of  being 
able  to  be  comforted;  (8)  and  the  ability 
to  see  all  persons  as  peers  in  God’s  eyes. 

While  not  every  person  in  the  Bible 
possessed  every  one  of  these  manifes¬ 
tations  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  it  could  be  said 
that  a  person  lacking  all  of  these  qualities 
would  be,  from  a  biblical  perspective,  de¬ 
void  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  Likewise, 
somebody  today  who  possesses  even  one 
of  these  qualities  could  be  said  to  possess 
a  measure  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  It  is, 
therefore,  totally  unbiblical  to  pick  out 
just  one  of  these  qualities  and  make  it  the 
sole  test  of  authentic  baptism  by  the  Holy 
Spirit.  Those  who  do  have  claim  to  no 
better  title  than  bigot. 

II.  THE  HOLY  SPIRIT  IN  TRADI¬ 
TION.  John  Wesley  set  about  to  ao 
nothing  less  than  “disseminate  the 
Pentecostal  spirit  and  life  and  spread 
scriptural  holiness”  (DISCIPLINE,  1972, 
pg.  10).  He  believed  this  task  possible 
because  he  believed  the  Holy  Spirit  was 
real  and  active  in  his  world.  This  con¬ 
fidence  enabled  him  to  delegate  (1)  the 
bulk  of  his  pastoral  ministry  to  the  stew¬ 


ards  of  the  classes  and  the  leaders  of  the 
bands;  (2)  the  major  part  of  his  preach¬ 
ing  load  to  laymen,  and  (3)  most  of  his 
sacramental  responsibilities,  until  late  in 
life,  to  the  often  hostile  parish  priests. 

The  Wesleyan  system  would  simply 
have  never  gotten  off  the  ground  had  not 
Wesley  possessed  a  deep,  abiding  and 
growing  faith  in  the  Holy  Spirit.  Hard- 
nosed  administrator  and  exacting  dis¬ 
ciplinarian  though  he  was,  he,  neverthe¬ 
less,  was  able  to  give  the  Holy  Spirit 
its  freedom.  It  was  that  same  Holy  Spirit 
(1)  that  converted  him  from  nominal 
churchman  to  Christian  disciple,  (2)  who 
gave  him  the  ministry  of  preaching,  (3) 
who  gave  him  a  system  by  which  infant 
Christians  could  be  nurtured  in  the  faith, 
(4)  provided  helpers  from  within  and 
without  the  ranks  of  the  clergy,  and  (5) 
was  the  ultimate  source  of  power  for  all 
that  was  done. 

III.  THE  HOLY  SPIRIT  IN  REASON. 
Acceptance  of  the  reality  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  is  wrapped  up  in  the  whole 
discussion  of  the  rational  proofs  of  God’s 
existence.  The  Holy  Spirit  does  not  make 
sense  to  someone  for  whom  the  word  God 
is  insanity.  However,  there  are  persons 
who  can  accept  the  idea  of  God  as  creator 
and  even  as  Jesus  the  Redeemer,  but  are 
nonplussed  when  the  Holy  Spirit  is 
mentioned.  I  think  the  main  contributor 
to  this  problem  is  a  residual  Newtonian 
scientific  world  view.  Such  a  view  is  as 
outdated  as  is  the  notion  that  the  only 
scientific  truth  is  that  which  can  be 
reproduced  in  a  laboratory. 

Discussion  of  the  Holy  Spirit  and 
discussions  of  the  nature  of  energy  in  the 
physical  world  parallel  one  another.  Both 
deal  with  the  problem  of  causation  and 
the  dynamics  of  change.  In  short,  the 
argument  is  focused  on  this  statement: 
that  light,  an  electron,  and  the  Holy  Spirit 
have  no  more  existence  than  an  emotion 
and  no  less  reality  than  the  same. 

IV.  THE  HOLY  SPIRIT  IN  EXPER- 
IENCE.  The  concept  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
makes  sense  to  me  as  I  see  it  in  scripture, 
tradition,  and  reason  because  my  own 
experience  points  to  such  a  transforming 
energy  ana  power  as  being  active  in  my 
own  life.  I  dare  name  that  power  the  Holy 
Spirit  and  claim  it  is  of  God  and  not  the 
devil  because  of  the  circumstances  under 
which  I  receive  that  power  and  the  effect 
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it  has  had  on  my  life  are  directly  parallel 
to  that  described  in  scripture. 

My  Pentecost  came  as  a  direct  result  of 
participating  in  a  peer-group  of  search¬ 
ing  or  waiting  Christians  where  there 
was  a  sense  of  expectation,  an  openness 
to  change,  an  acceptance  of  human 
frailty,  and  respect  for  my  integrity.  Out 
of  that  experience  of  rebirth  came  a 
growing  desire  to  share  with  others  what 
God  had  done  in  me,  the  courage  to  begin 
to  be  more  open  with  others,  a  growing 
consciousness  of  my  continued  limita: 
tions  and  need  for  healing,  a  growing 
sense  of  inner  peace  and  confidence,  and 
a  growing  ability  to  relate  to  persons  as 
equals. 

I  claim  the  name  “charismatic  Christ¬ 
ian”  only  to  keep  others  from  stealing  the 
term  because,  by  definition,  the  term 
Christian  and  charismatic  come  from  the 
same  Greek  word  and  point  to  the  same 
experience,  that  is,  of  annointing  or 
“gifting.”  I  believe  in  and  pray  for 
physical  healing,  laying  my  hands  upon 
those  being  prayed  for,  and  with  some 
evidence  of  a  divine  answer;  and  I  speak 
in  tongues— English.  This,  however,  does 
not  make  me  a  super-Christian  because, 
as  Kathrun  Kuhlman  told  the  Full  Gospel 
Businessmen’s  Fellowship  last  summer: 
“The  proof  of  the  Holy  Spirit  is  not 
longues  but  service." 

Whatever  gifts  I  have  received  from 
God  were  not  given  me  to  certify  some 
elite  status  or  authenticate  my  existence 
but  solely  to  the  end  that  the  family  of 
God  should  be  extended  to  “Jerusalem 
and  all  Judea  and  to  the  ends  of  the 
world.”  We  Methodists  need  to 
remember  that  John  Wesley  never  relied 
solely  on  his  preachers’  word  that  they 
were  called  to  preach  —  he  asked  their 
l:-teners!  Wesley  was  not  interested  in 
the  appearances  of  gifts  —  he  wanted  to 
see  the  evidence,  the  fruits.  We  would  do 
well  to  follow  his  example. 

In  short,  we  Methodists,  rather  than 
getting  up-tight  about  the  charismatic 
movement,  should  welcome  it.  The 
church  of  Wesley’s  day  was  disturbed, 
discomforted,  challenged  and  sub¬ 
sequently  revived  by  a  minority  of 
seemingly  undisciplined,  impractical, 
schismatic,  and  fanatical  enthusiasts.  In 
Wesley’s  day  they  were  called  Method¬ 
ists!  Let  him  who  has  ears  to  hear,  hear! 


My  dear  Grandson  : 

I  am  glad  that  you  asked  me  to  explain 
what  the  Holy  Spirit  is  all  about,  although 
that  way  of  putting  it  might  seem  a  bit 
flippant  to  some  old-timers.  As  I  see  it, 
this  is  a  concept  which  shows  itself  in 
many  ways  to  different  persons.  I 
remember  that  I  once  thought  of  the  Holy 
Ghost,  as  it  was  then  called,  as  some¬ 
thing  seldom  seen  but  if  it  did  appear  it 
would  be  wearing  a  sheet! 

Your  generation  is  more  sophisticated, 
of  course.  Perhaps  you  will  understand 
some  of  my  more  mature  thoughts  now. 

There  is  COMFORT.  Jesus  promised 
that  after  His  death  and  return  to  heaven 
He  would  send  a  "Comforter.”  To  the 
Disciples  came  an  inrush  of  spirit  which 
somehow  seemed  to  fill  the  void  left  by 
Jesus’  departure.  And  it  is  interesting 
that  this  Spirit  began  to  encourage  these 
men  to  get  busy  in  the  service  of  the 
Lord.  We  know  now,  of  course,  that  a 
very  good  way  to  get  rid  of  sorrow  and 
distress  is  to  find  something  positive  to 
do.  In  all  of  this  there  is  an  awareness 
that  Someone  cares. 

Then  there  is  GUIDANCE.  The 
Disciples  had  relied  on  Jesus  to  make  the 
decisions  and  to  plan  their  activities. 
Now  they  were  on  their  own.  Probably 
each  one  began  to  ask  himself,  ‘‘What 
would  He  do  about  this?  What  would  He 
want  me  to  do?”  And  the  answer  would 
come.  Some  stayed  near  home;  others 
went  far  afield,  carrying  the  Gospel 
story.  We  know,  for  example,  that  those 
who  wanted  to  keep  it  exclusively  for  the 
Jews  had  a  change  of  heart.  That  is 
fortunate  for  us  today.  And  you  know  how 
helpful  it  can  be  to  stop  sometimes  and 
ask,  “What  would  Dad  think  about  what  I 
want  to  do?”  Certainly  we  can  expect 
similar  guidance  from  our  Heavenly 
Father,  whose  Spirit  is  always  as  close  to 
us  as  we  will  allow  it  to  be. 

The  thing  about  the  Holy  Spirit  that 
seems  most  amazing  to  me  is  that  it 
presents  a  constant  CHALLENGE.  Here 
we  are  with  the  privilege  of  making  our 
lives  with  very  little  control  from  outside. 
True,  we  do  have  to  submit  to  some 
definite  physical  laws,  but  they  are  so 
certain  in  operation  that  we  usually 
adjust  without  too  much  trouble.  But  in 


Lawrence  Guild 


the  realm  of  moral  and  ethical  laws  — 
and  there  are  such,  believe  me  —  we 
seem  to  have  a  much  greater  latitude. 
Without  going  into  detail,  I  suggest  that  a 
person  can  live  best  by  keeping  his 
personal  life  clean  and  his  social 
relationships  kind  and  honorable.  That  is 
not  always  easy  to  do.  There  are  at¬ 
tractive  pitfalls  and  there  are  com¬ 
panions  whose  code  is  lower.  So  the  Spirit 
challenges  one  to  live  in  a  good  way. 

Beyond  that  there  is  another  challenge. 
As  a  famous  preacher  said  many  years 
ago,  When  you  come  to  the  final 
judgment,  the  important  question  asked 
will  be:  What  have  you  made  of  it?  That 
is,  have  you  drifted  along,  or  have  you 
had  a  purpose  and  worked  to  make  your 
life  count?  It  seems  to  me  that  God  has 
put  each  of  us  here  to  help  make  the 
world  better  in  some  way.  So  one  must 
find  his  spot,  and  once  he  has  found  it,  he 
needs  discipline  to  keep  at  it.  And  here 
again  the  Spirit  encourages,  guides, 
urges  one  to  carry  on. 

Now  all  of  this  can  be  lonely  business  at 
times.  But  Jesus  promised  COMPAN¬ 
IONSHIP:  “Lo,  I  am  with  you.”  I  am 
sure  that  you  have  at  least  one  very  close 
friend,  with  whom  you  are  always  at  ease 
and  in  good  spirits.  He  is  a  person  who  is 
“always  there,”  ready  to  join  in  fun  or  in 
work,  in  happiness  or  in  grief.  And 
although  Jesus  is  not  here  in  person,  His 
Spirit  is  with  us.  And  I  am  of  the  opinion 
that  this  Holy  Spirit  is  not  just  an  unseen 
cloud  of  some  vague  sort,  but  is  actually 
to  be  found  in  the  people  around  us.  That 
is  how  God  gets  His  work  done,  and  that 
is  why  each  of  us  must  watch  his  step. 

There  is  much  more  that  could  be  said, 
but  perhaps  this  is  enough  for  one  dose.  If 
you  can  think  of  your  relationship  with 
the  Almighty  in  terms  of  an  everlasting 
presence,  which  can  comfort  you  when 
you  need  that,  can  guide  you  all  the  time, 
which  challenges  you  to  be  great  and  to 
do  great  things,  and  which  goes  along 
with  you  as  you  try  to  make  your  life 
count,  you  will  understand  the  Holy 
Spirit.  And  you  will  be  very  glad  that  you 
do. 

Your  Grandfather 
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Single  woman  adopts  Vietnam  orphan 


Interm  ediary  in  Hearst  kidnapping 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  The  Rev.  Cecil  Williams,  pastor  of  San  Francisco’s  Glide 
Memorial  Methodist  church,  served  as  a  go-between  in  conveying  a  message  from 
abducted  heiress  Patricia  Hearst  to  her  parents.  Mr.  Williams  said  he  received  an 
anonymous  telephone  call  that  told  him  to  go  to  a  telephone  booth  in  the  garage  of 
the  Hilton  Hotel,  across  the  street  from  his  church.  There  he  found  a  key  to  a  luggage 
locker  in  a  nearby  airport  terminal.  When  he  opened  the  locker,  Mr.  Williams  found 
a  tape  containing  Miss  Hearst's  message.  The  United  Methodist  clergyman  heads  a 
coalition  of  social  activist  groups  invited  by  the  Symbionese  Liberation  Army,  which 
has  claimed  responsibility  for  the  kidnapping,  to  mediate  between  them  and  the 
Hearst  family.  He  said  his  church  could  not  be  used  as  a  food  distribution  center  but 
welcomed  the  opportunity  to  help  get  the  word  out  on  the  condition  of  poor  people. 


By  BILL  BUCHANAN 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

ESPANOLA,  N.M.  —  This  relaxed 
adobe  village  in  the  mountain  country  qf 
New  Mexico  is  the  perfect  place  to  rear  a 
foreign  child. 

So  says  Joan  Knepp.  And  she  should 
know;  that’s  what  she’s  about. 

“There’s  such  a  mix  of  people  here  — 
Mexicans,  Indians,  Blacks,  Anglos  and 
crosses  between  all  of  them  —  that  it’s 
hard  to  tell  who’s  foreign,  who’s  native 
and  who’s  just  passing  through.  So  Keith 
just  fits  right  in  —  no  questions  asked,” 
she  explained. 

Joan  came  across  Keith  almost  three 
years  ago  shortly  after  he  was  left  as  an 
infant  at  one  of  the  many  orphanages  in 
and  near  Saigon,  South  Vietnam.  She  was 
a  United  Methodist  missionary  at  the 
time  serving  as  a  medical  technologist  at 
a  hospital  in  Nha  Trang. 

When  the  unnamed  infant  officially 
became  Keith  Knepp  about  nine  months 
after  that  initial  contact,  Joan  became 
one  of  the  few  single  persons  to  have 
adopted  a  mixed-blood  foreign  orphan. 
(Keith  is  a  combination  of  Chinese  and 
Vietnamese  parentage.) 

But  she  did  not  stumble  across  Keith  by 
accident. 

“I  guess  the  idea  first  occurrred  to  me 
on  the  plane  in  New  York  when  we  were 
preparing  to  leave  for  Vietnam,”  she 
explained.  “The  whole  thing  was  not  my 
idea  at  all,  though  —  not  really,”  she 
said.  “I  guess  I  would  have  to  say  it  was 
God’s  hand  at  work  in  my  life.” 

Not  being  able  to  think  of  any  logical 
reason  for  doing  what  she  had  in  mind, 
Joan  said  she  rationalized  it  by  thinking 
of  it  as  a  business  adventure. 

“I  mean  I  had  enough  money  to  do  it 
and  there  were  children  there  who 
needed  help,  so  I  thought  ‘Why  not?’ So  I 
did.”  K‘"iT 

'  «J  •>!)  .1 


“Don’t  get  me  wrong,”  she  hastened  to 
qualify  herself.  “I’ve  got  nothing  against 
motherhood.  That  was  just  not  the 
primary  instinct  in  my  case.  It  was  more 
a  matter  of  sharing  what  I  had  with 
someone  who  was  in  need.” 

But  necessity  is  the  mother  of  more 
things  than  invention.  And  as  it  turned 
out  it  was  the  mother  of  motherhood  in 
Joan’s  case. 

And  if  she’s  not  very  easily  disposed  to 
talk  about  motherhood,  Joan’s  very 
much  disposed  to  do  something  about  it: 
changing  diapers,  nursing  childhood 
illnesses,  tending  to  scrapes,  and  of 
course,  taking  lots  of  pictures  to  send  to 
“Grandma.” 

Keith  is  one  of  Burger  King's  best 
“word  of  mouth”  advertisers;  he’s  ad¬ 
dicted  to  “Sesame  Street,”  and  he’s  want 
to  dress  up  in  cowboy  regalia  and  “cut 
’em  off  at  the  pass”  —  meaning  that  he 
charges  around  the  house  making  a 
euphemism  of  the  pitter-patter  of  little 
feet. 

Until  Joan  had  the  adoption  process 
underway,  no  one  knew  what  her  plans 
were.  Among  her  strongest  early  op¬ 
ponents  were  her  parents,  who  very 
pointedly  asked:  “Do  you  know  what 
you’re  getting  yourself  into?” 

She  may  not  have  known  exactly  what 
she  was  getting  into,  but  she  did  know  she 
wanted  to  get  into  it.  So  she  pressed  on. 

Now  she  relates,  “I  know  exactly  what 
I’ve  gotten  into:  a  full-time  job.  He’s 
omnipresent,  but  I  love  it.” 

When  she  returned  from  Vietnam, 
continued  the  former  missionary,  it 
didn’t  take  her  parents  long  to  overcome 
their  initial  skepticism.  The  fact  that  he’s 
the  only  grandchild  in  the  family  makes 
him  a  much  sought-after  commodity 
during  vacations. 

The  only  gripe  Joan’s  parents  have  is 
that  she  lives  so  far  from  her  native 
Indiana. 


She  originally  went  to  New  Mexico  as  was  at  home, 
an  Evangelical  United  Brethern 
missionary  at  the  big  EUB  hospital  in 
Espanola. 


Though  she’s  now  retired  from 
professional  missionary  work,  Joan 
remains  active  as  a  lay  person  at  nearby 
Valley  View  United  Methodist  Church. 
During  the  week  she  works  as  a  medical 
technologist  at  Santa  Fe’s  St.  Joseph’s 
Hospital. 

“The  country  was  so  beautiful,”  she 
said,  “that  I  decided  to  buy  a  home.” 
When  she  adopted  Keith  and  saw  how 
well  he  took  to  the  environs,  she  knew  she 


“Even  as  ideal  as  it  sounds,”  explains 
Joan,  “there  are  times  when  I  just  need 
to  get  away.” 

And  at  those  times  her  good  friend  and 
roommate  of  many  years,  Verla  Flatting 
is  more  than  happy  to  take  over  the 
duties  of  motherhood. 

“He’s  really  got  the  energy,  and 
sometimes  I  just  get  exhausted,”  smiles 
Joan,  “but  I’ve  never  regretted  the 
decision.  It’s  like  every  other  good 
decision.  Once  it’s  made,  you  just  feel  it’s 
right.” 


Women’s  Caucus  will 
support  ethnic  struggles 


AUSTIN,  Tex.  (UMC)  —  The  United 
Methodist  Women’s  Caucus  has  attacked 
employment  policies  which  “pit  white 
women  against  ethnic  persons”  in  the  job 
market  and  affirmed  when  such  a 
situation  arises,  the  white  women  will 
support  employment  of  the  ethnic  per¬ 
son.” 

The  action  was  taken  during  the 
women’s  Caucus  annual  meeting  here 
Feb.  15-17  attended  by  82  women  in¬ 
cluding  42  ethnic-minority  women. 

The  Caucus  unanimously  approved  the 
resolution  presented  by  Hipanic-Women 
stating  that  “ethnic  people  and  white 
women  are  under  represented  in  em¬ 
ployment. 

“The  Caucus  affirms  the  opening  up  of 
positions  to  ethnic  persons  and  white 
women,  particularly  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church  system  .  .  .  (and)  re¬ 
jects  employment  policies  which  pit 
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United  Methodists  giving 
$1  million  a  month 
for  higher  education 

NASHVILLE  (UMC)  —  United 
Methodists  gave  unprecedented  amounts 
of  money  to  support  their  black  colleges, 
seminaries,  ministerial  education 
programs,  and  student  assistance  efforts 
in  1973  despite  a  general  depression  in 
the  field  of  higher  education. 

As  final  reports  for  1973  were  an¬ 
nounced  by  the  denomination’s  Council 
on  Finance  and  Administration,  officials 
of  the  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry  here  proclaimed  the  response 
“extraordinary.” 

Dr.  F.  Thomas  Trotter,  general 
secretary  of  the  board,  observed  that  the 
church  is  investing  $1  million  a  month 
from  general  funds  for  its  12  black 
colleges  and  13  theological  schools. 

“This  demonstrates  the  commitment 
of  the  church  to  the  schools,”  he  said.  “It 
shows  the  church’s  confidence  in  higher 
education  as  a  priority  in  its  world 
mission.” 

New  ’Global  Ministries’ 
executive  elected 

NEW  YORK  (UMC)  —  Miss  Betty 
Thompson,  a  veteran  of  religious  and 
ecumenical  communications  at  both  the 
national  and  international  levels,  has 
been  elected  associate  general  secretary 
of  the  Education  and  Cultivation  Division 
for  the  United  Methodist  Board  of  Global 
Ministries. 

Miss  Thompson’s  nomination  for  the 
post  was  confirmed  in  a  mail  vote  by 
members  of  the  board  of  managers  and 
her  election  will  become  official  at  the 
time  of  the  board’s  spring  meeting,  April 
28-May  4,  in  Atlantic  City,  N.J. 

Since  1965,  Miss  Thompson  has  been 
assistant  general  secretary  in  charge  of 
the  section  of  communication  for  the 
board.  In  moving  to  the  chief  executive 
position  for  the  education  and  cultivation 
division,  she  succeeds  Miss  Lois  Miller 


who  last  month  was  named  associate 
general  secretary  for  the  World  Division. 

‘Upper  Room’  to  appear 
in  large  print 

NASHVILLE  (RNS)  —  The  Upper 
Room,  an  interdenominational  devotion¬ 
al  guide  published,  will  issue  a  large 
print  edition  for  older  persons. 

Slated  for  July,  the  new  edition  will  be 
printed  on  8  by  pages  in  a  style  of  type 
recommended  by  the  American  Printing 
House  for  the  Blind. 

There  are  already  a  braille  edition,  a 


Methodists  eager  for  adoption 

UMCOR  overrrun  by  calls  for  mixed-blood  children 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 
NEW  YORK  —  Among  the  shortages 
nowadays  is  adoptable  babies. 

Thanks  to  the  “Pill,”  increased' 
abortion  rates  and  general  public  sen¬ 
sitivity  to  the  world  population  problem, 
the  demand  now  for  babies  is,,  much 
larger  than  the  supply.  d' 

So  it  came  as  no  surprise  recently  when 
Dr.  Harry  Haines’  office  here  was 
deluged  with  inquiries  after  he  an¬ 
nounced  that  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  (UMCOR)  is 


talking-book  edition  and  a  cassette  tape  seeking  American  and  Canadian  homes 
series  of  The  Upper  RooVn,  which. gp.  '  tu"~  ’  AAA  ~"~J  U,"~J 

pears  in  40  languages.  The  guide  is 
distributed  in  120  countries. 

The  large  print  edition  will  sell  for  $5  a 
year  on  a  subscription  basis.  Single 
copies  will  be  $1. 


Classified 


Rate:  25c  per  word,  flgure  or  intilial  per  In¬ 

sertion.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on 
contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  in  advance.  Minimum  charge  of  56.25 
Service  charge  or  Mind  ads  SI .00  per  Insertion. 


1IOMEPAKENTS  NKEuED  for  ch.,d  care. 
These  are  full  time  positions  for  married 
couples  with  no  dependents.  In  addition  to 
salary,  we  provide  meals,  laundry  service, 
living  quarters  while  on  duty,  sick  leave;  also 
Insurance  and  retirement  programs  are 
available.  Applicants  must  be  non-smokers, 
non-drinkers,  high  school  graduate,  preferably 
with  college  training.  These  positions  can 
provide  very  rewarding  experiences.  Please 
contact  the  personnel  Department.  Methodist 
Home.  1111  Herring  Ave„  Waco.  Texas  76708. 


GREEK  ISLAND  CRUISE,  including  SPAIN 

PORTUGAL.  TURKEY.  15  days,  departing 
Dallas  May  9.  Also  SCANDINAVIA.  RUSSIA 
tour.  Including  NINE  COUNTRIES.  22  days, 
departing  Dallas  June  12.  Escorted  by  Miss  : 
Carolyn  Humphries.  4310  Swiss  Ave..  Dallas 
75204,  Phone  (214)  823-7427. 


THIRD  CONFERENCE  ON  Mlnlstei.ai  Ex¬ 

cellency  (Pastoral  Care  In  Its  Larger  Sense). 
July  29-August  2.  1974.  With  Seward  Hlltner. 
Melvin  Wheatley.  Thomas  Shipp.  Lawrence 
Lacour,  John  Cassem  and  others.  Host 
church — First  United  Methodist,  420  N.  Ne¬ 
vada.  Colorado  Springs.  Co.  80902.  Interfaith 
National.  (Registration-Meals  -  $60). 


A  UNIQUE  OPPORTUNITY  „  succMSSf.,1 

retired  salesman  or  minister  to  represent  one 
of  America's  fastest  growing  religious  radio 
programs  In  your  area.  Exceptionally  good 
Income  potential.  If  Interested,  write. 
Methodist  Hour.  Box  77.  Orlando.  Florida 

s. 


PREGNANT?  UNMARRIED?  -  Give  your 

baby  a  home  and  a  chance  at  life!  The 
Methodist  Mission  Home  In  San  Antonio  offers 
a  complete,  confidential  service  on  your 
problems.  Good  living  situation,  warm  ac¬ 
ceptance  —  best  medical  care  —  expert  coun¬ 
seling  —  continuing  high  school  education  and 
adoption  service.  Call  or  write:  Rev.  Harold 
Burkhar Jt,  6487  Whitby  Rd..  San  Antonio. 
Texas  78240.  Phone  (512  )  696-2410. 


WCC  announces 
new  anti-racism  grants 

GENEVA  (RNS)  —  New  anti-racism 
grants  totaling  $450,000  were  announced 
here  by  the  World  Council  of  Churches. 

The  bulk  of  the  sum,  $322,000,  was 
designated  for  “liberation  movements” 
opposing  white  regimes  in  predomin¬ 
antly  black  areas  of  Africa. 

Five  allocations  went  to  groups  in 
North  America.  The  American  Indian 
Movement  (AIM),  which  spearheaded 
the  confrontation  at  Wounded  Knee  last 
year,  was  given  $15,000  for  a  legal  task 
force  to  “combat  the  continuing  barrage 
of  illegal  acts  stripping  Indians  of  land 
ownership  and  abusing  their  civil 
rights.” 

Amnesty  resources  available 

NASHVILLE  (UMC)  —  A  special  task 
force  of  persons  from  each  of  the  four 
major  program  boards  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  has  announced 
resources  for  program  development  and 
action  projects  on  amnesty. 

For  action  information  and  service  to 
annual  conferences  on  matters  such  as 
speakers,  strategy  planning  and  coor¬ 
dination,  write:  Robert  McClean,  United 
Methodist  Office  for  the  United  Nations, 
777  United  Nations  Plaza,  11th  Floor, 
New  York,  N.Y.  10017. 

For  legislative  action  and  study 
materials:  Herman  Will,  Division  of 
World  Peace,  Board  of  Church  and 
Society,  100  Maryland  Ave.,  N.E., 
Washington,  D.C.  20002. 

The  resources  are  being  provided  to 
carry  out  the  1972  General  Conference 
directive  that  each  local  church  study  the 
issues  related  to  amnesty. 


for  more  than  1,000  mixed-blood  Viet¬ 
namese  children. 

“We’ve  really  had  an  avalanche  of 
letters,”  said  Dr.  Haines.  “Some  people 
have  sent  registered  letters  asking  their 
names  be  put  on  the  top  of  the  list.  Some 
even  wanted  to  know  if  they  could  get 
their  child  tomorrow  morning.” 

Dr.  Haines,  who  is  executive  director 
of  UMCOR,  said  the  placement  of  the 
mixed-blood  children  —  many  of  whom 
were  fathered  by  American  servicemen 
—  in  U.S.  and  Canadian  homes  wais 
necessitated  by  “extreme  prejudicef’ 
toward  mized-blood  children  in  Vietnam. 

“The  most  desirable  situation,”  he 
explained,  “is  to  place  Vietnamese  or¬ 
phans  in  Vietnamese  homes.  But  in  the 
case  of  mixed-blood  children,  this  is 
almost  always  impossible  because  of  the 


stigma  they  carry.” 

Although  many  of  the  persons  making 
inquiries  about  adopting  mixed-blood 
children  are  childless  couples,  said  Dr. 
Haines,  there  are  many  who  already 
have  children  who  are  seeking  to  adopt 
one  of  the  orphans. 

Questioned  as  to  the  motivations  of 
such  adoptions,  Dr.  Haines  said  it  is  hard 
to  pinpoint. 

The  motivations  range  from  “pure  love 
to  guilt.  Sometimes  there’s  a  strong 
interest  or  compassion  and  sometimes 
there  seems  to  be  an  unconscious  desire 
'for  atonement  for  what  we’ve  done  in 
Vietnam.”  .  .  .  .  rfTr  , 

Although  there  are  only  about  *  850 
mixed-blood  children  in  orphanages,  the 
UMCOR  official  said  there  will  probably 
be  about  1,500  mixed-blood  children 
available  for  adoption  “when  you  count 
the  number  on  the  streets.” 

He  stressed,  however,  that  about  half 
the  number  were  fathered  by  black  GI’s, 
creating  a  special  problem.  Somepeople, 
it  seems,  would  be  hesitant  to  take  on  a 
child  with  two  minority  heritages. 

In  order  to  prevent  these  children  from 
being  put  into  emotionally  hazardous 
homes,  (homes  where  there  may  be  some 
underlying  ethnic  prejudice)  the  adop¬ 
tions  are  being  handled  by  the  Holt 
Agency,  a  professional  adoption 
organization. 


This  is  the  agency,  he  explained,  that 
moved  into  Korea  after  that  nation’s  civil 
war  left  many  homeless  children. 

The  Holt  Agency  is  seeking  to  match  caucus  was  a  resolution  from  the  ethnic 


white  women  against  ethnic  persons. 

“To  keep  this  from  happening  the 
white  women  will  support  employment  of 
the  ethnic  person  if  this  situation  should 
develop.  The  Caucus  supports  an  af¬ 
firmative  program  to  bring  pressure 
upon  employers  to  create  and  open  up 
jobs  for  both  groups.” 

Although  one  Caucus  member  said  she 
viewed  the  concept  of  white  women  with¬ 
drawing  from  consideration  of  a  job  in 
favor  of  ethnic  persons  as  “discrimi¬ 
nation  in  reverse,”  Dr.  Phyllis  Bird,  a 
professor  at  Perkins  School  of  Theology 
in  Dallas,  disagreed. 

“I  think  we  have  to  face  the 
inevitability  we’ll  be  placed  in  this 
bind.  .  .1  tend  to  agree  with  the  analysis 
of  the  resolution  in  the  effort  to  get  more 
ethnic  men  and  women  into  positions  of 
authority,”  Dr.  Bird  said. 

The  denomination  currently  is  faced 
with  just  such  a  situation  for  the  post  of 
assistant  general  secregaty  in  its  Board 
of  Church  and  Society,  headquartered  in 
Washington  D.  C.  A  Hispanic-American 
man  and  an  Anglo  woman  are  vying  for 
the  position  to  head  up  the  board’s 
division  on  Emerging  Social  Issues,  the 
Caucus  was  told. 

Also  unanimously  approved  by  the 


children  as  nearly  as  possible  with 
American  and  Canadian  families  in¬ 
terested  in  adopting  mixed-blood 
children.  It  also  was  noted  that  in  ad¬ 
dition  to  orphans  fathered  by  black  GI’s 
there  are  also  mixed-blood  children 
fathered  by  other  nationalities,  such  as 
Chinese  and  Japanese. 

Persons  interested  in  adopting  mixed- 
blood  children  should  contact  Dr.  Haines 
office:  475  'Riverside  Drive,  New  York, 
N.Y.  10027.  After  a  Short  processing  time, 
the  inquiry  will  be  paSsfed  on  to  the  Holt 
Agency  where  the  actual  adoption  work 
is  done. 

He  said  the  adoption  process  usually 


women  that  they  “as  Third  World 
women.  .  .  should  define  our  own  roles 
in  the  women’s  liberation  movement.” 

Noting  that  Third  World  women  “are 
supportive  of  women’s  liberation  which 
in  the  truest  sense  is  human  liberation,” 
the  resolution  pointed  out  ethnic  women 
recognize  a  dual  struggle  for  liberation 
as  a  woman  and  as  a  member  of  an 
ethnic  minority  group.” 

The  resolution  further  called  upon  the 
Women’s  Caucus  to  include  Third  World 
women  in  a  continuing  dialogue  of 
mutual  concern. 

In  other  action,  the  Caucus  affirmed  its 
support  of  the  nation-wide  boycott 


Sexton  says  .church  alive, 
well,  ready  to  carry  on 


takes  six  to  eight  months  and  a  family’s  against  pants  and  slacks  manufactured 
eligibility  for  adoption  depends  largely  by  the  Farah  Manufacturing  Company  of 
on  the  regulations  of  the  state  in  which  El  Paso,  Tex.  Since  early  1972,  Mexican- 
the  family  resides.  American  workers  in  the  firm’s  plant 

In  addition  to  finding  homes  for  these  have  been  on  strike  for  the  right  to 
children,  Dr.  Haines  said  he  hopes  to  organize  a  union.  A  National  Labor  Re¬ 
lations  Board  judge  has  ruled  in  favor  of 
the  striking  workers,  but  Farah  has  at¬ 
tacked  the  ruling,  which  is  being  ap¬ 
pealed.  (See  related  story  elsewhere  in 
this  issue.) 

Also,  the  Caucus  voted  to  push  for 
native  American  representation  on  the 
Commission  on  the  Status  and  Role  of 
Women  in  the  United  Methodist  Church. 


LAKELAND,  Fla.  (Fla.  UMI)  —  Dr. 
Virgil  W.  Sexton,  author  of  the  popular 
“Listening  to  the  Church,”  is  still 
listening.  |j 

“Five  or  10  years  ago  many  United 
Methodists  believed  that  our  church  was 
dying  on  the  vine,  but  now  I  get  the 
feeling  that  the  church  is  very  well,  in¬ 
deed,  and  ready  to  carry  on,”  he  said  in 
an  interview  here  while  attending  a 
Florida  Conference  committee  meeting. 

“But  changes  are  still  in  the  making,” 
the  assistant  general  secretary  for 
planning  of  the  denomination’s  General 
Council  on  Ministries,  Dayton,  Ohio, 
stressed. 

Here  are  some  of  Dr.  Sexton’s  findings 
since  his  book,  a  realistic  profile  of  grass 
roots  opinion,  was  published  by  Abingdon 
Press  in  1971: 

•  “Negativism  is  ‘bottoming  out’  and  a 
more  positive  note  is  apparent  across  the 
church,  evidenced  by  increases  in  giving 


'Good  News ’  to  get  hearing 
from  ‘Global  Ministries' 


NEW  YORK  —  The  two  top 
executives  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  say  they  plan  to  bring  the 
entire  New  York  based  home  and  foreign 
missions  agency  into  dialogue  with  the 
Evangelical  Missions  Council,  (EMC)  an 
unofficial  interest  group  in  the  church 
challenging  the  work  and  priorities  of  the 
board. 

In  a  joint  statement  issued  last  week 
Bishop  Paul  K.  Washburn,  board 
president,  and  Tracey  K.  Jones,  the 
board’s  general  secretary,  said  a 
cooperative  effort  between  the  board's 
seven  divisions  will  be  mounted  in  an 
attempt  to  dialogue  with  and  resolve 
differences  between  the  board  and  the 
newly-created  EMC,  a  Good  News- 
inspired  organization. 

At  the  time  the  Council  was  formed  its 
evangelical  leaders  specifically  said  they 
were  interested  in  dialoguing  only  with 


the  World  Division  of  the  Board,  the 
division  responsible  for  foreign 
missions. 

In  the  joint  statement  the  two 
executives  said  they  had  decided  to  bring 
the  resources  of  the  entire  Board  to  bear 
on  the  situation  because  “the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  wants  to  be  responsible 
to  the  entire  United  Methodist  Church...” 

Meanwhile,  it  was  announced  that  a 
meeting  between  EMC  leaders  and 
executives  of  the  World  Division,  in¬ 
cluding  Associate  General  Secretary 
Lois  Miller,  will  take  place  in  Wilmore, 
Ky.,  in  March. 

Plans  are  also  in  the  offing  to  give  EMC 
leaders  a  hearing  at  the  April  29-May  5 
Global  Ministries  board  meeting. 

The  two  Global  Ministries  executives 
said  they  hoped  that  there  will;  be  an 
opportunity  to  discuss  “ojBenty1;  and 
frankly”  the  issues  raised  f)$  EM(^oii 


and  attendance  at  worship  services. 

•  Annual  conferences  and  local  church 
congregations,  especially  in  metropoli¬ 
tan  areas,  are  less  polarized,  less  divir- 
gent...  “a  sign  that  we  are  beginning  to 
believe  in  the  Gospel,  thank  God.” 

•  More  agreement  now  that  the  church 
must  and  should  speak  out  on  moral 
ethics  in  government,  business  and  all 
areas  of  life.  “  ‘It’s  none  of  the  church’s 
concern’  is  no  longer  heard  as  fequently 
as  before.” 

•  Insistence  on  the  representation  of 
women,  youth  and  ethnic  groups  on 
church  boards  and  committees  is  less 
dogmatic.  Some  annual  conferences 
have  discontinued  representative 
recognition  rules  in  favor  of  more  em¬ 
phasis  on  “matching  the  right  person  to 
the  job”  regardless  of  sex  or  age. 

•  The  energy  crisis,  particularly  the 
gasoline  shortage,  may  force  the  church 
to  change  its  lifestyle  by  holding  fewer 
meetings  and  making  them  more  pur¬ 
poseful. 

•  United  Methodist  Women  may  have 
to  rethink  its  whole  approach  to  women’s 
role  in  the  church  because  more  of  them 
are  seeking  careers  or  working  due  to  the 
high  cost  of  living.  Result  may  be  a 
recognition  of  the  need  to  deal  with 
people  as  a  whole  rather  than  by  sex. 

•  The  charismatic  movement  con¬ 
tinues  to  grow,  with  divisive  overtones  in 
some  local  churches. 

•  Major  concern  of  youth  has  switched 
from  social  action  to  deeper  spiritual 
interests,  sparked  in  part  by  the  rapid 
rise  of  the  Jesus  Movement,  which  may 
be  receding  now. 

•  More  ordained  women  ministers  are 
in  the  church’s  future.  About  400  women 
are  currently  in  United  Methodist 
seminaries,  and  this  probably  means 
more  husband-and-wife  ministerial 
teams. 

•  The  complaint  of  “quit  tinkering  with 
structure  and  get  on  with  the  real 
business  of  the  church”  is  even  more 
pronounced  now  than  when  his  book  was 
published  in  1971. 


renew  interest  in  the  general  welfare  of 
Vietnam. 

“In  the  minds  of  the  average 
American,  Southeast  Asia  has  been 
written  off  because  the  war  is  over,”  said 
the  executive. 

But,  he  continued,  the  country  needs 
help  now  more  than  ever  before  to 
recuperate  and  rebuild. 

Illustrative  of  this  fact,  said  Dr. 
Haines,  is  that  in  addition  to  trying  to  find 
homes  for  the  mixed-blood  Vietnamese 
orphans,  UMCOR  is  also  helping  to  care 
for  almost  200,000  Vietnamese  children 
who  were  left  homeless  by  the  war. 

He  said  that  the  situation  is  par¬ 
ticularly  crucial  among  the  Montagnard 
villagers,  an  indiginous  group  of  people 
in  the  central  Vietnamese  highlands  who 
have  “been  kicked  around”  by  both  the 
North  and  the  South  Vietnamese.  He  said 
there  are  about  3  million  of  these  people 
who  need  help. 

Dr.  Haines  said  he  was  once  asked  how 
UMCOR  can  possibly  take  care  of  so 
many  people. 

His  reply  was:  “One  at  a  time;  that’s 
the  only  way.” 


The  Caucus,  a  loose-knit,  unofficial 
group  of  women  in  the  denomination,  was 
initiated  in  1971,  and  reached  its  greatest 
visibility  during  the  church’s  1972 
General  Conference  in  Atlanta,  Ga., 
where  it  lobbied  successfully  for 
establishment  of  and  funding  for  a 
commission  on  the  Status  and  Role  of 
Women  and  for  the  appointment  to 
boards  and  agencies  of  the  denomination. 

The  Rev.  Chris  Modisher  and  JoAnne 
Henry,  both  of  Nashville,  were  elected 
coordinators  for  the  period  leading  up  to 
the  1976  General  Conference  in  Portland, 
Ore. 

Oklahoma  City  was  selected  as  the  site 
for  the  group’s  1975  meeting,  with 
Washington  D.  C.  named  as  an  alternate 
site.  Exact  dates  to  be  announced  later. 


THE  MAKING  OF  GIANTS 


SCARRITT  COLLEGE 
FOR 

CHRISTIAN  WORKERS 

Dept  TM.  Nashville.  Tennessee  37203 


First,  she  earned  the  BA.  degree  at 
Scarritt  College.  Then,  the  MM.  degree 
at  Yale;  the  Ph.D.  at  University  of  Texas. 
Successively:  promotions,  top  honors, 
awards  Now,  Drusilla  Poole,  Colonel, 
U.S.  Army  Nurse  Corps,  is  Nursing 
Consultant  in  Education  to  The  Sur¬ 
geon  General  of  the  U.S.  Army. 

For  81  years  Scarritt  College  for 
Christian  Workers  has  been  the  ded¬ 
icated  student's  springboard  to  high 
accomplishment.  Scarritt  is  an  Upper 
Division  Graduate  School  ofThe  United 
Methodist  Church  involved  in  “the 
making  of  giants!”  Coeducational, 
interdenominational,  interracial,  its 
graduates  find  immediate  placement. 
5,000  alumni  now  serve  around  the 
world. 

Prepare  now  for  a  lifetime  of  recog¬ 
nized  Christian  service.  Write :  Scarritt 
Admissions. 

Send  for  information  about  Scarritt’s 
Lifetime  Annuity  income  Write:  Scarritt 
Development. 
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THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Farah  laments  boycott 


By  BILL  BUCHANAN 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

FORT  WORTH.  Tex.  —  Charging  that 
church  leaders  across  the  nation  have 
been  unduly  harsh  in  encouraging  a 
boycott  against  the  products  of  his  strike- 
torn  plant,  the  president  of  Farah 
Manufacturing  Company  appealed  to  a 
state-wide  gathering  of  church  people 
here  last  week  to  help  stop  the  “hate 
campaign”  that  has  reduced  his  profits 
to  a  trickle. 

But  what  began  as  an  offensive  tactic 
ended  in  a  defensive  action,  with  com¬ 
pany  president  William  Farah  finally 
charging  that  the  meeting  —  the  annual 
session  of  the  Texas  Conference  of 
Churches  (TCC)  —  had  been  “rigged.” 

In  their  own  turn,  the  lay  and  clergy 
delegates  again  decided  to  take  a  stand 
against  the  allegedly  unfair  labor 
practices  in  the  El  Paso-based  slack 
manufacturing  enterprise  and  passed  a 
resolution  reaffirming  belief  in  the 
concept  of  collective  bargaining  as  well 
as  calling  for  supervised  secret  elections 
on  the  question  of  unionization. 

In  an  address  that  leaned  heavily  in  the 
accusatory  direction  at  times,  Mr.  Farah 
said  that  TCC’s  decision  last  year  to  call 
for  a  boycott  until  secret  elections  are 
held  was  the  fountainhead  of  the  national 
boycott  now  being  successfully  waged 
against  the  company. 

“I’m  sure  the  boycotters  are  acting  in 
good  faith,”  said  Mr.  Farah.  “They  think 
it’s  a  campaign  for  social  justice.” 

Unfortunately,  he  continued,  the 
nation’s  church  leaders  have  only  been 
given  a  portion  of  the  facts  and  the 
resulting  rhetoric  of  church  people 
constitutes  “untruths  and  slander.” 

During  his  presentation,  the  well- 
groomed  young  executive  painted  a 
picture  of  an  almost  ideal  working 
condition  that  “have  made  our  people 
happy  and  content.” 

Troubles  blamed  on  a  few 

He  alleged  that  much  of  the  trouble  at 
Farah  has  been  caused  by  a  few  an¬ 
tagonists  who  have  tried  to  “coerce 
workers  into  joining  unions  they  didn’t 
want  to  join.” 

He  further  charged  that  the  adversary 
position  assumed  by  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church  in  the  area  under  the  leadership 
of  the  Most  Rev.  Sidney  M.  Metzger, 
bishop  of  El  Paso,  has  caused  even 
greater  unrest. 

“We  try  to  keep  our  people  in  church. 
But  they  just  don’t  have  the  stomach  to 
go  now  after  tl.e  untruths  they  hear  from 
their  church,”  he  continued. 

The  president  of  the  manufacturing 
company  noted  that  one  of  the  reasons  so 
much  concern  is  shown  toward  “our 
people”  is  that  “it  is  our  philosophy  that 
happy,  contented  employees  will  do  a 
better  job.” 

Mr.  Farah  pointed  out  that  the 
minimum  wages  at  his  plant  are  25  cents 
above  the  national  minimum :  “We’ve  set 
the  highest  standards  for  working  people 
in  the  state  of  Texas.” 

Among  the  many  charges  that  have 
been  leveled  against  the  Farah 
management  is  that  it  has  interfered 
with  union  elections. 


Take  Me  Into 
Your  Heart 


YTJAYAMMA  is  four-years-old. 
She  lives  at  the  Budhole  Rural 
Children’s  Home  [India]  as  her 
parents  are  extremely  poor.  They 
work  as  coolies  to  earn  only  pen¬ 
nies  a  day. 

Vijayamma's  hair  is  neatly 
combed  and  she  wears  a  new 
dress,  for  she  knows  someone  in 
far  away  America  will  see  the 
photo  and  perhaps  want  to  sponsor 
her. 

WHAT  TO  DO  . 

You  can  become  her  sponsor. 
The  fee?  Only  ten  dollars  a  month. 
Full  information  will  be  sent  to 
you:  child’s  name  and  address, 
photo  and  case  history.  No  con¬ 
tracts  are  signed  and  a  sponsorship 
can  be  terminated  at  any  time. 

Or,  you  may  prefer  a  child  from 
another  country.  This  month 
children  are  available  for  spon¬ 
sorship  in  Japan.  Vietnam, 
Guatemala  and  Puerto  Rico.  Won’t 
you  join  our  fine  family  of  spon¬ 
sors? 

WORLD’S  CHILDREN.  INC.  is 
approved  by  the  U.S.  government’s 
bureau  of  internal  revenue  so  all 
gifts  are  tax  deductible.  Please 
write  today! 
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the  need  Is  greatest 
I  prefer  a  child  In 
Enclosed  Is  payment  for  first 
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City _ 


Write  To:  Mrs.  Carol  A.  Ivey,  Regional 
Director.  P.  O.  Box  2979.  Winter  Haven,  Fla. 


And  although  he  did  not  directly  deal 
with  a  recent  National  Labor  Relations 
Board  ruling  ordering  the  rehiring  of 
several  pro-union  workers  who  had  been 
fired  and  severely  criticizing  Farah 
management  for  refusing  to  “mend  its 
lawless  ways,"  Mr.  Farah  said  in  a  news 
conference  later  that  “the  thought  that 
you  can  intimidate  people  on  an  election 
is  false.” 

Although  his  speech  fell  on  some 
sympathetic  ears,  Mr.  Farah  did  not 
rally  enough  support  to  carry  a  motion  by 
one  delegate  to  extend  the  executive’s 
presentation  after  the  alloted  time  ran 
out. 

Among  the  unsympathetic  listeners 
was  Bishop  Metzger  who  called  his  own 
press  conference  following  Mr.  Farah’s 
speech  and  press  conference. 

Farah’s  anti-union  views 
source  of  problem 

The  problem,  according  to  the  bishop, 
is  that  “Mr.  Farah  just  does  not  believe 
in  organized  labor  .  .  .  They  (Farah 
management)  laugh  at  social  justice,  but 
there  is  such  a  thing,  thank  God.” 

The  bishop  said  he  had  been  aware  of 
the  unfair  labor  practices  at  Farah  for 
some  time  from  reports  from  parish 
priests  who  have  received  many  com¬ 
plaints  and  requests  for  advice  from 
their  parishioners  who  work  at  Farah. 

“The  strike  started  in  ’72,  but  I  had 
nothing  to  do  with  it,”  explained  the 
bishop.  “It  was  a  walkout.  Then  the 
strikers  came  to  me  and  asked  me  to  help 
them.  And  as  their  bishop  I  felt  it  was  my 
duty  to  help  them. 

“Do  you  know  the  first  thing  they  asked 
me?”  the  bishop  continued.  “They 
wanted  to  know  if  it  is  communistic  to 
join  a  union.” 

Though  Bishop  Metzger  did  not  say 
how  the  workers  got  the  idea  it  might  be 
communistic  to  join  a  union,  the  im¬ 
plication  was  that  it  had  come  from 
Farah  management. 

After  the  Farah  situation  began  to 
receive  national  attention,  continued  the 
prelate,  the  Roman  Catholic  bishop  of 
Rochester,  N.Y.  wrote  asking  for  more 
information  on  the  situation. 

Subsequently,  Bishop  Metzger  said  he 
conducted  a  three-week  investigation, 
with  Farah  workers  being  the  main 
source  of  information.  The  six-page 
report  he  sent  to  the  New  York  bishop  fell 
into  the  hands  of  the  National  Catholic 
Reporter,  a  nationally  -  circulated  news¬ 
paper,  and  was  given  a  full-page  display. 

And  though  Farah  officials  sought  a 
retraction,  the  bishop  refused  to  comply. 

The  three  most  serious  problems  at  the 
plant  today,  according  to  the  bishop,  are 
lack  of  job  security,  no  negotiated  salary 
scale  and  inhumane  production  quotas. 

The  bishop  also  pointed  out  that  the 
minimum  salary  of  25  cents  above  the 
national  minimum  has  just  been  enacted 
and  that  things  were  not  nearly  so  rosy 
salary -wise  when  the  strike  began. 

Bishops  doubts  people  are  happy 

“Mr.  Farah  says  his  people  are  happy 
and  contented,”  concluded  the  bishop. 
“Well,  I  find  that  very  questionable.” 

Also  present  during  the  goings-on  were 
some  Farah  workers  who  bitterly 
described  some  of  the  working  con¬ 
ditions,  including  a  requirement  that 
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Man  of  wealth 

By  DONNA  DICKEY  GUYER 

He  had  no  money  yet  was  free  with 
gold,  giving  away  truth  as  he  walked  the 
hills  and  spending  love  as  though  it  grew 
on  trees. 

He  poured  out  mercy  while  his  hands 
would  fold  on  trembling  hands,  and 
healing  flowed  in  spills  coined  from  an 
endless  mint,  tossed  to  the  breeze  of 
every  human  ill.  We  too  can  seize 
fortunes  of  kindness  falling  from  His  tills 
and  take  compassion  still  warm  from  his 
touch,  inheriting  forgiveness  when  our 
wills  forfeit  the  right  because  we’re 
empty  souled,  loving  too  little,  counting 
self  too  much. 

Who  else  but  Jesus  left  an  estate  of 
such  magnificence  it’s  more  than  we  can 
hold? 


Your  gift  will 

Make  a  Difference 
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of 
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supporting  emergency  relief, 

refugee  resettlement, 
rehabilitation  programs — 

leading  to  renewal  of  life. 
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workers  injured  on  the  job  be  clocked  out 
before  being  taken  to  the  medical  center. 

Although  there  was  a  general  mood  of 
appreciation  among  the  delegates  at 
being  able  to  hear  “both  sides  of  the 
story”  before  dealing  with  the  issue,  Mr. 
Farah  obviously  failed  in  his  attempt  to 
convince  the  lay  and  clergy  participants 
that  the  current  brouhaha  over  Farah 
working  conditions  is  based  on  “carefully 
planted  misinformation  .  .  .  and  gross 
lies.” 

Although  the  conclave  did  not  vote  to 
reaffirm  last  year’s  decision  to  support 
the  national  boycott  against  Farah 
products,  TCC  executive  director  Roy 
Cates  said  that  “it  is  my  understanding 
that  the  action  taken  here  in  no  way 
negates  the  action  taken  last  year.” 

The  controversy  at  Farah  has  at¬ 
tracted  wide-spread  attention  in  church 
circles,  and  the  most  recent  meetings  of 
both  the  National  Council  of  Churches 
and  the  United  Methodist  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  have  passed 
resolutions  supporting  the  nation-wide 
boycott  of  Farah  products. 

(Editor’s  Note:  At  press  time  it  was 
learned  that  Mr.  Farah  and  the 
leadership  of  the  Amalgamated  Clothing 
Workers  of  America,  the  union  with 
which  Farah  management  has  been  at 
odds,  had  tentatively  reached  an 
agreement  regarding  union  elections.  No 
details  were  available  however,  it  was 
anticipated  that  the  agreement  would 
signal  an  end  to  the  boycott.) 
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Farah  confronts  the  church 

FORT  WORTH  —  William  Farah,  the  president  of  the  strike-torn  Farah 
Manufacturing  Company,  addresses  the  Texas  Conference  of  Churches  during  its 
annual  meeting  here.  Mr.  Farah  charged  that  the  TCC’s  decision  last  year  to  call  for 
a  boycott  of  the  company  until  secret  elections  are  held  over  the  question  of 
unionization  was  the  fountainhead  of  the  national  boycott  now  being  waged  suc¬ 
cessfully  against  the  company.  photo  by  bob  robertson 


Spiritual  healing  up  front 

Reviewer  applauds  new  interest  in  Biblical  practice 


“We  Are  All  Healers”  by  Sally 
Hammond,  Harper  &  Row.  1973,  $5.95. 

By  LAWRENCE  W.  ALTHOUSE 

A  few  months  ago  in  Kansas  I  found 
this  neatly-lettered  sign  on  the  front  door 
of  a  United  Methodist  Church:  “Use 
Back  Door  for  Healing.” 

The  sign  was  referring  to  a  workshop 
on  spiritual  healing  being  held  that  day 
on  its  premises.  Quite  unintentionally,  of 
course,  the  signmaker  was  offering  a  wry 
commentary  on  the  traditional  stance  of 
standard-brand  denominations  on  the 
subject  of  healing. 

Despite  the  fact  that  healing  dominates 
nearly  one-fifth  of  the  four  Gospels,  most 
mainline  Christians  react  to  it  with  a 
sense  of  embarrassment  or  even  of 
downright  hostility  and  rejection. 

In  the  last  decade,  however,  spiritual 
healing  has  been  experiencing  a  steady 
increase  of  interest  among  the  general 
public,  certain  physicians,  some 
scientists,  and  —  surprisingly  —  evert 
among  some  clergy  and  lay  people  in  the 
churches! 

Beyond  stereotypes 
to  Jesus’  imperative 

Realizing  at  last  that  this  ministry  does 
not  need  to  mean  tentmeetings  and  saw¬ 
dust  trails,  wild-eyed  emotionalism  and 
skillful  manipulation,  some  Christians 
are  beginning  to  believe  that  the  church 
needs  to  take  a  new  look  at  Jesus’  three¬ 
fold  imperative  to  “preach,  teach,  and 
heal.” 

Sally  Hammond’s  new  book,  “We  Are 
All  Healers,”  serves  as  a  fascinating 
introduction  to  this  growing  field  of 
Christian  thought  and  action.  A 
newspaperwoman,  Miss  Hammond 
began  her  interest  in  this  subject  much 
the  same  way  that  many  people  do: 
seemingly  by  coincidence.  Attending  a 
congress  of  World  Federalists  in 
Luxembourg  in  1948,  she  heard  a  British 
Labour  Party  Member  speak  casually  of 
spiritual  healing  and  his  own  positive 
experience. 

Ten  years  later  in  New  York  City, 
diagnosed  as  having  a  growth  that  might 
be  malignant,  Miss  Hammond  began  a 
quest  that  ultimately  led  her  to  visit 
many  of  the  leading  spiritual  healers  of 
Britain  and  the  United  States.  Another 
result  of  this  quest  was  a  personal 
commitment  to  and  practice  of  this 
ministry. 

Healing  ministry  given 
to  all  people 

There  is  nothing  exclusive  about  her 
ministry,  however,  for  she  believes,  as 
the  title  of  the  book  implies,  that  God  has 
given  this  gift  of  healing  to  all  people, 
though  in  varying  degrees  and  forms. 

This  gift,  she  reminds  us,  is  one  of  the 
most  fequently  mentioned  “gifts  of  the 
Spirit”  in  the  New  Testament,  par¬ 
ticularly  by  Paul  in  I  Corinthians  12.  Too 
long,  she  believes,  (and  I  would  concur), 
churches  have  ignored  this  God-given 


gift  and  abandoned  it  to  the  “quacks” 
and  those  on  the  extremist  fringes  of 
religion. 

Many  have  assumed  that  belief  in 
spiritual  healing  today  is  unscientific, 
although  by  some  intellectual  sleight-of- 
hand  we  have  continued  nominally  to 
affirm  the  New  Testament  healing 
ministry  of  Jesus. 

Today,  as  Sally  Hammond  points  out, 
however,  there  are  a  growing  number  of 
medical  doctors  who  either  grudgingly  or 
enthusiastically  acknowledge  and  even, 
in  some  cases,  support  this  ministry,  not 
as  a  competitive  alternative  to  medical 
science,  but  as  a  complimentary  branch 
of  the  healing  arts.  (A  respected 
physician  in  my  congregation  has  par¬ 
ticipated  in  the  weekly  healing  services 
of  my  own  church.) 

Survey  of  current  research 

One  of  the  chapters  in  the  book  is  an 
interesting  and  informative  survey  of 
current  paraphyschological  research. 
Among  the  most  impressive  of  these 
projects  is  the  work  of  Biologist  Sister 
Justa  Smith  of  Rosary  Hill  College  in 
Buffalo,  New  York,  whose  pioneer  work 
with  enzymes  and  a  Hungarian  healer 
has  offered  impressive  evidence  that 
something  physically  dynamic  (and  not 
just  psychologically)  does  happen  when  a 
gifted  healer  does  his  or  her  thing. 

In  addition  to  the  story  of  her  own 
qiiest,  Miss  Hammond  visited  and 
reports  on  a  variety  of  British  healers, 
including  Harry  Edwards,  Gordon 
Turner,  Mary  Rogers,  Ronald  Beeseley, 
Dr*  Christopher  Woodward,  Gwen 
Murray,  and  Brigadier  Firebrace. 

She  also  gives  us  chapters  exploring 
the  perspectives  on  this  ministry  by 
organizations  such  as  Spiritual  Frontiers 
Fellowship,  the  Association  for  Research 
and  Enlightenment,  and  the  Academy  of 
Parapsychology  and  Medicine,  in  the 
United  States,  and  the  National 
Federation  of  Spiritual  Healers  (whose 
members  are  accredited  and  received  by 
British  hospitals)  and  the  Spiritualist 
Association  of  Great  Britain  in  England. 

Unfortunately,  she  devotes  but  one 
brief  chapter  to  five  American  healers. 
Having  met  and  observed  most  of  the 
healers  she  interviewed  for  this  book,  I 
feel  she  has  given  disproportionate  at¬ 
tention  to  the  British  side  of  the  story. 

Among  the  American  healers,  for 
example,  is  Mrs.  Olga  Worrall,  who  with 
the  Rev.  Robert  Kirkley,  conducts  a 
weekly  healing  ministry  in  the  Mount 
Washington  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Baltimore,  Maryland.  Probably  Amer¬ 
ica’s  most  gifted  spiritual  healer,  Olga 
Worrall  has  brought  both  national  and 
international  recognition  and  acceptance 
to  the  movement. 

Not  an  in-depth  study 

The  book  is  basically  the  approach  of  a 
newspaperwoman,  combining  a  highly 
readable  style  and  a  great  amount  of 


data.  It  is  not,  however,  an  in-depth  study 
and  the  volume’s  greatest  lack,  in  my 
opinion,  is  a  summary  chapter  in  which 
the  different  views  and  approaches  could 
be  compared,  contrasted,  and  even 
evaluated.  It  is,  neverhteless,  a  book  well 
worth  reading  by  clergy  and  laity  alike 
who  are  willing  to  approach  this  subject 
with  an  open,  if  not  committed  mind. 

(Editor’s  note:  Lawrence  Althouse  is 
pastor  of  Calvary  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Mohnton,  Pa.,  and  president  of 
Spiritual  Frontiers  Fellowship.  He  has 
conducted  his  own  ministry  of  healing  in 
Mohnton  for  the  past  seven  years  and  is 
currently  writing  a  book  on  the  subject.) 
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Study  shows 
mobile  pastor 
less  effective 

SPRINGFIELD,  Ill.  (RNS)  —  Do 
pastors  tend  to  move  around  too  much? 
Do  they  tend  to  stay  too  short  a  time  in 
one  parish  before  accepting  another 
charge? 

Recent  research  from  Concordia 
Seminary  here  would  suggest  that  they 
do.  Examining  the  relationship  between 
pastoral  effectiveness  and  pastoral 
mobility,  Allen  Nauss  discovered  that 
patterns  of  short  pastorates  (those 
lasting  less  than  four  years)  were  more 
frequently  characteristic  of  “less  ef¬ 
fective  ministries.” 

The  element  of  “effectiveness”  in¬ 
cluded  such  clergy  functions  as  pastoral 
care,  counseling,  interpersonal  relation¬ 
ships,  evangelism,  religious  education, 
preaching,  conduct  of  worship,  and 
administrative  activity. 

It  was  checked  against  the  judgment  of 
at  least  two  of  the  following:  president  of 
the  pastor’s  congregation,  women’s 
group  president,  youth  group  president, 
chairperson  of  the  church  board  or  the 
Sunday  School  superintendent,  and  the 
clergy  circuit  counselor  or  another 
neighboring  clergy. 

The  pattern  for  the  less  effective 
person  more  frequently  included  the 
short  pastorate,  while  the  more  effective 
pastor  more  regularly  served  the  parish 
at  least  four  years.  A  very  long  pastorate 
of  12  or  more  years  apparently  did  not 
affect  the  effectiveness  rating  adversely. 

There  were  exceptions:  some  short¬ 
term  pastors,  especially  among  younger 
persons,  were  still  given  an  effective 
rating  in  a  succeeding  parish. 

Though  Mr.  Nauss’  study  focused  on 
Lutheran  clergy  (of  the  Missouri  Synod) 
the  same  sort  of  relationship  has  begun  to 
surface  in  other  denominations.  Douglas 
Jackson  found,  in  a  study  at  North¬ 
western  University,  that  ineffective 
United  Methodist  ministers  had  more  one 
or  two-year  pastorates  than  effective 
persons. 

John  Dyble,  at  the  Office  of  Research, 
United  Presbyterian  Church,  noted  a 
negative  correlation  of  effectiveness  with 
a  number  of  changes  in  parish  situation 
among  young  Presbyterian  ministers. 

The  fact  that  denominational  policies 
and  government  differ  in  the 
denominations  reported  suggests  some 
degree  of  similarity  in  this  relationship 
across  denominational  lines. 


‘Global  Ministries’  gives 
gay  caucus  token  grant 


Npw  YORK  —  The  newly-created 
National  Task  Force  for  Gay  People  in 
the  Church  has  been  officially  recognized 
through  a  token  financial  contribution  by 
the  Office  of  Urban  Ministries  of  the 
denomination’s  National  Division  of  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

According  to  Cecil  Pottieger,  an  of¬ 
ficial  with  the  office,  the  contribution  of 
$500  does  not  constitute  an  endorsement 
of  the  work  of  the  Task  Force.  Rather,  it 
is  the  office’s  way  of  officially 
recognizing  the  struggles  of  yet  another 
minority  group  —  homosexuals. 

“The  United  Methodist  Church,”  said 
Mr.  Pottieger,  “has  historically 
championed  causes  involving  misun¬ 
derstood  persons  in  our  society.  In  this 
connection  we  cite  causes  such  as  child 
labor  reform,  anti-slavery  and  women’s 
rights. 

“In  the  same  vein,”  he  continued,  “gay 
and  lesbian  liberation,  with  its  hundreds 
of  thousands  of  adherents,  continues  to 
be  misunderstood  by  much  of  American 
society.  Through  this  one-time  grant,  the 
National  Division  has  expressed  its 
Christian  concern  once  again,  to  yet 
another  minority  group.” 

It  was  noted  that  the  United  Methodist 
Church  was  not  the  first  organization  to 


recognize  the  Task  Force.  Last  fall  the 
governing  Board  of  the  National  Council 
of  Churches  voted  to  enter  dialogue  with 
the  Task  Force. 

Mr.  Pottieger  said  that  the  action  taken 
by  the  Office  of  Urban  Ministries  is  in 
harmony  with  the  mandates  of  the  1972 
General  Conference. 

The  statement  on  Social  Principles 
passed  by  that  conclave  stated  that 
“homosexuals  no  less  than  heterosexuals 
are  persons  of  sacred  worth,  who  need 
the  ministry  and  guidance  of  the  church 
in  their  struggles  for  human  fulfillment, 
as  well  as  the  spiritual  and  emotional 
care  of  a  fellowship  which  enables 
reconciling  relationships  with  God,  with 
others  and  with  self.” 
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if e time  tour 


Around  the  globe:  Hawaii,  Japan.  Taiwan. 
Hong  Kong.  Thailand.  Nepal.  India.  Holy 
Land.  Greece.  Austria.  Hungary  (Optional: 
Afghanistan,  Uzebeklstan.  Russia). 

Sightseeing  and  entertainment.  Interviews 
with  leaders  In  government,  news,  educaUon 
religions,  etc.  All  Inclusive  cost  same  as 
earlier  years!  Five  fabulous  weeks  on  25th 
Annual  World  Tour.  Starts  July  9th. 


Free  brochure.  Write 
Dr.  Robert  A.  Panzer. 
2100  J.  Street.  Sacra¬ 
mento  CA.  95616. 


Churchgoers  try  ‘ de-bugging 9 
their  lives  during  worship 
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FOR 

EXPECTANT 

PARENTS 

by 

Anita  Wheatcroft 


From  the  heart  and  mind  of  a  busy  mother  comes 
this  book  on  the  preparation  for  Christian  parent¬ 
hood.  The  author  treats  spiritual  matters  in  the 
home  as  a  natural  part  of  daily  living.  Prayers 
and  scripture  references  are  provided  for  family 
use.  $1.25  each;  10  or  more,  $1.00  each 


SANTA  PAULA,  Calif.  —  “De-Bugging 
Our  Lives."  This  was  the  theme  of  a 
Sunday  worship  service  at  First  Baptist 
Church  here  recently. 

Accompanying  the  church  bulletin  that 
day  were  construction  paper  bugs,  on 
which  participants  were  encouraged  to 
write  the  three  things  which  “bugged” 
them  most  about  their  lives. 

Then  worship  leader  Virgil  Nelson 
walked  down  the  aisle,  displaying  a 
small,  leafy  branch  to  the  congregation. 
After  a  few  observations,  a  perceptive 
eye  discovered  a  tomato  caterpillar,  an 
insect  which  can  devour  a  healthy  plant. 

Mr.  Nelson  then  focused  on  the  de¬ 
structive  power  of  “bugs”  in  human  life, 
sharing  Biblical  accounts  and  personal 


experiences  and  citing  contemporary 
social  crises,  such  as  Watergate. 

Brainstorming,  worshippers  discussed 
various  ways  to  deal  with  these  “bugs.” 
One  person  suggested  chopping  down  the 
entire  “plant,”  or  site  of  the  problem. 
Another  admitted  that  man’s  usual  re¬ 
action  is  to  ignore  “bugs.”  A  third  enter¬ 
prising  participant  proposed  “keeping  a 
few  around  to  show  off.” 

Recognizing  “bugs,"  they  noted,  can 
be  difficult  since,  like  insects,  problems 
often  camoflauge  themselves. 

Concluding  the  “de-bugging”  experi¬ 
ment,  Mr.  Nelson  collected  the  paper 
bugs,  which  were  then  offered  with  a 
prayer  of  commitment  and  dedication  at 
the  communion  table. 
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BIBLE 

SAMPLER 


A  guide  to  twelve  months  of 
systematic  Bible  reading  with 
special  Sunday  readings.  Provides  a  discipline 
for  daily  spiritual  instruction  and  growth.  25# 
each;  10  or  more,  20#  each 

Order  from  Dept  M-11 
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iVine  districts ;  bishop  assistant  voted  by  Special  Session 
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reduce  the  number 
of  districts  from  ten 
to  nine;  authorized 
the  bishop  to  ap¬ 
point  an  adminis¬ 
trative  assistant  to 
assist  him ;  reor¬ 
ganized  the  struc¬ 
ture  of  the  confer- 
C.  ence  boards  to  re- 

d  "  late  more  closely  to 

the  example  set  by 
^  the  1972  General 

?•  Conference,  and  re- 

:d  and  outlined  the  functions  of 
the  Conference  Council  on  Ministries. 

Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield,  still 
fighting  the  effects  of  a  bout  with  the  flu 
earlier  in  the  week,  presided  over  the 
session  held  in  the  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Baton  Rouge.  Close  to  a 
thousand  persons,  clergy,  lay  members 
and  visitors  took  part  in  the  proceedings. 


A  one-day  special  Two  items  of  business  were  taken  care 
called  session  of  the  of  prior  the  report  of  the  Conference 
Louisiana  Annual  Structure  Study  Committee  coming 
Conference  held  in  before  the  Session.  Reverend  Alfred 
Baton  Rouge  Pollar,  administrator  of  the  Lafon  Old 
March  2,  voted  to  Folks  Home  of  The  Methodist  Episcopal 


o 


Church  in  New  Orleans,  petitioned  the 
Conference  to  change  the  “name,  style 
and  title  of  said  corporation  to  The  Lafon 
Home  of  the  Louisiana  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  of  the  United  Methodist  Church.” 

The  Conference  complied  with  the 
request. 

Dr.  Benedict  Galloway,  president  of 
the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  INN,  the 
former  BUSINESS  GIRLS  INN  of 
Shreveport,  petitioned  the  Conference  to 
accept  the  facility  as  a  gift  from  the 


required  its  services,  due  to  changing 
conditions. 

The  INN  owes  the  Conference  and  a 
Shreveport  bank  approximately  $11,000 
previously  borrowed.  The  Conference 
approved  the  institution  as  a  gift,  which 
allows  the  church  to  sell  the  property. 
Bishop  Crutchfield  explained  that  he  felt 
that  since  the  INN  had  been  used  so  long 
as  a  Christian  institution,  it  should  be 
sold  to  another  organization  which  would 
continue  to  use  it  in  a  similar  manner. 

Dr.  J.  Woodrow  Hearn,  chairman  of 
the  Conference  Structure  Study  Com¬ 
mittee,  presented  the  committee’s  report 
to  the  conference  in  four  sections.  The 
first  dealt  with  a  proposed  ad¬ 
ministrative  assistant  to  the  Bishop,  to  be 


office  at  meetings  on  request  of  the 
bishop;  and  (5)  to  work  with  the  con¬ 
ference  treasurer  in  the  development  and 
promotion  of  a  program  of  wills  and 
legacies  and  the  creation  of  a  Louisiana 
United  Methodist  Foundation.  A  sixth 
function  was  added  “and  such  other 
duties  as  assigned  by  the  Bishop.” 

After  much  discussion,  the  proposal 
was  accepted  by  the  Conference  with  the 
stipulation  that  the  Council  on  Finance 
and  Administration  work  out  the 
financing  of  the  office  by  the  regular 
session  of  the  Annual  Conference  in  May, 
1974. 

The  second  area  concerned  the  number 
of  districts,  and  the  formation  of  District 
Councils  on  Ministries.  The  committee 


former  Womens  Society  of  Christian  housed  in  New  Orleans  near  the  Bishop’s  recommended  reduction  of  the  number  of 
Service  and  the  Wesleyan  Service  Guild,  office  This  nersnn  a  minietpr  tn  ha  Hicfriatc  frnm  Inn  f nin/.  (n.  _ _ 


Service  and  the  Wesleyan  Service  Guild. 
The  institution,  organized  in  1928  to 
provide  a  Christian  home  in  downtown 
Shreveport  for  girls  coming  to  the  city  for 
work  and  education,  had  facilities  for 
about  52  young  women  to  stay. 

In  1972,  due  to  changing  conditions,  the 
INN  was  no  longer  able  to  pay  its  own 
way,  having  formerly  been  financed  by 
the  rent  paid  by  its  occupants.  There 
were  fewer  and  fewer  young  women  who 


office.  This  person,  a  minister  to  be 
appointed  by  the  bishop,  would  have  five 
areas  of  duties:  (l)  To  act  as  a  public 
relations  director  for  the  Conference; 
including  editing  the  LOUISIANA 
METHODIST  newspaper;  (2)  to 
maintain,  on  behalf  of  the  bishop  and 
cabinet,  contact  with  the  seminary 
students  of  the  Conference;  (3)  to  be  a 
liasion  person  do  all  Conference  in¬ 
stitutions;  (4)  to  represent  the  bishop’s 


districts  from  ten  to  nine  for  efficiency 
and  economy  reasons.  This  was 
authorized  by  a  vote  of  312  to  270,  which 
knocked  down  an  alternate  proposal  to 
retain  the  ten  districts  as  they  are. 

District  Councils  on  Ministries  were 
also  voted  in,  as  well  as  District  Com¬ 
mittees  on  Nominations  to  choose  the 
members.  A  recommendation  that  each 
district  superintendent  should  be 
provided  at  least  half-time  secretarial 


help  from  District  funds  was  approved 
also. 

The  Conference  Council  on  Ministries 
was  authorized  to  restructure  itself  to 
represent  the  groups  within  the  Con¬ 
ference  more  completely  and  fairly;  the 
duties  of  the  Council  staff  based  at 
Shreveport  at  Centenary  College  were 
given*  clearly  defined  duties,  and  the 
makeup  of  the  staff  was  left  with  the 
Conference  Council  to  determine  who 
and  how  many  were  required  to  carry  out 
implementation  of  the  ascribed  func¬ 
tions.  The  Committee  recommended  to 
the  Conference  Council  on  Ministries  that 
there  be  a  director  and  two  associate 
directors. 

The  Special  Session  accepted  the 
proposals  of  the  Committee  regarding 
the  make  up  and  functions  of  the  Con¬ 
ference  boards,  naming  these:  Board  of 
Church  and  Society,  Board  of 
Discipleship,  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 


Board  of  Laity,  Board  of  the  Ministry, 
Board  of  Pensions,  and  Board  of 
Trustees.  Conference  Commissions 
named  were:  Archives  and  History, 
Higher  Education,  Religion  and  Race, 
Equitable  Salaries  and  Sustentation; 
committees  named  were  Courtesies, 
Investigation,  Journal,  Lay  Worker, 
Nominations,  and  Review  and 
Resolutions. 

Major  changes  related  to  the  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Nominations,  which  was  given 
a  more  equal  representation  of  lay  and 
clerical  members,  with  the  lay  members 
coming  from  the  lay  members  of  the 
Conference. 

The  balance  of  the  reports,  concerned 
with  Conference  Rules  and  Rules  of 
Order  for  Conference  Sessions,  were 
postponed  until  the  regular  session  of  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  set  for  the 
week  of  May  28,  May  31,  1974,  at 
Centenary  College  in  Shreveport. 


UMW  sets  annual 
School  of  Missions 


— The 
Louisiana 
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Dr.  Self  trains 
conf.  laymen 


An  edition  of  THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER  Send  P  o  Fo,„  ,o  Bo«  1076  Dallas.  Texas  75221 


Dr.  David  W.  Self,  Associate  General 
Secretary  of  the  General  Board  of 
Discipleship,  of  Nashville,  Tennessee, 
and  head  of  the  Division  on  Lay  Life  and 
Work  was  the  resource  person  at  a 
weekend  workshop  for  District  Lay 
Leaders  in  Alexandria  recently.  Eight  of 


The  District  Board  of  the  Laity  can 
devote  more  time  to  program  planning  to 
feed  into  the  District  Council,  which  is 
designed  to  be  made  up  of  both  lay 
persons  and  clergy. 

- - - - - — wj .  I/.  Much  discussion  was  devoted  to  the 

the  ten  District  Lay  Leaders  were  in  fact  that  the  formal  laity  organization  in 
attendance.  the  Conference  should  be  more  involved 

with  these  other  segments  of  lay 
The  basic  question  for  the  workshop  leadership  in  the  Conference-  the  lay 
was  what  is  the  role  of  the  District  Lay  members  of  the  Annual  Conference  and 
Leader  at  present  and  in  the  future  of  our  those  lay  persons  who  serve  as  members 
conference  organization?  The  group  of  of  the  various  other  boards  and  agencies 
District  Lay  Leaders,  along  with  Tom  of  the  Conference. 

Matheny,  Conference  Lay  Leader,  ..  ,,  , 

Hubert  Blanchard,  Associate  Conference  Br "  £  .t”  "u  la,‘y 

Lay  Leader  for  Lay  Life  and  Work,  and  gr°“fd  '"w 

Cecil  Bland  of  the  Conference  Office  Me  viui?  a 

worked  on  some  possible  directions  for  M  Th  |°.U-h'Mand  Un/te^  Methodist 

the  office  the  two  days  Men  The  last  is  the  weakest,  sjnce,  for 

one  tiling,  it  is  not  organized  ori  a  Con- 
One  of  the  most  hopeful  areas  in  which  ference  level,  as  are  the  other  two,  being 
the  District  Lay  Leader  finds  himself  is  limited  to  small  local  church  groups,  who 
the  new  concept  of  the  District  Council  on  are  usually  of  the  “meet  and  eat” 
Ministries.  For  the  first  time,  the  category.  Since  the  Conference  Director 
program  of  lay  life  and  work  that  the  United  Methodist  Men  is  a  member  of 
District  Boards  of  Laity  have  tried  to  the  Annual  Conference,  it  was  felt  that 
accomplish  over  the  years  with  varying  ,his  is  a  source  of  participation  that  has 
degrees  of  success,  can  now  be  im-  not  been  utilized  to  the  present, 
plemented  with  more  efficiency,  and  The  group  concluded  that  the  hope  of 

hrnMffhTh°re  h0Pe  0ff  tainlngSetg°alS'  the  conference.  to  involve  more  bcal 
through  this  organization.  churches  in  programing  for  themselves 

The  reason,  according  to  Dr.  Self,  is  and  to  facilitate  the  conference  program, 
that  now,  through  the  council,  the  power  >s  the  new  organization  of  Districts 
and  authority  of  the  entire  district  Councils  on  Ministries  to  plan,  to  enable. 


LAY  WORKSHOP:  Dr.  David  Self 
f  LEFT]  Head  of  the  Division  of  Lay  Life 
and  Work,  Board  of  Discipleship  Nash¬ 
ville.  Tennessee,  and  Tom  Matheny, 
Conference  Lay  Leader. 
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Harry  Ezell 
succumbs 

The  retired  Superintendent  of  the 
Methodist  Children's  Home  at  Ruston, 
Reverend  Harry  E.  Ezell,  55,  died 
February  13  at  Lincoln  General  Hospital 
in  Ruston  following  a  lengthy  illness. 

Funeral  services  were  held  Friday, 
February  15  at  Trinity  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Ruston,  with  the  Rev.  Merlin 
Merrill,  Rev.  W.  L.  Worrell  and  Rev. 
Ralph  Cain  officiating.  Burial  was  in  the 
Greenwood  Cemetery  at  Ruston  under 
the  direction  of  Kilpatrick’s  Funeral 
Home  of  Ruston. 

Mr.  Ezell  was  a  native  of  Jarbalo, 
Kansas.  He  served  several  churches  in 
Missouri  and  was  an  elementary  school 
principal  with  the  Kansas  City,  Missouri 
school  system.  He  came  to  Louisiana  in 
1958  to  serve  as  director  of  McDonnell 
Methodist  Center  in  Houma  for  two 
years,  prior  to  his  joining  the  Louisiana 
Conference  and  becoming  Superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  Methodist  Children’s 
Home  at  Ruston.  He  served  there  for 
thirteen  years,  during  the  transition 
period  from  an  orphanage  to  a  child  care 
center.  Mr.  Ezell  retired  from -the  Home 
in  November  of  last  year. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife  of  Ruston; 
three  sons,  Dr.  Richard  Ezell  and  Bobby 
Ezell  both  of  Ruston  and  Larry  Ezell  of 
New  Orleans;  one  daughter.  Miss  Sandra 
Ezell  of  California;  his  parents,  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  Wm.  H.  Ezell  of  Sedalia,  Mo.;  one 
brother,  Richard  Ezell  of  Stanberry, 
Mo.;  one  sister,  Miss  Catherine  Ezell  of 
Sedalia,  Mo.,  and  two  grandchildren. 

Also  surviving  him  are  the  hundreds  of 
"spiritual”  children  he  has  cared  for 
through  the  years  of  his  association  with 
the  Children’s  Home  in  Ruston. 


Mrs.  Robert  W.  Compton,  Louisiana 
Conference  United  Methodist  Women  of 
the  Louisiana  Conference  President, 
presided  at  an  executive  committee 
meeting  at  the  Rapides  Bank  in 
Alexandria  February  23.  The  two-day 
meeting  was  concerned  with  the 
organization  and  operation  of  the  Annual 
School  of  Christian  Mission  set  for  July 
17-21  on  the  Campus  of  Centenary  College 
in  Shreveport,  and  other  business. 

Dean  of  the  School  is  Mrs.  E.  N. 
Thomas  and  Mrs.  F.  E.  Kennon,  is 
assistant  dean.  This  year,  there  will  be 
two  short  full  schools  of  studies,  choices, 
Mission  Emphasis,  Audio-Visuals  and 
elected  leaders  training. 

School  Number  One  will  be  from 
Wednesday,  July  17  through  Friday  noon, 
July  19,  and  School  Number  two,  will  be 
from  Friday,  July  19  through  Sunday,  at 
noon,  July  21. 

The  scriptural  study  will  be  the  Book  of 
Jonah.  Basic  text  is  “Rather  Die  Than 
Live,”  by  William  G.  Pickard.  The 
discussion  will  be  on  life  and  death 
issues.  The  study  group  leader  will  be 


Mrs.  John  B.  Freeman  of  Norman, 
Oklahoma 

The  two  other  courses  of  which  each 
participant  will  choose  one,  are: 
Education  for  Global  Consciousness,” 
with  the  basic  text  “Global  Living  Here 
and  Now,”  by  James  A.  Scherer,  and 
“Our  Faith  in  the  Midst  of  Pluralism,” 
with  the  basic  text  “Faith  or  Fear  and 
Future  Shock,”  by  Cynthia  C.  Wedel. 

Study  group  leaders  are:  (Global 
Consciousness)  Mrs.  Inez  W.  Christen- 
tery,  of  Baton  Rouge;  Mrs.  W.  E.  Trice  of 
Dallas,  Texas,  and  Mrs.  George  W. 
Pomeroy,  of  Lake  Charles. 

Study  group  leaders  for  “Our  Faith  in 
the  Midst  of  Pluralism”  will  be:  Mrs. 
David  J.  Cathcart  of  the  Women’s 
Division  Staff;  Mrs.  John  L.  Beard  of 
Irving,  Texas  and  Mrs.  Ardelia  Scott  of 
Bastrop,  Louisiana. 

Registration  fee  for  each  of  the  two 
schools  is  $5.00  a  person,  with  meals  and 
housing  extra  on  the  college  campus. 
Registration  cards  are  being  made 
available  through  each  District 
organization  of  the  United  Methodist 
Women  in  the  Conference. 


organization  is  behind  the 
rather  than  one  segment. 


program,  to  facilitate  and  to  implement  the 
programs  that  are  made  for  and 


suggested 

churches. 


by  each  district’s  local 


Centenary  sets  chapel  program  series 


Testament  Interpretation  at  Emory 


The  Thursday  chapel  program  at  scheduled  to  speak;  the  Lenten  Sacred 
Centenary  College,  the  Louisiana  Con-  music,  “The  Wav  of  the  Cross  "  will  be 
ference  s  institution  of  higher  learning  at  sung  by  the  Centenary  College'  Choir  on 
Shreveport,  wil  feature  two  Emory  March  28;  a  special  Founders  Dav 
University  professors,  a  Shreveport  program  has  been  scheduled  for  April  4 
Episcopal  minister,  and  the  Centenary  Dr.  Gene  Tucker,  professor  of  Old 
College  choir  in  the  spring  series  of  ” 
events  at  Brown  Memorial  Chapel.  The 
public  is  always  welcome  to  attend  the 
programs  at  10:40  on  Thursday  mornings 
in  the  College  chapel. 

The  Chapel  series  is  one  of  the  struc¬ 
tures  of  campus  life  in  which  basic  issues 
of  faith,  meaning,  destiny,  morality,  and 
education  are  considered.  They  are 
presented  in  varied  and  inviting  forms 
such  as  lectures  from  on  and  off  campus, 
drama,  music,  etc. 

On  March  7,  the  Very  Reverend 
Kenneth  Paul,  Rector  of  the  Church  of 
the  Holy  Cross  in  Shreveport  was  the 
speaker;  the  Willson  Lecture  series  will 
be  continued  on  March  21  with  Dr. 

William  Mallard,  Professor  of  theology 
at  Emory  University  in  Atlanta,  Georgia 


University  will  speak  on  April  18;  and  the 
Centenary  Honors  Convocation  will  be 
held  on  May  2. 

The  Reverend  Robert  Ed  Taylor, 
Chaplain  and  associate  professor  of 
religion  at  Centenary,  is  in  charge  of  the 
chapel  programs  at  the  college. 


New  sacred  m  usic  major 
offered  by  Centenary 


UMW  MEETS:  [FROM  LEFT]  Mrs.  Inez  Chrisentery,  member  of  the  South  Central 
Jurisdiction  United  Methodist  Women;  Mrs.  Charles  B.  McGowan,  member, 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Thomas,  secretary,  and  Mrs! 
Robert  Compton,  president,  Louisiana  Conference  United  Methodist  Women.  The 
occasion  is  the  UMW  Executive  Committee  meeting  in  Alexandria. 

Study  trip  to  Edinburgh 
scheduled  for  August  7-22 


Brown  Memorial  Chapel 


The  National  Advisory  Committee  for 
Educational  Opportunities  for  Clergy 
and  Laity  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
is  sponsoring  a  16-dav  travel/  study 
seminar  to  Edinburgh,  Scotland  August 
7-22.  This  program,  which  is  limited  to 
500  participants  nation-wide,  is  open  to 
both  clergy  and  lay  persons  from  the 
Louisiana  Conference. 

Prior  to  arrival  in  Scotland,  there  will 
be  a  five  day  tour  available  to  the  par¬ 
ticipants,  who  will  also  have  daily  free 
time  for  touring.  Two  days  will  be  spent 
in  London,  and  three  days  in  Oxford, 


The  Centenary  College  faculty  has 
approved  a  Music  School  proposal  to 
offer  a  new  major  in  sacred  music,  Dean 
Theodore  Kauss  and  Music  School 
Director  Frank  Carroll  have  announced. 

Students  entering  the  program  will 
receive  the  Bachelor  of  Music  degree. 
This  would  be  an  additional  con¬ 
centration  under  the  BM  degree 
presently  offered  in  applied  music,  music 


2,905  hymnals  for  Mexico 

the  yeiar  1873,  missionaries  from  the  cannot  raise  the  funds  to  purchase  many 
Methodist  church  in  Louisiana  went  to  things  for  their  churches.  It  so  happened 
Mexico  to  establish  mission  churches,  that  last  year,  the  first  modern  hymnal  in 
In  1972,  Hubert  Blanchard,  an  in-  sPanJsh  was  being  printed  through  the 
surance  man,  member  of  the  Wesley  * . ~ 


United  Methodist  Church  in  Sulphur, 
Louisiana,  visited  Mexico  City  on  a 
vacation.  During  the  visit,  he  called  on 
Bishop  Alejandro  Ruiz,  bishop  of  the 
Methodist  church  in  Mexico,  where  he 
learned  of  the  100th  Anniversary,  and 
some  of  the  history  and  facts  about 
Mexican  Methodism. 

He  also  learned  of  some  of  the  needs  of 
the  church  there. 

One  desperate  need  was  for  Methodist 
hymnals  printed  in  Spanish.  There  are 
many  small  rural  churches  in  Mexico 
that  have  only  very  poor  members,  who 


efforts  of  the  Methodist  Publishing  House 
and  cooperating  South  American 
Methodists. 

So,  Humbert  appealed  to  churches  all 
over  Louisiana  to  help  purchase  the  new 
hymnals.  And  United  Methodists  in  our 
Conference  came  through. 

This  past  December,  a  week-long 
celebration  was  held  the  final  week  of  the 
year  in  Mexico  City  commemorating  the 
100th  year  of  the  Mexican  Methodist 
church.  And  Hubert  was  there  to  present 
a  check  for  $7,000.00  to  Bishop  Ruiz  to 
purchase  2,905  Methodist  hymnals  in 
Spanish  for  the  Mexican  churches. 


education  and  composition. 

Three  n^w  courses  have  been  added  to 
the  curriculum  to  support  the  sacred 
music  major:  liturgical  music  and 
hymnology,  organ  and  choral  literature, 
and  church  music  management  and 
internship.  These  three  courses  will  be 
offered  in  a  continuing  cycle  and  none  is 
a  prerequisite  so  the  student  could  begin 
at  any  point  and  complete  the  cycle  in 
any  three  consecutive  semesters. 

Mr.  William  Teague,  adjunct  professor 
of  organ  at  Centenary,  has  agreed  to 
assume  the  major  responsibility  for  the 
coordination  of  the  instruction  involved 
in  the  new  degree  program.  Other 
members  of  the  regular  faculty  of  the 
School  of  Music  will  also  be  involved  in 
some  of  the  teaching  of  the  new  course 
offerings. 

Dean  Kauss  said  the  program  would  be 
initiated  in  the  fall  term  of  1974-75. 

Dr.  Carroll  said  the  School  of  Music 
initiated  the  new  degree  for  a  number  of 
reasons,  the  most  important  of  which  are 
(1)  the  fact  that  it  is  natural  and  ap¬ 
propriate  that  a  church  related  school 
offer  a  program  in  sacred  music,  and  (2) 
the  program  could  be  implemented  with 
only  modest  additions  in  courses,  staff 
and  equipment. 

Students  interested  in  enrolling  in  the 
new  music  program  at  Centenary  should 
contact  the  admissions  office,  or  Dr. 

!•  rank  Carroll,  at  the  School  of  Music. 


Lake  Charles  training  rally 

.  Alocal  church  leader  training  rally  has  training  for  several  hundred  i„,ai  ,u-  J 


Stratford,  Coventry,  Lincoln,  Epworth, 
York,  Newcastle  and  Durham. 

Basic  cost  of  the  package  is  $599  per 
person  and  registration  for  the  seminar 
is  $15.  Lay  persons  as  well  as  ministers 
are  eligible.  More  than  250  have  already 
registered  for  the  August  school.  There  is 
a  $50  scholarship  for  each  pastor  and  an 
additional  $50  allowance  may  be  earned 
for  each  layperson  a  pastor  gets  to  go. 
For  information  and  a  brochure,  contact 
Rev.  J.  E.  Christie,  411  Sherrouse 
Avenue,  Monroe,  Louisiana  71201. 


A  local  church  leader  training  rally  has 
been  scheduled  Sunday,  March  10  at 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Lake 
Charles.  This  District  Event  will  provide 


training  for  several  hundred  local  church 
members  in  leadership  capacities. 

Dr.  J.  Woodrow  Hearn,  Lake  Charles 
District  Superintendent,  announced  that 


LSU  married  students  get 
grant  to  campus  ministry 


The  Division  of  Campus  Ministry  of  the 
General  Board  of  Higher  Education  has 
announced  a  starter  grant  of  $400  in 
support  of  the  Married  Student-Young 
Adult  Ministries  program  at  LSU  in 
Baton  Rouge  to  be  coordinated  by  the 
Uniting  Campus  Ministry  there.  In  a 
letter  announcing  the  award  of  funds  Dr. 
Eugene  Ransom.  Assistant  General 
Secretary  of  the  Board  noted  “we  want 
you  to  get  as  good  a  start  as  possible  with 
the  $400  in  what  we  feel  is  a  very 
significant  ministry  here  at  LSU.” 

The  LSU  Married  Student-Young  Adult 
Ministry  program  will  involve  creation  of 
an  interdenominational  Task  Force 
representing  several  United  Methodist, 
Presbyterian  and  other  university^ 
related  congregations. 

United  Methodist-Presbyterian 
campus  minister  William  Finnin  in¬ 
dicates  that  the  strength  of  the  Married 
Students-Young  Adult  Program  will  be 
directly  related  to  the  interest  local 


church  congregations  take  in  the  plan¬ 
ning  stages.  Persons  from  several 
congregations  have  already  indicated 
interest  in  the  Task  Force  approach  to 
the  needs  of  Married  Young  Adults. 

The  LSU  student  body  numbers  23,100, 
4500  of  whom  are  married  students.  The 
University  maintains  housing  for  ap¬ 
proximately  680  couples  and  surrounding 
apartment  complexes  house  ap¬ 
proximately  1200  couples.  At  the  present 
time  no  University-Related  congre¬ 
gations  is  conducting  a  program  of 
ministry.  “The  time  is  right,”  says  Mr. 
Finnin,  “for  the  church  communities  in 
ministry  at  LSU  to  recognize  the  very 
special  needs  and  problems  of  young 
married  adults.  I  envision  a  wholly 
cooperative  ministry  that  takes  seriously 
the  spiritual,  relational,  and  intellectual 
needs  of  young  adults.  We  at  TUCM  are 
delighted  to  play  a  role  in  catalyzing  this 
ministry.” 


the  rally  was  planned  by  the  District 
Council  on  Ministries.  “This  rally  wall 
help  local  church  leaders  to  be  better 
equipped  to  do  their  tasks  in  their  own 
churches,"  Dr.  Hearn  said.  “It  will  also 
inspire  all  of  us  as  together  we  look  at  the 
future  of  the  church.  We  believe  that  this 
major  training  event  will  influence  the 
development  of  each  of  our  churches  in 
the  Lake  Charles  district  during  1974," 

One  of  the  leaders  will  be  Dr.  S.  Duane 
Bruce,  Director  of  the  South  Central 
Jurisdiction  Council  on  Ministries,  who 
will  work  with  pastors  and  chairpersons 
of  the  Administrative  Boards  and 
Councils  on  Ministries. 

Other  leaders  include  the  Rev.  Lewis 
Wilkins,  Executive  Director  of  the 
Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference,  and 
the  Rev.  Clyde  Frazier,  Monroe  District 
Superintendent.  The  Rev.  John  Winn, 
who  has  written  several  units  of  church 
school  material  for  youth,  will  lead  the 
group  of  youth  workers.  Don  Cottrill, 
Howard  Milo,  Cecil  Bland,  Mrs.  Howard 
Carter,  Mrs.  J.  W.  Hearn,  Dr.  George 
Pearce,  Louis  Blankenbaker,  Odell 
Simmons,  Carey  Martin,  H.  A. 
Harrington,  Jr.  and  Mrs.  Tom  Crosby  are 
also  leaders  for  the  Rally. 

The  Rally  will  be  held  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Lake  Charles,  from 
4:00  to  8:30  PM.  The  program  will  close 
with  a  special  district  service  at  which 
Dr.  Hearn  will  preach. 
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Solzhenitsyn:  Why  the  silence 
if  Christians  oppose  oppression? 


“Release  for  the  captives”  and 
"liberty  for  the  oppressed”  are  themes 
which  run  throughout  the  Scriptures. 
From  Moses  to  Jesus,  a  concern  for 
human  dignity  and  human  freedom  is 
exhibited. 

This  same  emphasis  has  been  apparent 
in  the  church  in  times  when  it  has  been 
faithful  to  its  Lord. 

It  was  this  concern  which  led  many 
within  the  American  church  to  support 
the  movement  for  full  civil  rights  for 
black  citizens.  More  recently,  this 
concern  has  surfaced  in  relation  to  the 
rights  of  American  Indians,  Mexican 
Americans  and  other  minorities  in  this 
country,  and  many  within  the  church 
have  lent  their  support.  Abroad,  in  such 
areas  as  Rhodesia,  Southern  Africa  and 
Latin  America,  various  types  of 
liberation  movements  are  at  work,  many 
with  the  support  of  individual  Christians 
and  organized  extensions  of  the  church. 

In  light  of  this  tradition  and  the  valid 
attention  it  is  receiving  within  many 
church  circles  today,  it  is  both  ironic  and 
tragic  to  see  the  church  say  virtually 
nothing  about  human  oppression  in  the 
so-called  Iron  Curtain  countries. 

The  denial  in  Russia  of  basic  freedoms 
which  we  take  for  granted  has  been 


illustrated  anew  in  recent  days  by  the 
way  in  which  Alexander  Solzhenitsyn 
was  stripped  of  his  citizenship  and  exiled 
for  expressing  opposition  to  his  govern¬ 
ment’s  disregard  for  human  rights  and 
human  life.  To  our  surprise  and  dismay, 
few  church  leaders  have  offered 
pronouncements  on  his  plight,  the 
plight  of  Soviet  Jews,  or  the  generally  op¬ 
pressed  plight  of  the  total  Soviet 
population. 

We  share  the  concern  of  many  to 
maintain  the  East-West  detente  and  to 
avoid  another  round  in  America  of  the 
game  “find  a  communist  behind  every 
bush.” 

Simple  consistency  in  the  application 
of  Christian  principles,  however,  should 
compel  us  to  denounce  human  oppression 
for  what' it  is,  wherever  it  occurs,  and  to 
support  the  quest  for  human  dignity  and 
human  rights  wherever  we  can. 

As  Christians,  we  should  continue  to 
focus  our  attention  on  America,  on 
Rhodesia  and  on  South  Africa.  We 
should,  at  the  same  time,  step  up  our 
efforts  to  bring  world  opinion  to  bear  on 
the  oppressive  policies  of  the  Soviet 
Union  and  other  Iron  Curtain  govern¬ 
ments. 


On  ‘God’s  people  doing  their  things’ 


L' ent 

By  JANE  McKAY  LANNING 
To  search  our  souls  To  share  the  cross, 


Most  of  us  would  affirm  the  principle 
that  God’s  people  can  serve  Him  just 
about  anywhere  in  just  about  any  type  of 
activity.  The  special  feature  page 
elsewhere  in  this  issue,  under  the 
heading  “God’s  people  doing  their 
things,”  is  an  attempt  to  illustrate  this 
principle. 

In  it  you  may  read  about  everything 
from  a  United  Methodist  minister 
drumming  up  support  for  the 
denomination’s  mission  program  to  a 
boxer  who  influenced  the  owner  of  a  gym 
where  he  works  out  to  donate  time  to  his 
church  as  a  lay  reader. 

Others  are  at  work  on  TV,  on  “the 


strip”  in  Las  Vegas  and  on  the  ice  skating 
rink. 

We  hope  this  will  be  the  first  of  a 
continuing  series  of  special  features 
about  persons  demonstrating  faith  .  .  . 
using  their  talents  .  .  .  fulfilling  God’s 
calling  in  their  lives  in  their  own  special 
ways. 

If  you  know  of  someone  who  might  be 
featured  in  a  future  issue,  please  send  the 
person’s  name  and  the  special  activity  in 
which  he/she  is  involved  to:  “God’s 
people  doing  their  things,”  The  Texas 
Methodist-United  Methodist  Reporter, 
P.O.  Box  1076,  Dallas,  Texas  75221. 


To  meditate, 
Will  not  suffice 
For  Lent. 


To  sacrifice, 

These  are  the  things 
God  meant. 


A  vision  for  the  eh tirrh 


on 


We  need  to  focus 
personal  commitment 


This  is  the  nineteenth  in  a  continuing 
series  of  messages  to  the  church  from 
United  Methodism’s  highest  elected 
officials  —  its  bishops.  Each  of  the 
denomination’s  bishops  was  invited  by 
TM/UMR  Editor  Spurgeon  M.  Dunnain 
III  to  share  his  hopes  and  dreams  for  the 
church  by  answering  this  question:  “If 
you  could  cause  one  trend,  or  emphasis, 
or  change,  or  program,  or  event,  or  at¬ 
titude  to  develop  across  the  United 
Methodist  Church  today,  what  would  it 
be?”  This  week’s  response  is  by  William 
R.  Cannon,  resident  bishop  of  the 
Georgia  Area  with  office  in  Atlanta. 
Articles  by  other  bishops  will  appear  in 
subsequent  issues. 

By  WILLIAM  R.  CANNON 

What  I  would  like  to  see  happen  more 
than  anything  else  is  the  realization  on 
the  part  of  all  United  Methodists,  both 
clergy  and  laity,  of  what  the  church  of 
Jesus  Christ  really  is.  Her  mission,  as  I 
see  it,  is  to  proclaim  Jesus  Christ  as  Lord 
and  Savior  and  to  win  her  membership  to 
allegiance  to  Him  and  to  His  program  of 
operation. 

We  all  know  that  the  church  is  not  the 
Kingdom  of  God  on  earth,  but 
nonetheless,  she  is  nearer  to  being  the 
Kingdom  than  any  other  agency  or  in¬ 
stitution.  That  means  that  always  and 
constantly  she  commands  our  respect 
and  our  loyalty.  When  the  church  is  at 
her  best,  she  is  the  continuation  of  the 
incarnation,  or  put  better,  she  is  the 


corporate  expression  of  Christ’s  personal 
life  on  earth.  That  means  that  her 
program  cannot  be  a  mere  duplication  of 
the  program  of  other  agencies  and 
organizations  in  society.  She  must  give  a 
plus  to  life.  That  plus  is  spiritual. 

In  our  preoccupation  with  issues,  I  am 
afraid  we  have  missed  the  needs  of  the 
people  involved  in  those  issues.  We  have 
substituted  numbers  for  persons  and 
majority  and  minority  groups  for  the 
individuals  who  compose  those  groups. 
We  have  assigned  quotas  and  have  not 
tried  to  understand  the  persons  who 
make  up  quotas. 

I  would  like  to  see  a  trend  of  personal 
commitment  to  the  highest  ideals  of  the 
Christian  ethic  —  what  we  used  to  call  in 
Methodism  personal  holiness  —  sweep 
across  our  church  and  through  the 
church  across  the  nation  as  a  whole.  The 
Scripture  teaches  that  only  the  righteous 
can  see  God  and  we  cannot  begin  to 
appreciate  Christ’s  message  until  we 
seek  the  power  of  His  holiness  in  our  own 
lives  and  hearts. 

Institutions  and  movements  are  in¬ 
variably  affected  by  the  persons  who 
compose  them.  We  cannot  have  social 
justice  unless  justice  prevails  in  the 
hearts  of  people.  Social  concerns  must  be 
the  offspring  of  a  theology  of  redemption, 
and  the  Cross  of  Jesus  Christ  must  be 
lifted  up  before  men  and  society  can  be 
drawn  to  it  in  salvation. 

The  chief  emphasis  of  our  church 
should  be  evangelism. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

Global  Ministries  Board’s  policies  defended 


Protestants,  Lent  and  self-discipline 

One  of  the  heresies  of  a  caricatured  of  the  Word,  corporate  worship,  intimate 
Protestantism  is  that  one  can  be  devout  sharing  with  support  groups,  a 
without  being  disciplined.  The  removal  of  willingness  to  will  God’s  will  at  every 


external  compulsions  is  translated  into 
the  elimination  of  internal  controls.  The 
fact  that  one  is  not  compelled  to  confess 
is  distorted  into  the  fallacy  that  one  has 
no  need  to  confess !  The  lack  of  any  rules 
about  one’s  presence  at  mass  is 
cheapened  into  a  bland  indifference 
toward  one’s  absence  from  church.  The 
fact  that  one  is  not  required  “to  give  up” 
anything  for  Lent  is  interpreted  to  mean 
that  one  need  not  “take  on”  anything  for 
Lent.  It  all  adds  up  to  a  flabby  faith  and  a 
counterfeit  Christianity. 

“If  anyone  would  come  after  me,  let 
him  deny  himself,  take  up  his  cross  daily, 
and  follow  me."  That  word  of  Jesus  still 
speaks  to  us.  Let’s  stop  trying  to 
rationalize  it  away.  Honest  self- 
examination,  confession,  restitution,  the 
practice  of  God’s  presence,  the  hearing 


point  we  encounter  life,  loving  our  neigh¬ 
bors  as  ourselves  —  all  these  are  as 
necessary  as  they  ever  were  to  the  life  of 
devotion.  And  all  these  are  as  demanding 
as  they  ever  were  of  strenuous  self- 
discipline. 

Lent  began  last  Wednesday,  February 
27.  If  I  could,  I  would  order  all  of  us  to 
“take  on”  some  special  discipline  of 
individual  meditation  and  group  sharing 
and  action  to  make  this  Lent  1974  a 
season  to  remember!  Since  I  have  no 
such  power,  I  leave  the  matters  of  our 
religious  discipline  and  devotion  where 
they  belong  —  between  us  and  God.  But 
whenever  we  think  that  is  letting  us  off 
easy  —  we  need  renewal  most  of  all. 
Melvin  E.  Wheatley  Jr.,  Bishop 
Rocky  Mountain  Conference 


To  the  Editor: 

I  don’t  apologize  for  disagreeing  with 
the  Rev.  David  Seamands  and  the  “Good 
News”  Consortium  (TM/UMR,  Feb. 
15).  I  keep  wondering  why,  as  Christians, 
we  must  make  Jesus  the  Christ  so  ex¬ 
clusive.  To  me  it  certainly  contradicts  his 
teachings.  I  would  also  defend  the  Board 
of  Global  Ministries,  for  they  opened  to 
me  the  meaning  of  the  biblical  term 
“salvation”  —  to  be  broad,  to  become 
spacious,  to  enlarge.  It  is  a  process  in 
one’s  life,  to  ever  expand  as  a  whole 
human  being.  If  that  is  humanistic  to  the 
“Good  News”  folks,  then  they  better 
begin  to  embrace  it  as  a  positive  term. 
Our  Third  World  brothers  and  sisters  are 
certainly  trying  to  make  us  realize  that! 
Mary  E.  Kraus 
Morristown,  Minnesota 

Our  desire  for  control  of 
others’ faith  is  presumptuous 

To  the. Editor:  .....  > 

In  the  wake  of  the  waves  to  redirect  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  toward  a 
greater  evangelical  witness,  we  seem 
only  concerned  about  how  we  justify  our 
participation  in  the  missionary  effort  of 
the  church  and  not  the  effect  it  has  on 
those  to  whom  we  go. 

We  are  not  the  church  of  thirty  years 


•  Here  I  Stand- 


Evangelical  Mission  Coun  cil  prexy 
responds  to  TM/UMR  poll ,  editorial 


By  DAVID  A.  SEAMANDS 
In  response  to  your  article  of  February 
22,  “Missionary  List  Found  Wanting,” 
and  the  accompanying  editorial  entitled, 
“Whom  Should  We  Believe?”  let  me 
state  the  following: 

(1)  The  names  and  addresses  were 
taken  from  the  1972  “Prayer  Calendar.” 
The  “Prayer  Calendar”  is  published  by 
the  Division  of  Education  and  Cultivation 
of  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries.  It  is 
described  in  the  Service  Center  catalog 
as  “Daily  guidance  in  prayer  for  the 
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work  and  workers  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  beginning  with  January  1. 
Names,  addresses,  and  bithdays  of 
missionaries  and  deaconesses  are 
given.” 

(2)  If  the  addresses  were  inaccurate 
and  the  names  not  current,  then  so  is  the 
“Prayer  Calendar." 

(3)  You  state:  “A  whopping  54  persons 
or  couples  are  no  longer  active 
missionaries  or  their  status  is  un¬ 
certain.”  How  right  you  are.  In  1972  we 
had  1,025  missionaries.  We  began  1974 
with  841  missionaries.  At  this  rate  of  re¬ 
trenchment  and  turnover  ( 184)  all  future 
lists  for  prayer  and  support  will  have  to 
be  put  into  loose-leaf  form  and  updated 
monthly.  Your  article  illustrated  this 
dilemma  perfectly  when  you  called  Carol 
and  Larry  Kalajainen  “furloughed 
missionaries.”  The  Kalajainens  were 
missionary  appointees  —  packed  and 
ready  to  go  —  caught  by  the  crunch  — 
who  never  got  to  the  field. 

(4)  You  also  point  out  as  an  inex¬ 
plicable  mystery  "how  missionaries  who 
haven’t  been  in  the  field  in  three  to  five 
years  .  .  could  have  wound  up  on  a  list 
of  hand-selected  personnel.”  The  Board 
has  a  policy  of  retaining  on  its  list  for 
several  years  returned  missionaries  on  a 
“leave  of  absence"  status.  Many  of  these 
persons  continue  to  cultivate  interest  and 
support  for  their  fields.  The  Seamands 
family  is  still  very  active  in  raising  large 
sums  of  money  for  the  United  Methodist 
Church  in  India.  For  example,  my  father, 
though  blind  in  one  eye  and  forced  to 
write  all  letters  of  appeal  by  hand,  has 
raised  $446,703  in  the  fifteen  years 
following  his  retirement.  I  trust  this  will 
help  you  understand  why  such  names  are 
listed  on  the  “Prayer  Calendar"  and, 
therefore,  are  on  our  list. 

(5)  You  further  state  “24  persons  on 
the  list  already  have  full  support.”  Yes. 
But  work  and  projects  in  their  areas  do 
not.  The  list  was  intended  to  encourage 
much  more  than  mere  salary  support  for 
missionaries.  It  was  also  meant  to  inform 
those  who  made  inquiry,  of  evangelical 
work  needing  funds. 

Having  said  all  this,  let  me  freely 
admit  that  there  are  many  technical 
mistakes  in  the  list.  The  names  and 
addresses  having  been  taken  from  an 


“Here  I  Stand”  is  a  forum  in  which 
TM/UMR  readers  may  express 
their  concerns  and  opinions 
regarding  the  church. 

This  week’s  contributor  is  the  Rev. 
David  A.  Seamands,  who  is  pastor  of 
the  Wilmore  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Wilmore,  Kentucky  and 
Chairman  of  the  newly  formed 
“Evangelical  Missions  Council” 
(see  TM/UMR,  Feb.  15). 


inaccurate  list  published  by  the  Board  of 
Missions,  it  could  hardly  have  been 
otherwise.  However: 

( 1 )  According  to  the  percentages  of  the 
missionary  responses  in  the  “Box  Score" 
it  seems  to  me  we  won  the  ball  game  in 
spite  of  a  few  “errors.” 

(2)  In  no  way  do  our  mechanical 
inaccuracies  affect  the  basic  facts  stated 
by  the  Evangelical  Missions  Council 
(now  a  separate  and  much  broader 
organization  than  “Good  News”): 

—  in  1969  the  World  Division  budget 
was  $21,545,600.  The  total  amount  an¬ 
ticipated  in  1974  te  $16,892,250.  The  net 
decrease  is  approximately  3  million 
dollars,  or  14%. 

—  there  is  a  decrease  of  47.8%  in  the 
field  budgets  from  1969-74. 

—  in  1969  there  were  1,309 
missionaries;  in  1974  there  are  841, 
representing  a  reduction  of  468,  or  a  net 
decrease  of  30%. 

All  these  figures  are  taken  from  Dr. 
John  Schaefer's  speech  given  before  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  in  October 
1973. 

Therefore,  the  real  issue  remains  in¬ 
tact:  United  Methodist  world  missions  is 
in  tragic  “crisis”  (a  word  used  nine 
times  in  Dr.  Schaefer’s  speech)  and  has 
declined  at  the  alarming  rate  of  ap¬ 
proximately  $1  million  and  one  hundred 
missionaries  annually.  This  has  taken 
place  in  the  face  of  increases  and  growth 
in  almost  every  other  area  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

These  are  facts  which  arp  totally 
unaffected  by  the  diversionary  dust  you 
have  thrown  in  the  air  by  your  poll  and 
editorial. 


ago.  Conditions  and  people  have 
changed.  Countries  are  independent, 
national  leaders  are  well  educated  and 
they  have  a  sense  of  their  own  desitny.  If 
national  churches  are  to  become  the 
people  of  God  responsible  for  their 
Christian  witness  to  their  own  neighbors, 
then  the  question  as  to  missionary 
priority  has  to  be  reviewed. 

Countries  differ  according  to  needs  but 
each  merits  the  opportunity  to  shape  its 
witness  according  to  its  own  experience 
of  Christ  within  its  particular  culture. 
Missionaries  can  participate  marginally 
because  of  their  identification  with  a 
different  and  foreign  background.  The 
matter  of  selecting  missionaries,  and 
even  projects,  is  a  presumptuous  goal 
where  we  assume  the  right  by  our  sup¬ 
port  to  control  the  priorities  of  another 
people. 

If  our  Christian  concern  is  motivated 
by  a  desire  to  share  Christ,  then  let  us  be 
willing  to  provide  for  the  possibility  of  a 
Christ, jyho  is  meaningful  in  a  different 
culture.  This  means'  for  the  national 
church  the  assumption  of  the  respon¬ 
sibility  to  publish  and  produce  in  the 
norms  and  forms  indigenous  to  their  life. 
Our  participation  may  only  be  in  the 
enabling  function  of  providing  funds  for 
such  publication,  not  its  content  .  .  . 

Roger  O.  Colvin 

Easton,  Pennsylvania 
Letters  of  response  from 
'the  people' are  important 
To  the  Editor: 

As  the  person  who  brought  the 
Watergate  statement  on  “Integrity  in 
Government”  from  the  Section  on 
Christian  Relations  to  the  Women’s 
Division  for  action  at  the  board  meeting 
in  October,  I  have  read  with  much  in¬ 
terest  the  flow  of  letters  to  The  Texas 
Methodist/United  Methodist  Reporter. 

Like  most  of  those  I  personally 
received,  they  have  a  wide  range  of 
opinions,  but  the  striking  fact  for  me  is 
the  maturity  of  most  of  the  responses. 
This  is  where  responsibility  appears;  the 
accountability  of  any  government  or  any 
official  is  dependent  on  the  alert  and 
informed  responses  of  the  people, 
whatever  public  course  they  choose  to  let 
their  opinion  be  known. 

One  of  the  most  important  sections  of 
the  paper  is  the  “Letters”;  it  is  hear¬ 
tening  to  note  that  most  of  the  writers 
seem  inclinded  to  stay  in  the  church  and 
work  toward  its  perfecting;  this  to  me  is 
a  very  healthy  development. 

Mrs.  Florence  Isaacs 

Medina,  Texas 

The  UMC  doesn  'l  need  the 
eon  fusion  of * tongues' 

To  the  Editor:  till  e)  i  i. t A  >  vu 

I  have  just  finished  reading  the  Feb.  8 
issue  of  TM/UMR.  I  enjoy  reading  this 
paper  very  much  when  I  agree  and  when 
I  disagree.  The  article  that  caused  me  to 
write  was  the  one  concerning  “Oral 
Roberts  urges  use  of  tongues.”  I  do  not 
mean  to  be  critical  of  Oral  Roberts, 
because  what  he  does  with  his  life  is  his 
business.  But  when  it  comes  to  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  it  is  the  responsibility 
of  every  born-again  layman  or  lay  woman 
by  the  spirit  of  God  to  speak  up. 

I  love  the  United  Methodist  Church  and 
appreciate  the  price  that  was  paid  by 
men  of  God  to  bring  it  about,  so  that  I 
could  be  a  part  of  it.  The  thing  that  our 
church  needs  today  is  not  a  lot  of  con¬ 
fusion,  but  the  bringing  back  of  the 
Wesley-tradition  of  devotion  to  God. 

When  God  saves  a  person,  he  does  not 
save  him  for  acts  of  confusion.  We  are 
born  again  of  the  Spirit  of  God  and  we  are 
children  of  God  and  partakers  of  the 
Spirit  of  God.  Galatians  5:22  says  that  the 
fruits  of  the  spirit  are  love,  joy,  peace, 
long-suffering,  gentleness,  goodness,  and 
faith. 

Paul  says  in  I  Corinthians  14:19  that  “I 
had  rather  speak  five  words  with  my 


understanding,  that  by  my  voice  I  might 
teach  others  also,  than  ten  thousand 
words  in  an  unknown  tongue.  Does  this 
sound  as  though  the  United  Methodist 
Church  needs  tongues?  Paul  uses  a  ratio 
of  five  to  ten  thousand  when  comparing 
the  use  of  tongues  to  words  of  un¬ 
derstanding! 

I  Corinthians  14:33  says  “For  God  is 
not  the  author  of  confusion,  but  of  peace, 
as  in  all  churches  of  the  saints.”  This  is 
what  the  Bible  teaches  that  God’s  church 
consists  of.  So  we  have  a  choice  to  make. 
We  can  accept  God’s  way  or  we  can  go 
about  to  follow  some  man  or  worldly 
religion. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  needs  a 
movement  of  sound  Holy  Spirit  teaching 
and  this  will  solve  the  tongue  movement. 
Just  teach  what  Paul  says  and  follow 
after  Him  and  live  accordingly,  and  not 
after  Oral  Roberts. 

Bobby  Gobble 
Lawrenceburg,  Tennessee 
/■  '  1  •  iitoi'i  ... 

I  recommend  total 

a bstin en ce  for  all 

To  the  Editor: 

The  more  the  Rev.  Tom  Price  attempts 
to  clarify  his  untenable  position,  such  as 
his  statements  in  TM/UMR  of  2-15-74, 
the  more  it  becomes  evident  that  he  is 
unable  or  unwilling  to  face  one  fun¬ 
damental  and  indisputable  fact. 

Laying  aside  all  aspects  of  Christian 
ethics,  morality,  or  a  “holier-than-thou” 
attitude,  this  fact  will  always  remain: 
the  person  who  never  takes  the  first  drink 
of  alcohol  will  never  have  an  alcohol 
problem. 

When  people  ask  “What  is  wrong  with  a 
little  drink?”  is  Mr.  Price  afraid  to  tell 
them  “what  is  right  with  total  ab¬ 
stinence?”  Is  he  afraid  to  tell  them  that 
total  abstinence  has  never  caused 
cirrhosis  of  the  liver;  it  has  never  caused 
an  automobile  accident;  it  has  never 
caused  a  man  to  squander  in  a  saloon  the 
money  that  his  family  sorely  needs  for 
their  support;  it  has  never  caused  a  man 
to  physically  mistreat  his  family;  it  has 
never  caused  a  man  to  lose  his  job  or 
position;  it  has  never  caused  ab¬ 
senteeism  from  work;  it  has  never 
caused  a  headache  the  morning  after; 
etc. 

Can  the  proponents  of  drinking 
alcoholic  beverages  make  even  one  of 
these  claims  for  drinking?  This  is  the 


message  Mr.  Price  should  be  giving  to 
our  church  members  instead  of  at¬ 
tempting  to  convince  us  that  some 
drinking  is  good. 

I  have  never  been  and  will  never  be  in 
favor  of  excluding  from  the  Methodist 
Church  those  who  do  not  agree  with  my 
philosophy.  They  may  believe  as  they 
choose  and  I  will  never  lose  any  love  for 
them.  But,  as  for  me,  total  abstinence 
has  too  many  positive  benefits  and  not 
one  detriment.  Therefore,  it  will  be  my 
practice  for  the  remainder  of  my  years 
as  it  has  been  for  nearly  70  years  past.  I 
can  sincerely  recommend  it  to  anyone. 

George  M.  Albright 
Lake  Park,  Florida 

Another  eloquent  coice 

needed  in  evangelism  post 

To  t’..c  Editor: 

As  president  of  the  Council  on  Evan¬ 
gelism,  an  organization  of  designated 
leadership  affiliated  with  the  bward  of 
Discipleship,  I  wish  to  respond  to  your 
news  item  about  Dr.  Ira  Gallaway,  who  is 
scheduled  in  March  to  assume  pastoral 
duties  at  First  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Peoria,  Illinois  (TM/UMR,  Feb.  8). 

In  behalf  of  those  who  carry 
evangelism  responsibilities  in  the  Annual 
Conferences  and  Districts,  I  wish  to 
express  appreciation  for  the  leadership 
Dr.  Gallaway  has  given  in  the  Division  of 
Evangelism,  Worship,  and  Stewardship. 
He  has  been  encouraging  and  creatively 
helpful  to  all  who  are  concerned  about 
the  cause  of  evangelism  within  United 
Methodism.  It  is  our  hope  that  he  will 
continue  to  give  significant  evangelism 
leadership  as  a  local  pastor  even  as  he 
did  when  Associate  General  Secretary.  It 
is  also  our  desire  that  another  eloquent 
voice  be  lifted  on  the  national  level 
calling  all  of  us  to  fulfill  the  Great 
Commission  of  our  Lord. 

Emerson  S.  Colaw 
Cincinnati,  Ohio 
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Going  into  exile 

ST.  LOUIS  —  Students  and  faculty  of  Concordia  Theological  Seminary  here  listen 
to  a  Scripture  reading  [top  photo]  and  plant  crosses  on  the  seminary  lawn  [bottom] 
before  leaving  the  campus  of  the  Lutheran  Church-Missouri  Synod  institution  to  set 
up  a  “Concordia  Seminary  in  Exile.”  Since  then  the  acting  president  of  the  seminary 
has  told  the  350  exiled  students,  who  are  protesting  dismissal  of  professors  with 
“liberal"  interpretation  of  Scripture,  that  only  persons  attending  classes  at  Con¬ 
cordia  would  be  eligible  for  placement  after  graduation.  Exiled  professors  have 
been  given  temporary  faculty  status  at  nearby  seminaries,  however,  and  there  is 
talk  of  some  churches  being  willing  to  issue  “calls”  to  the  dissidents.  One  official 
said,  “While  I’m  not  advocating  violating  the  constitutional  provisions  of  our 
church,  I  am  saying  that  this  may  be  a  situation  when  to  accomplish  a  greater  good, 
certain  of  the  legal  particulars  may  have  to  be  overlooked.” 
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Woman  to  head 
‘Emerging  Issues’ 

WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  —  Mrs.  Jane 
Reed,  an  executive  with  the  Department 
of  Mental  Health  in  Illinois,  has  been 
named  associate  general  secretary  of  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Church  and 
Society’s  new  Division  of  Emerging 
Social  Issues. 

Mrs.  Reed  is  expected  to  be  on  the  job 
by  March  18.  In  the  newly  created 
position  she  will  have  general  respon¬ 
sibility  for  defining  and  researching  new 
areas  of  concern  for  the  social  action- 
oriented  board  to  deal  with. 

The  board’s  executive  committee 
chose  Mrs.  Reed  over  the  Rev.  Ignacio 
Castuera,  a  Los  Angeles  pastor. 

The  question  of  whether  an  ethnic 
person  or  a  woman  should  head  the 
division  has  been  hotly  debated  during 
recent  sessions  of  the  board’s  executive 
committee. 

Mrs.  Reed  is  a  graduate  of  DePauw 
University  and  did  graduate  work  at 
Roosevelt  University  and  the  Jane 
Adams  School  of  Social  Work. 

Her  husband,  the  Rev.  James  Reed,  is 
pastor  of  Chicago’s  Parish  of  the  Holy 
Covenant. 

Kate  and  Religion’  scores 
pitting  women  and  ethnics 

SAN  JUAN,  P.  R.  (UMC)— The  forcing 
of  competition  between  ethnic  minorities 
and  women  for  staff  positions  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church  was  severely 
criticized  here  for  the  second  time  in  a 
month. 

The  Rev.  Woodie  W.  White,  executive 
secretary  of  the  church's  Commission  on 
Religion  and  Race,  warned  the  com¬ 
mission  to  be  “especially  sensitive  to  the 
tendency  to  equate  the  issues  of  women’s 
rights  with  ethnic  minority  rights.” 

He  stressed  the  need  to  recognize  the 
“legitimacy  of  both  issues  and  the  in¬ 
justices  suffered  by  both  groups,  but 
declared  “the  church  must  not  fail  to 
respond  adequately  and  appropriately  to 
each”  and  must  not  use  them  as  “buf¬ 


fering  factors.” 

At  mid-month,  a  similar  attack  had 
come  from  the  church’s  Women’s 
Caucus,  against  policies  which  “pit 
women  against  ethnic  persons.” 

Teacher  dismissed 
for  reading  the  Bible 

TERRE  HAUTE,  Ind.  (RNS)  —  "X 
junior  high  mathematics  teacher  at  the 
Indiana  State  University  Laboratory 
School  here  has  been  dismissed, 
reportedly  for  ignoring  requests  that  he 
“cease  and  desist”  from  reading  Bible  to 
his  mathematics  classes. 

Max  W.  Lynch,  who  has  taught  at  the 
school  for  12  years,  was  told  by  State’s 
president  Alan  C.  Rankin  that  the  in¬ 
stitution’s  board  of  trustees  had  endorsed 
the  faculty  dismissal  after  hearing  the 
committee’s  recommendation  of  his 
dismissal. 

Mr.  Lynch  is  reported  to  be  at  his  home 
in  Terre  Haute,  “just  sort  of  waiting  for 
the  Lord  to  tell  me  what  to  do  next.”  He 
could  not  be  contacted  for  further  details 
on  his  dismissal. 

Volunteers  head  for  Haiti 

STATESVILLE,  N.  C.  (RNS)  —  Two 
volunteer  building  teams  representing 
the  Western  North  Carolina  United 
Methodist  conference  went  to  Haiti  Feb. 
21  to  help  Haitian  Methodists  complete 
four  projects.  They  will  return  March  16. 

The  projects  will  include  the  building  of 
two  new  churches,  a  house  for  a 
schoolmaster,  alterations  on  a  church 
and  additions  to  a  school,  according  to 
the  Rev.  Joel  T.  Key  of  Asheville, 
chairman  of  the  Building  Team  Com¬ 
mittee  of  the  Conference  Board  of 
Missions. 

Some  62  volunteers  from  the  Piedmont 
and  western  North  Carolina  counties  will 
participate  in  the  work.  A  veteran 
building  team  leader,  the  Rev.  Joe  Irvin 
of  Lincolnton,  will  take  a  small  group  of 
volunteers  to  Haiti  to  make  preliminary 
plans  for  the  project  before  the  main 
team  of  49  arrives. 
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Dorothy  and  Frederick  Marsh 
Experienced  tour  hosts 

The  best-planned  tour  of  Spain  and  Portugal. 
See  the  most,  without  rushing. 

June  14-  July  5 

Departs  Houston  or  New  York 

For  Information  outlining  tour  In  detail, 
write:  Rev.  Frederick  Marsh,  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  1320  Main  St..  Houston. 
Texas  77002,  (713  )  224-2571  or  522-8859. 


Integrity  in  Government  group 
formed 

WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  (UMC)-Four 
United  Methodists  were  among  19 
national  religious  leaders  who  announced 
here  formation  of  the  Religious  Com¬ 
mittee  for  Integrity  in  Government,  a 
nonpartisan,  interfaith  committee  of 
Washington-based  religious  staff  per¬ 
sons. 

Bishop  James  Armstrong  of  United 
Methodism’s  Dakotas  Area  was  one  of 
three  sponsors  who  announced  the 
committee  formation  at  a  press  con¬ 
ference  on  Washington’s  birthday. 

The  committee,  the  sponsors  reported, 
will  work  for  five  initial  objectives.  Its 
first  objArtive  is  the  clarification  of 
critical  moral  issues  in  the  present  crisis 
because  “the  religious  community  has  a 
unique  obligation  to  clarify  the  critical 
moral  issues  involved.” 

Other  committee  objectives  are  justice 
for  the  President  and  the  American 
people,  including  “an  orderly  and  ex¬ 
peditious  inquiry  by  the  House  Judiciary 
Committee  as  to  whether  or  not  grounds 
for  the  impeachment  of  the  President 
exist;  campaign  reform,  including  public 
financing  of  campaigns;  restoration  of 
constitutional  checks  and  balances  in  the 
federal  government;  and  clarification  of 
critical  moral  issues  facing  the  elec¬ 
torate  in  1974  and  1976. 
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Lobbyist  mixes  politics  and  religion 


By  JUDY  WEIDMAN 
Associate  Editor 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  —  Mention  the 
word  “lobbyist”  and  people  think  of 
smokefilled  rooms,  shady  deals  and 
pressure  tactics. 

That's  one  of  the  reasons  Jim 
Hamilton,  a  United  Methodist  layman 
who  directs  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  (NCC)  office  here,  prefers  to 
think  of  his  job  as  ‘‘legislative 
representation.” 

Beyond  that  he  makes  no  apologies  for 
being  a  part  of  the  church’s  presence  in 
this  capital  city. 

“Through  this  office  we  attempt  to 
express  the  concern  of  people  of  faith 
regarding  issues  that  affect  people’s 
lives,”  he  observed.  “That  may  sound  a 
little  lofty,  but  whether  or  not  we  like  it, 
government  affects  our  lives  every  day, 
increasingly. 

“If  we’re  to  be  concerned  about  people, 
we  have  to  try  to  be  where  the  decisions 
are  being  made.” 

That’s  precisely  what  Jim  Hamilton 
has  been  doing  since  he  joined  the  NCC 
staff  in  1959.  A  lawyer,  he  started  his 
career  on  the  Washington  scene  with  the 
Board  of  Temperance  (now  a  part  of  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Church  and 
Society.) 

A  typical  day  is  a  whirlwind  affair, 
with  the  two  NCC  staff  professionals 
meeting  with  coalitions,  monitoring 
committee  hearings,  reading  reports, 
talking  with  people  on  the  “Hill,”  lining 
up  persons  to  testify  and  playing  host  to 


visiting  church  leaders  from  other 
countries. 

The  issues  read  like  the  daily  paper: 
military  spending,  health-care,  welfare 
reform,  housing,  strip  mining,  famine, 
etc. 

Occasionally,  though,  the  issue  is 
directly  related  to  the  self-interest  of,  the 
church  and  its  personnel,  which  is  why 
the  NCC  first  got  into  the  business  in  1953. 
Then,  as  with  its  predecessor  bodies, 
social  security  for  ministers  and 
protective  tax  treatment  for  churches 
were  live  concerns. 

Institutional  concerns  still  get  the 
lobbyist’s  attention,  but  they  reflect  a 
new  age.  Mr.  Hamilton  reports  that  with 
the  energy  crisis  he’s  likely  to  become 
involved  in  the  question  of  how  clergy 
will  fare  if  gas  rationing  goes  into  effect. 

Another  in-house  concern  grabbed  his 
attention  during  recent  hearings  on 
proposed  legislation  to  allow  American 
citizens  overseas  to  vote  in  U.S.  elec¬ 
tions.  Church  representatives  were  able 
to  press  the  case  on  behalf  of 
missionaries  and  other  foreign  church 
personnel. 

Asked  how  the  small  Washington  staff 
sorts  through  the  issues  and  comes  up 
with  a  position,  Mr.  Hamilton  explained 
they  take  their  marching  orders  from 
policy  statements  and  resolutions  of  the 
Governing  Board  of  the  National  Council 
of  Churches. 

Far  from  alone  in  the  task,  the  staff 
shares  the  load  with  other  coalitions  of 
religious  interests,  including  the 


Washington  Interreligious  Staff  Council 
(WISC). 

This  group  of  25-30  persons,  most  of 
whom  also  carry  other  responsibilities 
for  their  denominations,  form  task  forces 
and  issue  reports  —  generally  keeping 
each  other  informed  and  providing  in¬ 
formation  to  groups  with  legislative 
responsibilities. 

Mr.  Hamilton  says  this  mix  of 
Protestants,  Catholics  and  Jews  is  able  to 
work  together  on  about  90  percent  of  the 
issues.  When  disagreement  arises,  he 
noted,  they  simply  go  their  separate 
ways.  Aid  to  parochial  education, 
abortion  and  the  Middle  East  were  cited 
as  three  such  issues. 

How  effective  is  the  church  lobby?  It’s 
hard  to  measure,  admits  the  man  who’s 
been  at  it  most  of  his  career.  But  he  in¬ 
dicated  even  grudging  Washington  egos 


Jim  Hamilton 


credit  the  church  for  passage  of  the  civil 
rights  legislation  of  the  mid  ’60s. 

More  recently  a  six-week  blitz  by 
church  interests  successfully  reversed 
the  tide  of  popular  support  for  a  prayer 
amendment  to  the  Constitution,  which 
they  felt  would  have  opened  the  way  for  a 
“state  prayer.” 

Mr.  Hamilton  doesn’t  believe  this 
“impeachment  Congress”  will  get  back 
to  the  prayer  issue,  though  he  conceded 
it’s  far  from  dead. 

With  all  this  “politicing,”  I  asked,  how 
does  the  National  Council  stay  out  of 
trouble  on  its  tax  exempt  status  with  the 
Internal  Revenue  Service? 

Mr.  Hamilton  said  the  NCC  is  defined 
as  a  501-C-3  organization,  which  carries  a 
flat  prohibition  of  any  political  or  elec¬ 
toral  activities  such  as  overt  support  of  a 
candidate.  But  in  terms  of  legislative 
activities,  the  code  simply  provides  that 
it  not  be  a  “substantial”  part  (often  in¬ 
terpreted  as  five  percent)  of  the  ex¬ 
penditures  of  the  organization. 

Waxing  philosophical,  Mr.  Hamilton 
pointed  out  that  Christians  used  to  meet 
out  their  concern  solely  on  a  one-to-one 
basis.  Then  the  church  got  into  caring 
through  its  institutions,  too. 

But  now  that  the  government  has  co¬ 
opted  many  of  those  functions,  he  ob¬ 
served,  too  many  church  people  feel  they 
can  sit  back  and  relax. 

Yet  for  those  who  will  say  “yes”  to  this 
phase  of  the  church’s  caring,  whether  or 
not  they  agree  on  every  issue,  Jim 
Hamilton  is  there  to  do  your  bidding. 


Impeachment  occupies  NCC 

Group  also  considers  Haitian  refugees,  evangelism 


LOS  ANGELES  —  The  leadership  of 
the  nation’s  largest  ecumenical  body 
added  its  voice  last  week  to  the  growing 
number  of  church  groups  calling  for  the 
impeachment  of  President  Nixon. 

The  action  came  in  the  form  of  a 
resolution  which  was  spiritedly  debated 
before  the  governing  board  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches  okayed  the 
document  by  what  one  observer  termed 
an  “overwhelming  majority.” 

“It  is  apparent  to  many  citizens,” 
stated  the  resolution  passed  during  the 
board’s  semi  annual  meeting  here,  “that 
the  President  has  abused  or  permitted 
those  who  serve  at  his  will  to  abuse  the 
prerogatives  of  his  office  and  infringe 
upon  the  rights  and  protections 
guaranteed  to  everyone  by  the  Con¬ 
stitution." 

The  leadership  of  the  ecumenical 
group  —  which  includes  representatives 
of  more  than  30  Protestant  and  Orthodox 
communions,  including  the  United 
Methodist  Church  —  charged  that 
“individuals  directly  and  personally 
answerable  4o  the  President  have 
authorized  or  engaged  in  illegal 
wiretaps,  burglary,  secret  bombings  of 
Cambodia  and  falsification  of  military 
records." 

In  view  of  this  situation,  said  the 
conclave  of  church  persons,  the  U.S. 
Congress  is  called  on  to  act  “ex¬ 
peditiously”  in  the  matter  of  im¬ 
peachment  so  that  the  President  may 
have  his  “day  in  court.” 

“In  the  board’s  judgment,”  continued 
the  resolution,’  “the  charges  leveled 
against  the  President  are  sufficient  in 
number  and  severity  that  the  only  way  to 
resolve  them  in  fairness  both  to  the 
President  and  the  American  people  is  for 
the  Senate  to  examine  them  as  provided 
for  by  the  Constitution.” 

In  recent  months  many  church  groups 
have  taken  the  President  to  task  for 
alleged  unethical  and  criminal  conduct 
and  called  for  his  impeachment. 

Among  those  church  groups  were  two 
agencies  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  —  the  Board  of  Church  and 


whom  drew  heavy  flak  from  outraged 
United  Methodists  after  their  actions. 

Like  those  two  groups,  the  National 
Council  explained  that  calling  for  im¬ 
peachment  and  condemning  the 
President  are  two  entirely  different 
things.  A  call  for  impeachment  means 
simply  to  inquire  into  the  President’s 
activities  to  establish  if  sufficient 
grounds  for  criminal  trial  exist. 

The  board  also  called  for  a  halt  of 
military  expenditures  in  the  “continuing 
war  in  Indo  China.” 

While  consideration  of  the  im¬ 
peachment  resolution  proved  to  be  the 
most  drama-infused  of  the  group’s 
ponderings,  the  board  did  turn  its  hand  to 
other  matters,  including  the  plight  of  the 
increasing  number  of  Haiti  residents 
seeking  refuge  in  the  U.S.  . 

A  background  paper  on  Haitian 
refugees  said  that  more  than  400  Haitians 
have  arrived  in  Florida  over  the  past  14 
months  seeking  refuge  from  the  op¬ 
pression  of  the  government  of  President 
Jean-Claude  (Baby  Doc)  Duvalier. 

However,  the  U.S.  government  through 
its  Immigration  and  Naturalization 
Service  has  not  welcomed  these  persons, 
many  of  whom  were  said  to  have  made 
the  800-mile  journey  in  flimsy  boats,  the 
group  was  told. 

The  board  approved  the  establishment 
of  an  ecumenical  task  force  to  research 
the  situation  and  make  recom¬ 
mendations. 

And  in  a  statement  that  could  have  far- 
reaching  effects  on  the  Council,  it  was 
announced  that  an  office  of  Jewish- 
Christian  relations  is  being  established 
by  NCC. 

Among  the  tasks  of  the  new  office  will 
be  the  collection  and  distribution  of  in¬ 
formation  on  encounters  between  the  two 
groups,  developing  strategies  for  con¬ 
tacts  and  assisting  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  in  its  work  with  Jewish  people. 

In  other  actions,  the  board  affirmed  its 
support  of  Cesar  Chavez  and  the  United 
Farm  Workers  of  America  in  their 
struggle  to  obtain  collective  bargaining 
rights,  and  urged  church  organizations 


SAN  JUAN,  P.R.  (UMC)  —  Mixed 
gains  and  losses  for  ethnic  minorities  in 
the  United  Methodist  Church’s  national 
and  regional  structures  were  reported 
here  Feb.  26. 

The  Commission  on  Religion  and  Race 
heard  progress  reports  but  took  no  action 
since  investigations  are  not  yet  complete. 

For  the  group  which  visited  15  of  the  18 
episcopal  areas  involved  in  inter-racial 
mergers  since  1968,  the  Rev.  Joseph 
Lowery  of  Atlanta,  chairman,  reported 
“the  elimination  of  structures  based  on 
race  is  practically  completed,”  as 
mandated  by  General  Conference.  He 
reminded,  however,  that  such  mergers 
“are  not  ends  in  themselves.  At  best, 
they  are  enabling  steps  toward  genuine 
inclusiveness.” 

Several  members  raised  questions 
about  a  challenge  to  the  plan  under  which 
each  of  Mississippi’s  two  conference 
resulting  from  mergers  will  have  only 
two  districts,  each  served  by  an  inter¬ 
racial  team  of  four  superintendents.  This 
innovation  will  go  into  effect  in  June. 

While  some  called  the  plan  “peculiar” 
and  regarded  it  with  suspicion  as  to  its 
motivation,  Dr.  Lowery  said  the  com¬ 
mittee  felt  it  should  not  be  pre-judged  but 
evaluated  on  its  implementation.  He 
urged  that  the  commission  should  watch 
to  assure  that  the  reorganization  accords 
with  church  racial  policies.  1 

The  conference  report  stressed  the 
bishop's  leadership  as  the  most 
significant  factor  in  the  merger  process 
and  urged  continuing  discussion  within 
conferences  related  to  inclusiveness.  It 
warned  that  efforts  “must  be  intentional 


Gallo  Wine. 

In  a  somewhat  more  positive  vein,  the 
board  was  urged  to  “please  buy  Farah 
pants." 

At  its  last  meeting,  the  board  sup¬ 
ported  the  boycott  against  Farah 
Manufacturing  Company  during  its 
disputes  with  workers  who  were  striking 
over  the  right  to  organize  a  union. 

An  announcement  of  a  settlement  of 
the  strike  was  announced  during  last 
week's  meeting. 

The  board  also  directed  its  division  of 
Church  and  Society  to  establish  a 
working  group  on  evangelism  with  a  paid 
staff  and  approved  developing  closer  ties 
with  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  as  well 
as  conservative  evangelicals  in  the 
various  protestant  denominations. 

Last  week’s  meeting  was  also  the  first 
at  which  newly-elected  general  secretary 
Claire  Randall  presided.  Recently  her 
offices  were  occupied  by  a  revolutionary 
group,  whose  demands  included  Ms. 
Randall’s  resignation.  The  group  va: 
cated  the  office  after  they  were  promised 
agenda  time  at  the  Los  Angeles  meeting. 

The  governing  board  responded  by 
voting  to  reaffirm  its  confidence  in  Ms. 
Randall.  The  group  had  also  called  on 
NCC  to  give  more  funding  to  racism 
programs  and  to  rehire  some  minority 
persons  who  had  been  dismissed  from  the 
NCC  staff  in  an  overall  personnel  cut¬ 
back.  Both  requests  were  turned  down. 


Statistics 
good  news 
to  religion 

NEW  YORK  (EP)  —  Good  news 
can  be  gleaned  from  statistics 
concerning  the  status  of  faith  in 
America,  AP  Religion  Writer 
George  Cornell  observes: 

The  brightest  U.S.  high  school 
pupils  nowadays  are  more  likely 
than  their  predecessors  to  consider 
religion  important  and  to  attend 
church  regularly,  he  writes. 

The  best-selling  book  of  1973  was  a 
lucid  version  of  the  Scriptures 
called,  The  Living  Bible. 

Protestant  and  Jewish  regularity 
in  attending  worship  services 
steadied  in  the  past  year. 

Despite  less  church-going, 
American  religious  interest 
remained  just  as  great  or  greater, 
with  university  students  strongly 
oriented  to  religion,  though  not 
necessarily  to  the  organized  church. 

Mr.  Cornell  quoted  statistics  by 
the  National  Opinion  Research 
Center  in  Chicago  that  showed  the 
number  of  students  reporting  no 
conventional  religious  affiliations 
dropped  last  year  from  14.3  per  cent 
to  10.1. 


Society  and  the  Women’s  Division  of  the  and  individuals  to  boycott  all  lettuce  and 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  —  both  of  grapes  not  picked  by  the  UFW  as  well  as 

Elimination  of  racial 
structures  complete 

and  intense”  since  “inclusiveness  will 
not  happen  accidentally  nor  be  attained 
routinely,”  and  urged  that  the  traditional 
approach  of  “without  regard  to  race  or 
color”  must  give  way  to  “due  regard"  for 
minorities  or  the  result  will  be  their 
“being  left  ‘without’.”  It  also  emphasized 
a  “cry  for  additional  black  leadership”  to 
the  total  black  community,  or  else 
“meaningful  inclusiveness  will  be,  at 
best,  an  elusive  notion  simply  for  the 
want  of  black  constituents.” 

The  committee  is  making  specific 
recommendations  to  each  conference 
and  area. 

The  committee  reviewing  board  and 
agency  minority  personnel,  headed  by 
the  Rev.  Hector  Navas  of  Tampa,  Fla., 
reported  on  six  organizations,  with 
several  yet  to  be  checked.  It  found 
general  accord  with  the  church’s 
guidelines  for  board  and  staff  mem¬ 
bership,  though  noting  the  need  for  more 
intensive  recruitment  for  ethnic  em¬ 
ployment. 

However,  the  committee  singled  out 
the  Board  of  Church  and  Society  for 
"high  expectations  and  low  perform¬ 
ance."  It  pointed  out  that  executives  in¬ 
clude  only  one  black  person  and  no  other 
minorities,  and  it  criticized  the  just- 
announced  choice  between  an  ethnic 
minority  person  and  a  white  woman. 

The  committee  also  questioned  the 
practice  of  elevating  former  mission¬ 
aries  to  the  most  executive  positions  in 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries’  World 
Division,  with  the  result  that,  despite  its 
advocacy  of  Third  World  causes,  its  staff 
reflects  ‘‘anyting  but  Third  World 
people." 


Classified 

Rate:  25c  per  word,  figure  or  lntltla!  per  In¬ 
sertion.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on 
contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  In  advance.  Minimum  charge  of  S6.25 
Service  charge  o'-  Mind  ads  SI  .00  per  Insertion. 

"EARLY  CHRISTIAN”  CROSS:  Beautiful 
European  handwork  In  genuine  onyx-marble. 
Natural  color  bands  give  each  cross  unique 
one-af-a-klnd  Importance.  Two  Inches  high  on 
24-lnch  leather  thong.  A  prized  possession. 
Direct  from  Importer.  Complete  satisfaction 
or  full  money  back.  $3.50.  Religious  Heritage 

Art.  Dept.  T.  Millwood.  N.Y.  10546. 

GREEK  ISLAND  CRUISE.  Including  SPAIN. 
PORTUGAL,  TURKEY.  15  days,  departing 
Dallas  May  9.  Also  SCANDINAVIA.  RUSSIA 
tour.  Including  NINE  COUNTRIES.  22  days, 
departing  Dallas  June  12.  Escorted  by  Miss 
Carolyn  Humphries.  4310  Swiss  Ave.,  Dallas 
75204.  Phone  (214  )  823-7427. 

MAKE  MONEY  for  your  women’s  group, 
youth  group,  men’s  group.  Sunday  school  class 
by  placing  the  new.  humorous  cartoon  book, 

“A  Methodist  Is  .  .  ”  on  your  church's 
literature  table.  Retails  for  only  $1.50.  Make 

40  percent  profit  when  you  sell  10  or  more. 
Order  from:  Allendale  Press.  P.  O.  Box  1521. 
South  Miami.  Fla.  33143. 

SEVEN  OAK  PEWS:  Modern,  cushioned. 

length  17*.  condition  excellent.  We  paid  $100 
each  —  make  offer.  Parkview  UMC.  102  E. 
Repp  to.  Brownfield.  Texas  79316.  (806)  637- 
3703. 

1974  IS  U.N.  WORLD  POPULATION  YEAR! 

For  information,  resources  and  church 
programming  suggestions,  order  WPY  Action 
Pack,  $1.  from  Service  Dept.,  Board  of  Church 
and  Society,  100  Maryland  Ave-  N.E.. 
Washlngton,  D.C.  20002. 

HOMEPARENTS  NEEDED  for  ch.id  care. 
These  are  full  time  positions  for  married 
couples  with  no  dependents.  In  addition  to 
salary,  we  provide  meals,  laundry  service. 

Insurance  and  retirement  programs  are 
available.  Applicants  must  be  non-smokers, 
non-drinkers,  high  school  graduate,  preferably 
with  college  training.  These  positions  can 
provide  very  rewarding  experiences.  Please 
contact  the  personnel  Department.  Methodist 
Home.  1111  Herring  Ave..  Waco.  Texas  76708. 

CHURCH  ADMINISTRATOR  OR  BUSINESS 
MANAGER  position  wanted.  Twenty  years 
experiences,  all  In  multiple  staff  churches. 
Married,  college  graduate.  45  years  age. 
Strong  In  leadership  and  organizational 
ability.  Knowledgeable  of  financial  planning, 
membership  cultivation  and  staff  supervision. 

Write  to:  TM-UMR.  P.O.  Box  1076.  Dallas. 
Texas  75221. 

A  UNIQUE  OPPORTUNITY.  A  successfu. 
retired  salesman  or  minister  to  represent  one 
of  America’s  fastest  growing  religious  radio 
programs  In  your  area.  Exceptionally  good 
Income  potential.  If  Interested,  write. 
Methodist  Hour.  Box  77.  Orlando.  Florida 

CHOIR  ROBES  FOR  SALE:  15  at  $10  each. 
Maroon  faille  with  stole.  Excellent  condition. 

(615)  688-0157.  Knoxville,  after  5. 

JOSEF  MERTIN  one  manual  semi-portable 
pipe  organ  with  seven  ranks  of  pipes.  Complete 
and  playable.  First  United  Methodist  Church. 

One  East  Olive.  Redlands.  Cal.  92373. 

WIDOW  NEEDS  non-smoklng-drlnklng. 
housekeeper-companion-driver.  References 
exchanged.  Vera  Barnard.  7208-10lh  St.. 
Tampa.  Fla.  33604.  Phone  231-4653. 

PATCHWORK  QUILTS  WANTED.  Prior  1940. 
Spark.  2248  Colo.  Blvd-  Denver.  Colo.  80207. 

EUROPE  239  ROUND  TRIP:  2  weeks 
Europe  —  290.  300  .  330  —  land  only.  3  weeks 
Europe  —  450,  490.  Private  bath,  fully 
escorted.  90  tours.  Escorted.  Independent  — 
earn  trip.  W.  H.  Sims  Tours.  2320  Chimney 
Rock.  Houston.  Texas  77027,  (713  )  782-1601. 

THE  FLORIDA  CONFERENCE  has  con¬ 
tributed  to  Methodism  two  great  Ideas:  the 
conference-sponsored  bishop’s  biography  and 
the  preacher’s  book  exchange.  Don’t  let  your 
deceased  bishop  go  without  a  biography.  Start 

THE  GRAND  TOUR  of  Europe,  escorted  by 
Rev.  Thomas  Davis.  Departing:  June  14.  1974. 
Visiting:  The  Netherlands,  Germany,  Swit¬ 
zerland.  Italy.  France,  England.  For  reser¬ 
vations  and  Information,  contact:  Thomas 
Davis.  St.  Andrew  Methodist  Church,  Box  1222. 

Mt.  Pleasant.  Texas  75455. 

a  preacher's  book  exchange  In  your  con- 
i  ference.  Also  ask  your  conference  to  gather  the 

conference  memoirs  for  the  last  50-100  years 

Into  a  separate  book.  Read  the  "Dew  Drop." 
j  25c.  Bennett  Wm.  Palmer.  Editor.  15  S.  2nd  St- 

Halnes  City.  Fla.  33844. 

WORLDWIDE  METHODIST  HOLY  Land 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  position  open.  3.900 
member  church.  Downtown,  full  time,  good 
salary.  Well-rounded  choir  program:  adults, 
youth,  children.  A  fine  position  for  a  qualified, 
experienced  Christian  churchman  who  loves 
people!  If  Interested,  send  Information,  pic¬ 
ture.  references,  etc.  to:  Pastor-Parish 
Relations  Committee.  Polk  Street  United 
Methodist  Church.  1401  Polk  St..  Amarillo. 
Texas  79101.  Tel.  374-2891. 

Tour  and  Evangelism  Convocation.  November 

16-23.  1974.  Outstanding  speakers,  seminars. 

$623.  7-Day  Athens-Rome  optional  extension 
j  available.  For  brochure:  Bob  Sanders.  Box 

i  793.  Winters.  Texas  79567.  j 

Cushions  For 
Church- Pews 
COMFORT  AND  BEAUTY  - 

HOUSEPARENTS  AND  SOCIAL  WORKERS 
NEEDED.  Houseparent  parents  wanted  to  live 

In  cottages  of  8  to  10  teenagers  with  adjustment 
problems.  Salary  plus  housing  and  fringe 
benefits.  Social  worker  position  requires 
casework  and  complete  supervision  of  house- 
parents  and  up  to  16  teenagers  with  adjust¬ 
ment  problems.  Contact:  Dr.  Allen  McCune. 
Therapy  Supervisor.  Youthville,  Inc-  P.O.  Box 

210.  Newton.  Kansas  67114. 

AT  PRICES  YOU 

CAN  AFFORD 

Flowers  Cushion 
!  Service 

Keene,  Texas  76059 

Phone 

(817)  M 15-9203 

_  THE  UN1TKI)  METHODIST  REPORTER _ 

God’s  people  doing  their  things 
‘There  are  a  lot  of  ways  you  preach’ 


By  CELESTE  LOUCKS 
DALLAS  (UMN)  —  Stack-pack  hous¬ 
ing,  roof-top  ministry  and  land  communi¬ 
ties  for  boat  squatters.  All  are  part  of  the 
world  of  the  Rev.  Kenneth  B.  McIntosh. 

With  degrees  from  Texas  A&M.  South¬ 
ern  Methodist  University  and  Yale,  the 
minister  is  currently  director  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church’s  regional 
eight-state  mission  Advance  program 
headquartered  here. 

“I’m  strictly  a  missionary,  and  that's 
it,"  Mr.  McIntosh  said.  For  10  years,  his 
mission  field  has  been  Hong  Kong  and 
Southeast  Asia. 

In  Hong  Kong,  where  “space  is  at  a 
premium,”  he  and  missionaries  of  other 
denominations  have  looked  to  the  roof¬ 
tops  of  high  rise  city  buildings  for  space 
to  educate  “hundreds  of  thousands  of 
children”  and  adults. 

Calling  lack  of  education  the  "unseen 
caste  system,”  Mr.  McIntosh  said  with 
the  British  government  supplying  the 
city  roof  tops  free  of  charge,  they  have 

This  guy 
witnesses 
in  the  ring 

ST.  PAUL  (RNS)  -  The  Rev.  Charles 
S.  Yoak  leads  three  lives. 

Three  days  a  week,  he  is  minister  at 
Mendota  Heights  Congregational  church. 

Three  days  a  week,  he  is  a  taxicab 
driver  in  Minneapolis. 

But  as  night  falls  he  goes  into  the  inner 
city  where  his  personality  and  even  his 
name  changes. 

He  becomes  Curt  Yancy,  a  scrapping, 
slugging,  no-holds  barred  professional 
boxer. 

So  far  he  has  done  better  at  preaching 
than  fighting,  but  neither  occupation 
presently  supports  him  and  his  family 
adequately  so  the  third  job  as  cab  driver 
is  necessary  to  bring  in  the  staff  of  life. 

At  age  29,  Mr.  Yoak  has  appeared  in  13 
boxing  matches  —  all  under  the  ring 
name,  “Curt  Yancy.”  He  had  no  amateur 
experience  before  stepping  into  the 
professional  ring  in  Minneapolis  two 
years  ago,  and  his  win-loss  record  at  first 
reflected  that  fact.  But  he  has  won  three 
of  his  last  four  bouts,  and  in  one  match 
took  home  a  purse  of  $350. 

It  does  not  seem  irrational  to  Mr.  Yoak 
to  be  a  boxer  and  shepherd  of  souls  at  the 
same  time.  He  sees  boxing  as  a  sport  and 
a  molder  of  character  which  can  be 
applied  to  church  work,  especially  youth 
ministry.  He  says  a  boxing  program  will 
be  set  up  for  youth  of  the  church  as  soon 
as  the  small  congregation  can  afford  to 
install  a  ring. 

Nor  does  his  ministry  interfere  with 
boxing.  “I  get  a  ribbing  about  it  at  the 
gym,”  he  said,  but  the  kidding  is  good 
natured.  Some  of  the  younger  boxers 
take  advantage  of  Mr.  Yoak’s  back¬ 
ground  for  informal  counseling  on  per¬ 
sonal  problems. 

"One  guy  wouldn't  believe  I  was  a 
minister,”  Mr.  Yoak  laughed.  "He 
thought  it  was  a  promotional  gimmick.  I 
think  to  this  day  he  doesn't  believe  it." 

Rond  Pederson,  owner  of  the  gym  in 
Minneapolis  where  “Yancy"  trains,  also 
is  feeling  the  effect  of  his  minister-fighter 
charge.  He  has  consented  to  devote  some 
time  to  the  church  as  a  lay  reader. 

Mr.  Yoak  has  boxed  under  the  promo¬ 
tional  name  of  "Gentleman  Curt  Yancy." 
because,  he  explains.  "I  guess  I  was  kind 
of  a  nice  guy  around  the  gym;  a  little 
different,  maybe,  from  the  average 
fighters.” 

But  in  the  ring  he  is  no  gentleman,  he 
said.  "I’m  not  a  dancer  or  boxer.  I  slug. 
And  I  get  pretty  mean.” 

The  ring  is  a  perfect  "pressure  valve” 
for  a  preacher,  he  says.  The  gentleness 
required  in  personal  relationship  and  the 
constant  carrying  of  others’  burdens  is 
blown  out  in  punches  at  a  bag  or  an 
opponent. 


constructed  inexpensive  facilities  sur¬ 
rounded  by  tall  hurricane  fences  for 
recreation  and  school  by  day  and  chapels 
or  adult  literacy  classes  at  night. 

Mrs.  McIntosh,  who  recently  set  up  the 
curriculum  and  wrote  the  syllabus  for 
teaching  Chinese  in  the  Dallas  public 
schools  and  began  the  department  of 
Chinese  at  SMU,  developed  a  system  of 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  U.S.  Air  Force 
Chaplains  of  the  Alaskan  Air  Command 
are  sometimes  called  the  "20th  Century 
circuit  riders"  or  the  “Last  Frontiers¬ 
men.” 

During  their  isolated  one-year  tour, 
they  crisscross  vast  expanses  of  the 
beautiful  but  rugged  Alaskan  wilderness, 
mostly  by  "bush  plane,”  ministering  to 
groups  of  Air  Force  Personnel  at  their 
remote  radar  stations. 

Chaplain  Blanche  J.  Dier,  Remote 
Station  Chaplain  Supervisor  who  recently 
returned  from  Alaska,  said  there  are  four 
"circuits"  in  the  command.  Two  chap¬ 
lains  —  one  Catholic,  one  Protestant  — 
are  assigned  to  each  circuit. 

Since  each  circuit  includes  four  radar 
stations,  the  chaplains  travel  separately 
so  they  can  cover  as  many  centers  as 
possible.  However,  they  rotate,  so  each 
base  gets  a  Protestant  and  a  Catholic 
chaplain. 

"It  didn’t  make  much  difference  if  it 
was  a  Catholic  or  a  Protestant  chaplain, 
they  (the  men)  come  to  the  meetings 
anyway,”  said  Chaplain  Dier  in  a 
telephone  interview  from  Elgin  Air 
Force  Base  in  Florida  where  he  is  now 
stationed. 

He  said  about  one-third  of  the  radar 
stations’  average  population  of  100  would 
come  to  the  regular  services.  "But  on 
special  occasions  like  Midnight  Mass,  the 
whole  base  would  be  there." 

Chaplain  Dier,  a  Southern  Baptist,  said 
there  is  only  one  rabbi  in  Alaska  —  a 
rabbi  stationed  at  Elmendorf  Air  Force 
Base  in  Anchorage.  For  special  holidays, 
Jewish  airmen  receive  permission  to  go 
to  Elmendorf. 

““Looking  back,  the  most  encouraging 
thing  of  the  total  experience  was  the 
comraderie  of  chaplains  themselves,  and 
between  the  denominations,”  he  said. 
"There  was  tremendous  solidarity.  Ecu¬ 
menism  in  its  best  form.  We  worked  very 
closely  together.  That  encourages  me." 

Chaplain  Dier  said  the  chaplains 
became  a  very  close  knit  group,  and  also 
became  very  close  to  God. 

"Flying  in  the  type  of  weather  we 
sometimes  had,  we  often  got  within  a  few 
inches  of  coming  into  the  presence  of  God 
himself,"  the  chaplain  said.  "Flying  in 
clouds  is  no  problem,  but  when  there’s 


teaching  English  while  in  Hong  Kong. 

And  at  night,  Chinese  hairstylists  “put 
down  their  tools  and  the  barber  and 
beauty  shop  would  become  a  classroom." 

To  provide  quick,  inexpensive  housing 
and  facilities  for  the  Chinese,  Mr. 
McIntosh  and  an  associate  developed  a 
method  of  constructing  prefabricated 
cement  panels  built  on  the  site  in  such  a 


rocks  in  them,  you've  got  a  problem. 
Let’s  say  we  got  in  lots  of  prayer  time." 

Have  any  chaplains  been  killed  in 
Alaskan  airplane  crashes? 

Chaplain  Dier  said  that  since  the  early 
1950s,  when  the  remote  station  cha¬ 
plaincy  there  began,  "to  my  knowledge, 
we  have  lost  one  chaplain  ...  he  was 
flying  to  an  Easter  service.” 

The  Southern  Baptist  chaplain  said  the 
site  ministry  is  basically  a  "ministry  of 
presence,”  counseling,  encouraging,  and 
being  a  friend  to  others  in  their 
loneliness. 

Chaplains  also  work  with  native 
Christian  villagers,  he  said,  and  initiate 
special  holiday  projects  for  natives  with 
the  men  on  base.  He  said  very  few 
villages  “in  the  bush”  have  their  own 
Protestant  or  Catholic  pastors. 

Chaplain  Dier  recalled  that  on  one 
Christmas  "the  chaplains  corralled  the 
men  at  Campion  and  Galena  bases  into 
getting  together  toys,  food  and  other 
things.  Then  they  got  into  “choppers” 
and  went  up  and  down  the  Yukon 
delivering  Christmas  packages  to  a 
couple  of  hundred  Eskimo  and  Indian 
children  in  the  villages.” 

On  one  Easter  the  men  at  Tin  City  base 
invited  a  group  of  native  children  to  be 
their  guests.  "They  had  hot  showers,  had 
meals,  and  had  a  great  time.” 

King  Salmon  station  was  instrumental 
in  rehabilitating  an  old  mission,  Chaplain 
Dier  said.  “They  bought  paint  and  fixed 
it  into  a  nice  chapel."  The  Catholic 
chaplain  founded  a  Confraternity  of 
Christian  Doctrine  there. 

Describing  the  chaplains  as  a  group, 
Chaplain  Dier  said  they  tend  to  be  very 
young  (“thirty-ish”)  and  this  is 
"generally  their  first  overseas  assign¬ 
ment."  Most  of  the  Protestant  clergy  are 
married.  The  whole  cross-section  of 
Protestantism  has  been  represented  in 
the  program,  he  said. 

The  chaplains,  who  are  on  an 
“isolated”  one-year  tour,  are  not  allowed 
to  have  their  families  with  them. 
However,  Chaplain  Dier,  49,  assigned  for 
a  three-year  tour  as  supervisor,  was 
allowed  to  have  his  wife,  Patricia,  and 
five  children  with  him  in  Anchorage. 
"They  loved  Alaska,”  he  said. 


way  that  two  coolies  could  handle  the  job. 

Now,  stack-sack  construction,  a  meth¬ 
od  developed  by  a  Dallas  building 
contractor,  is  being  used. 

Soaking  reinforced  cement-mixture 
filled  bags  with  water,  the  method 
consists  of  stacking  the  wet  sacks  brick- 
style  on  a  cement  foundation. 

While  damp,  the  sack  walls  are 
reinforced  with  metal  rods  and  set  with 
windows  and  doors.  He  said  this  “Third 
World”  house  can  be  built  for  $350,  with 
volunteer  labor,  and  roofed  with  wood, 
concrete  or  thatch,  depending  on  avail¬ 
able  materials. 

"You  can  build  one  of  these  in  two 
days,”  he  explained.  "With  the  curing  of 
it  —  concrete  cures  with  age  —  families 
are  moving  in  in  just  a  few  weeks.” 

The  contractor,  who  gave  the  franchise 
for  his  method  to  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  was  motivated  by  the  Jdea,.  “You 
ought  to  be  able  to  house  people,  they 
ought  to  have  a  roof  over  their  heads.” 
This  is  what  he  came  up  with. 

Three  hundred  of  these  stack-sack 
houses  have  been  built  in  earthquake- 
ravaged  Nicaragua.  Others  are  under 
construction  in  Africa,  Pakistan,  Bangla¬ 
desh,  Indochina  and  the  Middle  East. 

The  missionaries  also  initiated  com¬ 
munity-type  programs  for  5,000  boat 
squatters  “living  in  rotted  out  sampans.” 

Formerly,  these  persons  had  no  base 
on  land;  there  was  no  place  to  leave 
expectant  mothers  or  old  people. 

The  government  donated  land  for  one 
and  two-story  buildings  to  house  families. 

The  missionaries  made  available  edu¬ 
cational  provisions  to  “break  the  vicious 
circle  of  non-educated  children,”  and 
personnel  for  health  care. 

Mr.  McIntosh  admitted  the  facilities 
have  required  some  adjustments.  For 
squatters  who  are  used  to  dipping  water 
on  one  side  and  dumping  refuse  on  the 
other,  he  said  they  must  learn  you  don’t 
throw  garbage  over  the  veranda  on 
someone  else’s  head. 

At  first,  he  said,  the  primarily  Buddhist 
and  Taoist  persons  were  suspicious  of 
their  motives.  “They  were  almost  like 
people  waiting  for  the  other  shoe  to  drop. 
They  wondered  why  we  were  doing  this.” 

But  the  people  began  asking  for 
doctors,  they  made  space  available  for 
them.  And  finally  came  the  request  of  the 
elders,  “Perhaps  it  is  too  late  for  us,  but 
maybe  you  can  teach  this  to  our  children. 
Share  with  us  your  faith.” 

Commenting  about  the  changing  role  of 
missionaries,  Mr.  McIntosh  said,  "A  few 
years  ago,  everyone  who  went  out  was 
ordained.  Now  we  have  social  workers, 
doctors,  broadcasters  —  people  who  are 
living  their  faiths.  There  are  a  lot  of  ways 
you  preach.” 

Skaters  put 
ecumenism 
on  the  ice 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (RNS)  —  On  the 
ice  or  anywhere,  a  combination  of 
Roman  Catholic  and  Mormon  is  an 
unusual  tandem,  but  that’s  the  situation 
with  the  stars  of  “Ice  Capades”  —  Jo  Jo 
Starbuck  and  Ken  Shelley  —  and  its 
ecumenism  on  skates. 

Together  since  they  were  nine  years 
old  and  neighbors  in  Downey,  Calif.,  near 
Los  Angeles,  and  now  considered  one  of 
the  world’s  premier  figure  skating  team, 
they  also  have  in  common  a  strong 
reliance  and  trust  in  God. 

Having  just  left  New  York’s  Madison 
Square  Garden,  and  now  playing  in  the 
nation’s  capital,  the  pair  looks  ahead  to 
Philadelphia,  Chicago,  Detroit,  St.  Louis, 
and  other  cities  before  their  final  per¬ 
formances  for  the  season  in  Los  Angeles 
in  May. 

Despite  the  acclaim,  fame  and  in¬ 
ternational  status,  they  have  achieved  in 
such  events  as  the  Olympics  and  the 
world  ice  skating  championships,  both 
have  indicated  that  their  respective 
religious  beliefs  have  been  instrumental 
in  helping  them  develop  their  talents  and 
keeping  their  lives  on  an  even  keel. 

“God  is  a  terrific  skater,”  says  Jo  Jo. 
“I  know  I  couldn’t  have  done  what  I  have 
so  far  without  knowing  that  God’s  on  my 
side." 

Ken  Shelley,  a  pri^t,  (irv  the  ,Aaronic 
Preisthood)  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ 
of  Latter-day  Saints,  said  that  skating 
can  be  a  lonely  and  frustrating  activity, 
with  long  hours  of  practice  robbing  a 
person  of  his  normal  social  pursuits. 

“You  need  someone  “up  there’  to 
believe  in,  to  trust  in,  a  strength  to  keep 
you  going,  day  after  day,”  he  said. 

Long  active  at  his  church  in  Santa 
Barbara.  Ken  said  being  on  the  road  nine 
to  10  months  a  year,  performing  six  days 
a  week  including  Saturdays  and  Sundays, 
doesn’t  leave  much  time  for  church 
activity.  But  he  said  he  tries  to  make  up 
for  it  in  the  off-season. 

While  he’s  making  a  considerable 
amount  of  money  as  a  professional 
skater,  Ken  is  concerned  about 
materialism  and  its  resultant  social 
problems  in  America.  "That  can't  be 
what  we're  really  striving  for  in  life,”  he 
said,  indicating  that  when  he  quits 
skating  he  will  finish  college  and  become 
a  teacher. 

Jo  Jo  Starbuck,  who  also  plans  a  return 
to  college  to  study  theater  arts,  looks 
ahead  to  a  possible  career  in  television  or 
films.  “I  don’t  know  exactly  what  I’ll  do. 

I  put  it  in  the  Lord’s  hands.  He’ll  take 
care  of  me.” 


Former  clergyman  plays  'The  \\  nitons' father 


NEW  YORK  —  Ralph  White,  who  plays  the  father  in  CBS's 
“The  Waltons"  is  a  former  clergyman  who  considers  his  job  a 
ministry.  The  Yale  classmate  of  Harvey  Cox  and  William 
Sloane  Coffin  became  disenchanted  with  the  parish  ministry 
while  serv  ing  a  United  Church  of  Christ  congregation  in  Long 
Island  and  turned  to  religious  book  publishing  for  awhile.  Then 


(he  acting  bug  bit.  and  he  went  back  to  school.  After  some 
experience  on  Broadway,  he  landed  the  job  on  "The  Waltons” 
three  years  ago.  Mr.  Waite  says  the  show  promotes  the  simple 
virtues,  though  he  admits  it  does  shy  away  from  the  conflict 
and  change  of  the  real  world. 


Ken  McIntosh  talks  about  missions 


Modern  circuit  riders 
hit  the  Alaskan  outposts 


MARCH  K,  197 1 


MINNEAPOLIS  —  To  thousands  of  school  children,  the  Rev.  Bruce  Hanks  is 
Abraham  Lincoln  come  back  to  life.  Mr.  Hanks,  who  is  a  descendant  of  Lincoln’s 
mother  Nancy  Hanks,  began  presenting  programs  about  the  former  President  10 
years  ago  as  a  hobby.  Two  years  ago,  he  decided  to  give  up  his  Baptist  pastorate  for 
full  time  work  on  the  program  circuit,  feeling  “this  was  the  direction  God  seemed  to 
be  pushing  me."  According  to  Mr.  Hanks,  the  nation's  internal  crisis  of  the  past  year 
has  brought  increasing  interest  in  Lincoln  as  a  President  who  kept  the  nation 
together  in  another  crisis. 

RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 


4 Strip  chaplain 9  deals 
with  the  here  and  now 


LAS  VEGAS  (RNS)  —  A  Southern 
Baptist  minister  here  who  has  earned  the 
name  “strip  chaplain”  says  he  loves  his 
job  of  proclaiming  the  gospel  to  the 
variegated  population  of  Las  Vegas,  a 
“city  of  glitter.” 

The  Rev.  Jim  Reid  holds  that  the 
people  who  work  the  Las  Vegas  “strip” 
are  taken  for  granted  by  tourists,  ignored 
by  other  residents  and  too  often  con¬ 
demned  by  Christians. 

To  him,  every  dancer,  stagehand, 
dealer,  bartender,  prostitute,  cocktail 
waitress,  bellman,  busboy  .  .  .  and 
maitre  d’  is  a  potential  member  of  his 
“congregation.” 

If  by  congregation  “you  mean  a 
church,  then  we  don’t  have  a 
congregation,”  Chaplain  Reid  said.  “But 
if  you  mean  a  communion  of  believers, 
then  we  have  one.” 

His  congregation  now  holds  Sunday 
evening  services  in  a  hotel. 

The  strip  chaplain’s  ministry  is  now 
four  years  old.  It  includes  five  prayer 
therapy  groups,  three  Bible  study 
groups,  two  worship  services,  a 
television  show  and  a  newspaper  column. 

Mr.  Reid,  now  44,  said  he  had  to  have 
three  things  "nailed  down”  or  he  would 
not  be  effective  in  his  Las  Vegas 
ministry. 

“First,  I  know  who  I  am.  Second,  I 
know  who  God  is.  Third,  I  have  a  secure 
relationship  with  my  wife.  Nothing 
anyone  can  do  or  say  can  challenge  me 
on  these  three  points.” 

Questioned  about  the  “sinfulness”  of 


the  Las  Vegas  life  style,  the  chaplain’s 
response  is :  “My  job  is  to  tell  them  about 
Jesus.  The  Holy  Spirit  will  convince  them 
of  what  kind  of  life  they  should  lead.” 

Chaplain  Reid  said  the  Vegas  life  style 
and  the  escapist  mood  of  the  thousands 
who  flock  there  influences  his  approach. 
He  said  “the  people  on  the  strip  don’t 
care  about  heaven  or  hell.  They  care 
about  life  right  now.  So  I  tell  them  of  the 
peace  there  is  in  this  life  ‘right  now.’  ” 
“There  are  about  50,000  people  on  the 
strip  on  a  given  night,”  he  said.  “There 
are  so  many  sub-cultures  —  the  dealers, 
the  gays,  the  cocktail  waitresses.  I  try  to 
hit  ’em  all.  .  .  ” 

Mr.  Reid  said  his  most  rewarding  work 
is  one-on-one  counseling.  He  has  an  office 
near  the  strip  and  another  in  his 
backyard  in  Henderson,  (a  town  14  miles 
from  Las  Vegas,  where  he  was 
previously  pastor).  Most  of  the  coun¬ 
seling,  however,  is  done  “on  location”  — 
in  a  dressing  room  or  hallway. 

In  explaining  why  he  came  to  Las 
Vegas,  Mr.  Reid  said  he  “felt  the  Lord’s 
call”  and  that  the  call  would  not  go  away. 
So  he  resigned  from  his  church  in  Hen¬ 
derson  and  ‘walked  onto  the  strip!  ” 

He  said  he  had  no  special  gift  for  entry. 
He  just  dressed  a  little  flamboyantly  (for 
attention),  wore  a  name  tag  (for  iden¬ 
tification),  and  began  by  introducing 
himself:  “Hi,  I’m  Jim  Reid,  your 
friendly  strip  chaplain.” 

Now,  four  years  later,  he  is  at  home  on 
the  strip  where  almost  everyone  knows 
him  by  name. 


AN  INVITATION: 

To  those  who  would  loin 

our  ranks  of  SMALL  INVESTORS 

and  stand,  as  they  do, 

tall  as  church  steeples . . . 

and  help,  as  they  have, 

raise  1,000  such  steeples  . . . 

for  what  will  soon  be 

over  1 ,000,000  United  Methodist 

worshippers 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST 
DEVELOPMENT  FUND 

asks  you  to  examine  the 

EARNINGS,  SAFETY,  &  UQUIDITY 

of  investment  in  a  FUND  for  loans  to  United  Methodist  con¬ 
gregations  for  construction  of  churches,  parsonages,  educa¬ 
tional  and  other  church-related  facilities. 

YOU  CAN  START  WITH  AS  LITTLE  AS  $1 00. 


EARNINGS: 

LIQUIDITY: 


6’/2  %  per  annum. 


Since  the  FUND'S  inception  (1959),  all  re¬ 
quests  for  withdrawal  have  been  met  promptly. 


SAFETY: 


I .  Your  investment  is  protected  by  capital  reserves 
in  excess  of  $5,800,000. 


and  yet 


MORE  SAFETY: 

$72,81 7, 000,  not  a  single 


out  of  1,278  loans,  totaling 
dollar  has  been  lost. ' 


For  additional  INFORMATION  and  our  PROSPECTUS, 
write  or  call 

THE  UNITED  METHODIST  DEVELOPMENT  FUND 

475  Riverside  DrlvS,  New  York,  N.Y.  10027 
Telephone  (212)749-0700,  Ext.  491 
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Pastors  interviews  announced 


The  Conference  Board  of  Ministry  has 
announced  dates  for  the  annual  interview 
sessions  with  the  lay  pastors  of  our 
church  in  Louisiana.  Rev.  George  H. 
Sherman,  Jr.,  chairman  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Associate  Members  and  Lay 
Pastors,  reminds  all  the  lay  pastors  that 
this  is  a  necessary  part  of  their  con¬ 
tinuing  relationship  with  the  Conference. 

The  schedule  is  as  follows :  Wednesday, 
March  13,  LaPlace  church  for  the  Baton 
Rouge  and  New  Orleans  Districts; 


Thursday,  March  14  at  First  Church, 
Hammond  for  the  Hammond  District; 
Tuesday,  March  26  at  Louisiana 
Memorial  Church,  Opelousas,  for  the 
Lafayette,  Alexandria,  Lake  Charles  and 
Natchitoches  Districts;  and  Thursday, 
March  28,  at  Trinity  Church,  Ruston  for 
the  Shreveport,  Ruston  and  Monroe 
Districts. 

Mr.  Sherman  stated  that  the  district 
superintendents  have  been  requested  to 
organize  car  pools  and  assist  in 


scheduling  the  times  for  the  groups  to 
appear.  The  suggested  time  to  begin  is 
9:00  A.M.  each  day. 

Persons  involved  may  attend  any  of  the 
meetings  but  they  will  be  paid  mileage  to 
the  nearest  one  to  their  appointment  at 
the  rate  of  10c  per  mile  or  12c  per  mile  if 
more  than  one  person  rides,  with  the 
payment  made  to  the  driver.  A  limit  of 
$1.50  per  meal  will  be  paid  in  the  event 
someone  must  stay  over  the  noon  hour. 


BJORK  ELECTED:  Paul  A.  Bjork, 
executive  director  of  Methodist  Hospital, 
New  Orleans,  has  been  elected  president 
of  the  New  Orleans  Hospital  Council,  a 
division  of  the  Louisiana  Hospital 
Association.  A  former  director  of 
Methodist  Hospital  in  Oak  Ridge,  Ten¬ 
nessee,  Bjork  is  a  fellow  in  the  American 
College  of  Hospital  Administrators,  a 
fellow  in  the  Royal  Society  of  Health  of 
England,  and  a  member  of  the  Inter¬ 
national  Hospital  Federation. 


Jones -Cadwallader  lectures  set 

The  Jones-Cadwallader  Memorial  Goodrich’s  lectures  will  be:  Some  Basic  gift  of  Mrs.  Charles  N.  Cadwallader  in 
Lectures  will  be  held  in  the  Rayne 
Memorial  church,  New  Orleans,  Mar.  31- 
Apr.  2.  The  lecturer  for  this  year  is 
Bishop  Robert  E.  Goodrich,  Jr.,  bishop  of 
the  Missouri  Area  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  The  theme  of  Bishop 


Beliefs:  1974.  memory  of  Mr.  C.  I.  Jones,  her  first 

husband,  and  Mr.  Cadwallader. 

These  lectures  have  traditionally  been 

known  as  the  C.  I.  Jones  Memorial  The  ministers  and  laity  of  Louisiana 
Lectures,  and  this  will  be  the  24th  in  the  are  cordially  invited  to  attend  the  lec- 
series  which  began  in  1949.  They  are  the  tures. 


John  Winn  writes  church  school  unit 


Iran* 


PALESTINE  UMW:  The  above  group 
of  UMW  members  from  the  Palestine 
church  in  Pineville  visited  the  Methodist 
Children’s  Home  in  Ruston  Feb.  9  as  a 
followup  of  their  recent  fund  raising 
bazaar,  from  which  a  financial  gift  was 
made  to  the  Home.  Mrs.  Lottie  Stinson  is 
the  president  of  the  group. 


A  study  unit  by  Rev.  John  M.  Winn, 
pastor  of  Gentilly  church  in  New  Orleans, 
is  one  of  the  spring,  1974,  releases  in  the 
Youth  Bible  Series  for  United  youth. 
Entitled  THE  RHYTHM  OF  RENEWAL: 
The  Bible  in  the  Life  of  Devotion,  the  unit 
is  a  study  of  the  devotional  use  of  the 
Bible,  based  on  the  seasons  of  the 
Christian  year.  It  gives  users  an  op¬ 
portunity  to  study  passages  from  both  old 
and  new  testaments. 

One  of  the  outstanding  features  is  an 
activity  in  each  session  which  helps 
students  rewrite  the  scriptural  passages 

in  their  own  words.  In  this  way,  they  can 
feel  how  the  writer  must  have  felt,  as 
well  as  to  learn  its  implications  for  their 

own  lives. 


News  from  around  our  Conference 


Mrs.  Mattie  Mitchel  of  the  Union 
Chapel  Church  of  Boyce  was  honored 
Feb.  25  on  the  occasion  of  her  86th  birth¬ 
day  by  the  United  Methodist  women  of 
that  church.  Her  family  and  friends 
presented  her  with  many  gifts. 

The  Bayou  Vista  Church  near  Berwick 
on  the  Patterson  charge,  hosted  a 
Lafayette  District  church  school 
workshop  Feb.  9.  Rev.  L.  Ray  Branton  of 
the  Conference  office,  his  wife,  Mrs. 
Gwen  Branton,  and  Rev.  Don  C.  Cottrill 
were  the  age  level  resource  persons. 
Rev.  George  Sherman  was  the  host 
pastor. 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Brady  Forman,  former 
campus  minister  at  Southeastern 
Louisiana  University,  Hammond,  were 
honored  with  a  dinner  in  December  upon 
assuming  their  new  assignment  at  the 
Marksville  church.  Dr.  Spencer  Murphy, 
chairman  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the 
SLU  Wesley  Foundation  and  Dr.  George 
Hess,  past  director  of  the  Wesley 
Foundation  were  present  for  the  occasion 
and  voted  to  form  a  Wesley  Foundation 
Alumni  Club. 

Twelve  members  of  the  Ruston  District 
Council  were  present  for  a  District 
Council  training  session  led  by  Rev.  L. 
Ray  Branton  of  the  Conference  Office  in 
February.  Rev.  Ralph  Cain,  district 
superintendent  hosted  the  event, 
followed  by  a  steak  cookout  with 
members  bringing  their  own  steaks. 

Wesley  Foundation,  University  of 
Southwestern  Louisiana,  members  and 
friends  held  a  two-part  planning  and 
recreation  retreat  in  February.  Rev.  Les 
Thompson,  Jr.,  director,  led  the  session. 
Dates  were  set  for  the  year’s  events,  and 
the  group  heard  Ms.  Mary  Alice  Fon¬ 
tenot,  author  of  the  “Clovis  Crawfish” 
stories,  discuss  her  books. 

The  Hodge  church  held  a  Wesleyan 
Revival  service  in  late  February,  with 
Rev.  Ed  Thomas,  Natchitoches  district 


superintendent,  as  the  speaker.  The 
three  days  of  services  began  with  the 
showing  of  a  motion  picture  on  the  life  of 
John  Wesley. 

Open  house  was  held  Feb.  10  to 
welcome  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Fred  W.  Camp¬ 
bell  who  came  to  the  Pollock  charge 
last  December.  Members  of  all  three 
churches  on  the  circuit,  Pollock,  Liberty 
Chapel  and  the  Selma  charge,  along  with 
visitors  from  other  area  churches  were 
present  along  with  the  Alexandria 
district  superintendent  and  his  wife, 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  Clyde  S.  Clark. 

The  Broadmoor  Church  of  Baton 
Rouge  is  presenting  a  Life  Enrichment 
Series  of  programs,  offering  short 
courses  in  auto  tune-up  and  main¬ 
tenance,  speed-reading,  guitar,  square 
dancing,  parents’  help  with  new  math, 
home  maintenance  and  others.  The 
congregation  has  been  asked  to  suggest 
other  courses  as  well.  Dr.  Douglas 
McGuire  is  pastor. 

The  United  Methodist  Women  of  Mt. 
Zion  church,  New  Orleans,  observed  the 
Call  to  Prayer  and  Self-Denial  at  an 
evening  worship  hour  recently.  The  Call, 
inspired  by  special  mission  needs, 
focuses  on  prayer,  a  deepened  spiritual 
life  and  a  guided  mission  study.  Mrs. 
Virginia  Riley  is  the  president  and  Mrs. 
E.  Mae  Calvin  is  chairperson. 

In  a  surprise  program  at  the  Gretna 
Church,  New  Orleans,  on  Feb.  8,  special 
recognition  was  given  Scott  Lester  and 
John  Havens,  two  seniors  at  O.  Perry 
Walker  High  School  for  their  ac¬ 
complishments.  Both  are  active  in  the 
Fellowship  of  Christian  Athletes  at  the 
school.  The  coach  and  representatives 
from  the  FCA  honored  the  youth  before 
200  of  the  church  members  at  a  covered 
dish  supper.  Forty  seven  new  church 
members  who  have  joined  since  Oct.  1, 
1973,  were  also  honored. 


Audio  visuals 


The  Conference  office  in  Shreveport  maintains  a  library  of  16mm  movies, 
film  strips,  records  and  cassette  tapes  for  use  by  the  churches  in  Louisiana  on  a 
free  rental  basis.  Free  catalogs  are  available.  Write  to :  Library,  P.O.  Box  4325, 
Shreveport,  Louisiana  71104. 

FRIENDS  IN  DEED 

mp  c  1973 

Shows  how  we  minister  to  human  need  in  Christ’s  name.  About  good,  con¬ 
cerned,  worried,  middle-class  American  Christians,  fighting  inflation  and 
trying  to  stay  ahead  of  their  bills.  It  shows  the  kind  of  world  we  live  in.  Adults, 
Young  Adults,  Senior  Highs 
THE  HEART  OF  APPALACHIA 

15  min  f/  s  c  s  1973 

The  problems  of  some  of  the  people  of  Central  Appalachia  and  some  of  the 
responses  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  as  it  seeks  to  aid  these  people.  Shows 
the  various  factors  affecting  the  lives  of  people  in  the  Kentucky  mountains. 
Adults,  Young  Adults,  Senior  Highs 
CHILDREN  ARE  ALWAYS  GETTING  HURT 

110  frs  fs  c  s  1974 

The  effects  of  the  wars  in  Southeast  Asia  upon  the  children  there,  and  how 
United  Methodists  are  helping  them  through  UMCOR.  Adults,  Young  Adults, 
Senior  Highs 
THESIS 

Volume  5  -  Number  1 

Lyle  E.  Schaller  -  “The  Shape  of  the  Church” 

Michael  F.  Murray  -  “Creative  Interchange” 

Abraham  J.  Malherbe,  Th.  D.  -  “The  Gospels:  Patchwork  or  Composition?” 

James  A.  Walther,  Th.  D  -  “The  Cry  of  Dereliction” 


A  program  of  sacred  music  was 
presented  in  the  Leesville  church  in  late 
January,  by  Mrs.  Lynette  Monk, 
organist,  and  Mrs.  Patsy  Hearn,  pianist. 
Compositions  by  Bach,  Franck,  Sibelius 
and  others  were  presented  to  the 
congregation. 

James  A.  Till,  of  the  Pollock  church 
has  received  a  Masters  Degree  in  voice 
and  sacred  music  from  Perkins  School  of 
Theology,  SMU,  Dallas,  Tex.  Rev.  Till  is 
now  serving  as  minister  of  music  in 
the  DeSoto  United  Methodist  Church, 
DeSoto,  Tex.  Mrs.  Charles  H.*Till,  his 
mother,  is  a  member  of  the  Pollock 
church  also. 

The  United  Methodist  Youth 
Fellowship  of  Mallalieu  church, 
Lafayette,  installed  its  new  officers  at 
evening  services  on  Feb.  17.  Mrs. 
Ambroise  Constantine  was  the  speaker. 
The  Rev.  Edgar  D.  Smith,  pastor,  and 
Mr.  Howard  Lanier,  youth  counselor, 
installed  the  group,  composed  of  Aaron 
Boudreaux,  president;  Mathilda  Skipper, 
vice  president;  Pamela  Boudreaux, 
secretary,  and  Connie  Breaux,  treasurer! 

A  District  Youth  Rally  was  held  in 
February  at  First  Church  in  Slidell, 
featuring  Dave  Stone  and  the  Caravan 
and  Kent  Kilboume.  Centenary  College’s 
new  program  “School  for  Church 
Careers,”  was  lifted  *up  in  the  presen¬ 
tation. 

Rev.  Steve  Spurlock  was  welcomed  to 
the  Gibsland-Oak  Grove  charge  in  the 
Ruston  District  by  the  congregations  at 
the  Gibsland  church  with  a  potluck 
supper  and  old-fashioned  pounding  in 
January.  Mr.  Spurlock  replaces  Rev.  J. 
Roddy  Taylor,  who  has  been  transferred 
to  Bernice. 

The  Rev.  Abraham  E.  Davis,  pastor  of 
St.  Paul  church  in  Shreveport,  has 
received  word  that  he  has  been 
nominated  for  inclusion  in  the  14th 
Edition  of  Who’s  Who  in  the  South  and 
Southwest.  Mr.  Davis  has  served  as 
pastor  of  St.  Paul’s  for  11  years  and  is 
presently  president  of  the  Interdenomi¬ 
national  Ministerial  Alliance  of 
Shreveport-Bossier  City,  Inc. 

The  Boy  Scouts  troop  of  Newman 
Church  of  Alexandria  recently  enjoyed  a 
fellowship  banquet  in  the  church,  with 
the  keynote  message  by  Sgt.  Jesse 
Friday,  unit  commissioner  of  Attakapas 
Council.  Sgt.  Edward  Thomas  is  scout 
master.  The  fellowship  supper  was  under 
the  direction  of  Mrs.  Thelma  Baker. 

Mrs.  Charles  B.  Simmons  (Linda 
Garrett)  recently  spent  two  weeks  in 
Europe  visiting  her  husband,  Rev., 
Charles  Simmons,  who  is  presently  a " 
student  at  the  Institute  for  Ecumenical 
Studies  for  a  five  month  course  in 
Switzerland.  Mr.  Simmons  will  return  to 
Atlanta,  Ga.,  where  he  will  continue  wqrk 
on  his  Doctor  of  Divinity  degree  at 
Emory  University.  Mrs.  Simmons  is  the 
daughter  of  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Roy  L. 
Garrett  of  New  Orleans. 

The  St.  Joseph  Youth  Sharing  Group  of 
St.  Joseph,  Louisiana,  conducted  the 
Sunday  morning  Worship  service 
recently  at  First  Church  of  Lake 
Providence.  The  group  was  composed  of 
United  Methodists,  Baptists,  Episco¬ 
palians,  Presbyterians  and  Catholics. 


The  group  sang  and  witnessed  to  what 
Jesus  Christ  was  doing  in  their  lives. 

The  United  Methodist  Women  of  St. 
Mark  church  of  Baton  Rouge  have 
organized  under  the  name  of  “Martha- 
Estelle  Program  Study  Group,”  in  honor 
of  the  late  Mrs.  Martha  Burris  and  Mrs. 
Estelle  Williams  of  St.  Marks  church. 
Mrs.  Mabel  B.  Jackson  was  elected 
chairperson  of  the  group. 

A  new  Allen  organ  has  been  given  to 
the  Nolley  Memorial  church  in  Jena,  a 
gift  in  memory  of  Mr.  Charles  A. 
McCartney,  by  his  family. 

The  Ingleside  D.M.A.  [Don’t  Mention 
Age]  Club  of  Ingleside  church,  Baton 
Rouge,  celebrated  their  fourth  an¬ 
niversary  with  a  luncheon  on  Feb.  13  and 
installed  their  new  officers.  The  group 
was  organized  for  the  retired  members  of 
the  church  and  meets  every  Wednesday. 
Thirty-seven  members  attended  with  the 
following  guests:  Rev.  and  Mrs.  J.  C. 
Wallace,  Miss  Deanie  Irving,  Mrs.  Agnes 
Wells,  Mrs.  Thelma  Pierson  and  Mrs. 
Hazel  Watts. 

The  youth  group  of  Memorial  church  of 
Monroe  report  their  initial  project  for  the 
year,  a  chicken-spaghetti  supper  on  Jan. 
20,  to  be  a  success.  Other  activities  of  the 
church  include  a  dedication  service 
honoring  one  of  their  deceased  members, 
Libby  Parrish.  A  plaque  was  placed  over 
the  door  to  the  newly  remodeled  kitchen 
in  her  memory. 

Ministries  Council 
meets  March  1 6 
in  Alexandria 

The  Conference  Council  on  Ministries 
will  hold  its  annual  spring  meeting 
Saturday,  Mar.  16  at  First  Church, 
Alexandria.  Membership  on  the  Council 
is  made  up  of  the  chairpersons  of  all 
boards  and  agencies  of  the  conference, 
along  with  the  bishop,  the  district 
superintendents,  district  lay  leaders,  and 
others  in  leadership  capacities.  Purpose 
of  the  meeting  is  to  plan  the  program  of 
the  conference  for  the  year  from  May 
1974  through  the  end  of  1975. 

Chairman  of  the  Council  is  Dr.  George 
Pearce,  Jr.,  and  co-directors  of  the 
Council  staff  are  Dr.  J.  Woodrow  Hearn 
and  Rev.  L.  Ray  Branton.  The  group  will 
devote  the  one-day  meeting  to  consider 
program  proposals  by  the  Various 
boards,  agencies  and  commissions  of  the 
conference. 


Editor’s  note: 

Due  to  the  press  of  conference 
news  these  past  weeks,  it  has  been 
difficult  to  find  space  for  the  many 
news  items  and  photographs  sent 
to  us  by  members  of  the  churches 
across  Louisiana.  For  this  we 
apologize;  starting  with  this  issue, 
and  in  the  future,  we  intend  to 
feature  as  much  local  church  news 
as  space  permits.  Thank  you  for 
sending  in  your  news  items;  please 
keep  it  up! 

Cecil  Bland 


Bishop’s  message 

At  the  risk  of  giving  additional  and  undeserved  publicity  to  a  film  and  book 
which  need  to  be  ignored,  I  wish  to  respond  to  a  number  of  questions  on  “The 
Exorcist.” 

In  1972  the  money-making  film  of  the  year  was  “The  Godfather;”  in  1973  it 
was  the  revolting  “Deep  Throat.”  It  appears  that  in  1974  the  film  that  appeals  to 
the  basest  in  people  and  that  makes  the  big  noise  and  therefore  the  big  money  is 
“The Exorcist.”  The  film  is  popular  for  the  same  reason  as  its  predecessors  — 
just  one  more  scoop  of  garbage  in  which  many  insist  on  wallowing. 

Theologically,  this  much-reviewed  film  is  seriously  suspect.  THE  CHRIS¬ 
TIAN  CENTURY  has  an  excellent  editorial  on  January  30  pointing  out  that 
“The  Exorcist”  violates  one  fundamental  Protestant  understanding  of  the 
nature  of  good  and  evil  by  assuming  that  evil  force  actually  occupies  space. 
Through  the  medium  of  demon  possession  the  film  locates  evil  in  a  particular 
spot  or  place  —  in  the  body  of  a  young  girl  —  from  which  demonic  power  may 
be  removed  or  exorcised  by  a  ritual  that  has  little  to  do  with  the  girl’s  decision, 
her  faith,  or  her  values.  We  who  object  to  the  film’s  theology  do  not  understand 
evil  as  a  body  that  occupies  space,  but  rather  we  understand  evil  in  relational 
terms,  not  as  a  thing  or  entity  in  itself,  yet  as  real  but  incorporeal.  We’re  in¬ 
clined  to  see  evil  as  a  tragic  flaw  in  the  nature  of  human  being,  expressing 
itself  in  alienation,  selfish  relationships,  pride,  and  rebellion  against  God.  We 
do  not  see  evil  as  having  physical  dimensions;  we  understand  sin  and  evil  as 
being  exorcised  by  faith,  not  by  rituals  unrelated  to  faith  and  personal  decision. 

Let  no  one  get  his  theology  distorted  because  of  a  pornographic  box  office 
winner.  The  demons  that  you  deal  with  daily  do  not  exist  apart  from  your  own 
ability  to  struggle  with,  rise  above,  and  deal  with  creatively.  Your  partnership 
with  God  is  crucial  in  this  involvement.  And  most  of  the  demons  are  found  in 
your  relationships  with  other  people  ;  these  demons  are  not  little  imps  who  exist 
per  se  apart  from  the  human  spirit. 

Lent  is  a  good  time  to  rid  your  soul  of  these  devils,  but  the  assumptions  of  the 
film  “The  Exorcist”  will  contribute  nothing  to  your  understanding  of  how  to  do 
so,  or  to  your  concepts  of  what  sin  and  evil  really  are. 

Faithfully, 


Finis  A.  Crutchfield 


Mr.  Winn  is  a  long-time  writer  of 
United  Methodist  youth  curriculum 
materials.  He  has  written  for  Explore 
and  New  Creation,  as  well  as  articles  for 
other  publications.  The  editor  of  Youth 
Bible  Series,  Miss  Frances  M.  Brooks, 
says  of  Mr.  Winn:  “When  I  need  a  writer 
with  unusual  sensitivity  to  young  people, 
who  is  a  sound  biblical  theologian,  and 

who  has  a  fine  literary  mind,  the  first 
person  who  comes  to  mind  is  John 
Winn.” 

Mr.  Winn  has  a  B.A.  degree  in  jour¬ 
nalism  from  Tulane  University,  and  the 
Master  of  Theology  degree  from  Perkins 

School  of  Theology.  He  is  a  fellow  in  the 
Ecumenical  Education  Center,  Yale 
University. 


NOEL  “WE  CARE:”  Dr.  Benedict  A.  Galloway,  pastor,  [LEFT]  Dr.  Joseph  P. 
Quillian,  Jr.,  dean,  Perkins  School  of  Theology,  SMU,  and  Dr.  Carl  F.  Lueg, 
Shreveport  district  superintendent,  were  leaders  in  the  recent  Noel  Church  “We 
Care  Mission”  in  Shreveport.  Forty  six  pastors  from  over  the  conference  took  part 
in  the  three  day  visitation  and  witnessing  event.  All  members  were  visited  by  the 
pastors,  and  600  persons  were  involved  nightly  in  the  meetings. 


THREE  BROTHERS:  The  three  brothers  and  their  wives  shown  above  have  each 
celebrated  50  years  of  marriage.  On  the  RIGHT  is  Mr.  Alonzo  Handy  and  his  wife  T. 
J.  who  just  celebrated  their  Golden  Anniversary;  in  the  center  is  Mr.  E.  H.  Handy 
and  his  wife  L.  Z.  who  have  been  married  53  years,  and  on  the  left  is  Dr.  W.  T. 
Handy,  Sr.,  a  retired  member  of  the  Louisiana  Conference  and  his  wife  Dorothy  who 
have  been  married  54  years.  A  fourth  brother,  now  deceased,  also  reached  his  50th 
year  of  marriage.  The  parents  of  the  brothers  were  married  over  65  years.  Dr.  W.  T. 
Handy,  Jr.,  is  the  nephew  of  two  of  the  brothers,  and  son  of  one. 


BULLETIN  BOARD:  At  left  is  Mrs.  Karl  K.  Marston,  widow  of  Mr.  Marston.  At 
right  is  the  pastor,  Rev.  Robert  H.  Jamieson 

Church  bulletin  board 
dedicated  at  Munholland 


A  new  outdoor  illuminated  church  sign 
was  dedicated  to  the  Glory  of  God  and  in 


LA\  SPEAKERS:  The  Monroe  district 
School  for  certified  lay  speakers  w  as  held 
Feb.  5,  7,  12  and  14  at  Memorial  Church. 
Monroe,  with  Dr.  George  Brian, 
professor  of  speech  and  drama  at  North¬ 
eastern  Louisiana  University,  as  the 
instructor.  Shown  are  [From  right]:  Dr. 
Brian,  Monroe,  district  lay  leader  Leon 
McIntosh,  and  lay  speakers  director  E. 
L.  Harrison. 


memory  of  Karl  K.  Marston  on  February 
10  at  Munholland  church  in  New  Orleans. 

Mr.  Marston  was  an  active  member  of 
Munholland  church  for  a  number  of 
years,  and  after  his  retirement,  gave 
unselfishly  of  his  time  and  talents  in 
supervising  maintenance  at  the  church. 
He  was  an  active  member  of  the 
Administrative  Board,  the  men’s  Bible 
class,  and  was  a  leading  spirit  in  the 
Men’s  Prayer  Group  which  holds  a 
covenant  of  prayer  at  the  church  each 
Thursday  morning. 

The  outdoor  sign,  which  functions  as  a 
wayside  pulpit,  is  a  lasting  memorial  to 
Mr.  Marston,  who  was  personally 
responsible  for  scores  of  persons  joining 
the  membership  of  the  church. 

The  sign  was  dedicated  at  an  outdoor 
service  attended  by  members  of  the 
men’s  Bible  class,  the  Wesley  Bible 
Class,  and  the  Friendship  Class  of  the 
church  school,  and  many  of  Mr.  Mar- 
ston’s  friends.  Leading  the  service  was 
the  pastor,  Reverend  Robert  H. 
Jamieson. 
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Crises,  values  and  the  right  Source  of  Power  We  need  to  restore  lost 

confidence  in  the  church 


Every  day  we  are  reminded  by  front 
page  headlines  that  we  are  in  the  grips  of 
a  worldwide  energy  shortage.  “Out  of 
gas  signs”  at  some  service  stations  and 
long  lines  at  others  provide  us  with 
closer-to-home  reminders. 

At  the  same  time,  we  are  witnessing 
shortages  in  the  power  of  our  govern¬ 
mental  leaders  to  control  prices,  to  stem 
inflation  and  to  maintain  public  con¬ 
fidence. 

Would  it  be  an  unpardonable  over¬ 
simplification  to  suggest  that  most  of  the 
crises  which  currently  plague  us  stem 
from  our  failure,  as  a  people,  to  rely  on 
God  as  our  ultimate  Source  of  Power?  We 
think  not. 

We  rely  on  distorted  values 

Most  of  our  problems  —  both  individual 
and  social  —  can  be  traced  to  our 
reliance  on  a  distorted  sense  of  values. 

The  accumulation  of  wealth,  as  an  end 
in  itself,  dominates  American  life.  Our 
society  is  filled  with  those  whose  aim  in 
life  is  the  security  of  “getting  ahead”  or 
“making  it  big.”  One  of  many  social 
extensions  of  this  distorted  value  is  found 
in  our  large  oil  corporations;  they  have 
invested  heavily  in  “cheap”  foreign  oil 
sources  instead  of  developing  relatively 
“expensive”  oil  sources,  or  new  sources 
of  energy,  in  the  U.S.  The  current 
“energy  crisis”  —  or  “energy  problem” 
—  is  at  least  partly  an  extension  of  our 
greed  for  wealth  at  the  expense  of  other 
values. 

Our  secular  creed 

The  milk  industry,  the  grain  export 
industry,  ITT,  the  labor  unions,  the 
automotive  industry,  the  steel  industry. 


the  transportation  industry,  and 
thousands  of  others  on  a  smaller  scale, 
all  have  one  thing  in  common:  a  ten¬ 
dency  to  place  their  private  interests 
above  the  public  good.  The  general  at¬ 
titude  which  permeates  both  our  private 
and  public  sectors  is  summarized  in  a 
simple  creed:  look  out  for  your  own  in¬ 
terests  because  no  one  else  will. 

Recent  events  in  our  political  system 
reveal  the  tragic  abuses  which  occur 
when  the  quest  for  power  becomes  an  end 
in  itself.  The  will  for  governmental 
control  at  the  expense  of  individual  rights 
and  the  public  good  —  though  con¬ 
spicuous  in  our  current  national 
leadership  —  did  not  begin  in  1969  with 
the  inauguration  of  President  Nixon.  This 
is  a  phenomenon  which  has  been 
developing  in  successive  administrations 
for  at  least  four  decades.  It  took  a 
“Watergate”  and  “coverup”  to  awaken  a 
naive  and  trusting  citizenry  to  the  fact 
that  America  has  been  moving  steadily 
down  the  road  toward  totalitarianism. 

The  church’s  secular  taint 

Even  the  church  has  become  tainted  by 
the  distorted  values  of  a  secular  society. 
Some  of  our  congregations  operate  more 
according  to  the  principles  of  big 
business  than  as  serving,  witnessing 
institutions.  Some  ministers  are  more 
concerned  with  their  salaries,  pensions 
and  professional  advancement  than  with 
spending  themselves  in  the  cause  of 
Christ.  Some  of  our  members  are  more 
concerned  with  protecting  their  business 
and  political  interests  than  with  seeking 
to  create  a  just  and  honest  society  pat¬ 
terned  after  the  words  and  ways  of  our 


Activism  for  ‘streaking’:  a  bad  trade 


Has  “streaking”  come  to  your  com¬ 
munity  yet?  If  not,  it  will  no  doubt  appear 
soon,  demonstrating  once  again  the 
ability  of  American  society  always  to 
produce  a  new  fad. 

Many  within  the  adult  population  will 
probably  look  upon  the  “streaking” 
craze  with  strangely  mixed  emotions. 

On  the  one  hand,  there  are  disturbing 
moral  implications  both  in  “streaking” 
through  a  public  place  in  one’s  birthday 
suit  and  in  watching  someone  else  do  it. 

At  the  same  time,  this  “return  to 
normalcy”  on  our  college  campuses  is 
bound  to  be  greeted  with  a  grand  sigh  of 
relief  from  those  who  are  uptight  about 
the  influence  student  activists  have 
wielded  on  the  social  and  political  scenes 
in  recent  years. 

One  thing  is  clear:  assessments  which 
portray  today’s  college  students  as 
“more  mature”  and  “more  seriously 
concerned  about  the  great  social  issues” 
than  their  predecessors  are  overstated. 
Now  that  the  war  in  Vietnam  is  over, 
minorities  receive  something  ap¬ 
proaching  equal  treatment,  and  18-year- 
olds  have  the  right  to  vote  and  drink  beer, 

Will  ‘streakers’  come 
to  annual  conference? 

Speaking  of  “streaking,”  we  wonder  if 
this  fad  might  make  its  way  onto  the 
floors  of  some  annual  conferences  this 
year. 

The  reason  for  our  “wondering”  is  that 
people  usually  start  running  (unof¬ 
ficially,  of  course)  for  places  on  their 
General  and  Jurisdictional  Conference 
delegations  the  year  before  delegates 
are  actually  elected. 

A  favorite  method  of  gaining  exposure 
is  for  the  would-be  delegate  to  make 
impressive/long  winded  reports  and 
enter  debates  —  at  great  length  —  con¬ 
cerning  issues  which  would  receive  little 
attention  during  another  year. 

While  unorthodox,  “streaking”  across 
the  conference  floor  would  provide  the 
potential  delegate  with  maximum  ex¬ 
posure.  It  wouldn’t  be  much  more  ob¬ 
vious  than  the  other  ploys  which  are  used 
to  draw  attention.  It  would  save  the 
“streakers”  a  lot  of  words  and  the 
conference  a  lot  of  time.  And  if  those 
attending  kept  their  eyes  and  minds  on 
the  business  at  hand,  the  “streakers” 
would  receive  precisely  the  amount  of 
attention  they  deserve. 


the  student  demonstrations  have  stop¬ 
ped.  Fraternities  and  sororities  are 
experiencing  a  revival.  And  “streaking,” 
—  as  the  modern  equivalent  to  the  old 
panty  raid  —  is  thriving. 

We  regard  the  replacement  of  “heavy 
concerns”  on  campus  by  a  revived  in¬ 
terest  in  triviality  with  a  sense  of  sad¬ 
ness.  We  would  much  rather  deal  with 
the  problems  posed  by  attempts  to  apply 
high  ideals  than  with  those  posed  by  a 
visionless,  self-centered  hedonism. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


Lord.  Some  of  our  national  leaders  are 
more  interested  in  wielding  economic 
and  political  influence  than  in  calling  our 
society  to  recognize  the  ultimate  inability 
of  politics  and  economics  to  save  us  from 
ourselves. 

Despite  societal  pressures  to  the 
contrary,  Christians  need  continually  to 
recall  that  there  are  values  which  are 
greater  than  human  wealth  and  human 
power.  We  should  recognize  that  we  have 
placed  too  much  confidence  in  ourselves, 
in  business  and  in  government,  and  not 
enough  in  the  One  to  Whom  our  con¬ 
fidence  ultimately  belongs.  It  is  this 
crisis  in  values  which  underlies  all  the 
other  crises  which  we  face. 

The  right  Source  of  Power 

There  is  a  great  and  largely  untapped 
Source  of  Power  to  which  we  should  be 
calling  our  society  and  our  world:  the 
power  of  God  through  Jesus  Christ.  This 
is  an  energy  source  which  may  be  ap¬ 
propriated  in  many  ways:  through 
worship,  through  prayer,  through  Bible 
reading,  through  small  group 
discussions.  The  end  —  opening  oneself  to 
what  God  can  do  rather  than  focusing 
solely  on  what  we  can  do  for  ourselves  — 
matters  much  more  than  the  means.  As 
in  ages  past,  “To  all  who  receive  him, 
who  believe  in  his  name,  he  gives  power 
to  become  children  of  God ;  who  are  born, 
not  of  blood  nor  the  will  of  the  flesh  nor  of 
the  will  of  man,  but  of  God”  (John  1:12- 
13). 

Faith  in  God  will  not  miraculously  put 
extra  gas  in  the  pumps.  Nor  will  it  im¬ 
mediately  wipe  out  inflation.  Authentic 
faith  does,  however,  provide  a  level  of 
human  fulfillment  which  money  cannot 
buy  and  power  cannot  control.  And  it 
produces  an  ethic  which  submerges  self- 
interest  in  the  interest  of  others’  welfare. 

If  enough  of  us  would  jump  off  the 
merry-go-round  of  distorted  values  and 
begin  living  day  by  day  as  a  people  who 
really  believe  in  the  transforming  power 
of  God,  then  our  government,  our 
economy  and  all  other  human  institutions 
would  soon  exist  in  a  healtheir  state.  Let 
our  first  commitment  be  to  live  by  and 
proclaim  more  vigorously  than  ever 
before  the  power  which  comes  from  God 
through  Jesus  the  Christ. 


This  is  the  twentieth  in  a  continuing 
series  of  messages  to  the  church  from 
United  Methodism's  highest  elected 
officials  —  its  bishops.  Each  of  the 
denomination’s  bishops  was  invited  by 
TM/UMR  editor  Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam 
III  to  share  his  hopes  and  dreams  for  the 
church  by  answering  this  question:  “If 
you  could  cause  one  trend,  or  emphasis, 
or  change,  or  program,  or  event,  or  at¬ 
titude  to  develop  across  the  United 
Methodist  Church  today,  what  would  it 
be?”  This  week’s  response  is  by  Joel  D. 
McDavid,  resident  bishop  of  the  Florida 
Area,  with  offices  in  Lakeland.  Articles 
by  other  bishops  will  appear  in  sub¬ 
sequent  issues. 

By  JOEL  D.  McDAVID 
The  church  in  our  day  like  other  in¬ 
stitutions  of  society  finds  itself  in  the 
struggle  to  identify  its  own  role.  When  it 
gives  strong  emphasis  to  personal 
religion  some  cheer  and  others  complain. 
When  the  stronger  direction  is  toward 
social  concerns,  the  cheering  and 
complaining  is  reversed.  We  are  quick  to 
criticize  the  church  when  it  takes  an 
unpopular  stand  as  if  the  church  had  as 
its  role  to  reflect  the  temperature  of  our 


times.  On  the  other  hand,  the  church  no 
doubt  has  been  careless  at  times  in 
keeping  its  mission  and  methods  close  to 
the  life  and  teachings  of  its  founder. 

The  emphasis  I  would  make  today 
would  be  to  try  to  restore  lost  confidence 
in  the  church.  To  do  this  we  must  un¬ 
derstand  anew  the  church’s  mission.  Our 
role  is  not  to  irritate  the  world  but  to 
proclaim  good  news.  Whatever  the 
church  does  it  is  to  be  in  the  interest  of 
witnessing  to  the  gospel  as  the  answer  to 
all  human  need.  Our  goal  is  to  proclaim 
good  news  for  the  poor,  deliverance  to  the 
captive,  and  restoration  of  sight  to  the 
blind. 

The  spirit  of  the  gospel  is  one  of  un¬ 
derstanding,  goodwill  and  reconciliation. 
It  is  only  a  part  of  the  good  news  if  we  are 
captured  by  the  great  ethical  demands  of 
the  gospel  and  miss  the  spirit  and 
technique  for  their  accomplishment. 
Paul  in  his  letter  to  the  Philippians  wrote 
“Of  course  some  preach  Christ  because 
they  are  quarrelsome  and  jealous.”  This 
type  of  proclamation  Paul  thought  came 
from  a  spirit  of  selfish  ambition.  The  rest 
of  the  quotation  reads  “but  others  preach 
him  with  all  goodwill.”  (Philippians 
1:15).  These  do  so  from  love,  thought 
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Bishop  McDavid 


Paul.  We  are  trying  to  win  followers  for 
Christ  and  thus  must  reflect  the  spirit  of 
Christ. 

In  the  pursuit  of  the  total  gospel,  the 
church  must  at  times  do  battle  with  evil. 
This  is  a  dishonorable  enemy.  The  fight 
back  will  be  strong  and  the  methods  will 
be  lacking  in  integrity.  It  is  too  bad,  but 
true,  that  many  of  us  listen  to  the  voice  of 
evil  rather  than  the  voice  of  good 
reflected  in  the  church.  Once  more  the 
church  must  claim  a  role  which  should  be 
honored  by  Christian  people  when  in 
disagreement.  The  labeling  of  church 
leaders  by  names  is  not  a  good  substitute 
for  serious  consideration  of  the  issues  at 
hand.  This  is  not  an  appeal  for  blind 
following  of  all  decisions  made  by  the 
church  but  a  call  to  unprejudiced  con¬ 
sideration  for  what  the  church  is  trying  to 
say  as  it  assumes  its  honored  role  of 
providing  guidance  in  spiritual  and 
moral  matters.  An  idea  may  be  ever  so 
strange  but  it  should  be  considered  with 
an  open  mind  and  an  open  heart. 

To  bring  about  this  restoration  of 
confidence  in  the  church,  those  in  roles  of 
leadership  must  exercise  great  care  to 
speak  responsibly  and  act  with  integrity. 
Communication  is  part  of  our  problem  to 
be  sure.  This  means  a  need  for  an  added 
measure  of  patience  as  ideas  are  in¬ 
terpreted  and  carefully  delineated.  Much 
more  would  be  approved  if  it  were  rightly 
understood.  But  beyond  communication 
is  an  internal  consistency  with  the  total 
gospel.  Every  word  spoken  and  every 
action  taken  should  be  carefully 
measured  by  the  teachings,  life  and  spirit 
of  Christ. 

If  the  leadership  of  the  church,  both  lay 
and  clergy,  could  exercise  responsible 
care  and  good  stewardship  in  directing 
the  life  of  the  church,  and  all  the  rest  of 
us  would  honor  the  church  as  being  the 
body  of  Christ  and  look  to  it  for  guidance, 
then  confidence  could  be  restored.  What 
a  mission  the  church  has  today,  and  what 
an  opportunity  we  have  to  make  it  the 
sacred  vessel  to  hold  “Good  News  for 
Modern  Man." 
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To  the  Editor: 

In  the  March  1  issue  of  the  TM/UMR  I 
have  read  the  three  essays  on  the 
working  of  the  Spirit  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church  with  an  uplift  of  my 
own  Spirit.  It  may  be  interesting  to  note 
that  in  the  selection  of  the  essays  all  age 
levels  were  covered,  illustrations  were 
apt  and  the  process  seemed  natural. 
These  articles  were  readable  and  con¬ 
vincing  as  well. 

You  are  to  be  commended  for  un¬ 
dertaking  a  project  of  this  nature  in  the 
miflst  of  the  trying  times  that  confront 
one  today.  I  would  say  that  the  Spirit  is 
working  through  your  paper. 

Elbert  R.  Moses  Jr. 

Clarion,  Pennsylvania 

Why  de-sex  the  Spirit? 

To  the  Editor: 

In  reading  the  TM/UMR,  March  1, 
1974,  the  account  of  awards  presented  to 
three  essay  writers  on  the  subject  of  the 
Holy  Spirit,  I  was  startled  to  see  that  the 
third  person  of  the  Holy  Trinity  was 
referred  to  as  “it.” 

After  considering  this  matter,  I  came 
to  the  conclusion  that  this  was  not  an 
attempt  to  de-personalize  the  Holy  Spirit, 
but  an  attempt  to  de-sex  Him. 

I  can  see  no  reason  why  we  should  not 
use  the  masculine  gender  of  the  personal 
pronoun  when  referring  to  the  Holy 
Spirit,  just  as  we  do  in  the  case  of  God  the 
Father  and  Jesus  Christ  the  Son. 

There  are  many  passages  in  the  New 
Testament  in  which  the  masculine 
gender  of  the  personal  pronoun  is  used  in 
making  reference  to  the  Holy  Spiorit.  I 
refer  to:  John  14:16;  John  15:26;  John 
16:7,  8,  13;  Acts  8:15;  and  I  Cor.  12:11. 

William  F.  Wolfe 

St.  Augustine,  Florida 
EDITOR’S  NOTE :  Did  you  see  the  word 
“He”  which  mysteriously  appeared  in 
the  artistic  representation  of  the  Spirit  in 
column  four?  It  wasn’t  intended,  but  did 
provide  a  masculine  reference  for  those 
who  prefer  it.  Perhaps  someone  was 
trying  to  tell  us  something.  We  believe 
that  it  makes  little  difference  whether 
the  Holy  Spirit  is  referred  to  as  him,  her 
or  it  so  long  as  the  Spirit’s  reality  and 
function  is  affirmed  and  understood. 

Hooray  for  ( Jutler ,  Wesley 

To  the  Editor: 

Hooray  for  Dr.  Albert  Outler!  Hooray 
for  John  Wesley!  (TM/UMR,  Feb.  22) 
For  years  I  tried  to  be  sanctified  (I 
didn’t  know  to  call  it  that)  without  first 
being  justified,  and  it’s  a  frustrating 
experience.  I  wish  the  message  of  these 
great  men  were  clearly  taught  in  all  our 
churches.  We  would  have  fewer  “hope 
so”  Christians  and  we  could  then  get  on 
with  the  business  of  being  Christians  in  a 
lost  world,  witnessing  and  meeting 
needs.  You’ve  got  to  begin  with  a 
changed  heart. 

Would  that  Dr.  Outler  HAD  given  an 
altar  call.  _  .  TT  „  _  x 

Doris  Hall  Paxton 
Palestine,  Texas 

I'm  a  better  person  for 
having  read  TM/UMR 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  newspaper  reporting  is 
stimulating,  enlightening,  and  just  an  all 
around  reading  pleasure. 

In  Southern  California  it  comes  to  us 
under  the  name  “News  Pulse.”  It  is  a 
fitting  title  which  means  that  it  is  a 
source  Of  timely  information. 

I  like  the  variety.  The  editorials  are 


thought  provoking;  the  feature  articles 
are  exciting;  the  reader  response  is  all 
encompassing.  After  having  read  the 
paper  “religiously”  for  a  year,  I  know 
that  I  am  a  better  person.  I  have  had  the 
opportunity  to  grow  in  the  knowledge  of 
God’s  work  through  the  church.  The 
paper  has  taught  me  to  understand  why 
and  how  I  feel  about  many  issues  of  the 
church  life.  My  thinking  is  more 
productive  and  positive  as  I  have 
received  new  insight  in  my  efforts  to 
understand  others  as  persons  and  as 
groups. 

Joe  Obregon 
Oxnard,  California 
Men  also  have  fam  ily 
responsibilities 
To  the  Editor: 

I  can’t  let  what  Carolee  Baker  said  in 
her  letter  “Being  a  housewife/mother 
isn’t  so  bad,”  (TM/UMR,  Feb.  22)  go 
unanswered. 

Men  too,  Ms.  Baker,  are  given  the 
honor  of  sharing  in  the  conception,  the 
pregnancy,  the  delivery  and  the  raising 
of  the  delivered  child.  I  know.  I  did.  I  am. 
And  it’s  great  and  beautiful! 

Men  also  have  the  unique  opportunity 
of  being  Christ’s  representative  to  their 
families  and  therefore  the  world.  God 
intends  for  both  co-creating  partners  to 
undergird  their  (not  her)  family. 

The  affirmation  and  advocacy  of  such 
sharing  and  co-creating  is  ,what  some 
women’s  liberation  is  all  about.  For  that 
liberation  I  say  thank  God.  I  have 
something  my  father  never  had. 

Bruce  D.  Christie 
St.  Paul,  Minnesota 

There's  not  enough  time  for 

woman  to  be  mother  &  pastor 

To  the  Editor: 

Speaking  as  a  life  long  member  of  the 
Methodist  church  and  for  that 
denomination  only,  I  am  opposed  to 
women  in  the  ministry.  This  is  not  based 
on  the  feeling  of  male  superiority.  On  the 
contrary,  it  is  one  of  our  little  secrets  as 
women  that  we  are  stronger  in¬ 
tellectually  than  our  male  companion. 
Neither  has  it  been  influenced  by  Paul’s 
“Man  head  of  the  House”  idea.  But  solely 
on  the  fundamental  law  of  God  in  which 
the  family  unit  —  father,  mother  and 
children  —  has  been  made  the  basis  of 
our  civilization.  It  is  here  that  we  get  our 
first  lessons  in  citizenship,  living  with 
people,  sharing  with  others,  taking  but 
also  giving.  In  this  little  domain  the 
mother  has  been  given  the  inner  office 
and  her  services  are  indispensable. 


I’m  beginning  to  wish  he  hadn’t  given 
up  smoking  for  Lent!” 


Sometimes  it  becomes  necessary  for 
the  mother  to  make  a  living  for  the 
family.  In  that  case.  God  have  mercy.  I 
was  one  of  that  group.  Two  sons,  one 
daughter.  All  three  alert,  intelligent, 
sometimes  rebellious,  often  willful  and 
disobedient.  I  do  not  believe  I  could  have 
made  it  as  a  pastor  of  a  church.  At  least 
my  time  was  my  own  to  give  to  my 
children  when  I  went  home  at  night. 
Which  would  not  have  been  true  as 
pastor.  Any  minister  can  testify  that  he  is 
on  call  24  hours  a  day  to  anyone  who 
needs  him.  This  in  addition  to  preparing 
and  delivering  sermons,  conducting  the 
business  of  the  church,  acting  as  public 
relations  expert,  etc. 

I  am  speaking,  of  course,  of  mothers 
and  prospective  mothers.  Any  woman 
who  is  old  enough  to  know  she  can’t  have 
children  -is  too  old  to  prepare  for  the 
ministry.  And  I  certainly  wouldn’t  want 
her  as  my  pastor  if  she  didn’t  want 
children  in  the  first  place. 

Marjorie  Lester 

Houston,  Texas 

Our  court  try  pastor  Lsn  ’f 

outdone  by  city  ‘pedaler’ 

To  the  Editor: 

I  just  got  the  February  22nd  issue  of 
TM/UMR  and  especially  enjoyed  the 
article  about  Rev.  Irvin  over  in  Houston 
riding  his  bicycle  to  conserve  energy. 

Being  some  120  miles  West  of  Houston, 
Smithville  (pop.  3,000  plus)  cannot  be  out 
done.  Our  pastor,  the  Rev.  Orion  N. 
Lewis,  has  been  riding  his  bicycle  since 
his  appointment  here  last  summer,  some 
time  before  our  so-called  energy  crisis. 

Mr.  Lewis  rides  his  bike  to  conserve 
time  and  to  have  the  opportunity  to  stop 
and  visit  with  his  members  as  well  as  the 
other  folks  in  Smithville.  One  of  his  pet 
programs  is  a  recorded  Sunday  service 
message  that  he  takes  to  the  shut-in 
members  of  the  community.  Mr.  Lewis 
jumps  on  his  plain  old  one  speed,  (no 
need  for  10  speeds  in  Smithville),  and 
makes  sure  that  everyone  has  a  chance 
to  share  the  Sunday  services. 

Upon  his  arrival  in  Smithville,  Mr. 
Lewis  created  quite  a  stir  by  being  the 
only  man  in  town  who  was  “pedaling 
religion”  and  used  his  unusual  mode  of 
travel  to  meet  people  and  rapidly  become 
a  member  of  the  community. 

We  all  love  him  and  I  just  wanted  to 
take  this  moment  to  let  you  know  that 
even  this  “little  country  town”  is  in  step 
with  our  big  brother-cities. 

Keep  up  the  good  work  and  keep  the 
paper  coming.  Ne,son  E  Scheler 

Smithville,  Texas 

Bill  to  lessen  alcohol 
advertising  advocated 
To  the  Editor: 

Advertising  of  alcoholic  beverages 
increases  sales  .  .  .  and  sales  increase 
consumption  .  .  .  and  consumption  in¬ 
creases  alcohol  problems,  and 
alcoholism. 

To  share  one  fact  is  probably  suf¬ 
ficient.  Twenty-two  of  the  24  Major 
League  Baseball  Teams  had  beer 
sponsors  in  1973,  on  radio.  How  can  we 
expect  a  child  of  ten  to  separate  the 
superb  play  of  one  of  his  idols  from  the 
sponsor’s  message  that  follows. 

Efforts  to  ban  advertising  of  alcohol 
have  been  in  Congress  for  35  years, 
always  with  no  success.  For  the  last  six 
years  there  has  been  a  bill  in  the  House, 
H.R.  4521,  to  ban  such  advertising  on 
radio  and  T.V.  It  has  never  received  a 
hearing  by  the  Interstate  and  Foreign 


Commerce  Committee. 

On  October  25th  of  1973,  Congressman 
George  Brown  of  California  introduced 
another  bill,  H.R.  11106  which  reads,  “No 
deduction  otherwise  allowable  under  this 
chapter  (I.R.S.)  shall  be  allowed  for  any 
amount  paid  or  incurred  to  advertise 
alcholic  beverages.” 

It  is  the  opinion  of  our  executives  in 
several  states,  and  the  Directors  of  the 
American  Council  on  Alcohol  Problems, 
that  this  bill,  if  it  becomes  law,  will  bring 
down  the  immense  sums  expended  for 
such  advertising.  This  industry  exists 
only  by  sufferance.  It  sells  by  retail  only 
as  a  privilege  and  never  a  right.  We  need 
to  deny  them  the  use  of  this  privilege. 

Further,  it  is  our  opinion  that  when 
such  advertising  costs  are  deducted  from 
their  income  taxes,  that  someone  else  is 
supporting  the  government,  and 
therefore  actually  paying  for  such  ad¬ 
vertisements.  That’s  all  of  us. 

As  Legislative  Advocate  for  the 
American  Council,  I  suggest  that  each 
person  who  reads  this  letter  send  off  a 
note  to  his  Congressman  asking  him  how 
he  intends  to  vote  on  H.R.  11106.  I  also 
suggest  that  any  letter  received  by  a 
person  from  his  Congressman  be  shared 
with  our  national  office  at  119  Con¬ 
stitution  Avenue,  N.E.  in  Washington, 
D.C. 

Wilbur  A.  Korfhage 
Aptos,  California 

Recommendation  of ‘tongues 
speaking' draws  rebuttal 

To  the  Editor: 

With  reference  to  the  article  in  the  Feb. 
8  issue  of  the  TM/UMR  Methodist  paper 
concerning  Oral  Roberts  and  the  “use  of 


as  its  purpose  the  launching  of  the  early 
church.  This  was  of  God,  had  God’s 
blessing  and  as  a  result  thousands  of 
souls  were  saved  and  added  to  the 
church.  Today  the  effort  to  recreate 
Pentecost  is  man’s  effort,  even  by  Mr. 
Robert’s  own  suggestion.  Mr.  Roberts 
urges  ministers  to  “try  to  speak  in 
tongues  ”  Is  he  saying  that  the  Holy 
Spirit  is  something  that  we  can  turn  on 
and  off  and  manipulate  like  a  water 
faucet? 

I  would  like  to  see  a  documented  list  of 
souls  that  have  been  saved  by  today’s 
speaking  in  tongues.  On  the  other  hand,  a 
list  of  churches  that  have  been  divided, 
torn  and  scattered  by  the  charismatic 
effort  is  readily  available.  This  is  the 
most  divisive  force  in  the  church  today, 
setting  up  classes  or  levels  of  so-called 
holiness  among  the  members. 

Is  Bishop  Cannon  speaking  only  for 
himself  or  is  he  speaking  for  the 
denomination  when  he  refers  to  Mr. 
Robert’s  “good  example?”  Who  would 
gather  up  the  pieces  of  the  congregations 
that  would  be  divided  by  an  accelerated 
tongues  movement?  • 

John  Wesley  never  spoke  in  tongues. 
God’s  word  does  not  recommend  it.  Paul 
speaks  against  it.  What  higher  authority 
can  we  get  on  the  subject?  Who  benefits 
when  congregations  are  torn  and  split 
and  members  line  up  against  one  another 
and  leave  because  of  this  divisive 
practice  that  makes  one  member  feel 
superior  to  another? 

Could  it  be  that  Oral  Roberts  and 
Bishop  Cannon  have  joined  the  wrong 
denomination,  or  have  I? 

Clarence  C.  Shaffer 

Marchand,  Pennsylvania 


tongues,”  I  think  it  is  indeed  unfortunate 
and  fraught  with  danger  to  have  this 
article  in  print.  To  have  the  blessing  of 
Bishop  Cannon  added  to  this  recom¬ 
mendation  of  Oral  Roberts  is  hard  to 
understand. 

At  Pentecost,  speaking  in  tongues 
(definite  understandable  languages)  had 

'»/.i000 

Classified 

Rate:  25c  per  word,  figure  or  intltlal  per  in¬ 
sertion.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on 
contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  in  advance.  Minimum  charge  of  *6.25 
Service  charge  cr  Mind  ads  *1.00  per  insertion. 

A  UNIQUE  OPPORTUNITY.  A  successfu- 

re tired  salesman  or  minister  to  represent  one 
of  America’s  fastest  growing  religious  radio 
programs  in  your  area.  Exceptionally  good 
Income  potential.  If  Interested,  write, 
Methodist  Hour,  Box  77,  Orlando,  Florida 
32602. 

HOMEPARENTS  NEEDED  for  chud  care. 
These  are  full  time  positions  tor  married 
couples  with  no  dependents.  In  addition  to 
salary,  we  provide  meals,  laundry  service, 
living  quarters  while  on  duty,  sick  leave;  also 
Insurance  and  retirement  programs  are- 
available.  Applicants  must  be  non-smokers, 
non-drinkers,  high  school  graduate,  preferably 
with  college  training.  These  positions  can 
provide  very  rewarding  experiences.  Please 
contact  the  personnel  Department,  Methodist 
Home.  1111  Herring  Ave..  Waco.  Texas  76706. 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  position  open.  3,900 
member  church.  Downtown,  full  time,  good 
salary.  Well-rounded  choir  program:  adults, 
youth,  children.  A  fine  position  for  a  qualified, 
experienced  Christian  churchman  who  loves 
pe<A>le!  If  Interested,  send  information,  pic¬ 
ture,  references,  etc.  to:  Pastor-Parish 
Relations  Committee.  Polk  Street  United 
Methodist  Church,  1401  Polk  St.,  Amarillo, 
Texas  79101,  Tel.  374-2691. 

CHOICE  FOUR  TOURS  from  Dallas.  22  days, 

June  12.  Central,  Southern  Europe;  Scandi¬ 
navia;  British  Isles;  Russia.  First  class  hotels. 

Bess  Loudermilk,  3339  Milton,  Dallas,  Texas 
73205,  (214)  363-2692. 

MAKE  MONEY  for  your  women's  group, 
youth  group,  men's  group,  Sunday  school  class 
by  placing  the  new.  humorous  cartoon  book, 

"A  Methodist  Is  .  .  "  on  your  church’s 
literature  table.  Retails  for  only  *1.50.  Make 

40  percent  profit  when  you  sell  10  or  more. 
Order  from:  Allendale  Press,  P.  O.  Box  1521, 
South  Miami,  Fla.  33143. 

CHURCH  ADMINISTRATOR  OR  BUSINESS 
MANAGER  position  wanted.  Twenty  years 

experiences,  all  in  multiple  staff  churches. 
Married,  college  graduate,  45  years  age. 
Strong  in  leadership  and  organizational 
ability.  Knowledgeable  of  financial  planning. 

JOSEF  MERTTN  one  manual  semi-portable 
pipe  organ  with  seven  ranks  of  pipes.  Complete 
and  playable.  First  United  Methodist  Church. 

One  East  Olive,  Redlands.  Cal.  92373. 

Write  to:  TM-UMR.  P.O.  Box  1076.  Dallas. 
Texas  75221. 

PREGNANT?  UNMARRIED?  Give  your  baby 
a  home  and  a  chance  at  life!  The  Methodist 
Mission  Home  In  San  Antonio  offers  a  com¬ 
plete,  confidential  service  on  your  problems. 
Good  living  situation,  warm  acceptance,  best 
medical  care,  expert  counseling  and  con¬ 
tinuing  high  school  education.  Call  or  write: 

Rev.  Harold  Burkhardt,  6467  Whitby  Rd..  San 
Antonio,  Texas  78240.  Phone  (512)  696-2410. 

WORLDWIDE  METHODIST  HOLY  Land 

Tour  and  Evangelism  Convocation.  November 

16-23,  1974.  Outstanding  speakers,  seminars. 

*623.  7-Day  Athens-Home  optional  extension 
available.  For  brochure:  Bob  Sanders,  Box 

793,  Winters.  Texas  79567. 

Opportunities 


Suite  114 
4209  NW  23 
Oklahoma  City,  Oklahoma\3107 


Jurisdiction  Office  A 
Center  Of  Coordination 

Seventeen  annual  conferences  of  an  eight  state  area  comprise  the  South  Central 
Jursidiction  of  the  United  Methodist  Church.  The  Jurisdiction  office  at  4209  N.  W. 
23rd  Street,  Suite  114,  Oklahoma  City,  Oklahoma  73107,  becomes  a  center  of  coor¬ 
dination  for  activities  that  are  shared  by  the  annual  conferences.  From  telephone 
calls  'o  personal  visits  by  the  Executive  Director,  Dr.  S.  Duane  Bruce,  the  con- 
ferer  ,es  become  conscious  of  a  unity  in  purpose  and  work  as  a  Jurisdiction.  The 
sharii  %  of  “ministries  that  worked”  and  “ministries  tried  but  failed,”  are  made 
possible  for  pastors,  lay  people,  district  Councils  on  Ministries  and  annual  con¬ 
ference  Councils.  The  new  telephone  number  of  the  Jurisdiction  office:  area  code  405 
943-1985,  will  link  you  with  fellow  laborers  in  the  South  Central  Jurisdiction. 

Jurisdiction  Offices 
Move  To  New  Location 

The  South  Central  Jurisdiction  offices  are  now  located  at:  Suite  114,  4209  N.  W. 
23rd  Street,  Oklahoma  City,  Oklahoma  73107.  The  new  location  provides  offices  on 
the  first  floor  of  a  new  office  complex.  Space  was  designed  to  meet  needs  of  an  office 
for  the  Executive  Director,  Dr.  S.  Duane  Bruce;  a  reception-secretarial  office  for 
the  administrative  secretary,  Mrs.  Marilyn  Denney;  a  work  room;  and  a  storage 
area. 

Communications  with  the  office  should  be  made  to: 

The  South  Central  Jurisdiction 
The  United  Methodist  Church 
Suite  114 

4209  N.  W.  23rd  Street 
Oklahoma  City,  Oklahoma  73107 
Telephone:  (405  )  943-1985 


Council  On  Ministries 
Responds  To  Needs 

The  basic  function  of  the  Jurisdiction  Council  on  Ministries  is  to  respond  to  ex¬ 
pressed  needs  of  the  annual  conference  Council  on  Ministries.  Each  of  the  seventeen 
annual  conferences  is  represented  by  two  persons  elected  by  their  respective  annual 
conference  Council  on  Ministries.  A  formula  of  division  makes  for  one-third  clerical, 
one^third  laymen,  and  one-third  lay  women  in  the  membership.  It  is  through  these 
representatives  on  the  Council  that  expressions  of  needs/  concerns  come  from 
annual  conference  Councils.  The  function  of  the  Jurisdiction  Council  is  to  make 
plans  and  implement  programs  to  meet  these  needs.  The  Council  coordinates 
resources  of  General  Boards  in  ministries  made  available  to  annual  conferences. 
The  leadership  training  events  for  1974  have  been  planned  by  the  Council  through 
special  task  forces,  and  are  commended  to  the  leadership  of  the  annual  conferences. 

Registration  Procedure 
For  Leadership  Training 

Registrations  for  all  Jurisdictional  events  will  be  made  through  each  Annual 
Conference  Council  Director’s  office.  Please  check  the  desired  enterprise,  giving 
name,  address,  etc.  as  requested  on  form.  Clip  form  from  this  publicity  brochure 
and  enclose  required  registration  fee  to  Conference  Council  Director.  Note  the 
names  and  addresses  of  the  Council  Directors. 

Reservations  for  housing  will  be  made  directly  with  designated  office  of  each 
event.  Note  addresses  on  this  publicity. 


Leadership  Training  Events  For  1974 

The  South  Central  Jurisdiction-The  United  Methodist  Church 


April  24-25  Multiple  Staff  Conference  Holiday  Inn  South,  Oklahoma  City 

June  16-21  Lab/  Seminar  Training,  Sacramento,  New  Mexico 

June  16-20  Ecumenical  Mission  Conference.  Mt.  Sequoyah,  Fayetteville,  Ar. 


June  17-21  Music  Institute,  SMU-Highland  Park  UMC,  Dallas 
June  24-27  Bishops’  Week,  Mt.  Sequoyah,  Fayetteville,  Arkansas 
July  8-12  Youth  Ministry  Enterprise,  Mt.  Sequoyah,  Fayetteville,  Ar. 

July  13-19  Lab/  Seminar.  Mt.  Sequoyah,  Fayetteville,  Arkansas 
August  8-14  Lab/  Seminar,  Memorial  Drive  UMC,  Houston,  Texas 
August  15-16  Updated  Resources  for  District  Council  on  Ministries,  First 
UMC,  Little  Rock,  Arkansas 

September  23-24  Updated  Resources  for  District  Council  on  Ministries, 
Renewal  Center,  Oklahoma  City 


September  25-26  Updated  Resources  for  District  Council  on  Ministries,  First 
UMC,  Dallas 

September  27-28  Updated  Resources  for  District  Council  on  Ministries,  First 
UMC,  Lubbock,  Texas 

October  3-8  Lab/  Seminar,  Church  of  the  Cross,  Salina,  Kansas 
October  9-11  Camping  is  Fun,  Presbyterian  Camp,  Parkville,  Missouri 
October  14-16  Camping  is  Fun,  Bridgeport  Conference  Center,  Bridgeport,  Tx. 
October  18-19  Archives  and  History  Workshop,  Okla.  City  University,  Okla. 
City 

October  25-26  Updated  Resources  for  District  Council  on  Ministries,  St.  Paul 
School  of  Theology,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

November  11-14  Sharing-Caring  Conference,  Holiday  Inn  West,  Oklahoma 
City 
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Dates  and  Places 

June  16-21  -  Sacramento  Methodist  Assembly,  Sacramento,  New  Mexico 
Dr.  B.  C.  Goodwin,  Jr.,  Director 

July  13-19  -  Mt.  Sequoyah  Methodist  Assembly,  Fayetteville,  Arkansas 
Rev.  C.  Jarrell  Tyson  and  Mrs.  Don  B.  Gardner,  Co-Directors 
August  8-14  -  Memorial  Drive  UMC,  Houston,  Texas 
Rev.  Bill  H.  Weir,  Director 
October  3-8  -  Church  of  the  Cross,  Salina,  Kansas 
Mrs.  Esther  Jones,  Director 
Registration  fee 

Lab  -  $10.00  -  Salina,  Houston  and  Sacramento 
Lab  -  $35.00  -  Mt.  Sequoyah 
Lab/  Seminar  -  $25.00  -  Salina,  Houston 
Lab/  Seminar  -  $50.00  -  Mt.  Sequoyah 
Youth  fee  -  $  5.00  -  Sacramento 
Youth  fee  -  $10.00  -  Mt.  Sequoyah 
Children  -  $  5.00  -  Sacramento 
Children  -  $  6.00  -  Mt.  Sequoyah 
Lab  Schedules 
Salina  -  22-1/  2  hours 
Nursery  through  Adults 
Seminar  for  Prospective  Lab  Leaders 
Houston  -  22-1/  2  hours 
Nursery  through  Adults 
Junior  High  Formal 
Junior  High  Fellowship 
Senior  High  Formal 
Senior  High  Informal 
Intergenerational 
Human  Sexuality  -  Adults 
Seminar  for  Pastors 
Seminar  for  Prospective  Lab  Leaders 
Sacramento  -  28  hours 
Regular  age  groups 
Junior  High  Formal 
Junior  High  Fellowship 
Senior  High  Formal 
Senior  High  Informal 
Seminar  for  Pastors 
No  Seminar  for  Laboratory  Leaders 
Mt.  Sequoyah  -  28  hours 

Open  Classroom  (for  experienced  teachers  limited  to  15-20  LIT’s  in  class) 
Elementary  1-3 
Elementary  4-6 
Church  Resource  Library 
Weekday  Nursery 
Confirmation  -  Junior  High 
Junior  High  Fellowship 
Adult 

Older  Adults  (how  to  set  up  older  adult  ministry  in  church) 

Council  on  Youth  Ministry  -  9th  through  12th  grades 
Seminar  for  Certified  Lab  Leaders  (more  than  re-certification) 

Seminar  for  Prospective  Lab  Leaders  for  Adults 
Seminar  for  Prospective  Lab  Leaders  for  Youth 
Seminar  for  Library 
Housing  and  meals 

Sacramento  Methodist  Assembly  (Make  room  reservation  with  the  Assembly, 
Sacramento,  N.  M.  88347 
Adult  and  Youth  -  $31.00  (entire  period) 

Children  -  No  charge  (in  order  to  qualify  a  child  is  one  who  has  completed  grade  6 
or  lower  and  is  accompanied  to  camp  by  parent  or  guardian) 

Mt.  Sequoyah  Methodist  Assembly 
(See  complete  description  elsewhere  in  this  publicity) 

Houston  motels  (check  with  council  director) 

Salina,  Kansas  -  Rooms  at  Kansas  Wesleyan  at  $3.50  per  night,  meals  extra.  (For 
room  reservation  write  Mrs.  Ed  Boyce,  Rt.  3,  Salina,  Ks.  67401) 


The  Seminar  for  Prospective  Laboratory  Leaders  is  a  training  opportunity  for 
persons  working  toward  certification  as  a  laboratory  leader.  The  following  are 
prerequisites: 

L  Approval  of  participant’s  Conference  Board  of  Education  or  Program  Council 
and  acceptance  of  that  approval  by  the  General  Board  of  Education  by  the 
Section  on  Local  Church  Education  in  Nashville. 

2.  Attendance  at  two  laboratory  schools  in  the  age  group  sessions  for  which  cer¬ 
tification  is  sought. 

3.  Attendance  at  the  third  laboratory  school  along  with  the  seminar. 

Attendance  for  the  laboratory  and  seminar  is  required  at  all  sessions.  If  you 

cannot  attend  every  session  (including  first  and  last)  please  do  not  plan  to  enroll. 
Contact  your  conference  office  for  the  prospective  Laboratory  Leader’s  Infor¬ 
mation  Sheet  which  needs  to  be  filled  out  two  months  in  advance  of  the  training 
and  send  to  your  conference  office  for  their  approval.  The  conference  sends  the 
sheet  to  the  director  of  laboratory  training  in  the  Section  on  Local  Church 
Education  in  Nashville  for  clearance. 

Mt.  Sequoyah  Assembly 

Room  and  Meals 

(The  following  price  is  listed  on  a  per  person  per  day  basis,  and  includes  room, 
board,  and  insurance  —  health  and  accident.  Children  under  12  years  of  age  will 
be  charged  one-half  of  the  rates  below,  except  for  insurance,  which  will  be  full 
price,  30c  per  day.) 

Grade  -  Rate  Description 

A  -  $10.75  Air-conditioned,  heated,  two  persons  to  a  room  with  bath 
AB  -  $10.25  Air-conditioned,  heated,  three  or  four  persons  to  a  room  with  bath,  or 
in  two  rooms  sharing  a  bath 

B  -  $  9.75  Air-conditioned,  heated,  bath  shared  with  one  other  room,  four  to  six 
persons  to  a  bath 

BC  -  $  9.25  Air-conditioned,  heated,  shared  bath  or  hall  bath,  with  lavatory  in  the 
room  of  the  guests  who  use  hall  bath 

C  -  $  8.75  Air-conditioned,  hall  bath  or  shared  bath.  (No  heat  in  this  grade  of 
room) 

D  -  $  8.25  Fan  cooled,  share  bath  or  hall  bath.  (No  heat  in  this  grade  of  room) 
Check  with  your  Conference  Council  Director  for  reservation  request  forms  for 
Mt.  Sequoyah. _ 

Camping  Is  Fun 

Date:  and  Where: 

October  9-11,  1974  October  14-16 

Presbyterian  Camp,  Route  27,  Box  299  Bridgeport  Conference  Center,  Box  215 

Parkville,  Missouri  64152  Bridgeport,  Texas  76026 

Purpose: 

To  share  different  models  of  camping  To  examine  roles  and  relationships 
To  explore  new  models  for  camping  To  discuss  curriculum  resources 
Participants: 

Camp  Directors— Managers— Conference  Staff— Volunteers 
One  District  Superintendent  of  each  Conference 
Members— Annual  Conference  Committee  on  Camping 
What  Do  You  Expect  to  Happen: 

By  the  end  of  a  three  day  period,  participants  would  be  exposed  to  the  various 
.models  of  camping  used  by  annual  conferences  in  the  Jurisdiction.  They  would 
•have  “stretched  their  minds”  in  dreaming  of  new  and  innovative  types  of 
'camping.  Participants  would  have  faced  problems  in  relationships  and 
designed  suggested  organizational  structures.  They  would  have  participated  in 
the  designing  and  use  of  curriculum  resources. 

Cost: 

$10.00  Registration  fee  per  person  (send  fee  and  registration  to  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  Director) 

Housing: 

Make  own  reservation  directly  with  camp  office.  Room  and  meals  at 
Presbyterian  Camp  -  $20.00  to  $27.25  (depending  on  room  accommodations)  for 
entire  enterprise.  Room  and  meals  at  Bridgeport  -  $9.50  and  $10.50  (depending 
on  room)  per  day. 

Leadership:  Mel  Moody,  National  Division  of  Education,  Camping 


Date: 

April  24-25,  1974 
Where: 

Holiday  Inn  South,  Interstate  35  at  S.  E.  29th  St.,  Oklahoma  City 

Each  person  make  own  reservation  -  singles  ( 1  person ) ,  $1 1 .50 ;  doubles  ( 1  bed,  2 

persons),  $15.00;  doubles  (2  beds,  2  persons),  $17.00 

Participants: 

Pastors 

Associate  Pastors 
Other  Professional  Staff 

There  should  be  at  least  two  persons  from  each  participating  church 
Registration: 

$5.00  (includes  one  meal)  - 
Leader: 

Dr.  Richard  T.  (Dick)  Murray,  Director  of  Continuing  Education,  Perkins 
School  of  Theology,  Southern  Methodist  University,  Dallas,  Texas 
Expectations: 

From  1 :00  p.m.  on  the  24th  of  April  until  12:00  noon  on  the  25th,  participants  will 
be  involved  in  an  exciting  time  of  sharing  together  in  the  following  areas  of 
concern : 

Relationships 

Conflict 

Human  Behavior 
Assignment  of  responsibilities 
Staff  Loyalty 

Ministries  that  are  going  great!!  Bring  models 
Ministries  tried  -  but  failed 
Innovative  Ministries 
What’s  tomorrow  for  the  larger  church? 


Conference  For  Multiple  Staffs 


Participants  will  leave  with  new  inspiration  and  “know  how"  to  face  their 
respective  tasks,  working  better  as  a  team. 

Sponsored  by: 

South  Central  Jurisdiction 

Bi-Districts  —  South  and  North  Oklahoma  City 

Perkins  School  of  Theology 

Bring: 

Formats  of  Ministries  that  are  "going  great."  along  with  some  of  your 
problems. 


Bishop's  Week 


Date: 

June  24-27 
Place: 

Mt.  Sequoyah 
Purpose: 

Inspiration-Fellowship 

Cost: 

Room-Board  (see  Mt.  Sequoyah 
rates.  Make  reservations  directly 
with  Mt.  Sequoyah). 

No  registration  fee. 

Leadership: 

Bishop  W.  Kenneth  Goodson, 

Willson  Lecturer 

Bishop  Ernest  T.  Dixon,  Jr. 


Song  Leader:  Bill  Mann 
Participants: 


Bishop  Dixon 


Bishop  Goodson 
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Music  Institute 

Dale: 

June  17-21 
Where : 

Southern  Methodist  University  and  Highland  Park  United  Methodist  Church, 

Dallas,  Texas 

Purpose: 

To  give  help  to  local  church  organists/  pianists,  choir  directors,  and  other 
persons  related  to  the  musical  program  of  the  local  church. 

Emphasis  will  be  given  to  needs  of  the  small  local  church  program  of  music. 
Participants: 

Choir  directors 
Organist/  pianist 
Pastors 

Interested  persons 
Cost : 

$15.00  registration  fee  per  person  (send  fee  and  registration  to  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  Council  Director) 

Housing-Meals: 

Southern  Methodist  University  dormitories  and  cafeteria,  approximately  $10.00 
per  day.  (Make  room  reservations  directly  with  office  of  housing,  SMU,  Dallas, 
Tx.  75275). 

Leadership: 

Philip  E.  Baker,  Director  of  Music,  Highland  Park  United  Methodist  Church, 
Dallas  Roger  Deschner,  Minister  of  Music,  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Houston 


Jurisdiction  Youth 

Ministry  Enterprise 

Date: 

6.  Multi-Media 

July  8-12,  1974 

7.  United  Methodist  Doctrine 

Where : 

8.  Serendipity  and  Sensitivity 

Mt.  Sequoyah,  Fayetteville, 

9.  Recreation 

Arkansas 

10.  Confrontation  -  The  Bible 

Theme: 

11.  Design  Process 

“Get  It  Together” 

12.  Drama  and  Dance 

Participants: 

13.  Coordinator’s  Training 

Open  to  every  youth  in  the 

14.  Youth  in  Politics 

Jurisdiction  —  and  is  not  limited 

15.  Simulation  Games 

this  year  to  conference  youth 
teams  or  councils. 

Registration: 

Classes: 

$35.00  per  person  (send  fee  with 

15  classes  will  be  offered  - 

registration  form  to  your  Annual 

1.  Innovative  Worship 

Conference  Council  Director) 

2.  General  Information 

Room  and  Meals: 

3.  Group  Enabling 

(See  complete  Mt.  Sequoyah  in- 

4.  Local  Church  Programs 

formation  elsewhere  in  this 

5  Conference  Team  Time 

publicity). 

Conference  On 
Ecumenical  Mission 

Dales: 

June  16-20,  1974 
Place: 

Mt.  Sequoyah  Methodist  Assembly,  Fayetteville,  Arkansas 
Purpose: 

An  attempt  to  confront  concerned  persons  with  the  world  we  live  in ;  to  consider 
the  adequate  witness  of  the  whole  church  in  its  individual  and  corporate 
response;  and  to  call  this  church  to  commitment  and  responsible  action. 
Participants: 

All  persons  seeking  a  clearer  understanding  of  Christian  mission  for  them¬ 
selves  and  their  congregations  —  especially  denominational  staff,  ministers, 
church  board  officers  and  those  responsible  for  program  planning  in  mission, 
stewardship,  Christian  action,  men’s  groups,  women’s  groups  and  youth 
groups. 

Registration: 

Send  registration  form  and  fee  ($12.50  individual;  $20.00  for  family)  to  Mrs.  R. 
C.  Allmon,  Treasurer,  Route  2,  Rogers,  Arkansas  72956. 

Leadership: 

Dr.  Eugene  Carson  Blake,  former  General  Secretary  of  World  Council  of 
Churches 

Dr.  Cynthia  Wedel,  outstanding  Episcopal  lay  woman  and  former  president  of 
National  Council  of  Churches 

Bishop  Frederick  D.  Jordan,  African  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Los  Angeles 
Courses: 

“Education  for  Global  Consciousness" 

“Mission  and  the  Faith/  Life  Crisis" 

“Persons:  Human  Development  in  North  America" 

Housing: 

See  information  on  Mt.  Sequoyah  elsewhere  in  this  publicity. 


Updated  Resources  For 
District  Council  On  Ministries 


Dates:  and  Places: 

August  15-16 

First  United  Methodist  Church 
Little  Rock,  Arkansas 


September  25-26 

First  United  Methodist  Church 
Dallas,  Texas 
September  27-28 

First  United  Methodist  Church 
Lubbock,  Texas 
October  25-26 

St.  Paul  School  of  Theology 
Methodist 

Kansas  City,  Missouri 


September  23-24 

Center  for  Christian  Renewal 
Oklahoma  City,  Oklahoma 
Participants: 

Bishops 

District  Superintendents 

Four  persons  from  each  District  in  addition  to  District  Superintendent 

Annual  Conference  Staff 

Registration: 

$10.00  (mail  registration  and  fee  to  Annual  Conference  Council  Director) 
Leaders: 

General  Board  Personnel  and  Participants 
Purpose: 

To  expose  District  Council  on  Ministries  personnel  to  updated  resources 
available  from  general  boards  and  from  each  other,  so  that  they  would  be  in  a 
position  to  inform  their  own  Councils  as  to  available  resources  to  meet  specific 
needs,  “plug  into"  these  resources. 

What  Do  You  Expect  to  Happen: 

That  General  Board  personnel  would  hear  “first  hand"  needs/  concerns  of 
District  Councils  —  understand  better  how  the  District  Councils  function,  etc. 
That  General  Board  personnel  might  receive  new  and  “fresh"  ideas  from 
District  Council  personnel.  That  each  District  team  would  receive  new  ideas 
and  fresh  resources  from  General  Board  personnel  and  from  each  other.  That 
District  teams  would  be  able  to  go  back  to  their  District  Councils  prepared  to 
share  updated  resources  and  how  to  “plug"  into  them. 

Housing : 

To  be  secured  by  each  individual. 


Registration  For  For  All  Jurisdictional  Council  On  Ministries  Events  For  1974 

[Send  Registration  And  Fee  To  Your  Annual  Conference  Council  Director] 

_ Address  _ _ _ 


Local  Church 


I  wish  to  register  for: 

Fees 

April  24-25 

$5.00 

June  16-21 

(See  schedule) 

□  June  16-20 

$12.50 

i  June  17-21 

$15.00 

I  June  24-27 

No  fee 

!  July  8-12 

$35.00 

July  13-19 

(See  schedule) 

August  8-14 

(See  schedule) 

August  15-16 

$10.00 

September  23-24 

$10.00 

September  25-26 

$10.00 

September  27-28 

$10.00 

October  3-8 

(See  Schedule) 

October  9-11 

$10.00 

October  14-16 

$10.00 

October  18-19 

No  fee 

October  25-26 

$10.00 

November  11-14 

$10.00 

_  Telephone  _ 


Street 

_ Annual  Conference  _ 


City 


State 


Zip 


Multiple  Staff  Conference,  Holiday  Inn  South,  Oklahoma  City,  Okla 

Lab/Seminar  Training,  Sacramento,  New  Mexico 

Ecumenical  Mission  Conference,  Mt.  Sequoyah,  Fayetteville,  Arkansas 

Music  Institute.  SMU-Highland  Park  United  Methodist  Church,  Dallas  Texas 

Bishops’  Week,  Mt.  Sequoyah,  Fayetteville,  Arkansas 

Youth  Enterprise,  Mt.  Sequoyah,  Fayetteville,  Arkansas 

Lab/Seminar,  Mt.  Sequoyah,  Fayetteville,  Arkansas 

Lab/Seminar,  Memorial  Drive  UMC,  Houston,  Texas 

Updated  Resources  for  District  Council  on  Ministries,  First  UMC,  Little  Rock,  Arkansas 
Updated  Resources  for  District  Council  on  Ministries,  Renewal  Center,  Oklahoma  City,  Ok. 

Updated  Resources  for  District  Council  on  Ministries,  First  UMC,  Dallas,  Texas 

Updated  Resources  for  Dfstrict  Council  on  Ministries,  First  UMC.  Lubbock.  Texas 

Lab/Seminar.  Church  of  the  Cross,  Salina,  Kansas 

Camping  is  Fun,  Presbyterian  Camp,  Parkville,  Missouri 

Camping  is  Fun,  Bridgeport  Conference  Center,  Bridgeport,  Texas 

Archives  and  History  Workshop,  Oklahoma  City  University.  Oklahoma  City.  Ok. 

Updated  Resources  for  District  Council  on  Ministries,  St.  Paul  School  of  Theology,  Kansas  City  Missouri 
Sharing/Caring  Conference,  Holiday  Inn  West.  Oklahoma  City,  Oklahoma 


Laboratory  Course  Desired  ' _ _ 

(Check  with  Annual  Conference  Council  Director  for  Children  and  Youth  Registration  form,  i 

Endorsed  by _ 


Seminar . 


Annual  Conference  Council  Director 
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Archives  And  History  Workshop 

Date: 

October  18-19,  1974 
Where: 

Oklahoma  City  University,  Oklahoma  City 
Purpose : 

To  help  Annual  Conference  chairpersons  of  Archives  and  History  to  better 
understand  their  function.  Share  insights  into  ways  of  securing  historical  data  - 
recording  historical  facts  -  methods  of  filing  and  preserving  important 
historical  information. 

Participants: 

Annual  Conference  Chairmen,  Archives  and  History  Committee 

Members  of  Annual  Conference  Committees 

Conference  staff  related  to  Archives  and  History 

Interested  persons 

Cost: 

Room  and  Board  approximately  $15.00  to  $20.00 
Housing: 

Oklahoma  City  University  dormitories  -  make  own  reservation. 

Registration: 

No  registration  fee,  but  registration  should  be  made  through  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  Council  Director  (see  names  and  addresses) 

Leadership: 

Dr.  Theodore  Agnew 
Dr.  John  H.  Ness,  Jr. 

Rev.  Cecil  Bolding 


Sharing/Caring  Conference 

Date: 

November  11-14,  1974 
Where: 

Holiday  Inn  West,  801  S.  Meridian, 

Oklahoma  City,  Oklahoma  73108 
Each  person  make  own  reservation  - 
singles  (1  person),  $11.50;  doubles  (1 
bed,  2  persons),  $15.00;  doubles  (2 
beds,  2  persons),  $17.00 
Purpose : 

To  consider  the  rationale  for  Chris¬ 
tian  evangelism.  To  explore  the  area 
of  evangelism  with  emphasis  on  relevant  ways  to  reach  people  ( those  in  and 
outside  the  church).  To  explore  the  ways  of  “caring”  and  ministering  to  needs 
of  people  within  the  fellowship  of  the  church.  To  explore  how  laity/ministers 
can  minister  together. 

Participants:  Pastors  and  Lay  People 
Registration:  $10.00  (includes  one  meal) 

Send  with  registration  form  to  your  Annual  Conference  Council  Director. 
Housing: 

Make  own  housing  reservations  with  Holiday  Inn  West  (see  above). 
Preaching: 

Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield,  Louisiana  Area 

Dr.  George  Hunter,  Professor,  Evangelism,  Perkins  School  of  Theology,  SMU 


Dr.  George  Hunter 


February 


Calendar  Of  Dates  1 974 


February  4-7  Ministers  Week,  Southern  Methodist  University,  Dallas 
February  5  Executive  Committee,  Mt.  Sequoyah  Board  of  Trustees,  Dallas 
February  6  Executive  Committee,  Council  on  Finance  and  Administration, 
Dallas 

February  7  College  of  Bishops,  Dallas 

February  7-8  Conference  Council  Directors,  Highland  Park  UMC,  Dallas 
February  11  Minorities  Task  Force,  Lydia  Patterson  Institute,  El  Paso,  Texas 
February  12-13  Council  on  Ministries.  Lydia  Patterson  Institute,  El  Paso,  Texas 
February  14  Executive  Committee,  Lydia  Patterson  Board  of  Trustees,  El  Paso, 
Tx. 

March 

March  1-2  Convocation  of  Boards,  Central  Texas  Conference,  Glen  Lake  Camp, 
Glen  Rose,  Texas 

March  2  Louisiana  Conference  (called  session) 

March  8  Missouri  East  Conference  Council  on  Ministries 
March  8-10  Youth  Caucus,  Renewal  Center,  Oklahoma  City,  Oklahoma 
March  13-16  General  Council  on  Ministries,  Cincinnati,  Ohio 
March  14  North  Texas  Council  on  Coordination,  Highland  Park  UMC,  Dallas 

March  16  Kansas  East  Conference  Council  on  Ministries,  Overland  Park,  Ks. 

March  17-21  34th  Convention  of  Health  and  Welfare  Ministries,  San  Francisco, 
Ca. 

March  23  Central  Texas  Conference  Council  on  Ministries,  Ft.  Worth,  Tx. 
March  27-29  General  Board  of  Discipleship,  Nashville,  Tennessee 

April 

April  3-4  Board  of  Trustees,  Lydia  Patterson  Institute,  El  Paso,  Texas 

April  17-18  Council  of  Bishops,  Los  Angeles.  Ca. 

April  24-25  Multiple  Staff  Conference,  Holiday  Inn  South.  Oklahoma  City,  Ok. 
April  28-May  5  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  Atlantic  City,  N.  J. 

May 

May  19-20 
May  23-26 


June  7-9  Kansas  East  Annual  Conference,  Baker  Universitv.  Baldwin.  Ks. 
June  7-9  Indian  Missionary  Conference  Session,  Northeast  District  Center, 
Preston,  Okla. 

June  7-9  United  Methodist  Women  Enrichment  Weekend,  Mt.  Sequoyah, 
Fayetteville,  Ar. 

June  10-13  Southwest  Texas  Conference  Session,  Travis  Park  UMC  and  LaVillita 
Assembly  Hall,  San  Antonio,  Tx. 

June  10-14  United  Methodist  Women  West  Gulf  Regional,  Mt.  Sequoyah, 
Fayetteville,  Ar. 

June  16-21  Lab/  Seminar  Training,  Sacramento,  New  Mexico 
June  16-20  Ecumenical  Mission  Conference,  Mt.  Sequoyah,  Fayetteville,  Ar. 
June  17-21  Jurisdiction  Music  Institute,  SMU-Highland  Park  UMC,  Dallas 
June  24-27  Bishops’  Week,  Mt.  Sequoyah,  Fayetteville,  Arkansas 

July 

July  8-12  Youth  Ministry  Workshop,  Mt.  Sequoyah,  Fayetteville,  Arkansas 
July  12-13  Kansas  West  Conference  Council  on  Ministries,  Wichita,  Ks. 

July  13-19  Lab/  Seminar  Training,  Mt.  Sequoyah,  Fayetteville,  Arkansas 
June  15-August  9  Lay  Pastors  School,  Perkins  School  of  Theology,  SMU,  Dallas 

August 

August  3-4  North  Arkansas  Conference  Laymen’s  Assembly,  Mt.  Sequoyah, 
Fayetteville,  Ar. 

August  8-14  Lab/Seminar  Training,  Memorial  Drive  UMC,  Houston,  Tx. 

August  15-16  Updated  Resources  for  District  Council  ag  Ministries,  First  UMC, 
Little  Rock,  Arkansas 

September 

Sept.  3-6  New  District  Superintendents  and  Council  Directors  training,  Nashville. 


Rio  Grande  Conference  Council  on  Ministries 
Missouri  West  Conference  Session,  Central  Methodist  College, 
Fayette,  Mo. 

May  26-29  North  Texas  Conference  Session,  Sheraton  Hotel,  Dallas,  Tx. 

May  27-30  Texas  Annual  Conference,  Moody  Center,  Galveston,  Texas 
May  28-31  Little  Rock  Conference  Session,  First  UMC,  Hot  Springs,  Ar. 

May  28-31  Louisiana  Conference  Session,  Centenary  College,  Shreveport,  La. 
May  28-30  New  Mexico  Conference  Session,  Glorieta  Conference  Center, 
Glorieta,  N.  M. 

May  29-31  Kansas  West  Annual  Conference,  Kansas  Wesleyan,  Salina,  Ks. 

May  29-31  Oklahoma  Conference  Session,  Okla.  City  University,  Okla.  City, 

Okla. 

May  30-June  2  Missouri  East  Conference  Session,  Central  Methodist  College, 
Fayette,  Missouri 


September  23-24 
September  25-26 
September  27-28 


October 

October  3-8 
October  9-11 
October  9-10 
October  14-16 
October  18-19 
October  24-27 


Tn. 

Updated  Resources  for  District  Council  on  Ministries,  Renewal 
Center,  Oklahoma  City,  Ok. 

Updated  Resources  for  District  Council  on  Ministries,  First 
UMC,  Dallas 

Updated  Resources  for  District  Council  on  Ministries,  First 
UMC,  Lubbock,  Texas 


June 

June  2-5 
June  4-6 
June  4-7 
June  4-7 
Tx. 

June  6-9 


Central  Texas  Conference  Session,  Civic  Center,  Waco,  Tx. 
Northwest  Texas  Conferei  :e  Session,  Polk  Street  UMC,  Amarillo,  Tx. 
North  Arkansas  Conference  Session,  Hendrix  College,  Conway,  Ar. 
Rio  Grande  Conference  Session,  Southwestern  University,  Georgetown, 

Nebraska  Conference  Session,  Chadron,  Ne. 


Lab/Seminar  Training,  Church  of  the  Cross,  Salina,  Ks. 

Camping  is  Fun,  Presbyterian  Camp,  Parkville,  Missouri 
Jurisdiction  Council  on  Ministries 

Camping  is  Fun,  Bridgeport  Conference  Center,  Bridgeport,  Tx. 
Archives  and  History  Workshop,  Okla.  City  University,  Okla.  City 
Leisure  Time  Workshop,  Renewal  Center,  Okla.  Conference  of 
Churches,  Oklahoma  City 

October  25-26  Updated  Resources  for  District  Council  on  Ministries,  St.  Paul 
School  of  Theology,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

November 

November  4-7  Chaplains  Retreat  (National),  Kansas  City,  Missouri 

November  7-10  General  Council  on  Ministries,  Dayton,  Ohio 

November  11-14  Sharing/Caring  Conference,  Holiday  Inn  West,  Oklahoma  City.  Ok. 

December 

December  2-3  Joint  Committee  on  Communications  (SE  and  SC  Juris),  Ft. 
Lauderdale,  Florida 


Annual  Conference  Council  Directors 


Conference  Name  and  Address 

Little  Rock  Alf  A.  Eason,  715  Center  St.,  Little  Rock,  Ar.  72201 

North  Arkansas  Myers  B.  Curtis,  715  Center  St.,  Little  Rock,  Ar.  72201 

Central  Texas  Wilson  Canafax,  Box  9168,  Ft.  Worth,  Tx.  76107 

North  Texas  James  Hares,  1928  Ross  Ave.,  Dallas,  Tx.  75201 

Texas  Stewart  Clendenin,  5215  South  Main  St.,  Houston,  Tx. 

77002 

Kansas  East  John  Gingerich.  Box  4187,  Topeka,  Kansas  66604 

Kansas  West  Bruce  Blake.  151  N.  Volutsia,  Wichita,  Kansas  67214 

Louisiana  L.  Ray  Branton,  Box  4325,  Shreveport,  La.  71104 

J.  Woodrow  Hearn,  2119  -  22nd  St.,  Lake  Charles,  La. 
70601 


Missouri  East  W.  Cannon  Kinnard,  101  N.  Bemiston,  St.  Louis,  Mo 

63105 

Missouri  West  Charles  W.  Caldwell,  1512  Van  Brunt,  Kansas  City,  Mo 

64127 

Nebraska  John  F.  Wichelt,  Box  4553,  Lincoln,  Ne.  68504 

Indian  Missionary  Sampson  S,  Tims,  Box  60427,  Oklahoma  City,  Ok.  73106 
Oklahoma  Howard  Plowman,  706  Cravens  Bldg.,  Oklahoma  City, 

Ok.  73102 

New  Mexico  Hollis  Shook,  525  San  Pedro,  N.E.,  Albuquerque,  N.  M. 

87108 

Northwest  Texas  Marvin  L.  Boyd,  Box  2958,  Lubbock,  Tx.  79408 

Southwest  Texas  Sam  L.  Fore.  Box  28098.  San  Antonio,  Tx.  78284 

Rio  Grande  Dan  Rodriguez,  Box  28098,  San  Antonio.  Tx.  78284 
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a  ODELL 

GOVERNOR 


African  Methodist  bishops  want 
missionaries  only  on  request 


MBRAYER 


Candidate  cites  God's  call 


FORT  WORTH  —  Odell  McBroyer,  an  attorney  here,  cited  a 
"calling  from  God”  in  declaring  his  candidacy  for  the  Texas 
governorship.  A  GOP  hopeful.  Mr.  McBrayer  said  he  began  to 
see  God’s  political  plans  for  him  in  several  different  prayer 
meetings  where  strangers  told  him  God  wanted  him  to  run  for 
governor.  "After  the  third  instance,  I  began  to  understand  how 
real  God’s  plans  along  these  lines  were  for  me,”  the  lawyer 


explained.  A  member  of  the  Full  Gospel  Business  Men’s 
Fellowship,  Mr.  McBrayer  says  he  will  run  on  Christian 
principles,  which  he  described  as  honesty,  fairness  and 
responsibility  to  the  people.  To  emphasize  his  Christian 
campaign,  the  candidate  has  included  a  Christian  fish  symbol 
on  all  of  his  campaign  literature. 

DALLAS  TIMES  HERALD  PHOTO 


Americans  get  mission  funds 


tyEW  YORK  (UMC)—  In  a  reversal  of 
the  usual  flow  of  Christian  missions 
giving,  the  churches  of  the  Singapore 
District  of  the  Methodist  Church,  Chinese 
Annual  Conference,  have  voted  to  raise 
$500  each  for  a  Spanish-speaking  congre¬ 
gation  in  Texas  and  an  American  Indian 
congregation  in  Oklahoma. 

The  Funds  will  be  channeled  through 
the  Advance  Special,  a  ‘‘second  mile” 
mission  giving  program  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  in  the  U.S. 

The  action  may  well  be  a  ‘‘first”  for  the 
U.  S.  denomination,  according  to  Dr. 
Howard  Brinton,  of  the  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

‘‘To  my  knowledge  this  is  the  first  time 
an  overseas  church  or  annual  conference 
has  sent  missions  funds  through  the 
Advance  for  congregations  in  the  United 
States,”  Dr.  Brinton  said. 

Dr.  Brinton  termed  the  event  “sym¬ 
bolic”  of  the  “partnership  in  missions” 
thrust  of  the  denomination  and  its  shift 
toward  internationalization  of  the 
missions  concept — in  other  words,  “two 
way  street"  style  of  missions. 

The  Chinese  Methodists  funds  will  go  to 
the  Mid  Cities  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Grand  Prairie,  Tex.,  a  suburb  of 
Dallas,  to  help  the  new  congregation  in 
its  drive  for  $20,000  to  purchase  a 
building  from  another  denomination  as  a 
church  home.  The  congregation  is  a 
member  of  the  Rio  Grande  Conference, 
the  Hispanic  American,  Spanish-speak¬ 


ing  conference  within  United  Methodism, 
and  is  compromised  primarily  of  low 
income  persons  in  an  urban  setting. 

The  second  congregation  to  benefit 
from  the  Singapore  churches’  action  will 
be  the  Little  Cussetah  Church  near 
Shulter,  Okla.,  a  part  of  the  Oklahoma 
Indian  Missionary  Conference  of  the 
denomination.  Located  in  a  rural  setting 
the  congregation  currently  is  attempting 
to  raise  $20,000  for  a  new  church  building. 

Dr.  Brinton  explained  the  actions  of  the 
Singapore  churches  stemmed  from  a 
conversation  he  had  with  the  Rev.  T.  C. 
Nga,  district  superintendent  of  the 
Chinese  Conference  while  on  a  visit  to 
Singapore  during  late  1973. 

“I  was  in  Singapore  to  visit  the  chur¬ 
ches  there  and  attended  a  reception  there 
at  the  Toa  Payoh  Methodist  Center, 
which  itself  was  aided  by  Advance 
Special  funds,  from  the  United  States 
church,”  Dr.  Brinton  said. 

“I  suggested  to  Mr.  Nga  that  perhaps 
the  time  had  come  for  strong  churches 
such  as  Toa  Payoh  and  other  established 
churches  in  Singapore  to  think  of  helping 
a  very  needy  church  project  here  in 
America  among  the  poor  minority 
groups.” 

Following  his  return  to  New  York,  Dr. 
Brinton  checked  the  list  of  projects 
needing  assistance,  and  wrote  to  Mr.  Nga 
about  Mid  Cities  and  Little  Cussetah 
congregations,  suggesting  the  Singapore 
churches  might  want  to  help  one  of  them. 

Instead,  Mr.  Nga  informed  Dr.  Brinton 


the  church  today 


Woman  and  ethnic  not  pitted 
against  each  other 

KANSAS  CITY  —  Contrary  to  the 
impression  left  by  news  reports,  a  white 
woman  and  an  ethnic  male  were  not 
deliverately  pitted  against  each  other 
during  selection  of  an  executive  for  the 
new  Division  of  Emerging  Social  Issues 
of  the  Board  of  Church  and  Society. 

That’s  the  view  of  a  member  of  the 
board  who  headed  a  task  force  to  help 
locate  and  interview  candidates. 

Pauline  Niles,  who  is  also  the  president 
of  United  Methodist  Women  in  the 
Missouri  West  Conference,  said  the  fact 
that  representatives  of  these  two  groups 
emerged  as  the  top  candidates  was 
purely  coincidental. 

“We  were  only  looking  for  the  best 
people,”  she  said. 

She  noted,  however,  the  two  persons  — 
Jane  Reed  of  Chicago  and  Ignacio 
Castuera  of  Los  Angeles  —  were 
sensitive  to  the  awkward  situation  this 
had  created  and  offered  to  form  a  team. 

She  said  the  personnel  committee  was 
open  to  the  idea  but  couldn’t  work  it  out 
financially  and  were  afraid  of  running 
into  difficulty  with  the  “Discipline,” 
which  assumes  one-person  division 
heads. 

Old  Testament  gets  prime  time 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  A  two-hour 
television  special,  centering  on  the  lives 
of  two  Old  Testament  giants,  Jacob  and 
his  son  Joseph,  and  emphasizing  the 
human  story  of  the  Genesis  accounts  will 
be  a  “prime  time”  release  by  the  ABC- 
TV  network  on  Palm  Sunday,  April  7. 

Filmed  entirely  on  location  in  Israel, 
some  of  the  “shooting"  took  place  during 
the  recent  Arab-Israeli  hostilities. 
Produced  by  Mildred  Freed  Alberg  in 
association  with  Screen  Gems,  “The 
Story  of  Jacob  and  Joseph,”  begins  with 
the  birth  of  Jacob  and  Esau  and  ends 
with  the  settling  of  the  Hebrews  in  Egypt 
under  Joseph’s  leadership. 

The  drama  covers  a  period  of  about  130 
years  —  most  of  the  life  of  Jacob  —  but 
does  not  include  Jacob’s  bout  with  the 
angel  after  which  he  becomes  the  per¬ 
sonification  of  Israel. 

Women  launch  varied  projects 

LOVELAND,  Ohio  —  The  United 
Methodist  Commission  on  the  Status  and 
Role  of  Women  launched  plans  for  a 
multi-pronged  attack  on  feminist  con¬ 


cerns  during  a  full  meeting  of  the  com¬ 
mission  here  March  1-3. 

Target  projects  include: 

Formation  of  annual  conference 
commissions  and  work  with  bishops  on 
“affirmative  action”  program  for 
women. 

•  Funds  from  the  General  Council  on 
Ministries  and  Finance  and 
Administration  to  set  up  funds  for  per¬ 
sonnel  to  assist  in  employment  of  women. 

•  Publication  of  materials  on  alter¬ 
native  life  styles. 

The  group  also  requested  Garrett- 
Evangelical  Theological  Seminary  to 
reverse  their  decision  not  to  renew  the 
commission’s  office  lease. 

Churches  get  data 
on  corporations 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  Seven  of  nine 
U.S.  corporations  asked  by  churches  to 
furnish  detailed  information  on  South 
African  operations  have  agreed  to  the 
requests. 

As  a  result,  shareholder  challenges 
have  been  withdrawn  against  Colgate- 
Palmolive,  Chrysler,  Gillette,  Inter¬ 
national  Harvester,  Deare  and  Co., 
Pfizer  and  Weyerhauser. 

Disclosure  resolutions  will  appear  on 
the  shareholder  proxies  of  Union  Carbide 
and  Engelhard  Minerals  and  Chemicals, 
which  did  not  agree  to  provide  the  in¬ 
formation  requested,  according  to  the 
Interfaith  Committee  on  Church 
Responsibility  in  Invesetments  here. 

The  committee  coordinates  church 
resolutions  on  issues  of  corporate 
responsibility.  While  seven  disclosures 
measures  were  withdrawn,  a  host  of 
resolutions  involving  other  southern 
African  issues  and  domestic  employment 
practices  remain  in  effect. 

Youth  make  emergency  grants 
NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMC)  — 
Emergency  funds  totaling  $2100  have 
been  allocated  by  the  coordinating 
committee  of  the  United  Methodist 
Council  of  Youth  Ministries  (UMCYM) 
for  four  projects  including  United  Farm 
Workers  offices  in  Washington,  D.C.,  two 
African  relief  programs,  and  a  “National 
Task  Force  on  Gay  People  in  the 
Church.” 

The  UMCYM  coordinating  committee 
also  approved  $1500  from  reserves  for 
junior  high  ministry  to  be  used  by  a 
design  team  on  “Early  Adolescent 
Ministries”  to  enable  them  to  achieve 
three  goals  developed  last  November  at  a 
Consultation  on  the  Future  of  Youth 
Ministry  held  in  Oklahoma  City. 


by  letter  in  February  that  his  district  had 
voted  to  send  funds  to  aid  both  groups. 

“...the  churches  in  my  district  have 
agreed  to  raise  US  $500  for  each  of  them 
as  our  participation  in  the  ‘Global 
Ministries,’”  Mr.  Nga  wrote. 

“This  is  an  historic  occasion— mission 
to  the  United  States,”  Dr.  Brinton  said. 

And  while  the  amount  may  be  small  in 
comparison  to  funds  flowing  from  the 
U.S.  church  to  overseas  projects  it  is  a 
beginning— perhaps  the  beginning  of  a 
new  day  in  missions,  Dr.  Brinton  said. 

Rote  back  in 
seminary 
after  victory 

DALLAS(UMN) — The  athlete  that  beat 
O.  J.  Simpson,  Pete  Rose  and  defending 
champion  Bob  Seagren  in  a  smorgasbord 
of  sports  events  at  Rotunda,  Florida,  to 
become  ABC  television’s  new  “Super- 
star”  was  back  here  in  United 
Methodism’s  Perkins  School  of  Theology 
the  next  day. 

Kyle  Rote,  Jr.  is  the  epitome  of  the 
perfect  All-American  youth  and  a 
committed  Christian. 

An  Episcopalian,  the  young  athlete  is 
in  an  experimental  program  sponsored 
by  the  Episcopal  Diocese  of  Dallas  in 
cooperation  with  Southern  Methodist 
University. 

In  an  interview  on  campus,  Kyle  ex¬ 
plained  that  his  enrollment  last  fall  as  a 
theology  student  was  a  “selfish  move. 

“I  was  determined  when  my  athletic 
career  ended,”  said  the  23-year-old 
student,  “to  go  to  seminary  and  enter 
some  field  of  the  ministry. 

“But  when  I  entered  professional 
athletics,  I  began  to  see  the  unreal 
amount  of  influence  athletes  have  with 
young  people.  I  don’t  agree  with  it,  but  I 
don’t  deny  it. 

“I  felt  a  need  to  prepare  myself  to  act 
responsibly  in  this  new  role,  so  I  fulfilled 
a  selfish  desire  by  entering  seminary  a 
few  years  earlier  than  I  had  anticipated. 

“There  is  a  community  spirit  in  the 
church,”  he  offered.  “It’s  a  place  where 
people  are  concerned  about  each  other.  It 
provides  not  only  a  means  for  worship, 
but  a  feeling  that  transcends  age  dif¬ 
ferences.  We  are  all  there  for  the  same 
purpose.” 

‘Pretzels  for 
God’  revives 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  African  bishops 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church,  in  an 
unprecedented  joint  statement,  have 
advised  the  denomination  that 
missionaries  should  be  sent  to  their  lands 
only  as  “needed  and  requested”  by 
African  churches. 

Six  bishops  said  that  missionaries 
should  be  “accountable  to  the  African 
church”  and  support  from  the  U.S. 
should  be  directed  to  programs 
organized  by  African  churches  “rather 
than  around  an  individual." 

A  report  developed  by  a  consultation 
that  included  the  bishops  also  “em¬ 
phatically  discouraged  the  idea  of  life¬ 
time  missionaries  in  Africa.” 

The  bishops’  views  on  future  mission 
work  were  sought  at  a  consultation  held 
in  Salisbury,  Rhodesia  in  early 
February.  The  episcopal  statement  and 
the  report  of  the  consultation  steering 
committee  were  released  here  by  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Global 
Ministries. 

Partnership  in  mission 

Both  documents  sanctioned  the 
direction  the  board,  through  its  World 
Division,  has  taken  in  developing  part- 
nership-in-mission  between  traditional 
“missionary-sending”  and  “receiving” 
areas. 

The  consultation  left  no  doubt  that 
African  United  Methodists  in  six  coun¬ 
tries  do  not  wish  in  the  future  to  be 
passive  receivers  of  missionaries  from 
the  West. 


“We  feel  that  we  must  work  hard  to 
become  true  stewards  of  Jesus  Christ  so 
that  we  can  shoulder  our  responsibilities 
in  carrying  out  the  mission  of  Jesus  and 
His  church  in  Africa  with  a  greater 
degree  of  self-sufficiency,”  said  the 
bishops,  who  came  from  Rhodesia, 
Liberia,  Angola,  Zaire,  Mozambique,  and 
Sierra  Leone. 

The  committee’s  report  was  even 
stronger:  “The  consultation  believes  that 
the  time  has  come  for  the  preaching  of 
the  gospel  in  Africa  to  be  carried  out 
primarily  by  African  Christians  them¬ 
selves.” 

The  consultation,  set  up  by  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  to  hear  the  voice  of  the 
African  church,  came  at  a  time  when  the 
number  of  United  Methodist  mission¬ 
aries  abroad  is  declining  and  some 
evangelicals  in  the  denomination  are 
criticizing  the  board  for  what  it  feels  is 
insufficient  attention  to  evangelism. 


Technical  skills  needed 

African  bishops  asked  not  for 
evangelists  but  for  more  short-term 
missionaries  with  technical  skills  in 
medicine,  agriculture  and  other 
specialties  of  value  in  development.  They 
also  said  the  mission  board  should 
“recall  or  withdraw  ineffective 
missionaries  who  no  longer  cooperate 
with  national  leadership  and  who  have 
outgrown  their  usefulness.”  They  en¬ 
couraged  on-the-field  orientation  of  all 


Mardi  Gras  m  irth 

NEW  ORLEANS  —  Mardi  Gras,  that  annual  day  of  festive  madness  here  Just  prior 
to  the  beginning  of  Lent,  was  the  setting  for  a  young  adult  seminar  designed  to  ex¬ 
plore  the  motivation,  exploitation  and  reaction  of  persons  involved  in  the  mass 
cleebration.  Some  40  young  adults  from  all  over  the  country  attended  the  event  at 
Rayne  Memorial  United  Methodist  Church  under  the  joint  sponsorship  of  the  Board 
of  Discipleship  and  Louisiana  Conference  young  adults. 

PHOTO  BY  RAYMOND  NANCE 

Church  World  Service  alive  and  well 


missionaries. 

Each  African  church  was  asked,  in  the 
consultation  report,  to  “carefully  and 
honestly  evaluate  its  overseas 
missionary  personnel  and  decide  how 
many  of  these  persons  are  really  needed 
and  how  many  can  be  readily  replaced  by 
qualified  Africans  were  support  funds 
available.” 

As  of  January,  the  board  maintained 
192  missionaries  in  the  six  countries  with 
resident  African  bishops.  Of  those,  the 
largest  number,  65,  were  on  assignment 
to  Zaire.  In  addition,  the  denomination 
had  66  missionaries  in  other  areas,  for  a 
total  of  258  on  the  continent. 

The  episcopal  statement  was  signed  by 
Bishop  Abel  T.  Muzorewa  of  Rhodesia 
Bishop  Onema  Fama  of  Zaire,  Bishop 
Emilio  de  Carvalho  of  Angola,  Bishop 
Esciva  Zumguze  of  Mozambique,  Bishop 
Bennie  D.  Warner  of  Liberia  and  Bishop 
B.  A.  Carew  of  Sierra  Leone. 

Bishop  Carew ’s  church  is  autonomous 
but  maintains  strong  ties  with  the  U.S.- 
based  mission  board.  The  other  bishops 
preside  over  areas  which  are  parts  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church. 

In  addition  to  the  African  bishops,  the 
consultation  in  Salisbury  included  other 
representatives  of  African  United 
Methodists,  four  U.S.  bishops,  staff 
members  of  the  mission  board  and 
several  lay  and  clerical  directors  of  that 
agency. 

The  meeting  was  initially  scheduled  for 
Malawi  but  was  shifted  to  Rhodesia 
because  of  political  tension.  Sessions 
were  held  at  Ranche  House  College. 
Black  bishops  from  outside  Rhodesia  had 
no  difficulty  entering  the  country,  which 
has  a  white  supremist  government,  as 
some  had  feared. 

First  bi-lateral  consultation 

The  Salisbury  sessions  represented  the 
first  time  that  indigenous  African  United 
Methodist  leadership  and  represen¬ 
tatives  of  the  church  in  America  had 
come  together  to  consider  the  future  of 
missions. 

Both  the  African  bishops  and  the 
consultation  as  a  whole  said  churches  in 
Africa  want  to  host  “persons  in  mission,” 
that  is,  missionaries  from  abroad. 

But  they  left  no  doubt  that  the  Africans 
do  not  welcome  unrequested  personnel 
and  want  no  missionaries  who  are  not 
answerable  to  the  African  churches.  The 
bishops  accepted  the  basic  philosophy  of 
a  Board  of  Global  Ministries  working 
paper  on  “Persons  in  Mission:  An 
Invitation  to  Dialogue.” 

That  paper,  discussed  in  Salisbury, 
states  that  “top  priority  must  be  given  to 
developing  an  affirming  national 
leadership  in  mission.” 


Philosophy  changes  with  needs 


old  custom 

PHOENIX  (EP)  —  Christians  here  are 
pushing  to  revive  the  custom  of  using 
pretzels  to  remind  people  of  their 
responsibilities  toward  God  —  especially 
in  the  pre-Easter  season  of  Lent. 

“Pretzels  for  God”  is  the  title  of  a 
movement  originating  here  to  make  the 
lowly  pretzel  a  part  of  the  40-day  period 
of  penitence  and  spiritual  renewal. 

“The  idea  has  caught  on  tremendously 
here,  among  young  and  old,  Catholics 
and  Protestants,”  Marlene  McCauley 
told  AP  Religion  Writer  George  Cornell. 
“(The  Pretzel)  is  a  holy  symbol  of  prayer 
and  penance ...  a  sign  of  Christian 
love,”  she  added. 

The  group  admonished  families  at  the 
start  of  Lent  on  Ash  Wednesday  to  ex¬ 
plain  to  children  the  religious  origin  of 
the  pretzel,  to  serve  it  on  each  plate  each 
day  of  Lent  at  the  evening  meal,  opening 
with  a  “pretzel  prayer.” 

The  pretzel  was  first  designed  by  a 
priest  in  the  fifth  century  who  called  it 
“bracellae,”  Latin  for  “little  arms.”  The 
dough  was  shaped  in  the  form  of  arms 
crossed  in  prayer.  Germans  called  it 
“brezel,”  and  later  “pretzel.” 

Observing  the  “arms  folded  in 
prayer,”  the  Pretzelites  pray:  “Grant 
us,  we  pray,  that  we  too  may  be 
reminded  by  the  daily  sight  of  these 
pretzels  to  observe  the  holy  season  of 
Lent  with  true  devotion  and  great 
spiritual  fruit.” 


By  BILL  BUCHANAN 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

ELKHART,  Ind.  —  They  don’t 
necessarily  want  the  shirt  off  your  back. 
But  if  you’ve  got  an  extra  one  hanging  in 
the  closet  the  folks  at  Church  World 
Service  Clothing  Appeal  here  will  be 
happy  to  take  it  off  your  hands. 

As  a  matter  of  fact  they’d  like  to  take 
about  2  million  pounds  of  clothing  — 
preferably  light,  summer  garments  — 
and  blankets  off  your  hands  to  send  to  the 
world’s  needy. 

Those  who  have  followed  the  work  of 
the  Clothing  Appeal  —  an  arm  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches  whose 
members  include  the  United  Methodist 
Church  —  will  recognize  that  the  2 
million  figure  is  a  significant  decrease 
from  the  10  million  being  sought  several 
years  ago. 

Likewise,  the  request  for  summer 
garments,  as  opposed  to  winter  wear, 
probably  will  strike  some  persons  oddly. 

The  switch  from  winter  to  summer 
clothing  and  the  reduction  in  requests 
speak  not  of  a  waning  organization,  but, 
rather  of  rapidly  changing  world  con¬ 
ditions  and  needs,  situations  which  have 
caused  the  Appeal  to  shift  its  focus  from 
the  cooler  climes  of  northern  Europe  to 
the  tropical  areas  of  Asia,  Africa  and 
Latin  America,  according  to  a 
spokesperson  here. 

The  crisis  conditions  which 
necessitated  sending  millions  of  pounds 
of  clothing  to  the  world’s  colder  regions, 
if  not  resolved,  are  at  least  under  control, 
so  the  work  of  the  clothing  appeal  has 
moved  on. 

And  with  the  relocation  of  its  concern 
to  tropical  climes  has  come  a  changing 
emphasis  in  the  Appeal’s  philosophy. 

“It  isn’t  how  much  we  hand  out 
anymore,”  explains  Ms.  J.  C.  McCray, 
the  program’s  administrator,  “but  what 
we  can  provide  that  will  help  people  to 
help  themselves.  This  means  a  different 
approach.  Funds  are  needed  to  provide 
new  sewing  machines  for  sewing  classes. 
Fabrics  are  also  needed.” 

Of  the  clothing  being  requested,  con¬ 
tinued  Ms.  McCray,,  the  emphasis  is 
being  put  on  babies’  layettes  and  children 
and  men’s  clothing.  Women’s  clothing  is 
no  longer  a  significant  need  as  the  Appeal 
continues  to  put  a  major  emphasis  on 
training  women  to  make  their  own 
clothes. 

It  is  hoped  that  women  in  the  areas  now 
being  served  by  the  appeal  will  one  day 
become  adept  enough  at  the  process  to 
make  clothing  for  their  entire  families. 


Although  requests  for  clothing  is 
somewhat  on  the  wane,  the  need  for 
blankets  is  on  the  increase.  Blankets, 
explained  the  administrator,  are  used 
primarily  in  response  to  disaster,  and 
“we  live  in  a  disaster-prone  world.” 

She  said  that  blankets  are  needed  along 
with  cash  ($3  per  blanket)  or  S&H  Green 
Stamp  books  with  which  to  purchase 
blankets. 

Among  the  changing  world  conditions 
that  have  affected  the  Appeal’s  operation 
are  changing  conditions  in  the  U.S.,  said 
Ms.  McCray. 

Once  a  familiar  sight  in  many  com¬ 
munities,  Church  World  Service  (CWS) 
trucks  used  for  picking  up  clothing  are 
rapidly  disappearing  from  the  scene. 
With  the  fuel  shortage  and  other 
economic  factors  the  trucking  operation 
has  become  impractical  on  a  mass  scale. 

The  trucks  now  have  a  reduced 
schedule  of  visits  and  operate  only  in 
Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Vermont, 
Connecticut,  Rhode  Island,  Massachu¬ 
setts,  New  York.  Pennsylvania,  Mary¬ 


land,  Delaware,  New  Jersey,  Washing¬ 
ton,  D.C.,  Ohio,  Virginia,  North  Carolina 
and  Florida. 

“We  hope  those  living  in  areas  still 
served  by  CWS  trucks  will  continue  to 
concentrate  on  the  very  highest  quality 
clothing,  both  new  and  used,  for  babies, 
children  and  men.  In  addition,  school 
kits,  sewing  fabric  kits  and  personal 
health  kits  are  greatly  needed,”  said  Ms. 
McCray. 

The  administrator  said  that  persons 
who  do  not  have  trucking  service  but  who 
wish  to  participate  in  the  program  should 
send  clothing  to  the  Church  World  Ser¬ 
vice  Center,  New  Windsor,  Maryland 
21776,  or  financial  contributions  to  CWS 
Clothing  Appeal,  Box  968,  Elkhart, 
Indiana  46514. 

Despite  the  many  recent  changes, 
added  Ms.  McCray,  “I  want  to  reaffirm 
that  Church  World  Service  is  a  live, 
active  Christian  ministry,  and  that  the 
Clothing  Appeal  has  shifted  emphasis  to 
meet  present  needs  and  to  do  so  in  the 
most  economical  way  it  can.” 


1974  ALICE  PLETZ  TOURS 

Division  of  Rennert  World  Travel,  Inc. 

Tours 

Date 

•  Holyland/  Europe 

Apr.  8-22 

•  Iberian  Holiday 

May  30-June  20 

(Spain,  Portugal,  North  Africa) 

•  Hawaii  Fun  Festival 

July  5-12 

(3  islands) 

•  South  America 

Aug  16-Sept  6 

•  South  Pacific 

Oct  1-15 

Michael  Sauder,  Alice  Pletz  S 

Directors 
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Methodist  layman  draws 
his  Christian  witness 


By  JUDY  FROESE 
Staff  Writer 

RICHMOND,  Va.  -  Carl  “Chick” 
Larsen,  a  United  Methodist  layman, 
“draws”  his  Christian  witness. 

His  pursuit  of  a  personal  un¬ 
derstanding  of  Christ  has  resulted  in 
a  series  of  portraits  of  persons  who 
saw  Christ. 

Mr.  Larsen,  editorial  cartoonist 
for  the  “Times-Dispatch”  here, 
claims  they  were  created  primarily 
to  help  himself,  but  their  influence 
has  been  felt  by  many. 

A  willingness  to  share  his  faith  has 
led  the  artist  to  carry  the  series  to 
many  churches  of  various 
denominations  across  the  state. 
Mr.  Larsen  presents  his  series  at 
“witness  sessions"  in  which  he 
reads  from  the  scriptures  and  gives 
commentaries  on  the  portraits. 

Created  as  tools  of  witness,  the 
portraits  are  designed  on  linoleum 
blocks.  A  multi-talented  artist,  Mr. 
Larsen  also  works  with  woodcuts. 

His  work  has  appeared  in  the 
“Catholic  Virginian,”  the  “Virginia 


Advocate”  and  “Commonwealth” 
magazine.  Many  of  his  “secular” 
cartoons  are  favorites  of  the  sub¬ 
jects  —  President  Nixon,  Senator 
Harry  Byrd  and  Walter  Cronkite. 

Communication  of  his  Christian 
faith  is  not  limited  to  art.  Eager  to 
share  his  commitmeht  to  Christ,  he 
may  be  found  playing  the  trombone, 
singing  or  teaching  a  church  school 
class  of  young  people  at  Highland 
Park  United  Methodist  Church  as  he 
has  done  for  the  past  26  years. 

In  addition,  he  leads  workshops  on 
block  printing  at  the  Virginia 
Wesleyan  Creative  Arts  Workshop 
for  Virginia  Conference  youth. 

Chick  Larsen,  who  inherited  that 
nickname  when  he  once  exhibited  an 
unusual  capacity  for  eating  chicken, 
loves  people  ;  and  his  enthusiasm  for 
working  with  and  relating  to  people 
is  readily  apparent. 

Life,  he  says,  is  believing  in 
something,  living  by  it  and  sharing  it 
with  others.  Winner  of  many 
professional  awards,  Mr.  Larsen 
reflects,  “Without  my  faith,  I  can’t 
do  anything.” 


The  mob  shouted,  ‘Crucify  him!  Crucify  him!’ 
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Split  occurs  j Editors  share  ideas  and  plans\ 

ill  SGCt  OVCF  First  TM/UMR  workshop  brings  together  communicators 

Garner  Ted 


Exchange  planned  with 
Russian  church  heads 


PASADENA,  Calif.  (RNS)  —  Six 
ministers  have  resigned  from  Herbert  W. 
Armstrong’s  Worldwide  Church  of  God  in 
the  first  major  split  in  the  sect’s  43-year 
history. 

In  a  12-page  statement  that  was  mailed 
to  members  of  the  sect,  the  ministers 
alleged  that  Garner  Ted  Armstrong, 
executive  vice-president  of  the  sect  and 
host  of  the  World  Tomorrow  broadcast, 
had  committed  adultery  that  was  con¬ 
cealed  from  the  members  by  his  father. 

They  also  criticized  what  they  felt  has 
been  ostentatious  use  of  contributions 
from  members  by  the  top  leadership,  and 
the  harsh  nature  of  some  of  the  Arm¬ 
strong  doctrines. 

In  January  1972,  Garner  Ted  Arm¬ 
strong  was  “Disfellowshipped”  from  the 
sect  and  given  a  four -month  leave  of 
absence  to  have  time  for  “repentance” 
and  problem  solving.  Herbert  Armstrong 
issued  a  statement  at  the  time  saying 
that  his  son  had  been  released  from 
responsibilities  because  of  “personal, 
emotional  problems”  that  led  to  “con¬ 
duct  inconsistent  with  the  high  standard 
of  the  church  for  a  minister.” 

A  report  by  Russell  Chandler  and  Bert 
Mann  in  the  Los  Angeles  Times  said  that 
Garner  Ted  wrote  a  letter  to  his  father  at 
the  time,  in  which  he  confessed,  “I  have 
no  excuses.  I  sinned  mightily  against 
God,  against  His  church  and  His  Apostle; 
against  the  wife  God  gave  me  in  my 
youth;  against  all  my  closest  friends.” 

Among  the  doctrines  of  the  sect  that 
have  stirred  dissent  are  the  teaching  that 
the  re  marriage  of  divorced  persons  is 
adultery  and  the  practice  of  a  “third 
tithe.” 

Under  the  “third  tithe”  system,  a 
member  gives  one-tenth  of  annual  in¬ 
come  to  the  general  works  of  the  sect,  a 
second  tenth  for  personal  religious 
obligations  (including  a  requirement  for 
members  to  spend  eight  days  each 
Summer  at  regional  conventions),  and  a 
third  tenth  collected  every  three  years 
for  “widows,  orphans,  and  the  destitute.” 

Describing  the  Worldwide  Church  of 
God,  the  Los  Angeles  Times  article  said: 

“The  non-Trinitarian,  fundamentalist 
church  was  founded  in  Oregon  in  1931  and 
follows  Old  Testament  Judaism  and  a 
Saturday  sabbath  .  .  .  Local  congrega¬ 
tions  meet  in  unmarked,  rented  halls,  do 
not  advertise,  are  not  listed  in  telephone 
books,  and  turn  away  visitors  who  are  not 
properly  cleared.” 


TM/UMR  STAFF  SPECIAL 

DALLAS  —  “Many  lay  people  in  the 
church  have  exciting  ideas.  It’s  good  to 
know  that  sort  of  strength  and  ex¬ 
citement  is  coming  out  of  the  local 
church  and  that  we  have  an  instrument 
for  sharing  it  with  other  congregations.” 

This  was  the  sentiment  expressed  last 
week  by  Clara  Kerr,  editor  of  the 
Western  Pennsylvania  United  Methodist 
Reporter,  who  came  here  for  a  two-day 
workshop  along  with  editors  from  18 
other  annual  conferences  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

The  weekend  event  was  a  first-of-its- 
kind  meeting  of  training,  planning  and 
sharing  among  the  professionals  who 
weekly  put  together  the  front  page 
editions  of  the  22  annual  conferences 
which  use  the  Texas  Methodist/United 
Methodist  Reporter  newspaper  service 
and  those  who  put  together  the  inside 
pages. 

Discussing  their  purpose,  all  agreed 
the  paper  is  more  than  just  an  organ  to 
disseminate  news  as  the  secular  press 
does.  There  is,  agreed  the  editors,  an 
element  of  ministry  involved  in  putting 
out  such  a  newspaper. 

Editors  deal  with  grace  as 
well  as  news 

“There’s  one  word  that  applies  to  us  in 
this  business  (religious  journalism) 
that’s  not  considered  by  the  secular 
press.  And  that  word  is  ‘grace,’  ”  said 
Ray  Wilson,  editor  of  News  Pulse,  the 
Southern  California-Arizona  Conference 
edition. 

And  that  pretty  well  summed  up  the 
attitude  of  most  qf  the  others  as  they 
considered  the  dual  nature  of  their  jobs: 
being  editors  and  being  representatives 
for  Christ. 

Reflecting  later,  David  Swope  from  the 
Califomia-Nevada  Conference  noted  the 
editors  are  part  of  a  larger  com¬ 
munications  force  in  United  Methodism. 
“Improving  our  skills  will  make  us  better 
agents  of  the  media.  For  me,  it  is  exciting 
to  be  part  of  it  all  and  to  sense  the 
potential,”  he  said. 

A  discussion  of  specific  functions  the 
newspaper  serves  in  the  conferences 
reflected  a  varied  use  of  the  TM/UMR: 
creating  a  “community  of  Christians 
with  the  United  Methodist  Church,” 
providing  information  and  an  outlet  for 
lay  persons,  promoting  the  programs  of 
the  Council  on  Ministries  and/or  the 


bishops  and  the  annual  conferences, 
sharing  meaningful  events  in  local 
churches  as  models  or  inspiration  for 
other  congregations. 

A  key:  the  local  church 
The  importance  of  the  local  church 
turned  out  to  be  one  of  the  major  thrusts 
of  the  meeting. 

“We  often  act  on  the  assumption  that 
the  needs  are  in  the  local  church  and  the 
resources  are  on  the  conference  or 
agency  level  but  that’s  not  true,”  said 
Anders  Lunt,  editor  of  Act/Com  in  the 
Baltimore  Conference. 

“A  lot  of  local  churches  have  found 
answers,  and  it’s  important  that  there  be 
a  medium  by  which  one  local  church  can 
say  to  a  lot  of  other  local  churches,  ‘Look, 
we’ve  found  an  answer;  maybe  it  will 
work  for  you.’  ” 

Another  concern  on  the  minds  of  the 
editors  was  how  to  relate  the  news  of  the 
people  and  issues  in  their  region  to  news 
carried  in  the  inside  pages  of  the 
publication. 

The  editors  were  told  that  in  addition  to 
reporting  events  of  the  general  church, 
the  TM/UMR  staff  also  searches  out 
local  news  which  is  felt  to  be  of  interest 
across  the  country. 

TM/UMR  editor  Spurgeon  M.  Dun- 
nam  III  pointed  out,  “Every  story  is  local 
somewhere.”  The  conference  editors, 
who  are  based  all  across  the  country 
from  coast  to  coast,  were  urged  to  con¬ 
sider  themselves  "stringers,”  that  is, 
news  agents  for  the  inside  pages. 
Conference  editors  to  be  used 
as  news  agents 

Dallas  and  conference  editors  agreed 
preliminarily  on  a  system  whereby 
conference  personnel  will  be  aware  of 
items  of  general  interest  which  affect 
their  region. 

While  sharing  ideas  on  what  news  is, 
Ray  Wilson  mentioned  his  criteria  for 
choosing  a  story.  He  said  he  asks  himself 
what  difference  the  information  in  the 
story  will  make  10  years  from  now. 

After  dealing  with  practical  matters  of 
layout,  use  of  pictures,  etc.  the  par¬ 
ticipants  discussed  what  issues  they  see 
emerging  in  church  news  in  the  next  few 
years. 

Three  items  were  at  the  top  of  most 
lists:  equalization  of  lay  and  clergy 
representatives  in  annual  conferences, 
the  problem  of  recruting  leaders  from 
minorities  and  making  the  best  and 
fairest  use  of  clergy  within  our  ap¬ 
pointive  system. 


Editors  attending  the  conference  in¬ 
cluded  Richard  Bailey,  Peninsula; 
Beverly  Boche,  Minnesota;  Joyce 
Brown,  Central  Texas;  Sam  Fore,  South¬ 
west  Texas;  Abel  Gomez,  Rio  Grande; 
Vernon  Henderson,  Northwest  Texas; 
Clara  Kerr,  Western  Pennsylvania;  John 
Lundy,  Holston,  Anders  Lunt, 
Baltimore;  Charles  McEowen,  Missouri 
Area;  Janet  McNish,  Tennessee; 
Jeannie  Rimes,  Kansas  East;  Twila 
Roller,  New  Mexico;  Clarence  Smith, 
Rocky  Mountain;  April  Stevens,  North 
Texas;  David  Swope,  California- 
Nevada;  Ray  Wilson,  Southern 
California-Arizona,  and  Eleanor  Wright, 
Texas. 

Editors  not  able  to  attend  were  Cecil 
Bland  Jr.  of  Louisiana  and  Doris 
Buhrman  of  Florida. 

It  is  anticipated  that  a  similar  editors’ 
conferences  will  be  provided  each  spring 
for  those  conferences  which  have  TM/ 
UMR  editions. 


Mainline  churches  are  reviving 


WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (RNS)  - 
America’s  “main-line”  churches  may  be 
on  the  brink  of  a  revival  emphasizing  the 
personal  aspects  of  religion  and  the 
needs  of  the  individual,  according  to  an 
article  in  U.S.  News  and  World  Report. 

The  article  in  the  Feb.  25  issue,  titled 
“A  Comeback  for  ‘Main  Line' 
Religion?”,  says  that  the  resurgence  of 
life  and  interest  in  institutional 
Christianity  has  come  out  of  “a  general 
religious  stirring  in  the  nation  that  not 
only  has  spurred  the  dramatic  rise  of 
‘Jesus  freaks’  and  exotic  cults,  but  is 
making  itself  felt  in  the  more  traditional 
churches  as  well.” 

It  quotes  Dr.  John  W.  Meister,  director 
of  the  United  Presbyterian  Council  of 
Theological  Seminaries,  who  commented 
that  "in  the  social  excitement  of  the  last 
10  years,  religion  has  been  sort  of  beside 
the  point,  but  now  things  have  changed.  I 
have  yet  to  see  a  church  that  isn’t  ex¬ 
periencing  a  new  vitality  of  some  sort.” 

This  movement,  U.S.  News  and  World 
Report  says,  "is  beginning  among  the 
local  congregations  and  pastors  and 
working  its  way  up  to  the  top  ranks.  Its 
key  ingredient  is  a  renewed  interest  in 
the  more  personal  and  emotional  aspects 


of  religion  and  a  greater  emphasis  on  the 
needs  of  the  individual  person.” 

Claire  Randall,  general  secretary  of 
the  National  Council  of  Churches,  is 
quoted  in  the  article  as  commenting  that 
“the  tone  of  churches,  like  a  lot  of  other 
organizations,  is  being  set  at  the  local 
level,  because  everyone  seems  to 
mistrust  strong  central  leadership.” 

Ms.  Randall  also  declared  that  “for 
years,  Americans  have  cherished  the 
hope  that  it  is  only  a  matter  of  time 
before  man  learns  to  solve  all  the  world’s 
problems.  Now  science  and  technology 
seem  to  have  failed,  and  people  are 
looking  for  something  more  basic  to  put 
their  faith  in.” 

Describing  the  vitality  of  local 
congregations,  U.S.  News  reports  that 
“although  it  does  not  show  up  in  the 
national  statistics,  many  neighborhood 
churches  are  thriving  despite  the 
malaise  that  has  afflicted  main-line 
denominations  as  institutions.  While 
national  denominations  are  backing 
away  from  the  large-scale  programs  of 
social  action  that  often  anger  their 
parishioners,  hundreds  of  local 
congregations  have  launched  flourishing 


NEW  YORK  (RUNS)  —  Eighteen 
American  Protestant  and  Eastern 
Orthodox  leaders  will  visit  the  Soviet 
Union  later  this  year  in  the  first  stage  of 
an  exchange  that  could  bring  the 
Patriarch  of  the  Russian  Orthodox 
Church  to  the  U.S.  in  1975. 

Plans  for  the  exchange  were  disclosed 
in  Los  Angeles  during  a  recent  meeting  of 
the  National  Council  of  Churches’ 
Governing  Board. 

A  report  prepared  by  the  Council’s 
executive  committee  said  that  details  for 
the  first  stage,  set  for  Aug.  26  through 
Sept.  18,  are  complete. 

The  brief  report  said  nothing  about  the 
return  visit  by  the  Russian  delegation  — 
except  for  the  dates,  Feb.  15  to  March  8, 
1975.  There  are,  however,  strong  in¬ 
dications  that  Patriarch  Pimen  of 
Moscow  may  head  the  Russian  group, 
expected  to  include  representatives  of 
several  Christian  communities  in  Russia. 

The  International  political  climate, 
especially  the  state  of  U.S. -Soviet 
detente,  will  undoubtedly  play  some  role 


in  determining  whether  the  Patriarch 
visits  America. 

Purpose  of  the  exchange  of  delegates  is 
to  foster  mutual  understanding  between 
churches  in  the  U.S.  and  the  Soviet  Union 
and  to  probe  issues  of  common  conern. 

According  to  the  executive  committee 
report,  the  18  Americans  will  represent 
the  National  Council  constituency,  made 
up  of  31  Protestant  and  Orthodox  chur¬ 
ches.  Bishop  James  K.  Mathews  of 
Washington,  D.C.  is  the  United  Methodist 
representative  in  the  delegation. 

The  report  said  the  Americans  will 
hold  discussions  with  Russian  Christians 
on  the  topic  “Jesus  Christ  Frees  and 
Unites,”  the  theme  of  the  World  Council 
of  Churches’  1975  General  Assembly  in 
Indonesia. 

U.S.  participants  will  prepare  a  half 
dozen  papers  for  discussion  in  Moscow 
and  Leningrad.  Theological  foundations, 
human  rights  and  Christian  community, 
peace,  law  and  theology  and  the  life  of 
the  church  will  be  considered  under  the 
general  theme. 


campaigns  to  help  the  poor  in  their  own 
communities.” 

The  article,  which  deals  only  with 
Protestant  churches,  lists  as  “mainline” 
churches  the  American  and  Southern 
Baptists,  the  Christian  Church  (Disciples 
of  Christ),  the  Episcopal  Church,  the 
three  major  Lutheran  denominations, 
the  two  major  Presbyterian 
denominations,  the  United  Church  of 
Christ  and  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

It  points  out,  however,  that  “in  terms 
of  membership,  this  religious  swing  so 
far  has  benefited  mostly  the  evangelical 
or  fundamentalist  churches  —  Assem¬ 
blies  of  God  and  Seventh-day  Adventists, 
for  instance,  along  with  the  Southern 
Baptists,  the  largest  and  most 
evangelical  of  Baptist  groups.” 

|  Poem  of  the  Week 

By  ED  GARDNER 

Our  human  pride  is  unstable: 

Along  side  God’s  Word 
Human  speech  is  all  babble; 

Along  side  Christ's  Cross 
Human  towers  all  tumble. 


Two  NEW  General  Periodicals  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church 


United  Methodists  TODAY 

The  people  magazine — that's  TODAY! 
The  feature  articles  that  are  a  regular  part 
of  the  magazine  speak  to  individuals 
in  their  various  stages  of  spiritual  growth. 
They  inspire,  interest,  and  help  all 
kinds  of  people.  Read  TODAY  yourself 
for  challenge  and  pleasure. 


NEWSCOPE 

NEWSCOPE,  the  popular  national  weekly 
newsletter  for  United  Methodists, 
keeps  a  check  on  the  pulse  of  church 
activities.  Its  chatty,  informal  format 
presents  the  very  latest  information  on 
everything  from  Annual  Conferences  to 
bishops  and  budgeting. 


Enjoy  both  of  these  excellent 
publications  in  1974 

...  by  taking  advantage  of  our  special 
combination  subscription  offer.  You 
will  receive  TODAY  for  one  year  (12 
issues)  and  NEWSCOPE  for  six  months 
(26  issues)  for  only  $7.50! 


JUST  FILL  OUT  THIS  HANDY  ORDER  FORM 

□  YES,  I  would  like  the  special  combination 
subscription  to  TODAY  and  NEWSCOPE  lor  $7.50 

□  Check/money  order  enclosed  □  Bill  me  later 


RETURN  TO: 

United  Methodists  TODAY 
201  Eighth  Avenue,  South 
Nashville,  Tennessee  37202 
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MINISTERS  HOME:  [LEFT]  Rev.  James  Adams,  chairman.  Retired  Ministers 
Homes  Board;  Rev.  Henry  Blount.  First  Church,  Natchitoches,  pastor;  Rev.  Ed 
Thomas,  Natchitoches  District  Superintendent;  and  Mr.  Ralph  Guinn,  builder  are 
shown  signing  the  contract  to  build  a  Retired  Minister’s  Home  in  Natchitoches  at  a 
cost  of  $24,800.  Land  was  donated  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sidney  B.  Evans,  Jr.,  with  a 
completion  date  on  the  home  in  May.  First  occupant  will  be  the  Rev.  Daniel  R.  Deen 
who  retires  this  year  from  the  Church  Point-Maxie  Charge. 

Bishop’s  message 

;j:  We  approach  the  time  of  year  when  Pastor-Parish  Committees  bestir  £ 
*  themselves  more  often  than  in  the  summer  and  autumn.  It  therefore  seems  £ 
appropriate  to  offer  counsel  to  these  committees  and  to  those  interested  in  their  £ 
work. 

It  is  quite  imperative  that  all  committee  members  and  pastors  read  and  •> 
v  understand  thoroughly  Paragraph  162.2  in  the  Book  of  Discipline.  A  careful 
reading  of  this  section  will  make  plain  what  the  committee  is  and  what  the  £ 
£  committee  is  not.  Look  at  the  latter;  the  Pastor-Parish  Relations  Committee  $ 
clearly  is  not  a  “pulpit  committee”  in  the  Baptist  or  Disciples  sense  of  that  £ 
£  phrase.  It  is  not  an  appeals  group;  it  is  not  established  to  judge  either  the  pastor  £ 
§  or  the  congregation.  It  is  not  a  group  who  “picks  the  pastor  or  runs  him  off.”  £ 
•j;  What,  then,  is  the  committee?  Actually,  it  is  the  strong  right  arm  of  the  pastor  $ 
£  in  the  congregation,  for  as  the  Book  says,  its  “primary  function  is  to  aid  the  £ 
pastor  in  making  an  effective  ministry  by  being  available  for  counsel,  keeping  £ 
£  the  pastor  advised  concerning  conditions  within  the  congregation  as  they  affect 
relations  between  pastor  and  the  people,  and  continually  interpreting  to  the  £ 
people  the  nature  and  function  of  the  pastoral  office.”  The  bond  between  the  X 
£  committee  and  the  pastor  should  be  a  sacred  bond  of  mutual  understanding  and  £ 
£  mutual  commitment  to  the  task  of  total  ministry  in  the  church.  £ 

£  I  think  of  one  woman  on  a  Pastor-Parish  Committee  who  recently  fulfilled  her  £: 
£  role  by  doing  three  things.  First,  she  forthrightly  told  the  town  gossip  to  quit  £ 
v  running  down  her  preacher  and  all  other  preachers  in  the  community.  Second,  £ 
£  she  urged  a  careful  consideration  for  better  parsonage  facilities  and  fur-  £ 
•j:  nishings,  so  that  the  parsonage  family  might  be  more  comfortably  housed.  > 
£  Thirdly,  she  invited  her  pastor  and  his  wife  to  dinner  and  tactfully  but  loyally  £ 
£  suggested  a  stronger  program  of  pastoral  visitation  in  the  parish,  and  offered 
£  her  own  services  wherever  it  might  be  helpful.  £ 

Sometimes  pastors  need  a  sharing  of  the  wisdom  of  well-informed  lay  people ;  $ 
£  members  of  this  committee  should  be  those  people  who  will  help  in  this  regard,  £ 
£  since  indeed  the  Book  of  Discipline  says  that  the  members  of  the  committee  £ 
£  should  ever  “be  sensitive  to  the  relationship  between  pastor  and  people.”  £ 
£  Ours  is  an  itinerant  system  of  ministerial  placement,  and  changes  in  pastoral  £ 
£  leadership  are  naturally  often  indicated  in  such  a  system.  This  committee  is  the  £ 
£  official  body  with  whom  the  District  Superintendent  deals  in  this  matter,  and  as  £ 
••  such,  should  be  composed  of  very  solid,  stable,  and  loyal  laypersons,  of  whom  £ 
£  there  are  many  in  our  Louisiana  United  Methodist  churches.  For  a  more  ef-  £ 
:•  fective  functioning  of  the  committee,  please  read  the  entire  section  in  the  £ 
j:  Discipline  beginning -with -No.  162  and  continuing  through  six  paragraphs.  £ 
£  Many  Pastor-Parish  groups  have  taken  the  time  to  write  the  Bishop  a  word  of  £ 
£  commendation  and  appreciation  for  their  pastoral  shepherd  in  their  local  £ 
£  church.  These  reports  are  gratefully  received.  :£ 

£  May  the  good  Lord  bless  all  Pastor-Parish  Committees  in  their  sacred  work.  £ 

£  Faithfully,  £ 


Bishop 


[LEFT  TO  RIGHT]  Mss.  Terry.  Simmons.  McCullough,  Hawkins 

\  Around  our  Conference 


recording  services,  LSU, 

Dr.  Robert  F.  Harrington,  New 
Orleans  District  superintendent,  brought 
the  morning  sermon,  titled  “A  Fixed 
Heart,”  at  Trinity  Church,  Buras, 
January  20.  After  the  worship  service, 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Harrington,  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
Robert  C.  Eaker,  pastor,  and  the 
congregation  enjoyed  a  covered  dish 
luncheon. 

Mrs.  Florence  Bell,  3745  Kings  High¬ 
way,  Jackson,  Mississippi  39216,  invites 
readers  to  share  any  amusing  incidents 
that  have  happened  in  their  churches. 
Mrs.  Bell  is  compiling  a  book  of  such 
incidents  (true  and  original),  anecdotes, 
etc.  She  would  like  to  hear  from  retired 
ministers  and  their  wives  or  widows,  or 
anyone. 

Information  concerning  “The  Living 
Word  and  the  World,"  this  summer’s 
educational  program  at  the  University  of 
Edinburgh,  Scotland  may  be  obtained  by 
writing  or  calling  the  Conference  Office, 
P.  0.  Box  4325,  Shreveport,  Louisiana 
71104  for  a  description  brochure. 


Centenary  Church  of  Franklinton  held 
a  week-end  missions  conference 
recently,  along  with  Fisher  church  of 
that  circuit.  Principals  were  the  Revs.  M. 
Ray  Holt,  and  Richard  E.  Walton,  Mr.  J. 
G.  Bridges  and  Mrs.  Eva  Wilson.  Holt  is 
head  of  the  Spanish  speaking  ministry  in 
New  Orleans;  Mr.  Walton  is  director  of 
the  United  Methodist  Home  for  Abused 
and  Neglected  Children  in  New  Orleans; 
Mr.  Bridges  is  executive  director  of 
MacDonell  Children’s  Services  in 
Houma,  and  Mrs.  Wilson  serves  on  the 
Dulac  Community  Center  Staff. 

An  Appreciation  Reception  was  held  in 
January  for  Mrs.  Herschel  Sandefur  and 
Mrs.  W.  K.  Norman  in  the  Fellowship 
hall  of  First  church,  Natchitoches  to 
honor  them  for  their  work  as  church 
secretary  for  14  years  and  pastor’s 
secretary  for  nine  years,  respectively,  on 
the  occasion  of  their  retirement. 

Mrs.  John  W.  Bachinger,  recently  took 
over  as  president  of  the  Methodist  Home 
Hospital  Auxiliary  of  New  Orleans  from 
the  outgoing  president,  Mrs.  Arthur  W. 
Freeman.  Mrs.  Bachinger  is  a  member 
of  St.  Luke’s  church  and  Mrs.  Freeman  is 
a  member  of  the  Belle  Chase  church. 

Gretna  church  of  New  Orleans  reports 
the  following  good  news  about  their 
church;  118  new  members  joined  in  1973; 
average  attendance  at  church  School  is 
now  200  per  Sunday  ;  the  church  budget 
has  been  oversubscribed  5%;  additional 
rooms  are  being  hunted  to  house  addi¬ 
tional  classes,  and  a  half-million  dollar 
building  program  is  in  the  works.  Rev. 
George  W.  Harbuck  is  pastor. 

Dr.  D.  L.  Dykes,  Jr.,  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Shreveport  was  the  evangelist  at 
spring  revival  services  at  First  Church, 
Monroe,  Mar.  17,  18,  19.  Soloist  and  song 
leader  was  Ralph  Newell,  director  of 


Doctor’s  Day 

Saturday,  Mar.  30  is  Doctor’s  Day 
nationwide.  This  day  in  history  marks 
the  first  usage  of  ether  during  a  surgical 
procedure  by  Dr.  Crawford  W.  Long  of 
Georgia  in  1842  and  honors  the  entire 
medical  profession.  It  is  most  ap¬ 
propriate  that  churches  across  the 
Conference  make  mention  of  this  event 
and  perhaps  have  special  prayers  for  the 
people  in  the  medical  profession,  during 
Sunday  morning  services.  Bishop  Finis 
A.  Crutchfield  of  the  Louisiana  Area  is 
happy  to  commend  this  to  all  the 
churches  of  the  state  and  the  conference. 
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NEW  CHURCH:  Joe  Giacone,  job  superintendent,  lifts  high  the  final  brick  that  goes 
to  complete  the  masonry  work  on  the  newly  rebuilt  First  Church  of  Denham  Springs, 
near  Baton  Rouge.  The  church  was  destroyed  by  fire  last  year.  The  work  is  expected 
to  be  completed  in  June.  Rev.  Carey  Martin  is  pastor. 


Bishop  Goodrich  is 
Memorial  Lecturer 


Cathcart 


Compton 


Mrs.  Cathcart  to  speak 
to  District  U.M.  Women 


Mrs.  David  (Betty)  Cathcart,  Women’s 
Division  staff  member,  Nashville 
Regional  office  will  speak  to  United 
Methodist  Women’s  district  groups 
across  Louisiana,  starting  March  22.  She 
will  speak  twice  in  some  of  the  districts, 
with  a  morning  meeting  concerned  with 

March  28 
report  date 

The  Conference  Council  on  Ministries 
office  has  set  Thursday,  Mar.  28,  as  the 
deadline  for  receiving  pre-conference 
reports  from  the  various  boards, 
agencies,  commissions  and  committees 
of  the  conference.  According  to  the  rules 
of  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference,  “All 
boards,  commissions  and  committees  of 
the  Louisiana  Conference  shall  prepare 
all  Annual  Conference  reports, 
resolutions,  and  recommendations  and 
send  them  to  the  office  of  the  Director 
sixty  (60)  days  before  the  opening  date  of 
the  Annual  Conference;  and  the  Director 
shall  compile  and  duplicate  these  reports 
and  mail  two  copies  to  each  minister 
thirty  (30)  days  before  the  Annual 
Conference  convenes.” 

The  regular  Annual  Conference  session 
will  be  held  May  28-31,  1974  on  the 
campus  of  Centenary  College  in 
Shreveport. 


instruction,  and  an  evening  inspirational 
meeting.  Mrs.  Cathcart’s  subject  will  be 
missions  in  the  church. 

Her  schedule  is  as  follows:  Mar.  22, 
9:30  AM,  and  7:00  PM,  University 
church,  Lake  Charles;  Mar.  23,  2:00  PM, 
First  church,  Natchitoches;  Mar.  24,  2:30 
PM,  First  church,  Alexandria;  Mar.  25, 
10:00  AM,  St.  Paul’s,  Monroe  and  7:00 
PM,  First  Church,  Monroe;  Mar.  26, 
10:00  AM,  Downsville  church,  and  7:00 
PM,  Lakeview  church,  Minden;  Mar.  27, 
9:30  AM,  First  church,  Bossier  City  and 
7:30  PM,  Noel  Memorial,  Shreveport; 
Mar.  31,  2:00  PM,  Wesley  church,  Baton 
Rouge;  Apr.  1,  10:00  AM,  Carrollton 
church,  New  Orleans  and  7:00  PM,  Grace 
church,  New  Orleans;  Apr.  2,  10:00  AM, 
Amite  church  and  Apr.  3,  11:30  AM, 
Davidson  Memorial  church,  Lafayette. 

Mrs.  Cathcart  was  assigned  to  the 
Nashville  region  in  Mar.  1971.  She  has 
served  as  president  of  the  Southeastern 
Jurisdiction  WSCS,  and  prior  to  her 
present  assignment,  she  was  special 
assistant  to  the  president  of  Paine 
College,  Augusta,  Georgia.  She  attended 
Florida  State  University,  and  her 
husband  is  a  ministerial  member  of  the 
Florida  Conference. 

Mrs.  Robert  Compton,  United 
Methodist  Women  of  Louisiana 
president,  will  share  in  the  meetings  as 
well.  The  overall  subjects  in  the  talks  to 
be  covered  will  be  general  information, 
structural,  financial  and  enriching  ideas. 


First  issue  of  paper 
goes  to  13,  529  homes 


LOUISIANA  METHODIST  sub¬ 
scription  headquarters  report  a  total  of 
13, 529  copies  of  the  paper  were  mailed  to 
persons  over  the  conference  and 
elsewhere  the  first  week  of  publication. 
These  figures  include  8,119  copies  of  the 
Louisiana  conference  edition  ;  eight  local 
church  editions  totaling  5,316;  an  ad¬ 
ditional  94  that  came  in  late:  these  added 
together  make  the  grand  total  for  the 
first  issue  dated  Mar.  1.  And  the  figures 
are  still  rising,  as  more  subscriptions 
come  in. 

A  district  by  district  breakdown  as  of 
Feb.  25,  the  latest  available,  goes  this 
way:  Alexandria,  2,049;  Baton  Rouge, 
816;  Hammond,  576;  Lafayette,  1,205; 
Lake  Charles,  2,613;  Monroe,  806; 


Bishop  Robert  E.  Goodrich,  Jr.,  presiding  bishop  of 
the  Missouri  Area,  will  be  the  lecturer  for  the  C.  I. 

Jones  and  Charles  N.  Cadwallader  Memorial  Lec¬ 
tures  to  be  held  at  Rayne  Memorial  Church,  New  _ 

Orleans,  Mar.  31-Apr.  2.  The  bishop  will  be  the  24th  F 
speaker  in  this  series,  which  began  in  1949. 

The  theme  for  the  lectures  will  be  “Some  Basic 
Beliefs:  1974.”  Titles  of  the  individual  messages  are 
“The  God  Who  Cares,”  “Love  That  Devil!,”  “The 
Mourning  Time  of  Life,"  “Men  and  the  Holy  Spirit,” 

“Managing  Our  Moods,”  and  “To  the  Church  -  With 
Love.”  The  bishop  will  speak  in  the  morning  and 
evening  each  day. 

Prior  to  his  election  to  the  episcopacy  by  the  South 
Central  Jurisdictional  Conference  in  1972,  Bishop 
Goodrich  was  pastor  of  First  Church,  Dallas,  for  26 
years.  He  was  a  pioneer  in  radio  and  television 
ministry,  with  his  services  being  broadcast  regular-  Goodrich 

ly.  On  eight  occasions,  he  was  the  preacher  for  the  Methodist  series  of  the  Protestant 
Hour,  carried  by  500  stations. 

He  was  the  creator  of  the  dramatic  television  series,  “The  Pastor  Calls,”  carried 
locally  in  Dallas  for  9  years,  and  then  released  nationwide. 

The  bishop  has  had  published  a  number  of  books  of  his  sermons,  including  these 
titles:  What’s  It  All  About,  Reach  for  the  Sky,  Lift  up  your  Heart,  and  On  the  Other 
Side  of  Sorrow. 

The  son  of  a  distinguished  Methodist  preacher,  he  is  a  graduate  of  Centenary 
College  and  Perkins  School  of  Theology,  SMU  He  is  married  to  the  former  Thelma 
Quillian,  daughter  of  Dr.  Paul  Quillian,  and  they  have  two  daughters  and  two  sons. 

The  lectures,  known  formerly  as  the  C.  I.  Jones  Memorial  Lecutres,  are  a  gift  of 
Mrs.  Charles  N.  Cadwallader  in  memory  of  Mr.  C.  I.  Jones,  her  first  husband,  and 
Mr.  Cadwallader.  Mrs.  Cadwallader,  a  generous  benefactor,  philanthropist  and 
United  Methodist  leader,  has  been  a  member  of  Rayne  Church  since  1937. 

Music  for  the  services  will  be  provided  by  the  Rayne  choir,  directed  by  Mr.  John 
Hutton,  and  other  choirs  and  musicians  of  New  Orleans.  The  ministry  and  laity  of 
Louisiana  are  cordially  invited  to  attend. 

$2,058  raised  for  Dulac 


Natchitoches,  981;  New  Orleans,  902; 
Ruston,  1,381;  and  Shreveport,  1,498. 
These  figures  continued  to  rise  as  this 
edition  went  to  press. 

The  eight  churches  who  have  local 
editions  are  as  follows:  First  Church, 
DeRidder,  342  copies;  First  Church, 
Natchitoches,  449;  Trinity,  Ruston,  541; 
Lake  Charles,  First,  828;  Lake  Charles, 
University,  825;  Mangum,  Shreveport, 
526;  Asbury,  Lafayette,  727;  and  First, 
Alexandria,  1,078. 

Any  church  may  have  their  own  church 
news  on  the  first  page,  with  the  Louisiana 
conference  news  on  the  last  page.  For 
information  and  rates,  contact  William 
C.  Strickland,  P.  O.  Box  1076,  Dallas 
Tex.  75221. 


Mrs.  Martha  Ann  Terry,  treasurer  of 
the  DeRidder  church  United  Methodist 
Women,  shares  her  enthusiasm  over  the 
$2,058.65  which  she  is  preparing  to  for¬ 
ward  to  the  Dulac  Community  Center 
through  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 
The  money  was  raised  by  the  recent 
Christmas  Boutique,  held  at  the  church. 

Entering  into  the  joy  of  the  occasion 
are  Mrs.  Rosa  McCullough,  president  of 
the  DeRidder  UMW,  and  Mrs.  Dorothy 
Simmons,  chairman  of  the  fund-raising 
project  and  president  of  the  Creative 
Christian’s  Link.  Also  looking  on  is  Miss 
Billie  June  Hawkins,  chairman  of  the 
work  area  on  Missions  which  chose  Dulac 
as  one  of  two  recipients  for  special 
mission  emphasis  in  the  church  during 
1974. 

The  Boutique  was  sponsored  by  the 
Creative  Christian’s  Link  of  the  UMW 
with  the  generous  support  of  the  church 
membership.  The  proceeds  were 


designated  for  Dulac  Community  Center, 
a  United  Methodist  institution  which 
carries  on  a  unique  and  meaningful 
ministry  to  the  Indians  of  South 
Louisiana. 

The  following  is  an  excerpt  of  a  letter 
received  from  Mr.  James  Bopp,  director 
of  the  Dulac  Center;  “We  were  over¬ 
whelmed  with  joy  and  thanks  when  we 
received  your  letter  telling  of  the  $2,000 
raised  by  the  Creative  Christian’s  Link, 
United  Methodist  Women.  This  is  the 
1  n^est  gift  from  a  single  society  in  the 
five  years  that  I  have  been  here. 

“The  contribution  will  be  used 
primarily  for  the  purchase  of  a  new 
school  bus.  The  bus  will  transport  par¬ 
ticipants  in  kindergarten  day  care,  Boy 
and  Girl  Scouts,  recreation  programs,  a 
summer  food  program  for  low  income 
families,  UMYF  and  church  activities,  as 
well  as  community  events.” 


New  shareholders  plan 
announced  for  Perkins 


A  plan  whereby  interested  lay  persons 
may  become  shareholders  in  the  Perkins 
School  of  Theology,  SMU,  Intern 
Program  has  been  announced  by  Dr. 
Joseph  D.  Quillian,  Jr.,  Dean  of  Perkins 
and  Brooks  Jones,  Perkins  Director  of 
Development. 

The  shareholder’s  plan  seeks  in¬ 
dividuals  who  will  contribute  $1,000.00  for 
current  operational  costs  of  the  Intern 
Program. 

In  making  the  announcment,  Dean 
Quillian  said:  “One  of  the  major  goals  of 
our  development  program  is  to  provide 
restricted  endowment  funds  to  assure  the 
continued  operation  of  the  Intern 
Program.  These  endowment  funds  will 
be  built  largely  through  deferred  gifts. 
While  this  endowment  is  being  secured, 
we  need  to  secure  current  funds  to 


support  this  important  aspect  of  our 
work.” 

Shares  may  be  subscribed  by  in¬ 
dividuals  or  groups. 

The  Perkins  Intern  Program  has  been 
cited  as  one  of  the  most  exciting  things 
going  on  today  in  theological  education. 
Inquiries  about  the  program  have  been 
received  from  seminaries  as  far  away  as 
South  Africa,  and  a  Roman  Catholic 
seminary  in  San  Antonio  has  contracted 
with  Perkins  to  train  its  students  through 
the  program.  After  its  first  year  of 
operation,  the  time,  effort  and  money 
that  have  gone  into  the  program  on  the 
part  of  the  local  church  and  the  seminary 
have  proved  to  be  well  worthwhile  in  the 
results  for  interns,  pastors  and  lay 
persons. 


Matheny  addresses 
Baton  Rouge  banquet 


Tom  Matheny,  conference  lay  leader, 
was  the  principal  speaker  at  the  first 
Baton  Rouge  District  layman’s  banquet 
held  Mar.  6  in  the  fellowship  hall  of  First 
Church,  Baton  Rouge.  O.  W.  “Red” 
Marrs,  Baton  Rouge  district  lay  leader, 
was  the  general  chairman  for  the  event, 
which  attracted  a  crowd  of  400  persons. 

Mr.  Matheny  spoke  on  the  minstry  of 
the  laity  in  the  United  Methodist  church. 
He  characterized  church  members  into 
three  catagories:  (1)  pew  sitters;  (2) 
Armageddon  Christians,  and  (3)  those 
who  actively  take  up  their  work  in  the 
church.  “The  first  group  sits  and  listens; 
the  second,  predict  doom  for  the  church 
unless  it’s  all  done  their  way,  and  the 
third  make  up  the  actual  working  force  of 
the  church  in  mission,”  Mr.  Matheny 
said. 

George  Hill,  associate  district  lay 
leader  was  the  master  of  ceremonies, 
and  the  group  was  entertained  by  a  local 
musical  group,  the  Musettes. 


DISTRICT  BANQUET:  Mr.  Victor 
Bussey,  [LEFT]  president  of  the 
AFL/CIO  in  Louisiana,  along  with  Mrs. 
Bussey,  are  new  members  of  First 
Church,  Baton  Rouge.  He  is  shown  with 
Tom  Matheny,  who  spoke  at  the  recent 
Baton  Rouge  District  lay  banquet,  and 
Dr.  Dana  Dawson,  pastor  of  First 
Church.  Baton  Rouge. 


Committee  head  expresses  thanks 

Dear  Friends: 

Looking  back  on  our  experience  of  the  Special  Session  of  the  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  on  Mar.  2  when  the  report  of  the  Structure  Study  Committee  was  given, 

I  want  to  express  grateful  appreciation  on  behalf  of  the  Committee  for  the  care¬ 
ful  consideration  the  Conference  gave  our  report. 

It  was  a  refreshing  experience  to  see  the  Conference  discuss  serious  and 
important  issues  in  which  there  were  different  points  of  view  in  an  open  style  of 
debate  and  discussion. 

The  Conference  is  to  be  highly  congratulated  because  action  was  taken  on  all 
these  issues  in  an  atmosphere  free  from  tension  and  where  obviously  everyone 
felt  free  to  express  his  or  her  point  of  view.  This  is  exactly  the  way  the  Com¬ 
mittee  had  hoped  the  recommendations  would  be  considered. 

Thank  you  again  for  the  careful  attention  you  have  given  to  the  report,  and 
the  wholesome,  tension  free  way  you  worked  to  improve  and  adopt  it  during  the 
Special  Session. 

Sincerely  yours, 

J.  Woodrow  Hearn, 

Chairman,  Structure  Study 
Committee 
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All  of  us  are  ‘pro-life’  even  if  we 
disagree  with  ‘pro-life  movement’ 


Few  persons  expected  the  Supreme 
Court’s  landmark  decision  on  abortion  14 
months  ago  to  resolve  the  issue  for  all 
time.  It  didn’t.  Several  articles 
elsewhere  in  this  issue  reveal  that  the 
abortion  debate  is  still  very  much  alive 
among  Christians  today. 

We  restated  our  position  on  abortion 
soon  after  the  Court’s  decision  and  it 
remains  unchanged:  In  the  often  tragic 
conflicts  of  life  with  life,  abortion  may  in 
some  instances  be  preferable  to  its 
alternatives.  Each  instance  should  be 
decided  on  its  own  merits  after  serious 
reflection  by  all  concerned  —  the 
woman,  the  man  and  the  doctors  — 
regarding  the  medical,  emotional  and 
moral  implications.  In  no  instance  should 
an  abortion  be  decided  upon  flippantly. 
In  no  instance  should  “abortion  on 
demand’’  be  regarded  as  a  moral 
alternative. 

Predictably,  many  readers  disagreed 
with  our  position  and  with  the  Court’s, 
just  as  many  disagreed  with  the  United 
Methodist  General  Conference’s  similar 
position  in  1970  and  1972.  Consistent  with 
our  Wesleyan  tradition,  we  affirmed 
their  right  to  disagree  and  printed  their 
letters. 


During  the  time  since  the  Court’s 
decision,  the  various  anti-abortion  forces 
have  joined  together  under  an  umbrella 
generally  known  as  the  “pro-life” 
movement.  Many  within  the  movement 
arc  Christians  and  more  than  a  few  are 
United  Methodists. 

We  are  bothered  by  the  fact  that  those 
within  the  “pro-life”  movement  place  an 
all-consuming  value  on  the  life  of  an 
unborn  fetus  and  give  virtually  no  con¬ 
sideration  to  other  life-related  values.  We 
believe  such  thinking  is  as  wrong  as  that 
which  defends  “abortion  on  demand  .  ” 

We  are  even  more  disturbed  by  the 
implicit,  and  often  explicit,  assumption 
by  those  in  the  “pro-life”  movement  that 
those  whose  positions  differ  from  theirs 
are  “anti-life.”  Such  a  position  is  both 
arrogant  and  outside  the  bounds  of 
Christian  charity  in  addition  to  being 
untrue. 

Obviously,  all  who  claim  the  name 
“Christian”  are  “pro-life”  even  when  we 
disagree  about  how  “life”  should  be 
defined.  We  believe  the  cause  of  truth  is 
poorly  served  by  any  of  us  suggesting 
that  those  with  whom  we  disagree  have 
any  goal  other  than  the  fulfillment  of  the 
fullest  possible  potentials  of  human  life. 


Anti-abortion  amendment  opposed 


Fourteen  months  ago.  the  U.S. 
Supreme  Court  ruled  that  states  may  not 
prohibit  abortions  during  the  first  six 
months  of  pregnancy.  The  decision, 
though  unpopular  with  some, 
represented  an  attempt  to  act  in  the  best 
interests  of  all  citizens. 

The  majority  opinion  of  the  Court  took 
into  account  the  lack  of  agreement 
among  Christians  and  others  on  such 
questions  as:  When  does  life  begin? 
When  does  a  fetus  become  viable  (able  to 
live  independently  of  the  mother)?  How 
can  we  safeguard  the  rights  of  the  un¬ 
born?  Of  the  mother?  Under  what  cir¬ 
cumstances  is  abortion  the  best  solution? 

The  United  Methodist  Church’s 
position  on  abortion  is  complemented  by 
the  Court’s.  Like  most  within  the 
Protestant  tradition,  our  church’s 
position  provides  moral  guidance  for  the 
individual  but  leaves  the  ultimate 
decision  to  the  person  included  as  he 
works  out  his  or  her  own  faith. 

This  position  is  diametrically  opposed 
by  a  number  of  groups  today  who  are 
attempting  to  amend  the  U.S.  Con¬ 
stitution  so  that  it  will  reflect  only  one 
point  of  view:  that  which  strictly 
prohibits  abortion.  Four  Roman  Catholic 
cardinals  reportedly  testified  two  weeks 
ago  in  Washington  D.C.  that  they  favor 
an  amendment  which  would  prohibit  all 
abortions  including  those  which  are 
performed  in  a  medical  emergency  to 
save  the  life  of  the  mother! 

In  the  case  of  an '  arttf-abortion  Con¬ 
stitutional  Amendment,  the  issue  goes 


well  beyond  abortion  itself  to  the  free 
exercise  of  religion.  If  the  government 
acts  favorably  on  such  an  amendment,  it 
will  be  aligning  itself  with  one  religious 
point  of  view  and  prohibiting  the  exercise 
of  differing  religious  points  of  view. 

The  Supreme  Court  decision  has 
provided  a  legal  framework  within  which 
persons  of  all  points  of  view  may  live  and 
operate.  It  provides  for  state  regulation 
of  medical  practice  and  health  care 
facilities  and  allows  a  state  to  prohibit 
abortion  entirely  if  it  chooses  to  do  so  in 
the  last  three  months  of  pregnancy  when 
the  chance  of  fetal  viability  is  much 
greater.  In  the  first  six  months,  when  the 
whole  question  is  so  unclear  and  opinion 
so  divided,  the  state’s  primary  respon¬ 
sibility  is  to  safeguard  the  rights  of  the 
mother. 

The  government  cannot  act  further 
without  violating  the  free  exercise  of 
religion  by  some  of  its  citizens.  As  United 
Church  of  Christ  theologian  James 
Nelson  has  said:  “What  some  persons 
consider  a  sin  ought  not,  through  public 
policy,  be  made  a  crime.  What  is  at  stake 
is  not  the  rights  of  anti-abortion  groups  to 
espouse  their  theblogical  and  moral 
conviction,  educate  their  members  and 
seek  to  influence  others.  These  rights  are 
constitutionally  guaranteed  .  .  .  What  is 
at  stake  is  the  freedom  of  sizeable  num¬ 
bers  of  citizens  from  the  religious  views 
of  others  with  whom  they  sincerely 
disagree. 

_Beverjy  Boche°' 

Minnesota  Conference  Editor 


It’s  not  OK  to  posture  as  a  ‘full 


service’  church  and  not  be  one 


I  have  been  intrigued  recently  with  the 
publicity  that  banks  in  my  area  have 
been  sending  to  residents.  Trying  to 
indicate  that  they  are  offering  a  full 
range  of  services  expected  from  a  bank, 
they  have  talked  about  “full  service 
banks."  The  meaning,  as  I  understand  it, 
is  that  while  some  of  their  operations  in 
some  communities  are  limited,  that  in 
designated  places  they  offer  all  the 
services  that  anyone  could  demand  from 
banks. 

I  perceive  that  we  have  many  full- 
service  churches  ;  they  are  offering  to  the 
members  and  other  community  con¬ 
stituents  all  the  services  that  could 
logically  be  expected  from  a  church.  On 
(he  other  hand,  there  are  some  of  our 
churches  (operations)  that  cannot  offer 
the  full  range  of  services. 

In  the  case  of  banks,  they  do  not 
apologize  that  the  operations  in  any  one 
place  are  limited;  they  simply  offer  to 
make  it  available  when  the  demand  is 
sufficient.  Until  that  time,  they  will 
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willingly  point  you  toward  another  of 
their  units  which  can  offer  the  needed 
services  to  you. 

Many  churches  have  small  mem¬ 
berships,  and  that  very  fact  often  inhibits 
them  from  being  a  church  in  the  fullest 
sense  of  the  word  i.e.  offering  multiple 
kinds  of  ministries.  For  instance,  if  there 
are  only  five  senior  high  persons  on  the 
membership  role,  with  an  average  at¬ 
tendance  of  three,  it  may  be  difficult  to 
carry  on  a  senior  high  youth  program. 
Or,  if  the  church  has  only  forty  female 
adult  members,  with  participation  by 
about  20  in  any  activity,  it  may  be  im¬ 
possible  to  have  a  self-sustaining  United 
Methodist  Women  unit  in  view  of  the 
number  who  might  be  interested  in  this 
kind  of  an  organization. 

There  has  been  talk  for  a  long  time 
about  doing  things  circuit-wide,  parish¬ 
wide,  county-wide,  or  interdenomi¬ 
national^  within  the  community  so  that 
an  adequate  base  can  be  established  for  a 
group  to  be  viable.  But  we  have  been 
anxious  lest  by  such  encouragement  we 
decimate  our  own  statistics.  No  ministry 
may  be  the  result  of  this  reluctance. 

If  needs  of  a  person  have  a  central 
place  in  our  motivation,  then  it  would 
seem  wise  to  explore  more  cooperative 
ventures  for  the  satisfaction  of  needs. 

Churches  may  feel  chagrined  that  they 
are  not  “full-service"  units,  but  they 
should  not  be  embarrassed  to  the  point  of 
ignoring  needs  and  not  referring  persons 
to  locations  where  they  can  receive 
needed  ministry.  Some  congregations 
may  never  again  achieve  the  stance  they 
once  enjoyed  in  the  community,  and  a 
recognition  of  this  might  open  options 
for  ministry  that  can  be  explored  mean¬ 
ingfully  with  other  congregations.  .  . 

It's  “OK”  to  NOT  be  a  full-service 
church  It's  NOT  OK  to  posture  as  one. 
but  fail  to  produce  when  the  need  arises. 


—John  T.  Lundy 
Holston  Conference  Editor 


•There  must  be  some  mistake.  This  house 
isn't  possessed;  it's  being  repossessed.’ 
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A  vision  for  the  church 


We,should  seek  to  reflect  the  mind 
of  Christ  in  ministry  to  persons 
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Bishop  Wheatley 


This  is  the  twenty-first  in  a  continuing 
series  of  messages  to  the  church  from 
United  Methodism’s  highest  elected 
officials  —  its  bishops.  Each  of  the 
denomination's  bishops  was  invited  by 
TM/UMR  editor  Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam 
III  to  share  his  hopes  and  dreams  for  the 
church  by  answering  this  question:  “If 
you  could  cause  one  trend,  or  emphasis, 
or  change,  or  program,  or  event,  or  at¬ 
titude  to  develop  across  the  United 
Methodist  Church  today,  what  would  it 
be?”  This  week's  response  is  by  Melvin 
E.  Wheatley,  Jr.,  resident  bishop  of  the 
Rocky  Mountain  and  Yellowstone  Area, 


with  offices  in  Denver.  Articles  by  other 
bishops  will  appear  in  subsequent  issues. 

By  MELVIN  E.  WHEATLEY.  JR. 

My  favorite  way  to  describe  the  church 
is  as  a  fellowship  organized  to  minister  to 
(he  needs  of  persons  in  the  spirit  of  Jesus. 
Its  primary  objective,  I  think  is  to  help 
persons  to  help  themselves  to  accept  the 
claims  of  a  Christlike  God.  To  this  end  it 
must  incorporate  all  the  resources  of 
work,  love,  play  and  worship  by  which 
persons  grow  in  wisdom,  in  stature,  and 
in  favor  with  God  and  with  other  persons. 
Though  the  church  at  all  times  shares  the 
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imperfections  of  human  institutions,  it 
persistently  seeks  to  draw  nearer  to  the 
mind  of  Christ  and  the  will  of  God. 

So  my  fondest  dream  for  the  Church  is 
that  it  be  consciously  “going  on  to  per¬ 
fection"  in  actualizing  this  description. 
The  degree  to  which  local  congregations 
arc  drawing  nearer  to  the  mind  of  Christ 
and  to  the  will  of  God  can  and  must  be 
read  from  the  quality  of  the  fellowship 
and  the  effectiveness  of  the  organized 
efforts  to  minister  to  the  needs  of  persons 
in  the  spirit  of  Jesus. 

At  the  heart  of  these  needs  is  accepting 
the  claims  of  a  Christlike  God.  What  are 
these  claims?  The  essence  of  the  answer, 
as  I  understand  it,  is  supplied  by  both 
Testaments  of  the  Bible:  “Wherever  the 
spirit  of  the  Lord  is,  our  souls  are  set 
free  ...”  But  set  free  from  and  for 
what?  Set  free  from  closedness  of  mind 
and  hardness  of  heart,  and  set  free  for 
openness  of  mind  and  warmth  of  heart; 
set  free  to  be  responsive  to  life  and 
responsible  for  life;  set  free  to  love  the 
truth  and  truly  to  love.  Z 

To  the  degree  that  we  are' claimed  by 
God’s  liberating  spirit  we  are  free  to 
inquire  and  to  examine,  to  test  and  to 
challenge,  to  revolt  and  to  reform,  td 
cherish  and  to  change,  to  relinquish  and 
to  relate.  No  subject  is  off  limits  to  the 
full  exposure  to  all  the  truth  there  is,  as 
understood  by  way  of  all  the  relevant 
data  available,  whether  that  subject  be 
some  ancient  doctrine  of  the  church,  the 


ethic  of  Jesus  as  a  model  for  the 
.twentieth  century,  future  forms  the 
jfamily  may  take,  etc.  To  the  degree  the 
word  of  the  true  God  has  hold  of  us,  we 
'shall  love  all  the  words  of  truth  about  all 
of  life,  and  that  love  of  truth  will  set  us 
free  to  be  responsive  to  life,  and 
Tesponsible  for  life. 

Wherever  the  spirit  of  the  Lord  is,  our 
souls  are  set  free  not  just  to  love  the  truth 
but  also  truly  to  love.  What  does  it  mean 
truly  to  love?  Love  is  not  something  we 
have  or  are.  it  is  something  we  do.  I 
define  love  in  the  agape  sense  as  “willing 
to  will  the  wellbeing  of  the  whole  being  of 
other  beings,  as  well  as  one’s  own  being, 
and  thus  to  fulfill  the  will  of  the  Supreme 
Being.”  Our  most  authentic  response  to  a 
God  who  loves  us  is  also  to  love.  To  the 
degree  that  we  are  committed  Christians 
in  these  bruising  and  often  brutal  days, 
we  must  daily  re-examine  our  relation  to 
this  agape/love  spirit  of  Jesus,  the  Man 
who  couldn’t  care  more,  and  commit 
ourselves  to  follow. 

To  face  life  aware  of  the  tremendous 
claim  upon  us  of  the  God  of  truth  and  love 
and  be  aware  of  our  power  as  individuals 
and  congregations  to  respond  to  that 
claim  is  to  tune  in  and  turn  on  to  life’s 
excitement  and  significance.  It  is  to  face 
each  new  day  knowing  that  not  only  is 
this  a  day  which  the  Lord  hath  made,  but 
also  this  is  a  day  in  which  God  has  made 
us  co-creators  with  Him  of  a  Kingdom  of 
truth  and  love  on  earth.  Let  the  church  be 
about  our  Father’s  business! 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


Moratorium  on  structural  changes  asked 


To  the  Editor: 

We  are  all  very  conscious  of  the  energy 
crisis.  Drivers  do  not  intentionally 
permit  their  cars  to  idle  in  neutral.  When 
the  motor  is  running,  they  expect  to 
cover  distance.  There  is  a  parable  in  this 
for  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

As  we  now  function  there  is  a  lot  of  lost 
administrative  energy.  It  requires  from 
12  to  18  months  for  a  local  congregation  to 
catch  up  with  the  structural  and  ter¬ 
minology  changes  made  by  a  General 
Conference.  Many  churches  are  just  now 
beginning  to  feel  at  home  with  the 
changes  made  by  the  1972  General 
Conference. 

Small  churches  suffer  most  at  this 
point.  Since  our  denomination  is  com¬ 
posed  largely  of  small  churches,  this  ft  a 
matter  of  great  concern.  One  of  fhe 
reasons  advanced  for  this  trend  is  Jo 
arrest  the  decline  in  church  members  A. 
Th£  {ie£j$De  has  not  been  a;r££jj£d ..  Ou$f 
people  are  confused  and  frustrated.  ‘ 
People  are  looking  for  stability.  > 

In  many  churches  there  is  an  at¬ 
mosphere  of  futility.  As  a  former  distrffct 
superintendent,  I  have  had  the  op¬ 
portunity  to  observe  this  at  first  hand.  It 
is  getting  difficult  for  a  local  church  to 
persuade  people  to  accept  office  or 
responsibility. 

We  need  to  declare  a  moratorium  on 
structural  and  terminology  change  and 
give  the  local  church  opportunity  to 
recover  a  sense  of  accomplishment  and 
success.  It  is  not  too  early  for  the 
delegates  to  the  1976  General  Conference 
to  get  the  message.  With  world  conditions 
as  they  are,  the  United  Methodist  Church 
cannot  afford  the  luxury  of  ad¬ 
ministrative  idling  in  neutral  every  four 
years.  Herschel  B.  Abshire 

Cleveland,  Tennessee 
Jesus  hasn't  failed 
To  the  Editor: 

In  the  Jan.  4,  1974  issue  of  your 
newspaper,  you  printed  a  picture  and  an 
article  regarding  the  Assembly  of  God 
Church  in  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah.  The 
article  recounted  the  fact  that  the  church 
has  a  sign  that  read  “Jesus  Never  Fails,” 
but  apparently  He  had  because  the 
church  was  vacant. 

Well,  it’s  time  for  the  rest  of  the  story 
to  be  told.  The  Salvation  Army  purchased 
that  church  and  is  remodeling  it  for  their 
new  church  home  in  Salt  Lake  City.  When 
we  took  the  church  over,  the  sign  you 
referred  to  only  read  “Jesus  Never;”  the 
word  “Fails”  no  longer  was  operating. 

We  in  the  Army  are  glad  to  report  that 
“Jesus  Never  Fails”  and  that  the  sign 
and  God’s  House  are  now  in  full  operation 
again.  The  Army  came  to  Salt  Lake  City 
in  1887  and  this  is  the  third  church  that  we 
have  occupied  here. 

We  hope  you  will  let  your  readers  know 
that  God  is  still  alive  and  working  here 
and  that  "Jesus  Never  Fails”  even  The 
Salvation  Army. 

Edward  W.  Covert 
Salt  Lake  City,  Utah 

T ongues-spea k ing'  sliou l<l 
not  intimidate  a  Christian 
To  the  Editor: 

My  remarks  are  in  response  to  Bobby 
Gobble's  letter  entitled  “The  UMC 
doesn't  need  the  confusion  of  tongues.” 
(TM/JJMR,  March  8) 

First,  let  me  state  that  it  is  not  my 
purpose  to  advocate  the  practice  of 
speaking  in  tongues;  however,  after 
reading  such  a  distorted  opinion  as  that 
of  Mr.  Gobble,  I  must  express  my 
feelings. 

Mr.  Gobble  quotes  Paul  in  I  Corin¬ 
thians  14:19,  but  makes  no  mention  of 
verses  1-18,  especially  verse  18  of  the 
same  chapter,  which  help  us  to  un¬ 
derstand  that  speaking  in  tongues  is  a 
gift  of  the  Holy  Spirit  and  a  means  by 
which  those  who,  have  this  gift  speak  to 
God. 

Mr.  Gobble  states  “The  UMC  needs  a 
movement  of  sound  Holy  Spirit  teaching 
Just  teach  what  Paul  says  and  follow 


after  Him  and  live  accordingly,  and  not 
after  Oral  Roberts.”  Is  Oral  Roberts 
credited  for  I  Corinthians  14:39  (Living 
Bible)  which  says  “.  .  .  and  never  say  it 
is  wrong  to  speak  in  tongues”?  There 
appear  to  be  a  few  inconsistencies  in  Mr. 
Gobble’s  logic.  How  does  he  explain  Acts 
2:1-4  or  Acts  19:6?  With  such  scriptural 
basis  how  can  Mr.  Gobble  classify 
speaking  in  tongues  as  a  “worldly 
religion”? 

I  submit  that  the  undesirable  confusion 
is  a  product  of  ignorance  about  the 
subject,  not  a  result  of  the  phenomenon, 
per  se,  which  is  given  by  God.  Nowhere  in 
the  Bible  does  it  say  that  salvation  is 
dependent  upon  the  ability  to  speak  in 
tongues;  therefore,  why  should  anyone 
who  is  a  born-again  Christian  feel  in¬ 
timidated  by  anyone,  i.e.,  Oral  Roberts, 
who  has  this  gift  of  tongues? 

Suzanne  Payne 
'  ;i<<  Houston,  Texas 

Picture  found  offensive 

To  the  Editor: 

I  have  been  reading  TM/UMR  since 
New  Mexico  has  had  a  front  page  and 
over  all  have  enjoyed  reading  it.  Many  of 
the  articles  have  been  very  good  and  our 
conference  news  keeps  us  up  to  date  in 
what  is  happening  here. 

But  then  you  run  a  picture  of  Cecil 
Williams  (TM/UMR,  March  1)  with  the 
notation  that  he  is  a  Methodist  pastor.  He 
looks  more  like  a  gorilla.  His  appearance 
and  dress  are  offensive.  Surely  there 
must  be  something  wrong  with  a 
Methodist  Bishop  and  District 
Superintendent  who  would  appoint 
someone  like  this  as  pastor  of  a  church. 

Joyce  Laumbach 
Roy,  New  Mexico 

/  resent  any  recognition  of 
‘ gay  caucus'  by  our  church 
To  the  Editor: 

Thank  you  for  once  again  letting  us 
know  what  idiocy  some  of  our  boards  are 
about,  namely,  the  “token”  gift  of  $500  to 
the  Gay  Caucus  by  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  (TM/UMR,  March  1).  To 
give  them  recognition  did  you  say? 

As  a  physician  of  fairly  recent  training 
and  much  experience,  I  know  of  no  one 
knowledgeable  in  this  line  who  thinks 
homosexuals  are  “normal”  except 
homosexuals.  As  a  United  Methodist 
layman,  I  resent  their  recognition  as 
such  and  the  money  given  for  this 
whether  it  be  $5  or  $5,000.  We  should  love 
them  as  we  love  all  God’s  people  but  any 
money  spent  should  be  based  on 
recognition  of  their  abnormality  and 
dedication  to  attempted  cure. 

The  scripture  clearly  says 
homosexuality  is  a  sin.  Do  our  Boards  no 
longer  use  the  scripture  as  a  standard? 

Terrell  B.  Tanner 
Gatlinburg,  Tennessee 
Christ's  gospel  is  irorth 
more  than  a  few  bucks 
To  the  Editor: 

I  would  like  to  express  my  astonish¬ 
ment  at  the  recent  “gay  caucus  token 
grant”  given  by  the  Office  of  Urban 
Ministries  of  the  Methodist  Global 
Ministries.  What  astonished  me  most  is 
the  apparent  compromise  our 
denomination  is  making  with  open, 
blatant  sin.  The  “gay”  and  “lesbian” 
liberationists  have  no  desire  to  recognize 
that  their  unnatural  relationships  with 
one  another  are  an  abomination  to  God, 
the  Creator  of  all  life.  With  “our”  grant  I 
feel  we  just  endorse  what  these  people 
stand  for,  no  matter  what  the  intention 
may  be  in  the  gift. 

If  United  Methodists  want  to  “express 
Christian  concern  once'  again,  to  yet 
another  minority  group,”  why  not  offer 
the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ?  If  we  really 
want  to  show  homosexuals  we  as 
Christians  care,  why  not  introduce  them 
to  Christ  who  can  change  them  into  what 
God  intended  them  to  be  in  the  first 
place? 

Remember  the  woman  who  was  caught 


in  the  very  act  of  adultery  and  brought 
before  Christ  by  her  accusers?  Christ 
merely  “doodled”  in  the  sand  with  his 
finger,  then  speaking  without  looking  up 
He  said,  “He  who  is  without  sin  may  cast 
the  first  stone.”  Then  as  her  accusers  left 
one  by  one  He  looked  into  her  eyes  and 
asked,  “Woman,  where  are  your  ac¬ 
cusers?  .  .  .  Neither  do  I  condemn  you.” 
As  far  as  I  am  concerned  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  action  stopped  here: 
“Who  are  we  to  condemn  or  judge  any 
person?  Anything  goes.  What  you  believe 
is  fine  with  me.”  But  look  again!  Christ 
also  said  to  the  women,  “Go  and  sin  no 
more.”  Only  through  God’s  Holy  Spirit 
dwelling  within  transformed  lives  can  we 
“Go  and  sin  no  more.”  If  we  really  care 
about  homosexuals,  how  about  offering 
them  the  only  person  who  can  break 
those  chains  of  sin  which',  bind  a^d 
strangle  them?  That’s  a  lot  tretter  than  a 
■few  “bucks”  ahy  day!  ~  Xijf- i!-‘a  " 
Myftia  K*BNW«P  101 
Mill  Valley,  California 

Minisln-  to  homosexuals,  yes; 
encouraging  llieir  sin,  no! 

To  the  Editor: 

As  a  United  Methodist  laym&n,  I  object 
to  any  amount  of  money  of  the  church 
being  given  to  the  National  Task  Force 
for  Gay  People  in  the  Church  for  any 
reason  (TM/UMR,  March  1).  I  would 
be  most  agreeable  to  giving  money  to  a 
ministry  to  such  people  who  recognize 
their  condition  as  sin  and  desire  to 
change.  Deliverance  is  available  to  them 
from  this  satanic  bondage  and  they 
should  be  able  to  find  this  help  within  the 
church.  The  Bible  clearly  states  in  Rom. 
1:24-32  and  in  I  Cor.  6:9  that  such  people 
shall  not  inherit  the  kingdom  of  God. 

For  the  sake  of  those  who  are  truly 
deceived  and  for  the  purity  of  our  church 
we  need  to  speak  out  clearly  on  this 
subject.  We  should  extend  a  helping  hand 
to  them,  without  condemnation;  but  to 
encourage  them  in  their  sin  is  to  partake 
of  their  sin.  God  help  us,  we  have. 

James  R.  Paxton 

Palestine,  Texas 

Homosexuals  should  be 
quarantined ,  not  punished 


people.  Punishment  no  —  that  isn’t  the 
answer.  But  quarantine,  yes  —  for  those 
who  are  not  looking  for  God,  but  to  infect 
society. 

Let  me  say  I  think  you  are  keeping  the 
members  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
informed,  and  certainly  providing  a 
forum  for  us  to  express  our  ideas,  ap¬ 
proval  and  disapproval. 

Mrs.  F.  K.  Hurt 
Jacksonville,  Florida 
Does  our  giving  indicate  a 
grateful  response  to  Cod? 

To  the  Editor: 

Taxes!  Here  is  a  word  that  irritates  our 
emotions.  Who  should  pay  tax?  How 
much?  By  what  means?  To  answer  these 
questions  Congress  has  passed  an 
elaborate  and  sophisticated  set  of  tax 
laws.  Many  people  feel  they  are  unfair; 
that  they  favor  the  wealthy.  And  this  may 
be  true.  Many  have  expressed  this 
feeling  since  the  President  made  public 
his  financial  statement  showing  the 
payment  of  little  tax  on  large  income. 
Because  they  paid  more  tax  on  less  in¬ 
come,  they  feel  the  President  should 
have  paid  a  greater  tax.  But  the  truth  is 
we  pay  taxes  by  the  law  and  not  by  our 
feelings.  Not  one  of  us  becomes  over- 
generous  at  this  point.  If  the  tax  law 
allows  a  deduction  the  taxpayer  should 
claim  the  deduction.  And  when  he  or  she 
does  so,  it  is  not  a  crime.  If  we  don’t  like 
the  law  then  let  us  change  it. 

We  pay  taxes  by  law  but  we  tithe  by  the 
heart.  There  are  no  elaborate  laws 
governing  giving  to  the  Lord.  Steward¬ 
ship  is  the  response  of  a  grateful  heart  to 
a  loving  providential  God.  Life  granted  is 
shared  in  commitment  to  Him  and  His 
Will.  Talents  enjoyed  are  also  used  in 
behalf  of  others.  Prayers  offered  are 
made  to  and  for  God  and  all  humanity. 
Treasures  presented  are  offered 
willingly  to  build  His  Kingdom  of  Love. 
We  may  pay  tax  by  the  law,  but  we 
render  our  gifts  to  support  God’s  work 
from  the  heart. 

Examine  your  stewardship.  Is  it  in¬ 
dicative  of  a  grateful  heart  in  response  to 
a  Loving  Providential  God? 

William  G.  Morris 
Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania 


To  the  Editor: 

In  the  March  1  issue  of  XlVt/UMR  you 
reported  “Global  Ministries  gives  gay 
caucus  token  grant.”  I  realize  this  is  not 
an  endorsement  and  that  it  is  a  study. 
And  I  hope  this  Task  Force  jvill  take, a 
good  long  look  and  study  this  group  Of 
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Trueblood  decries  lack. of,  emphasis  on  inner  life 


Elton  Trueblood  Honored 

INDIANPOLIS  —  Dr.  D.  Elton 
Trueblood,  Quaker  author  and 
theologian,  was  awarded  the  1974  Upper 
Room  Citation  at  a  dinner  here  March  12. 
In  announcing  the  honor,  Dr.  Wilson  O. 
Weldon,  editor  of  the  world-wide  daily 
devotional  guide,  pointed  to  Dr. 
Trueblood’s  "significant  contribution  to 
worldwide  fellowship.”  This  is  the  26th 
year  the  award  has  been  given. 

PHOTO  BY  NEWMAN  CRYER 


[EDITOR  S  NOTE:  In  the  interview 
that  follows  TM/UMR  Editor  Spurgeon 
M.  Dunnam  III  talks  with  Elton 
Trueblood,  famed  Quaker  author  and 
theologian  who  last  week  was  awarded 
United  Methodism's  Upper  Room 
Citation.  Dr.  Trueblood  is  professor-at- 
large  at  Earlham  College,  Richmond, 
Indiana.  The  author  of  30  books,  he  is  also 
the  founder  of  the  Yokefellow  Inter¬ 
national  Movement.] 

As  a  member  of  the  Society  of  Friends 
[Quakers]  you  stand  in  a  tradition  which 
focuses  a  great  deal  of  attention  on  the 
inner  life  of  the  believer.  Do  you  detect 
an  adequate  emphasis  on  the  Inner  life  in 
most  churches  today? 

No.  For  many,  it  doesn’t  exist. 
Christianity,  like  anything  else,  is  sub¬ 
ject  to  fashion.  The  fashion  today  is  to 
focus  on  the  outer  life  of  service  and  to 
ignore  the  inner  life  of  devotion.;  - 

Nobody  believes  any  more  than  I  do  in 
the  social  gospel.  But  there  has  devel¬ 
oped  a  ridiculous  emphasis  on  the  social 
gospel  alone.  Any  time  this  occurs,  it 


Ante 


ricans  to  raise  $ 875,000 


results  eventually  in  no  gospel  at  all.  You 
cannot  have  fruits  without  roots. 

Do  you  se^  our  lack  of  ^mphasis  on  the 
1  innher  lif^  t>f  Tat  th  as  a  practical  ex¬ 
tension  of  the  so-called  death  of  God 
theology? 

That  theological  stance,  of  course,  is 
obsolete.  But  for  many,  I’m  afraid  it  has 
become  a  way  of  life  without  using  the 
specific  words  “God  is  dead.’’ 

What  do  you  think  is  responsible  for 
this  turn  of  events? 

In  part,  this  stance  has  grown  out  of  the 
kind  of  preaching  which  focuses  on  race 
one  week,  pollution  the  next,  poverty  the 
next  and  war  the  next,  without  ever 
fnrusim»  on  the  reality  of  God.  Since  the 
sort  i  m  pel  is  so  "with  it,”  I  understand 
I  he  temptation  to  deal  with  it  alone.  The 
result  of  such  preaching  after  awhile, 
though,  is  absolutely  superficial  and  self- 
defeating. 

This  is  what  I’ve  referred  to  as  our  “cut 
flower  civilisation”  in  my  book  "The 
Predicament  of  Modern  Man.”  You  can 
keep  cut  flowers  looking  bright  for  a  little 
while  with  artificial  stimulants.  After 
awhile  they  are  bound  to  wither.  A  good 
I 


many  preachers  have  tried  to  deal  with 
the  dignity  of  human  life  in  isolation  from 
the  biblical  roots.  Jesus  speaks  to  this  in 
the  parable  of  the  seeds  and  soils”  (Luke 
8:4-15). 

What  is  needed  is  a  balanced  emphasis 
on  the  inner  life  of  faith,  the  outer  life  of 
service,  and  the  intellectual  life  of 
verification.  You’ve  got  to  have  all  three 
to  be  spiritually  vital. 

What  advice  do  you  have  for  those  who 
have  neglected  the  inner  life  but  would 
seek  to  develop  it? 

There  are  many  ways.  First  I  would 
suggest  that  one  study  how  Christ 
prayed.  I  sought  to  do  this  in  my  book 
“The  Lord’s  Prayers.” 

A  further  step  is  to  study  some  of  the 
great  models  of  our  Christian  heritage. 
Among  the  classics  of  Christian 
devotions  are:  "The  Imitation  of  Christ” 
by  Thomas  A.  Kempis,  the  “Devotions  of 
John  Donne”  which  is  available  as  an 
Ann  Arbor  paperback,  and  “The  Journal 
of  John  Woolman”  which  combines  the 
innerlife  of  devotion  with  the  outer  life  of 
service  in  a  remarkable  way. 

What  part  do  the  Scriptures  play  in 


your  prescription  for  developing  the 
inner  life. 

They  are  absolutely  essential.  While 
the  Bible  is  still  sold  in  large  quantities, 
I’m  afraid  the  vast  majority  of  Christians 
don’t  really  read  it.  I  recommend 
reading  the  Bible  systematically  and 
with  discipline.  The  Scriptures  are  meant 
to  be  read  as  books  rather  than  as  in¬ 
dividual  texts.  Nearly  all  the  ideas  that 
have  come  to  me  for  my  books  and  lec¬ 
tures  during  recent  years  have  grown  out 
of  my  daily  reading  of  books  of  the  Bible. 

A  different  type  of  inner  life,  via 
astrology  and  the  occult,  is  enjoying  an 
increasing  impact  in  our  society.  What  do 
you  make  of  it? 

I  consider  astrology  utterly  an¬ 
tagonistic  to  the  Christian  faith.  It  is 
pure,  unadulterated  nonsense.  It’s  not 
under  which  star  you  were  born  that 
makes  a  difference.  As  Christians,  we 


displayed  toward  her  in  the  media  with 
no  attempt  being  made  by  the  media  to 
put  themselves  in  her  place.  I  went  to  see 
her  because  I  felt  someone  should.  I  know 
how  untrustworthy  tapes  can  be,  even 
when  one  speaks  directly  into  the 
microphone.  She  was  dealing  with  a 
much  more  difficult  kind  of  recording. 
She  said  I  was  the  only  person  from  the 
church  who  came  to  see  her. 

You’re  not  suggesting  that  we  should 
just  forget  all  about  the  Watergate  affair 
and  related  scandals  are  you? 

No.  Those  who  broke  into  the 
Watergate  broke  the  law  and  should 
stand  accountable  for  doing  so.  If  there 
was  a  coverup,  the  guilty  should  be 
convicted.  But  I’m  glad  we  live  in  a 
country  where  people  are  still  considered 
innocent  until  proven  guilty.  I  believe  in 
our  judicial  system.  It’s  not  perfect,  but 
it’s  the  best  we’ve  got.  I  think  we  should 


Methodists  launch 
drive  to  save 
Wesley’s  Chapel 


LONDON  (RNS)  —  A  $2,040,000  appeal 
to  save  Wesley’s  Chapel,  historic 
“cathedral  of  Methodism”  in  central 
London,  and  to  build  an  historical  study 
center  nearby,  was  formally  launched 
during  a  reception  at  the  chapel  site. 

The  reception  was  attended  by  chur¬ 
chmen  and  local  civic  dignitaries  and  the 
appeal  was  launched  by  the  president  of 
the  Methodist  Conference,  the,  Rev. 
Donald  R.  Lee. 

Guests  were  told,  "The  present 
economic  climate  is,  perhaps,  not  the 
best  in  which  to  launch  an  appeal  to  save 
an  old  church  from  collapse.  But 
Methodism  has  few  buildings  which  can 
compare  with  Wesley’s  Chapel,  both  in 
its  unique  historical  links  with  John 
Wesley,  the  founder  of  Methodism,  and  in 
its  architectural  interest.  We  make, 
therefore,  no  apology  at  this  time  to 
plead  ‘Don’t  let  Wesley’s  Chapel  become 
a  ruin.’  ” 

The  appeal  is  in  two  parts.  The  first  is 
for  the  equivalent  of  $1,080,000  for  the 
preservation  and  immediate  resotration 
of  the  chapel  and  repairs  to  Wesley’s 
House  and  Museum.  Of  this  sum  $352,000 
has  already  been  received  or  promised. 


escalation  ui  ouilding  costs  the  longer  it 
takes  to  finish  the  work  the  more  it  will 
eventually  cost.  It  is  imperative, 
therefore,  that  help  be  given  now,  and 
given  generously.” 

All  donations  there  are  being  sent  to 
the  present  minister  at  Wesley’s  Chapel, 
the  Rev.  Allen  Birtwhistle,  City  Road, 
London,  E.C.I.,  England.  (United 
Methodists  in  America  will  be  asked  to 
help  raise  $875,000  during  a  church-wide 
offering  on  May  26.) 

The  chapel  was  opened  in  1778  and 
John  Wesley  ministered  there  for  the  last 
12  years  of  his  life.  His  association  with 
the  neighborhood,  however,  goes  back  to 
about  1737,  when  he  bought  what  was 
known  as  the  “Foundery.” 

He  set  up  a  free  medical  clinic  and 
dispensary,  engaging  an  apothecary  and 
a  surgeon.  There,  also,  he  founded  a  free 
school  for  60  scholars,  and  employed  two 
teachers  to  instruct  them.  Nearly  all  the 
later  social,  medical,  educational  and 
.r.eligious,  activities  of  international 
Methodism  was  conceived  and  brought 
into  being  from  the  “Foundery.” 

Wesley  laid  the  foundation  stone  of  the 
new  chapel  in  1777.  About  18  months 


The  second  part  is  for  an  historical  .later,  on  tyov.  1,  1778,  the  building  was 
study  center,  including  Wesley ’s  Library  sufficiently  near  completion  to  be  opened 
Methodist  Archives,  this  will  involve  ' 


and  Methodist  Archives.  This  will  involve 
the  reconstruction  of  other  buildings  on 
the  site  and  will  cost  about  $960,000. 

The  appeal  was  launched  with  an 
announcement  which  said,  "Woodworm 
and  extensive  dry  rot  have  been 
discovered  in  the  chapel  gallery  beams, 
and  the  walls  are  bowing  due  to  their 
poor  internal  quality.  The  present 
structure  is  fragmented  by  large  win¬ 
dows  and  needs  tying  together.  The 
underpinning  of  the  foundations  may 
need  attention  and  the  joists  of  the  main 
roof  timber  may  fail  in  key  positions  — 
quite  formidable  list  of  defects  that  must 
be  rectified  if  the  building  is  to  be 
preserved  intact.” 

It  added,  “With  the  present  rapid 


for  public  Avorship. 

In  1879,  a  fire  seriously  damaged  the 
chapel  and  the  original  Adam  ceiling  was 
almost  all  destroyed.  Impressions  were 
carefully  taken  of  what  remained;  thus 
the  present  ceiling  is  a  replica  of  the  old. 

The  chapel  was  reopened  in  1880,  and  a 
Centenary  Appeal  in  1891  raised  enough 
money  to  complete  the  renovation.  It  was 
at  that  time  that  the  George  III  masts 
were  removed,  to  be  replaced  by  pillars 
of  French  jaspar,  given  by  affiliated 
Methodist  Churches  in  America,  Canada, 
South  Africa,  Australia,  the  West  Indies 
and  Ireland.  Since  1891  no  significant 
repairs  have  taken  place  and  now  the 
ravages  of  time  have  threatened 
destruction. 


AN  INVITATION: 

To  those  who  would  join 

our  ranks  of  SMALL  INVESTORS 

and  stand,  as  they  do, 

tall  as  church  steeples . . . 

and  help,  as  they  have, 

raise  1,000  such  steeples . . . 

for  what  will  soon  be 

overi  ,000,000  United  Methodist 

worshippers 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST 
DEVELOPMENT  FUND 

asks  you  to  examine  the 

EARNINGS,  SAFETY..  &  UQUIDITY 

of  investment  in  a  FUND  for  loans  to  United  Methodist  con¬ 
gregations  for  construction  of  churches,  parsonages,  educa¬ 
tional  and  other  church-related  facilities. 

YOU  CAN  START  WITH  AS  LITTLE  AS  $100. 

EARNINGS  ,  6'/2%  per  annum. 

LIQUIDITY  ,  Since  the  FUND'S  inception  (1959),  all  re¬ 
quests  for  withdrawal  have  been  met  promptly. 


SAFETY: 


Your  investment  is  protected  by  capital  reserves 
in  excess  of  $5,800,000. 

and  yet 

MORE  SAFETY:  out  of  1,278  loans,  totaling 

$72,817,000,  not  a  single  dollar  has  been  lost.  • 

For  additional  INFORMATION  and  our  PROSPECTUS, 
write  or  call 

THE  UNITED  METHODIST  DEVELOPMENT  FUND 

475  Riverside  Drivi,  New  York,  N.Y.  10027 
Telephone  (212)749-0700,  Ext.  491 


are  bom  under  none  of  the  horoscope's  give  jt  an  opportunjty  to  work 
signs  but  under  the  sign  of  the  cross!  what  really  me  the  most  is  ^ 

There  is  no  way  to  exaggerate  the  hold  self-righteousness  and  hypocrisy  that  is 
of  astrology  and  the  occult  on  modern  s0  evjdent  I.ook  at  the  big  newspapers 
day  life.  Most  daily  newspapers  carry  such  as  the  New  York  Tjmes  and  thc 
horoscopes  which  probably  have  many  Washington  Post  They  speak  so  self- 
alleged  Christian  readers.  The  biggest  righteously  about  political  spying  when 
section  in  a  major  bookstore  I  was  in  they.re  always  planting  spies  in  closed 


recently  was  devoted  to  the  occult 

Those  who  have  fallen  under  these 
influences  are  not  likely  to  be  enlightened 
unless  by  our  pastors.  We  need  to  em¬ 
phasize  the  intellectual  aspects  of  our 
Christian  belief  more  than  we  do.  We 
need  to  help  people  to  think  clearly  and  to 
make  distinctions  between  their 
Christian  beliefs  and  those  beliefs  which 
are  antagonistic  toward  Christianity. 

As  a  Christian  theologian,  how  do  you 
analyze  the  moral  and  political  crisis  in 
our  nation? 

I  think  about  it  a  lot,  of  course.  Most  of 
the  talk  about  moral  crisis  today  seems 
to  refer  to  breaking  into  the  Watergate 
and  then  covering  it  up.  I  believe  the  sin 
of  reaction,  however,  is  greater  than  the 
sin  of  Watergate.  Self-righteous  reaction 
is  the  sin  of  the  Pharisee.  The  harsh, 
judgmental  stance  of  many  politicians 
and  many  in  the  news  media  have  dealt 
with  this  issue  and  the  element  of  glee  in 
the  way  they’ve  dealt  with  it  shows  the 
moral  sickness  of  our  nation  most 
clearly. 

What  I’m  talking  about  is  continual 
condemnation  without  evidence.  Take 
Rose  Mary  Woods,  for  example.  I  was 
disturbed  by  the  meanness  which  was 


door  meetings  in  order  to  get  their 
stories. 

I  think  we  need  to  see  the  political 
crimes  and  the  Phariseeism  in  some 
perspective.  I  don’t  know  of  a  time  when 
a  Christian  perspective  has  been  more 
needed  than  today.  Jesus  always  dealt 
more  harshly  with  the  condemnor  than 
with  the  condemned.  I’d  like  to  see  more 
evidence  of  Jesus’  spirit  in  the  way  we 
deal  with  the  moral  and  political  crises  in 
our  nation. 

You  are  noted  for  believing  that  a  vital 
church  is  a  witnessing  church  and  a 
growing  church.  What  is  your  reaction  to 
those  who  say  that  numbers  are  not 
important? 

The  fellow  who  says  numbers  aren’t 
important  is  an  ass.  He  probably  would 
go  on  to  say  that  he’s  interested  in  quality 
rather  than  quantity.  Quality  and 
quantity  cannot  be  separated  so  neatly  in 
relation  to  the  gospel.  Every  number  on 
the  roll  represents  a  person  who  has  been 
touched  by  the  gospel.  If  all  of  us  are  on 
fire  for  the  faith,  then  our  numbers  are 
bound  to  multiply.  If  our  witness  is  not 
resulting  in  a  multiplication  of  those  who 
accept  the  faith,  then  we  need  to  examine 
the  quality  of  our  witness. 


the  church  today 


The  ravages  of  time 


LONDON  — -  The  Rev.  N.  Allen  Birtwhistlq,  minister  of  Wesley’s  Chapel,  looks  at 
the  effects  of  the  ravages  of  time  discovered  in  the  Chapel’s  balcony  supports.  A  $2 
million  appeal  to  save  the  Chapel,  built  by  the  founder  of  Methodism,  John  Wesley, 
in  1777-78,  has  been  launched.  The  historic  structure  has  been  closed  since  Sep¬ 
tember  1972.  In  addition  to  the  restoration  of  the  Chapel,  it  is  hoped  that  enough 
funds  can  be  raised  to  build  a  historical  study  center  on  the  Chapel  site. 
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BMCR  asks  black  churches 
for  money 

LOS  ANGELES  —  Black  Methodists 
for  Church  Renewal  (BMCR)  voted  here 
during  its  seventh  annual  meeting,  qarlier 
this  month  to  appeal  to  black  churches 
for  half  of  its  $115,000  yearly  budget. 

From  contributions,  80%  would  be  sent 
to  the  organization’s  national  office,  15% 
to  its  conference  BMCR  and  5%  kept  for 
local  use. 

Clayton  Hammand,  associate  execu¬ 
tive  secretary  of  the  Commission  on 
Religion  and  Race,  was  elected  president 
of  BMCR.  Thelma  Barnes  remains  as 


Process  for  evaluating  effectiveness  of 
UMC’s  General  Boards  established 


By  SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 

CINCINNATI  —  Adoption  of  a  com¬ 
prehensive  design  for  evaluating  the 
effectiveness  of  United  Methodism’s 
General  Boards  and  Agencies 
highlighted  a  four-day  meeting  of  the 
denomination’s  General  Council  on 
Ministries  (GCOM»  here  last  week. 

Those  to  be  evaluated  are  the  General 
Boards  of  Church  and  Society, 
Discipleship,  Global  Ministries,  and 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry,  and  the 
General  Commissions  on  Religion  and 
Race  and  the  Status  and  Role  of  Women. 

The  evaluators  will  be  members  of 
GCOM’s  Section  on  Evaluation  and 
Review.  By  design,  they  will  be  "as 
objective  as  possible”  in  assessing  the 
Boards’  and  Agencies’  effectiveness. 
Among  the  criteria  which  to  be  con¬ 
sidered  are  whether  the  boards  and 
agencies  are:  (1)  formulating  and 
following  their  goals  and  priorities;  (2) 
supporting  the  general  goals  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church;  (3)  im¬ 
plementing  program  priorities  of  the 
General  Conference:  (4)  fulfilling  the 
Social  Principles  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church;  and  (5)  cooperating  and  com¬ 
municating  internally,  with  other 
agencies,  and  with  annual  conferences 
and  local  churches. 

As  adopted,  the  evaluation  process  will 
begin  immediately  and  include  the 
reception  and  consideration  of  data:  (1) 
from  persons  in  each  annual  conference 
who  relate  to  the  various  boards  by 
means  of  a  questionnaire:  (2)  from  staff 
of  the  general  boards  and  agencies  via 
answers  to  a  questionnaire:  (3)  from 
first-hand  observance  by  selected  GCOM 
members  of  the  General  Boards’  and 
Agencies’  annual  meetings  this  fall;  and 
(4)  a  series  of  on-the-spot  evaluation 
hearings  with  leaders  of  the  Boards  and 
Agencies  in  late  1974  and  early  1975, 

All  the  data  will  then  be  compiled  and 
summarized.  Members  of  the  Evalu¬ 
ation  and  Review  section  —  and 
ultimately  the  entire  GCOM  —  will 
consider  r|hq  data  ,  and)  wake  recom¬ 
mendations  (1)  to  the  Boards  and 
Agencies  as  to  how  their  ministries  might 
be  enhanced;  < 2 )  to  GCOM’s  Legislative 
Committee  if  any  changes  in 
organization,  program  and  structure  of 
the  Boards  and  Agencies  are  considered 
necessary:  and  (3)  to  GCOM’s  Finance 
Committee  to  consider  making  its 


recommendations  to  the  1976  General 
Conference  regarding  the  allocation  of 
World  Service  Funds  to  the  various 
boards  and  agencies  for  the  1977-80 
quadrennium. 

Reaction  to  the  evaluation  design 
among  GCOM  members  runs  from  en¬ 
thusiastic  to  skeptical.  There  is  general 
agreement  that  some  form  of  continuing 
evaluation  of  the  church’s  national 
boards  is  needed.  Those  who  are  en¬ 
thusiastic  believe  the  new  design  will 
provide  a  “first”  in  comprehensive,  yet 
fair,  evaluations  of  the  denomination’s 
national  program  boards;  and  they  are 
generally  committed  to  making  the 
process  work.  Those  who  are  skeptical 
believe  the  process  is  too  ambitious  to  be 
carried  out  effectively  by  a  largely 
volunteer  staff  of  evaluators  and  that  it 
could  result  in  much  paper  shuffling  and 
little  evaluation. 

In  other  actions  at  its  fourth  session  — 
marking  the  half-way  point  in  its  life 
between  the  1972  and  1976  General 
Conferences,  GCOM: 

•  Decided  to  elect  a  new  General 
Secretary  at  its  March,  1975  meeting  to 
succeed  Dr.  Paul  Church  who  plans  to 
retire.  The  new  chief  executive  will  take 
office  July  1,  1975  and  Dr.  Church  will 
continue  as  a  member  of  the  staff  under 
the  new  General  Secretary’s  direction  for 
a  period  of  one  year  beyond  that  time  — 
thus  providing  continuity  in  GCOM’s 
work,  especially  as  it  relates  to  the  1976 
General  Conference. 

•  Established  a  7-person  Search 
Committee  headed  by  Dr.  Julian  A. 
Lindsey  of  Charlotte,  N.C.  to  recommend 
a  successor  to  Dr.  Church.  Included  in 
the  mix  of  persons  on  the  search  com¬ 
mittee  are  one  young  person,  two  women, 
three  clergy  including  a  bishop,  four  lay 
persons  and  three  members  of  racial  or 
ethnic  minorities. 

•  Adopted  formally  a  policy  of  not 
issuing  "position  statements  or 
recommendations  outside  the  areas 
explicitly  assigned  to  it  in  the 
‘Discipline.’  This  policy  was  an  indirect 
response  to  a  resolution  relating  to  the 
impeachment  of  President  Nixon  which 
had  come  to  GCOM  for  consideration. 

•  Adopted  a  “Statement  of  purpose  for 
GCOM’’  and  a  list  of  nearly  twenty  goals 
and  strategies  for  accomplishing  them 
by  l he  time  of  the  1976  General  Con¬ 
ference.  Among  the  goals  are  that  United 
Methodists  at  thc  local  church  and  an¬ 


nual  conference  levels  may  have  a 
means  of  expressing  their  concerns  and 
GCOM  may  have  a  means  of  hearing  and 
considering  them.  One  strategy  for 
accomplishing  this  goal  is  the  publication 
of  a  tearout  sheet  in  TM/UMR  and  other 
United  Methodist  publications  through 
which  individual  members  may  express 
their  concerns. 

•  Approved  a  proposal  by  the  Board 
of  Discipleship  to  replace  “Street  and 
Steeple”  and  several  other  internal  house 
organs  with  a  single  publication  to  deal 
with  all  the  Discipleship  Boards’  con¬ 
cerns.  The  new  publication,  tentatively 
name  “Mandate,”  will  go  to  an  audience 
of  approximately  100,000  persons  who 
are  in  some  way  related  to  the  Board  of 
Discipleship’s  work. 

•  Endorsed  a  request  from  the  Board 
of  Publication  that  GCOM  join  in  an 
all-out  church-wide  attempt  to  promote 
subscriptions  to  the  new  periodical 
“United  Methodists  Today.” 

•  Approved  a  statement  of  policies 
regarding  national  church  meetings. 
Among  the  stipulations  of  the  new  policy 
is  that  no  more  than  two  national 
meetings,  open  to  any  interested 
member  of  the  church,  will  be  approved 
during  any  calendar  year. 


executive  secretary  of  the  group’s  head¬ 
quarters  in  Atlanta. 

Greater  participation  in 
‘Advance’  sought 

CINCINNATI  —  An  effort  to  enlist 
participation  by  more  than  15,000  United 
Methodist  churches  not  presently  in¬ 
volved  in  the  Advance  was  voted  by  the 
Advance  Committee  here  Mar.  12-13. 

The  Advance  is  a  program  for 
designated  giving  to  foster  partnerships 
between  United  Methodist  congregations 
and  other  churches  in  the  United  States 
and  overseas. 

A  goal  was  set  for  involvement  in  the 
Advance  by  every  one  of  the  39,500 
United  Methodist  churches.  Plans  are 
being  developed  to  create  new  training 
opportunities  for  pastors  and  lay  persons 
to  foster  awareness  of  needs  and  chan¬ 
nels. 

Bishops  expand  ‘open-door 
policy’ 

LOS  ANGELES  —  Expanding  its 
“open-door”  policy,  the  United  Methodist 
Council  of  Bishops  will  hold  three  open 
sessions  during  its  spring  meeting  here  in 
the  Hilton  Hotel  April  15-19. 

Announcement  of  plans  for  the  meeting 
have  been  made  by  Bishop  Charles  F. 
Golden,  president  of  the  Council  and  host 
for  the  gathering. 

The  open  sessions  include  Tuesday 
evening  with  an  address  by  Dr.  Albert  C. 
Outler.  Likewise,  both  the  morning  and 
afternoon  session  on  Thursday  will  be 
open  to  the  public.  Reports  and  recom¬ 
mendations  from  the  Councils  standing 
committees  will  be  heard. 

Female  theolog  wins 
journalism  grant 

CINCINNATI  —  Winner  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church’s  Stoody  Fellowship 
for  graduate  study  in  religious  jour¬ 
nalism  is  a  young  woman  divinity  student 
at  Duke  University,  Durham,  N.C. 

Miss  Patricia  Diane  Weddington  of 
Kannapolis,  N.C.,  has  been  awarded  the 
$3,000  fellowship  offered  annually  by  the 
denomination’s  Joint  Committee  on 
Communication. 


Bishop  W. Angie  Smith  dies 
in  Dallas  at  age  of  79 


DALLAS  —  Bish¬ 
op  W.  Angie  Smith, 
an  episcopal  leader 
of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  for 
more  than  20  years 
and  a  well-known 
champion  of  the 
American  Indian 
died  here  late  last 
week  at  the  age  of 
79. 


Bishop  Smith 


Bishop  Smith  pastored  First  United 
Methodist  Church  here  for  six  years 
before  being  named  bishop  of  Oklahoma. 

It  was  during  his  episcopacy  in 
Oklahoma  that  Bishop  Smith  became 
involved  in  the  plight  of  the  American 
Indian. 

Bishop  Smith,  said  one  Oklahoma 
Conference  executive,  was  “the  driving 


spirit  that  brought  the  need  of  the 
Oklahoma  Indian  to  the  attention  of  the 
Methodist  Church.” 

He  was  ordained  into  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church.  South  in  1921.  Prior  to 
coming  to  Dallas  Bishop  Smith  served 
pastorates  in  Kerrville,  Midland  and  El 
Paso,  Tex.;  Nashville,  Tenn.  Shreve¬ 
port,  La.;  Washington,  D.C.  and  Bir¬ 
mingham,  Ala. 

Survivors  include  his  wife,  Bess,  and 
three  sons.  His  brother,  the  late  Bishop 
A.  Frank  Smith,  was  bishop  of  the 
Houston  area. 

Memorial  services  were  conducted  in 
First  Church  here  by  Senior  Minister  Dr. 
Ben  Oliphint,  and  Bishops  W.  McFerrin 
Stowe  of  Dallas  and  Fred  Corson  of 
Cornwall.  Pa. 

Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield  of  »he 
Louisiana  area  conducted  graveside 
services. 
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The  abortion  question: 


Are  we  creating  martyrs 
while  seeking  new  morals? 


A  resounding  ‘yes’  from  pro-life  forces.... 


"Our  belief  in  the  sanctity  of  unborn 
human  life  makes  us  reluctant  to 
approve  abortion.  But  we  are  equally 
bound  to  respect  the  sacredness  of  the 
life  and  well-being  of  the  mother,  for 
whom  devastating  damage  may  result 
from  an  unacceptable  pregnancy.  In  con¬ 
tinuity  with  past  Christian  teaching,  we 
recognize  tragic  conflicts  of  life  with  life 
that  may  justify  abortion.  We  call  all 
Christians  to  a  searching  and  prayerful 
inquiry  into  the  sorts  of  conditions  that 
may  warrant  abortion.  We  support  the 
removal  of  abortion  from  the  criminal 
code,  placing  it  instead  under  laws 
relating  to  other  procedures  of  standard 
medical  practice.” 

By  BILL  BUCHANAN 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

This  statement  from  the  1972  General 
Conference  sums  up  the  United 
Methodist  Church’s  position  on  abortion. 

While  it  is  generally  interpreted  to  be  a 
“liberal”  statement  on  the  subject,  its 
many  qualifiers  represent  a  victory  for 
the  more  conservative  wing  of  the 
church. 

But  even  though  the  statement  is  con¬ 
sidered  mild  by  pro-abortion  standards, 
it  has  not  proven  mild  or  middle-of-the- 
road  enough  to  quell  the  anger  and 
frustration  of  a  growing  and  active  pro¬ 
life  group  within  the  church  who  see  the 
statement  as  a  blank  check  for  ter¬ 
minating  unwanted  pregnancies. 

Though  not  an  organized  effort  within 
the  church,  the  “pro-life”  movement  is 
being  enlarged  rapidly  by  United 
Methodists  concerned  over  the  swelling 
tide  of  abortion  statistics. 

Adherents  do  not  consider  abortion  a 
viable  option  for  an  unwanted  pregnancy 
except  in  rare  cases,  and  never  as  a 
means  of  birth  control. 


'Utilitarian  elitism’  decried 

The  whole  abortion  craze,  explains  Ms.,  conception  —  you 
Marjory  Mecklenburg  a  United  Meth-  beat  as  early 
odist  laywoman  in  Minneapolis,  “grows 
out  of  what  I  call  a  utilitarian  elitism  — 
an  elitism  that  excluses  or  exploits 
persons  who  are  not  considered  worth¬ 
while  beings  by  someone  else’s  stand¬ 
ards.” 

Ms.  Mecklenburg,  who  is  one  of  the 
recognized  national  leaders  in  the  pro¬ 
life  movement  as  well  as  a  much  sought- 
after  speaker,  says  the  whole  issue  pivots 
on  the  question  of  when  an  abortion  can 
be  justified. 

“If  there’s  one  life  in  the  balance  with 
another  life,  then  abortion  can  be 
justified,”  said  Ms.  Mecklenburg,  whose 
husband  is  a  well-known  Minneapolis 
obstetrician.  “But  if  it’s  the  life  of  an 
unborn  child  in  the  balance  with 
economics,  inconvenience,  emotional 
problems  or  the  mother’s  life  style,  the 
abortion  is  not  justified.” 

Physician  speaks  out 

The  rationale  for  abortion  — 
particularly  as  it  is  delineated  by 
Women’s  liberation  —  is  “intellectually 
unacceptable,”  according  to  Dr.  Mildred 
F.  Jefferson,  a  Boston  surgeon  who  is  on 
the  faculty  of  the  Boston  University 
School  of  Medicine. 

"The  thing  that  is  most  disturbing 
about  women’s  liberation  to  me  is  its 
cruelty,”  continued  the  physician  who  is 
also  a  United  Methodist  laywoman. 

“That  is,  the  deliberate  tying  of  freedom 
to  the  destruction  of  the  one  thing  a 
person  is  designed  to  protect  —  an  in¬ 
fant  human.” 


“The  whole  concept  (abortion)  violates 
the  basic  religious  principles  of  faith, 
hope  and  charity.  When  we  have  no 
charity  we’re  in  trouble,  and  the 
destruction  of  an  unborn  infant  does  i.ot 
indicate  the  existence  of  charity.” 

Concurring  in  the  foregoing  ob¬ 
servations,  the  Rev.  Marlene  Walters,  a 
second  year  seminary  student  and 
chaplain  at  the  Wilmington  (Delaware) 
General  Hospital,  noted  that  “it’s  very 
obvious  when  you  see  an  aborted  baby 
that  it’s  a  life.” 

And  when  it  comes  to  the  whole 
question  of  unwanted  pregnancies  “I  just 
can’t  take  the  easy  way  out  .  .  .1  have  to 
speak  up  for-  those  who  can’t  speak  for 
themselves.” 

Abortion  popularity  explained 

The  popularity  of  abortion  within  so- 
called  “liberal”  circles,  according  to  Dr. 
Jefferson,  is  based  on  a  utilitarian  ethic, 
which,  applied  to  the  situation  of  an 
“unwanted  pregnancy,”  says  “get  rid  of 
it.” 

“It’s  an  ethic,”  said  Dr.  Jefferson, 
“that  says  you  do  away  with  problems  by 
destroying  the  people  who  cause  the 
problems  .  .  .  it’s  saying  that  when  a 
life  causes  a  problem  it  has  no  value  and 
thus  may  be  eliminated.  That  was  the 
same  sort  of  logic  afoot  in  Nazi  Ger¬ 
many.” 

Under  the  banner  of  women’s 
liberation,  said  Ms.  Walters,  “most  gals 
take  the  position  today  that  ‘this  is  my 
body,  my  life,’  and  rationalize  that 
abortion  should  be  their  personal  choice. 

Rights  of  fetus 

“Now,  logically  it  is  your  body,  but  it 
ceases  to  be  the  choice  of  only  one  person 
when  you  begin  interferring  with  the 
rights  of  somebody  else.  I  take  the 
position  that  life  begins  at  the  point  of 
can  detect  a  heart 
five  weeks  —  and, 
consequently,  aborting  an  unborn  child  is 
interferring  with  someone  else’s  rights.” 

Dr.  Jefferson  allowed  that  she  would 
not  deny  many  of  the  legitimiate  battles 
for  freedom  being  waged  by  women’s 
liberation,  but  cautioned  that  “absolute 
individual  freedom  is  one  thing  you 
sacrifice  for  civilization.” 

Further,  continued  the  physician,  for  a 
pregnant  woman  to  exercise  unre¬ 
strained  “freedom”  in  terms  of  abortion 
is  to  deny  the  unborn  fetus  its  freedom. 

“When  abortion  is  considered,”  she 
said,  “the  pregnant  woman  is  not  deal¬ 
ing  with  just  her  body  because  the  baby  is 
not  a  part  of  her  body,  it  is  only  con¬ 
nected  to  it.  A  law  higher  than  any 
law  man  has  made  has  determined  the 
individuality  of  that  baby.” 


Church,  court  criticized 
•  While  the  women  say  the  attitudes  they 
hold  regarding  abortion  are  those  held  by 
many  women  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  they  are  quick  to  point  out  that 
they  did  not  jump  on  the  band  wagon, 
willy  nilly,  as  it  were,  just  to  have  a  cause 
to  proclaim  publicly. 

The  increasing  permissiveness  of  the 
churches  regarding  abortion  and  the 
recent  Supreme  Court  decision  legalizing 
abortion  in  the  first  stages  of  pregnancy, 
coupled  with  the  spiraling  rates  of 
abortion,  they  say,  provoked  them  to 
institutionalize  personal  convictions  into 
a  public  crusade. 

The  women  were  particularly  critical 


Classified 

Rate:  25c  per  ward,  figure  or  lntltial  per  In¬ 
sertion.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  cm 
contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  In  advance.  Minimum  charge  of  66.25 
Service  charge  cr  wind  ads  SI. 00  per  Insertion. 

A  UNIQUE  OPPORTUNITY.  A  successfu  [ 

retired  salesman  or  minister  to  represent  one 
of  America's  fastest  growing  religious  radio 
programs  In  your  area.  Exceptionally  good 
Income  potential.  If  Interested,  write. 

HOMEPARENTS  NEEDED  far  chud  care. 
These  are  full  time  positions  for  married 
couples  with  no  dependents.  In  addition  to 
salary,  we  provide  meals,  laundry  service, 
living  quarters  while  on  duty,  sick  leave;  also 
Insurance  and  retirement  programs  are 
available.  Applicants  must  be  non-smokers, 
non-drinkers,  high  school  graduate,  preferably 
with  college  training.  These  positions  can 
provide  very  rewarding  experiences.  Please 
contact  the  personnel  Department.  Methodist 
Home.  1111  H»rrlng  Ave..  Waco.  Texas  7670C. 

32602 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  position  open.  3.900 
member  church.  Downtown,  full  time,  good 
salary.  Well-rounded  choir  program:  adults, 
youth,  children.  A  fine  position  for  a  qualified, 
experienced  Christian  churchman  who  loves 
people!  If  Interested,  send  Information,  pic¬ 
ture.  references,  etc.  to:  Pastor-Parish 
Relations  Committee.  Polk  Street  United 
Methodist  Church.  1401  Polk  St..  Amarillo, 
Texas  79101.  Tel.  374-2891. 

CHOICE  FOUR  TOURS  from  Dallas.  22  days. 

June  12.  Central.  Southern  Europe;  Scandi¬ 
navia;  British  Isles;  Russia.  First  class  hotels. 

Bess  Loudermllk.  3339  Milton.  Dallas,  Texas 
75205,  (214)  363-2692. 

MAKE  MONEY  for  your  women’s  group, 
youth  group,  men’s  group.  Sunday  school  class 
by  placing  the  new,  humorous  cartoon  book. 

*’A  Methodist  Is  .  .  "  on  your  church’s 
literature  table.  Retails  for  only  $1.50.  Make 

40  percent  profit  when  you  sell  10  or  more. 
Order  from:  Allendale  Press.  P.  O.  Box  1521. 
South  Miami,  Fla.  33143. 

CHURCH  ADMINISTRATOR  OR  BUSINESS 
MANAGER  position  wanted.  Twenty  years 
experiences,  all  In  mulUple  staff  churches. 
Married,  college  graduate.  45  years  age. 
Strong  In  leadership  and  organizational 
ability.  Knowledgeable  of  financial  planning, 
membership  cultivation  and  staff  supervision. 

Write  to:  TM-UMR.  P.O.  Box  1076.  Dallas. 
Texas  75221. 

JOSEF  MERTIN  one  manual  semi-portable 
pipe  organ  with  seven  ranks  of  pipes.  Complete 
and  playable.  First  United  Methodist  Church. 

One  East  Olive,  Redlands,  Cal.  92373. 

EUROPE  239  ROUND  TRIP:  2  weeks 
Europe  —  290.  300.  330  —  land  only.  3  weeks 
Europe  —  450,  490.  Private  bath,  fully 
escorted.  90  tours.  Escorted.  Independent  — 
earn  trip.  W.  H.  Sims  Tours.  2320  Chimney 
Rock.  Houston.  Texas  77027.  (713  )  782-1601. 

WORLDWIDE  METHODIST  HOLY  Land 

Tour  and  Evangelism  Convocation.  November 
16-23.  1974.  Outstanding  speakers,  seminars. 

6623.  7-Day  Athens-Rome  optional  extension 

793.  Winters.  Texas  79567. 

DELUXE  ORIENTAL  TOUR:  Rev.  and  Mrs. 

Ed  Laux.  experienced  escorts.  Invite  you  to 

Join  them.  3  weeks  In  August  74.  Brochure 
available.  Write:  Rev.  Ed  Laux.  6247 
Annapolis.  Dallns.  Texas  75214. 

DEPENDABLE.  UNENCUMBERED  LADY. 
Uve-ln,  to  assist  convalescent  paUent,  drive  to 
therapy.  References.  Telephone  after  4:00 

gate.  Dallas,  Texas  75229. 

Cushions  For 
Church  Pews 

COMFORT  AND  BEAUTY 

AT  PRICES  YOU 

CAN  AFFORD 

Flowers  Cushion 
Service 

Keene.  Texas  76059 

Phone 

(817)  MI5-9203  ; 

YOUTH  AND  CHILDREN'S  director  needed. 

If  you  love  young  people,  can  coordinate  a 
creative.  Innovative,  meaningful  program, 
please  send  resume.  Including  age.  education, 
experiences,  talents,  goals,  objectives, 
references  to:  Mrs.  Paul  Vickery,  c-o  First 
United  Methodist  Church.  Box  278,  Lewisville. 
Texas  75067. 

PATCHWORK  QUILTS  WANTED:  prior  1940. 
Spark.  2246  Colo.  Blvd..  Denver.  Colo.  80207. 

of  the  official  United  Methodist  view  of 
abortion  as  handed  down  by  the  1972 
General  Conference: 

“I’ve  talked  to  a  number  of  United 
Methodist  ministers  in  the  Wilmington 
area 


He  said  that  most  of  his  associates  in 
the  Friends  of  the  Methodist  Mission 
Home  feel  the  same  way. 

(Friends  of  the  Methodist  Mission 
Home  is  an  organization  created  to 


said  Ms.  Walters,  “and  their  support  a  United  Methodist-sponsored 


attitude  is  that  the  General  Conference 
said  it  and  we  have  to  go  along  with  it. 
Now  that  is  not  the  usual  Methodist 
viewpoint.  I’ve  found  that  in  most  cases 
United  Methodists  are  people  who  look 
into  issues  like  this  to  see  what  they  as 
individuals  believe  rather  than  accepting 
someone  else’s  dictates.” 

Adds  Ms.  Mecklenburg:  “traditional 
Methodism  would  have  a  great  deal  of 
trouble  with  such  a  dehumanizing 
position.  I’m  really  shocked  at  the 
standards  of  the  very  high  levels  in  the 
church,  especially  when  they  (General 


home  in  San  Antonio  for  unwed  mothers. 
While  it  does  not  officially  take  a  pro-life 
position,  most  of  its  membership  does.) 

And  while  abortion  is  seen  as  a  neces-, 
sary  alternative  in  some  cases,  he  con¬ 
tinued,  the  whole  question  is  handled 
much  too  lightly  nowadays. 

“I  feel  there  ought  to  be  at  least  a 
week’s  waiting  period  at  an  abortion 
clinic  where  counseling  goes  on,”  he 
opined.  “But  I  don’t  find  that  too  much 
counseling  goes  on  in  the  24  hours  most 
people  spend  at  these  clinics.” 
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.... Opposition  says 
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Conference)  can’t  tell  the  difference 
between  human  lives  and  trees  and  Concern  goes  deep 
stones.  That’s  pretty  far  from  religion.  “Our  concern  goes  deeper  than 
“Sometimes  I  just  don’t  understand  abortion,”  concludes  Ms.  Mecklenburg, 
what’s  happening  to  religion  in  general.  “Each  human  life  is  a  gift  of  God  and  it 
They  (church  leaders) are  trying  to  be  so  disturbs  me  to  see  what’s  happening  to 
relevant  that  they  don’t  stop  to  think  the  old  people  in  our  society  .  This  whole 


f  >'! 


what  all  this  is  going  to  mean  to  the 
Christian.  I’m  ashamed  of  my  church’s 
stand  on  abortion.  I  can’t  believe  that  a 
religious  body  would  allow  the  calous 
killing  of  human  lives  to  solve  a  social 
problem.” 

UMC  abortion  statement 
'appalling* 

'  Declaring  that  the  United  Methodist 
statement  on  abortion  is  “appalling 
because  it  did  not  deal  with  the  real 
issues,”  Dr.  Jefferson  said  she  would 
encourage  all  United  Methodists  to  get  a 
clearer  understanding  of  the  basic 
issues.  “I  just  feel  that  the  majority  of 
United  Methodists  are  not  willing  to 
proceed  along  these  utilitarian  lines.” 

She  said  there  lias  been  a  slow,  but 
growing  determination  among  many 
United  Methodists  to  find  a  viable  way  of 
responding  to  the  statement.  One  method 
is  an  attempt  to  get  more  political 
leverage  whereby  more  than  “pro¬ 
abortion”  advocates  would  populate  the 
committees  that  draw  up  such 
statements. 

Psychological  argument 
poo-pooed 

Most  people  interviewed  took  ‘  tfie 
position  that  the  argument  that 
psychological  damage  may  result  from 
an  unwanted  pregnancy  is  not  a  very 
good  reason  for  abortion. 

“There’s  no  proof  to  support  that  more 
damage  always  results  from  a  fulT-term 
pregnancy  —  unwanted  or  not  —  than 
occurs  from  an  abortion,”  said  one 
person. 

It’s  sort  of  a  scare  tactic,  said  Ms. 
Mecklenburg.  “But  it’s  just  not  true  that 
we’re  going  to  have  women  jumping  off 
cliffs  if  they’re  pregnant.” 

Due  to  what  is  viewed  as  the  im¬ 
mediacy  of  the  problem,  most  people 
interviewed  said  they  feel  that  it  is  futile 
to  try  to  change  the  church  and  thereby 
change  the  current  views  on  abortion 
abroad  in  society:  it  was  decided  to  go 
directly  to  the  people  in  a  sort  of  “grass 
roots”  campaign. 

Ms.  Mecklenburg  said  that  most 
United  Methodists  who  are  concerned 
about  the  situation  have  aligned  them¬ 
selves  with  one  of  the  various  pro-life 
organizations  in  the  country,  one  of  the 
most  popular  and  visible  of  which  is 
Birthright  in  the  U.S.  She  and  her 
husband  were  two  of  the  original  foun¬ 
ders  of  that  organization. 

But,  like  Ms.  Walters,  her  involvement 
is  much  more  than  token  or  financial.  She 
spends  much  of  her  time  traveling  and 
speaking  and  has  appeared  on  several 
national  television  shows,  including 
“Today,”  and  “Mike  Douglas.” 

In  her  turn,  Ms.  Walters  gives  over 
much  of  her  time  to  lecturing  to  various 
groups,  including  student  nurses’ 
classes.  Likewise,  Dr.  Jefferson’s  lecture 
circuit  includes  most  anyone  who’ll 
seriously  listen  —  and  that  takes  her  all 
over  the  U.S. 

Men  involved,  too 

However,  pro-life  is  not  just  a  woman- 
supported  movement:  there  are  plenty  of 
men,  one  of  whom  is  Mack  Sorrell,  a 
United  Methodist  layman  who  lives  in 
Dallas. 

One  of  his  more  interesting  ob¬ 
servations  was  that  the  rapidly 
decreasing  supply  of  adoptable  babies 
has,  for  many  people,  changed  an  in¬ 
tellectual  consideration  of  abortion  into  a 
very  personal  and  practical  approach  to 
the  problem. 

“The  idea  of  an  unwanted  child  is  false. 
No  such  animal  exists,”  said  Mr.  Sorrell 
who  is  the  father  of  two  adopted  children. 

The  fact  that  more  and  more  people 
want  to  adopt  children  and  the  fact  that 
there  are  less  and  less  adoptable  children 
due  to  —  among  other  things,  abor¬ 
tion  —  has  cast  a  new  light  on  the  whole 
question  for  many  people,  he  continued. 

Unwanted  pregnancy 
no  argument 

"Just  because  a  pregnancy  is  un¬ 
wanted  or  untimely  does  not  give  one  the 
right  to  destroy  that  life,”  observed  Mr. 
Sorrell.  “Let’s  face  it,  Christ  was  an 
untimely  pregnancy. 

“We  may  be  eliminating  some 
potential  problems  through  abortion,  but 
how  many  answers,  how  many  great 
people  are  also  being  destroyed  without 
even  being  given  a  chance? 

“I’m  an  adoptive  parent  and 
sometimes  I  look  at  my  child  and  think 
that  this  beautiful  person  could  have 
been  destroyed  without  having  a 
chance.” 


business  of  eliminating  ‘problems’  seems 
to  be  getting  out  of  hand.” 

“The  best  thing  the  pro-abortionists 
did,”  adds  Ms.  Walters,  “was  to  make  it 
a  Roman  Catholic  issue..  That  way 
everyone  —  supposedly  —  has  to  op¬ 
pose  the  Roman  Catholic  position  (anti¬ 
abortion),  except,  of  course,  the  Roman 
Catholics.” 

“In  a  very  real  sense,”  added  Dr. 
Jefferson,  “a  woman  is  destroying  part 
of  herself  when  she  has  an  abortion.  She 
is  destroying  the  50  percent  of  herself  and 
her  inheritance  that  she  has  given  to  that 
fetus.” 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

There  are,  of  course,  two  sides  to  every 
story  —  including  abortion. 

While  there  are  those  who  contend  that 
abortion  is  tantamount  to  murder,  there 
are  others  who  claim  that  to  swallow  the 
“pro-life”  argument  “hook,  line  and 
sinker”  is  to  be  royally  led  down  the 
garden  path. 

According  to  Ms.  Jeri  Rasmussin,  a 
professional  abortion  lobbyist  based  in 
St.  Paul,  Minn.,  the  whole  issue  really 
boils  down  to  a  question  of  religious 
liberties. 

Ms.  Rasmussin,  a  United  Methodist 
laywoman,  charged  that  the  pro-life 
forces  are  attempting  to  legally  in¬ 
stitutionalize  the  narrow  theological 
views  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Chruch 
which  many  20th  century  persons  find  in¬ 
compatible  with  current  moral  and 
religious  views. 

To  pose  the  question  in  terms  of  who  is 
right  and  who  is  wrong  is  to  go  about  it  in 
an  un-Christian  way,  she  said.  There 
should  be  a  freedom  of  choice,  a  freedom 
to  act  out  of  one’s  own  interpretation  of 
the  Gospel  message. 


Alternative  offered 

Education  for  parenthood 


By  BARB  BERG 
Staff  Writer 

TULSA,  Okla.  —  Donna  is  16  years 
old.  A  high  school  sophomore,  she  har¬ 
bors  the  dream  of  becoming  a  social 
worker. 

Because  of  an  unstable  home  life,  the 
pretty  teenager  has  shouldered  more 
responsibility  than  the  average  16-year- 
old. 

But  now  Donna  is  faced  with  another 
dilemma.  She  is  pregnant. 

Questions  suddenly  surface:  How  will 
her  parents  react?  Should  she  have  the 
child  and  put  it  up  for  adoption?  Should 
she  have  an  abortion?  Should  she  marry 
the  father?  Should  she  keep  the  child 
without  marrying?  If  so,  how  will  she 
support  herself  and  her  child?  And  what 
about  her  remaining  two  years  of  high 
school  and  that  anticipated  college 
education? 

Sadly,  Donna  is  not  alone  in  her 
situation.  Statistics  tell  us  that  one  of  10 
babies  is  born  to  persons  under  18  years 
of  age.  For  every  100  American  girls 
between  the  ages  of  15  and  19,  an  average 
of  two  gave  birth  to  an  illegitimate  child 
in  1972.  This  adds  up  to  an  alarming 
350,000  to  400,000  per  year. 

Fortunately,  a  growing  number  of 
health  facilities,  public  and  private 
schools  and  religious  and  social  agencies 
are  creating  answers  to  Donna’s 
questions.  One  such  organization  is  the 
Margaret  Hudson  Program  here. 
Founded  in  1969  by  a  Planned  Parent¬ 
hood  executive,  a  Tulsa  Psychiatric 
Foundation  representative,  a  VISTA 
supervisor  and  a  public  health  doctor, 
MHP  first  convened  weekly  as  a  coun¬ 
seling  group.  One  of  its  first  “homes” 
was  Centenary  United  Methodist  Church, 
whose  pastor,  Bob  Dotson,  serves  on  the 
MHP  board  of  directors? 

Needs  identified 

“One  of  the  earliest  needs  which  the 
girls  identified,”  recalled  director  Lois 
H.  Gatchell,  “was  the  need  to  remain  in 
school  and  complete  their  high  school 
education.” 

So  MHP  spread  its  wings,  instituting 
correspondence  courses,  financed  by  the 
Tulsa  Economic  Opportunity  Task  Force 
and  taught  by  volunteer  instructors. 

Soon,  however,  other  social  and  health 
needs  were  recognized,  and,  as  Mrs. 
Gatchell  described  it,  “the  idea  of  a 
comprehensive  service  approach  was 
born." 

Now,  five  years  later,  the  capacity 
number  of  girls  being  served  by  the  non¬ 
profit  corporation  has  tripled  to  90. 
Nearly  900  teenagers  have  participated 
in  the  program  since  its  inception. 

Does  MHP  have  a  “typical”  student? 

The  average  age  is  16.2  years.  Ranging 
in  age  from  13  to  20,  the  young  women 
share  two  common  characteristics :  None 
have  completed  high  school.  All  are 
pregnant. 

The  students  cannot  be  classified  by 
economics,  race  (60  percent  are  white) 
or  religious  faith.  Each  young  person 
approaches  the  problem  from  a  different 
perspective,  sphere  of  knowledge  and 
experience  and  system  of  attitudes  and 
values. 

Having  obtained  her  physician’s 
certification,  Donna  enters  MHP.  Con¬ 
tinuing  to  live  at  home,  she  will  commute 
daily  to  the  educational  facility. 

Upon  enrollment  she  is  assigned  to  one 
of  three  counseling  .caseloads.  Acting  as 
a  contact  or  liaison  party,  the  counselor 
helps  Donna  determine  her  personal 
goals  and  relates  MHP’s  offerings  to 
each  of  her  unique  needs.  Adoption 
counseling  is  an  integral  focus  of  the 
MHP  entrance  counseling  program. 

Mrs.  Gatchell  rates  counseling  as 
“extremely  important  to  the  young 


parent’s  future  mental  health,  for  often 
the  psychological  hazards  of  early  child¬ 
bearing  may  well  outweigh  the 
physiological. 

“We  try  to  work  in  an  integrated  ap¬ 
proach.  Everyone  (staff  member)  must 
consider  himself  a  teacher  and  a  coun¬ 
selor  and  a  nurse  because  you  may  be 
called  upon  to  fill  that  role  at  any 
moment.” 

Group  counseling 

Group  counseling  is  another  vital  facet 
of  MHP’s  operation.  Weekly  sessions 
serve  as  “crises  intervenors”  for  the 
young  parents  (husbands  an$  boy  friends 
are  encouraged  to  attend.)  •*- 

Later,  Donna’s  counselor  will  help  her 
to  determine  which  follow-up  procedures 
will  best  serve  her  as  she  leaves  MHP. 
Mrs.  Gatchell  considers  the  exit  in¬ 
terview  and  auxiliary  counseling 
essential.  “We  find,”  she  said,  “that  the 
‘crunch’  comes  after  the  baby  is  born, 
when  she  must  face  the  reality  of  being  a 
student  and  a  mother  and,  sometimes,  a 
wife,  with  goals  to  fulfill  in  all  those 
areas.” 

At  MHP  Donna  continues  in  the 
academic  subjects  in  which  she  was 
enrolled  at  her  home  school.  Since  the 
girls  are  from  such  radically  diverse 
backgrounds,  the  curricula  must  be 
individualized  to  a  great  extent,  and  the 
classroom  atmosphere  is  less  formal 
than  the  traditional  setting. 

In  addition,  each  girl  selects  one  or  two 
non-credit  Enrichment  electives.  Agency 
speakers  and  programs,  field  trips  and 
introduction  to  leisure  skills  enable 
exploration  of  community  and  culture. 
Some  40  lay  and  professional  volunteers 
share  their  knowledge  of  arts  and  crafts, 
drama,  music,  household  mechanics  and 
typing. 

Optimum  health  education  is  yet 
another  key  element  of  MHP.  Here 
Donna  receives  weekly  medical  coun¬ 
seling,  treatment  or  referral  of  problems 
and  instruction,  monitored  through 
school  and  outpatient  clinics  and 
augmented  by  the  city/county  nursing 
service. 

Definitely  the  biggest  decision  con¬ 
fronting  Donna  concerns  her  baby’s 
future. 

“I  think  it’s  kind  of  a  phenomenon  of 
our  times  that  there  has  been  this  great 
increase  in  young  people  keeping  their 
babies,  married  or  not  married,”  Mrs. 
Gatchell  observed.  “I  think  this"  has 
tended  to  be  true  among  our  minorities 
traditionally,  but  among  the  white, 
middle  class  this  seems  to  be  on  the  in¬ 
crease.” 

People-power  is  what  keeps  MHP  on 
the  move.  Its  22  full  time  staff 
professionals  gain  a  helping  hand  from  a 
wealth  of  community  resources. 

One  such  community  resource,  MHP 
has  discovered,  is  the  church.  Many 
Centenary  parishioners,  along  with 
members  of  Asbury,  Boston  Avenue, 
Memorial  Drive  and  Rose  Hill  United 
Methodist  churches,  teach  Enrichment 
courses.  Several  clergypersons  have 
aided  as  group  counselors  as  well. 

The  UMC  Board  of  Missions  of  the 
Oklahoma  Conference  recently  gave 
MHP  a  second  $1,000  grant.  Because 
MHP’s  $150,000  budget  is  largely  derived 
from  government  grants,  public  and 
private  contributions  and  cooperating 
agency  funds,  the  demand  always  ex¬ 
ceeds  the  supply  of  both  monetary  and 
human  assets. 

Mrs.  Gatchell  believes  that  MHP 
volunteers  and  staff  personnel  “are  here 
because  they  are  committed  to  the  kinds 
of  human  values  that  are  rooted  in  the 
Judaeo-Christian  ethic.  We  don’t  stress 
denominational  religion  but  certainly 
religious  values.” 


'i  believe  in  the  potential  of  life,” 
continued  the  lobbyist.  “There’s  poten¬ 
tial  in  both  the  sperm  and  the  egg,  but 
that’s  not  to  say  that  it’s  always  wise  or 
always  loving  to  have  that  physical  po¬ 
tential  realized.” 

As  in  most  questions  the  Christian 
must  deal  with,  she  explained,  the 
question  of  abortion  eventually  gets  down 
to  a  question  of  love.  That  is,  faced  with 
an  unwanted  pregnancy  some  women 
feel  that  it  is  not  a  question  of  suffering 
bravely  or  turning  her  hand  to  “mur¬ 
der.”  It  is,  rather,  a  question  of  what  is 
the  most  loving  thing  to  do. 

“I  feel  abortion  can  be  an  act  of  love  if 
you’re  acting  out  of  Christian  con¬ 
victions,”  she  said.  “If  we  really  believe 
in  Christian  love  we  must  necessarily 
believe  in  having  a  mind  that  is  capable 
of  making  decisions  and  seeking  the 
truth.” 

And  seeking  the  truth  is  more  than  just 
acknowleding  that  there’s  a  fetus 
geslating  inside  one.  It  is  a  matter  of 
weighing  the  positive  and  negative  ef¬ 
fects  that  a  full  term  pregnancy  may 
portend  for  both  mother  and  child. 

“  ‘Know  the  truth  and  the  truth  shall 
make  you  free’  —  now  that’s  a  powerful 
statement  and  that’s  what  we’re  about,” 
she  added. 

But  that’s  not  to  say  that  everyone  will 
come  out  in  the  same  place  after 
weighing  things  in  the  balance,  she 
continued.  But  that  is  the  beauty  of  the 
recent  Supreme  Court  decision  legalizing 
abortion:  “it  allows  each  of  us  to  operate 
within  our  own  conscience.” 

Ms.  Rasmussin  isn’t  alone  in  her  fight 
to  keep  abortion  as  an  option.  Among 
other  abortion  rights  champions  within 
United  Methodism  is  one  of  the  church’s 
most  well-known  bishops:  James 
Armstrong  of  the  Dakotas  area. 

Testifying  recently  during  a  hearing  on 
a  proposed  constitutional  amendment 
that  would  negate  the  Supreme  Court 
decision,  Bishop  Armstrong  said  that  to 
pass  the  amendment  would  “write  the 
views  of  a  particular  religious  com¬ 
munity  into  the  laws  of  the  land  ...” 

“With  all  due  respect,”  he  continued, 
“should  a  male-dominated  religious 
hierachy  determine  the  moral  posture 
and  legal  status  of  the  opposite  sex.  .  .  A 
church  that  proclaims  celibacy  to  reflect 
the  highest  level  of  excellence  and  that 
takes  the  dimmest  view  of  scientific 
methods  of  birth  control  is  not  in  a  logical 
position  to  impose  its  views  on  abortion 
on  the  remainder  of  the  citizenry.” 


An  Insane  Father 
A  Starving  Mother 


That’s  the  story  of  Reemi’s 
parents.  Eight-year-old  Reemi  is 
one  of  eight  children,  and  when  she 
was  found  begging,  our  orphanage 
superintendent  took  her  in.  This 
small  girl  of  India  needs  the  love 
and  care  of  a  sponsor. 

WHAT  YOU  CAN  DO 
Sponsoring  Reemi  or  some  other 
child  in  India,  Peru,  Brazil,  or 
Korea  will  prove  to  be  a  rewarding 
experience.  It’s  an  inexpensive 
project  for  an  individual,  a  family, 
a  youth  group,  men’s  club,  UMW, 
or  a  Sunday  School  class.  The  cost: 
Still  just  $10  a  month.  We  will  send 
you  full  information  on  your  child 
and  you  may  write  him  if  you  wish. 
WORLD’S  CHILDREN.  INC.  is 
approved  by  the  U.S.  government 
so  that  payments  are  tax  deduc¬ 
tible. 


Street  _ 
CHy _ 


WRITE  TO:  Rev.  A  Mrs.  Albert  E.  Pur- 
viance,  WORLD’S  CHILDREN,  Ine.,  Box  CM, 
Cheyenne,  Wyoming  *2001. 
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Speakers  named  for  lay  retreat 


“Concern  for  Persons,’’  and 
“Evangelism,’’  the  two  themes  of  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  year  of 
1974,  will  be  the  themes  of  the  18th 
Annual  Lay  Retreat  set  for  the  weekend 
of  June  29-30,  at  Centenary  College  in 
Shreveport.  A  speaker  for  each  subject 
has  been  named  by  the  retreat  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  Conference  Board  of  Laity. 

Reverend  Harold  C.  Letts,  secretary 


Pastor- lay  leader 
relations  shared 


“He  is  honest  in  his  remarks  to  his 
pastor,  even  when  the  pastor  doesn’t 
want  to  hear  the  sound  of  a  different 
drummer!’’ 

That’s  the  statement  of  one  pastor  in 
the  Louisiana  conference  in  answer  to  a 
questionaire  sent  out  over  the  state  last 
fall  in  preparation  for  a  series  of 
workshops  on  local  church  lay  leaders 
held  in  February  in  each  District. 

Cecil  Bland  of  the  conference  office  led 
the  workshops.  In  an  effort  to  prepare  for 
the  group  sessions,  simple  question- 
aires  were  mailed  to  50  pastors  and  50  lay 
leaders  in  Louisiana.  Responses  were 
interesting,  inspiring  and  revealing  of 
the  relationships  of  the  various  church 
ministers  and  their  lay  leaders.  Par¬ 
ticularly  revealing  were  these  two: 

Lay  Leader:  “I  am  afraid  it  is  pretty 
much  of  just  a  title  only.  I  would  love  to 
know  more;  my  desire  is  to  be  a  better 
lay  leader.” 

Pastor:  “It  is  just  a  title;  I  don’t  know 
what  he  is  supposed  to  do,  and  neither 
does  he.” 

Most,  however,  have  a  real,  spirit  filled 
relationship  that  benefits  all  concerned: 
the  pastor,  the  lay  leader  and  the 
congregation.  One  minister  said  “If  there 
be  such  a  thing  as  a  spiritual  leader  in  a 
local  church,  he  (the  lay  leader)  ought  to 
be  that.  *  He  should  be  the  “lay-elder”  of 
the  congregation.” 

The  majority  of  the  pastors  responding 
said  that  the  lay  leader  best  serves  the 
church  by  being  a  Liaison  between  the 
pastor  and  the  congregation;  the  lay 
leader  can  explain  the  pastor  to  the 
people,  and  vice  versa.  Some  churches 
use  lay  persons  in  worship  services,  and 
the  lay  leader  is  in  charge  of  that ;  other 
pastors  use  him  as  a  “sounding  board”  to 
bounce  ideas  off  of,  to  help  in  program 
planning. 

Although  most  of  the  relationships 
reported  were  on  a  very  high  plane,  some 


evidently  didn’t  reach  that  level.  One 
long  time  lay  leader,  said  that  the  pastor 
of  his  church  never  used  him,  never 
consulted  him,  and  when  asked  what  he 
wanted  to  do  as  a  lay  leader,  his  answer 
was  “Quit!” 

The  majority  of  the  lay  leaders  felt  that 
it  was  their  duty  to  keep  the  congregation 
informed  as  to  what  was  going  on  and 
what  was  coming  up  in  the  future  of  their 
church.  They  felt  it  their  obligation  to 
know  facts  concerning  their  church’s 
beliefs,  doctrines,  programs  and  goals 
and  to  relate  it  in  loving  concern  to  the 
people.  They  thought  of  themselves  as 
aides  and  counselors  to  their  pastors,  to 
provide  someone  to  talk  to  when  things 
are  going  well  and  when  things  are  bad. 
Helping  smooth  the  rough  spots  for  a  new 
pastor  came  in  for  special  consideration 
as  a  function  of  the  lay  leader. 

One  pastor  summed  it  all  up  with  this: 
“I  expect  my  lay  leader  to  advise  me,  to 
help  me,  to  pray  for  me  and  to  work  with 
me. 


Fund  aids  center 

Youth  from  throughout  the  Louisiana 
Conference  gave  generously  to  a  Youth 
Service  Fund,  which  is  part  of  the 
nationwide  youth  program  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  Of  these  moneys 
collected,  70  percent  are  used  to  support 
mission  projects  within  the  conference, 
and  30  percent  goes  to  national  and  in¬ 
ternational  mission  projects,  which  are 
a*  ->rsed  by  the  Council  of  Youth 
Ministry  of  the  national  church. 

In  Louisiana,  the  funds  are  disbursed 
by  the  Conference  Youth  Team.  The 
Shreveport  Metropolitan  Ministry  was 
one  of  the  projects  receiving  money  from 
this  fund  in  1973.  The  money  was 
designated  specifically  for  the  St.  James 
Day  Care  Center  in  Shreveport. 


for  Social  Concerns  of  the  Lutheran 
church  in  America,  will  present  “Con¬ 
cern  for  Persons,”  and  Reverend 
Howard  C.  Blake,  coordinator  of  church 
relations,  Laity  Lodge,  H.  E.  Butt 
Foundation,  Southern  Presbyterian 
Church  minister,  will  cover  “Evangel¬ 
ism.” 

Mr.  Letts,  after  serving  two  parishes, 
Calvary  in  Jersey  City  and  St.  Peter’s  in 
Jamaica,  Long  Island,  was  called  in  1947, 
to  be  the  first  secretary  for  Social  Action 
of  the  Board  of  Social  Missions  of  the 
United  Lutheran  church  in  America.  In 
this  position  he  conducted  studies  and 
schools  in  the  areas  of  international 
affairs,  family  life,  race  and  industrial 
relations,  and  he  assisted  in  developing 
social  policy  statements  on  these  sub¬ 
jects. 

He  has  since  served  as  associate 
executive  secretary  of  the  Division  of 
Christian  Life  and  Work  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches,  and  director  of  Long 
Range  Planning.  In  1970  he  returned  to  a 
staff  position  with  the  Lutheran  Church 
in  America,  where  he  serves  as 
Secretary  for  Social  Concerns. 

He  is  a  graduate  of  Colgate  University, 
Union  Theological  Seminary  and  the 
Lutheran  Theological  Seminary  in 
Philadelphia. 

Reverend  Howard  C.  Blake  studied  at 


Princeton  University,  Princeton 
Theological  Seminary,  and  Mansfield 
College,  Oxford.  He  worked  with  the 
movement  known  as  Moral  Re- 
Armament,  then  the  old  Oxford  Group 
movement,  before  serving  as  pastor  of 
First  Presbyterian  church  of  Weslaco, 
Texas.  In  1965,  he  became  General 
Presbyter  of  South  Texas  Presbytery. 

In  1970,  he  was  chosen  as  Executive 
Secretary  of  the  Presbyterian 
Celebration  of  Evangelism,  with  the 
main  event  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  At  the 
present  time,  he  serves  on  the  staff  of 
Laity  Lodge,  Kerrville,  Texas,  as 
Coordinator  of  Church  Relations  and  is 
engaged  at  the  same  time  in  a  research 
project  sponsored  by  Princeton 
Theological  Seminary  on  the  whole  field 
of  the  laity  in  relation  to  the  church, 
especially  with  regard  to  programs  of  lay 
training. 

The  Annual  Lay  Retreat,  sponsored  by 
the  Conference  Board  of  the  Laity,  is 
open  to  lay  men,  lay  women,  and  youth  of 
the  Conference.  Starting  at  12  Noon, 
Saturday,  June  29,  it  climaxes  with 
Sunday  morning  services  led  by  our 
Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield  on  Sunday, 
June.  30.  Brochures  with  registration 
forms  are  in  the  process  of  being  printed 
and  will  be  distributed  across  the  con¬ 
ference. 


Bishop’s  message 

(written  late  afternoon,  March  15, 1974) 

A  few  moments  ago  the  phone  rang,  and  a  familiar  voice  gave  me  a  message 
which  could  not  be  well  delivered ;  the  intrusion  of  evident  hurt  made  the  message 
difficult  to  understand,  but  presently  I  became  aware  that  Bishop  W.  Angie  Smith 
had  quietly  passed  away. 

For  the  past  hour  I  have  been  sitting  at  this  desk  somewhat  benumbed,  but  a 
strange  thing  has  happened.  Rather  than  be  filled  with  confusion  and  agony,  I  have 
been  able  to  think  clearly,  meditate  peacefully,  and  pray  with  gratefulness  in  my 
heart.  Grief  affects  people  differently,  I  suppose,  and  the  news  of  Bishop  Smith’s 
passing  has  evoked  a  quiet  serenity. 

I  realize  how  much  I  owe  to  this  man;  I  know  how  much  the  church  owes  him,  and 
I  think  of  the  many  whose  debt  to  him  is  immeasurable  but  who  may  never  be  aware 
of  their  debt.  He  gave  great  leadership  to  Methodism  in  its  most  trying  turbulent 
hours.  He  exemplified  strength  and  dedicated  power  when  that  strength  simply  had 
to  be  offered  by  somebody.  He  knew  the  history,  the  spirit,  and  the  mission  of  the 
church  as  few  have  ever  known  it  or  ever  can.  He  was  unservingly  loyal  to  his 
personal  commitment,  never  deviating  in  the  slightest  from  the  path  he  believed 
God-given.  He  was  a  dreamer  of  practicalities,  of  the  things  that  men  and  women 
could  achieve  if  they  would  put  their  faith  and  effort  to  work.  He  was  completely 
forgiving  when  others  tried  and  failed  but  was  never  tolerant  of  apathetic  laziness 
The  practical  dreamers  are  the  architects  of  greatness  —  they  never  wear  the 
bandages  of  doubt  on  their  eyes.  They  hold  to  courage  and  hope  because  they  know 
that  there  is  always  proof  of  truth  for  those  who  try,  and  that  only  cowardice  or  lack 
of  faith  can  keep  the  dedicated  seeker  from  a  righteous  goal.  I  think  of  Bishop  Smith 
in  Herbert  Kaufman’s  lines: 

Walls  crumble  and  empires  fall 

The  tidal  waves  sweek  from  the  sea  and  tear  a  fortress  from  its  rocks 
The  rotting  nations  drop  off  time’s  bough 
The  only  thing,  the  dreamers  make,  lives  on. 

So  much  lives  on  because  Angie  Smith  lived. 

In  1944  when  he  came  to  the  conference  of  which  I  was  a  member,  that  conference 
was  divided  into  three  segments,  owned  only  three  institutions.  The  picture  was  not 
optimistic.  When  he  retired  from  that  post  24  years  later,  the  churches  had  doubled 
their  membership  (though  the  total  population  of  the  state  remained  the  same), 
there  were  25  highly  recognized  institutions,  and  there  was  growth  and  optimism 
everywhere.  When  Bishop  Smith  came  to  our  conference,  he  came  with  big  dreams 
and  they  developed  into  realities  across  the  years. 

It  isn’t  necessary  for  me  to  write  about  his  leadership  on  the  world  church  scene, 
or  of  his  devotion  to  his  family,  or  of  his  belief  that  God  had  called  the  Methodist 
Church  to  perform  a  unique  role  in  the  total  Christian  community.  These  things  are 
well  known.  Equally  well  known  are  the  facts  that  he  was  a  church  statesman,  a 
lover  of  the  out-of-doors,  a  builder  of  men,  the  possessor  of  a  photostatic  mind,  a 
gifted  preacher. 

My  mind  this  afternoon  keeps  on  picking  up  images  and  figures  of  speech  and  as  I 
think  of  Bishop  Smith,  I  think  of  glorious  mountain  ranges,  long  vistas,  and  ex¬ 
pansive  skies.  I  think  of  tall  trees  and  towering  boulders  and  strong  foundations  for 
great  modern  buildings.  I  think  of  mighty  hymns  and  the  stirring  bugle  call  to  ad¬ 
vance,  of  courage  and  leadership,  and  of  the  greatness  that  is  not  ashamed  to  be 
compassionate  and  tender.  Above  all,  I  think  of  his  personal  kindness  to  me. 

I  am  thankful  for  Bishop  W.  Angie  Smith.  The  Lord  has  a  special  place  for  him 
amid  the  heavenly  hosts,  and  that  place  is  not  on  the  back  row. 

Faithfully, 


Finis  A.  Crutchfield 

Conference  Council 
reviews  proposals 


ReV*  J  D  V  HamiUon-  pastor  St.  James  Church.  Shreveport. 
(SECOND  FROM  LEFT]  is  shown  receivings  new  television  set  for  the  St.  James 
Day  Care  Center.  Others  in  the  picture  are:  [FROM  LEFT]  Rev.  Don  C.  Cottrill, 
conference  coordinator  of  youth;  Rev.  James  Graham,  director,  Shreveport  Metro 
Ministry;  and  Dr.  Carl  F.  Lueg,  Shreveport  district  superintendent.  Standing  in 
back  are  Mrs.  Marie  Douglas,  director  of  the  day  care  center,  and  Miss  Kay 
Morgan,  member  of  the  conference  youth  team. 


St.  Peter  church  of  Jeanerette  ob¬ 
served  a  Lenten  Prayer  service  with 
Holy  Communion  Sunday,  Mar.  10.  The 
second  Sunday  each  month  is  Youth  Day 
in  this  church,  and  there  were  ap¬ 
proximately  80  young  people  in  at¬ 
tendance.  Both  young  and  adult  persons 
assisted  in  the  worship  service  and  the 
communion  meditation  was  given  by 
Reverend  Walter  Barabin,  pastor.  Mrs. 
Albertha  Drexler  and  others  sponsored 
the  program. 

Rev.  James  T.  Harris  was  guest 
evangelist  at  the  Lacombe  church 
Revival  Mar.  7-10.  At  the  closing  service, 
30  laymen  were  consecrated  to  go  out  as 
visitors  to  every  church  family  during 
Lent.  James  Yarborough  was  song 


Around  our  Conference 


■Death" 


REV.  JOHN  D.  McCRORY 

The  Reverend  John  D.  McCrory, 
retired,  1516  Lehmann  Street,  Baton 
Rouge,  died  Mar.  9  at  his  residence, 
marking  almost  50  years  in  the  ministry. 
During  his  lifetime,  he  pastored  several 
leading  churches  in  the  conference  as 
well  as  serving  as  district  superin¬ 
tendent.  He  served  more  than  10  years  at 
St.  Mark  church  in  Baton  Rouge,  where 
he  led  the  congregation  in  a  major 
building  program. 

He  also  served  pastorates  in  Monroe, 
Mansfield,  Lafayett,  New  Iberia,  New 
Orleans  and  Camphor  Memorial  in  Baton 
Rouge.  He  served  6  years  as  district 
superintendent  of  the  Franklin,  later 
New  Iberia  District.  For  the  past  3  years, 
he  served  as  pastor  of  the  Plaquemine- 
Hurst-St.  Luke  charge. 

Mr.  McCrory  was  educated  in  the 
schools  of  Mississippi,  Louisiana,  and 
Georgia.  He  was  formerly  married  to  the 
late  Mrs.  S.  E.  McCrory,  by  whom  he  had 
five  sons.  Two  are  pastors:  Alvin  L. 
McCrory  of  the  McKowen  Baptist  church 
of  Baton  Rouge,  and  Melvin  J.  McCrory 
of  the  Interdenominational  Theological 
Center,  of  Atlanta,  Gerogia.  Two  sons, 
Anderson  and  Leon  live  in  Detroit,  and 
Nathaniel  A.  McCrory,  died  earlier. 

In  1949  he  married  the  former  Miss 
Helen  Tinsley  of  Baton  Rouge.  Mr. 
McCrory  was  a  32nd  Degree  Mason, 
Royal  Arch  Mason  and  member  of  the 
Blazing  Star  Lodge  of  Prince  Hall 
Masons. 


leader;  special  music  was  furnished  by 
the  Lacombe  UMYF,  the  Lacombe 
Baptist  choir,  Rev.  Willis  Dear,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Yarborough,  and  the  Lacombe 
church  choir. 

St.  John  church  of  Baton  Rouge  is 
initiating  a  First  Sunday  forum,  led  by 
the  pastor,  Reverend  William  Peeples,  to 
inform  and  familiarize  area  residents 
and  church  members  with  current 
issues.  Mr.  Art  Thiel  of  the  Public  Affairs 
Research  Council  will  be  the  first 
speaker  Apr.  7.  He  will  speak  on  the 
proposed  new  constitution.  A  potluck 
supper  at  6  PM  will  precede  the  meeting 
at  7:30  PM. 

The  LSU  Campus  Crusade  for  Christ 
held  its  third  annual  banquet  recently  on 
the  LSU  Baton  Rouge  campus  with  600  in 
attendance.  The  main  speaker  was  Paul 
Eshelman,  national  director  of  EXPLO 
’72,  who  spoke  on  “Worldwide  Student 
Happenings.” 

Rev.  Terry  C.  Lowe  and  Mrs.  Peter  D. 
Davidson  of  Claiborne  church,  West 


Monroe,  participated  in  a  church 
renewal  clinic  sponsored  by  the 
Evangelism  Explosion  Foundation,  at 
Coral  Ridge  Presbyterian  church  of  Fort 
Lauderdale,  Florida,  Mar.  8-13.  Leaders 
of  the  church,  which  grew  from  17 
members  to  nearly  3,000  members  in  13 
years,  gave  on  the  job  training  to  the  63 
ministers,  wives  and  laymen  from  20 
different  denominations  in  22  states. 

A  “We  Care  Mission”  was  conducted  at 
the  Lecompte  church  Mar.  4-6.  The 
ministers  taking  part  were:  Revs.  Brady 
Forman,  Tom  Crosby,  Ira  Flowers, 
James  Putnam,  Bobby  Burgess,  Percy 
Emanuel,  Ryan  Horton,  Bill  Eubanks 
and  Don  Hall.  Rev.  Ted  Smith  is  pastor. 

Dr.  Charles  Mary,  commissioner, 
Louisiana  Health,  Social  and 
Rehabilitation  Services  Administration, 
will  be  guest  speaker  at  a  Health  Care 
Seminar  May  3-4  at  Lake  Vista  church, 
New  Orleans.  Mrs.  Dorothy  Mae  Taylor, 
state  representative  and  an  active  United 
Methodist  lay  woman  will  be  mistress  of 
v*VI\ 


ceremonies,  and  Dr.  Grover  Bagby  of  the 
general  Board  of  Global  Ministries  will 
also  speak. 

Dr.  J.  Henry  Bowden.  Sr.  of  Lake 
Charles  was  the  principal  speaker  at 
dedication  ceremonies  for  new  sanctuary 
furniture  and  furnishings  at  Carrollton 
church  in  New  Orleans  in  February. 
Other  speakers  were  Revs.  James  T. 
Harris,  Luman  E.  Douglas  and  H.  L. 
Johns.  Rev.  J.  Pierce  McKeithen  is 
pastor. 

Dr.  Henry  A.  Rickey,  pastor,  Aurora 
church  of  New  Orleans  will  lead  a  23-day 
tour  to  the  Orient,  leaving  New  Orleans, 
Oct.  10  and  returning  Nov.  1.  Cities 
visited  will  be  Tokyo,  Hanoke,  and  Kyoto 
in  Japan,  Taipei,  Hong  Kong,  Bangkok, 
Singapore  and  Honolulu.  For  a  brochure, 
write  Dr.  Henry  A.  Rickey,  3300  Eton, 
New  Orleans,  La.  70114. 

The  Conference  Board  of  Laity  will 
meet  Saturday,  Mar.  30,  at  10  A.M.  at  the 
Horseshoe  Drive  Church  in  Alexandria. 

The  1,000  Club  committees  will  meet  at 
2  P.M.  to  choose  the  3  churches  to  receive 
calls  in  1974-1975. 


The  Conference  Council  on  Ministries 
met  Mar.  16  in  a  one-day  session  at  First 
church,  Pineville  to  examine  and 
evaluate  program  proposals  for  the 
Conference  to  be  scheduled  through  the 
remainder  of  1974  and  into  1975.  A  total  of 
54  program  proposals  from  the  various 
-boards  and  agencies  of  the  conference 
were  covered.  Dr.  George  Pearce,  Jr., 
chairman,  presided. 

Rev.  L.  Ray  Branton,  co-director, 
summarized  the  job  facing  the  group 
with  the  statement,  “Our  conference 
program  is  so  varied  and  diverse  that 
there  is  probably  no  one  person  who  is 
aware  of  all  of  it.” 

Items  on  the  agenda  included  funding 
provided  the  General  Church  for  the 
worldwide  ministry  of  the  church; 
support  for  over  40  conference  in¬ 
stitutions;  continuing  programs  and 
special  short  term  programs. 

Broken  down  into  5  areas,  the 
proposals  covered:  the  ordained 
ministry  and  lay  pastors;  ministry  to 
youth  and  young  adults;  outreach; 
education;  and  statewise  assemblies. 
The  group  added  another  area :  worship 
and  prayer. 

Due  to  the  large  number  of  proposals, 
and  the  possibility  of  limited  funds  for 
carrying  out  the  programs,  the  group 
adjourned  following  the  work  session  by 
groups  evaluating  each  proposal.  The 
Council  on  Finance  and  Administration 
will  determine  how  much  of  the  proposed 
budget  of  each  of  the  boards  and  agencies 
asked  for,  will  be  granted.  For  the  past 


two  years,  all  conference  benevolences 
(budgets  of  the  various  groups)  have 
been  cut  10%  due  to  lack  of  contributions 
by  churches  of  the  conference  to  the 
Conference  Administration  Fund. 

The  Council  will  meet  again  on 
Saturday,  May  11,  at  Lecompte,  to 
complete  the  work  to  set  the  Conference 
Calendar,  and  to  carry  out  the 
reorganization  of  the  Council  according 
to  the  action  of  the  Special  Session  of  the 
Annual  Conference  recently  held  in 
Baton  Rouge. 


COUNCIL  MEETS:  Rev.  L.  Ray  Branton 
[STANDING]  co-director.  Council  on 
Ministries,  explains  a  point  to  [FROM 
LEFT]  John  Tubb,  Alexandria  District 
Lay  Leader.  Rev.  Byrl  Moreland, 
representing  the  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration,  and  Rev.  Lael  Jones, 
chairman,  conference  worship  com¬ 
mittee. 


Church  staff  training 


Oklahoma  City,  Oklahoma  -  A  Con¬ 
ference  for  Local  Church  Multiple  Staffs 
is  scheduled  for  Apr.  24-25,  the  Holiday 
Inn  South,  Interstate  35  at  S.  E.  29th, 
Oklahoma  City.  Dr.  Richard  T.  Murray! 
Director  of  Continuing  Education, 
Perkins  School  of  Theology,  SMU, 
Dallas,  will  be  the  resource  leader.  Some 
of  the  concerns  to  be  dealt  with  will  be: 
staff  relationships,  conflict,  staff 


CROSS  BEARERS :  Shown  in  front  of  the  "CrossBearer  V  sign  at  'Grace  church  in 
Ruston,  are:  [FROM  LEFT]  Mrs.  Ruth  Whatley,  Mrs.  Lu  McGehee.  David 
McGehee,  Mrs.  Leroy  DeFreese,  Maurice  Baxter,  and  Mr.  Leroy  Defreese.  Theme 
for  Lenten  observance  at  the  church  is  the  Cross,  which  began  with  Holy  Com¬ 
munion  and  distribution  of  crosses  to  members.  Daily  devotions  on  the  cross, 
Sunday  school  lessons  on  it,  member  visitation  and  sermon  subjects  all  relate  to  the 
importance  of  the  Cross  to  Christians.  Rev.  W.O.  Lynch,  Jr  .,  the  pastor,  also  holds  a 
weekly  session  discussing  the  weekly  sermons  with  church  members. 


Needed: 

church 

banners 

Dr.  Carl  F.  Lueg,  Shreveport  district 
superintendent,  and  chairman  of  the 
Cdhference  Entertainment  Committee, 
requests  all  churches  that  have  banners 
or  who  would  like  to  make  banners,  are 
invited  to  bring  them  to  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  for  display. 

These  church  Danners  should  be  ap¬ 
proximately  3  to  4  feet  wide,  and  about  5- 
6  feet  long,  and  mounted  on  8  foot  long 
poles  for  carrying  and  mounting.  They 
will  be  returned  to  the  churches  following 
the  Annual  Conference  Session,  which 
will  be  held  in  the  Physical  Education 
building  on  the  Centenary  College 
Campus  in  Shreveport,  known  as  the 
“Gold  Dome”  May  28-31. 

If  you  have  such  banners,  please 
contact  Dr.  Carl  F.  Lueg,  839  Monrovia 
Street,  Shreveport,  Louisiana  71106, 
phone  number  318-861-7320. 


responsibilities,  working  as  a  tea,  in¬ 
novative  ministries,  etc.  Formats  of 
ministries  will  be  shared  by  participants. 

The  conference  will  begin  at  1.00  P.M 
Apr.  24  and  conclude  with  the  noon  meal 
Apr.  25.  Cost  will  be  $5.00  per  person, 
which  includes  one  meal.  Room/  board 
and  travel  will  be  in  addition  to  this 
charge. 

To  register,  contact  the  motel  direct/  - 
for  rooms,  and  send  name,  address,  and 
$5.00  registration  fee  to  Director,  Council 
on  Ministries,  Box  4325,  Shreveport 
Louisiana  71104. 

The  event  is  sponsored  by  the  South 
Central  Jurisdiction,  the  South  and  North 
Oklahoma  City  Districts  and  Perkins 
School  of  Theology. 

Missing  persons 

Mrs.  Darlene  Conrad,  business 
manager  for  L.A.M.E.C.O.,  the 
Louisiana  Conference  Credit  Union, 
requests  that  anyone  knowing  the 
mailing  addresses  of  the  following 
persons  please  contact  her.  These  people 
own  shares  in  the  credit  union,  but  there 
is  no  way  at  present  to  contact  them. 

The  names  of  the  shareholders  without 
addresses  are:  Thomas  Turner,  Robert 
Barefield,  John  C.  Bonds,  Sr.,  Stephen 
Boone,  Mrs.  C.  K.  Brooks,  Sammy 
Hargrove,  Carl  Lipe,  Dale  Lyons,  Lester 
N.  Nance,  John  T.  Redmon,  Robert  L. 
Tatum,  and  Bernard  R.  Smith. 

If  you  should  know  the  mailing  address 
arromnanv  n,-  „  .  .  r  j  of  the  above  persons,  please  send  it  to: 

"  “;_',avnes  ™  ,hlS  four-(la-v  Mr.  Darlene  Conrad  6312  Sandbeach 
Boulevard,  Shreveport,  Louisiana  71105. 


CONFERENCE  PREACHER:  Dr.  L.  L. 
Haynes  will  be  conference  preacher  at 
the  North  Texas  Conference  in  Dallas, 
May  26-29.  Dr.  Haynes,  pastor  at  Wesley 
church  in  Baton  Rouge,  is  a  native 
Texan,  having  been  reared  in  the  Central 
Texas  Conference.  The  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  is  delighted  to  recognize  the  fact 
that  one  of  its  own  ministers  is  so  signally 
honored:  our  prayers  and  best  wishes 


preaching  experience  in  Dallas. 
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Editorials 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 
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You  have  an  opportunity  to  help 
shape  United  Methodism’s  future 


Many  United  Methodists  have  com¬ 
plained  in  recent  years  that  our  church’s 
national  bureaucracy  is  not  responsive  to 
“grassroots”  opinion. 

Time  and  again  individual  TM/UMR 
readers  have  suggested  that  an  attempt 
be  made  by  United  Methodism’s  national 
leadership  to  “listen”  to  the  opinions  of 
persons  at  the  local  church  level  and  then 
to  respond  to  what  they  hear. 

This  request  has  been  heard  and  acted 
upon.  Elsewhere  in  this  issue  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  is  provided  for  you  to  express  your 
opinions  regarding  the  future  direction  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church’s  program 
at  the  national  level.  This  opportunity 
comes  in  the  form  of  a  large  “tearout 
sheet”  which  we  are  publishing  in 
cooperation  with  the  General  Council  on 
Ministries.  (GCOM  is  the  national  agen¬ 
cy  charged  with  planning,  coordination 
and  evaluation  related  to  all  other 
national  church  agencies  between  ses¬ 
sions  of  the  General  Conference) .  Similar 
sheets  are  being  placed  in  several  other 
United  Methodist  periodicals  with  nation¬ 
al  audiences.  The  resulting  data  will  be 
compiled  both  according  to  publication 
and  as  a  whole. 

How  will  this  information  be  used? 
First  of  all,  we  will  report  back  to  you  the 
results  when  compilation  is  completed. 
On  the  basis  of  this  and  other  forms  of 
polling  being  planned  by  GCOM,  we  will 
know  more  nearly  than  ever  before  what 
United  Methodists  at  the  “grassroots” 


consider  important  and  unimportant. 

In  addition  to  providing  interesting 
information,  the  results  of  this  broad 
survey  will  quite  likely  affect  decisions 
regarding  future  programs  of  our  church 
at  the  national  level.  Future  program 
and  funding  requests  for  all  of  United 
Methodism’s  General  Boards  and  Com¬ 
missions  must  be  made  through  GCOM 
to  the  1976  General  Conference.  We  are 
assured  that  the  data  gathered  from  this 
survey  and  other  means  of  “listening  to 
the  church”  will  be  considered  as  these 
recommendations  are  made. 

Our  General  Council  on  Ministries  is 
making  an  honest  and  costly  attempt  to 
hear  and  respond  to  what  the  church  is 
saying.  The  success  of  these  efforts  will 
depend  to  a  considerable  extent  upon  how 
many  persons  across  the  church  are 
willing  to  provide  input. 

We  urge  you  to  invest  the  brief  amount 
of  personal  time  and  effort  it  will  take  to 
fill  out  and  mail  in  your  opinions. 

We  urge  you  also  to  mention  this 
“listening”  effort  to  other  individuals 
and  groups  in  your  local  church; 
encourage  them  to  respond. 

We  believe  those  who  do  not  make  the 
constructive  effort  now  to  participate  in 
planning  our  church’s  future  program 
thereby  forfeit  any  legitimate  right  to 
criticize  our  church’s  national  programs 
and  leaders  later. 


MARCH  29.  1974 


Special  appointments  under  fire 

‘Chaos’  reported  to  Commission  to  Study  the  Ministry 


‘Unfortunately,  for  you,  charisma  ant 
clout  don’t  count  for  a  thing  up  here.” 


CINCINNATI,  Ohio  (UMC)  -  The 
rapid  expansion  of  the  “special  appoint¬ 
ment”  category  for  United  Methodist 
ministers  —  appointment  of  ministers  to 
jobs  other  than  local  pastorates  —  is 
causing  chaos  and  is  becoming  more  an 
administrative  impossibility,  the  Com¬ 
mission  to  Study  the  Ministry  was  told 
during  its  meeting  here. 

Dr.  Robert  Watts  Thornburg,  Nash¬ 
ville,  Tenn.,  recently  named  head  of  the 
Divisloh  of  the  Ordained  Ministry  of  the 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry, 
orfejh 


A  vision  for  the  cl^fch 

We  should  realise  the 
greatness  of  this  time 


Authentic  faith  should  be  more 
in  evidence  in  TV  programing 


We  have  defended  the  television  net¬ 
works  on  numerous  occasions  when  other 
Christian  publications  and  groups  were 
launching  broadsides  against  them. 
Unlike  some,  we  think  it  is  both  valid  and 
valuable  that  television  provide  its 
audience  with  programs  which  reflect 
human  life  as  it  is  in  20th  century 
America  —  good  and  bad. 

It  is  disturbing,  however,  to  notice  how 
little  place  religion  and  faith  occupy  — 
even  indirectly  —  in  the  programs 
which  are  presented  in  prime  time.  With 
the  exception  of  “The  Waltons”  — 
which  shows  faith  to  be  an  integral  part 
of  one  family’s  life  during  the  great 
depression  —  the  overriding  message 
from  television  seems  to  be:  religious 
faith  is  not  very  important  in  con¬ 
temporary  American  life. 

Adding  insult  to  injury,  when  a 
television  series  does  deal  with  religious 
subject  matter,  it  is  almost  invariably  in 
a  negative  way.  Example:  “All  in  the 
Family”  consistently  shows  Archie 
mouthing  biblicisms  while  acting  out  the 
role  of  bigot.  Example:  a  recent  episode 
of  “Cannon”  represented  the  “Elmer 
Gantry”  stereotype  of  a  phony  preacher- 
faith  healer  and  ended  with  the  private 
eye  and  medical  science  undoing  the 
damage  done  by  bad  religion. 

The  police,  medical,  private  eye,  oc¬ 
cult,  western  and  comedy  shows  which 
fill  the  videowaves  should  continue  to 
occupy  a  place  on  television.  They  reflect 
a  part  of  what  is.  But  authentic  religious 
faith  also  occupies  a  place  in  the  lives  of 
many  contemporary  Americans  —  a 
place  much  larger  and  more  significant 
than  is  reflected  by  the  totality  of 
programs  we’re  being  offered.  We  dare 
to  believe  that  the  networks  would  be 
responsive  to  this  concern  if  enough 
persons  expressed  themselves. 

Rather  than  lambasting  the  networks 
with  diatribes  and  criticisms  as  some 
have  suggested,  we  urge  our  readers  to 
take  constructive  action.  If  you  would 
like  to  see  more  programs  on  television 
which  depict  evidence  of  faith  in  God  and 
its  fruits,  i.e.  integrity  of  character. 


ministry  to  individuals  and  society,  etc., 
then  we  urge  you  to  express  your  con¬ 
cerns  to  the  network.  Send  your 
suggestions  to  the  Presidents  of:  ABC, 
1330  Avenue  of  the  Americas,  New  York, 
New  York  10019;  CBS,  51  West  52nd 
Street,  New  York,  New  York  10019;  and 
NBC,  30  Rockefeller  Plaza.  New  York, 
New  York  10020. 


This  is  the  twenty-second  in  a  continu¬ 
ing  series  of  messages  to  the  church  from 
United  Methodism’s  highest  elected  offi¬ 
cials— its  bishops.  Each  bishop  was 
invited  to  share  his  hopes  and  dreams  for 
the  church  by  answering  this  question: 
"If  you  could  cause  one  trend,  or  empha¬ 
sis  or  change,  or  program,  or  event,  or 
attitude  to  develop  across  the  United 
Methodist  Church  today,  what  would  it 
be?”  This  week’s  response  is  by  James 
K.  Mathews,  bishop  of  the  Maryland. 
Delaware  and  Dist.  of  Columbia  area, 
w  ith  offices  in  Washington,  D.C. 

By  JAMES  K.  MATHEWS 

If  asked  whether  or  not  there  is  one 
trend  or  attitude  which  I  should  like  to 
see  developed  across  the  whole  church 
today,  I  would  be  quick  to  answer.  It 
would  be  that  we  stop  feeling  sorry  for 
ourselves  and  that  we  recognize  that  we 
are  living  in  one  of  the  great  periods  of  all 
church  history.  Of  this  fact  I  am  more 
and  more  convinced. 

Just  iiriagine  living  in  such  a  time  and 
not  being  aware  of  it.  It  is  like  Rip  Van 
Winkle  who  slept  through  the  American 
Revolution ! 

It  is  true  that  we  are  not  having  at  the 
moment  a  great  upsurge  of  numerical 
growth.  Nevertheless,  we  are  growing  in 
depth!  Multitudes  of  our  people  have  a 
far  greater  awareness  of  what  it  means 
to  be  Christian  and  what  it  means  to  be 


Bishop  Mathews 


the  church  than  was  the  case  even  a  few 
years  ago. 

Or  take  the  relations  between  Catholics 
and  Protestants.  Only  a  few  years  ago 
there  prevailed  the  same  mutually 
hostile  attitudes  which  had  characterized 
relations  for  centuries.  Then,  suddenly, 
in  our  time,  this  changed.  Who  would 
want  to  go  back  to  old  attitudes? 

Or  again,  it  used  to  be  said  that  eleven 
o’clock  on  a  Sunday  morning  was  the 
most  segregated  hour  in  American 
society.  This  is  still  more  true  than  I  wish 
it  were,  but,  thanks  be  to  God,  it  is  not  as 
true  as  it  once  was! 

Likewise  it  could  be  said  that  the 
eleven  o’clock  hour  was  the  most 
predictable  hour  in  American  life.  That 
is,  Catholic  or  Protestant,  you  knew 
pretty  well  what  was  going  to  happen  at 
worship.  But  no  more!  Things  have 
changed,  have  been  freed  up,  and  it’s  just 
possible  that  the  Holy  Spirit  can  be  more 
in  evidence  nowadays  as  we  worship. 

Moreover,  there  is  today  a  vast, 
unprecedented  opportunity  or  responsi¬ 
bility  before  the  church.  “Hiere  is  a  kind 
of  universal  longing  in  human  experience 
for  justice,  value,  community,  humanity- 
life.  These  are  exactly  what  the  Gospel  is 
concerned  with  and  freely  offers.  We 
need  not  lose  heart  then  but  be  faithful  in 
this,  the  great  day  of  the  Lord. 


said  the  number  of  special  appointments 
jumped  from  about  1200  in  1960  to  4115  in 
1970  with  some  persons  filling  such  jobs 
as  “dog  catcher,  duck  carver,  and  travel 
agent.” 

Special  appointments  is  one  of  several 
topics  assigned  for  study  to  the  Commis¬ 
sion  created  by  the  1972  General  Confer¬ 
ence.  Bishop  William  R.  Cannon,  At¬ 
lanta,  Ga.,  is  chairman  of  the  25-member 
group. 

Other  major  areas  of  concern  include 
the  reduction  in  the  number  of  United 
Methodist  seminaries,  ordination,  con¬ 
tinuing  education,  and  enlistment  of 
women  for  ministry.  A  final  report  and 
recommendations  will  be  presented  by 
the  Commission  to  .he  1976  General 
Conference. 

Lack  of  understanding 
of  ordination 

Outlining  a  process  whereby  a  sub¬ 
committee  is  planning  to  assess  the 
special  appointment  issue,  Dr.  Thorn¬ 
burg  said  the  essential  problem  is  the 
lack  of  a  sound  understanding  of  ordina¬ 
tion. 

If  persons  under  special  apointment  do 
not  see  their  ministry  as  being  a 
“fulfillment  of  ordination  to  Word, 
Sacrament,  and  Order,”  Dr.  Thornburg 
asked,  “why  should  they  want  to  continue 
to  maintain  orders  that  are  specifically 
designated  to  Word,  Order,  and  Sacra¬ 
ment?” 

Speaking  to  the  larger  question  of 
ministry,  he  said  he  hoped  the  1976 
General  Conference  might  consider  a 
new  section  for  the  “Book  of  Discipline” 
which  would  deal  with  the  theological 
concept  of  the  ministry  of  the  whole 
people  of  God. 

During  its  two-day  meeting,  the  Com¬ 
mission  gave  major  attention  to  the 
concepts  of  ministry  and  ordination  as 
they  have  been  understood  in  the  history 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church.  Bishop 
Cannon,  an  authority  on  John  Wesley, 
founder  of  Methodism,  outlined  the 
conception  of  ministry  in  the  church. 
Bishop  Roy  H.  Short,  Nashville,  a 
consultant  to  the  Commission,  presented 
a  paper  outlining  the  meaning  of  ordina- 
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To  the  Editor: 

Bobby  Gobble  makes  a  plea  for 
eliminating  the  “confusion  of  tongues,” 
(TM/UMR,  March  8)  and  asks  us  to 
“teach  what  Paul  says  and  follow  after 
him  and  live  accordingly,  and  not  after 
Oral  Roberts.”  His  concern  about  the 
confusion  is  valid,  but  I  believe  his 
identification  of  the  source  of  the 
confusion  is  faulty.  The  confusion  is  not 
in  tongues  or  in  any  other  gift  of  the 
spirit,  nor  in  any  of  the  other  teachings  of 
Paul.  Rather,  it  is  in  the  way  we 
imperfect  humans  adapt  the  Word  of  God 
to  our  own  biases,  trying  to  prove  our 
points  with  it. 

It  seems  to  me  that  our  first  responsibi¬ 
lity  is  to  keep  reading  the  Word,  all  the 
time  asking  the  Spirit  to  give  us  the 
understanding  of  His  will  for  us  through 
this  same  Word.  If  Mr.  Gobble  would 
read  again  all  that  Paul  wrote  in  that 
fourteenth  chapter  of  First  Corinthians, 
he  would  begin  to  ask  himself  why  Paul 
would  say,  in  the  same  chapter,  such 
things  as,  “I  had  rather  speak  five  words 
with  my  understanding,  that  by  my  voice  i 
I  might  teach  them  also,  than  ten 
thousand  words  in  an  unknown  tongue,” 
(verse  19)  in  seeming  opposition  to, 
“Now  I  want  you  all  to  speak  in 
tongues  ...”  (verse  5)  and  ”...  and  do 
not  forbid  speaking  in  tongues;  ...” 
(verse  39).  I  confess  I  don’t  know  the 
answer,  though  I  have  an  opinion.  I  do 
know,  however,  that  all  of  us  Christians 
must  dedicate  ourselves  to  the  quest  for 
Paul’s  real  meaning  in  the  whole  sweep 
of  his  letter,  as  well  as  for  the  Spirit’s  use 
of  this  writing  for  our  lives. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  does 
indeed  need  a  movement  of  sound  Holy 
Spirit  teaching,  and  it  would  undoubtedly 
solve  the  tongues  movement.  I  am  sure, 
though,  that  if  the  studying  were  of  the 
inner  meaning  intended  rather  than  the 
sentence-by-sentence  cataloguing  of  arg¬ 
uments,  die  results  would  be  what 
neither  Mr.  Gobble,  nor  you,  nor  I  would 
expect,  but  something  far  more  fantastic 
than  any  of  us  could  ever  imagine! 

Richard  F.  Bayard 

Visalia,  California 

Speaking  in  tongues  is 
a  great  gift  of  God 

To  the  Editor: 

Speaking  in  a  tongue  is  the  believer’s 
external  manifestation  in  the  senses 
world  of  the  internal  reality  and  presence 
of  the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  Speaking 
in  tongues  is  a  constant  reminder  even  in 
the  hours  of  bereavement  and  sorrow, 
temptation  and  trouble,  that  Christ  by 
way  of  God’s  power  is  in  you.  Therefore, 
you  have  victory  over  the  enemy  in  every 
situation  because  as  I  John  4:4  states, 
“greater  is  he  that  is  in  you,  than  he  that 
is  in  the  world.” 

Should  all  born-again  believers  speak 
in  tongues?  In  Mark  16:17  Jesus  said  that 
believers  in  His  name  "shall  speak  with 
new  tongues.”  Notice  also  the  Bible  does 
not  say,  “Speak  in  tongues  until  the  death 
of  the  original  disciples  and  apostles.” 

As  we  eat  physical  food  to  strengthen 
the  physical  body  so  must  we  have 
spiritual  food  ...  to  build  up  the  spirit. 

Speaking  in  tongues  is  truly  a  great  gift 
from  God. 

Steve  Leonard 

Perry,  Kansas 


To  de-sex  the  Spirit  is  not 
to  depersonalise  It/Her/Hini 
To  The  Editor: 

Although  I  do  not  want  to  stretch  the 
issue  of  the  sex  of  the  Holy  Spirit  into 
absurd  proportions,  it  might  bekhelpful 
to  point  out  that  Mr.  Wolfe  ( “Why  De-sei 
the  Spirit?”  March  15)  is  only  partly 
correct.  The  word  “Spirit”  (Greek, 
“pneuma”)  is  consistently  a  neuter  noun 
throughout  the  New  Testament  and  other 
Greek  literature.  “Comforter”  is(  a 
masculine  noun  and,  thus,  the  pronotyj^jn 
John  15:26  and  16:7  is  correspondingly 
masculine. 

The  New  Testament  writers  w^re 
forced  to  “de-sex”  the  Holy  Spirit  bj^fhe 
nature  of  the  Greek  language.  It*  is 
obvious  throughout,  however,  that  flftre 
was  never  the  intention  to  de-person£fize 
It/Her/Him.  Dan  Hammer 

Dallas,  Texas 

A  prayer  to  the  Spirit 

To  the  Editor:  > 

May  I  be  forgiven,  fellowreaders, 
for  my  impatience.  Little  did  I  know 
when  I  studied  and  taught  English 
grammar,  lo,  these  many  years,  that,, 

I  was  contributing  to  such  trivia  as 
the  “Holy  Spirit  gender  controversy.” 

I  am  moved  to  this  simple  prayer  to 
the  Spirit  (doggerel  though  it  be): 

“Whether  You  be  a  He  or  a  She, 

pray,  speak  to  this  one  who 

really  need  You  —  that’s  me!”. 

E.  A.  Walton 
Arlington,  Texas 

NCC  actions  ‘ sickening 9 

To  the  Editor: 

It  is  sickening  to  see  a  group  of 
so-called  church  leaders  going  so  far 
afield  as  did  the  governing  board  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches  (NCC)  at 
its  recent  meeting  in  Los  Angeles. 
Reread  the  article  in  your  paper  for 
March  8  —  destroy  our  government, 
destroy  business  by  boycott,  drink  any 
wine  but  not  Gallo,  buy  (only)  Farah 
pants,  etc.  All  this  by  church  leaders? 
And  they  didn't  even  pray  for  Patricia 
Hearst  or  ask  the  kidnappers  to  release 
her.  God  forgive  them. 

I  agree  with  an  editorial  that  appeared 
in  the  Los  Angeles  Herald-Examiner: 
“One  of  the  purposes  for  holding  the 
recent  policy  meeting  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  in  Los  Angeles  was 
to  ‘alter  the  image  of  us  being  a  far-left 
group,’  said  Council  President  W.  Ster¬ 
ling  Cary.  In  that  respect,  the  meeting 
here  was  a  huge  flop,  with  Rev.  Cary’s 
remarks  accenting  the  group’s  national 
reputation  for  espousing  radical  ideas 
...  .It  seems  that  neither  Cary  nor  the 
board  members  of  the  National  Council 
of  Churches  are  representative  of  the 
general  membership  of  American 
churches.  It  is  past  time  for  churches  to 
rid  themselves  of  extremist  leaders,  to 
follow  the  American  doctrine  of  sepa¬ 
rating  church  from  state,  and  to  devote 
ther  efforts  to  religious  purposes.”  With 
this  I  firmly  agree! 

F.  S.  Plews 
Kemville,  California 

Will  the  NCC  next 
recoin  in  end  streaking? 

To  the  Editor: 

Apparently  most  United  Methodists 
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and  especially  our  hierarchy  agree  in 
principle  with  the  National  Council  of 
Churches.  My  disagreement  with  them 
broadens  each  time  I  read  in  TM/UMR 
the  wide  range  of  subjects  covered  by 
their  board  meetings. 

It  appears  that  this  august  body  holds 
some  of  the  same  slanted  ideas  as 
campus  radicals  and  commune  inhabi¬ 
tants.  Your  March  8  issue  reports 
activities  and  recommendations  of  the 
last  meeting  of  this  respected  group: 
Impeach  the  President  but  do  not 
condemn  him;  Halt  military  expendi¬ 
tures  in  Indo  China;  Haitian  refugee 
support;  Support  UFW  Union;  Don’t  buy 
lettuce,  grapes,  or  Gallo  wine;  This 
month  buy  Farah  pants. 

It  is  possible  they  also  discussed 
streaking  but  probably  we  will  have  to 
wait  until  next  month  before  this  is 
recommended  to  us.  ^  Braun 

Austin,  Texas 
Good  News'  mission  ideas 
seenv  obsolete  to  me 
To'tH^  Editor: 

I  'afti  very  pleased  with  TM/UMR 
which  1  receive  along  with  news  of  the 
Kansas  East  Annual  Conference.  I  find 
this  n^spaper  very  informative  and 
interacting;  thank  you  for  it. 

I  hbve  read  with  much  interest  and 
concern  the  problem  with  the  Good  News 
Group  and  their  listing  of  the  missionar¬ 
ies  who  are  classified  as  “evangelical,” 
whatever  that  means.  The  concept  of 
missions  has  changed  so  much  in  the  last 
10  years  that  this  group’s  ideas  seems 
rather  obsolete.  The  leaders  in  other 
countries  are  the  ones  in  control  and  this 
is  the  right  way,  I  think. 

Gwen  Clark 

Shawnee  Mission,  Kansas 

Questions  raised  regarding 

centralised  UM  insurance 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  surprised  more  persons  across 
our  denomination  haven’t  taken  a  more 
critical  and  negative  position  concerning 
our  denomination’s  new  insurance  pro¬ 
gram.  It’s  due  time  that  more  people 
from  the  grassroots  level  of  the  church 
advise  our  economic  wizards  in  our 
denominational  offices  to  stop  trying  to 
centralize  and  monopolize  everything 
under  the  name  “United  Methodist.”  We 
were  given  a  flowery  sales  pitch  by  the 
denomination  through  the  “Interpreter” 
magazine  (Sept.  1973),  through  various 
mailings,  and  through  other  ways.  The 
Feb.  15  issue  of  TM/UMR  told  how  2.540 


institutions  had  jumped  on  the  band¬ 
wagon. 

Why  does  our  General  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration  think  they 
are  giving  us  such  a  great  gift?  We 
checked  out  this  new  program  for  our 
local  church ;  for  the  same  coverage  we 
now  have,  this  new  program  would  cost 
us  $968,  or  $212  more  than  our  present 
annual  premium.  In  addition  to  that 
extra  cost,  our  local  agent  would  receive 
only  half  the  commission  he  now  re¬ 
ceives.  Also,  Frank  B.  Hall  &  Co.  does  not 
do  its  own  adjusting  like  many  compan¬ 
ies  do;  usually  this  means  slow,  poor 
service.  Possibly  some  churches  and 
institutions  can  receive  a  better  deal  with 
this  new  insurance  program.  But  may  be 
a  lot  of  others  have  listened  to  our 
denominational  leadership’s  publicity 
and  have  not  checked  into  some  better 
possibilities  in  our  local  regions. 

In  our  Discipline,  under  Social  Princi¬ 
ples  Par.  74,  “We  support  measures  that 
would  reduce  the  concentration  of  wealth 
in  the  hands  of  a  few.”  This  insurance 
program  does  the  opposite.  Frank  B.  Hall 
&  Co.  is  already  one  of  the  wealthiest 
insurance  companies  in  America.  By  our 
United  Methodist  Church  trying  to 
centralize  everything  through  one  com¬ 
pany,  we  would  kill  our  smaller  Midwest 
agents  and  agencies  (and  I’m  sure  in 
many  other  regions  too).  With  the 
attempts  now  being  made  to  include 
clergy  insurance  for  home,  car,  boat, 
etc.,  it  is  time  for  thinking  people  at  the 
grassroots  level  to  say  “HALT”  to  Mr. 
Brawner,  Mr.  Espie,  and  the  others  who 
are  responsible  for  this  devouring  giant 
to  have  come  this  far.  Let’s  raise  the 
question:  Is  it  Christ’s  will  that  we  as  a 
church  mass-market  insurance  with 
flowery  publicity  which  in  the  end  hurts 
small  business  while  Frank  B.  Hall  &  Co. 
fill  their  pockets? ! 

Gene  F.  Rick 

Harmony,  Minnesota 


tion  in  United  Methodist  tradition. 

John  Wesley,  both  men  emphasized, 
was  an  ordained  clergyman  of  the 
Church  of  England  and  had  no  intention 
of  ordaining  ministers  into  a  new  church 
until  circumstances  in  America  following 
the  Revolutionary  War  created  the  birth 
of  a  new  denomination. 

Ministry,  Bishop  Cannon  said,  was 
determined  by  circumstance  and  was 
practical  rather  than  purely  theoretical 
or  theological.  The  Methodist  movement 
began  in  America  under  the  leadership  of 
lay  preachers  who,  according  to  Bishop 
Cannon,  were  seen  as  prophets  by 
Wesley,  not  as  priests  with  the  authority 
to  administer  the  sacraments. 

Confusion  about  ordination  is  evident 
in  United  Methodism  today,  Bishop 
Cannon  illustrated,  by  the  fact  that  there 
are  ordained  lay  persons  and  unordained 
clergy. 

Study  reduction  of  seminaries 

Another  major  issue  assigned  to  the 
Commission  is  the  recommendation  by 
the  1972  General  Conference  that  the 
number  of  United  Methodist  seminaries 
be  reduced.  To  accomplish  a  reduction, 
the  Commission  set  up  five  regional  task 
forces  including  five  representatives 
from  each  of  the  14  seminaries. 

The  two  seminaries  in  the  Greater 
Chicago  Region  have  already  united  into 
one  Garrett-Evangelical  Theological 
Seminary  in  Evanston,  Ill.  The  two 
schools  in  the  Ohio  Region  —  United  at 
Dayton  and  Methodist  at  Delaware  — 
have  announced  plans  for  uniting  into  one 
school  with  two  campuses. 

The  previous  Commission  did  not 
recommend  a  quick  merger  of  Candler 
School  of  Theology  and  Gammon  Theo- 
locical  Seminary  in  Atlanta  because  of 
the  unique  role  of  Gammon  as  the  only 
black  seminary  in  the  denomination  and 
because  of  its  relationship  to  the  Inter¬ 
denominational  Theological  Center.  The 
two  schools  were  asked,  however,  to 
consider  the  long-term  union  possibili¬ 
ties. 

No  reduction  was  recommended  for  the 
four  schools  in  the  West  Region :  Perkins 
in  Dallas,  Claremont  (Calif.),  Iliff  in 
Denver,  and  Saint  Paul  in  Kansas  City. 
The  regional  task  force  has  discussed 
possible  cooperation  and  has  noted  the 
need  for  a  seminary  in  the  Pacific 
Northwest. 

The  Commission  expressed  some  con¬ 
cern  about  the  Eastern  Seaboard  Task 
Force  which  said  in  its  progress  report  to 
the  Commission  that  it  foresees  the 
continuance  of  all  four  schools  in  the 
region:  Drew,  Madison,  N.  J.;  Boston 
University  School  of  Theology,  Duke 
University  Divinity  School,  Durham, 
N.C.;  and  Wesley  Theological  Seminary, 
Washington,  D.  C.  The  recommendation 
approved  by  the  1972  General  Conference 
asks  that  the  number  of  seminaries  in  the 
region  be  decreased  from  four  to  three. 

Is  that  recommendation  from  the 
General  Conference  a  mandate?  The 
Commission  approved  a  position  state¬ 
ment  asking  that  the  principles  and 
recommendation  of  the  General  Confer¬ 
ence  report,  “be  followed  with  each  task 
force  addressing  itself  to  its  own  set  of 
circumstances  and  further,  the  burden  of 
proof  rests  upon  each  task  force  to  justify 
any  revision  or  alternative  plans  pro¬ 
posed  to  the  Commission.” 

A  “consultation  on  Ordination”  is 
being  planned  by  the  Commission  at 
Duke  University,  Durham,  N.C.,  October 
21-22  involving  representatives  from 
several  annual  conference  boards  of  the 
ministry,  the  Council  of  Bishops,  the 
Association  of  United  Methodist  Theo¬ 
logical  Schools  and  other  theologians. 

Specific  concerns  of  the  Commission  as 
a  whole  will  be  conveyed  by  several 
Commission  members  to  the  five  col¬ 
leges  of  bishops  for  their  observations 
and  suggestions. 

f  Poem  of  the  Week  j 

Something  like  the 
plagues  of  Egypt 

By  EDWARD  GARDNER 
Something  like  the  plagues  of  Egypt 
Has  fallen  upon  our  nation. 

Have  we  no  prophet  to  announce 
The  Lord’s  judgment  upon  our  pride? 
His  clouds  of  darkness  rain  upon 
The  land  a  darkness  to  be  felt, 

A  rain  even  now  to  be  feared. 

Look  how  our  resources  dwindle; 

How  our  environment  stagnates. 
Consider  how  there  is  not  a 
Household  where  there  is  not  one  dead 
From  three  generations  of  war. 

How  lack  of  credibility 
Now  threatens  our  security. 

Should  the  Lord  choose  to  chastise  us, 
See  how  weak  and  mortal  we  are. 

What  shall  we  do?  Thus  says  the  Lord, 
“Let  my  people  humble  themselves; 

Let  them  repent;  let  them  return, 

Else  there  shall  surely  come  darkness.” 


Correction 

Listed  price  of  the  For  ExpecUnt  Parents 
book  In  Upper  Room  ad  of  March  8  should  have 
read:  $1.50  each;  10  or  more.  $1.30  each.  Write: 
Upper  Room.  1908  Grand  Ave..  Nashville, 
Tenn.  37203. 


new  record  by  oris  baldwin 
“What  })ou  \e  Always  Chought  About 
Church  But  Were  Afraid  Do  Say!” 

Featuring  12  comedy  situations 
found  In  all  churches: 

The  Choir  O  Bishop  Please  Don't  Move  Me 

The  Board  Meeting  What  Would  John  Wesley  Say? 

The  Perfect  Church 

Cost:  J3.98  ,“1  morcl 

Write:  Oris  Baldwin.  1624  Mackey  Drive. 
Fort  Worth.  Texas  76118.  Phone  (817)  281-2695. 
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COCU  head  cautions  against 
racism  in  contemporary  church 


Memorial  lo  Methodist  black  woman 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  —  The  first  memorial  to  a  black  American  and  a  woman  in 
the  Capital’s  public  parks  will  honor  the  late  Mary  McLeod  Bethune,  Methodist 
educator,  humanitarian  and  churchwoman.  A  sculpture  of  Mrs.  Bethune  and  two , 
children  as  shown  in  the  model  here  will  be  unveiled  in  a  three-day  observance,  July 
10-12.  Mrs.  Bethune,  who  died  in  1955,  founded  United  Methodist  related  Bethune 
Cookman  College  in  Daytona  Beach,  Fla.  The  National  Council  of  Negro  Women, 
started  by  Mrs.  Bethune  in  1935,  spearheaded  the  campaign  for  the  memorial. 
Various  church  groups,  including  United  Methodist  Women,  took  part  in  raising  the 
$400,000  needed  for  a  memorial  meeting  federal  specifications. 

RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 

Methodists  to  establish 
media  research  center 


CINCINNATI,  Ohio  -  (UMC)  -  A 
national  center  for  media  research, 
which  will  study  the  impact  of  television 
content  on  children,  will  be  established 
this  year  through  initial  funding  from 
United  Methodist  Communications. 

A  seed  grant  of  $45,000  was  approved 
by  the  denomination’s  Joint  Committee 
on  Communications  board  of  managers 
at  its  spring  meeting  here  March  12-13. 

The  center  will  be  located  near  the 
State  University  of  New  York  at  Stony 
Brook,  N.Y.  Nelson  Price,  assistant 
executive  secretary  for  broadcast 
communications  for  United  Methodist 
Communications,  will  be  president  of  the 
center,  and  UMC  producer  Ben  T.  Logan 
will  be  secretary-treasurer. 

Dr  Robert  M.  Liebert,  a  psychology 
professor  at  SUNY  and  researcher  of  the 
effects  of  television  upon  children,  will 
serve  as  scientific  director  for  the  center. 

In  an  address  to  members  of  the  JCC 
board,  Dr.  Liebert  said  research  already 
has  indicated  that  “exposure  to  televised 
violence  can  increase  young  viewers’ 
overt  aggressiveness.” 

Referring  to  research  carried  out  by 
several  professionals  to  date,  Dr.  Liebert 
commented,  “Certainly  at  the  simplest 
level  one  implication  of  all  this  research 
is  clear:  Television  is  a  moral  teacher, 
and  a  powerful  one.” 

Men  explore 
their  role  in 
parish  life 

CHICAGO,  Ill.  (UMC)  —  A  national 
consultation  involving  annual  conference 
presidents  of  United  Methodist  Men  and 
annual  conference  lay  leaders  was  held 
here  near  the  O’Hare  Airport  early  in 
March  with  102  men  from  49  annual 
conferences  participating. 

Purpose  of  the  weekend  meeting  was  to 
explore  ways  in  which  men  can  be  more 
effective  in  their  service  to  the  church  at 
the  local,  district  and  conference  levels. 
A  major  concern  was  how  United 
Methodist  Men  as  organized  groups  can 
be  helpful  in  achieving  that  goal. 

“Men  have  always  been  and  are  now 
vitally  involved  in  the  life  of  the  local 
congregation,”  explained  Dr.  David  Self, 
Associate  General  Secretary  of  the 
Board  of  Discipleship’s  Division  of  Lay 
Life  and  Work.  “However,  the  fact  that 
men  like  to  do  some  things  together 
enables  them  to  bring  an  additional 
contribution  to  the  attainment  of 
congregational  goals.” 

Since  denominational  restructuring 
and  the  dropping  of  a  mandatory  con¬ 
ference  Board  of  the  Laity,  Dr.  Self  said 
the  role  of  men’s  work  at  the  conference 
level  has  not  been  clearly  defined  or 
understood.  Thus,  the  consultation  was 
called  to  gain  a  closer  examination  of  the 
place  of  organized  United  Methodist 
Men. 

The  design  of  the  consultation  called 
for  an  exploration  of  the  issues  and 
concerns  of  United  Methodist  Men 
leading  to  possible  operational  models  at 
all  levels. 

Three  specific  items  emerged  from  the 
discussions,  according  to  Dr.  Seif: 

1  In  the  local  congregation  the  reason 
for  being  an  organized  group  is  to  assist 
the  congregation  to  attain  its  goals. 

2)  At  the  district  and  conference  levels, 
United  Methodist  Men  organizations 
should  be  composed  of  local  group 
representatives  and  exist  to  render 
services  to  and  for  the  local  groups. 

3)  At  the  annual  conference  level, 
United  Methodist  Men  as  an  organization 
joins  with  United  Methodist  Women, 
United  Methodist  Youth,  and  other  lay 
persons  participating  in  the  annual 
coni  nre  to  form  the  larger  umbrella 
of  laity  concerns  and  activities. 


Dr.  Price  announced  grants  from  the 
National  Institute  for  Mental  Health  and 
a  private  foundation,  will  provide  an 
additional  $50,000  for  the  center’s 
establishment. 

In  other  action,  the  JCC  board  ap¬ 
proved  an  expenditure  of  $1,500  to  aid  the 
United  Methodist  Association  of  Com¬ 
municators’  in  establishment  of  satellite 
sessions  in  six  locations  across  the 
country  during  the  Sept.  21-25  annual 
meeting  of  UMAC  in  New  York  City. 

Bob  Robertson  of  Dallas,  vice 
president  of  UMAC  and  a  member  of  the 
JCC  Advisory  Committee,  explained  the 
concept  of  satellite  locations  utilizing 
two-way  communications  with  the  New 
York  site  as  a  possible  alternative  model 
for  annual  denominational  meetings. 


CHARLESTON,  S.C.  —  Racism,  not 
denominationalism,  poses  the  greatest 
threat  to  church  unity,  one  of  the  nation’s 
lop  ecumenical  leaders  declared  here 
recently. 

“We  can  deal  with  historic 
denominational  differences,  but  that 
which  continues  to  be  a  barrier  is 
racism,”  Dr.  Paul  A.  Crow  Jr.,  outgoing 
general  secretary  of  the  Consultation  on 
Church  Union  (COCU),  told  gn  .annual 
gathering  of  the  National  Workshop  on 
Christian  Unity. 

Sponsored  by  nine  denoriMations 
including  the  United  Methodist  Church, 
COCU  represents  the  single  largest  at¬ 
tempt  in  the  U.S.  to  unite  a  variety  of 
Protestant  denominations  into  one 
church. 

All  nine  denominations  plus  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church  were  represented  at  the 
meeting  hosted  here  by  historic  Trinity 
United  Methodist  Church. 

And  while  such  efforts  as  COCU  have 
been  a  somewhat  qualified  success  in  the 
field  of  ecumenism,  they  have  had  the 
beneficial  side  effect  of  “being  one  of  the 
places  where  churches  have  had  to 
confront  racism  and  find  ways  of  dealing 
with  it,”  said  Dr.  Crow,  who  will  become 
the  chief  ecumenical  officer  of  the 
Christian  Church  (Disciples  of  Christ) 
after  leaving  COCU. 

The  idea  of  racism  continuing  as  a 
major  problem  is  likely  to  take  many 
persons  by  surprise,  but  “there  it  is 
nonetheless,"  said  Jim  Feree,  a  black 
United  Methodist  participant  in  the 
meeting  who  is  on  the :  *aff  of  the  Western 
North  Carolina  Conference. 

Racism  under  cover  now-a-days 

The  fact  is,  continued  Mr.  Feree,  that 
unlike  the  60s  when  racism  was  overt, 
racism  nowadays  “is  covert  and  at- 
titudinal.” 

The  problem,  he  said,  becomes  par¬ 
ticularly  acute  in  an  organization  like 
COCU  where  there  are  three 
predominantly  black  denominations 
(African  Methodist  Episcopal,  African 
Methodist  Episcopal  Zion  and  Christian 
Methodist  Episcopal)  trying  to  find  a 
basis  for  merger  with  six  predominantly 
white  denominations.  UMC,  Disciples  of 
Christ,  United  Church  of  Christ,  Southern 
Presbyterian,  United  Presbyterian  and 
Episcopalian. 

"The  people  in  these  predominantly 
black  churches  have  seen  what  has 
happened  to  black  people  in 
predominantly  white  churches  and  they 
don't  particularly  want  it  to  happen  to 
them,”  continued  the  North  Carolina  • 
churchman. 


It  just  gets  back  to  the  old  cliche,  he 
said,  of  “having  accepted  desegregation 
but  not  integration.  That  is,  as  far  as 
color  is  concerned  we  still  are  not  able  to 
accept  people  as  people.  And  we  still 
have  people  who  have  not  accepted 
reality.” 

However,  COCU's  struggle  to  over¬ 
come  racism,  though  by  no  means  ac¬ 
complished,  has  already  borne  fruits  in 
some  areas,  said  Dr.  Crow.  He  said  that 
if  nothing  else  the  white  denominations’ 
association  with  black  denominations  in 
COCU  has  demonstrated  the  relative 
value  of  money. 

“A  white  church,”  said  Dr.  Crow,  “can 
cut  its  budget  10  percent  and  shock  waves 
are  felt  around  the  world.  But  black 
churches  have  always  had  to  live  without 
money  —  and  they’ve  survived.” 

Black  church 

has  positive  contribution 

Bishop  Arthur  Marshall,  leader  of  the 
African  Methodist  Episcopal  Zion 
Church  in  the  Atlanta  area,  agreed  in  Dr. 
Orow’s  observation,  noting  that  “because 
of  its  unique  posture  and  tradition  in 
experience,  it  has  been  proven  that  the 
black  church  has  a  positive  contribution 
that  will  enrich  any  relationship.” 

But,  he  warned-*  “we  come  together  on 
occasions  like  this  and  are  sensitive  to 
this  problem  racism),  and  then  forget  it 
until  we  come  together  again.  The 
shocking  truth  is  that  the  church  has  a 
long  way  to  go  to  become  Christ's 
church.” 

Also  speaking  at  the  convention  was 
Brooks  Hays,  former  president  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  and  former 
Arkansas  Congressman  who  is  now 
functioning  as  lay  minister  in  residence 
at  Washington,  D.C.’s  Capitol  Hill  United 
Methodist  Church. 

Baptists  open  to  ecumenism 
Mr.  Hays  told  the  gathering  of  church- 
persons  that  he  senses  an  “open-minded¬ 
ness”  among  Southern  Baptists  about 
ecumenism  that  hasn’t  existed  in  the 
past:  “There  is  evidence  that  increasing 
numbers  of  Baptists  feel  ecumenism  is 
something  to  which  Baptist  thought 
should  be  contributed.” 

He  suggested  that  the  Baptist  principle 
of  individual  freedom  in  interpreting 
Scripture  under  the  guidance  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  could  provide  valuable  input  in 
ecumenical  discussions. 

Citing  increasing  interest  in  the  field  of 
spirituality,  Jesuit  theologian  Herbert  J. 
Ryan  of  New  York,  told  the  gathering 
that  “if  we  can  show  that  .  .  .  practical 
ecumenism  is  a  religious  experience  that 


Evangelical  enumenijsm  aborning? 


By  JUDY  WEIDMAN 
Associate  Editor 

CHICAGO  —  Will  Key  73  live  on? 
Apparently  not,  as  such.  Those  who 
hoped  some  sort  of  mass  evangelistic 
effort  might  survive  1973  got  little  sup¬ 
port  during  a  meeting  of  evangelism 
officials  here  March  18. 

What  emerged  instead  is  a  loosely  knit 
“Evangelization  Forum”  designed  to 
provide  continuing  fellowship  and  input 
for  persons  who  program  evangelism  for 
their  denominations  or  associations. 

The  mix-match  of  60  persons,  most  of 
whom  had  helped  engineer  Key  73, 
weren’t  interested  in  another  program 
but  were  uniformly  eager  to  preserve  the 
newly-discovered  ecumenism  which 
emerged  during  Key  73. 

Joe  Hale,  United  Methodist  evangelism 
staff  member  of  the  Board  of 
Discipleship,  explained  the  dynamics: 
Denominations,  he  noted,  already  have 
the  machinery  to  program  evangelism. 
What  is  missing,  however,  is  a  way  for 
church  executives  who  traditionally  have 
identified  with  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  or  the  National  Association  of 
Evangelicals  to  get  together, 

The  fragmentation  among  even  so- 
called  liberal  churches  has  been  acute, 
he  went  on  to  explain,  because  the 
National  Council  has  not  had  an 
evangelism  section  or  staff  in  recent 
years. 

Evangelism  not  given  attention 

“Guilty”,  says  Dean  Kelley,  an  ob¬ 
server  from  the  NCC  at  last  week’s 
meeting.  Evangelism  hasn’t  gotten  the 
time  and  attention  it  should  have  in 
recent  years,  he  said. 

The  hope  now,  he  added,  is  to  develop  a 
better  relationship  with  various 
evangelism  interests  in  the  member 
denominations. 

That’s  precisely  why  the  NCC  recently 
approved  a  request  by  a  group  of 
evangelism  executives  to  become  a 
working  group  related  to  the  Council’s 
Division  of  Church  and  Society,  he  ex¬ 
plained. 

The  irony  is  that  the  purpose  of  the 
working  group  is  precisely  that  of  the 
Evangelization  Forum. 

“Will  there  be  a  link  between  the  two? 
We’ll  just  have  to  wait  and  see,” 
responded  Mr.  Kelley,  who  was  a  stand- 
in  for  Lucius  Walker.  Jr.,  associate 
general  secretary  of  the  Division  of 
Church  and  Society. 

Mr.  Kelley  admitted  the  NCC  hasn’t 
always  related  successfully  to 
evangelicals,  though  he  said  he  watched 
with  some  amusement  expressions  of 
pride  in  the  ecumenical  flavor  of  Key  73. 

“The  people  were  acting  as  if  their 
warm  glow  of  ecumenism  was  something 
new.  It  was  exactly  that  kind  of  sen¬ 
timent  which  preceded  the  forming  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches,"  he  noted. 

Whether  the  Forum  can  survive  a 


broad  range  of  interpretations  on  the 
shape  of  evangelism  is  yet  to  be  seen. 

Front  and  center  during  the  meeting 
was  the  mass  evangelism  approach  of 
Billy  Graham  and  Bill  Bright  types.  Joe 
Hale  expressed  the  hope  that  “we  can 
move  beyond  that,”  while  insisting  on  the 
need  for  an  exchange  free  from  the 
traditional  theological  barriers. 

Another  pitfall  for  certain  elements  of 
the  church  which  raised  its  ugly  head 
during  the  gathering  was  the  trium- 
phalism  of  Key  73,  which  sought  to  “call 


the  continent  to  Christ.” 

Seemingly  oblivious  to  the  con¬ 
troversy,  participants  agreed  their  next 
Jaftena  must  be  the  world. 

Mr.  Hale,  choosing  to  interpret  the 
dialogue  positively,  explained  that  the 
ipody  of  Christ  is  global.  “I  don’t  see  it,” 
hqsaid,  “as  the  old  idea  that  we’ve  got  it 
aj}fi  we  take  it  out.  We’ve  got  a  lot  to  learn 
f$wn  other  cultures,  and  if  we  have 
something  to  share  we  do  it  in  the  ap¬ 
propriate  manner.” 


Religious  groups  urge 
new  strip -mining  laws 


WISE,  Va.  (RNS)  -  Enforceable 
federal  laws  requiring  “complete 
restoration”  of  surface-mined  land  was 
urged  here  by  a  national  church  panel 
after  three  days  of  hearings  on  strip¬ 
mining. 

A  15-member  group,  representing  13 
Protestant  and  Roman  Catholic  com¬ 
munions,  issued  a  preliminary  state¬ 
ment  which,  it  hopes  will  be  heeded  by 
Congress,  currently  considering  strip- 
mining  legislation. 

Some  persons  testifying  in  the  hearings 
felt,  however,  that  it  is  already  £op  late  to 
save  much  of  the  surfaced -mined  iland  of 
West  Virginia  and  others  parts  of 
Appalachia.  (  eBSl, 

Dr.  Helen  Lewis  of  Clin^,,  Valley 
College,  where  the  hearings  wet£  held, 
spoke  with  bitterness.  She  saicUphe  did 
not  even  understand  why  the  church 
panel  was  there,  except  perhaps  to  hold  a 
memorial  service  for  the  region^. 

“Some  of  my  more  theologically- 
oriented  friends  say  that  for  every  death 
there  is  a  resurrection,”  Dr.  Lewis  said. 
“Perhaps,  as  you  preach  the  funeral  for 
the  region,  we  can  look  for  new  hope,  new 
life,  new  vitality  to  rise  from  the  mud  and 
siltation.”. 

Steve  Cawood,  a  Pineville,  Ky.  lawyer 
agreed  with  Dr.  Lewis.  He  said  the  fight 
to  prevent  strip-mining  or  restore  the 
land  was  lost.  Any  victory,  he  stated, 
would  come  in  the  West  “if  a  few  of  our 
Indian  brothers  who  are  here  can  carry 
the  lesson  of  coal  in  Appalachia  home 
with  them.” 

The  church  panel  was  set  up  in 
response  to  requests  by  Wise  area 
residents.  It  was  organized  by  the 
ecumenical  Commission  on  Religion  in 
Appalachia  and  the  New  York-based 
Interfaith  Center  for  Corporate 
Responsibility. 

Views  more  optimistic  than  those  of 
Dr.  Lewis  and  Mr.  Cawood  were  voiced 
by  others  testifying.  W.  E.  Guckert, 
director  of  the  Pennsylvania  Bureau  of 
Surface  Mine  Reclamation,  found  the 


area  around  Wise  “horrible”  but 
believed  the  land  could  be  restored  with 
strict  laws. 

He  said  that  reclamation  projects  in  his 
state  had  succeeded  in  restoring  surface- 
mined  land  to  its  approximate  original 
contour. 

James  A.  Curry  of  the  reclamation  unit 
of  the  Tennessee  Valley  Authority  also 
thought  restoration  is  possible. 

Many  pro  and  con  views  on  the  value 
and  necessity  of  strip-mining  were 
voiced.  John  Shober,  vice-president  of 
Penn  Virginia  Co.,  which  owns  30  per 
cent  of  the  Westmoreland  Coal  Co., 
decried  the  “robber  baron”  image  of  the 
coal  industry.  He  said  that  if  surface 
mining  is  abolished  the  energy  crisis  will 
grow  worse  since  50  per  cent  of  the  coal 
produced  comes  from  strip  mines. 

Mr.  Shober  was  disputed  by  those 
insisting  that  90  per  cent  of  the  nation’s 
recoverable  coal  is  in  deep  mines. 

The  church  panel  proposed  that  the 
federal  government  equalize  the  costs  of 
deep  and  strip  mining  to  stimulate  un¬ 
derground  developments. 

It  also  said  strip  mining  should  be 
prohibited  on  federally-owned  coal  where 
surface  rights  are  privately  owned  and 
recommended  safe-guards  to  keep 
private  land  from  being  mined  without 
written  consent. 

Frank  Hubbard  of  Wise,  a  highway 
department  employee,  said  strip  mining 
is  a  “land  use”  not  an  energy  issue.  He 
said  surface  mining  is  popular  because  it 
is  “easy,"  “quick”  and  “extra 
profitable.” 

Several  persons  noted  that  the  coal 
industry  is  moving  West.  Thomas 
Banyacy,  a  Hopi  Indian  from  Arizona, 
said  strip  mining  in  the  Black  Mesa  is 
“destroying  our  Mother  Earth  and 
nature.” 

The  church  panel  will  issue  a  more 
detailed  report  later.  Religious 
representatives  were  invited  to  hold  the 
hearings  because  of  the  growing  church 
interest  in  corporate  responsibility. 


deepens  the  inner  life  of  the  Christian,  we 
shall  have  made  ourselves  intelligible  to 
the  growing  number  of  our  church 
members  who  are  searching  for  ways  to 
grow  in  their  commitment  to  Christ.” 

However,  said  Father  Ryan,  such  a 
spiritual  emphasis  in  the  ecumenical 
movement  should  not  be  allowed  to 
overbalance  the  equally  Christian 
principle  of  social  outreach: 

“Unfinished  ecumenism  does  not  call 
for  leaving  unfinished  what  the  churches 
began  in  the  60s  .  .  .  there  is  no  dichotomy 
between  spirituality  and  action  .  .  .  they 
interact. 

Reaffirming  the  Jesuit’s  remarks, 
Father  Avery  Dulles  of  Woodstock  (New 
York)  College  observed  that  “it  is  an 
incontestable  fact  that  in  many 
charismatic  groups  Protestants  and 
Catholics  pray  together.  In  this  common 
prayer  they  experience  a  deep  com¬ 
munion  with  Christ,  and  this  experience 
goes  far  to  undermine  the  walls  of 
prejudice  that  have  hitherto  divided  the 
churches.” 

All  of  these  discussions,  concluded  the 
practical-minded  Mr.  Hays,  are  well  and 
good.  But  one  thing  must  be  done  to  make 
the  effort  worthwhile:  translate  the 
dialogues  of  such  meetings  “into  un¬ 
derstandable  terms  so  the  laity  can  see 
that  God  is  telling  us  to  do  something 
about  a  fragmented  church.” 


Where  to  send  gifts 
for  Wesley’s  Chapel 
restoration  clarified 

In  the  March  22  story  headlined 
“Methodists  launch  drive  to  save 
Wesley’s  Chapel,”  it  was  stated: 
“All  donations  there  are  being  sent 
to  the  present  minister  at  Wesley’s 
Chapel,  the  Rev.  Allen  Birt- 
whistle”  (with  his  address 
following).  United  Methodists  in 
America  will  be  asked  to  help  raise 
$875,000  during  a  church-wide 
offering  on  May  26.” 

Dr.  Lee  Tuttle  of  the  World 
Methodist  Council  in  Lake 
Junaluska,  N.C.  —  who  is  leading 
the  American  effort  to  raise 
$875,000  —  has  expressed  concern 
that  some  Americans  may  have 
misunderstood  that  information 
and  decided  to  send  contributions 
directly  to  England.  In  such  in¬ 
stances,  gifts  would  not  be  credited 
toward  the  American  church’s  part 
of  the  total  effort. 

Dr.  Tuttle  urges  that  United 
Methodist  “advance  gifts”  be  sent 
directly  to  the  World  Methodist 
Council,  Box  518,  Lake  Junaluska, 
N.C.  28745;  gifts  made  as  part  of 
the  May  26  special  church-wide 
offering  should  go  to  the  individual 
local  church,  from  which  it  will  be 
forwarded  through  appropriate 
channels. 


Pikeville  strike  \ grinds  on 

Bishops  see  no  progress; 


LEXINGTON,  Ky.  (UMC)  —  The  22- 
month-old  strike  of  workers  at  Methodist 
Hospital  of  Kentucky  in  Pikeville  con¬ 
tinues  to  grind  on  following  another  one- 
day  visit  of  United  Methodist  bishops 
with  hospital  and  union  officials. 

Bishop  Lloyd  C.  Wicke,  Fort  Myers, 
Fla.,  chairman  of  the  special  Council  of 
Bishops  committee,  and  Kentucky 
Bishop  Frank  L.  Robertson  reported  “no 
new  developments”  following  their  visit 
March  13  in  Lexington. 

Others  attending  the  meeting  were 
Bishop  Don  W.  Holter,  Lincoln,  Nebr.; 
Lonnie  Daniel,  Nashville,  Tenn.,  regional 
director  of  the  Communications  Workers 
of  America  (CWA),  and  five  members  of 
the  hospital  board  of  directors. 

Bishop  Wicke  would  not  elaborate  on 
the  committee’s  visit  but  said  he  would 
be  reporting  to  the  Council  of  Bishops 
meeting  in  Los  Angeles  April  16-18, 
Hospital  officials  continue  a  “no  com¬ 
ment”  policy  on  the  entire  matter. 

Mr.  Daniel  said  the  meeting  was  “non¬ 
productive,  and  perhaps  even  counter 
productive.” 

When  the  200  non-professional  workers 
at  Pikeville  went  on  strike  in  June  of  1972, 
they  asked  the  CWA  to  represent  them. 
The  hospital  refined  to  acknowledge  the 
union,  fired 'all 'the  strikers  and  replaced 
them  with  new  workers. 

Bishop  Robertson  said  the  hospital  has 
proceeded  with  full  operations  and 
has  opened  a  new  mental  health  wing 
since  the  strike  began.  The  strikers  have 
maintained  picket  lines  throughout  the 
22-month  period. 

Mr.  Daniel  said  he  is  urging  the  United 
Methodist  bishops  to  take  their  “revival 
tents”  to  Pikeville. 

“There  are  at  least  three  groups  who 
need  some  counsel  and  leadership  in 
Pikeville,”  he  said.  “First  there  are  the 
strikers  who  are  completely  disillusioned 
by  the  church;  secondly,  there  are  the 


ad  hoc  group  forming 

scabs  (new  workers)  who  are  subverting 
both  the  Social  Principles  of  the  church 
and  the  spirit  of  collective  bargaining; 
and  thirdly,  there  are  members  of  the 
hospital  board  of  directors.” 

Max  Glenn,  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  director 
of  the  Commission  on  Religion  in 
Appalachia  (CORA)  which  represents  17 
denominations  in  a  13-state  region  of 
Appalachia,  expressed  disappointment 
with  the  committee  of  bishops.  He  was 
particularly  critical  of  the  committee  for 
including  in  its  interviews  and 
deliberations  Bishop  Robertson,  a 
member  of  the  hospital  board. 

“I  had  hopes  that  an  objective  com¬ 
mittee  of  bishops  could  talk  with  both 
sides  in  this  dispute  and  bring  them  to  the 
bargaining  table,”  he  said.  He  expressed 
hope  that  the  Council  of  Bishops  will 
discharge  the  present  committee 
members  and  replace  them  with  a 
completely  independent  and  objective 
group. 

The  executive  committee  of  the  United 
Methodist  Appalachian  Development 
Committee  (ADC),  a  denominational 
coalition  in  the  region,  is  planning  to 
convene  an  ad  hoc  group  of  church 
leaders  in  Pikeville  April  3. 

According  to  Norman  W.  Klump,  New 
York,  ADC  chairman,  the  meeting  will  be 
for  the  purpose  of  setting  up  the  ad  hoc 
committee  and  developing  strategies  for 
moving  the  strike  off  dead  center  and 
toward  a  satisfactory  resolution.  The 
determination  of  strategies  will  be  made 
by  the  ad  hoc  committee  in  consultation 
with  the  strikers,  he  stressed,  not  by  the 
Appalachian  Development  Corfimittee. 

The  Methodist  Federation  for  Social 
Action,  a  67-year-old  group  not  officially 
related  to  The  United  Methodist  Church, 
has  become  involved  in  the  Pikeville 
issue  and  is  encouraging  the  ADC  to  be 
more  aggressive  in  its  approach  to  the 
hospital. 


Classil 

fied 

Rate:  25c  per  word,  figure  or  lntitlal  per  In¬ 
sertion.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on 
contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  in  advance.  Minimum  charge  of  $6.25 
Service  charge  or  Mind  ads  $1.00  per  Insertion. 

HOMEPARENTS  NEEDED  for  etn.d  care. 
These  are  full  time  positions  for  married 
couples  with  no  dependents.  In  addition  to  I 
salary,  we  provide  meals,  laundry  service, 
living  quarters  while  on  duty,  sick  leave;  also 

CHOICE  FOUR  TOURS  from  Dallas.  22  days. 

June  12.  Central,  Southern  Europe;  Scandi¬ 
navia;  British  Isles;  Russia.  First  class  hotels. 

Bess  Loudermilk,  3339  Milton,  Dallas.  Texas 

75205.  (214)  363-2692. 

available.  Applicants  must  be  non-smokers, 
non-drinkers,  high  school  graduate,  preferably 
with  college  training.  These  positions  can 
provide  very  rewarding  experiences.  Please 
contact  the  personnel  Department,  Methodist 
Home.  1111  Horring  Ave..  Waco.  Texas  76708. 

CHURCH  ADMINISTRATOR  OR  BUSINESS 
MANAGER  position  wanted.  Twenty  years 
experiences,  all  In  multiple  staff  churches. 
Married,  college  graduate,  45  years  age. 
Strong  in  leadership  and  organizational 
ability.  Knowledgeable  of  financial  planning 
membership  cultivation  and  staff  supervision. 

Write  to:  TM-UMR.  P.O.  Box  1076,  Dallas. 
Texas  75221. 

PREGNANT?  UNMARRIED?  Give  your  baby 
a  home  and  a  chance  at  life!  The  Methodist 
Mission  Home  In  San  Antonio  offers  a  com¬ 
plete,  confidential  service  on  your  problems. 
Good  living  situation,  warm  acceptance,  best 
medical  care,  expert  counseling  and  con¬ 
tinuing  high  school  education.  Call  or  write: 

Rev.  Harold  Burk  hard t.  6487  Whitby  Rd..  San 
Antonio.  Texas  78240.  Phone  (512)  696-2410. 

YOUTH  AND  EDUCATIONAL  WORKER  to 
develop  strong  year  round  youth  program  and 
a  total  church  educational  program.  Degree  In 
Christian  Education  helpful.  Must  have 
training  in  Christian  youth  and  educational 

200  HUMOROUS  ILLUSTRATIONS  FOR 
RELIGIOUS  SPEAKERS.  Send  $1.00  to: 
Christian  Communications.  P.O.  Box  U02S. 
Knoxville.  Tenn.  37919. 

Carthage,  Mo.  64836;  phone  Rev.  H.  L. 
Thompson  —  (417  )  358-2577. 

GRAND  TOUR  EUROPE— Visiting  Holland, 
Germany,  Switzerland,  Italy,  Monaco.  France 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  position  open.  3,900 
member  church.  Downtown,  full  time,  good 
salary.  Well-rounded  choir  program:  adults, 
youth,  children.  A  fine  position  for  a  qualified. 

and  England.  June  7.  1974.  $1199.00—21  days. 
From  Dallas.  Jet  travel,  first-class  hotel, 
complete  sightseeing  and  all  meals.  Call:  Opal 
Smith,  Box  226,  Forney,  Texas  75126,  ph.  (214) 
552-3123. 

people!  If  Interested,  send  Information,  pic¬ 
ture,  references,  etc.  to:  Pastor-Parish 
Relations  Committee.  Polk  Street  United 
Methodist  Church,  1401  Polk  St.,  Amarillo. 
Texas  79101,  Tel.  374-2891. 

LIVE-IN  HOUSEKEEPER  for  couple. 
Household  duties  5  days  week.  No  week-ends. 
Private  room  with  bath.  Call:  area  code  305- 
859-6613,  Orlando.  Fla.  | 

JOSEF  MERTIN  one  manual  semi-portable 
pipe  organ  with  seven  ranks  of  pipes.  Complete 
and  playable.  First  United  Methodist  Church. 

One  East  Olive,  Redlands.  Cal.  92373. 

SPAIN  AND  PORTUGAL  with  experienced 
tour  hosts.  June  14  to  July  5.  Departs  Houston 
or  New  York.  For  detailed  Information,  write: 

Rev.  Frederick  Marsh.  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  1320  Main,  Houston,  Texas  77002. 

DELUXE  ORIENTAL  TOUR;  Rev.  and  Mrs. 

Ed  Laux,  experienced  escorts,  Invite  you  to 

Join  them.  3  weeks  In  August  74.  Brochure 
available.  Write:  Rev.  Ed  Laux,  6247 
Annapolis.  Dallas.  Texas  75214. 

WANTED:  POSITION  IN  CHRISTIAN 
EDUCATION.  College  degree  In  field.  Some 
experience  In  music,  secretarial  and 
children's  work.  Interested  in  youth.  Send 
inquiries  to:  Position,  Box  1076,  Dallas.  Texas 

retired  salesman  or  minister  to  represent  one 
of  America's  fastest  growing  religious  radio 
programs  In  your  area.  Exceptionally  good 
Income  potential.  If  Interested,  write. 
Methodist  Hour,  Box  77.  Orlande.  Florida 

32802 

FAMILY  (three  teenage  daughters)  would  like 
to  trade  camping  equipment  and  car.  We'll  fly 

In  and  use  yours;  you  fly  to  Florida  and  use 
ours.  Joseph  Farley.  1106  Lee  Blvd..  Lehigh 
Acres.  Fla.  33936.  References  required. 
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Edinburgh  site  of  continuing 
education  opportunity 

OAKLAND  PAKK,  Fla.  —  "Insights 
into  the  Word  and  the  World”  is  the 
theme  chosen  for  a  continuing  education 
program  available  this  summer  for 
United  Methodist  clergy  and  laity  at  the 
University  of  Edinburgh,  Scotland. 

The  first  session  is  June  24-July  9.  It  is 
scheduled  for  the  Southeastern  and 
Northeastern  jurisdictions  with 
departures  from  Philadelphia  and 
Atlanta.  Space  is  still  available. 

Only  limited  space  is  available  for  the 
second  session  scheduled  for  Aug.  7-22, 
with  departures  from  Dallas  and 
Chicago. 

Outstanding  scholars,  including  Dr. 
William  Barclay,  will  act  as  resource 
persons.  Special  sessions  are  planned  for 
lay  participants.  Points  of  historic  in¬ 
terest  will  be  visited  in  traveling  from 
London  to  Edinburgh. 

The  basic  cost  is  $668.  Further  details 
may  be  obtained  by  writing  to  the 
Advisory  Committee  for  Continuing 
Education  of  Clergy  and  Laity,  Box 
23446,  Oakland  Park,  Florida  33307. 
New  COCU  head  sought 

ATLANTA  (RNS)  -  The  Consultation 
on  Church  Union  (COCU)  has  elected  a 
five-member  search  committee  to  find 
potential  candidates  for  a  new  general 
secretary. 

It  will  seek  a  successor  to  Dr.  Paul  A. 
Crow  Jr.,  COCU’s  first  general 
secretary,  who  will  resign  June  1  to 
become  president  of  the  Council  on 
Christian  Unity  of  the  Christian  Church 
(Disciples  of  Christ). 

Dr.  Robert  W.  Huston  of  New  York, 
chief  ecumenical  officer  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  was  named  chairman 
of  the  search  committee  at  a  meeting  of 
COCU’s  executive  committee. 

The  committee  also  approved  a  staff 
profile  for  the  positions  of  general 
secretary  and  associate  general 
secretary.  It  assures  that  the  positions 
are  open  to  candidates  without  regard  to 
race,  age,  sex  or  clergy-laity  status.  One 
position  will  be  filled  by  a  black,  one  by  a 
white. 

United  Methodists  approve 
ecumenical  building 

MANKATO,  Minn.  (RNS)  -  A  plan  to 
build  a  combined  church  to  house  three 
downtown  Mankato  congregations  has 


been  stymied  at  least  temporarily  by  the 
narrow  defeat  of  the  proposal  in  one  of 
the  churches. 

Centenary  United  Methodist  church 
and  First  Congregational  church  approv¬ 
ed  the  plan  with  votes  in  favor  of  71  and  73 
per  cent,  respectively.  Each  needed  only 
a  simple  majority. 

First  Baptist  church,  which  had  set  a 
two-thirds  requirement,  gave  the  plan  a 
62.9  per  cent  “yes”  vote  -  falling  three 
votes  short  of  the  favorable  vote  needed 

The  plan  to  construct  a  single  building 
for  the  three  congregations,  all  of  which 
need  new  facilities,  does  not  envision  a 
merger  of  the  churches.  Each  would 
maintain  its  own  programs  and  identity. 

The  three  congregations  worshipped 
together  in  January  and  February  in  an 
effort  to  conserve  fuel.  The  experience 
left  “very  positive  feelings”  in  all  three 
churches,  one  pastor  said.  All  are  located 
within  a  two  or  three  block  radius  of  each 
other. 

One  of  out  every  three  adults 
report  religious  experience 

LANTANA,  Fla.  (EP)  —  One  out  of 
every  three  adults  in  America  —  63 
million  people  —  has  undergone  a 
powerful  supernatural  experience,  a 
nationwide  survey  by  the  Rev.  Andrew 
Greeley  indicates. 

“Thirty-six  per  cent  of  Americans 
interviewed  say  they  have  at  some  time 
in  their  lives  felt  as  though  they  were 
close  to  a  powerful  force  that  seemed  to 
lift  them  out  of  themselves,”  the  Rev. 
Greeley  was  quated  in  the  National 
Equirer’s  March  10  issue. 

Church’s  Kent  State  book  up 
for  award 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  The  Truth  About 
Kent  State,  a  book  by  Peter  Davies  and 
the  United  Methodist  Board  of  Church 
and  Society,  is  one  of  111  titles  nominated 
here  for  the  prestigious  National  Books 
Awards  for  1973. 

Written  by  Mr.  Davies,  a  New  York 
insurance  agent,  in  collaboration  with 
staff  of  the  Washington-based  church 
agency,  the  volume  deals  with  the  1970 
shooting  of  students  by  the  Ohio  National 
Guard. 

It  was  nominated  in  the  contemporary 
affairs  category  of  the  Book  Awards, 
presented  annually  by  the  National  Book 
Committee.  Winners  will  be  announced 
April  18. 


6 Health  and  Welfare 9 
honors  9  Methodists 


SAN  FRANCISCO  (UMC)  —  A 
Houston,  Texas,  clergyman  was  inducted 
into  the  United  Methodist  Hall  of  Fame  in 
Philanthropy  here  March  18.  Eight  other 
individuals  and  one  institution  received 
other  honors  at  the  34th  annual  con¬ 
vention  of  the  National  Association  of 
Health  and  Welfare  Ministries  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church. 

Named  to  the  Hall  of  Fame  was  the 
Rev.  Clyde  J.  Verheyden,  director  of 
Golden  Cross  and  the  Good  Samaritan 
Club  at  Methodist  Hospital  in  Houston. 

Other  awards  presented  by  the 
Division  of  Health  and  Welfare 
Ministries  of  the  church’s  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  included  the  1974 
Conference  Chairman  Award  to  the  Rev. 
Carl  C.  Ling,  Dayton,  Ohio;  Trustee 
Awards  to  Richard  Helmstadter, 
McKeesport,  Pa.,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John 
G.  Wollenweber,  Oakland,  Calif. ;  and  the 
Agency  Award  to  Methodist  Hospital  of 
Indiana,  Indianapolis. 

Presented  by  the  National  Association 
of  Health  and  Welfare  Ministries  was  the 
Health  Careers  Award  to  Joy  Lynn 
Lamer,  Methodist  Hospital,  Gary,  Ind.; 
Chaplain’s  Award  to  the  Rev.  James  B. 
Ansley,  Harris  Methodist  Hospital,  Ft. 
Worth,  Texas;  and  Administrator 
Awards  to  Donald  W.  Cordes,  Iowa 
Methodist  Hospital,  Des  Moines;  and 
Robert  J.  Marsh,  Candler  General 
Hospital,  Savannah,  Ga. 

Mr.  Verheyden’s  Hall  of  Fame  citation 
noted  that  he  has  been  related  to  the 
Houston  hospital  since  1951  as  chaplain, 
public  relations  director,  and  Golden 
Cross  director,  among  other  respon¬ 
sibilities. 

He  organized  the  Good  Samaritan  Club 
to  give  financial  aid  to  any  person 
‘desiring  to  become  a  nurse.  More  than 
300  persons  currently  are  receiving  full 
or  part-time  financial  aid  through  the 
program. 

Dr.  Ling,  superintendent  of  the  Dayton 
North  District  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  was  recognized  for  five  years  of 
service  as  chairman  of  the  West  Ohio 
Annual  Conference  health  and  welfare 
agency. 

Mr.  Helmstadter  received  the  Trustee 
Award  for  his  work  as  president  of  the 
board  of  the  Methodist  Home  in  Mt. 
Lebanon,  Pa.  He  also  is  treasurer  of  the 
National  Association  of  Health  and 
Welfare  Ministries  and  is  a  past- 
president  of  the  Western  Pennsylvania 
Conference  Board  of  Health  and  Welfare 
Ministries. 

The  award  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wollen¬ 
weber  is  unique  in  that  he  was  cited  for 
his  work  with  the  Fred  Finch  Youth 
Center,  and  she  for  work  with  the  Beulah 
Home.  Both  also  have  been  active  in  a 
variety  of  other  community  affairs. 

Methodist  Hospital  of  Indiana  was 
cited  for  “outstanding  service  to  the  poor 
and  minority  groups”  in  Indianapolis, 
particularly  the  establishment  of  neigh¬ 
borhood  health  centers.  Community 
programs  in  alcohol  abuse  and  drug 
treatment  also  were  noted. 

Miss  Lamer  was  chosen  to  receive  the 
Health  Careers  Award  for  her  studies  in 
the  field  of  radiologic  technology.  In 
receiving  the  recognition  here,  she 
represents  thousands  of  youth  in  United 


Methodist  facilities  preparing  for  health 
service  careers. 

Chaplain  Ansley  began  his  hospital 
career  in  1957  and  was  the  first  hospital 
chaplain  in  the  state  to  bring  to  that 
profession  special  training  in  clinical 
pastoral  care.  In  1960  he  initiated  a 
clinical  training  program  at  Harris 
Hospital  which  continues  today. 

Mr.  Cordes  has  served  as  chief 
executive  officer  of  the  Des  Moines 
hospital  for  26  years.  During  that  time 
the  hospital  has  doubled  in  size  to  676 
beds  and  its  assets  have  increased  from 
$2,500,000  to  $23,600,000.  A  $9,500,000 
building  program  is  currently  under 
way. 

Mr.  Marsh  has  been  a  hospital  ad¬ 
ministrator  for  some  40  years,  15  of  those 
at  the  Savannah  hospital.  Under  his 
leadership  the  hospital  has  received  wide 
recognition  for  care  of  stroke  victims, 
among  other  services. 

Religion  up 
front  in 
Opry  gala 

NASHVILLE  (RNS)  —  To  the  strains 
of  the  familiar  country  hymn,  “Will  the 
Circle  be  Unbroken,”  one  of  America’s 
best  known  musical  institutions  moved 
into  a  new  era  as  the  Grand  Ole  Opry 
ended  31  years  at  the  Ryman  Auditorium 
here. 

Johnny  Cash,  the  famed  entertainer 
who  made  headlines  when  he  publicly 
professed  faith  in  Christ  several  years 
ago,  led  the  singing  of  the  hymn.  At  the 
end  of  the  regular  “Opry”  show,  a 
presentation  of  the  Grand  Ole  Gospel 
Show  began. 

“Old  things  are  passed  away,  all  things 
become  new,”  declared  the  Rev.  Jimmy 
Snow,  son  of  country  singer  Hank  Snow. 
In  a  reference  to  the  founder  of  the  82- 
year-old  auditorium,  he  said,  “Tom 
Ryan’s  dream  has  come  true.  The  Opry 
House  closes  with  the  Word  of  God." 

Tom  Ryan,  a  steamboat  captain, 
established  the  auditorium  as  a  Gospel 
tabernacle  after  he  was  converted.  In  the 
late  19th  Century,  such  famous 
evangelists  as  Sam  Jones  preached 
there. 

As  the  Opry  moved  into  its  new 
headquarters,  a  $15  million  Opry  land 
entertainment  center,  singer  Roy  Acuff 
said  he  hoped  that  the  Opry’s  owner,  the 
National  Life  Insurance  Company,  would 
convert  the  old  Ryman  Auditorium  into  a 
chapel  or  church. 

If  this  happens,  the  famed  entertainer 
promised,  he  will  go  back  to  church.  "I 
would  start  the  first  day  and  would  try  to 
be  here  every  Sunday,”  he  said. 

One  of  the  first  performances  given  on 
the  stage  of  the  “new”  Opry  house  was  a 
rendition  of  “God  Bless  America,”  by 
President  Nixon. 

Country  music,  Mr.  Nixon  declared, 
“radiates  a  love  of  this  nation  and 
patriotism.” 
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Church’s  stand  on  labor  issue  questioned 


SAN  FRANCISCO,  Calif.  (UMC)  — 
Unionization  of  workers  in  health  and 
welfare  services  was  questioned  sharply 
by  agency  administrators  here  March  17- 
20  during  the  annual  convention  of  the 
National  Association  of  Health  and 
Welfare  Ministries  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

The  questioning  came  in  the  form  of  a 
panel  discussion  held  during  two  of  the 
meeting’s  session  and  featuring  ad¬ 
ministrators  and  chaplains  of  United 
Methodist  institutions  as  well  as  agency 
board  members  and  denominational 
officials. 

The  statements  in  the  two  sessions 
appeared  to  suggest  that  many  ad¬ 
ministrators  of  United  Methodist  in¬ 
stitutions  are  in  disagreement  with  ac¬ 
tions  of  the  General  Conference  in  labor 
issues,  and  with  statements  adopted  by 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries’  Health 
and  Welfare  Division  to  which  the 
National  Association  is  related. 

No  views  different  to  those  of  panel 
members  were  voiced  in  either  session 
while  a  reporter  was  present. 

Most  outspoken  in  his  comments  was 
Donald  W.  Cordes,  Des  Moines,  Iowa, 
who  told  a  joint  meeting  of  hospital  ad¬ 
ministrators  and  chaplains  that  “any 
assumption  that  a  union  will  help 
management  to  achieve  management 
goals  is  just  plain  foolishness.”  Mr. 
Cordes  is  chief  executive  officer  of  Iowa 
Methodist  Hospital  and  a  past-president 
of  the  National  Association. 

Discussing  the  Social  Principles  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  which  support 
the  right  of  employees  to  collective 


bargaining,  Mr.  Cordes  said  that  the 
General  Conference  delegates  who 
adopted  the  current  wording  in  1972 
might  have  taken  a  different  view  if  they 
had  seen  striking  hospital  employees 
“refuse  to  take  care  of  the  sick.” 

“We  can  praise  the  idealism  of  the 
statement  for  upholding  the  right  of 
collective  bargaining,”  the  hospital 
administrator  said,  “but  we  should 
deplore  the  lack  of  realism  the  statement 
reflects."  Mr.  Cordes  was  one  of  a  half- 
dozen  speakers  addressing  Social 
Principles  and  unionization  issues  during 
the  two  sessions. 

The  Des  Moines  man  did  not  indicate 
that  he  might  be  more  favorable  toward 
“house  unions”  not  involving  third 
parties.  Both  he  and  other  speakers  said 
that  hospitals  “should  stress  good  em¬ 
ployment  practices  at  all  times”  and 
offer  wages  and  other  working  conditions 
at  least  equal  to  those  in  the  community 
where  they  are  located. 

Roger  Burgess,  Evanston,  Ill.,  a 
speaker  at  both  sessions,  said  that  the 
United  Methodist  Church  expects  its 
institutions  to  be  Christian  in  service, 
open  to  all  races  and  fair  in  labor 
relations.  Dr.  Burgess  recently  resigned 
as  associate  general  secretary  of  the 
church’s  Board  of  Global  Ministries  and 
head  of  its  Division  of  Health  and  Welfare 
Ministries  to  become  editorial  director  of 
the  denomination’s  general  periodicals. 

“The  Social  Principles  statement  is  a 
moral  guide  to  influence  all  our  actions, 
but  it  is  not  the  law  of  the  church,”  the 
editor  said.  “No  agency  can  be  tried  by 
the  Judicial  Council  (the  denomination’s 


“Supreme  Court”)  for  violating 
statements  in  the  Principles.” 

Other  speakers  during  the  two  sessions 
included  Laurence  P.  Corbett,  a 
Berkeley,  Calif.,  attorney;  the  Rev. 
James  M.  Fall,  administrator  of  the 
Franklin  (Ind.)  United  Methodist  Home; 
Jack  Taylor,  Ocean  Grove,  N.J., 
executive  director  of  the  Methodist 
Homes  of  New  Jersey,  and  the  Rev. 
Kenneth  Reed,  chaplain  of  Methodist 
Hospital  of  Indiana  in  Indianapolis. 

“We  should  view  all  our  personnel  as 
co-workers  who  have  the  same  high 
ideals  as  we  do,”  Dr.  Reed  asserted.  He 
called  on  the  “whole  church”  to  be  in- 


Welfare  Division,  to  which  the  National 
Association  of  Heakn  and  Welfare 
Ministries  is  related,  said  that  “health 
and  welfare  agencies  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  are  expected  to  act  in 
conformance  with  the  Social  Principles . 

“The  .  .  .  statement  makes  it  clear 
that  employees  have  the  right  to  bargain 
collectively  with  non-union  third  party 
representation  or  with  union  represen¬ 
tation,”  the  division  action  asserted. 

“The  tone  of  the  (Social  Principles) 
statement  (also)  implies  that  employees 
must  be  protected  if  they  wish  not  to 
bargain  collectively. 

‘We  cannot  support  any  form  of 


volved  in  the  “issue  of  living  up  to  the  collective  agreement  that  allows  for 
Social  Principles.”  strikes,  work  stoppage,  slowdowns,  or 

Union  issues  in  United  Methodist-  other  techniques  potentially  detrimental 
related  institutions  have  been  in  the  news  /  to  the  health  and  welfare  of  innocent  and 
during  the  past  20  months  because  of  a  helpless  patients  and  clients.  We 


strike  by  more  than  200  non-professional 
employees  of  the  Methodist  Hospital  in 
Pikeville,  Ky.,  who  say  the  hospital 
administration  refuses  to  recognize  a 
union  chosen  by  the  workers.  (See 
related  story.) 

Because  of  the  exemption  as  a  non¬ 
profit  hospital  under  the  National  Labor 
Relations  Act  the  hospital  administration 
is  not  required  to  acknowledge  the  union. 
The  striking  workers  have  been 
replaced. 

In  addition  to  adopting  the  Social 
Principles  statement  supporting 
collective  bargaining,  the  1972  General 
Conference  also  approved  a  resolution 
asking  that  NLRA  exemptions  for 
hospitals  be  removed. 

In  November  of  1973.  the  Health  and 


recommend  procedures  in  any  collective 
agreement  that  will  insure  uninterrupted 
services.” 

Mr.  Cordes,  in  his  remarks,  said  that 
“A  ‘no  strike’  clause  is  meaningless 
because  there  are  almost  uncertain  to  be 
strikes.” 

The  Division  of  Health  and  Welfare 
Ministries  also  adopted  in  1973  a 
statement  calling  on  health  and  welfare 
agencies  to  “take  the  initiative  and 
leadership  in  creating,  developing  and 
maintaining  good  relationships  with  their 
employees,”  including  “open  channels  of 
communication  .  .  .  good  and  safe 
working  conditions  ...  a  fair  wage  and 
benefits  program”  and  “an  objective, 
effective  and  workable  grievance 
procedure.” 


^Jdow  do  you  dee  the  future  ^or  the  churc  L? 


So  you  would  like  to  get  your  opinions  in  to  the  General 
Council  on  Ministries  about  what  you  feel  the  United  Methodist 
Church  should  be  doing?!  If  so,  you  are  one  of  a  growing 
number  of  persons! 

Remember  last  quadrennium?  The  General  Program  Council 
invited  persons  in  the  denomination  to  respond  to  question¬ 
naires  and  hearings  about  how  they  felt  on  trends  of  our  day, 
issues  of  the  times,  and  needs  of,  ,tha  .denomination.  The 
response  was  summarized  by  Virgil  Sexton  in  LISTENING  TO 
THE  CHURCH. 

Now,  the  General  Council  on  Ministries  issues  a  similar 
invitation  to  you.  As  a  part  of  the  continuing  planning  process, 
your  feelings  will  become  vital  data  to  be  considered.  Summary 
reports  will  be  printed  about  what  all  persons  who  respond  are 
saying. 

On  this  tear  sheet  are  general  areas  in  which  you  may 
indicate  your  concern  about  matters  which  may  be  a  challenge 
to  United  Methodism  in  the  years  ahead.  These  areas  deal  with 
(1)  broad  cultural  and  social  TRENDS,  (2)  fundamental 
ISSUES  confronting  the  church,  and  (3)  NEEDS  within  the 
denomination  to  which  some  are  saying  we  shall  need  to  give 
attention.  You  may  add  other  concerns  of  your  own. 

How  do  you  feel?  Please  take  a  few  moments  to  respond  to  the 
items  and  to  send  your  response  in.  We  can  best  plan  as  we  are 
well  informed.  Thank  you  for  your  help! 


ISSUES-Topics  needing  discussion  and  decision 

_  A.  Changing  Values  in  the  Society 

_  B.  Confidence  in  Leadership 

_  C.  Environment  and  Ecology 

_  D.  Equal  Rights  for  Women 

_ _ __  E.  Family  Life  Styles  and  Sex  Patterns 

_  F.  Minority  Group  Demands  and  Concerns 

_____  G.  Peace  —  Cessation  of  War  and  International  Stability 

-  H.  Pluralism  in  Society  -  Its  Nature  and.Our  Understanding  of  It 

_  I.  Violence  in  Society  —  Crime  in  the  Streets 

_  J.  Other _ 


Priority  listings  for  trends,  1 
issues  ancl  needs 

For  each  of  the  three  lists  which  follow,  please  indicate  the  five  most 
important  items  with  which  the  church  should  deal  in  the  next  few  years.  Give  a 
priority  ranking  for  the  five  most  important  as  you  see  it.  For  the  item  with  the 
highest  priority  place  a  “1”  in  the  so^ce  to  the  right  of  that  item;  a  “2”  to  the 
right  of  the  next  most  important  item;  and  a  "3”  to  the  right  of  the  third  most 
important  item  and  so  on  until  five  items  are  ranked  in  each  list. 


NEEDS- Matters  to  which  the  church  should 
address  itself 

-  A.  Challenge  for  Deeper  Christian  Commitment 

-  B.  Continuing  Quota  Procedures  to  Insure  Representation  of 

Wohieh  drid  Ethnic  Persons 

_  C.  Ecumenical  Relationships 

_  D.  Feedback  of  Ideas  and  Reactions  to  Annual  Conference  and 

the  General  Church 

-  E.  Opportunities  to  Designate  Use  of  Funds 

_  F.  Participation  of  Laity  in  Work  of  the  Church 

_  G.  Revitalizing  Educational  Activities  and  Curriculum 

_  H.  Understanding  Our  Beliefs  and  Values 

-  I.  Understanding  the  Charismatic  and  Tongues  Movement 


Rank 


TRENDS-Basic  patterns  for  our  society 

j 

'1  l_:J  • 

_  A.  Conservative  Religi&us^J^ooid  and  Spirit 

_  B.  Decline  in  Personal  and  Corporate  Morality 

_  C.  Decline  in  the  Influence  of  the  Church 

_  D.  Desire  to  be  More  Fblly  Human 

_  E.  Inflation  —  The  Decline  in  Purchasing  Power 

_  F.  Leisure  —  Its  Quantity  and  Use 

_  G.  Rapid  Expansion  in  Knowledge 

_  H.  Rate  and  Widespread  Character  of  Change 

—  I.  Scarcities  and  an  Economy  of  Scarcities 
 J.  Other 


J.  Other_ 


S 

£  i 
$  & 


Activities 

Left  column :  How  much  is 
this  emphasized  by  your 
local  church?  Right  column: 
How  much  do  you  feel  this 
should  be  emphasized? 


m3 

£ 

4> 

> 


Small  groups  for  study, 
discussion 

B. 

Youth  Activities 

j- 

- 

- 

- 

C. 

Visiting  Sick  and  Be¬ 
reaved  ^ 

1 _ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

D. 

New  Forms  of  Worship 

- 

— 

— 

— 

E. 

Lay  Participation 

1- 

- 

- 

- 

F. 

National  and  World 
Issues 

l_ 

— 

_ 

_ 

G. 

Counseling  Persons 

1  — 

— 

_ 

_ 

H. 

Finance  Campaigns 

1 _ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

I. 

Womens’  Organization 

1 _ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

J. 

Political  Issues 

K. 

World  Missions 

I _ 

_ 

_ 

L. 

Prayer  Meetings  ti 

1  _ 

_ 

— 

— 

M. 

Community  Issues* 

_ 

_ 

_ 

N. 

Sex  Education 

I- 

- 

- 

- 

O. 

Recruiting  New  ' 
Members 

P. 

Recreation  Programs 

j- 

- 

- 

- 

Q 

Deepening  Personal 
Commitment 

R. 

Adult  Education 

S. 

Stewardship  Education 

T. 

Church  School 

j- 

- 

- 

- 

U. 

Sunday  Morning 

Worship 

V. 

Visiting  Church 

Members 

j- 

- 

- 

- 

w. 

Working  for  Civil 

Rights 

X 

Local  Missions 

1 _ 

gf- 

mini 

_ 

_>u_  _ 

r 

—  — 


Denominational  membership: 
(  )  United  Methodist 
(  )  Other 


Are  you  active  in  a  social  concerns 
group  in  your  local  church? 

(  )  Yes  (  )  No 


Persons 

£ 

■g  jg  Left  column :  Please  check  5 
3  £  one  space  per  line  how  the 

2  g  church  SHOULD  relate  to  3 
*§  g  the  following  persons.  Right  -n 

3  «  column:  Please  check  one  £ 
3  S'  space  per  line  how  YOU  feel  « 
£  «  about  relating  to  the  follow-  © 

ing  persons.  ~ 


*  Z  Z 


A.  Alcoholics 

B.  Communists 

C.  Hippies 

D.  Atheists 

E.  Homosexuals 

F.  Juvenile  Delinquents 

G.  Drug  Addicts 

H.  Rebellious  Students 

I.  Ex-Convicts 

J.  Marijuana  Users 

K.  Unwed  Mothers 

L.  Persons  on  Welfare 

M.  Indian  Americans 

N.  Black  Americans 

O.  Wealthy  Persons 

P.  Jewish  Americans 

Q.  Divorcees 

R.  Unwed  Couples 
Living  Together 

S.  Oriental  Americans 

T.  Speakers  in  Tongues 

U.  Hispanic  Americans 


£  £ 


Please  check  the  appropriate 
space  describing  you  and  your 
local  church. 
l.Sex: 

(1) 


-Female  (2)  _ Male 


2.  Laity  or  Clergy: 

(1)  _ Laity 

3.  Marital  Status: 

(1)  _ Single 

(2)  _ Married 

(3)  _ Widowed 


(2)  . 


-Clergy 


(4) 

Divorced 

4.  Age- 

(1) 

Under  20  (4) 

35-44 

(2) 

_ 20-24  (  5) 

_ 45-54 

(3) 

_ 25-34  (6) 

55-64 

(7)  _ 65  and  over 

5.  Race  or  ethnic  background: 

(1)  _ Asian  American 

(2)  _ Black 

(3)  _ White 

(4)  _ Spanish  speaking  Americans 

(Puerto  Ricans,  Chicanos,  and 
Latin  Americans) 

(5)  _ Other 

6.  Size  of  church  membership 

(1)  _ _ 0-49  (5)  _ 

(2)  _ 50-99  (  6)  _ 500-999 

<3)  - 100-199  (7)  _ 1000-1999 

(4)  200-299  (8)  2000-2999 


(9)  . 


_3000  or  more 


.  Size  of  community  in  which  you  live: 

(1)  _ 1-249 

(2)  _ 250-999 

(3)  _ 1000-2499 

(4)  _ _2500-4999 


(5)  _ 5000-9999 

(6)  _ 10,000-49,999 

(7)  _ 50,000-99,999 

(8)  _ 100,000-999,999 

(9)  _ 1,000,000  or  more 

8.  Name  of  annual  conference  . 


Please  remove  this  tearout  sheet  and 
send  it  with  any  additional  comments 
or  materials  that  you  have  written  to: 


Dr.  Virgil  Wesley  Sexton 
General  Council  on  Ministries 
Section  on  Planning  and  Research 
601  W.  Riverview  Avenue 
Dayton,  Ohio  45406 
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Easter  Sunrise  Service 

An  interdenominational  Easter  Sunrise 
Service  will  be  held  at  6:30  A.M.  at 
Bringhurst  Baseball  Park  in  Alexandria, 
April  14.  Dr  Robert  L.  Lee,  Executive 
Secretary,  of  the  Louisiana  Baptist 
Convention  will  deliver  the  sermon,  while 
Dr.  J.  D.  Wood,  Jr.,  pastor,  Asbury 
Evangelical  Church  of  Pineville  will  give 
the  creed;  the  scripture  reading  will  be 
given  by  Rev.  Jerry  L  Tabler,  pastor, 
First  Presbyterian  church;  Mrs.  John  W. 
Dawson  will  sing,  and  Bill  Proctor.  Vice 
Commander  Louisiana  Department  of 
the  VFW  will  give  the  veterans  welcome. 
Master  of  Ceremonies  is  Carroll  Fields. 


Hospitalization 
benefits  raised 


PENSIONS  MEETING:  Revs.  Stone 
Caraway  [LEFT]  and  Roy  E.  Mouser  are 
shown  with  Rev.  Bob  Yunker,  staff 
representative  of  the  General  Board  of 
Pensions  to  our  conference  at  a  meeting 
held  in  Chicago  on  United  Methodist 
pension  matters.  Caraway  is  secretary 
and  Mouser  is  chairman  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Board  of  Pensions. 


The  Louisiana  Conference  Board  of 
Pensions  has  received  information  from 
the  general  board  that  effective  Mar.  14 
this  year,  the  HMEP  (Hospitalization 
and  Medical  Expense  Program)  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church’s  maximum 
benefit  payable  to  its  members  has  been 
increased  from  $25,000  per  individual  to 
$250,000  per  individual. 

According  to  spokesmen  at  the  general 
board,  these  new  maximum  benefits  are 
for  persons  both  under  age  65  and  over 


age  65. 

Robert  J.  Yunkers  of  the  general  Board 
of  Pensions,  Evanston,  Illinois,  states 
that  “although  we  have  had  only  one  or 
two  cases  where  the  $25,000  was 
exhausted,  the  security  suggested  by  the 
new  figure  of  $250,000  is  very  helpful, 
especially  to  the  over  65  age  group.” 

For  information  about  the  insurance 
program  of  the  Conference,  please 
contact  Dr.  Leonard  Cooke,  P.O.  Box 
4303,  Shreveport,  Louisiana  71104. 


JOHN  TUBB  RETIRES:  John  Tubb 
[LEFT]  retiring  lay  leader  of  the 
Alexandria  District,  receives  an 
honorary  plaque  of  appreciation  from 
Charles  Goodgame.  Tubb  served  4  years 
in  this  capacity,  and  is  giving  up  the  post 
to  give  more  time  as  a  coordinator  of  Lay 
Witness  Missions. 

LSU  hosts 

Southern  Conference 

Charles  A.  Wells,  world-travelling 
journalist,  commentator  and  publisher, 
the  Honorable  LaRue  R.  Lutkins  of  the 
U.  S.  Diplomatic  Service,  and  noted 
economist  Kenneth  Boulding,  were 
featured  speakers  at  the  7th  annual 
Southern  Conference  on  World  Affairs  at 
LSU,  Baton  Rouge,  the  weekend  of  Mar. 
29-31. 

The  3-day  public  forum  studied  future 
directions  of  U.S.  Foreign  relations 
under  the  theme,  “Power  in  Search  of 
Purpose,”  and  featured  numerous 
discussion  leaders  in  a  variety  of  fields. 
The  event  was  sponsored  by  42  religious, 
academic  and  civic  groups  from  four 
states  in  the  mid-south. 

The  speakers  and  participants 
examined  the  international  and  domestic 
issues  affecting  world  peace,  and  con¬ 
sidered  the  best  positions  for  insuring 
peace  and  justice  in  the  world. 

Differing  views  were  discussed  in 
special  groups  on  Africa,  the  Middle 
East,  Latin  America,  Multinational 
corporations,  world  resources  and 
population.  The  conference  concluded 
with  an  interfaith  service  of  worship  on 
Sunday. 

The  42  sponsors  of  the  conference  in¬ 
cluded  the  LSU  institute  of  Latin 
American  studies,  Millsaps  College, 
Christian  Brothers  College  of  Memphis, 
the  Uniterd  Methodist  Church’s  Church 
and  Society  Boards  for  North  Mississippi 
and  Louisiana,  along  with  the  various 
church  campus  groups  at  LSU. 


Bishop’s  message 

Methodism’s  interest  in  higher  education  is  reflected  in  many  ways:  Campus 
ministry,  church-related  colleges,  Wesley  Foundations,  great  university  con¬ 
gregations,  141  schools  of  higher  learning  in  the  50  states,  and  seminaries.  Not 
the  least  of  this  concern  in  our  state  is  reflected  in  its  two  fine  colleges. 
Centenary  and  Dillard. 

Centenary  soon  approaches  its  150th  anniversary,  celebrating  a  history 
longer  than  any  institution  of  higher  learning  located  west  of  the  Mississippi 
River  in  the  United  States.  Dillard  marks  its  106th  year  soon  in  September. 
These  two  venerable  and  honored  schools  are  sources  of  pride  for  Louisiana  and 
all  the  South  Central  region. 

Word  from  their  admissions  offices  indicates  an  impressive  upswing  in 
enrollment  fees  already  being  paid  for  next  autumn.  Many  of  today’s  more 
thoughtful  high  school  graduates  want  the  quality  education  the  schools  offer.  It 
is  gratifying  to  note  the  quickened  interest  in  both  Centenary  and  Dillard,  for 
whom  we  anticipate  the  finest  in  years  ahead. 

Faithfully, 


MEMBERSHIP  PINS:  Membership  pins  and  altenaance  stars  John  Hatton.  [BACK  ROWJ:  Rev.  Fred  S.  Flurry,  pastor, 
were  awarded  to  10  members  of  the  Herald  Choir  of  1st  Darryl  Tate.  Laurie  Holloway,  and  Mrs.  Henry  Dautrieve,  Jr., 
Church,  New  Iberia  recently.  Shown  in  the  choir  loft  are:  chairman,  of  Commission  on  Worship.  Jeff  Hatton  also 
[FRONT  ROW,  FROM  LEFT]  Julie  Olson.  Debbie  Heard,  received  the  awards. 

Diana  Graff,  Pauline  Lofton,  Jayne  Wallace.  Sharon  Bernard. 

Need  for  child  abuse  centers  cited 


VIVIAN  WOMEN:  Shown  are  the  charter  members  of  the  United  Methodist 
Women’s  organization  at  First  Church,  Vivian.  FRONT  ROW  [FROM  LEFT:]  Miss 
Helen  Burr,  Mrs.  Hamp  Wilson,  treasurer;  Mrs.  Bunk  Smith,  secretary;  Mrs.  H.  W. 
Garrett,  Sr.,  vice  president;  Mrs.  W.  B.  Parker  III,  president;  Mrs.  R.  E.  Hall, 
circle  leader;  Mrs.  Ted  Walker  and  Mrs.  M.  H.  Kibler.  SECOND  ROW:  Mrs.  L.  L. 
Caudle;  Mrs.  Maurice  Bauer;  Mrs.  Earl  Johnson;  Mrs.  C.  M.  Bertrand;  Mrs.  C.  K. 
Ray  ;  Mrs.  W.  C.  Burr  ;  Mrs.  L.  M.  Coppage;  Mrs.  S.  E.  Presnell;  Mrs.  Red  Githens; 
Miss  Jane  Pardue;  Mrs.  Gladys  Therrell;  Mrs.  Jack  Spears;  Mrs.  Jim  Mathews; 
Mrs.  Royce  Barnett,  and  Mrs.  Joe  Clements. 


Since  the  conversion  of  Methodist 
Home  Hospital  in  New  Orleans  from  a 
home  for  pregnant  young  women  to  a 
home  for  abused  and  neglected  children, 
many  New  Orleans  area  United 
Methodist  Women  have  become  aware  of 
the  problems  and  lack  of  help  for  these 
children  and  their  parents  throughout  the 
state.  Mrs.  Linda  Duerson,  New  Orleans 
District  Mission  Coordinator  for  Social 
Involvement  writes  that  “our  institution 
is  the  only  one  of  its  kind  in  the  state  of 
Louisiana  and  it  is  unable  to  provide  the 
counseling  for  parents  at  this  time,”  even 
though  it  does  take  care  of  the  rest  of  the 
problem. 

In  its  last  regular  session,  the 
Louisiana  State  Legislature  passed 
House  Bill  No.  598,  Act  557  which  says  in 
part. 

•  The  state  department  of  public 
welfare  shall  administer  the  welfare 
activities  of  the  state,  as  follows: 

16)  Establish  child  protection  centers 
wherever  they  are  practical  throughout 
the  state:  provide  the  necessary  staff; 
coordinate  the  funding  of  said  centers 
fym  federal,  state,  parish,  municipal  or 
private  funds  as  they  become  available: 
administer  child  protection  centers  for 
the  care,  treatment,  and  protection  of 
abused  children,  and  establish  rules  and 
regulations  to  further  the  said  protection 
centers.  When  such  centers  are 
established,  they  shall  provide  protection 
and  emergency  care,  investigation, 
treatment  and  rehabilitation  of  children 
and  parents,  education  programs,  record 
keeping,  research,  consultation,  and 
shall  develop  programs  for  volunteer 
participation  and  seek  long-range 
solutions  for  child  abuse.” 

The  intention  of  the  act,  according  to 
Mrs.  Duerson,  was  very  good,  but  NO 
funding  was  provided;  therefore,  no 
centers  have  been  established.  When  a 


group  of  concerned  women  from  Kenner 
(New  Orleans)  learned  this,  they  con¬ 
tacted  Dorothy  Taylor,  Louisiana  State 


National  United  Methodist  Men. 
conference  lay  leaders  meet 


A  national  consultation  involving 
annual  conference  presidents  of  United 
Methodist  Men  and  annual  conference 
lay  leaders  was  held  Mar.  8-10  in  Chicago 
with  102  men  from  49  annual  conferences 
participating. 

Purpose  of  the  dual  meeting  was  to 
explore  ways  in  which  men  can  be  more 
effective  in  their  service  to  the  church  at 
the  local,  district  and  conference  levels. 
A  major  concern  was  how  United 
Methodist  Men  as  organized  groups  can 
be  helpful  in  achieving  that  goal. 

“Men  have  always  been  and  are  now 


vitally  involved  in  the  life  of  the  local 
congregation,”  explained  Dr.  David  Self, 
Associate  General  Secretary  of  the 
Board  of  Discipleship’s  Division  of  Lay 
Life  and  Work.  “However,  the  fact  that 
men  like  to  do  some  things  together 
enables  them  to  bring  an  additional 
contribution  to  the  attainment  of 
congregational  goals." 

Since  denominational  restructuring 
and  the  dropping  of  a  mandatory  con¬ 
ference  board  of  the  Laity,  Dr.  Self  said 
the  role  of  men’s  work  at  the  conference 
level  has  not  been  clearly  defined  or 
understood,  so.  to  take  a  look  at  the  place 
of  UMM  in  the  local  church  and  on  other 
levels,  this  meeting  was  called. 

Three  specific  directions  evolved  from 


the  discussions :  ( 1 )  The  reason  for  being 
an  organized  group  is  to  assist  the  local 
congregation  to  attain  its  goals;  (2)  At 
the  district  and  conference  levels,  UMM 
organizations  should  be  local  church 
represented,  local  church  oriented,  and 
aimed  at  assisting  local  churches;  and 
(3)  On  the  annual  conference  level  the 
UMM  join  with  United  Methodist 
Women,  United  Methodist  Youth  and 
other  lay  persons  in  annual  conference 
organizations  to  form  the  larger  um¬ 
brella  of  laity  concerns  and  activities. 

Tom  Matheny,  Louisiana  conference 
lay  leader,  and  Cecil  Bland,  lay  associate 
director  with  the  Conference  Council  on 
Ministries  attended  the  meeting. 


Regional  mission 
school  in  June 


CONSTITUTION  PREVIEW:  The  proposed  new  Louisiana  constitution  was  the 
subject  of  a  Shreveport  area  workshop  Mar.  20  under  the  sponsorship  of  the 
Shreveport  Metropolitan  Ministry  at  Centenary  College.  Rev.  James  Graham 
director,  led  the  group,  along  with  resource  persons  State  Representative  Alphonse 
Jackson,  Mrs.  Doris  McWilliams,  League  of  Women  Voters,  and  Charles  E.  Roemer 
III,  constitution  convention  delegate. 

The  state  of  Louisiana  has  had  three  constitutions  in  the  past  76  years,  but  citizens 
will  have  the  opportunity  for  the  first  time  since  1879  to  vote  on  a  new  constitution 
Apr.  20  this  year. 

Dr.  Carl  Lueg,  Shreveport  District  superintendent  is  shown  with  the  members  of 
the  panel  after  the  meeting. 


The  West  Gulf  Regional  School  of 
Christian  Mission  has  been  scheduled 
Jun.  10-14  at  Mt.  Sequoyah,  Fayetteville, 
Arkansas,  according  to  Mrs.  Lloyd 
Starkweather  of  Clay  City,  Kansas, 
member  of  the  planning  committee. 

Focus  for  this  year’s  school  will  be  the 
work  of  the  National,  World  and 
Women’s  Divisions  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries.  The  approach  will  deal  with 
members  of  United  Methodist  Women 
and  their  responsibilities  in  church  and 
society. 

Chairperson  for  the  leadership  team  is 
Dr.  Warren  Ebinger  of  Washington,  D.C. 
The  Rev.  Joseph  Washington  of  Nash¬ 
ville,  Tennessee  will  lead  the  study  of 
“Jonah.”  “Our  Faith  in  the  Midst  of 
Pluralism”  will  be  conducted  by  the  Rev. 
Harold  Wright,  Concord,  North  Carolina. 
Mrs.  Carolyn  Wilhelm  will  lead  the  study 
“Education  for  a  Global  Consciousness.” 

Mission  emphasis  persons  are:  Mrs. 


Lowell  Sohl,  Colorado  Springs,  Colo.; 
Mrs.  Harvey  Winn,  Trenton,  New  Jer¬ 
sey  ;  and  Mrs.  Juanita  Wright,  New  York, 
New  York. 

Dean  of  the  regional  school  is  Mrs. 
John  Gard,  Chesterfield,  Missouri, 
Missouri  East  Conference.  Mrs. 
Laurence  Davis,  Fremont,  Nebraska,  is 
assistant  dean  and  represents  the 
planning  committee  with  Mrs.  Jesus 
Flores  of  Dallas,  Texas. 


Lay  Retreat 


The  annual  Ruston-Shreveport  Bi- 
District  Lay  Retreat  will  be  held  Friday, 
Apr.  5,  at  Caney  Lake  Camp  near  Min- 
den.  Rev.  O.  Dean  Martin  of  Miami, 
Florida  will  be  the  principal  speaker, 
following  a  steak  dinner.  David  Stone  of 
Shreveport  will  be  the  song  leader. 
Registration  is  at  4:30  P.M.,  with  the 
dinner  set  for  7:00  P.M. 


MISSION  STUDY:  A  church-wide 
mission  study  ‘‘World  Missions  Today” 
was  held  recently  at  1st  Church,  West 
Monroe,  with  foreign  students  from 
-  Venezuela,  Hong  Kong- and  India  par¬ 
ticipating.  Shown  are  [FROM  LEFT] 
Mrs.  Audrey  Brosset  and  Lillie  Shiu  of 
Hong  Kong;  Rev.  Robert  L.  Peyton, 
pastor  and  Mrs.  Abbie  Leckie,  mission 
study  leader. 

Church  banner 
design  contest 

Dr.  Carl  F.  Lueg,  Shreveport  district 
superintendent  has  announced  that  the 
Shreveport  District  is  offering  a  $25.00 
prize  to  any  member  of  the  United 
Methodist  church  in  Louisiana  who 
submits  the  winning  design  to  be  used  on 
a  large  church  banner  which  best 
symbolizes  our  church. 

This  design  will  be  incorporated  into  a 
large  church  banner  which  will  be 
displayed  in  the  Gold  Dome  at  Centenary 
College  during  the  Fourth  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  session  May  28-31. 

Any  symbol  or  design  may  be  ac¬ 
companied  by  an  appropriate  scripture 
or  statement  relating  to  the  church's 
mission,  or  to  the  purpose  of  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  as  it 
relates  to  the  ordained  ministry  and  lay 
pastorate. 

Three  qualified  persons  will  act  as  a 
judges'  panel. 

All  entries  are  to  be  sent  to  Dr.  Carl  F. 
Lueg,  839  Monrovia  Street,  Shreveport, 
La.  71106. 

Deadline  for  the  entries  to  be  in  Dr. 
Lueg’s  possession  is  Sunday,  May  12, 
1974. 

Perkins  Laity 
Week  May  2-4 

Perkins  School  of  Theology,  SMU, 
Dallas,  continues  to  benefit  by  the  in¬ 
terchange  of  ideas  with  the  131  Lay 
Advisory  Council.  Leo  Baker  of  Dallas, 
coordinator,  recently  announced  plans 
for  a  Laity  Week  at  Perkins  May  2-4. 

The  event  will  be  open  to  all  members 
of  the  laity,  featuring  study  courses, 
lectures-,  worship,  as  well  as  fellowship 
time  with  the  Perkins  faculty  and 
students.  The  extended  weekend  comes 
out  of  a  suggestion  originally  made  by 
Judge  Woodrow  Seals  of  Houston,  Texas, 
who  is  also  a  member  of  the  Council. 

As  plans  now  stand,  each  person  at¬ 
tending  the  weekend  will  be  able  to  take 
one  course,  one  workshop,  and  attend  3 
lectures.  Those  able  to  attend  only  for  a 
shorter  period  will  be  able  to  take  one 
seminar,  one  workshop  and  attend  2 
lectures. 

The  full  registration  fee  for  the  May 
event  will  be  $25.00  per  person  or  $15.00 
for  part  registration,  with  the  Saturday 
luncheon  an  additional  $2.00.  All  in¬ 
terested  lay  persons  are  invited  to  at¬ 
tend.  More  information  will  be  forth¬ 
coming  at  an  early  date. 


Representative  from  Mt.  Zion  church. 
Mrs.  Taylor  arranged  for  a  delegation, 
including  many  representatives  of 
concerned  agencies  and  several  UMW 
members  from  New  Orleans  area 
churches,  to  talk  to  Governor  Edwin 
Edwards  about  the  problem.  Mrs. 
Duerson  reports  that  the  governor  said 
he  would  see  that  funding  was  made 
available  during  the  May  session  of  the 
legislature. 

Mrs.  Duerson  concludes:  “We  feel 
women  throughout  the  state  should  be 
aware  this  is  coming  up  and  urge  your 
senator  and  representative  to  make  this 
program  become  a  reality  to  protect  the 
many  neglected  and  abused  children  in 
our  state:  808  children  from  346  valid 
reported  cases  were  harmed  from  Dec. 
1972-Jul.  1973  according  to  the  Division  of 
Family  Services  of  the  State  govern¬ 
ment.  Our  own  Methodist  Home  Hospital 
has  handled  152  such  children  from  June 
to  December  1973.” 

“An  interesting  closing  footnote:  the 
majority  of  abused  and  neglected 
children  come  from  2-parent  homes, 
more  white- than  black  children  are 
abused,  the  iargesl  percentage  of  these 
children  live  with  their  natural  parents, 
and  females  are  abused  more  often  than 
males.” 


Death 


Miss  Mollye  Stewart 

Miss  Mollye  Stewart,  89,  of  Grant 
Parish,  died  Mar.  4  at  the  home  of  her 
sister  Mrs.  Everette  McKenzie  of 
Pineville.  Services  were  held  in  the 
Pollock  United  Methodist  Church,  Mar. 
6,  under  the  direction  of  the  Revs.  Fred 
A.  Campbell,  Edward  O.  Pickens,  and 
Stone  Caraway.  Burial  was  in  the  Pollock 
cemetery. 

Miss  Stewart  was  a  lifelong  member  of 
'the  Methodist  Church,  joining  the  Pollock 
Methodist  Protestant  church  in  1900.  She 
was  a  graduate  student  at  Meridian 
Woman's  College,  a  student  of  the  con¬ 
servatory  of  music,  and  studied  home 
economics  and  secretarial  work. 

She  took  an  active  part  in  the  state  and 
general  conferences  of  the  Methodist 
Protestant  church.  After  1920,  she  held  a 
number  of  positions  in  her  local  church, 
was  delegate  to  annual  and  general 
conferences.  Woman’s  Home  Missionary 
Conference,  Judicial  Conference,  was 
president  of  the  Woman’s  Home 
Missionary  Conference  1927-33.  Miss 
Stewart  was  an  officer  in  the  Conference 
Board  of  Hospitals  and  Homes,  Golden 
Cross,  and  executive  board  of  the  WSCS 
in  the  Methodist  church.  She  is  listed  in 
the  1952  edition  of  “Who’s  Who”  in 
Methodism. 

She  served  as  a  public  school  teacher 
most  of  her  life,  and  was  a  member  of  the 
P.E.O.  Sisterhood  of  Alexandria,  and  the 
Delta  Kappa  Gamma  Sorority,  as  well  as 
many  other  activities,  both  in  civic  and 
church  life. 

On  the  day  of  her  funeral  the  city  of 
Pollock  lowered  the  flag  to  halfmast  in 
her  honor. 


Stewart 
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Labor,  management  and  our  Social  Principles 


Gift  at  Golgatlia 


By  ANGELA  GALL 
What  shall  I  take  to  the  Cross 
To  show  my  love  for  Christ?  — 

Not  meager  tithes,  I-rooted  prayers. 
Not  the  intentions  idly  put  by, 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


Or  service  grudgingly  sacrificed, 

Not  the  new  home  and  automobile, 

Or  figure  starved  till  stylishly  slim  — 
Only  the  shame  of  an  erring  child 
As  1  view  the  selfless  suffering  of  Him. 


By  SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 
TM/UMR  Editor 

Are  the  United  Methodist  Social  Prin¬ 
ciples  valid?  Are  they  enforceable? 
According  to  reports  from  a  recent 
national  meeting  of  United  Methodist 
Health  and  Welfare  Association  execu¬ 
tives,  many  of  the  participants  believe 
the  answer  to  both  questions  is  “no”  —  at 
least  so  far  as  the  Social  Principles’ 
section  on  collective  bargaining  is  con¬ 
cerned  (see  “Church’s  stand  on  labor 
issue  questioned,”  TM/UMR,  March  29). 

Donald  W.  Cordes,  chief  executive 
officer  at  Iowa  Methodist  Hospital  in  Des 
Moines  was  quoted  as  saying:  “Any 
assumption  that  a  union  will  help 
management  to  achieve  management 
goals  is  just  plain  foolishness.”  Regard¬ 
ing  the  church’s  Social  Principles,  which 
were  adopted  by  the  1972  General  Confer¬ 
ence  in  Atlanta,  Mr.  Cordes  said:  “We 
can  praise  the  idealism  of  the  statement 
for  upholding  the  right  of  collective 
bargaining  but  we  should  deplore  the 
lack  of  realism  the  statement  reflects.” 

Roger  Burgess,  former  chief  executive 
of  United  Methodism’s  national  health 
and  welfare  agency  and  now  editor  of 
“United  Methodists  Today,”  is  quoted  as 
telling  the  group:  “The  Social  Principles 
statement  is  a  moral  guide  to  influence 
all  our  actions,  but  it  is  not  the  law  of  the 
church.  No  agency  can  be  tried  by  the 
Judicial  Council  (the  denomination’s 
‘Supreme  Court’ )  for  violating  the  princi¬ 
ples.” 

Over  the  years,  few  issues  have 
aroused  such  intense  feelings  among  so 
many  people  as  those  which  involve  labor 
unions  and  management.  The  bitter  and 
prolonged  dispute  between  workers  and 
management  at  the  Methodist  Hospital  in 
Pikeville  Ky.,  provides  painful  testi¬ 


mony  to  this  fact,  and  doubtless  causes 
apprehension  on  the  part  of  management 
at  other  United  Methodist  institutions 
(see  summary  story  elsewhere  in  this  is¬ 
sue  regarding  the  Pikeville  situation ) .  No 
administrator  can  be  blamed  for  being 
determined  not  to  see  “Pikeville  repeat¬ 
ed”  at  the  institution  he  serves. 

One-sided  statements  disburbing 

Even  so,  it  is  disturbing  to  note  the  one¬ 
sided  assumptions  and  values  which 
characterize  Mr.  Cordes’  statements  and 
the  relatively  insignificant  place  as¬ 
signed  to  the  Social  Principles  by  Mr. 
Burgess.  We  are  also  disappointed  that 
none  of  the  many  chief  executives  of 
United  Methodist  hospitals  and  homes 
who  were  present  arose  to  defend  the 
Social  Principles  in  general  and  its 
section  on  collective  bargaining  in  parti¬ 
cular. 

We  propose  here  to  suggest  the  inade¬ 
quacies  of  the  specific  positions  taken  by 
Mr.  Cordes  and  Mr.  Burgess,  and  then  to 
offer  what  we  believe  is  a  more  balanced 
interpretation  of  what  the  Social  Princi¬ 
ples  have  to  say  to  United  Methodist 
institutions  (of  which  we  are  one) . 

(1)  Contrary  to  Mr.  Cordes’  implied 
assumption,  unions  do  not  exist  prin¬ 
cipally  to  achieve  management  goals, 
but  to  insure  that  management  does  not 
achieve  its  goals  at  the  expense  of  its 
workers.  It  was  precisely  because  of  a 
long  history  of  unconscionable  treatment 
of  workers  by  management  in  the 
achievement  of  “management  goals” 
which  resulted  in  the  necessity  of  col¬ 
lective  bargaining  on  the  part  of  workers. 
The  fact  that  management  happens  to  be 
related  to  a  church  does  not  automatical¬ 
ly  insure  either  the  purity  of  “manage- 


We  shouldn’t  try  to  limit  the  Spirit 


To  the  Editor: 

Clarence  Shaffer’s  letter  to  the  editor 
in  the  March  15  issue  of  TM/UMR  is 
typical  of  many  who  would  limit  the 
activities  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  Where 
Christian  activities  resulting  in  “souls 
that  have  been  saved”  are  concerned,  he 
seems  to  acknowledge  the  activities  of 
the  Holy  Spirit,  but  with  spiritual  gifts, 
such  as  tongues,  Mr.  Shaffer  suggests 
that  this  is  man’s  attempt  to  manipulate 
the  Holy  Spirit. 

All  Christian  experiences,  including 
that  of  salvation,  are  susceptible  to 
human  perversion;  but  this  in  no  way 
nullifies  or  diminishes  the  authenticity 
and  divinity  of  the  geunine  experience, 
and  is  certainly  not,  as  Shaffer  suggests, 
“unfortunate  and  fraught  with  danger  to 
have  ...  in  print."  To  encourage  and 
seek  to  minister  with  the  entire  spectrum 
of  the  gifts  of  the  Holy  Spirit  is  the 
heritage  of  the  United  Methodist  Church, 
and  for  this  I  can  affirm  that  I  have 
joined  the  right  denomination.  The  Holy 
Spirit  —  the  author  of  divine  tongues  —  is 
never  divisive;  only  people  cause  divi¬ 
sion. 

To  feel  threatened  by  the  gift  of 
another  Christian,  however  small  or 
great,  is  to  lay  the  foundation  of  church 
division.  We  are  to  test  the  spirits,  not 
banish  the  Spirit.  Let  those  who  see 
division  in  the  Holy  Spirit’s  activities 
reappraise  their  relationship  with  God 
and  their  membership  in  our  denomina¬ 
tion. 

Paul  Rains 

Springfield,  Illinois 

1 1  isn't  necessary  for  all 
to  fit  the  same  mold 

To  the  Editor: 

You  get  so  many  critical  letters,  that  I 
want  to  congratulate  you  on  the  paper 
even  as  I  reply  to  one  of  the  letters  that 
appeared  in  this  column  recently.  So  — 
keep  up  the  good  work.  1  read  it,  as 
someone  once  said  —  “from  kiver  to 
kiver.” 

Really,  I  want  to  reply  to  the  letter  in 
this  column  written  by  Clarence  C. 
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Shaffer  of  Marchand,  Pennsylvania  —  in 
the  issue  of  March  15th.  In  it,  Mr.  Shaffer 
castigated  the  paper,  and  Bishop  Cannon, 
and  Oral  Roberts  concerning  the  use  of 
tongues.  The  thing  that  I  want  to  bring 
out  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  use  of 
tongues,  but  with  Mr.  Shaffer’s  closing 
sentence—  “Could  it  be  that  Oral  Roberts 
and  Bishop  Cannon  have  joined  the 
wrong  denomination,  or  have  I?” 

I  find  nothing  in  the  United  Methodist 
“Discipline,"  or  in  the  pronouncements 
of  the  General  Conference,  or  in  the 
rulings  of  the  Council  of  Bishops  —  which 
says  that  in  order  to  fit  into  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  that  everyone  has  to 
fit  into  one  mold.  Does  Mr.  Shaffer  mean 
that  in  order  to  fit  comfortably  into  our 
denomination,  or  any  other  denomina¬ 
tion,  or  into  any  other  organization  — 
that  all  said  members  have  to  believe 
just  exactly  alike,  and  react  alike  to  all 
things? 

I  am  in  a  church  where  one  or  two 
claim  to  be  able  to  speak  in  tongues,  and 
several  abhor  the  idea.  There  are  some 
Marys  and  some  Marthas.  There  are 
some  educated,  and  some  uneducated. 
Some  are  calm  and  collected,  and  some 
are  noisy  and  excited.  Believe  me,  this 
makes  for  a  good  church.  I  hope  that  we 
never  demand  that  all  United  Methodists 
fit  into  one  tightly  prescribed  mold. 

A.  Otis  Beach 

Topeka,  Kansas 

Review  of  ‘ spiritualist ’ 
book  provokes  concern 

To  the  Editor: 

Reading  the  article  “Spiritual  Healing 
Up  Front”  in  the  March  1  issue  one 
cannot  help  but  wonder  why  this  paper 
would  introduce  to  the  church  the  book 
“We  are  all  Healers,”  when  it  promotes 
spiritualist  teachings  and  practices. 

The  reviewer  makes  no  distinction 
between  “spiritual”  and  “spiritualist” 
healing.  To  a  Christian  “Spiritual”  has 
reference  to  God  or  the  Holy  Spirit,  or  to 
man’s  relation  to  God.  “Spiritualist” 
refers  to  one  who  believes  in  communica¬ 
tion  between  the  living  and  the  dead, 
often  involving  a  “medium.”  Spiritual 
healing  would  be  the  work  of  God; 
spiritualist  healing  the  work  of  another 
power.  For  some  Biblical  condemnation 
of  mediums  see  Deut.  18:  10-12,  “There 
shall  not  be  found  among  you  anyone  who 
—  practices  divination,  a  soothsayer,  or 
an  augur,  or  a  sorcerer,  or  a  charmer,  or 
a  medium,  or  a  wizard,  or  a  necroman¬ 
cer,  for  whoever  does  these  things  is  an 
abomination  to  the  Lord.”  Lev.  19:31 
say.s,  “Do  not  turn  to  mediums  or 
wizards;”  20:6  “If  a  person  turns  to 
mediums  and  wizards  —  I  will  set  my 
face  against  that  person." 

There  is  much  spiritual  healing  being 
done  today ;  it  is  the  work  of  God,  and  it  is 
wonderful ;  but  we  should  not  be  deceived 
by  spiritualists  who,  knowingly  or  not, 
are  the  agents  of  the  Great  Imitator.  For 
more  information  on  this  see  “Twentieth 
Century  Prophecy”  by  Bjorstad  (Pyra¬ 
mid)  and  “The  Haunting  of  Bishop  Pike” 
(A  Christian  view  of  the  other  side)  by 
Dr.  Merrill  Unger  (Tyndale).  Good  books 
on  spiritual  healing  are  “Jesus,  the 
Healer"  by  W.  E.  Kenyon,  “God  Can  Do 
It  Again"  by  Kathryn  Kuhlman,  “Eyes  to 
Behold  Him”  by  Mike  Gaydos. 

The  reviewer  of  “We  Are  All  Healers,” 
Rev.  Lawrence  Althouse,  minister  of  a 
United  Methodist  Church,  is  president  of 
Spiritual  Frontiers  Fellowship  which  is 
an  organization  founded  by  Arthur  Ford, 
a  Psychic  Medium,  whom  Bishop  Pike 
sought  to  contact  his  dead  son. 

Is  it  a  sign  of  the  times  when  a  United 
Methodist  minister,  in  a  United  Method¬ 
ist  publication,  gives  a  laudatory  review 
of  a  book  endorsing  spiritualist  prac¬ 
tices? 

Lucy  Adkinson 

Knoxville,  Tennessee 


An  apology  is  in  order 

To  the  Editor: 

As  superintendent  of  the  district  which 
includes  Glide  Memorial  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  I  object  most  vigorously  to 
the  language  used  to  describe  one  of  its 
ministers,  the  Rev.  A.  Cecil  Williams,  in 
your  “Letters”  column  of  March  22.  Not 
even  ignorance  of  the  unique  nature  of 
Glide  Church  and  its  constituency  can 
excuse  such  unchristian  and  racist  slurs. 
I  think  Cecil  deserves  an  apology! 

James  H.  Corson 
San  Francisco,  California 
Those  comments  were 
uninformed  and  unfair 
To  the  Editor: 

Mr.  Joyce  Laumbach’s  statement 
(TM/UMR  March  22)  that  the  Rev,  Cecil 
Williams  “looks  more  like  a  gorilla,”  f(nd 
his  criticism  of  episcopal  leadership  in 
appointing  Mr.  Williams  as  a  pastor  are 
both  decidedly  uninformed  and  unfair.  I 
have  known  Mr.  Williams  since  his  days 
in  Perkins  School  of  Theology.  As  far  as 
looks  are  concerned,  if  it  makes  any 
difference,  he  would  be  considered  hand¬ 
some  in  anybody’s  book. 

I  could  not  use  Mr.  Williams’  manner 
of  dress  or  style  of  hair,  but  I  know  him  to 
be  a  Christian  gentleman  of  the  highest 
order.  He  gives  an  effective  ministry  to  a 
people  whom  most  of  his  friends  and  all 
of  his  critics  could  not  reach  in  a  lifetime. 
I  am  thankful  that  the  United  Methodist 
Church  has  such  a  competent  servant  of 
God.  paui  o.  Cardwell 

Bonham,  Texas 
We  will  honor  Solzhenitsyn 
best  by  reading  his  works 
To  the  Editor: 

In  response  to  your  editorial  on 
Solzhenitsyn  (TM/UMR,  March  8),  you 
may  be  interested  to  know  that  the 
current  study  book  for  United  Methodist 
Women  “The  Healing  Fountain"  con¬ 
tains  several  excerpts  from  his  works. 
One  passage  “We  Will  Never  Die”  is  in 
the  section  of  Life  and  Death.  Another 
“Freedom  to  Breathe”  is  included  in  the 
section  on  Joy,  Freedom,  and  Peace. 

Archbishop  Iakovos  of  the  Greek  Orth¬ 
odox  Church  recently  challenged  the 
comfortable  Orthodox  of  North  America 
to  as  intense  a  belief  in  Orthodox 
Christianity  as  that  of  Solzhenitsyn.  At 
the  Lenten  season  one  is  reminded  of  the 
famous  Lenten  letter  that  Solzhenitsyn 
wrote  two  years  ago. 

Perhaps  churches  and  church  people 
will  honor  Solzhenitsyn  best  by  reading 
his  works  and  understanding  the  mean¬ 
ing  of  freedom  and  oppression  rather 
than  by  merely  issuing  statements  or 
getting  into  disputes  about  who  should 
issue  statements.  I  likes  what  Archbishop 
Iakovos  said  to  the  Orthodox.  It  could 
apply  to  us  all.  “We  in  the  United  States 
from  professional  chairs  and  from  the 
pulpits  declare  the  militant  and  prophetic 
character  of  Orthodoxy.  But  as  a  church 
we  have  failed  and  lamentably  so,  to 
either  prove  it  or  live  it  in  the  fearless 
and  deeply  conscientious  manner  in 
which  Solzhenitsyn  has  witnessed  it. 

Betty  Thompson 
New,  York,  New  York 

Thanks  for  avoiding  politics 

To  the  Editor: 

Thank  you  for  keeping  party  politics 
out  of  our  church  paper  for  the  past 
several  weeks.  y  A  Jones 

Gladewater,  Texas 

C,ould  many  modern-day 
*W  blow's  Mites'  cure  cancer ? 
To  the  Editor: 

Ordinarily  I  do  not  put  much  stock  in 
dreams,  but  recently  I  had  a  dream  that 
was  so  vivid  and  makes  so  much  sense 
that  I  would  like  to  pass  along  the  idea  it 
conveyed. 


We  were  attending  an  open-air  meeting 
of  some  kind  and  a  huge  crowd  was 
present.  A  small,  crippled  lady  was 
asked  to  speak.  She  went  to  the  podium 
and  said  simply,  “We  will  receive  a  raise 
in  our  Social  Security  payments  in  April. 
If  everyone  would  donate  the  amount  of 
that  raise  for  the  first  two  months  to  the 
American  Cancer  Society,  it  would 
provide  enough  money  for  research  to 
conquer  that  horrible  disease.” 

The  lady  sat  down  and  immediately  the 
whole  heavens  began  lighting  up  like  a 
hugh  score  board  with  flashing  lights. 

Could  it  be  that  the  “Widow’s  Mite” 
multiplied  many  times  will  be  the  answer 
to  cruel  cancer? 

Jack  W.  Gallaty 
Yerington,  Nevada 


ment’s  goals”  or  its  means  of  attaining 
them,  i.e.  its  employment  practices. 

(2)  Contrary  to  Mr.  Cordes’  second 
statement,  the  Social  Principles  on  col¬ 
lective  bargaining  are  very  realistic  if 
looked  at  from  a  point  of  view  which  Mr. 
Cordes’  statement  overlooks.  The  Social 
Principles  recognize  that  management  in 
any  large  business  or  institution  tends  to 
be  more  concerned  with  “achieving 
management’s  goals”  —  goals  which  in 
themselves  may  be  noble  —  than  with 
guaranteeing  the  well-being  of  the  work¬ 
ers  it  uses  to  achieve  those  goals.  Often 
this  pattern  develops  because  of  benign 
neglect  rather  than  any  type  of  ill  intent 
on  the  part  of  management.  The  church 
and  its  institutions  have  long  fallen  into 
this  pattern  —  tending  to  expect  more 
work  from  and  give  less  pay  to  non- 
ordained  employes  than  nearly  any  other 
employer.  Some  means  of  insuring  that 
workers  are  treated  fairly  and  equitably 
—  whether  they  are  employed  in  church- 
related  or  secular  professions  —  is 
clearly  needed.  The  organization  of 
workers  into  a  union  is  one  of  several 
means  by  which  this  need  may  be  met  ;  in 
very  large  institutions,  it  may  be  the  only 
feasible  means. 

Social  principles  are  ‘church  law’ 

(3)  Contrary  to  Mr.  Burgess’  belief,  the 
Social  Principles  are  as  much  a  part  of 
the  “law  of  the  church”  as  any  other  item 
included  in  our  “Discipline.”  The  Judi¬ 
cial  Council  itself  is  the  only  body  which 
can  determine  whether  the  Social  Princi¬ 
ples  are  merely  “moral  guides"  or 
whether  they  may  be  enforced.  To  date, 
the  Judicial  Council  has  made  no  ruling 
one  way  or  another  regarding  their 
enforceability.  Considering  their  place¬ 
ment  in  the  “Discipline”  (right  behind 
our  statement  of  doctrinal  standards) 
and  the  high  esteem  the  Judicial  Council 
has  traditionally  placed  on  such  docu¬ 
ments,  we  believe  the  Social  Principles 
are  as  binding  as  any  other  part  of  our 
“church  law.’’ 

For  Christians  to  dwell  primarily  on 
matters  of  law,  however,  would  be  most 
unfortunate.  We  believe  one  clear  intent 
of  the  General  Conference  in  adopting  the 
Social  Principles  was  to  provide  moral 
guidelines  for  the  church’s  agencies  and 
institutions  to  follow.  If  a  hospital  is  to 
maintain  its  reputation  and  accreditation 
as  a  healing  institution,  it  must  continual¬ 
ly  maintain  high  health  standards.  If  a 
hospital  or  any  other  institution  is  related 
to  the  church  and  receives  support  from 
the  church,  then  it  should  follow  the 
church’s  Social  Principles  as  a  minimal 
affirmation  of  that  relationship. 

We  believe  that  instead  of  bad-mouth¬ 
ing  the  Social  Principles  or  making 
comments  which  tend  to  diminish  their 
importance,  our  institutional  leaders 
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Readers  -  Editors  dialogue 

Why  not  change  TM/UMR’s  name 
to  ‘The  Christian  Advocate’? 


In  a  letter  to  the  editor  from  Mr. 
Obregon  of  the  Southern  California-Ari- 
zona  Conference  [TM/UMR],  March  15], 
I  note  that  the  name  of  the  weekly  edition 
there  is  “News  Pulse”  while  the  “Re¬ 
porter”  name  is  used  in  our  conference.  I 
understand  that  some  conferences  are 
still  called  The  Texas  Methodist  and  that 
others  go  by  still  other  names. 

Since  the  traditional  Methodist  publica¬ 
tion  name,  “The  Christian  Advocate,”  is 
no  longer  in  use,  wouldn’t  it  be  worth¬ 
while  to  use  this  name  uniformly  in  all 
conferences  which  subscribe  to  this 
weekly  newspaper?  Irvin  A.  Engle,  Los 
Gatos.  California 

The  question  of  a  possible  name  change 
has  been  raised  several  times  in  recent 
years.  Our  typical  reaction  has  been  one 
of  indifference;  we’re  not  as  concerned 
about  what  we’re  called  as  about  how 
effectively  we  are  able  to  serve  the  needs 
of  the  church  in  the  areas  where  our 
circulation  is  concentrated. 

We  have  experienced  both  advantages 
and  disadvantages  from  being  known  by 
different  names  in  different  conferences. 
The  advantage  of  the  present  mix  is  that 
each  conference  can  establish  its  own 
identity  within  the  limits  of  postal 
regulations.  The  disadvantage  is  in  the 
confusion  generated  by  having  a  long, 
hyphenated  official  name  (The  Texas 
Methodist/United  Methodist  Reporter) 
and  still  other  regional  identities. 

The  number  of  recent  suggestions  for  a 
name  change  prompts  us  at  least  to 
consider  the  possibility.  Any  decision 
regarding  such  a  change  would  be  made 
by  our  board  of  directors  —  which  is 
made  up  of  representatives  from  all  the 
conferences  we  serve  —  at  their  annual 
meeting  this  fall. 

In  the  meantime,  we  would  be  inter¬ 
ested  in  receiving  comments  from  other 
readers  who  have  an  opinion  about  the 
name  or  names  by  which  we  are 
designated.  Address  your  comments  to 


me  at  P.O.  Box  1076,  Dallas,  Texas  75221. 

Of  one  thing  we  are  certain,  no  matter 
what  name  appears  on  page  1  or  on  our 
masthead :  we  will  continue  our  efforts  to 
provide  the  church  with  as  many  and  as 
diverse  services  as  the  newsprint  med¬ 
ium  will  allow  at  a  break-even  cost. 

-SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 


should  be  taking  them  more  seriously 
than  was  evidenced  at  the  recent  meet¬ 
ing,  seeking  to  understand  them  in  a 
more  balanced  perspective,  and  seeing  to 
it  that  all  member  institutions  are 
complying  with  them. 

What  do  the  Social  Principles 
say  about  collective  bargaining? 

Following  is  what  the  Social  Principles 
say  about  collective  bargaining:  “VVe 
support  the  right  of  public  and  private 
I  including  farm,  government,  in¬ 
stitutional,  and  domestic )  employees  and 
employers  to  organize  for  collective 
bargaining.  Further,  we  support  their 
right  to  protection  in  so  doing,  and  their 
responsibility  to  bargain  in  good  faith 
within  the  framework  of  the  public  in¬ 
terest.  In  order  that  the  rights  of  all 
members  of  the  society  may  be  main¬ 
tained  and  promoted,  we  support  in¬ 
novative  bargaining  procedures  that 
include  representatives  of  the  public 
interest  in  negotiation  and  settlement  of 
labor-management  contracts  including 
some  that  may  lead  to  forms  of  judicial 
resolutions  of  issues.”  [1972  Discipline, 
page  91-92]. 

We  believe  that  several  conclusions 
regarding  what  the  Social  Principles 
mean  may  be  drawn: 

Neither  labor  nor  management 
favored 

1.  The  Social  Principles  do  not  favor 
either  labor  or  management,  but  justice 
for  all.  They  recognize  the  rights  of  each 
side  to  bargain  collectively  toward  the 
end  of  achieving  both  “management 
goals”  and  “labor  goals.”  Further,  the 
Social  Principles  insist  that  both  labor 
and  management  look  beyond  self-inter¬ 
est  to  the  public  interest. 

2.  The  Social  Principles  do  not  suggest 
that  workers  in  either  public  or  private 
institutions  should  be  encouraged  to 
organize  and  bargain  collectively.  The 
Social  Principles  do  not  state  that  a  union 
shop  is  inherently  more  or  less  Christian 
than  a  non-union  shop.  It  is  only 
management’s  obligation  to  recognize 
the  right  of  workers  to  organize  and 
bargain  collectively  if  they  wish  to  do  so 
that  is  affirmed. 

Management  preference  to 
avoid  unionization  is  permissible 

3.  An  inherent  preference  on  the  part 
of  management  to  avoid  unionization  of 
workers  is  understandable,  and  not  in 
conflict  with  the  Social  Principles.  The 
mere  fact  that  workers  are  organized 
and  that  they  bargain  collectively  does 
not  insure  justice  for  either  labor  or 
management.  Many  unions  today  are  as 
unconcerned  with  justice  for  all,  and  as 
unreasonable  in  their  demands  as 
management  has  ever  been.  Manage¬ 
ment  in  many  non-unionized  institutions 
—including  many  church-related  hospi¬ 
tals— is  as  sensitive  and  responsive  to 
workers  as  is  the  case  in  many  unionized 
institutions. 

A  union  operation  brings  with  it  an 
inherent  “we”  and  “they”  attitude  be¬ 
tween  workers  and  management,  while 
management  usually  prefers  an  inclu¬ 
sive  “we”  attitude.  If  our  understanding 
of  the  Social  Principles  is  correct, 
management  may  make  whatever  posi¬ 
tive  efforts  it  wishes  to  discourage 
workers  from  desiring  to  organize  and 
bargain  collectively.  If  management,  in 
fact,  provides  good  working  conditions, 
good  wages  and  other  benefits,  and 
allows  its  workers  to  participate  in  the 
making  of  decisions,  there  is  little  reason 
to  believe  that  the  workers  would  need  or 
desire  to  organize. 

4.  Whatever  management’s  prefer¬ 
ence,  if  workers  feel  it  is  in  their  best 
interests  to  organize,  then  management 
is  under  obligation  to  recognize  their 
right  to  do  so  and  to  negotiate  with  the 
union  in  good  faith.  Where  management 
fails  to  recognize  this  right— as  in  the 
Pikeville  situation— it  is  in  clear  violation 
of  the  United  Methodist  Social  Princi¬ 
ples.  Every  effort  should  be  made  to 
persuade  violators  to  comply.  Moral 
suasion  from  such  groups  as  the  Council 
of  Bishops  should  be  used  to  encourage 
compliance.  As  a  last  resort,  instances  of 
flagrant  and  continued  non-compliance 
should  be  taken  to  the  Judicial  Council 
for  consideration  and  decision. 


You  can  support  equal  employment  opportunity  with  your  purchasing 
project  £(fua(ity  (tduyer  i  Cjuide 

Project  Equality,  a  national  interfaith  program  .  .  . 

H  Validates  EEO  and  affirmative  action  programs  of  business  firms  which 
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Making  candy 
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Peanuts  pay  off 

Apportionments  no  longer  a  problem 


By  BILL  BUCHANAN 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

RAYMOND,  Ohio  —  There  is,  as 
they  say,  more  than  one  way  to  skin 
the  proverbial  cat. 

If  you’ve  got  any  doubts  about  the 
theory  holding  water,  just  ask  the 
folks  at  the  United  Methodist  Church 
here  —  they’ve  found  an  answer 
that's  got  them  smiling  all  the  way 
to  the  bank. 

The  "cat”  in  this  case  is  the  an¬ 
nual  apportionment  payments, 
usually  viewed  at  the  local  church 
level  as  an  albatross  around  one’s 
neck,  as  well  as  a  drain  on  the 
pocketbook. 

Not  at  Raymond  United  Methodist 
Church. 

Thanks  to  a  “super’’  recipe  for 
peanut  brittle  turned  up  by  Mrs. 
Abbie  Chapman,  the  pastor’s  wife, 
and  thanks  to  a  candy-hungry 
public,  raking  up  the  money  for 
apportionment  payments  has  taken 
on  a  party  flavor. 

It’s  an  answer  that’s  got  everyone 
satisfied:  the  bills  are  paid,  the 
sweet  tooth  is  satiated  and  there’s 
laughter  in  the  kitchen  where  the 
womenfolk  of  this  small  church  turn 
out  more  than  4,000  pounds  of  peanut 
brittle  per  year. 

This  year  the  annual  candy 
cooking  showed  a  profit  of  more  than 
$3,000,  almost  enough  to  pay  the 
church  apportionment  of  $4,000 
completely. 

Like  all  strokes  of  genius,  the 
candy  campaign  started  as  an  ac¬ 
cident. 

It  was  three  years  ago  in  the 
church’s  women's  Sunday  school 
class.  Concerned  about  the  church’s 
financial  status  one  woman  posed 
the  question:  “How  can  we  raise 
money  so  our  church  can  meet  the 


askings?” 

On  the  spur  of  the  moment  Abbie 
offered:  “I’ve  got  a  recipe  for 
peanut  brittle.  Maybe  we  could 
make  $300  or  $400  by  selling  some.” 

Now  it’s  an  annual  affair  which 
produces  the  church’s  single  largest 
income. 

Candy  making  time  usually  begins 
around  the  first  of  November  “when 
the  weather  gets  cool  enough  for  the 
candy  to  harden  naturally." 

And  it  proceeds  on  through  the 
holiday  season,  with  women  keeping 
the  candy  kettles  boiling,  children 
cracking  and  bagging  it  after  it’s 
cooled  on  marble  slabs  and  men 
delivering  orders  around  the  small 
town. 

Mr.  Chapman  noted  with  some 
pride  that  the  candy  making  en¬ 
terprise  has  a  growing  reputation, 
with  several  known  bags  having 
gone  overseas  to  servicemen  and 
literally  hundreds  of  one-pound 
packages  going  all  over  the  U.S.  as 
gifts. 

But  it’s  not  just  the  financial  angle 
that  has  made  the  program  such  a 
success,  explained  Mr.  Chapman. 

“The  people  really  enjoy  doing  it. 
It’s  a  time  they  can  be  together, 
have  a  good  time  and  know  they’re 
doing  something  really  constructive 
for  the  church,"  he  explained. 

People  always  miss  the  fellowship 
after  candy-making  season  is  over, 
added  the  pastor.  But  they  always 
look  forward  to  it  starting  again. 

So,  if  you’re  ever  in  Raymond 
United  Methodist  Church  some 
Sunday  early  in  November,  don’t  be 
surprised  if  you  hear  someone  sniff 
the  air  and  say:  “My,  my,  it’s 
peanut  brittle  weather  again  " 

But  be  careful,  you  might  be 
whisked  off  to  the  kitchen. 


Another  shortage 

Conimilmcnl  in  sliorl  .supply ,  says  churchman 


WACO,  Texas  (RNS)  —  A  large  part  of 
American  religion  is  languishing  in  an 
“energy  crisis"  that  has  nothing  to  do 
with  oil  or  electricity,  the  Rev.  Dean  M. 
Kelley  said  here. 

"Commitment”  is  the  asset  in  short 
supply,  the  National  Council  of  Churches 
(NCC)  executive  told  an  audience  at 
Baylor  University. 

In  his  book,  "Why  Conservative 
Churches  Are  Growing"  Mr.  Kelley 
maintains  that  ecumenical,  basically 
liberal  denominations  are  declining 
because  of  lenient  views. 

Conservative  Churches  are  growing, 
he  says,  as  a  result  of  “rigorous  demands 
for  commitment  made  on  the  members." 

Mr.  Kelley  outlined  five  steps  in 
moving  toward  genuine  commitment  to 
God.  He  did  not  believe  the  first  three  are 
difficult.  Those  are  “paying  lip  service  to 
one's  beliefs,"  taking  “symbolic  actions" 
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that  satisfy  church  demands  and  “real 
action,"  such  as  involvement  in  church 
programs. 

The  fourth  step,  investment  of  feeling, 
and  the  fifth,  full  investment  of  self,  take 
the  most  energy  and  are  the  most 
meaningful,  he  said. 

A  major  problem  with  mainstream 
Churches,  according  to  Mr.  Kelley,  is 
that  congregations  seldom  move  above 
the  first  or  second  steps. 

“Churches  today  are  unwilling  or 
unable  to  command  a  personal  degree  of 
exertion  that  allows  their  parishioners  to 
be  convincing  and  attract  others  to 
church  and  religion,  Mr.  Kelley  stated. 

But  “it’s  hard  to  prevent  the  decay  of 
pure  religion,"  he  added,  quoting  John 
Wesley,  founder  of  Methodism.  Mr. 
Kelley  said  the  “perils  of  success  and 
respectability  due  to  increased 
denominational  riches"  causes 
denominations  to  decline. 

Firms  yield  to 
church  requests 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  Five  major 
U.S.  corporations  have  agreed  to  disclose 
information  on  the  employment  of 
women  and  racial  minorities  requested 
in  shareholder  actions  initiated  by 
several  church  agencies,  including  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Global 
Ministries. 

Proxy  resolutions  have,  therefore, 
been  withdrawn  against  the  five. 
Challenges  are  outstanding  against  four 
companies,  although  two  of  those  have 
agreed  to  disclose  some  of  the  data 
sought. 

Four  corporations,  General  Motors, 
Kraftco,  Sears  and  Xerox,  have  agreed  to 
provide  to  all  shareholders  information 
on  the  employment  of  women  and 
minorities  outlined  in  a  resolution 
developed  by  the  Church  Project  on 
Equal  Opportunity. 

The  project  is  made  up  of  agencies  of 
six  Protestant  denominations,  the 
National  Council  of  Churches  and  the 
Franciscan  Friars  of  the  Atonement. 

The  fifth  company,  Polaroid,  agreed  to 
make  the  data  available  on  request. 

International  Business  Machines  will 
make  much  of  the  information  available, 
although  the  proxy  challenge  has  not 
been  withdrawn. 

Ford  will  provide  that  data  which  it 
provides  to  the  government. 

In  addition  to  IBM  and  Ford, 
shareholder  challenges  will  be  presented 
at  the  annual  meetings  of  General 
Electric  and  Goodyear  Tire  and  Rubber, 
which  did  not  agree  to  any  disclosure. 


Piker ille  strike  raises  questions 

Social  Principles  put  to  test 


PIKEVILLE,  KY-  —  In  June  of  1972  all 
but  “three  or  four"  of  the  non- 
professional  workers  at  Methodist 
Hospital  here  walked  off  their  jobs  in 
protest  of  the  management’s  refusal  to 
recognize  the  employee’s  right  to  organ¬ 
ize  and  bargain  collectively. 

The  strike  came  less  than  two  months 
after  the  denomination’s  quadrennial 
General  Conference  passed  a  sweeping 
Social  Principles  document  which 
specifically  spelled  out  the  right  of 
workers  to  organize  and  the  moral 
obligation  of  management  to  recognize 
that  right. 

Twenty-two  months  have  passed  since 
the  workers  first  walked  out.  And  despite 
the  church’s  social  principles’  position  on 
collective  bargaining,  the  strike  dt  the 
embattled  hospital  stalls  on  with 
management  taking  a  “no  comment” 
position  and  workers  taking  a  “never  say 
die"  position. 

(The  National  Labor  Relations  Board, 
the  federal  agency  which  normally  ar¬ 
bitrates  such  disputes,  is  prohibited  by 
federal  law  from  intervening  in  the 
personnel  affairs  of  non-profit  in¬ 
stitutions.) 

All  told,  238  workers  (mostly  janitorial 
and  nurses’  aid  staff)  walked  off  their 
jobs,  citing  harrassment,  harsh  and 
unnecessary  supervision,  lack  of 
seniority  rights,  lack  of  job  security  and 
promotion  rights,  low  pay,  discrimina¬ 
tion,  few  holidays,  excessive  work  loads 
and  unjust  discipline  as  specific  reasons 
for  needing  a  union. 

Hospital  administrator  responds 

Responding  to  the  charges,  Hospital 
Administrator  Lee  D.  Keene  said  he  was 
unaware  of  the  labor  unrest  in  the 
hospital  until  the  workers  walked  out,  but 
added  that  he  probably  would  not  have 
seriously  considered  a  union  anyway: 

“My  board  has  said  that  our  purpose  is 
continuity  of  good  patient  care  .  .  and 
nothing  will  be  created  that  will  allow  the 
ultimate  weapon  of  the  union  in  this 
hospital  —  that  weapon  is  the  strike," 
added  Mr.  Keene. 

Louisville  Area  Bishop  Frank  L. 
Robertson,  who  is  also  a  member  of  the 
hospital’s  board,  could  not  be  reached  for 
comment. 

However,  in  a  report  to  the  Council  of 
Bishops  meeting  in  Nashville  last  fall  the 
Kentucky  prelate  pointed  out  that  the 
hospital’s  administration  and  board  do 
not  argue  with  the  principle  of  collective 
bargaining.  Rather,  he  said,  they  argue 
against  a  system  of  unionism  in 
hospitals. 

“They  are  not  anti-union,  but  anti¬ 
strike,"  the  bishop  added. 

According  to  Lonnie  Daniel,  regional 
representative  for  the  Qommunicatioh 
Workers  of  America  (the  union  fhe° 
workers  chose  to  represent  them),  50  of 
the  original  workers  have  gone  back  to 
work  with  185  continuing  to  strike. 

Hospital  officials  hired  new  employees 
to  replace  the  striking  workers.  And 
although  the  hospital  administrator  says 
that  health  care  services  have  been 
restored  to  the  previous  high  level,  that 
contention  is  being  questioned  in  several 
quarters. 

Among  those  raising  questions  are 
members  of  the  United  Methodist 


Appalachian  Development  Committee 
(ADC),  a  denominational  coalition  in  the 
region  which  has  formed  an  ad  hoc  group 
with  the  specific  aim  of  bringing  about  a 
resolution  to  the  Pikeville  stalemate. 

Blessing  in  disguise? 

As  unfortunate  as  the  Pikeville 
situation  may  be,  several  persons  opined, 
it  may  be  a  blessing  in  disguise  in  that  — 
they  hope  —  it  will  force  many  church 
leaders  to  examine  more  closely  the 
double  standard  in  their  moralizing  on 
societal  ills. 

Why,  for  instance,  were  some  church 
agencies  so  ready  to  take  Farah 
Manufacturing  Company  (TM/  UMR, 
March  1,  1974)  to  task  for  unethical 
conduct  in  handling  its  labor- 
management  conflicts,  while  choosing  to 
remain  mum  on  the  subject  of  Methodist 
Hospital? 

How  —  on  one  hand  —  can  the  Council 
of  Bishops  vote  to  recommend  changes  in 
federal  laws  so  as  to  give  the  National 
Labor  Relations  Board  authority  over 
non-profit  institutions  and  —  on  the  other 
hand  —  refrain  from  taking  any  decisive 
steps  to  arbitrate  the  situation  them¬ 
selves? 

The  activities  of  the  Council  of  Bishops 
is  a  particularly  hard  pill  for  Norman 
Klump,  a  staff  member  of  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  and  chairman  of  ADC, 
to  swallow. 

Mr.  Klump  charged  that  the  Council 
has  not  given  the  Social  Principles 
document  a  “forthright  statement  of 
support  .  .  .  they’ve  walked  around  it.” 

The  situation  has  been  further  com¬ 
plicated  by  what  Mr.  Klump  termed  the 
“ineffectiveness"  of  the  three-bishop 
committee  appointed  by  the  Council  to 
deal  with  the  strike.  The  committee  is 
composed  of  Bishop  Don  Holter  of  the 
Nebraska  Area,  Bishop  L.  Scott  Allen  of 
the  Holston  Conference  and  is  chaired  by 
retired  Bishop  Lloyd  C.  Wicke  of  Ft. 
Myers,  Fla. 

Mr.  Klump  continued  that  “the  bishop 
(Frank  L.  Robertson)  of  the  area 
(  Louisville,  Ky.)  could  play  a  decisive 
role,  but  he  has  chosen  not  to." 

The  ADC  chairman  said  that  if  the  up¬ 
coming  Council  of  Bishops  meeting  in 
Los  Angeles  does  not  produce  a  more  af¬ 
firmative  stance  on  the  question  of  the 
validity  of  the  Social  Principles,  “we’re 
going  to  see  if  there’s  any  possibility  of 
the  Judicial  Council  (the  denomination’s 
supreme  court’ )  deciding  whether  or  not 
the  General  Conference  has  been  com¬ 
promised  by  the  Council  of  Bishops.” 
Clear  ruling  needed 

He  said  a  clear  ruling  on  the  legal 
status  of  the  Social  Principles  is  par¬ 
ticularly  crucial  in  view  of  the  position 
espoused  by  a  speaker  at  the 
denomination’s  National  Association  of 
Health  and  Welfare  Ministries.  That 
group  was  told  that  the  Social  Principles 
document  is  not  binding  legally. 
(TM/  UMR,  March  29,  1974) 

Meanwhile,  hospital  administrator 
Keene  continues  to  view  the  22-month 
fracas  as  little  more  than  a  tempest  in  a 
teapot. 

“The  hospital  is  fully  staffed  and  we’re 
providing  patient  care,"  said  Mr.  Keene 
when  asked  to  comment  on  the  situation. 


“My  board  (of  directors)  has  rejected 
any  charges  that  we  are  in  violation  of 
the  Social  Principles  of  the  church." 

When  asked  about  charges  made  by 
Mr.  Klump  the  administrator  said  that 
his  board  had  taken  the  position  of  not 
discussing  the  situation  with  anyone 
outside  the  Kentucky  Conference. 

When  asked  about  the  charges  made  by 
Dr.  Robert  Forrester,  a  Kentucky 


Conference  Minister  who  has  been  highly 
critical  of  the  hospital  management,  Mr. 
Keene  replied  testily  that  “I  don’t  care 
what  Dr.  Forrester  thinks." 

“The  last  words  of  the  Social  Creed,” 
added  Mr.  Keene,  “are  that  bargaining 
agents  are  to  act  ‘in  good  faith  in  the 
framework  of  public  interest.’  Now  whal 
is  in  the  public  interest  more  than  patien 
care?"  —BILL  BUCHANAN 


The  question  box 

The  validity  of  the  United  Methodist  Social  Principles  position  on  collective 
bargaining  was  called  into  question  by  some  participants  at  the  National 
Association  of  Health  and  Welfare  Ministries  recently  (see  TM/UMR,  March  29). 
29). 

Elsewhere  on  this  page  is  an  article  outlining  a  specific  instance  in  which  the 
Social  Principles  allegedly  have  been  violated  by  a  United  Methodist  institution. 

On  page  two  of  this  issue  is  an  interpretive  statement  dealing  with  the  general 
viability  of  the  Social  Principles.  In  that  article,  the  collective  bargaining  portion 
of  the  Social  Principles  is  quoted  in  full. 

You  are  invited  to  share  your  opinions  regarding  the  following  questions.  ( If 
you  object  to  the  wording  of  any  question,  qualify  your  answer  in  the  "comment" 
space.) 

1.  Do  you  believe  the  United  Methodist  Statement  of  Social  Principles:  (circle 
one) 

a.  Should  be  regarded  as  a  set  of  moral  guidelines  which  should  be  considered, 
but  need  not  be  adhered  to  by  all  United  Methodist  institutions. 

b.  Should  be  regarded  as  part  of  the  law  of  the  church  and  adhered  to  as 
nearly  as  possible  by  all  United  Methodist  Institutions. 

c.  Undecided. 

COMMENT : _ _ _ — - 


2.  Do  you  believe  that  appropriate  agencies  of  the  denomination  should  seek  to 
enforce  compliance  with  the  Social  Principles  when  a  church  institution  or 
agency  is  in  apparent  violation  of  them?  (circle  one) 

a.  Yes 

b.  No 

c.  Uncertain 

COMMENT: _  .  _ 


3.  In  a  labor-management  dispute  such  as  the  one  at  Methodist  Hospital  in 
Pikeville,  Ky.,  do  you  believe  the  church  should:  (circle  one) 

a.  Identify  primarily  with  the  interests  of  labor. 

b.  Identify  primarily  with  the  interests  of  management. 

c.  Assume  a  neutral  role  while  insisting  that  both  labor  and  management 
bargain  in  good  faith. 

d.  Uncertain. 

COMMENTS : _ 


4.  Do  you  believe  that  labor-management  disputes  at  church-related  institutions 
should:  (circle  one) 

a.  Be  subject  to  compulsory  arbitration  by  a  neutral  third-party,  supplied  by 
the  government,  as  are  public  health  care  institutions. 

b.  Be  subject  to  compulsory  arbitration  by  a  neutral  third-party  from  within 
the  church,  such  as  the  Council  of  Bishops. 

c.  Not  be  subject  to  compulsory  arbitration. 

d.  Uncertain 

COMMENT _ _ _ 


Are  you  a:  Layman  Laywoman  Minister  (circle  one) 

Age  group:  18  &  under  19-34  35-50  51-64  65  or  over  (circle  one) 

In  order  to  participate  in  the  results  of  this  survey  please  complete  your  an¬ 
swers  and  mail  them  no  later  than  midnight,  Friday,  April  12,  to:  “Question 
Box,"  The  Texas  Methodist/United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.  O.  Box  1076,  Dallas, 
Texas  75221. 


the  church  today 


’Christianity  Today’  raps 
Bible  smuggling  into  USSR 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (RNS)  — 
Christianity  Today,  the  evangelical 
fortnightly  published  here,  has 
denounced  individuals  and  groups  who 
"smuggle’’  Bibles  into  Communist 
countries  for  engaging  in  illegal  prac¬ 
tices  and  for  deceiving  others. 

In  an  editorial  titled  “Smugglers  Are 
Deceivers,"  the  magazine  comments: 
“A  kind  of  hero  image  has  settled  upon 
some  individual  Christians  and 
organizations  for  their  smuggling  ex¬ 
ploits.  These  Christians  hold  themselves 
up  to  public  praise  for  having  cleverly 
outwitted  border  guards  in  order  to  get 
Bibles  and  other  Christian  literature  into 
Communist  lands." 

The  editorial  contends  that  such 
practices  are  based  on  the  premise  that 
the  end  justifies  the  means. 

Christianity  Today  points  out  that 
tourists  are  permitted  to  take  declared 
Bibles  into  the  Soviet  Union,  and  com¬ 
ments,  “If  every  American  tourist  took 
in  just  one,  that  alone  would  mean 
thousands.  There  are,  moreover^  some 
organizations  that  are  getting  substantial 
numbers  of  Bibles  into  Communist 
countries  legally.  It  is  efforts  like  these 
that  should  be  encouraged." 

Minority  ministers  receive 
salary  aid 

EVANSTON,  Ill.  (UMC)  -  Funds 
totaling  $658,854  have  been  distributed  by 
the  United  Methodist  Church’s  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration  here  under 
the  denomination’s  program  to  facilitate 
merger  of  formerly  all-black  and  white 
units,  and  assist  three  conferences 
serving  Hispanics  and  Indians. 

This  March  15  distribution  represents 
funds  received  in  the  last  half  of  1973  into 
the  Temporary  General  Aid  Fund  to 
provide  both  pensions  and  salary 
assistance.  A  total  of  $1,075,422  was 
received  and  distributed  in  1973. 
Harold  Bosley  plans  retirement 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  Dr.  Harold  A. 
Bosley,  one  of  the  most  prominent 
pastors  in  the  United  Methodist  Church, 
will  retire  from  the  pastorate  of  Christ 
Church  here  in  June. 

The  67-year-old  clergyman  succeeded 
Dr.  Rdlph  W.  Sockman  in  the  Christ 
Churth  pulpit  in  1962.  He  had  previously 


Gallaway  successor 
named  by  Discipleship 


been  pastor  of  First  Methodist  Church  in 
Evanston  for  12  years,  and  was  dean  of 
Duke  University’s  Divinity  School  in 
Durham,  N.C.,  from  1947  to  1950. 

In  evaluating  his  ministry  at  Christ 
Church,  Dr.  Bosley  commented,  “The 
deepest  problem  we’ve  faced  in  the  last 
dozen  years  is  a  problem  that  has  in¬ 
tensified  in  the  city,  although  it  exists  to 
some  extent  all  over  —  the  division 
within  the  church  on  the  matter  of  how 
deeply  a  church  should  be  involved  in  the 
great  social,  international,  and  political 
issues  of  our  time." 


NASHVILLE  -  Tidings’  editor  the 
Rev.  Reuben  Job  was  elected  to  head  the 
Division  of  Evangelism,  Worship  and 
Stewardship  of  the  Board  of  Discipleship 
during  the  board’s  semi-annual  meeting 
here  last  week. 

The  former  Evangelical  United 
Brethren  (EUB)  executive  replaces  Dr. 
Ira  Gallaway  who  recently  resigned  as 
associate  general  secretary  of  the 
division  to  accept  the  pastorate  of  the 
First  United  Methodist  Church.  Peoria, 
Ill. 

Mr.  Job’s  nomination  as  the  new 
associate  general  secretary  was 
unanimously  approved  by  the  95-member 


Board  of  Discipleship. 

Prior  to  the  1968  EUB-Methodist 
merger  Mr.  Job  was  assistant  secretary 
of  the  former’s  board  of  evangelism.  In 
late  1967  he  was  assigned  associate  editor 
of  Tidings  for  both  EUB  and  Methodist 
boards  of  evangelism. 

At  the  time  of  last  week’s  election  the 
editor  held  the  title  of  assistant  general 
secretary  of  the  board. 

He  is  graduate  of  Westmar  College, 
LeMars,  Iowa,  and  the  former 
Evangelical  Theological  Seminary, 
Napierville,  Ill.  He  has  served  several 
Dakota  pastorates  as  well  as  putting  in  a 
stint  as  an  Air  Force  chaplain. 


MINNEAPOLIS 
that!  ” 

The  common  vernacular  expression 
has  become  a  literal  and  inspirational 
event  at  Richfield  United  Methodist 
Church  here  where  the  parishioners 
decided  to  design  seasonal  worship  ser¬ 
vices  around  great  works  of  art. 

Just  completed  was  a  weekend-long 
Lenten  celebration  built  around 
Leonardo  da  Vinci’s  famous  "Last 
Supper"  which  depicts  Jesus  and  His 
twelve  disciples  gathered  at  a  banquet 
table  the  Upper  Room. 

The  multi-faceted  worship  production, 
which  included  scripture  readings  and 
choral  presentations  by  the  church’s  75- 
member  choir,  focused  on  an  intricately 
staged  depiction  of  the  famed  painting, 
with  members  of  the  congregation  posing 


'Living  pictures' 

Just  picture  as  Jesus  and  the  12  [above]. 

All  told,  more  than  3,000  hours  went 
into  the  preparation  of  the  production, 
with  more  than  a  few  of  those  hours  being 
given  over  to  exhaustingly  detailed  make 
up  of  the  cast.  At  the  left,  one  member  of 
the  congregation  is  shown  being  made  up 
ior  his  role  as  St.  Peter. 

*‘A  'Living  Picture’  is  a  unique 
production."  explained  one  church 
member.  “It  involves  full-sized  stage 
flats  painted  in  copy  of  the  specific  art 
masterpiece.  The  whole  picture  is 
presented  on  a  specially  constructed 
stage  five  feet  above  the  chancel  floor, 
surrounded  by  a  12  by  18  foot  antiqued 
frame  .  . 

According  to  a  church  spokesperson, 
‘Living  Pictures’  have  become  a  regular 
event  at  the  church  and  are  designed  to 
coincide  with  t!s~  ".urgical  calendar. 
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1974:  year  of  evangelism 

Methodist  ‘ Aflame  for  Christ 9  a  global  effort 


‘74  spring 
conferences 


BY  RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE 
DALLAS  —  The  North  American 
regional  unit  of  Methodism’s  worldwide 
evangelism  program  was  launched  here 
early  this  year  with  considerable  fanfare 
and,  many  feel,  a  more  realistic  attitude 
than  that  exhibited  by  such  mass 
missionary  efforts  as  Key  73. 

Involving  seven  regional  meetings  .  the 
World  Methodist  Convocation  on 
Evangelism  will  climax  in  November 
with  a  global  conflab  in  Jerusalem. 

United  Methodist  Bishop  F.  Gerald 
Ensley  of  Columbus,  Ohio,  who  heads  the 
World  Methodist  Council  on  Evangelism, 
said  the  assembly  will  offer  a  “platform 
for  evangelism  leaders  from  around  the 
world  to  voice  their  message  of  hope  in 
Christ  and  consider  together  a  world 
strategy  for  mission  in  evangelism.” 

Denominational  sponsors  of  the  con¬ 
ference  include  African  Methodist 
Episcopal  (AME),  African  Episcopal 
Zion  (AMEZ),  Christian  Methodist 
Episcopal  (CME),  Free  Methodist, 

NCC  seeks 
grassroots 
comment 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  The  staff  of  a 
National  Council  of  Churches  unit  has 
completed  the  first  of  several  scheduled 
“listening  tours”  to  determine  what 
people  are  thinking  at  the  grassroots. 

Seven  persons  from  the  Division  of 
Church  and  Society  went  by  mini-bus 
across  the  northern  Midwest.  They 
talked  with  a  wide  variety  of  Americans 
in  Ohio,  Indiana.  Illinois  and  Minnesota. 

The  venture  was  a  genuinely  new  one 
for  the  small  social  action  staff,  the 
remnant  of  the  once  large  and  aggressive 
Division  of  Christian  Life  and  Mission. 

The  tours  are  designed,  in  part,  to 
dispel  the  belief,  held  in  some  quarters, 
that  ecumenical  decisions  are  solely 
determined  by  a  nebulous  “they”  in 
offices  at  475  Riverside  Drive,  site  of  the 
Interchurch  Center.  The  building  houses 
the  National  Council  and  many 
denomination  agencies. 

Finding  out  what  grassroots  con¬ 
stituents  of  the  National  Council’s  31 
Protestant  and  Orthodox  Churches  are 
thinking  is  a  chief  priority  of  the  Rev. 
Lucius  Walker,  Jr.,  new  leader  of  the 
recently  restructured  division. 

The  idea,  he  said,  “is  to  go  out  and 
meet  the  people  ...  to  restore  old  ties 
and  make  new  ones.”  Mr.  Walker,  the 
former  executive  director  of  the  Inter¬ 
religious  Foundation  for  Community 
Organization  (IFCO)  is  an  American 
Baptist  clergyman. 

As  civil  rights  energies  waned  in  the 
late  1960s,  the  old  Division  of  Christian 
Life  and  Mission  fell  on  hard  financial 
times.  A  complete  overhaul  was  carried 
out  last  year.  The  staff  was  drastically 
reduced. 

The  division’s  portfolio  involves  a 
great  deal  more  than  civil  rights  and 
social  action. 

To  carry  out  the  several  mandates,  Mr. 
Walker  feels  that  the  division  must  be 
able  to  rely  on  the  personnel  and  finances 
of  denominations  and  regional 
ecumenical  groups. 

With  some  exceptions,  new  staff 
members  are  expected  to  be 
“generalists”  as  well  as  having  special 
areas  of  competence.  Staff  shifts  are 
continuing. 

Mr.  Kelley  said,  “We  hope  that  by 
listening  to  the  concerns  and  expecta¬ 
tions  of  local  leaders,  congregations  and 
community  organizations,  we  can  better 
understand  what  church  people  and 
others  in  the  various  regions  of  the 
country  are  thinking,  feeling  and  doing, 
so  that  we  can  better  serve  them.” 


Wesleyan  and  United  Methodist  chur¬ 
ches. 

Both  the  Jerusalem  gathering,  which  is 
expected  to  attract  some  2,000  persons, 
and  a  smaller  consultation  of  180 
delegates  will  help  inaugurate 
Methodism’s  “Aflame  for  Christ” 
project  during  1975  and  beyond. 

Focusing  on  renewed  social  percept  ion 
and  justice,  Methodist  evangelicals  will 
strive  for  a  common  denominator:  the 
“whole  Gospel”  of  Christ. 

All  over  the  world  —  in  Lausanne, 
London,  Rome,  Seoul,  Sydney  and  a  host 
of  other  places  —  assemblies, 
congresses,  meetings,  synods  and  the 
like  are  being  planned  to  determine  what 
program,  what  approach,  what  method, 
what  means  of  communication  will  best 
foster  the  return  of  “the  lost  sheep  of  the 
world”  to  Christianity. 

Evangelization  is  as  old  as  Christianity 
itself  and  basic  to  the  ministry  of  the 
church,  but  its  methods  have  varied 
extensively,  according  to  the  Corpus 
Dictionary  of  Western  Churches.  Forms 
range  from  person-to-person  witnessing 
to  huge  revival  meetings,  but  throughout 
Christian  history  new  means  of  reaching 
those  outside  or  alienated  from  the 
church  have  always  been  of  primary 
concern. 

More  than  2,700  evangelicals  will 
participate  in  the  10-day  non¬ 
denomination  International  Congress  on 
World  Evangelization  next  July  where  a 
variety  of  strategies  on  evangelization 
will  be  assessed. 

The  congress  will  relate  the 
evangelical  thrust  to  social  ethics. 
Biblical  authority,  the  Church  as  God’s 
agent,  form  and  freedom,  as  well  as  a 
variety  of  political,  social  and  cultural 
patterns  that  are  part  of  the  current 
world  scene. 

One  of  the  leading  congress  par¬ 
ticipants,  Dr.  Peter  Beyerhaus  of  the 
University  of  Tuebingen,  West  Germany, 
listed  several  congress  tasks  as 
priorities.  Among  them  are:  the 
development  of  a  clear-cut  missionary 
direction;  a  “new  awakening  and 
strengthening”  of  Christian  life  in  the 
Holy  Spirit;  a  ten-year  program  of 
Gospel  “outreach,”  a  combining  of 
evangelism  with  social  service;  youth 
work;  religious  education  and  the  “inter¬ 
nationalization”  of  mission  structures, 
especially  in  the  Third  World. 

Near  the  end  of  September,  some  200 
Roman  Catholic  bishops  from  around  the 
world  will  take  part  in  the  1974  Inter¬ 
national  Synod  of  Bishops  in  Rome. 

In  June,  1973,  Pope  Paul  distributed  a 

7/u  not 
junk' 

CINCINNATI  — 

Little  Willie  has 
tugged  at  thou¬ 
sands  of  hearts 
since  a  priest  took 
his  picture  in  rural 
northeast  Missis¬ 
sippi.  Children  es¬ 
pecially  respond  to 
the  poster,  in¬ 
scribed  “God  made 
me .  .  .  God  doesn’t 
make  junk." 

“Some  people  are 
poor  and  some  are 
rich,  some  are 
black,  some  are 
white,  but  no  mat¬ 
ter  if  they  are  rich 
or  poor,  God  loves 
everybody  the 
same,"  wrote  an  1 1- 
y  ear-old  from 
Michigan. 

RELIGIOUS  NEWS 
SERVICE  PHOTO 


Classi 

fied 

Rate:  25c  per  word,  figure  or  Intltial  per  in¬ 
sertion.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on 
contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  in  advance.  Minimum  charge  of  S6.25 
Service  charge  cr  wind  ads  SI  .00  per  Insertion. 

THIRD  CONFERENCE  ON  Mlnlstenal  Ex¬ 
cellency  (Pastoral  Care  In  Its  Larger  Sense). 

July  29-August  2.  1974.  With  Seward  Hlltner. 
Melvin  Wheatley.  Thomas  Shipp.  Lawrence 

Lac  our.  John  Cassem  and  others.  Host 

CHOICE  FOUR  TOURS  from  Dallas.  22  days. 

June  12.  Central.  Southern  Europe;  Sc  and  t- 

vada.  Colorado  Springs.  Co.  80902.  Interfaith. 
National.  (Registration-Meals  —  860). 

Bess  Loudermllk.  3339  Milton.  Dallas.  Texas 

75205.  (214  )  363-2692. 

SPAIN  AND  PORTUGAL  with  experienced 
tour  hosts.  June  14  to  July  5.  Departs  Houston 

DELUXE  ORIENTAL  TOUR:  Rev.  and  Mrs. 

Ed  Laux.  experienced  escorts.  Invite  you  to 

Ri  v.  Frederick  Marsh,  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  1320  Main.  Houston.  Texas  77002. 

Join  them.  3  weeks  In  August  *74.  Brochure 
available.  Write:  Rev.  Ed  Laux.  6247 
Annapolis.  Dallas.  Texas  75214. 

GREECE,  EGYPT.  HOLY  LAND,  ROME 
SWITZERLAND.  AMSTERDAM.  22  days. 

July  '74.  Personally  escorted  tour.  Christian 

LOOKING  FOR  SERMON  AND 

group.  For  brochure,  write:  Rev.  Rex  Sample. 

Box  67.  Simla.  Colo.  80835. 

Today  offers  this  and  more.  A  collection  of  49 
Inspired  full  text  sermons  from  various 
ministers  over  the  United  States  to  help  you  In 
your  sermon  and  devotional  preparation. 
Crossed  Indexed  as  to  subject  and  scripture 

200  HUMOROUS  ILLUSTRATIONS  FOR 
RELIGIOUS  SPEAKERS.  Send  81.00  to: 
Christian  Communications.  P.O.  Box  11025. 
Knoxville.  Tenn.  37919. 

reference.  Filed  In  a  loose  leaf  binder  for  easy 
use.  You  must  be  satisfied  or  your  money  will 
be  refunded.  Send  check  or  money  order  for 
810.00.  plus  81.00  for  mailing  and  handling,  to: 
Sermons  For  Today.  P.  O.  Box  8040.  Waco. 
Texas  76710. 

WORLD  OUTLOOK.  METHODIST  WOMAN. 
Nearly  complete  files  1948  through  1968;  also 
TOGETHER  1959-69,  READERS  DIGEST 
1949-74.  Offered  for  postage.  Mrs.  Donald 
Armstrong.  Cooksvllle,  III.  61730. 

A  UNIQUE  OPPORTUNITY.  A  *uc  <•«*(»» 
retired  salesman  or  minister  to  represent  one 
of  America's  fastest  growing  religious  radio 
programs  In  your  area.  Exceptionally  good 
Income  potential.  If  interested,  write. 
Methodist  Hour.  Box  77,  Orlando,  Florida 

32802 

Cushions  For 
Church  Pews 

COMFORT  AND  BEAUTY 

AT  PRICES  YOU 

CAN  AFFORD 

EUROPE  239  ROUND  TRIP:  2  weeks 
Europe  —  290.  300.  330  —  land  only.  3  weeks 
Europe  —  450.  490.  Private  bath,  fully 
escorted.  90  tours.  Escorted.  Independent  — 
earn  trip.  W.  H.  Sims  Tours.  2320  Chimney 
Rock.  Hpuston.  Texas  77027,  (713  )  782-1601 

Flowers  Cushion 
Service 

Keene,  Texas  76059 

Phone 

(817)  M 15-9203 

23-page  preparatory  document  to 
episcopal  conferences.  It  surveyed  the 
contemporary  world  situation  in  relation 
to  evangelization  and  provided  a  sum¬ 
mary  of  theological  principles  involved 
and  a  "long  list”  of  questions  for  bishops 
to  consider  in  relation  to  their  own  areas. 

Like  other  statements  on  evangel¬ 
ization,  the  Vatican  document  treats 
missionary  activities,  the  relation  of 
evangelization  to  human  development, 
ecumenism,  and  the  use  of  mass  media. 

In  Seoul,  Korea,  next  August,  “Explo 
’74”  —  a  sequel  to  Explo  ’72  —  will  seek  to 
unite  some  300,000  persons  with  the  aim 
of  training  young  people  to  engage  in 
personal  evangelism. 

Sponsored  by  Campus  Crusade  for 
Christ,  it  will  attempt  to  follow  up  the 
momentous  Billy  Graham  crusade  of 
1973  which  attracted  millions  of  Koreans 
and  made  a  worldwide  impact. 

While  several  global  meetings  appear 
to  dominate  the  evangelization  scene, 
smaller  but  also  significant  events, 
trends,  movements  and  developments 
are  making  an  impact. 

The  World  Council  of  Churches’ 
Commission  on  World  Mission  and 
Evangelism  last  February,  in  Basel, 
Switzerland,  outlined  new  programs 
dealing  with  Eastern  Orthodox  witness 
and  education  for  rural  mission,  par¬ 
ticularly  in  the  Third  World. 

In  Los  Angeles  just  this  March,  a  new 
program  unit  on  evangelism  was 
authorized  by  the  governing  board  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches.  Described 
as  a  “working  group”  requested  by  of¬ 
ficials  of  member  denominations  in¬ 
terested  in  evangelism,  the  unit  will 
operate  under  the  NCC’s  Church  and 
Society  division. 

Generally  speaking,  whatever  the 
gains  accomplished  in  recent  years  or 
the  priorities  established  for  the  future, 
church  leaders  across  the  board  agree 
that  meaningful  evangelization 
programs  cannot  simply  adapt  them¬ 
selves  to  the  world  situation. 

They  claim  that  such  programs  must 
seek  a  “deeper  consideration”  of  factors 
involved  —  salvation,  faith,  conversion, 
the  person  of  Christ,  the  church,  and 
perhaps  rethink  the  theology  of 
evangelism  in  light  of  these  terms. 

The  Rev.  Emilio  Castro,  a  Uruguayan 
Methodist  who  heads  the  WCC’s  Com¬ 
mission  on  World  Mission  and 
Evangelism,  perhaps  summed  up  the 
problem  best  when  he  asked:  “How  can 
we  create  in  the  life  of  the  churches  an 
atmosphere  in  which  evangelism  is  a 
normal  and  permanent  dimension?” 


'The  year  of  evangelization' 

In  Matthew's  Gospel,  Christ  instructed  his  disciples  to  spread  his  teachings 
throughout  the  world.  This  year  the  growing  worldwide  “consciousness”  among 
Christians  for  evangelization  —  the  acts  and  methods  related  to  proclaiming  the 
Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  —  is  drawing  churchmen  and  religious  leaders  to  a  crescendo 
of  activity. 

All  over  the  world  —  in  Lausanne,  Rome,  Jerusalem,  London,  Sydney,  Seoul  and  a 
host  of  other  places  —  meetings,  congresses,  assemblies,  synods  and  the  like  are 
being  planned  to  determine  what  program,  what  approach,  what  method,  what 
means  of  communication  will  best  bring  about  the  return  of  “the  lost  sheep  of  the 
world”  to  Christianity. 
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cRight  to  die’  discussed 
at  Methodist  assembly 


U.  M.  publisher : 
net  income  down, 
sales  income  up 


PHILADELPHIA  (UMC)  -  The 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Publication 
learned  here  last  week  that  its  net  in¬ 
come  is  down  despite  rising  sales  in¬ 
come.  The  news  was  greeted  with  an¬ 
nouncement  of  substantial  price  boosts. 

Inflation  took  much  but  not  all  of  the 
blame  for  the  financial  picture  of  the  past 
six  months  described  by  John  E.  Procter, 
president  and  publisher  of  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House. 

He  reported  “we  simply  did  not  en¬ 
vision  such  a  rapid  rise  in  the  cost  of 
paper,  ink  and  other  production 
materials  early  enough  ...  to  pass  the 
increased  costs  to  our  customers.”  Paper 
prices  for  instance,  rose  40  percent. 

While  the  price  increases  to  offset 
rising  costs  have  begun,  he  said,  they 
cannot  be  made  for  such  major  elements 
as  ch’irch  school  materials  until  the  fall 
quarter  when  they  “will  have  to  be 
substantial.” 

Procter  pointed  out  that  the  actual 
costs  of  goods  sold  rose  from  55.05  to  57.94 
percent  of  sales  during  the  six  months 
ending  Jan.  31  —  or  roughly  $500,000  in 
unanticipated  costs.  For  that  half  year 
Publishing  House  net  sales  of  $19,596,339 
were  $1,471,568  higher  than  the  com¬ 
parable  period  a  year  earlier.  Net  in 
come  for  the  same  period,  however,  was 
$342,620  as  against  $612,495  a  year  ago. 
The  publisher  called  the  current  situation 
an  "economic  nightmare.” 


SAN  FRANCISCO,  Cain.  tUMC)  - 
The  right  to  die  on  one’s  own  terms  is 
something  every  individual  should  have, 
a  San  Francisco  physician  told  a  section 
of  the  annual  convention  of  the  United 
Methodist  National  Association  of  Health 
end  Welfare  Ministries  here  March  17-20. 

The  session  was  among  a  variety  of 
issues  in  the  health  and  welfare  field 
considered  by  almost  500  agency  ad¬ 
ministrators,  chaplains,  agency  board 
members  and  denominational  officials. 

“Ambivalence  is  at  the  heart  of  our 
problem,”  said  Dr.  Laurens  White  in  a 
session  devoted  to  “the  right  to  die.”  “We 
can  be  certain  beyond  a  reasonable  doubt 
that  persons  are  going  to  die,  and  yet  we 
have  the  technical  skills  to  keep  them 
alive.” 

“What’s  right  for  me  may  not  be  for 
another,  or  may  not  be  right  for  me 
tomorrow,”  the  doctor  added.  “I  would 
want  my  doctor  to  know  what  I  want  him 
to  do.” 

Another  speaker  on  the  panel,  Cathie 
Lyons,  Board  of  Global  Ministries  staff 
executive,  said  that  “we  are  only 
beginning  to  realize  and  cope  with  the 
needs  of  a  dying  person.  We  need  to 
have  an  understanding  at  our  feeling 

Guidelines:  how 
church  can  aid 
the  retarded 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (RNS)  -  Ten 
ways  in  which  the  nation’s  church 
members  can  help  mentally  retarded 
persons  have  been  suggested  by  a 
member  of  the  President’s  Committee  on 
Mental  Retardation,  a  citizens’  advisory 
group. 

In  addressing  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  Protestant  Health  and  Welfare 
Assembly  in  San  Francisco,  Mrs. 
Marianna  Beach  of  Hays,  Kans.,  offered 
these  suggestions  for  church-going 
people : 

—  “Help  establish  group  homes.”  She 
said  “neighbors’  misconceptions  and 
fears  may  produce  efforts  to  block  their 
occupancy."  Church  people,  she  added, 
have  a  “special  responsibility  to  educate 
their  communities,  so  they  will  not  say  to 
the  retarded,  ‘There  is  no  room  at  the 
inn.’ 

—  “Become  an  advocate  for  a 
retarded  person,  who  acts  both  as  a 
friend  and  a  protector  of  his  rights. 

—  “Provide  transportation  to 
recreation  and  activity  centers, 
especially  for  the  multiply-handicapped. 

—  “Assist  sheltered  workshops  in 
obtaining  contracts  and  selling  their 
products. 

—  “Inform  employers  of  the  abilities 
of  retarded  workers. 

—  “Investigate  the  availability  of 
recreational  opportunities. 

—  “Develop  a  directory  of  services  for 
the  retarded  and  their  families.”  (She 
said  that  an  array  of  community  services 
is  necessary  to  prevent  retarded  people 
from  being  unnecessarily  sent  to  in¬ 
stitutions.) 

—  “Look  into  the  programs  your 
school  system  offers  to  retarded  children 
and  young  adults.”  (Mrs.  Beach 
estimated  that  half  of  all  retarded 
children  have  been  excluded  from  public 
education.) 

—  “Check  on  the  accessibility  of 
genetic  counseling,  family  planning  and 
early  screening  services.” 

—  “Mount  public  information  cam¬ 
paigns  to  help  prevent  mental  retar¬ 
dation  and  promote  community  ac¬ 
ceptance  of  the  retarded."  Estimating 
that  126,000  retarded  children  are  born 
each  year,  she  said  that  “with  good 
prenatal  care  and  nutrition,  genetic 
counseling,  appropriate  vaccinations  and 
other  measures,  the  incidence  of 
retardation  can  be  cut." 


level  of  the  physical  and  emotional  needs 
of  the  dying.” 

In  a  session  devoted  to  the  aging,  Dr. 
Dora  Ames  Lee,  a  Stockton,  Calif., 
physician  and  United  Methodist,  cited  a 
recent  survey  which  found  that  regular 
church  attenders  are  the  most  likely  to 
enjoy  better  than  average  health  among 
persons  more  than  65.  Second  highest 
factor  was  abstinence  from  cigarettes. 

Urging  the  importance  of  supporting 
self-sufficiency  in  aging  persons,  Dr.  Lee 
said  that  it  is  a  mistake  to  ask  oldsters 
simply  to  accept  disability  as  inevitable. 

Dr.  Prescott  W.  Thompson,  San  Jose, 
Calif.,  psychiatrist,  urged  institutional 
personnel  to  respect  personal  tastes  and 
interests  of  residential  patients  in  areas 
in  which  their  freedom  must  not  be 
abridged.  He  said  they  should  not  be 
denied  things  to  which  they  have  been 
accustomed  and  which  is  not  harmful  to 
them  —  including  sex  and  alcohol. 

“This  does  not  mean  I  am  pushing 
alcohol,”  he  added. 

Addressing  a  session  of  the  overall 
Protestant  Health  and  Welfare 
Assembly.  Arthur  S.  Flemming,  U.S. 
Commission  on  Aging  and  a  prominent 
United  Methodist,  staunchly  defended 
the  importance  of  involving  older  per¬ 
sons  in  decision-making. 

Forced  retirement,  he  said,  “is  nothing 
more  than  a  lazy  man’s  way  of  dealing 
with  a  difficult  personnel  situation.” 

Dr.  Flemming  also  appealed  for 
volunteers  to  locate  persons  who  are 
eligible  to  receive  benefits  of  federal 
programs  and  he  said  that  if  we  follow 
the  master’s  admonition  to  visit  the  sick, 
we  will  then  have  to  do  something  about 
the  conditions  we  find. 

A  number  of  convention  participants 
took  part  in  tours  of  agencies  and 
projects  in  the  region. 


scheduled 

INDIANAPOLIS,  Ind.  (UMC)  -  From 
Manchester,  Ky.,  in  early  May  to 
Lebanon,  Tenn.,  in  late  June  —  and  back 
and  forth  across  the  nation  in-between  — 
United  Methodist  laity  and  clergy  will  be 
taking  part  in  sessions  of  what  has  been 
described  as  the  basic  body  of  their 
denomination  —  the  spring  annual 
conference  meeting. 

A  schedule  released  here  by  Bishop 
Ralph  T.  Alton,  secretary  of  the  Council 
of  Bishops,  shows  that  the  73  individual 
meetings  will  begin  with  the  Red  Bird 
Missionary  Conference  May  3-4  and 
conclude  with  the  Tennessee  Conference 
June  19-22.  Most  sessions  will  run  from 
three  to  five  days,  and  some  units  will 
hold  one-day  sessions  either  prior  to  or 
after  the  longer  meeting. 

On  the  agenda  for  most  of  the  delegates 
will  be  action  to  make  the  total  numbers 
of  lay  and  clerical  delegates  equal  in 
keeping  with  1972  General  Conference 
action  and  subsequent  ratification  of  a 
constitutional  amendment. 

Other  business  is  expected  to  include 
consideration  of  resolutions  on  social  and 
economic  issues  of  the  day,  special 
ministries  and  projects  in  the  individual 
conferences,  and  —  in  keeping  with  the 
denomination’s  tradition  —  appointment 
of  pastors  to  their  charges  for  the  ensuing 
year. 

The  complete  schedule,  by  Jurisdiction,  shows: 
NORTH  CENTRAL:  North  Dakota  —  May  31  -  June  4 
at  Fargo;  South  Dakota  —  June  7-11  at  Rapid  City; 
North  Indiana  —  May  23-26  at  West  Lalayette;  South 
Indiana  —  June  4-7  at  Bloomington.  Ind.;  Central 
Illinois  —  June  11-15  at  Bloomington,  Ill.;  Southern 
Illinois  —  June  5-8  at  Lebanon;  Northern  Illinois  — 
June  2-6  at  DeKalb;  Iowa  —  June  14-18  at  Des  Moines; 
Detroit  —  June  5-8  at  Adrian.  Mich.;  West  Michigan  — 
June  12-15  at  Albion;  Minnesota  —  June  10-13  at  St. 
Cloud;  East  Ohio  —  June  17-21  at  Lakeside;  West  Ohio 

—  June  0-14  at  Lakeside;  Wisconsin  —  June  5-9  at 
Green  Lake. 

NORTHEASTERN  JURISDICTION:  Baltimore  — 
May  30- June  1  at  Baltimore  (with  a  one-day  session 
May  18) ;  Peninsula  —  May  21-23  at  Dover.  Del. ;  Maine 

—  June  19-21  at  Watervllle;  New  Hampshire  —  May  16- 
18  at  Methuen.  Mass.;  Southern  New  England  —  June 
6-8  at  So.  Hadley.  Mass.;  Northern  New  Jersey  —  June 

2- 5  at  Madison;  Southern  New  Jersey  —  June  10-13  at 
Ocean  City;  New  York  —  June  10-13  at  Bridgeport. 
Conn.;  Troy  —  May  30-June  2  at  Poultney,  Vt.;  Nor¬ 
thern  New  York  —  May  29-June  1  at  Fulton;  Western 
New  York  —  June  6-8  at  Houghton;  Central  Ntew  York 

—  June  13-15  at  Ithaca;  Central  Pennsylvania  —  June 

13- 15  at  Sellnsgrove;  Western  Pennsylvania  —  June  12- 
14  at  Grove  City;  Puerto  Rico  —  May  22-25  at  Arecibo; 
Wyoming  —  June  4-7  at  Scranton.  Pa.;  Eastern  Penn¬ 
sylvania  —  June  11-14  at  Reading;  West  Virginia  — 
June  12-16  at  Buckhannon. 

SOUTH  CENTRAL  JURISDICTION:  North 
Arkansas  —  June  4-7  at  Conway ;  Little  Rock  —  May  28- 
31  at  Hot  Springs,  Ark.;  Kansas  East  —  June  7-9  at 
Baldwin  City;  Kansas  West  —  May  29-31  at  Sallna; 
Louisiana  —  May  28-31  at  Shreveport  (one-day  called 
session  March  2  In  Baton  Rouge);  Missouri  East  — 
May  30-June  2  at  Fayette;  Missouri  West  —  May  23-28 
at  Fayette;  Nebraska  —  June  6-9  at  Chadron; 
Oklahoma  —  May  29-31  at  Oklahoma  City;  Indian 
Missionary  —  June  7-9  at  Preston  Center.  Okla.;  Texas 

—  May  27-30  at  Galveston;  Central  Texas  —  June  2-5  at 
Waco;  North  Texas  —  May  26-29  at  Dallas;  Northwest 
Texas  —  June  4-6  at  Amarillo;  New  Mexico  —  May  28- 
30  at  Glorieta;  Southwest  Texas  —  June  10-13  at  San 
Antonio;  Rio  Grande  —  June  4-7  at  Georgetown.  Texas. 

SOUTHEASTERN  JURISDICTION:  Alabama-West 
Florida  —  May  28-30  at  Montgomery.  Ala.;  North 
Alabama  —  June  3-5  at  Birmingham ;  Florida  —  May 
28-31  at  Lakeland;  North  Georgia  —  June  11-14  at 
Atlanta;  South  Georgia  —  June  4-7  at  Valdosta; 
Holston  —  June  12-16  at  Knoxville.  Tenn.;  Red  Bird 
Missionary  —  May  3-4  at  Manchester.  Ky.;  Kentucky 

—  June  4-7  at  Richmond;  Louisville  —  May  20-24  at 
Hopkinsville.  Ky. ;  Mississippi  —  May  28-31  at 
Jackson;  North  Mississippi  —  June  5-8  at  Greenville; 
North  Carolina  —  June  3-6  at  Fayetteville;  Western 
North  Carolina  —  June  5-9  at  Lake  Junaluska;  South 
Carolina  —  June  3-7  at  Spartanburg;  Memphis  —  June 

3- 5  at  Jackson.  Tenn.;  Tennessee  —  June  19-22  at 
Lebanon;  Virginia  —  June  10-13  at  Hampton. 

WESTERN  JURISDICTION:  Alaska  Missionary  — 
May  30-June  2  at  Anchorage;  Oregon-Idaho  —  June 5-9 
at  Boise.  Idaho;  Callfomla-Nevada  —  June  6-9  at 
Stockton.  Calif,  (with  additional  one  day  session 
October  26  at  Richmond.  Calif.);  Rocky  Mountain  — 
June  5-8  at  Golden.  Colo.;  Yellowstone  —  June  13-17  at 
Havre.  Mont.;  Pacific  Northwest  —  June  12-16  at 
Tacoma.  Wash.;  Southern  Callfornla-Arizona  —  June 

14- 18  at  Redlands.  Calif. 


Summer 
at  Southwestern 
is  Great ! 


Looking  for  a  really  great  place  for  a  weekend  retreat,  a  camp  or  a 
conference  ...  or  just  as  a  stop  on  your  Tour  Camp? 

How  about  Southwestern  University,  conveniently  located  in  Central 
Texas,  just  28  miles  north  of  Austin  on  IH-35.  We  can  take  care  of  all 
size  groups — from  10  to  500. 

And  we  have  comfortable,  air  conditioned  buildings,  good  food,  tennis 
courts,  golf  course,  and  outdoor  swimming  pool  as  well  as  indoor 
recreational  facilities.  Our  rates  are  reasonable. 

Before  you  complete  your  plans  for  summer  conferences,  weekend 
retreats,  stops  on  your  Tour  Camp,  or  any  other  away-from-home 
meeting,  write  to  Dr.  Jerald  Walker,  Southwestern  University, 
Georgetown,  Texas  78626.  Chances  are  we'll  surprise  you  with  what 
we  have  to  offer! 
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1  club 
s1  ‘‘calls' 


The  1000  Club,  a  layman’s  organization 
within  the  Louisiana  Conference, 
selected  churches  in  the  Natchitoches, 
Baton  Rouge  and  Ruston  Districts  to  be 
the  recipients  of  funds  collected  from 
three  “Calls”  during  the  1974-1975 
Conference  year.  These  calls  will  each  be 
for  $20,000,  double  the  previous  totals,  if 
plans  go  through  as  outlined  by  the  Club. 

Herbert  C.  Moffett  of  West  Monroe, 
chairman  of  the  Appropriations  Com¬ 
mittee  of  the  1000  Club,  led  the  meeting  at 
Horseshoe  Drive  church  in  Alexandria 
Mar.  30.  Four  districts  submitted  ap¬ 
plications  for  churches  in  their  areas: 
Natchitoches,  Ruston,  Baton  Rouge  and 
Lake  Charles. 

Chosen  to  receive  funds  from  the  first 
Call  starting  in  September,  1974,  was  the 
Natchitoches  application  which  included 
three  churches,  Shady  Grove,  Bethel  and 
Wesley,  two  of  which  are  black  and  one 
white.  The  money,  $20,000  would  be 
divided  equally  among  the  three.  The 
second  Call  went  to  churches  in  the  Baton 
Rouge  district,  Moses  Chapel  and  Scott 
Chapel,  both  black,  with  the  money 
divided  between  them. 

The  Third  Call,  scheduled  for  the 
spring  of  1975  will  go  to  the  Quitman 
church,  a  white  church,  in  the  Ruston 
District. 

The  fourth  application,  from  the  Lake 
Charles  district  is  scheduled  to  be  the 
first  Call  for  the  1975-1976  conference 
year,  starting  in  September  1975.  This 
will  be  the  Roanoke  church  in  Roanoke,  a 


Race 9  evangelism ,  UMM, 9 
concerns  for  laity 


Mrs.  Inez  Chrisentery,  chairman  of  the 
Conference  Commission  on  Religion  and 
Race,  and  Reverend  Carey  A.  Martin, 
Conference  Secretary  of  Evangelism,  led 
off  the  annual  spring  meeting  of  the 
Conference  Board  of  Laity  at  the  Horse¬ 
shoe  Drive  church  in  Alexandria  Mar.  30. 

“The  saying  is  going  around,”  said 
Mrs.  Chrisentery,  “that  we  have  ac¬ 
complished  merger,  and  now  we  can  go 
^jhi  wfrhfciiGiness  as  usual.  But  if  we  want 
to  keep  the.  blacks  in  our  church,  much 
more  remains  to  be  done.” 

She  went  on  to  say  that  this  is  a 
national  concern,  not  just  in  Louisiana. 

She  expressed  concern  over  the 
changing  of  10  districts  to  9,  since  she 
said  some  little  churches  will  receive 
even  less  attention  than  before,  due  to 
district  administration  having  to  deal 
with  more  churches  than  before.  It  also 
means  fewer  offices  for  blacks  and 
whites  to  hold  in  the  church  structure. 

Mrs.  Chrisentery  pleaded  for  more 
involvement,  more  meetings  where  the 
small  black  churches  may  more  truly 
become  part  of  our  church  in  Louisiana. 

Rev.  Martin  spoke  on  the  importance 
of  an  organized  evangelistic  movement 
in  Louisiana.  Although  the  local  churches 
may  plan  and  conduct  their  own 
evangelism  programs,  there  is  an  overall 
need  for  inspiration  and  promotion  of 
special  events  to  meld  the  conference 
together  as  an  evangelistic  force. 

He  outlined  a  special  program  set  for 
early  October  in  Pineville  with  two 
outstanding  evangelistic  speakers,  Dr. 
Robert  Tuttle  and  Rev.  David  Seamand. 
Oral  Roberts  will  be  the  evangelistic 
speaker  for  this  year’s  Annual  Con¬ 


ference  session  in  May. 

Mr.  Martin  presented  a  resolution  to  be 
presented  to  the  Conference  asking  that  a 
Committee  on  Evangelism  be  authorized 
under  the  new  structure  of  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference. 

Cecil  Bland  presented  a  proposal  for  an 
active,  conference  wide  United 
Methodist  Men’s  organization  within  the 
state  which  would  include  the  election  of 
a  conference  president  of  UMM,  active 
district  directors  of  UMM  in  every 
district;  an  annual  fellowship  and 
spiritual  meeting  (the  Annual  Lay 
Retreat)  to  be  sponsored  by  UMM; 
district  UMM  lay  retreats;  a  conference 
charter  system  for  local  UMM  groups  in 
Louisiana,  and  suggested  programs  such 
as  penal  reform,  scholarships  for 
seminary  students,  agricultural 
programs  and  halfway  houses  for 
alcoholics  and  drug  addicts.  Plans  were 
set  in  motion  for  a  committee  to  study 
this,  including  selection  of  nominees  for 
conference  president  of  UMM. 

New  by-laws  for  the  conference  Board 
of  Laity  were  presented.  These  are 
required  under  the  new  structure.  Copies 
of  the  new  by-laws  are  to  be  circulated  to 
all  board  members  for  study  and  return, 
to  be  voted  on  at  the  next  regular  meeting 
of  the  board,  set  for  May  29,  at  6:45  a.m. 
at  Centenary  College  during  Annual 
Conference. 

Reports  on  the  Annual  Lay  Retreat 
Program,  the  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 
circulation  (which  is  approaching  14,000, 
highest  in  history),  the  Lafayette  District 
“Super  Sunday”,  a  combined  district 
meeting,  and  the  first  Baton  Rouge 
District  lay  banquet. 


An  open  letter  of  thanks 


AN  OPEN  LETTER  TO  THE 
LOUISIANA  ANNUAL  CONFERENCE 

I  have  always  known  that  the  ministers 
and  their  wives,  laymen  and  laywomen 
of  the  Louisiana  Conference  were  the 
most  concerned,  loving  and  kind  of  any 
people  in  the  world.  If  I  ever  had  any 
doubts,  they  have  been  expelled  since  my 
accident  and  Bill(Irving)’s  death. 

My  family  and  I  have  had  an  out¬ 
pouring  of  concern  with  the  prayers, 
cards,  letters,  flowers,  phone  calls  and 
visits  from  so  many  of  you  coming  long 
distances  to  show  your  love  at  this  time  of 
tragedy  for  us. 

To  “our  people”  at  ESM  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Bogalusa  who  were 

‘The  minister 
and  health  care’ 

John  H.  Dilling¬ 
ham,  director  of 
Chaplain  Services, 

Department  of  Re¬ 
ligion  and  Psychia¬ 
try,  The  Menninger 
Foundation,  will  be 
featured  in  a  one 
day  seminar  on 
“The  Minister  and 
Health  Care”  at  the  Dillingham 
Veterans  Administration  Hospital  in 
Shreveport,  8:30  a.m.  to  3:00  p.m., 
Thursday,  Apr.  18. 

Ministers  of  all  faiths  in  the  surround¬ 
ing  area  are  most  cordially  invited. 
There  is  no  fee  and  special  parking 
arrangements  will  be  provided.  This 
program  is  sponsored  by  the  Chaplain 
Service  of  the  Hospital. 


so  generous  in  showing  this  love  and 
helping  me  in  so  many  ways  when  I  could 
not  help  myself,  I  shall  always  be 
grateful  that  Bill  and  I  had  the  pleasure 
of  serving  this  church  as  our  last  ap¬ 
pointment. 

To  Bishop  Crutchfield  and  his  wife  ;  our 
district  superintendent,  Bob  Frazier  and 
his  wife;  my  new  district  superintendent, 
Bob  Critchlow  and  his  wife;  Rev. 
Wallace  and  his  wife  and  the  ministers 
and  wives  of  the  Baton  Rouge  District, 
who  continue  to  show  their  Christian 
love,  I  would  like  to  say  that  I  could  not 
have  made  it  without  the  help  and  sup¬ 
port  of  each  of  you. 

I  wish  to  express  a  “special  thanks”  for 
the  many  memorials  that  have  been 
given  in  Bill’s  name,  from  the  churches 
that  we  have  served  in  the  past :  Rodessa, 
Jackson,  Mansfield,  Ingleside,  Covington 
and  ESM.  I  also  express  my  special 
thanks  for  the  many  individual 
memorials  given  to  the  Children’s  Home 
in  Ruston,  scholarships  to  Southern 
Methodist  University  in  Dallas  and 
others  too  numerous  to  mention  here  but 
are  appreciated  nevertheless. 

Deanie  and  I  are  now  living  in  Baton 
Rouge  at  1455  Marcia  Drive  where  I  am 
trying  and  will  make  a  home  for  us. 

If  you  are  ever  in  Baton  Rouge,  my 
home  is  open  to  you  and  the  coffee  pot  is 
always  on. 

Thank  you  again  for  being  the  won¬ 
derful  people  that  you  are  and  you  will 
always  be  in  our  prayers.  Please  con¬ 
tinue  to  pray  for  us. 

Lovingly, 

Mrs.  Virginia  Irving 

(Mrs.  Bill  Irving) 


Methodist  Childrens  Home: 
“Give  an  Easter  gift  in  love 
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CHILDREN’S  HOME:  Superintendent  of 
the  Methodist  Children’s  Home  in  Ruston 
is  Mr.  Terrel  J.  DeVille,  shown  above 
with  his  wife;  Carol  and  children, 
Evalise  and  Auston.  The  Home  is  totally 
supported  by  the  church;  a  special  of¬ 
fering  Easter  Sunday  is  one  of  the  major 
sources  of  income  for  this  important 
Louisiana  Conference  institution. 

former  Evangelical  United  Brethren 
church,  one  of  two  in  the  state. 

All  of  these  churches  were  classified  as 
being  in  a  transitional  situation,  to 
qualify  for  the  funds.  The  term  means 
that  a  church  qualifies  if  it  is  in  a  com¬ 
munity  which  is  dying  economically,  and 
the  church  must  relocate  ;  or  two  or  three 
small  churches  in  trouble  desire  to 
merge  to  form  a  single  church;  or  the 
community  in  which  the  church  is 
located  suddenly  experiences  a  new 
influx  of  industry  and  people,  and  the 
church  must  grow  to  be  of  service. 

The  decision  to  double  the  amount  of 
money  each  church  will  receive  from  a 
Call  from  $10,000  to  $20,000  was  made  last 
year  by  the  1000  Club,  in  view  of  in¬ 
creased  building  costs. 


Every  Easter,  the  Methodist 
Children’s  Home  is  lifted  up  as  the 
recipient  of  a  special  offering.  Money 
received  from  Louisiana  churches  goes  a 
long  way  to  provide  needed  care  and  love 
for  hundreds  of  children  served  annually 
by  this  institution  dating  from  the  first 
years  of  this  century. 

Terrel  J.  DeVille,  superintendent  of  the 
Home  in  Ruston,  told  about  the  work  of 
the  institution  recently  in  a  visit  to 
Shreveport.  Although  the  name  is  still 
“Methodist  Children’s  Home,”  as  it  has 
been  through  the  years,  changing  con¬ 
ditions  in  our  society  have  prompted  it  to 
change  its  function. 

“We  have  moved  from  being  an  or¬ 
phanage,  that  is,  custodial  care,  which 
involves  dormitories  for  the  children, 

Easter 
services 

The  Greater  New  Orleans  Federation 
of  Churches  will  sponsor  3  Easter  Sunrise 
Services  Apr.  14,  with  all  services 
starting  at  7:30  a.m.  One  will  be  at 
Audubon  Park  amphitheater  (Isodore 
Newman  Bandstand)  with  Rev.  Samuel 
W.  Walker,  pastor  of  Mt.  Zion  church, 
with  special  music  by  “The  New  Day.” 

Another  service  will  be  held  at  Jackson 
Square  with  Dr.  Walter  Shepard,  New 
Orleans  architect,  author  and  former 
missionary.  Mardi  Gras  fountain  on  the 
lakefront  will  be  the  scene  of  the  3rd 
service,  featuring  Rev.  George  W.  Ross, 
pastor.  First  church  with  special  music 
by  the  concert  choir  of  John  F.  Kennedy 
High  School  and  Mrs.  Susan  Tucker, 
soloist. 

In  case  of  bad  weather,  the  Lakefront 
service  will  be  moved  to  the  Lake  Vista 
UMC,  6645  Spanish  Fort  Boulevard.  The 
public  is  cordially  invited  to  attend  any  of 
these  services. 

The  Lakeview  church,  Shreveport  will 
hold  a  Sunrise  Service  at  6:40  a.m.  at  the 
church,  5550  South  Lakeshore  drive.  The 
pastor  is  Rev.  William  E.  Nolan. 

The  Rev.  John  Bayliss,  pastor,  Rayne 
church,  New  Orleans,  was  the  guest 
minister  for  “Four  Nights  of  God”  at 
Horseshoe  Drive  church,  Alexandria. 

Mr.  Bayliss  preched  at  evening  services 
Apr.  7,  8,  9,  and  10,  and  taught  a  Bible 
study  on  the  book  of  Colossians  the 
mornings  of  Apr.  8,  9,  and  10.  Thursday 
and  Friday  evenings,  traditional  services 
for  Maundy  Thursday  and  Good  Friday 
will  be  held  and  led  by  Rev.  Jack 
Winegeart,  pastor. 

Dillard  names  president 


Dr.  Samuel  DuBois  Cook,  professor  of 
political  science  at  Duke  University,  has 
been  named  president  of  Dillard 
University  in  New  Orleans.  He  will 
assume  the  presidency  in  January,  1975. 

A  former  social  science  specialist  in 
the  U.  S.  Army,  Dr.  Cook  has  been  a 
visiting  professor  at  the  University  of 


NEW  MINISTERS:  Mrs.  Paul  Wesley 
joins  her  husband  in  the  ministry,  being 
recommended  for  license  to  preach  by 
First  church,  Denham  Springs,  Mar.  3. 


California  and  the  University  of  Illinois. 
He  also  taught  political  science  at 
Atlanta  and  Southern  Universities. 

A  Phi  Beta  Kappa,  he  is  also  a  John 
Hay  Whitney  fellow,  a  Rockefeller 
Foundation  fellow,  a  Southern  Education 
Foundation  fellow  and  a  Social  Science 
Research  Council  fellow.  Dr.  Cook  has 
received  the  Outstanding  Professor 
Award  from  Duke  University  and  the 
Citation  of  Achievement  Award  from 
Ohio  State. 

A  native  of  Griffin,  Ga.,  Dr.  Cook 
received  an  A.B.  from  Morehouse 
College  and  an  M.A.  and  Ph.D.  from  Ohio 
State  University.  He  has  done  post¬ 
doctorate  work. 

He  is  married  and  has  two  children. 

Dr.  Myron  C.  Wicke,  who  resigned  as 
president  of  the  Dillard  University  Board 
of  Trustees,  will  serve  as  acting 
president  until  Dr.  Cook  takes  office. 

Dr.  Wicke  has  been  serving  as 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Administration  that  has  been  carrying  on 
the  affairs  of  the  university  since  the 
November  resignation  of  Dr.  Broadus  N. 
Butler. 


‘Constitution  to  aid  church  schools’ 


“The  proposed  constitution  for 
Louisiana  has  eliminated  all  the  strong 
prohibitions  against  using  public  funds 
for  church  schools.  Therefore,  to 
preserve  religious  freedom  in  Louisiana, 
the  proposed  constitution  must  be  voted 
down.” 

So  said  the  Rev.  Virgil  A.  Kraft,  United 
Methodist  clergyman  and  Director  of 
Field  Services  for  the  national 
organization  of  Americans  United  for 
Separation  of  Church  and  State.  Mr. 
Kraft  has  been  speaking  at  public 
meetings  throughout  the  state,  sponsored 
by  the  state  organization  of  Americans 
United.  “If  the  proposed  constitution  is 
not  defeated,  I  feel  that  a  strong  anti¬ 
religion  (or  anti-Catholic)  movement  will 
develop  as  parochial  leaders,  more 
confident  of  success  under  the  new 
constitution,  begin  a  never-ending  series 
of  campaigns  for  public  funds,”  he  said. 

Mr.  Kraft  went  on  to  say,  “The 
American  ideal  must  not  be  trampled.  No 
citizen  should  be  forced  to  support  any 
religion.  This  is  the  central  issue. 
Parochial  school  leaders  who  talk  about 
“parent’s  rights”  or  “healthy  com¬ 
petition”  or  “tax  bargains”  are  using 
meaningless  phrases  to  justify  their 
attempt  to  secure  tax  funds  which  would 
destroy  our  basic  freedom.  Pious  parents 
have  no  right  to  violate  the  religious 


freedom  of  their  neighbors.  Competition 
in  education  is  not  the  purpose  of 
religious  schools,  and  in  no  way  do  they 
provide  educational  competition. 
Children  usually  go  to  religious  schools, 
not  because  they  are  superior  schools, 
but  because  they  teach  their  particular 
doctrines,  and  help  to  strengthen  loyalty 
to  their  church.” 

“And  there  is  no  tax  bargain  either  in 
diverting  funds  from  our  needy  public 
schools  or  in  forcing  taxpayers  to  raise 
money  to  support  parochial  schools.  The 
general  birth  rate  and  school  enrollment 
decline  means  that  public  schools  could 
handle  all  parochial  school  transfers  with 
little  extra  cost,”  he  said. 

“Some  religious  leaders  use  very 
strange  arguments  in  their  efforts  to 
alter  our  basic  freedom,”  Mr.  Kraft 
continued.  “They  say,  for  example,  that 
a  child  is  not  really  free  if  he  cannot 
afford  an  alternative  to  the  public  school. 
This  is  a  strange  interpretation  of 
freedom.  Freedom  does  not  carry  with  it 
a  guarantee  that  an  expensive 
preference  will  be  subsidized.” 

Mr.  Kraft  concluded,  “It  is  sad  to  see 
respect  for  freedom  being  undermined 
by  pious  rationalizations.  Freedom 
requires  a  price,  the  price  of  hard  per¬ 
sonal  responsibilities,  which  dedicated 
religious  people  always  have  been  willing 
to  pay.” 


matrons  and  a  central  dining  hall, 
through  residential  care,  with  cottages 
and  house  parents,  toward  being  a 
“treatment  center”,  helping  to  heal 
disturbances  in  children,”  Mr.  DeVille 
explained. 

“Last  year,  we  had  181  contacts,  and 
we  could  take  only  21.  We  operated  at 
capacity  all  year.  We  tend  to  accept  more 
emotionally  disturbed  children  than 
other  institutions.” 

Mr.  DeVille  went  on  to  say  that  there 
are  fewer  young  children  in  the  home. 
The  reasons  are  broader  state  programs  : 
“15  or  20  years  ago  people  would  go  to  a 
minister  with  family  problems;  today 
they  frequently  go  to  a  state  agency;” 
and  foster  homes  work  well  with  younger 
children,  but  not  so  well  with 
adolescents.”  So,  the  school  gets  more 
adolescents. 

“We  can  cope  with  the  more 
emotionally  disturbed  child  because  of 
services  we  provide:  psychiatrists,  a 
psychologist  and  a  social  service  staff 
trained  to  deal  with  emotionally 
disturbed  children,”  Mr.  DeVille  con¬ 
tinued.  “And  the  child  care  worker, 
formerly  called  house  parent,  is  the  key 
'  to  the  team.” 

“Child  care  counselors  have  been  hired 
.  on  the  staff,  who  are  college  students  at 
.  Louisiana  Tech,  and  we  have  one  per 
house,  of  which  there  are  7." 

Mr.  DeVille  went  on,  “The  Methodist 
Children’s  Home  is  open  to  children  of  all 
races,  and  we  are  anxious  to  receive 
them.  The  Home  staff  is  also  open  to 
persons  of  all  races  who  wish  to  apply  for 
positions.” 

Flans  are  underway  for  the  Home  to 
publish  a  quarterly  newsletter  to  keep 
.United  Methodists  in  Louisiana  informed 
as  to  what  is  going  on  at  the  Ruston  in¬ 
stitution. 

An  extensive  program  is  underway  to 
provide  for  the  development  of  the 
religious  life  of  the  children  and  youth  on 
the  campus  which  will  be  coordinated  by 
a  chaplain. 

Because  of  the  fine  support  given  over 
the  years  by  the  Conference,  the 
Methodist  Children’s  Home  is  one  of  the 
i°w  such  homes  totally  supported  by  the 
church.  Most  of  the  others,  nation-wide, 
are  United  Methodist  in  name  only,  since 
the  major  portion  of  their  funding  comes 
from  government. 

Mr.  DeVille  extended  an  invitation  to 
all  Louisiana  Conference  people  to  visit 
the  Home  at  any  time.  “It  is  your 
Methodist  Children’s  Home;  your  money 
supports  its  work.  Come  see  us.” 


TEACHERS  FUND:  Centenary  College  Trustee  chairman  George  D.  Nelson 
I  LEFT!  and  Will  H.  Jackson,  a  Shreveport  banker  who  served  as  chairman  of  the 
annual  Great  Teachers-Scholars  Fund  assess  the  results  of  the  drive  as  it  reaches 
the  $2X0,000  mark. 

Centenary  great  teachers- 
seholars  fund  raises  $280,000 


The  Centenary  College  Great- 
Teachers-Scholars  Fund  reached  a  total 
of  $280,208  at  the  final  report  meeting  of 
125  volunteer  workers  at  the  Petroleum 
Club  in  Shreveport  recently.  Although 
the  total  was  $19,792  short  of  the  $300,000 
goal.  Will  H.  Jackson,  general  chairman 
of  the  campaign,  said  he  believes  the  goal 
will  be  realized  in  the  near  future  when 
calls  on  several  remaining  prospects  are 
completed.  Jackson  said  he  was 
organizing  a  team  of  volunteers  to 
personally  contact  those  donors  who 
were  missed  during  the  regular  cam¬ 
paign. 

Centenary  president  Dr.  John  H.  Allen 
presented  certificates  of  appreciation 
from  the  college  to  Jackson,  Charles 


Ellis  Brown,  advance  division  chairman , 
Edwin  C.  Harbuck,  special  division 
chairman:  and  William  G.  Anderson, 
James  Goins  and  Ray  Tipton,  chairman 
of  the  general  divisions. 

George  D.  Nelson,  chairman  of  the 
board  of  trustees  of  Centenary  thanked 
Jackson  and  all  of  the  other  volunteers 
for  their  work  on  behalf  of  the  college. 
“This  is  the  largest  amount  of  money 
ever  raised  in  an  annual  Great  Teachers- 
Scholars  campaign,”  he  said.  “This  is  an 
effort  in  which  all  of  you  may  be  very 
proud.” 

Nelson  said  the  fund,  contributed  so 
generously  by  the  friends  of  Centenary, 
is  vital  to  the  continued  operation  of 
Centenary  College. 


Bishop’s  message 

A  refreshing  editorial  in  the  New  Orleans  Time-Picayune  on  the  subject  of  Dr. 
Karl  Menninger’s  book  “Whatever  Became  of  Sin?"  reminds  one  of  Lenten  reading. 
Pointedly  that  book  itself  would  be  a  good  Lenten  reader.  Though  cast  in 
psychological  terms,  it  tells  us  something  in  20th  century  language  that  refers  to  a 
reality  as  old  as  man.  Get  a  copy;  read  it. 

Another  book  is  highly  commendable  also.  It  is  the  little  volume  entitled 
“Speaking  in  Tongues”  by  Fisher  Humphries  and  Malcom  Tolbert  of  the  New 
Orleans  Baptist  Seminary.  On  this  same  subject  there  is  heartily  commended  to  you 
once  more  the  small  volume  “The  Work  of  the  Holy  Spirit”,  a  report  to  the  182nd 
General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  (This  book  says  just  about 
everything,  I  think,  concerning  the  subject;  naturally  I  like  it  and  recommend  it 
heartily;  the  volume  costs  only  75  cents.)’’ 

But  have  you  recently  read  anything  like  Archibald  Hunter’s  “Introducing  the 
New  Testament,”  a  scholarly,  though  down-to-earth  and  condensed  presentation  of 
t his  subject  through  the  mind  and  words  of  the  eminent  Scottish  scholar? 

For  the  ultra-scholarly  there  is  a  new  little  paperback  edited  by  Richard  Batey 
entitled  “New  Testament  Issues";  Martin  Marty  is  general  editor.  Some  have  been 
edified  by  Paul  Minear’s  “Commands  of  Christ”  and  discover  that  this,  his  16th 
book,  is  probably  his  best.  Dr.  Minear  is  presently  vice-rector  of  the  Institute  of 
Advanced  Theological  Studies  in  Jerusalem;  he  will  be  remembered  as  the  Yale 
professor  of  some  note  I  have  found  “Why  Am  I  Afraid  to  Tell  You  Who  I  Am?”  by 
John  Powell.  S.  J  .  qufte  prov«cat4re 

“The  Unvanquished  Puritan."  a  portrait  of  Lyman  Beecher,  by  Stuart  Henry  is 
sheer  delight  for  those  who  like  biography,  theology,  and  philosophy  well  mixed.  The 
book  is  historically  accurate  and  informative. 

The  book  whose  title  is  most  intriguing  and  refreshing  is  “Let’s  Stop  Playing  Pious 
Games.”  This  evokes  eagerness  to  see  whether  the  author  knows  what  he  is  talking 
about  or  whether  he  is  just  anti-everything.  The  good  Lord  knows  that  we’ve  all  seen 
enough  pious  games  and  bureaucratic  humbug  in  the  church.  Maybe  the  author  has 
something.  If  so,  this  volume  will  be  reviewed  later. 

And  how  we  loved  Charles  L.  Taylor's  “Layman’s  Guide  to  Seventy  Psalms” !  The 
volume  is  exactly  as  the  title  suggests. 

But  for  good  Lenten  reading  try  again  W’illiam  Law’s  “A  Serious  Call  to  a  Devout 
and  Holy  Life.”  If  John  Wesley  found  this  book  valuable,  we  might  also.  It’s  now  in 
paperback,  and  the  Cokesbury  Press  is  ready  to  take  orders. 

Le!  every  Methodist  Christian  do  some  serious  reading,  but  in  the  name  of  truth, 
select  your  reading  with  care.  And  if  you  are  confused  about  some  volume,  just  write 
us.  We’d  be  glad  to  offer  our  poor  but  forthright  advice  in  effort  to  distinguish  be¬ 
tween  the  edifying  and  the  trash.  But  if  really  puzzled  and  in  doubt,  try  the  New 
Testament;  you  can’t  go  wrong  there. 

Faithfully, 


Finis  A  Crutchfield  J  J 


LAY  WITNESS  MISSION:  Mrs.  Jimmy  Dale  Allen  of  Lake  Charles  [CENTER]  and 
Jack  Dew  of  West  Monroe  (  RIGHT],  coordinator  of  a  Lay  Witness  11  Mission  set 
Mar.  22-24  at  First  Church.  Lake  Charles,  reviewed  the  mission  with  the  pastor.  Dr. 
George  Pearce,  Jr.,  senior  pastor,  and  termed  it  highlv  successful. 


Around  our  conference 


The  annual  meeting  of  the  New  Orleans 
District  Board  of  Missions  was  held  Mar 
14  at  Lake  Vista  church,  Dr.  Robert 
Harrington,  district  superintendent, 
presiding.  Mr.  Edgar  E.  Cayard  was 
honored  for  his  work  as  district  treasurer 
from  1936  to  1973  with  a  special  plaque. 
Mrs.  Ray  Clayton,  Mr.  Cayard’s 
daughter,  received  the  plaque  for  her 
father  from  Walter  Harris,  Sr.  The  Rev. 
James  M.  Brinks,  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  was  the  speaker. 

The  UMW  of  Oak  Park  church,  Lake 
Charles,  raised  $1,100  for  mission  work 
through  a  Fall  bazaar  last  year.  The 


UMW  sent  $800  to  Rev.  Nathaniel 
Canlass,  a  native  pastor  in  the  Philip¬ 
pines,  $50  to  each  of  the  5  state  mission 
projects  and  set  aside  $50  for  the  start  of 
their  1974  mission  projects.  Plans  are  in 
the  making  for  an  even  greater  mission 
bazaar  this  year. 

Dr.  Carl  F.  Lueg.  Shreveport  district 
superintendent,  will  lead  a  tour  of  the 
Hawaiian  Islands  June  28-July  5  this 
year.  The  tour  part  will  fly  Braniff  from 
Dallas  and  return  to  Dallas.  Those  in¬ 
terested  may  wTite  Dr.  Lueg  at  329 
Monrovia,  Shreveport,  La.  71106  for  an 
illustrated  brochure. 
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selves,  but  Jesus  Christ  as  Lord, 
with  ourselves  as  your  servants  for 
Jesus'  sake. 

For  it  is  the  God  who  said,  “ Let 
light  shine  out  of  darkness,  "  who  has 
shone  in  our  hearts  to  give  the  light 
of  the  knowledge  of  the  glory  of  God 
in  the  face  of  Christ 

But  we  have  this  treasure  in 
earthen  vessels,  to  show  that  the 
transcendent  power  belongs  to  God 
and  not  to  us. 


not  crushed;  perplexed,  but  not 
driven  to  despair;  persecuted,  but 
not  forsaken:  struck  down,  but  not 
destroyed;  always  carrying  In  the 
body  the  death  of  Jesus  so  that  the 
life  of  Jesus  may  also  be  manifested 
in  our  bodies. 


For  while  we  live  we  are  always 
being  given  up  to  death  for  Jesus' 
sake,  so  that  the  life  of  Jesus  may  be 
manifested  in  our  mortal  flesh. 


Crucifying  the  Truth 


Christians,  like  other  humans,  prefer  a 
story  with  a  happy  ending.  For  this 
reason,  the  meaning  and  message  of 
Good  Friday  is  often  lost  amid  the  joyous 
proclamation  of  the  resurrection  on 
Easter  morning. 

Good  Friday,  more  than  any  other  day 
of  the  Christian  year,  is  about  what 
humans  tend  to  do  when  encountered  by 
Truth. 

The  scribes  and  the  Pharisees 
rationalized  that  they  were  being 
patriotic  in  having  Jesus  tried  and 
executed  as  a  traitor  against  Rome. 
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But  the  real  reason  they  sought  his  life 
was  because  they  could  not  stand  to  hear 
Jesus  speak  the  Truth  about  themselves: 
about  their  money-changing  in  the 
temple;  about  their  concern  for 
meaningless  sabbath  laws  rather  than 
the  well-being  of  persons  in  need;  about 
how  good  they  thought  they  were  and  how 
inwardly  hollow  they  really  were. 

As  has  been  the  case  so  often 
throughout  history,  when  people  refuse  to 
hear  the  Truth  about  themselves,  they 
try  to  nullify  it,  to  kill  it. 

But  the  Truth  cannot  be  killed.  When 
someone  seeks  to  kill  the  Truth,  it  dies 
only  within  himself.  To  have  the  Truth 
die  in  oneself  is  far  worse  than  to  die  a 
physical  death. 

Jesus  saw  this  happening  to  his  people 
and  uttered  a  bleak  declaration  of  doom 
on  his  way  to  the  cross:  "Daughters  of 
Jerusalem,  do  not  weep  for  me;  no,  weep 
for  yourselves  and  your  children.  For  the 
days  are  coming  when  they  will  say: 
‘Happy  are  the  barren,  the  wombs  which 
never  bore  a  child,  the  breasts  that  never 
fed  one.’  ”  (Luke  23:28-29).  There  is 
seemingly  no  grace  or  hope  in  what  he 
says  —  only  darkness,  despair  and  doom. 

Christians  sometimes  need  to  consider 
the  meaning  of  Good  Friday  in  its  stark 
reality:  Utter  darkness.  No  hope.  The 
Truth  is  crucified.  And  we  do  not  yet 
know  that  Easter  morning  and  the  resur¬ 
rection  will  come! 

Good  Friday  is  not  only  a  past  event. 
We  crucify  the  Truth  each  time  our  ac¬ 
tions  fail  to  reflect  the  Truth  of  Christ. 
When  we  allow  self-interest  to  blind  us  to 
the  needs  of  others,  the  Truth  is 
crucified.  When  we  react  harshly  toward 
other  persons,  we  crucify  the  Truth. 
When  we  place  loyalty  to  our  political 
party,  our  religious  denomination,  our 
nation  —  or  any  other  idol  we  may  erect 
—  above  our  loyalty  to  God’s  Truth  as 
revealed  in  Jesus  Christ,  we  recreate 
Good  Friday  anew. 

Is  it  too  late  for  us?  Have  we  killed  the 
Truth? 

Fortunately  for  us,  the  crucifixion  of 
the  Truth  on  Good  Friday  was  not  the  end 
of  man’s  hope.  Nor  do  our  attempts  to 
crucify  the  Truth  destroy  our  hope.  The 
Truth  which  lived  and  died  in  Jesus  lives 
on.  God’s  grace  extends  the  possibility  of 
new  life  to  each  of  us.  Will  Easter  come  in 
our  lives  this  year? 
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A  vision  for  the  church 
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We  need  to  believe  that  the  church, 
as  it  is ,  can  serve  as  God’s  instrument 


Bishop  Alton 


This  is  the  twenty-third  in  a  continuing 
series  of  messages  to  the  church  from 
United  Methodism’s  highest  elected 
officials  —  its  bishops.  Each  bishop  was 
invited  by  TM/UMR  Editor  Spurgeon  M. 
Dunnam  III  to  share  his  hopes  and 
dreams  for  the  church  by  answering  this 
question;  "If  you  could  cause  one  trend, 
or  emphasis,  or  change,  or  program,  or 
event,  or  attitude  to  develop  across  the 
United  Methodist  Church  today,  what 
would  it  be?"  This  week’s  response  is  by 
Ralph  T.  Alton,  resident  bishop  of  the 
Indiana  Area,  with  offices  in 
Indianapolis.  Articles  by  other  bishops 
will  appear  in  subsequent  issues. 

By  RALPH  T.  ALTON 
Like  many  other  contributors  to  this 
series  of  articles,  I  have  visions  of  what 
the  church  ought  to  be.  If  the  question  is 
aimed  at  what  an  ideal  church  would  be 
like,  I  could  share  with  the  best  in 
suggesting  answers.  I  have  read  many 
articles,  not  to  mention  some  books,  that 
have  delineated  quite  clearly  the  ideal 
standards  that  should  characterize  the 
people  of  God  in  the  world  both  generally 
and  in  congregational  expressions.  And  I 
have  responded  by  saying  to  myself: 
"Wouldn’t  it  be  a  joy  to  have  a  chance  to 
work  in  a  church  like  that."  The 
frustration  is  that  the  church  I  have  to 
work  with  isn’t  like  that  —  which  results 
in  the  theme  of  this  article  on  a  special 
kind  of  vision  I  have  for  the  church. 

What  I  would  encourage  in  the  church 
generally,  and  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church  particularly  (not  to  mention  the 
part  of  that  church  for  which  I  have  some 
special  responsibility),  is  a  belief  in  itself 
as  an  instrument  chosen  of  God  to 
represent  His  purposes  for  His  children 
in  His  world.  That  belief  must  center  on 
the  church  as  it  is,  not  as  we  may  dream 
it  ought  to  be.  “Beloved,  now  are  we  the 
children  of  God,  and  it  doth  not  yet  ap¬ 
pear  what  we  may  be  ...  " 
Theologically,  the  doctrine  of  the  in- 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


carnation  makes  me  believe  that  the 
world  God  loved  so  much  that  He  sent  His 
only  begotten  Son  was  the  world  as  it  is  — 
not  just  some  ideal  world  even  of  God’s 
own  purpose.  I  do  not  believe  the  Holy 
Spirit  is  limited  in  the  possibilities  of  His 
power  and  influence  by  the  quality  of  the 
instrument  He  chooses  to  use.  "We  have 
this  treasure  in  earthen  vessels  that  the 
excellency  of  the  power  may  be  of  God 
and  not  of  us." 

Psychologically,  I  believe  it  is  as 
stultifying  to  the  church  as  to  an  in¬ 
dividual  to  be  constantly  told  that  until 
you  have  done  something  to  improve 
yourself,  there  isn’t  much  you  can  do  to 
deal  with  the  problems  that  confront  you. 
There  are  lots  of  people  who  never  can  be 
any  better  than  they  are.  But  as  they  are 
they  can  do  much  more  about  getting  on 
with  life  if  they  can  accept  themselves  as 
they  are  and  see  what  is  the  best  they  can 
do  as  they  are.  In  these  past  days  when  so 
much  of  the  energy  of  the  church  has 
been  spent  on  changes  in  structure  of  one 
kind  or  another,  I  have  at  times  been 
almost  desperate  in  my  desire  to  say  to 
the  church,  "Accept  what  you  are  for  a 
while,  and  let’s  get  on  with  the  business 
to  which  God  is  calling  us.”  Without  any 
improvements  or  changes  in  the  church 
at  all,  I  believe  we  can  do  much  more  for 
the  Kingdom  of  God  if  we  will  just  believe 
that  God  can  make  use  of  us  as  we  are. 

My  conviction  in  this  regard  has  been 
strengthened  by  my  observation  that 
across  the  half  century  of  my  own  ex¬ 
perience  in  Ihe  church,  I  can’t  see  that  in 
terms  of  any  idealistic  criteria  I  can 
conceive  of,  the  church  is  any  better  —  or 
any  worse  —  than  it  has  been.  Depending 
on  your  own  Utopian  standards,  the 
church  can  be  made  to  look  either  more 
or  less  capable  as  an  instrument  of  God’s 
purposes  in  the  world.  The  real  measure 
of  the  church’s  achievements  is  what  has 
been  accomplished  with  all  its  frailties 
and  inadequacies  and  limitations.  And 


that’s  a  whole  lot!  I  have  far  more  en¬ 
thusiasm  for  talking  about  what  has  been 
done  by  the  church  across  the  years  in 
channeling  into  the  life  of  man  —  both 
personally  and  in  various  expressions  of 
human  relationships,  —  something  of  the 
spirit  of  God  revealed  in  Jesus  Christ, 
than  in  constantly  talking  about  what’s 
wrong  with  the  church  and  what  needs 
improvement.  Of  course  I  think  we  ought 
to  have  on  our  agenda  constant  efforts  to 
increase  our  capability  to  carry  out 
God’s  mission  with  which  we  are 
charged;  but  that’s  notour  main  agenda! 
Our  main  agenda  has  to  be  to  get  on  with 
the  mission.  And  to  do  that,  we  have  to 
believe  we  can!  It  is  that  kind  of  con¬ 
fidence  that  I  feel  the  church  needs  today 
in  a  very  special  way. 

I  have  a  good  deal  of  discussion  with 
pastors  who  are  absorbed  in  their 
frustration  that  the  church  they  have  to 
work  with  is  not  the  church  they  think  it 
ought  to  be.  That  is  particularly  true  of 
people  in  their  first  experience  in  the 
pastorate.  They  have  read  the  books  that 
describe  the  ideal  church  and  they  have 
dreams  of  what  it  would  be  like  to  be  a 
minister  in  that  kind  of  church.  Then  they 


find  themselves  dealing  with  people 
bound  up  in  provincialism  and  prejudice, 
and  with  pretty  meager  understanding  of 
what  the  Christian  faith  is  really  all 
about.  Believe  me,  they  have  my  full 
sympathy.  But  if  they  don’t  believe  that 
anything  good  can  come  out  of 
Nazareth,  they  are  in  real  trouble,  for 
their  ministry  is  defeated  before  it  starts. 

1  have  seen  Annual  Conferences  refuse 
to  believe  in  their  capacity  to  achieve 
some  goal  that  represented  the  kind  of 
mission  in  the  world  to  which  they  should 
aspire.  They  are  blinded  thereby  to  the 
challenge  with  which  the  people  of  their 
churches  should  be  asked  to  measure 
their  Christian  commitment. 

So  I  would  plead  for  a  fresh  sense  of 
confidence  in  the  church  —  believing  that 
God  has  something  important  for  us  to  do 
for  His  sake  in  the  world,  and  that  he  can 
use  us  as  we  are  to  do  it.  Let’s  declare  a 
moratorium  for  a  while  on  all  discussions 
about  how  we  need  to  be  better  than  we 
are,  and  all  efforts  to  change  ourselves 
by  reorganizing  this  or  that  .  .  .  and  let’s 
gel  on  with  our  mission  in  the  world  for 
God  s  sake. 
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Don’t  expect  too  much  from  GCOM  survey! 


To  the  Editor: 

Don’t  expect  too  much  from  that 
GCOM  survey  (TM/UMR.  March  29)! 

The  General  Council  of  Ministries  is  to 
be  commended  for  its  sincere  efforts  to 
gather  the  pulse-beat  of  the  church.  I 
thank  Christ  and  His  Spirit  who  raised  up 
men  like  Virgil  Sexton  who  began 
leaching  the  church  to  hear  the  pleas  of 
its  people.  For  the  people  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  are  hungry  for  the 
meat  of  the  gospel  and  many  feel  they 
haven’t  been  getting  it  from  the  church 
leadership.  As  a  member  of  the  church 
and  one  who  also  filled  out  the  form,  I 
think  I,  too,  am  trying  to  find  the  place 
God  wants  our  church  to  fill  in  today’s 
world. 

But  I  can’t  get  rid  of  the  disheartening 
feeling  that  our  church  will  wake  up  too 
late.  You  might  notice  that  in  the  survey 
form  no  explicit  mention  was  ever  made 
of  the  need  for  winning  souls,  of 
evangelism,  and  the  salvation  of  the 
individual.  I  suspect  a  very  good  reason 
for  this.  Our  church  leaders  are  so  rid¬ 
dled  with  humanistic  philosophy  and 
extreme  pluralism  that  even  if  they 
wanted  to  know  why  its  people  starve  so, 
they  could  never  ask  the  appropriate 
questions  to  help  it  find  the  answers.  So 
many  of  our  leaders  can  never  see  the 
need  for  our  people  to  have  a  personal 
confrontation  with  Jesus;  and  the  need 
that  must  have  priority  with  any  church 
—  the  spiritual  changing  of  a  person’s 
soul. 

Only  after  that  priority  is  met  can  our 
church's  leadership  bp  applied  to  the 
world  with  the  dynamic  power  of  the 
Christian  community  characteristic  of 
Pentecost.  w  Tim  Baughn 

Wilmore,  Kentucky 

The  questions  not  ashed  by 

GCOM  cause  me  distress 

To  the  Editor: 

I  have  before  me  the  March  29th  issue. 
I  call  to  your  attention  your  first  editorial 
and  the  companion  tear  sheet  in  the  form 
of  a  questionaire.  You  state  that  “our 
General  Council  on  Ministries  is  making 
an  honest  and  costly  attempt  to  hear  and 
respond  to  what  the  church  is  saying." 

This  one  member  of  the  church  has 
several  things  to  say.  First:  the 
questionaire  does  not  ask  the  questions 
that  I  wish  to  have  answered  for  me  by 
my  church.  An  example:  our  seminaries. 
How  can  the  church  continue  to  close  its 
eyes  to  the  lack  of  Biblical  teaching  in 
our  seminaries  and  yet  act  as  if  it  expects 
God  to  bless  the  "great  United  Methodist 
Church”?  He  will  not,  nor  can  He  bless 
when  His  Word  is  being  held  up  to 
ridicule. 

Hand  in  hand  with  this  is  the  great  need 
for  Biblical  preaching  from  the  pulpits  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church.  I  know  that 
this  is  a  loughie.  when  the  preachers  are 
coming  out  of  the  seminaries  I  just  sopke 
about.  But  even  preachers  who  beat  their 
breasts  and  claim  to  be  "true  to  the 
Bible"  are  often  preaching  a  "gospel"  of 
“salvation  by  works."  More,  oh  so  much 
more  important  than  "continuing  quota 
procedures  to  insure  representation  of 
women  and  ethnic  persons"  is  the  need 
for  preachers  who  will  unashamedly 
preach  the  living  Word  of  God. 

Another  great  need  that  I  see  still  with 
us  is  the  need  for  good  teaching 
literature.  I  know  that  you  will  remind  us 
that  moves  are  being  made  in  that 
direction.  This  is  good  and  it  is  ap¬ 
preciated.  But.  we  still  need  more. 


Recently,  I  was  reviewing  one  of  the  new 
“Bible”  materials  for  High  School  level. 
In  one  of  the  lessons  was  the  line,  "Even 
someone  who  gives  a  cup  of  water 
deserves  God."  Salvation  through  works, 
again.  Where  has  the  grace  of  God  in 
Jesus  Christ  gone? 

1  hope  you  feel  my  distress  as  I  write 
this  letter.  I  love  the  United  Methodist 
church.  I  have  belonged  to  it  since  the 
day  of  my  eleventh  birthday.  I  do  not 
intend  to  remove, my  membership  unless 
forced  to  do  so.  But,  my  first  and 
foremost  loyalty  is  to  Jesus  Christ  and  to 
obedience  to  His  Holy  Spirit. 

I  do  wish  I  could  believe  your 
statement  about  honesty  in  the  General 
Council  on  Ministries.  But  I  have  to  ask: 
if  they  are  really  trying  to  be  honest,  why 
have  they  failed  to  ask  some  of  the  most 
important  questions  of  all?  Do  they  think 
by  this  gesture  to  lull  the  “average 
Methodist”  into  thinking  that  at  long  last 
nirvana  is  on  the  way?  Mr.  Editor,  I 
hasten  to  remind  you  that  the  average 
Methodist  is  neither  dull,  dumb  nor  half¬ 
witted.  We  will  not  be  satisfied  with  such 
a  sop  to  the  conscience  of  the  General 
Council  on  Ministries  as  this. 

Mrs.  Gene  Partin 
San  Augustine,  Texas 

Cartoon  resented 

To  the  Editor: 

As  president  of  United  Methodist 
Women  in  my  local  church,  I  feel  very 
indignant  over  the  so-called  cartoon  in 
the  March  22nd  issue.  You  make  the 
Methodist  woman  look  like  a  witch, 
(besides  thbt,  pill  box  hats  went  out  of 
style  with  long  dresses).  We  are  attuned 
to  human  need;  we  do  try  to  put  the 
gospel  around  the  world;  we’re  in¬ 
terested  in  winning  souls  and  providing 
development  resources  for  the  world’s 
"have-nots",  and  we  do  give  to  foreign 
missions  and  increase  our  giving  during 
the  year  when  the  need  is  so  great.  We 
have  been  asked  for  a  5%  increase  this 
year  and  will  give  it. 

We  work  for  our  church  and  the  people 
of  the  world  and  we  love  doing  it! 
(Incidentally  we  also  bought  the  new 
carpet.) 

The  cartoon  is  offensive  and  I  resent  it. 

Margaret  Werner. 

Denver.  Colorado 

Wesley  Chapel  appeal: 

‘ a  sheer  waste 9 

To  the  Editor: 

The  recent  appeal  launched  to  raise  the 
exhorbitant  price  of  two  million  plus 
dollars  for  the  restoration  of  the  Wesley 
Chapel  in  England  is,  in  my  opinion,  a 
sheer  waste  (TM/UMR,  March  22.) 
When  there  is  so  much  want  in  the  world 
today,  such  an  impressionable  figure 
would  go  a  long  way  in  providing  food, 
clothing,  shelter,  etc.,  for  needy  people. 

Where,  in  the  Bible,  does  it  say 
anything  about  such  type  of  preser¬ 
vation? 

Jesus  was  always  helping  the 
weak.oppressed  and  needy.  I  can’t  recall 
where  He  was  ever  concerned  about  such 
trivial  things  as  buildings.  Surely  the 
Wesley  Brothers  would  be  happier  to  see 
that  huge  sum  of  money  spent  on  a  much 
more  useful  fund. 

Georgia  Gregory 

St.  Johns,  Arizona 

Editorial,  article  lilted 

To  the  Editor: 

This  is  just  a  note  to  tell  you  I  really 
appreciated  your  editorial  of  March  15. 


"Crises,  values  and  the  right  Source  of 
Power.”  Right  on!  I  also  appreciated 
your  interview  with  Dr.  D.  Elton 
Trueblood  in  the  March  22  issue. 

Hazel  Ferguson 
Castro  Valley,  California 

Let's  quit  navel-gazing  and 
gel  on  with  our  main  tush 

To  the  Editor: 

I  find  myself  in  complete  agreement 
with  the  letter  from  Herschel  Absliir^  of 
Cleveland,  Tennessee  (TM/UMR,  March 
22).  He  urges  that,  "we  need  to  declare  a 
moratorium  on  structural  and  ter¬ 
minological  changes"  in  our 
denomination,  “and  to  give  the  local 
church  an  opportunity  to  recover  its 
sense  of  accomplishment.” 

As  twice  a  Superintendent  and  as  one 
privileged  to  represent  the  National 
Division  of  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
in  helping  local  churches  with  finances,  I 
have  discovered  scores  of  people  who  are 
"turned  off"  for  the  simple  reason  that 
"the  rules  are  changed  every  time  you 
are  asked  to  play  on  the  team."  So,  — 
they  prefer  to  sit  on  the  bench  or  in  the 
bleachers. 

Persons  in  other  parts  of  the  country 
may  not  understand  it,  but  here  in  “the 
far  north"  we  have  a  saying,  "spinning 
your  wheels  on  the  ice  doesn’t  get  you 
anywhere.”  Let’s  quite  this  navel  gazing 
and  get  on  with  the  big  job  we  have: 
preaching  the  gospel,  reaching  people  for 
Christ  and  the  church  and  then  really 
nourishing  them  in  the  faith. 

Dean  E.  Richardson 
Buffalo,  New  York 

How  old  is  ‘ too  old'  to 
prepare  for  the  ministry ? 
To  the  Editor: 

Is  a  man  of  40-plus  too  old  to  prepare 
for  the  ministry?  This  thought  came 
immediately  into  my  mind  as  I  read  in 
Mrs.  Lester’s  March  15  letter:  "Any 
woman  who  is  old  enough  to  know  she 
can’t  have  children  is  too  old  to  prepare 
for  the  ministry."  This  would  rule  out 
some  of  the  finest  men  I  have  known  in 
the  ministry,  not  to  mention  U.  S.  Senator 
Harold  E.  Hughes,  who  is  retiring  from 
politics  to  devote  his  time  to  the  service 
of  our  Lord. 

I  can’t  quarrel  with  Mrs.  Lester’s 


feeling  that  she  wouldn’t  want  as  her 
pastor  a  woman  who  didn’t  want 
children.  However.  I  feel  that  such  an 
attitude  is  unfair  to  the  woman  who  gives 
up  marriage  and  family  as  a  career 
choice  in  order  to  devote  herself  full  time 
to  the  Lord’s  service.  Our  Catholic 
brethren  have  long  recognized  the 
validity  of  such  sfervice.  Jesus  himself 
said,  "...  and  others  do  not  marry 
because  of  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven.  Let 
him  who  can  do  it  accept  this  teaching." 
And  St.  Paul  said,  "An  unmarried 
woman  concerns  herself  with  the  Lord’s 
work,  because  she  wants  to  be  dedicated 
both  in  body  and  spirit;  but  a  married 
woman  concerns  herself  with  worldly 
matters,  because  she  wants  to  please  her 
husband." 

Catherine  P.  Leonard 
Fort  Worth,  Texas 

God  is  m  y  strength 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  not  writing  this  for  any  honor  or 
glory  But  1  feel  our  local  churches 
should  be  on  the  front  line.  We  read  of 
many  folks  holding  jobs  in  various 
organizations  for  many  years.  Seldom  do 
we  read  of  lay  members  in  the  local 
church. 

I  have  been  a  widow  45  years.  I  raised  3 
children  —  was  both  Father  and  Mother. 
At  that  lime  there  was  no  work  for1 
women  like  there  is  today. 

The  pathway  was  not  always  smooth  — 
rough  at  times.  But  God  has  been  good.  I 
am  thankful  for  the  many  blessings 
received. 

I  have  a  grandson,  and  2  little  great 
grandsons.  They  are  our  pride  and  joy. 

I  have  been  a  Sunday  School  teacher  in 
our  church  approximately  60  years.  I  was 
Lay  Leader  and  assistant  for  39  years.  1 
have  been  a  Treasurer  approximately  50 
years.  Of  what  we  once  called  the  WSCS, 
1  have  been  President,  Secretary  and 
Treasurer.  1  had  perfect  attendances  for 
22  years  without  missing  a  meeting. 

The  church  and  my  family  have  been 
my  life.  1  am  growing  old,  and  my  mind 
and  my  body  may  grow  weak,  but  God  is 
my  strength.  I  still  go  to  church  regularly 
at  The  Davistown  United  Methodist 
Church. 

Lottie  Solomon 
Melcroft,  Pennsylvania 
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Rate:  25c  per  woid,  figure  or  lntltial  per  In¬ 

sertion.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on 
contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  In  advance.  Minimum  charge  of  $6.25 
Service  charge  tr  K,Hd  ads  51.00  per  Insertion. 

200  HUMOROUS  ILLUSTRATIONS  FOR 
RELIGIOUS  SPEAKERS.  Send  $1.00  to: 
Christian  CommunlcaUons,  P.O.  Box  11025. 
Knoxville.  Tenn.  37919. 

PREGNANT?  UNMARRIED?  Give  your  baby 
a  home  and  a  chance  at  life!  The  Methodist 
Mission  Home  In  San  Antonio  offers  a  com¬ 
plete.  confidential  service  on  your  problems. 

Good  living  situation,  warm  acceptance,  best 
medical  care,  expert  counseling  and  con- 
tlnulng  high  school  education.  Call  or  write: 

Rev.  Harold  Burkhardt.  6487  Whitby  Rd..  San 
Antonio.  Texas  78240.  Phone  (512)  696-2410. 

CHOICE  FOUR  TOURS  from  Dallas.  22  days. 

June  12.  Central.  Southern  Europe;  Scandi¬ 
navia;  British  Isles;  Russia.  First  class  hotels. 

Bess  Loudermllk,  3339  Milton,  Dallas.  Texas 
75205.  (214)  363-2692. 

YOUTH  AND  EDUCATIONAL  WORKER  to 
develop  strong  year  round  youth  program  and 
a  total  church  educational  program.  Degree  In 
Christian  Education  helpful.  Must  have 
training  In  Christian  youth  and  educational 
programs.  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Carthage.  Mo.  64836;  phone  Rev.  H.  L. 
Thompson  -  (417  )  358-2577. 

GREECE.  EGYPT.  HOLY  LAND.  ROME 
SWITZERLAND.  AMSTERDAM.  22  days. 

July  '74.  Personally  escorted  lour.  Christian 
group.  For  brochure,  write:  Rev.  Rex  Sample. 

Box  67.  Simla,  Colo.  80835. 

DELUXE  ORIENTAL  TOUR:  Rev.  and  Mrs. 

Ed  Laux.  experienced  escorts.  Invite  you  tb 

Join  them.  3  weeks  In  August  *74.  Brochure 
available.  Write:  Rev.  Ed  Laux.  6247 
Annapolis.  Dallas.  Texas  75214. 

HOMEPARENTS  NEEDED  for  ch..d  care. 
These  are  full  time  positions  for  married 
couples  with  no  dependents.  In  addition  to 
salary,  we  provide  meals,  laundry  service, 
living  quarters  while  on  duty,  sick  leave;  also 
Insurance  and  retirement  programs  are 
available.  Applicants  must  be  non-smokers, 
non-drinkers,  high  school  graduate,  preferably 
with  college  training.  These  positions  can 
provide  very  rewarding  experiences.  Please 
cor  tact  the  personnel  Department,  Methodist 
Home.  1111  H»ning  Ave..  Waco.  Texas  76708. 

A  UNIQUE  OPPORTUNITY.  A 
retired  salesman  or  minister  to  represent  one 
of  America’s  fastest  growing  religious  radio 
programs  in  your  area.  Exceptionally  good 
Income  potential.  If  Interested,  write. 
Methodist  Hour.  Box  77.  Orlando.  Florida 
32802 
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‘evangelical  missionary 


Global  Ministries  and  Missions  Council  draw  the  lines 


By  BILL  BUCHANAN 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

KNOXVILLE,  Tenn.  —  Represen¬ 
tatives  of  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
came  face  to  face  with  members  of  the 
recently-formed  Evangelical  Missions 
Council  (EMC)  here  last  week  in  an  at¬ 
tempt  to  hammer  out  their  differences  on 
the  explosive  issue  of  foreign  missions. 

The  council,  a  Good  News-inspired 
group  formed  for  the  specific  purpose  of 
bargaining  for  a  more  evangelical  thrust 
in  the  board,  wants  to  know  why  there 
are  not  more  evangelical  missionaries 
being  sent  out. 

As  well  as  being  an  organization  in  its 
own  rights,  Good  News  is  one  of  the 
strongest  lobbying  forces  in  the  United 


EVANSTON.  Ill.  (UMC)  —  More  than  a 
dozen  United  Methodist  churches  and 
parsonages  were  destroyed  or  heavily 
damaged  in  tornadoes  which  touched 
down  in  11  states  last  week. 

And  while  no  pastors  or  their  families 
apparently  were  hurt,  a  number  of 
churches  counted  members  among  the 
more  than  300  killed,  4,000  injured  and 
countless  other  thousands  left  homeless. 

Preliminary  reports  obtained  in  a 
survey  by  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
munications  showed  churches  or  par¬ 
sonages  leveled  in  Ohio,  Kentucky, 
Alabama,  Tennessee,  Indiana  and  North 
Carolina.  Communications  problems 
made  it  difficult  to  determine  the  exact 
toll  and  additional  losses  are  expected 
when  more  complete  information  is 
available. 

Church  buildings  or  parsonages 
reported  destroyed  included  the  sanc¬ 
tuary  of  Eden  Chapel,  15  miles  west  of 
Cincinnati,  Ohio;  Miller's  Chapel  in  the 
Campbellsville  District  of  the  Louisville 
(Ky.)  Conference,  and  the  sanctuary  of 
the  Mannsville  Church  in  the  same 
district;  the  church  and  parsonage  in 
Guin,  Ala.,  and  Basham  and  Beulahland 
churches  in  the  Decatur  District  of  the 
North  Alabama  Conference;  Mt.  Union 
and  McDonald  churches  in  the  Cookeville 
District  of  the  Tennessee  Conference; 
Daisy  Hill  Church  near  Borden,  Ind.;  and 
Ranger  Church  in  the  Waynesville 
District  of  the  Western  North  Carolina 
Conference. 

Extensively  damaged  buildings  in  the 
preliminary  report  included  the  Brecon 
parsonage  in  the  Cincinnati  District;  the 
parsonage  of  Faith  Community  Church 
in  hard-hit  Xenia,  Ohio;  the  Camp- 
bellsburg  church  and  parsonage  in  the 
Frankfort  District  of  the  Kentucky 
Conference;  North  Church  in  Madison, 
Ind.,  and  the  Monticello,  Ind.,  church. 

A  portion  of  the  roof  on  the  Service 
Center  of  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries’ 
Women’s  Division  located  in  Cincinnati 
was  blown  off. 

Several  other  churches  narrowly 
escaped  heavy  damage. 

Evangelical  UMC  in  Xenia  had  win¬ 
dows  blown  out  while  most  of  the  houses 
across  the  street  were  left  uninhabitable. 
First  UMC  in  Jasper,  Ala.,  had  minor 
damage,  while  buildings  all  around  it 
were  destroyed,  including  the  county 
court  house  across  the  street  and  the 
library  nearby. 

In  Brandenburg,  Ky.,  another  of  the 
devastated  areas,  the  United  Methodist 
Church  and  parsonage  escaped  major 
damage  although  they  are  on  the  edge  of 
the  business  district  which  was  virtually 
wiped  out. 

Bishop  Frank  L.  Robertson  of  the 
Louisville  Area  also  said  that  while  no 
churches  in  Louisville  suffered  heavy 
damage,  the  pastor  of  the  1,900-member 
Christ  UMC  in  an  affluent  section  of  the 


Methodist  Church,  placing  its  emphasis 
on  a  strict  scriptural  form  of 
Christianity. 

The  board,  whose  World  Division  is  in 
charge  of  the  church’s  mission  effort, 
wants  to  know  exactly  what  the  council 
means  by  “evangelical  missionary.” 

Neither  group  got  its  question  an¬ 
swered 

But  •  (,th  groups  seemed  to  feel  that  the 
posin  if  the  questions  was  a  step  toward 
a  resolution  of  the  growing  tension 
between  the  traditional  and  liberal 
theologies  of  missions:  the  former 
putting  an  emphasis  on  the  spiritual 
reformation  of  individuals  with  the  an¬ 
ticipation  that  “changed”  persons  will 
produce  a  changed  society  while  the 


city  estimated  that  one-third  of  his 
member  families  had  sustained  losses. 

Bishop  Robertson,  and  other  church 
officials,  said  that  even  in  parishes  which 
escaped  damage  to  church  property  the 
effects  of  the  storms  would  be  felt  for 
many  months  in  church  life. 

Any  estimate  of  damage  in  dollars  to 
church  property  was  impossible  to  ob¬ 
tain,  but  was  expected  to  run  into  several 
million  dollars. 

The  Rev.  James  Flinchbaugh, 
superintendent  of  the  Dayton  (Ohio) 
South  District  which  includes  Xenia  said 
that  some  pastors  were  working  as 
voluntary  chaplains  in  hospitals,  and 
other  pastors  and  church  members  were 
working  to  assist  the  Red  Cross  and  other 
relief  agencies.  A  number  of  churches, 
including  St.  Paul’s  UMC  in  Decatur,  Ill., 
were  serving  as  centers  for  collections  of 
clothing  and  food. 

Churches  in  the  southwestern  region  of 
the  West  Ohio  Conference  were 
scheduled  to  take  an  emergency  relief 
offering  on  Palm  Sunday. 

In  New  York,  officials  of  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  (UM- 
COR)  said  that  clothing,  blankets  and 
money  to  buy  portable  heaters  were 
dispatched  to  Alabama  through  Church 
World  Service  on  April  4  and  the  agency 
was  standing  by  to  render  help  in  other 
areas  as  needed. 

Increased 

giving 

reported 

EVANSTON,  Ill.  (UMC)  —  Con¬ 
tributions  to  the  United  Methodist 
Church’s  world-wide  benevolence  and 
administrative  programs  in  the  first 
quarter  of  1974  were  up  11.47  per  cent 
from  the  same  period  in  1973,  according 
to  a  report  released  here  last  week. 

Total  giving  for  16  funds  reached 
$8,465,216  in  the  three  months  ending 
March  31,  R.  Bryan  Brawner,  general 
treasurer  of  the  denomination  said.  This 
is  some  $870,000  above  the  comparable 
1973  figure  of  $7,593,913. 

World  Service,  the  denomination’s 
basic  program  fund,  was  up  4.76  per  cent 
with  $2,581,350  received  toward  an  an¬ 
nual  goal  of  $23,500,000. 

Largest  single  gain  was  62  per  cent  in 
One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing.  Funds  in  this 
offering  go  for  emergency  relief  needs. 

Sharpest  decline  was  55  per  cent  in 
Student  Day.  These  funds  are  used  for 
scholarships  and  loans  to  students.  The 
primary  offering  for  this  cause  generally 
is  received  in  local  churches  in  June. 

In  the  report  as  a  whole,  ten  funds 
increased,  while  six  declined. 


latter  sees  the  reform  of  society  (es¬ 
pecially  oppressive  ones)  as  being  para¬ 
mount. 

Even  though  there  were  more 
questions  than  answers  during  the  one- 
day  meeting  in  this  rain-drenched  city, 
the  council  representatives  did  come 
close  —  in  a  rather  circuitious  mqnner  — 
at  times  to  providing  some  insight  as  to 
what  is  meant  by  “evangelical 
missionary.” 

The  question  of  conversion 

Responding  to  a  question  put  by  World 
Division  president  Bishop  L.  Scott  Allen 
of  the  Holston  Conference  concerning  the 
manner  in  which  the  Gospel  should  be 
proclaimed,  the  Rev.  Charles  Britt  of 
Troy,  Ala.,  said  that  at  some  point  “it 
gets  down  to  posing  the  question:  ‘Have 
you  been  saved?’  ‘Have  you  been  born 
again?’  ” 

Pointing  out  the  need  for  more  than 
just  “converting”  people,  Bishop  Allen 
said  that  having  lived  in  the  south  most  of 
his  life  as  a  black  man  he  knows  there  is 
not  always  a  proper  relationship  between 
one’s  actions  and  one’s  conversion  ex¬ 
perience. 

The  meeting,  which  had  begun  with  a 
Bible  study  led  by  Board  president 
Bishop  Paul  Washburn,  concluded  with 
members  of  the  council  agreeing  to  be 
present  at  the  semi-annual  gathering  of 
the  board  later  this  month  in  Atlantic 
City. 

It  is  anticipated  that  EMC  delegates 
will  be  given  agenda  time  both  before  the 
whole  board  as  well  as  before  the  World 
Division  to  present  their  case. 

In  an  attempt  to  spell  out  his  group’s 
specific  concerns  Mr.  Britt  presented 
board  representatives  with  a  list  of 
proposals  designed  to  “fully”  implement 
the  stated  functions  of  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  as  outlined  in  the  1972 
Discipline. 

Ask  a  secretary  of  evangelism 

Provoking  the  most  discussion  was  a 
proposal  for  a  functional  secretary  of 
evangelism  and  church  growth  within  the 
World  Division  into  whose  job  description 
“would  be  written  all  the  trappings  of 
power,  status,  access  to  the  decision¬ 
making  process,  etc.,  given  to  other 
functional  secretaries.  It  would  have  to 
be  very  clear  that  this  is  not  a  ‘tacked  on’ 
position,  a  ‘sop’  to  evangelical  forces 
within  United  Methodism  that  exists  by 
mere  toleration.” 

Following  the  presentation  the  Rev. 
Eugene  Smith,  former  head  of  the  World 
Division  who  is  now  a  pastor  in  Denville, 
N.  J.,  as  well  as  a  member  of  the  board, 
observed  that  “there’s  a  negativism 
about  this. 

“Who  is  going  to  play  God  and  say  that 
this  person  is  evangelical  and  this  person 
is  not  evangelical,”  Smith  said,  posing 
another  unanswered  Question.  “And 
what  are  you  going  to  do  with  the  people 
you  decide  are  not  evangelicals? 

“There  seems  to  be  the  mentality  here 
of  cutting  up  the  seamless  robe  of  the 
Gospel,”  added  the  New  Jersey  cleric, 
implying  that  to  have  a  specialized 
secretary  to  deal  with  evangelical 
considerations  would  be  an  unnecessary 
categorizing. 


"Time  to  Negotiate.”  Guidelines  for 
Pastors  to  Follow  When  Salary  Support  is 
Considered."  by  Hilbert  J.  Berger, 
Friendship  Press,  1973,  56  pages,  paper, 
$2.95. 

By  CLYDE  CHESNUTT 
Some  men  die  by  bullets 
Some  go  down  in  flames 
But  most  men  perish  inch  by  inch 
While  playing  little  games. 

And  with  that  quatrain,  Hilbert  Berger 
ends  a  power-packed  slim  volume  in 


Several  persons,  including  the  Rev.  Ed 
Robb,  an  EMC  delegate  from  Lubbock, 
Tex.,  took  this  statement  to  mean  that  a 
secretary  specializing  in  evangelism  is 
not  a  type  of  categorizing  presently 
needed  at  the  board. 

“At  this  point,"  Mr.  Robb  said  by  way 
of  rebuttal,  “we  need  this  person 
(secretary  of  evangelism  and  church 
growth),”  adding  that  such  a  position 
would  be  no  more  specialized  than,  say,  a 
secretary  of  ecumenical  affairs. 

Another  proposal  drawing  con¬ 
siderable  attention  was  a  recom¬ 
mendation  that  the  board  prepare 
alternate  study  materials  with  a  “clear 
evangelical  intent  and  content,  written 
by  competent  evangelical  writers  chosen 
in  cooperation  with  the  Evangelical 
Missions  Council.” 

Explaining  the  proposal,  Mr.  Britt  said 
that  "in  the  current  mission  materials 
there  is  a  conspicuous  absence  of 
evangelical  material  ...  it  (evangelical 
emphasis)  should  be  highly  visible.” 
Again  responding,  Mr.  Smith  said  that 
‘our  obligation  is  to  the  Gospel,  not  to 
vested  interests.  We  don’t  need  materials 
that  give  people  on  both  sides  an  op¬ 
portunity  to  escape  without  confronting 
the  whole  Gospel.  What  we  need  is 
adequate  materials,  not  alternate 
materials.” 

Ms.  Lois  Miller,  associate  general 
secretary  of  the  World  Division,  ad¬ 
mitted  that  the  mission  materials  often 
involve  discussions  of  apparently  secular 
issues.  But  the  materials,  she  said,  are 
designed  to  motivate  people  for  mission, 
not  to  deal  with  secular  issues  just  for  the 
sake  of  dealing  with  them. 

“Our  quarrel,”  said  the  Rev.  David 
Seamands,  a  prime  mover  in  the  Good 
News  organization  and  pastor  of  the 
Wilmore  (Ky.)  United  Methodist  Church, 
is  that  evangelism  has  gotten  buried  or 
watered  down.” 

Other  recommendations 
Among  other  proposals  made  by  the 
Evangelical  group  are: 

•  More  evangelical  concern  and 
performance  in  “each  issue”  of  “New 
World  Outlook,”  the  board’s  official 
publication. 

•  A  reevaluation  of  the  process  and 
criteria  for  selecting  missionaries  in  the 
light  of  evangelical  concerns. 

•  A  staff  person  of  clear  evangelical 
commitment  in  the  Office  of  Missionary 
Personnel. 

Regarding  the  last  point,  represen¬ 
tatives  of  the  council  said  that  “while 
affirming  our  commitment  to  social 
justice  we  are  concerned  that  our 
missionaries  be  committed  to  the  church, 
the  Lord  of  the  church  and  the  church’s 
ministries,  worship,  teaching  and  soul- 
winning  functions. 

’  “We  want  the  privilege  of  identifying 
evangelical  missionaries  in  order  that 
our  fullest  support  may  be  given  to 
them.” 

Offering  one  last  word  of  caution, 
Bishop  Allen  noted  that  the  real  or 
imagined  lack  of  evangelical  zeal  is  “not 
a  problem  that  is  peculiar  to  the 
missionary  movement.  It  is  charac¬ 
teristic  of  the  church  in  general. 


which  he  charges:  “Negotiating  for  a 
pastor’s  salary  is  not  playing  games.  It  is 
serious  business  for  the  pastor  and  the 
church.  Pastor,  get  involved!  And  here’s 
how.” 

Drawing  upon  24  years  of  credentials 
as  a  United  Methodist  pastor,  executive 
secretary  of  stewardship  for  the  North 
Indiana  Conference  and  assistant 
general  secretary  of  the  Division  on 
Stewardship  Education  for  the  former 
Board  of  the  Laity,  Mr.  Berger  hits 
home. 

He  shatters  some  old  myths  and  plows 
some  new  ground  while  offering  sensible 
guidelines  to  follow. 

He  first  states  that  the  pastor  must  be 
willing  to  negotiate  in  an  open,  frank  and 
yet  non-threatening  manner.  He  must 
collect  all  sorts  of  data  to  feed  to  the 
pastor-parish  committee,  data  related  to 
the  pastor’s  personal  view  of  his 
ministry,  his  particular  responsibilities 
at  that  local  church,  his  financial  needs 
and  debts,  current  consumer  prices, 
comparative  pastoral  and  secular 
salaries,  etc. 

He  claims  that  laypersons  want  such 
information  but  seldom  have  it  as  they 
set  the  annual  salary. 

He  next  describes  in  detail  the  step  by 
step  procedure  of  presentation  to  the 
committee.  The  document  becomes  the 
basis  of  negotiation.  He  suggests  that  the 
committee  set  the  actual  cash  salary 
last,  after  consideration  of  non-cost 
matters,  work  arrangements,  and  fringe 
benefits.  Otherwise,  such  matters  never 
receive  the  attention  they  deserve. 

“Who  speaks  for  the  staff?”  is  an¬ 
swered  in  another  chapter  dealing  with 
alternatives  for  a  multi-staff  church.  He 
offers  a  model  document  to  illustrate  his 
thesis  in  Chapter  5. 

Mr.  Berger  renders  a  valuable  service 
to  most  of  us  with  these  adaptable 
guidelines.  I  have  sat  through  19  such 
committees  in  my  ministry,  often 
wishing  for  a  more  credible  means  of 
establishing  a  salary  than  the  how- 
popular-is-the-preacher  process  we  used. 

Perhaps  the  laypersons  wished  that, 
too.  Thanks  to  Mr.  Berger,  we  now  have 
a  credible  process,  and  I,  for  one,  intend 
to  use  it. 

(Mr.  Chesnutt  is  pastor  of  Grace 
United  Methodist  Church,  El  Paso, 
Texas. ) 


liillboard  of  tltanhs  to  God 


PHOENIX.  Ariz.  —  Behind  10  large  billboards  in  Phoenix 
displaying  a  message  of  thanks  is  a  story  of  solid  courage, 
dependence  on  God.  as  well  as  gratefulness  to  fellowmen. 
Behind  the  message  is  the  story  of  a  health  battle  waged  by 
Mike  Montesano.  a  Phoenix  liquor  store  owner.  In  June  1973. 
Mr.  Montesano  learned  that  he  had  a  serious  case  of  cerebral 
cancer.  His  health  failing  rapidly,  he  began  taking  X-ray 
treatments  at  Good  Samaritan  Hospital.  Soon  he  was  getting 


telephone  calls  and  letters  telling  him  that  his  friends  were 
praying  for  him.  After  his  33rd  treatment  at  the  hospital,  Mr. 
Montesano  went  home  to  relax  and  felt  new  strength.  He 
returned  to  the  hospital  to  be  told  by  doctors  that  there  was  no 
sign  of  the  cancer.  "I  was  convinced  that  the  prayers  of  my 
friends  had  done  this.”  he  said,  and  as  a  gesture  of  ap¬ 
preciation  he  purchased  the  billboard  space  to  thank  God  and 
his  friends.  religious  news  service  photo 


UM  churches  damaged 
badly  by  tornadoes 


Pastors  given  guidelines 
for  salary  negotiations 
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Streakers  be  wear! 

ORWIGSBURG,  Pa.  —  The  Rev.  John  Ness.  Jr.,  of  the  Salem  United  Methodist 
church  in  Orwigsburg.  Pa.,  puts  a  timely  message  on  his  church's  bulletin  board. 

RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 


the  church  today 


Two  Methodist  schools  chosen 
to  perform  at  Kennedy  Center 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (UMC)  —  Two 
United  Methodist  universities  have  been 
chosen  from  more  than  300  entries  to 
participate  along  with  eight  other  schools 
in  a  National  American  College  Theatre 
Festival  at  the  John  F.  Kennedy  Center 
for  the  Performing  Arts  in  Washington 
April  15-27. 

Alaska  Methodist  University, 
Anchorage,  will  present  “Song  of  the 
Great  Land,”  a  symphonic  poem  written, 
produced  and  directed  by  AMU  faculty 
member  Frank  Brink. 

Southern  Methodist  University,  Dallas, 
will  present  the  new  British  musical 
“Liberty  Ranch,"  which  had  its 
American  permiere  in  a  two-week  run 
last  fall  at  SMU’s  Bob  Hope  Theatre.  The 
Theatre  Department  at  SMU  is  one  of 
only  a  few  university  theatre  programs 
which  have  twice  been  invited  to  present 
performances  at  the  national  festival. 

Pension  board  expands  benefits 

EVANSTON,  Ill.  (UMC)  —  Benefits  of 
two  programs  operated  by  the  United 
Methodist  Church’s  General  Board  of 
Pensions  were  expanded  substantially  by 
the  agency’s  executive  committee 
meeting  here  March  13. 

Under  the  action,  the  maximum 
lifetime  coverage  available  in  the 
Hospitalization  and  Medical  Expense 
Program  was  raised  from  $25,000  to 
$250,000. 

In  addition,  the  executive  committee 
authorized  a  refund  of  at  least  $500,000 
from  surplus  funds  in  HMEP  to  par¬ 
ticipating  groups  on  a  formula  based  on 
their  claim  experience  for  the  past  three 
years.  The  plan  also  will  pick  up  a  series 
of  deductible  items  recently  announced 
by  Medicare. 

The  Rev.  Claire  C.  Hoyt,  general 
secretary  of  the  board,  said  the  changes 
were  made  possible  in  the  face  of  soaring 
medical  costs  by  a  favorable  claim  ex¬ 
perience,  and  an  increase  in  premium 
rates  put  into  effect  a  year  ago. 

In  the  other  expansion,  the  Board  of 
Pensions  will  make  a  payment  to  a 
participant  in  the  Death  Benefit  Plan 
upon  the  death  of  a  spouse. 

Black  college  gospel 
album  now  available 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMC)  —  The 
first  of  two  long-play  albums  featuring 
selections  recorded  live  at  the  first  an¬ 
nual  “National  Black  College  Gospel 
Festival”  in  Atlanta  November  23-24  has 
been  produced  through  the  cooperation  of 
United  Ministries  in  Higher  Education. 

Slating  another  festival  later  this  year, 
the  planners  say  the  new  black 
awareness  has  enabled  gospel  music  to 
be  as  acceptable  a  music  medium  as  any 
other  type.  “This  conflict  is  really  not 
necessary  and  w»H  be  resolved  as  young 


blacks,  trained  in  both  the  classicals  and 
gospels,  develop  a  musical  style  that  will 
include  a  skillful  rendering  of  both 
types.  .  .  a  legitimate  expression  of  the 
faith,  culture  and  artistry  of  black 
people,"  they  state. 

The  record  may  be  ordered  by  sending 
$5  to  UMHE,  P.O.  Box  871,  Nashville,  TN. 
37202. 


Bicentennial  song  contest 
announced 

DALLAS  —  The  Choristers  Guild  has 
announced  national  competition  for 
original  texts  and  new  musical  settings  of 
existing  texts  appropriate  for  the 
American  Bicentennial  in  1976. 

All  winning  entries  will  be  published  by 
the  Choristers  Guild  for  performance  in 
schools  and  use  in  churches  and  choral 
festivals  throughout  the  country. 

Entries  should  be  sent  to:  440  North- 
lake  Shopping  Center,  Dallas,  Texas. 

Choristers  Guild  is  a  loose  con¬ 
federation  of  some  8,000  children  and 
youth  choir  directors  of  all 
denominations  to  share  problems,  needs, 
hopes  and  plans  in  building  “Christian 
Character  Through  Children’s  and  Youth 
Choirs.” 


Tithe  of  agricultural 
products  urged 


WASHINGTON.  DC.  —  James 
MacCracken,  relief  executive  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches,  has  urged 
a  Senate  committee  here  to  pass 
legislation  that  would  reserve  10  percent 
of  exportable  agricultural  commodities 
to  help  meet  world  food  needs. 

“Generally  speaking,”  he  declared,  “it 
seems  clear  that  the  presence  of  reserve 
stocks  in  this  country  would  enhance  our 
ability  to  respond  affirmatively  to  relief 
and  development  food  needs  overseas 
and  would  help  avoid  dislocation  of 
existing  programs.” 

Mr.  MacCracken  further  argued  that 
agricultural  reserves  could  lessen  the 
chances  of  sudden  price  rises  which  have 
reduced  the  purchasing  power  of 
agencies  using  U.S.  surplus  food  for 
relief  under  Public  Law  480. 
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Jesus  Christ: 

By  GEORGIA  HARKNESS 
Special  to  the  TM/UMR 

Jesus  Christ  —  who  is  he?  Doesn’t 
everybody  know?  Perhaps;  but  again, 
perhaps  not.  Through  the  centuries  there 
have  been  various  and  differing  thoughts 
about  him. 

First  of  all,  he  was  Jesus  the  man  of 
Galilee,  who  lived  in  the  northern  part  of 
what  is  now  Israel  but  in  his  time  was  a 
province  of  the  Roman  empire. 

If  he  was  not  a  man  in  a  true  sense,  the 
Christmas  story  of  the  baby  born  in 
Bethlehem  and  the  crucifixion  story  of 
the  man  who  died  a  felon’s  death  on  a 
trumped  up  charge  on  a  hill  outside 
Jerusalem  have  no  special  meaning. 

Without  belief  in  the  real  humanity  of 
Jesus,  the  central  Christian  doctrine  of 
the  incarnation  —  the  belief  that  "the 
Word  became  flesh  and  dwelt  among  us, 
full  of  grace  and  truth”  (John  1:14)  — 
falls  to  the  ground. 

It  may  seem  that  this  needs  no  em¬ 
phasis.  Yet  the  earliest  heresy  in  the 
Christian  church  was  the  belief  that 
Jesus  only  appeared  to  be  real,  for  he 
was  God  and  not  man.  Again  and  again 
this  assumption  has  cropped  up,  and  we 
find  it  today  among  some  who  fear  that  to 
stress  the  humanity  of  Jesus  is  to  deny 
his  divinity. 

The  central  stream  of  Christian  faith 
insists  on  holding  both  these  elements 
together. 

We  must  not  hesitate  to  say  that  Jesus 
was  man.  But  what  an  amazing  man  he 
was!  Nobody  else  who  ever  lived  has 
influenced  the  course  of  world  history  as 
much  as  he. 

There  was  little  in  his  environment  to 
account  for  this.  He  lived  in  a  minor 
province  of  occupied  territory  and  grew 
up  in  a  small  out-of-the-way  village 
which  we  probably  would  not  have  heard 
of  if  he  had  not  lived  there. 

His  parents  were  devout  Jewish  people 
who  doubtless  taught  him  to  honor  the 
wisdom  of  his  fathers.  Very  likely  he 
attended  the  local  synagogue  school 
where  he  became  familiar  with  the 
Hebrew  Scriptures.  But  his  occupation 
until  he  became  an  itinerant  preacher  at 
about  the  age  of  30  was  that  of  a  car¬ 
penter,  not  of  a  distinguished  writer, 
scholar  or  statesman. 

It  is  doubtful  that  his  Nazareth  friends, 
or  many  others  of  his  time,  ever  expected 
Jesus  to  become  a  famous  person. 

Yet  one  cannot  relate  the  history  of  the 
world  and  leave  Jesus  out.  One  cannot 
think  about  great  art  or  great  music  or 
great  literature  through  the  ages  and 
overlook  him.  His  words  are  embedded  in 
our  language  and,  let  us  hope,  in  our 
consciences. 

When  we  think  of  all  that  has  come 
from  him  in  the  impulse  to  human 
freedom,  the  conquest  of  disease,  the 
challenging  of  ignorance,  sensitivity  to 
the  needs  of  those  in  every  kind  of  suf¬ 
fering,  the  prophetic  opposition  to  in¬ 
justice  and  the  strengthening  and 
enriching  of  the  lives  of  millions  of  his 
followers  around  the  world,  Jesus 
himself  is  a  greater  miracle  than  any  of 
the  miracles  he  wrought. 

So  great  a  man  was  Jesus  that  we 
figure  our  dates  in  history  from  the  year 


who  is  He? 

when  it  is  believed  that  he  was  bom, 
though  actually  he  may  have  been  born  a 
few  years  earlier.  But  it  is  not  simply  as  a 
great  man  that  Christians  look  to  Jesus. 
It  is  because  Jesus  Christ  is  the  Son  of 
God,  our  Lord  and  Savior,  that  he  stands 
at  the  center  of  Christian  faith. 

Father,  Son  and  Holy  Spirit  —  this  is 
the  Christian  Trinity.  But  this  does  not 
mean  that  we  worship  three  gods.  The 
Christian  faith  is  monotheistic;  we  af¬ 
firm  and  worship  the  one  God  in  three 
essential  manifestations. 

These  are  of  God  as  the  creator  and 
ruler  of  the  world,  the  father  of  mankind  ; 
Jesus  Christ  as  the  Son  of  God  with  a 
unique  mission  and  message  of  salvation 
through  the  forgiveness  and  love  of  God; 
and  the  Holy  Spirit  as  God  ever  present 
with  us  for  guidance,  for  comfort  and  for 
strength. 

In  what  sense,  then,  can  we  say  that 
Jesus  is  God’s  Son,  our  divine  Lord? 
Christians  are  often  called  "believers,” 
though  perhaps  this  term  is  heard  less 
often  than  formerly.  In  any  case,  to 
"believe  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ”  is  a 
familiar  New-  Testament  phrase.  What 
does  it  mean? 

It  means,  in  the  first  place,  that  what 
Jesus  taught  about  God  and  God’s  will  for 
our  lives  is  true  and  should  be  taken  very 
seriously.  But  it  means  also  the  com¬ 
mitment  of  our  lives  to  Christ  to  find  in 
him  new  life  and  new  power  to  do  the  will 
of  God  within  the  circumstances  of  our 
time. 

It  is  not  too  difficult  to  summarize  what 
Jesus  taught,  though  the  ramifications 
are  endless.  About  God  the  father  he 
taught  that  God  loves  all  of  his  human 
children  and  is  concerned  that  we  live 
together  in  brotherhood.  About  our¬ 
selves,  he  taught  that  we  are  weak  and 
sinful  at  best,  but  still  creatures  of 
supreme  worth  to  God,  and  that  God 
accepts  and  forgives  the  penitent. 

About  the  good  life,  he  summed  it  up  in 
the  Beatitudes  as  one  of  simplicity  of 
spirit,  comforted  sorrow,  humility, 
aspiration  after  goodness,  compassion, 
purity  of  heart,  peace-making,  and 
steadfast  devotion  to  the  rule  of  God. 

Our  supreme  obligation  centers  in  the 
love  of  God  and  neighbor,  even  to  loving 
our  enemies. 

Obviously,  these  requirements  are 
much  easier  to  state  than  to  live  by! 
Where  shall  we  find  the  power?  Jesus 
demonstrated  in  his  own  living  the  kind 
of  life  that  he  talked  about. 

Not  only  did  he  set  before  men  the 
pattern  of  the  God-filled  life,  he  released 
in  his  own  being  new  sources  of  power. 
Not  only  is  he  Jesus  the  man  of  Galilee, 
he  is  Christ,  "the  anointed  one,”  the 
living  and  eternal  Presence  in  the  lives  of 
followers  who  respond  to  his  call. 

When  Jesus  spoke  to  Peter  and 
Andrew.  James  and  John  on  the  shore  of 
Lake  Galilee,  his  call  was  simply, 
"Follow  me.”  But  it  entailed  a  world  of 
consequences!  The  same  call  comes  to  us 
today,  and  if  it  were  fully  and  widely 
accepted,  it  could  change  our  world. 
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No  missionaries  in  China’s  future 

Scholar  urges  appreciation  of  i caring  aspect  9  of  culture 


By  JUDY  WEIDMAN 
Associate  Editor 

China  —  a  new,  open  door  to  the  West 
politically  and  culturally.  But  what  about 
the  church?  Are  those  grand  missionary 
efforts  of  earlier  decades  lost  forever? 

It’s  too  early  to  tell,  says  Raymond 
Whitehead,  Asia  research  consultant  for 
the  National  Council  of  Churches  and  a 
lecturer  in  ethics  at  the  Chinese 
University  of  Hong  Kong. 

But  he  is  certain  that  missionaries  will 
not  be  allowed  back  into  China  any  time 
soon. 


One  of  15  scholars  who  toured  the 
People’s  Republic  for  five  weeks  in  1971 
shortly  after  the  breakthrough  visit  by 
the  American  ping  pong  team,  Dr. 
Whitehead  says  information  reaching 
Hong  Kong  indicates  a  small  Christian 
presence  in  the  major  Chinese  cities  as 
well  as  some  rural  areas. 

Reports  of  public  weddings  and 
funerals  have  filtered  out  of  Fu  Kien, 
formerly  the  strongest  Christian 
province,  he  noted. 

One  of  a  few  reliable  bits  of  statistics 


Behind  the  Iron  Curtain 


Churches  back  positive 
government  programs 


WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (UMC)  — 
Christian  churches  in  Eastern  Europe  do 
attempt  to  influence  their  governments 
but  must  work  from  a  different  base  and 
understanding  than  in  the  U.S.,  visiting 
churchmen  stressed  here. 

Beginning  a  month-long  visit  to  the  U. 
S.  in  the  interest  of  improved  contacts  for 
U.  S.  Christians  with  those  in  Socialist 
nations,  the  group  indicated  that  the 
question  of  church  influence  is  asked 
them  almost  everywhere  in  the  West. 

Dr.  Adam  Kuczma,  head  of  the  Polish 
Methodist  Conference  and  principal  of  its 
English  College  in  Warsaw,  pointed  out 
that  "our  mono-party  system  doesn’t 
give  a  chance  to  outsiders  to  be  heard”  in 
making  decisions,  “so  we  try  as 
Christians  to  concentrate  on  the  positive 
items  of  our  government  policy  — 
peaceful  co-existence,  cultural  ex¬ 
change,  mutual  cooperation.”  Support 
also  is  given  things  "we  feel  are  good  for 
our  people.” 

He  urged  Americans  to  understand  the 
•differences  in  political  structure,  as  did 
the  Rev.  Johannes  Althausen,  director  of 
the  Ecumenical  Institute  in  East  Berlin. 
Dr.  Althausen  stressed  that  there  must 
be  an  attempt  to  gain  understanding  first 
—  “If  no  one  listens,  does  it  help  to  speak 
out?”  He  added  that  some  talks  by 
churchmen  with  government  officials 
are  unpublicized. 


Dr.  Kuczma  pointed  out  that  theology 
for  a  minority  church,  such  as 
Methodists  and  other  Protestants  in 
Poland,  is  motivated  by  the  need  for 
unity,  the  greater  effectiveness  if 
churches  work  together. 

While  the  typical  American  seems  to 
think  Christians  in  Eastern  Europe 
should  be  labeled  as  Communists,  said 
the  Polish  educator,  a  Christian  should 
be  understood  as  one  fully  submitted  to 
the  will  of  God.” 

The  group,  which  has  been  speaking  at 
various  places  across  the  country,  is  here 
under  sponsorship  of  Christians 
Associated  for  Relations  with  Eastern 
Europe,  a  successor  to  the  U.  S.  unit  of 
the  Christian  Peace  Conference. 

Members  said  that,  though  there  are 
more  people  than  ever  before  who  know 
nothing  about  what  Christianity  means, 
they  find  in  their  countries  a  deep  in¬ 
terest  in  the  Bible  and  in  "knowing  the 
inside  of  the  message.”  This,  they  added, 
has  led  the  churches  to  greater  concern 
with  interpretation  of  the  Bible  for  today 
for  the  congregation  and  for  society. 

Asked  about  U.  S.  -  Soviet  detente  and 
occupation  troops,  they  said  their 
churches  also  have  worked  for  detente 
between  the  great  powers  and  urged  that 
it  would  be  a  "strong  step  for  peace”  if 
both  sides  were  to  reduce  their  troop 
strength  in  European  countries. 


reveals  worshipping  units  totaling  500 
persons  in  Nanking,  he  said,  adding  that 
an  Anglican  bishop  who  once  headed  the 
seminary  in  that  province  is  now  ex¬ 
ploring  ways  the  school  might  reopen. 

A  sort  of  worker-priest  system  where 
students  would  study  while  holding  a 
regular  job  looks  like  one  of  the  better 
possibilities,  Dr.  Whitehead  said.  But 
over  the  long  haul  the  church  in  China 
faces  an  uphill  battle,  according  to  the 
scholar,  and  not  just  because  the  society 
is  governed  by  an  atheistic  philosophy. 

The  church  still  carries  the  stigma  of 
being  a  tool  of  the  West,  and  this  has 
made  Christians  suspect  as  subversives, 
he  explained. 

On  a  more  positive  note,  however,  he 
said  the  thawing  of  the  Cold  War  may 
mean  the  church  in  China  will  be  able  to 
function  a  little  more  openly. 

But  missionaries,  no,  at  least  not  from 
America. 

"On  the  other  hand,  I  think  maybe 
Asian  and  Africart  and  Latin  American 
Christians  who  don’t  carry  with  them  the 
stigma  of  Western  imperialism  might  be 
in  a  better  position  for  the  kind  of  con¬ 
versations  that  can  introduce  Christian 
ideas  than  we  Americans  will  be  for 
decades  to  come.” 

The  point  of  contact?  The  caring, 
humanistic  aspects  of  Chinese  culture, 
says  Dr.  Whitehead. .  Here’s  how  he 
analyzes  the  situation: 

Christians  have  tended  to  back  off  from 
the  Chinese  revolution.  After  all,  it.  talks 
about  violence;  it’s  secular,  atheistic. 
But  a  second  look  shows  many  positive 
developments  in  areas  like  health  care 
and  education,  goals  and  values 
Christians  affirm. 

How,  then,  as  Christians  can  we  relate 
to  the  new  China? 

For  one  thing,  says  Dr.  Whitehead,  we 
can  view  the  Chinese  not  as  totally  bad 
and  objects  to  be  convereted  but  openly 
and  gratefully  as  a  people  and  a  culture 
from  whom  we  have  much  to  learn. 

Just  from  a  practical  standpoint,  he 
added,  we  must  learn  to  live  with  and 
understand  this  country  which  claims 
one-fourth  of  the  world’s  population  if  we 
are  to  live  in  peace. 

Reflecting  the  usual  Western 
fascination  with  acupunture,  the  scholar 
also  observed  during  his  visit  a  medical 


Church  leaders  focus  on  Pikeville 

Ad  hoc  group  plans  non-violent  activities  to  end  strike 


By  BILL  BUCHANAN 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

PIKEVILLE,  Ky.  —  A  concerted 
effort  to  gain  recognition  for  unionized 
workers  at  strike-plagued  Methodist 
Hospital  here  was  launched  last  week  by 
an  ad  hoc  group  of  church  persons. 

Sponsored  by  the  Appalachian 
Development  Committee  (ADC)  the 
group  set  its  sights  on  forcing  the  hand  of 
the  hospital’s  administration  through  a 
series  of  nonviolent,  high-visibility, 
consciousness-raising  events.  The  ADC  is 
a  multi-denominational  group  in 
Appalachia  with  strong  United  Methodist 
ties. 

At  press  time  the  group  of  clergy  and 
laity  were  convening  in  front  of  the 
hospital  for  a  public  worship  service  and 
demonstration. 

The  gathering,  explained  the  Rev. 
Robert  E.  -Criukshank,  a  United 
Methodist  pastor  in  Charleston  Heights, 
W.  Va.,  and  an  active  participant  in  the 
ADC,  “is  to  focus  attention  on  and  to  pray 
for  the  strikers  as  well  as  the  hospital’s 
administration  and  the  Kentucky  Annual 
Conference.” 

Dr.  Robert  Forrester,  pastor  of  the 
Jackson  (Ky.)  United  Methodist  Church, 
said  that  the  group  plans  a  continuing 
series  of  such  events.  ) 

“We  plan  to  do  whatever  is  necessary 
that  is  nonviolent  to  gain  recognition 
for  the  workers  while  being  as  visible  as 
possible.  We’ll  even  go  to  jail  if  we  have 


to,”  Said  Dr.  Forrester,  who  was  elected 
chairperson  of  the  ad  hoc  committee. 

Both  men  agreed  that  while  such  ac¬ 
tivities  are  necessary  in  order  to  gain 
public  support,  the  real  change- 
producing  leverage  will  have  to  be 
gained  with  the  Kentucky  Annual  Con¬ 
ference.  , 

The  conference  is  the  entity  which 
legally  has  the  power  to  appoint  the 
members  of  the  hospital’s  board  of 
trustees.  The  trustees  in  turn  set  hospital 
policy.  And  that  policy  to  date  has  been  to 
refuse  to  recognize  the  Communications 
Workers  of  America  (CWA),  the  labor 
union  the  hospital’s  nonprofessional 
workers  chose  as  a  bargaining  agent. 

The  strike,  which  is  now  almost  two 
years  old,  has  been  stalemated  almost 
from  the  beginning,  the  men  explained. 

In  June  of  1972,  238  of  the  workers 
walked  off  their  jobs.  Of  that  number  50 
returned  to  their  positions  but  the  rest 
were  fired  and  replaced. 

The  ad  hoc  committee  is  asking  for 
recognition  of  the  CWA  and  the  rehiring 
of  the  fired  workers. 

The  National  Labor  Relations  Board, 
the  federal  agency  which  normally  ar¬ 
bitrates  such  matters,  is  prohibited  from 
intervening  in  the  Pikeville  strike 
because  of  the  hospital's  nonprofit  status. 

The  committee’s  theological  stance  is 
based  on  the  church’s  Statement  of  Social 
Principles  adopted  by  the  1972  General 
Conference.  ‘It  affirms  the  rights  of 


workers  to  organize  for  collective 
bargaining  and  the  moral  obligation  of 
management  to  recognize  that  right. 

In  addition  to  the  series  of  high- 
visibility  events,  the  ad  hoc  committee 
has  also  requested  the  Methodist 
Federation  for  Social  Action,  an  unof¬ 
ficial  church  group  committed  to  social 
change,  to  sponsor  two  "observers”  in 
Pikeville  until  the  strike  is  settled. 

The  purpose  of  the  observers  will  be  to 
help  organize  mass  events  as  well  as  to 
keep  the  constituency  of  the  ad  hoc  group 
abreast  of  all  developments. 

Dr.  Forrester  noted  there  is  a  seeming 
lack  of  involvement  on  the  part  of 
Kentucky  churchmen  and  attributed  this 
to  "pressures  from  the  powers  that  be 

By  way  of  illustration,  Dr.  Forrester 
said  after  he  became  involved  with  the 
workers  a  Kentucky  Conference  district 
superintendent  "told  me  that  *what 
you're  doing  is  no  way  to  get  ahpad  in  the 


system  using  paramedical  workers 
which  he  feels  makes  health  care  more 
widely  available  to  persons  than  in  our 
country. 

The  Chinese  educational  system,  too, 
he  believes  has  much  to  offer  the  West  in 
its  emphasis  on  learning  as  a  tool  for 
serving  society  rather  than  climbing  the 
ladder  economically. 

"So  I  think  we  have  to  move  beyond  our 
hangups  about  a  godless  communism 
and  affirm  many  of  the  things  China  is 
doing  —  feeding  their  people,  giving 
them  some  basic  dignity,  education  and 
health  care  —  many  of  the  goals  of  the 
missionaries.  We  must  approach  the 
Chinese  as  persons  who  are  concerned 
xabout  individuals  and  society  and  discuss 
how  we  go  about  it  in  our  respective 
ways." 

He  pointed  to  a  great  reservoir  of  care 
and  concern  in  the  Chinese  culture 
coming  from  such  diverse  sources  as  the 
Confucian  virtue  of  benevolence  and  the 
directive  from  Mao  Tse-tung  to  care  for 
one  another,  as  well  as  the  traditional 
Chinese  emphasis  on  the  family  and  the 
typical  egalitarian  spirit  which  surfaces 
during  revolutionary  struggles. 

Dr.  Whitehead  concluded  that  our 
challenge  in  the  West  is  to  develop  a 
philosophy  of  mission  that  falls 
somewhere  between  spiritual  assault  and 
isolationism. 

He  called  for  humility  in  avoiding  anew 
the  temptation  to  go  rushing  in  with  all 
the  answers. 

"We  have  to  find  exciting  and  creative 
ways  to  express  Christian  concern  for  the 
world  that  goes  beyond  the  19th  Century 
tradition  of  sending  and  telling,”  he 
asserted. 

Nader  scores 
the  church  on 
consumer  issue 

HOUSTON  (RNS)  —  Consumer  ad¬ 
vocate  Ralph  Nader  said  here  that  the 
church  has  a  poor  track  record  in  con¬ 
sumer  protection. 

Mr.  Nader  addressed  some  300  persons 
from  22  states  attending  a  seminar  on 
Christian  reaction  to  the  economic  crisis 
sponsored  by  the  Christian  Life  Com¬ 
mission  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention. 

"We  have  long  recognized  civic  rights 
but  not  civic  responsibilities,”  Mr.  Nader 
said.  "The  church  never  comes  to  terms 
with  the  need  to  come  to  terms  with 
power.” 

In  his  opinion,  the  American  people  are 
waiting  for  the  church  to  be  the  ethical 
spokesman  in  consumer  affairs  andbther 
public  matters,  as  he  held,  it  was  on  the 
Vietnam  war. 


BULLETIN 


PIKEVILLE,  Ky .  —  A  worship  service- 
demonstration  in  support  of  striking 
workers  at  Methodist  Hospital  here 
reportedly  erupted  in  violence,  early  this 
week,  resulting  in  the  arrest  of  seven 
persons,  including  one  United  Methodist 
minister.  (See  related  story.) 

According  to  a  spokesperson  on  the 
scene  an  altercation  between  Kentucky 
State  Police  and  two  female  demonstra¬ 
tors  occurred  when  the  women  at¬ 
tempted  to  enter  the  hospital. 

Among  the  persons  arrested  was  the 
..w  ..~j  x,.  u..  vk  in  un  Rev  Robert  Forrester,  pastor  of  the 

church.’  That  kind  ^of  attitudT'makes  Jackson  (Ky  )  United  Methodist  Church, 
people  afraid  to  try  to  do  anything.  And  .  -°  w^s  c°nducting  the  worship  service 
that  (attitude)  is  what  we’re  really  ..  °*  hospital  at  the  time  of  the 
fighting  here.” 


disturbance. 


Kent  State  indictments 
bring  praise  of  system 


WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  (UMC)  -  Relief, 
sorrow  and  gratification  were  among  the 
reactions  here  to  grand  jury  indictments 
in  the  1970  shooting  of  Kent  State  College 
students.  A  federal  jury  indicted  eight 
Ohio  National  Guard  members  March  29 
in  the  deaths  of  four  students  on  charges 
of  assaulting  the  students  and  depriving 
them  of  their  constitutional  rights. 

Gratification  that  “the  system  is 
functioning"  was  voiced  by  the  Rev.  John 
P.  Adams,  staff  member  of  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Church  and  Society, 
who  has  worked  with  the  students' 
families  and  others  to  gain  a  full  in¬ 
vestigation  of  the  shootings.  Mr.  Adams 
met  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  on  March  31  with 
the  parents  of  those  killed  and  wounded 
in  the  campus  fracas,  for  whom  he  has 
provided  liaison  with  all  branches  of  the 
Federal  government. 

Mr.  Adams  said  the  indictments  are 
significant,  even  after  the  long  delay,  in 
"demonstrating  that  a  comprehensive 
examination  would  reveal  there  are 
persons  who  may  have  committed 
federal  crimes." 

The  parents,  according  to  Mr.  Adams, 
expressed  relief  over  the  jury’s  actions, 
mixed  with  sorrow  over  the  long  struggle 
for  a  "response  by  those  in  authority.” 
He  said  they  are  not  vindictive,  but  do, 
feel  that  an  “unfair  cloud  of  guilt”  over 
their  sons  and  daughters  has  been 
dispersed.  They  sense  a  feeling  by  many 
that  the  students  "were  guilty  because 
they  were  shot." 


At  the  same  time,  the  parents  would 
make  no  specific  comments  regarding 
the  indictments,  because  the  guardsmen 
now  charged  "are  to  be  presumed  in¬ 
nocent  until  proven  guilty”  and  because 
the  parents  "insist  upon  respecting  the 
constitutional  rights  of  the  accused.” 

Mr.  Adams  said  the  indictments  may 
have  effect  upon  a  libel  suit  filed  against 
the  board  by  one  of  the  guardsmen,  since 
the  forthcoming  trial  will  put  on  public 
record  some  of  the  evidence  not  there  to 
date. 

The  parents,  who  have  been  meeting 
together  twice  a  year  since  the  shooting, 
issued  a  statement  in  Cleveland  critical 
of  the  long  delay  in  the  inquiry,  which 
they  said  might  be  accounted  for  by 
"political  motivations  of  the 
Administration’’  and  "political  in¬ 
terference  with  the  judicial  process.” 
The  delay  is  to  be  investigated  by  the 
House  Judiciary  Committee. 

The  parents  pointed  out  that  Attorney 
General  John  Mitchell’s  decision  not  to 
allow  a  federal  grand  jury  was  made 
"when  he  was  already  actively  engaged 
in  the  management  of  President  Nixon’s 
re-election  campaign,  and  in  the  face  of 
the  strong  conclusions  of  the  Scranton 
Commission  that  the  shootings  were 
‘unnecessary,  unwarranted  ,and  inex- . 
cusable’.”  They  noted  alsi)  that  a  White 
House  letter,  only  a  few  weeks  before  the 
inquiry  was  reopened,  had  ruled  out  a 
grand  jury  and  had  indicated  such  a 
probe  would  result  in  no  indictments. 


Advisory  Conunittee  for  Educational 
Opportunities  for  Clergy  and  Laity 

In  cooperation  with  New  College  of  the  University  of  Edinburgh 

An  educational  program  on 
"The  Living  Word  and  the  World” 
at  Edinburgh,  Scotland. 

Session  One:  June  24-July  9,  1974, 
Atlanta  and  Philadelphia 
Session  Two:  August  7-22,  1974, 
Dallas  and  Chicago 

Faculty  includes: 

Dr.  James  Stuart _ "The  Continuing  Challenge  &  Opportunity  of  Preaching” 

Dr.  William  Barclay . "Handling  The  Word” 

Dr.  John  McIntyre . "Faith  &  Imagination” 

Dr.  Frank  Whaling . "The  Wesleys'  Study  In  Origins” 

Dr.  Franz  Hildebrand . "Methodist  Emphasis  In  Doctrine” 

Dr.  J.  C.  Blackie . "Four  Pastoral  Occasions” 

Dr.  G.  Anderson . "Old  Testament  Studies” 

Dr.  H.  Anderson . "New  Testament  Studies” 

Dr.  John  Gray . . "Educating  The  Children” 

Dr.  Leonard  Small . "Preaching  For  The  Seventies” 

$668 

Visit:  London,  English  Countryside,  Scotland  and  Edinburgh 


$50  scholarship 
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conference  reports 


to  be  mailed  May  1 


Each  year,  prior  to  the  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  meeting  at  Centenary  College  in 
Shreveport,  the  Conference  Council  on 
Ministries  office  in  Shreveport  prepares 
booklets  of  reports  of  the  various  con¬ 
ference  boards  and  agencies  covering  the 
previous  year’s  activities,  to  be  mailed  to 
all  pastors  and  lay  members  of  the 
Annual  Conference.  Conference  rules 
provide  that  these  reports  be  mailed  by 
May  1,  approximately  30  days  before  the 
beginning  of  the  Annual  Conference 
session. 

These  reports  contain  general  in- 


CHURCH  MEMBERS  HONORED:  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Edgar  E.  Cayard  are  shown 
being  presented  a  plaque  honoring  them 
as  "outstanding  members  of  the  cen¬ 
tury”  from  James  E.  Fort,  on  behalf  of 
the  Algiers  church  in  New  Orleans.  Mr. 
Cayard  was  selected  as  the  "Outstanding 
Layman  In  Methodism”  in  the  New 
Orleans  District  in  1956,  and  served  the 
Algiers  church  as  Church  school 
superintendent  for  more  than  50  years. 
Mrs.  Cayard  was  the  "Methodist  Woman 
of  the  Year"  in  1967  in  the  District. 


formation  on  the  activities  of  the 
structural  organizations  within  the  state¬ 
wide  church,  called  the  Annual  Con¬ 
ference.  In  addition,  there  is  proposed 
legislation  to  be  voted  on  by  the  clerical 
and  lay  members. 

Annual  Conference  this  year,  will  be 
held  May  28-31,  Tuesday  through  Friday 
on  the  campus  of  Centenary  College  in 
Shreveport,  presided  over  by  Bishop 
Finis  A.  Crutchfield,  resident  bishop  of 
the  Louisiana  Area. 

The  session  begins  Tuesday,  May  28, 
with  registration  of  delegates  from  9:30 
AM  to  5:30  PM  in  the  Student  Union 
Building.  This  year,  members  will 
register  by  districts,  and  will  be  issued 
distinctive  colored  ribbons  to  identify 
them  as  members,  either  lay  or  clerical. 

The  official  activities  began  at  4 :00  PM 
at  First  Church,  Shreveport,  with  the 
Memorial  Service  and  Holy  Communion. 
Later,  that  evening,  the  first  business 
session  of  the  conference  will  get  under 
way  in  the  "Gold  Dome”  at  Centenary 
College. 

All  pastors  are  reminded  that  they  will 
receive  two  copies  of  the  "Pre- 
Conference  Reports,”  and  are  asked  to 
be  sure  to  get  the  second  copy  to  their 
corresponding  lay  member  of  their 
church,  so  that  both  will  be  informed  as 
to  the  business  to  take  place  at  the 
Annual  Conference  Session. 

This  year,  as  in  the  past,  there  will  be 
Lay  Member  Training  Sessions,  one  to  be 
held  in  each  district  the  first  part  of  May 
to  inform  and  instruct  both  lay  and 
clerical  members  as  to  upcoming 
legislation  and  other  business.  Dates  and 
places  of  these  events  will  be  listed 
elsewhere. 


FAR  EAST  TRIP:  A  Japanese  photographer  took  this  picture  at  a  reception  given 
recently  in  Tokyo  by  General  Lawrence  Snowden,  honoring  Bishop  Finis  A.  Crut¬ 
chfield  of  Louisiana  .(LEFT  TO  RIGHT)  Col.  Douglas  Herbert,  chaplain  in  Sapporo. 
Japan:  Dr.  Creighton  Lacy,  visiting  professor  in  Philosophy  at  International 
Christian  University,  Tokyo:  Dr.  Purnell  Hailey,  Executive  Director  of  the  United 
Methodist  Commission  on  Chaplains,  Washington.  D.  C.;  General  Lawrence 
Snowden,  host.  Commander  of  all  U.S.  Forces  in  Japan,  and  Bishop  Crutchfield. 


Lay  member  training 
for  Annual  Conference 


District  information  sessions  have 
been  scheduled  during  the  first  part  of 
May  to  provide  information  and  in¬ 
structions  about  the  upcoming  Annual 
Conference  Session,  May  28-31  to  the  lay 
members  and  their  pastors  of  the 
churches  in  Louisiana. 

All  of  these  district  meetings  have  been 
scheduled  for  7:00  PM. 

Dates  and  places  for  the  district 
meetings  are  listed  below: 

Shreveport  District,  Apr.  30,  R.  E. 
Smith  Bldg.,  Centenary  College;  Monroe 
District,  May  1,  McGuire  church,  West 
Monroe;  Alexandria  District,  May  2, 
Trinity  church,  Alexandria;  Lafayette 
District,  May  3,  First  church,  Franklin; 
Lake  Charles  District,  May  6,  First 


church,  Iowa;  Natchitoches  District, 
May  8,  First  church,  Natchitoches; 
Baton  Rouge  District,  May  9,  Ingleside 
church,  Baton  Rouge;  Hammond 
District,  May  10,  First  church,  Ham 
mond;  New  Orleans  District,  May  id; 
and  Ruston  District,  May  20,  First 
church,  Arcadia. 

This  year  for  the  first  time,  due  to 
amendments  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
general  church,  each  district  will  name 
additional  lay  members  to  equal  the 
clerical  representation.  These  additional 
delegates  will  be  provided  copies  of  the 
Pre-Conference  Reports  by  their 
respective  district  superintendents.  In 
addition,  there  will  be  additional  copies 
available  at  these  training  sessions. 


Church-state  controversy 
in  proposed  constitution 

Apparently  there  is  a  difference  of  feels  that  such  fears  are  needless.  His 
opinion  concerning  church-state  statement  follows:  "If  the  proposed 
relationships  as  presented  in  the  Louisiana  Constitution  of  1974  is  adopted, 
proposed  new  constitution  for  the  state  of  the  establishment  clause  and  the  free 
Louisiana.  The  Louisiana  Moral  and  exercise  clause  which  were  in  the  1921 
Civic  Foundation,  Americans,  United  for  Louisiana  Constitution  will  be  continued 
Separation  of  Church  and  State  and  other  intact  and  will  still  be  present  in  the 
organizations  in  the  state  have  pointed  United  States  Constitution.  The 
out  that  the  clauses  in  the  old  constitution  separation  of  church  and  state  will  not  be 
prohibiting  state  support  for  private  and  diminished.  Any  contention  to  the  con- 
parochial  schools  have  been  swept  away  trary  is  purely  an  attempt  to  confuse  and 
in  the  proposed  one.  thereby  defeat  the  proposed  constitution. 

These  groups  also  argue  that  such  The  language  in  the  new  document  is  too 
safeguards  as  are  left  do  not  prevent  the  plain,  and  the  United  States  and 
state  from  appropriating  money  directly  Louisiana  Supreme  Court  interpretations 
to  students  for  their  usage  in  a  clause  of  it  are  too  firmly  implanted,  for  men 


considered  to  be  of  "public”  benefit. 

Reverend  James  L.  Stovall,  pastor,  St. 

Paul’s  church  in  Monroe,  was  a  member 
of  the  Constitutional  Convention-73  and 

Lafayette 
‘Super  Sunday’ 

The  first  annual  “Super  Sunday”  was 
held  in  Morgan  City  Mar.  24,  by  the 
Lafayette  District,  combining  a  number 
of  district  events  into  one.  Over  650 
persons  took  part  in  a  youth  rally,  a  song 
fest,  District  Conference,  District  Lay 
Retreat,  and  a  UMW  meeting. 

Host  pastors  and  churches  were  Rev. 

George  Sherman,  Patterson  and  Bayou 
Vista;  Rev.  George  M.  Alfred,  Mason 
and  Berwick;  and  Rev.  Ted  Howes,  First 
Church,  Berwick. 

District  Conference  approval  was 
given  to  licenses  to  preach  for  Louis 
Chrisman,  Mike  McLaurin  and  Gus 
Howell,  Jr.  Chrisman  and  McLaurin  are 
from  Asbury  church,  Lafayette,  and 
Howell  is  from  First  church,  Houma. 

Leaders  in  the  events  were  Rev.  David 
Stone,  Rev.  Kent  Kilbourne,  Rev.  Ken 
McDowell,  district  superintendent, 

Woody  Atkinson,  district  lay  leader,  and 
Rev.  Talmadge  McElroy,  pastor,  St. 

Mark  church,  Opelousas,  who  brought  at  "Super  Sunday”  in  Morgan  City  Mar. 
the  worship  message.  24. 


and  women  of  good  faith  to  quibble  or 
deny  the  new  constitution  on  this  basis.” 

"In  addition  to  the  above  provisions, 
Article  VII,  Section  10  of  the  proposed 
constitution  states  that  ‘‘No  ap¬ 
propriation  shall  be  made  except  for  a 
public  purpose.”  Also  see  Article  VII, 
Section  14.  These  articles  further  insure 
that  public  funds  are  not  to  be  used  for 
private  or  sectarian  schools.  We  are 
confident  that  the  proposed  constitution 
gives  adequate  and  additional  support 
for  the  separation  of  church  and  state.” 

The  above  statement  was  signed  by 
Mr.  Stovall,  along  with  Judge  James  L. 
Dennis,  United  Methodist  Layman  and 
chairman,  Judiciary  Committee,  Con¬ 
stitutional  Convention,  and  Tom 
Matheny,  Conference  lay  leader. 

Voters  will  go  to  the  polls  to  vote  on  the 
proposed  constitution  Saturday,  Apr.  20. 


Bishop’s  message 

As  you  know,  I  have  just  returned  from  a  stimulating  visit  to  military  bases  in 
Ihe  Pacific  and  Alaska  area,  where  a  week-long  spiritual  life  retreat  was 
conducted  in  Japan,  and  other  consultations  and  conferences  were  held  with 
chaplains  throughout  the  region.  I  am  grateful  to  the  United  States  Government 
and  the  Commission  on  Chaplains  for  the  invitation  to  participate  in  such  a 
mission  and  am  gratified  at  its  outcome.  During  this  trip  I  have  met  some  of  the 
finest  and  most  dedicated  men  in  Christ  s  ministry.  It  is  encouraging  to  meet 
with  our  chaplains  and  to  realize  that  these  ministers  to  the  military  represent 
the  highest  standards  of  Christian  faith  and  conduct. 

The  history  of  the  army  chaplaincy  reaches  back  to  the  labored  beginnings  of 
this  nation.  During  the  early  struggle,  often  then  called  King  George's  War,  a 
group  of  clergymen  (one  with  the  unusual  name  of  Moses  Coffin  who  was  also  a 
drummer)  served  as  chaplains.  Nine  of  them  ministered  to  the  troops  during 
the  decisive  enterprise  called  the  “Louisburg  Campaign.’  They  were  described 
inofficial  annals  as  a  "godly  company  of  preachers.”  The  U.  S.  Chaplaincy  was 
officially  created  by  an  act  of  the  Continental  Congress  in  1775  upon  the  urgent 
request  of  General  George  Washington,  a  man  of  prayer.  The  name  of  the  first 
chaplain  is  unknown,  but  the  work  of  the  Reverend  David  Avery  with  the  troops 
at  Breed's  Hill  (Bunker  Hill  battle)  was  typical  and  is  well  remembered.  From 
that  lime  to  this,  conscientious  men  of  the  church  have  given  themselves  to 
ministering  to  the  military,  and  today  we  salute  all  of  them. 

My  host  chaplain  in  Korea  was  Col.  Cecil  Reed,  brother  of  the  Reverend  Ken 
Reed,  our  pastor  as  University  Church  in  Lake  Charles.  Col.  Reed  is  an  out¬ 
standing  leader  of  men  and  a  credit  both  to  the  armed  services  and  the  United 
Methodist  Church .  On  this  tour  1  had  the  privilege  of  being  with  a  number  of  our 
Louisiana  Conference  men,  among  whom  where  Col.  Lucien  F.  Larche,  Jr., 
USAF,  Chief  Professional/Programs  Division  at  Hq.  Alaskan  Air  Command; 
Commander  William  G.  Willson,  now  in  Taipei,  Taiwan,  where  his  duties  in- 
cludethe  operation  of  a  mental  hospital,  and  Maj.  Paul  G  -Durbin ,  outstanding 
Army  chaplain  in  Thailand.  Another  Well-known  Louisianian  with  whom  I  had 
rich  fellowship  is  Dr.  William  (Pete)  Spitzkeit  who  is  teaching  in  the  Korean 
Seminary,  preaching,  and  doing  yeoman  missionary  work.  While  in  Seoul,  I  had 
a  most  stimulating  conversation  with  Rev.  Elmer  Kilbourne,  uncle  to  the 
Reverend  Kent  Kilbourne  of  our  conference. 

Our  conference  should  be  very  proud  and  supportive  of  these  whose  special 
ministries  are  bringing  the  gospel  of  Christ  in  strong  and  effective  ways. 
Faithfully, 


Finis  A.  Crutchfield 


Conference  giving  increases 


Dr.  Henry  Rickey,  chairman  of  the 
conference  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration,  has  announced  that 
giving  for  the  first  three  months  of  1974 
has  increased  $46,606.56  over  the  same 
three  months  of  the  preceding  conference 
year. 

This  is  an  increase  of  14%. 


Local  church  treasurers  are  en¬ 
couraged  to  continue  this  victorious  note 
of  stewardship.  The  remainder  of  the 
spring  months  is  an  excellent  time  for 
strengthening  the  giving  of  local  chur¬ 
ches  to  the  Louisiana  Conference  causes 
and  commitments. 


Maplewood  church  plans 
new  fellowship  building 


A  ground-turning  ceremony  was  held 
Mar.  31  at  Maplewood  church, 
Maplewood,  two  months  shy  of  the  30th 
anniversary  of  the  founding  of  the 
church.  Dr.  J.  Woodrow  Hearn,  Lake 
Charles  district  superintendent,  and  Rev. 
Tom  Crosby,  pastor,  led  the  ceremonies. 
The  new  building  will  be  the  church 
fellowship  hall. 

This  is  the  first  building  campaign 
since  1961,  when  an  educational  building 
was  completed  as  the  first  phase  in  a 
three  part  building  program.  The  origin 
of  the  Maplewood  church  was  in  1943, 
when  a  community  church  was  organized 
and  divided  into  a  Baptist  and  a 
Methodist  church,  with  12  families. 

The  present  sanctuary,  a  converted 
cafeteria  building  from  a  nearby  con¬ 
struction  company,  was  rebuilt  by  one 
fulltime  carpenter  and  helper,  assisted 
by  the  Rev.  J.  P.  McKeithen,  then  pastor, 
and  volunteer  workers  from  the 
congregation.  The  first  service  was  held 
Easter.  1947. 


MAPLEWOOD  CHURCH:  FROM 
LEFT:  Hays  Copeland  and  Bill  Hamp¬ 
ton.  church  building  committee;  Rev. 
Tom  Crosby,  pastor:  Danna  Bohnsack, 
finance  committee  chairman:  Cheryl 
Crosby,  president,  UMYF :  and  Douglas 
Harlan,  chairman,  administrative  board. 
The  group  is  shown  as  Mr.  Harlan  signs 
contract  for  the  building  of  the  new 
church  fellowship  hall. 

Centenary 

College 

Dr.  William  J.  Ballard,  director  of  the 
Centenary  College  Choir  for  the  past  two 
years,  has  been  named  musical  director 
and  conductor  of  the  famed  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Boys  Chorus,  effective  July  1.  Dr. 
Ballard  has  resigned  his  position  at 
Centenary,  effective  at  the  end  of  the 
spring  term  in  May. 

Centenary  College  President  John  H. 
Allen  said  the  college  is  pleased  and 


Clark. 


BASKETBALL  LEAGUE:  Rev.  A.  E. 

Davis,  pastor,  St.  Paul’s  church, 

Shreveport,  [LEFT]  presents  the 
Shreveport  Metro-Ministry  Cham¬ 
pionship  Trophy  to  the  Kimball  No.  3 

basketball  team,  represented  by  George  - -  ~  .  -  ,  .  , 

Thomas,  sponsor,  Tom  King  and  Michael  flattered  that  Dr.  Ballard  was  selfcJf 

for  this  position,  although  he  said  the 
college  was  sorry  to  lose  such  a 
productive  member  of  the  faculty. 

Dr.  Basil  Georgopoulos.  research 
scientist  and  program  director, 
Organizational  Behavior  Program, 
Institute  for  Social  Research  and 
professor  of  psychology  at  the  University 
of  Michigan,  will  lead  a  2-day  seminar  on 
hospital  administration  at  Centenary, 
May  9-10.  This  seminar  is  part  of  the 
continuing  program  of  the  Center  for 
Management  Development  at  the  college 
to  provide  new  developments  in 
management  and  organizational 
techniques  to  the  area  and  state.  The 
center  is  operated  in  conjunction  with  the 
department  of  Business  and  Economics 
at  the  college.  Objective  of  the  seminar  is 
to  bring  together  a  group  of  hospital 
administrators,  associate  administrators 
and  key  department  heads  to  examine 
new  developments  in  the  area  of  hospital 
organization. 

To  register,  write  Bob  Fisher,  Cen¬ 
tenary  College,  Box  4188,  Shreveport,  La. 
71104.  There  is  a  $50  registration  fee; 
enrollment  is  limited. 


CRUSADERS  CHOIR:  The  35-voice  all  men’s  chorus  from  Asbury  v  hurch. 
Lafayette,  is  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  R.  E.  Chandler.  The  group,  which  has  been  in 
existence  for  six  years,  has  performed  over  most  of  the  Louisiana  Conference. 

Crusadqr  choir  performs 
at  New  Orleans  church 


Deaths 

Mrs.  Mabel  McEachern  Stewart 

Mrs.  Mabel  McEachern  Stewart, 
widow  of  the  late  Elmer  E.  Stewart,  died 
Mar.  25.  She  was  an  active  member  of 
First  church,  Shreveport,  and  a  member 
of  the  Foster-Gatewood  Class.  She  served 
as  Conference  secretary  of  the  Woman's 
Society  of  Christian  Service  from  1952- 
1956.  She  is  survived  by  one  daughter. 
Mrs.  Norma  S.  Winegeart;  two  grand¬ 
children,  Gene  and  Sally  Winegeart,  and 
three  brothers.  Her  son-in-law.  Rev. 
Jack  Winegeart,  is  pastor  of  Horseshoe 
Drive  church  in  Alexandria. 

Edwin  F.  Blom 

Edwin  F.  Blom,  79,  of  Shreveport,  died 
Mar.  6  following  a  brief  illness.  Mr.  Blom 
moved  to  Shreveport  from  New  Haven, 
Missouri,  53  years  ago.  He  was  a  dairy 
farmer  and  land  holder,  and  a  generous 
benefactor  to  many  area  churches  in  the 
Summer  Grove  part  of  Shreveport.  In 
1972,  he  and  Mrs.  Blom  were  honored  for 
membership  in  the  Summer  Grove 
church  for  25  years  or  longer;  in  1973, 
they  were  selected  as  "Sweethearts  of 
the  Church”  by  the  MYF ;  in  1973  they 
were  given  lifetime  memberships  in  the 
UMW. 

Memorial  services  were  held  at  the 
Summer  Grove  church  Mar.  8,  with  Rev. 
D.  T.  Williams,  Sr.,  pastor,  and  Rev.  Otis 
Spinks,  a  former  pastor.  Mr.  Blom  is 
survived  by  his  wife  of  55  years, 
Florence;  three  sons,  Harold  Blom  of 
Shreveport,  Wallace  Blom  of  Redding,, 
California,  and  Lt.  Col.  Roger  Bloni  of 
Omaha,  Nebraska;  two  brothers  and  two 
sisters  residing  in  New  Haven,  Missouri; 
11  grandchildren  and  six  great¬ 
grandchildren.  A  memorial  fund  has 
been  established  at  the  Summer  Grove 
church  in  his  name. 


Sequoyah, 
has  been 


The  Crusaders  Choir  of  Asbury  church, 
Lafayette  will  present  their  witness  in 
song  and  word  at  First  church,  New 
Orleans  May  4-5.  This  unique  all  male 
chorus  has  performed  all  over  the  con¬ 
ference  since  its  beginning  six  years  ago. 

The  choir  is  made  up  of  35  men,  none  of 
which  are  professional  singers.  The  man 
all  pay  their  own  way  to  the  events  where 
they  perform,  plus  their  coats,  books  and 


equipment  as  well.  Director  of  the  grou" 
is  Dr.  R.  E.  Chandler. 

The  wives  of  the  men  of  the  choir  make 
up  a  group  called  the  Crusaderettes  who 
join  the  men  on  occasion  as  a  group  or  as 
soloists.  The  ladies  also  take  part  with 
the  men’s  bell  choir,  as  accompanists  to 
the  choral  group.  The  group  will  travel  to 
any  church,  retreat,  or  event  when  in¬ 
vited. 


Around  our  Conference 


LAFAYETTE  COUNCIL:  Rev.  Ken 
McDowell,  at  the  microphone,  Lafayette 
District  superintendent,  presents  the 
Lafayette  District  Council  on  Ministries 


Wesley,  St.  Mark,  Wilton  and  Newman 
churches  in  Alexandria  recently  con¬ 
cluded  a  joint,  church-wide  School  of 
Mission.  The  program  was  conducted 
Feb.  24  through  Mar.  24  on  Sundays,  from 
6  to  9  PM,  with  the  pastors,  Revs.  Ken¬ 
neth  Fisher  and  Nathaniel  Perry, 
alternating.  Theme  of  the  School  was 
"Christian  Missions  In  Today’s  World.” 
More  than  90  persons  took  part.  A  special 
offering  of  $100.00  was  designated  for 
Sager-Brown  School  at  Baldwin. 

First  church  of  Homer  is  cooperating 
with  the  other  churches  of  the  city  in  a 
city-wide  revival  Apr.  21-26  at  the  First 
Baptist  church  in  Homer.  Rev.  Samuel 
Doctorian  of  Beirut,  Lebanon  will  be  the 
evangelist,  and  Rev.  Ed  Parks,  pastor, 
Semmesboro  United  Methodist  Church 
will  be  the  song  leader.  Services  will  be 
at  9:30  AM  and  7:00  PM.  Cooperating 
churches  are  First  church,  First  Baptist. 
Calvary  Baptist,  First  Presbyterian,  and 
Southern  Methodist. 

Trinity  church  of  Jennings  held  a 


covered-dish  supper  in  honor  of  Miss 
Katherine  Ostrand,  who  served  as 
secretary  to  the  administrative  board 
since  before  1946.  The  Chorister  Choir 
presented  an  original  song  for  her;  the 
chairman  of  the  board  presented  her  with 
gifts,  and  some  of  her  employers  of  the 
city  gave  testimonials  to  her.  Trinity 
church  is  also  concluding  a  Lenten  Bible 
study  on  the  Epistle  to  the  Hebrews,  by 
Rev.  Bob  Crichlow,  Jr.,  pastor. 

Reverend  Abraham  E.  Davis,  pastor, 
St.  Paul  church,  Shreveport,  was  one  of 
four  ministers  to  bring  the  Lenten  noon¬ 
day  sermon  at  the  Holy  Cross  Episcopal 
church.  He  spoke  on  "Making  Decisions 
Today  in  The  Light  of  the  Cross,” 
becoming  the  third  black  minister  to 
participate  in  these  annual  services. 

Melissa  Ann  Crutchfield  was  born  Apr. 
2  to  Reverend  and  Mrs.  Charles  Crutch¬ 
field  of  Odessa,  Texas.  Melissa  Ann 
becomes  the  second  grandchild  of  Bishop 
Crutchfield. 


CHARLES  ALLEN:  Dr.  Jack  Cooke 
[LEFT]  pastor.  Broadmoor  church, 
Shreveport,  with  Dr.  Charles  Allen, 
pastor,  First  church,  Houston,  Texas.  Dr. 
Allen  was  guest  speaker  at  the  church’s 
Spring  Family  night  service,  Mar.  20. 


‘Bishop’s 
Week’ 

"Bishop’s  Week”  at  Mt. 
Fayetteville,  Arkansas, 
planned  this  year  for  Jun.  24-27.  It  is  a 
week  in  which  families,  individuals,  and 
groups  of  all  ages  and  sizes  may  be  in¬ 
terested  in  an  old  fashioned  Methodist 
gathering.  They  are  calling  it  "Bishop's 
Week”  for  all  the  bishops  have  agreed  to 
be  present  with  their  families  for  the 
entire  week. 

This  will  provide  an  opportunity  for 
consultation  and  for  a  sharing  spiritually 
and  in  fellowship  between  the  bishops 
and  all  of  the  people. 

During  the  week  Bishop  Kenneth 
Goodson  of  Richmond,  Virginia  will  be 
the  Willson  lecturer.  Bill  Mann  of  Dallas 
will  be  song  leader.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  J.  A. 
Power  of  the  Perkins  School  of  Theology 
will  lead  Bible  studies. 

In  the  morning  there  will  be 
evangelistic-type  services.  The  af¬ 
ternoons  are  free  for  fun  and  fellowship. 
In  the  evening  there  will  be  old-fashioned 
Methodist  meetings. 

Attendance  at  all  of  these  things  is 
optional,  and  none  of  the  "courses”  will 
be  held  for  credit.  This  should  be  a  rich 
experience  for  persons  who  want  to 
spend  a  week  in  a  modern  counterpart 
for  an  old-time  camp  meeting. 

If  you  are  interested,  please 
correspond  with  Rev.  Ray  Branton,  P.O. 
Box  4325,  Shreveport,  La.  71104  who  is 
handling  registrations  from  Louisiana. 


UMYF  LEADERS:  The  Senior  UMYF  officers  of  the  Algiers  church  in  New  Orleans 
recently  elected  are:  (FROM  LEFT)  Bambi  Falcone,  secretary;  Gwen  Phelps, 
president;  Louis  Heavner.  representative;  Lori  Zwicke,  vice-president,  and  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Charles  Runnels,  counselors. 
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The  church  must  become  a 
community  of  caring  persons 


s  tne  message 

What  is  the  message  of  this  picture  for  Christians 
today?  TM/UMR  will  send  $10.00  each  to  church 
causes  or  projects  designated  by  the  five  persons 
submitting  the  most  interesting  and  meaningful 
answers  to  this  question. 

Write  your  caption  as  briefly  as  possible  in  the  space 
at  right,  and  send  to:  “Photo  Caption.'*  The  Texas 
Methodist/l'nited  Methodist  Reporter.  P.  O.  Box  1076, 
Dallas.  Texas  75221.  Deadline  for  entries  is  midnight, 
Friday.  April  26.  1974. 


This  is  the  twenty-fourth  in  a  continu¬ 
ing  series  of  messages  to  the  church  from 
United  Methodism's  highest  elected  offi¬ 
cials  —  its  bishops.  Each  bishop  was 
invited  by  TM/UMR  Editor  Spurgeon  M. 
Dunnam  III  to  share  his  hopes  and 
dreams  for  the  church  by  answering  this 
question:  "If  you  could  cause  one  trend, 
or  emphasis,  or  chaitge.  or  program,  or 
event,  or  attitude  to  develop  across  the 
United  Methodist  Church  today,  what 
would  it  be?"  This  week's  response  is  by 
Dr.  Frederick  Wertz,  resident  bishop  of 
the  West  Virginia  Area,  with  offices  in 
Charleston. 

By  DR.  FREDERICK  WERTZ 

The  church  must  become  a  community 
of  caring  persons.  Faith  in  Jesus  Christ  is 
not  expressed  adequately  in  words.  We 
must  proclaim  that  Good  News  in  preach¬ 
ing  and  affirm  the  faith  in  our  creeds.  We 
must  sing  our  praise  set  to  great  music 
and  offer  our  prayers  for  ourselves  and 
others. 

But  the  New  Testament  gospel  calls  for 
more  than  the  spoken  word.  Faith  must 
become  flesh  and  live  within  us.  The 
church  must  become  a  community  of 
caring  persons. 

The  evils  of  society  are  reflected  in  the 


hurt  of  humanity:  the  hungry  and  the 
poor,  the  sick  and  the  suffering,  the 
disillusioned  and  the  disappointed,  the 
oppressed  and  the  imprisoned,  the  lonely 
and  the  displaced. 

How  easy  it  is  to  settle  for  comfort  and 
ease.  We  close  our  eyes  to  the  forlorn 
until  they  are  the  forgotten. 

The  church  will  find  itself  again  in  the 
love  of  Jesus  Christ  as  it  is  demonstrated 
by  a  community  of  caring  persons.  The 
church  is  many  things  but  it  is  nothing  if 
it  does  not  care. 

What  a  tragedy  for  a  young  couple  to 
cry,  "We  have  fount?  ..tore  love  in  our 
relations  outside  the  church.”  It  ought 
not  to  be  so. 

How  sad  for  a  young  man  to  write, 
"I  turned  to  the  church,  but  no  one 
cared!”  It  ought  not  to  be  so. 

How  pathetic  to  hear  a  young  pastor 
exclaim,  “When  a  person  makes  a 
mistake,  is  there  no  forgiveness?  Does  no 
one  really  care?”  It  ought  not  to  be  so. 

There  is  a  new  and  sensitive  wind 
blowing  in  the  church  where  groups  of 
committed  Christians  are  demonstrating 
that  "we  care.”  And  the  beauty  of  it  is 
that  it  does  not  require  a  world-wide 
program.  It  does  not  ask  for  a  big  budget. 
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It  requires  no  staff. 

Wherever  a  few  people  become  aware 
of  the  guidance  of  the  Holy  Spirit  they 
can  be  a  community  of  caring  people. 
That  can  happen  in  the  inner  city  or  in  the 
suburbs.  It  can  happen  in  a  small  town  or 
in  the  open  country.  In  fact,  it  is 
happening  now!  That  is  a  part  of  the 
promise  of  tomorrow. 


“If  yon  don’t  mind,  I’ll  be  the  judge  of 

how  much  you  should  ‘render  to  Cae¬ 
sar!’  ” 


Editorials-* 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


Where  do  we  go  from  Easter?  tn  nhnrtimi  npwc/vipwc 

If  the  congregation  to  which  you  belong  "Why  can’t  we  make  Every  Sunday  like  t/ J.  Vr  J.J.O  1-LvPJ.J.  II  V  ft  8/  \  JLC ,  S  T  dl  j 

is  at  all  "average,”  it  probably  reached  Easter  in  our  churches?”  ’  -r«  tu*  ......  .  t  m  „  i  i  .  " 


If  the  congregation  to  which  you  belong 
is  at  all  "average,”  it  probably  reached 
its  1974  high  water  mark  in  involvement, 
attendance,  and  joy  this  past  Sunday. 

Best  estimates  are  that  between  6  and  7 
million  United  Methodists  —  nearly  twice 
the  normal  number  —  joined  millions  of 
other  Christians  around  the  world  Easter 
Sunday  to  celebrate  the  life,  death  and 
resurrection  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Some  speak  disparagingly  about  the 
once-a-year  overflow  crowds  that  Easter 
produces  in  our  churches.  They  point  out 
that  by  the  week  after  Easter  interest 
and  attendance  will  be  "back  to  normal.” 

We  prefer  to  look  at  the  huge  Easter 
crowds,  and  the  obvious  increase  in 
enthusiasm  and  expectation  which  they 
occasion,  from  a  different  perspective: 


"Why  can’t  we  make  Every  Sunday  like 
Easter  in  our  churches? 

The  early  church  did  just  that.  Every 
,  Sunday  was  a  "little  Easter”  —  a  day  for 
celebrating  anew  the  resurrection  of  our 
Lord  and  its  meaning  for  his  followers. 

Could  it  be  that  most  of  us  are 
conditioned  to  "think  Easter"  and  "pro¬ 
mote  Easter"  only  once  a  year,  with  the 
other  51  Sundays  being  focused  on  other, 
less  basic  concerns? 

What  would  happen  if  we  reconditioned 
ourselves  to  bring  the  same  level  of  effort 
and  expectation  to  the  other  51  weeks 
that  we  bring  to  Holy  Week  and  Easter? 

What  would  happen  if,  as  in  the  early 
church,  all  our  personal  and  institutional 
concerns  were  dealt  with  explicitly  in 
light  of  the  meaning  of  Easter? 


An  old  idol  threatens  a  new  one 


Until  now,  we’ve  avoided  the  debate 
about  whether  professional  football  or 
Christianity  is  America’s  most  popular 
religion. 

After  all.  much  of  pro  football’s  empha¬ 
sis  is  on  "individuals  working  together  as 
a  team”  —  a  virtue  which  is  far  from 
alien  to  the  Christian  faith.  Also,  many  of 
the  games'  top  stars  are  noted  for  their 
involvement  in  the  Fellowship  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Athletes  (FCA) ;  many  of  the  top 
teams  are  noted  for  showing  Christian 
spirituality  in  their  locker  rooms. 

The  ability  of  the  new  World  Football 
League  to  sign  a  number  of  the  National 
Football  League’s  top  players  in  recent 
weeks  will  probably  do  as  much  as 


anything  else  to  diminish  "football  as 
religion.”  Many  of  the  players  switching 
leagues  are  active  in  FCA  and  are  from 
teams  with  a  strong  spiritual  emphasis. 
In  each  of  their  cases,  however,  the 
values  of  "team”  and  “Christian  fellow¬ 
ship”  took  a  back  seat  to  the  value  of 
increasing  the  individual  player’s  size¬ 
able  salary. 

What  we  appear  to  be  witnessing  is  an 
indication  that  professional  football  Itself 
is  not  nearly  so  popular  as  a  much  older 
type  of  idolatrous  religion.  The  New 
Testament  calls  it  mammon.  Allegiance 
to  same  cannot  but  hurt  the  image  and 
credibility  of  our  football  heroes’  pro¬ 
fessed  allegiance  to  Christian  values. 

■■■  H,,re  I  Stand"-*" 


To  the  Editor: 

I  wish  to  take  exception  with  the  March 
22  editorial  "Anti-Abortion  Amendment 
Opposed”,  on  two  points.  First,  as  part  of 
the  editorial  you  quote  James  Nelson;  in 
part  he  said  "What  some  persons  con¬ 
sider  a  sin  ought  not,  through  public 
policy,  be  made  a  crime.” 

If  anyone  takes  the  time  to  look  at  our 
nation’s  laws  today,  and  the  Roman  laws 
that  they  sprang  from,  one  fact  will  stand 
out.  Our  laws  are  deeply  ingrained  with 
the  Christian  understanding  of  sin.  They 
are  the  product  of  concerned  Christians 
who,  in  many  cases,  were  in  the 
minority.  Telling  a  Christian  that  he 
should  not  try  to  influence  his  society, 
even  through  legislation,  is  the  same  as 
saying,  "your  religion  and  its  teachings 
on  sin  are  impractical,  and  irrelevant  to 
society  as  a  whole.”  Would  your  editorial 
have  held  this  position  if  the  time  were 
1938,  and  the  question  were  limiting  the 
powers  of  Adolph  Hitler  because,  as  a 
Christian,  you  thought  that  he  was 
leading  the  entire  German  nation  into 
sin? 

The  second  point  will  be  made  by  a 
man  who  tried  to  tell  Hitler  he  was 
wrong.  I  refer  to  Dietrich  Bonhoeffer.  He 
said,  "Destruction  of  th£  trfrtbryo  1H  tht!! 
mother’s  womb  is  a  violation  of  the  right 
to  live  which  God  has  bestowed  upon  this 
nascent  life.  To  raise  the  question 
whether  we  are  here  concerned  already 
with  a  human  being  or  not  is  merely  to 
confuse  the  issue.  The  simple  fact  is  that 


An  evangelist’s  guidelines 


By  ROBERT  E.  HALL 

Evangelism  is  receiving  increased 
attention,  as  it  should,  in  the  church 
today  It  is  important,  however,  that  our 
evangelism  efforts  be  consistent  with  the 
faith  we  proclaim.  Following  are  a  set  of 
guidelines  which  I  share  with  persons  as 
they  become  involved  in  the  task  of 
evangelism. 

1.  I  will  assume  that  God’s  Spirit  is  at 
work  in  the  world  ahead  of  me.  This 
Spirit  moves  persons  to  seek  God,  moves 
persons  to  do  justice  and  mercy,  moves 
persons  to  ask  the  questions  of  the 
meaning  and  destiny  of  their  lives.  I  do 
not  carry  God  to  them  as  some  kind  of 
deposit  which,  if  said  and  delivered 
winningly,  will  cause  them  to  respond.  It 
is  God  whose  work  I  join  when  I  bear 
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impels  him  toward  his  neighbors  as  an 
agent  of  reconciliation. 

6.  To  become  “in  Christ"  is  to  become 
in  the  Body  of  Christ.  Faith  apart  from 
the  community  of  faith  shrivels.  I  will 
proclaim  the  good  news  as  news  which 
finds  expression  in  the  church.  Being  in 
the  Body  is  not  just  a  help;  it  is  essential 
to  the  Christian  life. 

7.  I  will  remember  that  the  "story” 
which  I  tell  is  bigger  than  I  am.  It  is  a 
story  of  God’s  work  in  our  world,  begun, 
continued,  and  ended  in  Christ  —  which 
has  become  a  personal  story  for  me  as  I 
pilgrim  through  life.  But  it  is  not  just  a 
story  of  what  has  happened  in  my  life;  it 
is  also  a  story  of  what  God  has,  will,  and 
is  doing  in  the  lives  of  men  and  nations. 
Abraham’s  and  Moses’  and  David's  and 
witness  to  God's  action  in  Christ,  in  my 
life  and  in  the  life  of  the  world. 

2.  I  will  assume  that  persons  may 
reject  my  "story”  just  as  readily  because 
they  have  really  "heard”  it  as  because 
they  did  not  hear  it  rightly.  The  message 
is  not  something  to  which  every  person 
will  respond  in  faith  and  discipleship.  All 
I  can  do  is  tell  the  story  and  do  the  story 
as  clearly  as  I  can.  I  cannot  expect 
"success”  in  terms  of  spiritual  scalps. 

3.  I  will  not  try  to  "sell"  the  message 
as  something  which  meets  a  person’s 
real  or  imagined  social  or  psychological 
"needs."  The  gospel  is  not  a  formula  for 
success  as  it  is  generally  conceived. 
Although  it  may  meet  our  deepest  needs, 
it  may  make  us  aware  of  needs  of  which 
we  were  not  aware.  The  "peace  which 
passes  understanding”  is  an  "alien” 
peace.  Although  it  will  finally  make  us 
whole.  God's  grace  is  not  something  with 
which  we  are  usually  very  comfortable 
for  long.  A  person  responds  to  God’s  work 
in  Christ  in  faithfulness  only  when  he  is 
convinced  of  its  truth,  not  its  utility. 

4.  A  person  comes  to  faith  in  God 
through  Jesus  Christ.  Although  I  may  say 
that  a  person  comes  to  "know"  Jesus, 
what  this  means  is  that  a  person  comes  to 
know  God  through  the  knowledge  of 
Jesus  of  Nazareth,  in  whom  God  is 
encountered.  All  theological  niceties 
aside.  I  proclaim  to  persons  the  news  that 
it  is  God  with  whom  they  relate,  and  this 
God  is  revealed  in  Jesus  Christ.  To 
affirm  the  Lordship  of  Jesus  Christ  over 
one’s  life  is  to  affirm  the  Lordship  of  God 
over  one’s  life. 

5.  I  will  make  known  that  persons 
come  to  trust  and  discipleship  in  one  fell 
swoop.  God  s  grace,  when  it  really  hits  a 
person  both  frees  and  directs  him;  frees 
him  from  pridefulness  or  sloth,  and 
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a  forum  in  which  $ 
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concerns  and  opin-. 
ions  about  subjects  '; 
related  to  the  f 
church. 
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tributor,  the  Rev.| 

Robert  E.  Hall,  is 
pastor  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Boyd,  Texas  ( North  Texas 
Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article 
for  consideration  to  "Here  I  Stand,” 
The  Texas  Methodist/United  Meth¬ 
odist  Reporter,  P.  O.  Box  1076, 
Dallas,  Texas  75221. _ _ 

Jeremiah’s  and  John  the  Baptist’s  and 

Jesus’  and  Paul’s  and  Augustine’s  and 
Luther’s  and  Calvin's  and  Wesley’s  and 
Lincoln’s  story  also  becomes  the  story  of 
my  life,  (as  in  Gabriel  Fackre’s  Do  and 
Tell:  Engagement  Evangelism  in  the 
70’s”). . 

8.  I  will  remember  that  evangelism 
apart  from  service  is  blasphemy  against 
God.  True  evangelism  is  rooted  in  love. 
Even  when  evangelism  becomes  judg¬ 
ment  on  a  person,  its  motive  must  be 
love.  Loving  another  person  is  sharing 
yourself  with  him  in  a  way  which  will 
help  him.  Love  takes  into  account  the 
situation  which  has  molded  a  person;  and 
when  that  molding  has  been  harmful,  the 
evangelist  bears  witnes^  Jq  God’s  story  of 
opposition  to  dehumanizing.  The  Chris¬ 
tian  opposes  the  "principalities  and 
powers  of  the  air”  vdiich  take  hold  of 
persons  and  institutions  and  destroy 
human  life. 

9.  I  will  remember  that  God  requires 
of  me  a  certain  "bold  humility.”  I  dare  to 
speak  first-hand  of  an  audacious  claim  to 
truth:  That  Jesus  Christ  is  the  news  that 
the  Mystery  of  our  common  venture  on 
the  earth  Is  good,  is  actively  loving, 
sustaining,  and  leading  his  whole  cre¬ 
ation  toward  completion  in  Himself.  And, 
that  this  Mystery  we  call  God  knows  each 
of  us.  personally  Although  I  have  a  rela¬ 
tive  perspective  on  this  truth,  I  cannot 
doubt  the  reality  of  what  I  am  finding  to 
be  true.  In  .fact,  part  of  what  it  means  to 
bejiqve  in  this  God  is  the  freedom  to  be 
audacious  without  being  arrogant.  Re¬ 
specting  God’s  sovereignty,  I  am  still 
freed  to  speak  the  truth  as  it  has  come  to 
me.  knowing  that  I  am  saved  by  his 
grace,  who  understands  my  predica¬ 
ment.  (As  in  H.  Richard  Neibuhr’s  The 
Meaning  of  Revelation.) 


God  certainly  intended  to  create  a  human 
being  and  that  this  nascent  human  being 
has  been  deliberately  deprived  of  his  life. 
And  that  is  nothing  but  murder.”  I  would 
carry  this  one  step  further.  Jeremiah  1 :4, 
5  says,  "Now  the  word  of  the  Lord  came 
to  me  saying,  ‘Before  I  formed  you  in  the 
womb  I  knew  you,  and  before  you  were 
born  I  consecrated  you ;  I  appointed  you  a 
prophet  to  the  nations’.”  If  we,  as 
Christians,  accept  the  Bible  as  our  guide, 
we  must  also  accept  the  embryo  as 
human  life,  valued  by  God.  Abortion 
upon  demand  is,  in  the  opinion  of  many 
Protestants  and  Catholics,  murder. 

Harry  W.  Moore  III 

Lakeland,  Minnesota 

Greater  consistency  among 
‘ pro-life ’  groups  advocated 

To  the  Editor: 

The  editorial  and  news  attention  which 
you  gave  to  the  abortion  question  in  your 
March  22  issue  is  to  be  commended.  As 
you  pointed  out  eloquently  in  your 
editorial,  all  of  us  who  profess  the 
Christian  faith  should  be  concerned  with 
"pro-life”  issues  and  not  let  that  concern 
{jeep-opted  by  a  particular  facet  of  the 
anti -abortion  movement. 

Your  articles  on  the  abortion  question 
are  particularly  to  be  commended 
because  the  primary  advocates  on  both 
sides  of  the  issue  were  women.  For  too 
long  a  time,  the  primary  medical  and 
ethical  "experts”  who  addressed  this 
question  were  men,  and  it  is  high  time 
that  men,  while  not  remaining  silent  or 
inactive  on  this  most  important  question, 
should  assume  a  less  dominant  role  in 
debating  and  discussing  its  many  facets. 

There  are  some  basic  issues  which  I 
did  not  see  addressed  by  those  persons 
who  supported  an  anti-abortion  position. 

I  know  a  wide  cross-section  of  persons 
who  are  engaged  in  a  variety  of  aspects 
of  pregnancy  counseling.  They  take  their 
responsibilities  most  seriously  as  they  do 
the  welfare  of  the  mother  and  the  fetus. 
Women  in  the  Bay  Area  now  have  a 
variety  of  first  class  counseling  and 
medical  resources  to  help  them  reach 
their  own  decision  about  their 
pregnancy.  I  do  not  see  any  of  these 
community  resources  "recruiting” 
abortions.  If  the  proponents  of  anti¬ 
abortion  legislation  were  able  to  legislate 
their  particular  version  of  morality  for 
the  rest  of  us,  how  would  they  deal  with 
the  illegal  and  illicit  abortion  practices 
which  would  once  again  come  to  the  fore? 

I  am  a  father  of  one  adoptive  son  and 
know  a  variety  of  families  who  are 
languishing  because  of  the  current  lack 
of  adoptable  children.  Yet  in  any  way 
would  we  be  enhancing  the  quality  of  life 
if  women,  who  do  not  want  to  carry  their 
pregnancies  to  term,  are  forced  by  legal 
restrictions  to  use  their  bodies  as  in¬ 
cubators  merely  to  increase  the  supply  of 
adoptable  children? 

Frankly  I  would  take  the  so-called 
"pro-life”  movements  much  more 
seriously  if  I  could  see  a  correlation 
between  the  positions  of  their  main 
spokepersons  and  a  concern  for  other  life 
issues.  A  recent  editorial  in  "Com¬ 
monweal”  revealed  that  most 
Congressional  supporters  of  the  "pro¬ 
life”  movement  were  also  strong  sup¬ 
porters  of  the  Viet  Nam  War  and  the 
death  penalty.  With  some  significant 
exceptions,  supporters  of  the  "pro-life” 
movement  in  this  area  tend  to  focus 
solely  on  the  abortion  question  leaving 
one  to  wonder  whether  they  are  con¬ 
cerned  about  other  issues  involved  with 
the  quality  of  life. 

Obviously  as  a  church  and  as  a  society, 
much  more  attention  should  be  given  to 
the  development  of  opoortunities  for 
adequate  sex  and  family  life  education. 
Abortion  is  not  the  only  solution,  and  I 
have  my  own  misgivings  about  the  im¬ 
plications  of  its  use.  At  this  point, 
however,  I  am  more  concerned,  in  James 
Nelson’s  words,  what  would  happen  if 
what  some  persons  term  a  sin  should  be 
legislated  as  a  crime 

Lorenz  Schultz 

San  Francisco,  California 

A  big  /wien 

To  the  Editor: 

Let  us  all,  yes  all,  say  a  big  "Amen”  to 
the  "Letter  to  the  Editor”  on  April  5, 1974 


by  A.  Otis  Beach,  Topeka,  Kansal. 

I  feel  I  am  a  Methodist  because  the 
denomination  is  big  and  broad  enough  for 
all  of  us.  May  we  remember  that  Jesus 
told  us  we  would  be  known  as  his  children 
because  of  our  "love  for  each  other”  <L. 
B.).  Let’s  all  still  love  Mr.  Clarence  C. 
Shaffer.  Ralph  L.  Scott  ( , 

Bridgeville,  Delaware 

Paper  appreciated  i  i 

To  the  Editor: 

You  are  just  doing  a  tremendous  job  of 
editing  TM-UMR.  The  articles  in  it  are  so 
pertinent  and  relevant  and  it’s  in¬ 
teresting  to  read  the  feedback  from  those 
who  agree  and  disagree. 

Since  I  am  a  liberal  who  is  also 
charismatic,  articles  relating  to  this 
subject  are  especially  interesting.  We 
live  in  a  very  small  town  and  rarely  have 
an  opportunity  to  discuss  that’s  going  on 
in  the  UMC  with  others.  Reading  your 
paper  helps  us  to  keep  our  perspectives 
straight. 

I  wonder  at  the  way  you  are  able  to 
withstand  so  much  harsh  and  unjust 
criticism  and  answer  it  in  such  a  kind 
way.  You  must  be  able  to  “Bless  those 
who  persecute  you.” 

■  I  want  to  thaftk  you  for  a  job  well  dpne. 

Paula  Flarity 
Cold  Spring,  Texas 

Wesley  Chape I  restoration 
not  an  ‘ advance  special9 

To  the  Editor: 

The  restoration  of  Wesley’s  Chapel  is 
not  an  Advance  Special. 

There  was  an  article  concerning  the 
restoration  of  Wesley’s  Chapel  in  your 
March  29  issue.  The  final  paragraph 
states:  "Dr.  Tuttle  urges  that  United 
Methodist  ‘advance  gifts’  be  sent  directly 
to  the  World  Methodist  Council  ...” 
This  is  misleading.  It  certainly  is  not 
your  fault,  but  I  would  appreciate  your 
carrying  some  kind  of  notice  that  the 
restoration  of  this  chapel  is  not  an 
Advance  Special  and  the  namfe 
"Advance”  should  not  be  connected  with 
it  in  any  way,  shape,  or  form. 

Joe  W.  Walker 
New  York,  N.  Y. 

You  forgot  to  mention  the 

Christian  superstar's  sport 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  March  15  edition  reports  of  the 
television  "Superstar"  victory  of  Kyle 
Rote  Jr.  and  his  hailing  as  the  "epitome 
of  the  perfect  All-American  youtH  and  a 
committed  Christian.” 

I  would  not  want  to  detract  one  iota 
from  your  description,  but  1  was  appalled 
to  find  not  one  reference  to  the  sport 
which  he  represented  in  the  Superstar 
competition.  It  should  have  been  un¬ 
derlined  that  he  was  there  as  a 
professional  soccer  player,  a  sport  which 
is  worldwide  in  its  connections  to  other 
people.  Clay  Berling 

Albany,  California 


Note  to  anonymous 

letter  writers  . 

During  most  weeks  we  receive  a 
number  of  anonymous  letters. 
They  range  from  those  which  seek 
to  "tell  us  off”  to  those  which  deal 
seriously  and  sensitively  with  an 
issue. 

As  a  matter  of  policy,  we  will  not 
consider  for  publication  any  letter 
or  article  which  is  submitted 
without  the  name  of  its  writer.  We 
will  consider  publishing  a  letter 
with  the  name  of  the  author 
withheld  upon  request. 


Confidence  will  be  restored 

when  standards  are  restored 

To  the  Editor: 

In  your  March  15.  1974  issue,  Bishop 
McDavid  says,  "We  need  to  restore  lost 
confidence  in  the  church.” 

After  reading  his  article  studiously,  I 
failed  »o  find  where  he  ever  said  why  the 
confidence  in  the  church  was  lost. 

I  am  88  years  old,  joined  the  Methodist 
church  when  I  was  eleven  years  old,  so 
have  seen  the  church  change  from  one 
that  had  definite  moral  standards  to  be 
complied  with  to  one  that  tolerates 
unrestricted  conduct  by  its  members. 

The  change  came  gradually.  First,  the 
church  relaxed  towards  drinking,  then 
negligence  towards  keeping  the  sabbath 
holy  by  attending  Sunday  parties,  then 
promiscuity,  now  homosexua  .ty,  and  in 
today’s  issue  streaking  is  looked  upon 
favorably  instead  of  being  condemned. 
Also  the  editorial  speaks  of  the  18-year- 
olds  having  the  right  to  drink  beer.  Who 
said  they  stop  at  drinking  beer? 

The  church  I  joined  does  not  exist  any 
more;  it  has  deteriorated  to  an 
organization  seeking  popularity  instead 
of  promulgating  moral  conduct.  When  I 
joined  the  church,  we  looked  upon  our 
preacher  and  higher  officials  with 
respect  and  often  heard  them  say 
definitely  that  certain  things  were  wrong 
and  would  not  be  tolerated  by  the  church. 
Now,  long  has  it  been  since  we  have 
heard  a  preacher  say  certain  things  are 
wrong.  Now  they  are  evasive  and  usually 
express  tolerance  with  wrong  doing. 

Confidence  in  our  church  will  be 
restored  when  our  leaders  develop  the 
strong  backbone  our  founders  had.  Until 
that  time  confidence  will  weaken. 

W.  A.  Stubblefield 
Houston,  Texas 


I  toco.  ..TV*  VERY  POPULAR! 

TV.  . ,•  n.  Your  name  and  com- 

I  w  **•““  ***  plete  address  on  500 


crisp  white  labels  with  the  lovely  Praying  Hands 
design  only  69c  postpaid.  Adds  beauty  and 
dignity  to  your  correspondence.  ORDER  YOUR 
LABELS  TODAY! 

Royal  Gifts,  Dept.  10.  15611  Dowlwood, 

Houston.  Texas  77039. 


NOW  AVAILABLE  NATION  WIDE 

r - ^ — "1 


curricuphone 


A  unique,  toll-free  long  distance 
service  has  been  launched  to 
provide  interested  persons  an 
opportunity  to  ask  questions,  seek 
assistance,  express  opinions,  make 
suggestions,  and  learn  more  about 
United  Methodist  Church  school 
curriculum  resources. 

From  8  A  M.  to  4  P  M.  (Central 
Time)  Monday  through  Friday, 
specially  trained  personnel  will  be 
ready  to  answer  questions  or  refer 
the  caller  to  other  persons  for 
more  information.  Calls  made  at 
other  times  will  be  electronically 
recorded  and  return  calls  placed 
as  soon  as  possible  during  the  next 
working  day. 


Curric-U-Phone  is  now  available  to 
persons  throughout  the  United 
States  except  in  Alaska  and  Hawaii. 
Now  also,  conference  calls  can  be 
arranged  on  a  limited  basis  between 
editors  of  curriculum  resources 
and  persons  attending  workshops 
or  other  educational  events  Call 
for  details. 


CURRIC-U-PHONE 

Call  1-800-251-8591  Toll  Free 

Tennessee  residents  are  asked  to 
call:  615-749-6482  collect 
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UMCOR  aids  tornado  victims 

Ravaged  areas  receive  $20,000;  more  help  planned 


ORLANDO.  Fla.  —  The  technologies  of  cable  TV  can  be  used  creatively  by  people 
to  Improve  the  quality  of  their  lives.  A  new  film  to  be  released  May  1  demonstrates 
that  fact  by  featuring  the  activities  and  feelings  of  people  here  as  they  use  videotape 
equipment  and  other  public  access  facilities  provided  by  Orange  Cablevision 
Company.  Ron  Buchwald  is  filmed  in  action  as  he  videotapes  activites  at  the  Annual 
Fiesta  in  the  Park  in  Orlando.  The  film,  “Cable  TV.  Public  Access  and  People,'.'  is  a 
joint  venture  of  the  United  Methodist  and  Episcopal  churches. 

At  Pikeville 

Demonstration  ends 
with  seven  arrests 

learned'  that  the  ad  hoc  committee  was 
onc6!hgain  gearing  up  for  another 
Pikeville  confrontation. 

The  Rev.  Robert  Cruikshank,  a  United 
Methodist  minister  in  Charlton  Heights, 
W.  Va.  and  vice  chairman  of  the  ad  hoc 
group,  said  that  he  had  written  a  letter 
to  ail  the  members  of  the  hospital’s  board 
of  trustees  stating  his  plans  of  coming  to 
Pikeville  with  the  full  intention  “of  being 
arrested.” 

In  his  letter  Mr.  Cruikshank  told  the 
trustees  that  the  demonstrators  had  gone 
to  the  hospital  in  good  faith  and  “for  this 
simple  expression  of  Christian  concern 
and  constitutional  rights  they  were 
arrested,  physically  abused  and  thrown 
in  jail  where  other  abuse  and  physical 
harrassment  was  heaped  upon  them.” 

Mr.  Cruikshank  charged  that  “the 
whole  situation  is  a  travesty  upon  United 
Methodism.  It  apparently  expresses 
loudly  the  oppressive  measures  which 
have  been  practiced  by  the  hospital’s 
board  and  administration  .  .  .  However, 
I  never  realized  how  oppressive  you 
could  be  until  you  stooped  to  arrest  those 
who  prayed  for  you  .  .  . 

“Therefore,  in  answer  to  this  travesty 
in  wliich  you  have  taken  part  I  am  per¬ 
sonally  coming  to  Pikeville  to  protest 
your  oppressive  attitude  and  I  also  ex¬ 
pect  to  be  arrested.  Some  of  my  friends  in 
the  United  Methodist  ministry  will  join 
me.  There  must  be  no  place  in  United 
Methodism  for  the  type  of  oppression 
you  have  waged  in  Pikeville.” 


By  BILL  BUCHANAN 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

PIKEVILLE,  Ky.  —  A  worship  service- 
demonstration  in  support  of  striking 
workers  at  Methodist  Hospital  here  early 
last  week  resulted  in  an  altercation  with 
local  police,  ending  with  the  arrest  of 
seven  persons,  including  one  United^ 
Methodist  minister. 

The  service  was  the  first  n  a  series  of 
“high  visibility"  events  planned  by  a 
recently-formed  ad  hoc  committee  of  the 
Appalachian  Development  Committee. 
(TM/  UMR  April  5  and  12,  1974) 

The  events  are  designed  to  bring  to 
public  attention  alleged  injustices  at  the 
United  Methodist-related  facility,  which 
has  been  the  subject  of  a  non-professional 
workers’  strike  for  almost  two  years. 
(See  related  story  elsewhere  on  this 
page. 

According  to  Dr.  Robert  Forrester, 
pastor  of  Jackson  (Ky.)  United 
Methodist  Church  and  one  of  the  arrested 
demonstrators,  the  trouble  began  while 
the  workers  and  sympathizers  had  their 
heads  bowed  in  prayer  in  front  of  the 

hospital*)* 

“I  heafcd  a  woman  scream :  ‘Don’t  push 
my  daughter.’  And  that  was  the  first  time 
I  realized  the  police  were  there,”  said  Dr. 
Forrester. 

According  to  witnesses  at  the  scene, 
one  of  the  police  officers  had  attempted 
to  get  one  of  the  female  demonstrators  to 
move.  This  resulted  in  a  shoving  match 
between  several  women  and  policemen. 

Dr.  Forrester  who  is  chairman  of  the 
ad  hoc  group,  said  that  before  the 
altercation  was  over  the  policemen  drew 
out  their  billy  clubs,  struck  several 
persons  including  himself,  and  badly 
injured  one  woman. 

“I  had  stopped  to  talk  to  a  reporter 
and  then  I  heard  someone  behind  me  say 
‘Do  what  he  said.’  I  asked,  ‘What  did  he 


NEW  YORK  (UMC)— Emergency 
grants  totaling  $20,000  have  been  sent  to 
tornado-ravaged  areas  of  Alabama, 
Ohio,  Kentucky  and  Indiana  by  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
(UMCOR). 

The  tornadoes,  which  ripped  through  11 
states  destroying  homes,  businesses  and 
claiming  the  lives  of  more  than  300 
persons  April  3  and  4,  caused  extensive 
damage  to  church  property  in  several 
areas. 

However,  Dr.  J.  Harry  Haines, 
associate  general  secretary  of  UMCOR, 
noted  the  full  extent  of  damage  has  not 
yet  been  calculated,  partially  due  to 
problems  of  communication  casued  by 
the  storms.  And  officials  pointed  out  that 
the  toll  from  the  storms  is  not  only  the 
destruction  of  lives  and  property  but  also 
the  fact  that  economic  base  in  many 
communities  has  been  destroyed. 

Initial  surveys,  which  UMCOR  officials 
emphasize  are  far  from  complete,  show 
nine  church  destroyed,  eight  damaged, 
one  parsonage  destroyed  and  another 
severly  damaged. 

Dr.  James  J.  Thomas,  UMCOR 
executive  for  specialized  ministries,  said 
contacts  with  United  Methodist  area 
disaster  coordinators  showed  Ohio, 
Kentucky,  Alabama  and  Tennessee  to  be 
the  worst  hit  areas.  However,  he  noted 
the  Red  Cross,  Civil  Defense  and 
National  Guard  organizations  in  Ken¬ 
tucky  and  Tennessee  were  handling 
immediate  emergency  needs  and  local 
United  Methodist  congregations  in  those 
areas  were  responding  to  the  human 
suffering  through  volunteer  aid. 

Dr.  Thomas  said  he  anticipates  UM¬ 
COR  will  be  asked  for  between  $100,000 
and  $150,000  for  immediate  relief  of  in¬ 
dividual  needs  alone.  “This  estimate 
does  not  include  the  cost  of  repairs  to 
damaged  buildings,”  he  said. 

On  April  4,  UMCOR  dispatched 
through  Church  World  Service  clothing, 
cots,  blankets  and  $500  for  the  purchase 
of  portable  heaters  for  victims  in 
Alabama.  Subsequently,  a  $5,000 
emergency  grant  was  sent  direct  from 
UMCOR. 

According  to  the  Rev.  Howard  Marks, 
disaster  coordinator  in  Alabama,  part  of 
the  relief  funds  will  be  used  to  help 
defray  medical  costs  for  the  hundreds  of 
persons  injured  and  hospitalized  who 
have  not  medical  insurance. 

In  Ohio,  where  the  town  of  Xenia  was 
virtually  wiped  out,  Church  World 
Service  made  a  $5,000  emergency  grant 
which  was  matched  by  $5,000  from 
UMCOR. 

Grants  of  $5,000  from  UMCOR  also 
have  been  sent  to  Kentucky  and  Indiana. 
Dr.  James  T.  Harmon  of  Frankfort,  Ky., 
area  disaster  coordinator,  reported  that 
thousands  of  volunteers  frono^  United 
Methodist  and  other  denominational 
congregations  are  aiding  in  recovery  and 
cleanup  operations.  Brandenberg,  Ky., 
has  been  declared  a  disaster  area,  he 
reported. 

A  still-incomplete  survey  revealed 
churches  destroyed  in  Guin,  Ala.; 
Murphy,  N.C.;  Mansville,  Ky.;  near 
Cookville,  Tenn.;  Cincinnati,  Ohio;  and 


the  church  today 


Bicentennial  participation 
encouraged 

_ _ _  _  LAKEJUNALUSKA.N.C.  (UMC)  — If 

say?"  TheiC eight  policemen  grabbed  me  your  church  or  your  conference  has  good 
and  said  ‘you're  going  to  find  out.'  "  ideas  for  meaningful  religious  emphases 
related  Dr  Forrester  1®  tie  in  with  the  nation  s  upcoming 

However,  according  to  Capt.  Bill  bicentennial,  you  are  invited  to  send  such 
Lykins,  of  the  Kentucky  State  Police,  the  suggestions  to  the  United  Methodist 
disturbance  was  initiated  by  the  Commission  on  Archives  and  History, 
demonstrators,  not  the  police.  Box  488  Lake  Junaluska,  N.  C.  28745. 

Capt.  Lykins  said  he  and  two  other  A  national  committee,  appointed 
officers  went  to  the  hospital  in  response  recently  by  Bishop  O.  Eugene  Slater  of 
to  a  call  from  Lee  D.  Keene,  hospital  San  Antonio,  Texas,  president  of  the 


C.ornn^ission,  will  act  as  a  broker  for  such 
ideas  and  will  seek  to  coordinate  various 
bicentennial-related  events  being 
arranged  by  the  denomination’s  several 
boards  and  agencies.  The  General 
Council  on  Ministries  voted  at  its  recent 
meeting  in  Cincinnati  to  recognize  the 
special  committee  of  the  Commission  on 
Archives  and  History  as  the  coordinating 
group  for  participation  in  the  nation’s 


administrator 

“There  looked  like  there  was  a  worship 
service  or  something  going  on  wheni  got 
there,”  the  officer  related.  “I  didn’t 
approach  them  but  went  toward  the 
hospital  to  talk  with  Mr.  Keene  and  find 
out  what  had  been  going  on.  I  was  at¬ 
tacked  from  the  rear  as  I  started  in  the 
hospital.” 

From  that  point,  continued  the  state 
policeman,  the  melee  was  in  full  swing,  o.  j  •  i  ..  l  l  l 

with  the  demonstrators  “striking.  otllCly  111  WllltC  Oil  Dl&CK 

kicking,  knocking  .  .  .  doing  anything  - 

they  could  to  resist  arrest. 

The  police  officer  said  that  one 
member  of  the  demonstrating  group 
started  taking  pictures  “but  he  only  took 
pictures  of  us  trying  to  get  them  in  the 
cruisers.  He  didn’t  take  any  pictures  of 
any  of  them  hitting  us.” 

Following  a  night  in  jail  the  seven 
persons  were  released  with  $4,000  bail 
put  up  by  the  Division  of  Health  and 
Welfare  Ministries  of  the  United  Metho¬ 
dist  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

Neither  the  hospital’s  administration 
nor  the  area’s  resident  bishop  (Frank  L. 

Robertson  of  Louisville)  could  be 
reached  for  comment. 

However,  Dr.  Forrester  said  his 
district  superintendent  told  me  “I  think 
you  were  trying  to  do  something  you 
thought  was  right.  Try  not  to  worry  about 
it  (the  arrest).” 

In  addition  to  making  a  public  show  of 
their  feelings  in  the  strike  situation,  the 
demonstrators  also  hoped  to  have  an 


Soth  Milford  and  Rome  City,  Ind. 
Damaged  churches  include  those  in 
Jasper,  Hustsville  and  Decatur,  Ala.; 
near  Louisville,  Ky.;  London,  Ohio,  and 
Borden,  Ind.  United  Methodist  property 
and  buildings  other  than  churches  which 
sustained  damage  in  the  tornado  on¬ 
slaught  have  been  located  in  Atwood, 
Talma,  Monticello,  Rochester  and 
Hanove  Indiana,  and  Xenia  and  London, 
Ohio.  The  educational  building  of  the 
North  Madison,  Ind.,  United  Methodist 
Church  also  was  destroyed,  according  to 
Dr.  Thomas. 

Two  congregations  which  suffered 
during  the  floods  spawned  by  hurricane 
Agnes  in  1972,  have  quickly  responded  to 
the  plight  of  persons  ravaged  by  the 
April  tornadoes. 

Thirty  persons  from  Grace  United 


Methodist  Church  in  Corning,  N.Y.,  left 
that  city  on  Good  Friday,  April  11, 
headed  for  Guin,  Ala.,  to  spend  a  week 
aiding  in  recovery-cleanup  operations. 
The  trip  replaces  the  usual  Easter 
vacation  trip  to  Myrtle  Beach,  S.C.. 
taken  each  year  by  many  persons  in  the 
group. 

“We  will  headquarter  in  the  nearby 
town  of  Winfield,  Ala,  but  we’re  taking 


we  can’t  ask  the  area  hit  by  disaster  to 
help  sustain  us,  that  is  why  we  will  camp 
out  and  are  carrying  our  own  food  with 
us.” 

The  Grace  Church  group  also  will  take 
$3,000  collected  in  their  Lenten  offering 
and  donations  from  other  people  to  aid 
the  Alabama  tornado  victims. 

Within  48  hours  after  the  tornadoes  hit, 
UMCOR  offices  in  New  York  received  a 
call  from  the  Rev.  Donald  Ripple  of 


Capawissa  Avenue  United  Methrfist 
pert!  pastor  of  the  congregation.  Church  Sunbury'  Pa  "  offerlnS 

Grace  Church  knows  firsthand  about 
disaster.  The  church  sustained  $250,000 
damage  when  floods  inundated  the 
sanctuary. 

‘We’re  still  in  the  process  of  restoring 


Church 
assistance. 

The  500-member  Pennsylvania 
congregation,  which  suffered  in  the 
floods  of  1972  and  was  aided  by  another 
congregation,  said  they  would  like  to 
return  the  kindness  shown  them  by 
the  church,”  Reppert  said.  "We  learned  helping  a  small  congregation  suffering  in 
a  lot  of  things  during  the  flood  -  we  know  the  wake  of  the  spring  tornadoes. 


Unity,  diversity  mark  meeting 
of  Third  World  young  people 


CHICAGO,  Ill.  (UMC)  —  Com¬ 
monality.  Diversity. 

These  two  facts  stood  out  prominently 
here  last  week  as  some  60  young  mem¬ 
bers  of  four  ethnic  groups  within  the 
United  Methodist  Church  —  American 
Indian,  Asian,  black  and  Hispanic  — 
shared  in  a  Third  World  Youth  and 
Young  Adult  Conference. 

Commonality  grew  as  each  group 
dramatically  presented  its  culture  and 
history  of  discrimination  and  ex¬ 
ploitation  at  the  hands  of  the  white 
majority  in  church  and  nation.  It  also 
was  evident  in  a  determination  to  obtain 
redress. 

Diversity  was  evident  not  only  between 
the  four  groups,  but  within  them  as  well. 
And  it  was  apparent  at  the  meeting’s 
conclusion  that  diversity  would  make 
work  toward  redress  more  difficult. 

When  an  attempt  was  made  to  form  a 
united  coalition  from  among  the  groups, 
the  Indian  youth  demurred  on  the 
grounds  that  they  needed  more  time  to 
work  through  circumstances  arising  out 
of  their  tribal  differences  and  small 
numbers  within  the  church. 

“We  need  to  come  together  ourselves 
before  we  can  make  a  contribution,”  was 
the  way  one  youth  put  it. 

After  extended  discussion  it  was 
agreed  that  no  formal  coalition  structure 
would  be  set  up  now,  but  that  two 
representatives  from  each  of  the  four 
groups  would  continue  meeting  and 
attempt  to  build  on  the  experiences  of  the 
Palm  Sunday  weekend. 

Whatever  their  diversities,  the  con- 


Church  in  San  Francisco,  Calif. 

He  also  urged  ethnic  people  to  “begin 
to  live  their  lives  so  they  know  they  have 
something  to  contribute  to  the  world.” 
And,  he  cautioned  that  “we  (ethnics) 
have  a  way  of  killing  our  own  .  .  .  (and) 


we’ve  got  to  move  beyond  that  point." 

“I  hope  when  we  leave  here  we  will  be 
liberators  that  will  turn  the  church  in  a 
new  direction,”  the  Glide  pastor  con¬ 
cluded. 


Bicentennial  plans 
developed  by  churches 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  One  of  the  most 
broadly  representative  groups  of 
prominent  Americans  ever  assembled  to 
back  an  interreligious  project  was  an¬ 
nounced  here  as  sponsor  of  FORWARD 
‘76,  a  U.S.  Bicentennial  initiative. 

FORWARD  is  an  acronym  for 
Freedom  of  Religion  Will  Advance  Real 
Democracy,  launched  by  the  trustees  of 
The  Interchurch  Center,  a  building 
housing  many  church  and  ecumenical 
headquarters  here. 

Sponsors  include  leaders  of  Protestant, 
Roman  Catholic,  Eastern  Orthodox, 
Jewish  and  other  religious  communities 
in  the  nation,  as  well  as  representatives 
of  business,  education  and  service 
organizations. 

Among  the  initial  sponsors  are 
Evangelist  Billy  Graham;  Mrs.  Martin 
Luther  King,  Jr.;  editor  Norman 
Cousins;  Catholic  Archbishop  William 
Baum  of  Washington,  D.  C.  ;  Rabbi  Irwin 
M.  Blank,  president  of  the  Synagogue 
Council  of  America;  the  Rev.  W.  Sterling 
Cary,  president  of  the  National  Coupe  il  of 


(^epce  p^'rjiipipants  agreed  tljat  they  Churches, .Vernon  Jordan,  directpi 


bicentennial  by  the  several  boards  and 
agencies. 

Archives  and  History 
announces  awards 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C,  (RNS)  — 
The  United  Methodist  Church  Com¬ 
mission  on  Archives  and  History  has 
announced  three  winners  in  a  contest 
involving  historical  manuscripts  by 
seminary  and  college  students. 

At  the  college  level,  the  Sarah  Dickey 
prize  of  $200  was  presented  to  James  A. 
Ward  Jr.  of  High  Point  (N.C.)  College  for 
his  paper  on  “Methodism  Among  the 
Cherokee  Nation  from  1816-1844.” 

In  the  seminary  section,  first  prize  of 
$200  went  to  Steven  D.  Morgan  of  Duke 
Divinity  School,  Durham,  N.C.,  for  his 
manuscript,  “Lighting  the  Fire  of  Ameri¬ 
can  Methodism:  Devereax  Jarratt’s 
Fostering  Relationship  With  the  Early 
American  Methodists.” 


had  a  better  understanding  of  each 
other’s  culture  than  when  they  came.  For 
many,  the  weekend  represented  the  first 
concentrated  exposure  to  the  history  and 
culture  of  another  ethnic  group. 

And  while  a  formal  coalition  was  not 
formed  here,  the  participants  —  15  from 
each  of  the  four  groups  —  left  with 
reminders  that  organization  would  be 
necessary  if  they  were  to  achieve  their 
goals. 

“The  oppressor  is  going  to  listen  to  the 
oppressed  only  when  the  oppressed  has 
the  power,”  said  Jovelino  Ramos  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches  Com¬ 
mission  on  Justice,  Liberation,  and 
Human  Fulfillment  in  one  of  the  major 
addresses  of  the  weekend. 

‘The  only  way  for  the  oppressed  to  get 
power  is  to  get  organized,”  he  declared. 
“The  American  establishment,”  he 
added  “has  a  facility  for  sowing 
suspicion  and  division  among  minority 
coalitions.” 

The  NCC  official  rejected  a 
geographical  definition  for  “third 
world.”  “Anyone  who  is  oppressed  no 
matter  where  they  are  is  a  part  of  the 
third  world,”  he  stated. 

Both  Mr.  Ramos  and  the  Rev.  Cecil 
Williams,  keynote  speaker,  said  that 
“history  is  on  the  side  of  the  oppressed.” 

“I  am  convinced  that  if  America  and 
the  world  is  to  be  changed  it  will  be 
changed  by  people  of  color,”  declared 
Mr.  Williams,  minister  of  celebration  at 
Glide  Memorial  United  Methodist 


National  Urban  League;  Archbishop 
Iakovos,  primate  of  the  Greek  Ortho¬ 
dox  Archdiocese  of  North  and  South 
America;  and  United  Methodist  Bishop 
James  K.  Matthews  cf  Washington. 

FORWARD  ‘76  seeks  to  stimulate  a 
deep  appreciation  for  the  contribution  of 
religion  to  the  nation's  heritage  of 
“liberty  and  justice  for  all.” 


It  will  stress  that  religious  liberty  cuts 
across  all  lines  of  race,  class,  creed,  sex, 
ethnic  identity,  national  origin  and 
political  affiliation. 

Dr.  R.  H.  Edwin  Espy,  retired  general 
secretary  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches,  is  chairman  of  the  project 
which  will  serve  as  a  channel  that  will 
enable  groups  to  coordinate  bicentennial 
plans,  especially  those  dealing  with 
religious  themes. 

“A  major  source  of  high  human  values 
in  most  societies  is  religion,”  Dr.  Espy 
said  in  announcing  the  sponsors  of 
FORWARD.  "Religious  beliefs  in  the 
dignity  of  man  and  his  God-given  rights 
of  self-determination  and  freedom  were 
basic  to  the  thinking  of  those  who  forged 
a  new  nation  in  America. 

“In  our  agreement  and  conviction  that 
‘Congress  shall  make  no  law  respecting 
an  establishment  of  religion’  we  tend  to 
forget  that  ‘the  free  exercise  thereof’ 
produced  a  remarkable  dedication  to 
fundamental  moral  principles  in  the 
establishment  of  this  country. 

“if  yve  can  recover  these  basic 
religiously  inspired  moral  value  systems 
and  restate  them  in  convincing  ways, 
they  should  be  instrumental  in  helping  us 
to  rededicate  ourselves  and  our  nation  to 
higher  standards  of  human  dignity.” 

FORWARD  was  initiated  with  a 
$100,000  grant  from  trustees  of  The 
Interchurch  Center.  An  additional 
$800,000  is  being  sought  for  a  three-year 
period. 


The  preacher’s  a  lady ,  too 


WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (RNS)  — 
Women  ministers  who  head  congrega¬ 
tions,  still  rare  in  U.S.  society,  are 
frequently  asked  by  the  curious,  “What’s 
it  like  to  be  a  woman  pastor?” 

But  with  the  Rev.  Kathryn  Moore,  the 
question  is  carried  one  step  further: 
"What’s  it  like  to  be  the  white  woman 
pastor  of  a  black  church?" 

Mrs.  Moore  is  pastor  of  Douglas 
Memorial  United  Methodist  church  here, 
a  250-member  black  congregation.  She 
describes  it  as  a  ghetto  area  church  in 
one  of  the  “riot  corridors"  of  Washington 
(where  1968  riots  took  place)  which  has 
maintained  its  image  as  a  symbol  of  the 
“black  cause.” 

Mrs.  Moore,  however,  does  not  con¬ 
sider  herself  essentially  a  defendant  of 
...  nt  t the  ‘‘black  cause.”  Nor  does  she  like 

interv,ew  with  representatives  of  he  bei ngdescribed  as  a  white  woman  pastor 
Joint  Committee  on  Hospital  & 


in  a  black  church. 

“I  don’t  look  at  it  that  way,”  she  said  in 


Accreditation,  an  arm  of  the  American 
Hospital  Association,  who  were  in  ,  hone  int  iew 

Pikeville  on  the  day  of  the  demonstration  . 

for  the  hospital’s  bi-annual  review. 

The  demonstrators  had  gone  to  the 
hospital  Monday  following  attendance  at 
Holy  Week  services  at  the  Pikeville 
United  Methodist  Church. 

And  before  week’s  end  TM/  UMR 


Mrs.  Moore  said  she  has  been  received 
“very  well”  by  the  black  congregation. 
She  is  one  of  only  two  whites  in  the 
church.  Her  husband.  Earnest,  is  black. 

She  said  race  naturally  heightens  to 
some  degree  the  problems  existing  in  any 
normal  relationship  between  people. 


“But  people  are  really  just  people.” 

Mrs.  Moore  prefers  to  see  her  role  as 
one  pastor  working  with  other  area 
pastors  in  a  “united  Christian  witness”  to 
help  life  in  the  neighborhood. 

At  another  level,  she  hopes  to  help 
eliminate  prejudice  and  “break 
stereotypes”  that  exist  between  all 
races,  so  “people  can  start  to  meet  each 
other  as  people.” 

“There  is  discrimination,  and  it  doesn’t 
just  come  from  whites,”  Mrs.  Moore 
said.  She  noted  that  all  races  tend  to  view 
members  of  other  races  —  at  least 
initially  —  as  somewhat  different,  and 
“assume”  certain  things  about  them. 

For  example,  Mrs.  Moore  said  that  as 
the  only  white  in  a  black  group,  some 
blacks  tend  to  “assume  I’m  whitey 
without  trying  to  get  to  know  me.” 

Mrs.  Moore,  ordained  in  1967,  has 
worked  in  a  church  leadership  capacity 
“since about  8th  grade.”  Ten  members  of 
her  family  have  been  clergymen.  Her 
only  sister  is  a  nurse  ( “we  are  both  in  the 
healing  profession”). 

Her  father  served  as  a  chaplain  in 
Japan  for  a  time,  and  Mrs.  Moore  said 
she  has  been  close  to  members  of  various 
minority  groups  most  of  her  life. 

Mrs.  Moore  and  her  husband  —  a  staff 


member  of  the  Capitol’s  Department  of 
Recreation  —  have  been  married  for  five 
years.  They  have  a  4-year-old  son,  Ernie, 
Jr. 

The  Moores  met  while  she  was  serving 
as  coordinator  of  the  inner  city  ministry 
at  Foundry  Methodist  church,  working  in 
a  multi-racial  area  which  included 
blacks,  the  Spanish  speaking  and 
Koreans.  Mr.  Moore  directed  a  program 
at  a  recreation  center  near  the  church 
and  the  couple  cooperated  in  many 
programs  for  children. 

Mrs.  Moore’s  long  range  goal  is  to  see 
the  expansion  of  the  pastoral  and  social 
ministries  at  Douglas  Memorial.  She  said 
a  youth  gospel  choir  is  being  formed ;  an 
inner  city  youth  rally  was  held  recently. 

Mainly,  she  wants  to  cooperate  with 
the  ecumenical  ministry  to  help  “make 
Christ  visible  to  the  community.” 

Mrs.  Moore  said  area  Christian  groups 
are  planning  a  series  of  Lenten  activities 
which  will  include  a  Holy  Saturday 
“cross  march.” 

“We  intend  to  meet  and  march  in 
Christian  regalia  to  places  in  the  areas 
where  ‘crucifixions’  took  place,”  she 
said. 


Classified 

Rato:  25c  per  word,  figure  ar  Intitlal  per  In¬ 
sertion.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on 
contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  in  advance.  Minimum  charge  of  S6.25 
Service  charge  o>-  Wind  ads  SI. 00  per  Insertion. 

FOR  SALE:  Complete  32-lnch  bell.  From  First 
Methodist  Church.  Silver  City,  New  Mexico. 
Dedicated  1880.  $500.  See  or  write:  Dale 
Young.  500  W.  Broadway.  Silver  City,  N.M. 

88061. 

DELUXE  ORIENTAL  TOUR:  Rev.  and  Mrs. 

Ed  Laux.  experienced  escorts.  Invite  you  to 

Join  them.  3  weeks  in  August  *74.  Brochure 
available.  Write:  Rev.  Ed  Laux,  6247 
Annapolis.  Dallas.  Texas  75214. 

WE  SPECIALIZE  IN  church  pew  upholstery. 
Quality  work  at  reasonable  prices.  For  further 
information,  contact:  Randall’s  Upholstery. 

408  S.  College.  Waxahachle.  Texas  75165. 
Telephone  (214)  937-3680. 

A  UNIQUE  OPPORTUNITY.  A  sute^iw 
retired  salesman  or  minister  to  represent  one 
of  America’s  fastest  growing  religious  radio 
programs  In  your  area.  Exceptionally  good 
Income  potential.  If  Interested,  write, 
Methodist  Hour.  Box  77,  Orlando,  Florida 

32802 

EUROPEAN  ADVENTURE.  Deluxe  tour 
through  Czechoslovakia.  Yugoslavia. 
Bulgaria.  Romania.  July  22-August  12. 
Escorted  by  prominent  church  official.  Write: 
Guild  Travel.  401-44Ui  SL.  N.W.,  Canton.  Ohio 
44709. 

$266  ROUND  TRIP  from  New  York  to 
Luxembourg.  Three  15-day  escorted,  from  $524 
to  $708;  two  22-day  escorted,  from  $669  to  S879. 
Private  bath,  two  meals  dally,  except  SS24.  90 
tours:  escorted.  Independent.  Earn  trip.  W.  H. 

Sims  Tours.  2320  Chimney  Rock,  Houston, 
Texas  77027.  (713)  782-1601. 

FOR  SALE:  Allen  organ,  model  C-l,  Including 

2  gyrophonlc  speakers,  $2,000.  J.  M.  Marshall. 

4077  Northaven  Rd..  Dallas.  Texas  75229,  or 
call  (214)  351-1960. 

FUND  RAISING:  Even  small  groups  earn 
$200-S300-S400  with  Wayne  Candy.  Wayne 

GREECE.  EGYPT,  HOLY  LAND.  ROME 
SWITZERLAND.  AMSTERDAM.  22  days. 

July  '74.  Personally  escorted  tour.  Christian 
group.  For  brochure,  write:  Rev.  Rex  Sample, 

Box  67.  Simla.  Colo.  80835. 

cooked  up  4  different  top-quality  candy  Items 
just  for  hind  raising.  Send  $1  for  sample  box 
plus  complete  details.  4  varieties,  $2.98  post¬ 
paid.  Sales  representatives  wanted.  Write: 
Action  Fund  Raising.  Tllleda.  Wls.  54978. 

HOME  PARENTS  NEEDED  for  clu.d  care. 

These  are  full  time  positions  for  married 
•couples  with  no  dependents.  In  addition  to 
salary,  we  provide  meals,  laundry  service, 
living  quarters  while  on  duty,  sick  leave;  also 
insurance  and  retirement  programs  are 
available.  Applicants  must  be  non-smokers, 
non-drinkers,  high  school  graduate,  preferably 
with  college  training.  These  positions  can 
provide  very  rewarding  experiences.  Please 
contact  the  personnel  Department.  Methodist 
Home.  1111  Herring  Ave..  Waco.  Texas  76708. 

FROM  DALLAS.  JUNE  15.  Grand  Tour 
Europe.  Scandinavia.  Russia.  Fall  tour: 
Greece.  Turkey.  Rhodes.  Cyprus.  7  days 
luxury  liner,  7  days  Holy  Land.  Bess 
Loudermllk.  3339  Milton.  Dallas  75205.  (214) 
363-2692. 

MINISTERS,  SPEAKERS.  TEACHERS. 
HUMOR  LOVERS:  Get  “I  Heard  of  the  Man 
Who  ...”  for  hundreds  humorous  religious 
stories.  Illustrations.  For  sermons,  speeches, 
conversation.  $1.00.  Rev.  Rutherford.  P.O.  Box 

263.  Elkhart.  Ind.  46514. 

FOR  FREE  INTRODUCTORY  mini- 
subscription  (4  Issues)  of  Methodist 
Federation  for  Social  Action’s  monthly  "Social 
Questions  Bulletin.’’  write:  MFSA,  76  Clinton 
Ave..  Staten  Island.  N.Y.  10301.  Emergency 
Pikeville  Hospital  Action  Packet  available  at 
*1. 

200  HUMOROUS  ILLUSTRATIONS  FOR 
RELIGIOUS  SPEAKERS.  Send  $1.00  to: 

1  Christian  Communications.  P.O.  Box  11025, 

Knoxville.  Tenn.  37919. 

OAK  SANCTUARY  FURNITURE  for  sale:  2 
Sedallas  and  37  eleven-foot  pews  with 
cushions.  48"  wide  pulpit  and  matching  30” 
lectum  with  carvings.  3  pulpit  cathedral  back 
chairs.  Contact:  Preston  Hollow  United 
Methodist  Church.  6315  Walnut  Hill  Lane. 
Dallas.  Texas.  363-4393. 

Cushions  For 

Church  Pews 

COMFORT  AND  BEAUTY 

AT  PRICES  YOU 

CAN  AFFORD 

flowers  Cushion 

FOR  SALE:  Baldwin  electronic  organ.  Model 

3.  2  manual,  2  large  speakers,  $1,000.  Set  of 
electronic  wall  chimes,  can  be  purchased 

separately.  $500.  Write:  Aspen  Community 
Church.  Box  358.  Aspen.  Colo.  81811.  Phone 
(303)  925-1571. 

Service 

Keene,  Texas  76059 

Phone 

(817)  M 15-9203 
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Rural  church  changing 

‘ Parson 9  stereotype  giving  way  to  team  ministries 


By  BILL  BUCHANAN 
Senior  Staff  Writer 
DELAWARE.  Ohio|~ 

—  If  your  idea  of  I 
rural  Methodism  I 
still  drifts  romanti-[ 
cally  toward  the  I 
image  jof  a  humble  I 
circuit-riding  par- " 
son  with  hat 
hand,  you  may  be  in  3 
for  a  surprise. 

New  things  are! 

coming  in  rural"  _  __  _  . 

6  Dr.  McSwain 

‘Minister  to 
deaf  slain 

BALTIMORE  -  The  Rev.  Louis  W. 
Fox  well,  “minister  to  the  deaf”  here  for 
more  than  30  years,  was  shot  and  killed 
outside  his  Baltimore  home  early  this 
month. 

An  ordained  United  Methodist 
minister,  Mr.  Foxwell  had  been  on 
special  appointment  serving  deaf 
congregations  in  Baltimore  as  well  as 
Washington  for  most  of  his  career.  He 
was  pastor  of  Christ  Church  for  the  Deaf 
here. 

Though  he  himself  was  able  to  hear, 
Mr.  Foxwell  was  the  child  of  deaf 
parents,  and  reportedly  did  not  learn  to 
speak  until  he  was  six  years  old. 

The  shooting  death  of  Mr.  Foxwell 
spurred  a  “massive  city  wide  manhunt” 
in  this  city,  with  the  state’s  vocational 
rehabilitation  executives  characterizing 
the  incident  as  “one  of  the  greatest  losses 
our  field  has  sustained.”  Two  teenage 
youths  have  been  arrested  in  the  case. 
Robbery  is  suspected  as  the  motive. 

A  spokesperson  of  the  Baltimore 
Conference  told  TM/  UMR  it  is  not 
known  when  a  replacement  for  Mr. 
Foxwell  will  be  named. 

Christ  church  in  Baltimore  is  one  of  the 
few  fully-staffed  churches  for  the  deaf  in 
the  United  States. 


— 

Poem  of  the  Week 

Creation 

By  L.  J.  STOUT 
Lord.  I  feel  myself  at  one 
With  Thy  vast  world.  I  know 
That  we  were  not  some  cosmic  fragment 
Hurled  by  forces  so 

Uncaring  that  only  by  chance 
Does  life  exist  at  all; 

I  know  that  by  Your  plan  does  every 
Thing,  both  large  and  small. 

Have  its  own  special  use  and  meaning. 
And  Thy  love  is  shared 
By  all  who  know  their  lives  were  built 
By  One  who  knew  —  and  cared. 


Eggs- 
10C  Each 


Sound  expensive?  Not  really,  when  they 
are  hatching  eggs,  delivered  to  needy 
farmers  in  one  of  50  overseas  countries. 
A  great  way  to  help  a  refugee  farmer  re¬ 
establish  his  flock.  $5  delivers  50  eggs, 
each  just  waiting  to  become  a  chick. 

Send  this  coupon  for  Advance  Department 

more  information  to  Room  1316 

475  Riverside  Dr. 

Ad  104  New  York.  N  Y.  10027 


mailing  addraia 


churchmanship  —  and  they’re  coming 
fast. 

So  says  Dr.  Harold  McSwain  who  has 
become  one  of  the  first  of  a  relatively 
new  breed  of  animal:  director  of  a 
conference  Rural  Ministries  Training 
Program. 

One  of  the  things  aborning,  says  the 
rural  ministries  expert,  is  the  idea  of 
team  ministries. 

This  idea,  he  explained,  does  not 
eschew  the  traditional  system  of  ap¬ 
pointing  one  pastor  to  one  church,  but  it 
greatly  modifies  it. 

No  longer  will  the  rural  pastor  be  the 
only  professional  churchperson 
parishioners  come  in  contact  with,  and 
no  longer  will  the  pastor  be  the  sole 
spiritual  leader  of  the  people. 

Team  ministry  to  rural  churches 

Under  the  team  ministries  concept, 
rural  pastors  in  a  given  geographical 
area  will  be  loosely  joined  together  in  — 
you  guessed  it  —  a  team.  In  appointing 
pastors  in  a  given  geographical  area, 
concern  will  be  given  to  using  pastors 
with  a  variety  of  professional  specialities 
and  interest  —  such  as  counseling,  ad¬ 
ministration,  theology,  community 
organizing. 

In  that  way,  explains  Dr.  McSwain, 
each  individual  congregation  will  have  a 
full  spectrum  of  qualified  professionals 
to  call  upon,  rather  than  just  one  person 
who  has  to  be  everything  to  everyone. 

As  the  concept  develops,  continued  Dr. 
McSwain,  it  is  hoped  that  qualified  lay 
leadership  will  become  involved  with  the 
ministerial  team  and  develop  new  and 
more  dynamic  styles  of  lay  leadership. 

In  this  way,  the  laity,  it  is  hoped,  will 
increasingly  become  the  backbone  of  the 
church,  with  the  team  of  ministers 
playing  the  roles  of  resource  persons  and 
troubleshooters . 

“There’s  an  emerging  consciousness 
that  we  have  to  minister  where  the  need 
is,”  continued  Dr.  McSwain,  who  also 
holds  the  title  of  Director  of  Field 
Education  at  Methodist  Theological 
School  here.  “Now  that  may  be  in  the 
inner  city  or  that  may  be  in  rural  areas, 
but  those  are  the  orders  under  which  we 
are  marching  increasingly.” 

Breaking  through  tradition 

In  explaining  the  type  of  team 
ministry  he  envisions,  Dr.  McSwain 
admitted  that  some  difficulty  is  likely  to 
be  encountered  with  the  powers-that-be 
who  have  a  tendency  to  cling  rigidly  to 
traditional  one-man,  one-church  ap¬ 
pointment  methods.  But,  he  said,  the 
resistance  is  beginning  to  break  down. 

Ecumenists  share 
in  ordination  of 
S.  Baptist  woman 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (RNS)  -  Mary 
Anne  Forehand  was  ordained  to  the 
Baptist  ministry  here  in  an  in¬ 
terdenominational  service  featuring 
participation  by  a  Roman  Catholic  nun, 
three  United  Methodist  ministers,  and  a 
clergyman  of  the  Christian  Reformed 
Church. 

A  Southern  Baptist,  Ms.  Forehand  was 
ordained  to  become  associate  pastor  of 
the  interracial  Takoma  Park  Baptist 
Church,  which  is  affiliated  with  both 
American  Baptist  Churches  and  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention. 

Takoma  Park  was  the  fourth 
congregation  to  which  she  had  applied 
for  ordination.  The  graduate  of  Southern 
Baptist  Theological  Seminary, 
Louisville,  Ky.,  had  been  turned  down  by 
her  home  church  in  Burnet,  Tex.,  a 
congregation  in  Alabama  where  she  had 
been  a  member,  and  one  in  Kentucky 
where  she  had  been  a  staff  member. 

At  the  ordination  service,  James  A. 
Langley,  executive  secretary-treasurer 
of  the  District  of  Columbia  Baptist 
Convention  reproved  “the  cynics  and 
critics”  who  have  challenged  Ms. 
Forehand’s  ordination  on  the  basis  of 
New  Testament  teachings.  He  called  for 
more  “openness”  in  interpreting 
Scripture. 

Participating  in  the  service  from  the 
Washington  area  were:  Sister  Denise 
Curry  of  the  Academy  of  Notre  Dame; 
the  Rev.  Alphonso  J.  Harrod,  pastor  of 
Brightwood  Park  United  Methodist 
Church;  the  Rev.  Woodward  A.  Bartages 
of  Albright  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church;  the  Rev.  Herley  Bowling  of 
Petworth  United  Methodist  Church;  and 
the  Rev  George  Stob.  a  Christian 
Reformed  clergyman. 
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For  one  thing,  explained  the  professor, 
the  rural  parish  is  decreasingly  viewed 
as  a  dumping  ground  for  those  who  don't 
quite  make  it  professionally  and  get  a  big 
suburban  church.  No  longer  is  the  rural 
parish  simply  a  training  ground  for 
seminary  graduates  or  a  holding-pattern 
into  which  pastors  near  retirement  age 
are  placed. 

It's  becoming  a  dynamic  challenge 
which  many  pastors  view  as  a 
professional  calling. 

And  Dr.  McSwain  should  know  —  he’s 
one  of  those  who  view  it  as  a  professional 
calling. 

Before  coming  to  Ohio  Dr.  McSwain, 
who  holds  the  PhD  from  Emory 
University,  worked  with  the  Commission 
on  Religion  in  Appalachia  and  the  United 
Methodist  Rural  Fellowship. 

The  rural  church,  continues  Dr. 
McSwain,  has  been  more  successful  than 
other  churches  in  resisting  change.  But 
now  social  change  is  staring  them  in  the 
face  —  fiercely  at  times  —  and  things  are 
beginning  to  happen  fast. 

Traditionally,  he  said,  “the  church 
viewed  its  task  as  saving  folks,  to  which 
many  responded  ‘so  what?  ’  Now  the 
church  is  trying  to  answer  that  ‘so  what?’ 
question.” 

Link  between  town  and  country 

For  one  thing,  he  said,  the  links  be¬ 
tween  rural  problems  and  inner-city 
problems  are  becoming  more  obvious 
because  it  is  largely  former  rural 
residents  who  occupy  the  inner  city.  “In 
this  area  a  lot  of  preventive  work  could 
be  done  in  the  rural  parish.” 

Also,  he  explained,  the  economy  of  the 
rural  world  is  in  an  upheaval  over  the 
loss  of  population  and,  consequently,  the 
loss  of  a  tax  base. 

The  problems  are  many,  and  the  an¬ 
swers  often  appear  to  be  scarce,  he  said. 

Having  worked  with  rural  people  all  his 
life,  Dr.  McSwain  knows  them  pretty  well 
—  after  all  he  is  a  rural  person.  And  he 
knows  that  rural  persons  have  something 
going  for  them. 

And  that  “something"  is  a  real,  hard¬ 
core  “caring  about  people.”  Generally, 
he  said,  rural  people  do  not  care  so  much 
about  your  credentials,  where  you’re 
from  or  how  much  education  you’ve  got. 
They  want  to  know  you,  and  from  that 
point  they’ll  make  a  judgment  about  how 
you’re  going  to  affect  their  lives. 


“I  look  out  at  all  those  barracks  lights  and  think  that  I’ll  never  even  scratch  the 
surface,"  says  Chaplain  Rodney  C.  Wallace  of  his  role  as  night  minister. 

PHOTO  BY  PH2  MICHAEL  DIEHL 

United  Methodist  'night  minister ’ 

Chaplain’s  parish  is 
an  Air  Force  base 


By  MICHAEL  DIEHL 

MILLINGTON,  Tenn.  —  “I  look  out  at 
all  those  barracks  lights  and  think  that 
I’ll  never  even  scratch  the  surface.  It’s 
such  a  big  base,  and  there  are  thousands 
of  people  here.” 

For  Chaplain  Rodney  C.  Wallace,  this 
thought  occurs  each  night  as  he  steps 
from  his  office  to  begin  his  work  as 
“Night  Minister”  at  Naval  Air  Station 
Memphis  here.  The  immensity  of  the 
task  before  him  may  cause  his  footsteps 
to  pause  for  a  moment,  but  his  efforts  are 
not  stilled. 

An  ordained  United  Methodist 
clergyman,  Chaplain  Wallace  brings 
pastoral  visitation  to  as  many  of  the 
station’s  Navy  and  Marine  personnel  as 
possible,  but  there  are  more  than  10,000 
service  men  and  women  here  on  any 
given  day,  and  nearly  25,000  technical 
training  students  attend  courses  aboard 
Navy  Memphis  each  year.  Each  night, 
the  chaplain  talks  with  a  few  more  of 
them,  makes  more  friends,  and 
“scratches  the  surface”  enough  that 
ripples  have  begun  to  spread  among  the 
station  populace. 

The  Chaplain’s  Department  here  has 
seen  a  recent  increase  in  attendance  of 


Belief  in  devil  increases , 
according  to  survey 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  Belief  in  the 
devil  has  significantly  increased  during 
the  last  decade  —  while  belief  in  God  has 
dropped,  according  to  an  analysis  by  the 
Center  for  Policy  Research  here. 

The  analysis  shows  that  48  per  cent  of 
Americans  now  believe  “completely”  in 
the  existence  of  the  devil,  compared  with 
37  per  cent  who  did  so  in  1964  —  an  in¬ 
crease  of  11  per  cent. 

At  the  same  time,  the  proportion  of 
Americans  who  were  “absolutely  certain 
that  God  exists,”  decreased  from  77  per 
cent  in  1964  to  69  per  cent  in  1973  —  a  drop 
of  8  per  cent. 

At  first  glance,  the  startling  data  may 
suggest  that  there  is  a  rising  cult  of 
Satanism.  However,  Dr.  Clyde  Z.  Nunn, 
senior  research  associate  at  the  Center 
for  Policy  Research,  said  the  statistics 
actually  “indicate  something  quite 
different." 

“Overwhelmingly,  those  certain  about 
the  devil’s  existence  are  God-fearing, 
church-going  gentiles,”  he  said.  “Some 
94  per  cent  of  those  completely  certain 
the  devil  exists  are  also  absolutely 
certain  that  God  exists.” 

Only  one  person  in  the  entire  sample 
claimed  the  devil,  but  no  God,  exists." 

Dr.  Nunn  said  the  so-called  “Satan- 
cults,”  which  have  received  such  wide 
publicity  in  the  media,  still  appear  to  be 
statistically  so  small  that  their  numbers 
do  not  even  appear  in  the  national  sur¬ 
vey.  He  said  representatives  of  the  Satan 
cults  say  they  are  increasing  —  and  this 
may  be  true  —  but  they  are  still  very 
small  when  seen  from  the  national  level. 

Dr.  Nunn,  who  is  currently  working  on 
a  draft  of  the  analysis  for  publication, 
said  the  overall  decline  in  the  belief  of 
God  appears  to  be  “part  of  the  seculari¬ 
zation  of  society.” 

“The  percentage  believing  in  the  devil 
could  be  even  greater  now,"  Dr.  Nunn 
said.  “These  data  do  not  reflect  the 
impact  of  mushrooming  media  attention 
to  the  devil-phenomena,  especially  the 
movie,  ‘The  Exorcist.’  ”  (The  national 
survey  was  conducted  before  the  movie 
was  released.) 

Dr.  Nunn’s  analysis  is  based  on  a  1973 
national  attitude  survey,  in  which 
questions  on  the  devil  were  included.  The 
study  was  conducted  by  Dr.  Nunn  and 
two  research  associates  under  a  National 
Science  Foundation  Grant. 

In  Dr.  Nunn’s  analysis  of  the  devil 
phenomena,  he  compares  returns  from 
his  national  study  with  those  of  the  well 
known  1964  study  by  Dr.  Charles  Glock  of 
the  University  of  California  at  Berkeley, 
in  which  Identical  questions  were  asked. 

Dr.  Nunn  said  that  his  research  showed 
that  “Protestants  are  more  likely  to 
believe  in  the  devil  than  are  Catholics  — 
who  in  turn  are  more  likely  to  be  devil 
believers  than  are  Jews. 

He  said  only  3  per  cent  of  Jews  believed 
the  existence  of  the  devil  was  “com¬ 
pletely”  or  “probably”  true.  The  Pro¬ 
testant  response  was  58  per  cent 
“completely”  and  18  per  cent 
“probably”  true. 

Dr  Nunn  said  their  research  shows 
that  “devil  believers”,  in  addition  to 


being  “God-fearing  church-going  gen¬ 
tiles,”  tend  also  to  be  “overwhelmingly 
from  the  South  and  mid-America.”  They 
also  tend  to  be  older,  less  educated  and 
higher  in  authoritarianism  than  non¬ 
believers. 

“Education  clearly  has  a  marked 
impact  on  supernatural  belief  in  the 
devil,”  Dr.  Nunn  said.  ”...  As  the 
educational  level  increases,  the  per¬ 
centage  who  are  certain  the  devil  exists 
goes  down.”  (62  per  cent  of  those  with 
less  than  high  school  believe  the  devil  is 
completely  true,  compared  with  39  per 
cent  of  those  with  some  college  who  so 
believe.) 

Commenting  on  some  of  the  possible 
dangers  of  the  current  upward  trend  in 
devil  belief,  Dr.  Nunn  said  there  is  a 
strong  correlation  between  attitudes 
associated  with  devil-belief  and  general 
intolerance. 

“The  devil  is  typically  viewed  as 
mischievously  doing  his  dirty  tricks  by 
possessing  or  working  through  people,” 
the  research  scholar  said. 

Dr.  Nunn  held  that  it  is  possible  for 
devil  believers  to  adopt  the  “devil 
theory”  as  an  answer  to  social  problems 
—  and  then  to  blame  and  hunt  down  those 
they  believe  are  the  “earthly  in¬ 
struments”  of  Satan. 

He  warned  that  the  danger  comes  when 
those  who  are  designated  as  the  devil’s 
helpers  —  are  not  the  actual  source  of  the 
problem  —  but  merely  scapegoats 
selected  by  the  intolerant  person  who 
mistrusts  any  person  who  is  slightly 
deviant  or  non-conformist  to  “accepted 


single  service  personnel  at  Sunday 
services,  and  part  of  this  may  well  come 
from  the  ranks  of  those  who  have  talked 
with  Chaplain  Wallace  one  evening. 

“Our  department  tries  to  listen  to  the 
needs  of  the  young  Navy  and  Marine 
population  here,”  says  Mr.  Wallace, 
“and  we  attempt  to  develop  a  ministry  to 
meet  those  needs.” 

The  Night  Minister’s  work  first  began 
here  in  early  January  of  1974,  shortly 
after  Chaplain  Wallace  was  moved  from 
his  position  as  Marine  Air  Training 
Support  Group  90’s  liaison  chaplain  to  the 
air  station’s  in  house  staff.  Originally 
from  Daingerfield,  Tex.,  Chaplain 
Wallace  reported  to  Navy  Memphis 
nearly  three  years  after  his  graduation 
from  the  Perkins  School  of  Theology  at 
Southern  Methodist  University. 

Making  his  nightly  rounds  without 
fanfare,  Chaplain  Wallace  walks  through 
different  areas  of  the  station  visiting 
barracks  and  offices,  the  enlisted  galley 
and  the  recreation  centers,  station 
security  and  the  counseling  and 
assistance  center. 

“I  don’t  have  a  system  for  selecting  the 
places  I’ll  visit  any  given  night,”  says  the 
chaplain.  “It’s  pretty  much  at  random.” 
But  the  “random”  choice  of  a  barracks 
and  a  door  has  occasionally  been  more 
accurate  than  any  pre-scheduled  ap¬ 
pointment: 

“There  have  been  times  when  I  just 
walked  into  a  barracks  and  chose  a  room, 
knocked  on  the  door  and  was  invited  in, 
began  to  talk  to  the  people  there  and 
found  that  this  was  the  moment  when 
they  needed  a  chaplain  very  much.” 

At  other  times,  Chaplain  Wallace  is  not 
the  one  who  chooses  the  time  or  the 
place:  as  he  walks  down  a  passageway, 
he  is  sometimes  asked,  “Can  I  talk  to 
you?” 

One  of  the  best  points  of  the  program, 
according  to  the  chaplain,  is  that  service 
men  and  women  are  “on  their  own  turf", 
where  they  feel  more  relaxed  and  open 
than  they  might  in  an  unfamiliar  en¬ 
vironment. 

“The  person  who  comes  into  the 
department  usually  comes  with  one 
specific  area  of  concern,  and  the 
department  usually  can  help.  My  visits 
get  a  broad  cross-section  of  feelings, 
petty  gripes  and  small  joys,  the  good 
and  the  bad.  And  sometimes,”  smiled  the 
chaplain,  “we  just  shoot  the  breeze 
without  getting  into  any  problems  at  all.” 

Chaplain  Wallace  does  not  try  to 
provide  on-the-spot  counseling; 
situations  that  require  more  than  his 
presence  and  friendship  are  referred  to 
the  normal  appointment  counseling  in 
the  department. 

Again  that  night,  each  weekday  night 
but  Friday,  the  night  minister  sets  out, 
pausing  a  moment  as  he  looks  at  the 
hundreds  of  lights  in  the  rooms  of 
thousands  of  people.  Then  he  begins  his 
walk,  visiting  people  both  happy  and  sad, 
talking  of  duty  stations  and  of  im¬ 
ponderables,  by  his  presence  extending 
the  welcome  of  his  life's  work  to  all, 
bringing  the  Chaplain’s  Department  to 
them  and  perhaps  bringing  his  listeners 
to  the  church. 


ft ood  News’  refuses  middle-road 
stand  on  controversial  issues 


WILMORE,  Ky.  (RNS  -  Good  News, 
the  unofficial  United  Methodist  group 
that  describes  itself  “a  forum  for 
Scriptural  Christianity”  in  the 
denomination,  has  rejected  attempts  to 
identify  it  with  either  the  “right"  or  the 
“left”  in  its  stands  on  social  and  doc¬ 
trinal  issues. 

An  editorial,  “The  Perils  of  Middle- 
Roading,”  in  the  current  (Winter  1974) 
issue  of  Good  News  magazine 
acknowledges  that  “it  isn’t  always  easy 
or  pleasant  to  stand  in  the  cross-fire 
between  extremes.  Acting  as  a  mediator 
and  truth-seeker,  the  middle-roader  says 
to  both  sides,  'Neither  of  you  has  all  the 
truth,  Come,  let  us  reason  together.’  ” 

It  points  out  that  “this,  of  course, 
angers  everyone.  And  forces  of  the  left 
and  right  often  combine  to  run  down  the 
middle-roader.” 

Since  Good  News  began  in  1966,  the 
editorial  declares,  the  movement  has 
“always  insisted  on  staying  within  the 
United  Methodist  Church.  We  have 
resisted  pressures  to  split  off  and 
establish  an  evangelical  denomination. 
Countless  people  have  told  us,  ‘The  only 
reason  we  stay  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church  is  because  of  Good  News.’  ” 


However,  it  continues,  many  members 
of  the  United  Methodist  “establishment" 
(boards  and  agencies,  bishops, 
superintendents,  conference  staff  and 
pastors)  seem  to  think  that  “being  a 
‘loyal’  United  Methodist  means 
unquestioning  subservience  to  every 
official  idea  and  policy,  no  matter  how 
unfair  or  unscriptural.” 

The  editorial  asserts  that  such  “in¬ 
stitutionalists”  would  love  to  squash 
Good  News  because  we  have  dared  to 
protest  about  United  Methodist 
seminaries,  colleges,  church  school 
literature,  denominational  programs, 
missions  bureaucracy  and  discrimina¬ 
tion  against  evangelicals  at  various 
levels  of  church  hierarchy." 

Quoting  Isaiah’s  prophecy  that  Jesus 
would  be  “despised  and  rejected  of  men; 
a  man  of  sorrows  and  acquainted  with 
grief”  (Isaiah  53:3),  the  editorial  con¬ 
cludes:  “This  was  also  a  prophecy,  it 
seems,  for  would-be  middle-roaders.  But 
popularity  is  not  our  goal.  Instead,  we 
would  follow  Jesus  down  the  middle  road 
that  leads  through  certain  tribulation  but 
ends,  we  believe,  where  truth  prevails 
forever.” 
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Preaching 

experiences 

comeback 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  Has  the 
American  pulpit  lost  its  potency? 

No,  says  Dr.  Ernest  Campbell, 
preaching  minister  of  the  famed 
Riverside  Church  here. 

“It  is  true  that  preaching  has  been 
suffering  from  a  depressed  market 
during  the  last  10  to  12  years,”  he  stated. 
“There  has  been  a  general  impatience 
with  monologue  in  the  push  for  ac¬ 
tivism. ’’ 

But  Dr.  Campbell,  whose  pulpit  was 
given  international  standing  by  the  late 
Dr.  Harry  Emerson  Fosdick,  finds  signs 
of  renewed  interest  in  sermons. 

“In  my  visits  to  seminary  campuses,”: 
he  said,  “I  find  that  students  are 
becoming  more  eager  to  struggle  with 
the  mystery  of  preaching.  Riverside’s 
sermon  subscriptions  have  increased 
considerably  in  recent  years,  and  there 
seems  to  be  an  interest  in  what  the 
message  of  the  church  says  to  these 
troubled  times.” 

Dr.  Campbell’s  assessment  of  the 
current  preaching  situation  was  made  in 
a  statement  marking  the  50th  an¬ 
niversary  year  of  the  National  Radio 
Pulpit. 

“The  influence  of  the  preached  word  in 
this  country  is  potentially  enormous,” 
said  Dr.  Campbell.  “But  most  preaching 
tends  not  to  be  relevant.  Much  of  the 
pulpit  theology  disavows  any  meaningful 
connection  with  history.” 

A  native  of  New  York  City  who  held 
Presbyterian  pastorates  in  Michigan  and 
Pennsylvania  before  coming  to  River¬ 
side,  an  interdenominational  church  in 
1968,  Dr.  Campbell  has  a  clearly-defined 
theology  of  preaching. 

He  wants  his  remarks  to  touch  on 
national  concerns  and  to  strike  a  balance 
between  personal  and  social  issues.  The 
preacher  does  not  accept  a  “sec- 
tionalization  theory”  about  the  U.S. 

When  preparing  a  sermon,  he  ex¬ 
plained,  he  chooses  a  subject  biblically 
rather  than  topically  —  taking  what  the 
Bible  says  to  a  situation  as  his  text. 

“I  receive  most  of  my  inspiration  from 
the  combined  approach  of  biblical 
reflection  and  the  reading  of  theology,” 
he  said.  “The  preacher  is  the  middle  man 
between  the  theologian  and  the 
congregation.  The  object  is  to  provide  a 
durable  theological  framework  which  is 
the  source  of  real  peace  and  comfort  — 
the  knowledge  that  his  is  God’s  world  and 
his  presence  is  certain.” 

Dr.  Campbell  is  not  pessimistic  about 
the  future  of  the  church  in  America. 

“There  are  still  millions  of  people 
attending  church  voluntarily  each 
week,”  he  said,  “and  I  have  always  been 
one  to  believe  that  continued  exposure 
produces  light." 


Methodist 

Church 


The  history,  doctrine,  dis¬ 
cipline,  organization,  wor¬ 
ship,  sacraments,  activity, 
and  worldwide  doctrine 
of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  are  up-dated  in 
this  new  edition.  Invaluable 
as  a  training  text  for 
church  membership  and  as 
a  book  which  every  lay 
member  should  have,  it 
includes  changes  that  have 
taken  place  since  The 
Methodist  Church  and  The 
Evangelical  United  Breth¬ 
ren  Church  united.  Paper, 
$2.95 
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Subscriptions 

The  LOUISIANA 
METHODIST  is  the  offi- 
cial  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  newspaper,  pub¬ 
lished  weekly  on  Fri¬ 
days.  Cost  of  a  single 
subscription  is  $2.50;  the 
family  plan,  in  which  all 
members  of  a  church 
subscribe,  is  $2.00  a 
member.  Requests  for 
subscriptions  may  be 
sent  to  LOUISIANA 
METHODIST,  P.  0.  Box 
4325,  Shreveport,  Louisi¬ 
ana  71104,  with  check 
made  out  to  LOUISI¬ 
ANA  METHODIST. 


Health  Care 
Seminar 

The  Louisiana  Conference  is  sponsor¬ 
ing  a  Health  Care  Seminar,  May  3-4,  at 
the  Lake  Vista  church,  6645  Spanish  Fort 
Boulevard  in  New  Orleans.  Five  groups 
within  the  conference  are  cooperating  in 
this  venture  to  help  church  people 
become  aware  and  concerned  about  the 
growing  crisis  in  health  care  delivery.  A 
principal  event  of  the  Seminar  will  be 
explanations  of  the  major  health  care 
bills  that  have  been  drafted  for  the 
United  Methodist  Congress  this  year. 

The  featured  guest  speaker  will  be  Dr. 
Charles  Mary,  Commissioner  Louisiana 
Health,  Social  and  Rehabilitation  Ser¬ 
vices  Administration.  Mrs.  Dorothy  Mae 
Taylor,  active  United  Methodist  lay 
woman  and  a  Louisiana  State  Represen¬ 
tative,  will  be  the  mistress  of  cere¬ 
monies.  Also  on  the  guest  list  will  be  Dr. 
Grover  Bagby,  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  Washington,  D.  C. 

The  Seminar  gets  under  way  Friday, 
May  3  at  7:00  P.M.  Registration  will  take 
place  a  t  the  church  from  6 : 00  to  7 : 00  P .  M . 
The  fee  per  person  is  $1.00.  Dr.  Robert  F. 
Harrington,  District  Superintendent  of 
the  New  Orleans  District  will  deliver  the 
invocation. 

Saturday  morning,  May  4  at  9:00  A.M., 
the  small  group  seminars  will  begin  and 
run  through  the  day  until  3:00  P.M.  There 
will  be  six  representatives  to  present  the 
six  major  health  care  bills  being  present¬ 
ed  this  year  before  the  Congress: 
American  Medical  Association;  National 
Health  Security;  the  Catastrophic  Bill 
(Senator  Russell  Long’s  bill)  ;  the  Health 
Insurance  Association  of  America; 
Health  Maintenance  Organization  (Pres¬ 
ident  Nixon’s  bill);  and  the  American 
Hospital  Association  bill. 

Following  the  small  group  seminars, 
there  will  be  a  panel  discussion  with  the 
six  group  leaders,  other  medical  re¬ 
source  persons  and  Dr.  Bagby.  The 
session  will  adjourn  at  5:00  P.M. 

All  interested  church  leaders  and 
members,  educators,  social  service 
agency  people,  and  community  center 
leaders  are  invited. 


AID  FOR  CRIPPLED:  First  church. 
Baton  Rouge,  has  installed  a  “lift”  used 
by  persons  in  wheel  chairs  or  crippled  to 
enter  the  church  building.  The  Tharseon 
Sunday  School  Class  financed  the  lift 
which  is  shown  being  demonstrated  by 
Mrs.  Harold  Pace. 


CONFIRMATION  CLASS:  The  confir¬ 
mation  class  from  First  Church,  Pine- 
ville,  is  shown  with  Dr.  Clyde  Clark, 
Alexandria  District  Superintendent,  who 
talked  about  his  duties.  Rev.  Stone 
Caraway  is  pastor. 


BROADMOOR  CHURCH.  The  62  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Confirmation  Class  at  Broad¬ 
moor  church,  Baton  Rouge,  are  shown.  59 
of  these  were  confirmed  as  full  members 
at  recent  worship  services.  Dr.  Douglas 
McGuire  is  pastor. 


CROWLEY  CONFIRMATION:  This 
photograph  was  taken  Palm  Sunday 
when  eight  boys  and  girls  were  con¬ 
firmed  and  six  youth  and  adults  united 
with  First  church,  Crowley.  Rev.  Tracy 
Arnold  is  pastor. 
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Perkins  Laity  Week,  May  2-4  announced 


WORLD  AFFAIRS:  Participants  in  the  Southern  Conference  on  World  Affairs  held 
on  the  LSU-Baton  Rouge  campus  at  the  Ministry  Center  recently  included  Mary 
Basha  [LEFT]  Conference  office:  Charles  Wells,  conference  speaker  and 
publisher;  Mary  Finnin,  LSU  student;  Rev.  Will  Finnin,  chairman  of  planning 
committee  and  conference  worship  leader,  and  Alex  Diemont,  Student. 

Disaster  Committee 
appeals  for  aid 


Hubert  M.  Blanchard  of  Sulphur, 
chairman  of  the  Louisiana  Conference 
Disaster  Committee,  is  making  an 
appeal  to  the  churches  in  the  conference 
to  consider  the  victims  of  the  recent 
tornadoes  in  the  states  of  Alabama,  Ohio, 
Kentucky  and  Indiana.  In  a  recent  letter 
to  the  district  superintendents  and  the 
district  Disaster  Committee  Chairmen, 
Mr.  Blanchard  said: 

“Although  our  Conference  Disaster 
Committee  has  not  been  fully  organized, 
there  has  been  pointed  out  to  me  the  need 
to  be  concerned  with  a  natural  disaster 
that  occurred  recently,  primarily  in  the 
states  of  Indiana,  Kentucky,  Alabama, 
Iowa  and  Ohio.  This  disaster  was  the 
tornadoes  which  hit  some  towns  in  these 
states  and  killed  about  300  persons,  and 
did  millions  of  dollars  worth  of  damage.” 

“I  have  been  in  contact  with  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  On  Relief 
(UMCOR)  in  New  York  and  also  the 
Indiana  Disaster  Committee  in 
Indianapolis.  I  asked  them  how  we  might 
help,  and  they  said  that  there  were  200  to 
300  volunteer  workers  in  the  area  every 
day  (Indiana).  They  had  all  the  food  and 
clothing  that  was  needed.  The  thing  that 
they  presently  need  is  money  that  could 
be  granted  to  the  people  who  would  not  be 
able  to  secure  financial  aid  through 
government  sources  or  other  channels. 
This  would  be  helping  people  with  their 
personal  suffering.” 

“If  any  of  your  churches  or  individuals 
would  like  to  contribute  money  to  this 


concern,  please  make  an  effort  between 
now  and  the  first  of  May,  1974  to  send 
your  gifts  to  me  at  Sulphur,  Louisiana. 
Monies  will  be  disbursed  to  the  areas 
directly  involved. 

“Make  your  checks  payable  to  “Louis¬ 
iana  Conference  Committee  -  UMCOR.” 
Earmark  the  check  with  the  words 
“Tornado  Relief”  and  mail  to:  Louisiana 
Conference  -  UMCOR,  c-o  Hubert 
Blanchard,  P.  O.  Drawer  29,  Sulphur, 
Louisiana  70663.” 

“If  you  should  so  desire,  plese  spread 
the  word  in  your  district.” 

Jurisdictional  news 

The  South  Central  Jurisdictional  Music 
Institute  scheduled  for  Jan.  17-21  has 
been  cancelled.  However,  those  persons 
who  had  planned  to  attend,  are  invited  to 
attend  the  Texas  Conference  Choir  and 
Organ  Workshop,  Jun.  10-14  at  Lakeview 
Assembly,  near  Palestine,  Texas.  Cost  is 
$45.00  for  adults;  $35.00  for  junior  choir 
and  youth  choir  members.  Register  with 
Phyllis  Maddox,  1009  Royal  Oaks,  Dick¬ 
inson,  Texas  77539. 

Lydia  Patterson  Institute  of  El  Paso, 
Texas,  is  in  dire  need  of  a  school  bus. 
This  institution  of  the  Jurisdiction,  which 
is  supported  by  all  the  conferences  in  this 
area,  provides  needed  education  to 
Mexican-Americans.  If  you  can  provide  a 
school  bus,  or  funds  toward  the  purchase 
of  same,  contact  Lydia  Patterson  Insti¬ 
tute,  P.O.  Box  11,  El  Paso,  Texas  79940. 


A  major  move  in  Lay  Theological 
Education  takes  place  on  the  SMU 
campus  in  Dallas,  Texas,  May  2-4,  when 
the  first  “Laity  Week  at  Perkins”  is  held. 
Both  laymen  and  laywomen  are  invited. 

The  first  series  of  Laity  Week  lectures 
will  be  a  highlight  of  the  week.  Dr.  W.  J. 
A  Power,  Professor  of  Old  Testament  at 
Perkins  will  present  the  lectures  on  the 
theme,  “Understanding  the  Bible:  An 
Aid  for  Christian  Faith.”  Dr.  Power  is 
well  known  to  the  laity  as  one  who  brings 
a  rare  combination  of  scholarship,  vivid 
interpretation,  and  humor  to  his  presen¬ 
tations.  The  Laity  Week  lectures  are 
open  to  the  public. 

During  the  three  days,  the  faculty  of 
Perkins  will  offer  condensations  of  many 
of  its  regular  courses,  seminars,  and 
workshops  planned  especially  for  laymen 
and  women.  Among  the  courses  to  be 
offered  are:  “Christian  Understanding  of 
Love”;  “Worship:  New  Forms  and  Old”; 
and  “Evangelizing  in  Your  Community.” 
Included  in  the  seminar  offerings  are: 
“The  Community  Called  Church”; 
Christian  Ethics  in  Business”  ;  Interper¬ 
sonal  Communication  Skills” ;  and  “Who 
is  Jesus  Christ?” 

Several  workshops  will  be  offered. 
Four  of  these  are:  “Creative  Dialogue  in 
Pastor-Parish  Relations”;  “Leading 
Small  Study  Groups”;  “Lay  Counseling 
in  Crisis  Situations”,  and  Better  Leader¬ 
ship  of  Councils  and  Committees”. 

Courses  will  meet  for  seven  hours  of 
classroom  time,  seminars  for  four  class- 


BI-DISTRICT  RETREAT:  The  Ruston- 
Shreveport  Bi-District  Lay  Retreat  was 
held  Apr.  5  at  the  Caney  Lake  Camp  near 
Minden.  [FROM  LEFT]  Pat  Paterson, 
^‘ireveport  District  Lay  Leader.  Rev.  O 
Dean  Martin,  Miami,  Florida,  speaker; 
Rev.  David  Stone,  song  leader,  and 
Marcus  Wren,  Ruston  District  Lay  Lead¬ 
er.  Some  200  men  attended  the  meeting, 
which  began  with  a  steak  supper,  follow¬ 
ed  by  a  time  of  fellowship,  hymn  singing, 
and  a  spiritual  message  by  Rev.  Martin 
who  spoke  on  the  subject  “Being  a 
Christian  in  Today’s  World." 


room  hours  and  workshops  for  two 
one-half  hours.  Lay  persons  who  enroll 
for  the  full  three  days  may  register  for 
one  course,  one  workshop,  and  attend  the 
lectures  each  evening,  for  a  registration 
fee  of  $25.00.  Persons  who  enroll  Friday 
at  noon  may  take  one  seminar,  one 
workshop  and  two  lectures  for  $15.00.  ( No 
meals  or  lodging  are  included  in  the 
registration  fee). 

A  reception  for  those  in  attendance, 
plus  the  Laity  Week  Luncheon  provides 
a  time  for  fellowship  among  laity  from 
over  the  South  Central  Jurisdiction.  Mr. 
Tom  Matheny,  of  Hammond,  Louisiana 
Conference  Lay  Leader  and  member  of 
the  Judicial  Council  of  the  general 
church  will  speak  at  the  Laity  Week 
Luncheon,  Friday,  May  3  at  12:15  PM  in 
the  Student  Center  at  Perkins.  Oppor¬ 
tunities  for  informal  discussion  with 


Seminary  students  and  members  of  the 
Perkins  faculty  will  be  important 
elements  of  the  program. 

Laity  Week  at  Perkins  comes  about  as 
a  result  of  what  appears  to  be  a  renewed 
interest  on  the  part  of  the  laity  for  serious 
on-campus  theological  study,  and  a 
proposal  for  the  week  from  Judge 
Woodrow  Seals  of  Houston,  Texas.  It 
carries  the  endorsement  of  the  Executive 
Committee  of  the  Perkins  Lay  Advisory 
Council,  under  the  chairmanship  of  Mr. 
Leo  Baker  of  Dallas,  and  the  Perkins 
School  of  Theology  Senate,  Joseph  D. 
Quillian,  Jr.,  Dean.  The  week,  if  well 
received,  is  projected  as  an  annual  event. 

For  more  information  and  a  complete 
brochure  on  Laity  Week,  write  Robert  E. 
Bell,  Office  of  Perkins  Relations,  Perkins 
School  of  Theology,  Southern  Methodist 
University,  Dallas,  Texas  75275. 


*  %  % 


Bishop’s  message 

(Written  in  Seoul,  Korea,  March  24) 

Here  in  Seoul  there  is  a  lonely  but  significant  grave  in  a  cemetery  by  an  old 
Methodist  Church.  One  of  the  headstones,  dated  more  than  a  half  century  ago, 
reads:  “Ruby  Kendrick  —  If  I  had  a  thousand  lives  to  give,  Korea  should  have 
them  all.”  That  tombstone,  a  photograph  of  which  is  being  made  for  me  by  Pete 
Spitzkeit,  brought  back  wonderful  memories,  for  it  was  the  life  of  Ruby 
Kendrick  that  inspired  the  Epworth  League  of  the  North  Texas  Conference 
some  60  years  ago  to  establish  the  Ruby  Kendrick  Council  of  Missions  —  an 
effort  which  thousands  of  Epworth  League  young  people  supported  with  their 
money  and  efforts.  It  was  Ruby  Kendrick  who  became  one  of  the  missionaries 
at  the  invitation  of  the  Korean  people  —  a  fact  often  overlooked  in  missionary 
history.  (Many  of  our  first  missionaries  went  in  direct  response  not  only  to  a 
call  of  the  Lord  but  in  definite  answer  to  a  clear  request  from  citizens  of  lands  to 
which  they  went.) 

Ruby  Kendrick  grew  up  in  Plano,  Texas,  but  when  that  call  came,  she  said 
“yes”  and  after  some  training,  departed  for  Korea  where  she  lost  her  life  while 
yet  young.  The  story  of  her  heroism  and  work  should  be  told  and  retold.  It  was 
beautiful  to  be  in  Korea  and  see  the  fruits  of  the  labor  of  the  missionaries.  Today 
the  Methodist  Church  in  the  Republic  of  South  Korea  numbers  more  than 
350,000,  and  there  are  hospitals,  schools,  church  and  various  social  institutions. 
Above  all,  there  is  a  truly  glorious  spirit  of  love  in  Christ  and  a  consequent 
evangelistic  effort  that  seeks  to  share  the  treasures  of  Christ  with  all  human 
beings.  Every  morning  at  four  o’clock  one  hears  the  Methodist  Church  bells 
calling  people  to  prayer,  and  many  of  these  lovely  Korean  Christians  go  to  their 
church  to  pray !  Yes,  at  that  hour !  Many  of  them  are  refugees  from  the  brutality 
of  Communism  in  North  Korea,  and  many  are  in  abject  poverty,  but  they  are 
proud,  hard-working,  and  loyal,  praying  Christians.  Let  us  support  them  with 
our  own  prayers  and  with  Advance  Special  giving.  (If  your  congregation  has  no 
overseas  Advance  Special,  I’ll  be  glad  to  talk  to  you  about  it.) 

At  a  dinner  for  missionaries,  I  heard  a  woman  surgeon  from  one  of  our 
hospitals  say,  “Our  mission  here  is  not  only  the  healing  of  bodies,  but  also  the 
reconciliation  of  human  beings  in  loving  relationships.  Pray  for  us.”  That  fine 
woman  surgeon  could  be  a  great  financial  success  at  home  in  the  States,  but  her 
work  on  mission  board  pay  is  with  thousands  of  the  needy  in  Korea.  I  am 
humbled,  encouraged,  and  far  more  sensitively  dedicated  for  having  come  to 
Seoul,  where  the  spirit  of  Ruby  Kendrick  yet  abides. 


Faithfully, 


Finis  A.  Crutchfield 


6 Save ’  Wesley’s  Chapel’ campaign 


“It  is  perfectly  neat,  but  not  fine:  and 
contains  far  more  people  than  the 
Foundery.” 

Thus  wrote  John  Wesley  in  his  Journal 
on  Sunday,  Nov.  l,  1778,  the  day  they 
opened  the  “new  chapel”  at  49  City  Road 
in  London.  Now,  almost  200  years  later, 
this  shrine  of  Methodism,  appropriately 
called  Wesley’s  Chapel,  is  in  desperate 
need  of  repair.  It  has  been  closed  to  the 
public  and  a  worshiping  congregation 
due  to  its  dangerous  condition. 

A  world-wide  campaign  has  been 
organized  to  raise  funds  to  renovate  this 
revered  building.  “Wesley’s  Chapel  is  to 
be  restored  not  because  it  is  a  shrine  of 
the  past,  or  even  because  it  is  a  living 
church  of  today.  It  is  worth  restoring 
because  it  is  a  symbol  of  the  future.” 

A  world-wide  toal  of  between  $2,000,000 
and  $2,500,000  is  needed  for  a  two-stage 
program  of  restoration  of  the  chapel  and 
the  adjoining  house,  the  one  John  Wesley 
lived  and  died  in,  and  museum.  The 
second  stage  will  provide  for  a  historical 
study  center,  including  Wesley’s  library 
and  Methodist  archives. 

Dr.  Lee  F.  Tuttle,  director  of  the 
American  section  of  the  World  Methodist 
Council’s  program  and  campaign  to 
“Save  Wesley’s  Chapel,"  tells  of  the  hope 
to  raise  $875,000  in  this  country  through 
advance  special  gifts  and  a  free-will 

Around  our 
conference 

Tom  Matheny,  conference  lay  leader, 
has  once  again  been  invited  to  be  a 
member  of  the  Sponsoring  Committee  of 
the  ninth  annual  Governor’s  Prayer 
Breakfast,  May  14  at  the  Capitol  House 
Hotel  in  Baton  Rouge,  according  to 
information  received  from  Governor 
Edwin  Edward’s  office. 

The  annual  Inter-Faith  Church  Lay¬ 
men’s  production  of  the  Easter  Passion 
Play  “The  Divine  Tragedy”  was  present¬ 
ed  Apr.  9  and  10  in  the  new  Catholic 
Church  in  Independence.  This  is  the  only 
Passion  Play  presented  in  Louisiana. 

The  Baton  Rouge  First  Church  motel 
choir  and  soloists  presented  “Stabat 
Mater,”  by  Rossini,  an  ancient  Latin 
poem  depicting  the  grief  of  Mary. 
Soloists  were  Miss  Susan  Straley,  so¬ 
prani;  Mrs.  Roberts  Skarett,  mezzo 
soprano;  Dr.  Ralph  Roberts,  tenor,  and 
Dr.  Dan  Scholz,  bass.  Dr.  Earl  Redding, 
minister  of  music  directed,  with  Melvin 
Ballard  at  the  organ. 


offering  on  Aldersgate  Sunday,  May  26, 
1974.  This  program  and  campaign  has 
been  approved  by  the  United  Methodist 
Council  of  Bishops  and  the  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration. 

Individuals  are  being  asked  to  make  as 
liberal  a  contribution  as  possible.  (For 
tax  purposes  checks  should  be  made 
payable  to  the  World  Methodist  Council, 


Rev.  Don  Cottrill,  conference  youth 
activities  coordinator,  has  announced 
that  a  workcamp  and  tour  in  Mexico  for 
youth  and  adults  is  being  planned  for  late 


PRE-EASTER  SERVICES:  Rev.  Jerry 
Means  [RIGHT]  conducted  Pre-Easter 
Services  at  the  Metairie  church  in  New 
Orleans,  Mar.  31-Apr.  3.  Rev.  Jerry 
Fuller  led  the  singing  and  provided 
special  music.  [LEFT]  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
Rick  Hebert,  pastor,  dedicated  their 
daughter,  Kristin  Meredith,  in  baptism. 


and  mailed  to  Box  518,  Lake  Junaluska, 
North  Carolina,  28745.) 

Churches  are  being  asked  to  take  a 
special  offering  Sunday,  May  26,  1974. 


See  related  editorial  and  stories 
inside  this  issue. 


summer  this  year.  Under  the  sponsorship 
of  the  Conference  Council  on  Ministries, 
along  with  the  Conference  Youth  Team 
and  the  Lake  Charles  District,  the  trip 
will  be  open  to  Senior  high  youth  and 
adults  from  throughout  the  Conference. 

According  to  Mr.  Cottrill,  the  group 
will  assembly  in  Lake  Charles  in  late 
July,  and  travel  from  there  to  camp 
Sierre  Linda,  the  camp  for  the  northern 
Mexican  Methodist  Conference.  The  first 
week  of  the  two  week  workcamp  and  tour 
will  be  spent  clearing  land  and  repairing 
buildings  belonging  to  the  camp.  The 
group  will  be  joined  by  Mexican  Method¬ 
ist  youth  and  adults,  creating  an  atmos¬ 
phere  of  inter-cultural  exchange  and 
spiritual  fellowship. 

The  second  week  of  the  trip  will  be 
spent  in  touring  various  parts  of  the 
country  for  further  study  and  apprecia¬ 
tion  of  our  Mexican  neighbors. 

For  additional  information,  write  Rev. 
Don  Cottrill,  P.  O.  Box  4325,  Shreveport, 
Louisiana  71104. 


Wesley’s  Chapel 

Mexico  workcamp,  tour, 
to  be  in  late  summer 


Scarritt  College  discloses 
7-year  development  plan 


Dr.  J.  Richard  Palmer,  president  of 
Scarritt  College,  Nashville,  Tennessee, 
has  announced  the  beginning  of  a  seven 
year  development  program  with  a  goal  of 
$16,699,993  to  underwrite  the  work  of  the 
college.  This  program,  entitled  “Coming 
of  Age  1974-80”,  will  seek  both  current 
funds  and  endowment  funds  for  the 
Degree  program,  the  Center  for  Con¬ 
tinuing  Education  and  the  Center  of 
Women’s  Studies. 

Challenged  by  the  1972  General  Con¬ 
ference  of  the  church  to  seek  support 
from  sources  outside  the  national  funding 
agencies  of  the  United  Methodist  Church, 
Scarritt  College  is  seeking  support  from 
those  churches,  foundations,  corpora¬ 
tions,  and  individuals  who  share  the 
school’s  concern  for  a  well-equipped  laity 
in  the  Church.  Scarritt  is  the  only 
institution  in  United  Methodism  whose 
sole  purpose  is  to  train  the  lay  person, 


both  professional  and  volunteer,  for  work 
in  the  church. 

In  recent  years,  the  demand  for  lay 
workers  has  increased.  80  per  cent  of  the 
Church  and  Community  workers  under 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  are 
Scarritt  trained.  5,400  persons  have 
participated  in  experiences  at  the  contin¬ 
uing  education  center  in  the  past  18 
months,  and  Scarritt  graduates  in  1973 
averaged  five  to  seven  job  offers  each. 

There  are  64  Scarritt  trained  graduates 
serving  the  church  in  Louisiana,  and 
Mrs.  Charles  B.  McGowan  of  Baton 
Rouge  is  on  the  Board  of  Scarritt. 

The  development  program  is  under¬ 
way,  having  begun  with  a  24  hour  Prayer 
vigil  Apr.  20-21.  Dr.  Palmer  and  others 
have  expressed  the  hope  that  this 
program  will  come  to  a  successful 
conclusion  in  the  projected  seven  years. 


LAY  SPEAKERS:  28  persons  were  awarded  the  Certified  Lay  Speakers  certificate 
following  the  recent  lay  speakers  school  at  First  Church,  Pineville,  in  the 
Alexandria  district.  Bob  Nash  was  coordinator;  leaders  were  the  Revs.  Harvey 
Williamson,  Stone  Caraway.  Brady  Forman  and  Mr.  Louis  Marshall.  Dale  Carnegie 
Foundation. 
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A  vision  for  the  church 


Straight  thinking  on  missions 


Bishop  Ward 


This  is  the  twenty-fifth  in  a  series  of 
messages  to  the  church  from  United 
Methodism's  highest  elected  officials  — 
its  bishops.  Each  bishop  was  invited  by 
TM/UMR  Editor  Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam 
III  to  share  his  hopes  and  dreams  for  the 
church  by  answering  this  question:  "If 
you  could  cause  one  trend,  or  emphasis, 
or  change,  or  program,  or  event,  or  at¬ 
titude  to  develop  across  the  United 
Methodist  Church  today,  what  would  it 
be?"  This  week's  response  is  by  Bishop 
W.  Ralph  Ward,  resident  bishop  of  the 
New  York  Area. 

By  W.  RALPH  WARD 
It  is  most  important  at  this  point  in 
time  that  we  of  United  Methodism  think 
straight  about  what  is  happening  in  the 


missionary  thrust  of  the  church.  The 
dialogue  between  the  members  and  staff 
of  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  with  lay 
and  clergy  persons  from  the  Evangelical 
Missionary  Council  emphasizes  this 
need. 

A  considerable  amount  of  the  in¬ 
formation  that  has  surfaced  from  those 
who  have  called  for  this  dialogue  appears 
to  fault  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  in 
its  mission  purpose  and  process.  Anyone 
familiar  with  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  is  quite  aware  that  it  is  a 
structure  and  process  of  mission  witness 
and  service  lacking  perfection,  as  is  the 
case  with  any  ecclesiastical  structure.  It 
is  with  a  desire  to  correct  such  flaws  and 
discover  a  better  process  for  mission  that 
the  dialogue  is  taking  place.  How  well  we 


w Editorial 


interior  or  wesley  chapel 
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Wesley’s  Chapel:  dig  deeply 


American  Methodists  are  being  asked 
to  dig  deeply  on  May  26  (Aldersgate 
Sunday)  in  a  church  wide  offering  to  help 
restore  Wesley’s  Chapel  in  London. 

Total  cost  of  the  project,  which  also 
would  provide  an  archive  for  Wesley’s 
works,  is  estimated  at  $2  million.  Some 
$336,000  already  has  been  raised  by 
British  Methodists;  the  hope  is  that  our 
gifts  will  total  $875,000. 

It’s  been  known  for  some  time  that 
Methodism’s  “mother  church”  is  in  a 
state  of  decay.  Having  survived  two 
London  fires  and  the  bombing  during 
World  War  II,  the  chapel  finally  has 
given  in  to  old  age. 

Because  the  building  is  officially  listed 
as  a  point  of  historic  interest  in  London,  it 
would  be  illegal  to  sell  or  demolish  it  — 
even  if  that  were  imaginable! 

Some,  however,  have  questioned  this 
outlay  of  money  to  restore  an  "ancient 
relic”  when  people  are  homeless  and 
hungry. 

Wesley’s  Chapel  is,  in  fact,  the  home  of 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


a  small  but  vital  congregation  witl 
mission  to  the  neighborhood,  different 
but  none-the-less  compelling  than  that 
originally  envisioned  by  John  Wesley 
when  the  chapel  was  constructed  in  1778. 
(See  related  story  elsewhere  in  this 
issue.) 

Beyond  that,  the  project  will  provide 
one  safe,  central  place  for  Wesley’s 
works.  It  seems  particularly  appropriate 
at  this  point  in  history  that  we  should 
attempt  to  insure  the  survival  of  the 
foundation  from  which  we  work  —  the 
unique  blend  of  personal  piety  and  social 
outreach  which  characterized  the 
ministry  of  John  Wesley. 

It  is  unthinkable  that  persons  who 
would  see  the  Wesley  ministry  survive 
would  shirk  their  duty  toward  tornado 
and  famine  victims.  But  let  the  project  be 
supported  by  those  who  believe  in  the 
cause.  This  sort  of  appeal  affords  United 
Methodists  an  opportunity  to  engage  in 
"selective  giving”  at  its  best. 


J  TUtlonJ 2>«J,  of 
humiliation ,  ^aitincf,  f^rayer 

Tuesday,  April  30,  has  been  declared  a  National  Day  of  Humiliation,  Fasting 
and  Prayer.  Proposed  by  Sen.  Mark  Hatfield  and  endorsed  by  the  U.  S.  Senate, 
the  special  day  is  being  observed  by  churches,  evangelistic  organizations  and 
individuals  around  the  nation. 

Much  of  the  statement,  according  to  Congressional  sources,  is  derived  from  a 
similar  Presidential  proclamation  for  prayer  Issued  by  Abraham  Lincoln 
during  the  Civil  War. 

The  text  of  Mr.  Hatfield’s  resolution  follows: 

Whereas,  it  is  the  duty  of  nations,  as  well  as  of  men  to  owe  their  dependence 
upon  the  overruling  power  of  God,  to  confess  their  sins  and  transgressions,  in 
humble  sorrow,  yet  with  assured  hope  that  genuine  repentance  will  lead  to 
mercy  and  pardon,  and  to  recognize  the  sublime  truth,  announced  in  the  Holy 
Scriptures  and  proven  by  all  history,  that  those  nations  are  blessed  whose  God 
is  Lord;  and 

Whereas,  we  know  that  we  have  been  the  recipients  of  thd  choicest  bounties  of 
Heaven;  we  have  been  preserved  these  many  years  in  peace  and  prosperity;  we 
have  grown  in  numbers,  wealth  and  power  as  no  other  nation  has  ever  grown ; 
but  we  have  forgotten  God;  and 

Whereas,  we  have  forgotten  the  gracious  hand  which  preserved  us  in  peace, 
and  multiplied  and  enriched  us;  and  we  have  vainly  imagined,  in  the  deceit¬ 
fulness  of  our  hearts,  that  all  these  blessings  were  produced  by  some  superior 
wisdom  and  virtue  of  our  own;  and 

Whereas,  intoxicated  with  unbroken  success,  we  have  become  too  self- 
sufficient  to  feel  the  necessity  of  redeeming  and  preserving  grace,  too  proud  to 
pray  to  the  God  that  made  us;  and 

Whereas,  we  have  made  such  an  idol  out  of  our  pursuit  of  "national  security” 
that  we  have  forgotten  that  only  God  can  be  the  ultimate  guardian  of  our  true 
livelihood  and  safety;  and 

Whereas,  we  have  failed  to  respond,  personally  and  collectively,  with 
sacrifice  and  uncompromised  commitment  to  the  unmet  needs  of  our  fellow 
man,  both  at  home  and  abroad;  as  a  people,  we  have  become  so  absorbed  with 
the  selfish  pursuits  of  leasure  and  profit  that  we  have  blinded  ourselves  to  God’s 
standard  of  justice  and  righteousness  for  this  society;  and 

Whereas,  it  therefore  behooves  us  to  humble  ourselves  before  Almighty  God, 
to  confess  our  national  sins,  and  to  pray  for  clemency  and  forgiveness:  Now, 
therefore  be  it 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress 
Assembled,  that  the  Senate  hereby  proclaims  that  April  30, 1974  be  a  National 
Day  of  Humiliation,  Fasting  and  Prayer  ;  and  calls  upon  the  people  of  our  nation 
to  humble  ourselves  as  we  see  fit,  before  our  Creator  to  aclaiowledge  our  final 
dependence  upon  Him  and  to  repent  of  our  national  sins. 


jd 


Social  Principles  statements  debated 


To  the  Editor: 

As  one  of  the  persons  who  had  some 
responsibility  in  planning  the  seminar  at 
the  recent  National  Association  of  Health 
&  Welfare  Ministries  about  which  you 
editorialized,  I  want  to  make  some 
clarifications  and  comments. 

First,  this  was  a  joint  sectional 
meeting  of  administrators  and  chaplains. 
Two,  you  implied  we  didn’t  take  the 
Social  Principles  seriously.  The  very  fact 
that  we  planned  a  program  on  “The 
Statement  of  Social  Principles  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  and 
Institutional  Practices”  indicates  that 
we  sought  seriously  to  deal  with  this 
issue.  The  administrators  had  also 
wrestled  with  this  same  issue  during  a 
retreat  a  few  months  before.  That  some 
of  the  participants  did  not  make  con¬ 
clusions  parallel  to  your  views,  does  not 
mean  they  do  not  take  the  Social  Prin¬ 
ciples  seriously. 

Three,  you  assumed  Roger  Burgess 
had  assigned  the  Social  Principles  to  a 
“relatively  insignificant  place.”  In 
reality,  he  highlighted  the  Social  Prin¬ 
ciples,  explaining  how  and  why  they  were 
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formulated.  He  also  pointed  out  what  the 
church  expects  of  its  institutions  and 
illustrated  how  the  Social  Principles 
influence  the  criteria  set  by  the  Cer¬ 
tification  Council  of  the  National 
Association.  He  did  say  the  Social 
Principles  “are  not  the  law  of  the 
church,”  but  went  on  to  say  that  they 
“to  be  taken  very  seriously  and  shr 
have  an  impact  on  every  Uni 
Methodist  activity.”  He  reminded  us  also 
of  “the  right  to  dissent.”  Whether  or  not 
the  Social  Principles  are  “moral 
guidelines”  as  Burgess  suggests  or  are 
“church  law”  as  you  propose  has  yet  to 
be  clearly  determined. 

Four,  far  from  “not  taking  the  Social 
Principles  seriously,”  or  “bad 
mouthing”  them  as  you  editorialized,  all 
participants  both  on  the  panel  and  in  the 
audience  were  responsibly  dealing  with 
the  Social  Principles  as  related  to  their 
health  care  institutions. 

Some  comments  of  my  own :  The  Social 
Principles  call  for  the  right  “to  organize 
for  collective  bargaining”  but  does  not 
state  this  has  to  be  done  by  a  union. 
Employees  can  organize  themselves  or 
call  upon  a  third  party  other  than  a  union 
to  negotiate  for  them.  No  where  do  the 
Social  Principles  explicitly  call  for 
recognition  of  unions  although 
historically  this  has  been  implied. 

In  1908  when  the  Social  creed  was 
formulated  and  for  several  decades 
thereafter,  unions  served  as  a  posit  • 
benefit  to  workers  and  the  larger  c< 
munity.  But  the  recognition  now  of 
unions  in  all  situations  is  not  an  absolute 
value.  Just  as  in  the  past  few  years  we 
began  to  hear  of  “selective  conscientious 
objection,”  that  is,  objection  to  specific 
wars,  so  I  am  selective  when  I  consider 
the  value  of  unionization.  I  support  the 
migrant  farm  workers  attempts  to 
organize  and  unionize.  I  strongly 
question  unionization  of  hospitals 
primarily  on  the  grounds  of  threat  to  life 
and  health  of  patients  and  disruption  of 
healing  services  during  a  strike.  If  unions 
come  into  hospitals,  this  will  add 
dramatically  to  the  quickly  rising  costs 
of  health  care  services. 

I  respect  your  willingness  to  be  a 
prophetic  voice  to  health  care  facilities, 
but  would  appreciate  you  having  more 
than  an  “inch  of  space”  of  prophetic 
words  toward  the  need  of  unions  to  be 
concerned  with  justice  for  all,  reasonable 
in  their  demands,  and  ethical  in  their 
practices.  E  Mudd 

Jacksonville,  Florida 

Pikeville  statement  helpful 

To  the  Editor: 

I  wish  to  commend  your  statemen  1 
the  April  5,  1974  issue  of  TM/UMR 
regarding  the  Pikeville  Methodist 
Hospital.  You  helped  put  the  issue  in 
perspective,  and  you  gave  a  very  clear 
definition  of  the  Social  Principles 
statement. 


Hospitals,  regardless  of  religious  af¬ 
filiation,  have  tended  to  have  poor 
records  of  labor  relations.  Both  hospital 
administrators  and  society  at  large  have 
assumed  that  the  great  good  they  do 
justifies  poor  working  conditions  and  low 
pay.  It  is  an  American,  and  too  often 
Christian,  version  of  “the  end  justifies 
the  means.” 

Doctors,  nurses,  radiologists  and  even, 
hospital  administrators  are  organized  to 
represent  their  interests  to  hospitals. 
Clean  environment,  nutrition  and  order 
are  as  essential  to  health  care  as  are 
surgery  and  x-ray.  Those  who  provide 
these  services  are  as  entitled  to  negotiate 
their  pay  and  working  conditions  as  are 
the  persons  who  run  the  hospital. 

Thank  you  again  for  your  position. 

J.  Lee  Kreider 
Dayton,  Ohio 

4 Sheerest  of  garbage’ 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  recent  attempt,  and  that  of  the 
Methodist  Bishops,  to  equate  labor  union 
doctrine  with  Christian  doctrine  is  the 
sheerest  of  garbage. 

The  sole  purpose  for  continued 
existence  of  labor  unions  is  the 
enlargement  of  the  material  wants  of 
mankind,  and  the  taking  of  any  action 
deemed  necessary  to  indulge  those 
wants.  The  sole  purpose  of  Christ’s 
existence  was  to  fill  the  spiritual  needs  of 
mankind. 

Survival  of  the  Christian  ethic  depends 
on  voluntary  acceptance  by  the  In¬ 
dividual.  It  grows  only  through  love  and 
sacrifice.  Survival  of  labor  union  doc¬ 
trine  is  insured  by  force,  violence,  and 
coercion. 

Acceptance  and  practice  of  Christian 
doctrine  satisfies  man’s  every  spiritual 
need.  Labor  union  doctrine  subordinates 
the  spiritual  need  to  the  emphasis  on 
material  greed  and  the  satisfaction  of  it. 

If  the  church  in  America  is  destroyed, 
it  will  more  likely  be  from  within  than 
without.  Those  who  do  it  will  be  the  men 
and  women  in  power  in  the  church 
structure  who  are  exerting  every  effort 
to  divert  the  church  from  the  principles 
of  Christ,  and  pervert  it  into  a  social  and 
political  instrument  for  material  gain. 

A.  Edwin  Shinholser 
Sanford,  Florida 

Plug  for  restoring 

Wesley  Chapel 

To  the  Editor: 

Let  me  put  in  a  plug  for  restoring 
Wesley  Chapel.  Just  a  few  months  ago  a 
group  of  us  had  spent  nine  days  touring 
Methodist  missions  in  Liberia.  We 
returned  home  to  Texas  via  London 
where  we  had  opportunity  to  visit  the 
Methodist  shrines.  One  of  our  real 
disappointments  was  in  being  unable  to 
go  into  the  chapel. 

However,  the  Wesley  house  museum 
next  door  provided  a  real  renewal  of  the 


ties  with  our  roots.  We  sensed  again  as 
we  prayed  in  Wesley’s  prayer  room  the 
driving  power  behind  the  church  and  its 
mission.  What  happened  in  England  had 
to  happen  before  the  unending  chain  of 
events  of  the  Spirit  would  lead 
missionaries  to  places  like  Liberia. 

Joe  W.  Fort 
Beaumont,  Texas 

Did  he  tour  China 
blindfolded? 

To  the  Editor: 

In  your  newspaper’s  April  12  edition, 
there  appeared  an  article  about  a  Mr. 
Raymond  Whitehead,  Asia  research 
consultant  for  the  National  Council  of 
Churches,  which  quoted  him  as  saying, 
“Christians  have  tended  to  back  off  from 
the  Chinese  revolution.  After  all,  it  talks 
about  violence;  it’s  secular,  atheistic. 
But  a  second  look  shows  many  positive 
developments  in  areas  like  health  care 
and  education,  goals  and  values 
Christians  affirm  .  .  . 

"We  can  view  the  Chinese  not  as  totally 
bad  and  objects  to  be  converted  but 
openly  and  gratefully  as  a  people  and  a 
culture  from  whom  we  have  much  to 
learn  .  .  . 

“We  have  to  move  beyond  our  hangups 
about  a  godless  communism  and  affirm 
many  of  the  things  China  is  doing  — 
feeding  their  people,  giving  them  some 
basic  dignity,  education,  and  health  care 
—  many  of  the  goals  of  the 
missionaries  .  .  . 

This  man  has  glossed  over  a  record  of 
persecution  that  continues  to  this  very 
day,  persecution  not  only  against 
Christians,  but  against  Buddhists, 
Confucians,  Taoists,  and  virtually  every 
religion  except  the  one  that  worships  the 
thought  of  Mao  Tse-Tung.  Or  does  Mr. 
Whitehead  view  the  deaths  of  at  least  20 
million  Chinese  people,  and  perhaps  as 
many  as  60  million,  as  a  positive 
development,  or  perhaps  a  goal  of  the 
missionaries. 

You  will  notice  that  he  twice,  within  the 
same  article,  recommended  that  we  do 
nothing  about  saving  their  souls;  that  we 
view  them  “not  as  totally  bad  and  objects 
to  be  converted;”  that  we  find  some 
alternative  to  the  “tradition  of  sending 
and  telling.”  Has  he  forgotten  the  first 
century  warnings  of  the  church’s  founder 
and  His  followers,  that  we  were  to  go  into 
all  the  world,  and  preach  the  Gospel  to  all 
nations? 

Now  while  I  agree  that  we  should  learn 
to  love  and  understand  the  people  of 
China,  it  is  not  they  who  will  decide  if  we 
are  to  live  in  peace;  it  will  be  their 
government,  and  its  leaders,  who  have 
shown  their  compassion,  not  by  giving 
the  people  of  China  dignity,  education, 
and  health  care,  but  by  slaying  them  by 
the  million. 

One  wonders  if  Mr.  Whitehead  toured 
China  blindfolded. 

Robert  A.  Martin 
Norman,  Oklahoma 


remember  the  confrontation  the  Board 
and  staff  had  less  than  a  decade  ago  with 
Blacks  and  other  racial  minorities;  and 
later  the  running  encounter  with  United 
Methodist  women,  and  youth. 

Challenges  increase  our  strength 
The  United  Methodist  Church  has  a 
stronger  and  more  valid  witness  of  the 
Gospel  today  in  mission  both  on  the 
national  and  overseas  sectors  because  of 
these  challenges.  When  the  Evangelical 
Missionary  Couricil  dialogue  has  reached 
the  end  of  its  productivity  I  believe  we 
will  have  a  stronger  and  more  valid 
expression  of  mission  through  the 
present  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

As  this  dialogue  is  proceeding  it  is 
important  to  keep  in  mind  some  of  the 
positive  things  that  are  happening  in  the 
mission  presence  of  United  Methodism 
today. 

On  the  first  of  March  I  returned  from 
an  overseas  visitation  that  covered  ob¬ 
servation  of  United  Methodism  in 
Rhodesia,  Mozambique,  Angola,  South 
Africa  and  Kenya.  Since  returning  I  have 
participated  in  the  semi-annual  meeting 
of  the  Advance  Committee  in  Cincinnati. 
Several  observations  about  the  nature  of 
United  Methodist  presence  in  the  above 
overseas  countries,  and  noted  in  the 
Advance  Committee  meeting  may  be 
helpful. 

Benevolences  going  forward 

1.  In  a  time  of  inflation  when  persons 

are  finding  it  ever  more  difficult  to 
maintain,  let  alone  increase,  giving  to  the 
church,  United  Methodism  is  going 

forward  in  nearly  every  front  in  its 

benevolence  columns.  To  be  sure  the 
increase  is  at  no  point  overwhelming,  nor 
demonstrating  our  potential  to  give.  But 
there  are  notable  increases.  We  are 

moving  toward  achieving  the 

quadrennial  goal  in  World  Service.  The 
Advance  had  one  of  its  best  years  in  the 
last  two  quadrennia  in  1973,  and  in  the 
first  months  of  1974,  Advance  receipts 
are  ahead  of  last  year.  It  should  be  noted 
that  a  major  item  of  increase  in  the 
Advance  relates  to  missionary  salary 
support. 

Comparisons  are  invidious,  but  taking 
the  membership  of  United  Methodism 
into  account,  no  denomination  of  major 
size  is  near  our  present  record  of  per 
capita  stewardship. 

United  Methodism  vital  in  Africa 

2.  In  the  African  countries  I  visited, 
the  evangelistic  thrust  of  United 
Methodism  is  dynamic  and  effective.  The 
African  Conferences  are  reporting 
membership  growth.  Youth  rallies  are 
reported  in  which  large  numbers  of 
persons  come  forward  to  confess  their 
faith  in  Jesus  Christ  as  Lord.  Several  of 
the  Conferences  have  evangelistic  teams 
that  are  crossing  Conference  boundaries 
to  impact  unconverted  tribes  and 
villages  with  the  gospel. 

In  the  early  1960’s  the  church  in  Angola 
was  decimated  in  its  membership  and 
ministry  by  terrorist  revolution.  From 
one-third  to  one-half  of  the  church 
membership  was  lost  by  death  or  exile. 
Thirty-five  or  forty  pastors  were  killed  or 
forced  to  flee  Angola.  Now  with  the  1970’s 
less  than  half  over  the  church  mem¬ 
bership  is  where  it  was  before  the 
violence  of  the  1960’s,  and  the  ministerial 
ranks  are  restored. 

3.  One  goal  of  missionary  outreach  is 
the  building  of  the  church.  This  goal  is 
wonderfully  on  its  way  to  fulfillment  in 
African  countries  where  the  former 
Methodist  and  Evangelical  United 
Brethren  witness  has  been  present  for 
nearly  a  century.  The  church  is  flowering 
under  the  leadership  of  African  bishops, 
district  superintendents,  pastors, 
treasurers  and  lay  persons.  The  African 
United  Methodist  Christians  are  bearing 
their  influence  in  dynamic  women’s, 
youth  and  men’s  work  through  schools, 
hospitals,  hostels  and  the  ministry  of 
local  churches.  These  African  church- 
persons  are  creative,  faithful  and 

Churches 


join  hunger 
coalition 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  A  coalition  of 
religious  and  secular  agencies  devoted  to 
the  alleviation  of  world  hunger  has  been 
formed  here. 

The  World  Hunger  Action  Coalition  is 
dedicated  to  gaining  access  to  and 
distributing  information  on  the  United 
Nations’  World  Food  Conference  planned 
at  Rome  in  November. 

Member  groups  in  the  new 
organization  include  Church  World 
Service,  the  relief  agency  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches;  Catholic  Relief 
Services;  Church  Women  United; 
Lutheran  World  Relief  and  CARE. 

The  coalition  will  provide  packets  of 
material  on  hunger  and  hold  workshops 
to  stimulate  the  American  consciousness 
on  the  food  crisis  in  many  nations.  It 
hopes  to  have  an  impact  on  the  U.  S. 
delegation  to  the  Rome  meeting.  U.  S. 
Secretary  of  State  Henry  Kissinger  is  due 
to  head  the  American  group. 

An  announcement  said  the  coalition  is 
"alarmed  at  the  apparent  isolationist 
trend  in  the  U.  S.  and  believes  that 
developed  nations  cannot  afford  to 
enlarge  the  gap  between  themselves  and 
less  developed  countries.” 

The  U.  S.  was  urged  to  make  food 
available  to  the  hungry  in  a  time  of 
scarcity  just  as  it  did  in  days  of  abun¬ 
dance. 


beautiful  to  behold  in  their  witness, 
technique  and  faith.  The  sowing  of 
previous  generations  has  been  well  done, 
a  great  harvest  is  at  hand.  A  door  of 
effectual  witness  has  been  opened.  The 
church  is  on  a  significant  forward 
movement. 

Missionaries  deserve  the  credit 

4.  Missionaries  of  past  generations  and 
currently  on  the  field  deserve  great 
credit  for  what  is  happening  in  United 
Methodism  in  Africa  today.  These 
missionaries,  lay  and  ministerial,  are 
facing  a  new  day.  The  reins  of  church 
control  are  passing  from  their  hands  to 
the  hands  of  their  African  colleagues. 
Some  missionaries  may  find  this  tran¬ 
sition  difficult  to  make.  Some  of  us  in  the 
United  States  may  find  it  hard  to  believe 
that  the  time  of  transition  is  at  hand. 
Indeed,  who  does  not  find  it  difficult  to 
pass  power  to  others,  for  with  that  goes 
control.  But  the  evidence  is  that  this  is 
being  done  with  grace.  Yet  withal  the 
missionary  is  still  desired  and  needed 
though  he  or  she  must  be  present  now  not 
as  the  lord  of  the  house,  but  as  a  partner 
in  mission  ready  to  be  the  servant  of  the 
new  and  burdgeoning  church. 

There  are  problems  in  the  church 
overseas  but  there  is  a  growing  unity  and 
affection  between  the  African  and  the 
missionary  as  in  genuine  teammanship 
they  confront  the  tremendous  task  which 
is  at  hand. 

Church’s  presence  hold  key 
to  unlocking  apartheid 

5.  Perhaps  the  most  important  fact  we 
need  to  observe  at  this  time  about  the 
significant  presence  of  United 
Methodism  overseas  is  that  in  Rhodesia, 
Mozambique,  Angola  and  South  Africa,  it 
is  the  church’s  presence  more  than 
anything  else  that  holds  the  promise  that 
the  tragic  systems  of  apartheid,  and 
minority  rule  by  whites  can  be  broken, 
and  racism  overcome,  without  the 
horrors  of  prolonged  civil  war  and  un¬ 
speakable  violence.  Only  the  future  will 
reveal  whether  or  not  this  will  be.  But 
today  it  is  the  presence  of  Bishop  Abel 
Muzorewa  in  Rhodesia ;  and  devoted  but 
threatened  African  Christians  and  their 
white  brothers  and  sisters  in  Angola, 
Mozambique,  and  especially  South 
Africa,  that  promises  constructive 
change  in  the  economic,  political  and 
social  systems  without  violence  and 
terrorism  sweeping  the  whole  process 
into  an  endless  holocaust. 

If  we  care  about  peace,  justice  and 
freedom  for  persons  we  will  believe  in 
our  mission  and  its  singular  effect  as  a 
reconciling  and  redeeming  power  in  one 
of  the  world’s  most  perilous  arenas. 

Let  us  question  .  .  . 
but  let  us  also  affirm 

Let  us  raise  questions  that  relate  to 
both  the  purpose  and  the  process  of 
missionary  outreach  through  the  Board 
of  Global  Ministries,  but  let  us  affirm  the 
significant  impact  it  is  making  alike  in 
the  United  States,  and  around  the  world 
as  it  serves  the  needs  of  persons  and 
proclaims  the  imperatives  of  the  Gospel 
to  individuals  and  society  alike. 


Hunger  Can't  Wait 


Aslm  was  starving  when  we 
found  him  —  and  he’s  still  awfully 
thin.  It’s  going  to  take  some  loving 
care  to  get  him  well.  Maybe  you’d 
like  to  help. 

WHAT  YOU  CAN  DO 
Eight-year-old  Asim  is  just  one 
child  of  many,  in  our  orphanages  in 
India,  needing  a  sponsor.  Others 
are  in  Brazil,  Peru,  and  Korea. 
Sponsoring  one  of  these  children 
will  be  a  rewarding  experience  for 
an  individual,  a  family,  a  youth 
group,  UMW,  men’s  club,  or  a 
Sunday  School  class.  The  cost:  Still 
just  $10  a  month.  We  will  send  you 
complete  information,  and  you 
may  write  your  child  if  you  wish. 
WORLD’S  CHILDREN,  INC.  is 
approved  by  the  U.S.  government 
so  that  payments  are  tax  deduct¬ 
ible.  Investing  in  a  child  is  invest¬ 
ing  in  eternity. 


I  with  to  sponsor  •  child  where 

need  la  greatest _ 

I  prefer  a  child  In _ 

Enclosed  Is  payment  tor  first 

—  t  Full  year _ 


Name_ 
Street  _ 


WRITE  TO:  Rev.  A  Mrs.  Albert  E.  Pi 
vlance,  WORLD’S  CHILDREN,  Inc.,  Box  9: 
Cheyenne,  Wyoming  82001. 
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Wesley  Chapel:  serving  the  present  N* 


By  JUDY  WEIDMAN 
Associate  Editor 

LONDON  —  “We  never  have  a  service 
without  a  hymn  of  Charles  Wesley.  We 
always  feel  like  we’re  singing  one  of  ‘our’ 
hymns  when  we  do.” 

So  says  the  Rev.  Allen  Birtwhistle, 
pastor  of  Wesley’s  Chapel  here,  in 
speaking  about  the  present  influence  of 
the  Wesleys  on  the  life  of  the 
congregation. 

Assigned  last  fall  to  this  crumbling, 
historic  edifice  with  a  membership  of  50, 
Mr.  Birtwhistle  finds  himself  at  once  the 
titular  head  of  a  massive  financial 
campaign  to  restore  the  200-year-old 
structure  built  by  John  Wesley  (see 
editorial)  and  the  shepherd  of  a  flock  in 
dispersion. 

Government  officials  closed  the  chapel 
two  years  ago  when  a  heavy  section  of 
cornice  fell,  narrowly  missing  a  group  of 
visitors.  The  structure,  which  escaped 
two  London  fires  and  massive  bombing 
during  World  War  II,  finally  is  giving 
way  to  old  age. 

Until  the  restoration  is  complete,  the 
congregation  is  using  a  nearby  Anglican 
church. 

Oneness  with  the  past 

Nothing  has  been  lost,  though,  of  their 
sense  of  continuity  with  the  Society  which 
bi Wesley  ministered  to  until  his  death. ih 
1791. 

“Where  it’s  possible  in  a  service  or  a 
class  meeting,  I’ll  bring  in  a  portion  of 
Wesley’s  diary.  It’s  always  tremendously 
helpful  and  to  the  point,”  explained  Mr. 
Birtwhistle. 

But  he  is  quick  to  squelch  any  notion 
that  the  congregation  is  an  ingrown 
group  content  to  thumb  through  Wesley’s 
letters  and  diary. 


Allen  Birtwhistle 


“We  try  not  to  let  it  chain  us  to  the  past. 
That’s  the  last  thing  Wesley  would 
want,”  he  observed. 

What  he  would  want,  and  this 
congregation  knows  it,  is  service  to  the 
community.  They  haven’t  forgotten,  for 
example,  that  Wesley  started  the  first 
free  medical  clinic  in  London. 

But  times  change  .  .  . 

Times  changes,  of  course,  and  now  the 
chapel  is  in  the  midst  of  a  large 
university  and  several  noted  hospitals, 
creating  especially  for  the  pastor  an 
extensive  chaplaincy. 

When  they  are  back  in  their  own 
quarters,  they  hope  to  resume  a  lecture 
series,  student-ori^pted  activities  and 
noonday  services  to  attract  working 
people  in  the  area. 

Urban  renewal  has  put  the  chapel  in 
the  midst,  too,  of  new  high-rise  apart¬ 
ment  buildings  —  potential  new  life  foi} 
churches  in  the  area  which  to  date 
largely  has  been  resisted  by  the 
residents. 

Most  of  the  members  of  Wesley  Chapel 
commute  from  outlying  areas  to  church 
much  as  they  do  for  work  during  the 
week.  The  hetrogeneous  group  includes  a 
high  government  official,  a  young  doctor 
who  has  his  local  preacher’s  license,  a 
grandmother  who  just  completed  her 
college  degree  via  TV  and  an  elderly  man 
who  keeps  the  preacher  on  his  toes  by 
checking  his  sermon  notes  during  long 
days  at  the  British  Museum. 

But  what  of  the  man  who  holds  down 
this  prestigious  post? 

Allen  Birtwhistle  laughingly  calls 
himself  a  “probationer.”  Wesley  Chapel 
is  his  first  parish  assignment. 

You  might  say  the  Depression  saved 
him  for  the  church  by  drying  up  the  world 
of  commercial  art  —  his  first  love  —  but 
not  before  he  had  given  the  world  “whiter 
than  white”  laundry. 

In  the  intervening  years  he’s  been  a 
missionary  in  Africa  and  served  his 
denomination’s  missionary-sending  and 
ministerial  training  agencies.  In  fact, 
one  of  his  last  acts  in  the  later  job  was  to 
supervise  arrangements  for  the  ordina¬ 
tion  of  women. 

The  commitment  had  been  there  for 
some  time,  he  stated,  but  union  talks  with 
the  Church  of  England  put  women  on  the 
back  burner  for  awhile. 

Union  vote  termed  first 
chance  at  division 

The  proposed  merger  (adopted  by  the 
Methodists  but  narrowly  rejected  by  the 
Anglicans)  presented  3ritish  Methodists 
an  historic  opportunity  to  decide  whether 
they  would  leave  the  Church  of  England, 
according  to  Mr.  Birtwhistle. 

So  to  have  voted  against  the  union,  he 
insisted,  would  have  in  effect  caused  the 
first  official  breach  betweert  >  the  two 


John  Adams  calms 
waters  at  AIM  trial 


ST.  PAUL,  Minn.  —  As  troubleshooters 
go,  John  Adams  has  a  pretty  sharp  aim. 

The  United  Methodist  clergyman’s 
finesse  at  calming  troubled  waters  has 
taken  him  into  race  riots  at  the  side  of 
civil  rights  leader  Ralph  Abernathy,  onto 
the  scene  of  student  slayings  at  Kent 
State  University  and  into  the  thick  of 
things  during  the  political  conventions  at 
Miami  Beach,  Fla. 

The  scene  now  is  St.  Paul,  Minn., 
where  American  Indian  Movement 
(AIM)  leaders  are  on  trial  for  distur¬ 
bances  resulting  from  their  occupation  of 
Wounded  Knee,  S.D. 

As  was  the  case  when  he  was  called  to 
Wounded  Knee,  Mr.  Adams  is  also 
working  here  to  facilitate  negotiations 
between  AIM  and  the  government. 

With  tension  constantly  building  here 
between  local  police  and  AIM  people,  Mr. 
Adams,  a  staff  member  of  the  Board  of 
Church  and  Society,  summoned  to  the 
scene  by  National  Council  of  Church 
leaders  and  Minnesota  Bishop  Wayne 
Clymer. 

Discussing  the  role  of  mediator- 
troubleshooter  with  Mr.  Adams,  Ms. 
Beverly  Boche,  editor  of  TM/UMR’s 
Minnesota  edition  posed  the  question, 
“How  do  you  go  about  the  business  of 
keeping  peace  and  promoting  dialogue 
when  both  sides  are  so  antagonistic?” 

Following  are  excerpts  from  the  article 
Ms.  Boche  wrote  on  the  basis  of  her 
conversation  with  the  minister: 

Mr.  Adams  says  that  whenever  he 
enters  an  area  it  is  recognized  that  he 
represents  a  network  of  people  con¬ 
cerned  about  and  committed  to  “a 
degree  of  social  justice  which  is  the 
essence  of  the  Christian  gospel."  The 
church,  he  feels,  sometimes  has  more 
latitude  than  a  government  agency  at 
times  like  this. 

Although  AIM  leaders  have  spoken 
very  disparagingly  of  the  church  at 
times,  Mr.  Adams  maintains  that  deep 
down  they  have  a  great  respect  for  it.  In 
fact,  he  believes  that  some  of  their  an¬ 
tagonism  is  due  to  their  clear  vision  of 
the  capacity  of  the  church  to  respond 
with  compassion  to  help  meet  human 
needs. 

The  Indians,  he  states,  need  the  sup¬ 
port  of  the  church  in  their  efforts  to  make 
known  to  the  country  and  to  the  Congress 
the  plight  of  their  people.  Representing 
only  one-half  of  one  percent  of  the 
population  and  on  the  bottom  of  any 
measure  of  economic,  health,  education 
and  employment  level,  they  have  little 
political  influence.  It  was  out  of  this 
frustration  that  AIM  was  born. 

“The  church,”  Mr.  Adams  continues, 
“does  not  have  to  become  an  advocate 
for  AIM,  but  it  must  be  sensitive  to  the 
grievances  they  are  raising.”  In  the  St. 


Paul  trial  the  government  is  narrowly 
construing  the  charges  brought  against 
the  defendants  while  the  defense  is  in¬ 
troducing  more  substantive  issues  of 
Indian  affairs.  Among  these  are  the 
violation  of  treaties. 

The  Teal  question,  in  Mr.  Adams’ 
opinion,  is  not  whether  we  in  the  church 
believe  in  those  issues  but  rather  does  the 
Indian  community  believe  that  AIM  is 
representing  their  grievances.  Mr. 
Adams  feels  the  answer  is  yes. 

It  is  not,  he  states,  just  a  case  of  civil 
rights.  Some  rights  have  already  been 
written  into  treaties.  The  question  here  is 
how  does  the  government  bureaucracy 
view  these  rights? 

Christ  has  come  to  us  in  a  social  con¬ 
text,  the  clergyman  states,  and  we  must 
be  concerned  with  social  evangelism,  not 
just  personal  evangelism.  The  new 
Testament  passage  beginning  “As  you 
did  it  to  the  least  of  these”  should 
motivate  us  “to  take  seriously  the  needs 
of  this  people  and  this  is  in  response  to 
Christ.” 


bodies.  He  confesses,  however  that 
beyond  that  lofty  theological  premise, 
the  practical  problems  of  reuniting  the 
two  traditions  would  have  been  con¬ 
siderable. 

Never  again,  he  predicts,  will  union 
discussions  start  from  the  top.  “It  was  a 
mistake  to  spend  our  time  talking  about 
uniting  the  ministri^i  it’s  the  churches 
we  want  to  unite,’/  he  concluded. 

A  minister  in  a  British  Methodist 
Church  today  pastors  a  hardy  flock,  said 
Mr.  Birtwhistle.  “Anybody  who  comes  to 
church  today  knows  what  he’s  doing  and 
needs  it;  there’s  no  spinoff  in  social 
prestige.” 

He  was  talking  about  the  drastic 
decline  in  church  attendance  which  has 
plagued  Europe  for  years  and  has  more 
recently  hit  the  American  church. 

Mr.  Birtwhistle  fails  to  see  any  positive 
aspects  in  the  situation.  Church  at¬ 
tendance,  he  believes,  creates  a 
familiarity  with  certain  prayers  and 
scripture  which  undergirds  people  in 
times  of  religious  need. 


“We’re  squandering  our  heritage,”  he 
observed  in  noting  that  whole 
generations  are  growing  up  without 
benefit  of  that  familiarity. 

He’s  sure  a  new  era  will  come,  though 
he’s  not  ready  to  predict  the  shape  of 
things  to  come. 

The  past  as  a  key  to  the  future 
Meanwhile  the  pastor  of  this  unique 
church  walks  in  the  midst  of  vivid 
memories  of  his  predecessor. 

Next  to  the  chapel  is  Wesley’s  house, 
preserved  almost  exactly  as  it  was  in  his 
time.  There  it  is  possible  to  kneel  and 
pray  in  the  small  room  where  Wesley 
went  for  devotions  every  morning  at  4,  to 
see  the  organ  where  Charles  must  have 
shared  his  newest  hymns  and  to  stand 
before  the  desk  from  which  John  ad¬ 
ministered  the  vast  evangelistic  and 
social  programs  which  he  spawned. 

Here  perhaps  is  the  key  to  the  renewal 
of  the  church  in  our  time  —  like  the 
congregation*  at  Wesley  Chapel  —  to 
study  Wesley  but  not  be  chained  to  him. 


TM-UMR  PHOTOS  BY  JEAN  YEAGER 


Theologian  urges  bishops  to  develop  new 
statement  on  the  roots  of  Christian  faith 


By  SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 
TM/UMR  Editor 

LOS  ANGELES  -  United  Methodism's 
bishops,  meeting  as  a  Council  here  last 
week,  were  challenged  by  a  prominent 
Wesleyan  theologian  to  put  aside 
secondary  concerns  for  a  time  and 
develop  a  fresh  and  vital  message  to  the 
church  regarding  “God’s  Good  News  in 
response  to  man’s  bad  news.”  The 
bishops  responded  by  instructing  their 
Message  Committee  to  draft  a  statement 
of  this  type  for  consideration  at  their  next 
meeting. 

Invited  to  address  the  Council  on  the 
subject  of  evangelism,  Dr.  Albert  C. 
Outler  of  Perkins  School  of  Theology  in 
Dallas,  noted  that  everyone  has  suddenly 
become  interested  in  evangelism  after  a 
long  period  of  neglect. 

Rather  than  becoming  a  part  of  the 
bandwagon  under  which  all  types  of 
activities  are  being  called  evangelism, 
Dr.  Outler  urged  the  bishops  to  “dig 
beneath  the  fruits  of  Christian  ex¬ 
perience  and  deal  with  its  roots. 

“It’s  been  a  long  time  since  the 
Methodist  people  got  a  clear  message 
from  their  bishops  regarding  the  place  of 
evangelism  amid  the  plethora  of  other 
concerns,”  he  said.  “Some  of  us  believe 
the  time  for  such  a  statement  is  now ." 
Evangelism:  a  restatement 
of  the  Christian  message 

Evangelism,  according  to  Dr.  Outler, 
should  not  be  understood  as  a  program  or 
as  a  sales  pitch  for  church  membership, 
but  as  a  continual  restatement  of  the 
Christian  faith’s  basic  message:  Jesus 
Christ  is  God’s  answer  to  man’s  hunger 
for  salvation. 

Titling  his  address  “The  Changing 
Human  Condition  and  the  Eternal 
Christian  Hope,”  Dr.  Outler  said  any 
statement  about  evangelism  should 
begin  with  our  own  unholy  condition  and 
our  inability  to  save  ourselves.  Human 
life  becomes  ultimately  secure  only  when 
it  turns  from  self-seeking  and  attempts  at 
self-saving  and  places  its  trust  in  God 
through  Christ,  the  theologian  told  the 
bishops.  That  turning,  or  conversion, 
must  be  understood  as.  the  basis  for  and 
not  the  result  of  responsible  human 
action,  he  said. 

Dr.  Outler  cautioned  the  bishops 
against  recommending  an  updated 
version  of  any  previous  model  for 
evangelism  —  including  John  Wesley’s  — 


because  the  basic  human  hunger  for 
salvation  is  manifested  in  different  forms 
today  than  in  previous  eras.  Unlike  other 
times,  when  human  self-confidence  ran 
high,  there  is  an  increasing  sense  of 
disillusionment,  hopelessness  and 
despair  among  people  today  as  they  see 
human  plans  and  human  institutions 
faltering. 

To  speak  to  that  condition  adequately, 
Dr.  Outler  said  any  new  model  for 
evangelism  will  need  to  be  “intentionally 
evangelical,  and  recognizably  biblical, 
Wesleyan  and  ecumenical.  It  would  have 
to  reflect  in  vital  balance  our  Christian 
confession  of  Christ’s  Lordship  in  this 
world  and  of  Christ’s  compassion  for  all 
the  wretched  of  the  earth.  It  would  have 
to  be  honestly  pluralistic,  taking  some 
pains  not  to  offend,  even  if  it  could  not 
fully  satisfy  that  frustrated  minority  in 
the  UMC  that  lies  outside  the  liberal 
establishment’s  normal  sensitivities  to 
other  minorities  and  caucuses:  the  self- 
avowed  ‘evangelicals’.” 

A  suggested  agenda 

The  theologian  recommended  that  the 
bishops  include  at  least  seven  items  on 
their  agenda  should  they  decide  to 
develop  such  a  declaration  on 
evangelism:  (1)  the  statement  should 
represent  a  consensus  of  the  Council  of 
Bishops  as  a  whole  rather  than  a 
statement  by  one  or  two  bishops  sub¬ 
sequently  endorsed  by  the  others; 
(2)  the  bishops  should  “exploit  the 
resources  of  United  Methodist  and  other 
professional  theologians”  in  developing 
their  statement;  (3)  the  statement 
should  identify  evangelism  as  a  corollary 
of  “justification  by  faith’’  and 
“regeneration”;  (4)  the  statement 
should  be  addressed  to  the  life  and 
ministries  of  the  local  church  in  the  form 
of  a  “pastoral  epistle”;  (5)  it  ought  to 
reflect  the  shaping  influences  of  the 
United  Methodist  Theological  and  Social 
Principles  (Parts  II  and  III  of  the 
Discipline)  ;  (6)  it  should  be  ecumenical 
rather  than  denominational  in  spirit;  and 
(7)  it  “should  rise  and  stand  clearly 
above  all  empire-building  and  all  par¬ 
tisan  causes  championed  severally  by 
the  United  Methodist  curia.  What  is 
needed  is  a  manifesto  to  all  of  them  and 
not  an  advertisement  for  any  one  of 
them.” 

Acknowledging  the  many  demands  on 
the  bishops’  time  and  energy,  Dr.  Outler 


the  church  today 


George  Outen  named  to  a  top 
Discipleship  post 

NASHVILLE  (RNS)  Dr.  George  H. 
Outen  has  been  named  executive  coor- 


New  York  Conference  sues 
former  treasurer  $5  million 


RYE,  N.Y.  (RNS)  -  The  New  York 
Annual  Conference  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  has  brought  a  $5 
million  damage  suit  against  its  former 
corporate  treasurer,  Robert  W.  Preusch. 

It  charges  that  Mr.  Preusch,  his  ac¬ 
counting  firm,  and  its  three  other  part¬ 
ners,  with  having  conspired  to  defraud 
the  Conference  and  alleges  that  they  had 
financial  interests  in  companies  in  which 
Mr.  Presuch  invested  Conference  funds. 

Several  months  earlier,  an  in¬ 
vestigation  revealed  that  more  than  $4.2 
million  in  Conference  funds  had  been 
invested  in  loans  to,  faltering  businesses 
without  authorization  from  the  Con¬ 
ference  trustees. 

Mr.  Preusch,  a  partner  in  the  Wall 
Street  accounting  firm  of  Richards, 
Ganly,  Fries  &  Preusch,  is  charged  with 
having  misled  the  trustees  into  ap¬ 
proving  debt  or  equity  investments  in 
several  clients  of  his  firm. 

Last  Fall,  Bishop  W.  Ralph  Ward 
reported  that  in  1969  the  trustees  had 
authorized  Mr.  Preusch  to  place  loans 
totaling  $1,095,000  with  specific  com¬ 
panies  of  “very  limited  risks,”  But,  he 
said,  the  treasurer  exceeded  the  limited 
authorization. 

According  to  the  claim  made  in  the 
suit,  Mr.  Preusch  concealed  from  the 
trustees  the  unfavorable  audit  reports  of 
the  accounting  firm  of  Coopers  & 
Lybrand.  When  the  firm  demanded 
direct  access  to  the  trustees  in  1972,  the 


lawsuit  alleges,  Mr.  Preusch  stalled 
until,  in  May  1973,  the  accounting  firm 
made  direct  contact  with  the  trustees. 

At  the  request  of  the  trustees  and  the 
Conference  Council  on  Ministries,  Bishop 
Ward  appointed  a  five-member  Review 
Committee  to  study  all  actions  of  persons 
and  groups  related  to  the  Conference 
funds.  The  law  firm  of  Cadwalader, 
Wickersham  &  Taft  was  asked  to 
determine  the  culpability,  if  any,  of  all 
persons  involved. 

On  April  11,  following  a  presentaton  by 
Peter  Megargee  Brown  of  the  legal  firm, 
the  Review  Committee  voted 
unanimously  to  bring  legal  action  against 
Mr.  Preusch. 

Commenting  on  the  suit,  the  Rev. 
Richard  Thornberg,  president  of  the 
Conference  trustees,  told  Religious  News 
Service  that  since  the  financial  difficul¬ 
ties  became  known  last  Fall,  there  had 
been  complaints  from  some  congrega¬ 
tions  and  some  members  of  the  Confer¬ 
ence  about  the  “trust  relationship”  that 
the  trustees  had  had  with  Mr.  Preusch. 
On  several  occasions  when  the  trustees 
had  questioned  some  of  the  investments, 
he  said,  Mr.  Preusch  had  given  oral 
assurances  of  their  viability. 

“When  you’re  dealing  with  a  lay  leader 
of  the  church,  the  author  of  the  financial 
relationship  of  the  church  that  was 
adopted  at  the  1972  General  Conference, 
you  accept  a  trust  relationship  as  suf¬ 
ficient,”  Mr.  Thornberg  commented. 


recalled  for  them  a  quotation  from  John  ‘  —— —  — -  ■ 

Wesley's  sermon  "The  One  Thing  Sncciol  nffpritlB  Set 
Needful":  "Put  all  your  trust  in  Christ  LIUl  » 

for  May  12  to  aid 
disaster  victims 


dinator  of  Discipleship  Resources,  a 
major  new  unit  of  the  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Discipleship  here. 

The  black  clergyman  will  be  in  charge 
of  publishing,  printing,  promotion,  audio 
visual  and  resource  distribution  for  the 
program  agency. 

A  member  of  the  Eastern  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Annual  (regional)  Conference 
of  the  denomination.  Dr.  Outen  was 
previously  assistant  general  secretary  of 
the  Contemporary  Proclamation  Section 
of  the  board’s  Division  of  Evangelism, 
Worship  and  Stewardship. 

Julian  Byrd  to  head  chaplains 

HOUSTON  -  The  Rev.  Julian  L.  Byrd 
was  installed  as  president  of  the  College 
of  Chaplains  of  the  American  Protestant 
Hospital  Association  recently  in  San 
Francisco. 

Mr.  Byrd  is  head  of  the  Department  of 
Chaplaincy  and  Pastoral  Education  at 
The  University  of  Texas  System  Cancer 
Center’s  M.D.  Anderson  Hospital  and 
Tumor  Institute  here. 

Tiny  church  gives  building 
fund  away 

ETOWAH,  Tenn.  (RNS)  -  With  a  total 
membership  of  146  and  an  average 
Sunday  morning  attendance  of  65,  Jones 
Chapel  United  Methodist  Church  is  not 
what  you’d  call  a  big  church. 

But  its  people  have  big  hearts,  and  they 
demonstrated  their  goodwill  in  a 
dramatic  way  shortly  after  the  tornado 
disaster  that  swept  through  Tennessee  in 
early  April. 

The  Administrative  Board  called  a 
special  meeting  and  voted  to  contribute 
the  church’s  entire  $2,800  sanctuary 
renovation  fund  to  help  replace  homes  in 
the  area  that  were  destroyed  in  the 
storm. 

With  the  $1,100  that  was  collected  on 
Easter  Sunday,  the  little  church  thus 
donated  more  than  $4,000  to  aid  its  neigh¬ 
bors. 


and  then,  as  to  the  rest,  do  all  that  ever 
you  can,  leaving  their  eventuations  to 
God.’  The  theologian  then  asked,  “Have 
you  an  alternative  nomination  for  the 
Chris  an’s  one  thing  needful,  really?” 

Th  ishops  responded  first  in  a  period 
of  o^,i  dialogue  with  Dr.  Outler  for 
nearly  an  hour.  Later  in  the  week,  the 
Council  requested  its  Message  Com¬ 
mittee  —  under  the  leadership  of  Bishop 
Francis  Kearns  of  Ohio  —  to  draft  a 
message  to  the  church  of  the  type  Dr. 
Outler  proposed  for  consideration  at  the 
bishops'  meeting  this  fall. 

In  other  actions,  the  Council  of 
Bishops: 

African  bishops:  We  want  mis¬ 
sionaries,  but  under  our  direction 

•  Heard  a  report  from  Bishop  Scott 
Allen  of  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  and  three 
African  bishops  regarding  a  recent 
consultation  in  Africa.  The  clear 
message  from  the  consultation  and  the 
African  bishops  was  “We  want 
missionaries  in  our  countries,  but  we 
want  them  under  our  own  direction, 
rather  than  under  the  direction  of  the 
church  in  America.’’ 

The  American  bishops  were  asked  to 
remember  this  input  when  they  hear 
criticisms  from  the  “Evangelical 
Missionary  Council”  and  others  that  the 
Boar-'  of  Global  Ministries’  missionary 
polic  is  not  sufficiently  evangelical. 
Bishop  Paul  Washburn  of  Chicago  and 
President  of  the  Board,  commented: 
“Our  brethren  from  Africa  have  said: 
‘We  have  heard  the  gospel.  We  have 
internalized  the  gospel  in  our  culture.  We 
believe  we  can  best  preach  the  gospel  in 
our  culture’.” 

•  Elected  Bishop  Dwight  E.  Loder  of 
the  church’s  Michigan  Area  to  serve  as 
President  of  the  Council  of  Bishops  for 
the  r  t  year,  succeeding  Bishop  Charles 
GolCv...  of  the  Los  Angeles  Area.  Bishop 
Loder,  was  elected  to  the  episcopacy  in 
1964  after  serving  as  President  of  Garrett 
Theological  Seminary  and  pastorates  in 
Minnesota,  Pennsylvania  and 
Massachusetts.  The  Council  also  chose 
Bishop  W.  Ralph  Ward  of  the  church’s 
New  York  Area  as  president-elect;  he 
will  succeed  Bishop  Loder  at  the  Coun¬ 
cil's  Spring  meeting  in  1975. 

No  new  action  on  Pikeville 

•  Heard  reports  from  the  Bishops’ 
Advisory  Committee  on  Pikeville  and 
from  three  non-United  Methodist  persons 
from  Kentucky  who  came  to  plead  the 
case  nf  those  seeking  to  establish  a  union 
of  non-professional  workers  at  the 
Methodist  Hospital  in  Pikeville.  T^e 


LOS  ANGELES  —  A  special  church¬ 
wide  offering  —  to  aid  victims  of 
recent  tornadoes  and  floods  in  the  United 
States  and  victims  of  famine  in  Sahel, 
West  Africa  —  was  called  for  by  United 
Methodism’s  Council  of  Bishops  at  their 
semi-annual  meeting  here  last  week. 

The  offering  will  be  taken  on  Mothers' 
Day,  May  12,  in  United  Methodist 
congregations  across  the  land.  A  goal  of 
$2.5  million  was  set.  If  the  goal  is  fully 
attained,  $1.5  million  will  be  used  to 
provide  relief  for  victims  of  recent 
national  disasters  in  Ohio,  Kentucky, 
Tennessee,  Alabama  and  Mississippi. 
First  priority  in  the  distribution  of  funds 
will  be  given  to  meeting  human  needs 
and  second  priority  to  repairing  unin¬ 
sured  damage  to  church  property.  $1 
million  will  be  used  to  provide  food  and 
other  forms  of  relief  for  persons  in  lands 
on  the  edge  of  the  Sahara  desert  who 
have  been  besieged  by  drought  for  the 
past  six  years.  Approximately  one-fourth 
of  the  24  million  people  there  are  faced 
with  famine. 

.Tije  Special  Offering  will  be  distributed 
by  the  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief. 


bishops  unanimously  approved  the 
following  statement:  “We  recognize  the 
primary  relationship  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  to  the  Pikeville 
Methodist  Hospital  is  through  the  Ken¬ 
tucky  Annual  Conference.  At  the  request 
of  the  resident  bishop  of  the  Louisville 
Area,  Bishop  Frank  L.  Robertson,  we 
recommend  the  continuance  of  the 
Bishop’s  Advisory  Committee  on 
Pikeville  with  the  same  personnel  as  at 
present.  We  affirm  that  the  role  of  this 
committee  is  not  to  impose  a  resoluuon  of 
the  dispute  upon  the  parties,  which  power 
is  not  granted  to  us  by  the  Discipline  of 
the  church.  Rather,  we  affirm  that  the 
role  of  the  committee  is  to  be  of 
assistance  to  Bishop  Robertson  in  such 
ways  as  he  may  request,  to  the  end  that 
the  dispute  may  be  resolved,  which  shall 
be  in  accord  with  the  Social  Principles  of 
our  church  ...” 

Additionally,  Bishop  Lloyd  Wicke, 
chairman  of  the  Advisory  Committee, 
was  asked  to  write  an  in-depth  paper 
about  the  Pikeville  situation  for  cir¬ 
culation  to  all  bishops  and  for  publication 
“in  ‘United  Methodists  Today’  and/or 
other  appropriate  United  Methodist 
periodicals.” 
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Rato:  25c  per  word,  figure  or  tntitla)  per  In¬ 

sertion.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  an 
contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  in  advance.  Minimum  charge  of  S6.25 
Service  charge  or  wind  ads  *1.00  per  Insertion. 

FOR  SALE:  Baldwin  electronic  organ.  Model 

5.  2  manual.  2  large  speakers.  *1.000.  Set  of 
electronic  wall  chimes,  can  be  purchased 
separately.  *500.  Write:  Aspen  Community 
Church.  Box  358,  Aspen,  Colo.  81611,  Phone 
(303)  925-1571. 

r  LUXE  ORIENTAL  TOUR:  Rev,  and  Mrs. 
i  Laux.  experienced  escorts.  Invite  you  to 

them.  3  weeks  In  August  74.  Brochure 
available.  Write:  Rev.  Ed  Laux,  6247 
Annapolis.  Dallas.  Texas  75214. 

FROM  DALLAS.  JL1NE  15.  Grand  Tour  * 

Europe.  Scandinavia.  Russia.  Fall  tour: 
Greece.  Turkey.  Rhodes.  Cyprus.  7  days 
luxury  liner.  7  days  Holy  Land.  Bess 
Loudermllk.  3339  Milton.  Dallas  75205.  (214) 
363-2692. 

A  UNIQUE  OPPORTUNITY.  A  suco^fU 
retired  salesman  or  minister  to  represent  one 
of  America's  fastest  growing  religious  radio 
programs  In  your  area.  Exceptionally  good 
Income  potential.  If  Interested,  write, 
Methodist  Hour.  Box  77,  Orlando,  Florida 

3MQ2 - 

THEOLOGICAL  STUDENT  SEEKS  BOOKS: 
Southey.  "Life  of  Wesley;"  Tyerman.  "Life 
and  Times  of  Wesley;"  Jackson  edition, 
"Works  of  Wesley."  Contact:  Rex  Matthews. 

305-C  Holden  Green,  Cambridge,  Mass.  02138. 

HOMEPARENTS  NEEDED  for  ctmd  care. 
These  are  full  time  positions  for  married 
couples  with  no  dependei  ts.  In  addition  to 
salary,  we  provide  meals  laundry  service, 
living  quarters  while  op  duty,  sick  leave;  also 
Insurance  and  retirement  programs  are 
available.  Applicants  must  be  non-smokers, 
non-drinkers,  high  school  graduate,  preferably 
with  college  training.  These  positions  can 
provide  very  rewarding  experiences.  Please 
contact  the  personnel  Department.  Methodist 
Home.  1111  Herring  Ave..  Waco.  Texas  76708. 

DUE  fO  RETIREMENT  In  May,  am  offering 
my  library  for  sale.  For  Information,  call  or 
write:  Rev.  Earl  Miller.  P.O.  Box  242.  Licking. 

Mo.  65542.  (314)-674-2934. 

ESTY  PIPE  ORGAN  for  sale:  17  stops,  17 
ranks,  tubular  pneumatic  pipe  organ  available 

June  1974.  Built  by  Esty  Organ  Co.,  Brat-  ! 

teboro.  Vt.  Installed  1908.  First  United  > 

Methodist  Church.  204  N.W.  1st  Ave..  Austin. 

Minn.  55912.  Phone  (507) -433 -8839 

GREECE.  EGYPT.  HOLY  LAND.  ROME 
SWITZERLAND.  AMSTERDAM.  22  days. 

July  74.  Personally  escorted  tour.  Christian 
group.  Far  brochure,  write:  Rev.  Rex  Sample, 

Bf  67.  Simla,  Colo.  BOP-’i. 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR,  part  time.  Challenging 
opportunity  In  large  metropolitan  church. 

Must  be  mature,  have  clear  commitment  to 
Christ,  skilled  In  working  with  kids,  to  do 
campus  evangelism,  visitation,  supervise 
adult  counselors.  Salary  to  *310  per  month, 
plus  housing  available  depending  on 
qualification  and  hours.  Send  resume  to: 
Grace  United  Methodist  Church,  Long  Beach. 

Calif.  90814. 

PREGNANT?  UNMARRIED?  Give  your  baby 
a  home  and  a  chance  at  life!  The  Methodist 
Mission  Home  In  San  Antonio  offers  a  com¬ 
plete.  confidential  service  on  your  problems. 
Good  living  situation,  warm  acceptance,  best 
m  dlcal  care,  expert  counseling  and  con- 
1  ng  high  school  education.  Call  or  write: 

Rev.  Harold  Burkhardt.  6487  Whitby  Rd..  San 
Antonio.  Texas  78240.  Phone  (512  )  696-2410. 

SPECIAL  TEXAS  CONFERENCE  TOUR  of 
the  Holy  Land  for  World  Methodist 
Evangelism  Congress.  November  14-23.  Tour 
price  from  New  York  —  *679.  Optional  return 
via  Rome  and  Athens  available  for  *296.  For 
Information,  contact:  Rev.  Roddy  Bland.  5215 
Main.  Houston  77002.  (AC  713)-521-9383. 
Registration  deadline  Is  June  15. 

LOVELY  MOBILE  HOME  LOT  for  sale. 
Churches,  electricity,  water,  good  roads, 
fishing,  good  schools.  Rt.  1.  Box  79,  Altamont. 

Mo.  64620 
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Restoring 
old  Bibles 

DAI. LAS  A  Bible  hospital?  That's 
right.  Restoring  old  family  Bibles  is 
big  business  here  but  slow  since 
much  of  it  must  be  done  by  hand. 

A  heavy,  black  press  sometimes  is 
used  to  shoulder  and  bevel  Bible 
covers.  Trimming  and  cutting  call 
for  yet  another  venerable  machine, 
but  the  measuring  and  mending  and 
shaping  and  sewing  that  lead  up  to 
the  gold  stamping  on  the  new  leather 
cover  is  done  by  hand. 

The  guiding  light  in  this  family 
business  is  Mrs.  Billie  Gibbons. 
Originally  an  artist  who  restored  old 
painting,  she  now  concentrates 
entirely  on  old  books,  mainly  Bibles. 

And  what  better  place  than  at  an 
address  on  South  St.  Paul  Street? 


Consultation  probes  impact  of  TV 

Researcher  sees  tie  between  violence  and  anti-social  behavior 


By  BILL  BUCHANAN 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

DALLAS  -  That  television  is  a  moral 
teacher  is  no  longer  a  question. 

What  is  a  question  —  a  very  serious  one 
r—  is  how  this  moral  teaching  ability  is 
currently  being  used  and  how  it  might  be 
changed  to  serve  the  ends  of  Christian 
evangelism. 

“Television  is  a  moral  teacher,  and  a 
powerful  one,”  Dr.  Robert  M.  Liebert, 
head  of  United  Methodism’s  newly  cre¬ 
ated  Media  Research  Center,  told  a  con¬ 
sultation  on  religious  television  pro¬ 
gramming  here. 

“Contemporary  television  is  saturated 
with  violence  and  related  antisocial 
behavior  and  lessons  which  have  a  clear 
and  (by  most  standards)  adverse  effect 
on  young  viewers’  moral  development 
and  behavior.’’ 

Dr.  Liebert  emphasized,  though,  that 
television  in  itself  is  not  evil  or  morally 
dangerous. 

“Television  does  not  stimulate  an¬ 
tisocial  behavior  -  certain  types  of 
television  content  stimulate  antisocial 
behavior.  And  if  certain  content  can 
teach  undesirable  moral  lessons,  there  is 
good  reason  to  believe  that  other  types  of 
content  might  be  equally  potent  in 
teaching  positive,  prosocial  lessons  in¬ 
stead." 

Dr.  Liebert,  who  is  also  a  professor  of 
psychology  at  the  University  of  New 
York  at  Stony  Brook,  said  that  research 
has  established  that  there  is  a  direct 


relationship  with  the  amount  of  violence 
a  child  is  exposed  to  on  television  and  the 
amount  of  violence  he  exhibits  in  in¬ 
teractions  with  other  persons. 

Given  this  fact,  he  said,  it  is  very 
frightening  to  learn  that  there  are  an 
average  of  seven  and  a  half  violent  acts 
performed  during  one  hour  of  prime  time 
television. 

“And  when  you  analyze  programs 
made  especially  for  children  -  such  as 
cartoons  -  you  find  that  there  is  three 
times  as  much  violence  and  aggression  in 
those  programs  than  in  prime  time 
programming,"  he  continued. 

However,  for  reasons  not  always  easily 
understood,  television  producers  and 
sponsors  are  sold  on  the  idea  that  the 
American  public  wants  violence-oriented 
entertainment. 

Dr.  Liebert  says  that  the  new  media 
research  program  he  is  heading  hopes  to 
alter  these  assumptions  by  illustrating 
how  positive,  prosocial  programs  can 
attract  just  as  large  an  audience. 

He  testified  recently  before  a  U.S. 
Senate  subcommittee  on  com¬ 
munications  that  a  30-second  television 
spot  developed  by  the  Center  has  already 
been  proven  through  extensive  research 
to  prompt  prosocial  behavior  as  well  as 
attract  the  attention  of  more  children 
than  violence-oriented  entertainment. 

Explaining  the  30-second  spots,  called 
“The  Swings,"  Dr.  Liebert  said  they  will 
“have a  highly-focused  aim:  to  convey  to 
children  that  in  many  daily  conflict 


situations  a  naked  display  of  force  and 
aggression  serves  neither  party,  while 
cooperative  solutions  benefit  both  parties 
can  be  found." 

Dr.  Liebert,  who  was  the  featured 
speaker  at  the  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
munications  Consultation,  said  the 
success  of  his  spots  was  due  in  large 
measure  to  carefully  testing  them  out, 
using  a  control  group  of  children  against 
a  test  group  of  children. 

Prosocial  programming 
can  be  profitable 

Noting  that  such  prosocial  program¬ 
ming  need  not  be  inconsistent  with  the 
broadcast  industry’s  goal  of  entertaining 
and  competing  in  the  commercial  arena, 
Dr.  Liebert  said  that  the  “interplay  of 
research  and  creative  broadcasting  can 
be  a  model  for  future  programs,  and 
without  great  expense  .  .  .  Broadcasters 
might  even  benefit  financially,  inasmuch 
as  audience-tested  programs  are  more 
likely  to  be  commercially  successful  than 
those  created  on  guessing  alone.” 

The  consultation,  which  was  sponsored 
by  the  Joint  Communications  Committee 
(a  Southeast  Jurisdictional  agency  based 
in  Atlanta)  and  the  United  Methodist 
Communications  Council  (UMCC)  (a 
conference-level  agency  based  in  Dallas 
serving  Texas  and  New  Mexico),  in¬ 
cluded  lay  and  clergy  participants  from 
across  the  U.S. 

According  to  the  Rev.  Bob  Robertson, 
director  of  UMCC’s  Media  Division,  the 
consultation  was  born  out  of  a  growing 
awareness  of  the  need  for  churches  at  the 
local  level  to  become  involved  in  the 
media.  It  was  an  awareness  shared  by 
most  of  the  participants  at  the  meeting. 

“As  a  Christian  ministry,"  said  Mr. 
Robertson,  “we  should  be  doing  more 
with  telivision.  .  .  Evangelism  is  more 
than  just  preaching  from  a  pulpit. 
It  may  be  investing  in  TV  specials  that 
speak  to  the  needs  of  the  community. 
Now  that  IS  evangelism." 

Mr.  Robertson  said  that  a  number  of 
churches  have  already  begun  earmark¬ 
ing  a  major  portion  of  their  evangelism 
money  for  at  least  one  prime  time  TV 
special  per  year.  He  said  that  churches 
interested  into  getting  into  such  pro¬ 
ductions  should  appoint  a  committee  to 
investigate  the  possibilities,  work  with 
local  television  stations  and  seek  out 
local  professionals  who  would  be  willing 
to  donate  their  time. 

“There’s  no  question  but  what  the 
church  has  been  a  Johnny-come-lately  in 
the  field  of  electronic  communications," 
said  one  participant.  “And  just  because 
we’re  the  church  is  no  excuse  to  ignore 
progress.” 

Citing  the  need  for  a  creative  use  of  the 
media,  the  Rev.  Stan  McCready  of 
Galax,  Va.,  said  that  the  church  “has  to 
be  progressive  if  not  aggressive  in  taking 
its  message  to  an  already  cluttered 
society.  And  that  progressive/aggressive 
approach  seems  to  call  for  a  more 
creative  use  of  the  media." 


THE  mflKinG  OF  GlflflT/ 


In  an  outstanding  career  of  Chris¬ 
tian  service,  Dr.  Claire  Randall  has 
held  high  office  in  mission,  social 
concerns,  international  relations,  the¬ 
ological  exploration.  Recently,  she 
became  the  first  woman  to  be  elected 
chief  executive  of  the  National  Coun¬ 
cil  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  the 
U.S. A. 


Dr.  Randall  is  an  ordained  elder  in 
the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  U.S.A.; 
Board  member  of  Auburn  Theological 
Seminary:  of  the  ecumenical  journal, 
Christianity  and  Crisis;  of  the  minis¬ 
try  project  of  the  American  Assn,  of 
Theological  Schools. 

Dr.  Randall  earned  the  B.A.  degree 
at  Scarritt  College.  01  this  she  says, 
.  .  My  experience  at  Scarritt  was 
one  of  the  important  influences  on  my 
life  and  work.  I  found  a  new  under¬ 
standing  and  vision  about  Christianity 
and  social  issues  in  my  studies.  .  .  .” 

The  making  of  Giants!  Scarritt  has 
been  doing  this  for  81  years.  An  Up¬ 
per  Division  Graduate  School  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church.  Coeduca¬ 
tional,  interdenominational,  interracial. 
Last  year  s  graduates  enjoyed  im¬ 
mediate  job  offers! 

Prepare  now  for  a  life  of  Christian 
service  to  Church  and  Community 
here  and  abroad.  Write  for  free  fold¬ 
er,  "Your  Opportunity  at  Scarritt  " 

SCARRITT  COLLEGE  FOR 
CHRISTIAN  WORKERS 

Nashville,  Tennessee  Dept.  TM  37203 


Case  of  homosexual  considered 

Judicial  Council  gives  former 
minister  chance  for  readmission 


WHITE  SULPHUR  SPRINGS,  W.  Va. 
—  Another  chapter  in  the  controversial 
case  of  F.  Gene  Leggett,  an  avowed 
homosexual  and  a  former  minister  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  was  written 
here  last  week  by  the  denomination’s 
Judicial  Council. 

Responding  to  an  appeal  from  Mr. 
Leggett,  who  now  lives  in  San  Antonio, 
Tex.,  the  council  ruled  that  the  former 
minister  is  now  eligible  to  apply  for  his 
ministerial  credentials  which  were 
suspended  against  his  wishes  in  1971  by 
the  Southwest  Texas  Conference. 

At  the  time  of  the  conference’s  action 
the  council  ruled  that  the  “involuntary 
location"  and  suspension  of  ministerial 
credentials  were  legal. 

However,  last  week  the  council  said 
that  “ambiguous"  1972  amendments  to 
church  laws  do  not  deprive  Mr.  Leggett 
of  his  right  to  seek  readmission  to  the 
conference. 

After  he  publicly  announced  his 
homosexuality  and  was  taken  to  task  by 
his  conference,  Mr.  Leggett  claimed  that 
his  homosexuality  was  the  basis  for  his 

Methodists 
join  COCU 
experiment 

HONOLULU  (RNS)  -  An  Oahu 
coalition  of  Protestant  churches,  in¬ 
cluding  two  United  Methodist 
congregations,  has  agreed  to  become  one 
of  the  first  10  experimental  “generating 
communities"  called  for  by  the  Con¬ 
sultation  on  Church  Union  (COCU). 

Directors  of  the  3,000-member  Wind¬ 
ward  Coalition  of  Churches,  made  up  of 
eight  churches,  accepted  an  invitation 
from  COCU,  which  represents  nine 
denominations,  to  take  part  in  the  ex¬ 
periment. 

“Generating  communities’’  are 
locally-based  experiences  in  cooperation 
which  will  not  only  encourage 
ecumenism  but  will  also  bring  out  the 
strengths  and  weaknesses  of  COCU’s 
approach  to  church  union. 

Each  individual  congregation  in  the 
Windward  Coalition  will  decide  if  it 
wishes  to  be  part  of  the  “generating 
community.”  A  negative  decision  will  not 
jeopardize  the  coalition’s  participation  in 
the  experiment  or  a  congregation’s  in¬ 
volvement  in  the  coalition. 

Coalition  leaders  noted  that  becoming 
a  "generating  community”  will  do  little 
to  alter  the  present  structure  of  the  four- 
year-old  cooperative  organization. 

A  three-year  commitment  was  made  to 
maintain  communications  and  working 
relations  with  COCU. 

“Their  (COCU’s)  interest  in  us 
stemmed  from  the  fact  that  our  coalition 
is  one  of  the  few  in  the  country  that  has 
lasted  so  long,”  said  John  A.  Lockwood, 
chairman  of  the  coalition’s  executive 
directorate. 

Six  congregations  initially  voted  to 
become  part  of  the  “generating  com¬ 
munity.”  They  include  St.  Christopher’s, 
the  Windward  United  Church  of  Christ, 
Kailua  United  Methodist  Church, 
Keolumana  United  Methodist  Church, 
Emmanuel  Episcopal  Church  and  Christ 
Presbyterian  Church. 

Ten  years 
reverses 
race  issue 

LOS  ANGELES  —  Two  bishops  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  who  were 
denied  permission  to  worship  together  in 
an  all-white  Mississippi  church  of  their 
own  denomination  a  decade  ago,  joined 
together  Easter  Sunday  to  conduct 
services  at  the  predominantly  black 
Holman  United  Methodist  Church  here. 

Bishop  James  K.  Mathews,  episcopal 
leader  of  the  Washington  D.C.  Area,  who 
is  white,  and  Bishop  Charles  F.  Golden, 
episcopal  leader  of  the  Los  Angeles  Area 
and  outgoing  president  of  the  Council  of 
Bishops,  led  a  full  congregation  in 
celebrating  the  resurrection  at  the  in¬ 
vitation  of  Holman’s  pastor,  Dr.  L.  L. 
White.  Bishop  Mathews  preached. 

It  was  on  Easter  Sunday,  1964,  that 
Bishop  Mathews,  then  of  Boston,  and 
Bishop  Golden,  then  of  Nashville,  were 
denied  permission  to  enter  Galloway 
Memorial  Church  in  Jackson,  Miss., 
because  Bishop  Golden  is  black.  When 
they  sought  entrance  to  the  Jackson 
Church,  two  ushers  denied  them  per¬ 
mission  to  enter  the  sanctuary.  Bishop 
Mathe  's  said  afterward  that  the  ushers 
“con  _ied  themselves  with  courtesy 
and  restraint”  but  said  several  onlookers 
did  not.  Three  policemen  who  stood 
nearby  took  no  part  in  the  incident. 

Bishop  Mathews  was  quoted  then  as 
saying  that  “the  Methodist  Church  has  a 
policy  entirely  in  keeping  with  the  New 
Testament  of  open  and  inclusive 
congregations.  The  practice  of  this 
particular  congregation,  among  others, 
is  at  variance  with  this  position  of  our 
denomination.  While  no  compulsion  can 
be  countenanced  in  an  attempt  to  remedy 
this  situation,  neither  can  the  fact  of 
‘closed’  churches  be  overlooked  by 
Christians  elsewhere." 

Many  changes  have  taken  place  both  in 
the  church  and  in  society  during  the  past 
decade,  and  Bishop  Golden  since  has 
been  told  he  would  be  welcome  to  wor¬ 
ship  at  Galloway  Church  “as  a  brother  in 
Christ"  at  any  time. 


dismissal,  not  his  qualifications  as  a 
Christian  minister. 

During  the  Judicial  council  meeting 
last  week  the  former  minister  again  tried 
to  press  this  argument. 

While  the  denomination’s  “supreme 
court”  was  considering  the  case  Mr. 
Leggett  testified  that  “ordination  of 
hundreds  of  gay  ministers  and 
seminarians  are  under  threat  and  need  a 
protector.” 

During  its  consideration  of  the  case  in 
1972  the  council  had  stressed  that  it  would 
not  make  “any  moral  judgment  on 
homosexuality.”  In  line  with  that 
position,  the  council  last  week  again 
refrained  from  making  any  reference  to 
homosexuality  in  its  ruling. 

Revisions  in  the  1972  discipline  relating 
to  the  suspension  of  ministers  lessened 
the  penalties  of  “involuntary  location” 
but  said  the  new  provisions  would  not 
apply  to  anyone  involved  before  1972, 
explained  the  council. 

The  council  said  that  since  Leggett’s 
suspension  involved  no  “charges  or 
complaints  of  character”  his  rights  were 
not  restricted  by  the  change.  It  pointed 
also  to  a  principle  of  law  which  holds  that 
“when  a  legal  action  is  taken  against  a 
person  no  subsequent  legislation  can 
make  the  penalty  or  burden  imposed 
upon  that  person  more  onerous,  more 
restrictive”  than  earlier  law. 

The  council  also  answered  the  con¬ 
ference’s  and  Mr.  Leggett’s  appeal 
questions  asking  if  he  is  now  eligible  to 
ask  for  a  trial.  Since  another  alternative 
(suspension  by  conference  vote)  has 
already  been  used,  said  the  council,  Mr. 
Leggett  is  not  eligible  for  trial.  It  also 
pointed  out  that  Mr.  Leggett  is  now  a  lay 
member  of  the  church. 

At  a  1971  conference  session  after 


Leggett  had  announced  “I  am  a 
homosexual”  and  had  refused  to  request 
voluntary  location  the  Board  of  the 
Ministry  recommended  involuntary 
location  on  the  ground  that  he  was 
“unacceptable  for  the  work  of  the 
ministry.”  The  Conference  approved  144 
to  117. 

Two  years  ago  Leggett  requested  that 
he  be  considered  for  readmission  and 
was  refused  by  the  Austin  District 
Committee  on  the  Ministry.  One  year  ago 
upon  renewal  of  his  request  the  Con¬ 
ference  Board  of  the  Ministry  delayed  a 
decision  in  order  to  get  legal 
clarification. 

In  other  actions  the  council  refused  to 
accept  jurisdiction  of  two  cases:  a  Little 
Rock  Conference  question  on  an  ap¬ 
plication  for  probationary  membership 
and  on  a  Philippine  Central  Conference 
question  concerning  procedure  in  voting 
on  autonomy. 

The  council  also  ruled  that  a  proposed 
equitable  salary  plan  for  the  Baltimore 
Conference  must  be  approved  by  at  least 
two-thirds  of  the  annual  conference  and  a 
three-fourths  vote  in  the  charge  con¬ 
ferences  because  its  comprehensive 
nature  places  it  in  the  category  of  a 
“basic  salary  plan.”  Present  minimum 
salary  plans  are  not  affected  by  the 
decision. 

The  Baltimore  Conference  is  planning 
a  salary  program  which  includes  several 
variables  relating  to  a  minister’s  time  of 
service,  education  and  other  factors. 

While  Mr.  Leggett  is  eligible  to  re¬ 
apply,  it  was  pointed  out,  The  Southwest 
Texas  Conference  is  under  no  legal 
obligation  to  accept  the  former  minis¬ 
ter’s  application. 


Scarritt  launches  new 


$16.7  million  drive 


NASHVILLE  (RNS)  -  A  seven  year, 
$16.7  million  development  program  was 
announced  here  by  Scarritt  College,  a 
United  Methodist  institution  specializing 
in  lay  education. 

The  development  campaign  will  seek 
funds,  both  operational  and  endowment, 
for  its  senior  college  and  graduate  degree 
programs,  continuing  education  and  a 
new  Center  of  Women’s  Studies,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Dr.  J.  Richard  Palmer,  the 
college  president. 

Scarr^t  is  the  only  school  owned 
directly  by  the  United  Methodist  General 
Conference.  It  once  was  the  major  school 
for  the  training  of  missionaries. 

The  1973  quadrennial  General  Con¬ 
ference  significantly  decreased  the 
general  Church  funds  designated  for 
Scarritt.  After  1976  no  direct  allocations 
are  expected,  although  up  to  $300,000  will 
be  made  available  in  matching  funds. 

For  a  period  in  the  earlv  1970s  there 
were  some  doubts  that  Scarritt  would 
find  a  future.  The  alternatives,  according 
to  one  bishop,  was  to  “beef  up,”  close 
down,  redirect  or  give  away  the  college. 

The  ultimate  decision  was  a  com¬ 
bination  of  “beef  up”  and  redirect.  In 
announcing  the  development  program, 
due  to  run  until  1980,  officials  noted  that 
Scarritt  is  the  only  denominational  in¬ 
stitution  concerned  solely  with  training 
lay  persons,  professional  and  volunteers, 
for  church  work  in  a  day  when  the 
demand  for  lay  workers  is  growing. 

The  college  is  seeking  $5  million  to 
strengthen  its  professional  programs  in 


church  education.  It  hopes  to  add  seven 
faculty  members  and  five  new  chairs. 

A  recent  survey  indicated  that  one- 
third  of  all  United  Methodists  currently 
receiving  training  in  Christian  education 
are  enrolled  at  Scarritt. 

The  college  seeks  $2  million  for  its 
Center  of  Continuing  Education  and  a 
Center  of  Women’s  Studies.  The  sum 
would  cover  endowment,  program  and 
scholarships. 

Over  the  past  18  months,  5,400  persons 
have  been  involved  in  continuing 
education  at  Scarritt. 

A  total  of  $5.7  million  is  needed  for 
general  loan  funds,  educational  grants, 
scholarships  and  endowment,  and  $2 
million  is  sought  for  building  renovation. 


°  Baptistries 
°  Steeples 
°  Wall  crosses 
°  Baptistry  Heating 
°  Complete  Accessories 


Summer 
at  Southwestern 
is  Great ! 

Looking  for  a  really  great  place  for  a  weekend  retreat,  a  camp  or  a 
conference  ...  or  just  as  a  stop  on  your  Tour  Camp? 


How  about  Southwestern  University,  conveniently  located  in  Central 
Texas,  just  28  miles  north  of  Austin  on  IH-35.  We  can  take  care  of  all 
size  groups — from  10  to  500. 

And  we  have  comfortable,  air  conditioned  buildings,  good  food,  tennis 
courts,  golf  course,  and  outdoor  swimming  pool  as  well  as  indoor 
recreational  facilities.  Our  rates  are  reasonable. 

Before  you  complete  your  plans  for  summer  conferences,  weekend 
retreats,  stops  on  your  Tour  Camp,  or  any  other  away-from-home 
meeting,  write  to  Dr.  jerald  Walker,  Southwestern  University, 
Georgetown,  Texas  78626.  Chances  are  we'll  surprise  you  with  what 
we  have  to  offer! 
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Resolutions 
to  Annual 
Conference 

Rev.  George  W.  Ross,  chairman  of  the 
Conference  Committee  on  Review  and 
Resolutions,  requests  that  all  persons 
who  have  resolutions  to  be  presented  to 
the  Annual  Conference  in  Session  at 
Centenary  College,  May  28-31,  to  get 
those  resolutions  in  to  his  committee  not 
later  than  May  15. 

According  to  Conference  Rules,  this  is 
the  proper  procedure  to  follow.  All 
boards  and  agencies  submitting 
resolutions  may  have  them  printed  in  the 
Pre-Conference  reports  which  have  been 
mailed  from  the  Conference  Office  to 
each  pastor  and  each  lay  member  of  the 
Conference.  But  resolutions  by  individual 
persons  in  the  conference,  not 
representing  a  board,  committee  or 
agency,  must  send  them  to  the  Com¬ 
mittee. 

Resolutions  should  be  double-spaced 
and  in  three  copies,  and  should  be  mailed 
not  later  than  May  15  to:  Rev.  George  W. 
Ross,  Committee  on  Review  and 
Resolutions,  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  3401  Canal  Street,  New  Orleans, 
Louisiana  70119. 


News  stories 

Please  send  all  news  stories 
and  photographs  to: 

Cecil  Bland,  Editor 
LOUISIANA  METHODIST 

P.  O.  Box  4325 

Shreveport,  Louisiana  71104 


FOUNDERS  DAY  CONVOCATION:  Reverend  Dr.  W.  E.  Trice,  [CENTER]  pastor 
of  University  church  in  Dallas,  Texas,  was  the  Founders  Day  speaker  at  Centenary 
College,  Shreveport,  during  a  ceremony  during  the  149th  anniversary  of  the  College. 
He  is  flanked  by  Dean  of  the  College  Theodore  Kauss  [  LEFT ]  and  President  John  H. 
Allen. 


J.  A.  ALFORD:  A  veteran  member  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference,  Rev.  J.  A.  Alford. 
%  years  old,  has  suffered  an  almost 
complete  collapse  of  his  nervous  system, 
according  to  Mrs.  C.  D.  Sandidge,  his 
daughter.  He  is  confined  at  his  home, 
Route  1,  Box  142A,  Minden,  Louisiana 
71055.  His  daughter  passes  along  the 
word  that  he  would  appreciate  your 
prayers. 

6 Ambassador 9 
from  India 

The  Rev.  Raiji  Rathod,  of  Ahmedabad, 
India,  an  Indian  Methodist  District 
Superintendent  and  pastor,  is  serving  as 
an  “Ambassador  for  Christ”  through 
visits  to  America,  presenting  the  needs  of 
the  churches  in  his  area.  Recently,  he 
was  the  guest  speaker  at  the  Wynn 
Memorial  church  and  Morningside 
church  in  Shreveport. 

Mr.  Rathod  attended  theological  school 
and  entered  the  Methodist  ministry  in 
India,  becoming  the  first  Indian  super¬ 
intendent  of  the  boys’  high  school  where 
he  had  been  a  student.  In  1956,  he  came  to 
America  for  further  studies  and  grad¬ 
uated  from  Asbury  Seminary  in  Kentuc¬ 
ky  and  Princeton  University. 

He  spent  the  past  several  years  of  his 
ministry  in  the  city  of  Ahmedabad,  one  of 
the  five  largest  industrial  cities  in  India, 
with  72  textile  mills,  and  a  population  of 
1,500,000.  Serving  as  both  district 
superintendent  and  pastor  to  a  church 
that  would  seat  only  650  persons,  he  soon 
had  over  5,000  Methodist  Christians  in  his 
parish.  He  challenged  his  people  to  give 
sacrificially,  and  was  able  to  purchase 
three  plots  of  land  in  his  city.  The 
average  income  of  his  parishoners  was 
approximately  $25.00  per  month. 

In  1968,  he  was  elected  delegate  to  the 
General  Conference  of  the  church,  and 
came  to  America  once  again  as  an 
ambassador  to  represent  the  Methodist 
church  in  India.  During  his  stay  here  he 
presented  the  desperate  need  of  funds  to 
complete  the  churches  in  Ahmedabad. 

This  year,  his  conference  is  sending 
him  once  again  to  America  to  present  the 
need  of  the  Gandhi  Nagar  project,  which 
will  combine  evangelistic,  medical  and 
educational  work. 


Bishop’s  message 

One  of  the  brighter  items  of  news  in  our  conference  concerns  youth  and  young 
adults.  Here  and  there  in  place  after  place,  there  is  a  discernable  quickening  of 
interest  in  the  church  on  the  part  of  younger  people. 

Not  long  ago  I  preached  at  Palestine  where  a  head  count  was  taken  in  an 
overflowing  morning  worship  service.  In  that  preaching  service  there  were  53 
persons  under  25  years  of  age  and  34  persons  between  25  and  35  years  of  age. 
This  is  duplicated  all  over  the  conference.  Space  does  not  permit  the  impressive 
statistical  recital  of  this  phenomenon,  but  it  could  be  well  documented.  Younger 
people  are  appearing  in  worship  services  in  much  greater  numbers  than  has 
been  the  case  in  years. 

What  are  the  causes  of  this  splendid  upsurge?  Part  of  it  is  spill-over  and 
fallout  from  the  Jesus  movement.  Another  part  is  the  fact  that  young  peopie  are 
often  clear-eyed  and  perceptive;  they  have  discovered  that  the  church  is  not 
insensitive  to  their  needs,  hopes,  and  aspirations,  and  that  the  church  advances 
and  moves  sometimes  in  rather  brilliant  ways.  They  are  aware  that  “the  critics 
of  the  church”  are  criticizing  an  institution  on  the  basis  of  what  perhaps  it  was 
50  years  ago  and  not  on  the  basis  of  what  it  is  now.  Some  younger  people  are 
finding  that  the  church  gives  meaning  to  their  lives  —  it’s  that  simple”  and  they 
yearn  for  deep  inner  meaning.  A  strong  factor  is  the  fine  leadership  in  our 
conference  being  given  by  Brother  Cottrill  and  his  colleagues.  Some  of  the 
upsurge  may  be  accounted  for  in  the  fact  that  our  pastors  are  understanding  of 
young  people  and  genuinely  care  —  they  often  find  that  the  pastor  is  their 
friend,  and  this  pleasantly  destroys  the  caricature  they  formerly  had  been 
given.  Maybe  all  of  it  is  the  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit  of  God. 

Whatever,  it  is  encouraging  to  see  the  return  of  younger  people  to  the  church. 

Welcome  home,  young  people,  the  church  needs  your  leadership  and  full 
participation.  Faithfully, 


Finis  A.  Crutchfield 


LSU  campus  ministry  hosts  noted  writer 


W.E.  Trice  Founders  Day  speaker 


Dr.  W.  E.  Trice,  pastor  of  University 
church.  Dallas.  Texas,  told  a  Founder’s 
Day  Convocation  at  Centenary  College 
that  God  has  a  purpose  for  the  149  year 
old  United  Methodist  institution. 

Dr.  Trice  spoke  following  an  academic 
procession  of  faculty  and  members  of  the 
senior  class  of  1974  at  Brown  Memorial 
Chapel  in  a  special  convocation  honoring 
those  who  founded  the  college  149  years 
ago.  Dean  Theodore  R.  Kauss  and 
President  John  H.  Allen  presided  at  the 
ceremony. 

“God  wants  Centenary  College  to 
succeed  and  prosper,  just  as  he  wants 
you  as  faculty  and  students  to  succeed,” 
he  told  his  audience.  “But,  success  is  not 
enough.  You  are  here,  as  Centenary 

Conference 

registrations 

All  persons  wishing  to  stay  in  the 
Centenary  College  dormitories  during 
the  Fourth  Annual  Conference  Session 
May  28-31,  are  asked  to  send  their 
registrations  in  as  soon  as  possible. 
Please  send  your  request  for  a  dormitory 
room -to:  Grayson  Watson,  Centenary 
College,  Shreveport,  Louisiana  71104. 

Your  request  for  room  must  be  ac¬ 
companied  by  a  $3.50  deposit  per  person. 
Please  make  out  your  checks  to  Cen¬ 
tenary  College. 

Please  note  that  rooms  will  not  be 
available  until  Tuesday,  May  28.  If  you 
plan  to  come  to  Shreveport  prior  to 
Tuesday,  the  opening  day  of  Conference, 
you  will  have  to  make  housing  arrange¬ 
ments  elsewhere. 

Jurisdictional 
lab  /seminars 

Opportunities  for  participation  in 
Lab/Seminars  this  summer  will  be  at 
Sacramento  Methodist  Camp,  New 
Mexico,  Jun.  16-21  and  at  Mt.  Sequoyah, 
Fayetteville,  Arkansas.  Jul.  13-19.  Both 
c  events  are  directed  towards  leaders  and 
teachers  of  the  church  school  program. 

With  emphasis  on  the  function  of  the 
District  Council  on  Ministries,  district 
age  level  coordinators  would  be  helped 
tremendousTyTJJT  |)SfTTCipating  in  a  lab 
experience.  Persons  working  toward 
certification  will  have  the  opportunity  of 
participating  in  at  least  two  enterprises 
this  summer.  Miss  Aileen  M.  Sanborn, 
Nashville,  national  leader  of  lab  training 
for  the  church,  will  lead  the  seminar  at 
Sacramento  and  at  Mt.  Sequoyah.  She 
will  give  leadership  to  the  Lab  sections  of 
both  schools. 

Dr.  B.  C.  Goodwin,  Jr.,  District 
Superintendent  of  the  Carlsbad  Dis¬ 
trict,  New  Mexico  Conference,  is  the 
director  of  the  Sacramento  Lab. 

Rev.  C.  Jarrell  Tyson,  Minister  of 
Education,  St.  Paul  United  Methodist 
Church,  Amarillo,  Texas,  and  Mrs.  Don 
(Dora  Lee)  Gardner,  Associate  Director 
and  Coordinator  of  Children's  Ministries, 
Oklahoma  Conference,  will  serve  as  co¬ 
directors  of  the  Mt.  Sequoyah  Lab/Semi¬ 
nar.  Included  will  be  a  seminar  for  pro¬ 
spective  lab  leaders  for  children. 

Registration  for  the  Mt.  Sequoyah 
event  should  be  made  through  Rev.  L. 
Ray  Branlon,  P.O.  Box  4325,  Shreveport, 
Louisiana  71104. 


together,”  he  said. 

Students,  faculty,  trustees  and  friends 
were  guests  of  the  college  at  a  traditional 
Founder’s  Day  picnic  in  Crumley  Gar¬ 
dens  on  the  campus  following  the  formal 
program  at  Brown  Chapel. 


College  is  here,  to  do  a  hard  job  for  God. 

We  are  here  to  respond  to  God’s  call  to 
succeed,  to  accomplish,  to  attain ;  but  we 
are  also  here  to  resolve  the  dilcmna 
between  the  American  Gospel  of  success 
and  the  Christian  Gospel  of  service  by 
proving  that  the  two  must  meet 

Centenary  professor 
gets  special  study  grant 


LOVE  MEMORIAL  AWARD:  The  Carrie  P.  Love  Memorial  Award  has  been 
presented  to  the  Wesley  Foundation  at  Louisiana  Tech  at  Ruston  by  members  of  the 
family  of  Mrs.  J.  C.  Love,  Sr.  This  is  an  award  of  $600  for  the  academic  year, 
recognizing  the  outstanding  student  at  the  Tech  Wesley  Foundation  for  that  year.  In 
the  photo  above  are  FROM  LEFT:  Jimbo  Love,  great  grandson  of  Mrs.  Love;  Mrs. 
Donna  Fowler  Belcher,  recipient  of  the  award  for  1973-74  ;  Jimmy  Love,  grandson  of 
Mrs.  Love,  and  Miss  Beth  Love,  great  granddaughter  of  Mrs.  Love. 


The  Uniting  Campus  Ministry  at  LSU, 
Baton  Rouge,  cooperatively  sponsored 
by  the  United  Methodist  Church  and  the 
Presbyterian  Church  U.S.,  under  the 
leadership  of  Rev.  William  M.  Finnin, 
Jr.,  campus  minister,  endeavors  to  bring 
to  its  related  students  programs  of  the 
fine  arts  and  the  performing  arts. 

For  the  past  three  semesters,  TUCM, 
as  it  is  known,  has  played  an  important 
part  in  bringing  together  artists,  writers, 
theologians,  poets  and  dramatists. 
Recently,  a  group  of  75  students,  faculty 
and  friends,  heard  poet  and  playwright 
David  Madden,  LSU  writer  in  residence, 
present  scenes  from  his  most  recent 
novel,  BIJOU,  a  recently  released  Book 
of  the  Month  Club  selection.  This  is  a 
novel  of  growing  up,  a  story  of 
adolescence  and  fantasy,  a  religious 
pilgrimage  of  manhood  for  a  “typical” 
southern  city -boy. 

In  addition  to  the  presentation  by  Mr. 


Madden 

Madden,  there  have  been  Friday  evening 
groups  of  from  15  to  200  who  viewed 
“Classic  Films,’’  sponsored  jointly  by 
TUCM  and  the  Image  Film  Society. 
TUCM  is  home  base  for  the  recently 
formed  “New  Playwright's  Theater,"  a 


Dr.  Arnold  Penuel,  associate  professor 
of  foreign  language  at  Centenary 
College,  has  been  named  the  recipient  of 
the  Centenary  Alumni  Association’s 
annual  $1,500  award  for  special  study. 

The  award,  initiated  last  year,  is  made 
to  encourage  and  support  scholarly 
research  writing  and  expert  per¬ 
formance  by  a  Centenary  faculty 
member  and  will  enable  the  recipient  to 
devote  full  time  to  the  project  during  the 
summer  months.  The  Association  ac- 


Penuel 


cepts  applications  for  the  award  from 
interested  faculty  members  and  offers 
the  award  to  the  project  which,  in  their 
opinion,  is  the  most  worthy. 

Last  year  the  Alumni  Association 
award  was  made  to  Dr.  Edward  Haas  to 
complete  work  on  a  bo  ok  about  the  late 
Delesseos  S.  Morrison  now  being 
published  by  the  LSU  Press  in  Baton 
Rouge. 

Dr.  Penuel  proposes  to  explore  the 
meaning  of  the  ambiguity  in  the  por¬ 
trayal  of  characters  in  the  works  of  the 
19th  century  Spanish  writer,  Benito 
Perez  Galdos.  He  will  study  the 
characterizations  in  at  least  three  of 
Galdos’  novels  in  the  hope  of  resolving 
the  long-standing  problem  of  strikingly 
divergent  interpretations  of  two  of  these 
novels  and  hopes  to  add  a  new  dimension 
to  the  meaning  of  the  third.  He  hopes  to 
publish  an  article  on  his  findings  in  a 
journal  in  the  field  of  Hispanic  studies. 

Dr.  Penuel  is  a  specialist  in  the  works 
of  Galdos  and  has  published  one  book  and 
several  articles  on  various  aspects  of  his 
novels.  A  native  of  Old  Hickory,  Ten¬ 
nessee,  he  received  the  BA  degree  from 
the  University  of  Tennessee  in  1958;  MA 
degree  (magna  cum  laude)  from  the 
University  of  the  Americas  (Mexico)  in 
1963  and  Ph.D.  degree  from  the 
University  of  Illinois  in  1968.  He  taught  at 
the  University  of  Illinois  and  the 
University  of  Georgia  before  joining  the 
Centenary  College  faculty  in  1972. 


Conference  on  the 
Holy  Spirit  July  18-21 


A  Conference  on  the  Holy  Spirit  will  be 
held  July  18-21  at  the  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Jonesboro, 
Arkansas,  sponsored  by  the  Division  of 
Evangelism,  Worship  and  Stewardship  of 
the  Board  of  Discipleship,  the  Council  of 
Evangelism  of  the  South  Central 
Jurisdiction,  and  the  Jonesboro  First 
church.  Purpose  of  the  event  is  to  gauge 
the  influence  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  in¬ 
dividual  lives,  and  in  churches  today. 

In  addition  to  invited  lecturers,  the 
conference  will  offer  fellowship  in  the 
structure  of  small  groups  and  topical 
workshops. 

Rev.  Jimmy  Bass  of  the  Board  of 
Discipleship  will  be  the  music  leader, 
with  special  music  by  a  youth  singing 
group  from  the  host  church,  the 
“Christian  Edition,”  directed  by  Robert 
Fuller. 

Speakers  include:  Bishop  and  Mrs. 
Eugene  Frank  of  the  Arkansas  Area;  Dr. 
Kenneth  Kinghorn,  professor  of  Church 
History  and  Historical  Theology  at 
Asbury  Theological  Seminary,  Wilmore, 
Kentucky  ;  Tommy  Tyson,  a  Conference 
Evangelist  from  North  Carolina;  Peter 


Around  our  Conference 


group  of  students  who  write,  act,  cast, 
produce  and  direct  original  plays.  Chapel 
Gallery  at  TUCM  Center  brings  to 
exhibition  the  works  of  budding  young 
artists,  seasoned  veterans  and  all  stages 
of  talent  in  between. 

The  appearance  of  David  Madden  at 
the  center  symbolizes  the  present 
liveliness  of  the  cooperative  spirit  which 
is  growing  between  the  Christian  com¬ 
munity  in  ministry  within  the  University 
and  the  many  individuals  in  the  Arts 
Community  in  Baton  Rouge.  Future 
events  at  TUCM  at  LSU  include  per¬ 
formances  of  multi  media  music,  light 
and  cinema  concerts  by  the  “New  Times 
Ensemble,"  art  shows  individual  artists 
and  the  XYZ  Art  Program  of  First 
church,  Baton  Rouge,  and  a  summer 
children's  musical  produced,  written, 
cast  and  directed  by  the  New  Playwright' 
theater. 


Dr.  Robert  Harrington,  New  Orleans 
District  Superintendent  was  the  guest 
speaker  at  the  Second  Annual  Founder’s 
Day  Celebration  at  Sager  Brown  School 
of  Baldwin,  which  was  held  Sunday,  Apr. 
21  in  the  school  auditorium. 

Rev.  Don  Cottrill,  conference  youth 
coordinator  was  guest  speaker  at  Family 
Night  at  Bethel  church  in  Pride, 
Louisiana,  Apr.  17.  Mr.  Cottrill  spoke  on 
the  structure  of  the  church  and  its  in¬ 
ternal  organizations. 

Rev.  Robert  Crichlow,  Baton  Rouge 
District  Superintendent,  was  guest 
speaker  for  the  morning  worship  service 
at  Magnolia  church,  near  Pride,  recently 
and  dedicated  the  new  church  organ. 
Assisting  in  the  service  of  communion 
were  the  newly  consecrated  acolytes, 
Susan  and  Linda  Merrill. 

Recently  consecrated  acolytes  for  the 
chancel  ministry  for  Bethel  church  are 
Jennifer  Keel,  Mike  Hooper  and  John 
Bailey. 

Eight  churches  in  the  northern  part  of 


the  Baton  Rouge  district  participated  in  a 
simultaneous  revival  during  Holy  week : 
Clear  Creek,  Deerford,  Baker,  North 
Baton  Rouge,  St.  Francisville,  St.  Paul, 
Slaughter  and  Zachary.  The  offerings 
received  from  the  four-day  revival  were 
sent  to  the  following  causes:  The 
Methodist  Children’s  Home,  The 
Methodist  Home  Hospital,  New  Orelans, 
and  UMCOR.  The  preachers  who  ex¬ 
changed  pulpits  each  evening  were: 
Revs.  Lester  Nance,  J  M.  Wilkes, 
Mickey  Springfield,  Bob  Carter,  Harold 
B.  Babin,  Bill  McCutcheon,  Bob  Burgess 
and  Bob  Galatas. 


The  starting  time  for  the  Annual 
Conference  Session  as  shown  in  the 
Pre-Conference  reports  is  in  error. 
The  correct  starting  time  is  3:00 
P.M.,  Tuesday,  May  28,  1974.  At 
that  time,  Holy  Communion  and 
the  Service  of  Commemoration 
will  be  held  at  First  church. 
Shreveport.  Please  notify  all  pas¬ 
tors  nnri  lav  members 


Churches  asked  to  give 
ideas  for  Bicentennial 


Frank  Gibson 

Gillquist,  author  of  “Handbook  for 
Spiritual  Survival,”  Rev.  Roberto 
Escamilla,  director  of  Bilingual 
Ministries,  Board  of  Discipleship; 
Jimmy  Bass,  and  Rev.  Worth  Gibson, 
host  pastor. 

Registration  is  $10.00  per  person,  $15.00 
per  couple,  or  $3.00  per  youth.  For  an 
informational  brochure,  send  a  self- 
addressed,  stamped  envelope  to  Rev 
Worth  Gibson,  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Main  at  Matthews,  Jonesboro, 
Arkansas  72401. 

How  to  get 
the  pastor  of 
your  choice 

The  annual  process  of  making  pastoral 
appointments  is  a  matter  of  great  con¬ 
cern  and  seriousness  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  but  most  of  us  have 
always  found  a  way  to  approach  the 
situation  with  a  degree  of  humor,  as  well. 

One  church  newsletter  in  the  Southern 
California-Arizona  Conference  reprinted 
from  “Presbyterian  Outlook,”  the 
following: 

‘This  chain  letter  is  meant  to  bring  you 
relief.  Unlike  most  chain  letters,  it  does 
not  cost  money. 

“Simply  send  a  copy  of  this  letter  to  six 
other  churches  who  are  tired  of  their 
ministers.  Then  bundle  up  your  pastor 
and  send  him  to  the  church  at  the  top  of 
the  list.  Add  your  name  to  the  bottom  of 
the  list. 

"In  one  week  who  will  receive  16,436 
pastors  and  one  of  them  should  be  a 
dandy. 

"Have  faith  in  this  letter.  One  man 
broke  the  chain  and  the  church  got  their 
old  minister  back." 


If  your  church  has  good  ideas  for 
meaningful  religious  emphases  to  tie  in 
with  the  nation’s  upcoming  bicentennial 
in  1976,  you  are  invited  to  send  such 
suggestions  to  the  United  Methodist 
Commission  on  Archives  and  History, 
Box  488,  Lake  Junaluska,  North  Carolina 
28745. 

A  national  committee,  appointed 
recently  by  Bishop  O.  Eugene  Slater  of 
San  Antonio,  Texas,  president  of  the 
Commission,  will  act  as  a  broker  for  such 
ideas  and  will  seek  to  coordinate  various 
bicentennial  -  related  events  being 


arranged  by  the  denomination’s  several 
boards  and  agencies. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  John  H.  Ness,  Jr.,  Lake 
Junaluska,  executive  secretary  of  the 
Commission,  serves  as  chairman  of  the 
special  bicentennial  committee. 

In  the  committee’s  planning  so  far,  it 
has  been  emphasized  that  its  duty  is  not 
to  originate  programs,  but  to  be  a 
clearing-house  for  ideas  that  are 
developed  by  local  churches,  annual 
conferences  and  general  boards  and 
agencies. 


TREASURER  RETIRES  —  Mi's.  Mil¬ 
dred  Leftwich  is  shown  being  honored  for 
her  25  years  of  service  with  a  gift  certifi¬ 
cate  from  Ernest  Easterly  Jr.,  Board 
Chairman,  while  Rev.  Carey  Martin, 
pastor,  Denham  Springs  Church  looks  on. 
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The  story  that  didn’t  happen  Headers  split  on  social  Jrrinciples 

Tka  ini  uiac  kakWIo  Hri'  rtn  nup  rimnrf  rtf  mamkAppktn  Inocnn  Cnmn  nf  lU/t  i  1  ' 


The  ink  was  hardly  dry  on  our  report  of 
the  recent  Council  of  Bishops  meeting  in 
Los  Angeles  (TM/UMR,  April  26)  when 
we  were  asked  why  we  failed  to  mention 
the  bishops’  discussion  regarding  church 
membership  declines,  as  was  reported  in 
the  public  press. 

It  is  difficult  to  explain  to  one  who 
believes  most  of  what  he  reads  how  a 
story  which  never  happened  could  be 
reported  nationwide  via  Associated 
Press  and  Religious  News  Service.  But  it 
did.  For  others  who  may  have  seen  that 
story  in  your  local  newspaper  and 
wondered  why  no  mention  of  it  was  made 
in  our  story,  here  are  the  facts: 

(1)  Television  station  KNBC  in  Los 
Angeles  produced  a  special  documentary 
film  on  United  Methodism  in  the  Los 
Angeles  area.  Us  first  public  showing 
was  at  a  banquet  in  which  United 
Methodists  from  the  Los  Angeles  area 
honored  the  bishops  and  their  wives.  The 
film,  entitled  "The  Subsiding  Flock," 
portrayed  the  diversity  of  the  UMC  in  the 
Los  Angeles  area.  It  indicated  that  some 
persons  believe  United  Methodism’s 
membership  is  declining  there  and 
nationwide  primarily  because  of  internal 
polarization  over  the  "personal"  or 
“social”  character  of  the  Christian 
gospel. 

(2)  A  series  of  live  narrations  was 
added  to  the  film  presentation  for  those 
who  attended  the  banquet.  The 
narrations  included  a  number  of  brief 
quotes  from  articles  by  United  Methodist 
bishops  which  have  appeared  in 
TM/UMR  during  the  past  several 
months.  For  those  in  attendance,  the  film 
and  the  narration  blended  together  into  a 
coherent  unity. 

<3)  Relying  on  a  copy  of  the  script 
rather  than  covering  the  event  as  it  oc¬ 
curred,  one  of  the  Los  Angeles  papers 
ran  a  story  the  next  day  telling  how  the 
bishops  had  wrestled  at  their  meeting 
with  ways  to  reverse  the  church’s 


membership  losses.  Some  of  the  quotes 
from  TM/yMR  articles  were  lifted  from 
the  fetript  and  reported  as  though  the 
bishops  had  made  them  spontaneously  in 
their  "discussion"  on  declining  mem¬ 
bership  The  topic  of  the  bishops 
"discussion"  was  said  to  be  "The  Sub¬ 
siding  Flock  " 

(4)  The  story  which  ran  in  the  Los 
Angeles  paper  was  subsequently  picked 
up  and  distributed  nationwide  on  the 
Associated  Press’  wire.  That  story 
began,  "A  bishop  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  has  deplored  a  polarization 
among  members  which  is  said  to  be  the 
chief  cause  of  declining  membership." 
Religious  News  Service,  with  several 
.hundred  outlets  nationally,  also  picked 
“up  and  distributed  a  version  of  the 
original  newspaper  story.  Little  else 
regarding  the  Bishops’  meeting  was 
reported  in  any  public  media. 

<5>  TM/UMR  —  which  had  a  reporter 
on  the  spot  —  didn’t  report  this  "story" 
simply  because  it  didn’t  happen. 

One  might  respond,  "Well,  the  bishops 
should  have- spent  some  time  discussing 
the  church’s  membership  losses.  This  is 
a  subjett  which  troubles  many  of  the 
church’s  faithful." 

In  a  way  the  bishops  did  deal  with  this 
problem,  but  in  another  part  of  their 
meeting  and  at  a  more  basic  level.  As 
reported  in  TM/UMR,  the  bishops  were 
challenged  by  a  prominent  theologian  to 
develop  a  message  to  the  church  which 
restates  the  Christian  gospel  as  the 
authentic  answer  to  the  lifeLsituations 
faced  by  human  beings  today.  The 
bishops  accepted  the  challenge  and  will 
be  at  work  on  the  statemeht  in  the 
months  ahead.  A  new  visioh  of  the 
church’s  task,  transmitted  by  its  leaders 
to  the  membership,  is  likely  to  do  much 
more  indirectly  to  reverse  our  mem¬ 
bership  declines  than  any  number  of 
sessions  spent  analyzing  the  membership 
losses  per  se. 


It’s  not  written  in  the  stars 


The  lovely  young  bride  stood  at  the 
altar  with  the  groom.  In  her  hand  she 
held  the  traditional  white  Bible.  Th$ 
minister  observed  she  had  placed  within 
its  pages  a  copy  of  her  "daily  horo¬ 
scope." 

Pity  that  poor  young  lady,  and  the 
millions  of  people  she  represents  today 
who  are  "schizophrenic"  in  their  faith. 
They  have  sentimental  feelings  about  a 
"holy  book"  they  fail  to  read  as  regularly 
as  they  consult  the  horoscope. 

The  latter,  a  kind  of  religion  based  on 
astrology,  views  man  as  a  helpless 
victim  of  some  intricate,  bewildering 
system  (so-called)  of  impersonal  forces 
that  denies  freedom  and  dignity  to 
human  existence. 

Like  all  other  philosophies  of  deter¬ 
minism,  astrology  also  invalidates  such 
fundamental  human  ideas  as  courage- 
cowardice,  saint-sinner,  victory-failure, 
generosity-penuriousness.  A  person  is 
what  he  or  she  is,  acts  in  certain  ways, 
because  “it  is  written  in  the  stars." 

On  the  other  hand,  Biblical  faith  af¬ 
firms  the  worth  and  freedom  of  a  person 
to  make  choices,  that  persons  are  made 
in  the  image  of  God,  that  we  are  capable 
of  greatness,  triviality  or  evil.  Biblical 
faith  celebrates  the  reality  of  a  living 
God,  who  is  still  creating  and  working 
with,  through  and  for  mankind. 

Old  Will  Shakespeare  knew  and  af¬ 
firmed  many  Biblical  insights.  He  wrote 
these  words  Cassius  spoke,  “The  fault, 
dear  Brutus,  is  not  in  our  stars,  but  in 
ourselves,  that  we  are  underlings."  Not 
only  faults  but  possibilities  for  nobility  of 
character  and  status  lie  within  ourselves. 

Believing  in  astrology  does  have  some 
advantages.  I  can  never  be  blamed  for 
anything  since  the  stars  "made  me  do  it” 
(or  not  do  it).  Furthermore,  horoscopes 
don’t  trouble  me  about  the  needs  of 
others,  or  caring;  about  justice,  peace 
and  brotherhood.  Moreover  horoscopes 
don’t  require  my  participation  in  a 
community  of  believers,  and  I  don’t  have 
to  hear  any  sermons  about  giving  money 
to  support  St.  Jupiter’s  Church  of 
Astrological  Speculations. 

Think  of  it  —  free  Sunday  mornings,  no 
giving  of  money,  no  moral  responsibility 
for  the  state  of  mankind,  no  guilty  con¬ 


science.  How  nice  to  be  free  from  all 
those  things  —  those  simple  fundamental 
things  that  made  and  keep  us  human,  and 
humane. 

Just  depend  on  the  stars  to  guide  me  — 
to  what,  where  or  whom? 

What  about  you?  As  you  make  your 
pledge,  plan  your  Sunday  activities, 
decide  how  you  will  vote,  plan  a  weddingx 
make  a  marriage,  etc.,  do  you  consult 
your  horoscope?  Or  do  you  make  these 
and  other  decisions  as  a  free  man  or 
woman  enlightened  by  and  committed  to 

Biblical  Faith?  ,  , 

—Clifford  H.  Zirkel 

Austin,  Texas 


('(lining  will  he  soon." 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 

United  Methodists  are  almost  evenly 
divided  on  whether  or  not  the 
denomination’s  Social  Principles  should 
be  considered  binding  on  church  in¬ 
stitutions  if  responses  to  TM/  UMR’s 
most  recent  "Question  Box”  survey  are 
an  accurate  indicator  (see  Box  Score 
elsewhere  on  this  page). 

A  small  plurality  of  those  responding 
regard  the  Social  Principles  as  part  of 
our  "church  law"  (47  per  cent)  rather 
than  as  a  set  of  "moral  guidelines"  (44 
per  cent).  The  respondents  were 
similarly  divided  on  whether  any  at¬ 
tempt  should  be  made  to  enforce  the 
Social  Principles  when  a  church-related 
institution  is  in  apparent  violation  of 
them  (46  per  cent,  yes;  48  per  cent  no). 

A  majority  of  the  respondents  favor 
compulsory  arbitration  of  labor- 
management  disputes  at  church-related 
institutions  by  a  neutral  third  party  (58 
percent).  Readers  were  sharply  divided, 
however,  as  to  whether  the  neutral  third 
party  should  come  from  the  government 
(21%)  or  from  within  the  church  (37%).  A 
sizable  minority  of  the  respondents  (34 
per  cent)  believe  labor-management 
disputes  at  church-related  institutions 
should  not  be  subject  to  compulsory 
arbitration. 

There  were  several  statistically 
significant  variations  in  the  response 
pattern  to  this  and  previous  Question  Box 
surveys.  A  significantly  larger  per¬ 
centage  of  the  respondents  to  this  survey 
were  laymen.  Ministers  also  made  up  a 
much  higher-than-usual  total  of  the 
responses  to  this  survey.  Laywomen, 
who  usually  are  the  largest  single  group 
of  respondents,  contributed  only  by  one- 
third  of  the  responses  to  this  survey. 

Normally,  laywomen  and  laymen  tend 
to  reflect  substantial  agreement  in 
viewpoint,  with  both  at  some  variance 
with  the  views  of  ministerial  responr 
dents.  In  this  survey,  however,  responses 
from  laywomen  and  ministers  reflect 
substantial  agreement,  with  both  at 
variance  with  the  views  expressed  by 
laymen.  Responses  from  the  laywomen 
and  ministers  reflected  a  majority 
support  for  the  Social  Principles  position 
on  collective  bargaining;  a  majority  of 
the  responses  from  laymen  reflected 
disagreement  with  this  section  of  the 
Social  Principles. 

Our  tabulation  of  responses  to  the  third 
question  indicates  that  an  overwhelming 
majority  of  all  respondents  favor  the 
church  assuming  a  neutral  role  in  labor- 
management  disputes  at  church-related 
institutions.  Comments  accompanying 
the  responses,  however,  suggest  that 
many  more  than  4  per  cent  of  the 
respondents  actually  tend  to  side  with 
both  labor  and  with  management.  More 
than  a  few  comments  such  as  “I  do  not 
believe  in  unions  in  any  shape  or  form" 
appeared.  Likewise,  a  number  of  respon¬ 
dents  asked  rhetorically,  “How  could  any 
Christian  fail  to  support  the  goals  of  the 
workers?" 

Following  is  a  representative  sampling 
of  comments  made  by  readers  regarding 
their  answers  to  each  of  the  four 
questions. 

Are  the  Social  Principles 
‘church  law’  or 
‘moral  guidelines’? 

•  A  laywoman  from  El  Paso,  Tex. : 
"They  (the  Social  Principles)  were 
passed  as  church  law.  Until  revoked, 
they  are  church  law." 

•  A  Jewell,  Ks.  layman:  “The  1972 


The  box  score 

Responses  to  "The  Question  Ityx"  survey  appearing  in  the  April  5  issue.  Total  responses:  416 

The  validity  of  the  United  Methodist  Social  Principles  position  on  collective  bargaining  was  called  into  question  by 
some  participants  at  the  National  Association  of  Health  and  Welfare  Ministries  recently  (see  TM  UMR,  March  29).  A 
story  and  an  interpretive  article  on  the  subject  appeared  in  the  April  5  issue. 

Laymen  Laywomen  Ministers  Total 

1.  Do  you  believe  in  the  United  Methodist  Social  Principles: 

a.  Should  be  regarded  as  a  set  of  moral  guidelines  which  should  be  con¬ 
sidered,  but  need  not  be  adhered  to  by  all  United  Methodist  institutions. 

b.  Should  be  regarded  as  part  of  the  law  of  the  church  and  adhered  to  as 
nearly  as  possible  by  all  United  Methodist  institutions. 

c.  Undecided 

2.  Do  you  believe  that  appropriate  agencies  of  the  denomination  should  seek 
to  enforce  compliance  with  the  Social  prtytji'ples  when  a  church  institution  or 
agency  is  in  apparent  violation  of  them? 

a.  Yes 

b.  No 

C.  Uncertain 

3.  In’  a  labor-management  dispute  such  as  the  one  at  Methodist  Hospital  in 
Pikeville,  Ky.,  do  you  believe  the  church  should: 

a.  Identify  primarily  with  the  interests  of  labor 
b  Identify  primarily  with  the  interests  of  management 

c.  Assume  a  neutral  role  while  insisting  that  both  labor  and  management 
bargain  in  good  faith. 

d.  Uncertain 

4.  Do  you  believe  that  labor-management  disputes  at  church-related  in¬ 
stitutions!  shbuld: 

a.  Be  subject  to  compulsory  arbitration  by  a  neutral  third  party,  supplied  by 
the  government,  as  are  public  health  care  institutions. 

b.  Be  subject  to  compulsory  arbitration  by  a  neutral  third-party  from  within 
the  church,  such  as  the  Council  of  Bishops. 

c.  Not  be  subject  to  compulsory  arbitration 

d.  Uncertain 
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General  Conference  was  far  from 
agreement  in  the  adoption  of  these  Social 
Principles." 

•  A  Kennett,  Mo.  layman:  “The 
collective  bargaining  section  has  no 
business  being  in  the  Social  Principles  to 
begin  with." 

•  A  minister  from  Pittsburgh,  Pa.: 
"There  is  no  requirement  in  our  mem¬ 
bership  vows  that  any  member  of  the 
church  be  bound  by  the  Social  Creed  as  it 
may  be  formulated  by  a  General  Con¬ 
ference.” 

•  A  Lake  Charles,  La.  laywoman:  “If 
the  institutions  of  United  Methodism  do 
not  adhere  to  the  Social  Principles,  how 
can  the  individual  Methodist  be  expected 
to  do  so?" 

•  A  layman  from  Eldon,  Mo.:  “The 
statement  of  Social  Principles  is  no  more 
than  a  lofty  collection  of  generalities  and 
should  not  be  regarded  as  anything  but 
guidelines  at  most.  Adherence  to  the 
statement  should  be  left  up  to  an  in¬ 
dividual  according  to  his  conscience  and 
interpretation.  As  parts  of  the  statement 
can  be  and,  in  fact,  are  interpreted  dif¬ 
ferently,  it  would  be  sheer  folly  to  con- 

^&i<jer  the  statement  as  binding  church 
law," 

•  A  Nashville  layman:  “I  am  a  union 
member  and  a  United  Methodist.  I  think 
unions  have  gotten  along  without  the 
United  Methodist  Social  Principles  and 
would  do  OK  in  the  future  without  them.” 

Should  the  Social  Principles 
be  enforced? 

•  An  Alexandria,  Va.  layman: 
“Inasmuch  as  the  Social  Principles  were 
voted  on  and  accepted,  they  should  be 
enforced." 

•  A  Wilmore,  Ky.  minister:  “Put  up  or 
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To  the  Editor: 

In  the  April  12  issue  of  TM/  UMR  Mrs. 
Gene  Partin  expressed  her  distress  over 
the  questionnaire  of  the  General  Council 
on  Ministries  which  appeared  in  the 
March  29  issue.  Her  concern  particularly 
centered  on  four  areas:  our  seminaries, 
Biblical  preaching  from  Methodist 
pulpits,  good  literature  and  thie  honesty 
of  the  members  of  GCOM 

There  are  some  questions  I  would  like 
to  ask  about  Mrs.  Partin’s  views. 

How  does  Mrs.  Partin  know  there  is  a 
lack  of  Biblical  teaching  in  our 
seminaries?  Where  does  she  get  her 
information?  Is  her  view  based  on  first¬ 
hand  knowledge  or  rumor?  Is  she  ever 
distressed  about  the  possibility  of 
bearing  false  witness? 

I  suspect  she  is  right  about  the  need  for 
more  Biblical  preaching  from  United 
Methodist  pulpits,  but  can  you  indict  a 
profession  on  suspicion?  How  does  she 
know  what  is  preached  generally?  The 
best  help  for  Biblical  preaching  has  come 
in  the  past  and  is  now  coming  from 
professors  in  United  Methodist 
seminaries  and  other  seminaries  who 
have  a  deep  concern  for  integrity  in 
scholarship. 

Mrs.  Partin  charges  a  writer  of  lesson 
materials  with  teaching  salvation 
through  works  for  using  the  sentence, 
"Even  someone  who  gives  a  cup  of  water 
deserves  God."  She  asks,  "Where  has  the 
grace  of  God  in  Jesus  Christ  gone?"  Does 
Mrs.  Partin  limit  the  grace  of  God  to  her 
experience  of  it?  It  is  my  conviction  that 
the  grace  of  God  is  available  to  the  one 
who  gives  a  cup  of  water  and  to  the  one 
who  does  not.  God’s  grace  is  also 
available  to  the  one  who  writes  an 
ungracious  letter  and  to  the  one  who 
passes  unfavorable  judgment  on  that 
letter. 

Mrs  Partin  doubts  the  honesty  of 
GCOM  in  the  questions  asked  in  their 
questionnaire.  Is  she  bothered  about  the 
possibility  of  self-righteousness  in  her 
judgment?  Is  her  conscience  ever 
troubled  about  a  tendency  to  be  dogmatic 
in  her  views?  Does  she  have  a  certainty 
in  her  opinions  which  is  denied  to  many  of 
us?  I  agree  with  her  "that  the  average 
Methodist  is  neither  dull,  dumb  or  half¬ 


witted.”  That  is  why  we  can  trust  the 
results  of  the  questionnaire  of  GCOM  and 
the  dialogue  which  appears  weekly  in 
The  Texas  Methodist/  United  Methodist 
Reporter. 

Rubai  Moore 

Palestine,  Texas 

Comment  on  Cecil 
Williams  obscene 

To  the  Editor: 

Several  years  ago,  during  the  height  of 
the  civil  rights  movement,  the  U.S. 
Supreme  Court  handed  down  a  decision 
dealing  with  obscenity.  Within  that 
context,  "Christianity  and  Crisis"  maga¬ 
zine  commented  that  the  most  porno¬ 
graphic  word  in  the  English  language 
was  "nigger."  The  word  suggests  the 
total  rejection  of  a  whole  people  purely 
because  of  their  race,  without  considera¬ 
tion  of  the  varied  qualities  of  each  indi¬ 
vidual  as  such. 

The  Rev.  Cecil  Williams  is  black.  He 
wears  a  beard  and  his  hair  is  arranged  in 
an  Afro.  For  no  other  apparent  reason, 
one  of  your  readers,  in  a  letter  to  the 
editor,  calls  him  a  "gorilla"  and 
questions  why  any  bishop  or  superin¬ 
tendent  would  allow  him  to  serve  as  a 
United  Methodist  minister. 

Perhaps  he  is  allowed  to  because  every 
Sunday  morning  his  parish,  Glide 
Memorial  in  San  Francisco  —  a  down¬ 
town  church  —  is  filled  to  the  walls  for 
both  services.  People  line  up  and  wait 
outside  just  to  get  in.  Many  of  these 
people  would  never  be  accepted  in  the 
typical,  suburban,  WASP  parish.  And 
once  inside,  a  Christian  celebration  takes 
place,  seeking  reconciliation  and  seeking 
to  minister  to  all  of  the  needs  of  the 
community,  both  spiritual  and  temporal. 
Perhaps  this  is  the  reason  Mr.  Williams 
is  allowed  to  serve. 

The  complaint  printed  in  your  paper  is 
in  poor  taste,  ill-informed,  and  un¬ 
christian.  Indeed,  it,  and  the  paper  that 
would  publish  it,  is  pornographic.  An 
apology  is  due  not  only  to  Cecil  Williams 
and  to  your  readers,  but  all  the 
brotherhood  of  clergy  of  the  church. 


George  L.  Tait 
Garden  Groye.  Ca, 

,rT"r  ...  ■  *■  n  ii'., 


Spiritual  Frontiers 
m  is  inform  at  ion  co  r  reeled 
To  the  Editor: 

I  wish  to  correct  the  misinformation 
given  in  »  letter  signed  by  Lucy  Adkin- 
son,  Knoxville,  Tennessee  (TM/UiyiR, 
April  5). 

She  stated  that  the  "Spiritual  Frontiers 
Fellowship"  was  founded  by  Arthur  Ford 
and  also  accused  the  Rev.  Larry 
Althouse,  the  President,  of  being  a 
"spiritualist." 

This  fine  organization,  “Spiritual 
Frontiers  Fellowship,"  was  founded  by 
Rev.  Paul  Higgins,  an  active  United 
Methodist  minister.  Neither  nor  Mr. 
Althouse  are  spiritualists,. but 'certainly 
both  are  full  of  the  Holy'S^jrjt.  *'»/• 

Mrs.  Grace 

Lake  Charles/ Louigiiap 
Married  female  ministers 
can  do  the  job 
To  the  Editor : 

In  reply  to  Ms.  Lester’s  letter  of  March 
15,  commenting  on  married  women  in  the 
ministry:  It  is  not  fair  to  assume  that 
other  women  cannot  be  married  and 
work  full  time  because  she  was  not  able 
to  have  a  family  and  also  work.  She  never 
mentioned  help  and  support  from  her 
husband  with  household  responsibilities 
and  care  for  the  children.  I  am  married 
and  a  minister.  Having  time  for  both  a 
parish  and  a  family  is  no  different  for  me 
than  it  is  for  the  men  in  the  ministry.  I 
think  we  all  need  to  be  careful  not  to  put 
our  choice  of  lifestyle  onto  other  people. 

I  also  do  not  believe  anyone  should 
assume  that  a  woman  who  does  not  want 
children  should  no’ he  .i  mini-''  » 
children  is  an  ethical  decision  based  on 
many  factors.  Child-bearing  and  rearing 
should  not  be  assumed  to  be  a  part  of 
every  marriage.  And  it  certainly  should 
not  he  assumed  that  the  responsibility  for 
child  care  is  that  of  the  mother.  Both 
parents  are  equally  responsible. 

Judy  Bither-Terry 
Berkeley,  California 


shut  up.  Quality  should  be  demanded.  We 
should  practice  \yhat  we  preach.” 

•  A  Brenhpm,  Tex.  laywoman: 
“Enforcement  might  he  difficult,  but  I 
believe  a  real  Christian  complies  without 
it." 

•  A  Tampa,  Fla.  laywoman:  “More 
damage  can  be  done  in  some  cir¬ 
cumstances  by  forceful  insistence  than 
by  tolerance  and  acceptance  of  varying 
positions." 

•  A  South  Texas  layman:  "Dissolve 
the  appropriate  agencies  and  get  to  the 
work  of  the  church  —  saving  souls." 

•  A  Whittier,  Calif,  minister:  "We  as  a 
people,  cannot  force  any  employee 
employer  to  bargain  if  they  do  not  want. 
We  are  only  fooling  ourselves  if  we  try  to 
enforce  such  actions.  I  for  one  am  tired  of 
some  small  group  who  has  a  special 
interest  to  try  and  tell  the  rest  of  us  what 
we  must  do  by  legislating  what  we  are  to 
buy,  support  or  reject.  They  have  a  right 
to  buy,  support  or  reject  just  as  I  do,  but 
don’t  force  me  into  such  a  position  that  I 
am  to  do  what  they  chose  to  do.” 

•  An  Elizabethtown,  Pa.  minister: 
"The  church  can  hardly  have  an  impact 
on  society  unless  it  is  in  compliance  it¬ 
self.” 

•  A  Yakima,  Wa.  laywoman:  “The 
Social  Principles  are  too  arbitrary  to  be 
enforced.” 

•  A  St.  Louis,  Mo.  layman:  “Enforce  is  a 
strong  word,  hard  to  swallow.  So  is  loving 
one’s  neighbor  as  one’s  self." 

What  is  the  role  of  the  church 
in  a  dispute  like  Pikeville? 

•  A  Cocoa  Beach,  Fla.  layman:  “The 
church  should  stay  out  of  labor-manage¬ 
ment  disputes." 

•  An  East  Texas  minister:  “The 
general  church  should  keep  its  hands  off. 
The  hospital  board,  under  the  control  of 
the  annual  conference,  should  decide  the 
matter.” 

•  A  Kentucky  Conference  minister: 
"The  church  in  Kentucky  is  involved. 
The  larger  church  has  done  great  harm 
to  any  chance  of  resolution  of  the  dif¬ 
ficulties." 

•  A  Los  Altos,  Calif,  laywoman: 
"Ideally  it  should  never  be  necessary  to 
take  sides.  At  Pikeville  it  seems  to  be.” 

•  A  Dallas  layman:  "The  public  in¬ 
terest  precludes  strikes  in  such  in¬ 
stitutions  as  police,  fire  departments, 
hospitals  and  the  like.  This  then  would 
reduce  if  not  vacate  the  need  for  unions  in 
such.”  >  booI 

•  An  Arlington,  Tex.  layman: 
"Organized  labor  has  no  interest  in  the 
success  of  the  institution  in  terms  of  its 
objectives  dr  its  proper  operation. 
Organized  labor  can  have  only  one  goal, 
and  that  is  to  increase  the  economic 
standing  of  its  members.  If  the  church 
wants  to  own,  sponsor  or  operate  a 
hospital,  it  must  side  with  its  own 
management  of  that  responsibility. 
Instead  of  receiving  harassment  from 
high  officials  in  the  church,  the  board  of 
Methodist  Hospital  at  Pikeville  should  be 


commended  by  the  high  church  officials, 
who  should  be  teaching  this  kind  of 
responsibility  to  their  members.” 

•  An  Omaha,  Neb.  layman:  “Your 
questions  are  slanted  and  therefore 
unfair.  Some  years  ago  I  served  on  the 
board  of  a  Methodist  Hospital.  I  know 
somle  of  the  problems  of  hospital 
management,  and  I  am  sure  that  if 
unions  win  in  negotiations  such  as  you 
seem  to  favor,  our  hospitals  will  be  at  the 
mercy  of  radical  labor  leaders  and  the 
ultimate  Victims  will  be  the  patients, 
both  as  to  service  and  cost.” 

•  A  Jacksonville,  Fla.  layman:  "I  am 
a  Methodist  for  40  years.  How  can  the 
church  be  against  unions  or  the  poor 
class  of  workers  here  and  say  they 
believe  in  missions  for  the  poor  class  of 
people  in  other  lands?  The  doctors  and 
nurses  have  unions,  only  they  call  them 
associations.  I  am  the  Health  and 
Welfare  Committee  from  my  church,  but 
if  they  keep  up  this  business  of  hating 
unions,  I  think  I’ll  just  quit." 

•  A  New  Mexico  layman:  “I  have  been 
on  both  sides  of  the  fence  —  worker  and 
management.  Management  goals  are  too 
often  set  without  input  from  the  workers. 
The  Christina  way  should  always  be  ‘we’ 
and  not  'we  and  they.’  Teamwork  is 
God’s  way  of  getting  a  job  done 
properly." 

How  do  you  believe  labor 
disputes  in  church-related 
institutions,  should  be  handled? 

•  A  Loomis,  Calif,  laywoman:  “I  have 
never  been  a  union  member  and  do  not 
particularly  care  to  be  but  recognize  the 
tendency  in  our  system  to  use  labor 
without  concern  for  the  well  being  of  the 
workers." 

•  A  West  Texas  minister:  “Do  not  use 
the  Council  of  Bishops.  They  are  too 
conservative  and  identify  with  big 
money.  We  need  to  put  up  or  shut  up.  Be 
governed  by  some  rules  as  secular  in¬ 
stitutions  and  then  do  more  in  the  spirit  of 
Christ." 

•  An  Oklahoma  City  laywoman:  “I 
support  compulsory  arbitration  by  our 
bishops.  The  problem  of  church  and  state 
becomes  one  of  supreme  importance 
here." 

•  A  Vancouver,  Wash,  laywoman: 
“My  mental  picture  of  bishops  has  them 
in  somewhat  of  an  ivory  tower  existence. 
As  such  they  may  have  very  little  real 
knowledge  of  labor  problems.” 

•  A  Grand  Prairie,  T£x.  laywoman: 
“Arbitration  should  not  be  compulsory 
until  other  efforts  at  settlement  of  a  labor 
dispute  have  been  made.  In  a  case  such 
as  Pikeville,  arbitration  is  the  only 
solution.  If  this  was  the  intent  of  the 
question,  then  the  Council  of  Bishops 
should  be  the  neutral  third  party." 

•  A  Poteau,  Okla.  laywoman:  “Let  the 
bishop  in  charge  ascertain  the 
capabilities  of  the  administrator  and 
board  of  directors.  If  they  are  capable  of 
conducting  the  business  of  the  institution, 
let  them  do  so.” 
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LOS  ANGELES  (UMC)  —  A  four-year 
study  of  United  Methodist  bishops  and 
district  superintendents  moved  into  its 
second  phase  here  April  18  after  com¬ 
mission  members  spent  three  days 
reviewing  data  gathered  in  an  extensive 
survey. 

The  research  reported  here  in 
preliminary  form  shows  how  the 
episcopacy  and  district  superintendency 
is  viewed  by  persons  currently  in  it,  and 
by  other  clergy  and  laity  of  the 
denomination.  The  next  phase  will  in¬ 
volve  a  detailed  study  of  the  role  and 
function  of  bishops  through  the  centuries 
of  church  history  and  an  attempt  to 
determine  how  this  relates  to  the  future, 
according  to  the  Rev.  Merlyn  W.  North- 
felt,  Evanston,  Ill.,  chairman  of  the 
30-member  commission. 

“I  would  stress  that  the  commission  is 
trying  to  not  come  to  premature  con¬ 
clusions  and  even  possible  options  for  the 
future  will  not  begin  to  emerge  until  our 
meeting  this  fall,”  Dr.  Northfelt  said. 
The  group  will  report  to  the  1976  General 
Conference. 

The  commission  was  set  up  by  the  1972 
General  Conference  to  ‘‘study  the  offices 
of  Bishop  and  District  Superintendent 
with  particular  reference  to  the  method 
of  their  selection,  tenure,  assignment 
(and)  function  ...” 


Survey  reveals  witid  differences 

Even  the  preliminary  results  of  the 
survey  reveal  considerable  difference  of 
opinion  among  various  groups  of  church 
leaders  as  to  these  areas,  as  well  as  some 
agreements. 

The  data  reported  here  was  based  on 
some  4,000  usable  returns  to  a 
questionnaire  sent  to  more  than  9,500 
bishops,  district  superintendents,  other 
clergy,  and  several  categories  of  laity  in 
leadership  posts  in  local  churches  and 
annual  conferences,  as  well  as  extended 
personal  interviews  with  all  active 
bishops  in  the  U.S.  and  a  number  from 
other  countries. 

Prof.  Egon  W.  Gerdes,  a  historical 
theologian  at  Garrett-Evangelical 
Theological  Seminary  in  Evanston,  Ill., 
is  in  charge  of  theological  aspects  of  the 
study,  and  the  Rev.  Ellis  L.  Larsen,  of 
Systems  Facilitation  Associates,  Inc., 
the  sociological.  The  two  collaborated  in 
preparing  the  report  reviewed 
here.  “To  study  the  episcopacy  is  to 
study  the  ministry,  which  is  to  study  the 
church,”  Dr.  Gerdes  told  the  com¬ 
mission. 

“Bishops  are  the  place  where  the  buck 
stops,  yet  they  are  not  too  happy  with 
some  of  the  ways  in  which  authority  has 
been  interpreted  and  enacted  over  the 
years.  This  I  consider  to  be  the  main 


Plans  set  to  bolster 
the  church  school 


By  BILL  BUCHANAN 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

NASHVILLE  -  It’s  a  poorly  kept 
secret  that  the  denomination’s  church 
schools  have  seen  better  days. 

Statistics  provide  ready  evidence  of 
this  fact:  In  1959  an  average  of  4,180,920 
persons  attended  United  Methodist 
church  schools  each  Sunday.  By  1972  this 
figure  had  slipped  to  2,986,134. 

These  figures  represent  a  staggering 
28.57  percent  decline  over  a  13-year 
stretch  of  time. 

And  while  the  Board  of  Disciplesfiip  — 
the  denominational  agency  designated  to 
oversee  church  school  activities  —  has  no 
quick-cure  answers,  it  does  have  a  plan, 
according  to  Warren  J.  Hartman,  head  of 
a  newly-created  unit  on  Church  School 
Development. 

Essentially,  says  Mr.  Hartman,  the 
new  unit  will  attempt  to  upgrade  the 
experience  and  the  image  of  church 
schools. 

One  of  the  main  problems  with  the 
image  of  church  schools,  he  continued,  is 
that  they  have  been  viewed  as  something 
which  was  tacked  on  to  Sunday  morning 
worship  as  an  afterthought. 

However,  said  the  former  Evangelical 
United  Brethren  minister,  when  properly 
handled,  the  local  church  school  can 
“provide  a  unique  learning  experience 
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which  continually  breathes  new  life  into 
the  whole  church.” 

As  Mr.  Hartman  sees  it  there  are  three 
main  thrusts  to  the  learning  experience 
of  church  school: 

•  “It  provides  an  opportunity  for 
persons  of  all  ages  to  get  iiivolved. 

•  “It  provides  an  opportunity  for 
persons  to  interact  with  and  respond  to 
other  persons  and  other  ideas  in  a 
dialogue  setting. 

•  “It  provides  an  opportunity  for  close 
knit  fellowship,  especially  with  peers.” 

The  last  point  said  the  Christian 
educator  is  particularly  important 
because  the  “need  for  fellowship  and 
community  are  basic  needs  in  the  lives  of 
most  people.”  Frequently,  these  needs 
can  better  be  met  in  a  church  school 
setting  where  participation  takes  on  a 
more  active  dimension  than  it  does  in 
worship  service,  he  noted. 

Church  schools,  continued  Mr.  Hart¬ 
man,  have  suffered  from  a  lack  of 
leadership  due  to  the  well  known  syn¬ 
drome  in  many  churches  where  the  first 
available  (and  willing)  person  is  brought 
in  as  a  teacher  without  a  consideration  of 
that  person’s  qualifications. 

In  addition  to  upgrading  the  image  of 
the  church  school  through  an  educational 
program  designed  to  show  people  what  a 
church  school  can  be,  Mr.  Hartman  said 
that  his  unit  is  also  in  the  process  of 
preparing  “how-to”  materials  designed 
to  assist  local  Christian  educators  in 
organizing  programs  and  recruiting 
teachers. 

The  continuing  problem  of  curriculum 
poses  its  own  set  of  problems,  said  Mr. 
Hartman,  discussing  current  church 
school  resources. 

Mr.  Hartman  said  his  unit  is  operating 
under  the  philosophy  that  one  “basic 
design  of  curriculum  needs  to  be 
developed,  but  within  that  design  there 
should  be  a  wide  variety  to  meet  the 
diverse  needs  of  the  church  ...  It  would 
be  a  sort  of  ‘lazy  Susan’  approach  with  a 
little  something  for  everyone.  But  it  must 
be  a  coordinated  thing,  not  an  eclectic 
one. 

“In  each  case  we’re  saying  that  we 
can’t  develop  just  one  line  of  curriculum 
for  the  entire  church.  We  must  provide  a 
variety  that  people  can  choose  from,” 
added  Mr.  Hartman. 

“The  emphases  of  the  new  sub¬ 
section,”  said  Mr.  Hartman,  discussing 
the  newly  created  unit,  “is  on  the 
organization  program  and  operation  of 
church  schools.  A  totally  new  set  of  field 
services  and  resources  is  being 
developed  to  help  all  persons  who  have 
responsibility  for  local  church 
education.” 

He  said  there  will  be  two  staff  persons 
who  will  be  working  directly  with  local 
church  school  programs  on  a  regular 
basis. 

Mr.  Hartman  cautioned  that 
Discipleship’s  effort  to  revive  church 
schools  is  involved  integrally  with  the 
future  of  the  entire  church. 

‘Research  shows  that  as  church  school 
attendance  goes,  so  goes  the  church.  The 
decrease  we’re  experiencing  now  in 
church  attendance  is  directly  correlated 
with  the  decline  several  years  ago  in 
church  schools.  We’ll  be  in  real  trouble  if 
we  can’t  stop  that  decline  and  the  place  to 
start,  it  seems  to  me,  is  with  the  church 
school.” 
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reason  why  the  bishops  are  searching  for 
a  neW  style. 

Bishops  want  to  be  spiritual  ! 
leaders 

Dr.  Gerdes  said  that  it  “is  ouf 
judgment  that  the  bishops  want  to  be 
pastors  and  preachers”  and  considei 
“spiritual  leadership”  more  important 
than  “temporal.” 

The  professor  noted  that  in  comparison 
to  the  place  given  leadership  and  ad¬ 
ministration,  “the  role  of  prophecy  is  less 
emphasized.” 

“Some  bishops  even  feel  that  it  is 
unimportant  for  their  position,”  he  said, 
adding,  however,  “on  the  other  end  of  the 
spectrum,  some  bishops,  and  these  are 
mainly  black  bishops,  feel  a  high  priority 
for  the  role  of  the  prophet.” 

“As  there  are  not  many  self-styled 
prophets  among  the  bishops,  so  there  are 
not  many  bishops  who  make  the  teaching 
office  their  prime  concern,”  Dr.  Gerdes 
said. 

In  another  aspect  of  the  episcopacy, 
the  consultant  noted  that  “a  deep  hurt 
concerns  the  role  of  bishops’  wives  who 
have  not  yet  found  a  place  in  their  own 
right  and  feel  left  out.”  'This  hurt,”  he 
concluded,  “is  so  severe  that  something 
needs  to  be  done  about  it  soon.” 

The  survey,  according  to  the  con¬ 
sultants,  shows  that  the  bishops  believe 
that  changes  in  their  roles  have  been 
toward  the  pastoral  aspect,  but  that  other 
clergy  and  laity  tend  to  see  changes 
toward  emphasizing  managerial  and 
promotional  aspects. 

Laity  take  dim  view  of 
life  tenure 

One  of  the  sharpest  differences  of 
opinion  among  respondents  to  the 
questionnaire  was  on  the  issue  of  life 
tenure  of  bishops,  a  historic  tradition  in 
Methodism  in  the  United  States 

While  93  per  cent  of  the  bishops  said  life 
tenure  should  be  continued,  only  43  per 
cent  of  the  1,133  lay  persons  responding 
appear  to  hold  this  view.  Among  district 
superintendents,  59  per  cent  said  con¬ 
tinue  election  for  life,  but  only  47  per  cent 
of  1,212  other  clergy  respondents  agreed. 


In  no  jurisdiction  do  a  majority  of  lay 
persons  favor  life  tenure,  and  only  in  the 
Northeastern  Jurisdiction  do  more  than 
50  per  cent  of  the  ministers  favor  it. 

The  support  for  life  tenure  was  greater 
among  younger  clergy  than  older 
ministers. 

Dr.  Larsen  said  that  when  all  related 
questions  are  considered,  there  is  a 
strong  affirmation  of  “once  a  bishop, 
always  a  bishop”  but  that  “12  years  is 
long  enough.” 

A  survey  of  the  Methodist  Church 
between  1939  and  1968  by  Bishop  Roy  H. 
Short  showed  an  average  term  of  9.8 
years  for  a  bishop. 

The  consultants  also  said  there  is  a 
strong  desire  on  the  part  of  clergy  and 
laity  alike  to  “know  more  about 
prospective  bishops”  with  printed 
biographical  material  a  favored  way  of 
obtaining  this  knowledge. 

Many  favor  change  in  election 
process 

About  40  per  cent  of  all  those  respon¬ 
ding  favor  election  and  consecration  at 
the  General  Conference  rather  than  in 
jurisdictional  conferences  as  at  present. 
More  than  50  per  cent  favor  some  kind  of 
an  annual  conference  nomination 
process. 

Whatever  their  reservations  as  to 
tenure,  93  per  cent  say  the  episcopacy 
should  be  continued. 

Considering  functions  of  a  bishop,  all 
categories  agree  that  appointment  of 
ministers  is  of  major  importance,  the 
bishops  ranking  it  first,  and  other  clergy 
and  laity  second. 

On  the  district  superintendency,  more 
than  85  per  cent  of  clergy  and  laity  want 
the  office  continued,  but  there  is  con¬ 
siderable  support,  except  among  bishops 
and  superintendents,  for  giving  the 
annual  conference  participation  in  the 
selection. 

Under  present  United  Methodist  law, 
and  in  the  former  Methodist  Church  prior 
to  union,  district  superintendents  are 
appointed  by  the  bishop.  In  the  former 
Evangelical  United  Brethren  Church 
superintendents  were  elected  by  the 


City,  State  &  Zip- 


HOUSTON  —  Springtime  revivals  and 
preaching  missions  are  not  unusual 
occurrences  in  United  Methodist  chur¬ 
ches. 

So  it  took  no  one  by  surprise  when  St. 
Stephens  United  Methodist  Church  here 
announced  some  time  ago  that  it  was 
planning  a  week-long  preaching  mission 
in  April. 

What  did  take  quite  a  number  of  folks 
by  surprise  was  the  church’s  an¬ 
nouncement  that  all  the  preachers  would 
be  women. 

And  preach  the  women  did.  Ranging 
from  the  measured  manuscript  delivery 
of  the  Rev.  Carolyn  Stapleton,  associate 
pastor  of  St.  John’s  United  Methodist 
Church  in  nearby  Corpus  Christi,  to  the 
rapid  extemporaneous  delivery  offlthe 
Rev.  Perrie  Joy  Jackson,  pastor  of 
Houston’s  Asbury  United  Methodist 
Church,  the  women  laid  the  word  of  God 
on  the  people  in  fine  fashion. 

“I  was  really  impressed  with  the 
quality  of  the  preaching,”  said  the  Rev. 
J.  Bryant  Young,  pastor  of  the  host 
church.  “The  presentations  were  really 
diverse. 

“If  nothing  else,”  continued  the  pastor, 
“the  week's  experience  broke  some 
stereotypes  for  me,  especially  that  old 
idea  about  all  women  being  essentially 
alike. 

Of  the  four  preachers,  he  said,  some 
were  liberal  and  some  were  con- 


annual  conferences. 

Although  no  cdtegdry  surveyed  a 
pears  to  believe  strongly  that  it  ( will  1 
desirable  for  the  United  Methodist 
Church  to  unite  with  other  denominations 
by  1990,  the  bishops  tend  to  favor  such  a 
move  more  than  other  groups.  District 
superintendents  are  the  least  favorable. 


The  bishops  also  are  the  most  op^ 
tjmistic  about  the  future  of  the  church  of 
any  grou^  surveyed.  Dr.  Larsen  noted, 
and  also  see  the  church  today  as  more 
effective  than  a  generation  ago.  Next  in 
line  come  superintendents  and  other 
clergy,  with  the  laity  being  the  least 
optimistic. 


Global  Ministries 
asked  to  improve  ties 
with  local  churches 


Relief  efforts  through  our  dollars 

Typical  of  relief  efforts  going  on  in  the  Sahel  region  of  West  Africa  is  the  work  of 
Dr.  Dominic  Bonezech  of  France  shown  here  in  immunization  efforts  with  a  Church 
worhfService  Mobile  Medical  team.  The  United  Methodist  bishops  have  asked  for  a 
church-wide  offering  on  May  12  to  provide  relief  funds  for  the  Sahel  and  for  tornado- 
and-flood-damaged  areas  in  the  U.S. 

CHURCH  WORLD  SERVICE  PHOTO  BY  D.  KURTZ 

Lady  preachers  give  ’em 
the  Word  at  revival  meet 


servative;  some  preached  with 
manuscripts  and  some  didn’t.  But  they 
were  all  of  the  highest  professional 
calibre.” 

And  according  to  the  pastor,  at  least  a 
portion  of  his  congregation  benefitted 
similarly  from  the  experience. 

Some  came  reluctantly,  he  recalled, 
just  “plain  not  wanting  to  hear  the 
Gospel  from  a  woman.  But  by  the  time 
the  services  were  over  it  didn’t  seem  to 
matter  to  them  what  sex  the  preacher 
was.  They  had  heard  the  Gospel,  and  it 
had  meant  something  to  them.” 

Ms.  Jackson,  the  first  black  woman  to 
be  graduated  by  Southern  Methodist 
University’s  Perkins  School  of  Theology, 
agreed  with  Mr.  Young  oh  this  latter 
point. 

“Many  people  seemed  at  firs.t  to  be 
there  as  spectators  —  just  coming  for  the 


By  SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 
TM/UMR  Editor 

DALLAS  —  United  Methodism’s  Board 
of  Global  Ministries,  which  has  been 
confronted  by  many  diverse  groups  in 
recent  years,  was  handed  a  new 
challenge  here  last  week:  to  develop  a 
more  positive  relationship  with  the 
pastors  and  members  of  predominantly 
white,  middle  class  local  congregations 
which  provide  much  of  the  Board's 
financial  support. 

The  terms  of  this  confrontation  were 
much  less  hostile  than  many  the  board 
has  faced.  No  manifestos  were  posted. 
No  buildings  were  forcibly  occupied. 
Bishop  Paul  Washburn  of  Chicago, 
President  of  the  Board,  and  Dr.  Tracey 
Jones,  its  chief  executive,  came  of  their 
own  volition  to  hear  the  grievances  of  an 
informal  group  of  pastors  who  serve  20  of 
United  Methodism’s  largest  congrega¬ 
tions  (see  note  elsewhere  on  this  page) . 

While  the  atmosphere  was  relatively 
friendly,  the  pastors’  talk  was  straight 
and  their  message  was  clear:  “We  and 
our  members  feel  alienated  from  the 
Board  and  its  policies  and  feel  our  sup¬ 
port  has  been  taken  for  granted.” 

Numerous  specific  grievances  were 
expressed  by  the  pastors.  Dr.  Walter 
Underwood  of  First  Church,  Fort  Worth, 
told  of  writing  a  letter  to  Dr.  Jones  in 
January  regarding  several  concerns 
related  to  the  Board’s  work  and  still 
having  received  no  answer  to  it.  Dr. 
Kenneth  Shamblin  of  St.  Luke’s  Church, 
Houston  complained  that  a  $3,200 
designated  gift  from _his  church  didn’t 
reach  its  destination  overseas  until  a 
year  later.  Dr.  Harry  Vanderpool  of 
Central  Church,  Albuquerque,  told  of 
raising  money  in  three  different  local 
churches  for  the  same  elevator  to  be 
installed  in  a  Korean  church  —only  to 
learn  recently  that  it  is  still  not 
operational.  Dr.  Leighton  Farrell  of 
Highland  Park  Church,  Dallas,  ex¬ 
pressed  concern  about  reports  that  some 
of  the  Board’s  executives  are  not  actively 
identified  with  local  congregations. 

Of  more  concern  to  the  pastors  than 
any  specific  activity  or  policy  of  the 
Board,  however,  is  what  they  believe  to 
be  the  Board’s  basic  lack  of  concern  for 
and  sense  of  accountability  to  the  local 
church.  This  general  sense  of  alienation 
was  expressed  in  more  than  a  dozen 
different  ways  during  the  six-hour 
session. 

•The  Board  should  seek  to 
empower  the  local  church’ 

“As  a  matter  of  philosophy,  I  think  the 
Board  should  seek  to  empower  the  local 
church  for  mission,”  said  Dr.  Ben 
Oliphint  of  First  Church,  Dallas.  “Most 
of  its  present  programs  seem  to  reflect 
the  local  church  empowering  the  general 
board  and  getting  little  help  in  return,” 
he  said. 

“All  of  the  people  in  this  group  have 
demonstrated  an  ability  to  relate  to 
people.  If  I  didn’t  get  along  with  my 
people,  I’d  lose  my  job,”  stated  Dr. 
Charles  Allen  of  First  Church,  Houston. 
“My  church  sends  $150,000  a  year  to  the 
general  church,  but  I  don’t  think  the 
general  church  gives  a  tinker’s  damn 
about  what  we  think.  Is  there  any  way  to 
get  the  board’s  attention  without  with¬ 
drawing  our  support?”,  he  asked. 

While  input  from  the  pastors  reflected 
negatively  on  the  current  policies  of  the 
Board,  it  was  far  from  negative  in  terms 
of  the  pastors’  desire  for  positive, 
mutually  supportive  relations  with  the 
Board.  “We  don’t  intend  to  say  ‘We  don’t 
want  leadership,’  ”  said  Dr.  Barry 
Bailey  of  First  Church,  Richardson,  Tx. 
“We’re  saying  that  our  leaders  need  to 
bring  us  along  with  them.” 

“We  would  like  to  feel  that  you  are  a 
part  of  our  staff,  ministering  beyond  the 
local  church  in  our  behalf,”  stated  Dr. 
Tom  Shipp  of  Lovers  Lane  Church, 
Dallas. 

We  need  to  hear  of  lives 
being  changed’ 

“I’m  concerned  that  you’re  not 
challenging  the  local  church 
aggressively  to  move  out  in  missions,” 
said  Dr.  Lawrence  Lacour  of  First 
Church,  Colorado  Springs.  “We  need  to 
hear  reports  of  people’s  lives  being 
changed  as  the  result  of  our  supporting 
the  Board.  If  we  were  receiving  more 
reports  of  this  type,  we’d  be  motivated  to 
give  more  support  rather  than  less.” 

Echoing  that  sentiment,  Dr.  Chess 
Lovern  of  Boston  Avenue  Church,  Tulsa, 
said:  “1  wish  someone  within  the  Board 
would  occasionally  drop  me  a  personal 
note  stating  a  specific  need  and  saying 
‘we  need  your  help  on  this.’  I  think  you’d 


show,”  she  said.  “But  as  the  week 
progressed,  they  relaxed  and  began  ta  be  surprised  at  the  results  that  such 
participate.”  \personal  contact  would  produce.” 

By  week’s  end,  she  said,  “many  people  N-^ishop  Washburn  and  Dr.  Jones  spent 
had  come  to  the  realization  that  it  is  not  mosKof  the  day  listening  and  taking 
the  messenger  but  the  message  that  notes.  Orvsome  of  the  matters  discussed, 
really  counts.”  such  as  Hhe  failure  to  answer 

Among  others  participating  in  the  correspondence  they  readily  acknowl- 
week  of  preaching  were  the  Rev.  Sharon  edged  the  need  to^o  better.  “As  a  matter 


Watt,  director  of  “Some  Other  Place,”  an 
urban  ministry  in  Beaumont,  Tex.,  and 
the  Rev.  Sharon  Howell,  pastor  of 
Edwardsville  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Kansas. 


of  policy,  all  lettersx^hould  be  answered 
promptly,”  said  Dr.  JhR^s.  “I  will  see 
that  something  is  done  to  tighten  up  our 
handling  of  correspondence,  beghuung 
with  myself.” 


EDITORS’  NOTE: 

A  story  elsewhere  on  this  page 
chronicles  a  meeting  between  two  top 
officials  of  United  Methodism’s  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  and  a  group  of  20 
pastors,  who  together  serve  more  than 
100,000  members  and  whose  churches 
contribute  more  than  $1  million  annually 
to  benevolent  causes  within  the  UMC. 

The  group  of  pastors  was  formed  by 
those  who  responded  to  an  invitation 
from  Dr.  Charles  Allen  of  First  Church, 
Houston,  to  meet  in  Dallas  in  early  1973. 
Dr.  Allen’s  hope  was  to  create  an  in¬ 
formal  fellowship  through  which  those 
attending  could  share  ideas  and  concerns 
with  one  another.  One  pastor  from  each 
of  the  church’s  Western,  North  Central 
and  Northeastern  Jurisdictions  attended, 
with  the  remainder  coming  from  the 
South  Central  Jurisdiction.  Most  of  those 
attending  felt  the  group  met  a  personal 
need,  so  they  decided  to  meet  again  the 
following  year. 

One  discussion  at  the  January  1974 
meeting  concerned  the  relationship  of 
local  congregations  to  United 
Methodism’s  General  Boards.  A  con¬ 
sensus  emerged  among  the  group: 
general  boards  seem  relatively  un¬ 
concerned  about  those  who  provide  their 
basic  support.  The  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  was  particularly  singled  out 
for  criticism.  Concerned  that  the  group 
follow  criticism  with  constructive  action, 
Dr.  Tom  Shipp  of  Lovers  Lane  Church, 
Dallas,  suggested  the  possibility  of  an 
informal  meeting  with  some  top  officials 
from  the  Board.  The  Board’s  President, 
Bishop  Paul  Washburn,  and  its  chief 
executive,  Dr.  Tracey  Jones,  agreed  to 
meet  with  the  group  on  April  25  in  Dallas. 

The  pastors  expressed  the  hope  that 
they  would  not  be  identified  as  a 
“pressure  group”  and  their  concerns 
would  not  be  confused  with  those  of  the 
Evangelical  Missions  Council.  The 
pastors’  group  plans  no  further  activities 
other  than  continuing  to  meet  annually 
for  fellowship  and  the  sharing  of  ideas. 

On  a  few  matters,  such  as  the  local 
church  involvement  of  Board  executives, 
there  was  clear  disagreement  in  what  the 
group  of  pastors  wanted  to  hear  and  what 
Dr.  Jones  was  prepared  to  say.  Dr.  Jones 
indicated  that  he  believes  Board 
executives  should  be  related  to  a  local 
church,  and  assumes  that  all  of  those 
presently  on  the  Board’s  staff  are  so- 
related.  Despite  information  to  the 
contrary  offered  by  two  members  of  the 
pastors’  group,  Dr.  Jones  indicated  that 
he  would  consider  it  administratively 
inappropriate  to  launch  a  direct  inquiry 
to  determine  the  local  church  in¬ 
volvement  of  his  staff. 

*  We  want  to  close  the  gap’ 

On  the  basic  question  of  the  Board’s 
perceived  attitude  toward  the  local 
church,  both  Bishop  Washburn  and  Dr. 
Jones  acknowledged  that  a  gap  exists 
and  that  this  group  of  ministers  is  not 
alone  in  feeling  alienated.  “It’s  pretty 
much  the  same  across  the  church,” 
Bishop  Washburn  said.  “But  we’re  going 
to  do  something  about  it.  I  told  the  Board 
when  I  accepted  this  job  that  I  believe  its 
role  is  to  relate  the  local  church  to  ‘the 
nervous  ends  of  mission.’  If  we  don’t 
relate  positively  to  the  local  church,  we 
fail.” 

Bishop  Washburn  pointed  out  that  a 
number  of  the  Board’s  problems  relate  at 
least  partically  to  its  size  (seven  dif¬ 
ferent  divisions)  and  its  complex  makeup 
(a  membership  which,  as  a  result  of  the 
1972  General  Conference’s  quota  system, 
includes  one-fourth  minority  persons, 
one-fifth  young  people,  and  one-half 
women.  Very  few  of  the  clergy  and 
laymen  who  previously  served  on  the 
board  are  there  now). 

“This  new  makeup  in  the  Board  ob¬ 
viously  has  resulted  in  a  very  different 
type  of  decision-making,”  said  Dr.  Jones. 
The  Board  now  has  a  very  high  level  of 
credibility  with  youth,  minorities,  and 
women  —  groups  which  once  were 
alienated  from  the  church.  What  I  hear 
you  saying,  though,  is  that  there  is  a  new 
group  hurting  and  feeling  left  out  today: 
those  who  are  asked  to  support  programs 
they  didn’t  approve  and  with  which  they 
don’t  agree.” 

“And  the  question  is,”  stated  Dr.  W.  E. 
Trice  of  University  Park  Church,  Dallas, 
“do  you  plan  to  work  as  hard  to  relate  to 
the  concerns  of  this  group  as  you  have 
with  the  others?” 

While  not  answering  the  question 
directly,  Dr.  Jones  said:  “Our  task  is  to 
represent  the  concerns  of  the  whole 
church  through  the  work  of  this  Board.” 

Few  of  the  pastors  were  prepared  to 
predict  any  major  changes  in  the  Board’s 
policies  or  attitudes  as  a  result  of  their 
one-day,  one-time  meeting  with  Bishop 
Washburn  and  Dr.  Jones.  A  couple  who 
had  hoped  to  achieve  some  specific 
agreements  during  the  day  expressed 
disappointment  in  the  meeting.  No  one, 
however,  would  dispute  Bishop  Wash¬ 
burn’s  assessment:  “This  is  a  step  in  the 
right  direction  ...  a  step  which  does  say 
'We  care  what  you  think,  we  want  to  be 
related  to  you.’  ” 
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Christ  of  Corrnlry 


‘.r-\ 


Nine  days  in  the  land  of  the  Wesleys 


The  statue, 
"Christ  of  Coven¬ 
try.  stands  amid 
ruins  of  Coventry 
Cathedral  left 
standing  after  it 
was  completely 
destroyed  in  the 
bombing  of  Eng¬ 
land  during  World 
War  II.  The  new 
cathedral  stands 
nearby  as  a  trib¬ 
ute  to  the  un¬ 
daunted  spirit  of 
the  people  who 
suffered  so  much 
and  came  back  to 
rebuild. 

Below,  Mald- 
wyn  Edwards 
brings  the  early 
years  of  the 
Wesley  ministry 
to  life  as  he  stands 
in  the  first  chapel 
built  by  the 
Methodists. 
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TM/IIMR  honored  thrice 

UM  publications  sweep 
10  of  23  Merit  Awards 


DENVER  —  United  Methodist 
publications,  led  in  number  by  The  Texas 
Methodist/  United  Methodist  Reporter, 
captured  10  of  23  Awards  of  Merit  given 
by  the  Associated  Church  Press  ( ACP )  at 
its  annual  convention  here  last  week. 
ACP  is  an  ecumenical  religious  press 
association  comprised  of  162  member- 
publications  in  the  United  States  and 
Canada 

TM/  UMR  received  three  first-place 
citations:  (1)  for  General  Excellent  in  a 
national  news  publication;  (2)  for  Best 
Editorial  in  a  regional  news  publication; 
and  (3)  for  Best  Reportage  in  a  national 
news  publication.  The  Dallas-based 
newsweekly  was  also  given  a  second 
place  citation  in  the  “best  use  of 
photography”  national  competition  and 
honorable  mention  in  the  Best  Editorial 
category  for  national  publication. 

Other  United  Methodist  publications 
receiving  first-place  awards  were: 
"Face-to-Face”  for  General  Excellence 
and  Best  Use  of  Photography  by  a  special 
audience  magazine;  “The  Interpreter” 
for  Best  Article  in  a  special  audience 
magazine;  “Together”  —  which  was 
discontinued  in  favor  of  "United 
Methodists  Today”  at  the  end  of  1973  — 
for  General  Excellence  and  Best  Use  of 
Photography  by  a  general  church 
magazine;  and  “New  World  Outlook"  for 
General  Excellence  and  Best  Use  of 
Photography  in  a  missions  magazine 

Chief  judge  in  the  ACP  awards  com¬ 
petition  this  year  was  Dr.  John  DeMott  of 
the  Journalism  Department  at  Northern 
Illinois  University,  DeKalb,  Ill.  In  citing 
TM/  UMR  for  Best  Reportage.  Dr 
DeMott  said,  TM/  UMR’s  “professional 
coverage  of  the  controversy  over  an 
impeach-the-president  resolution  by  one 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church’s 
organizations  illustrated  its  excellence  of 
reporting  even  a  most  controversial 
story."  That  coverage  included  on-the- 
spot  news  coverage,  followup  news 
coverage,  editorial  statements,  and  the 
printing  of  reader-reactions  representing 
the  total  spectrum  of  viewpoints  held  by 
TM/  UMR  readers 

The  award  for  “Best  Editorial"  was  for 
"Rumors  and  concern  for  truth,"  a 
statement  by  TM/  UMR  Editor 
Spurgeon  M  Dunnam  111  “exposing  the 
error  of  a  persistent  rumor,  damaging  to 
the  reputation  of  a  national  television 
network,  among  Christians  in  Texas." 

The  judges'  citation  in  the  “General 
Excellence"  category  included  a  lengthy 
statement  explaining  their  decision  to 
give  first-place  awards  to  both 
TM/  UMR  and  a  monthly  tabloid 
publication,  “The  Canadian  Chur¬ 
chman  "  “The  determination  of  first  and 
second  place  proved  an  impossible  deci¬ 
sion.  The  two  outstanding  publications  in 
this  field  are  not  comparable,  really,  in 
general  excellence  "The  Canadian  Chur¬ 
chman"  is  a  monthly  newspaper,  in 
compact  format -beautiful  in  its  clean 
simplicity  and  designed  to  be  read  in  a 
leisurely  way.  On  the  other  hand,  "The 
Texas  Methodist/United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter,"  a  weekly  ^  newspaper  having 
numerous  regional  and  local  church 
editions,  takes  a  quite  different  approach 
in  its  reporting  It  uses  fine  news 
judgment,  making  the  best  use  of  Reli¬ 
gious  News  service,  other  such  services. 


and  the  resources  of  its  own  staff  Both 
TM/UMR  and  the  Churchman’  do  an 
outstanding  job  of  reporting  in  depth,  and 
in  interpreting  the  news  Both  have 
sharp,  hard-hitting  editorials— especially 
TM/UMR.  TM/UMR  does  an  exceptional 
job  of  conducting  a  stimulating  forum 
through  its  letters-to-the-editor 
“Both ‘Churchman’ and  TM/  UMR  are 
truly  excellent  publications.  Compare 
the  news  and  other  information  obtained 
from  TM/  UMR  during  any  given  month 
(four  issues)  with  the  same  month’s 
content  of  ‘Churchman’  and  you  have 
about  the  same  number  of  column  inches 
of  superior  intelligence  That  intelligence 
was  created  in  different  ways,  however, 
following  different  time  schedules,  for 
different  purposes.  It’s  a  classic  case  of 
trying  to  compare  apples  and  oranges. 
The  best  orange  is  The  Texas 
Methodist/  United  Methodist  Reporter, 
the  best  apple  is  The  Canadian  Chur¬ 
chman.  That  appears  to  fit  the  geography 
involved.  So,  it’s  a  tie  for  first  with  the 
competion  being  a  real  triumph  for  the 
general  excellence  of  the  religious  press 
in  both  the  United  States  and  Canada  " 


By  JUDY  WEIDMAN 
Associate  Editor 

The  plane  load  of  weary  United 
Methodists  stepped  on  mother  earth 
gratefully,  not  because  the  trip  was  over 
but  because  it  had  been  good.  Now  it  was 
time  to  assimilate  nine  days  spent  in  the 
land  of  the  Wesleys. 

We’d  knelt  where  the  Wesley  children 
took  their  first  communion;  we’d  strolled 
the  ancient  courtyards  of  Oxford 
University  where  John  and  Charles  were 
first  called  that  dirty  name  — 
“Methodists,"  we'd  smelled  the  in¬ 
dustrial  waste  which  replaced  the  aroma 
of  incense  as  the  Wesleyan  revival  took  to 
the  streets  and  the  fields;  we’d  marveled 
at  tales  of  zeal  and  bravery  and,  in  the 
end,  acclaim. 

Almost  any  travel  agent  will  book  you 
on  a  trip  to  England;  some  even 
specialize  in  points  of  interest  to 
Methodists.  So  United  Methodist 
Heritage  Tours  doesn’t  pretend  to  have  a 
comer  on  the  market,  but  they  do  offer 
some  unique  features. 

This  fledgling  organization  took  shape 
in  1970  when  the  Baltimore  Conference 
sponsored  the  first  such  pilgrimage. 

The  travel  is  by  annual 
conferences 

Since  that  time,  some  20  annual  con¬ 
ferences  have  become  involved,  and  this 
sort  of  grouping  remains  a  trademark  of 
the  enterprise.  The  driving  force  behind 
this  travel  ministry  is  the  Rev.  Frank 
Wanek,  on  special  appointment  from  the 
Baltimore  Conference. 

Plans  for  a  conference  trip  begin  only 
after  the  bishop's  blessing  has  been 
secured,  and,  where  possible,  his  par¬ 
ticipation.  Many  bishops  see  this  as  an 
extension  of  their  pastoral  ministry  —  an 
opportunity  to  get  to  know  and  become 
known  by  more  lay  persons  in  their 
conferences. 

Often  this  kind  of  trip  offers  an  ap¬ 
propriate  outlet  for  an  historical  ob¬ 
servance  or  a  programmatic  emphasis. 
Such  was  the  case  for  persons  in  the  West 
Virginia  Conference  who  recently  made 
the  trip  with  a  group  from  the  Holston 
Conference  in  partial  fulfillment  of  a 
conference  priority  “to  grow  in  faith  and 
love.” 

The  system  also  offers  local  church 
pastors  an  extended  period  of  learning 
and  fellowship  with  members  of  their 
congregation.  And  if  they’ve  sold  at  least 
eight  of  them  on  the  idea,  their  trip  is 
free. 

A  sense  of  Christian  community  is 
promoted  quite  consciously  throughout 
the  trip.  with  such  obvious 
manifestations  as  daily  devotions.  The 
rest  is  not  as  easy  to  put  your  finger  on, 
but  the  people  and  the  atmosphere  make 
United  Methodist  Heritage  Tours  a 
popular  assignment  with  British  guides. 

Members  of  this  tour  also  discover  a 
mission  in  becoming  a  part  of  that 
worldwide  fellowship  which  is  pitching  in 
to  help  restore  Wesley  Chapel  in  London. 
(TM/UMR,  April  26) 

It’s  not  hard  once  you’ve  seen  the 
structure  and  visited  Wesley’s  home 
nearby,  which  is  maintained  much  as  it 
was  when  Wesley  lived  there  200  years 
ago. 


Poem  of  the  Week 


Choice 

By  GAIL  COOKE 

God  gave  us  our  hands, 
It  is  man  who  insists 
Upon  making  them 
Into  fists  .  .  . 


B>  CHARLES  McEOWEN 
Special  to  the  TM/UMR 

KANSAS  CITY  —  The  criticism  of  the 
World  Council  of  Churches  sometimes 
heard  in  American  circles  may  be  the 
essence  of  what  the  Gospel  demands  of 
the  church  in  faithfulness,  stressed 
ecumenical  leaders  when  they  met  here, 
April  20-23,  in  the  United  States  Con¬ 
ference  of  that  worldwide  body. 

The  United  States  group  is  composed  of 
delegates  from  the  denominations  in  this 
country  to  the  last  World  Council 
Assembly,  held  in  Uppsala,  Sweden  in 
1968.  Normally,  the  Assembly  meets 
every  seven  years  and  is  the  principal 
authority  for  the  WCC.  The  next 
Assembly  will  be  July  23-August  8,  1975  in 
Jakarta.  Indonesia 

In  Bible  study,  discussion  groups, 
addresses  and  worship  the  delegates  and 
visitors  considered  the  implications  of 
the  theme  of  the  Jakarta  Assembly, 
“Jesus  Christ  Frees  and  Unites.”  Unlike 
themes  of  previous  assemblies,  this  is  not 
a  direct  quotation  from  the  Bible. 
Rather,  it  is  an  attempt  to  put  into  five 
powerful  words,  the  whole  meaning  of 
the  Good  News. 

In  the  words  of  one  of  the  Conference’s 
principal  leaders,  Dr.  Emilio  Enrique 
Castro  “The  theme  literally  invites  us  to 
join  in  the  proclamation  that  Jesus  Christ 
really  does  free  and  unite  men.”  Castro 
is  director  for  the  Commission  on  World 
Mission  and  Evangelism  of  the  World 
Council  of  Churches  in  its  Geneva  office 
and  is  a  former  president  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Uruguay  He  further 
emphasized  that  the  future  Assembly 
and  its  work  could  have  a  redemptive 
effect  on  the  Christians  of  Indonesia. 

Sessions  of  the  United  States  Con- 


History  comes  to  life  in  a  stroll 
through  Wesley’s  house 

One  walks  through  those  rooms  in 
search  of  understanding  of  the  enigma 
called  John  Wesley.  You  wonder  again  at 
his  piety  when  you’re  told  he  rose  and 
went  to  his  prayer  room  every  morning 
at  4 ;  you  smile  as  you  see  his  electric 
shock  machine  and  recall  his  primitive 
medical  theories ;  you  feel  all  those  miles 
he  rode  on  horseback  as  you  gaze  at  the 
specially  built  chair  which  he  could 
straddle  more  comfortably  than  he  could 
sit  in  an  ordinary  chair. 

But  the  journey  starts  further  north  in 
the  remote  countryside,  where  the  green 
pastures  and  the  ubiquitous  daffodils  tell 
you  it’s  spring,  despite  the  frost  on  your 
breath. 

There  at  Epworth  in  Lincolnshire 
Susanna  Wesley  nurtured  her  brood  of  19 
children  in  a  town  which  was  hostile  to 
her  learned  preacher  husband.  The 
spacious  rectory  was  rebuilt  after  a  fire 
started  by  town  hoodlums  nearly  took 
John’s  life.  You  recall  the  dramatic 
rescue  of  the  small  boy  and  his  mother’s 
conviction  that  he’d  been  saved  for  a 
purpose. 

Good  combination  of 
‘sacred’  and  ‘secular’ 

The  buses  roll  on  in  what  is  a  masterful 
combination  of  “sacred”  and  “secular" 
sightseeing  —  with  Stonehenge,  Strat¬ 
ford-on-Avon  and  Buckingham  Palace 
providing  some  of  the  breathers  to  the 
Wesley  ana. 

A  morning  visit  to  Oxford  University, 
respected  then  as  now  as  one  of  the  finest 
academic  institutions  in  the  world,  in¬ 
troduces  you  to  the  unlikely  setting 
where  that  methodical,  pious  band  of  do- 
gooders  led  by  the  Wesleys  first  rocked 
the  religious  establishment.  There  a 
graduate  student  graciously  disappeared 
for  a  few  minutes  so  we  could  glimpse  at 
Wesley's  room.  Wesley’s  stipend  as  a 
“fellow"  of  Lincoln  College  freed  him  for 
the  life  of  an  itinerant  preacher. 

In  stark  contrast  to  the  imposing 
cathedrals  which  dot  the  English  land¬ 
scape,  Methodist  chapels  spell  utility. 
The  first  one  went  up  in  Bristol,  and  its 
present  pastor,  Maldwyn  Edwards, 
brings  those  early  times  to  life. 

It  was  here,  he  tells  the  group,  that 
Wesley  spent  most  of  his  life.  The  rooms 
upstairs  were  shared  with  circuit  riders 
who  came  here  for  rest.  It  all  becomes 
very  real  as  you  pass  through  the  rooms 
retained  remarkably  well  in  their 
original  state. 

What  looks  like  the  sanctuary  on  the 
ground  level  was  used  originally  as  a 
“preaching  house,”  with  5  a.m.  services 
every  morning  before  work.  The 
assumption  was  that  the  people  would  go 
to  their  parish  church  on  Sunday.  But 
even  before  Wesley  died,  these 
Methodists  were  functioning  as  a 
separate  church. 


Heritage  tours  —  so  what? 


By JEAN  YEAGER 
Staff  Writer 

Once  upon  a  time  there  was  a 
church  that  had  members  around 
the  world.  Everyone  in  each  par¬ 
ticular  country  thought  that  all  the 
other  church  members  around  the 
world  worshipped  the  same  way 
they  did.  Then  one  day,  some 
members  of  this  church  traveled  to 
another  country  ...  the  land  of  the 
birth  of  this  sect. 

And,  lo,  they  saw  that  things 
weren’t  the  same.  They  saw  people 
using  the  original  form  of  worship  of 
the  founder  of  the  church.  They  saw 
people  preaching  outdoors  to  large 
un-friendly  crowds.  They  saw  dif¬ 
ferent  customs,  a  different  culture 
and  discovered  that  life  was  viewed 
differently  by  these  other  people. 

The  contrasts  were  remarkable. 
The  church  was  a  minority  sect,  not 
a  majority.  Very  few  people,  in  fact, 
belonged.  The  church  buildings  were 
simple  —  made  from  stone  or  brick 
—  and  were  cold  by  comparison  to 
the  touring  members’  churches. 
There  were  neither  public  address 
systems  nor  wooden  sounding 
boards;  strong  voices  were  used  to 
carry  the  seripon. 

There  were  gigantic  cathedrals 
built  by  anpther  sect  hundreds  of 
years  earlier  that  had  become 
tourist  sites  and  actually  were  used 
for  congregations  of  50  or  less. 

The  touring  members  saw  the 


internal,  personalized  effects  of  a 
war  which  almost  destroyed  the 
country,  and  tried  to  comprehend 
what  this  meant  to  the  society  and 
the  church. 

They  began  to  look  at  their  own 
country  where  the  history  of  the 
church  is  hard  to  emphasize  — 
where  something  “old”  came  from 
the  last  generation.  They  looked  at 
the  combination  of  church  and  state 
and  heard  how  that  type  of  church 
can  be  the  tool  of  the  government, 
and  they  were  thankful  for  their 
independence. 

The  members  tried  to  understand 
where  their  church  came  from  and 
began  to  see  why  certain  things  had 
been  that  way  in  the  past.  They  saw 
that  the  church  in  their  country  had 
changed  —  was  similar,  yet  dif¬ 
ferent.  Saw  how  their  society 
mingled  in  and  around  their  religion, 
creating  something  unique  in  all  the 
world. 

They  began  to  see  something 
about  the  man  who  founded  their 
church.  His  pride  and  humility,  his 
steps  as  the  new  sect  was  founded. 
In  the  foreign  ministers  they  saw 
much  of  the  same  reactions  to  the 
problems  that  still  occur  in  society 
today. 

And,  once  upon  a  time,  these 
traveling  church  members  went 
home  and  told  their  friends  about  the 
wonderful  things  they  had  seen  in  all 
the  places  they  had  been,  and  no  one 
could  ask,  “So  what?” 


Interesting  tidbits  along 
the  way 

You  pick  up  lots  of  tidbits  here  and 
there  as  you  attempt  to  put  the  Wesley 
puzzle  together.  One  young  adult  was 
interested  to  hear  that  Wesley’s  dim  view 
of  “spirituous  liquors"  was  a  reflection  in 
part  of  his  concern  for  the  poor  who  were 
deprived  of  food  because  great  quantities 
of  grain  were  being  bought  up  by  the 
industry. 

Strolling  through  Glouster  Cathedral 
you’ll  see  what  is  reputed  to  be  the  first 
altar  railing.  It  seems  that  what  has  now 
become  a  convenience  for  the  com¬ 
municant  was  originally  built  to  keep  the 
dogs  away  from  the  altar! 

Without  exception,  participants  said 
the  tour  brought  the  people  and  the 
places  of  their  Methodist  heritage  to  life. 
They  knew  they  were  going  home  better 
church  school  teachers,  better 
preachers,  better  people,  more  aware  of 
their  heritage. 

Retired  Bishop  James  Henley,  who 
travels  with  the  group  and  lectures, 
hopes  the  tours  will  help  heal  the  breach 
he  sees  in  the  United  Methodist  church 


between  those  who  emphasize  the  social 
aspect  of  the  gospel  and  those  who  cling 
to  the  vertical  dimension. 

“If  we  can  come  out  of  this  with  an 
awareness  of  the  depth  and  height  of  the 
gospel,  we  can  do  something  for  our 
church,”  he  observed. 

Energy  crisis  interferes 

Plagued  by  a  less  theological  matter  — 
the  energy  crisis  —  planners  had  to 
switch  departure  dates  on  some  In  the 
group  at  the  last  minute.  A  fuel  sur¬ 
charge  pushed  the  cost  up  $60,  but  even 
the  final  price  tag  of  $509  seemed  like  a 
bargain  to  most. 

Working  through  Wholesale  Tours,  the 
heritage  people  were  able  to  deliver 
hardy  meals  and  first  class  ac¬ 
commodations.  The  only  hidden  "cost” 
in  such  an  arrangement,  of  course,  is 
patience.  When  you’re  part  of  a  group  of 
250  persons,  the  old  Army  saw  about 
"hurry  up  and  wait"  often  applies! 

But  wherever  the  TV  cameramen  got 
those  shots  of  British  people  working  in 
cold  offices  by  candlelight,  they  weren’t 
part  of  the  tourist  industry.  For  this 
group,  the  only  cold  places  were  those 
unheated  churches! 


Ecumenists  defend  prophetic 
stance  of  the  World  Council 


lerence  were  held  primarily  at  Saint 
Paul  School  of  Theology,  with  the 
Missouri  Council  of  Churches  and 
Metropolitan  Inter-Church  Agency  of 
Greater  Kansas  City  serving  as  official 
hosts.  A  community-wide  ecumenical 
celebration  was  held  on  Sunday  evening 
at  the  downtown  Grace  and  Holy  Trinity 
Episcopal  Cathedral.  The  speaker  for 
that  occasion  was  His  Excellency,  Bishop 
Karekin  Sarkissian,  vicar  of  the  Prelacy 
of  the  Armenian  Apostolic  Church  of 
America.  He  emphasized  the  importance 
of  fasting  and  prayer  as  preparation  for 
the  1975  Assembly  and  its  theme. 

The  speaker  for  the  ecumenical 
banquet  on  Monday  evening  was  the 
newly-elected  executive  secretary  of  the 
United  States  Conference,  Dr.  Charles  H. 
Long,  formerly  an  Episcopal  parish 
priest  in  Glenside,  Pennsylvania.  He 
spoke  about  “A  New  Ecumenical 
Generation."  He  succeeded  a  United 
Methodist,  Eugene  L.  Smith,  who  has 
returned  to  a  pastorate  in  New  Jersey 
Pointing  up  the  low  priority  of 
ecumenism  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church  today,  delegates  from  that 
denomination  were  conspicuous  by  their 
absence.  Few  of  United  Methodism’s 
official  representatives  were  present. 
Admittedly,  the  church's  chief 
ecumenical  officer,  Dr  Robert  W. 
Huston,  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries’  Division  of  Ecumenical  and 
Interreligious  Concerns,  was  reported  ill. 
No  United  Methodist  bishop  was  ob¬ 
served  in  the  sessions 
One  United  Methodist  delegate  to  the 
Uppsala  Assembly  was  present  in 
Kansas  City  at  the  time  of  the  Con¬ 
ference,  but  confessed  to  this  reporter 
that  he  would  not  attend  the  sessions  at 
the  seminary. 


r 


"The  wind  blows 

where  it  wills ...” 


THE  HOLY  SPIRIT  IN 
TODAY’S  CHURCH 
Erling  Jorstad  discusses 
the  new  Pentecostal  move¬ 
ment  that  has  been  sweep¬ 
ing  the  country.  He 
includes  both  historical 
background  and  contempo¬ 
rary  resource  material. 
Paper,  $2.75 

EVERYDAY  PRAYERS 
Over  a  hundred  personal 
and  inspirational  devotions 
are  composed  on  topics 
from  morning’s  joy  to 
winter’s  bluster.  A  precious 
gift  for  someone  you  love. 
Wallace  Fridy.  $3.50 

A  LIFE  FULL  OF 
SURPRISES 
The  plan,  purpose,  and 
power  of  life  originating 
from  the  Sermon  on  the 
Mount  are  explained  by 
Lloyd  Ogilvie.  The  gentle 
Spirit  of  Christ  renews 
weak  souls  and  tired 
churches.  $3 


BECAUSE  WE  HAVE 
GOOD  NEWS 
Take  advantage  of  the 
streams  of  opportunities  to 
witness  in  your  community. 
Thorough  and  practical 
evangelizing  suggestions 
for  spiritual  growth  are 
presented  by  Wallace  E. 
Fisher.  Paper,  $2.50 

PENTECOST  IS 
DYNAMITE 
The  disciples  received 
power  on  the  Day  of  Pente¬ 
cost.  W.  T.  H.  Richards 
believes  this  power  of  the 
Spirit  is  vital  for  the  life 
of  the  church  and  ex¬ 
amines  principles  and 
perils.  Paper,  $1.75 


BLESS  THIS  MESS 
AND  OTHER  PRAYERS 
Well-known  authors  Imo- 
gene  Sorley  and  Jo  Carr 
breeze  through  their  day 
with  some  Bimple  prayers 
about  unmade  beds,  dirty 
socks,  gray  hair,  and 
even  yodeling.  A  great  gift 
for  Mom.  $2.60 

EVANGELISTIC  SERMONS 
OF  CLOVIS  G.  CHAPPELL 
Thirteen  selected  sermons 
relate  the  who,  what,  and 
whys  of  Jesus  and  his 
teachings  in  the  current 
spiritual  church.  Refresh-  / 
ing,  eloquent,  and  straight-  / 
forward  messages.  $2.95 
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Methodist  Hospital  Sunday  May  19 


United  Methodists  throughout 
Louisiana  will  renew  their  spiritual  and 
financial  support  to  Methodist  Hospital  of 
New  Orleans  Sunday,  May  19.  This 
Sunday  has  been  designated  as  Methodist 
Hospital  Sunday  by  action  of  the  Con¬ 
ference,  according  to  hospital  Director  of 
Development  and  Chaplain  Rev.  John  B. 
Koelemay. 

"Methodist  Hospital  is  the  only 
Louisiana  hospital  founded  and  main¬ 
tained  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church,”  Mr.  Koelemay  said. 
"Long  before  the  doors  of  the  hospital 
were  opened  to  patient  care  five  years 
ago,  United  Methodists  throughout  the 
state  were  responsible  for  a  large  share 
of  the  financial  support  necessary  for 
construction  of  the  hospital.” 

Throughout  the  hospital’s  history, 
United  Methodists  have  continued  to 
assist  Methodist  Hospital  in  providing 
medical  facilities  and  equipment.  Their 


financial  assistance  has  also  been 
responsible  for  providing  free  and  part- 
pay  programs  for  indigent  patients. 

"With  Methodist  Hospital  Sunday,  May 
19,  we  are  setting  aside  a  specific  day  to 
remind  our  church  members  that  their 
support  of  the  hospital  is  a  constant  need 
as  well  as  a  day  to  thank  them  for  their 
many  past  contributions,”  Mr.  Koelemay 
continued. 

A  180  bed  community  hospital, 
Methodist  Hospital  in  New  Orleans 
provides  a  full  range  of  services  in¬ 
cluding  pediatrics,  obstetrics,  intensive 
care,  coronary  care,  emergency  ser¬ 
vices,  cardiac  catheterization,  neuro  and 
general  surgery. 

During  the  past  year,  Methodist 
Hospital  has  treated  7,418  patients  and 
recorded  688  births.  Surgical  operations 
numbered  over  4,500;  laboratory 
procedures  were  more  than  200,000  and 
emergency  visits  represented  some 
13,000  treatments. 


Memorial  walkway  at 
MacDonell  Dedicated 


Around  our  Conference 


The  Chorister  Choir  (youth)  of  Trinity 
Church,  Jennings,  participated  in  the 
recent  Community  Children  and  Youth 
Choir  for  the  Jennings  Easter  Vesper 
Service.  The  Carol  and  Chorister  choirs 
of  the  church  are  planning  a  spring  choir 
festival,  May  12,  at  the  morning  worship 
service  This  will  be  part  of  the 
"Emphasis  on  Children”  at  Trinity 
during  May. 

Rev.  Walter  Barabin,  pastor,  led  Holy 
Thursday  services  prior  to  Easter  at  St. 
Peter  church  in  Jeanerette,  with  com¬ 
munion  being  served.  The  Seven  Last 
Words  of  Our  Lord  was  the  subject  of  the 
meditation.  190  persons  were  in  at¬ 
tendance.  Daryl  Edward  and  Barry 
Drexler  served  as  acolytes  and  Andrea 
Broussard  was  the  girl  acolyte. 

A  District  Retreat  was  held  recently  by 
the  Monroe  District  United  Methodist 
Women  at  Camp  Chemin  A  Haut  State 
Park,  near  Bastrop,  led  by  Mrs.  Estelle 
Dameron  of  Pineville.  The  event  was 
based  on  the  theme  "Many  Gifts-One 
Spirit.”  The  retreat  was  organized  by 
Mrs.  Minza  Rabun,  District  coordinator 
for  Christian  Personhood  and  her 
committee.  56  women  were  in  attendance 
from  churches  over  the  district. 

The  College  Avenue  church  of  Nat¬ 
chitoches  had  five  youth  receive 
recognition  from  their  high  schools  for 
outstanding  academic  records  and 
musical  talent.  Verna-De  Matovsky  of 
Natchitoches  High  received  a  superior 


rating  in  cello  and  was  one  of  five  youth 
selected  for  the  youth  symphony;  Gary 
Jeter  of  Central  High  received  a  full 
academic  scholarship  at  Northwestern 
University  as  a  result  of  the  recent 
NEDT  tests;  Vernon  Matovsky  was  rated 
superior  in  recent  statewide  music 
festival  held  at  Northwestern  and  is 
Junior  Chess  Champion  in  four  southern 
states;  John  Charles  Matovsky  was 
ranked  number  one  in  Louisiana  in 
calculus  and  physics  in  examinations 
given  to  20  secondary  schools  and 
colleges:  he  is  self  taught;  Amy  Bevill, 
daughter  of  Rev.  and  Mrs.  L.  R.  Bevill, 
pastor  of  College  Avenue  church 
received  recognition  from  Natchitoches 
Junior  high  for  her  attaining  a  level  in  the 
top  three  percent  of  the  nation  in  recent 
NEDT  tests. 

Delegate  packets 

Each  lay  and  clerical  member  of  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  will  re¬ 
ceive  a  packet  of  materials  promoting 
the  various  institutions  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference  at  the  session  starting  May  28 
in  Shreveport  at  Centenary  College. 

All  institutions  in  the  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference  have  been  invited  to  send  promo¬ 
tional  material  to  the  Conference  office 
at  Shreveport  for  inclusion  in  the  packet. 

The  deadline  to  get  your  information 
into  the  office  is  May  15.  Please  send  your 
promotional  material  in  by  this  date. 


Goodson  on  Protestant  Hour 


The  1974  United  Methodist  Series  on  the 
Protestant  Hour  on  radio  will  feature  for 
the  first  time  in  its  29  year  history  an 
active  bishop  of  our  church  who  will 
bring  15  consecutive  messages  beginning 
Aug.  4  and  concluding  Nov.  10.  Bishop  W. 
Kenneth  Goodson  of  the  Richmond 
(Virginia)  Area  will  be  the  speaker. 

His  theme  for  the  radio  messages  will 
be  “What  Is  God  Like?”  Some  of  the 
provoking  sermon  titles  will  be  “Guess 
Who’s  Coming  to  Dinner?”  "Will  the 
Real  Christian  Please  Stand  Up,”  and 
"Standing  Tall  on  Your  Knees.”  All  of  the 


sermons  by  Bishop  Goodson  are  based  on 
the  parables  of  Jesus. 

Along  with  the  bishop<_Jhe  Protestant 
-Hour' will  feature  one  of  the  outstanding 
black  college  choirs  from  Rust  College. 
Holly  Springs,  Mississippi.  Other  choirs 
participating  are  Birmingham  Southern 
College,  Brevard  College,  Shenandoah 
College  and  Florida  Southern  College. 

Several  radio  stations  in  Louisiana 
carry  the  Protestant  Hour.  Please  check 
your  radio  schedule  in  your  local 
newspaper 


ANDY  FOREMAN:  Rev.  Andy  Foreman 
addresses  members  and  guests  at  the 
semi-annual  meeting  of  the  "Andy 
Foreman  Ministry  in  Evangelism 
Council"  Held  Mar.  22  at  Asbury  church, 
Lafayette.  The  Council  was  jointly  hosted 
by  Asbury's  Crusaders  Choir  and  the 
Commission  on  Evangelism. 


Youth  receives 
high  ROTC  award 


CHAMPIONS:  The  girls  basketball  team  of  the  Blackwater  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Baker,  Louisiana,  won  the  state  title  in  the  recent  Natchitoches  tour¬ 
nament.  Shown  are  [FROM  LEFT]  Lydia  Phares,  Charlotte  Blakely,  coach  Hank 
Lee,  Diane  White  and  Bambi  Phares. 


The  highest  honor  in  the  Junior  ROTC 
program,  the  Legion  of  Valor  Bronze 
Cross  for  Achievement  award  has  been 
presented  to  Cadet  Lt.  Col.  Jeffrey  W. 
Jones,  one  of  12  cadets  in  the  nation  to 
receive  the  honor. 

The  Southwood  High  school  junior,  a 
member  of  Christ  church,  Shreveport,  is 
battalion  commander  at  the  school  and 
has  also  received  the  Superior  Cadet 
Ribbon,  Camp  Shreve  Ribbon  and 
Director  of  Army  Instructions  Ribbon. 
He  was  selected  from  nominees 
representing  300  public  high  schools  with 
the  Junior  ROTC  program  through  the 
nation. 

Jones  has  maintained  a  4.0  grade 
average  during  his  four  years  in  the 
ROTC  and  a  3.9  scholastic  record  at 
Southwood.  He  is  a  membt  of  the 
National  Honor  Society,  Interai  ,  Math 
and  Spanish  clubs  and  is  president  of  the 
Southwood  band. 

Jones  is  the  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  W. 
Jones  of  Shreveport  and  an  active  youth 
member  of  Christ  church. 


LOCAL  PREACHER:  Reginald  Henry 
Wilson  of  St.  Matthew  church.  New 
Orleans,  was  recently  recommended  for 
license  to  preach.  He  is  shown  above  with 
Dr.  Robert  F  Harrington,  New  Orleans 
district  superintendent  following  an 
Easter  youth  sermon  he  preached  at  St. 
M?lthew.  Rev.  Eddie  Carter  is  pastor. 


Summer  seminars 


for  educators 


Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield  dedicated 
the  new  Memorial  Walkway  at  the 
MacDonell  Childrens  Services  in  Houma, 


Crutchfield 


Sunday,  Apr.  21.  The  walkway  has  a 
number  of  live  oaks  planted  along  its 
path  given  in  loving  memory  of:  Mr. 
Wallace  Quinn,  Elwood  Brady,  Mrs. 
Georgia  Monk  Lusk,  John  W.  Lusk,  Miss 
Ella  K.  Hooper,  founder  and  Miss  Laura 
N.  White,  co-founder. 

Rev.  Joe  Rountree,  pastor,  Houma 
Heights  church,  was  the  liturgist.  Rev. 
Kenneth  McDowell,  Lafayette  district 
superintendent  and  Rev.  Jerome  Cain, 
pastor  First  church,  Houma  assisted. 


Mrs.  A.  N.  McIntyre,  presented  the 
memorials,  representing  the  board  of 
directors  of  the  children’s  home.  Mr. 
Gerald  Bridges,  ASCW,  executive 
director,  accepted  the  memorials  for 
dedication. 


Miss  Mary  Francis  Riggins  sang  solos 
including  "The  Lord’s  Prayer.” 


This  summer,  special  seminars  for  the 
training  of  local  church  Educational 
Assistants  will  be  available  at  five  United 
Methodist  Seminaries.  Full  information 
may  be  obtained  by  writing  to  the  per¬ 
sons  listed  below. 

Jun.  17-28:  Perkins  School  of  Theology, 
Dallas,  Texas.  Focus:  Foundations  of 
Christian  Education.  Write:  Rev.  C. 
Wayne  Banks,  Perkins  School  of 
Theology,  SMU,  Dallas,  Texas  75275. 

Jul.  7-19:  Scarritt  College  for  Christian 
Workers,  Nashville,  Tennessee.  Focus  I : 
Foundations  of  Christian  Education; 
Focus  II:  Bible.  Write  Dr.  Robert  E. 
Reber,  Center  of  Continuing  Education, 
Scarritt  College,  Nashville,  Tennessee 
37203. 

Jul  15-26:  Wesley  Theological 
Seminary,  Washington,  D.  C.  Focus  I: 
Theology;  Focus  II:  Bible,  Focus  III: 
Educational  Resources  for  Congrega¬ 
tional  Development.  Write  Dr.  Robert  R. 
Powell,  Wesley  Theological  Seminary, 
4400  Massachusetts  Avenue,  N.W.,  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.C.  20016. 

July  22-Aug.  2:  School  of  Theology  at 
Claremont,  Claremont,  California. 
Focus:  Foundations  of  Christian 
Education.  Write  Dr.  Allen  J.  Moore, 
School  of  Theology  at  Claremont, 
Foothill  Boulevard  at  College  Avenue, 
Claremont,  California  91711. 

Aug.  5-16:  The  Iliff  School  of  Theology, 
Denver,  Colorado.  Focus:  Educational 
Resources  for  Congregational  Develop¬ 
ment.  Write  Dr.  Kent  Harold  Richards, 
The  Iliff  School  of  Theology,  2201  South 
University  Boulevard,  Denver,  Colorado 

an?, in _ 

The  starting  time  for  the  Annual 
Conference  Session  as  shown  in  the 
Pre-Conference  Reports  is  in 
error.  The  correct  starting  time  is 
3:00  P.,M.,  Tuesday,  May  28,  1974. 

At  that  time,  Holy  Communion  and 
the  Service  of  Commemoration 
will  be  held  at  First  Church, 
Shreveport.  PleSSe  notify  all 
pastors  and  lay  members. 


NEW  SCOTT  CHURCH:  Consecration  services  were  held  in 
the  new  Scott  church  sanctuary  in  Port  Allen  March  24,  con¬ 
ducted  by  Rev.  Robert  B.  Crichlow,  district  superintendent. 
Scott  church  is  102  years  old.  the  only  United  Methodist  church 
in  Port  Allen  and  one  of  only  two  in  West  Baton  Rouge  parish. 


The  1964  member  church  is  pastored  by  Rev.  W.  C.  August, 
Sr.  Visiting  ministers  at  the  services  were  Dr.  D.  L.  McGuire. 
Dr.  L.  L.  Haynes,  Jr.,  Revs.  George  W.  Calvin,  W.  R.  Miller,  A. 
D.  Ennis,  Sale  Lilly  and  Robert  Miller,  along  with  other  guests 
including  Red  Marrs,  Baton  Rouge  district  lay  leader. 


Advance  Special:  Lydia  Patterson  Institution 


Lydia  Patterson  Institute  is  one  of 
three  institutions  owned  by  the  South 
Central  Jurisdiction  of  the  United 
Methodist  church.  There  is  a  total 
student  enrollment  of  524  at  this  time, 
with  457  students  living  across  the  river 
in  Mexico,  and  the  balance  in  El  Paso, 
Texas. 

The  school  is  in  a  financial  crisis,  due 
to  14  of  the  17  annual  conferences  in  the 
South  Central  Jurisdiction,  of  which 
Louisiana  is  a  member,  not  paying  their 
Advance  goals  in  full.  There  is  a  budget 
deficit  of  $19,504.13. 

The  school  provides  educational  op¬ 
portunities  from  the  7th  through  the  12th 
grades,  and  special  classes  in  English.  It 
is  the  only  institution  where  many  of  the 
students  can  go  to  receive  educational 


opportunities.  Tuition  costs  are  only 
$27.00  per  student,  compared  to  $65.00  per 
month  for  El  Paso  public  schools  and 
from  $530.00  to  $1,154.00  for  local  private 
schools. 

A  Christian  influence  is  a  part  of  all 
activities  at  Lydia  Patterson  Institute. 
Morning  devotionals  are  given  every 
day;  chapel  is  held  each  Thursday 
morning,  with  the  chaplain  preaching. 

The  present  annual  budget  is 
$438,451.13,  and  the  school  is  $19,504.13 
short,  due  to  14  of  the  17  annual  con¬ 
ferences  not  paying  their  advance 
special  goals  in  full.  Special  salary 
support  appropriation  from  the  National 
Division,  Global  Ministries  will  be  ended 
at  the  end  of  this  year. 

Lydia  Patterson  Institute  is  a  most  real 


mission  opportunity  on  the  front  doorstep 
of  the  South  Central  Jurisdiction.  It 
belongs  to  us. 


LYDIA  PATTERSON:  Rev.  Henry 
Blount,  pastor,  First  church,  Nat¬ 
chitoches,  [LEFT],  speaks  with  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  Noe  E.  Gonzales  at  the  Lydia 
Patterson  Institute  in  El  Paso,  Texas. 
Dr.  Gonzales  is  president  of  the  in¬ 
stitution.  Mr.  Blount  and  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
McGowan  of  Baton  Rouge,  are  members 
of  the  Board  of  Trustees. 

Bill  Mann 
in  Mansfield 

Bill  Mann,  na¬ 
tionally  known 
evangelistic  singer 
from  Dallas,  Texas, 
will  hold  special 
services  at  First 
Church  in  Mans¬ 
field,  May  12-14,  be¬ 
ginning  each  eve¬ 
ning  at  7:30  P.M. 

No  stranger  to  Mann 

Louisiana,  the  noted  singer  and  song 
leader  has  traveled  all  parts  of  the  state 
in  concern  and  evangelistic  work. 

Rev.  Ed  O.  Pickens,  pastor,  says  the 
theme  for  Bill  Mann’s  three-night  pre¬ 
sentation  is  "Blessed  Assurance.” 


Bishop’s  message 

The  Sunday  after  Easter  is  traditionally  known  as  Low  Sunday,  but  it  was 
anything  but  low  for  us.  Mrs.  Crutchfield  and  I  went  to  Golden  Meadow  where  a 
sermon  was  delivered  and  the  beautiful  church  edifice,  the  educational 
building,  and  the  parsonage  were  all  dedicated  debt-free.  The  morning  worship 
service  was  attended  by  more  than  300  persons,  116  of  whom  were  youth!! 

The  pastoral  charge  is  rather  unique  in  that  the  pastor  finds  it  necessary  to 
use  a  boat  to  visit  several  of  his  parishioners,  the  number  of  which  is  growing  as 
indicated  by  the  10  who  came  forward  for  membership  at  the  close  of  the  ser¬ 
vice.  The  scripture  lesson  was  read  in  the  French  language,  according  to 
custom  in  this  congregation,  and  the  offertory  solo  was  offered  also  in  French. 
When  the  choir  stood  to  sing  their  anthem  I  heard  the  familiar  tune  to  the 
"Church  In  The  Wildwood,”  but  they  began  by  singing: 

"There’s  a  church  in  the  meadow  by  the  bayou  .  .  .  etc.  .  . 

...  O  come,  come,  come,  come.  .  . 

Come  to  the  church  by  the  bayou.  .  .” 

It  was  inspiring. 

A  big  Sunday  dinner  was  provided  at  the  high  school  where  a  magnificent 
celebration  cake  was  presented.  We  were  told  that  the  lady  who  baked  and 
decorated  the  cake  had  been  up  all  night  at  her  task.  With  slices  of  cake  we  were 
served  delicious  bayou  coffee,  “strong  enough  to  float  an  iron  wedge.”  We 
really  enjoyed  the  visit. 

Later  in  the  day  we  participated  in  the  dedication  of  the  memorial  lane  of  live 
oak  trees  on  the  campus  of  the  McDonnell  Children’s  Center.  This  splendid 
home  for  children  is  performing  a  magnificent  Christian  service  and  we  en¬ 
joyed  that  occasion  also. 

Beautiful  things  happen  all  around  our  conference.  It  is  a  joy  to  share  in  these 


CONFIRMATION  CLASS:  St.  Paul’s  church  in  Monroe  reports  30  young  people  received  into  the  membership,  10  of  whom  were 
baptized.  38  adult  members  joined,  making  a  total  of  77  new  members  since  Jan.  — 


1.  Rev.  James  Stovall  is  pastor. 


1976  General  Conference 
to  be  in  Portland,  Oregon 


Death 

Jason  A.  Alford: 

The  Reverend  Jason  A.  Alford,  96,  of 
Minden,  Louisiana,  a  retired  member  of 
the  Louisiana  Conference,  died  at  his 
residence  April  28,  following  a  short 
illness. 

Funeral  services  were  held  at  2:00  PM 
April  30  at  First  church,  Minden,  under 
the  direction  of  Rose-Neath  Funeral 
Home.  Assisting  in  the  services  were 
Rev.  Kirby  Vining,  Rev.  Ralph  Cain, 
Rev.  John  M.  Lee,  and  Rev.  Joe  H. 
Robinson.  Interment  was  in  the 
Applewhite  Cemetery  in  Cotton  Valley. 

The  Reverence  Mr.  Alford  was  born 
and  raised  in  Mississippi.  He  served  for 
43  years  in  the  Louisiana  Conference, 
being  admitted  in  1904.  He  served  as 
Golden  Cross  chaplain  in  the  New 
Orleans  Hospitals  and  churches  in  New 
Orleans,  Rayville,  and  Slidell,  among 
others. 

He  is  survived  by  his  widow,  the  for¬ 
mer  Carrie  Ava  Morton,  a  retired 
missionary  in  China,  and  18  nieces  and 
nephews.  For  some  years,  Mr.  Alford 
was  the  oldest  living  minister  in  the 
Louisiana  Conference.  A  photo  of  Mr. 
Alford  was  printed  in  the  May  3  issue  of 
this  paper. 


Increased  costs  of  travel  and  inflation 
have  been  of  special  concern  to  the 
Commission  on  General  Conference 
which  met  in  February  to  work  on  plans 
for  the  1976  General  Conference,  set  to 
begin  April  27,  1976  in  the  Coliseum  in 
Portland,  Oregon.  For  the  first  time 
since  1952,  all  the  plenary  meetings  and 
all  the  legislative  committees  will  meet 
under  the  same  roof,  and  food  service  in 
the  building  will  also  be  able  to  provide 
lunch  and  dinner  for  the  1,000  delegates. 

Faced  with  a  top  budget  limitation  of 
just  over  $1  million,  the  Commission 
agreed  to  seek  all  means  possible  to  save 
time  and  increase  efficiency.  The  "all 
under  one  roof”  policy  is  expected  to 
save  the  delegate’s  time  and  perhaps 
increase  efficiency  by  reducing  fatigue. 
The  Rev.  Norman  Conard,  Evanston, 
facilities  director,  said  the  arrangement 
might  well  save  a  day  of  convention  time, 
and  important  factor  when  delegates’  per 
diem  allowance  is  sure  to  exceed  the  $20 
paid  in  1972. 

The  1973  conference  in  Atlanta, 


Georgia  cost  $950,000  and  the  Portland 
session  is  expected  to  require  at  least 
$100,000  more  in  travel  for  delegates 
which,  with  per  diem,  requires  about  one- 
half  the  total  budget.  Because  of  two  such 
conference  during  the  last  quadrennium, 
no  funds  remain  in  reserve,  according  to 
A.  G.  Jefferson,  Lynchburg,  Va.,  finance 
chairman. 

Exploration  of  possible  savings  in  the 
content  and  printing  of  the  Daily 
Christian  Advocate  (DCA)  was  ordered, 
since  that  publication  of  all  reports  and 
verbatim  proceedings  used  more  than 
$250,000  in  1972. 

The  Tuesday  start  is  a  departure  from 
the  Sunday  opening  of  recent  sessions  but 
nearer  that  of  earlier  years.  Adjourn¬ 
ment  date  is  up  to  the  delegates  but 
recent  sessions  have  lasted  10-12  days 
(not  counting  weekends). 

According  to  reports,  there  are  at  least 
2,500  hotel  rooms  assured  for  the  1976 
General  Conference,  as  well  as  a  shuttle 
bus  system  for  those  net  near  the  river¬ 
side  Coliseum. 
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Editorials 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Special  needs  &  special  offerings 


Is  the  church's  leadership  carrying  a 
good  thing  too  far  in  presenting  special 
needs  and  special  offerings? 

Surely  this  question  is  being  asked  by 
some  pastors  and  laypersons  as  two 
churchwide  appeals  are  made  during 
May  (tornado  and  famine  relief  on  May 
12  and  Wesley  Chapel  restoration  on  May 
•26).  Additionally,  several  annual  confer- 
•  ences  have  scheduled  special  offerings  of 
their  own  during  May. 

In  a  recent  discussion  with  a  group  of 
pastors,  Dr.  Tracey  Jones,  General 
Secretary  of  United  Methodism’s  Board 
of  Global  Ministries,  presented  an  inter¬ 
esting  insight  into  this  question.  He 

-  stated  that  the  United  Methodist  Com- 
>mittee  on  Relief  has  developed  an 

anonymous  but  dependable  “constitu¬ 
ency,”  i.e.  persons  who  respond  over 
and  above  their  regular  giving  to  the 
church,  when  human  need  is  created  by 
natural  disasters. 

A  similar  but  somewhat  different 

-  “constituency”  no  doubt  will  consider  the 
restoration  of  Wesley’s  Chapel  worth  an 


“over  and  above"  gift.  A  myriad  of 
special  “constituencies”  no  doubt  exist  in 
relation  to  particular  causes  and  institu¬ 
tions  within  every  conference  in  Method¬ 
ism. 

There  is  undoubtedly  a  point  at  which 
special  offerings  could  be  overdone  — 
where  the  amount  given  to  all  such 
offerings  would  become  miniscule,  or 
where  the  “special”  offerings  would 
adversely  affect  the  “regular”  offerings. 

We  believe,  however,  that  most  United 
Methodists  are  far  from  reaching  that 
point.  Few  of  us  cannot  afford  to  give  an 
extra  $1  or  $5  for  a  cause  in  which  we 
believe.  Most  of  us  could  afford  that 
extra  amount  twice  or  thrice  on  the  same 
day  if  the  needs  were  sufficiently  great. 

So  long  as  we  asked  for  special 
offerings  only  when  there  are  special 
needs,  we  believe  United  Methodists  can 
be  counted  on  to  respond.  We  believe  both 
the  relief  offering  and  the  Wesley’s 
Chapel  offering  are  worthy  of  special 
support  by  the  church’s  membership. 


No  tax  threat  to  church  gifts 


Most  Christians  respond  well  to  the 
responsibility  they  feel  for  exercising 
moral  influence  in  our  society.  One 
traditional  outlet  has  been  writing  sena¬ 
tors  and  congressional  representatives 
,on  the  vital  issues  of  the  day.  Such 
•expressions  of  opinion  are  known  to 
weigh  heavily  on  their  voting  decisions. 

Sometimes,  however,  good  intentions 
don’t  match  the  facts,  and  well-meaning 
persons  are  lead  astray  on  false  issues. 

One  such  incident  recently  had  church 
people  writing  CBS-TV  to  protest  their 
alleged  decision  to  show  x-rated  movies. 
As  it  turned  out,  CBS  had  never  made 
any  such  decision. 

Now  thanks  again  to  some  zealous 
church  persons  who  have  heard  a  rumor 
and  spread  it  without  checking  the  facts, 
many  persons  are  up  in  arms  about  some 
tax  bills  which,  it  is  feared,  would 
terminate  tax  deductions  to  churches  and 
other  charitable  institutions. 

.  In  fact,  the  bills  are  dead  and  have 
been  for  a  good  while. 

This  is  the  situation :  In  1972,  Congress¬ 
man  Wilbur  Mills  (D.-Ark.),  who  hap¬ 


pens  to  be  a  United  Methodist,  co-spon¬ 
sored  a  bill  which  he  insists  was  to  “call 
to  the  attention  of  the  general  public  that 
there  are  54  tax-preferential  clauses  in 
the  Internal  Revenue  Code,  of  which 
contributions  to  churches  and  charities  is 
only  one.” 

Rep.  Mills  accomplished  his  purpose, 
probably  beyond  his  wildest  imagination. 
His  office  was  flooded  with  calls.  The 
people  did  their  things,  and  the  bill  is 
dead.  (Other  similar  bills  have  died  in 
committee. ) 

Many  people  are  still  doing  their  thing, 
even  though  it’s  now  two  years  after  the 
fact,  and  the  battle  is  over. 

This  incident  serves  well  to  demon¬ 
strate  our  convictions  about  the  worth  of 
preferred  treatment  for  persons  who 
undergird  the  religious  and  charitable 
enterprises  of  our  society,  thus  helping 
insure  their  survival. 

Alleluia!  But  the  job  is  done  for  now. 
It’s  time  to  call  off  the  dogs  on  this  issue, 
and  spend  our  energies  on  matters 
currently  under  discussion. 


How  would  you  liuve  scored? 

Car  Rally  offers  valuable 
opportunity  to  test 
Christian  convictions 


WEXFORD,  Pa.  —  Ever  wonder 
what  would  happen  if  you  had  to 
pass  an  examination  on  your  Chris¬ 
tian  faith? 

# 

Well,  being  human  you  probably 
wouldn’t  score  100,  but  you’d  pro¬ 
bably  learn  a  lot  in  the  process. 

At  least  that's  what  happened 
when  Jack  Sheehan  designed  a  fun 
and  frolic  “Car  Rally”  for  members 
of  Salem  United  Methodist  Church 
here.  The  rally  was  also  a  test,  but 
no  one  scored  100. 

Participants  in  the  15-mile  rally 
were  given  a  series  of  non-sensical 
questions  and  riddles,  the  answers  to 
which  they  were  to  find  en  route. 
Questions  included  determining  the 
number  of  fire  hydrants  between 
two  points  and  looking  for  a  shed 
with  a  sign  advertising  goat’s  milk 
fudge. 

However,  there  was  also  a  list  of 
“loaded  questions”  which  proved  to 
be  the  real  test.  The  questions  were: 

•  ‘How  many  Salem  Church  signs 
did  you  pass  on  this  route?” 

•  ‘The  Bible  talks  about  a  road 
between  Jerusalem  and  Jericho. 
There  is  a  similar  road  in  this  rally. 
What  is  its  name?” 

•  ‘How  can  you  get  more  for  less?” 

The  first  question  posed  little 

difficulty,  and  most  persons  found 
the  answer  readily. 

However,  only  one  person  discov¬ 
ered  the  answer  to  the  second.  No 


one  discovered  the  answer  to  the  last 
question. 

The  road  referred  to  in  the  second 
question  was  the  road  on  which  the 
Good  Samaritan  performed  his  act 
of  kindness. 

But  all  the  cars  were  in  such  a 
hurry  to  reach  the  finish  line  that 
they  didn’t  recognize  the  signifi¬ 
cance  of  a  stalled  car  on  a  lonely, 
isolated  road  containing  an  unfami¬ 
liar  family.  As  in  the  Biblical 
parable,  all  but  one  of  the  Christians 
passed  the  stranded  family  by. 

The  last  question,  "How  do  you  get 
more  for  less?”,  made  reference  to 
Jesus’  promise  of  fulfillment  to 
those  who  relinquish  their  lives  for 
others. 

At  the  finish  line  the  racers  tallied 
their  points  and  were  paid  off  —  in 
play  money  —  by  Mr.  Sheehan. 

On  a  nearby  table  stood  an 
offering  box  with  a  sign  which  read 
"Give  to  the  poor;  play  money 
accepted.”  No  one  gave;  no  one  got 
more  for  less.  All  were  oblivious  to 
the  Biblical  injunction:  “But  many 
that  are  first  will  be  last,  and  the  last 
first.” 

Many  people  later  admitted  that 
the  attraction  of  winning  the  most 
prize  money  at  the  end  of  the  rally 
probably  diverted  their  attention 
from  the  stranded  family  and  the 
offering  plate. 

“But  in  failing  the  test,”  con¬ 
cluded  Mr.  Sheehan,  “they  learned  a 
real  lesson:  it’s  the  race  that  really 
counts,  not  the  victory  banquet.” 


Here  I  Stand 


MAY  10,  1974 


New  delegate  selection 
plans  need  consideration 


Letters  to  the  editor 


By  JOSEPH  MITCHELL 

Your  editorial  entitled  “Will  streakers 
come  to  annual  conference?”  (TM/ 
UMR,  March  15),  made  me  reflect  on  a 
subject  which  I  believe  annual  confer¬ 
ences  should  consider  this  year:  the 
procedures  by  which  delegates  are 
elected  to  jurisdictional  and  general 
conferences.  As  you  pointed  out, 
although  these  elections  are  a  year  off, 
aspirants  will  start  running  for  places 
this  year  by  making  “impressive/  long 
winded  reports”  at  annual  conferences, 
hoping  thereby  to  gain  the  kind  of 
“exposure”  that  is  needed  for  election. 
You  suggested,  facetiously,  the  “streak¬ 
ing”  could  become  an  alternative  way  of 
achieving  visibility. 

I  seriously  propose  other  ways  of 
revealing  aspiring  delegates’  qualifica¬ 
tions.  This  year’s  annual  conferences 
should  elect  committees  that  would 
develop  plans  for  the  use  of  open 
nominations,  open  discussions,  and  quota 
systems  in  next  year’s  elections. 

These  jurisdictional  and  general 
conference  delegates  have  normally 
been  elected  by  use  of  the  ecclesiastical 
ballot.  However,  this  kind  of  ballot  is  not 
“Disciplinary”  and  does  not  assure  that 
elections  will  be  the  work  of  the  Holy 
Spirit.  As  Keith  Bridston  has  pointed  out 
in  his  book,  “Church  Politics,”  the 
ecclesiastical  ballot  places  a  high 
premium  on  visibility— a  visibility  that 
frequently  has  little  to  do  with  the 
qualifications  for  the  office  to  be  filled. 
Furthermore,  the  ecclesiastical  ballot 
prevents  open  discussion  of  the  qualifica¬ 
tions  of  potential  candidates  and  encour¬ 
ages  small  groups  to  meet  in  private  and 
decide  which  of  their  number  ought  to  be 
elected.  Open  nominations— either  by 
petitions  or  by  nominating  sessions  of  the 
annual  conferences— would  help  to  cor¬ 
rect  the  secretive  elitism  which  char¬ 
acterizes  many  United  Methodist 
elections. 

In  order  to  correct  gross  under-repre- 
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sentations  of  many  groups,  I  believe  it  is 
time  for  the  introduction  of  quota 
systems.  Every  annual  conference  ought 
to  require  at  least  fifty  percent  of  the  lay 
delegates  to  be  women.  Women  make  up 
more  than  half  the  local  church  member¬ 
ship  in  virtually  every  annual  confer¬ 
ence,  but  in  1972  less  than  one  fourth  of 
the  lay  delegates  to  the  jurisdictional 
conferences  were  women.  In  addition, 
the  underrepresentation  and  overpresen¬ 
tation  of  groups  among  ministers  could 
be  corrected  by  quota  systems.  In  1972, 
district  superintendents  made  up  almost 
one  third  of  the  jurisdictional  conference 
delegates,  yet  less  than  two  percent  of 
the  ministers  were  serving  on  districts.  I 
suggest  that  a  quota  system  for  ministers 
based  on  either  position,  or  age,  or  some 
combination  of  these  two  factors  be 
established. 

Since  how  delegates  are  chosen  has 
much  to  do  with  who  the  delegates  are, 
we  need  to  change  the  “how”  in  order  to 
change  the  “who”.  Perhaps  it  will  take  a 
streaker  or  two  to  get  the  attention  of  the 
annual  conference,  but  the  hard  task  of 
changing  the  system  will  take  commit¬ 
ment  from  the  annual  conferences, 
elections— in  1974— of  committees  to 
work  out  appropriate  plans,  and  imple¬ 
mentation  of  these  plans  in  1975.  Streak 
for  attention,  but  work  for  justice! 


Readers  express  their  views  ‘potpourri  style’ 


Support  for  reform  of 
■TV  programing  urged 

To  the  Editor: 

Following  is  the  content  of  a  letter  that 
'  Was  sent  to  three  major  television  net- 
.  works  on  behalf  of  the  Adult  Sunday 
•School  Class  of  our  local  church.  I  hope 
you  will  share  this  letter  with  your 
readers  in  the  hope  that  those  who  agree 
with  opinions  expressed  might  join  us  in 
efforts  to  gain  more  wholesome 
television  programming. 

We  the  undersigned  would  like  to  ex¬ 
press  our  concerns  relative  to  the  nature 
of  current  trends  in  television 
programming.  These  concerns  stem 
primarily  from  the  preoccupation  with 
violence,  sex,  and  alcohol. 

We  believe  that  the  almost  constant 
diet  of  violence  that  permeates  many  of 
the  programs  has  long-range  detrimental 
effects,  particularly  on  our  nation’s 
young  people.  The  message  conveyed  all 
too  often  is  that  a  gun  offers  a  quick  and 
easy  solution  to  a  problem.  In  short, 
violence  is  glorified.  Although  studies 
may  be  inconclusive,  we  believe  the 
burden  of  proof  is  on  the  industry. 

We  concede  that  sexuality  is  an  im¬ 
portant  part  of  our  existence.  We  do  not 
believe,  however,  that  it  is  the  over¬ 
whelming  concern  as  portrayed  in  much 
of  television’s  programming.  The  result 
is  to  cheapen  and  debase  an  otherwise 
beautiful  human  experience. 

Saying  nothing  of  the  many  other 
undesirable  consequences  of  the  abuse  of 
alcohol,  it  is  directly  responsible  for 
more  than  twenty-five  thousand  of  our 
approximately  fifty  thousand  highway 
deaths  each  year.  We  believe  that 
television  should  re-evaluate  its 
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programming  in  light  of  this  regrettable 
statistic.  Just  because  alcohol  abuse  is 
widespread  is  no  justification  for  con¬ 
stantly  glorifying  the  roles  of  those  who 
engage  in  its  abuse. 

The  question  is  whether  television  is 
merely  going  to  mirror  the  weaknesses  of 
our  society  or  use  creative  and 
imaginative  talents  to  magnify  the 
higher  intellectual,  artistic,  and  spiritual 
achievements  of  man.  We  strongly  urge 
you  to  choose  the  latter  course. 

Lowell  W.  Bowden 
Cumberland  Furnace,  Tennessee 

/  like  old  buildings , 

but  not  that  much 

To  the  Editor: 

In  reading  your  editorial  “Wesley’s 
Chapel:  dig  deeply”  (TM/  UMR,  April 
26),  I  really  am  surprised  that  the 
Methodist  Church  in  England  wants  to 
spend  $2  million  dollars  to  rebuild  an  old 
building.  I  like  old  buildings  but  not  to 
spend  that  kind  of  money  on.  Can’t  it  be 
rebuilt  in  a  smaller  structure  and  still 
have  the  same  feeling?  I  think  the 
property  is  valuable  but  we  do  not  need  to 
fix  up  something  that  needs  so  much 
repair. 

I  do  not  think  John  Wesley  would  want 
all  that  money  spent  on  one  thing.  We 
need  money  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church  for  so  many  things.  When  Wesley 
was  a  circuit  rider,  I  think  he  thought 
people  were  more  important  than 
buildings. 

May  God’s  direction  be  given  to  this 
project.  Mrs.  Clifford  Larsen 

Northfield,  Minnesota 

Can't  U'e  care  for  both 

the  Chapel  and  the  needy ? 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  sorry  to  take  issue  with  the  lady’s 
letter  in  the  April  12  issue  of  TM/  UMR: 
“Wesley  Chapel  appeal:  a  sheer  waste.” 

Every  time  I  go  to  London  I  attend 
services  in  Wesley  Chapel,  and  I  have 
always  thanked  God  for  the  one  who 
established  our  Methodist  Church.  To  me 
it  is  a  monument,  a  shrine;  and  I  think 
any  Methodist  would  be  glad  to  help 
preserve  this  Wesley  Chapel  and  the 
burial  place  of  John  Wesley. 

Of  course,  I  agree  that  we  should  take 
care  of  our  needy  people.  But,  cannot  we 
do  both?  Mrs.  J.J.  Perkins 

Wichita  Falls,  Texas 
We  need  to  heed  Bishops' 
Call  in  word  and  deed 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  the  newly  elected  chairperson  for 
Christian  Social  Involvement  in  my 
district. 

Our  priorities  this  year  are  contained 
in  the  "Bishop’s  Call  For  Peace  and  the 
Self -Development  of  Peoples.”  We  have 
been  a  long  time  getting  around  to  the 
church’s  business  of  halting  our  gradual 
procession  down  the  war  path.  So  now  we 
must  work  doubly  hard,  to  make  up  in 
part  for  the  time  lost.  Of  course  we  can 
never  undo  all  the  terrible  wrongs  we 
have  allowed  to  be  done  to  countries  and 
people. 

Part  of  the  process  of  implementing 
the  Bishop's  Call  is  answering  the  appeal 
of  Church  World  Service  for  clothing  and 
blankets.  I  am  aware  of  the  poverty 
throughout  the  world,  as  I  witnessed  it  in 
my  travels  throughout  Asia,  Africa  and 
Latin  America  as  well  as  pockets  of  want 
in  the  slums  of  most  of  America’s  cities.  I 
am  anxious  that  we  contribute 


generously  of  our  good,  used  clothing 
that  we  and  our  children  have  outgrown 
or  discarded.  •• 

Also  as  a  part  of  the  “S^lf- 
Development  of  Peoples,”  I  want  to  urge 
all  our  members  to  be  conscious  of  the 
political  actions  of  our  states  and  nation. 
I  have  heard  the  remark  that  “Politics  is 
dirty;”  if  that  is  so,  then  who  is 
responsible?  As  to  Politics  and  religion 
not  miiirig  —  Are  not  we  Christians  on 
Monday  as  well  as  Sunday?  Are  we 
Christians  when  we  go  to  the  polls  to 
vote? 

History  is  a  steady  account  of  am¬ 
bitious  nations  taking  advantage  of 
weaker  nations.  For  example,  black 
people  in  Angola,  Mozambique,  Rhodesia 
and  Union  of  South  Africa  are  denied 
their  civil  rights  and  are  virtual  slaves  of 
their  dictator  regimes.  Many  people  of 
our  own  nation  have  been  denied  the  civil 
rights  guaranteeed  by  our  Constitution. 

All  people  in  the  world  are  our  brothers 
and  sisters.  To  be  worthy  of  the  name, 
Christian,  we  must  follow  Christ’s 
example  more  closely  in  the  future  than 
we  have  done  in  the  past. 

Ruth  N.  Spencer 
Oakland,  California 
Evangelical  non  - evangelical 
distinction  is  very  simple 
To  the  Editor: 

The  reason  that  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  and  the  Evangelical  Missions 
Council  cannot  agree  on  “what  is  an 
evangelical  mission”  (TM/  UMR)  is 
simply  that  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  is  both  ignorant  and  obstinate. 
An  evangelical  missionary  spreads  the 
message  of  the  saving  grace  of  Jesus 
Christ.  It  has  nothing  to  do  with  Women’s 
Lib,  Civil  Rights,  or  any  other  cause 
championed  by  left-wing  theologians. 

It  doesn’t  require  an  individual  to 
“play  God”  to  discern  whether  a 
missionary  is  evangelical  or  not 
evangelical.  Let  him  speak  for  five 
minutes  and  my  12-year-old  daughter  can 
tell.  The  answer  to  your  question,  "And 
what  are  you  going  to  do  with  the  people 
you  decide  are  not  evangelical?”  is 
pretty  simple.  You  don’t  send  them  to 
evangelize! 

The  United  Methodist  Church  is  more 
concerned  with  left-wing  social  issues 
than  it  is  with  the  salvation  of  the  human 
soul.  I  believe  that  this  attitude  exists 
because  agnosticism  is  stylish  among 
left-wing  intellectuals.  If  you  ask  a  born- 
again  Christian  what  an  evangelical 
missionary  is,  you  get  a  straight  fdPtoard 
and  predictable  answer.  If  you  present 
the  same  question  to  one  of  our  agnostic 
Ph.D’s,  there  is  no  telling  what  his  an¬ 
swer  will  be,  except  to  say  that  the  saving 
grace  of  Jesus  Christ  will  not  be  part  of  it. 

I  am  eternally  grateful  to  the  Lord  that 
the  Apostles  of  the  early  Church  were 
made  of  considerably  better  stuff  than 
our  contemporary  theologians. 

Royce  A.  Currieo 
Tulsa,  Oklahoma 
Ytntr  sensationalism 
created  false  impressions 
To  the  Editor: 

In  the  April  26, 1974  issue  you  have  this 
caption,  “Case  of  homosexual  con¬ 
sidered,  Judicial  Council  gives  former 
minister  chance  for  readmission.”  Sir, 
the  Judicial  Council  did  not  give  Mr. 
Gene  Leggett  a  chance  for  readmission. 
He  already  had  that.  He  had  that  chance 
from  the  moment  he  was  given  involun¬ 
tary  location.  The  next  year  after  his 


involuntary  location  he  appeared  before 
the  district  Committee  on  the  Ministry,  of 
which  I  was  a  member,  and  we  voted  him 
down.  The  following  year  he  tried  for  re- 
admission  by  going  directly  to  the  con¬ 
ference  Board  of  the  Ministry,  and  they 
refused  him.  He  was  refused  on  both 
occasions  because  he  is  deemed  unac¬ 
ceptable  for  the  ministry.  The  Judicial 
Council  did  not  restore  any  legal  status  or 
open  any  legal  doors  for  Mr.  Leggett. 

Furthermore,  the  caption  suggests  that 
the  Judicial  Council  gave  a  ruling  favor¬ 
ing  admitting  homosexual  persons  into 
the  ordained  ministry.  That  is  not  the 
fact,  nor  is  it  a  truthful  implication. 

You  certainly  owe  it  to  your  readers  to 
correct  these  false  impressions.  We  have 
been  treated  this  way  by  the  commercial 
press  numerous  times  in  connection  with 
the  Gene  Leggett  case  and  that  is  some¬ 
what  understandable  since  it  helps  sell 
papers,  but  I  see  no  excuse  for  sensa¬ 
tionalism  in  TM/UMR. 

I  think  that  you  should  have  high¬ 
lighted  the  fact  that  the  Judicial  Council 
ruled  that  the  action  of  the  Southwest 
Texas  Conference  in  giving  Mr.  Leggett 
involuntary  location  was  legal.  It  is  also 
significant  that  the  Council  ruled  that 
Mr.  Leggett  is  not  eligible  for  a  trial. 
Unless  he  can  think  of  something  else, 
some  loophole  or  whatever,  Mr.  Leggett 
has  exhausted  the  approaches  by  which 
he  might  once  again  be  an  ordained 
minister  in  the  Southwest  Texas  Con¬ 
ference.  This  fact  is  newsworthy. 

Many  church  members  are  already 
distrustful  of  officialdom  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  Your  treatment  of  the 
Gene  Leggett  case  before  the  Judicial 
Council  has  by  giving  false  impressions 
enlarged  that  distrust. 

David  C.  Paul 

Edinburg,  Texas 

Amnesty  calls  repudiated 

To  the  Editor: 

An  answer  to  amnesty:  the  recent  war 
in  Southeast  Asia  has  been  called  Illegal. 
Let  me  remind  all  who  so  speak  that  in 
the  1950’ s  our  country  signed  a  treaty 
that  bound  us  to  support  small  countries 
from  aggression,  and  this  treaty  was 
approved  by  the  Congress  of  the  U.S.  Yet, 
some  of  the  same  people  who  voted  FOR 
this  treaty  are  now  weeping  with  the  do- 
gooders  calling  for  amnesty. 

Under  the  Selective  Service  Act,  there 
is  ample  provision  for  any  person  who 
really  objects  to  fighting,  and  may  I 
remind  the  weeping  yellowbacks  that 
many  of  those  who  were  honest  in  their 
objection  served  with  yeoman  service  in 
non-combat  work. 

May  I  suggest  that  those  who  now  call 
for  amnesty  to  go  to  a  recruiting  office 


and  read  a  set  of  enlistment  papers,  there 
to  find  the  status  of  a  member  of  the 
military  service  who  deserts  especially 
while  our  country  is  in  combat.  The 
enlistee  swears  to  uphold  our  country  and 
obey  any  order  given  by  the  Commander- 
in*Chief  or  his  duly  appointed  officers. 
Those  who  ran  are  as  guilty  of  breaking 
the  law  as  a  holdup  man  or  any  other  law¬ 
breaker  and  should  have  to  face  the 
punishment  for  his  act,  just  as  any  other 
law  breaker.  However,  now  they  want  to 
come  back  and  enjoy  the  benefits  of  our 
great  country  which  many  of  us  gave  up 
years  in  service  to  protect.  I  gave  four 
years  of  my  life  in  service  and  when  I  get 
that  Social  Security  check  each  month,  I 
can  feel  that  I  had  a  part  in  protecting  the 
many  thousands  that  also  get  one,  for  I 
did  not  run  from  my  responsibility. 

So  for  one,  if  these  law  breakers  are  not 
willing  to  face  the  just  punishment  for 
their  illegal  act,  then  I  say  they  have  no 
place  in  our  good  old  U.S. A.  and  can  live 
out  their  unhappy  lives  in  a  foreign  land 
and  die  with  the  knowledge  that  they  are 
not  worthy  of  a  place  in  the  country  they 
deserted. 

Wm.  A.  Rodeheaver 

Jacksonville,  Florida 
Name  change  advocated 
To  the  Editor: 

In  this,  my  first  letter  to  TM/  UMR,  I 
want  to  register  my  hearty  endorsement 
of  the  suggestion  that  the  name  of  our 
good  publication  be  changed  to  the 
traditional  Methodist  title,  “The 


Christian  Advocate.”  I  am  not  at  all 
critical  of  the  present  name.  However,  it 
seems  to  me  that  the  name  suggested 
would  be  at  once  suggestive  of  a  purely 
Christian  theme. 

I  have  read  TM/  UMR  since  my 
conference  (Holston)  joined  its  family 
last  fall.  I  enjoy,  rqost  of  all  —  insofar  as 
the  general  church  coverage  is  con¬ 
cerned  — ‘‘Liters  to  .tty?  Editor ■  ”  I  think 
these  are  helpfu}  to  the  peopfe  called 
United  Methodists.  They  provide  an 
opportunity  for  expression  of  varying 
and  conflicting  views  —  an  opportunity 
for  friendly,  good-natured  disagreement. 
There  are  many  letters  with  which  I  am 
in  full  and  enthusiastic  agreement.  On 
the  other  hand,  there  are  many  with 
which  I  most  certainly  do  not  agree.  This, 
I  think,  reflects  the  true  value  of  “Letters 
to  the  Editor.” 

Just  one  thing  more.  There  are  many  of 
us,  I  feel  sure,  who  would  wish  it  were 
possible  for  our  church  publication  to 
give  us  a  little  more  news  (even  if  it  were 
only  in  brief  note  form)  of  individual 
United  Methodist  personalities  across 
the  church  —  especially  with  reference  to 
deaths  of  prominent  churchmen,  or  other 
outstanding  events.  .  .1  was  also  glad  to 
see  the  list  of  the  denomination’s  1974 
Annual  Conferences  schedule 

(TM/  UMR,  April  5).  „  _  , 

MunseyM.  Poole 

Galax,  Virginia 
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SINGLES f  Just  the  trip  you  have 
been  waiting  fori  The  Holy  Lands 
plus  Rome,  Athens,  Corinth,  Cairo. 
Camel  back  ride  to  the  pyramids, 
romantic  boat  rides  to  sites  of 
ancient  antiquity,  plus  more. 
Dates:  August  1-15, 

For  more  Information,  write  or  call:  Linda 
Jones.  2321  W ester*  ek  Lane.  No.  75-G. 
Houston.  Texas  77027.  Phone:  1-713-626-8298. 


POSITIVE  LMNG 

begins  with  understanding,  faith  and 
prayer.  These  books  will  help. 

DOUBTERS  AND  DREAMERS 
by  BUI  Comeau 

A  combination  of  photography  and  free  verse 
combine  to  sketch  a  vivid  picture  of  the  many 
facets  of  Christ’s  life  which  call  us  to  faith, 
continually  reminding  us  in  the  midst  of  our 
doubts,  He  Is  the  way,  the  truth  and  the  life. 

$1.25  ea.,  10  or  more,  $1.00  ea. 

BREAKTHRU 

compiled  by  Wilson  O.  Weldon 

This  attractive  book  of  devotions  was  compiled 
for  the  young  in  heart —  reflecting  the  call  to 
responsible  commitment  to  Jesus  Christ  and 
to  joyous,  positive  living  through  prayer.  You 
will  want  this  book  in  your  home  for  sure. 

$1.50  ea.,  10  or  more,  $1.30  ea.  _ 

Dept.  PL-11*. 

Th.  Upper  Room 
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Board  exhibits  ‘new  openness’ 

Global  Ministries  dialogues  with  evangelicals;  looks  at  Pikeville 
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,  ‘World  hunger'  depicted 


UPPER  VOLTA  —  Using  a  mortar,  a  woman  pounds  the  last  few  grains  in  her 
family’s  possession,  while  the  carcass  of  a  dead  cow  lies  in  the  foreground.  The 
family  is  among  a  number  of  destitute  nomads  from  Mali  who  traveled  here  in 
search  of  food  and  water  —  they  found  none. 

The  victims  of  the  famine  are  expected  to  get  some  relief  soon  from  a  special 
offering  planned  in  United  Methodist  congregations  around  the  country.  The 
situation  was  also  an  item  of  discussion  when  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  met  last  week,  [see  related  stories  elsewhere  in  this 
issue.] 


By  JUDY  WE1DMAN 
Associate  Editor 

ATLANTIC  CITY,  N.J.  -  In  a  mood 
characterized  by  new  openness  toward 
its  critics,  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church  tackled 
many  of  the  same  old  problems  here  last 
week  during  its  annual  Spring  meeting 

The  unresolved  strike  at  Methodist 
Hospital  at  Pikeville,  Ky.,  continued  to 
evade  the  firm  clutches  of  the  Board. 

After  a  half-hearted  floor  debate 
between  the  traditionally  conservative 
forces  of  the  Division  of  Health  and 
Welfare  Ministries  and  persons 
espousing  an  advocacy  role  at  Pikeville 
the  body  endorsed  a  bill  currently  before 
the  U.S.  Congress  which  would  make 
non-profit  hospitals  ammenable  to 
collective  bargaining  and  expressed 
confidence  that  it  will  help  resolve  the 
impasse  in  Pikeville. 

The  two-year-old  controversy  began 
when  232  non-professional  workers 
walked  off  their  jobs  after  the  hospital 
administration  refused  to  negotiate  with 
the  union  the  workers  had  voted  to 
represent  them. 

Social  and  political  problems  abroad  — 
particularly  in  Korea  and  Vietnam  — 
were  front  and  center  on  the  agenda,  too. 
though  “in  house”  concerns  such  as 
declining  budgets,  shifting  priorities  and 
lingering  restructure  questions  occupied 
board  members  during  untold  hours  of 
planning  and  reporting. 

Traditional  mission  programs 
get  lion’s  share  of  budget 

Funds  were  allocated  for  a  variety  of 
innovative  projects,  but  the  budget  ($32 
million)  continues  to  reflect  an  over- 


Church  membership  levels  off 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  The  number  of 
Americans  having  some  religious  af¬ 
filiation  has  leveled  out  at  62.4  per  cent, 
according  to  the  annual  tabulation  by  the 
National  Council  of  Churches. 

A  total  of  131,424,564  members  of 
churches  and  synagogues  is  reported  in 
the  1974  Yearbook  of  American  and 
Canadian  Churches,  up  only  35,000  from 
the  previous  tally  —  but  at  the  same 
percent  of  population  reported  a  year 
earlier. 

If  any  trend  is  shown  by  the  new 
figures,  the  National  Council  said,  it  is 
that  the  older,  so-called  “mainline 
Protestant”  denominations,  continue  to 
lose  members  while  theologically  con¬ 
servative  or  strongly  evangelistic  groups 
are  generally  gaining. 

Statistics  reflected  in  the  1974  Year¬ 
book,  compiled  by  the  National  Council 
and  published  May  13  by  Abingdon  Press, 
are  largely  from  calendar  1972.  They 
were  supplied  by  223  religious  groups,  the 
same  number  reporting  for  the  1973 
Yearbook. 

The  report  shows  71,648,521 
Protestants ;  48,640,427  Roman  Catholics 
(a  1972  figure),  6,115,000  Jews  and 
3,739,620  members  of  Eastern  Churches. 

Included  in  the  Protestant  total  are 
Jehovah's  Witnesses  and  Mormon 
(Latter-day  Saints)  who  are  not,  strictly 
speaking,  Protestants. 

Mormons  are  fastest  growing 

Between  1971  and  1972,  the  Yearbook 
reports  that  Mormons  registered  the 
largest  percentage  membership  gain  (2.5 
per  cent)  of  the  17  largest  Churches, 
reaching  2,133,072.  The  largest  decrease 
was  5  per  cent  among  congregations  of 
the  American  Baptist  Churches,  which 


dropped  to  1,484,393. 

Jehovah’s  Witnesses  membership 
increased  by  3.5  per  cent,  to  a  new  total  of 
416,789. 

The  Southern  Baptist  Convention,  the 
nation’s  largest  Protestant  denomina¬ 
tion,  had  a  2  per  cent  increase,  moving  to 
slightly  more  than  12,000,000  in  the  period 
covered  by  the  Yearbook.  Roman  Catho¬ 
lic  increase  was  69,437,  or  0.1  per  cent. 

Losses  in  membership  were  reported 
in  the  American  Lutheran  Church,  the 
Christian  Church  (Disciples  of  Christ), 
the  Episcopal  Church,  the  Lutheran 
Church  in  America,  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  U.S.  (Southern),  the  Lutheran 
Church-Missouri  Synod,  the  United 
Church  of  Christ,  the  United 
Presbyterian  Church  and  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

.‘Mainline’  Protestants  ,  n 

fehow  decline  * 

(“Mainline”  declines  generally  con¬ 
tinued  in  1973,  according  to  denomina¬ 
tional  reports  more  recent  than  the 
figures  carried  in  the  Yearbook.  For 
example,  the  United  Methodist  Church, 
which  lost  174,677  members  in  1972, 
dropped  an  additional  142,256  in  1973, 
bringing  it  to  a  new  total  of  10,190,000 
million  compared  to  10.3  million  in  the 
1974  Yearbook.) 

The  Assemblies  of  God  increased  by 
21,274,  to  a  membership  of  1,078,332, 
while  the  Church  of  the  Nazarene  rose  to 
394,197  by  the  addition  of  10,535  persons. 

The  1974  Yearbook  reported  100,000 
Buddhists;  912,551  Old  Catholic,  Polish 
National  Catholic  and  Armenian 
Christians,  and  448,445  persons  in 
“miscellaneous”  groups  (such  as  the 
Spiritualists,  Unitarian  Universalist 


Clas 

sified 

Rate:  25c  per  word,  figure  or  lntl Lai  per  In¬ 
sertion.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on 
contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  In  advance.  Minimum  charge  of  $6.25 
Service  charge  or  blind  ads  $1.00  per  InserUon. 

A  UNIQUE  OPPORTUNITY.  A  successful 
retired  salesman  or  minister  to  represent  one 
of  America’s  fastest  growing  religious  radio 
programs  In  your  area.  Exceptionally  good 
Income  potential.  If  Interested,  write, 
Methodist  Hour,  Box  77.  Orlando.  Florida 

32802. 

FOR  SALE:  Baldwin  electronic  organ.  Model 

5,  2  manual.  2  large  speakers.  $1,000.  Set  of 
electronic  wall  chimes,  can  be  purchased 
separately.  $500.  Write:  Aspen  Community 
Church.  Box  356,  Aspen.  Colo.  81611,  Phone 
(303)  925-1571. 

THIRD  CONFERENCE  ON  Ministerial  Ex¬ 
cellency  (Pastoral  Care  In  Its  Larger  Sense). 

July  29-August  2.  1974.  With  Seward  Hlltner, 

Melvin  Wheatley.  Thomas  Shipp.  Lawrence 

DELUXE  ORIENTAL  TOUR:  Rev  and  Mrs. 

Ed  Laux,  experienced  escorts.  Invite  you  to 

Join  them.  3  weeks  In  August  '74.  Brochure 
available.  Write:  Rev.  Ed  Laux.  6247 
Annapolis.  Dallas.  Texas  75214. 

church— First  United  Methodist,  420  N.  Ne¬ 
vada.  Colorado  Springs.  Co.  80902.  Interfaith, 
National.  (Registration-Meals  —  $60). 

CUSTODIAN:  Starting  June  15.  Experienced 

In  janitorial  and  minor  maintenance  care. 
Apartment  furnished.  Ideal  for  couple.  If  In- 
tcrested.  write  for  details  and  application  to: 
United  Methodist  Church,  1443  Howard  Ave., 
Burlingame  (near  San  Francisco).  Calif.  94010. 

iny  library  for  sale.  For  Information,  call  or 
write:  Rev.  Earl  Miller.  P.O.  Box  242.  Licking. 

Mo.  65542.  (314)-674-2934. 

PREGNANT?  UNMARRIED?  Give  your  baby 
a  home  and  a  chance  at  life!  The  Methodist 
Mission  Home  In  San  Antonio  offers  a  com¬ 
plete.  confidential  service  on  your  problems. 

Good  living  situation,  warm  acceptance,  best 
medical  care,  expert  counseling  and  con¬ 
tinuing  high  school  education.  Call  or  write: 

Rev.  Harold  Burkhardt.  6487  Whitby  Rd..  San 
Antonio.  Texas  78240.  Phone  (512)  696-2410. 

FROM  DALLAS.  JUNE  15.  Grand  Tour 
Europe.  Scandinavia,  Russia.  Fall  tour: 
Greece.  Turkey,  Rhodes.  Cyprus.  7  days 
luxury  liner.  7  days  Holy  Land.  Bess 
Loudermllk.  3339  Milton.  Dallas  75205.  (214) 

363-2692. 

$266  ROUND  TRIP  from  New  York  to 
Luxembourg.  Seven  Icelandic  escorted;  three 
15-day.  from  $524  to  $708;  two  22-day,  from  $669 
to  $879.  Plenty  tours-escorted.  Independent,  on 
your  own.  Earn  Trip.  W.  H.  Sims  Tours.  2320 
Chimney  Rock.  Houston.  Texas  77027.  (713) 
782-1601. 

FOR  SALE:  Two  manuel  and  pedal  Wurlltzer 
(horseshoe  console),  four  ranks,  unified.  You 
will  need  to  remove  and  move.  Contact:  First 
United  Methodist  Church.  P.  O.  Box  6. 
Midland.  Texas  79701. 

16  DAY  SCANDINAVIAN  ADVENTURE: 
Complete  package,  escorted,  flrstclass  hotels. 

Low  cost.  Dallas  to  Dallas.  Departure  date: 

July  15.  For  full  Information,  contact:  Dr.  and 

Mrs.  Ed  Hamilton.  Pastor-Host.  415  N.  Lee  St.. 
Odessa.  Texas  79761.  Phone:  (AC  915)  337-1527 
:  (day).  362-5115  (evening). 

HOMEPARENTS  NEEDED  for  child  care. 
These  are  full  time  positions  for  married 
couples  with  no  dependei  ts.  In  addition  to 
salary,  we  provide  meals  laundry  service, 
living  quarters  while  op  duty,  sick  leave;  also 
Insurance  and  retirement  programs  are 
available.  Applicants  must  be  non-smokers, 
non-drinkers,  high  school  graduate,  preferably 
with  college  training.  These  positions  can 
provide  very  rewarding  experiences.  Please 
cortact  the  personnel  Department.  Methodist 
Home.  1111  Herring  Ave..  Waco.  Texas  76708. 

SPECIAL  TEXAS  CONFERENCE  TOUR  of 
the  Holy  Land  for  World  Methodist 
Evangelism  Congress.  November  14-23.  Tour 
price  from  New  York  —  $879.  Optional  return 
via  Rome  and  Athens  available  for  $295.  For 
Information,  contact:  Rev.  Roddy  Bland.  5215 
Main,  Houston  77002.  (AC  713)-521-9383. 
Registration  deadline  Is  June  15. 

LET  ME  CONDUCT  YOUR  CHURCH  CHOIR. 

I  am  enough  experienced.  If  interested,  write 
and  test  my  ability.  David.  4118  Travis,  No. 

202.  Dallas.  Texas  75204.  I 

Association  and  Ethical  Culture 
Movement.) 

There  were  no  current  statistics  for 
several  large  black  denominations.  In 
both  1971  and  1972,  two  black  Baptist 
groups  showed  the  same  totals :  National 
Baptist  Convention,  U.S. A.,  Inc.,  5.5 
million  and  the  National  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  of  America,  2.6  million. 

Sunday  schools  also  down 

Sunday  school  figures,  based  on  less 
comprehensive  data  than  the  mem¬ 
bership  totals,  indicated  a  continued 
downward  drift.  The  1972  total  was 
36,697,785  pupils,  compared  to  38,487,453 
a  year  earlier. 

The  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
showed  a  36,445  rise  in  Sunday  School 
enrollment,  a  reversal  of  a  decrease  the 
year  before.  About  one-fifth,  or  7,175,186, 
of.  all  persons  enrolled  in  Sunday  schools 
«-are  in  Southern  Baptist  churches. 

One  notable  jump  in  Sunday  schools 
was  in  the  Church  of  the  Nazarene  which 
added  123,757  students,  reaching  a  total 
of  868,911.  Following  the  general  trend  in 
membership,  Sunday  schools  were  off 
most  in  “mainline”  denominations. 

The  Yearbook,  citing  surveys  by  the 
Gallup  Poll,  revealed  that  only  40  per 
cent  of  the  American  people  attend 
Sunday  worship  in  a  typical  week. 
Attendance  was  49  per  cent  in  1955. 

Clergy  ranks  increase 

A  jump  of  67,383  in  clergy  ranks  bet¬ 
ween  1971  and  1972  was  attributed  in 
large  part  to  the  inclusion  for  the  first 
time  of  a  Southern  Baptist  figure.  The 
Convention  reported  54,150  ministers. 
The  new  clergy  total  is  463,987. 

Citing  figures  earlier  reported  by  other 
groups,  the  Yearbook  counted  31,698 
seminarians  in  1972. 

Data  from  39  Protestant 
denominations  indicated,  as  also  earlier 
reported,  an  increase  in  cash  con¬ 
tributions.  The  jump  was  $229  million,  or 
5.2  per  cent  over  the  1971  total.  In  1972, 
members  of  the  39  Churches  contributed 
$4,615,607,162  for  all  purposes. 

The  pace  of  construction  of  religious 
buildings  continued  to  decline.  While  the 
1972  dollar  figure  was  $844  million,  as 
compared  to  $813  million  in  1971,  the  rate 
of  inflation  wiped  out  any  apparent  in¬ 
crease,  the  National  Council  said. 

The  annual  Yearbook  tabulation  of 
statistics  on  American  religion  was 
directed  by  Constant  Jacquet,  editor  of 
the  publication.  The  volume  is  available 
at  $9.95  per  copy  from  bookstores  or 
Abingdon  Press,  the  United  Methodist 
agency  in  Nashville. 


whelming  commitment  to  traditional 
programs  of  missionary  support  over¬ 
seas  and  the  operation  of  churches, 
schools,  hospitals  and  homes  in  the  U.S. 

With  members  of  the  Evangelical 
Missions  Council  (EMC)  present  during 
most  of  the  week,  the  program  was  in¬ 
terspersed  with  frequent  periods  of 
worship.  Few  sessions  began  or  ended 
without  prayer  and  often  a  hymn. 

The  EMC  was  formed  last  February  as 
an  outgrowth  of  concern  first  expressed 
in  Good  News  Circles  over  the  alleged 
lop-sided  emphasis  on  social  action  in  the 
board  to  the  neglect  of  evangelism. 

EMC  criticism  of  the  Board’s 
publications,  its  screening  process  of 
missionary  candidates  and  the  declining 
number  of  missionaries  together  with  a 
proposal  for  a  secretary  of  evangelism 
were  referred  to  the  appropriate 
divisions  of  the  board. 

No  one  would  predict  what  concrete 
gair&'the  evangelicals  might  expect,  but 
their  reception  during  the  week  con¬ 
trasted  sharply  with  the  Board’s  annual 
meeting  last  fall  when  Good  News  was  on 
the  receiving  end  of  repeated  verbal 
salvos. 

Board  not  property  of 
interest  groups 

In  spite  of  the  openness,  however,  there 
were  unmistakable  signals  that  the  board 
will  not  become  the  property  of  any  one 
faction  of  the  church  and  that  the  Board’s 
commitment  to  social  action  remains 
undaunted. 

Board  president  Bishop  Paul  A.  Wash¬ 
burn  of  Chicago  said  the  Board  may 
“tempt  some  to  try  to  own  its  offices 
...  its  powers  ...  its  privileges  ...  it 
possibilities  ...  its  very  life.”  But  he 
warned  such  proprietorship  will  not  be 
permitted. 

The  Rev.  William  B.  McClain,  pastor  of 
Union  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Boston,  speaking  from  the  black  ex¬ 
perience,  rebuked  those  who  separate  the 
Christian  faith  into  camps  of  evangelism 
and  social  action. 

He  reminded  his  audience  that  blacks 
never  engaged  in  selective  giving  despite 
300  years  of  exploitation.  He  pointed  to 
the  civil  rights  movement,  which  he 
claims  also  renewed  the  black  church,  as 
a  model  for  uniting  the  vertical  and 
horizontal  dimensions  of  faith. 

“They  were  in  the  streets  because  they 
had  been  on  their  knees,”  he  observed. 

This  throwback  to  the  passion  and 
rhetoric  of  the  60s  seemed  strangely 
distant  as  the  board  tackled  its  only 
major  controversial  issue  —  Pikeville. 
Pikeville  settlement  urged 
It  calmly  endorsed  a  rally  scheduled 
for  Pikeville  on  May  26  but  declined  to 
contribute  a  requested  $5 ,00ft..  to.  help 
'finance  it.  Instead  it  voted  tq^annel 
$2,000  to  the  Appalachian  Development 
Committee,  an  official  United  Methodist 
organization  made  up  of  concerned 
clergy  and  laity  in  the  Appalachian 
region,  to  “interpret”  the  denomination’s 
Social  Principles,  which  supports 
workers’  rights  to  collective  bargaining. 

The  Board  also  reaffirmed  its  October 
1973  resolution  which  expressed  support 
of  all  parties  involved  and  urged  them  to 
come  to  terms. 

Forces  indicate  the  resolution  was  on 
the  agenda  of  the  upcoming  session  of  the 
Kentucky  Annual  Conference,  which 
elects  the  hospital  trustees  and  thus  holds 
the  only  real  leverage  in  the  situation. 

If  the  issues  seemed  relatively  mild  at 
this  meeting  it  may  have  been  the  calm 
before  the  storm.  The  stage  was  set  for 
an  indepth  study  of  homosexuality  by  the 
national  Division. 

Bishop  Jack  M.  Tull  of  Portland,  Ore., 
division  president,  said  there  “is  a  great 
deal  of  conflicting  opinion  about  the 
nature  of  homosexuality.  I  think  this 
conflict  is  reflected  in  our  Social  Prin¬ 
ciples.  There  is  an  abiguity  there  which  I 
feel  is  in  need  clarification.  It’s  a  subject 
worthy  of  study  by  all  concerned  per¬ 
sons.” 

The  topic  came  up  during  discussion  of 
a  recent  controversial  $500  grant  by  the 
division’s  Office  of  Urban  Ministries  to 
the  National  Task  Force  for  Gay  People 
in  the  church. 

Board  members  were  told  that  the 
grant  was  made  in  a  spirit  of  expressing 
Christian  concern  in  the  church  and 
society. 

World  hunger  considered 
The  board  also  began  gearing  up  for  a 
major  thrust  on  world  hunger.  Famine  in 


Bishop  Edgar  Love  dies 
in  Baltimore  at  age  82 


BALITMORE  (RNS)  —  Retired  United 
Methodist  Bishop  Edgar  A.  Love  died 
here.  May  1,  at  age  82. 

Bishop  Love  was  the  last  bishop  to 
preside  over  the  former  all-black 
Washington  Annual  Conference  of  his 
denomination.  In  1965,  he  led  his  con¬ 
ference  into  what  is  now  the  Baltimore 
Conference.  He  retired  from  active 
episcopal  service  in  1964. 

Born  in  Harrisonburg,  Va.,  he  was 
graduated  from  Howard  University  in 
1913  and  ordained  in  1915. 

He  was  awarded  theological  degrees 
from  Howard  School  of  Religion  in  1916 
and  Boston  University  in  1918. 

A  teacher  at  Morgan  State  College  here 
until  1921,  when  he  turned  to  the  full-time 
pastorate,  he  served  congregations  in 
Maryland.  Pennsylvania  and  West 
Virginia. 

In  1933  he  became  superintendent  of 
the  Washington  District  of  the 
Washington  Conference,  and  seven  years 
later  was  named  head  of  the  department 


- 

of  Negro  work  of  the  then  Methodist 
Board  of  Missions. 

Bishop  Love  was  elected  to  the 
episcopacy  in  1952.  He  was  an  active 
backer  of  the  integration  of  racial  con¬ 
ferences  in  U.  S.  Methodism.  While  some 
blacks  feared  they  might  lose  position 
after  integration,  Bishop  Love  advocated 
unity. 

When  the  former  white  and  black 
conferences  in  the  Washington- 
Baltimore  area  were  merged  in  1964. 
Bishop  Love  said:  “I  stand  here  with 
great  joy  and  amazement  to  witness 
what  we  hoped  could  happen  by  1966  but 
which  we  thought  realistically  might  not 
occur  until  1968.” 

In  the  1950s  Bishop  Love  served  as 
president  of  the  Methodist  Federation  for 
Social  Action.  He  was  honored  in  1964  by 
the  Methodist  Rural  Fellowship  for  his 
contribution  to  the  rural  church. 

Bishop  Love  is  survived  by  his  wife,  the 
former  Virginia  Louise  Ross,  and  a  son. 
Jon  Edgar. 


West  Africa  and  the  energy  crisis  which 
has  reduced  production  of  fertilizer  are 
the  reported  catalysts. 

Board  personnel  expressed  concern 
that  the  church  would  continue  applying 
bandaids  and  fail  to  come  to  grips  with 
the  root  causes  of  world  hunger,  which 
they  judged  to  be  off-balance  patterns  of 
consumption  and  distribution. 

Criticism  also  was  voiced  of  plans  for  a 
church-wide  collection  on  May  12,  with 
more  money  designated  for  U.S.  tornado 
victims  than  West  African  relief. 

Not  waiting  to  resolve  all  the 
philosophical  and  practical  questions  the 
156-member  board  put  $1,000  in  the 
collection  plate  for  relief  efforts  during 
Sunday  morning  worship.  They  also 
voted  to  request  the  hotel  to  serve  a 
“poverty  diet”  next  fall  at  the  Board’s 
meeting. 

Chafing  under  the  barrage  of  criticism 
of  the  past  year,  board  members 
dutifully  participated  in  a  Saturday 
evening  training  event  by  the  Division  of 
Education  and  Cultivation  in  which  they 
learned  how  to  field  questions  when  they 
get  back  home. 

Participants  were  urged  to  take  their 
role  as  interpreters  seriously  and  “seek 
opportunities  to  get  the  word  out”  to 
local  churches. 

Responding  to  its  global  mandate  the 
board  rehearsed  its  grievances  about 
conditions  in  Korea  and  Vietnam  via 
resolutions. 

Resolution  on  Korea  passed 
In  Korea,  the  alleged  repressive 
policies  of  the  government  Park  Chung 
Hee  which  has  resulted  in  the  arrest  of  15 
pastors  and  scores  of  Christian  students 
were  highlighted.  The  lingering  ills  in 
Vietnam  however  were  blamed  largely 
on  the  post-war  policies  of  the  United 
States  government. 

The  statement  on  Korea  was 
precipitated  by  reports  of  increasing 
infringements  of  civil  liberties  since  a 
new  Constitution  Under  Martial  Law  was 
enacted  in  1952.  On  Jan.  8,  1974,  the 
government  issued  emergency  decrees 
forbidding  any  discussion  of  the  new 
constitution,  followed  by  a  warning  on 
April  3  that  persons  participating  in 
demonstrations  against  the  government 
may  receive  the  death  penalty. 

The  Board’s  staff  reported  that  the 
statement  had  been  checked  carefully 
with  missionaries  and  nationals  in 
Korea.  They  noted  opposition  to  the 
statement  by  some,  including  Bishop 
Yum,  Chang  Duk,  but  supported  by 
several  “highly  respected  Korean  laity 
and  clergy”  who  are  reported  to  have 
said  “this  is  the  kind  of  thing  we  want  to 
say,  but  can’t.  Please  say  it  for  us.” 

Although  no  United  Methodist 
missionaries  have  been  arrested,, $qme 
have  been  detained  for  questioning.  The 
resolution  urges  United  Methodists  to 
share  their  concern  with  government 
officials  here  and  in  Korea. 

The  Board  had  more  specific  recom¬ 
mendations  for  the  problems  they  see  in 
the  Saigon  government,  including  an  end 
to  U.S.  military  assistance. 

The  statement  on  Vietnam  also  calls  on 
Congress  to  halt  U.S.  funding  of  Saigon’s 
police  and  prison  system,  asks  for  the 
immediate  release  of  all  political 
prisoners,  seeks  an  end  to  American  non¬ 
military  aid  such  as  food  commodities 
which  are  sold  to  generate  funds  for 
military  and  government  programs,  and 
reaffirms  the  Board’s  support  of  the  1973 
Paris  agreement  on  Vietnam. 

In  other  actions: 

•  the  national  division  voted  $40,000  to 
a  program  designed  to  enable  native 
Americans  of  the  Quechan  tribe  in 
California  to  bid  on  the  lease  of  tribal 
lands  formerly  cultivated  by  non-native 
American  groups.  In  this  action,  the 
National  Division  joined  the  Southern 


California-Arizona  Conference  which  has 
pledged  $10,000  to  the  project. 

•  The  National  Division,  in  one  other 
large  grant,  approved  expanding  social 
services  to  Alaska’s  remote  Aleutian 
Island  chain  through  a  $40,000  grant  to 
the  Alaska  Childrens  Service  of 
Anchorage  for  work  in  the  island 
Unalaska. 

•  United  Methodist  Committee  On 
Relief  voted  nearly  three-quarters  of  a 
million  dollars  in  special  grants  for  relief 
projects,  including  $219,190  for  work  in 
IndoChina,  $259,500  for  disaster  relief  in 
the  U.S.,  and  $70,000  for  famine  relief  in 
West  Africa. 

•  The  Women’s  Division  approved 
plans  to  conduct  seminars  for  Asian 
women  as  well  as  Hispanic  men  and 
women,  voted  $2,000  to  the  Chicana 
Welfare  Rights  Organization  and  called 
for  a  consultation  on  the  plight  of 
neglected  Asian  women  brought  to  the 
United  States  by  U.S.  servicemen. 

•  The  Women’s  division  also  voted 
$3,000  to  the  National  Welfare  Rights 
Organization  for  screening,  diagnosis 
and  treatment  progrpms  for  children, 
and  approved  $13,000  to  continue  par¬ 
ticipation  in  the  Equal  Rights  Amend¬ 
ment  Support  Project,  through  March 
1975. 

Number  of 


missionaries 


on  increase 

ATLANTIC  CITY,  N.J.  (UMC)  —  A 
church-wide  designation  a  year  ago  for 
increased  missionary  support  has 
resulted  in  such  overwhelming  response 
that  the  United  Methodist  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  is  ready  to  recruit 
instead  of  withdraw  more  missionaries, 
board  members  were  told  at  the  Agen¬ 
cy’s  Spring  meeting  here  last  week. 

A  projected  $300,000  deficit  in  the 
World  Division  for  1974,  which,  if  it  had 
occurred,  would  have  forced  the  recall  of 
another  17  missionaries,  was  more  than 
covered  by  the  response. 

Appeals  for  Advance  gifts  to  support 
United  Methodist  missionaries  has 
resulted  in  over  $1  million,  cash  and 
pledges. 

This  “extra”  giving  will  allow  the 
division  to  support  a  minimum  of  841 
missionaries  in  1975. 

Last  spring  the  division’s  estimated 
resources  were  enough  to  support  only 
824  missionaries. 

Currently  there  are  828  active 
missionaries,  with  12  new  missionaries 
accepted  at  the  board’s  meeting. 

Missionaries  needed  immediately 
include  10  doctors  and  nurses  for  service 
in  hospitals  in  Africa. 

The  decline  of  United  Methodist 
missionaries  has  been  underway  for  a 
number  of  years,  dropping  from  over 
1,300  less  than  a  decade  ago. 

Many  of  the  tasks  formerly  performed 
by  missionaries  are  now  being  done  by 
nationals  and  new  missionaries  are  being 
sent  out  only  as  they  are  requested  by  the 
national  churches. 

Another  reason  for  the  decline  of  U.S. 
missionaries,  World  Division  executives 
point  out,  is  the  continued  erosion  of  the 
dollar.  “Missionaries  salaries,  general 
support  and  the  cost  of  everything  has 
gone  up  overseas  just  as  it  has  here,” 
they  explained.  “It  takes  more  dollars  to 
buy  what  we  were  getting  before,  and 
this  has  hurt  us  significantly.” 

But  now,  they  said,  the  declining  trend 
of  missionaries  has  been  reversed,  and 
we  can  start  recruiting  again.” 


Day  of  prayer  observed 

DALLAS  —  Despite  constant  rain,  this  group  of  young  people  gathered  in  Kennedy 
Plaza  here  last  week  to  observe  the  National  Day  of  Humiliation,  Fasting  and 
Prayer  as  urged  in  a  resolution  passed  by  the  U.S.  Senate  [TM/UMR  April  26]. 

With  the  possible  exception  of  rain,  the  scene  was  a  typical  one  across  the  U.S. 
April  30  as  Christians  and  Jews  gathered  in  churches,  synagogues  and  public  places 
to  participate  in  the  event. 

Speaking  in  Washington’s  National  Presbyterian  Church  Sen.  Mark  O.  Hatfield 
[R-Ore.],  author  of  the  resolution,  told  his  300  listeners  that  there  is  a  great  tendency 
"in  our  own  personal  lives  as  well  as  in  our  corporate  life  as  a  community  to  refuse 
to  acknowledge  error,  preferring  instead  to  rationalize  our  own  mistakes  by 
implying  that  everyone  does  it,  or  that  the  ends  justify  the  means  —  all  of  which 
leaves  us  morally  bankrupt. 

•  any  means  to  sustain  power  becomes  acceptable  and  force  becomes  its  own 
justification."  said  the  senator,  adding  that  “error  is  not  tolerated  in  such  a  tradition 
and  confession  of  error  is  viewed  with  contempt.” 

The  resolution,  designed  to  call  the  country  to  repentance,  was  “practically  copied 
verbatim”  from  a  similar  resolution  issued  by  President  Abraham  Lincoln,  said 
Sen.  Hatfield. 

The  senator  said  he  introduced  the  resolution  in  the  senate  in  response  to  "the  call 
from  many  people  across  this  country  who  individually  felt  we  had  a  great  spiritual 
need  in  this  nation”  for  such  a  special  national  observance  of  Repentance. 
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t Decolonization  of 
theology 9  called  for 
by  bishop ,  professors 


By  BILL  BUCHANAN 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

SPRINGFIELD,  MO.  -  To  be  really 
-successful,  world  peace  must  become  a 
local  church  issue,  according  to  the  new 
head  of  the  Bishops’  Call  to  Peace  and 
Self  Development  of  Peoples. 

All  individual  Christians,  explained 
Bishop  Ralph  Dodge  during  an  interview 
at  his  home  here,  must  come  to  realize 
that  they  have  a  responsibility  for  the 
quality  of  life  in  the  world  community. 

For  too  long,  continued  the  bishop, 
people  have  left  international  issues  — 
such  as  world  peace  —  up  to  church 
agencies,  assuming  that  the  main 
responsibility  of  the  individual  is  funding 
the  agency  to  do  the  work. 

That  is  no  longer  good  enough,  said  the 
prelate.  The  time  has  come  for  ‘‘people  to 
realize  that  their  actions  and  attitudes 
are  directly  related  to  the  world  con¬ 
dition.” 

Bishop  Dodge,  who  recently  retired  as 
episcopal  leader  of  the  Salisbury  (Rho¬ 
desia)  area  of  Africa  replaces  Bishop 
John  Wesley  Lord  as  executive  coordi¬ 
nator  of  the  Bishops’  Call.  Bishop  Lord 
left  the  leadership  of  the  organization 
after  reaching  the  mandatory  retirement 
age  of  72.  Under  church  law  bishops  may 
retire  at  age  65,  but  may  remain  active 
Until  the  age  of  72  if  they  so  choose. 

Another  and  all  important  handle  for 
getting  at  world  peace,  said  the  former 
missionary  and  bishop,  is  through 
Christian  mission. 

Decolonizing  Missions 

One  of  the  changes  that  is  occurring  in 
this  regard,  he  said,  is  the  concept  of 
“decolonizing  missions”  —  that  is, 
allowing  indigenous  Christians  to 
develop  their  own  theology  “without 
undue  pressure  from  the  culturally- 
determined  theology  of  the  Western 
World. 

“Such  a  concept,”  he  continued, 
“allows  people  to  develop  their  own 
theology  by  bringing  into  focus  the 
Christian  tradition  and  message” 
through  the  use  of  comfortable  and 
familiar  ideas  produced  by  their  own 
culture. 

The  bishop  admitted  that  such  an 
approach  to  missions  has  found  a  less 
than  enthusiastic  reception  in  some 
segments  of  the  church,  but  concluded 
that  the  approach  “is  the  logical  way  to 
go.” 

“We  came  into  our  own  cultural  and 
religious  tradition  because  we  were 
allowed  to  develop  in  our  own  way.” 

By  giving  other  people  the  same  berth 
that  Americans  have  already  been 
given,”  said  the  bishop,  “we  will  see  a 
Ocher  theology  develop.” 

Echoing  some  of  Bishop  Dodge’s  ob¬ 
servations,  a  group  of  seminary 
professors  from  United  Methodist 
theological  schools  meeting  in  Atlanta 
last  week  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Bishops’  Call,  said  Western  Christians 
must  become  more  aware  of  the  “global 


A  Million 
Dollar  Smile! 


Pu  Son  of  Taiwan  has  something 
to  smile  about  now!  He  has  been 
accepted  into  the  Ti-Hwei  Home 
where  he  will  receive  the  love  and 
care  he  needs  so  badly.  His  father 
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dimension”  in  the  process  of 
“theologizing.” 

The  professors  emphasized  that 
distortions  can  occur  in  a  theology 
produced  by  an  economically  and 
culturally  advantaged  nation  such  as  the 
U.S.  The  distortions,  several  opined, 
come  in  the  form  of  insensitivity  to  the 
struggles  of  peoples  in  underdeveloped 
countries  whose  lives  have  been  deter¬ 
mined  by  dictators  and  poverty. 

“The  point  is,”  explained  Dr.  Dick 
Tholen,  a  professor  at  Garrett- 
Evangelical  Theological  Seminary  near 
Chicago,  "That  we  miss  some  of  the 
truths  of  the  faith  when  we  see 
Christianity  through  only  one  culture, 
particularly  if  it’s  a  dominant  culture 
such  as  ours.” 

Consequently,  said  the  professors,  one 
of  the  mandates  facing  the  church  today 
is  the  “decolonization  of  theology.” 

Not  A  Common  Theology 
Now  that  doesn’t  mean  that  we  should 
have  a  common  theology  with  the  rest  of 
the  world,”  explained  Dr.  Bruce  Burch, 
professor  of  Old  Testament  at  Wesley 
Theological  Seminary  in  Washington,  “It 
means  that  we  must  recognize  the  global 
perspective  while  we’re  doing  theology 
and  it  means  that  we  must  recognize  that 
theology  carries  with  it  a  certain  amount 
of  cultural  baggage”  that  is  not  always 
intrinsic  to  the  Christian  faith. 

He  said  such  an  understanding  of 
theology  could  have  radical  effects  upon 
the  church’s  understanding  of  mission: 
“It  may  mean  entering  as  partners  with 
the  rest  of  the  world  in  a  collegial  effort.” 

One  of  the  ways  of  “globalizing”  the 
church’s  theological  outlook,  said  Dr. 
Dana  Wilbanks,  associate  professor  of 
ethics  at  the  Iliff  School  of  Theology  in 
Denver,  is  to  be  willing  to  listen  to  what 
“Third  World”  Christians  —  blacks, 
Latin  Americans,  Asians,  Africans, 
Indians  —  have  to  say. 

“We  have  to  recognize  that  the  ex¬ 
perience  of  oppression  is  largely  absent 
from  our  experience,”  said  Dr. 
Wilbanks,  adding  that  in  order  to  un¬ 
derstand  the  relevance  of  Christianity  to 
oppressed  people  “we  must  be  willing  to 
listen  to  what  oppressed  people  are 
saying.” 

The  professors  —  who  were  addressed 
by  several  “Third  World”  leaders  in¬ 
cluding  Dr.  Idris  Hamid  of  St.  Andrews 
Theological  College  in  Trinidad  —  West 
Indies,  met  to  consider  the  church’s 
responsibility  in  assisting  under¬ 
developed  countries  as  well  as  the  im¬ 
plications  of  the  emerging  “Third 
World”  theology  for  American  seminary 
education. 

Death-of-God 
theologian 
changes  mind 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  Dr.  Paul  Van 
Buren,  who  was  identified  with  the 
“death-of-God  movement”  a  decade  ago, 
said  here  that  his  theological  stance  has 
changed. 

But  the  change  is  not  one  of  confessmg 
“God  is  alive”  in  1974  in  contrast  to  the 
assertion  that  “God  is  dead”  in  the  mid- 
1960s. 

“Before  I  was  asking,  ‘How  can  we 
make  sense  out  of  God?’  ”  Now,  he  has 
determined  that  “the  Christian  gospel  is 
not  something  that  men  have  to  make 
sense  of.  It  is  rather  something  that 
makes  sense  out  of  men.” 

“The  so-called  death-of-God  movement 
was  a  journalist  invention,”  Dr.  Van 
Buren  said.  “It  missed  the  serious 
questions  that  needed  to  be  discussed  at 
the  time-  such  as  whether  the  Christian 
message  can  make  sense  in  the  world 
we’re  living  in  today.” 

“If  we  can’t  understand  ‘God,’  that’s 
our  problem.  We  have  to  be  willing  to  talk 
about  God  as  something  we  don’t  un¬ 
derstand.” 

Offering  Sunday 
to  help  tornado, 
famine  victims 

CINCINNATI  (UMC)  —  Needs  totaling 
$1,415,000  in  tornado-ravaged  areas  of 
four  states  —  Ohio,  Alabama,  Tennessee, 
Kentucky  —  were  outlined  at  a  meeting 
of  national  and  regional  disaster 
recovery  leaders  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church  here  April  26. 

The  array  of  needs  which  United 
Methodists  will  seek  to  meet  through  a 
churchwide  offering  May  12  ranges  from 
homes  and  jobs  to  rebuilding  churches 
blown  away  by  the  killer  winds  of  April  3. 

Tornado-caused  needs  now  total 
$804,000  for  direct  human  need  and 
$611,000  beyong  insurance  coverage  for 
building  and  repair  of  church  property 
disaster  relief  coordinators  said.  Reports 
revealed  the  church,  from  the  local  to  the 
national  levels,  already  has  extensive  aid 
underway. 

A  goal  of  $2,500,000  was  set  in  a  call  for 
the  offering  sent  forth  by  the  United 
Methodist  Council  of  Bishops  April  17.  Up 
to  $1,500,000  is  to  meet  needs  stemming 
from  tornadoes  in  the  Midwest  and 
South,  and  from  flooding  in  Mississippi, 
while  $1,000,000  is  being  earmarked  for 
West  Africa’s  parched  Sahel  area,  where 
it  is  estimated  six  million  people  in  six 
countries  are  directly  threatened  with 
famine. 


Alice  Sanderson 
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She’s  an  activist  when  it  conies 
to  the  question  of  literacy 


Alice  Sanderson  at  work 
Bv  Good  News 

Homosexual 
issue  seen  as 
most  divisive 

CINCINNATI  (RNS)  -  A  leader  of  the 
unofficial  Good  News  movement  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church  has  warned 
that  a  pressure  campaign  to  have  the 
denomination’s  1976  General  Conference 
approve  the  ordination  of  homosexuals 
could  lead  to  “the  most  divisive  event 
since  slavery  split  the  church  in  1847.” 

Charles  Keysor,  editor  of  the  quarterly 
“Good  News”  magazine,  told  the  eighth 
annual  meeting  of  the  movement’s  board 
of  directors  here  that  “we  are  hearing 
more  and  more  ministers  and  laymen 
say  they  would  not  remain  in  a  church 
which  permitted  the  practice  of 
homosexuality  by  ordained  ministers. 

By  unanimous  vote,  the  23  directors 
from  15  states  adopted  a  resolution  af¬ 
firming  “the  necessity  of  a  positive, 
Biblical  ministry  under  the  spirit  of 
Christ  to  liberate  the  homosexual  from 
his  enslaving  sin  which  destroys  his 
potential  for  the  new  humanity  in 
Christ.” 

After  a  two-hour  discussion  of 
pluralism  and  its  meaning  to  United 
Methodist  evangelicals,  the  Good  News 
board  adopted  a  policy  regarding  future 
negotiations  with  United  Methodist 
agencies. 

It  declared  that  “while  Good  News 
welcomes  all  opportunities  extended  by 
the  United  Methodist  Church  to  proclaim 
the  truths  of  Scriptural  Christianity, 
Good  News  will  refuse  to  ask  for  or 
demand  the  legitimacy  of  scriptural 
Christianity  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church  and  the  related  boards  on  the 
basis  of  the  existing  pluralistic 
ideology.” 

The  Rev.  Robert  Neely,  pastor  of 
Calvary  United  Methodist  Church 
Easton,  Pa.,  reported  that  there  are 
active  Good  News  “Evangelical  Renewal 
Groups”  functioning  in  34  of  the  ap¬ 
proximately  70  annual  conferences  of  the 
denomination,  with  groups  in  various 
stages  of  preliminary  planning  in  20 
others. 

Dr.  David  Seamands,  chairman  of  the 
Good  News-inspired  Evangelical 
Missions  Council,  announced  that  a 
“consultation  on  voluntary  society  in 
mission  will  be  held  in  Evanston,  Ill., 
May  23  through  25.  He  reported  that 
United  Presbyterian  and  Episcopal 
evangelicals  would  be  present,  and  that 
the  featured  speaker  would  be  Dr.  John 
V.  Taylor,  chairman  of  the  Anglican 
Church  Missionary  Society. 

The  Rev.  Paul  Morell,  pastor  of  the 
3,400-member  Tyler  Street  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Dallas,  was  selected 
chairman  of  the  Good  News  movement 
for  the  next  year.  He  succeeds  Robert 
Mayfield,  a  layman  from  Lexington,  Ky. 


By  CHARLES  E.  BREWSTER 

What  does  a  60-year-old  former 
director  of  Christian  Education  who  has 
inherited  enough  money  to  be  financially 
independent  do  with  herself? 

If  she  is  Alice  Sanderson  she  takes  a 
round-the-world  trip  and  winds  up  by 
chance  in  Rhodesia  to  start  a  new  career 
in  African  adult  literacy  work. 

Ten  years  later  Alice  Sanderson  has 
what  even  her  critics  admit  is  a  program 
that  works 

Illiteracy  is  a  continuing  problem  in 
white-ruled  Rhodesia.  At  least  1  million 
adults  out  of  a  total  African  population  of 
5.5  million  are  illiterate. 

The  government  spends  $309  per  year 
on  each  non-African  child’s  education, 
but  only  $27  on  each  African  child.  School 
education  is  compulsory  for  whites, 
known  as  “Europeans”  in  Rhodesia,  but 
strictly  voluntary  for  Africans. 

Government  officials  insist  that 
Africans  should  be  happy  with  what  they 
get  because,  they  say,  the  whites  are 
paying  for  it.  But  it  has  shown  that  school 
money  comes  from  taxes  on  commercial 
companies,  for  which  blacks  provide 
almost  the  entire  labor  force,  and  the 
sales  tax,  which  both  Africans  and  non- 
Africans  pay. 

Those  who  “pay”  the  most,  in  terms  of 
being  deprived,  are  Jhe  African  women, 
and  it  is  to  them  that  Miss  Sanderson’s 
program  is  directed. 

“Many  of  our  students  are  reading 
really  fine  books  now,”  she  says.  “All  of 
them  are  using  literacy  to  write  letters 
and  using  simple  arithmetic.  If  they  stay 
long  enough  and  graduate  and  have  a 
second  course  then  they’re  all  right.” 

Otherwise,  they  slip  back  into 
illiteracy. 

Critics  of  Miss  Sanderson’s  program 
say  it  is  “fine  as  far  as  it  goes”  but  that  is 
not  far  enough  in  Rhodesia.  Dr.  Alf 
Helgeson,  a  United  Methodist  missionary 
with  the  Bureau  of  Literacy  and 
Literature  in  South  Africa,  says  that  a 
purely  “technical”  approach  to  literacy 
—the  straight  learning  of  words  and 
numbers  —  cannot  be  separated  from  the 
actual  life  situation  of  Africans  in  a 
country  like  Rhodesia. 

Last  Fall  the  United  Methodist  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  loaned  missionary 
Dr.  Ken  Baucom  to  Miss  Sanderson’s 
program.  In  a  few  weeks,  Dr.  Baucom, 
who  has  a  doctorate  in  linguistics,  gave 
new  direction  to  the  primers  and  con¬ 
sulted  with  teachers  on  basic  materials. 
Dr.  Baucom  and  his  wife,  Henrietta,  are 
now  in  Windhoek,  Namibia  (Southwest 
Africa). 


Before  arriving  in  Rhodesia,  Alice 
Sanderson  was  living  in  Berkeley, 
California,  where  she  had  retired  “from 
a  good  many  things.”  At  various  times  in 
her  career  she  was  dean  of  women  and 
music  teacher  at  Huron  College  in  South 
Dakota;  a  religious  education  director 
for  churches  in  Muskatine,  Iowa;  and 
director  of  the  “first  multi-racial 
laboratory  training  school”  at  Kings 
Highway  Presbyterian  Church  in  St. 
Louis. 

Since  1936  when  Miss  Sanderson  met 
Dr.  Frank  Laubach,  founder  of  the  well- 
known  literacy  movement,  she  has  been 
iriterested  in  adult  literacy  teaching. 

In  1963  on  a  round-the-world-trip  Miss 
Sanderson  stopped  in  Nairobi  to  visit  a 
friend  who  wrote  books  in  simple  English 
for  new  literates.  At  the  invitation  of  Mrs. 
Stella  Greenway,  who  had  started  a 
literacy  program  in  Salisbury,  she  and 
her  friend  went  from  Nairobi  to  Rhodesia 
“to  tell  Mrs.  Greenway  how  to  do  it.” 
After  her  friend  went  back  to  Nairobi, 
Miss  Sanderson  stayed  on. 

The  teacher  training  course  takes 
three  months  and  is  closely  supervised 
by  a  trained  teacher.  Anyone  teaching 


the  trainees  must  also  be  leading  a  class 
of  students.  “I  won’t  have  anyone 
training  people  who  is  not  also  teaching 
illiterates,”  Miss  Sanderson  says. 

The  literacy  classes  often  form  the 
basis  of  group  action.  On  the  tribal  trust 
lands  there  is  no  way  for  Africans  to  bank 
money.  By  forming  a  club  and  deciding 
how  much  per  person  to  contribute,  one 
person  can  take  the  group’s  money  to  a 
bank 

Classes  for  the  program  are  held  in 
churches  on  the  weekdays  and  Satur¬ 
days.  The  women  sometimes  study  with 
their  baby  on  their  back,  jiggling  it  up 
and  down  while  reading  at  the  same 
time. 

Most  of  the  support  for  Miss  San¬ 
derson’s  program  has  come  from  her 
own  pocket,  though  the  program  was 
recently  accepted  by  the  Christian 
Council  of  Rhodesia  as  a  social  welfare 
project. 

Now  70,  Miss  Sanderson  will  soon  hand 
over  leadership  to  one  of  the  teachers. 

(Editor’s  note:  Mr.  Brewster  is 
managing  editor  of  “New  World 
Outlook”  magazine.) 

■  iTl  l 


Literacy  is  first  taught  in  Shona 


Conservation  ,  sharing  of  resources 
emphasized  at  stewardship  meeting 


NASHVILLE  (UMC)  —  The  statement, 
“We’ve  got  to  get  along  with  less  and 
enjoy  it  more,”  may  be  fine  for  the  af¬ 
fluent,  a  seminary  professor  told  United 
Methodist  stewardship  leaders  here 
April  22-25.  But  for  the  poor  it  condemns 
them  to  their  already  present  fate. 

Speaking  on  the  ethics  of  restraint  and 
distribution,  Dr.  James  Logan  of  Wesley 
Theological  Seminary  in  Washington, 
D.C.,  said  the  affluent  American,  par¬ 
ticularly  the  Christian,  must  reach  the 
point  where  he  or  she  can  say,  “We 
should  use  less,  enjoy  it  more,  and  share 
our  abundance  with  others  at  home  and 
abroad.” 

Meeting  here  for  the  fifth  annual 


4 Laity  Week ’  builds  bridges 
between  seminary  and  pew 


Conference  on  Stewardship,  30  con¬ 
ference  directors  of  stewardship  heard 
both  Dr.  Logan  and  the  Rev.  Michael 
McIntyre  of  the  Bishop’s  Call  to  Peace 
and  Self-Development  of  Peoples  ask  for 
theological  exploration  which  will  enable 
persons  to  see  God  as  creator  of  both  the 
natural  world  and  the  human  family. 
Christians,  they  said,  should  realize  from 
a  theological  perspective  that  neither 
they  nor  their  world  is  finite. 

Mr.  McIntyre  said  the  church  has  often 
made  mysterious  the  understanding  of 
stewardship  by  feeling  it  is  exempt  from 
the  political,  social,  and  economic  order. 

In  a  world  divided  between  the  haves 
and  the  have-nots,  Mr.  McIntyre  said  the 
predominantly  white  population  of  the 
affluent  nations  above  the  Tropic  of 
Cancer  must  be  made  aware  they  are 
maintaining  their  position  at  the  expense 
of  the  poor  in  the  largely  non-white 


countries  south  of  the  line. 

The  big  five  nations  above  the  line  are 
making  the  decisions  for  the  world,  Mr. 
McIntyre  said.  He  quoted  an  ad¬ 
ministration  official  who  said  the 
“Bishops  Call”  adopted  by  the  1972 
United  Methodist  General  Conference 
was  “naive.”  “Anyone  should  know,”  the 
official  was  quoted  as  saying,  “big  fishes 
eat  the  little  fishes.” 

Calling  for  an  ethic  of  restraint  at  the 
local  church  level,  Dr.  Logan  said 
committed  groups  could  influence  their 
congregations  by  intentionally  adopting 
a  lifestyle  which  rejects  a  worship  of 
“things”  and  consumption.  Through 
Bible  study,  he  said  he  hoped  Christians 
would  experience  conversion,  a  “radical 
about-face  which  would  cause  them  to 
realize  they  are  stewards  of  the  earth, 
not  landlords.” 


By  BARBARA  BERG 
Staff  Writer 

DALLAS  —  Efforts  to  narrow  the  gap 
between  Laity  and  clergy  got  a  shot  of 
adrenalin  here  last  weekend  as  over  75 
laypersons  from  across  the  South  Central 
Jurisdiction  became  seminarians  for 
three  days. 

Billed  as  Laity  Week,  the  weekend 
experience  at  Perkins  School  of 
Theology,  SMU  —  designed  to  give  lay 
participants  a  mini-dose  of  what 
regularly  goes  on  in  a  seminary 
classroom  —  is  believed  to  be  a  “first” 
among  United  Methodist  seminaries. 

Originally  conceived  by  ,  Judge 
Woodrow  Seals  of  Houston,,  “Laity 
Week”  is  a  sequel  to  “Ministers’  Week” 
which  is  held  here  each  February.  It  was 
hoped  that  the  first-hand  experience  of 
seminary  education  by  a  group  of  lay 
leaders  would  help  generally  to  develop 
better  relations  between  the  pulpit  and 
the  pew.  ho- 

Discussing  the  experiment,  Perkins 
Dean  Joseph  D.  Quillian  Jr.  observed  that 
more  and  more  laity  are  realizing  the 
importance  of  their  unique  identity  as 
“general  ministers”  and  the  emerging 
significance  of  the  “priesthood  of  all 
believers”  —  be  they  ordained  or  non- 
ordained.  He  noted  that  today’s 
layperson  is  seeking  a  more  thorough 
theological  foundation  which  will  aid  in 
day-to-day  living. 

Although  the  laity  who  converged  on 
the  SMU  campus  encompassed  a  broad 
spectrum  of  ages  and  religious  con¬ 
victions,  all  seemed  to  share  one  com¬ 
mon  concern:  “How  can  I  equip  myself 
to  perform  a  more  useful  function  in  the 
on-going  ministry  of  my  church?” 

Answers  to  this  and  other  questions 
were  implemented  by  three  seven-hour 
courses  and,  for  late-comers,  four  four- 
hour  seminars,  focusing  on  everything 
from  Christian  love  to  creative  worship 
to  the  personhood  of  Christ.  Rounding  out 


the  three-day  event  were  six  workshops, 
offering  added  insight  into  what  being  a 
layperson  is  all  about. 

Perhaps  revealing  something  about 
today’s  religious  climate,  “Basic 
Theology  for  Laypersons,”  taught  by 
Professor  of  Theology  John  Deschner, 
was  by  far  the  most  popular  course. 

Highlighting  the  extended  weekend’s 
agenda  was  a  Friday  noon  luncheon, 
featuring  Tom  Matheny  of  Hammond, 
La.,  as  speaker.  A  member  of  the 
Judicial  Council  and  an  active  layman, 
Mr.  Matheny  refuted  claims  concerning 
the  declining  influence  of  the  church  and 
lay  opposition  to  ecumenism.  He  defend¬ 
ed  the  church’s  vocalizing  on  contem¬ 
porary  affairs. 

“Contrary  to  popular  belief,”  he  said, 
“people  want  and  expect  the  church  to 
speak  out  on  issues  of  the  day  ...  to  be 
engaged  in  debate  and  dialogue.  The 
pronouncements  of  the  church  in  recent 
years  —  on  war,  on  Vietnam,  on  peace, 
the  draft,  civil  disobedience  —  have 
served  the  cause  of  intellectual,  moral 
discussion  and  are  portents  of  strength  in 
the  church.” 

Emphasizing  the  growing  stature  of 
the  layperson,  Mr.  Matheny  called  on 
church  leaders  to  enable  laity  to  assume 
a  larger  role  in  the  church: 

“They  (laypersons)  want  the  church  to 
be  important,  and  they  want  to  be  im¬ 
portant  to  the  church.  They  want  greater 
opportunities  to  learn  such  as  are 
provided  by  this  Laity  Week.” 

“The  church,”  he  concluded,  “must 
recognize  its  obligation  of  witness  to  the 
faith,  its  obligation  to  the  people  of  the 
church  to  gssist  them  in  their  desire  for 
more  knowledge,  which  must  include,  in 
the  United  Methodist  Church,  a  greater 
effort  to  study  our  heritage,  our  history 
and  our  condition,  in  order  that  the 
church  can  remain  alive  in  the  hearts 
and  minds  of  the  people.” 


CHORAL 

MUSIC 

INSTITUTE 

JULY  14  -  20 

Southwestern  University 
Georgetown,  Texas 


Guest  Clinician  -  B.  R.  Henson 
Dean  -  Roger  Deschner 
Ken  Sheppard,  William  Gorham,  Susan  Ferre 
Roger  Melone,  Ellsworth  Peterson 


Choral  techniques,  voice  lessons,  conducting 
research  techniques,  youth  choir,  sight  singing 
techniques,  new  music,  and  much  more 


CHOIRS  FOR  HIGH  SCHOOL  AGE 
GRADUATE  AND  UNDERGRADUATE  CREDIT 

Also  open  to  non-credit  participants 

LIMITED  ENROLLMENT  —  MODERATE  COST 
Excellent  recreational  facilities  -  golf,  tennis,  swimming. 


Write  Office  of  University  Relations 
SOUTHWESTERN  UNIVERSITY 
Georgetown ,  Texas  78626  ' 
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makers  announced  for  Annual  Conference 


/lelvin  G.  Talbert,  general 
secretary  of  the  general  Board  of 
Discipleship  of  Nashville,  Tennessee; 
Bishop  Aubrey  G.  Walton,  former 
resident  bishop  of  the  Louisiana  Area  and 
Dr.  Oral  Roberts,  president  of  Oral 
Roberts  University,  Tulsa,  Oklahoma 
are  to  be  the  principal  speakers  at  the 
Fourth  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
Session  set  for  May  28-31  at  Centenary 
College  in  Shreveport. 

The  Conference  gets  under  way  at  3:00 
P.M.,  Tuesday,  May  28  with  a  Service  of 
Commemoration  at  First  Church.  The 
Rev.  Alfred  L.  Norris,  pastor  of  First 
Street  church,  New  Orleans  will  deliver 
the  opening  sermon,  followed  by  the 
Service  of  Holy  Communion  led  by 
Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield. 

Dr.  Talbert  will  speak  at  the  7:30  P.M. 
service  on  Tuesday  night  in  the  “Gold 
Dome”  on  the  campus  of  Centenary 
College  where  the  regular  business 
sessions  of  the  Conference  will  be  held; 
Bishop  Walton  will  preach  the  ordination 
service,  Thursday  evening  at  7:30  P.M. 
at  First  church,  and  Dr.  Roberts  will 
speak  Wednesday  evening,  May  29,  at 
7:30  P.M.  in  the  Gold  Dome. 

A  photograph  and  biography  of  Dr. 
Roberts  will  be  carried  in  the  next  issue 
of  the  LOUISIANA  METHODIST,  due  to 
space  limitations  in  this  issue. 

Dr.  Talbert  is  a  native  of  Louisiana, 
having  been  born  and  raised  in  the  town 
of  Clinton.  He  is  married  to  the  former 
Ethelou  Douglass  and  they  have  one 
daughter,  Evangeline. 

He  was  educated  at  Southern 
University,  obtaining  a  B.A.  degree 
there,  and  received  his  B.D.  degree  at 
Gammon  Theological  Seminary,  Atlanta, 
Georgia.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Inter¬ 
national  Society  of  Theta  Phi. 

He  received  the  Award  of  Merit  from 
the  General  Board  of  Education  in  1971. 

Dr.  Talbert  is  a  member  of  the 
Southern  California-Arizona  Annual 
Conference,  and  has  served  churches  in 
Jefferson  City  and  Sunrise,  Tennessee; 
St.  John’s  Wesley  and  Hamilton  churches 
in  Los  Angeles,  from  1961  to  1967.  He  was 
on  the  Conference  Program  Council 
following  this,  and  became  Superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  Long  Beach  District  in 


1968.  He  was  elected  General  Secretary 
of  the  Board  of  Discipleship  in  1973. 

Dr.  Talbert  has  served  on  many 
general  church  organizations  and 
committees,  and  in  his  Annual  Con¬ 
ference,  he  has  served  on  the  All  Nations 
Foundation  Board  of  Directors ;  as  Urban 
Department  Chairman,  and  was  the 
leader  of  the  delegation  from  his  Con¬ 
ference  to  the  General  and  Jurisdictional 
Conferences  in  ,1972. 


abroad.  From  1960-1968,  he  represented 
the  Council  of  Bishops  as  Official  Visitor 
to  Latin  America,  and  during  1960-1961 
was  presiding  bishop  of  the  Costa  Rica 
and  Panama  Provisonal  Annual  Con¬ 
ferences.  From  1964  to  1972,  he  was 
president  of  the  Television,  Radio  and 
Film  Commission  of  the  church. 

Bishop  Walton  was  a  member  of  the 
General  Board  of  Education  for  eight 
years,  the  Interboard  Committee  on 


Talbert 

Bishop  Aubrey  G.  Walton  was  assigned 
to  the  Louisiana  Area  in  1960,  following  a 
ministry  of  16  years  as  senior  pastor  of 
First  church,  Little  Rock,  Arkansas. 

A  native  of  Mississippi,  he  graduated 
from  Hendrix  College,  Conway, 
Arkansas,  with  a  BA  degree  and  received 
his  BD  degree  from  the  Duke  University 
Divinity  School.  Both  Hendrix  and  Duke 
have  given  him  the  honorary  Doctor  of 
Divinity  Degree.  He  was  the  first 
graduate  of  the  Divinity  school  to  become 
a  Bishop  of  the  church.  Centenary 
College  and  SMU  have  awarded  him  the 
honorary  Doctor  of  Laws  degree. 

As  a  member  of  the  World  Methodist 
council  for  more  than  a  decade,  Bishop 
Walton  has  served  as  a  delegate  to  many 
conferences  of  that  body,  both  home  and 


Walton 

Town  and  Country  Work,  and  was,  for 
four  years,  a  member  of  the  Program 
Council  of  the  general  Church.  He  was 
president  of  the  College  of  Bishops  of  the 
South  Central  Jurisdiction  for  the  year 
1968-1969  and  at  the  Jurisdictional 
Conference  in  1968,  was  reassigned  for 
his  third  quadrennium  to  administer  the 
affairs  of  this  Conference.  The  black  and 
white  Conferences  in  Louisiana  were 
merged  under  his  leadership  in  1971  to 
form  the  present  Louisiana  Conference. 

Bishop  Walton  retired  in  1972  and  now 
resides  in  Little  Rock,  Arkansas,  with  his 
wife,  Mildred.  The,  Waltons  have  two 
children,  Mrs.  Robert  Ziegler  of 
Fayetteville,  Arkansas,  and  James  M. 
Walton  of  Evanston,  Illinois. 


Centenary  School  of  Christian 
Careers  to  launch  this  fall 


A  new  and  exciting  department,  the 
Centenary  College  “School  of  Christian 
Careers”  will  be  launched  this  coming 
Aug.  29  on  the  campus  of  the  United 
Methodist  institution  in  Shreveport. 
Students  interested  in  Youth  Ministries, 
Music  Ministries,  Adult  Education  and 
the  Intern  and  Work  Scholarship 


programs  may  now  get  full  information 
and  make  plans  for  entering  the  school 
for  the  opening  semester  this  fall. 

Centered  in  the  R.  E.  Smith  Building  on 
the  College  Campus,  which  has  been 
renovated  for  this  new  venture,  the 
School  of  Christian  Careers  provides 
opportunities  for  obtaining  a  B.  A. 


Degree  in  Christian  Education  to  work 
with  youth,  adults,  and  children  in  local 
churches,  and  a  B.  M.  degree  in  Sacred 
Music. 

Open  house  was  held  at  the  new  School 
May  4  and  5.  Close  to  100  young  people 
attended  and  took  part  in  the  weekend 
experience,  which  included  an  in¬ 
troduction  to  college  campus  life, 
orientation  on  the  courses  offered  at  the 
school,  worship  services  at  First  church, 
Shreveport,  and  recreation. 

President  John  H.  Allen  of  Centenary 
had  this  to  say  about  the  new  venture: 
“The  bold  new  combination  of  the  finest 
in  liberal  arts  education,  the  only  com¬ 
prehensive,  supervised,  on-the-job  intern 
program  in  the  nation-and  deep  spiritual 
dedication  makes  the  Centenary  School 
of  Church  Careers  unique  among 
colleges  and  we  are  glad  it  is  about  to 
happen  on  Centenary  campus.” 

The  unique  Intern  and  Work 
Scholarship  program  makes  it  possible 
for  any  dedicated  young  man  or  woman 
to  attend,  who  chooses  to  do  so,  regar¬ 
dless  of  financial  condition. 

Informational  brochures  are  ob¬ 
tainable  by  writing  the  College, 
Shreveport,  Louisiana  71104. 


SCHOOL  OF  CHRISTIAN  CAREERS:  Shown  is  the  front  of  the  R.  E.  Smith 
Building,  the  center  for  the  newly  announced  “School  of  Christian  Careers,”  which 
will  be  offered  for  the  first  time  at  Centenary  College  in  Shreveport  this  fall.  An 
open-house  was  held  May  4-5  to  introduce  the  new  school  to  the  public. 


Around  our  Conference 


The  Pair  and  Spares  Class  of  Caddo 
Heights  church,  Shreveport,  led  the 
congregation  recently  in  an  inspirational 
morning  worship  service.  Twenty-seven 
class  members  used  scripture,  choral 
readings  and  special  music  to  compare 
the  modern  use  of  the  word  “love”  with 
Jesus’  teachings  about  it.  Rev.  Rupert 
Coles  is  pastor. 

A  family  night  supper  was  held  at  Iowa 
church  in  the  Lake  Charles  district 
recently  to  honor  the  senior  high  school 
graduates.  Rev.  Bob  Townsend  of 
McNeese  Wesley  Foundation  was  the 
guest  speaker;  Rev.  John  Sayes  is 
pastor. 

A  Good  Friday  morning  breakfast  was 
held  in  the  Iowa  church  for  the  Senior 
UMYF  sponsored  by  the  work  area  in 
education.  The  pastor  brought  the 
morning  message. 

Miss  Kathy  Clark  student  at  Centenary 
College,  and  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  O. 
Arnold  Clark,  was  recommended  for 
license  to  preach  by  the  charge  con¬ 
ference  of  her  church,  Memorial  of 
Monroe.  Rev.  James  Christie  is  pastor. 

Senior  graduating  students  from 
Memorial  church  were  honored  Sunday, 


May  12,  with  an  ice  cream  and  cake 
social  sponsored  by  the  UMW  and  the 
Youth  Group.  Mrs.  Tina  Adams  was  in 
charge,  assisted  by  Mrs.  Robert  Farr 
and  Mrs.  William  Hughes.  Student  guests 
were  Jan  Baff,  Laura  Whatley,  Douglas 
McDuff,  Bill  Gannaway,  Jane  Prichard, 
Joe  Pierron,  Phyllis  Mallett,  Kenneth 
Gibbs,  Bobby  Gibbs,  and  Ann  Collins. 

Newly  elected  officers  of  the  Trinity 
Sub-District  in  Lafayette  are:  Donna 
Hendryx,  president;  Erand  Boudreaux, 
vice  president ;  Donna  Tripp,  secretary ; 
Steve  Anderson,  treasurer;  Rachael 
Copper,  publicity  chairman.  Rep¬ 
resentatives  are:  William  Bares,  First 
Church,  Lafayette;  Darlene  Stoutes, 
Davidson  Memorial;  and  Chipper 
Hamm,  sub  district  president  in  1972. 

A  financial  drive  sponsored  by  the 
youth  of  Mary’s  Chapel  church  in  the 
Hammond  district  netted  $2,642.00  which 
was  given  to  the  church  treasury.  The 
drive  was  under  the  leadership  of  Wesley 
Ray  Cyprion  of  Varnado,  who  in  addition 
to  his  work  with  the  youth,  is  church 
school  superintendent  and  counsellor  on 
ministry.  He  plans  to  enter  the  ministry. 


PROJECT  EQUALITY :  Bishop  Finis  A. 
Crutchfield  [LEFT]  makes  his  annual 
contribution  to  Project  Equality,  an 
interreligious  effort  to  foster  equal 
employment  opportunity  in  the  nation. 
Rev.  J.  P.  Woodland,  coordinator  of  the 
Conference  program,  receives  his  check. 

Project  Equality 

Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield  has 
renewed  his  support  of  Project  Equality 
with  his  annual  donation. 

The  goal  for  the  United  Methodist 
share  of  Project  Equality,  Texas/ 
Louisiana,  is  $5,000.00.  This  program  is  a 
national  one  of  the  interreligious  com¬ 
munity  to  utilize  their  purchasing  power 
to  achieve  equal  employment  opportunity 
within  their  own  institutions  and  those 
business  firms  supplying  them  with 
goods  and  indoor  services. 

Dr.  Robert  Harrington,  New  Orleans 
district  superintendent,  has  called 
together  a  group  chaired  by  Rev.  John 
Wynn,  district  secretary  of  Social  Con¬ 
cerns,  to  head  up  solicitation  efforts 
within  the  New  Orleans  district. 

Persons  serving  on  the  Project 
Equality  solicitation  committee  are:  Dr. 
Norman  Kirby,  Mrs.  Jo  Beth  Brown, 
Truman  L.  Ward,  Allen  L.  Brown,  Rev. 
W.  R.  London,  Rev.  N.  P.  Williams  and 
Rev.  Wynn. 


Senior  citizen 
students  honored 
by  college 

Centenary  College  Dean  Theodore  R. 
Kauss  was  the  speaker  at  a  luncheon 
recently  honoring  some  250  persons  over 
60  years  of  age  who  have  completed  the 
latest  series  of  special  courses  at  the 
college. 

The  students  completed  their  six 
weeks’  courses  this  spring,  and  were 
presented  certificates  of  educational 
achievement  at  the  luncheon  in  the 
cafeteria.  The  special  continuing 
education  courses  designed  especially 
for  senior  citizens  are  sponsored  by  the 
Caddo  Council  on  Aging,  Inc.  and  the 
college,  and  are  offered  twice  a  year  in 
the  fall  and  spring  semesters. 

The  courses  for  persons  over  60  were 
started  by  the  two  groups  in  1968  and 
since  that  time,  thousands  of  senior 
citizens  have  returned  to  the  classrooms 
at  Centenary  to  continue  their  education 
pursuits. 

The  instructors  for  the  courses,  in¬ 
cluding  regular  Centenary  College 
professors  and  townspeople,  have 
donated  their  time  to  the  special 
projects. 


Bishop’s  message 

The  special  speakers  at  this  year's  Annual  Conference  session  will  prove  to  be 
an  enormous  attraction  to  all  delegates.  On  Tuesday  afternoon,  May  28,  the 
Rev  Alfred  Norris,  pastor  of  our  First  Street  Church  in  New  Orleans,  will  bring 
the  main  sermon.  On  Tuesday  night.  Dr.  Melvin  Talbert,  a  Louisiana  product 
and  a  former  minister  of  the  Louisiana  Conference  but  now  General  Secretary 
of  the  Board  of  Discipleship  of  the  United  Methodist  church,  will  bring  the 

mOnSaWednesday  evening.  Dr.  Oral  Roberts,  president  of  Oral  Roberts 
University,  and  a  fully  ordained  United  Methodist  clergyman,  who  now 
receives  the  greatest  volume  of  mail  of  any  preacher  or  personality  appearing 
on  television,  will  preach.  On  Thursday  night  at  the  service  in  First  Church, 
downtown  Shreveport,  the  Conference  will  hear  the  ordination  sermon  from 
Bishop  Aubrey  G.  Walton,  formerly  the  bishop  of  the  Louisiana  Area  and  much 
beloved  by  all  of  us.  . 

Each  of  these  outstanding  speakers  is  my  own  personal  friend  and  each  of 
these  is  known  to  many  of  you.  Next  week’s  issue  of  this  paper  will  carry  a 
biographical  sketch  and  picture  of  Dr.  Roberts.  Space  did  not  permit  the 
presentation  of  Rev.  Norris  in  this  issue. 

You  will  be  hearing  more  about  the  Conference  later  but  let  each  delegate  be 
in  his  place  at  First  Church  in  Shreveport  at  3:00  PM  on  the  afternoon  of 
Tuesday,  May  28.  Let  us  pray  for  the  success  of  the  Conference  and  let  us  hear 
these  great  speakers  with  open  hearts. 

Faithfully, 


i  aamuiij  , 

Finis  A.  Crutchfield  jJ 


Spiritual  retreat  sets 
pace  for  crusade 


Monroe  District  pastors  and  their 
wives  took  part  in  a  one-day  spiritual  re¬ 
treat  at  First  church,  Rayville,  Apr.  29, 
in  preparation  for  a  district-wide 
evangelistic  crusade  set  for  the  latter 
part  of  October  this  year. 

Leader  for  the  retreat  was  the  Rev.  Bill 
A.  Pickett,  pastor  of  Community  United 
Methodist  church  of  Orlando,  Florida. 
Mr.  Pickett  was  selected  as  leader  for  the 
retreat  because  the  church  he  serves  has 
had  the  largest  increase  in  membership 
of  any  United  Methodist  church  in  the 


Orlando  area  over  the  past  two  years. 

Committees  and  groups  gathered  in 
May  for  a  fellowship  dinner  to  further 
plans  for  the  crusade  in  October. 


TALENT  SHOW:  Miss  Clara  Magee 
presents  an  interpretative  reading  at 
Winan  church,  Franklinton,  during  the 
recent  “Talent  For  God  At  High  Noon" 
show.  A  number  of  guests  including  Mrs. 
Ella  Ruth  Lott,  and  the  Franklinton  High 
School  chorus  were  on  the  program  as 
well.  Reverend  Richard  Calvin,  retired, 
is  pastor,  and  is  shown  in  the  second 
photo  playing  the  piano. 

Vacation  Church 
School  June  17-21 
at  Munliolland 

Staff  positions  for  Vacation  Church 
school  at  Munholland  church  in  New 
Orleans  have  been  announced  amid  plans 
for  the  event.  Directors  of  the  schbol  are 
Danna  Goodloe  and  Gloria  Tidwell; 
consultant  is  June  Soniat. 

Nursery  instructors  are:  Alice  Jones, 
Ann  Atkinson,  Rosanna  Giusti,  Barbara 
Emery,  Brenda  Burt  (teenager)  and 
Teresa  Smith  (teenager).  Kindergarten 
leaders  are:  Elaine  Morgan,  Tina  Doyle, 
Dianne  Vieth,  Judy  Ramaker  and  Anna 
Hermann  (teenager).  First/Second 
leaders  are:  Polly  Ann  Kovach,  Norma 
Jamieson,  Sandy  Wilson,  and  Debi  Miner 
(teenager);  Third/Fourth:  Gloria 
Tidwell,  Gracie  Groce,  Shirley  Smith  and 
Ken  Roemershauser  (teenager)  Fifth/ 
Sixth  Mary  An  Koonce,  Jobi  John¬ 
son,  and  Eddie  Smith  (teenager); 
and  Crib/Toddler:  Olive  Scarborough, 
Johnnie  Lou  Wakefield,  and  Sherry 
Williamson  (teenager). 

Refreshments  will  be  handled  by  Codie 
Williams,  Fay  Foreman,  Albert  Geier 
(teenager)  and  Clark  Avera  (teenager). 
The  pianist  is  Jacquelyn  Thronell  and  the 
song  leader  Elaine  Morgan.  Resources 
by  Peggy  Dolsen  and  the  photographer  is 
Albert  Geier  (teenager). 

‘Camping  is  Fun’ 

“Camping  is  Fun,"  a  South  Central 
Jurisdiction  enterprise  planned  for  two 
locations  has  now  been  combined  into  one 
event,  Oct.  14-16  at  the  Center  for 
Christian  Renewal  in  Oklahoma  City. 
Cost  of  the  event  is  $25.00  per  person, 
including  room,  board  and  registration. 

Registrations  may  be  sent  to  the  Rev. 
L.  Ray  Branton,  P.O.  Box  4325, 
Shreveport,  Louisiana  71104,  the  Con¬ 
ference  Council  on  Ministries  Director. 


RETREAT  LEADER :  The  Reverend  Bill 
A.  Pickett  [RIGHT]  pastor  of  the 
Community  United  Methodist  church, 
Orlando,  Florida,  was  the  leader  of  a 
spiritual  retreat  for  pastors  and  wives  of 
the  Monroe  District,  Apr.  29  at  Rayville. 
He  is  shown  with  Dr.  W.  D.  Boddie, 
pastor  of  First  church,  Monroe. 


MUSIC  FESTIVAL:  Sue  Brown  and  Jeff 
Jones  of  Aurora  church,  New  Orleans, 
welcome  Rev.  Kent  Kilbourne  who 
brought  his  youth  choir  from  Munholland 
church,  also  in  New  Orleans,  to  the 
Aurora  Music  Festival,  Mar.  10. 


Deaths 


NEW  CHURCH  ORGAN:  A  factory 
workers  is  shown  adjusting  the  new- 
rebuilt  pipe  organ  recently  installed  at 
First  church,  Lafayette  at  a  cost  of  ap¬ 
proximately  $34,000.  The  installation  was 
completed  and  the  organ  used  on  Palm 
Sunday.  Full  payment  was  made  by  the 
church  at  the  time  of  completion  of  the 
installation,  and  the  organ  will  be 
dedicated  Sunday,  May  12.  Rev.  Ken 
McDowell,  Lafayette  District  Superin¬ 
tendent  will  assist  in  the  ceremonies. 
Mrs.  Jim  Allen  is  church  organist  and 
choir  director. 


Mrs.  W.  A.  Mangum 

Mrs.  W.  A.  Mangum,  widow  of  Rev.  W. 
A.  Mangum,  for  whom  Mangum 
Memorial  church  in  Shreveport  is 
named,  died  Apr.  4  in  Hattiesburg, 
Mississippi,  at  the  home  of  her  son,  Rev. 
Wallace  Mangum,  pastor  of  Broad  Street 
church  of  that  city. 

Previously,  she  has  lived  with  her 
daughter,  Mrs.  M.  J.  Harrell  of  Zachary, 
Louisiana. 

The  Mangums  served  at  Pitkins 
Chapel,  Keener  Memorial  in  Baton 
Rouge,  Denham  Springs,  McDonough- 
ville,  Bernice  and  the  old  Queensborough 
church  which  was  renamed  for  Mr. 
Mangum  following  his  death. 

Mrs.  Era  Mae  Crow  Rogers 

Mrs.  Era  Mae  Crow  Rogers,  widow  of 
G.  H.  Rogers,  died  Apr.  1,  at  the  age  of  79. 
She  was  an  active  member  of  the  Ansley 
Union  church  near  Ruston  and  had 
served  as  church  pianist. 

Mrs.  Rogers’  grandfather,  Robert  Fisk 
Crow  was  a  circuit  rider,  the  first  teacher 
in  that  area  licensed  after  the  Civil  War. 

She  is  survived  by  two  daughters,  four 
sons,  one  sister,  two  brothers,  15  grand¬ 
children  and  16  great  grandchildren.  She 
was  buried  in  Ansley  cemetery. 


River  Boat  Chapel 


Unique  church  park  near  Toledo  Lake 


On  the  top  of  Merritt  Mountain  in 
Sabine  Parish  is  a  unique  church  park, 
donated  for  free  use  by  religious  groups 
to  hold  retreats  and  meetings. 
Dominating  the  27-acre  park  is  a  78-foot 
long  replica  of  a  Mississippi  riverboard, 
complete  to  the  paddlewheel  which 
moves  and  which,  when  completed,  will 
seat  300  persons  for  services  in  air 
conditioned  and  carpeted  comfort. 


Cliff  Ammons,  a  retired  vocational 
agriculture  teacher  from  Many,  and  his 
family  originated  the  park.  Ammons,  an 
active  United  Methodist  member  of  the 
Many  church,  said  the  chapel  at  the  park 
“provides  a  place  for  the  many  visitors  to 
Toledo  Lake  to  attend  worship  services 
while  dressed  for  vacationing.” 

The  Merritt  Mountain  Church  Park  is 
run  by  a  board  composed  of  ministers  in 


the  Toledo  Lake  Area  and  members  of 
the  Ammons  family. 

A  full  time  youth  director  will  be  hired 
to  organize  activities  this  summer  ac¬ 
cording  to  Mr.  Ammons.  Meanwhile  any 
church  group  may  reserve  the  park  and 
chapel  by  calling  him  at  256-3674  in 
Many.  There  is  no  charge  for  the  use  of 
the  facilities. 
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Missionary  advance  is  good  news 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 

P erspeetive  of  a  Methodist  leader  overseas 


MAY  17.  1974 


The  word  from  United  Methodism’s 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  was  one  that 
the  church  needed  to  hear:  our  overseas 
missionary  force  will  increase  rather 
than  decrease  during  the  coming  year 
(TM/UMR,  May  10). 

The  cutbacks  in  our  number  of  mission¬ 
aries  —  from  more  than  1,300  a  decade 
ag6  to  828  today  —  have  evoked  strong 
criticism  from  many  within  the  church. 
The  feeling  among  the  critics  is  that  the 
church  should  be  doing  more  rather  than 
less  to  proclaim  the  gospel  overseas. 

Board  officials  have  defended  the  cut¬ 
backs,  saying  the  withdrawal  policy,  in 
most  cases,  resulted  from  our  mission¬ 
aries  having  worked  themselves  out  of  a 
job  —  their  functions  being  assumed  by 
those  who  have  heard  the  Word  and  com¬ 
mitted  themselves  to  it.  Related  to  this, 
the  Board  has  shifted  its  policy  from  uni- 
laterially  sending  missionaries  where  it 
chooses  to  sending  them  when  and  where 
overseas  churches  ask  for  them.  That 
overseas  Christians  desire  such  a  shift 
from  "paternalism”  to  “partnership”  is 
forcefully  illustrated  by  Bishop  Joshi’s 
article  elsewhere  on  this  page. 

This  new  stance  notwithstanding,  the 
Global  Ministries  Board  issued  a  warn¬ 
ing  last  year  that  the  dollar’s  devalua¬ 


tion,  coupled  with  decreases  in  gifts,  was 
threatening  to  force  additional  cuts  of 
missionaries  who  were  still  needed  and 
wanted  by  overseas  churches. 

An  appeal  went  out  for  additional 
funds.  Reports  are  that  the  church’s 
membership  contributed  much  more 
than  the  minimum  needed  to  maintain 
the  present  missionary  force.  The  added 
funds— coupled  with  requests  from  over 
seas  churches  for  some  additional  mis¬ 
sionaries  —  have  led  to  plans  for  recruit¬ 
ment  and  dispatching  of  more  mission¬ 
aries  during  the  coming  year. 

The  membership’s  response  proves 
that  the  church  is  still  capable  of  rising  to 
the  occasion  when  a  need  is  persuasively 
presented.  At  a  time  when  so  many  parts 
of  the  church  have  developed  a  "decline 
and  retreat”  mentality,  it  is  good  for  us 
all  to  see  a  genuine  “increase  and  ad¬ 
vance”  take  place. 

There  remains  much  to  be  done.  But 
when  one  considers  both  the  projected 
quantitative  increase  in  our  missionary 
force  and  the  qualitative  growth  and 
emerging  missionary  consciousness  of 
the  churches  overseas,  one  can  take 
heart  that  the  church  is  moving  forward 
rather  than  backwards  in  living  out  this 
part  of  its  mission. 


Evangelical  Missions  Council  deplored; 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  supported 


A  day  to  celebrate  neighborliness 


Observance  of  Rural  Life  Sunday  (May 
19)  is  to  help  persons  in  urban  and  rural 
churches  be  reminded  of  the  place  of 
rural  life  in  the  past  as  well  as  the  pre¬ 
sent.  The  rural  church  is  faced  with  a 
declining  constituency.  The  resource  of 
farm  land  is  coming  into  the  hands  of 
fewer  and  fewer  people.  Face  to  face 
experiencing  of  community  life,  getting 
to  know  people  as  whole  persons  in  many 
facets  of  living  is  becoming  rare. 

These  trends  point  up  changes  to  which 
we  need  to  be  sensitive.  They  raise 
questions  as  to  what  can  be  done  to 
strengthen  the  rural  church  and  the 
values  which  are  a  part  of  rural  living. 
What  is  it  going  to  mean  to  have  the  food 
supply  of  the  nation  in  the  hands  of  large 
agri-business  firms?  How  do  we  keep 
human  when  we  know  persons,  and  are 
known,  only  as  “plumbers,” 
"secretaries,”  “professional  people,” 
“hands,”  “employees,”  etc.?  How  can 
we  bring  into  impersonal  urban  life 
genuine  interest  in  our  neighbor's  needs, 
the  real  concern  for  one  another  that  is  a 
part  of  rural  living  at  its  best? 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


The  fact  of  growing,  almost  complete 
urbanization,  of  this  country  is  dawning 
upon  us.  We  have  the  choice  of  allowing 
by  inaction  and  indifference  the  spread  of 
the  worst  elements  of  urbanization.  On 
the  other  hand,  we  can  become  aware  of 
the  best  values  in  rural  life  and  find  ways 
to  preserve  those  fine  human,  face  to 
face,  experiences  that  can  keep  city 
living  from  being  so  impersonal,  cold  and 
even  cruel  through  just  not  knowing  who 
one’s  neighbor  is. 

On  Rural  Life  Sunday  take  a  few 
moments  to  emphasize  the  source  of 
some  of  our  finer  practices  of  neigh¬ 
borliness,  unselfish  sharing  of  time  and 
goods,  as  well  as  a  faith  that  developed  in 
spite  of  hardship,  disappointment,  and 
the  capriciousness  of  nature.  Just 
maybe,  in  the  midst  of  our  crowded  cities 
hemmed  in  by  concrete,  macadam,  steel, 
and  glass,  we  can  still  preserve  and 
make  to  flourish  the  qualities  that  makes 
rural  life  something  to  cherish  as  the 
“good  ole  days.” 

SamN.  Varnell  Jr. 

Holston  Conference  Editor 


By  R.  D.  JOSH! 

You  have  published  numerous  stories 
regarding  the  formation  of  an 
Evangelical  Missions  Council  to 
represent  the  special  concerns  of  "Good 
News”  evangelicals  in  the  United  States, 
and  the  way  in  which  leaders  of  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  are  attempting  to  relate  to  the 
group  (TM/UMR,  Feb.  15,  Feb.  22, 
March  1,  April  12.)  I  feel  constrained  to 
provide  readers  of  your  esteemed  paper 
with  a  different  perspective  on  this 
development :  that  of  a  leader  in  one  of 
the  overseas  Methodist  Churches. 

Even  before  my  visit  to  your  country 
earlier  this  year  I  was  informed  by  some 
missionaries  of  efforts  being  made  to  set 
up  a  rival  Board  of  Missions  to  solicit 
funds  and  channel  them  directly  to 
missionaries  known  to  be  sympathetic 
with  the  aims  and  claims  of  the  Good 
News  Evangelical  Missions  Consortium, 
bypassing  the  accredited  agencies  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  and  thus 
confusing  both  the  requesting  and 
responding  churches. 

This  attempt  to  alienate  missionaries 
from  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  to 
brand  some  as  evangelical  and  others 
humanistic,  is  causing  much  concern  in 
churches  overseas.  It  is  nothing  short  of 
exploitation  of  persons  and  situations  in 
the  name  of  Evangelical  Christianity.  I 
suspect  that  special  attention  is  being 


EDITORS'  Note:  Bishop  R.  D. 
Joshi  is  a  leader  in  the  Methodist 
Church  in  Southern  Asia,  with  of¬ 
fices  in  Bombay,  India.  While  in  the 
United  States  recently,  R^Jiop  Joshi 
saw  reports  in  TM/UMf(,  of  crit¬ 
icisms  being  hurled  at  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  by  the  newly  formed 
“Evangelical  Missions  Council.” 
His  response  to  these  reports,  under 
the  general  heading  “Perspective  of 
a  Methodist  leader  overseas,”  is 
presented  as  a  part  of  TM/UMR’s 
continuing  forum  through  which 
ideas  and  concerns  regarding  the 
church  are  presented  and  discussed. 

paid  to  missionaries  known  not  so  much 
for  their  evangelical  leanings  as  for  their 
proven  fund-raising  capacities. 

The  situation  appears  to  be  all  the 
more  deplorable  because  the  leadership 
of  the  newly  organized  Evangelical 
Missions  Council  is  being  provided  by 
some  old  time  missionaries  who  have  ful¬ 
ly  enjoyed  the  privileges  of  being  the 
Board's  missionaries  and  are  now 
feverishly  enlisting  support  at  home  to 
push  their  pet  projects  and  proteges  in 
the  mission  field.  Such  vested  interests 
have  caused  more  damage  and  em¬ 
barrassment  to  the  churches  overseas 
than  anything  else.  I  implore  my  un- 


How  do  ‘lay  activities  ’  differ  from  ministry? 


To  the  Editor: 

I  have  been  asking  people  here  and 
there  the  question,  "What  are  ‘lay  ac¬ 
tivities’  in  the  church?”  I  have  had  the 
sneaking  suspicion  that  “lay  activities” 
have  nothing  much  to  do  with  the  mission 
or  ministry  of  the  church.  I  know  about 
people  —  clergy  and  non-clergy  —  who 
are  evangelists,  teachers,  preachers, 
counselors,  readers,  singers,  etc.  in  the 
church.  But  how  are  “lay  activities”  and 
“lay  concerns”  different  from  these? 

I  was  a  layman  (a  non-clergy  member 
in  the  church)  until  I  was  40  years  old.  In 
those  days  I  could  never  understand 
activities  that  were  concerned  with  my 
stqtus  as  "laity.”  Such  activities  always 
le(t  me  cold,  as  being  too  much  con¬ 
cerned  about  self.  I  felt  I  was  a  Christian 
working  in  Christ’s  church  to  do  his  work. 
Evangelism,  teaching,  missions!  That’s 
where  the  action  is  and  that  is  where 
laypersons  ought  to  be  involved. 

I  would  rejoin  the  ranks  of  the  “laity” 
and  give  up  my  pastoral  appointment  if  it 
would  help  the  laity  to  see  the  great 
possibilities  they  have  for  ministry  (as 
opposed  to  the  promotion  of  "lay  ac- 
Unities”)  BU,  McCutcheon 

Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana 
:\©  age  is  loo  old  to  prepare 
for  the  ministry 

Tq  the  Editor: 

j  am  writing  this  to  answer  the 
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question  of  the  person  who  wonders  how 
old  is  “too  old”  to  prepare  for  the 
ministry. 

I  too,  am  a  man  of  40-plus  preparing  for 
the  ministry.  I  don’t  think  that  any  age  is 
too  old  to  prepare  for  the  ministry.  At  the 
age  of  40-plus  I  am  a  student  pastor  at  a 
four  point  charge  in  Southwestern 
Pennsylvania  and  a  full-time  student  at  a 
local  college  preparing  for  seminary. 
There  are  others  who  are  in  the  plus  50s 
and  even  plus  60s  who  are  preparing  for 
the  ministry. 

When  Jesus  said,  “Go  ye  therefore  and 
teach  all  the  nations,”  he  did  not  put  any 
age  limit  on  it.  Likewise,  he  did  not  say 
whether  you  be  man  or  woman. 

Allen  D.  Pebley 

Waynesburg,  Pennsylvania 

Why  (I  id  n’t  you  tell 
the  rest  of  the  story  ? 

To  the  Editor. 

I  am  referring  to  the  article,  “Ten 
years  reverse  race  issue”  (TM/UMR, 
April  26).  While  the  person  doing  the 
research  gave  us  details  on  how  Bishop 
Golden,  who  is  black,  and  Bishop  Mat¬ 
thews,  who  is  white,  did  finally  get 
together  by  invitation  in  a  worship 
service  in  Los  Angeles,  he  ignored  (I 
expect  on  purpose)  the  details  of  the 
occasion  on  which  they  were  denied  this 
privilege  in  Jackson,  Mississippi. 

It  was  at  a  time  in  history  of  political 
upheaval  and  readjustment  which  I 
believe  occasioned  these  gentlemen  to  be 
in  the  vicinity  of  Jackson,  Mississippi  at 
the  time.  Some  people  have  the  opinion 
that  these  gentlemen  were  in  a  political 
sense  adding  fuel  to  an  explosive 
situation,  and  from  a  religious  point  of 
view  might  have  had  better  things  to  do! 

James  W.  Betts 

Salisbury,  Maryland 

Picture  and  story  prom pted 
reader  to  folloirup 

To  the  Editor: 

As  a  result  of  your  picture  and  article 
on  the  Mary  McLeod  Bethune  Memorial 
(TM/UMR.  March  29),  I  sent  to 
Bethune-Cookman  College  in  Daytona 
Beach,  Florida  and  received  a  copy  of 
“The  College  Built  on  Prayer.”  This  little 
booklet  is  a  well- written  story  of  this 
remarkable  woman’s  life.  I  have  offered 
it  for  use  in  our  local  high  school’s  black 
studies  program.  Your  readers  might 
wish  to  send  for  this  booklet  —  as  I  am 
sure  many  Methodists  know  little  or 
nothing  of  Mary  McLeod  Bethune. 

I  also  use  your  “contest”  pictures  and 
build  a  program  around  them  for  use  in 
small  groups.  In  fact,  there  are  so  many 
good  articles  that  I  keep  a  file  of  clip¬ 
pings  and  always  have  program  material 
when  called  upon.  Thanks  for  a  good  job! 

Mrs.  Rose  LeMasters 

Milledgeville,  Illinois 
Headline  disputed 
To  the  Editor: 

Come  now  —  doesn’t  your  headline 
composer  read  the  article  before  he  sets 
the  heading?  I  refer  to  the  “Good  News 
refuses  middle-road  stand  in  con¬ 
troversial  issues"  heading  in  which  you 
“review”  the  article  "Perils  of  Middle- 
Roading”  from  the  Winter  issue  of  Good 


News  (TM/UMR.  April  19).  I  have  that 
issue  in  my  hand,  and  there  is  no  way  I 
can  read  tt  to  mean  that  Good  News 
refuses  a  middle  road.  In  the  interests  of 
good  joflrftalism  and  good  Christianity, 
why  not  print  a  retraction  of  that 
headline,  or  better  still,  print  the  whole 
article  from  Good  News.  I’m  sure  they’ll 
gladly  grant  permission.  Let  the  reader 
judge! 

Please,  please,  let’s  don’t  let  our 
church  paper  follow  secular  journalism 
down  a  slanted  and  twisted  road.  Let’s 
keep  our  tongues  and  our  pens  as  close  to 
truth  as  we  can  possibly  come. 

Mrs.  Marvin  Maxfield 
Admire,  Kansas 

EDITOR’S  NOTE:  We  seek  always  to 
write  headlines  which  reflect  accurately 
the  content  and  tone  of  the  stories  to 
which  they  refer.  The  headline  in  ques¬ 
tion  was  inaccurate.  We  regret  the  error. 

Many  expressions  in  paper 

cause  me  to  burn  inside 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  amazed  at  some  of  the  ex¬ 
pressions  I  have  read  in  TM/UMR  of 
some  of  my  fellow  members  and  even 
some  preachers.  I  can  hardly  see  how 
people  expect  to  continue  through  life 
with  their  vauge  ideas. 

Amnesty,  alcohol,  abortion  and  sex 
seem  to  be  all  these  people  give  thought 
to,  and  I  guess  the  reason  why  is  because 
the  same  is  on  TV  all  the  time.  Scanty 
bikinis  (sun  glasses  would  cover  more) 
are  inviting  rapists  and  other  disturbed 
people.  Little  against  this  has  been  said 
by  our  church  people. 

Amnesty  (unconditionally)  is  men¬ 
tioned  so  that  the  guilty  could  return  to 
their  loved  ones.  This  action  will  not  help 
the  loved  ones  of  the  young  boys  who 
went  to  fight  the  battles.  The  loved  ones 
should  have  been  given  thought  when  so 
many  deserted  their  duty  to  this  country. 

1  have  no  sympathy  for  them  or  their 
loved  ones;  let  some  intellectual  show 
me  where  I  am  wrong. 

If  you  print  this,  I  hope  you  are  not 
burning  inside  as  I  am. 

Norvil  D.  Fitch 
Houston,  Texas 
Plaudits ,  comments  offered , 
atid  ‘ one  small  hone  'picked 
To  the  Editor: 

Thank  you!  Thank  you!  Thank  you! 
The  editorial  page  alone  of  the  4-19-74 
issue  was  worth  the  price  of  a  year’s 
subscription.  From  the  editorials 
themselves  to  “An  evangelist’s 
guidelines”  —  a  gem  of  theology  in  down- 
to-earth  terms  —  even  through  the 
plaintive  effusion  of  your  88-year-old 
letter  writer,  there  was  genuine  food  for 
thought.  I  must  pick  one  small  bone  with 
you,  however.  That  is  the  small  goof  in 
the  columnar  arrangement  of  Robert 
Hall’s  excellent  statement. 

The  letters  aren’t  nearly  so  depressing 
now  as  they  seemed  to  be  uniformly 
several  months  in  a  row.  I  do  wish, 
though,  that  people  would  not  cite 
Bonhoeffer  as  if  he  had  the  authority  of 
Scripture  (see  Harry  W.  Moore  III  let¬ 
ter).  Grateful  as  we  all  must  be  for 
Dietrich  Bonhoeffer’s  amazing  witness  to 


suspecting  Christian  brethren  in  this 
country  not  to  lend  support  or  en¬ 
couragement  to  such  unauthorized 
agents  or  agencies. 

Missions  today  requires 
partnership 

Partnership  in  mission  requires  a 
church-to-church  relationship  and  the 
accredited  agencies  of  the  requesting 
and  responding  churches  are  the  proper 
vehicles  to  establish  such  relationships. 
Missional  concerns  and  priorities  are 
determined  in  partnership  and  this  is 
exactly  the  task  in  which  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  is  engaged  with 
overseas  churches.  What  is  “evangelical 
Christianity”  and  what  is  not  is  not  some¬ 
thing  which  a  group  of  self-styled  evan¬ 
gelicals  in  this  country  alone  can  decide. 

The  whole  approach  of  the  Good  News 
evangelicals  is  paternalistic,  irrelevant 
and  out  of  touch  with  the  realities  of  the 
mission  field.  For  them  overseas 
churches  have  no  part  to  play  in  the 
revival  of  evangelical  emphasis  in 
foreign  missions.  It  is  only  a  matter  of 
negotiation  between  them  and  the  World 
Division  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  and  failing  that,  setting  up 
their  own  channels  for  implementation  of 
their  “evangelical”  concerns  and  the 
fulfillment  of  the  Great  Commission.  The 
overseas  churches  have  no  role  to  play  in- 
determining  missional  priorities  as  far 
as  these  Methodist  Evangelicals  are 
concerned. 

Two  major  reasons  are  cited  for 
organizing  the  Evangelical  Missions 
Council:  (1)  declining  missionary  forces 
and  (2)  increasing  numbers  of  United 
Methodist  missionaries  working  for 
independent  missionary  boards.  This 
decline  in  missionary  forces  is  a  world¬ 
wide  phenomenon.  There  is  nothing 
surprising  about  it;  it  is  a  witness  to  the 
maturity  of  the  churches  overseas.  The 
days  of  missions  from  West  to  East  have 
ended;  our  mission  today  is  set  within  the 
six  continents  The  countries  of  the  third 
world  are  beginning  to  send  missionaries 
to  other  lands.  They  are  both  sending  and 
receiving  missionaries. 

Missionaries  are  needed  .  .  . 
but  not  the  ‘Good  News’  type 

Missionaries  will  always  be  needed, 
This  is  a  Gospel  imperative.  But  not  the 
type  of  missionaries  the  “Good  News” 
Evangelicals  have  in  mind.  They  want  to 
single  out  evangelical  missionaries  for 
selective  giving  and  special  financial 
support.  We  have,  for  a  long  time, 
discouraged  gifts  being  channelized 
through  missionaries.  This  has  marred 
missionary  witness,  encouraged 


the  Christian  faith,  we  certainly  must 
question  if  he  would  want  his  words  to  be 
used  as  final  on  so  many  subjects  as  is 
‘the  case  so  often  today.  Neither  do  Hind 
Mr.  Moore’s  use  of  Jdf&ttiah  on  abortion  'paternalism,  and  has  in  the  past  tempted 


very  convincing. 

Your  story  headlined  “The  Preacher’s 
a  Lady,  Too,”  was  very  welcome  as  it 
brought  me  up-to-date  on  a  cousin  and 
fellow  Oberlin  “alumnist.”  Kay  Bailey 
Moore  was,  I  believe,  the  first  woman  to 
be  ordained  in  our  conference.  For 
continuing  a  trail-blazing  career,  I 
personally  applaud  her.  I  also  applaud 
you,  sir,  for  treating  your  readers  as 
adult  Christians  who  are  glad' for  meaty 
material  in  your  paper. 

Samuel  A.  Snyder  Jr. 

Templeville,  Maryland 
EDITOR’S  NOTE:  We  still  are  not 
certain  how  even  newspaper  shop 
gremlins  could  have  created  such 
disarrangement  in  Mr.  Hall’s  statement. 
Fortunately,  the  points  were  numbered 
so  that  the  interested  reader  could  un¬ 
scramble  them. 


some  to  become  little  Rajahs  wielding 
great  powers  in  churches  overseas.  The 
United  Methodist  Church’s  present 
system  of  block  grants  and  of  channeling 
the  salaries  and  allowance  of 
missionaries  through  the  overseas 
churches  has  greatly  strengthened  our 
partnership  in  mission. 

What  the  Good  News  Evangelicals  are 
trying  to  do  is  to  turn  the  clock  back  and 
revert  to  the  traditional  structures  of 
western  missions,  raising  funds  and 
channeling  them  through  their  own 
missionaries,  all  this  without  any 
reference  to  the  churches  overseas. 
Naturally  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
is  their  target  of  attack.  Some  of  the 
charges  levelled  against  the  Board  are: 
its  unconcern  for  unevangelized  billions, 
unfaithfulness  to  the  biblical  bases  of 
missions  and  the  mandates  of  the 


A  SPECIAL  INVITATION  FROM 
DR.  LAWRENCE  HAWLEY 
OF  THE  UNITED 
METHODIST  CHURCH 
AT  LAGUNA  HILLS.  CALIFORNIA. 


“Discipline,’’  excessive  emphasis 
Quit  quibbling  over  minutia;  social  concerns  to  the  exclusion  of 

consider  the  basic  question 
!To  the  Editor: 

Regarding  the  labor-management 
dispute  at  Pikeville,  Ky.,  has  it  occurred 
to  you  that  you  are  quibbling  over 
minutia?  (TM/UMR,  April  5) 

The  big  question  is  the  direction  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church.  For  some  forty 
or  fifty  years  the  church  has  become  a 
political  action  agency  with  an  extreme 
labor  bias.  Apparently  to  them  labor, 
when  organized,  could  do  i^p  wrong.  The 
rights  of  the  individual  Vere'  to  be  sub¬ 
merged  or  destroyed  if  necessary. 

Is  it  possible  that  this  approach  is 
responsible  for  the  fact  that  the  United 
Methodist  Church  is  a  dying  institution? 

That  is  the  question  toward  which  the 
attention  of  the  membership,  lay  and 
clergy,  should  be  directed. 

H.  C.  Sanders 
Homer,  Louisiana 

On  e  of  t  h  e  fin  es  t 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  editorial  in  the  April  5  issue, 

“Labor,  Management,  and  the  Social 
Principles,”  is  one  of  the  very  finest  I 
have  read  anywhere  on  this  subject.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  I  could  even  say  that  it  is 
one  of  the  best  I  have  ever  read  on  any 
subject. 

The  editorial  is  clear,  timely,  and 
represents  a  word  that  needs  very  much 
to  be  spoken  and  also  to  be  heard 
throughout  the  church.  In  my  opinion,  it 
represents  religious  journalism  at  its 
finest. 

Though  I  do  not  always  agree  with  your 
opinions,  I  do  always  find  them  to  be  well 
reasoned  and  presented  in  a  fair  manner. 

For  some  time,  I  have  felt  a  growing 
appreciation  for  your  publication,  and  for 
the  splendid  service  you  are  performing 
through  it.  I  am  not  a  regular  letter- 
writer,  and  this  is  not  necessarily  for 
publicaticn,  but  the  striking  nature  of 
this  latest  of  your  efforts  moves  me  to 
express  this  appreciation. 

David  H.  Andrews 
Frederick,  Maryland 


evangelical  concerns,  and  inef¬ 
fectiveness  “in  carrying  out  the 
missional  concerns  of  the  evangelical 
segment  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church.” 

Their  criticisms  of  Global 
Ministries  Board  are  deplorable 

Such  strictures  against  an  agency  set 
up  by  the  general  church  with  great  care 
are  deplorable  indeed.  What  surprises 
those  who  are  intimately  connected  with 
work  overseas  is  that  those  who  level 
such  criticisms  appear  to  be  altogether 
out  of  touch  both  with  the  working  of  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  and  the 
realities  of  the  mission  field. 

Some  of  these  critics  were,  perhaps, 
part  of  the  Board  of  Missions  and  its 
policies  in  the  days  when  some  of  these 
criticisms  might  have  been  justifiable. 
But  how  such  criticisms  are  applicable 
today  passes  my  comprehension.  The 
newly  organized  and  vastly  more 
representative  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  is  far  more  responsive  to  the 
vital  concerns  of  the  overseas  churches 
than  it  has  ever  been  before.  Of  course  it 
cannot  represent  mainly  the  concerns  of 
a  particular  segment  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  as  the  “Good  News” 
Evangelicals  expect  it  to  do.  It  must 
represent  the  whole  church.  Above  all,  it 
must  represent  the  concerns  and  needs  of 
churches  overseas. 

For  the  overseas  churches,  especially 
the  Methodist  Church  in  Southern  Asia, 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  is  the  only 
recognized  and  accredited  agency  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  of  which  we  are 
a  part.  It  must  be  strengthened;  if  there 
are  deficiencies  they  can  be  corrected 
through  channels  provided  in  the 
“Discipline.”  In  the  past  few  years 
several  dialogues  and  consultations  have 
been  held  between  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  and  the  churches  overseas. 
These  have  helped  to  strengthen  our 
partnership  relations,  establish  con¬ 
sensus  on  missional  priorities,  and  en¬ 
courage  the  younger  churches  toward 
maturity  and  selfhood. 

I  realize  that  the  “Good  News” 
evangelicals  may  have  some  real  con¬ 
cerns.  But  I  do  not  see  how  they  can  be 
dealt  with  by  negotiations  with  the  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  alone,  or  by  setting 
up  a  rival  Missions  Council.  This  will  only 
cause  confusion  and  defeat  the  very 
purposes  which  are  sought  to  be  fulfilled. 

1  suggest  a  continuing  dialogue  between 
the  representatives  of  the  Good  News 
Evangelicals,  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
and  the  churches  overseas.  This  will 
provide  the  platform  for  a  face-to-face 
exchange  of  views  and  concerns. 

Hoh>  Qood  It  Is 

By  CONRAD  ARCHER 
How  good  it  is  to  be  tired, 

And  to  sink  slowly  into  a  bed, 
soft  pillow,  clean  sheets, 

How  good  it  is  to  take  one  last  close  look 
At  this  day  You  gave  to  me. 

How  good  were  the  times  1  exulted  .  .  . 

In  the  joy  of  your  acknowledged 
presence. 

In  the  clearing  of  an  idea, 
like  a  pea  spurting  from  a  pod 
In  the  forgiveness  You  lovingly  gave 
to  my  imperfectness. 

How  good  is  the  hug  of  a  trusting  young 
child. 

The  touch  of  an  understanding  wife. 

O  God,  my  God,  how  good  is  your  glory. 
How  good  is  your  acceptance 
Of  my  incomplete  thanksgiving. 


‘‘We’d  like  you  to  vaca¬ 
tion  in  Southern  Cali¬ 
fornia  and  worship 
with  us.  And  Leisure 
World  has  a  great  way 
to  help  you!’ 

Wouldn’tyoulikea  vaca 
tion  in  Southern  Califor 
nia?  Well,  if  you're  52  or 
older.  Leisure  World  can 
help  you  With  the 
Leisure  World  Vacation 
FunPak. 

The  Leisure  World  Va¬ 
cation  FunPak  is  a  great 
way  to  enjoy  a  one  week 
vacation  for  two.  And  it 
costs  only  $100! 

Here’s  what  the  Vaca 


tion  FunPak  gives  you: 

□  A  week’s  stay  in  a 
fulPsized.  fully  furnished 
and  equipped  apart¬ 
ment  in  our  own  Vaca 
tion  Villas,  right  in 
Leisure  World. 

□  The  use  of  all 
twenty  million  dollars 
worth  of  Leisure  World 
recreational  facilities, 
including  swimming, 
golf,  tennis,  horseback 
riding,  our  four  fabulous 
Clubh  ouses.  and  much, 
much  more! 

□All  the  services  that 
are  included  in  Leisure 
World— security,  24 
hour  healthwatch  and 


fare  -  free  mini  bus 
among  others. 

□A  free  introductory 
sightseeing  tour  so  you’ll 
know  the  area  without 
using  any  of  your 
gasoline 

□  The  heart  of 
America’s  favorite  vaca 
tlonland.  Disneyland. 
Knott’s  Berry  Farm.  La 
guna  Beach,  Lion  Coun . 
try  Safari,  Marineland 
and  many  other  fun 
spots  are  right  nearby. 

Reservations  are 
necessary,  so  act  now! 
Send  your  coupon  in 
today 


r— - - 

I  ROSSMOOR  LEISURE  WORLD  VACATION  FUNPAK  PO.  Box  5000  I 
!  Laguna  Hills.  CA  92653 

|  CHECK-IN  DAYS  MONDAYTHROUGH  FRIDAY  ONLY.  ! 

I  Make  my  reservation  for -  Or  my  alternate  choice 


!  Enclosed  is  my  check  for  _ 

I  NAME _ 

I  ADDRESS _ 

!  CITY _ 


(date) 

_($100  per  couple). 


STATE_ 


I  □  Send  complete  Vacation  FunPak  information. 

J  Reservation!  cannot  bo  confirmed  without  depoll!  In  lull.  Conflrn 
I  mall.  Oepoilt  returned  if  lotervoliont  cannot  be  confirmed. 


ZIP 


n  will  be  tent  by  return 


ROSSMOOR  LEISURE  WORLD 

VACATION  FUNFAK 
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Student  -chaplain  is  ‘tops’ at  Northwestern 

Seminarian  rates  the  worshipping  community  as  main  target  of  ministry 
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James  Avery 


By  BILL  BUCHANAN 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

EVANSTON,  Ill.  -  Sitting  with  one  leg 
slung  over  the  arm  of  his  overstuffed 
desk  chair,  the  young,  long-haired 
seminarian  looked  somewhat  out  of  place 
in  the  imposing  marble  and  oak-paneled 
office. 

But  whether  he  looks  out  of  place  or  not 
is  beside  the  point.  Because  James  Avery 
'is  very  much  in  place  as  chaplain  of  the 
prestigious  Northwestern  University 
here. 

Since  the  youthful  Mr.  Avery  arrived 
here  several  months  ago,  things  have 
really  been  popping  at  the  awesome 


edifice  known  as  Alice  Millar  Chapel: 
services  have  taken  on  more  pizzazz, 
attendance  is  up  and  more  than  one 
unattached  co-ed  has  been  known  to  cast 
side-long  glances  at  the  energy -charged 
chaplain.  j 

To  find  a  24-year-old  chaplain  at  a 
university  as  pretigious  as  Northwestern 
is  a  bit  unusual.  But  then,  Mr,  Avery  is  a 
bit  unusual. 

His  sermons,  while  entertaining, 
command  the  respect  of  aged  scholar 
and  youthful  student.  His  view  of  the 
university  hierarchy,  while  respectful,  is 
laced  with  healthy  criticism.  His  life 
style,  while  deeply  serious  at  the  ap¬ 


propriate  times,  is  jovial  and  hectically 
fun-filled  at  others. 

Mr.  Avery,  who  is  a  United  Methodist, 
admits  that  he  was  somewhat  surprised 
—  and  a  little  bit  afraid  —  when  the 
university’s  board  of  trustees  offered 
him  the  job  on  a  one-year  interim  basis 
last  fall. 

But  Mr.  Avery  didn’t  let  that  fear  stop 
him  from  taking  a  year  off  from 
seminary  studies  at  Yale  University  to 
return  to  his  alma  mater. 

A  chance  that  worked 

“They  took  a  chance  on  me.  There’s  no 
doubt  about  that,"  smiles  Mr.  Avery. 


But  it’s  a  chance  that  worked  out:  the 
seminarian  is  setting  a  fresh  new  pace  in 
the  university’s  chaplaincy  that’s  ap¬ 
pealing  to  even  the  most  lethargic  of  the 
student  community. 

Reflecting  on  what  makes  his  work 
“go”  *  at  Northwestern,  the  interim 
chaplain  reckoned  that  worship  and  the 
worshipping  community  is  probably  the 
single  most  important  ingredient. 

“For  anyone  with  eyes  to  see  and  ears 
to  hear,  it  is  obvious  that  worship  is 
important  to  me.  In  fact  it  is  the  central 
event  in  my  understanding  of  the 
ministry  and  of  the  Christian  life,’'  ex¬ 
plains  Mr.  Avery. 


6Bi-cultural  sensitivity’  in  the 
development  of  curriculum  urged 


NASHVILLE  (UMC)  -  Calling  for 
white  editors,  writers,  and  illustrators  of 
church  school  curriculum  to  develop 
greater  bi-cultural  sensitivity,  Dr. 
Woodie  W.  White,  executive  secretary  of 
the  United  Methodist  Commission  on 
Religion  and  Race,  said,  “The  problem 
historically  of  the  presentation  of  the 
Gospel  message  by  the  Methodist  Church 
is  not  that  it  has  been  white  but  rather  it 
has  been  all  white.” 

Speaking,  along  with  four  other  panel 
members,  at  opening  sessions  of  the 
United  Methodist  Program-Curriculum 
Committee,  Dr.  White  said  there  is  never 
a  neutral  cultural  presentation  of  the 
Gospel. 

‘‘Until  recently,  and  only  now 
marginally,  the  black  Christian 
reflection  in  the  Gospel  message,  even 
black  life  experience,  were  all  but  absent 
from  curriculum  in  most  predominantly 
white  denominations  ” 

Because  blacks  have  functioned  in  a 
predominantly  white  culture,  Dr.  White 
said  it  has  been  possible  for  them  to  use 
“regular’’  curriculum  “if  it  does  not 
ignore  entirely  the  black  experience  or 
the  black  religious  experience." 
However,  he  said  there  is  need  for  sup¬ 
plemental  resources  which  have  a 
particular  racial  context. 

Jlethodists  to 
sell  property 
in  capital 

DENVER  (UMC)  —  Nearly  five  acres 
of  national  United  Methodist  property  in 
Washington,  D.C.,  will  be  offered  for 
sale,  largely  to  ease  financial  pressures 
on  program,  the  owners  decided  here 
recently. 

The  tract,  nearly  one-third  of  the  Ward 
Circle  site  purchased  17  years  ago  for  a 
projected  national  church  center,  has 
greatly  increased  in  value.  The  sale  is 
subject  to  approval  by  the  Council  on 
F  inance  and  Administration. 

Trustees  of  the  Methodist  Building 
decided  also  to  remodel  portions  of  the 
present  Washington  headquarters  for 
part  of  an  expanded  seminar  program,  at 
a  cost  of  some  $55,000.  The  seminars,  in 
New  York  and  Washington,  are  a  func¬ 
tion  of  the  Board  of  Church  and  Society 
(DCS)  and  the  Women’s  Division  of  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

The  BCS  Division  of  General  Welfare 
owns  the  Washington  building,  and  its 
trustees  are  headed  by  Judge  P.  B. 
Revels  of  Palatka,  Fla. 

The  division  also  owns  the  site  offered 
for  sale.  In  1957,  its  predecessor,  the 
Methodist  Board  of  Temperance,  bought 
19  acres  in  northwest  Washington  and 
transferred  it  to  a  denomination-wide 
Methodist  Corporation.  In  settlement  of  a 
$400,000  loan,  the  corporation  returned 
4.93  acres  to  the  division  and  sold  other 
small  portions,  retaining  11.8  acres. 

Although  the  total  site  is  clear  of  debt 
and  several  building  proposals  have  been 
advanced,  development  is  in  limbo 
pending  study  of  church-wide 
headquarters  needs.  In  addition,  the 
board  has  stated  its  lack  of  interest  in 
moving  the  four-mile  distance  from  its 
Capitol  Hill  location,  adjacent  to  the 
governmental  agencies  to  which  it 
relates. 

Another  major  factor  in  the  proposal  to 
sell  is  financial.  The  trustees  pointed  out 
that  the  site  produces  no  income,  while 
costing  some  $25,000  annually  in  taxes,  at 
a  time  when  BCS  is  under  considerable 
financial  pressure  due  to  inflation  and 
limited  budget  increases.  The  property  is 
now  estimated  to  be  worth  in  the 
millions.  Income  from  investing  such 
funds  would  be  a  source  of  augmenting 
the  board’s  budget. 

Until  April,  the  division  could  not  sell 
its  share  of  the  property  without  giving 
the  corporation  first  chance  to  buy  it 
back  at  the  original  cost. 

The  trustees  also  informed  the  General 
Commission  on  Chaplains  that  they  are 
not  at  this  time”  interested  in  buying 
the  nearby  chaplain  building,  for  which 
an  option  was  authorized  earlier. 
However,  they  agreed  that  long-range 
considerations  should  include  possible 
building  sites  on  Capitol  Hill  in  case  the 
government  should  want  the  present 
church  property. 

Remodeling  for  the  seminars  will  in¬ 
volve  vacating  two  of  some  50  apart¬ 
ments  in  the  building,  moving  tenants  of 
four  others,  moving  the  offices  of  Bishop 
James  K.  Mathews  and  the  Commission 
on  Religion  and  Race  to  the  fourth  floor, 
relocating  offices  of  the  Women’s 
i  Y> .  ion,  the  Division  of  Emerging  Social 
Issues  and  the  Religious  Coalition  on 
Abortion. 


The  inevitable  question  about 
specialized  resources  for  smaller  groups 
is,  Dr.  White  said,  “Can  they  pay  their 
way?" 

“I  believe  a  commitment  should  be 
made  to  subsidize  ethnic  curriculum.  The 
question  is  not  should  we  subsidize,  but 
what  should  we  subsidize,  he  said. 

Speaking  from  the  perspective  of  a 
local  church  Sunday  school  teacher,  Mrs. 
Odessa  Patton  of  Jackson,  Miss.,  said  a 
knowledge  and  appreciation  of  all 
cultures  is  mandatory.  Agreeing  that 
there  should  be  supplementary  resources 
for  ethnic  groups,  Mrs.  Patton  supported 
a  “main-line”  or  “regular”  curriculum. 

“One  learns  much  about  himself 
through  the  study  of  others,"  she  said. 
“All  races  should  be  represented.  .  . 
Problems  are  not  always  ethnic,  but  are 
human.” 

Mrs.  Barbara  Jackson  Smith,  Los 
Angeles,  a  member  of  the  37-member 
Committee  and  chairperson  of  a  Los 
Angeles  Inner  City  Task  Force  of  the 
Southern  California-Arizona  Conference 
Board  of  Education,  called  for  the  for¬ 
mation  of  a  task  force  “For  Black 
Curriculum  Adaptation  and  Develop¬ 
ment.” 

The  Committee  responded  positively 
by  adopting  the  proposal  in  principle  and 
offering  technical  assistance  to  help 
prepare  unit  descriptions  for  presen¬ 
tation  at  the  group’s  next  meeting  in 
December. 

The  Los  Angeles  Task  Force  has 
prepared  10  “Old  Testament  Biblical 
Images”  posters  particularly  aimed  at  a 
black  audience.  The  posters  have  been 
accepted  as  approved  supplemental 
resources  for  United  Methodist 
Curriculum.  Mrs.  Smith  said  20  other 
Images”  are  ready  for  reproduction 
when  funds  are  available.  The  proposal 
made  by  Mrs.  Smith  suggests  that  thd 
Los  Angeles  Task  force  be  an  ex¬ 
perimental  programmatic  unit  of  the 
Division  of  Education  of  the  Board  of 
Discipleship. 

The  Program  Curriculum  Committee 
is  composed  of  members  from  all  the 
agencies  of  the  church  but  is  ad¬ 
ministratively  linked  to  the  Board  of 
Discipleship.  Chairman  of  the  body  is 
Bishop  Melvin  E.  Wheatley,  Jr.,  Denver, 
Colo. 

Acknowledging  that  progress  has  been 
made  in  producing  materials  for  black 
United  Methodists,  Dr.  White  said  white 
United  Methodists  must  understand  that 
because  of  the  history  of  exclusion  of 
blacks  their  posture  and  stance  today  is 
“You  can’t  do  enough  fast  enough.” 

Dr.  Grant  Shockley,  profressor  at 
Candler  School  of  Theology  at  Emory 
University,  Atlanta,  and  moderator  for 
the  panel,  said  black  experience  is  the 
experience  of  being  neglected  and  op¬ 
pressed.  “it  is  the  reality  of  living  as  a 
non-white  in  a  white  society.” 

Charged  with  "designing  and 
authorizing  the  development  of  an  of¬ 
ficial  curriculum"  for  the  church,  the 
Program  Curriculum  Committee  has 
featured  one  particular  issue  or  concern 
at  its  semi-annual  meetings.  Concerns 
have  included  the  “Bishops’  Call  for 

Foundry  UMC  thrives 


Peace  and  Self  Development  of 
PeoDles,”  and  the  “evangelical”  per¬ 
spectives  on  curriculum. 

Dr.  Frank  B.  Stanger,  Wilmore,  Ky., 
president  of  Asbury  Theological 
Seminary,  was  named  chairman  of  the 
Committee’s  adult  section,  succeeding 
Dr.  Irving  Smith  of  Oklahoma  City  who 
recently  resigned. 

A  long  list  of  curriculum  units,  special 
elective  materials,  and  supplementary 
resources  were  approved  at  various 
stages  in  their  development.  Among 
these  was  the  description  for  an  ex¬ 
perimental  unit  on  theological  pluralism 
utilizing  three  theological  approaches  to 
illustrate  how  different  people  study  and 
perceive  things  differently  within  the 
Christian  context. 

One  unit  which  caused  major 
discussion  was  a  proposed  undated 
elective  unit  on  “Looking  at  Alternative 
Life  Styles  From  a  Christian  Per¬ 
spective.”  Proposed  to  the  Adult  section 
by  the  Commission  on  the  Status  and 
Role  of  Women,  the  unit  description 
suggests  as  study  sections:  “various 
family  sctuctures,  various  marital 
forms,  the  single  life,  the  gay  life,  the 
liberated  woman,  the  liberated  male, 
after  retirement,  the  leisure  life,  forced 
lifestyles  (widowed,  handicapped, 
unemployed,  divorced,  etc.)” 

The  Committee  deleted  a  sentence 
asking  the  editors  to  select  writers 
“living  out  the  alternative  lifestyle,” 
saying  the  editors  should  be  free  to  select 
whom  they  wish.  Dr.  William  P.  Wilson, 
a  psychiatrist  at  the  Duke  University 
Medical  Center  in  Durham,  N.C.,  and  a 
member  of  the  Committee,  moved  that 
the  units  speak  “to  the  following  issues 
consistent  with  the  Social  Principles  in 
the  1972  United  Methodist  Book  of 
Discipline.”  His  motion  was  aDDroved. 


Signs  of  con  fusion 

BRADFORD.  Pa.  —  One  could  give  spiritual  meaning  to  these  signs.  Some  of  the 
arrows  point  up  and  some  point  down.  But  the  driver  of  this  car  remains  unfazed  as 
he  drives  across  a  bridge  in  Bradford,  Pa.,  to  his  destination  on  the  other  side.  The 
choices  presented  may  prove  rather  confusing  to  other  motorists,  however. 


the  church  today 


United  Methodist  honored 
by  Religious  Heritage 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  Clarie  CoUins 
Harvey,  a  prominent  United  Methodist 
laywoman  and  national  president  of 
Church  Women  United  in  the  USA,  has 
been  named  winner  of  the  Churchwoman 
of  the  Year  Award  given  by  Religious 
Heritage  of  America  (RHA). 

RHA,  an  interfaith  religious  and 
educational  organization,  is  dedicated  to 
preserving  and  celebrating  America’s 
religious  heritage.  Through  its  Natonal 
Awards  Program,  RHA  honors 
Americans  who  have  made  a  significant 
impact  on  national  and  community  life 
through  practical  application  of  their 
religious  principles  in  their  daily  lives. 

Mrs.  Harvey  has  worked  in  leadership 
positions  in  the  World  Council  of  Chur¬ 
ches  and  the  United  Methodist  Church.  A 
native  of  Mississippi,  Mrs.  Harvey  holds 
a  degree  in  economics  and  mortuary 
science  and  is  president  of  the  Collins 
Funeral  Home,  Inc.,  and  Collins 
Insurance  Companies  of  Jackson,  Miss. 


RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 


But  sermons  are  only  a  part  of  the 
worship  experience  for  Mr  Avery,  who 
contends  that  all  aspects  of  worship  — 
liturgy,  congregational  singing,  an¬ 
thems,  prayers  —  must  interact  and 
communicate  with  each  other  for  wor¬ 
ship  to  be  truly  successful 

In  the  university  setting,  he  continued, 
the  worship  experience  is  important  in 
bringing  about  an  understanding  be¬ 
tween  faith  and  intellect. 

Mr.  Avery  sees  one  of  his  tasks  as 
bringing  Christianity  into  the  university 
community  on  intellectually  stable 
ground:  “.  .  .  we  must  be  committed  to 
bring  the  very  best  of  the  Christian 
perspective  in  the  community  of 
scholars.  This  is  why  these  chapel  ser¬ 
vices  are  so  important:  they  are  our  own 
education  as  well  as  a  potential  ex¬ 
perience  for  those  who  are  even  mildly 
interested  in  what  Christian  life  might  be 
about.” 

Challenging  the  power 
structure  —  gently 

But  preaching's  not  the  only  thing  this 
dynamic  minister-in-the-making  does 
He’s  also  involved  in  the  age-old  problem 
of  challenging  the  powers-that-be  in  the 
university  hierarchy. 

Being  a  member  of  the  university 
administration  (his  appointment  comes 
from  the  board  of  trustees),  Mr.  Avery 
has  ready  access  to  the  power  structure. 
But  it's  a  relationship  which  must  be 
handled  delicately,  especially  when 
criticism  is  made  public,  he  explained 
“It’s  difficult  for  the  bureaucracy  to 
examine  its  own  assumptions.  So  I  see 
one  of  my  functions  as  doing  some  of  the 
examining." 

Of  course,  he  hastened  to  add,  yon 
don’t  just  start  publicly  taking  tht 
president  or  board  of  trustees  to  task 
Mr  Avery  also  sees  himself  as  a 
counselor,  but  he  doesn’t  have  a  lot  of 
illusions  about  it. 

While  office  time  is  blocked  out  for 
counseling,  explained  the  seminarian,  he 
doesn’t  feel  that  counseling  is  his 
strongest  suit  at  this  stage  of  the  game 

‘Instant  fraternity’  — 
his  strong  suit 

What  is  a  strong  suit  he  said,  is  the 
almost  instant  fraternity  he  has  with 
other  students  due  to  his  age  and  due  to 
the  fact  that  he  is  a  recent  graduate  of 
Northwestern. 

Consequently  he’s  more  likely  to  be 
seen  “shooting  the  bull”  at  one  of  the 
student  gathering  places  rather  than 
taking  the  contemplative  therapist  pose 
behind  his  desk. 

The  university’s  student  newspaper 
recently  commented,  “It’s  too  bad 
Northwestemers  spend  Saturday  nights 
preparing  for  sleepy  Sunday  mornings 
With  Jim  Avery  manning  the  Alice  Millar 
Chapel  pulpit,  churchgoing  may  become 
more  entertaining  than  bar-hopping." 


Not  all  inner  city 
churches  are  dying 


WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (RNS)  — 
Foundry  United  Methodist  Church  here 
is  a  dramatic  challenge  to  the  theory  that 
most  old  city  churches  are  dying  or 
fleeing  to  the  suburbs. 

Located  at  16th  and  P  Streets  in  North¬ 
west  Washington,  Foundry  has  an 
average  Sunday  attendance  of  1,156 
drawn  from  the  entire  metropolitan  area. 

Why  has  160  year-old  Foundry  been 
able  not  only  to  survive  but  to  flourish 
when  many  older  congregations  in  cities 
are  gone  or  are  only  shadows  of  their 
former  selves? 

Dr.  Edward  W.  Bauman,  the  senior 
minister,  seems  to  be  a  major  reason, 
according  to  the  Washington  Star-News. 
A  recent  article  in  the  paper  explored 
what  is  happening  at  Foundry. 

The  minister’s  televised  Bauman  Bible 
Lessons  attract  many  persons  to  the 
church,  reporter  Bette  Synder  wrote,  and 
many  of  them  stay  because,  as  one 
member  said,  Dr.  Bauman  is  “an  in¬ 
spiring  teacher  and  the  love  of  God  flows 
through  him  to  us.” 

Pastor  at  Foundry  for  nine  years,  Dr. 
Bauman  says  his  chief  goal  is  to  “build  a 
strong  Christian  church  in  the  best 
Biblical  sense  of  the  word.” 

He  stresses  prayer,  study  and  action, 
and  prayer  and  health  ministries.  “They 
are  preparation  for  an  outward  journey,” 
he  said.  “We  move  inward  in  search  of 


God  in  order  to  move  outward  in  our 
ministries  to  the  people.” 

While  Foundry  is  not  a  community 
church  in  the  traditional  way,  it  is  con-1 
cerned  for  the  surrounding  area.  There  is 
a  full-time  community  minister,  the  Rev 
James  Palmer.  A  pre-school  for  neigh¬ 
borhood  children  cares  for  40  youngsters. 

A  tutoring  service,  a  hot  lunch 
program  for  senior  citizens  (operated 
under  the  National  Nutrition  Program), 
services  to  alcoholics  and  drug  addicts 
and  a  hospital  ministry  are  parts  of  the 
Foundry  outreach. 

Some  members  are  helping  area 
residents  with  housing  problems,  in¬ 
cluding  reported  landlord  violations  of 
city  codes. 

Other  committees  deal  with 
emergency  food,  clothing  and  furniture 
needs. 

The  Washington  Pastoral  Counseling 
Service,  begun  by  Foundry  and  still 
headquartered  there,  covers  the 
Washington-Baltimore  area  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

Foundry  has  an  illustrious  history. 
Such  figures  as  President  Abraham 
Lincoln  and  Rutherford  B.  Hayes  and 
Winston  Churchill  have  sat  within  its 
sanctuary. 

Today  the  church  is  striving  to  be  a 
God-directed  community  expressing  its 
love  in  mission. 


Americans  give  more  to  religion 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  Americans  gave 
more  money  to  religion  in  1973  than  ever 
before  —  $10  billion  and  90  million  —  or 
$650  million  more  than  the  $9.44  billion 
given  the  year  before,  according  to  the 
1974  Annual  Report  of  Giving  USA. 

However,  religion  again  received  a 
decreasing  share  of  the  philanthropic 
total.  Religious  giving  slipped  from  49.4 
per  cent  of  the  total  in  1964  to  41.4  per  cent 
of  the  total  in  1973.  Total  giving  in  1973 
reached  a  record  $24.5  billion,  an  in¬ 
crease  of  $2  billion. 

Giving  to  religion  also  showed  the 
smallest  percentage  gain  in  all 
categories  of  giving  (6.9  per  cent  in¬ 
crease  ) . 

The  analysis  on  religious  giving  is  part 
of  Giving  USA’s  compilation  of  facts  and 
trends  on  American  philanthropy  for  the 
year  1973  Giving  USA  is  a  publication  of 
the  American  Association  of  Fund- 
Raising  Counsel,  Inc.  (AAFRC). 


Seminarians  to  benefit 
from  trust  fund 

NASHVILLE  (UMC)  —  A  $275,000 
endowed  trust  fund  to  provide  scholar¬ 
ships  for  United  Methodist  seminarians 
has  been  established  from  the  estate  of 
the  late  Charles  W.  Tadlock,  Jr.,  of  St. 
Louis,  Mo.,  in  memory  of  his  father,  a 
Methodist  leader  in  Missouri  for  many 
years. 

To  be  administered  by  the  Section  of 
Loans  and  Scholarships  of  the  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry,  the 
scholarships  will  go  to  seminary  students 
with  preference  given  to  ministerial 
students  from  the  state  of  Missouri. 

Dr.  Tadlock,  in  whose  memory  the 
fund  was  established,  served  22  years  as 
pastor  of  Centenary  United  Methodist 
Church  in  St.  Louis  and  was  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  St.  Louis  District. 

United  Methodists  major 
supporters  of  World  Council 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  U.S.  churches 
contributed  $634,938  to  the  general  ad¬ 
ministrative  budget  of  the  World  Council 
of  Churches  in  1973. 

Two  denominations,  the  United 
Presbyterian  Church  and  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  gave  slightly  less  than 
half  the  total  amount,  which  does  not 
include  relief  funds  or  giving  for  various 
program  commissions  and  special 
projects 

The  three  million-member  United 
Presbyterian  Church  contributed 
$172,988,  while  the  10.3  million-member 
United  Methodist  Church  gave  $166,858. 
The  remainder  came  from  25  Protestant 
and  Orthodox  denominations 


Classified 

Rate:  25c  per  word,  figure  or  lnUtal  per  In¬ 
sertion.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on 
contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  In  advance.  Minimum  charge  of  $6.25 
Service  charge  or  blind  ads  $1.00  per  Insertion. 

UNUSUAL  RETREAT-RENEWAL  CENTER 
to  mountain  wilderness.  Ecumenical  com¬ 
munity.  Family  and  Individual  vacations. 
Workshops,  seminars,  hiking,  camping, 
riding.  Continuing  education  opportunities. 
Outstanding  leadership.  Small.  Unstructured. 

June  1- August  30.  Write:  Director.  Ring  Lake 
Ranch.  Dubois.  Wyoming  82513. 

A  UNIQUE  OPPORTUNITY.  A  successful 
retired  salesman  or  minister  to  represent  one 
of  America’s  fastest  growing  religious  radio 
programs  to  your  area.  Exceptionally  good 
Income  potential.  If  Interested,  write, 
Methodist  Hour.  Box  77.  Orlando.  Florida 

32602 

WASTING  ENERGY  IS  POOR  STEWARD¬ 
SHIP:  Professional  consulting  engineer  In 
western  Pennsylvania,  knowledgeable  In 
church-related  facilities  and  program, 
available  to  do  engineering-economic  studies 
of  existing  heating  and  cooling  systems. 
Consultation  services,  computerized  analysis 
and  reports  prepared  as  needed.  Reasonable 
coats.  Write  to:  Engineer.  TM-UMR.  P.O. 

Box  1076.  Dallas.  Texas  75221. 

WE  SPECIALIZE  IN  church  pew  upholstery. 
Quality  work  at  reasonable  prices.  For  further 
information,  contact:  Randall's  Upholstery. 

408  S.  College.  Waxahachie.  Texas  75165. 
Telephone  (214)  937-3680. 

FDR  SALE:  Beautiful,  two-bedroom  home  In 
Largo.  Florida.  Lovely  neighborhood  and 
yard,  porch  and  Florida  room  Perfect  con¬ 
dition.  furnished,  move  right  In.  $27,500.  Rev 
William  Blandlng.  1330-13th  Ave.  N..  St. 
Petersburg.  Fla.  33705. 

FOR  SALE:  Two  manuel  and  pedal  Wurlltzer 
(horseshoe  console),  four  ranks,  unified.  You 
will  need  to  remove  and  move.  Contact:  First 
United  Methodist  Church.  P.  O.  Box  6, 
Midland.  Texas  79701. 

HOMEPARENTS  NEEDED  for  child  care 

These  are  full  time  positions  for  married 
couples  with  no  dependei  ts.  In  addition  to 
salary,  we  provide  meals  'sundry  service, 
living  quarters  while  on  duty,  sick  leave;  also 
Insurance  and  retirement  programs  are- 

COME  GO  WITH  US:  Mediterranean  Jet 
Cruise.  Holy  Land.  Greece.  Egypt.  Lebanon. 

Syria.  Islands.  July  17-August  1.  Florence  and 

Jack  Oglesby.  1818  Doss  Circle.  Arlington. 

Texas  78013.  (817)-275-3893. 

available.  Applicants  must  be  non-smokers, 
non-drinkers,  high  school  graduate,  preferably 
with  college  training.  These  positions  can,' 
provide  very  rewarding  experiences.  Please 
contact  the  personnel  Department.  Methodist 
Home.  1111  H-rrlng  Ave..  Waco.  Texas  76708. 

TWO  POSITIONS  OPEN  IN  3900- MEMBER 
DOWNTOWN  CHURCH:  Minister  or  Director 
of  Education  to  assume  duties  June  1.  Director 
of  Children’s  Ministries  to  direct,  coordinate 
and  continue  a  successful  and  thriving 
program.  Including  a  day  school  and  mothers 
day  out.  Please  send  Information,  pictures  and 
references  to:  Polk  St.  United  Methodist 
Church.  1401  Polk  St..  Amarillo.  Texas  79101. 
or  call  (816)-374-2891.  Walter  Browers.  We 
would  like  to  have  both  of  these  positions  filled 
by  June  1. 

LET  ME  CONDUCT  YOUR  CHURCH  CHOIR. 

I  am  enough  experienced.  If  Interested,  write 
and  test  my  ability.  David.  4118  Travis.  No. 

202.  Dallas.  Texas  75204. 

FROM  DALLAS.  JUNE  15.  Grand  Tour 
Eurcgre,  Scandinavia.  Russia.  Fall  tour: 
Greece,  Turkey,  Rhodes.  Cyprus.  7  days 
luxury  liner.  7  days  Holy  Land.  Bess 
Loudermllk,  3339  Milton.  Dallas  75205.  (214) 
363-2692. 

EXCLUSIVE  RETIREMENT  HOME  for 
ladles:  The  Sheriek  Memorial  Home.  2502 

Utica.  Lubbock.  Texas  79407.  Phone  (8061-799- 
8600. 

16  DAY  SCANDINAVIAN  ADVENTURE: 
Cdmplete  package,  escorted,  flrstclass  hotels. 

Low  cost.  Dallas  to  Dallas.  Departure  date: 

July  15.  Far  full  Information,  contact:  Dr.  and 

Mrs.  Eld  Hamilton.  Pastor-Ho6t.  415  N.  Lee  St.. 
Odessa.  Texas  79761.  Phone:  (AC  915)  337-1527 
(day),  362-S115  (evening). 

FOR  SINGLES  ONLY!  Stogies  —  Just  the  trip 
you  have  been  waiting  for!  The  Holy  Lands 
plus  Rome.  Athens.  Corinth.  Cairo.  Camel- 
back  ride  to  the  pyramids .  romantic  boat  rides 
to  sites  of  ancient  antiquity,  plus  more.  Dates: 

August  1-15.  For  more  Information,  write  or 
call:  Linda  Jones  2321  Westcreek  Lane.  No.  75- 
G.  Houston.  Texas  77027.  Phone  1-713-626-8298. 

SPECIAL  TEXAS  CONFERENCE  TOUR  of 
the  Holy  Land  for  World  Methodist 
Evangelism  Congress.  November  14-23.  Tour 
price  from  New  York  —  $679.  Optional  return 
via  Rome  and  Athens  available  for  $295.  For 
Information,  contact-  Rev.  Roddy  Bland.  5215 
Main,  Houston  77002.  (AC  713)-521-9383. 
Registration  deadline  Is  June  15. 

Cushions  t  or 

Church  Pews 

COMFORT  AND  BEAUTY 

AT  PRICES  YOU 

CAN  AFFORD 

Flowers  Cushion 
Service 

Keene,  Texas  76059 

Phone 

(817)  MI5-9203 

DELUXE  ORIENTAL  TOUR:  Rev.  and  Mrs. 

EA  Laux.  experienced  escorts.  Invite  you  to 

Join  them.  3  weeks  to  August  “74.  Brochure 
available.  Write:  Rev.  Ed  Laux.  6247 
Annapolis.  Dallas.  Texas  75214.  j 
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Churches  seen 
pulling  out 

of  depression 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMC)  -  It  is 
time  for  Christianity  to  mount  a 
“counter-attack”  following  a  period  of 
spiritual  depression  and  low  morale, 
Australian  evangelist  Alan  Walker  told  a 
group  of  United  Methodist  "New  Life 
Missioners”  here  early  this  month. 

Speaking  several  times  during  the 
second  continuing  education  conference 
for  the  missioners,  the  popular  preacher 
and  writer  who  heads  the  Central 
Methodist  Mission  in  Sydney,  said  the 
mood  of  depression  is  lifting  and 
Christians  are  moving  to  a  more 
balanced  assessment  of  the  Gospel  and 
its  place  in  the  world. 

"The  missionary  era  of  the  last  150 
years  is  over,”  he  declared,  “but  the 
concept  of  mission  has  not  finished. 
Today  we  are  in  a  new  missionary  set¬ 
ting,  not  of  sending  and  receiving,  but  of 
seeing  one  world  in  which  we  all  serve 
together  in  mission  whether  it  be  in  New 
York,  Sydney,  or  the  jungles  of  Africa.” 

The  indigenous  witness  of  churches 
overseas  should  be  seen,  he  said,  as  a 
"promise  of  God  come  true."  Dr.  Walker 
praised  the  World  Methodist  Evangelism 
program  which  in  1975  will  bring  200 
overseas  missioners  to  600  local  com¬ 
munities  throughout  the  United  States. 
“Your  decision  to  turn  America  into  a 
mission  field  is  in  tune  with  the  new 
purpose  of  world  mission,"  he  said. 

Assessing  the  world  in  which  a  counter¬ 
attack  must  come,  Dr.  Walker  said, 
“Ideologies  are  dead.  No  one  cares  about 
socialism,  capitalism,  or  communism. 
Young  people  aren’t  marching  for  any 
kind  of  ‘ism.’  The  passion  for  causes  has 
subsided  and  the  focus  is  now  on  the 
ultimate  frontier  of  the  self.” 

Dr.  Walker  outlined  several  principles 
for  a  Christian  counter-attack,  including 
the  presentation  of  the  reality  of  God,  the 
relevance  of  the  life  style  of  Jesus  for 
today,  and  the  place  of  the  church  as  the 
"continuing  incarnation  of  Jesus."  He 
also  said  a  full  gospel  must  emerge  which 
brings  together  the  ministry  of  the  clergy 
and  laity,  presence  and  proclamation, 
and  the  social  and  personal  aspects  of 
faith. 

Bishop  William  R.  Cannon  of  the 
Atlanta  Area,  spoke  on  John  Wesley’s 
popular  statement  "The  World  is  my 
Parish”  showing  that  the  attempts  of 
Methodism's  founder  were  "abortive” 
until  his  Aldersgate  experience,  a  time 
when  Wesley  experienced  conversion. 
Between  Aldersgate  and  death,  Bishop 
Cannon  said  Wesley  became  the  religious 
leader  of  the  century. 

In  simple  terms,  Bishop  Cannon  said 
Wesley's  experience  illustrated  again: 
"That  you  can’t  give  what  you  ain’t  got." 
Bishop  Cannon  said  Wesley’s  first  at¬ 
tempt  to  bring  Christianity  to  America 
was  abortive  because  he  didn’t  un¬ 
derstand  the  people  he  went  to  serve,  he 
was  not  sure  of  his  own  religious  faith 
and  lacked  confidence,  and  he  had  gone 
for  the  wrong  reason.  “He  went  to 
Georgia  not  to  win  people  to  Christ  but  to 
save  his  own  soul,"  Bishop  Cannon  ob¬ 
served. 

A  New  Life  Mission  in  a  local  church  is 
preceded  by  a  six  to  10  week  period  of 
preparation  including  study  and  prayer, 
followed  by  a  proclamation  phase,  in¬ 
volving  one  or  more  trained  missioners, 
and  a  penetration  phase  which  attempts 
to  channel  individual  commitment  into 
chur*  'i  and  community  development. 

•rdina'.ed  through 
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the  United  Methodist  Board  of 
Discipleship’s  Division  of  Evangelism, 
Worship  and  Stewardship 

UMC  credited 
fori  trides  in 
black  church 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMC)  —  The 
United  Methodist  Church  has  responded 
more  substantially  to  new  pressures  of 
racial  confrontation  than  any  other 
American  institution  I  know,"  Bishop 
Roy  C.  Nichols,  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  told  150 
New  Life  Missioners  here  recently. 

Tracing  the  history  of  the  black 
religious  experience  in  America,  Bishop 
Nichols  said  he  saw  more  promise  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church  than  in  any 
other  institution,  sacred  or  secular. 

The  future  of  the  black  church  cannot 
be  envisioned,  he  said,  without  looking  at 
what  is  happening  in  American 
Christianity  in  general. 

“The  principal  impediment  to  in¬ 
tegration  is  the  attitude  that  a  white 
person  loses  status  by  being  with  blacks 
in  social  settings  and  that  a  black  person 
loses  status  with  too  close  an  associa¬ 
tion  with  whites,"  he  said.  For  this 
reason  he  said  he  expects  no  sudden 
change-over  in  local  church  integration 
for  at  least  10  years. 

Tracing  the  characteristics  of  the 
black  church,  Bishop  Nichols  said  that 
Jesus  was  and  still  is  the  central  figure 
"The  total  involvement  of  religion  and 
life  is  another  characteristic  of  the  black 
church,”  he  added,  "but  as  blacks 
escalate  up  the  socio-economic  ladder 
they  will  pick  up  the  same  charac¬ 
teristics  as  the  rest  of  the 
population.  ,  .  Partition  of  religion  and 
life  comes  when  we  intellectualize  it.” 

The  violent  militant  movement  — 
described  by  the  bishop  as  anti-church, 
anti-intellectual,  and  anti-American  — 
has  contributed  much  to  the  disarray  of 
the  black  church  today 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


MAY  17,  1974 


The  preacher  in  silhouette 


COCOA,  Fla  —  The  Rev.  Lester  Green  casts  a  blurred  silhouette  through  stained 
glass  as  he  washes  the  windows  of  the  United  Pentecostal  Church.  The  church  build¬ 
ing  is  nearing  completion  here. 

UNITED  PRESS  INTERNATIONAL  PHOTO 


Clergy  couple  offer  helpful 


guides  to  ^non-sexist’  worship 


By  JUDY  WE1DMAN 
Associate  Editor 

"Women  and  Worship,  A  Guide  to  Non- 
Sexist  Hymns,  Prayer,  and  Liturgies," 
by  Sharon  and  Thomas  Neufer  Ems- 
wiler.  Harper  and  Row.  1974.  115  pp.. 
$5.95. 

It  didn’t  take  long  for  women’s  lib  to  hit 
the  church,  and  the  shortcomings  were 
plentiful:  sexist  hymns,  scripture, 
liturgy  —  all  coordinated  by  a  male 
clergy. 

But  the  woes  soon  gave  way  to  creative 
new  possibilities.  And,  you  guessed  it, 
many  of  those  resources  are  now 
available*  in  this  book. 

Included  in  the  price  is  a  thoroughly 
respectable  analysis  of  those 
troublesome  Biblical  passages  about 
women,  as  well  as  a  wealth  of  practical 
insight  gleaned  from  the  short  ministry 
of  this  United  Methodist  clergy  couple. 

I  confess  I  don’t  identify  with  the 
dramatic  picture  Sharon  paints  in  the 
first  chapter  of  the  woman,  who,  forced 
to  sit  through  the  Lord’s  Supper 
distributed  by  male  ushers,  feels  like 
she’s  suffocating: 

"I  want  very  much  for  the  hour  to  come 
o  an  end  so  that  I  can  run  to  the  door  and 
-leathe  the  fresh  air.  Then  1  will  know 
once  again  that  I  do  exist,  that  I  am  alive, 
that  I  am  not  invisible.” 

Indeed,  many  clergy  complain  of 
feeling  like  chaplains  to  a  sorority,  not 
champions  of  a  rough  and  ready  male 
cult.  Despite  all  the  God  talk  being 
"father"  and  "son”  and  "king”  and 
"he,"  let’s  face  it,  the  church’s 
traditional  programs  —  for  better  or  for 
worse  —  never  have  captured  the 
imagination  of  laymen  like  they  have 
laywomen. 

So  1  don’t  buy  the  authors’  life-or-death 
assumptions  about  the  problem,  but 
there’s  no  denying  that  language  is  a 
powerful  influence  in  our  lives  and  the 
church  has  been  found  wanting. 

One  of  the  delights  of  the  book  is  the 
ample  evidence  that  this  sort  of  change 
can  be  painless,  even  exciting 


Remember  Psalms  8:4  —  "What  is 
man  that  thou  art  mindful  of  him,  and  the 
son  of  man  that  thou  dost  care  for  him?” 
Try  this  version,  you  just  might  like  it: 
"What  are  we  that  you  think  of  us,  and 
our  children  that  you  should  care  for 
them?” 

It  will  take  a  little  getting  used  to,  but 
how  about  "Rise  Up,  O  Folk  of  God?” 
and  "God  of  Our  Parents?"  Not  bad, 
huh? 

Suggest  the  writers:  have  members  of 
your  congregation  get  together  to  plan 
the  Sunday  morning  service,  editing 
traditional  material,  even  composing 
new  prayers  and  songs.  You  may  have 
more  than  one  kind  of  renewal  on  your 
hands! 

The  irony  you  will  stumble  across  is  yet 
another  convincing  point  in  the  book  — 
that  many  of  the  traits  we  ascribe  to  God 
are  actually  "feminine”  characteristics 
in  our  society:  compassionate,  kind, 
gentle,  forgiving,  tender. 

Don’t  look  to  Jesus  for  comfort,  all  ye 
chauvinists,  say  the  Neufer  Emswilers. 
He  may  have  lived  in  a  patriarchal 
society,  but  he  broke  out  of  the  mold  with 
some  regularity. 

For  instance,  Jesus’  conversation  with 
the  woman  at  the  well.  Seem  like  a 
natural  thing  to  do?  The  fact  is  that 
rabbis  (teachers)  in  that  culture  or¬ 
dinarily  did  not  even  speak  to  women  in 
public. 

But  the  disciples  were  all  males,  you 
say.  That’s  right,  admit  the  authors,  but 
then  they  were  all  Jews,  too.  Victims  of 
the  same  logic,  where  would  all  you 
Gentile  men  be? 

If  you’re  convinced  by  now  that  there’s 
a  whole  new  world  out  there,  you’ll  want 
to  dig  into  chapters  six  and  seven.  It’s  all 
there,  from  the  call  to  worship  to  the 
benediction.  In  addition,  you’ll  find 
sample  worship  services,  including  an 
upbeat  wedding  ceremony. 

Finally,  for  the  brave  as  well  as  the 
timid,  there’s  a  chapter  on  dealing  with 
the  uproar  from  the  pew.  It  all  spells  c-h- 
a-n-g-e.  You’ll  need  help,  and  you’ll  find 
it,  Just  turn  to  the  back  of  the  book, 


African  Methodist  bishop  warns 
church:  racism  impedes  ecumenism 


ATLANTIC  CITY,  N.J.  (UMC)  -  "The 
eradication  of  racism  in  the  church  must 
be  the  first  priority  on  the  road  to 

ecumenism,  Bishop  Arthur  Marshall  of 
the  African  Methodist  Episcopal  Zion 
Church  told  the  ecumenical  and 

Interreligious  concerns  Division  of  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  here  last  week. 

Bishop  Marshall  is  vice  chairman  of 
the  nine-member  Consultation  on  Church 
Union.  The  1,5  million  AME  Zion  Church 
is  one  of  three  black  Methodist 
denominations  in  COCU. 

Bishop  Marshall  recommended 
"wealth  sharing"  between  the  have 
(whites)  and  the  have  not  (black) 
churches  in  COCU  as  a  step  toward 

union.  He  cited  a  common  clergy  pension 
fund  as  an  example  of  a  "joint  venture  to 
prove  the  sincerity  of  the  white  church" 
and  its  quest  of  ecumenism. 

He  said  white  and  black  churches  must 


also  work  and  serve  together,  not  just 
occasionally  but  "until  it  becomes  a 
habit.” 

Warning  that  ecumenism  must  not  be 
absorption  of  the  black  church  into  the 
white  church,  Bishop  Marshall  said  the 

ecumenical  movement  must  recognize 
the  uniqueness  of  every  COCU 
denomination. 

The  strengths  of  the  black  churches 
include  their  music  and  theology,  he  said. 

The  black  bishop  urged  the  United 
Methodist  Church  to  end  paternalism  in 
its  own  house  before  uniting  with  the 

predominantly  black  churches  which 
separated  from  it  in  the  18th  and  19th 
centuries. 

"The  Methodist  church  must  realize 
that  the  blacks  in  her  fold  even  now  feel 
they  are  left  out  of  decision  making  posts, 
he  said.  "They  feel  like  window  dressing, 
hand  picked,  put  in  places  where  they  are 
ineffective.” 


Gothard  seminars  draw  crowds 

Evangelical  focuses  on  ‘basic  youth  conflicts’ 


ST.  PAUL,  Minn.  (RNS)  —  The  Rev. 
Bill  Gothard,  a  self-effacing,  publicity- 
shy  evangelical  minister,  is  fast 
becoming  a  big  drawing  card  in  U.S. 
religion, 

The  size  of  the  crowds  which  turn  out 
for  his  week-long  lecture-seminars  on 
"basic  youth  conflicts"  doubles  each 
year.  Total  registration  is  expected  to 
exceed  the  half  million  mark  this  year, 
double  the  1973  total. 

In  St.  Paul,  where  he  spoke  April  22-27, 
two  auditoriums  were  nearly  filled  by  the 
27,500  persons  who  registered  for  Mr. 
Gothard’s  32  hours  of  lectures  that  blend 
the  Scriptures,  psychology,  old-fashioned 
morality  and  family  therapy. 

The  two  halls  could  have  been  packed 
because  hundreds  more  sought  ad¬ 
mission.  But  registration  was  cut  off  by 
Mr.  Gothard’s  staff  because  it  wanted  to 
be  sure  there  was  space  at  any  time  for 
"alumni”  who  might  want  to  come  back. 
Message  at  odds  with 
modern  trends 

Mr.  Gothard’s  message,  it  has  been 
noted,  is  at  odds,  with  trends  in  modern 
America:  he  preaches  a  strong  male  role 
in  an  era  of  women’s  liberation;  sexual 
asceticisms  at  a  time  of  increasing 
sexual  freedom,  and  the  importance  of 
the  nuclear  family  when  many  are 
experimenting  with  other  forms. 

Mr.  Gothard  gave  his  low-key  lectures 
from  a  stage  in  the  St.  Paul  Civic  Center, 
using  a  large  overhead  screen  which 
projected  charts  and  diagrams  he  drew 
to  illustrate  the  principles  he  outlines. 

But  in  the  adjoining  St.  Paul  Municipal 
Auditorium  thousands  more  saw  him 
better  in  color  on  a  large  screen  through 
closed-circuit  television. 

The  two  auditoriums  were  circled  by 
scores  of  school,  church  and  other  buses 
that  brought  thousands  of  registrants 
daily  to  St.  Paul  —  some  of  them  from 
nearby  states.  The  registrants  appeared 
to  represent  a  cross-section  of  middle 
Americans  with  a  large  proportion  of 
young  people. 

The  seminar  costs  each  registrant  $35 
(with  notebook)  if  he  is  part  of  a  group. 
The  cost  on  an  individual  basis  is  $45  a 
person  (again  with  notebook).  The 
registration  fee  is,  in  effect,  a  lifetime 
membership  and  a  person  can  come  to 
succeeding  seminars  without  cost,  Mr. 
Gothard  noted  in  an  interview. 

The  39-year-old  bachelor  minister,  who 
radiates  sincerity,  isn’t  becoming  per¬ 
sonally  wealthy  through  his  success,  he 
emphasized.  He  said  he  is  paid  only  a 
monthly  salary  of  $600,  which  "has  been 
subscribed  by  friends  who  have  been 
helping  me  ever  since  we  began.”  He  is 
reported  to  give  away  what  he  doesn’t 
use  of  this  for  his  own  living  expenses. 
Supplementary  programs 
aid  alumni 

The  money  collected  by  the 
registrations,  after  expenses,  is  being 
used  to  develop  several  other  programs 
that  will  benefit  seminar  alumni,  he  said. 
These  include  a  curriculum  in  character 
development  for  fathers  and  families, 
material  for  clergymen,  an  advanced 
seminar  for  "alumni”  of  the  basic 
seminar  and  a  foundation  to  aid  widows. 

The  Institute  in  Basic  Youth  Conflicts, 
the  organization  that  supports  Mr. 
Gothard,  is  building  a  headquarters 
facility  on  a  200-acre  site  at  Oak  Brook, 
Ill.  It  has  a  fulltime  staff  of  70,  plus 

4Curric-U-Shops’ 
offer  educators 
resource  helps 

NASHVILLE,  (UMC)  -  The  first  of  a 
series  of  "Curric-U-Shops"  designed  to 
interpret  the  use  of  United  Methodist 
Church  School  Curriculum  Resources  to 
local  church  educators  will  be  held 
Saturday,  July  13,  at  Calvary  United 
Methodist  Church  here,  officials  of  The 
United  Methodist  Publishing  House  have 
announced. 

The  workshops  will  introduce  persons 
to  the  resources,  and  offer  guidance  in 
their  selection  and  use. 

It  is  expected  that  at  least  eight 
workshops  will  be  held  in  each  of  six 
geographic  regions  served  by  Cokesbury 
during  the  next  year.  The  workshops  will 
be  strategically  located  to  afford 
maximum  accessiblity  for  persons 
wishing  to  participate. 

The  workshops  will  be  sponsored  by 
Cokesbury,  retail  sales  division  of  The 
United  Methodist  Publishing  House,  in 
cooperation  with  the  Section  on 
Curriculum  Resources  of  the  Board  of 
Discipleship,  and  Graded  Press, 
Curriculum  Publishing  Department  of 
the  Publishing  House. 

Workshop  leaders  will  be  trained 
consultants  and  enablers  including  staff 
persons  from  the  Section  on  Curriculum 
Resources,  developers  of  the  resources. 

Persons  invited  to  particiate  in  the 
workshops  will  include  teachers  and 
church  school  leaders,  age-level  coor¬ 
dinators,  education  work  area  chair¬ 
persons,  and  parents  of  church  school 
children,  as  well  as  pastors  and  directors 
of  Christian  education. 

The  workshops  will  consist  of  eleven  30- 
minute  directed  sessions  dealing  with 
such  subjects  as  "How  Curriculum 
Resources  Come  into  Being,”  "Tips  on 
Ordering  Curriculum  Resources,”  "How 
and  Where  to  get  More  Help,"  "Planning 
a  Church  School  Session,”  and  "The 
Bible  in  Curriculum  Resources.” 

Unscheduled  events  will  Include 
consultations  with  knowledgeable  United 
Methodist  Church  educators  and  editors, 
displays  of  resources  and  study 
materials,  educational  equipment,  class¬ 
room  furnishings,  and  teacher  and  stu¬ 
dent  supplies. 


several  thousand  volunteer  workers  in 
the  U.S. 

Mr.  Gothard’s  seminar  lectures  were 
developed  nearly  10  years  ago  after  he 
had  spent  many  years  working  with 
Chicago  area  teenagers,  but  they  offer  a 
plan  of  life  for  all  ages. 

As  a  minister  and  youth  worker,  he 
said  he  was  often  disappointed  that  high 
school  students,  excited  about  Jesus 
Christ,  would  leave  for  college  and  come 
back  as  atheists,  agnostics  or  neutral. 

He  said  he  found  that  he  could  not  solve 
teen-age  problems  without  working  with 
the  whole  family,  especially  fathers. 

Mr.  Gothard’s  lectures  are  based  on 
what  he  calls  God’s  seven  basic  prin¬ 
ciples  of  human  conduct. 

He  says  there  is  a  clear  relationship 
between  violations  of  these  principles 
and  the  conflicts  which  youth  and  adults 
are  facing  today.  "Adult  conflicts  are 
youth  conflicts  that  were  never  solved,” 
he  Insists. 

The  principles  defy  short  explanations 
but  deal  with  such  things  as  self-image, 
conscience,  authority,  guilt,  rights, 
moral  conduct  and  purpose  in  life. 


By  BILL  BUCHANAN 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

KANSAS  CITY,  Mo.  —  Is  there  any 
morality  in  government? 

Well.  .  . 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  folks  who  at¬ 
tended  a  two-day  seminar  on  "morality 
and  government”  at  St.  Paul  School  of 
Theology  here  didn’t  really  get  a  very 
clear  answer. 

But  after  hearing  politicians  belabor 
the  point  for  two  days,  they  went  away 
with  plenty  to  think  about. 

Given  the  ominous  cloud  of  Watergate 
and  its  related  activities,  there  was  a 
general  working  principle  among  the 
participants  that  the  question  of  morality 
in  national  life  is  a  matter  demanding  an 
increasingly  high  priority  on  the  nation’s 
agenda. 

There  was  not,  on  the  other  hand,  a 
general  agreement  on  the  cause  of  the 
nation’s  current  moral  condition. 

While  the  most  acute  symptoms  of 
amorality  may  be  seen  in  the 
pragmatism  of  the  nation’s  political 
leaders,  the  halls  of  government  by  no 
means  have  a  corner  on  the  malady, 
explained  St.  Paul’s  ethicist  Dr.  John  M. 
Swomley  Jr. 

Responding  to  the  speakers  —  who 
included  U.S.  Sen.  Walter  Mondale  of 
Minnesota  —  Dr  Swomley  observed  that 
the  fountainhead  of  the  nation’s  much- 
discussed  immorality  is  not  Richard 
Nixon,  but  the  American  people. 

The  level  of  morality  in  government, 
said  the  professor,  "is  not  likely  to  rise 
much  above  or  go  much  below  the  level  of 
public  morality.  .  .  and  we  all  share  in 
the  public  immorality.” 

Expanding  his  point,  Dr.  Swomley 
noted  that  all  public  servants  derive  their 
power  and  authority  from  the  public  and, 
thus,  reflect  the  public’s  wishes. 

Take  the  nation’s  police  forces,  for 
instance.  Their  power  does  not  obtain 
from  weaponry.  If  that  were  the  base 
they  would  have  to  be  much  more  well 
armed  and  constitute  considerably  more 
than  one-fourth  of  one  percent  of  the 
nation’s  population. 

Their  power,  said  the  professor,  comes 
from  an  unwritten  contract  with  the 
public  which  says  essentially,  "you  do 
what  we  feel  needs  to  be  done  and  we’ll 
support  you.” 


Biblically-based  theology 

Mr.  Gothard  is  often  humorous, 
drawing  examples  of  situations  from  his 
own  life  and  those  he  has  helped.  He 
maintains  that  there  is  a  solution  to  every 
problem  to  be  found  in  the  Bible. 

Although  he  uses  the  Bible  literally 

In  an  interview,  he  said  he  founds  his 
"fundamentalist"  or  any  other  des¬ 
cription. 

In  an  interview,  he  said  he  found  his 
theology  on  what  Paul  says  in  I  Timothy 
6:3  about  basing  sound  doctrine  on 
Christ’s  own  words  and  on  that  which 
leads  to  Christ-like  living. 

Putting  a  label  on  his  theology,  Mr. 
Gothard  added,  "would  not  do  justice  to 
the  fact  that  there  is  such  a  whole¬ 
hearted  response  by  those  who  would  put 
themselves  in  different  theological 
categories.” 

The  seminars,  according  to  Mr. 
Gothard,  draw  people  from  practically 
all  Protestant  denominations,  many 
Roman  Catholics  as  well  as  an  increasing 
number  of  people  who  have  no  affiliation. 
He  is  scheduled  to  hold  seminars  in  30 
cities  this  year  and  probably  will  add 
more. 


The  same,  he  said,  is  true  of 
politicians:  they’re  not  acting  as  free 
agents,  they’re  reflecting  the  level  of 
morality  expected  of  them  by  the  public. 

In  short,  it  is  the  system  —  not  the 
personalities  who  rise  within  it  —  that 
has  been  weighed  in  the  balance  and 
found  wanting.” 

Dr.  Swomley’s  set-to,  it  might  be  noted, 
was  not  shared  by  everyone  —  most 
notably  Sen.  Mondale. 

While  the  senator  was  not  ready  to 
hand  out  rules  of  thumb  regarding 
morality  in  government,  he  was  willing 
to  point  the  accusing  finger  at  what  he 
considered  to  be  the  main  source  of 
Washington’s  erroding  moral  fiber. 

When  the  senator  pulled  out  a  freshly 
bound  copy  of  the  Watergate  transcript, 
held  it  up  and  declared  "you  might  say 
this  is  the  third  testament,"  there  was  no 
doubt  about  what  he  considered  to  be  the 
problem:  Richard  Nixon. 

In  Sen.  Mondale's  view  of  things,” 
government  must  serve  and  respect  the 
wishes  of  the  people.” 

Through  a  consistent  policy  of 
dishonesty,  said  the  senator,  the 
President  has  not  done  this  and  has, 
consequently,  demoralized  the  republic. 

The  people,  he  said,  have  been  done  in 
by  a  "President  .  .  .  more  concerned 
with  self-preservation  than  national 
preservation,  a  President  motivated  by 
vengeance  rather  than  leadership.” 

But  if  there  is  hope  to  be  found  in  this 
quagmire,  opined  the  senator,  it  is  the 
American  people's  determination  to  see 
‘that  the  right  thing  is  done,  that  "the  air 
is  cleared.” 

The  seminar  —  funded  by  a  grant  from 
the  Women’s  Division,  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  —  was  the  first  in  a  continuing 
series  of  seminars  on  "major  issues”  set 
up  to  honor  Mrs.  Eunice  Harrington,  who 
served  as  the  president  of  the  women’s 
organization  for  four  years.  Other  semiar 
speakers  included  John  C.  Danforth, 
Missouri’s  attorney  general,  and  Dr. 
Joseph  McNamara,  Police  Chief  of 
Kansas  City,  Mo. 

The  exchanges  between  the  St.  Paul 
faculty  members  and  the  politicians, 
concluded  one  observer,  "might  not  have 
answered  any  questions,  but  it  gave  both 
sides  plenty  to  think  about.  It  was 
healthy.” 


Advisory  Committee  for  Educational 
Opportunities  for  Clergy  and  Laity 

In  cooperation  with  New  College  of  the  University  of  Edinburgh 

An  educational  program  on 
"The  Living  Word  and  the  World" 
at  Edinburgh,  Scotland. 

Session  One:  June  24-July  9,  1974, 
Atlanta  and  Philadelphia 
Session  Two:  August  7-22,  1974, 
Dallas  and  Chicago 

Faculty  includes: 

Dr.  James  Stuart . '  ‘The  Continuing  Challenge  &  Opportunity  of  Preaching'  ’ 

Dr.  William  Barclay . "Handling  The  Word” 

Dr.  John  McIntyre . “Faith  &  Imagination" 

Dr.  Frank  Whaling . "The  Wesleys'  Study  In  Origins" 

Dr.  Franz  Hildebrand . “Methodist  Emphasis  In  Doctrine" 

Dr.  J.  C.  Blackie . "Four  Pastoral  Occasions" 

Dr.  G.  Anderson . "Old  Testament  Studies" 

Dr.  H.  Anderson . “New  Testament  Studies” 

Dr.  JohnGray . "Educating  The  Children" 

Dr.  Leonard  Small . “Preaching  For  The  Seventies” 

$668 

Visit:  London,  English  Countryside,  Scotland  and  Edinburgh 


$50  scholarship  available  to  any  Minister;  Graduate 
credit  available. 
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Youth ,  young 
adult  mem  ber 
training 

Youth  and  young  adult  memb 
chosen  by  the  various  district  c 
ferences  to  represent  them  at  the  Ann 
Conference  session  May  28-31  ai 
Shreveport  are  invited  to  participate  in 
the  training  schedule  sponsored  by  the 
Louisiana  Conference  Youth  Team,  the 
Conference  Young  Adult  Task  Force,  and 
the  Conference  Council  on  Ministries. 

The  training  will  begin  Monday,  May 
27  at  7:00  P.M.,  at  the  R.  E.  Smith 
Building,  Centenary  College,  with  an 
orientation  session.  Delegates  should 
make  arrangements  to  stay  in  the  dor¬ 
mitory  rooms  on  the  campus  and  eat 
their  meals  in  the  cafeteria.  (Rooms  are 
not  available  until  Tuesday,  May  28) 
Forms  for  registration  have  been  mailed 
to  the  delegates. 

The  training  will  include  informational 
meetings  at  meal  times  and  after  Con¬ 
ference  sessions  which  will  bring  the 
delegates  into  contact  with  persons 
representing  key  positions  in  the  con¬ 
ference,  and  persons  involved  in  the 
various  legislative  matters  before  the 
conference. 

Youth  and  young  adults  other  than  the 
delegates  are  encouraged  to  attend  the 
Annual  Conference  as  observers.  They 
may  participate  in  the  training  activities 
as  full  participants  through  discussions, 
question  and  answer  periods,  etc. 

Costs:  Delegates:  transportation,  food 
and  lodging  paid  by  District  (Check  with 
District  Superintendent).  Observers: 
training  free,  transportation,  food  and 
lodging  decided  by  individuals. 


DAMERON  LIBRARY:  Shown  in  the 
newly  dedicated  George  Dameron 
Memorial  Library,  are  [FROM  LEFTl 
Rev.  Clyde  Clark,  Alexandria  district 
superintendent,  Mrs.  George  Dameron, 
librarian,  and  Rev.  Stone  Caraway, 
pastor. 

Dameron  Memorial 
Library  dedicated 

The  George  Dameron  Memorial 
Library,  located  in  First  Church, 
Pineville,  was  dedicated  May  5  with  a 
ceremony  and  open  house.  The  library  is 
named  in  memory  of  Reverend  George 
W.  Damoron,  pastor  of  the  Pineville 
church  from  1949  to  1954.  He  retired  in 
1960  and  lived  in  Pineville  for  10  years 
before  his  death. 

Participating  in  the  dedication  service 
were  Rev.  Clyde  Clark,  Alexandria 
district  superintendent;  Dr.  Maurice 
Davis,  chairman  of  the  church’s  com¬ 
mission  on  education;  Cannon  Matthews, 
chargelay  leader  and  Rev.  Stone  W. 
Caraway,  pastor. 

The  new  library  contains  some  300 
volumes.  It  will  be  open  for  use  on 
Sundays  before  and  after  church  school. 

Mrs.  Dameron,  wife  of  the  late  pastor, 
is  chairman  of  the  church’s  library 
committee  and  is  acting  librarian.  Other 
committee  members  are  Mesdames 
Harvey  Henry,  Ashton  Dunbar,  Stone 
Caraway,  William  Long  and  Robert 
Cavanaugh,  Rev.  Stone  Caraway, 
Kermit  Cummings  and  Marvin 
Goodgame. 


HOMECOMING:  Zion’s  Rest  church,  in 
the  Natchitoches  district,  held  a 
Homecoming  service  May  5,  with  the 
pastor,  Rev.  James  Constable,  presiding. 
Rev.  Ed.  Thomas  delivered  the  sermon, 
which  was  followed  by  a  congregational 
dinner.  Shown  above  are  [FROM  LEFT] 
Mrs.  Ed  Thomas,  Mr.  R.  P.  Bufkin, 
trustee,  Mrs.  Cates  and  Rev.  Constable. 


JOLLY  RETIRES:  Dr.  Jolly  B.  Harper, 
pastor,  Louisiana  Memorial  church, 
Opelousas,  displays  an  original  painting 
of  a  Cajun  bayou  scene,  a  gift  from  the 
Lafayette  district  in  honor  of  his 
retirement  following  43  years  of  service 
in  the  Conference.  To  the  right  in  the 
picture  are  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Ken 
McDowell,  the  Lafayette  District 
superintendent,  who  made  the  presen¬ 
tation. 


ED  THOMAS  BANQUET:  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
Ed  Thomas  [THIRD  FROM  LEFT]  were 
honored  at  an  appreciation  banquet 
recently  upon  his  moving  from  the 
Natchitoches  district.  Mrs.  and  Mrs. 
John  Jackson,  district  lay  leader,  are 
shown  at  the  left. 

Thomas  honored 
by  district 

Over  100  members  from  the  Nat¬ 
chitoches  district  attended  the  Ed 
Thomas  Appreciation  banquet  at  the 
Holiday  Inn  in  Natchitoches,  Apr.  30. 
Rev.  Henry  Blount,  pastor,  First  church, 
served  as  master  of  ceremonies. 

Appearing  on  the  program  were  Rev. 
Jim  Jones  and  the  Blue  Grass  boys;  Rev. 
Bill  Sirman  of  Many,  Mrs.  Evelyn  Evans, 
president  of  the  Natchitoches  UMW;  and 
John  Jackson  of  Winnfield,  district  lay 
leader. 

Gifts  were  presented  to  the  Thomas 
family  in  appreciation  of  his  service  to 
the  district,  which  is  scheduled  to  be  in¬ 
corporated  into  the  surrounding  districts 
following  Annual  Conference.  The  Rev. 
Thomas  and  his  family  will  move  to 
Ruston  following  conference  to  serve  as 
Ruston  district  superintendent. 

Credit  union  to 
have  display 

L.A.M.E.C.O.,  the  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference  federal  credit  union,  will  have  a 
display  and  information  center  in  the 
Student  Union  Building  during  the  up¬ 
coming  Annual  Conference  Session, 
according  to  Rev.  James  Poole,  chair¬ 
man. 

Between  the  hours  of  9:30  A.M.  and 
2:30  P.M.,  officers  of  the  board  of  the 
credit  union  and  Mrs.  Darlene  Conrad, 
business  manager,  will  be  on  hand  to 
provide  information  about  the"  Credit 
Union  and  to  sign  up  new  members. 

Following  the  time  of  registration, 
persons  who  wish  to  sign  up  as  a  member 
of  the  credit  union  may  do  so  at  Room  206 
in  the  R.  E.  Smith  Building  on  the  Cen¬ 
tenary  collegq  campus. 


DON’T  MENTION  AGE  CLUB:  A  touch 
of  nostalgia  characterized  the  recent 
DMA’s  [Don’t  Mention  Age  Club]  at  First 
church,  Lake  Charles,  when  Mrs. 
Hjalmar  Youngquest,  [LEFT]  a  native 
of  Sweden,  wore  native  costume:  Mrs.  T. 
S.  Cooley  wore  her  sister’s  dress  from  30 
years  ago;  Mrs.  Bruce  McDonald  wore 
her  mother’s  outfit  and  Mr.  L.  D. 
McClatchey  wore  a  suit  representing 
Lake  Charles  In  the  last  century. 


Conference 

calendar 

JUNE  1974 

2  Pentecost  (Whitsunday) 

9  Trinity  Sunday-United  Methodist 
Student  Day 

10-14  Youth  Team  Training 

10-14  Leadership  Training  for  Leaders, 
United  Methodist  Women 
15  Leadership  Training  for  District 
Young  Adult  Coordinators 

16-22  Wilderness  Youth  Camp,  Arkansas 

21-23  Youth  in  Missions,  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege 

25-July  3  Back  Pack  Trip,  Young  Adult  I 

29-30  Annual  Lay  Retreat,  Centenary 
College 


Oral  Roberts  to  speak  at  Conference 


Dr.  Oral  Roberts,  a  fully  ordained 
elder  in  the  United  Methodist  church,  will 
preach  at  the  Fourth  annual  Session  of 
the  Louisiana  Conference  on  Wednesday 
evening,  May  29  at  Centenary  College,  - 
Shreveport.  Dr.  Roberts  will  be 
presented  to  the  Conference  in  Session  in 
the  Gold  Dome  on  the  college  campus  at 
7:30  P.M. 

Dr.  Roberts,  evangelist,  author,  and 
television  personality,  is  one  of  the 
world’s  best-known  ministers,  and  the 
founder  of  the  university  in  Tulsa, 
Oklahoma  which  bears  his  name.  He  has 
written  numerous  books  including  his 
autobiography,  The  Call,  is  the  speaker 
on  a  worldwide  radio  network  each  week, 
and  the  editor  of  a  monthly  magazine 
with  a  circulation  exceeding  one  million. 

Oral  Roberts  began  his  ministry  in 
1947.  Today,  The  Oral  Roberts 
Association,  Oral  Roberts  University, 
and  University  pillage,  a  retirement 
home,  employ  more  than  1,000  persons. 

Two  nationally  televised  programs, 
which  are  produced  on  the  Oral  Roberts 
University  campus  in  Tulsa  with 
university  owned  equipment,  are:  a 
weekly  halfhour  program,  “Oral  Roberts 
Presents,”  and  a  one  hour  prime-time 
quarterly  special,  “Contact!”  Ratings  on 
these  various  specials  have  shown  an 
estimated  audience  of  as  many  as  53 
million  persons.  Guest  stars  have  in¬ 
cluded  Burl  Ives,  Jimmy  Durante,  Dale 
Evans,  Johnny  Mathis,  Pat  Boone, 
Johnny  Cash,  Pearl  Bailey,  Billy 
Graham,  Jerry  Lewis,  Ernie  Ford  and 
Roy  Clark. 

Oral  Roberts  University,  a  private 
four-year  fully  accredited  liberal  arts 
institution,  open  in  1965.  More  than  2,250 


full-time  students  plus  about  900  part- 
time  are  currently  enrolled,  with 
facilities  valued  at  $60  million  plus  a  $30 
million  endowment  fund.  Fourteen  major 
buildings  grace  the  500-acre  campus, 
including  magnificent  Mabee  Center, 
which  seats  up  to  11,000  for  in¬ 
tercollegiate  basketball.  An  Aerobics 
Center  and  a  Worship  Center  are 
currently  under  construction  with 
scheduled  completion  dates  of  Fall  ‘74 
and  Spring  ‘75  respectively. 

The  Abundant  Life  Prayer  Group, 
located  in  the  Prayer  tower  at  the  center 
of  the  campus,  functions  24  hours  a  day 
and  receives  more  than  200,000  calls  each 
year. 

Dr.  Roberts  was  born  in  Pontotoc 
County,  Oklahoma,  the  fifth  and 
youngest  child  of  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Ellis  M. 
Roberts.  He  has  attended  Oklahoma 
Baptist  University  and  Phillips 
University.  Oral  and  Evelyn  Roberts 
have  four  children:  Mrs.  Rebecca  Nash, 
Mrs.  Roberta  Potts,  Richard  and  Ronald. 
They  have  six  grandchildren. 

President  Roberts  is  active  in  Tulsa 
community  life  as  a  Rotarian  and  a 
member  of  the  boards  of  directors  of  the 
Metropolitan  Tulsa  Chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce,  the  Oklahoma  Natural  Gas 
Company,  and  the  National  Bank  of 
Tulsa.  He  takes  pride  in  his  Cherokee 
heritage  and  in  1963  was  named  “Indian 
Of  the  Year,”  by  the  American  Indian 
Exposition  at  Anadarko,  Okla.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the 
Cherokee  Foundation.  Oral  and  Evelyn 
are  members  of  the  Boston  Avenue 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Tulsa,  and 
Oral  Roberts  is  an  ordained  elder  of  the 
Oklahoma  United  Methodist  Conference. 


‘Love  Feast’  to  conclude 
Annual  Conference  session 


An  old  time  Wesleyan  “Love  Feast’ 
will  be  the  concluding  highlight  of  the 
Fourth  Annual  Louisiana  Conference, 
scheduled  to  begin  Tuesday,  May  28,  and 
come  to  a  close  Friday  afternoon,  May 
31.  The  “Love  Feast”  will  be  conducted 
according  to  Methodist  traditions  which 
date  back  two  and  a  half  centuries,  and 
will  be  held  in  Brown  Memorial  Chapel 
on  the  College  Campus  in  Shreveport. 

The  Conference  gets  under  way  at  3 : 00 
P.M.,  Tuesday,  May  28,  at  First  church, 
downtown  Shreveport,  with  the 
traditional  Memorial  Service  followed  by 
Holy  Communion.  Rev.  Alfred  Norris, 
pastor  of  First  Street  church,  New 
Orleans,  will  deliver  the  Memorial 
sermon,  and  Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield 
will  be  in  charge  of  the  Communion 
service. 

For  some  years,  the  Conference  Board 
of  the  Laity  has  sponsored  S’ •’’rise 
Services  during  the  Annual  Conference 
Session,  which  are  held  each  morning  of 
the  regular  business  meetings  at  7:00 
A.M.  This  year,  the  devotional  periods 
will  be  on  the  mornings  of  May  29,  30,  and 


31  in  the  Hargrove  Memorial  Amphi¬ 
theater  on  the  Centenary  campus. 

Speakers  chosen  for  these  programs 
are  Mrs.  Mae  Lacy  of  West  Monroe  on 
Wednesday,  May  29;  Dr.  G.  Leon  Net- 
terville,  retiring  president  of  Southern 
University,  Baton  Rouge,  Thursday,  May 
30,  and  Jes  Montgomery  of  Lafayette,  a 
Pre-law  student  at  LSU,  Baton  Rouge. 

Because  of  this  early  service,  the 
regular  8:30  A.M.  worship  period 
preceding  the  daily  business  sessions  will 
not  be  held.  Instead,  there  will  be  a 
prayer,  a  hymn  and  the  Conference 
business  sessions  will  then  get  underway 
at  8:30  A.M.,  Wednesday  through  Friday. 

Various  boards  and  agencies  that  plan 
to  meet  will  do  so  on  Tuesday,  May  28  in 
rooms  so  designated  on  the  college 
grounds.  Registration  for  those  who  plan 
to  stay  in  the  dormitories  and  also 
registration  for  all  delegates  by  districts 
will  take  place  in  the  Student  Union 
Building  (SUB)  in  the  center  of  the 
campus.  The  Cokesbury  Book  store  will 
be  located  in  the  SUB  also. 


‘Learning  Centerl974’ 


A  training  event  for  church  leaders  and 
teachers,  “Learning  Center  1974,”  will  be 
held  at  Gulfside  Assembly,  Waveland, 
Mississippi,  Jul.  7-12,  sponsored  by  the 
Southeastern  Jurisdictional  Council  on 
Ministries  and  its  Committee  on 
Program  and  Leadership  Development. 

Program  areas  covered  will  be:  a 
Laboratory  school,  Mrs.  Meredith 
Donald,  Director,  will  feature  a  seminar 


FALL  BAZAAR:  The  UMW  of  Oak  Park 
church.  Lake  Charles,  have  begun 
working  towards  their  Fall  Bazaar, 
under  the  leadership  of  Mrs.  Deen 
Thompson  and  Mrs.  Bill  Nutter.  Shown 
above  are  [FROM  LEFT]  Mrs.  Robert 
Ware,  Mrs.  Ken  Moss,  Sr.,  and  Mrs.  L.  C. 
Martin.  Photo  by  Mrs.  Hubert  Gibbs. 


•WE  CARE’  MISSION:  A  total  of  13 
ministers  took  part  in  a  “We  Care” 
Mission  at  St.  Luke’s  church,  Shreveport 
in  April.  Shown  above  [FROM  LEFT] 
are  Revs.  Conrad  Edwards,  D.  W.  Poole, 
Al  Trickett,  Jo«.  Rice,  Jim  Wilson,  Jerry 
Nichols,  James  Poole,  pastor,  and  Tom 
Crosby.  Others  were  Revs.  Bill  Rowell, 
Lonnie  Sibley,  Grayson  Watson.  Robert 
Ed  Taylor  and  Ray  Branton. 


for  prospective  laboratory  leaders,  a 
confirmation  laboratory  for  pastors,  an 
adult  laboratory  and  an  elementary 
laboratory  I-VI ;  a  session  for  designing 
an  annual  conference  and/  or  regional 
leadership  development  program;  a 
session  on  “The  Church  Plans  its 
Ministry :  worship  and  music  for  the  local 
church;  Theology,  Here  and  Now,  and 
Small  Group  Theory  and  Practice. 

Structured  groups  in  addition  to  the 
Lab  School  will  meet  for  two  sessions 
each  morning,  Monday  through  Friday. 
Informal  music  and  worship  sessions  will 
be  held  each  evening. 

Total  cost  for  the  week  will  be  $50.00 
per  person,  including  a  $10.00 
registration  fee  to  be  paid  with  the 
mailed  in  registration.  Contact  Rev.  W. 
Bernard  Crump,  P.  O.  Box  1165, 
Clarksdale,  Mississippi  38614. 

Audio  Visuals 

The  Conference  office  in  Shreveport 
maintains  a  library  of  16  mm  movies, 
film  strips,  records  and  cassette  tapes 
for  use  by  the  churches  in  Louisiana  on  a 
free  rental  basis.  Free  catalogs  are 
available.  Write  to:  Library,  fcox  4325 
Shreveport,  Louisiana  71104. 

INCLUDED  OUT 

16  mm  3  min  c  1974 

An  oriental  woman,  visiting  for  the 
first  time  in  a  church  service  of  worship 
and  confused  by  the  constant  reference  to 
the  male  gender  —  brotherhood.  “Rise 
up,  O  Men  of  God,”  etc.  —  suffers  an 
embarrassment  of  no  small  proportion. 
Created  by  an  ordained  United  Methodist 
woman  minister. 

Youth,  adults. 

MONEY  AND  THE  CHRISTIAN 

fs  r  s  (2)  kits  1974 

This  Preferred  Audiovisual  Resource 
(PAV)  attempts  to  deal  realistically  with 
an  understanding  of  the  nature  and  use  of 
money,  and  •  with  issues  of  financial 
stewardship  for  Christians.  This  was 
designed  for  use  with  the  V-VI  unit  “In  It 
Together,”  Summer,  1974. 

Elementary  V-VI 


Bishop’s  message 

As  a  part  of  our  Great  Annual  Conference  Session  for  the  coming  week,  we 
will  be  privileged  to  hear  Dr.  Oral  Roberts,  a  fully  ordained  elder  in  the  United 
Methodist  church  and  the  president  of  Oral  Roberts  University  in  Tulsa  Next 
autumn,  the  Oral  Roberts  University  will  enroll  around  3,000  students  who  will 
be  attending  school  on  a  $60  million  campus  that  has  acquired  a  $30  million 
endowment  within  eight  years.  The  most  phenomenal  record  in  the  history  of 
American  education  has  been  made  by  this  university. 

Many  people  think  of  Dr.  Roberts  in  many  different  ways.  Some  think  of  him 
in  terms  of  a  great  university  president.  Others  primarily  consider  the  fact  that 
he  is  a  fully  ordained  clergyman  in  the  United  Methodist  church.  Others  ap¬ 
preciate  tiis  emphasis  upon  the  movement  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  While  still,  to 
many  more,  the  name  Oral  Roberts  suggests  a  healing  ministry. 

Some  citizens  in  Tulsa  think  of  him  in  civic  terms  and  as  a  great  business 
executive.  There  are  still  others  who  think  of  him  as  a  pioneer  in  television.  But 
as  for  myself  and  my  own  part  I  think  of  him  as  a  friend  and  a  colleague  in 
Christ.  I  have  profound  respect  and  personal  admiration  for  Dr.  Roberts  and 
will  welcome  to  our  conference  this  man  who  is  truly  a  friend  in  Christ.  Mrs. 
Crutchfield  and  I  are  delighted  to  know  that  his  wife,  Evelyn  will  be  with  him, 
and  at  last  report,  Richard  and  Patti  may  be  present  to  sing  us  some  songs.  At 
any  event  we  will  await  his  message  with  anticipation  and  I  look  forward  to  a 
good  visit. 

Let  us  pray  for  an  Annual  Conference  session  that  will  not  only  do  business 
but  will  be  spiritually  invigorating. 

Finis  A.  Crutchfield  ]  J 


EASTER  EGG  HUNT:  This  group  of  children  of  the  Iowa  United  Methodist  church 
in  the  Lake  Charles  district  took  part  in  an  Easter  egg  hunt  on  the  lawn  of  a  church 
member,  Mr.  Noble  Cooke,  and  were  served  refreshments  in  the  church  hall  af¬ 
terwards.  Rev.  John  Sayes  is  pastor. 

Around  our  Conference 


The  Baton  Rouge  District  UMW  will 
honor  Mrs.  Charles  B.  McGowan,  Board 
of  Global  Ministries,  Women’s  Division 
Member  and  Mrs.  Inez  W.  Chrisentery, 
South  Central  Jurisdiction  Core  Planning 
Group,  Member-At-Large,  both  of  Baton 
Rouge,  at  a  reception  at  University 
church,  Baton  Rouge,  Jun.  22,  from  3:00 
to  5:00  P.M. 

The  Grace  Agate  Class  of  First  Church, 
Lafayette,  held  a  cake  and  ice  cream 
social  Apr.  9.  Guests  of  honor  were  those 
who  taught  the  class  in  1973-1974  and  new 
officers  were  announced  with  the  new 
president  named  Mrs.  J.  O.  Clark,  Jr. 

Rev.  James  Harris,  retired,  conducted 
revival  services  at  First  church, 
Franklin  during  Holy  Week.  Rev.  C.  R. 
McCammon  is  pastor. 


A  Lay  Witness  Mission  was  held 
recently  at  Golden  Meado  church 
coordinated  by  Mr.  Buddy  Mann  of 
Monroe.  Reports  are  that  the  mission 
was  a  vast  success. 

The  Springhill  church  held  its  annual 
Homecoming  May  19.  Rev.  Odell  Sim¬ 
mons,  former  pastor  preached,  followed 
by  dinner  on  the  grounds.  The  Allen  Bros, 
quartet  presented  an  afternoon  of  gospel 
singing. 

The  Riceland  Sub-District  meeting  was 
held  recently  at  Jones  church,  Welsh, 
with  the  business  meeting  conducted  by 
vice  president  David  Troutman.  Three 
churches  were  present.  An  executive 
committee  meeting  is  planned  for  the 
Roanoke  church  to  decide  the  future  of 
the  sub-district. 


-A  TM/UMR  interpretive - 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


MAY  24. 1974 


Can  politics  and  morality  mix? 


The  following  is  an  analysis  of  basic 
issues  raised  by  the  recently  released 
White  House  tape  transcripts  from  one 
Christian’s  perspective.  Opportunities 
for  readers  to  express  corresponding  or 
differing  views  will  be  provided  in 
subsequent  issues. 

By  SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 
By  now,  every  informed  American  is  to 
some  extent  familiar  with  the  content 
and  tone  of  the  White  House  tape  tran¬ 
scripts.  Judging  from  public  comments, 
the  transcripts  have  not  provided  con¬ 
clusive  answers  to  the  legal  question,  “Is 
the  President  guilty  of  any  impeachable 
offense?”  There  does,  however,  appear 
to  be  at  least  one  area  of  general 
agreement:  the  transcripts  reflect  a  low 
level  of  concern  for  public  and  private 
morality  among  those  participating  in 
the  conversations. 

Indeed,  as  I  read  through  the  tran¬ 
scripts,  I  was  dismayed  by  the  utter  lack 
of  moral  sensitivity  exhibited  by  the 
President  and  his  staff.  Such  traditional 
values  as  truth,  grace,  respect  for  the 
law,  and  concern  for  the  public  good  — 
which  I  take  for  granted  and  which  Mr. 
Nixon  has  affirmed  repeatedly  in  his 
addresses  to  the  nation  —  are  nowhere  to 
be  found  in  the  transcripts.  Instead,  we 
see  the  primary  concern  of  the  President 
and  his  staff  to  be  that  of  projecting  a 
favorable  public  image  and  avoiding  or 
minimizing  the  projection  of  an  un¬ 
favorable  image.  Virtually  any  means- 
even  if  it  violated  the  rights  of  in¬ 
dividuals,  the  law  of  the  land,  or  the 
public  trust  —  was  open  to  consideration 
so  long  as  it  protected  the  President’s 
interests  and  image. 

The  only  ‘defense’ 

The  only  defense  I  have  heard  for  the 
lack  of  ethical  concern  shown  in  the 
transcribed  conversations  is:  ‘That’s 
politics.  Others  have  done  the  same 
thing;  they  just  haven’t  gotten  caught. 
You’re  shocked  only  because  this  is  the 
first  time  that  such  private  presidential 
conversations  have  ever  been  made 
public.  If  you  had  access  to  the  private 
conversations  of  other  presidents  and 
other  politicians,  you  would  find  them 
similarly  devoid  of  moral  concern.” 

The  validity  or  invalidity  of  this 
“defense”  is  really  the  crux  of  the  issue 
—  at  least  for  me.  Stated  in  a  more 
general  way:  “Is  it  possible  for  political 
decisions  to  be  made  on  the  basis  of 
moral  principles?  Or,  is  politics  neces¬ 
sarily  amoral?” 

Some  political  theorists  —  dating  back 
at  least  to  Machiavelli  —  have  expressed 
the  view  that  politics  is  a  sphere  of  its 
own,  and  that  political  decisions  must  be 
made  on  the  basis  of  expediency  and  self- 
interest,  without  regard  to  generally 
accepted  moral  principles.  Mr.  Nixon’s 
conduct  regarding  Watergate  and 
related  matters,  it  might  be  said,  is 
simply  a  dramatic  and  recent  illustration 
of  what  is  generally  true. 

Political  cynicism  unacceptable 
I  have  always  found  it  impossible  to 
buy  this  type  of  political  cynicism.  It 
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violates  that  part  of  my  Christian  faith 
which  envisions  and  works  toward  a  day 
when  the  Kingdom  of  God  may  come 
upon  the  earth.  It  also  violates  the 
principles  upon  which  America’s  found¬ 
ing  fathers  sought  to  build  our  system  of 
government. 

Obviously,  absolute  moral  principles 
cannot  be  applied  to  any  sphere  of  human 
endeavor  whose  essence  is  compromise. 
It  is  possible,  however,  to  make  one’s 
compromises  with  the  conscious  desire  to 
maximize  moral  values  and  to  minimize 
the  violation  of  those  values. 

A  dramatic  historical  example  of 
moral  principles  being  brought  to  bear  on 
political  questions  was  Abraham  Lin¬ 
coln’s  approach  to  the  complex  issues 
facing  him  in  the  1860’s.  Mr.  Lincoln  had 
to  make  decisions  amid  a  plethora  of 
competing  values,  among  them :  his 
belief  that  a  group  of  human  beings  who 
had  been  denied  their  inalienable  rights 
should  be  freed,  the  need  to  consider  the 
economic  interest  of  the  slave-holders, 
his  Constitutional  responsibility  to 
uphold  the  Union,  and  the  need  to  deal 
effectively  —  but  not  provocatively  — 
with  angry  secessionists  in  the  South. 
History  shows  that  Mr.  Lincoln  went 
through  an  agonizing  process  of  trying  to 
deal  fairly  with  all  of  these  values,  and 
that  he  was  often  uncertain  whether  a 
given  decision  was  the  right  one.  Agony 
and  uncertainty  of  this  type  are  marks  of 
moral  sensitivity. 

After  the  war,  Mr.  Lincoln  was  faced 
with  another  conflict  of  values  and  in¬ 
terests:  whether  to  administer  further 
punishment  to  a  defeated  Confederacy  or 
offer  amnesty  and  seek  to  bring  the 
divided  nation  back  together.  In  this,  as 
in  other  instances,  Mr.  Lincoln  did  what 
he  believed  to  be  most  right  and  least 
wrong  for  the  nation  rather  than  what 
would  have  been  most  advantageous  to 
his  political  self-interest. 

A  hopeful  sign 

The  most  hopeful  and  convincing  sign 
I’ve  seen  to  support  the  belief  that 
politics  and  morality  can  still  mix  today 
is  the  public  reaction,  and  the  bi-partisan 
political  reaction,  to  the  tape  transcripts. 
There  has  been  as  much  concern  ex¬ 
pressed  over  the  amoral  atmosphere  in 
which  the  conversations  took  place  as  in 
the  legal  evidence  those  conversations 
provide.  The  overwhelming  reaction  to 
the  White  House’s  preoccupation  with 
self-interest,  among  persons  of  all 
political  loyalties,  has  been  one  of 
dismay  and  revulsion.  For  many,  the 
self-revelation  that  the  White  House  did 
this  part  of  its  work  amid  a  moral 
vacuum  is  as  serious  as  would  have  been 
the  admission  of  legally  impeachable 
offenses! 

Those  politicians  from  both  parties 
who  have  expressed  outrage  at  the 
President’s  lack  of  moral  sensitivity  are 
either  hypocrites  or  they  are  genuinely 
offended  by  the  realization  that  the 
nation’s  business  has  been  transacted  out 
of  a  moral  vacuum.  Doubtless,  there  are, 
have  always  been,  and  will  always  be 


some  partisan  hypocrites  in  Washington. 

I  am  convinced,  however,  that  many  of 
our  nation’s  political  leaders  are  com¬ 
mitted  to  the  application  of  moral 
principles  in  government,  and  are  as 
astounded  and  troubled  as  the  average 
citizen  by  the  amoral  tone  of  the  edited 
transcripts.  And  regardless  of  how  many 
amoral  politicians  there  may  be,  Chris¬ 
tians  should  heed  the  words  of  the  late 
Dr.  Harry  Emerson  Fosdick:  “Save  us 
from  weak  resignation  to  the  evils  we 
deplore;  let  the  search  for  thy  salvation, 
be  our  glory  evermore/’ 

No  immediate  answer 

From  these  general  conclusions  about 
ethics  and  politics,  I  do  not  pretend  to 
offer  a  solution  to  the  immediate  problem 
facing  the  Congress  and  the  nation. 
Impeachment  is  a  legal  process.  It  is 
doubtful  that  a  President  could 
legitimately  be  impeached  for  amoral  or 
immoral  conduct.  The  perils  of 
demanding  resignation  of  a  President 
who  has  continually  professed  innocence, 
and  who  has  not  been  found  guilty  of  an 
impeachable  offense,  have  been  clearly 
articulated  in  recent  days.  Presently  — 
painful  as  it  seems  and  as  much  anxiety 
as  it  produces  —  the  best  thing  for  us  to 
do  is  wait .  .  .  and  trust  our  elected 
representatives,  our  Constitution,  and 
God  —  not  necessarily  in  that  order! 

Additionally,  we  should  continue  to 
demand,  as  forcefully  as  possible,  that 
our  public  officials  demonstrate  moral 
sensitivity  in  th$ir  public  and  private 
dealings.  Ey4h  the  most  amoral 
politician  ^  affected  by  an  aroused 
constituency  which  expects  its  elected 
leaders  to  be  morally  sensitive! 

An  important  role  for  Christians 

Over  the  longer  term,  I  believe  we,  as 
Christians,  have  a  particularly  im¬ 
portant  role  to  play  in  reforming  our 
political  processes:  that  of  seeing  that 
every  candidate,  of  every  party,  for 
every  office,  is  asked  specifically  to 
delineate  the  type  of  moral  principles 
which  he/she  would  bring  to  bear  in 
making  his/her  political  decisions. 

We  must  distinguish  between  the 
demagogue  who  piously  uses  moral 
rhetoric  and  the  honest  politician  whose 
moral  rhetoric  is  implemented  in 
his/her  deliberations  and  decisions. 

We  should  all  commit  ourselves  to 
seeing  that  a  “must”  qualification  in 
future  candidates  for  public  office  — 
particularly  the  Presidency  —  is  a  sense 
of  moral  responsibility  to  the  needs, 
interests,  and  rights  of  human  beings. 

‘Break  [through 

By  GWEN  CLARK 
The  Way  to  follow  Christ  is  simple, 

And  then  it  may  be  rough, 

We  Christians  spend  a  lot  of  needless 
time, 

Judging  others,  and  if  that  isn’t  enough, 
We  make  a  lot  of  rules  for  others, 
Forgetting  each  of  us  is  different, j  ,-AV 
Has  p  purpose,  and  God  needs  .;^r/ 
Each  of  us  to  make  His  “Break 
Through”. 


Reaction  of  church  leaders  to 
White  House  transcripts  varies 


Compiled  from  News  Services 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  —  Reaction  of 
Protestant  and  Roman  Catholic  church 
leaders  to  the  recently  released  White 
House  transcripts  has  ranged  from 
charges  of  “political  degradation”  to 
strong  defense  of  a  chief  executive’s  use 
of  salty  language  “as  a  form  of  emotional 
drainage.” 

Such  adjectives  as  "insensitive,” 
“opportunistic”  and  “disturbing”  have 
surfaced  as  critics  of  the  President 
evaluated  what  they  see  as  effects  of  the 
Watergate  cover-up  on  the  nation’s 
moral  climate. 

Dr.  William  P.  Thompson,  stated  clerk 
of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church, 
commented:  “The  content  of  the  tapes 
has  shocked  the  moral  sense  of  many 
citizens.  These  persons  are  sorely 
distressed  to  discover  the  highest  of¬ 
ficials  of  government  discussing  so 
casually  the  commission  of  crimes, 
perjury,  subordination  of  perjury, 


bribery,  conspiracy.” 

Presiding  Episcopal  Bishop  John  E. 
Hines  said  the  transcripts  reveal  “an 
amoral  man,  insensitive  to  the  principles 
that  are  so  important  to  firm,  fair  and 
ethically  oriented  government.” 

In  the  view  of  the  Rev.  Thomas  Bland, 
professor  of  Christian  ethics  at 
Southeastern  Baptist  Theological 
Seminary,  Wake  Forest,  N.C.,  “the 
concern  displayed  is  entirely  op¬ 
portunistic.  The  ethic  of  the  thing  seems 
to  be  that  the  end  to  be  accomplished 
justifies  whatever  means  might  be 
employed.” 

Auxiliary  Bishop  John  J.  Dougherty  of 
Newark,  N.J.,,  chairman  of  the  U.S. 
Catholic  Conference’s  Committee  for 
Social  Development  and  World  Peace, 
said  that  the  “cumulative  pattern  that 
emerges  is  most  disturbing.” 

Reflecting  the  opposite  side  of  the 
coin,  a  Jesuit  presidential  aide  and  Dr. 
Billy  Graham,  a  long-time  Nixon  friend, 


Caption  contest  winners  named 


Identical  captions  by  two  persons 
resulted  in  six  winners  instead  of 
five  in  TM/UMR’s  latest  “What’s 
the  Message?”  contest. 

The  six  were  selected  from  nearly 
200  which  were  submitted.  Four  of 
the  winning  captions  are  ap¬ 
propriate  quotations  from  Scripture 
and  two  are  original. 

Each  of  the  winning  entrants 
receives  a  $10.00  check  to  be  used  for 
a  church  cause  of  project  of  his/her 
designation. 

The  winners  and  their  captions 
are: 

Dorothy  Chrapliwy  of  El  Paso, 
Texas:  “The  first  will  be  last” 
(Matthew  19:30) 

Dean  C.  Elrege  of  Bellingham, 
Minnesota:  “Is  it  nothing  to  you  all 
ye  that  pass  by?”  (Lamentations 
1:12). 

Julianne  L.  McAchran  of 
Albuquerque,  "Ndw  Mexico:  '“Slow 
me  down.  Lord.  When  I  let  myself  be 


overwhelmed  by  the  rush,  the 
worries  and  the  uncertainties  of  life, 
help  me  to  remember  that  You  still 
are  God  —  ever  present,  un¬ 
changing,  and  ultimately  in  com¬ 
mand  —  always  ready  to  help  when 
we  admit  our  need  and  seek  Your 
guidance.” 

Gloria  Roberts  of  Mayport, 
Florida  and  Maynard  C.  Buchnell  of 
Tarentum,  Pennsylvania:  “Some 
trust  in  chariots,  and  some  in  horses, 
but  we  will  remember  the  name  of 
the  Lord  our  God”  (Psalm  20:7). 

Mrs.  Gailen  Stewart  of  Grand 
Saline,  Texas: 

“Amidst  the  swirling  storm  of 
rush 

Seek  ye  the  quiet  ‘eye’  of  hush 
And  find  God 

With  boundless  power  to  meet 
every  need 

Regardless  of  the  hour  or  rate  of 
speed.” 


‘Such  sweeping  judgments  are  alien  to  the  Gospel’ 


To  the  Editor: 

There  is  something  cruelly  judgmental 
and  alien  to  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  in 
sweeping  condemnations  by  group  and 
class.  Such  judgments  always 
misrepresent  the  uniqueness  of  in¬ 
dividuals  —  and  respect  for  that 
uniqueness  should  be  respected  as  a  holy 
thing. 

In  Royce  A.  Currieo’s  letter  in 
’  TM/UMR  (May  10,  1974),  along  with  a 
salvo  of  other  class  judgments  (“left- 
wing  theologians,”  “ignorant  and  ob¬ 
stinate,”  "left-wing  intellectuals”  and 
“born-again  Christian”)  the  reader  may 
note  a  comment  about  “our  agnostic 
Ph.D’s.” 

I  submit  that  such  a  sweeping 
generalization  libels  good  Christian 
scholars  whose  expressions  of  faith  and 
whose  ethical  sensitivities  may  differ 
from  Mr.  Currieo’s. 
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For  one  example,  I  refer  to  a  former 
professor  of  mine.  Dr.  Albert  Outler,  who 
has  recently  been  quoted  in  this  paper  on 
the  evangelical  mission  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

Incidentally,  Mr.  Currieo’s  statement 
comes  perilously  close  to  equating  the 
“evangelical”  position  with  ignorance 
and  the  “intellectual”  position  with 
agnosticism. 

Oliver  C.  Phillips  Jr. 

Lawrence,  Kansas 

‘ Simple  Christianity' icon ’t 
solve  our  complex  problems 
To  the  Editor: 

I  found  the  letter  from  Royce  A. 
Curieo  (TM/UMR,  May  10)  to  be  most 
stimulating.  The  revelations  of  this  letter 
concern  not  only  United  Methodists,  but 
all  Christians. 

First.  I  was  unaware  “that  the  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  is  both  ignorant  and 
obstinate.”  If  they  were  only  ignorant, 
they  could  possibly  be  enlightened. 
However,  since  they  are  also  obstinate,  it 
seems  mandatory  that  they  be  purged 
from  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

I  was  further  made  aware  that  “the 
message  of  the  saving  grace  of  Jesus 
Christ  .  .  .  has  nothing  to  do  with 
Women’s  Lib,  Civil  Rights,  or  any  other 
cause  championed  by  left-wing 
theologians.”  In  my  New  Testament,  I 
found  numerous  accounts  where  the 
message  of  Jesus  had  been  confused  with 
the  liberties  and  rights  of  persons. 

I  concluded  that  all  such  accounts  must 
have  been  inserted  by  false  left-wing 
writers  in  the  past,  and  that  such 
material  must  be  torn  from  my  Bible. 
This  has  greatly  reduced  my  need  for 
Bible  reading,  since  my  New  Testament 
is  quite  compact  now. 

This  one  letter  has  made  my 
Christianity  so  simple  for  me,  where  it 
had  been  so  much  more  complex  before. 

Now  my  only  problem  is  to  find 
something  to  replace  Christianity  in 
dealing  with  the  problems  in  life  which 
require  more  than  a  simple  answer. 
David  E.  Clear 
Johnson  City,  Tennessee 

The  medievalists  are 

at  it  again 

To  the  Editor: 

Mainland  mail  arrives  late  in  Hawaii 
and  reaction  to  printed  materials  is  slow, 
hence  this  belated  comment  to  letters 
printed  in  the  22  March  issue. 

The  medievalists  are  at  it  again  — 
those  who  think  that  women  who  cut  their 
hair,  men  who  let  their  hair  grow  long, 
women  who  wear  scarlet  wearing  ap¬ 


parel,  persons  who  wear  clothing  of 
mixed  materials,  homosexuals,  and 
women  who  are  heard  to  speak  in  church 
are  all  such  grievous  sinners  that  “good” 
Methodists  cannot  accept  them  in 
fellowship.  I  lump  those  persons  together 
because  scripture  sometimes  does. 

How  far  from  truly  Christian  are  your 
March  22  correspondents!  They  forget 
entirely  that  Jesus,  in  those  three  great 
years  of  the  Galilean  ministry,  taught 
love  and  compassion  for  all  —  regardless 
of  life  style.  That  was  a  message  for  all 
time,  while  rules  of  conduct  were  for 
specific  times  and  places,  subject  to 
change,  and  “sinful”  or  not  in  ac¬ 
cordance  with  contemporary  human 
idiosyncrasy. 

The  woman  who  speaks  up  in  church 
and  the  gay  person  who  loves  God  and 
other  persons  in  ways  which  harm  no  one 
are  far  more  likely  to  win  God’s  love  and 
grace  than  the  sadist  who  thinks  that  his 
monetary  gifts  to  United  Methodism  — 
and  probably  likes  criminals  in  the  White 
House  —  give  him  the  right  to  determine 
who  may  or  may  not  be  acceptable  to 
the  Father  of  us  all. 

Fred  R.  Methered 
Honolulu,  Hawaii 

The  best  yet 

To  the  Editor: 

This  week  is  the  best  issue  yet.  You’re 
doing  a  yoeman’s  job. 

Your  story  "Global  Ministries  asked  to 
improve  ties  with  local  churches” 
(TM/UMR,  May  3)  is  just  what  we  need, 
and  your  paper  is  a  big  factor  in  bringing 
it  about. 

Those  pastors  who  felt  strongly  enough 
to  take  the  action  they  did  should  be 
commended  too.  We  need  more  like 
^em.  „  IT  _ 

C.  H.  Burlingame 
Taos,  New  Mexico 


Where  do  we  stand  on 

cigarette  smoking? 

To  the  Editor: 

Ten  years  ago  the  U.S.  Surgeon 
General  issued  his  first  report  on  the 
dangers  of  smoking.  People  did  not  care 
to  listen  or  hear.  Last  year  300,000 
Americans  died  of  smoking  (lung  cancer, 
emphysema,  etc. )  That  figure  dwarfs  the 
number  of  victims  from  car  accidents, 
Viet  Nam  and  communicable  diseases. 

Ninety  percent  of  all  lung  disease  is 
caused  by  smoking.  The  saddest  fact  is 
that  most  of  it  is  preventable.  All  we  hear 
is  “find  a  cure.”  Our  perspective  is  back¬ 
wards.  Our  top  priority  should  be  to 
educate  people  on  the  subject. 

Four  people  last  their  lives  in  a  Duluth 
fire  recently.  Many  were  injured.  The 
unofficial  cause  of  the  fire  was  careless 
smoking,  and  the  news  media  is  beating 
the  drum  about  “building  codes”  — 
certainly  a  factor  to  take  into  con¬ 
sideration  —  but  the  other  factor  has 
been  ignored.  Twenty -five  percent  of  all 
fires  are  caused  by  careless  smoking. 

We  ought  to  scream  “murder”  to  the 
tabacco  companies  who  are  getting  rich 
from  people’s  addiction. 

All  my  life  I  have  been  a  Methodist.  My 
church  had  standards  to  live  by.  Now  I 
would  like  to  know  how  to  believe  in  this 
church  which  has  literally  “let  it  all  hang 
out.”  I  expect  my  ministers  to  set  an 
example  —  a  good  one  hopefully.  If  it 
isn’t  good  enough  for  them  to  live  the  way 
they  preach,  then  I  won’t  buy  the 
product.  Just  where  does  the  Methodist 
Church  claim  to  stand  on  this  method  of 
suicide  by  smoking? 

Faye  A.  Topliff 
Duluth,  Minnesota 


Immediate  opening 

The  Texas  Methodist-United  Meth¬ 
odist  Reporter  has  an  immediate 
opening  on  its  executive  staff.  A 
challenging  opportunity  is  available 
for  a  person  with  skills  in  writing 
and  a  knowledge  of  and  commitment 
to  the  church;  United  Methodist 
membership  and  involvement  is  de- 
sir  eable. 

Send  resume  and  salary  re¬ 
quirements  to  Judy  Weidman, 
TM/  UMR,  Box  1076,  Dallas,  Texas 
75221. 

An  Equal  Opportunity  Employer 


have  cited  use  of  the  controversial 
“expletives”  by  past  presidents  and 
other  leaders  in  their  pro-Nixon 
argument. 

Father  Charles  Curran,  professor  6f 
moral  theology  at  the  Catholic  University 
of  America  here,  declared  that  “the  big 
problem  is  not  the  expletives  and  four- 
letter  words,  but  the  moral  viewpoint 
shown  by  saying  one  thing  publicly  and 
doing  another  privately.” 

On  the  other  hand,  Father  John 
McLaughlin,  deputy  special  assistant  to 
President  Nixon,  characterized  such 
criticism  as  “erroneous,  unjust”  and 
containing  “elements  of  hypocrisy.” 

The  priest  said  that  he  has  participated 
in  “skull  sessions”  with  military  per¬ 
sonnel,  journalists,  broadcasters, 
clergymen  and  academicians  in  which 
there  have  been  “conceptualizations”  or 
“prose  which  is  not  dissimilar  to  what 
one  hears  on  the  (Nixon)  tapes  or  reads 
in  the  transcripts  —  prose  that  is  direct, 
hard-boiled,  prose  that  is  a  kind  of 
political  shorthand  or  political  argot,  if 
you  will,  that  goes  to  the  heart  of  difficult 
and  complex  issues. 

"This  form  of  therapy,”  Father 
McLaughlin  continued,  “is  not  only 
understandable,  but  I  think  if  looked  at 
closely,  (is)  good,  valid,  sound  —  used  as 
a  form  of  release  by  previous  presidents 
—  Truman,  Kennedy,  Johnson  ...” 

‘The  president  is  not  a  god  living  on 
Mount  Olympus,  nor  would  we  want 
one,”  the  prest  said.  “He  is  a  human 
being  with  human  imperfections,  like  you 
and  me.” 

The  Jesuit  said  the  transcripts 
released  by  Mr.  Nixon  represent  only  a 
tiny  fraction  of  the  president’s  con¬ 
fidential  conversations  during  his  White 
House  tenure  —  or  one  volume  out  of  500 
“that  can  be  brought  into  existence. 

“To  select  one  volume  and  to  declare 
that  this  is  representative  of  a  complex 
man’s  full  thinking  or  expression  is 
unjust,  inaccurate  and  politically  ten¬ 
dentious.” 

Dr.  Graham  said  that  because  of  his 
busy  crusade  schedule  he  has  not  yet 
read  the  transcripts  and  would  not 
comment  in  detail  until  he  does. 

But  regarding  the  numerous  “ex¬ 
pletives  deleted,”  he  remarked:  “It’s  not 
the  language  I’ve  ever  heard  him 
(Nixon)  use.  However,  around  me,  most 
presidents  have  been  very  careful  in 
their  use  of  profanity.  Most  people’s  talk 
around  clergymen  is  a  little  different.” 

The  evangelist,  who  has  been  closely 
associated  with  chief  executives  of.the 
last  quarter  century^  said  that  despite 
their  decorum  around  him  “every  presi¬ 
dent  I’ve  known  has  occasionally  used 
profanity.” 

He  added  that  on  that  basis,  there  were 
many  persons  who  sometimes  were 
offenders.  “But  language  itself,”  Dr. 
Graham  concluded,  “is  not  an  impeach¬ 
able  offense.” 


It's  time  for  us  to  be 

seeking  reconciliation 

To  the  Editor: 

In  his  sermon  on  the  mount,  Jesus  said 
"...  if  you  are  offering  your  gift  at  the 
altar  .  .  .  first  be  reconciled  to  your 
brother,  and  then  come  and  offer  your 
gift.” 

A  study  document  in  the  1972  Book  of 
Resolutions  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  states  that  “When  the  war  ends, 
we  believe  that  genuine  reconciliation 
demands  a  broad  and  general  amnesty, 
without  qualifications  or  conditions,  to  all 
who  are  in  legal  jeopardy  because  of  the 
war  in  Southeast  Asia.” 

For  us,  the  war  has  now  officially 
ended.  It  is  time  to  be  about  our  Christian 
business  of  reconciliation.  Veterans  of 
the  war  and  their  families  need  all  the 
love  and  support  we  can  provide  as  they 
seek  to  re-establish  civilian  family  and 
job  and  social  relationships. 

The  same  is  true  of  other  young 
Americans  who,  because  of  opposition  to 
the  war  or  the  draft,  are  in  prison,  exile 
or  underground  ;  as  well  as  those  labelled 
“deserters”  and  those  given  “less  than 
honorable”  discharges  for  offenses  that 
are  not  crimes  in  civilian  life. 

Congress  and  the  President  should  be 
encouraged  to  grant  amnesty  without 
conditions  or  qualifications  for  all  of 
these,  our  fellow  American  citizens,  by 
all  Christians  who  are  faithful  to  our 
Lord’s  command  to  be  reconciled  to  our 
brother. 

Amnesty  can  help  bring  reconciliation 
to  a  troubled  and  divided  America. 
Amnesty  can  be  a  Christian  act  of  love 
and  justice.  Amnesty  can  renew  our  faith 
in  the  freedom  of  conscience  for  all 
Americans. 

Richard  K.  Heacock,  Jr. 

Corpus  Christi,  Texas 


Classified 

Rate:  25c  per  word,  figure  or  lntttal  per  In¬ 

sertion.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on 
contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  In  advance.  Minimum  charge  of  $6.25 
Service  charge  or  blind  ads  $1.00  per  Insertion. 

PREGNANT?  UNMARRIED?  Give  your  baby 
a  home  and  a  chance  at  life!  The  Methodist 
Mission  Home  In  San  Antonio  offers  a  com¬ 
plete,  confidential  service  on  your  problems. 
Good  living  situation,  warm  acceptance,  best 
medical  care,  expert  counseling  and  con¬ 
tinuing  high  school  education.  Call  or  write: 

Rev.  Harold  Burkhardt.  6407  Whitby  Rd..  San 
Antonio,  Texas  78240.  Phone  (512)  696-2410. 

A  UNIQUE  OPPORTUNITY.  A  successful 

retired  salesman  or  minister  to  represent  one 
of  America's  fastest  growing  religious  radio 
programs  In  your  area.  Exceptionally  good 
Income  potential.  If  Interested,  write, 
Methodist  Hour,  Box  77,  Orlando,  Florida 

FOR  SALE:  Two  manuel  and  pedal  Wurlltzer 

(horseshoe  console),  four  ranks,  unified.  You 
will  need  to  remove  and  move.  Contact:  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  P.  O.  Box  6. 
Midland.  Texas  79701. 

UNUSUAL  RETREAT-RENEWAL  CENTER 

In  mountain  wilderness.  Ecumenical  com¬ 
munity.  Family  and  Individual  vacations. 
Workshops,  seminars,  hiking,  camping, 
riding.  Continuing  education  opportunities. 
Outstanding  leadership.  Small.  Unstructured. 
June  1-August  30.  Write:  Director,  Ring  Lake 
Ranch.  Dubois.  Wyoming  82513. 

A  VACATION  THAT'S  SENSIBLE:  Ski  lodge 
chalets  in  the  pines  of  East  Texas.  Reasonable 
rates  —  as  low  as  $15  per  couple.  Entirely  new 
facilities.  Play  golf,  tennis,  croquet,  bumper 
pool;  relax  at  pool  side,  stocked  lake;  enjoy 
club  facilities.  Garden  Valley  Golf  and  Tennis 
Resort.  Int.  20,  Exit  110,  70  miles  east  of 
Dallas.  Reservations:  (21 4 >-882-3687.  or  write 
Hunter  Brush.  Box  500,  Llndale.  Texas  75771. 

HOMEPARENTS  NEEDED  for  child  care. 
These  are  full  time  positions  for  married 
couples  with  no  dependei  ts.  In  addition  to 
salary,  we  provide  meals  laundry  service, 
living  quarters  while  on  duty,  sick  leave;  also 
Insurance  and  retirement  programs  are 
available.  Applicants  must  be  non-smokers, 
non-drinkers,  high  school  graduate,  preferably 
with  college  training.  These  positions  can; 
provide  very  rewarding  experiences.  Please 
contact  the  personnel  Department,  Methodist 
Home,  1111  Herring  Ave.,  Waco,  Texas  76708. 

16  DAY  SCANDINAVIAN  ADVENTURE: 
Complete  package,  escorted,  flrstclass  hotels. 

Low  coat,  Dallas  to  Dallas.  Departure  date: 

July  15.  For  full  Information,  contact:  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  Ed  Hamilton.  Pastor-Host.  415  N.  Lee  St., 
Odessa.  Texas  79761.  Phone:  (AC  915)  337-1527 
(day),  362-5115  (evening). 

SPECIAL  TEXAS  CONFERENCE  TOUR  of 
the  Holy  Land  for  World  Methodist 
Evangelism  Congress.  November  14-23.  Tour 
price  from  New  York  —  $679.  Optional  return 
via  Rome  and  Athens  available  for  $296.  For 
Information,  contact:  Rev.  Roddy  Bland,  5215 
Main,  Houston  77002.  (AC  713)-921-9383. 
Registration  deadline  la  June  15. 

DELUXE  ORIENTAL  TOUR:  Rev.  and  Mrs. 

Ed  Laux.  experienced  escorts.  Invite  you  to 

Join  them.  3  weeks  In  August  74.  Brochure 
available.  Write:  Rev.  Ed  Laux.  6247 
Annapolis.  Dallas.  Texas  75214.  ' 

FOR  SINGLES  ONLY!  Singles  —  Just  the  trip 

you  have  been  waiting  for!  The  Holy  Lands 
plus  Rome,  Athens,  Corinth,  Cairo.  Camel- 
back  ride  to  the  pyramids,  romantic  boat  rides 
,to  sites  of  ancient  antiquity,  plus  more.  Dates: 
August  1-15.  For  more  Information,  write  or 
call:  Linda  Jones  2321  Westcreek  Lane,  No.  75- 
G.  Houston.  Texas  77027.  Phone  1-713-626-8298. 
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More  Korean 

Methodists 

sentenced 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (RNS)  —  Hun¬ 
dreds  of  South  Korean  students, 
Christian  clergy  and  laity  and  civic 
leaders  have  been  arrested  in  a  govern¬ 
ment  crackdown  on  political  dissent,  the 
Washington  Post  reported  here. 

A  May  7  dispatch  from  reporter  Don 
Oberdorfer  in  Seoul  said  that  many  more 
arrests  of  Christians  were  made  than  had 
been  known  to  American  church  groups 
concerned  about  the  South  Korean 
situation. 

The  sentencing  of  five  Protestant 
clergymen  to  long  prison  terms  for 
(asking  restoration  of  democratic 
government  in  South  Korea)  led  to 
vigorous  protests  from  the  North 
American  section  of  World  Alliance  of 
Reformed  Churches  and  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 
Those  sentenced  were  Presbyterian  and 
Methodist  ministers. 

Mr.  Oberdorfer  said  “many  hundreds” 
of  persons  including  Christian  clergy  and 
lay  persons  have  been  “hustled  off  to 
jails,  interrogation  centers  or  prisons  for 
political  reasons.” 

He  said  that  of  500  seized  in  early  April 
200  were  held  for  “lengthy  grilling  or 
eventual  imprisonment.” 

Among  those  interrogated,  the 
dispatch  said,  was  Prof.  Lee  Uchung  of 
Seoul’s  Women’s  College. 

On  Sunday,  May  4,  a  group  of  Japanese 
Christians  placed  a  full-page  ad¬ 
vertisement  in  The  New  York  Times.  It 
urged  U.S.  churches  to  come  to  the 
defense  of  Korean  Christians  under 
government  attack. 

The  conflict  in  South  Korea  involves 
several  'factors,  including  a  constitution 
imposed  by  President  Park  Chung  Hee. 
Virtually  obliterating  civil  rights,  the 
constitution  came  under  increasing 
attack  in  1973  from  students  and 
Christian  leaders. 

In  January  1974,  President  Park  for¬ 
bade  criticism  of  the  constitution.  It  is 
now  a  crime,  punishable  by  15  years  in 
prison,  to  advocate  change  in  the  con¬ 
stitution. 

Prof.  Lee,  according  to  The  Post,  was 
picked  up  by  South  Korean  intelligence 
agents  between  classes  at  the  Women’s 
College  and  questioned  for  four  hours. 

She  said  that  interrogators  tried  to 
convince  her  that  Christian  students 
earlier  arrested  may  be  Communists. 
“They  (the  interrogators)  said  the 
student  Christians  did  things  the  same 
way  as  Communists .  . .  working  with  the 
labor  class  and  the  oppressed  .  .  . 
working  in  slum  areas  and  encouraging 
people  to  fight  for  their  rights,”  she  said. 

“I  said  their  philosophy  was  com¬ 
pletely  different  from  that  of  Com¬ 
munists,  that  Communists  begin  by 
denying  God,  but  the  students  work 
because  Christ  tells  us  to  feed  the  hungry 
and  give  clothes  to  the  naked.”'. 
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New  study  documents  religious 
trends;  shows  half  unchurched 


Young  m  other  of  the  year 


NEW  YORK  —  A  United  Methodist  woman  has  won  the  title  of  National  Young 
Mother  of  the  Year.  Mrs.  Paul  Newton  Fields,  29,  was  named  during  the  39th  annual 
dinner  of  the  American  Mothers  Committee,  Inc.,  in  New  York.  Mrs.  Fields,  the 
mother  of  three  children,  aged  1  to  7,  has  devoted  herself  to  all  phases  of  the  work  of 
her  United  Methodist  church  in  Dyersburg,  Tenn.  She  has  taught  the  elementary 
fellowship  choir  and  the  kindergarten  class,  and  is  also  active  in  community  music 
and  theater  groups. 

RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  The  publication 
of  a  major  ecumenical  study  of  Christian 
church  membership  in  the  U.S.  by 
region,  state  and  county  —  the  first  such 
study  in  18  years  —  was  offered  as  a 
“contribution  to  the  study  of  long-range 
religious  trends  in  America.” 

Documenting  the  fact  that  about  half 
the  U.S.  population  is  “unchurched,”  at 
least  from  a  Christian  standpoint,  the 
two-year  study  pinpoints  where  in  the 
country  Christian  denominations  are 
flourishing,  holding  their  own,  slowly 
declining  or  having  little  or  no  impact  on 
the  local  populace. 

The  computerized  237-page  report, 
entitled  “A  Study  of  Churches  and 
Church  Membership  in  the  U.S.  -  1971,” 
encompasses  80.8  per  cent  of  Christian 
church  members  in  50  states,  just  over 
100  million  persons. 

The  study  was  published  by  the 
Glenmary  Research  Center,  Washington, 
D.C.,  a  Roman  Catholic  agency,  and  was 
compiled  by  Douglas  W.  Johnson,  staff 
associate  at  the  National  Council  of 
Churches’  Office  of  Research, 
Evaluation  and  Planning,  New  York; 
Paul  R.  Picard,  director  of  Research, 
Lutheran  Church  -  Missouri  Synod,  St. 
Louis;  and  Father  Bernard  Quinn, 
director  of  the  Glenmary  Research 
Center. 

In  a  preface  to  the  study,  the  authors 
expressed  the  hope  that  “this  report, 
despite  its  limitations,  will  facilitate 
ecumenical  and  denominational  plan¬ 
ning,  contribute  to  the  study  of  long 
range  religious  trends  in  America,  and 
stimulate  a  more  sophisticated  study  of 
churches  and  church  membership  at  the 
time  of  the  1980  census.” 

The  new  study  is  broken  down  into 
three  “tables”  —  a  U.S.  summary,  a 


Communication— the  family  hangup 


MIAMI  (RNS)  —  The  biggest  problem 
in  family  relationships  today  is  the  lack 
of  effective  communication  between 
husbands  and  wives,  and  between 
parents  and  children,  a  family  life 
seminar  was  told  here. 

“We  need  to  learn  to  communicate 
about  all  subjects,  not  just  the  easy 
ones,”  said  Dr.  Peggy  B.  Hutson,  a 
psychiatrist  at  the  University  of  Miami. 

Dr.  J.  Melvin  Britt,  director  of  coun¬ 
seling  for  the  Florida  Conference  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  said  that  “the 
problem  is  to  utilize  the  communication 
techniques  we  know  about." 

“Even  trained  communications 
specialists,  like  clergymen,  have  a  dif¬ 
ficult  time  applying  those  techniques  in 
their  own  marriage  relationships.  They 
are  not  open,  not  aware,  not  sensitive. 
Communication  must  be  worked  at,”  Dr. 
Britt  said. 

Poth  speakers  told  the  seminar  —  held 


the  church  today 


Hamline  president 
suggests  merger 

ST.  PAUL,  Minn.  (RNS)  —  The  merger 
of  Hamline  University,  a  United 
Methodist  -  affiliated  school  here,  with 
Macalester  College,  a  United 
Presbyterian  -  related  school,  has  been 
proposed  by  Hamline’s  president. 

Dr.  Richard  Bailey  also  suggested 
broadening  Hamline’s  denominational 
affiliation  beyond  United  Methodism  to 
include  Jewish,  Lutheran  and  Roman 
Catholic  ties. 

He  made  the  comments  at  an  Honors 
Day  convocation  and  said  they  were  half- 
serious  and  intended  to  provoke 
discussion. 

“In  no  sense  does  this  have  anybody’s 
approval,”  he  said.  “It’s  just  tossed  out 
by  me.” 

“Let  the  name  ’McLine’  or  ‘New 
Hamster,’  but  let  us  admit  that,  in  a  tight 
educational  market,  we  can’t  both  afford 
excellence.” 

President  Bailey  went  on  to  suggest  a 
1982  merger  deadline. 

Dr.  James  Robinson,  Macalester’s 
president,  was  astonished  when  told 
about  Dr.  Bailey’s  suggestion.  “I’ve  had 
lots  of  suitors,  but  I  didn’t  anticipate 
that,”  he  said. 

Senior  Crutchfield  to  mark 
70th  annual  conference 

CARLSBAD,  N.M.  (UMN)  —  Seventy 
years  attending  Methodist  annual  con¬ 
ferences  is  surely  not  an  entry  for  the 
Guinness  Book  of  World  Records. 


May  We  Have 
40  Minutes 
of  Your  Time? 


Visit  us  on  your  next  trip  to  Nash¬ 
ville.  The  United  Methodist  Pub¬ 
lishing  House  (one  of  4  United 
Methodist  general  agencies  located 
in  Nashville) 

Plant  tours  scheduled  at  10  a.m. 
and  2  p.m.,  Monday  through 
Friday,  for  persons  of  high  school 
age  and  above — individuals,  fam¬ 
ilies,  church  groups. 

To  arrange  your  tour,  write  or  call 
our  Public  Relations  Department, 
201  Eighth  Ave.,  S.,  Nashville,  Tenn. 
37202.  Phone  (615)  749-6344.  For 
tours  of  all  United  Methodist 
Agencies;  write:  TOURS,  Scarritt 
College,  Nashville,  Tenn.  37203. 

You'll  get  a  quick  response! 


However,  later  this  month  it  will  be  a 
record  for  Dr.  Finis  A.  Crutchfield,  Sr., 
who  lives  here  at  Lansun  Manor  with  his 
wife. 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Crutchfield  will  attend 
the  May  28  session  of  the  New  Mexico 
Annual  Conference  meeting  at  Glorieta. 

The  retired  minister  and  his  wife  will 
be  welcomed  to  the  conference  by  their 
son-in-law,  Bishop  Alsie  H.  Carleton, 
presiding  officer  of  the  annual  meeting. 

The  Rev.  Charles  Newton  Crutchfield, 
their  grandson,  is  pastor  of  the  Asbury 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Odessa  and 
will  be  present  as  a  delegate  at  the  an¬ 
nual  conference. 

The  day  the  Crutchfields  attend  the 
Glorieta  conference,  their  son,  Bishop 
Finis  A.  Crutchfield,  Jr.,  will  call  to  order 
the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  in 
Shreveport. 

New  hymn  sought  by  Army 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (RNS)  —  The 
U.S.  Army  Chaplaincy  will  conduct  a 
hymn  conposers’  competition  for  music 
and  lyrics  suitable  to  become  “The  Army 
Hymn.” 

The  competition  —  May  1, 1974  to  Jan. 
31, 1975  —  will  be  part  of  the  Bicentennial 
observance  and  the  Army  Chaplaincy’s 
200th  anniversary.  Open  to  both  military 
and  civilian  composers,  the  competition 
provides  a  first  prize  of  $7,500,  with 
substantial  prizes  for  runners-up. 

Complete  details  may  be  obtained  from 
Office  of  the  Chief  of  Chaplains  (DACH- 
AMM),  Department  of  the  Army, 
Washington,  D.C.  20314. 

Bible  distribution  up  5% 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  The  number  of 
complete  Bibles  distributed  throughout 
the  world  in  1973  increased  5.1  per  cent 
over  the  1972  figure,  the  American  Bible 
Society  reported  here. 

A  total  of  5,903,807  Bibles  was  placed  in 
Africa,  Asia,  the  Americas,  and  Europe 
last  year,  the  Society  said,  citing  figures 
from  the  United  Bible  Societies,  an  in¬ 
ternational  agency. 

In  addition,  distribution  of  portions  and 
selections  of  Scripture  also  rose 
significantly.  Distribution  included  were 
42.2  per  cent  more  portions  and  10.4  per 
cent  more  selections.  The  number  of  New 
Testaments  dropped  2.1  per  cent.  Total 
world  increase  for  Bibles  and  parts  was 
14.1  per  cent  over  1972. 

Of  the  total  of  249,152,091  bibles, 
Testaments,  selections  and  portions,  the 
American  Bible  Society  provided 
170,832,225. 

In  the  U.S.,  the  Society  distributed 
812,530  complete  Bibles,  down  1.7  per 
cent  from  1972,  and  6,112,543  Testaments, 
a  drop  of  7.7  per  cent.  At  the  same  time, 
portions  of  the  Bible  jumped  93  per  cent, 
partly  as  a  result  of  Key  ’73,  the  broadly 
based  evangelistic  campaign. 


at  First  United  Methodist  Church  —  that 
while  families  today  are  bombarded  by 
seemingly  greater  pressures  and 
problems,  modern  families  are  not 
necessarily  "weaker.” 

“Pressures  are  greater  on  the  family 
and  most  institutions  today.  But  family 
units  are  not  necessarily  weaker,”  Dr. 
Britt  said. 

Dr.  Hutson  said  “problems  are  neither 
good  nor  bad.  Everybody  has  problems. 
The  successful  family  is  the  one  that  goes 
on  just  trying  to  make  things  work.” 

The  first  requirement  for  effective 
communication  is  introspection,  she 
said.  “One  of  the  greatest  temptations  is 
to  blame  others.  If  you  blame  your 
spouse  or  child,  then  he  or  she  is  im¬ 
mediately  on  the  defensive  and  not 
open.” 

“You  have  to  understand  the  other 
-guy’s  situation  and  see  it  as  he  sees  it,” 
Dr.  Britt  said.  “Thereby  you  begin  to 
relate  to  his  perception  of  reality  and 
why  he  sees  it  that  way.  That  doesn’t 
mean  you  have  to  accept  his  concept  — 
but  you  accept  him.” 

Dr.  Hutson  said  that  relating  to 
another’s  point  of  view  is  difficult 
because  most  people  make  no  real  effort 
to  develop  emotional  maturity  after 
marriage  —  when  it  should  be  a  life-long 
process. 

It  is  especially  hard  for  parents  when 
they  are  dealing  with  adolescent 
children,  because  the  adolescent  tries  for 
awhile  to  turn  away  from  everything 
connected  with  the  parents,  in  an  effort  to 
become  an  individual,  Dr.  Hutson  said. 


She  said  that  “at  that  time,  the 
adolescent  will  turn  to  his  group  for 
support.”  While  parents  must  try  to  put 
themselves  in  the  shoes  of  their  children 
to  try  to  understand  their  viewpoints  — 
the  parents  must  yet  set  limits. 

“You  don’t  do  the  child  a  favor  if  you 
don’t  raise  him  to  understand  that  there 
is  order  in  society,”  Dr.  Hutson  stressed. 
“You  should  say  ‘No’  with  a  reason  in 
those  early  years.” 

Dr.  Britt  said  he  felt  Christianity  offers 
the  best  basis  for  communication 
because  “Christianity  has  given  us  a 
better  understanding  of  human  per¬ 
sonality  than  any  other  ideology.  It  has 
given  us  insight  into  the  best  means  of 
communication:  love,  faith,  trust  — 
values  characteristic  of  the  Christian 
tradition.” 

Dr.  Hutson  agreed  that  “religious 
institutions  are  one  of  the  few  groups  left 
which  have  a  clear  code  of  living,  a  value 
system.” 

Having  a  value  system  in  a  society 
where  the  culture  is  in  a  state  of  flux  is 
very  helpful  in  family  life,  she  said.  “It  is 
so  easy  to  terminate  a  marriage  with 
divorce  rather  than  work  at  solutions  to 
problems  when  you  don’t  have  values.” 

Religion  is  also  helpful  to  individuals 
and  families  trying  to  adjust  to  life  with 
good  mental  health  after  the  age  of  50  or 
60,  Dr.  Hutson  said. 

She  said  “flexibility  is  essential  for 
continued  well-being  after  50  or  60.  And  a 
part  of  that  is  resolving  the  problem  of 
death.  The  Christian  religion  is  very 
helpful  at  this  point.” 


People  problems  at 
Expo  74  will  be  under 
care  of  the  church 


SPOKANE,  Wash.  (RNS)  -  A 
chaplaincy  program  and  an  Inspiration 
Point  are  among  the  services  offered  to 
persons  attending  Expo  ’74,  the  en¬ 
vironmental  World’s  Fair  here,  by  the 
Spokane  Christian  Coalition. 

The  volunteer  chaplaincy  is  in¬ 
terreligious  in  composition.  Protestants, 

Roman  Catholics,  Jews  and  Buddhists 
are  cooperating  in  the  project  which 
makes  clergymen  available  for  counsel¬ 
ing  and  emergency  situations. 

Inspiration  Point,  is  a  place  for  quiet 
meditation  on  Cannon  Island  in  the 
middle  of  the  Spokane  River. 

In  addition  to  the  programs  of  the 
Christian  Coalition,  various  denomina¬ 
tions  are  sponsoring  services  and  events 
for  fairgoers.  The  international  exposi¬ 
tion,  dedicated  to  “Celebrating  Tomor¬ 
row’s  Fresh,  New  Environment,”  was 
opened  on  May  4  by  President  Nixon.  It  «  q  1  q  ph  i  cv 

will  run  through  Nov.  3.  ©CtICS  1 

The  Lutheran  Council  of  the  Greater 
Spokane  Area  is  operating  a  child  care  11 H  p  Vl 

center  on  the  Expo  site,  maintaining  a  ****^**iaa 


Christian  book 


regional-state  presentation,  and  a  state- 
county  elaboration. 

The  first  table  presents  for  each 
denomination  the  number  of  churches, 
communicants,  confirmed  or  full 
members,  and  the  total  adherents  for  the 
entire  country.  It  also  shows  what  per¬ 
centage  of  the  total  U.S.  population 
comprises  church  members. 

Table  2  presents  nine  census  regions 
and  state  totals  of  churches  and  mem¬ 
bers,  while  the  third  table  provides  the 
“detailed  data”  on  which  the  totals  in  the 
first  two  tables  are  based.  For  each 
county  there  is  a  grand  total  of  churches 
and  members  reported,  as  well  as  the  per 
cent  of  the  county  population  the  com¬ 
munion  represents 

At  a  pre-release  briefing  on  the  study 
during  the  Catholic  Press  Association  - 
Associated  Church  Press  joint  con¬ 
vention  in  Denver  (April  25),  Mr. 
Johnson  described  the  study  as  the  “most 
comprehensive”  look  at  U.S.  Church 
membership  in  20  years  and  the  answer 
to  the  need  for  data  on  the  strengths  and 
weaknesses  of  Christian  churches  in  the 
U.S. 

The  study  reveals  a  variety  of  changes 
and  trends,  according  to  Mr.  Johnson.  He 
added  that  these  changes  and  trends 
would  have  to  be  viewed  with  the 
qualification  that  the  study  figures  are 
three  years  old. 

Among  the  significant  ramifications  of 
the  study  are: 

•  The  comparison  with  the  1952  NCC 
study  shows  that  the  percentage  of 
church  membership  had  grown  from  45.8 
per  cent  of  the  population  in  1952  to  49.6 
per  cent  in  1971.  It  is  estimated  that  the 
over-all  population  growth  was  34.9  per 
cent. 

•  A  comparison  of  total  losses  and 
gains  of  theologically  liberal,  moderate 
and  conservative  churches  during  that  20 
year  period  indicated  that  membership 
losses  were  suffered  by  some  con¬ 
servative  and  liberal  churches. 

Mr.  Johnson  also  pointed  out  that  in 
order  to  have  grown  a  church  would  have 
to  have  gained  more  than  35  per  cent,  to 
keep  up  with  population  growth.  Most 
large  theologically  liberal  and  moderate 
churches  failed  to  keep  pace,  he  said, 
while  many  conservative  and 
evangelical  churches  outstripped  the 
population  gain.  However,  he  added,  the 
trend  is  still  mixed. 

The  study  divides  the  U.S.  into  nine 
regions  and  compares  church  mem¬ 
bership  in  each.  The  Pacific  region 
(Alaska,  California,  Hawaii,  Oregon  and 
Washington)  has  the  least  church 
members  (33.5  per  cent),  while  New 
England  (Maine,  New  Hampshire, 
Vermont,  Rhode  Island,  Massachusetts 
and  Connecticut)  has  the  largest  church 
membership  (60.4  per  cent). 

The  Catholic  Church,  with  36  per  cent 
of  total  U.S.  Christian  membership  is  the 
largest  communion,  and  in  terms  of  the 
study  Catholics  represent  44.5  per  cent  of 


religious  issues  which  fairgoers  may 
wish  to  discuss  with  the  circulating 
chaplains.  The  volunteers  are  iden¬ 
tifiable  by  clerical  collars  or  special 
armbands  for  those  whose  traditions  do 
not  call  for  special  dress. 

The  chaplaincy  program  grew  out  of  a 
concern  to  meet  the  emergency  needs  of 
the  estimated  4.8  million  persons  who 
will  see  the  fair  and  to  use  the  occasion  to 
demonstrate  that  religious  groups  are 
out  among  people  with  witness  and 
service. 

Lutherans  in  the  area  are  providing 
lodging  to  Lutheran  families  for  $5  per 
night  for  adults.  Children  are  housed  free 
of  charge. 


youth  hostel  and  helping  Lutheran 
families  make  housing  arrangements. 

In  addition  to  its  own  lecture  series  and 
musical  events  marking  Expo,  the 
Episcopal  Cathedral  of  St.  John  the 
Evangelist  is  making  its  imposing  Gothic 
sanctuary  available  to  other  churches  for 
special  services  during  the  fair. 

Operating  from  an  on-site  YMCA,  the 
chaplaincy  volunteers  are  coordinated 
by  the  Rev.  Richard  Boyd,  a  United 
Methodist. 

Four  chaplains  work  in  teams  of  two 
from  Sunday  to  Saturday,  taking  a  sik- 
hour  shift  from  noon  to  six  and  six  to 
midnight.  They  are  on  call  at  all  times. 

Possible  problem  situations  the 
volunteer  could  encounter  have  been 
gleaned  from  logs  kept  at  other  recent 
World’s  Fairs  in  the  U.S. 

They  expect  to  deal  with  lost  children, 
persons  stricken  with  illness  and 


all  church  members  included. 

The  study  shows  that  while  all  church¬ 
es  are  “national”  churches,  most  are 
concentrated  in  certain  regions.  The 
most  concentrated  of  all  denominations 
is  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter 
Day  Saints  (Mormon),  located  primarily 
in  Utah. 

Southern  Baptists  are  concentrated  in 
the  Deep  South,  but  spreading  West  and 
North;  the  United  Methodists  are  con¬ 
centrated  in  the  Central  U.S.,  but  with 
the  Episcopalians  are  the  most  truly 
national  bodies  among  Protestants. 

Lutherans  are  still  primarily  located  in 
the  Midwest  and  Northern  Plains,  while 
the  Christian  Church  (Disciples  of 
Christ)  is  based  mainly  in  the  middle 
part  of  the  country. 

The  new  computerized  study, 
described  by  Father  Quinn  as  a  “modest 
contribution  to  ecumenism,”  is  not  based 
on  a  sample  of  church  members  —  as  are 
many  surveys  —  but  on  an  extensive 
accumulation  of  statistics  from  all  the 
denominations  involved. 

The  book  is  available  from  the  NCC, 
475  Riverside  Drive,  New  York,  N.Y., 
10025,  or  from  the  Glenmary  Research 
Center,  4604  East-West  Highway, 
Washington,  D.C.,  20014. 

Priority  areas 
established  by 
Emerging  Issues 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  —  Issues  ranging 
from  biomedical  ethics  to  “alternative 
lifestyles  to  the  nuclear  family”  have 
been  established  as  priority  areas  by  the 
newly  created  Division  of  Emerging 
Social  Issues  of  the  denomination’s 
Board  of  Church  and  Society,  which  held 
its  first  meeting  here  recently. 

In  determining  the  areas,  which  also 
include  economic  justice  and  political 
freedom  as  well  as  world  population  and 
environmental  quality,  division  mem¬ 
bers  were  warned  that  the  greatest 
temptation  will  be  to  “chase  after  fads,” 
a  pitfall  which  must  be  avoided. 

Expanding  the  point,  Dean  J.  Philip 
Wogaman  of  Wesley  Theological 
Semianry  said  that  change  is  a  part  of 
life  but  that  “pure  change  is  unthinkable 
.  .  .  you  cannot  make  relative  judgments 
if  you  have  pulled  the  rug  out  from  under 
absolutes.” 

The  new  division,  which  was  created  to 
identify  and  research  emerging  issues,  is 
under  the  leadership  of  Jane  Mills  Reed. 
Reflecting  on  the  division’s  first  meeting, 
Ms.  Reed  said  she  saw  the  new  enterprise 
as  a  “hopeful  stance  toward  influencing 
the  future  with  a  sound  sociological- 
theological  analysis  as  the  foundation  in 
determining  the  values  at  stake.” 


Chilean  Methodist  freed; 
to  assume  Indiana  post 


NEW  YORK,  NY.  (UMC)  —  A 
Methodist  clergyman  arrested  last 
month  by  the  military  junta  in  Chile  has 
been  released  unharmed  and  has  arrived 
in  the  United  States. 

The  Rev.  Samuel  Araya,  pastor  of 
Providencia  Methodist  Church  in  San¬ 
tiago  and  a  professor  at  the  city’s  in¬ 
terdenominational  Evangelical 
Theological  Community,  arrived  in 
Florida  May  12  en  route  to  a  mission  post 
with  the  United  Methodist  South  Indiana 
Conference. 

Mr.  Araya  was  arrested  April  19  along 
with  the  Rev.  Joel  Gajardo,  a 
Presbyterian  clergyman  and  also  a 
professor  at  the  theological  community, 
the  school’s  secretary  and  her  fiance. 

All  of  them  have  been  released,  and 
Mr.  Gajardo  left  Chile  May  13  for 
Argentina,  according  to  word  received 
here  the  same  day. 

Joyce  Hill,  executive  secretary  of  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Global 
Ministries’  Latin  America  office,  said 
Mr.  Araya  was  arrested  “for  personal 
activity  that  is  an  alleged  relationship  to 
activities  of  Marxist  groups,”  according 
to  an  official  bulletin  of  the  Chilean 


Chancellery  on  April  25,  1974.  He  was 
released  April  29  after  Chilean 
authorities  were  assured  he  would  leave 
the  country.  He  already  had  accepted  the 
post  with  the  South  Indiana  Conference 
at  the  time  of  his  arrest. 

Mr.  Araya’s  wife  was  in  Panama  when 
her  husband  was  arrested  and  she  flew  to 
Washington,  D.C.,  to  appeal  to  U.S. 
authorities  on  his  behalf.  Bishop  James 
K.  Mathews,  episcopal  leader  of  the 
Washington  area,  signed  documents  for 
his  entry  into  the  country. 

There  have  been  widespread  arrests  in 
Chile  since  the  junta  overthrew  the 
regime  of  President  Salvador  Allende 
last  September. 

In  a  communique  to  Ms.  Hill  following 
his  release,  Mr.  Araya  said  he  was  im¬ 
prisoned  with  “more  than  250”  prisoners 
of  war.  He  said  he  and  his  colleagues 
were  kept  hand-cuffed,  blindfolded  and 
without  food  more  than  24  hours  during 
interrogations  by  authorities. 

In  all,  there  have  been  three  Methodist 
clergymen  arrested  in  Chile,  according 
to  Ms.  Hill,  and  one,  the  Rev.  Ulises 
Torres,  pastor  of  a  church  in  Chilian, 
remains  imprisoned. 


COLORADO  SPRINGS  (RNS)  — 
Despite  economic  turmoil  and  even 
recession  in  some  areas,  sales  of 
Christian  books  are  soaring,  and  nearly  a 
third  of  the  people  who  buy  these  books 
seldom  attend  church. 

These  statements  were  part  of  a  report 
on  evangelical  book  publishing  by  John 
Bass,  executive  vice-president  of  the 
Christian  Booksellers  Association,  an 
evangelical  organization  based  in 
Colorado  Springs.  His  report  was  given 
here  at  the  annual  convention  of  the 
Evangelical  Press  Association. 

“The  radically  changing  markets  of 
the  past  five  years  have  surpassed,  in 
fact  almost  defied,  any  sort  of  market 
projection  or  definition,”  declared  Mr. 
Bass.  “Forecasting,  while  normally  a 
worthwhile  tool  in  any  industry,  has 
become  /a  frightening  word  in  the 
religious  publishing  industry.” 


Our  "Found"  Children 


Min  Kyung 


Myung  Soon 


Kyung  Hee 

These  little  Korean  girls  are  complete  orphans,  abandoned  on  the  streets  of 
Pusan.  WORLD’S  CHILDREN,  INC.  needs  your  help  in  raising  them  in  our 
Pusan  orphanage.  All  are  in  poor  health  and  need  lots  of  love.  Sponsoring  one  of 
these  children  will  be  a  rewarding  undertaking  for  an  individual,  a  family  or  a 
church  group.  The  cost:  Just  $10  a  month.  We  will  send  you  complete  in¬ 
formation  on  your  child.  WORLD’S  CHILDREN,  INC.  is  U.S.  gov’t,  approved 
and  payments  are  tax  deductible. 

Yes,  I  will  sponsor 

If  she  Is  taken,  assign  a  child  to  me  where  need  Is  greatest  — — 

Payment  Is  enclosed  for  first  month  — - - .  Fall  year  - . 

Rev.  St  Mrs.  Albert  E.  Purvtance 
WORLD’S  CHILDREN,  INC.  —  Box  626 
Cheyenne,  Wyoming  82001 
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The  TM/UMR  story 


Readers  ask,  ‘How  do 


TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 
DALLAS— “Well,  you  gotta  admit."  a 
perplexed  reader  said,  "it’s  kinda  unusu¬ 
al  for  a  newspaper  to  have  150  different 
page  ones,  isn’t  it?" 

Well,  it  IS  a  little  unusual,  but  "The 
Texas  Methodist/  United  Methodist 
Reporter”  isn’t  your  run-of-the-mill 
church  newspaper.  For  example:  if  you 
were  to  read  “The  Communicator,” 
"Interchange,”  “The  North  Texas 
Methodist."  or  “The  Grace  Church 
Chimes,"  you’d  find  that  they  have 
essentially  the  same  content  on  the  inside 
—  but  the  front  pages  are  totally  dif¬ 
ferent. 

"What  appears  on  page  1  establishes 
the  whole  paper’s  identity  in  the  minds  of 
most  readers.”  according  to  Spurgeon  M. 
Dunnam  III,  TM/  UMR  Editor-General 
Manager  “While  most  publications  seek 
to  develop  a  single  identity,  we’ve  sought 
consciously  to  develop  many  identities.” 

Strange  as  it  may  seem,  it  works.  Since 
1965  when  “The  Texas  Methodist” 
published  5  annual  conference  editions 
with  a  total  circulation  of  30,000,  the 
paper  has  grown  to  more  than  150  weekly 
conference  and  local  church  editions 
nationwide  with  nearly  300,000  cir¬ 
culation.  And  it's  done  this  during  a 
period  when  many  publications  —  reli¬ 
gious  and  secular  —  have  suffered 
declines  in  circulation.  And  Jill  signs 
point  to  the  continuation  of  rapid  growth 
for  TM/UMR. 

Adding  to  the  anomoly.  TM/UMR  is  in 
no  way  endorsed  or  supported  financially 
by  United  Methodism’s  national  struc¬ 
ture,  but  it  now  serves  as  the  official  pub¬ 
lication  for  more  than  one-fourth  of  all 
the  denomination’s  annual  conferences 
‘‘How  do  you  do  it?"  is  a  question 
frequently  asked.  First  of  all,  each  an¬ 
nual  conference  and  local  church  is  given 
complete  control  over  its  own  front  page. 
Individuality  and  innovations  are  fos¬ 
tered  and  nurtured  by  the  TM/UMR 
staff.  "We  see  our  role  as  helping  the 
church  or  conference  do  what  it  wants  to 
do,  rather  than  trying  to  make  them  fit  a 
mold  we've  standardized,”  according  to 
Kay  Fielder,  assistant  editor  in  charge  of 


local  editions. 

But  TM/  UMR  is  more  than  just  an 
endless  string  of  page  ones.  The  other 
three  pages  provide  a  balanced, 
professional  presentation  of  general 
United  Methodist  and  ecumenical  news, 
analysis  and  opinion.  No  subject  of 
religious  significance  is  considered  off- 
limits. 

Judy  Weidman,  TM/  UMR  associate 
editor,  describes  the  paper’s  approach  to 
reporting  the  news  this  way :  “We  try  to 
strike  a  balance  between  institutional 
and  human-interest  type  stones,  between 
the  different  parts  of  the  country,  and 
to  give  fair  representation  to  all  shades  of 


you 


do  it?’ 


representatives  from  each  annual  con¬ 
ference  it  serves. 

The  editorial  page  within  TM/UMR 
editions  is  widely  read  because  it  began 
providing  a  place  for  the  exchange  of 
views  among  United  Methodists  long 
before  the  idea  of  "listening  to  the  grass¬ 
roots”  became  fashionable.  More  than 
one  lay  reader  has  said:  “TM/UMR  is 
the  one  place  where  we  can  speak  and  be 
heard." 

Because  of  the  large  volume  of  mail 
from  readers,  only  about  one  out  of  five 
“letters  to  the  editor”  which  come  in  are 
printed  "We  make  every  effort, 
however,  to  see  that  all  views  are 


opinion,  and  to  write  primarily  with  the  represented,”  Mr.  Dunnam  said. 


lay  reader  in  mind." 

Editorially,  TM/  UMR  is  independent 
—  which  mean<:  that  the  paper  is  not 
“beholden”  to  an.,  individual  or  special 
interest  group.  The  paper’s  editorial 
page  is  an  ongoing  forum  consisting  of 
editorials  by  the  staff  and  free-flowing 
“feedback”  from  the  readers.  Freedom 
of  expression  is  limited  only  by 
TM/  UMR’s  two-fold  commitment  to  its 
readers:  to  be  Christian  in  all  editorial 
viewpoints  expressed  and  to  be  fair  to 
those  holding  different  viewpoints. 

That  these  commitments  have  been  at 
least  partially  accomplished  is  reflected 
by  the  fact  that  TM/UMR's  local  edition 
service  is  used  by  both  theologically 
liberal  and  theologically  conservative, 
white  and  black,  small  and  large,  urban 
and  rural  congregations. 

The  Dallas-based  publication  has  also 
received  its  share  of  critical  acclaim  — 
landing  awards  from  the  national  church 
press  associations  each  year  of  the  past 
five  years,  and  receiving  three  first- 
place  awards  this  year:  for  general 
excellence,  for  best  reportage  and  for 
best  editorial. 

Who  ‘owns’  TM/UMR? 

TM/  UMR  is  legally  owned  by  the 
annual  conferences  of  Texas  and  New 
Mexico,  but  functionally,  it  is  governed 
by  a  board  of  directors  which  includes 


Occasionally  someone  will  ask  “What 
do  people  in  Florida  or  California  care 
what’s  happening  in  Texas?”  “A  key¬ 
stone  of  TM/UMR  philosophy  is  that 
United  Methodists  in  all  parts  of  the 
country  have  much  in  common.  It  is  felt 
that  the  exchange  of  news  and  views  by 
United  Methodists  in  one  locale  with 
those  in  another  is  a  plus  rather  than  a 
minus,”  says  Jean  Yeager,  assistant 
editor  in  charge  of  Conference  editions. 

Why  TM/UMR? 

One  cf  the  secretaries  recently 
suggested  that  it  is  a  burden  to  have  to 
sav  our  entire  name,  “Texas  Methodist, 
United  Methodist  Reporter,”  when  an¬ 
swering  the  phone.  Besides  taking  five 
seconds  to  say,  they’re  out  of  breath 
when  they  finish. 

It  DOES  have  some  handicaps  and  is 
slightly  confusing,  but  our  "dual” 
identity  has  been  more  a  blessing  than  a 
problem  for  the  paper. 

"The  Texas  Methodist”  in  its  present 
form,  began  in  the  1960’s  and  was 
designed  to  fill  a  communications  need 
in  the  annual  conferences  of  Texas:  that 
of  a  short-deadline  newspaper  for  United 
Methodists  that  carried  annual  con¬ 
ference,  state  and  national  Methodist 
news. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  current  decade, 
numerous  conferences  were  considering 
how  to  improve  their  internal  com- 


And  we  provide  ‘extras,’  too! 


“We’d  like  to  use  our  local  church 
edition  for  our  Every  Member  Visitation 
program,”  the  voice  on  the  telephone 
said.  “Could  we  get  our  papers  addressed 
by  your  office  and  sent  in  bulk  to  the 
church  so  that  our  visitation  teams  can 
hand  deliver  them?” 

"Sure!”  we  said,  and  we  did. 

A  week  rarely  goes  by  that  something 
"extra"  isn’t  in  the  production  operation 
Annual  conference  inserts  and  extra 
pages  are  a  standard  way  in  which  the 
newspaper  format  can  be  used  to  ad¬ 
vantage.  Local  editions  frequently  do 
"specials”  to  highlight  anniversaries  or 
special  celebrations. 

During  the  past  3  months,  TM/  UMR 
has  produced  these  special  pages  or 
inserts: 

•  An  insert  was  placed  in  the  Louisiana 
Conference  editions  and  locals  that 
originated  in  the  South  Central 
Jurisdiction  office.  It  explained  various 
jurisdictional  events. 

•  An  extra  page  concerning  Wesley 
College  was  used  in  the  Peninsula 
(Delaware)  Conference  edition. 

•  A  2-page  insert  was  produced  and 
printed  for  the  Holston  (Tennessee) 
Conference.  It  was  air  freighted  to  them 
for  their  “in  conference”  distribution 


•  A  reprint  of  the  “North  Texas 
Methodist”  was  made  for  promotional 
use  by  Perkins  School  of  Theology  in 
Dallas. 

•  The  California-Nevada  conference 
inserted  a  tab  into  their  conference  and 
local  editions  promoting  the  conference 
United  Methodist  Women. 

•  The  Florida  conference  has  a  regular 
monthly  tab  insert  called  “Doorways  To 
Youth  Ministry.” 

•  The  Peninsula  conference  used  an 
extra  page  to  promote  their  missionaries 
to  India. 

•  The  California-Nevada  conference 
used  a  24-page  insert  to  deliver  their 
annual  conference  preliminary  reports  to 
their  conference  members. 

•  Florida  Conference  produced  an 
extra  page  about  their  Conference  School 
of  Christian  Missions. 

The  books  that  were  produced  for  the 
California-Nevada  Conference 
demonstrated  the  wide  variety  of 
capabilities  that  TM/  UMR  Productions 
has.  Currently,  production  time  is 
available  for  catalogues,  brochures  and 
miscellaneous  non-newspaper  produc¬ 
tion  jobs  for  annual  conferences,  local 
churches  and  annual  conference  in- 


Besides  composition  and  printing 
services,  TM/  UMR  regularly  provides 
services  which  act  as  resources  for  the 
annual  conferences  and  local  churches 
TM/  UMR  serves: 

•  Monthly  mailouts  are  produced  and 
sent  to  local  churches  that  contain  hints 
and  how-to’s  for  local  church  editors. 

•  A  different  edition  each  week  is  sent 
free  to  the  church  so  that  local  church 
editors  can  "see  what  someone  else  is 
doing.” 

•  Seasonal  and  general  art  is  provided 
for  local  church  use. 

•  The  TM/  UMR  staff  works  closely 
with  the  post  office  when  delivery 
problems  occur  and  keeps  working  until 
the  problems  are  “ironed  out.” 

•  If  a  local  church  encounters  financial 
problems,  TM/  UMR  works  with  them 
on  money  saving  ideas  and  aids  them  in 
establishing  advertising  campaigns  to 
offset  newspaper  production  costs. 

•  A  yearly  editor’s  seminar  is  held  for 
annual  conference  editors  to  foster  better 
communication  among  them  and  our 
staff  in  order  to  explore  new  ways  in 
which  TM/  UMR  can  be  of  service. 

•  A  photo  bank  which  contains  pictures 
of  prominent  church  figures  is  available 
for  use  by  the  editors  of  all  editions. 


munications.  Nationally,  the  church  had 
no  newspaper  similar  to  TM.  Largely  for 
economic  reasons,  the  Rocky  Mountain 
(Colorado,  Wyoming  and  Utah)  and  New 
Mexico  annual  conferences  voted  in  1970 
to  plug  into  TM’s  existing  conference 
edition  model  on  an  experimental  basis. 

In  both  cases,  it  was  soon  evident  that 
TM  could  serve  these  conferences  as  ade¬ 
quately  as  those  based  in  Texas. 

By  1972,  annual  conferences  as  far 
away  as  Florida,  California,  Minnesota 
and  the  Pacific  Northwest  decided  to 
initiate  editions  of  The  "Texas 
Methodist.” 

During  the  1972  General  Conference, 
TM  published  an  experimental  “national 
edition”  for  persons  who  desired  com¬ 
prehensive  news  and  editorial  coverage 
but  who  did  not  receive  a  TM  regional 
edition.  Over  5,000  subscriptions  were 
sold. 

Following  up  this  successful  ex¬ 
periment,  "The  United  Methodist 
Reporter"  was  created  as  TM’s  regular 
national  edition  late  in  1972.  It  was 
suggested  soon  thereafter  that  con¬ 
ferences  outside  of  Texas  would  find  the 
"United  Methodist  Reporter”  name 
more  appealing  than  the  more  regional 
'  Texas  Methodist’  ’  name.  Creation  of  the 
dual  identity— TM  for  Texas  and  UMR 
for  those  outside  of  Texas—  was  ap¬ 
proved  at  the  fall  1972  board  meeting  and 
represented  the  step  necessary  to  make 
TM/UMR  a  truly  national  publication. 

Technically  speaking,  all  editions  of 
TM/  UMR  use  approximately  the  same 
inside  pages.  Once  each  month,  a  special 
Texas  page  is  now,  along  with  regular 
switchouts  in  other  editions,  is  added  to 
highlight  news  in  specific  areas.  Rather 
than  going  to  the  added  expense  of 
producing  two  sets  of  pages  each  week 
( one  for  TM  readers  and  one  for  UMR 
readers),  it  was  decided  that  the  two  be 
composed  together  —  hence  .TM/  UMR. 

Readers  of  editions  OUTSIDE  of  Texas 
and  New  Mexico  receive  local  and/  or 
conference  editions  of  “The  United 
Methodist  Reporter.”  To  the  folks  who 
had  the  original  vision  and  have  sup¬ 
ported  the  paper  all  through  its  develop¬ 
ment,  we  re  still  “The  Texas  Methodist.” 

When  the  individual  identity  created  by 
the  conference  or  local  church’s  front 
page  is  combined  with  TM/  UMR’s  in¬ 
side  pages,  a  strange  hybrid  often 
results.  A  banner  headline  on  page  1  may 
tell  about  a  youth  car  wash  while  a  story 
on  page  3  might  be  about  a  national 
meeting  of  the  denomination’s  Board  of 
Global  Ministries. 

For  many  of  its  regular  readers,  “The 
Texas  Methodist/  United  Methodist 
Reporter”  is  more  than  the  hybrid  name 
of  a  hybrid  newspaper.  It  is  a  name 
which  denotes  a  new  level  of  flexibility, 
aggressiveness,  service,  thoroughness, 
fairness  and  reader  involvement  among 
church  papers. 

As  the  foregoing  should  indicate,  there 
was  no  master  plan  drawn  up  and  imple¬ 
mented.  Instead,  TM/UMR  today  is  the 
result  of  an  evolutionary  process  that  has 
occurred  step-by-step  as  annual  confer¬ 
ences  and  local  churches  decided  that 
TM/UMR  is  the  print  medium  best  able 
to  serve  their  needs. 

What  does  the  future  hold?  “We  still 
don’t  have  a  blueprint,  “Mr.  Dunnam 
said.  "We’ll  just  try  to  remain  open, 
flexible  and  consistent  with  the  basic 
principles  which  have  brought  us  where 
we  are,  and  let  .the  future  take  care  of 
itself. 


Pasting  up  copy  for  ‘cold  type’  production 

4 Round-the-clock  ’ 
schedules ,  deadlines 


Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam.  III 


TM/UMR 


By  JEAN  YEAGER 
Assistant  Editor.  Conference  Editions 
Someone  once  said  that  newspaper 
production  “is  a  big  ferris  wheel  that 
doesn’t  ever  seem  to  stop.”  For 
TM/  UMR  staff  members,  it  certainly 
seems  true.  If  you’ll  allow  me  to  take  you 
through  one  of  our  ferris  wheel  rides, 
perhaps  you  will  be  able  to  see  an 
overview  of  how  everyone  (conference 
editors,  TM/  UMR  staff  members  and 
local  church  editors)  function  to  produce 
the  many  and  varied  faces  that  are 
TM/  UMR. 

Annual  conference  editions  are 
produced  on  a  Thursday-Friday-Monday 
schedule,  and  local  church  editions  are 
produced  on  a  Monday-Tuesday- 
Wednesday  schedule.  When  we  finish 
with  the  locals  (which  are  mailed 
Wednesday),  we  begin  again  with  the 
NEXT  week’s  conference  editions. 

Each  Monday  and  Tuesday  19  different 
annual  conference  editors  around  the 
country  are  trying  to  complete  their 
week’s  task  of  deciding  what  news  to  put 
on  their  pages.  They  select,  edit,  write 
and  rewrite  the  material  until  they  are 
sure  that  it  will  best  communicate  with 
their  readers. 

By  Wednesday,  most  of  them  mop  their 
brow,  put  their  copy  and  photographs  in 
an  envelope,  and  mail  it  to  our  Dallas 
plant.  As  their  week’s  preparation  is 
ending,  ours  is  just  beginning. 

The  lights  burn  all  night  Monday  and 
Tuesday  at  the  production  facilities  of 
TM/  UMR.  Not  because  we’re  afraid  of 
robbers,  but  because  some  20  “night 
shift”  editorial  and  composition  em¬ 
ployes  are  working  on  136  local  editions. 

By  Wednesday  when  the  “day  shift” 
begins  to  replace  them,  most  of  the 
editions  are  in  the  final  stages  of  printing 
and  many  have  already  been  mailed. 
Within  the  space  of  about  36  hours,  the 
day  and  night  shift  editorial  and  com¬ 
position  employes  have  wrapped  up 
another  week.  Everything  is  dated  for 
Friday  of  that  week,  and  must  be  printed 
and  mailed  to  meet  the  different  mail 
trucks. 

By  Wednesday  when  the  local  editions 
are  safely  on  their  way  and  the 
production  staff  is  taking  a  “breather,” 
Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam,  HI,  and  Judy 
Weidman  are  beginning  to  map  out  the 
next  week’s  inside  pages. 

As  in  any  newspaper,  the  pressure  of 
“the  clock”  affects  most  everyone. 

Even  the  circulation  department  works 


on  a  short  deadline.  All  circulation 
changes  that  are  sent  in  with  local  church 
copy  on  Monday  have  to  be  on  a 
computer  tape  by  Tuesday  so  that  the 
labels  can  be  printed  by  Tuesday  night. 

The  one  portion  of  the  office  that 
doesn’t  follow  this  erratic  schedule  is  the 
business  office.  There,  different 
deadlines  are  met  —  billing,  payroll, 
accounts  payable  run  to  a  different 
timetable  than  the  “news”  side  of  the 
operation.  They  seem  to  “go”  all  the 
time.  William  (Strick)  Strickland,  the 
administrator,  makes  sure  that  the  office 
functions  smoothly  and  is  the  primary 
staff  liaison  person  with  the  printer  and 
mailer. 

Thursday  is  the  day  the  work  begins 
again  on  the  production  side.  Once  the 
copy  arrives  from  the  conference  editors, 

I  prepare  the  copy  for  typesetting.  All 
conference  editions  are  typeset,  proofed, 
“pasted  up”  and  checked  by  Friday,  and 
a  full-page-size  photocopy  proof  is  mailed 
for  delivery  over  the  weekend  to  the 
conference  editor. 

This  “proofing”  method  allows  the 
conference  editor  a  quality  check,  as  well 
as  a  chance  to  add  copy  to  make  his 
edition  more  timely.  Monday  morning 
finds  me  making  calls  to  the  editors  to 
receive  any  corrections  or  adjustments 
The  inside  pages  of  news  and  editorials 
follow  the  same  basic  production  time 
schedule  as  do  the  conference  pages. 
They  are  produced  on  Thursday  and 
Friday.  Late-breaking  stories  are  regu¬ 
larly  received  over  the  weekend  and 
slotted  in  on  Monday  morning  so  that  the 
paper’s  general  news  pages  will  be  as 
current  as  possible. 

The  flow  of  local  editions  begins  on 
Friday.  Churches  in  distant  states  are  on 
a  Monday  mailing  schedule  to  insure 
delivery  on  Friday.  These  go  into 
production  on  Friday  and  Monday. 

During  the  day  Monday,  the  TM/  UMR 
staff  “gears  up”  for  another  week  while 
most  local  churches  prepare  their  copy. 
By  Monday  night  the  flood  of  envelopes 
begins  piling  up  in  our  special  delivery 
mailbox.  Kay  Fielder  and  a  staff  of  five 
prepare  the  local  edition  copy  for 
production. 

By  now,  most  of  the  staff  has  in¬ 
ternalized  the  “do’s”  and  “don’ts"  of 
each  church  edition.  Each  page  is  dif¬ 
ferent  in  its  own  way  and  every  person  on 
the  staff  feels  some  responsibility  to  “do 
it  the  way  the  church  wants  it.” 

Does  it  become  routine?  Hardly. 


This  listing  shows  the  annual  conference  editions— 
with  their  editors  listed  in  parenthesis— and  local 
church  editions.  The  circulation  of  each  edition  is  listed 
on  the  right. 

TEXAS  METHODIST  Annual  Conference  Editions: 

Central  Texas  ( Joyce  Brown)  4600 

North  Texas  ( James  Hares)  5s® 

New  Mexico  (Twila  Roller)  43,5 

Northwest  Texas  (Marvin  Boyd)  41® 

Southwest  Texas  (Sam  Fore)  5421 

Texas  Conference  (Stewart  Clendenin)  19,107 

RioGrande  (in Spanish)  (Abel  M  Gomez)  1087 

United  Methodist  Reporter  Annual  Conference 

9519 
1Z942 
97« 
7106 
9014 
15.144 
4698 
4297 

4087 
7774 
8629 
14.583 


California-Nevada  (David Swope) 

Florida  (Doris  Buhrman) 

Holston  (SamVamell) 

Kansas  East  (Jeanne  Rimes) 

Louisiana  (Cecil  Bland) 

Missouri  (Charles/vtEowen) 

Minnesota  (Beverly  Boche) 

News  Pulse  (Southern  California- Arizona) 
(Raymond  H.  Wilson) 
Peninsula  (Richard  Bailey) 

Rocky  Mountain  (Clarence  Smith) 
Tennessee  Conference  l  Janet  Me  Nish) 
Western  Pennsylvania  (Patricia  Bathurst ) 
LOCAL  EDITIONS 
m  the  California-Nevada  Conference 
Mi  low  Glen,  San  Jose.  California 
First  Church,  Palo  Alta  California 
First  Church.  San  Leandro,  California 
in  the  Central  Texas  Conference 
First,  Arlington 
Arlington  Heights,  ForTWbrth 
Central,  Fort  Worth 
First.  Fort  Worth 
Meadowbrook.  Fort  Worth 
Polytechnic.  Fort  Worth 
Riverside,  Fort  Worth 
St  Andrews.  Fort  Worth 
Wedgwood,  Pgrt  Wom 
western  Hills.  Fort  Worth 
First,  Grapevine 


United  Methodism 


serves 


Judy  Weidman 
Associate  Editor 


William  C.  Strickland 
Administrate r 


1st  Bradenton 
Sky  crest.  Clearwater 
1st  Orlando 
Anona,  Largo 

In  the  Holston  Conference 
1st  Broadstreef.  Kingsport 
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1st.  New  Smyrna  Beacl 
1st  Tampa 
1st  Brooksvilie 
Christ.  Lehigh  Acres 


University,  Lake  Charles.  La 
Asbury,  Lafayette,  La. 

First.  Lake  Charles.  La 
First.  Natchitoches.  La 
First,  Alexandria.  LA 
Trinity,  Ruston.  La. 

First.  De  Rldder.  LA 
MangumMemodal.  Shreveport,  I 
In  The  New  Mexico  Conference 
Trinity,  El  Paso 
First.  Odessa 
First,  Pecos 

First.  Port  ales.  New  Mexico 
In  ttw  North  Texas  Conference 
Casa  UndA  Dallas 
Chapef  Hill.  Dallas 
Cochran  Chapel,  Dallas 
Cockrell  Hill,  Danas 
First.  Dallas 
GienOaxs.  Dallas 
Lake  Highlands.  Dallas 


Lakewood,  Dallas 

313 

Lovers  Lane,  Dallas 

2938 

Monger  Place.  Dallas 

448 

Oak  Cliff.  Dallas 

496 

Oak  Lawn,  Dallas 

1044 

Pleasant  Mound.  Dallas 

521 

Ridgewood  Park,  Dallas 

297 

Southwood,  Dallas 

247 

Sf.  Luke's,  Dallas 

179 

St  Paul's.  Danas 

473 

Schreiber  Memorial.  Dallas 

323 

Tyler  Street,  Dallas 

2115 

University  Park,  Oallas 

1227 

Wesley  Dallas 

492 

White  Rock,  Oallas 

1372 

First.  Carrollton 

444 

Waples  Memorial,  Denison 

520 

First.  Duncanville 

572 

Quails  Chapel.  Ferrts 

1407 

First,  Grand  Prairie 

777 

Kavanaugh,  Greenville 

352 

Wesley.  Greenville 

444 

First.  Irving 

891 

Kirkwood,  Irving 
Plymouth  Park.  Irving 
-adorn  a- Pecan  Gap 
First,  Richardson 
First.  Sherman 
First,  Wichita  Fails 

In  The  Northwest  Texas 

St.  Stephen,  Amarillo 
San  Jacinto.  Amarillo 
First.  Big  Spring 
Wesley.  Big  Spring 
First,  Berger 
First,  Hereford 
Forrest  Heights.  Lubbock 
St.  John's,  Lubbock 
First.  Midland 
St.  Luke"  v  Midland 
First,  Pampa 

In  The  Rocky  Mountain 

First,  Colorado  Springs 
Applewood  valley.  Golden, 
In  The  Ti 

Belmont.  Naehville 


918 

1000 


i  n  The  Southwest  Texas  Conference 

|  St.  John's.  Austin 

450 

1  University,  Austin 

1571 

First,  Brownsville 

542 

First,  Corpus  Chrlstl 

1383 

Sf.  John's,  Corpus  Chrlstl 

542 

First,  Harlingen 

701 

Wesley,  Harlingen 

330 

First,  Kingsville 

583 

I  First,  McAllen 

549 

’  First,  San  Angelo 

905 

Chapel  Hill,  San  Antonio 

38 0 

Laurel  Heights.  San  Antonio 

930 

Travis  Park,  San  Antonio 

1878 

Trinity,  San  Antonio 

457 

Woodlawn,  San  Antonio 

319 

In  the  Southern  California- Arizona 
Conference 

Wayside,  Lomita.  California 

244 

Trinity,  Pomona,  California 

747 
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s  Si  Mason  to  represent 
enuich  at  British  meeting 


L.  Keith  Mason,  Sr.,  M.D.,  an  active 
physician,  surgeon  and  layman  in  the 
United  Methodist  church,  will  be  the  lay 
representative  of  our  church  at  the 
General  Conference  of  the  British 
Methodist  Church  at  the  University  of 
Bristol  June  28-July  5. 

United  Methodism  sends  four  par¬ 
ticipating  delegates  to  the  Conference  in 
Great  Britain  each  time  it  meets.  One  of 
the  delegates  is  a  bishop,  one  is  a  local 
pastor,  one  is  a  layman  and  one  is  a 
laywoman.  The  layman  from  the  USA  is 
Dr.  Mason. 

Dr.  Mason  has  traveled  extensively, 
representing  the  general  church  both  on 


this  side  and  the  other  side  of  the  Iron 
Curtain.  He  has  visited  medical  missions 
of  our  church  in  Central  Africa.  He  is  a 
past  chairman  of  the  Administrative 
Board  of  First  Church,  Shreveport,  and 
formerly  was  charge  lay  leader. 

He  has  been  active  on  the  Conference 
level  in  participating  on  many  boards  of 
trustees  and  other  groups  supporting 
United  Methodist  institutions  in 
Louisiana.  He  was  a  delegate  to  the 
World  Methodist  Council  in  Denver,  and 
has  been  a  lay  speaker  on  many  oc¬ 
casions.  Currently,  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Publications  of  the  church,  with 
a  tenure  that  expires  in  1980. 


Mason 


Proceedings  of  the  Annual 
Conference  session  of  this  past 
week  will  be  covered  in  next 
week’s  issue  of  the  LOUISIANA 
METHODIST.  Space  did  not 
permit  the  printing  of  news  and 
pictures  of  the  May  28-31  session  at 
Centenary  College  in  Shreveport. 


CAINS  HONORED:  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Ralph 
Cain  are  presented  a  gift  of  a  stereo  set  at 
the  Ruston  District  Conference  recently. 
Rev.  Cain,  the  retiring  Ruston  District 
Superintendent,  along  with  Mrs.  Cain  are 
shown  receiving  the  gift  from  Ed  Gulley 
[BACK  TO  CAMERA],  incoming  Ruston 
district  lay  leader.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cain 
will  move  to  New  Orleans  in  June  where 
he  will  assume  the  newly  created  post  of 
Area  Provost.  Among  his  many  duties 
will  be  that  of  the  editorship  of  the 
LOUISIANA  METHODIST. 


VINTON  HONORS:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  A.  Hanna  [LEFT]  and  Miss  Irma  Spillman 
were  honored  by  Vinton  residents  May  19.  The  Hannas  and  Miss  Spillman  are 
retiring  from  their  teaching  positions  at  Vinton  High  School  where  he  is  principal, 
Mrs.  Hanna  teaches  vocal  music  and  Miss  Spillman  is  head  librarian.  All  are  active 
members  of  the  Vinton  church. 

Will  Andress  to  be  Director 
of  Centenary  College  Choir 

Dr.  Will  K.  Andress,  Minister  of  Music 
for  First  church,  Shreveport,  has  been 
named  director  of  the  Centenary  College 
Choir,  replacing  Dr.  William  Ballard, 
who  is  leaving  to  head  the  San  Francisco 
Boys  Choir  in  California. 


Dr.  Andress  will  continue  his  duties  at 
the  church  when  he  takes  over  the 
directorship  of  the  Choir.  The  ap¬ 
pointment  was  approved  by  both  church 
and  college  officials  in  the  belief  that  the 
relationship  would  be  beneficial  to  the 
church  music  program  as  well  as  Cen¬ 
tenary  and  is  effective  immediately. 

Dr.  Andress  is  a  1961  graduate  of 
Centenary  and  was  a  member,  soloist 
and  officer  of  the  choir  during  his  college 
career.  He  was  president  of  the  choir 
during  his  senior  year. 

A  native  of  El  Dorado,  Arkansas,  he 
also  holds  the  B.C.M.  degree  from 
Southern  Seminary,  Louisville,  Ken¬ 
tucky;  the  M.M.  degree  from  East 
Carolina  University,  Greenville,  N.C.; 
and  the  Doctor  of  Music  degree  from 


Florida  State  University,  Tallahassee, 
Florida.  (1971). 

His  teaching  experience  includes  work 
at  East  Carolina  University,  Florida 
State  University  and  East  Texas  Baptist 
College.  He  has  served  as  a  choral 
clinician  and  adjudicator  in  eight  states, 
music  director  for  numerous  church 
conventions  and  conferences,  conductor 
of  four  international  choral  tours,  in¬ 
cluding  three  to  Europe.  A  concert  was 
conducted  for  Pope  Paul  VI,  May  7,  1972 
in  Rome. 

He  has  served  as  tenor  soloist  with 
the  Shreveport  Symphony,  the  Lit¬ 
tle  Rock  orchestra,  the  state  orches¬ 
tra  of  Florida,  Kilgore  Junior  Col¬ 
lege,  the  National  Protestant  Hour, 
State  Department  tour  of  the  Far  East 
and  Radio  City  Music  Hall  in  New  York. 

Dr.  Andress  is  married  to  the  former 
Julia  Ann  Hamiter  of  Shreveport  and 
they  are  the  parents  of  two  children, 
Knox  and  Elizabeth. 


Bishop’s  message 

From  time  to  time  someone  proposes  a  lottery  for  our  State.  While  recently 
visiting  in  Los  Angeles  we  spotted  Ken  Hansen’s  article  in  the  Los  Angeles 
Times  in  which  he  tells  of  the  Police  Chief’s  concern  if  such  a  thing  should  ever 
come  to  pass  in  their  city.  He  said: 

“Police  Chief  Ed  Davis  told  the  Police  Commission  Thursday  he  believes 
organized  crime  will  grip  Los  Angeles  as  it  did  in  the  1930s  if  a  California  state 
lottery  were  to  be  established. 

“Davis  described  the  proposal  by  Assemblyman  Leon  Ralph  (D-Watts)  to  set 
up  a  50-cent-ticket  state  lottery  designed  to  gross  $370  million  annually  as  “one 
of  the  worst  forms  of  regressive  taxation  on  poor  people.’ 

“The  chief  made  his  remarks  as  the  commission  declined  to  endorse  a  Police 
Department  report  asserting  that  a  state  lottery  would  increase  illegal  gam¬ 
bling  and  other  criminal  activity. 

“The  commission  merely  sent  the  report  on  to  the  City  Council  as  a  ‘Police 
Department  staff  report.’’ 

“State  lotteries,  the  department  report  added,  provide  only  ‘minute’  financial 
aid  to  states  and  ‘virtually  no  tax  relief’  and  require  constant  advertising  to 
induce  citizens  who  can  least  afford  it  to  buy  lottery  tickets. 

“Although  New  York  has  no  state  lottery,  the  report  said  that  after  off-track 
betting  was  instituted  in  New  York  City,  illegal  gambling  there  increased  from 
$921  million  to  $1.5  billion  annually. 

“A  climate  to  gamble  was  created,  resulting  in  increased  embezzlements  and 
stock  thefts,  the  report  said. 

“The  report  quoted  a  state  police  official  in  New  Jersey,  which  does  have  a 
state  lottery,  as  saying  that  the  lottery  ‘has  created  a  whole  new  group  of  bet¬ 
tors’  and  that  there  is  ‘no  indication  that  legal  gambling  has  had  any  impact 
whatsoever  on  illegal  gambling.’ 

“New  Hampshire  has  had  a  state  lottery  since  1964,  the  report  said,  but  up  to 
1973  had  raised  only  $17.9  million  for  education  out  of  gross  revenues  of  $41.6 
million. 

And  despite  the  lottery,  school  property  taxes  in  New  Hampshire  continue  to 
rise,  the  report  said. 

‘HistOiically,’  the  report  went  on,  ‘gambling  has  always  fallen  with  greatest 
weight  on  families  with  low  income. 

‘The  “get-something-for-nothing’’  appeal  is  most  luring  to  the  poor  who  can 
least  afford  to  contribute.  The  principal  sufferers  are  members  of  the  gam¬ 
blers’  families.’ 

“In  presenting  the  report  to  the  commission,  Davis  said  the  department  felt 
obliged  to  warn  elected  city  officials  of  the  dangers  from  a  state  lottery. 

‘Gambling  incubates  the  eggs  of  crime,’  he  said. 

“The  chief  said  he  considers  the  state  lottery  proposal  as  ‘the  greatest  threat 
of  the  reimposition  of  organized  crime  in  the  city.’ 

‘It  (organized  crime)  was  here  in  the  1930s,’  he  said.  ‘Today  Los  Angeles  is 
the  only  major  city  free  of  organized  crime.’  ” 

Louisianans  would  do  well  to  ponder  these  words. 

Faithfully 


raiiniuuy, 

Finis  A.  Crutchfield  |  ) 


Louisiana  Conference  appointments 


Alexandria  District 

District  Superintendent:-  ciydo  9.  Clark  S; 
Alexandria,  First,  Harvey  O.  Williamson;  First. 
Associate.  Thomas  B.  Peyton,  HI;  Horseshoe  Drive, 
Jack  S.  Wlnegeart;  Mac  Arthur  Drive.  Roland  K. 
Friedrich;  Newman-St.  Mark.  Nathaniel  P.  Perry; 
Trinity-Pleasant  Grove,  M.  David  Felder;  Wllton- 
Wesley.  Kenneth  M.  Fisher. 

BenUey.  John  F.  Kellogg;  Ball-Clear  Creek- 
Sprlnghlll.  (George  Horn);  Boyce,  Flrst-Lahey 
Chapel-Sleper,  (J.  David  Strozier);  Unlon-Macedonla. 

C.  H.  Green;  Bunkle,  David  Haas  Memorial- 
Evergreen-Whlte's  Chapel.  Donald  J.  Hall;  Wesley- 
Marshall-Slmpson-Unlon.  Robert  S.  Taylor;  Colfax- 
Holllns  Chapel.  Samuel  Percy  Emanuel;  Glenmore. 
First-Fellowship-Forest  Hlll-Melder,  James  W.  Put¬ 
nam;  St.  Marks- Willis  J.  Klng-St.  Paul.  (L.  R.  John¬ 
son). 

Jena-Belah.  G.  Eldred  Blakely;  Jonesvllle,  Jimmie 

D.  Pyles;  Lecompte-Bayou  Chtcot-Cheneyvllle, 
Theodore  J.  Smith;  Marksvllle-Oakgrove-Slmmsport, 
Brady  B.  Forman;  Marthavllle-Beulah-Robellne, 
(George  D.  Anders  Jr.);  Montgomery-Mt.  Zlon- 
AUanta-St.  Maurice.  M.  C.  Cady;  Mt.  ZIon-Emanuel- 
Corlnth-St.  Paul.  (William  Thomas). 

Natchitoches,  Asbury-Wllllams  Chapel-St.  Mark's. 
Richard  H.  Harry;  College  Avenue.  James  Jones; 
First,  Henry  C.  Blount.  Jr.;  Oak  Grove-Camptl.  (T.  Ed¬ 
ward  Boyd,  Jr.);  Olla-Tullos,  Collins  D.  Plnkard; 
Palestlne-Bethel.  C.  Richard  Hoffpaulr;  Plneville, 
First.  Stone  W.  Caraway. 

Pollock-Selma-Llberty  Chapel.  Fred  W.  Campbell; 
Provencal-Weaver,  James  Ryan  Horton,  Jr.;  Rosa- 
Taylor  Chapel-Hasklns  Chapel.  T.B.S.;  Trout-Eden- 
Uranla.  James  W.  Matthews.  Jr.;  Winnfleld-Couley. 
Jack  H.  Mldyett. 

Baton  Rouge  District 

District  Superintendent:  Robert  B.  Crichlow;  Baker, 
Mickey  D.  Strtngfleld. 

Baton  Rouge,  Broadmoor.  Douglas  L.  McGuire; 
Broadmoor.  Associate.  Donald  K.  McDowell;  Cam¬ 
phor.  G.  W.  C.  Calvin;  First,  Dana  Dawson.  Jr.;  First. 
Associate.  James  H.  Humphreys;  First,  Associate. 
Henry  E.  Pickett.  Sr.;  First.  Associate.  J.  Pennington 
Morgan;  Francis  Asbury-Corbln.  Larry  Maddln; 
Hughes  Memorial.  (William  J.  Miller);  Ingleslde. 
Fred  S  Flurry;  Istrouma,  Paul  C.  Carroll;  Jefferson, 
Sale  T.  Lilly;  Jordon  Chapel-LeJeune.  (W.  R. 
Lafayette);  Neely.  Donald  R.  Avery;  North  Baton 
Rouge.  Robert  C.  Carter;  St.  John's,  William  D. 
Peepels;  St.  Luke’s,  (Marshall  C.  Paine);  St.  Mark. 
Robert  Williams;  St.  Paul's.  William  M.  McCutcheon; 
Wesley,  Leonard  L.  Haynes,  Jr.;  William  B.  Relly 
Memorial  University,  Lamar  E.  Smith;  Associate.  C. 
Randal  James;  Wlnboume.  Ned  L.  Stout. 

Belle  Rose.  St.  James,  (L.  A.  Williams);  Bethel- 
Magnolia,  S.  Burl  Dampler;  Blackwater.  William  C. 
Blakely;  Clinton,  Mt.  Zlon-St.  Paul,  (Ameal  D.  Ennis); 
SL  Peter- Moses  Chapel- Jackson  Chapel,  (Adam 
Franklin);  Wall  Memorial-Clear  Creek.  Lester  N. 
Nance;  Concord-New  Hope,  (Jesse  L.  Means,  Jr.); 
Deerford.  (James  Monroe  Wilkes);  Denham  Springs, 
First,  Carey  A.  Martin;  Roberts  Chapel-St.  Luke, 
(Clarence  L.  Hillard). 

Dona  Ids  onvllle.  First.  (E.  Eugene  Kimble);  St. 
Peter,  (Edward  Lewis  Berry);  Grand  River,  (John  R. 
Oldham);  Hartzell-Shlloh.  Willie  H.  Willis ;  Jackson- 
Ethel.  Frank  Blackburn;  Live  Oak,  (W.  Ed  Parks); 
Lottle-Rosedale-New  Roads.  Frank  M.  Stage; 
Napoleonvllle.  Wesley-Woodlawn.  Sidney  Irving;  New 
Roads-St.  Paul,  (Wilbur  G.  Davis,  Sr.);  Norwood, 
Asbury-Mt.  Carmel  Wesley.  (James  A.  Smith); 
Plaque  mine.  First.  Robert  R.  Miller;  Hurst  Chapel-St. 
Luke.  (Roy  Simms);  St.  Frandsvllle-Tunlca.  (Harold 
Babin);  St.  Peter-Green-Wlley,  (Oble  Southall);  Scott 
Chapel.  W.  C.  August;  Slaughter-Bluff  Creek.  Will 
'Flnnln.  Jr.;  Zachary,  Robert  I.  Galatas. 

Hammond  District 

District  Superintendent:  William  P.  Fraser;  Amlte- 
Independence.  John  M.  Lee;  Beech  Grove-Macedonla- 
Andrews.  (Donald  Barrie);  Bogalusa.  Elizabeth 
Sullivan  Memorial.  Joe  W.  McClain;  Elizabeth 
Sullivan  Memorial.  Associate.  James  R.  McLelland; 
Thlrkleld-Harrys  Chapel.  George  W.  Harper;  Car¬ 
penter's  Chapel,  C.  Larry  Maxwell;  Covington.  Angus 
L.  Carruth;  Days-Center-Darllngton.  (A.  Bray 
Sibley);  Faithful.  D.  Dale  Lyons;  Fltzgerald- 
Waldhelm.  Albert  A.  Collins. 

Frankllnton,  Centenary-Fisher,  Beverly  E.  Bond; 
vvinan-Hayes  Chapel.  Louis  L.  Streams,  Jr. ;  Gonzales. 
Joe  C.  Rice;  Greensburg-Wesley  Chapel.  John  H. 
Casey;  Hammond-Tlckfaw,  Byrl  J.  Moreland.  Jr.; 
James  Chapel.  George  Hess;  Kentwood-Mt.  Herman. 
Wm.  Splller  Milton;  LaPlace.  Lasselgne-Lutcher. 
James  L.  Adams;  Nlnde  Chapel-St.  James.  (Dan 
Washington);  Livingston.  (Paul  C.  Singletary); 
Loranger-Coopers  Chapel.  (Paul  L.  Wesley);  Lutcher 
Chnpel-Whltehall  (St.  James).  Carl  T.  Wethers. 


(St.  James),  Carl  T.  Wethers. 

Meadows  Chapel Aew  Rlvef.  fj;  Thomas  Logan); 
Pearl  River -Lacombe,  Lewis  Ovenshire;  Pine  Grove- 
Montpeller,  James  E.  Constable;  Ponchatoula.  First- 
Lees  Landing.  J.  David  Corley;  Wesley  Chapel. 
William  M.  Jacocks;  Slidell,  First.  James  P. 
Woodland;  First,  Associate,  Willis  W.  Dear;  Hartzell 
Mt.  Zlon-Newell.  O.  W.  Christopher;  Springfield,  First- 
Huffs  Chapel-Maurepas,  R.  Larry  Stafford;  SL  James- 
St.  Landry,  (James  C.  Mites). 

Sun-Bush,  Larry  D.  Hardison;  Tallsheek-St.  Tam¬ 
many.  (Ester  L.  Hammond);  Tanglpahoa-PIne  Ridge. 
(William  L.  Proctor);  Varnado-Angle.  (Karl  D. 
Wood);  Walker-Mangum-Friendshlp,  M.  L.  Davis; 
Wesley  Ray-Live  Oak-Marys  Chapel.  (Isaiah  L. 
McCoy). 

Lafayette  District 

District  Superintendent:  Kenneth  G.  McDowell; 
Abbevllle-Pecan  Island.  A.  G.  Taylor;  Baldwin. 
Trinlty-Walmsley,  Roger  Dale  Lathan;  Berwick.  Ted 
H.  Howes;  Charenton.  Godman-Mt.  Zton-Unlon,  (Willie 

B.  Sweat);  Crowley,  First.  Tracy  R.  Arnold; 
Ebenezer-Crowley.  Wesley.  John  E.  Scarf;  Franklin. 
Asbury-Mason-Fltzgerald,  (George  M.  Alfred);  First. 

C.  Robert  McCammon;  Golden  Meadow-Grand  Isle,  J. 
Vernon  Fairley. 

Houma.  First.  A.  Jerome  Cain;  Houma  Helghts- 
Clanton  Chapel,  (Joe  L.  Rountree);  Wesley-Mt. 
Vernon.  Henry  Gage;  Indian  Bayou-Kaplan,  (H.  C. 
Howell);  Jeanerette.  McGowan-Lydla-St.  Martlnvllle, 
(R.  Don  Ross);  St.  Paul-Briggs.  Major  M.  Goldman; 
St.  Peter-Mt.  Zion.  (Walter  Barabin). 

Lafayette,  Asbury,  James  J.  Caraway;  Asbury, 
Associate.  Robert  M.  Bentley;  Davidson  Memorial. 
Gary  L.  Van  Horn;  First.  Jerry  A.  Means;  Ivanhoe.  W. 
Dwight  Ramsey;  Mallalleu-St.  James.  Edgar  D. 
Smith;  Mathews-LaGrange.  B.  Joseph  Martin; 
Melvllle-Palmetto.  Kenneth  Chapman;  Morgan  City, 
Bob  L.  Lawton;  New  Iberia.  Roy  E.  Mouser. 

Opelousas,  Louisiana  Memorial,  Thomas  M.  Lan¬ 
caster;  St.  Mark,  T.  E.  McElroy;  Patterson-Bayou 
Vista,  George  H.  Sherman.  Jr.;  Port  Barre-Krotz 
Springs- Wuxla.  (John  W.  Guyre  LP);  Rayne-Branch, 
(George  A.  McVay);  Scott  Chapel-SL  James-St. 
Joseph-Unlon.  (Oneal  Hardy);  St.  Martlnvllle. 
Mallaliqu.  (Marshall  Wesley);  Thlbodaux.  First- 
Vacharle-GIbson.  Larry  D.  Robertson,-  Calvary- 
Magnolia.  (W.  Taft  Bowie);  Washington,  St.  Mark's- 
St.  Paul.  (Booker  T.  Branch). 

Lake  Charles  District 

District  Superintendent:  J.  Woodrow  Hearn; 
Cameron-Grand  Chenier.  Minns  S.  Robertson;  Church 
Polnt-Maxie,  (Etienne  Broulllette);  DeQulncy.  Byrd 
Lee  Terry;  DeRldder.  First.  W.  Odell  Simmons; 
Wesley-Merryvllle.  T.B.S.;  Ellzabeth-Hopewell-Plne 
Gqove.  (Cecil  C.  Mims);  Elton-Baslfe,  (Lionel  Mar¬ 
cel);  Eunlce-VUle  Platte,  William  I.  Eubanks;  Falr- 
vlew-Sweetlake.  I.  Elmer  Malone. 

Gueydan.  William  M.  Flnnln.  Sr.;  Iowa-Bell  City- 
Hayes.  (John  Sayes);  Jennings.  First.  Eskel  L. 
Tatum;  Trinity,  Robert  B.  Crichlow,  Jr.;  Klnder- 
Oberlln.  C.  Ed  Henkel;  Lake  Arthur.  Raymond  M. 
Crofoot. 

Lake  Charles.  First,  George  F.  Pearce,  Jr.;  First, 
Associate.  James  W.  Allor;  First.  Associate.  Thomas 
A.  Dunbar;  Oak  Park.  L.  Deen  Thompson;  St.  Luke.  H. 
A.  Harrington.  Jr.;  Simpson.  J,  C.  Skinner;  University, 
Kenneth  R.  Reed;  Warren.  Moses  T.  Jackson; 
Leesvllle.  First-Holly  Grove,  Donald  M.  Rlslnger;  Mt. 
Zlon-Macedonla,  (Thomas  R.  Wallace.  Jr.); 
Maplewood.  Tom  O.  Crosby.  Jr.;  Moss  Bluff- 
Broadlands,  Robert  G.  Rowland. 

Oakdale-Plne  Prairie,  Abe  M.  Conerly;  Prospeet- 
Hornbeck.  Charles  Scott;  Raymond-Iota,  Heaton  B. 
Crammer;  Roanoke.  (Homer  V.  Balles);  Sulphur. 
Henning  Memorial,  H.  Warren  Blakeman;  Wesley- 
Hackberry.  Charles  B.  Humphreys;  Vinton,  Robert  E. 
Townsend;  Welsh.  First,  Ira  M.  Robinson;  Jones- 
Mallalleu-Trinlty.  (R,  M.  Harris);  Westlake.  Edwin  H. 
House.  Jr. 

Monroe  District 

District  Superintendent:  Clyde  C.  Frazier,  Jr.; 
Bastrop.  First.  Edwin  J.  Barksdale;  Memorial- 
Beekman.  Conrad  P.  Edwards;  Mt.  Ollve-Washlngton 
Chapel,  (Robert  S.  Murray);  Columbla-Hebert, 
(Claude  M.  Crotwell);  Crew  Lake.  (Pete  J.  Medak); 
Delhi.  William  A.  Haskell;  Epps-Floyd.  Perry  Kent; 
Ferriday.  George  B.  Cunningham;  Gllbert-Boguf 
Prairie.  Bonnie  Ruth  Holley;  Grayson-Kelly,  Richard 
Poss;  Kllboume-Locust  Grove.  Joe  Solomon. 

Lake  Provldecne.  Wallace  P.  Blackwood; 
Mangham-Crowvllle,  W.  W.  Bevlll;  Mer  Rouge- 
Colllnston-Bonne  Idee,  Arby  W.  Coody;  Monroe,  First. 
W.  D.  Boddle;  Memorial.  James  E.  Christie-,  Reveille 
Little  Creek.  Ray  R.  Splller;  St.  James-St.  Paul.  Albert 

E.  Franklin;  St.  Mark's-Oak  Ridge.  L.  Gray  Wilson-, 
St.  Paul's.  James  L.  Stovall;  Southslde.  Lea  Joyner. 


ML  Nebo-Lawson  Chapel,  (Robert  J.  Addison);  Mt. 
alnal-St.  Peter.  (Joe  Brown);  Newellton.  Robert  Lee 
Burgess;  Oak  Grove,  Fred  W.  Schwendimann; 
Pioneer-Forest,  (Don  Richard  Holley.  St.);Rayville- 
Holly  Ridge.  J.  Taylor  Wall;  SL  Andrew 's- 
Barthoiomew.  Isaac  A.  Patton.  Jr.;  SL  Joseph- Wesley, 
A.  D.  St.  Amant.  Jr. 

Sicily  Island-Harrlsonburg.  James  E.  Hodges; 
Tallulah.  George  D.  York;  Vldalla.  Robert  W. 
Bengston.  Waterproof-Clayton.  (C.  A.  Jordan);  West 
Monroe.  Brownvllle-Woodlawn,  (William  G.  Stegall); 
Claiborne- Wilhite.  Terral  T.  Lowe;  First,  Robert  L. 
Peyton,  McGuire.  John  H.  Sewell;  Walnut  Grove, 
(William  G.  Davis);  Wlnnsboro-Unlon.  Glendon  R. 
Messer;  Wlsner-Baskln.  S.  Alvin  Mayo. 


New  Orleans  District 


District  Superintendent:  Robert  F.  Harrington. 
New  Orleans:  Algiers.  First.  Louis  F.  Roos;  St. 
Matthew.  Nathan  Daniels.  Jr.;  Asbury-Ray  Avenue. 
(Noel  Gaines);  Aurora.  Henry  A.  Rickey;  Belle 
Chasse-New  Hope,  Arthur  M.  Baker;  Bethany.  William 
L.  Jones;  Boynton.  (Bernard  R.  Smith);  Brooks, 
Henry  L.  Stewart;  Carrollton,  J.  Pierce  McKelthen; 
Elyslan  Flelds-John  Wesley,  Tommy  R.  Bergeron,  Sr.; 
First,  George  W.  Ross;  First  StreeL  Alfred  L.  Norris. 
Sr.;  Gentllly.  John  M.  Winn.  Jr.;  Gentllly,  Associate. 
Carole  C.  Winn. 

Grace,  Jeffery  C.  Blbbons;  Gretna.  George  W. 
Harbuck;  Spanlsh-American  Ministry.  Felicity, 
Melvin  Ray  Holt;  Hartzell.  James  W.  Wilson;  Haven. 
Leslie  P.  Norris ;  Jefferson.  Douglas  L.  Davis ;  Kenner. 
First.  George  A.  Duerson;  Ross-Thomas.  (Henry  J- 
Rhyan). 

LaHarpe.  Andrew  J.  Douglas;  Lake  Vista,  Donlce  W. 
Alverson;  Melalrie-SL  John,  Richard  C.  Hebert; 
Mount  Zion.  Samuel  W.  Walker.  Sr.;  Munholland 
Memorial,  Robert  H.  Jamieson;  Munholland 
Memorial.  Associate.  Kent  A.  Kllbourne;  Napoleon 
Avenue.  Calvin  O.  Lapuyade;  Parker  Memorial. 
Albert  S.  Hurley;  Peck.  Nathaniel  P.  Williams; 
Peoples.  William  R.  London.  Jr. 

Philip's  Memorial.  Max  R.  Butler;  Rayne 
Memorial.  John  A.  Bayllss;  Rayne  Memorial. 
Associate.  Charles  L.  Floyd.  Jr.;  SL  Andrew's,  Roy  L. 
Garrett;  St.  Bemard-Arabl.  James  O.  Evans;  SL 
James.  Jack  David  Armold;  St.  Luke's.  Fred  O. 
Shirley;  St.  Mark’s.  Edward  A.  Kennedy.  Jr.;  St. 
Matthew's.  William  F.  Mayo;  Associate.  Steve 
Carraway;  St.  Paul.  Richard  R.  Meek. 

St.  Philip,  (Burnell  Bell);  Second.  Cleveland  B. 
Herr.  Jr.;  Shaw  Temple.  (Thomas  A.  Hoover  Jr.); 
Thompson.  (Louis  Augustine.  Jr.);  Trinity.  (James  S. 
.Davidson);  Wesley,  (Eddie  Carter);  Williams.  Roger 
J.  Transpers. 

Buras.  Trinity,  (Robert  C.  Eaker);  Lullng.  Gilbert 
H.  Wade.  Jr.  _  , 

Ruston  District 


District  Superintendent:  Edward  R.  Thomas; 
Ansley.  William  M.  Stokes.  Jr.;  Arcadla-Mt.  Mariah. 
Douglas  T.  W.lllams  Sr.;  Athens-Cross  Roads.  P. 
Culllgan;  Bernlce-Beech  Grove-Summer  field.  J. 
Roddy  Taylor;  Blenville-MUl  Creek-Strange.  Douglas 
Foreman;  Calhoun-Beulah-Indlan  Village.  Alton  M. 
Brown;  Chatham-Zoar-Clay.  (Walter  L.  Gilbert); 
Choudrant-Douglas,  Otis  W.  Spinks;  Cotton  Valley- 
Pleasant  Valley.  (Flnas  P.  Corie);  Downsvllle-Bethel- 
Mt.  Nebo.  Clyde  W.  Averett;  Doyllne-Slbley.  Lynn  W. 
Merrill;  Dubach-HUly.  (R.  Roy  Grant);  Eros.  James 
E.  Wilson. 

Farmervtlle-Blrd's  Chapel.  Leon  C.  Scott;  Glbsland- 
Oak  Grove,  (Steven  M.  Spurlock  St.);  Harmony 
Chapel-Llsbon-Arlzona,  Terry  C.  Lowe;  Haynesvllle- 
Shongaloo.  Lael  S.  Jones ;  Heflln-Brushwood.  (W.  Paul 
Cassels);  Hodge-Dodson-New  Hope.  Christopher 
Andrews;  Homer-Wesley  Chapel.  Cleburne  W.  Quald; 
Jonesboro.  Daniel  W.  TohUne;  Marion-Huttlg.  Joe  H. 
Robinson;  Mlnden,  First.  Kliby  A.  Vlnlng;  First. 
Associate.  B.  Paul  Durbin;  Lakevlew-Mclntyre. 
Leland  D.  Wade;  Pilgrim's  Rest,  (W.  C.  Moore);  Pine 
Grove-Bethlehem-Evergreen.  (Jimmie  F.  Jones). 

Qultman-Falth.  William  A.  Rowell.  Jr.;  Ringgold- 
Castor-Grand  Bayou.  Terry  C.  Willis ;  Ruston,  Trinity, 
Merlin  W.  Merrill;  Trinity.  Associate.  Malcolm  E. 
Flnnell;  Grace- Wesley  Chapel.  W.  O.  Lynch.  Jr* 
Slmsboro-Salem-Antloch,  Alvin  Swindell  Hodges  Jr.; 
Springhlll-Sarepta.  George  W.  Harkins. 

Ruston  Greater  Circuit,  Antioch,  J.  E.  Hearn;  Center 
PolnL  Tillman  A.  Brown;  Concord.  (V.  Leo  West¬ 
brook);  Frantom  Chapel.  T.B.S.;  Sanders  Chapel.  (L. 
Grafton  Shaw);  Whltehall-Colqultt,  (J.  Jay  Caraway 
SL). 

Shreveport  District 

District  Superintendent:  Carl  F.  Lueg;  Benton. 
Clarence  B.  Krumnow;  Blanchard-Belcher.  L.  W. 
Taylor;  Bossier  City,  Barksdale.  JohnR.  Johns;  First. 
Kenneth  G.  Rorle;  St.  Stephen's-Hall  Summit.  DeWItt 
M.  Glnn;  Bradford.  (W.  C.  Moore);  Coushatta-Wesley 
Chapel.  Reuel  H.  Allen;  Cross  Roads.  (Thomas  H. 


Rowe);  Falrvlew -McDonald.  (Oscar  E.  Player). 

Greenwood -Bethany,  Llllard  R.  Bevlll ;  Haughton- 
Love  Chapel.  John  J.  Rasmussen.  Jr.;  Holly  Springs, 
James  Andlng;  Hosston-Gllliam-Ida.  Paul  W.  Carter; 
James  Chapel-St.  Matthew-Pleasant  Valley.  (Allen 
Edgar  Myers);  Keatchie-Shlloh.  (Robert  F.  DeBusk. 
Jr.);  Logansport-Bethel.  Lawson  G.  Lee;  Longstreet, 
Robert  Ed  Taylor;  Mansfield-Grand  Cane,  Edward  O. 
Pickens;  Many-Bayou  Scle.  William  V.  Slrman; 
Mooringspart-OU  City.  (Daniel  M.  Grove  Jr.);  Mt. 
Zlon-Bonchest.  William  Tate. 

Plain  Dealing-Walker’s  Chapel.  (Leo  L.  Beck); 
Pleasant  Hlll-MItchell-PeUcan.  John  E.  Dilworth; 
Vlvlan-Rodessa.  Louis  M.  Coppage.  Jr. 

Shreveport.  Broadmoor.  Jack  Cooke;  Broadmoor, 
Associate,  Louis  G.  Blankenbaker;  Broadmoor. 
Associate.  James  E.  Fookes,  Caddo  Helghts- 
Kelthvtlle.  Rupert  D.  Coles;  Cedar  Grove-Wesley, 
Robert  L.  Potter;  Christ.  Hugh  L.  Baker;  Falrfleld- 
Jewella.  Howard  L.  Milo;  First,  D.  L.  Dykes,  Jr.; 
First.  Associate,  James  W.  Moore;  FlrsL  Associate. 
David  R.  Dykes;  First,  Associate.  (David  Stone). 

Johnson-Mt.  Zion-New  LlghL  (Lee  C.  Jennings); 
Lakevlew,  William  E.  Nolan;  Mangum,  J.  Henry 
Bowdon.  Jr.;  Mornlngslde-Stonewall,  Garland  C. 
Dean.  Jr.;  Noel.  Benedict  A.  Galloway;  Noel, 
Associate.  (J.  Albert  Trickett) ;  Noel.  Associate,  Lorris 
M.  Wimberly.  Jr.;  North  Highlands.  Lonnie  M.  Sibley; 
Round  Grove,  (A.L.M.  Moch);  Providence,  Carla 
Sneed;  St.  James.  J.  D.  V.  Hamilton.  Jr. 

St.  Luke’s.  James  M.  Poole;  St.  Paul.  Abraham  E. 
Davis;  Summer  Grove.  Robert  E.  Carter;  Trlnlty- 
Ellerbe  Road.  (Thomas  A.  Wilson);  Wynn,  (Harold  W. 
Longfellow). 

Wesley -Shady  Grove,  George  L.  Thomas;  Zwolle- 
Converse-Noble,  (H.  Austin  Smith). 

Special  Appointments 

(District  Abbreviations:  A-Alexandriai  BR-Baton 
Rouge;  H-Hammondi  L-Lafayette;  LC-Lake  Charles i 
M-Monroe;  NO-New  Orleans;  R-Ruston;  S- 
Shreveport) 

Area  Provost,  NO,  -W.  Ralph  Cain. 

Annual  Conference  Council  Co-Director.  S,  +L.  Ray 
Branton. 

Annual  Conference  Council  Co-Director.  S,  +J. 
Woodrow  Hearn. 

Youth  Coordinator.  General  Board  of  Dlsclpleshlp,  S. 
Nashville.  Tennessee.  -  -  Donald  Charles  Cottrtll. 

Superintendent.  Methodist  Home  Hospital,  NO. 

4  Richard  E.  Walton. 

Superintendent.  People's  Community  Center  and 
Director  of  New  Orleans  Metropolitan  Ministries.  NO. 

+  William  R.  London.  Jr. 

Administrator.  Lafon  Protestant  Home.  NO, 

4  +  Alfred  Poller. 

Program  Director.  Methodist  Hospital.  New 
Orleans.  NO.  4  John  B.  Koelemay. 

Vice-President.  Personnel  and  Public  Relations.  The 
Methodist  Publishing  House.  NO.  +  -*-W.  T.  Handy.  Jr. 

Conference  Treasurer  and  Executive  Secretary. 
Board  of  Pensions.  S,  +R.  Leonard  Cooke. 

Director,  Hughes  Memorial  Center,  Baton  Rouge. 
BR.  *  (William  J.  Miller). 

Director,  Metropolitan  Ministries.  Shreveport,  S, 
+  James  A.  Graham. 

Professor  and  Chairman.  Department  of  Religion. 
Centenary  College,  S,  +  4  Webb  D.  Pomeroy. 

Professor  and  Chairman.  Department  of  Sociology. 
Centenary  College.  S.  +  +W.  Ferrell  Pledger. 

Associate  Professor  of  Religion  and  Chaplain, 
Centenary  College.  S,  -  -  Robert  E.  Taylor. 

Associate  Professor  of  History,  Centenary  College. 
S.  4  -  Alton  O.  Hancock. 

Vice-President.  Centenary  College.  S.  -  -  Grayson 
B.  Watson. 

Associate  Professor  of  Philosophy.  Southern 
Methodist  University.  NO.  ++  Benjamin  A.  Petty. 

Associate  Professor  and  Assistant  Vice-President. 
Rehabilitation  and  Student  Affairs,  Delgado  College. 
NO.  -  *  Edward  A.  Kennedy.  Jr. 

Chaplain.  Morehouse  College.  Atlanta.  NO. 
-  -  Wlddle  Clifton  Gordon. 

Associate  Professor  of  Teaching  Ministries.  Dlff 
School  of  Theology.  NO.  -  -  Clarence  H.  Snelllng.  Jr. 

Professor  of  Social  Ethics.  Candler  School  of 
Theology.  NO.  -  -  Theodore  R.  Weber. 

Professor  of  Art.  Georgia  State  College.  NO. 
«-  -  James  A.  McLean. 

Associate  Professor  of  Sociology,  William  Carey 
College.  BR.  -  -T.  Wayne  Perrott. 

Chaplain.  South  Carolina  Department  of  Youth 
Services.  L,  +  4  -Howard  D.  Ellzey. 

Chaplain.  Methodist  Children's  Home.  Ruston.  R. 
4  4  Douglas  T.  Williams  Jr. 

Assistant  Professor  of  Sociology.  Southeastern 
Louisiana  University,  H,  +  -George  M.  Hess. 
Assistant  Professor  In  Religion.  Curry  College. 


Milton.  Mass..  NO.  ++W,  Russell  Pregeant. 

App rov ed 'Evangelist .  NO.  -  »  -  Tyoyd  AVForeman. 
Chaplain.  Church  Coordinator  and  Executive,  Great 
Western  Council.  Boy  Scouts  of  America.  Van  Nuys, 
California.  M.  +  4-  4- Maurice  D.  Fulkerson. 

Executive  Director,  Church  Community  Service. 
Colorado  Council  of  Churches.  NO.  4-  W.  Spencer  Wren. 

Coordinator.  Child  and  Adolescent  Mental  Health 
Services  of  Dallas  County  MH-MR  Center,  NO. 
4  4  4- Joe  E.  Fogle. 

Director  of  Housing  and  Services,  Volunteers  of 
America.  Fort  Worth.  Texas.  L,  4- 4- 4- Robert  A. 
Shirley. 

Evaluator-Teacher.  Comal  Independent  School 
District,  New  Braunfels.  Texas.  A,  4-  4-  Robert  L. 
Tatum. 

Pastor,  American  Church.  Brussels.  Belgium.  NO. 
4  4  Darrell  Eugene  Mount. 

Chairman.  Music  Dept..  Bethel  College.  McKenzie. 
Tenn.,  A.  4-  +  Franklin  P.  Poole. 

Teacher  of  Music,  Mammoth -San  Manuel  Public 
Schools.  Tucson,  Arizona.  LC.  +  -Charles  E.  Flke. 

Interne.  Ecumenical  Institute.  Chicago.  Ill..  NO, 
4- +  John  F.  Bartnger. 

Interne,  Ecumenical  Institute,  Chicago.  Ill.,  M. 
4- 4  George  R.  Holcombe. 

Interne.  Ecumenical  Institute.  Chicago.  HI..  LC. 
4- 4  Joseph  R.  Thomas. 

Interne,  Ecumenical  Institute.  Chicago.  Ill..  BR. 
+  4  Walter  L.  Baker. 

Disability  Leave 

Luman  E.  Douglas.  BR;  Johnny  Hollingsworth.  S; 
John  F.  Kellogg.  A;  Frederick  Anthony  Mead.  R; 
Lewis  E.  Mllem.  A;  Clyde  T.  Shaw.  A;  William  B. 
Shaw.  R;  J.  C.  Wallace.  BR. 

Supernumerary  Ministers 

Charles  P.  Strang,  BR. 

Wesley  Foundation  Directors 

Louisiana  Tech  University,  Ruston.  William  M. 
Stokes.  Jr. 

The  Uniting  Campus  Ministry  at  Louisiana  State 
University,  Baton  Rouge.  William  M.  Flnnln,  Jr. 

McNeese  State  University.  Lake  Charles.  Robert  E 
Townsend. 

Northeast  Louisiana  State  University.  Monroe. 
James  E.  Wilson. 

Northwestern  Louisiana  University.  Natchitoches. 
James  W.  Jones. 

Southeastern  Louisiana  University.  Hammond. 
William  M.  Jacocks. 

Southern  University,  Baton  Rouge.  Freddie  R. 
Henderson. 

United  Methodist  Ministries  In  Higher  Education: 
Tulane-Newcamb  and  Dillard  University.  Roy  B. 
Nash. 

University  of  Southwestern  Louisiana,  Lafayette.  W. 
Dwight  Ramsey. 

United  Methodist  Ministries  In  Higher  EducaUon: 
University  of  New  Orleans,  Southern  University.  New 
Orleans,  and  Delgado  College.  Clarence  G.  Fuller.  Jr. 

Part-Time  Wesley 
Foundation  Directors 

Louisiana  State  University  —  Alexandria.  Theodore 
J.  Smith. 

Louisiana  State  University  —  Eunice.  William  I. 
Eubanks. 

Louisiana  State  University  —  Southern  University. 
Shreveport.  James  M.  Poole. 

Nichols  State  University  —  Thlbodaux.  Larry  D. 
Robertson. 

(All  Wesley  Foundation  Directors  with  Annuity.) 

Military  Chaplains 

U.S.  Air  Force,  A.  Oakley  E.  Edwards. 

U.S.  Air  Force.  L.  Luclen  E.  Larche.  Jr. 

U.S.  Army,  M.  Forest  N.  Blount. 

U.S.  Arnry,  R.  Paul  G.  Durbin. 

U.S.  Navy.  L.  William  G.  Willson. 

Veterans  Administration,  BR.  Thomas  M. 
Bablngton,  III. 

Veterans  Administration,  S,  Floyd  M.  Durham. 
U.S.  Army.  H.  Willie  Lee  Henry. 

(All  Military  Chaplains  without  Annuity.) 

Hospital  Chaplains 

Central  Louisiana  State  Hospital,  Plneville.  A, 
Roland  K.  Friedrich. 

Glenwood  Hospital.  West  Monroe.  M.  -Donald  E. 
•Wlnelnger. 

Protestant  Chaplain.  East  Louisiana  State  Hospital. 
Jackson.  BR.  -  4  4  Walter  C.  Worthy. 

State  Institutions 

Protestant  Chaplain,  Louisiana  State  Penitentiary, 
Angola.  BR.  Bertrand  Griffin. 


Missionaries 

Korea.  H.  Jaroef  W.  SpftskeJt;  India.  H.  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
James  E.  McClendon;  Liberia.  L.  DareUia  Brown. 


Deaconesses 

Belle  Chasse  State  School.  NO.  Evelyn  Murphree; 
Pending.  LC.  Norma  Garllngton. 

Appointed  To  Attend  School 

ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT  — 

None 

BATON  ROUGE  DISTRICT 
St.  Paul  School  of  Theology,  Maurice  K.  Major; 
Louisiana  State  University.  G.  Larry  Maxwell ; 
Louisiana  State  University.  Ranald  G.  Ramke. 
HAMMOND  DISTRICT 

Boston  University  School  of  Theology,  S.  Michael 
Calmes;  Perkins  School  of  Theology.  Kenneth  M. 
Carroll;  Candler  School  of  Theology.  Chare  Is  B. 
Simmons;  Perkins  School  of  Theology,  John  N. 
Williams;  Perkins  School  of  Theology.  Marie  P. 
Williams. 

LAFAYETTE  DISTRICT 

Asbury  Theological  Seminary.  Louis  P.  Chris  man; 
Gammon  Theological  Seminary.  Russell  L.  Jones; 
Howard  Unlveslty  School  of  Religion,  Robert  Anderson 
Walmsley. 

LAKE  CHARLES  DISTRSICT 
Perkins  School  of  Theology.  James  A.  Richardson 
Jr. 

MONROE  DISTRSICT 

New  Orleans  Baptist  Seminary.  Jack  David  Arnold; 
Asbury  Theological  Seminary.  Ronald  Lee  Ball; 
United  Theological  Seminary.  Dorothy  Mae 
McGowen;  Asbury  Theological  Seminary.  John 
Howard  Sewell. 

NEW  ORLEANS  DISTRICT 
Boston  University  School  of  Theology.  Harvey 
Delery  Sr.;  Gammon  The  logical  Seminary.  Alonzo 
James  Campbell;  Candler  School  of  Theology.  Emile 
Ennis;  Duke  Divinity  School.  Wayne  Evans;  New 
Orleans  Baptist  Seminary.  Larry  Hardison. 

RUSTON  DISTRICT 

Perkins  School  of  Theology.  James  D.  Hengstenberg. 
SHREVEPORT  DISTRICT 
Perkins  School  of  Theology.  Douglas  Cain;  North 
Texas  State  College.  Joseph  F.  Carlisle;  St.  Paul 
School  of  Theology.  Randall  W.  Gammlll;  Candler 
Randall  Keith  Nichols;  Perkins  School  of  Theology. 
David  B.  Peabody;  Candler  School  of  Theology.  Paul 
Leg  rone  Stephens;  Perkins  School  of  Theology.  David 
George  Trickett;  Candler  School  of  Theology.  John 
Richard  Welch. 

-With  Annuity 

4  -  With  Annuity  on  InsUtuUon 
444  Without  Annuity 

Transferred  In 

W.  Dwight  Ramsey,  elder  In  full  connection,  from 
Southwest  Texas  Conference. 

Denver  Dale  Lyons,  elder  In  full  connection,  from 
Mississippi  Conference. 

George  W.  Harper,  elder  In  full  connection,  from 
Oklahoma  Conference. 

Lawson  Gerald  Lee.  elder  In  full  connection,  from 
Oklahoma  Conference. 

Larry  Maddln.  elder  In  full  connection,  from  South¬ 
west  Texas  Conference. 

Alton  M.  Brown,  elder  In  full  connection,  from 
Kentucky  Conference. 

Richard  Poss.  associate  member,  from  the  Little 
Rock  Conference. 

Transferred  Out 

Stanley  Bolds,  elder  In  full  connection,  to  Eastern 
Pennsylvania  Conference. 

Frederic  R.  Kellogg,  elder  In  full  connection,  to 
Holston  Conference. 

Larry  Nolan  Ramsey,  deacon  on  probation,  to  New 
Mexico  Conference. 

John  Lynn  Vlnlng.  deacon  an  probation,  to  South 
Georgia  Conference. 

Ranald  James  Greer,  deacon  on  probation,  to  North 
Georgia  Conference. 

Walter  Matthew  Clarke,  elder  In  full  connection,  to 
Northern  New  Jersey  Conference. 

John  Dixon  Bell,  elder  In  full  connection,  to  North 
Mississippi  Conference. 

James  Edward  Reaves,  elder  In  full  connection,  to 
North  Texas  Conference. 

Les  P.  Thompson,  elder  In  full  ccnnnectton,  to 
Oklahoma  Conference. 

Robert  Peterson,  associate  member,  to  New  Mexico 
Conference. 
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Discussion  of  UMC’s  mission  stance  continues 


The  EMC  about  which  Bishop 
Joshi  writes  does  not  exist 


By  CHARLES  R.  BRITT 
Auburn,  Alabama 

The  Evangelical  Missions  Council 
about  which  Bishop  Joshi  writes  (May  17, 
1974)  is  an  alien  creature.  It  is  definitely 
not  The  Evangelical  Missions  Council 
(EMC)  of  which  Dr.  David  Seamands  is 
Chairman  and  I  a  member  of  The 
Executive  Committee.  As  a  former 
missionary  who  rejoices  in  the  amazing 
and  rapid  movement  of  the  church  for¬ 
merly  served  overseas  (Liberia),  I  would 
not  participate  in  a  movement  marked 
by  the  Western  domination  Bishop  Joshi 
thinks  he  sees  in  The  Evangelical 
Missions  Council.  That  would  be  a 
betrayal  of  what  Daniel  Fleming,  A.  W. 
Wasson,  and  Mable  K.  Howell  taught  at 
Scarritt  College  35  years  ago! 

Bishop  Joshi  uses  phrases  such  as 
“rival  Board  of  Missions,"  “attempt  to 
alienate  missionaries  from  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,”  “trying  to  turn  the 
clock  back  and  revert  to  traditional 
structures  of  western  missions,"  etc.  It  is 
obvious  to  me  that  either  Bishop  Joshi 
has  not  read  the  various  papers,  etc., 
produced  by  EMC  or  he  has  completely 
misunderstood  what  we  of  EMC  are 
saying  and  attempting.  Or  could  he  be 
simply  misinformed? 

Bishop  Joshi  perpetuates  the  un¬ 
derstandable  but  totally  inaccurate 
confusion  of  identity  between  “Good 
News"  (A  Forum  of  Scriptural 
Christianity)  and  The  Evangelical 
Missions  Council.  Elsewhere  in  sum¬ 
mary  of  the  organization  of  EMC  I  have 
summarized  that  relationship  in  these 
words:  “We  affirmed  our  separateness 
from,  independence  of,  but  gratitude  to 
“Good  News."  Five  of  the  members  of 
The  Executive  Committee  of  The 
Evangelical  Missions  Council  are  not 
officially  members  of  “Good  News.” 
However,  I  might  add  that  we  of  The 
Evangelical  Missions  Council  are 
ecumenical!  Our  ecumenicity  does  not, 
however,  just  extend  from  United 


Methodism  out  toward  qther  mainline 
Protestant  denominations,  The  Roman 
Catholic  and  Orthodox  Church,  but  ex¬ 
tends  also  toward  such  agencies  as  Sudan 
Interior  Missions,  Christian  and 
Missionary  Alliance,  Wycliffe  Bible 
Translators,  etc.  For  us  ecumenicity 
means  the  whole  Christian  movement 
not  just  selected  pro-World  Council,  pro- 
National  Council  groups! 

Bishop  Joshi  is  a  bishop  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church.  Therefore,  he  is  (or  so 
his  article  communicates  to  me)  rightly 
zealous  for  the  maturity  and  the 
prerogatives  of  the  church  overseas.  I  do 
not  know  a  single  participant  in  The 
Evangelical  Mission  Council  who  would 
have  this  otherwise.  We  do,  however,  feel 
that  we  have  a  right,  and  a  call  from 
God,  to  continue  lifelong  concerns  for 
missionary  service  and  for  missional 
existence  that  sees  personal  conversion 
to  Christ  Jesus  as  Lord  and  Savior, 
baptism  and  inclusion  in  the  membership 
of  the  visible  Church  of  Jesus  Christ, 
development  of  congregational  life 
marked  by  prayer,  worship,  the 
Sacraments,  Bible  study,  and  service,  as 
emphases  eminently  worthy  of  priority  in 
the  overseas  ministries  of  The  World 
Division  of  The  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  as  well  as  in  the  life  of  the  USA 
church,  etc.  The  good  bishop  would  not 
quarrel  with  these  emphases. 

I  am  grateful  for  the  final  paragraph  of 
Bishop  Joshi ’s  article.  Once  one  gets  past 
the  two  errors  of  misindentification 
and  presumed  call  for  a  “rival  Missions 
Council,"  his  suggestion  for  continuing 
dialogue  is  precisely  what  Evangelical 
Missions  Council  envisions.  Surely  the 
three  agencies  Bishop  Joshi  selects  for 
this  continuing  dialogue  have  only  one 
supreme  motivation:  that  all  of  us  be  as 
instruments  in  the  hands  of  Jesus  Christ 
for  the  healing  of  a  world  that  is 
ultimately  not  “ours"  or  “theirs”  but 
His. 


Primary  and  secondary  concerns 


With  all  our  manifold  temporal  and 
churchly  concerns,  how  easy  it  is  for  us  to 
become  preoccupied  with  what  is 
secondary  and  forget  what  is  primary. 

Inflation,  professional  responsibilities, 
family  responsibilities,  political 
loyalties,  personal  needs,  the  physical 
and  emotional  needs  of  others  -  each 
important  in  its  own  right  -  press  against 
us  and  compete  for  our  attention.  The 
demands  on  our  time  and  energy  often 
exceed  the  supply.  In  such  cir¬ 
cumstances,  we  feel  more  weariness  and 
anguish  than  joy  and  purpose  in  life. 

How  good  it  is  amid  such  cir¬ 
cumstances  to  be  confronted  by  the 
reminder  “You  are  not  alone.” 

How  tragic  it  is  that  we,  as 
sophisticated  citizens  of  a  secular 
society,  so  seldom  reflect  on  that  tran¬ 
scendent  reality  about  which  a  lyricist 
once  wrote: 

Could  we  with  ink  the  ocean  fill. 

And  were  the  skies  of  parchment  made. 
Were  every  stalk  on  earth  a  quill. 

And  every  man  a  scribe  by  trade 


To  write  the  love  of  God  above 
Would  drain  the  ocean  dry; 

Nor  could  the  scroll  contain  the  whole, 
Though  stretched  from  sky  to  sky. 

Before  and  after  our  preoccupation 
with  secondary  concerns,  there  stands 
the  love  of  God.  God  bids  us  to  accept  the 
reality  jt>f  His  love  and  to  reflect  that 
reality  in  our  daily  existence  in  the 
world. 

How  different  one’s  view  is  of  inflation, 
professional  responsibilities,  in¬ 
stitutional  responsibilities,  political 
loyalties,  personal  needs,  and  the 
physical  and  emotional  needs  of  others 
when  each  is  confronted  in  grateful 
response  to  the  love  of  God  through  Jesus 
Christ.  How  strangely  human  it  is  that 
even  committed  Christians  need  to  be 
reminded  that  the  difference  between  a 
joyless  existence  and  abundant  life  is 
determined  by  whether  we  choose  to  go  it 
alone  or  with  the  strength  which  comes 
from  a  living  relationship  with  a  loving 
God. 


Thanks  for  the  time 


During  an  interview  in  his  hotel  room, 
Duke  Ellington,  aged  70,  was  brought  his 
steak  dinner.  He  bowed  his  head  and 
murmured  a  few  words.  Upon  raising  his 
eyes,  he  said  to  the  interviewer,  Hal 
Boyle,  “When  vou  say  the  grace,  you’re 
not  thanking  -  d  for  the  food  .  .  .  you’re 
thanking  Him  for  the  time.” 

Time  was  important  to  “the  Duke,"  as 
he  was  known  by  friends  and  admirers. 
When  asked  how  much  time  he  would  like 
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to  have,  Duke  Ellington  replied,  “It 
would  be  hard  to  ask  Him  for  time 
without  a  good  reason  .  .  .  time  isn’t  just 
for  free.  You  should  do  something  with 
it.” 

As  the  world  mourns  the  death  of  a 
great  man,  little  has  been  left  unsaid  in 
praise  of  the  musical  legacy  he  has  left. 
Christians  have  special  reason  to  pay 
tribute  to  the  Duke,  for  among  his  works 
are  three  profoundly  moving  Sacred 
Concerts. 

On  the  day  after  his  74th  birthday, 
Duke  Ellington  said  to  Dr.  Austin 
Lovelace,  Minister  of  Music  at  Lovers 
Lane  United  Methodist  Church  in  Dallas, 
where  his  Second  Sacred  Concert  had 
just  been  performed,  that  he  expected  to 
be  remembered  chiefly  for  his  sacred 
music.  The  Duke  also  said  that  he  still 
had  something  to  say  about  prayer  and 
love. 

That  new  statement  was  his  Third 
Sacred  Concert,  composed  during  his 
74th  year  and  premiering  in  West¬ 
minster  Abbey  to  honor  the  25th  an¬ 
niversary  of  the  United  Nations  only 
months  before  his  death.  One  refrain 
from  this  concert  representative  of  its 
theme  states,  “Every  man  prays  in  his 
own  language,  and  there  is  no  language 
which  God  does  not  understand.” 

The  Duke,  indeed,  “did  something” 
with  his  time.  He  composed.  And  he 
performed  to  the  enjoyment  and  benefit 
of  millions.  His  music  was  heard  almost 
nightly  somewhere  across  the  nation  or 
around  the  world  .  .  .  right  up  to  his  final 
hospitalization. 

Those  who  had  anticipated  attending 
one  of  the  many  performances  cancelled 
by  the  Duke's  entry  into  the  hospital 
experienced  a  special  sense  of  loss  — 
among  them  members  of  the  TM/  UMR 
staff  who  planned  to  attend  one  of  the 
first  U.S.  performances  of  the  Third 
Sacred  Concert,  just  11  days  before  his 
death. 

We  give  thanks  for  the  good  times  the 
Duke  gave,  and  wish  that  each  of  us 
might  follow  so  great  an  example  in 
doing  God’s  work  with  the  time  we’re 
allotted. 
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Editor's  Note:  The  United  Mel 
odist  Church’s  missionary  policy  has  j 
been  a  subject  of  discussion  and 
concern  for  several  years. 

Initially,  the  discussion  consisted 
only  of  individual  expressions  of 
concern  about  the  UMC’s  declining 
overseas  missionary  force,  and 
isolated  allegations  that  the 
denomination’s  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  no  longer  emphasizes  the 
importance  of  a  personal  relat¬ 
ionship  between  individuals  and 
God  through  Jesus  Christ. 

Gradually,  the  number  of  in¬ 
dividual  expressions  escalated. 
Earlier  this  year,  an  ad  hoc  organiz¬ 
ation  -  the  Evangelical  Missions 
Council  (EMC)  -  was  created  by  a 
group  of  persons  disenchanted  with 
the  specific  policies  and  general 
direction  of  the  Global  Ministries 


Board.  Reaction  to  criticisms  of  the 
Board  and  the  EMC’s  formation 
have  been  predictably  mixed, 
predictably  mixed. 

Even  as  their  understandings  of 
the  gospel  clash,  the  sincerity  and 
integrity  of  persons  related  to  both 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  and 
the  Evangelical  Missions  Council 
are  clear.  We  believe  issues  raised 
in  this  discussion  are  basic  to  any 
understanding  of  what  it  means  to  be 
the  church  of  Jesus  Christ  in  the 
1970’s. 

TM/UMR  has  reported  on  the 
development  of  this  discussion  and 
served  as  a  forum  where  the 
prespectives  of  persons  on  all  sides 
might  be  shared  with  the  church. 
Three  articles  elsewhere  on  this 
page  comprise  the  latest  in¬ 
stallment. 


Bishop  Joshi  s  views  affirmed; 
EMC  views ,  approach  questioned 


Points  of  agreement/disagreement 
noted  between  EMC,  Bishop  Joshi 


By  WM.  W.  ROUGHTON 
Delray  Beach,  Florida 

The  basic  concerns  and  objectives  of 
The  Evangelical  Missions  Council 
(EMC)  are  constructive.  They  reflect  a 
genuine  desire  for  the  United  Methodist 
Church  to  be  stronger  and  more  effective 
in  her  total  mission  for  Christ,  at  home 
and  abroad.  They  call  for  a  better 
balancing  of  the  evangelical  and  social 
implications  of  the  gospel. 

These  constructive  concerns  have  been 
seriously  misunderstood  and  misrep¬ 
resented  by  Bishop  R.  D.  Joshi,  of 
Bombay,  India.  His  article  in  the  May  17 
issue  of  TM/  UMR  was  very  negative 
and  sharply  critical.  Apparently  he  is  not 
aware  that  the  EMC  shares  many  of  the 
concerns  he  expressed. 

As  a  member  of  the  EMC  I  want  to 
affirm  complete  agreement  with  Bishop 
Joshi  regarding  the  following  points: 

1.  Every  effort  should  be  made  to 
improve  the  effectiveness  of  our  own 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  thus 
eliminating  the  trend  toward  rival 
boards  of  missions  which  are  recruiting 
United  Methodists  for  missionary  ser¬ 
vice,  and  sending  them  to  the  field  with 
funds  solicited  from  United  Methodists. 
(The  primary  objective  of  the  EMC  is  to 
help  implement  No.  1) 

2.  “The  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
must  represent  the  whole  church.” 

3.  “Missionaries  will  always  be 
needed.” 

4.  Overseas  churches  have  a  very 
important  role  to  play  in  determining 
mission  priorities. 

5.  We  should  reject  mission  strategies 
that  are  “paternalistic,  irrelevant,  and 
out  of  touch  with  the  realities  of  the 
mission  field.” 

Obviously,  Bishop  Joshi  did  not 
carefully  study  the  official  documents  of 
EMC,  because  he  thought  we  opposed 
him  on  all  of  these  points,  and  was 
harshly  critical  about  it.  All  of  these  are 
items  on  which  we  have  genuine 
agreement.  However,  his  article  brings 
the  basic  issue  into  sharp  focus  with  two 
of  his  statements  that  are  highly  con¬ 
tradictory,  as  follows: 

1.  “It  (The  Board  of  Global  Ministries) 
must  represent  the  whole  church.” 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


2.  “Missionaries  will  always  be 
needed.  This  is  a  Gospel  imperative.  But 
not  the  type  of  missionaries  the  Good 
News  Evangelicals  have  in  mind.” 

Are  evangelicals  automatically  ex¬ 
cluded,  in  mass,  regardless  of  their  in¬ 
dividual  talents  and  skills?  Are  all 
evangelicals  devoid  of  effectiveness  in 
the  service  of  Christ?  Does  Bishop  Joshi 
really  believe  our  “inclusive  United 
Methodist  Church”  does  not  include 
evangelicals?  It  is  exactly  this  type  of 
attitude  which  has  caused  many 
evangelicals  (ministers  and  laymen)  to 
feel  alienated.  This  negative  and 
prejudiced  attitude  must  be  changed  if 
we  are  going  to  be  honest  in  our  claims 
about  being  “inclusive”  and  “rep¬ 
resenting  the  whole  church.” 

The  caste  system  in  India,  race 
prejudice  in  the  U.S.,  anti-Semitism  in 
Germany,  and  theological  bigotry  in  the 
church  have  all  made  very  ugly  blots  on 
the  h;ot  ry  of  mankind.  I  am  deeply 
tha:. -Jul  the  United  Methodist  Church 
has  taken  a  strong  stand  against  all 
forms  of  prejudice  and  bigotry  in  the 
world  around  us.  Maybe  the  time  has 
come  for  us  to  take  a  strong  stand  against 
the  prejudice  inside  our  own  church.  Is 
there  a  willingness  within  United 
Methodism  to  adopt  this  basic  change  of 
attitude?  This  may  be  one  of  the  most 
urgent  questions  confronting  our  church 
today! 


By  ROBERT  L.  SCHLAGER 
Santa  Rosa,  California 

I  was  most  grateful  for  the  article 
written  by  Bishop  R.  D.  Joshi  (TM/UMR, 
May  17).  I  am  sure  that  what  Bishop 
Joshi  had  to  say  will  be  hard  for  many  in 
our  churches  to  hear  —  maybe  he  will  not 
be  heard  — ,  but  he  certainly  tells  it  like  it 
is  from  my  experience. 

Maybe  my  credentials  are  important 
at  this  point.  I  have  served  for  six  years 
as  a  missionary  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  in  Latin  America,  I  have 
served  on  the  Field  Committee,  have 
been  a  District  Superintendent  in  Buenos 
Aires,  Argentina,  have  been  ’on  the 
Mission  Personnel  Committee  for  the  San 
Francisco  Area  for  twelve  years,  have 
been  President  of  the  California-Nevada 
Conference  Board  of  Missions  and  have 
served  as  District  Secretary  for 
Missionary  Education  and  Cultivation  on 
three  districts  in  this  Conference.  I  think 
I  can  say  that  I  am  closely  acquainted 
with  many  missionaries,  both  past  and 
present,  have  known  several  hundred 
national  pastors,  and  there  are  several 
National  Bishops  whom  I  count  as  per¬ 
sonal  friends. 

Without  exception,  these  pastors, 
missionaries  and  bishops  echo  the  sen¬ 
timents  and  feelings  of  Bishop  Joshi. 

I  have  also  received  the  publication  of 
The  Evangelical  Missions  Council  and 
have  read  it  as  carefully  as  I  could.  This 
pamphlet,  which  I  feel  has  been 
primarily  prepared  by  Dr.  Seamands,  is 
a  good  statement  of  the  Evangelical 
position  on  missions  and  I  don’t  greatly 
disagree  with  it.  But  I  think  some 
questions  need  to  be  rasied: 

Who  wants  EMC  missionaries? 

(1)  Where  are  the  churches  that  want 
to  receive  these  missionaries  that  The 
Evangelical  Council  wants  to  send  out?  If 
I  know  anything  about  Field  Committees, 
they  are  very  selective  as  to  what  kind  of 
personnel  they  want,  and  they  simply  a.  e 
not  going  to  take  someone  who  wants  to 
come  and  do  their  thing. 

(2)  Could  it  be  true  that  Asbury 
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John  Wesley  answers  a  challenge 


To  the  Editor: 

Mr.  Norvil  D.  Fitch  (TM/  UMR,  May 
17)  challenges  “some  intellectual”  to 
show  him  where  he  is  wrong  in  his  having 
“no  sympathy  for  them  (i.e.  for  draft 
resisters)  or  their  loved  ones.”  I  com¬ 
mend  to  his  attention  a  great  “in¬ 
tellectual,”  John  Wesley: 

“The  love  of  God,  and  of  our  neighbor 
for  God’s  sake,  is  patient  toward  all  men. 
It  suffers  all  the  weakness,  ignorance, 
errors,  and  infirmities  of  the  children  of 
God ;  all  the  malice  and  wickedness  of  the 
children  of  the  world:  and  all  this,  not 
only  for  a  time,  but  to  the  end.  And  in 
every  step  toward  overcoming  evil  with 
good,  it  is  kind,  soft,  mild,  benign.  It 
inspires  the  sufferer  at  once  with  the 
most  amiable  sweetness,  and  the  most 
fervent  and  tender  affection.  ‘Love  act- 
eth  not  rashly’  —  Does  not  hastily 
condemn  anyone;  never  passes  a  severe 
sentence  on  a  slight  or  sudden  view  of 
things.  Nor  does  it  ever  act  or  behave  in  a 
violent,  headstrong,  or  precipitate 
manner.  ‘Is  not  puffed  up’  —  Yea, 
humbles  the  soul  to  the  dust.”  (John 
Wesley,  “Explanatory  Notes  upon  the 
New  Testament,”  note  to  I  Corinthians 
13:4) 

Mr.  Fitch,  of  course,  has  a  right  to  his 
opinion  that  draft  resisters  have  acted 
wrongly;  I  am  inclined  to  be  of  the  op¬ 
posite  persuasion.  However,  I  would  ask 
Mr.  Fitch  to  consider  whether  his  at¬ 
titude,  as  expressed  in  his  May  17  letter, 
is  consonant  with  that  spirit  of  love  of 
which  Mr.  Wesley  so  often  sopke  and 
which  is  at  the  very  center  of  the 
Christian  gospel. 

Rex  D.  Matthews 

Cambridge,  Massachusetts 

Your  reporting  teas  helpful 
rather  than  unfair 

To  the  Editor: 

Mr.  David  C.  Paul,  Edinburg,  Texas 
commented  on  an  article  relative  to 
homosexuality  in  the  April  26  TM/  UMR 
as  being  unfair  reporting.  This  "type 
reporting  is  what  we  need  more  of.  The 
article  wasn’t  limited  to  the  immediate) 
subject  but  expressed  actions  which 
establish  a  trend  of  what  is  to  come. 
Based  on  the  1972  General  Conference 
theme,  church  officials  have  set  the  stage 
for  bringing  homosexuals  into  the  United 
Methodist  Church  without  a  change  in  i 
their  conduct.  ** 


Mr.  Paul  talked  about  Mr.  Gene 
Leggett  exercising  his  rights  and  the 
system  responding  as  a  legal  matter.  It 
was  a  surprise  to  me  to  learn  that 
Christianity  is  a  legal  institution.  If  Mr. 
Leggett  was  rejected  because  of  a 
violation  of  God’s  will,  then  he  should 
receive  no  other  recognition  until  he 
confesses  his  sin  and  seeks  forgiveness 
from  God.  From  what  I  understand  of 
Mr.  Leggett’s  case,  he  is  trying  to  get 
agreement  that  the  church  sinned  and 
should  seek  forgiveness  by  accepting  him 
and  his  sin.  If  the  officials  keep  accepting 
his  appeals,  he  will  one  day  be  returned 
to  full  minister  status  with  his  sin. 

If  Mr.  Paul  is  worried  about  what  the 
public  thinks,  then  he  should  express 
indignation  to  the  higher  officials.  No 
newspaper  article  can  create  a  bad 
public  image  unless  past  actions  have 
established  suspicion  in  the  public’s 
mind.  The  church’s  officialdom  has 
begun  to  embrace  what  even  the  least 
educated  layperson  can  see  as  sin  before 
God. 

In  my  opinion,  TM/  UMR  is  doing  a 
tremendous  service  in  trying  to  tell  the 
layperson  what  is  really  going  on. 
TM/  UMR  reports  give  me  time  to  voice 
my  opinion  via  the  minister  or  other 
ways.  This  gives  me  hope  that  the  trend 
can  be  changed.  Otherwise  when  I  lose 
hope,  I  will  take  my  family  and  seek 
another  church.  If  Mr.  Paul  were  to 
check  the  membership  numbers,  he 
would  find  many  have  already  lost  hope. 

I  recommend  that  TM/  UMR  begin  to 
challenge  the  church  officials  to  cease 
wasting  their  time  and  the  membership’s 
money  playing  around  with  trying  to 
open  the  church  up  to  the  world’s 
cesspool  of  sins.  Church  officials  should 
start  getting  the  membership  to 
challenge  the  real  enemies  of  God  — 
inequalities,  irregularities,  ineptitude, 
incompetence,  mediocrity  and  apathy. 

J.  Fred  Alvis 

Dallas,  Texas 

EDITOR’S  NOTE:  Contrary  to  Mr. 
Leggett's  desire  and  Mr.  Paul’s  un¬ 
derstanding,  the  UM  Judicial  Council  did 
not  consider  the  question  of 
homosexuality;  nor  could  it  approp¬ 
riately  do  so.  Mr.  Leggett’s  former 
annual. conference  requested  that  the 
Judicial  Council  rule  as  to  whether  Mr. 
Leggett  has  the  right  to  seek  rein¬ 
statement  under  provisions  of  the  UMC’s 


“Discipline.”  The  Judicial  Council  ruled 
that  Mr.  Leggett  does  have  that  right  and 
outlined  the  appropriate  procedures  for 
he  and  the  conference  to  follow.  The 
Judicial  Council  did  not  suggest  how  the 
conference  should  vote  if  such  an  ap¬ 
plication  is  made.  It  does  appear  likely 
that  the  church’s  position  regarding 
homosexuality  will  receive  considerable 
discussion  by  the  1976  General  Con¬ 
ference. 

Do  we  misconstrue  the 
devil’s  work  as  God’s? 

To  the  Editor: 

I  would  like  to  submit  the  following  as 
my  response  to  the  current  problem  of 
homosexuals  in  the  ministry: 

WHY  NOT  LICENSE  PROSTITUTES? 
To  that  small  but  determined  vocal 
minority  in  United  Methodism  who  insist 
on  licensing  homosexual  men  to  the 
ministry,  I  would  like  to  suggest  the 
following  proposition.  Why  not  license 
prostitutes  —  especially  in  these  days  of 
women’s  lib?  We  now  ordain  women  to 
the  ministry,  and  surely  somewhere 
there  must  be  a  few  prostitutes  who 
would  aspire  to  this  calling. 

As  I  understand  the  scriptures, 
homosexuality  is  in  the  same  category  as 
prostitution. 

I  agree  with  the  leader  of  “Good  News” 
quoted  in  TM/  UMR  May  10, 1974  that  if 
the  General  Conference  passes  such 
legislation,  it  will  produce  the  greatest 
split  in  our  denomination  since  the  issue 
of  slavery. 

Have  we  lived  to  see  the  day  when  the 
works  of  the  devil  are  misconstrued  to  be 
the  will  of  God? 

Ralph  S.  Findley 

Warren,  Pennsylvania 

TM/UMR  is  alive,  wiggling 
and  squirming  with  life 
To  the  Editor: 

Your  paper  is  alive,  wiggling,  and 
squirming  with  life.  I  especially  liked  the 
piece  about  Dudley  Ward  (TM/UMR, 
Jan.  11).  I  am  in  wonderment  that 
anyone  could  so  exactly  pinpoint  my 
belief.  He  is  at  exactly  where  I’m  at.  I  am 
an  old  woman  of  73,  but  I  am  still  growing 
and  thank  you  for  your  help  in  that 
direction.  Praise  the  Lord. 

Vera  Carpenter 

Oakland,  California 


Seminary,  and  some  of  our  other  schools, 
have  turned  out  a  number  of  young 
people  who  have  expected  to  go  to 
mission  fields  atffiave  a  number  of  their 
illustrious  forebearers?  Have  these 
schools  been  altogether  fair  with  these 
youth,  reminding  them  of  the  new 
climates  of  nationalism  and  the  new 
ways  that  national  churches  all  over  the 
world  are  understanding  Biblical 
salvation?  If  I  read  Dr.  Seamands 
correctly,  he  understands  one  of  those 
motifs  very  well,  but  he  says  little  and 
understands  less  about  the  others. 

(3)  Do  these  Evangelical  Missionaries 
want  to  respect  the  autonomy  and  in¬ 
dependence  of  our  National  Methodist 
Churches  or  do  they  want  to  go  out  and 
remake  them  in  their  own  image?  The 
words  of  Bishop  Joshi  are  important: 
“The  whole  approach  of  the  Good  News 
evangelicals  is  paternalistic,  irrelevant 
and  out  of  touch  with  the  realities  of  the 
mission  field.  For  them  overseas 
churches  have  no  part  to  play  in  the 
revival  of  evangelical  emphasis  in 
foreign  mission.”  I  can  say  from  per¬ 
sonal  observation  and  experience  that 
almost  every  one  of  those  churches  listed 
in  the  Evangelical  pamphlet  that  are 
sending  out  increased  missionaires  are 
completely  autocratic,  with  little  or  no 
regard  for  their  national  workers.  The 
short  run  result  is  impressive  statistics, 
but  the  long  run  result  is  disaster  and  not 
new  souls  “in  Christ.”  If  you  don’t 
believe  this  you  have  only  to  go  to  these 
fields  and  talk  with  the  nationals. 

Do  statistics  really  tell 
the  story? 

(4)  I  am  reminded  of  the  old  saying: 
“There  are  lies,  damn  lies  and  then 
statistics.”  And  my  question  is  this:  Do 
these  statistics  really  tell  us  what  is 
happening  to  the  mission  of  Christ’s 
Church  in  these  lands?  True,  many  of 
these  churches  are  suffering  for  their 
independence,  but  I  have  not  heard  of 
any.  with  perhaps  the  ambiguous  ex¬ 
ception  of  India,  who  do  not  want  to  keep 
that  independence.  And  I  doubt  that  even 
the  Indians  would  sell  it  for  a  few 
missionaries.  Let  us  remember  that 
many  of  our  older  missionaries  went  out 
and  built  their  own  little  empires.  But 
don’t  forget  that  many  nationals  looked 
upon  this  as  religious  imperialism  and 
they  resented  it  deeply.  So  in  this  day,  if 
we  send  our  influence,  it  will  be 
primarily  with  money,  and  it  will  be 
unencumbered  money  that  the-  Nationals, 
will  use  according  to  their  best  judgment. 
And  if  we  don’t  have  that  kind  of  love  and 
trust  for  them,  then  let  us  cut  out  all  of 
our  pious  talk  about  our  fidelity  to  the 
Great  Commission  and  John  3:16. 

I  don’t  want  to  say  that  1  agree  with  all 
of  the  theological  positions  espoused  by 
475  Riverside  Drive  or  with  all  of  the 
revolutionary  theology  written  by  “third 
world”  theologians.  But  it’s  cheap  grace 
to  criticize  from  this  distance  when  our 
children  can  go  to  school,  be  well  fed  and 
clothed,  and  have  reasonable  religious 
and  political  freedom.  So  I  think  we 
should  remember  this:  The  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  has  been  a  forum 
through  which  the  responsible  people 
dealing  with  mission  concern  all  through 
the  world  have  worked.  The  equation 
doesn’t  always  come  out  as  I  would  like 
it,  but  we  ought  to  remember  that  many 
serious,  and  Biblical,  viewpoints  are 
contending  with  each  other  all  around  the 
world.  And  I  am  sure  that  most  of  them  . 
can  ably  defend  their  faithfulness  to  the  . 
Great  Commission. 

I,  as  one  pastor,  am  going  to  stick  in 
there  with  the  Board.  And  I  am  going  to 
encourage  my  congregation  to  give  in¬ 
creased  support  for  National  Ministries.  * 
For  that  is  where  the  action  is  now !  When 
these  churches  want  missionaries,  and 
that  day  will  come  again,  we  will  send 
them.  And  they  will  be  great  and  glorious 
missionaries,  as  great  as  the  church  has 
ever  had.  In  the  meantime  maybe  we 
ought  to  be  receiving  some  of  their 
missionaries.  They  just  might  have 
something  to  tell  us!! 
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Duke  Ellington  wrote 
music  for  God,  too 
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After  seminary  graduation 

Lady  ministers  take  to  pulpits 


By  BILL  BUCHANAN 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

If  a  moving  van  pulls  up  in  front  of  your 
church’s  parsonage  within  the  next  few 
weeks  and  a  woman  steps  out  of  the  cab, 
don’t  automatically  assume  it  is  the  new 
preacher’s  wife.  It  may  be  the  new 
preacher  HERself. 

A  TM/  UMR  mini-survey  of  the 
denomination’s  seminaries  last  week 
revealed  that  the  much-discussed  flood  of 
female  seminarians  is,  in  fact,  beginning 
to  spill  over  into  the  work-a-day  world  as 
more  and  more  distaff  theologues  reach 
the  point  of  graduation. 

The  survey  also  revealed  that  a  sizable 
portion  of  that  number  are  seeking  —  and 
usually  getting  —  appointments  to  local 
congregations. 

At  Boston  University,  for  instance,  out 
of  the  57  Master  of  Theology  degrees 
conferred  this  June,  eight  went  to 
women,  half  of  whom  have  been  ordained 
and  appointed  to  local  churches. 

Likewise,  at  Duke  Divinity  School  in 


Durham,  N.C.,  there  were  six  women 
among  a  graduating  class  of  67.  And  four 
of  those  women  are  headed  for  local 
church  appointments. 

The  story’s  the  same  all  around  the 
country :  four  of  38  graduates  at  St.  Paul 
School  of  Theology  in  Kansas  City  were 
women,  with  two  of  them  planning  to  be 
in  pulpits  before  the  end  of  the  summer; 
one  of  the  12  graduates  of  Claremont 
School  of  Theology  in  Southern  California 
was  a  woman,  and  she  is  entering  the 
local  parish;  four  of  Atlanta’s  Candler 
School  of  Theology’s  50  graduates  were 
women,  two  of  whom  will  take  churches; 
Garrett  Theological  Seminary  in 
Evanston,  Ill.,  produced  seven  women 
graduates  out  of  a  class  of  35,  with  four 
headed  for  local  churches;  at  Gammon 
Theological  Seminary,  a  predominantly 
black  school  in  Atlanta,  three  out  of  a 
class  of  21  were  women,  with  one 
planning  a  local  church  ministry,  and 
three  of  45  graduates  at  Perkins  School  of 
Theology  in  Dallas  were  women,  with  at 


Bishop  warns  the  church: 

road  to  hell’ 


‘we’re  on  the 

By  BARBARA  BERG 

DALLAS  —  Following  its  present 
course,  the  United  Methodist  Church  is 
on  the  road  to  hell,  rather  than  the  road  to 
heaven.  Bishop  W.  McFerrin  Stowe 
warned  in  his  anriiihl  State  of  the  Church 
message  at  the  closing  session  of  the 
denomination’s  North  Texas  Annual 
Conference  here  last  week. 

In  '*  bluntly  stated  address,  Bishop 
Stowe  chastised  the  church  for  not 
providing  moral  leadership  at  a  time 
when  “the  hungry  sheep  are  looking  up 
and  not  being  spiritually  fed.” 

“Theoretically,”  he  observed, 
“Christianity  is  always  one  generation 
away  from  oblivion.  We  think  it  im¬ 
possible?  In  one  generation  Christianity 
has  been  wiped  out  of  China,  with 
practically  no  evidence  of  it  to  be  found. 
If  it  happened  in  China,  could  it  happen  in 
America? 

“Every  church  in  the  country  except 
five  of  the  largest  and  fattest  is  showing 
increases  in  membership,”  the  bishop 
noted.  “But  the  UMC  is  not  one  of  them.” 

Bishop  Stowe  pointed  out  that  the 
churches  in  the  North  Texas  Annual 
Conference  gave  seven  times  more 
money  for  c'  'structing  and  maintaining 
their  own  lt^.i  church  buildings  than  to 
UMC’s  world  conference  and 
benevolences. 

“What  does  that  say  about  us?”  he 
asked.  “I  would  say  that  it  is  a  pretty 
good  barometer  of  deep  spiritual  trouble 
within  the  church.  It  shows  we  are  more 
concerned  about  ourselves  than  the  sick, 
the  poor  and  others  less  fortunate  than 
ourselves. 

“If  we  go  on  the  way  we’re  going,  the 
road  we’ll  be  going  won’t  be  the  road  to 
God  but  the  road  to  hell,”  the  bishop 
cautioned. 

He  cited  Norman  Cousins,  who  in  a 
recent  Saturday  Review  editorial,  wrote: 
“How  far  is  Watergate  from  Main 
Street?” 

Terribly,  Watergate  is  a  reflection  of 
something  that  is  happening  on  every 
level  of  American  life,  Bishop  Stowe 
added. 

“There  is  a  vacuum  in  moral  leader¬ 
ship.  There  is  a  cry  for  leadership  from 
many  places,  including  brilliant  leaders 
who  have  put  their  ear  to  the  ground  and 
heard  thundering  hooves:  Arnold 


Toynbee,  who  sees  what  he  calls  the 
‘Morality  Gap’ ;  Norman  Cousins,  asking 
for  regeneration;  Dr.  Karl  Menninger  in 
his  question  —  ‘Whatever  became  of 
Sin?’  and  calling  us  to  repentance  and 
accountability  and  spiritual  and  moral 
health.” 

The  bishop  continued:  “The  ethical 
leaders  of  America  have  not  been  heard 
in  the  uproar.  The  spiritual  leaders  of 
America  have  not  led.  The  Christian 
church  has  been  nit-picking  instead  of 
proclaiming:  ‘How  long  will  you  go 
limping  with  two  different  opinions?  If 
the  Lord  is  God,  follow  him;  but  if  Baal, 
then  follow  him’.”  (Kings  18:21) 

“What  has  gone  wrong?”  he  inquired. 

“The  historian  writing  the  book  of 
Judges  details  the  rotten  events  of  his 
day  —  the  murder  of  children,  the  rape 
and  killing  of  women,  the  slaughter  of 
men,  kidnapping  of  young  virgins,  war 
between  brothers  —  and  twice  within  a 
brief  compass  explains  the  gone- 
wrongness  of  his  nation  by  saying:  ‘In 
those  days  there  was  no  king  in  Israel; 
every  man  did  that  which  was  right  in  his 
own  eyes.’  ”  (Judges  21:25) 

Bishop  Stowe  went  on:  “Is  this  what 
has  happened  in  America?  Where  is  the 
ethical  and  spiritual  leadership?” 

Neither  the  President,  Congress,  the 
courts,  nor  other  American  institutions 
are  providing  the  moral  leadership  so 
desperately  needed  in  the  nation  at  the 
moment,  he  said. 

“Who  has  the  greatest  responsibility 
for  moral,  ethical  and  spiritual  leader¬ 
ship?”  the  bishop  asked.  “The 
newspapers  or  the  church  of  Jesus 
Christ?  Television  or  the  church  of  Jesus 
Christ?  The  public  opinion  polls  or  the 
church  of  Jesus  Christ?  The  govern¬ 
ments  or  the  church  of  Jesus  Christ?  This 
is  our  bag.  Let  us  claim  it.  Let  us  grasp 
this  responsibility,  this  opportunity.  Let 
us  fill  the  vacuum.  Let  us  bring  God  back 
to  the  center  of  America.  Let  us  share 
him  with  all  Americans.  Let  us  give  him 
his  rightful  place  upon  that  empty 
throne.” 

Bishop  Stowe  challenged  the 
delegates:  “We  must  confess  our  sin.  We 
must  experience  the  resurrection.  And 
we  must  proclaim  the  faith. 

“We  have  the  Gospel  to  give,”  he 
concluded. 
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least  one  planning  a  local  church  minis¬ 
try. 

More  than  women’s  lib 

Interviews  with  random  samples  of 
newly-graduated  female  ministers  made 
one  thing  strikingly  clear:  the  rising 
number  of  women  clergy  is  not  just 
another  adjunct  of  the  women’s 
liberation  movement  draped,  as  it  were, 
in  theological  cloth. 

“I  was  confirmed  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church  when  I  was  in  the  first 
grade,”  recalls  the  Rev.  Susan  Bennett  of 
Greensboro,  N.C.  “And  by  the  time  I  had 
reached  the  sixth  grade  I  had  decided  to 
become  a  local  church  pastor. 

“I  guess  I.  was  naive,”  said  Ms.  Ben¬ 
nett,  who  just  graduated  from  Garrett, 
“but  the  fact  that  I  had  never  seen  a 
woman  preacher  didn’t  really  pose  a 
threat. 

“The  fact  that  I  felt  I  was  answering 
God’s  call  seemed  good  enough  at  the 
time.  It  still  seems  good  enough,  though 
I’m  much  less  naive  about  it  nowadays.” 

The  Rev.  Teresa  Grupe,  a  member  of 
the  Northern  Illinois  Conference,  said 
she  opted  for  the  parish  ministry  because 
“I  love  people  and  I  love  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ.  The  parish  ministry  just  seemed 
the  perfect  place  to  put  those  two 
elements  together.” 

The  Rev.  Tony  White,  who  just 
received  her  theological  degree  from 
Candler,  agreed,  adding  that  for  her  a 
feeling  of  being  called  by  God  was 
1  essential  to  developing  the  courage  to 
carve  a  niche  professionally  in  a  male- 
dominated  clergy. 

Building  on  the  groundwork 

While  the  women’s  liberation 
movement  did  not  motivate  most  women 
to  enter  the  ministry,  most  agree  that  it 
laid  the  ground  work  which  has  made  the 
entry  of  women  into  the  ministry  a  much 
less  painful  process  than  it  would  have 
been  otherwise. 

“The  clergy,”  opined  one  recent 
graduate,  “has  become  very  conscious  of 
the  dignity  and  equality  of  all 
humankind,  not  just  mankind.  And  that’s 
making  a  big  difference.” 

Though  the  battle  for  the  right  of 
women  to  serve  in  the  local  parish  is  less 
fierce  nowadays,  some  still  reported 
difficulty  in  getting  accepted. 

One  New  Jersey  candidate  for  or¬ 
dination  reported  some  raised  eyebrows 
and  negative  votes  by  members  of  the 
committee  considering  her  ordination 
when  she  stated  that  she  believed  in 
“God,  our  heavenly  parent.”  Her  or¬ 
dination  was  approved  nonetheless. 

Most  women  agreed,  however,  that 
getting  a  parish  appointment  is  no  longer 
the  real  test  of  how  open  the  church 
really  is.  The  next  test,  they  say,  will  be 
when  it  comes  down  to  a  question  of 
whether  to  appoint  a  man  or  a  woman  of 
equal  qualifications  as  senior  pastor  of  a 
major  congregation. 

“At  this  point  I  just  don’t  see  them 
being  willing  to  go  with  a  woman,”  said 
Ms.  Grupe. 

Dr.  Major  Jones,  dean  of  Gammon, 
offered  this  observation:  “The  church 
has  just  really  not  faced  the  issue  of 
women  or  blacks  in  the  ministry  in  any 
other  than  a  token  way.” 

Fresh  from  "rewarding,"  “positive,” 
and  “very  supportive,”  experiences  with 
their  bishops  and  councils  of  ministries, 
the  newly  ordained  women  ministers 


were  not  disposed  to  make  such  a  harsh 
evaluation  of  the  powers-that-be  in  the 
church. 

Grappling  with  the  real  issues 

Having  just  passed  the  hurdles  of  or¬ 
dination  and  appointment,  the  women 
ministers  are  now  in  the  process,  they 
say,  of  grappling  with  some  very  real 
issues  of  survival  in  the  local  parish.  And 
that  gets  down  mainly  to  a  question  of 
how  to  fulfill  the  expectations 
parishioners  have  of  a  minister  while 
also  fulfilling  one’s  own  need  for  a  “life  of 
my  own.” 

“This  really  bothers  me,”  admits  Ms. 
Grupe.  “I  would  very  much  like  to  date 
and  go  out  with  guys,  but  it  isn’t  that 
simple  any  more.  Of  course,  there’s 
always  the  problem  of  people  wanting  to 
play  matchmaker.” 

Ms.  Bennett  said  she  felt  the  most 
healthy  way  of  tackling  the  problem 
would  be  to  “build  up  systems  of  support 
outside  the  parish  that  will  take  care  of 
my  personal  needs.  I  originally  saw  the 
parish  as  a  place  where  I  could  get  my 
own  needs  met.  But  that  idea  was 
shattered  rather  quickly.  I  found  that  it’s 
not  just  a  place  of  security,  it’s  also  a 
place  of  intense  struggle.” 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  Duke  Ellington 
was  eulogized  here  as  a  musical  genius 
who  fulfilled  the  promise  of  his  talent  by 
following  the  score  of  “The  Great 
Composer.” 

“His  God  wrote  music  especially  for 
Edward  Kennedy  Ellington,”  Pastor 
John  Gensel  told  10,000  mourners  who 
jammed  the  Episcopal  Cathedral  of  St. 
John  the  Divine  for  the  funeral  of  the  jazz 
great  who  died  here  on  May  24. 

Another  2,500  persons  listened  to  the 
two-hour  service  via  loudspeakers  placed 
outside  the  gigantic  Gothic  cathedral  on 
the  fringe  of  Harlem. 

A  dozen  clergymen  —  Episcopal, 
Lutheran,  Roman  Catholic  and  African 
Methodist  Episcopal  Zion  —  took  part  in 
the  service  that  blended  the  historic 
Anglican  funeral  rite  with  jazz  tributes  to 
Mr.  Ellington,  who  died  at  the  age  of  75. 

Among  the  performers  saying  musical 
farewells  to  the  composer  and  pianist 
were  Ella  Fitzgerald,  Earl  Hines,  Louis 
Rawls,  Billy  Taylor,  McHenry  Boat¬ 
wright  and  Brock  Peters. 

One  of  the  high  points  of  the  service  for 
the  audience  was  Miss  Fitzgerald’s 
version  of  the  spiritual,  “Just  a  Closer 
Walk  with  Thee.” 

Pastor  Gensel,  a  close  friend  of  the 
Ellington  family  and  pastor  to  the  jazz 
community  for  the  Lutheran  Church  in 
America,  delivered  the  meditation. 
Stanley  Dance,  the  music  critic  and 
Ellington  biographer,  gave  the  formal 
eulogy. 

Both  speakers  called  attention  to  Mr. 
Ellington’s  life-long  religious  com¬ 
mitment  and  his  three  sacred  concerts. 
The  second  program  of  religious  music 
received  its  premiere  in  St.  John’s 
Cathedral  in  1968. 

On  Sept.  16,  1965,  the  Ellington  or¬ 
chestra,  under  the  composer’s  direction, 
performed  “In  the  Beginning,  God.  .  .” 
in  San  Francisco’s  Grace  Episcopal 
Cathedral  before  a  crowd  of  3,000. 

That  first  sacred  concert  was  later 
performed  in  New  York’s  fifth  Avenue 
Presbyterian  Church,  Coventry 
Cathedral  in  England,  at  a  synagoguge  in 
Beverly  Hills,  and  Lovers’  Lane  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Dallas,  among  other 
places. 

The  second  sacred  concert,  “Good 
News  for  Modern  Man,”  was  premiered 
before  6,000  people  at  the  Episcopal 
Cathedral  of  St.  John  the  Divine,  New 
York,  on  Jan.  21,  1968. 


“I  think  of  myself  as  a  messenger 
boy,”  Mr.  Ellington  explained  at  that 
time,  “one  who  tries  to  bring  messages  to 
people,  not  people  who  have  never  heard 
of  God,  but  those  who  were  more  or  less 
raised  with  the  guidance  of  the  church.” 

He  did  not  take  traditional  forms  of 
worship  and  “jazz  them  up.”  Rather, 
each  concert  was  a  musical  message. 
“Freedom”  was  a  recurring  theme  in  the 
second  sacred  concert. 

A  third  religious  work  had  not  been 
heard  widely  at  the  time  of  Mr. 
Ellington’s  death. 

In  announcing  “Good  News  for  Modern 
Man,”  Canon  Edward  N.  West,  sub-dean 
of  St.  John’s,  said  the  church  has  the 
responsibility  to  bring  the  best  music  to 
the  public.  To  his  knowledge,  the 
clergyman  said,  Ellington  music  “is  the 
best.” 

Ruth  Stamatiou,  Mr.  Ellington’s  sister 
and  president  of  his  music  publishing 
company,  once  said  that  music  was  her 
brother’s  way  of  praying  and  bringing 
religion  into  daily  life. 

Pastor  Gensel  compared  Mr.  Ellington 
with  St.  Francis  of  Assisi  in  his  dealings 
with  persons.  The  composer  was  free  to 
pursue  his  music  and  to  deal  kindly  with 
each  person,  the  clergyman  said, 
because  he  was  “a  slave  of  God.” 

“Duke  Ellington  loved  God  and  his 
fellow  man  in  such  a  genuine  and 
beautiful  way  that  all  who  heard  his 
music  and  felt  the  impact  of  his  per¬ 
sonality  were  uplifted,”  said  John  F. 
Fisler,  director  of  Laymen's  National 
Bible  Week  Committee  in  a  statement 
released  before  the  funeral. 

Mr.  Fisler  noted  that  Mr.  Ellington  was 
an  honorary  co-chairman  of  National 
Bible  Week  for  many  years. 

Mr.  Ellington  grew  up  in  Washington, 
D.C.,  attending  both  Methodist  and 
Baptist  churches,  the  denominations  of 
his  father  and  mother.  In  New  York,  he 
was  most  closely  associated  with  St. 
Peter’s  Lutheran  Church,  the  base  of 
Pastor  Gensel’s  ministry.  His  spirit  was 
entirely  ecumenical. 

Two  Roman  Catholic  priests,  Father 
Norman  O’Connor,  O.P.  of  New  York  and 
Father  Gerald  Pocock  of  Montreal  took 
part  in  the  funeral  service. 

They,  and  many  other  participating 
clergymen,  are  involved  in  jazz 
ministries  and  were  considered 
“chaplains”  to  Mr.  Ellington  and  his 
orchestra. 


Graham  deplores  tone  of  tapes 

But  says  he  will  not  forsake  President  Nixon 


MONTREAT,  N.C.  (RNS)  — 
Evangelist  Billy  Graham  has  declared 
that  after  reading  the  White  House 
transcripts  released  by  President  Nixon, 
he  feels  that  “what  comes  through  in 
these  tapes  is  not  the  man  I  have  known 
for  many  years.” 

In  a  statement  released  at  his  home 
here,  Mr.  Graham  commented  that  “one 
cannot  but  deplore  the  moral  tone  im¬ 
plied  in  these  papers,  and  though  we 
know  that  other  Presidents  have  used 
equally  objectionable  language,  it  does 
not  make  it  right.” 

He  added,  however,  that  the  President 
“is  my  friend,  and  I  have  no  intention  of 
forsaking  him  now  —  nor  will  I  judge  him 
as  a  man  in  totality  on  the  basis  of  these 
relatively  few  hours  of  conversation 
under  such  severe  pressure.  But  I  would 
be  neither  his  friend  nor  God’s  servant  if 
I  did  not  point  out  what  the  righteousness 
of  God  demands  at  such  a  time  as  this.”- 

The  evangelist  said  that  “while  we 
have  no  other  President’s  transcripts  by 
which  to  compare  these,  I  must  confess 
this  has  been  a  profoundly  disturbing  and 
disappointing  experience.” 

With  regard  to  the  use  of  profanity,  Mr. 
Graham  commented:  “  ‘Thou  shalt  not 
take  the  name  of  the  Lord  thy  God  in 
vain’  is  a  commandment  which  has  not 
been  suspended,  regardless  of  any  need 
to  release  tensions.” 

At  a  press  conference  in  early  May, 
Father  John  McLaughlin,  the  Jesuit 
priest  who  is  deputy  special  assistant  to 
the  President,  had  described  the 
profanity  as  “a  form  of  emotional 
drainage.” 

Mr.  Graham  called  for  prayers  for  the 
House  of  Representatives  and  the 
Judiciary  Committee,  for  ‘the  special 
prosecutor  and  the  courts,  and  for  the 
President  and  his  counselors.  “We  must 
pray  that  the  Congress,  the  courts,  the 


President  and  the  news  media  will  all  be 
motivated  by  high  purposes  and  will  seek 
only  what  is  morally  right,”  he  said. 
“And  we  should  pray  for  ourselves  that  a 
sense  of  judicious  patience  will  govern 
both  our  emotion  and  our  speech.” 

The  evangelist  added  that  “our 
repudiation  of  wrong-doing  and  our 
condemnation  of  evil  must,  however,  be 
tempered  by  compassion  for  the 
wrongdoers.  Many  a  stone  is  being  cast 
by  persons  whose  own  lives  could  not 
bear  like  scrutiny.  Therefore,  we  dare 
not  be  self-righteous.” 

Commenting,  on  the  broad  moral  im¬ 
plications  of  the  transcripts,  Mr.  Graham 
said,  “A  nation  confused  for  years  by  the 
teaching  of  situational  ethics  now  finds 
itself  dismayed  by  those  in  government 
who  apparently  practiced  it.  We  have  lost 
our  moral  compass.  We  must  get  it  back. 
Nowhere  is  it  more  clearly  or  concisely 


stated  than  in  the  Ten  Commandments.” 

He  warned  that  “if  this  nation  is 
destroyed,  it  will  be  the  result  of  moral 
decadence  within.  Therefore,  this  should 
be  a  time  to  come  to  our  senses,  to  return 
to  God  and  His  law.  It  would  be  nothing 
less  than  hypocrisy  to  call  for  a  moral 
house-cleaning  at  the  White  House  unless 
we  are  willing  to  do  the  same  at  your 
house  and  my  house.” 

Mr.  Graham  predicted  that  “our  nation 
will  survive  as  a  strong  and  united 
power.  But  if  we  do  survive,  it  will  be 
because  we  have  maintained  our  moral 
compass,  the  law  of  God.  It  is  by  God’s 
moral  law  that  some  day  we  will  all  be 
judged.  Therefore,  God  commands  all 
men  everywhere  to  repent  while  there  is 
yet  time.  America  needs  to  repent  and 
turn  to  God  for  forgiveness,  for 
correction,  for  direction  and  for 
healing.” 


Evangelical  magazine  asks 
President  Nixon  to  repent 


WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (RNS)  — 
Christianity  Today,  the  evangelical 
fortnightly  published  here,  has  urged 
President  Nixon  to  repent  privately  and 
then  publicly  ask  forgiveness  from  the 
people  of  America  for  his  “moral 
delinquency.” 

In  the  lead  editorial  in  its  June  7  issue, 
the  magazine  also  says  that  it  would  be 
better  for  the  President  to  be  either 
impeached  or  acquitted  by  Congress  than 
for  him  to  resign  from  office. 

The  editorial,  titled  “Should  Nixon 
Resign?”,  declares  that  “whether  guilty 
or  innocent  of  impeachable  offenses  — 
‘treason,  bribery,  or  other  high  crimes 
and  misdemeanors’  —  he  bears  the 
ultimate  responsibility  for  what 
Watergate  has  come  to  stand  for." 

It  comments  that  “evangelicals  can 
point  to  some  in  their  ranks  whose 
private  or  public  conduct  is  disgraceful, 
perhaps  even  worse  than  that  displayed 
by  the  Watergate  participants.”  But,  the 
editorial  continues,  “the  defense  of  the 


President’s  moral  failures  by  John 
McLaughlin,  a  deputy  special  assistant 
to  the  President  who  is  also  a  Jesuit 
priest,  is  particularly  shocking.” 

Christianity  Today  asserts  that  “to 
recognize  that  the  President  is  a  human 
being  is  one  thing;  to  try  to  justify  his 
moral  delinquency  is  quite  another. 
McLaughlin  has  performed  no  service  to 
the  President  by  defending  him  when  he 
should  have  urged  him,  to  repent  and  to 
seek  God's  and  the  nation’s  forgiveness. 

In  conclusion,  the  editorial  comments 
that  “the  President  would  be  well  ad¬ 
vised  to  seek  the  forgiveness  of  God  by 
repenting  privately  and  then  by  going  to 
the  people  publicly  and  asking  for  their 
forgiveness.  And  those  who  have  mer¬ 
cilessly  pursued  him  and  un- 
compassionately  sought  by  every  means 
to  do  him  in  should  examine  their  own 
souls.  Repentance  might  not  win  Mr. 
Nixon  acceptance  by. all,  but  it  could  get 
him  off  tod  new  start  if  his  exit  from  the 
stage  is  deferred  until  January,  1977.” 


Bantering  with  the  crowd 

LONDON  —  A  bright  Spring  Sunday  afternoon  in  Hyde  Park  here  recently  found 
British  Methodist  preacher  Donald  Soper  bantering  with  the  crowd  much  as  he  has 
done  for  nearly  half  a  century.  Following  in  the  footsteps  of  John  Wesley,  Dr.  Soper 
takes  his  message  to  the  people  out-of-doors  twice  each  week.  Most  of  the  time  is 
spent  reacting  to  questions,  political  as  well  as  religious.  A  Socialist.  Dr.  Soper  is  a 
member  of  the  House  of  Lords.  He  also  is  known  for  his  strong  stand  against  alcohol 
and  for  his  pacifism. 
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UMC  phenomenon  inspires  millions 


By  BILL  BUCHANAN 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

NASHVILLE  —  The  old  adage  that  one 
should  never  judge  a  book  by  its  cover  is 
not  always  apt,  particularly  if  the  book 
happens  to  be  “The  Upper  Room.” 

The  covers  of  this  pocket-size  United 
Methodist  periodical  always  feature 
inspirational  scenes  —  usually  art 
reproductions  —  making  the  covers 
entirely  consistent  with  the  magazine’s 
printed  material,  which,  likewise,  is 
always  inspirational. 

But  the  publishers  of  this  bi-monthly 
phenomenon  —  its  circulation  is  holding 
steady  at  3  million  —  hope  you  don’t  stop 
with  the  visual  inspiration;  there’s  an 
inspirational  meditation  on  each  page. 
And  the  chances  are  pretty  good  that 
reading  each  one  will  benefit  you  in  a 
different  way,  contend  the  editors. 

Theory  explained 

The  theory  is,  explains  Editor  Wilson 
0.  Weldon,  that  “a  person  who  has  some 
kind  of  meditative  experience  is  usually 
the  person  who  is  going  to  experience 
victorious  living.” 

The  magazine’s  meditations,  he 
continued,  are  designed  to  assist  one  in 
developing  one’s  own  inner  spiritual 
strength  by  reading  brief  accounts  of  how 
others  have  developed  theirs. 

The  more  finely  honed  this  inner 
spiritual  vitality  is,  continued  the  editor, 
the  more  capable  one  is  of  dealing  with 
life. 

Those  who  ignore  the  inner  spiritual 
life  —  the  interaction  of  one’s  inner  most 
self  with  “The  Still  Small  Voice”  —  “are 


more  likely  to  stumble  because  they 
depend  on  their  own  strength  rather  than 
asking  God  to  help  them.  And  we’re 
trying  to  keep  people  from  stumbling  by 
offering  tools  to  help  them  keep  in  touch 
with  their  inner  spiritual  life.” 

And  in  the  process  of  trying  to  keep 
people  from  “stumbling”  the  publishers 
of  “The  Upper  Room”  stumbled  across  a 
success  formula  that  has  put  the  en¬ 
terprise  “up  front”  in  the  field  of 
devotional  publications. 

Unlike  most  denominationally-inspired 
publications,  says  Mr.  Weldon,  the 
magazine  has  never  used  “one  dime  of 
general  church  funds.” 

But  that’s  only  the  first  of  a  long  line  of 
impressive  credentials  the  little  bi¬ 
monthly  periodical  has  piled  up  in  its  39- 
year  history. 

It  has  moved  from  a  small  regional 
publication  (it  was  originally  founded  to 
serve  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
South)  to  an  international  ecumenical 
venture. 

Although  it  is  still  owned  and  operated 
by  the  United  Methodist  Church’s 
General  Board  of  Discipleship,  only  60 
percent  of  its  U.S.  circulation  is  United 
Methodist. 

In  his  book  “A  Twentieth  Century 
Miracle”  which  describes  the  success 
story  of  “The  Upper  Room,”  G.  Ernest 
Thomas  points  out  that  the  magazine  has 
been  officially  designated  by  11  other 
denominations  as  a  devotional  guide  for 
families. 

Further,  says  Mr.  Thomas,  “orders  for 
copies  of  the  devotional  guide  have  been 
received  from  congregations  and  in¬ 


Theologian  urges  return 
to  serious  work  of  God 


CHICAGO  (RNS)  —  A  theologian 
identified  with  the  “God  is  dead” 
movement  of  a  decade  ago  has  issued  a 
call  urging  theology  to  return  to  the 
serious  work  of  serving  God. 

Dr.  Paul  van  Buren  appealed  not  for 
more  “trendy  titles”  but  for  “response  to 
Easter." 

A  professor  at  Philadelphia’s  Temple 
University  he  wrote  on  “Theology  Now” 
in  the  May  29  issue  of  “the  Christian 
Century,"  an  ecumenical  weekly. 

He  displayed  a  significant  change  of 
mind  since  the  early  1960s  when,  by  his 
own  earlier  admission,  he  was  trying  to 
“make  sense  out  of  God.” 

“Either  theology  has  to  take  up  the 
painful,  impossible  task  of  trying  to  say 
what  can’t  be  said,  or  it  had  better  pack 
up  its  bags  and  go  home,”  Dr.  van  Buren 
declared,  before  launching  into  a 
discussion  of  Christ. 

Theology,  he  continued,  is  about  active 
hesponse  —  not  talk  —  to  Easter.  The 
implications  Dr.  van  Buren  finds  in  such 
an  assertion  have  similarities  with  the 
Neo-Orthodox  theology  associated  with 
the  late  Karl  Barth. 

God  —  not  people  —  is  the  Liberator. 
“Whatever  else  Easter  leads  us  to  say,  it 
opens  us  first  of  all  to  say  Yes  in  response 
to  God’s  Yes  .  .  .  There  is  one  greater  and 
stranger  than  any  thoughts  or 
imaginings  we  may  have  had  about  an 
Absolute,  a  Transcendent,  a  Wholly 
Other.” 

Response  to  Easter,  Dr.  van  Buren 
wrote,  is  both  theological  and  political. 
The  political  dimension,  in  his  thinking, 
is  acceptance  of  “the  call  to  warfare” 
against  all  oppressive  forces,  spiritual 
and  material. 

“No  blueprint  has  been  given  us  for 
this  warfare,”  he  said,  “no  plan  of  battle 
or  map  of  the  terrain.  Instead  we  are 
given  freedom  to  find  our  own  way,  to 
become  witnesses  by  making  use  of  this 


freedom  and  daring  to  exercise  it  — 
freedom  to  discover  that  God’s  liberation 
really  is  for  men  and  women.” 


dividuals  in  38  denominations  in  the 
United  States.” 

But  the  U.S.  proved  to  be  only  the 
launching  pad.  The  magazine  is  now 
published  in  40  languages  from  Amharic 
to  Urdu  in  48  separate  editions. 

Mr.  Weldon,  who  has  edited  the 
publication  since  1967,  said  he  is 
frequently  asked  what  makes  the 
magazine  so  successful. 

One  of  the  greatest  boons,  he  said,  is 
the  magazine’s  very  conscious 
ecumenical  stance. 

The  term  United  Methodist  is  not  even 
mentioned  in  the  magazine  in  connection 
with  publishing  credentials,  and  the 
meditations  which  are  submitted 
voluntarily  —  mostly  from  lay  people  — 
come  from  all  parts  of  the  globe  and 
represent  persons  from  a  variety  of 
denominations. 

Editor  explains  philosophy 

But,  says  Mr.  Weldon,  the  philosophy 
"gets  down  to  what  I  call  the  ABCs: 

•*A  —  We  always  try  to  be  affirmative. 
Of  course  there  must  always  be  room  for 
doubts  and  questions.  But  doubts  seem  to 
be  raised  in  so  many  other  quarters  that 
we  make  a  conscious  attempt  to  be  af¬ 
firmative. 

“B  —  We  emphasize  Biblical  brevity. 
That  is,  we  take  a  small  portion  of 
scripture  and  interpret  it  briefly  through 
each  meditation.  Now  that’s  not  always 
as  easy  as  it  appears  to  someone  who 
reads  the  meditation  in  a  minute  or  so. 
Many  people  have  told  me  that  it’s  easier 
to  write  a  20-minute  sermon  than  a  one 
minute  meditation. 

“C  —  Clarity  is  our  third  emphasis.  We 
try  to  make  the  meditations  clear  to  the 
point  that  there  will  be  no  doubt  about 
what  is  being  said.” 

Now,  if  all  this  talk  of  meditation  has 
left  you  with  the  impression  that  the  folks 
at  “The  Upper  Room”  have  sequestered 
themselves  from  the  world,  you  are 
mistaken. 


Mr.  Weldon  explains  that  the  emphasis 
at  “The  Upper  Room”  is  placed  on  the 
inner  life  because  of  the  belief  that  one’s 
inner  spirituality  is  directly  connected 
with  the  way  in  which  one  functions  as  a 
Christian  in  the  world. 

"The  old  idea  that  piety  is  an  end  in 
itself  is  not  a  part  of  ‘The  Upper  Room’ 
philosophy,”  said  Mr.  Weldon.  “We  try  to 
motivate  people.  We  want  them  to  go  out 
and  do  something  after  they’ve 
meditated.” 

To  accomplish  this  end,  continued  Mr. 
Weldon,  “The  Upper  Room”  has 
blossomed  from  a  magazine  into  a 
distinctive  movement  which  uses  many 
forms  of  the  media  to  implement  its 
ministry. 

In  addition  to  “The  Upper  Room”  that 
most  persons  see,  the  publishers  also  put 
out  a  variety  of  other  resource  material, 
ranging  from  youth  magazines  such  as 
“Alive  Now”  to  special  volumes  of 
meditations  for  the  ill.  Inspirational  hard 
back  books  are  also  a  big  item,  as  are 
braille  and  “talking  books”  for  the  blind. 

Ultimately,  says  Mr.  Thomas,  it  is 
probably  the  magazine’s  attention  to  the 
individual  human  element  that  has 
catapulted  “The  Upper  Room”  to  its 
lofty  position  in  the  religious  publishing 
field. 

“  ‘The  Upper  Room’,”  he  explains, 
“has  always  been  person-centered,  and  it 
still  is.  It  grows  because  people  find 
satisfaction  in  its  pages  for  the  haunting 
longings  in  their  hearts  ...  It  is  a  part  of 
the  thrilling  record  of  achievement  that 
‘The  Upper  Room’  meets  human  needs 
wherever  they  are.” 


NASHVILLE  —  The  Upper  Room  building  here,  with  its  library  and  museum, 
attracts  thousands  of  visitors  annually. 


Struggling  with  social  issues 

‘ Church  and  Society ’  unit  tackles  wide  range  of  problems 


UMC  senator  applauds  salvation 
of  Watergate’s  Charles  Colson 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  Sen.  Harold 
Hughes  (D-Iowa),  who  has  announced 
plans  to  leave  public  office  to  engage  in 
full-time  Christian  work,  has  declared 
that  he  believes  former  White  House  aide 
Charles  Colson  has  accepted  Christ  as  his 
Saviour  and  that  he  “has  salvation.” 

Sen.  Hughes,  who  is  a  member  of  a 
weekly  prayer  group  in  Washington  that 
includes  Mr.  Colson,  made  the  comments 
in  an  interview  with  CBS  newsman  Mike 
Wallace  on  60  Minutes,  the  network’s 
weekly  “magazine  series.” 

Describing  his  feelings  at  the  time  he 
left  the  White  House  in  1973,  Mr.  Colson 
said,  "I  had  an  emptiness  that  was  based 
upon  wanting  to  find  some  other  high 
mountain  that  I  could  scale  or  something 
else  I  could  point  to  my  friends  and  my 
family  and  say,  ‘Look  how  good  Chuck 
Colson  is.’  ” 

The  former  White  House  aide  com¬ 
mented  that  “in  politics  there  is  a  kind  of 
a  feeling  that  anything  goes  because 
you’ve  got  to  win  and  you’ve  got  an  object 
—  an  objective,  and  you’re  going  to  do 
what’s  necessary  to  get  your  point  of 
view  across.” 

With  regard  to  the  obligations  placed 
upon  a  person  after  becoming  a 
Christian,  Mr.  Colson  said,  “I  don’t  think 
you  have  to  go  back ;  I  think  it  would  be 
unfair  to  people  who  are  watching  this 
program  to  give  them  the  impression 
that  if  they  really  are  seeking  a  spiritual 


commitment  and  they  find  Christ  and 
accept  Christ  in  their  life,  that  one  of  the 
prices  they  have  to  pay  is  to  go  back  and 
try  and  redo  things  that  they’ve  done  in 
the  past.  Nobody  can  do  that.” 

At  the  close  of  the  interview,  Sen. 
Hughes,  a  United  Methodist  layman, 
made  what  reporter  Wallace  described 
as  “a  kind  of  benediction  on  Charles 
Colson.”  He  decalred: 

“I  know  that  Chuck  Colson  accepts 
Jesus  Christ  as  his  personal  Saviour.  I 
know  by  that  very  acceptance  and 
surrender  to  Jesus  Christ  that  the  debts 
for  all  his  sins  were  paid  on  that  cross  two 
thousand  years  ago  in  the  spiritual 
realms.  That  does  not  absolve  man’s 
physical  needs  in  a  material  world  for  the 
justice  of  the  courts.  But  it  certainly 
cleanses  his  soul  and  his  being  for 
eternity.” 

In  clu/rch  school 


DENVER  —  Contrary  to  some  thinking 
afoot  in  the  church  today,  members  of 
the  denomination’s  various  boards  and 
agencies  do  not  just  blithely  pluck 
resolutions  on  social  issues  out  of  the  air. 

The  process  leading  up  to  a  decision  on 
what  position  to  take  on  any  given  issue  is 
a  long  and  frequently  painful  one  as 
members  of  the  United  Methodism’s 
Division  of  General  Welfare  of  the  Board 
of  Church  and  Society  discovered  here 
recently. 

Convened  for  a  two-day  consultation  on 
“Persons  and  Their  Civil  Liberties,”  the 
group  heard  presentations  on  a  variety  of 
issues  ranging  from  marijuana  to 
homosexuality. 

It  was  a  heavy  dose  of  definitions, 
theology,  legal  aspects  and  historic 
review  of  the  issues,  along  with 
suggestions  for  action,  as  the  group 
equipped  itself  for  potential  action. 

For  many,  it  was  the  first  time 
they  had  knowingly  come  face  to  face 
with  a  homosexual  or  seriously  con¬ 
templated  the  problem  of  child  abuse. 
But  even  though  there  were  moments  of 
discomfort,  said  Grover  Bagby, 
associate  general  secretary  of  the 
division,  the  meeting  was  a  productive 


Learning  center  proves  value 


Classified 

Rate:  25c  per  word,  figure  or  Initial  per  In¬ 
sertion.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on 
contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  in  advance.  Minimum  charge  of  $6.25 

SPECIAL  PLANNED  "AROUND  WORLD"  | 

TOUR.  November.  Rev.  Kirk.  3005  -  59th, 
Lubbock.  Texas. 

GOSPEL  SONG  WRITERS:  Let  us  help  you 
get  that  song  written  down  on  paper  — 
professionally  and  low  cost.  Gospel  Lead 
Sheets.  Box  1767.  Lubbock.  Texas  79406. 

urgently  needs  all  volumes  of  Interpreter's 

Bible.  Write:  Ed  Milano.  1215  Rushmore  Dr.. 
Colorado  Springs.  Colo.  80910.  Can  pay 
nominal  fee. 

A  UNIQUE  OPPORTUNITY.  A  successful 
retired  salesman  or  minister  to  represent  one 
of  America's  fastest  growing  religious  radio 
programs  In  your  area.  Exceptionally  good 
Income  potenUal.  If  Interested,  write. 

DELUXE  ORIENTAL  TOUR:  Rev.  and  Mrs. 

Ed  Laux.  experienced  escorts.  Invite  you  to 
join  them.  3  weeks  In  August  74.  Brochure 
available.  Write:  Rev.  Ed  Laux.  6247 
Annapolis.  Dallas.  Texas  75214. 

32802 

THIRD  CONFERENCE  ON  Minister  .al  Ex- 

HOUSE  PARENTS  NEEDED:  Couples 
needed  to  live  In  and  work  with  up  to  10  teenage 
boys  or  girls  with  adjustment  problems. 
Salary,  housing  allowance  and  benefits.  Dr. 
Allen  D.  McCune.  Assistant  Director,  United 
Methodist  Youthvllle,  Inc.,  P.O.  Box  210, 
Newton.  Kansas  67114. 

July  29- August  2.  1974.  With  Seward  Hiltner, 
Melvin  Wheatley,  Thomas  Shipp.  Lawrence 
uacour,  John  Cassem  and  others.  Host 
church — First  United  Methodist.  420  N.  Ne¬ 
vada,  Colorado  Springs,  Co.  80902.  Interfaith. 
National.  (Registration-Meals  —  $60). 

GREEK  ISLAND  CRUISE:  Seven  days 
Greece  following  St.  Paul's  Missionary 
Journeys.  New  York  departure  September 

14th.  Experienced  escort.  For  brochure: 
Herman  Netzela.  3924  Roxton  Avenue.  Los 
Angeles  90006. 

PREGNANT?  UNMARRIED?  Give  your  baby 
a  home  and  a  chance  at  life!  The  Methodist 
Mission  Home  In  San  Antonio  offers  a  com¬ 
plete,  confidential  service  on  your  problems. 

Good  living  situation,  warm  acceptance,  best  1 

medical  care,  expert  counseling  and  con¬ 
tinuing  high  school  education.  Call  or  write:  1 

JERUSALEM  WORLDWIDE  METHODIST 
Evangelism  Convocation  Included  In  our  fifth 

Rev.  Harold  Burkhardt.  6487  Whitby  Rd.,  San 
Antcnlo.  Texas  78210.  Phone  (512)  696-2410. 

York.  $679.  Rev  Anthony  Webster.  Box  45505. 
Houston.  Texas  77045.  (713) -433-3690. 

A  VACATION  THAT'S  SENSIBLE:  Ski  lodge 
chalets  In  the  pines  of  East  Texas.  Reasonable 

HOMEPARENTS  NEEDED  for  child  care. 
These  are  full  time  positions  for  married 
couples  with  no  dependents.  In  addition  to 
salary,  we  provide  meals,  laundry  service, 
living  quarters  while  on  duty,  sick  leave;  also 
Insurance  and  retirement  programs  are 

facilities.  Play  golf,  tennis,  croquet,  bumper 
pool;  relax  at  pool  side,  stocked  lake;  enjoy 
club  facilities.  Garden  Valley  Golf  and  Tennis 
Resort.  Int.  20.  Exit  110.  70  mile*  east  of 
Dallas.  Reservations:  1 214 >-882-3687.  or  write 
Hunter  Brush.  Box  500,  Lindale.  Texas  75771. 

available  Applicants  must  be  non-smokers, 
non-drinkers,  high  school  graduate,  preferably 
with  college  training.  These  positions  can 
provide  very  rewarding  experiences.  Please 
contact  the  personnel  Department.  Methodist 
Home.  1111  Herring  Ave.,  Waco.  Texas  76706. 

UNITED  METHODIST  HERITAGE  TOUR  of 
England  with  Bishop  O.  Eugene  Slater.  Nine 
days  beginning  November  25,  1974  from  San 
Antonio.  $499.00.  For  brochure:  Bob  Sanders. 

Box  793.  Winters.  Texas  79567.  <91 5) -754-5213. 

By  BOB  MILLER 

HAMILTON,  TX  (UMN)  —  For  some 
time  I  have  been  hearing  of  a  “radical” 
new  way  of  teaching  that  is  being  em¬ 
ployed  in  a  children’s  class  at  First 
United  Methodist  Church  here  .  .  a 
technique  they  call  “the  learning  center” 
approach  to  teaching. 

Curiosity  perked,  I  attended  one  of  the 
class  sessions  recently. 

Although  I  arrived  10  minutes  early, 
some  children  (and  one  teacher)  were 
already  there.  A  little  girl  was  lying  on  a 
throw  rug  in  one  corner  of  the  room 
printing  with  a  felt  tip  pen  on  a  poster 
board  a  message  that  began,  “Lord,  help 
us  to.  .  .  ” 

A  little  boy  was  on  the  floor  in  another 
corner  of  the  room  projecting  some  slide 
drawings  onto  the  wall,  which  I  later 
learned  were  his  own  hand-drawn  in¬ 
terpretations  of  the  lesson  of  the  day 
about  Jesus’  healing. 

Still  another  boy  was  kneeling  by  a 
record  player  listening  intently  to  what 
sounded  like  rock  music,  which  indeed 
was  rock  music  but  with  words  on  the 
lesson  of  that  particular  Sunday. 

By  starting  time,  a  dozen  or  so  kids 
were  on  hand,  scattered  over  the  room 
with  individuals  and  small  groups  doing 
a  half  dozen  apparently  unrelated  things. 
Three  teachers  moved  about,  pausing 
only  long  enough  to  answer  a  question 
here,  give  a  word  of  advice  there,  and  to 
show  how  to  do  something  that  some 
child  was  finding  difficult. 

At  one  table,  two  boys  were  drawing 
crude  figures  on  pieces  of  35  mm  film. 

At  another  several  children  were 
wearing  ear  phones  connected  to  a  tape 
player,  listening  intently.  At  some  point 
in  their  listening,  they  simultaneously 
look  off  the  ear  phones,  picked  up 
Testaments,  and  turned  to  the  lesson  in 
the  Gospel  of  St.  Mark.  After  reading  a 
few  minutes,  they  put  the  earphones  on 
again,  and  soon  began  to  write  on  scratch 
pads  as  they  listened. 

Meanwhile,  other  children  were  fishing 
for  paper  fish  with  poles  contrived  (if 
yardsticks,  string  and  magnets  rather 
than  hooks.  The  fish  also  had  small  mag¬ 
nets  affixed.  When  luck  turned  good,  a 
youngster  would  pull  a  fish  from  the 
"water"  (really  a  dry  tub)  and  read  a 
message  that  was  handprinted  on  tHd 
fish. 


Others  continued  to  make  slides,  film 
strips  and  posters,  listen  to  the  record 
player,  and  a  half  dozen  other  things. 
From  time  to  time  at  his  own  discretion, 
a  child  would  move  from  one  center  to 
another. 

“This  is  teaching?”  I  wondered,  as  the 
kind  of  things  I  have  mentioned  went  on 
for  a  half  hour  or  more.  There  was  no 
apparent  organization.  There  was  cer¬ 
tainly  no  one  prodding  a  child  into  doing 
something  he  didn’t  want  to.  Yet,  it  was 
obvious  that  the  kids  were  totally  ab¬ 
sorbed  and  enjoying  whatever  they  had 
picked  out  to  do. 

Near  the  end  of  the  allotted  class  time, 
all  the  children  drew  chairs  up  in  an  arc 
around  the  three  teachers.  One  of  the 
teachers  read  the  Scripture  message  of 
the  day  and  then  asked  each  of  the 
children  to  show  what  he  had  learned 
that  morning  about  Jesus  the  healer. 

Some  showed  film  strips  they  had 
made  in  the  earlier  part  of  the  session. 

Some  showed  slides,  or  posters  giving 
their  interpretations  of  things  in  today’s 
world  that  typify  the  Christian  attitude  of 
healing. 

By  the  time  the  class  ended,  I  was  no 
longer  in  doubt.  I  had  indeed  seen  a  new 
way  of  teaching,  one  that  is  very  ef¬ 
fective. 


In  case  of  fire... 

FORT  OGDEN,  Fla  —  Usually 
when  a  church  catches  on  fire  you 
send  for  the  fire  department,  not 
the  preacher. 

But  when  the  United  Methodist 
Church  here  caught  on  fire,  they 
sent  for  both  —  in  one  man,  the 
Rev.  Norman  O.  Edwards,  a 
retired  United  Methodist  minister 
who  is  also  chief  of  the  Fort  Ogden 
Fire  Department. 

The  blaze  was  confined  to  the 
framework  of  a  large  stained  glass 
window  in  the  east  wall.  The 
windows  were  removed  and  saved. 
1  The  church’s  pastor,  the  Rev. 
Victor  Coleman,  expressed  hope 
the  damage  would  be  repaired  so 
the  annual  homecoming  scheduled 
for  later  this  month  could  go  off  as 
ustial. 


and  positive  experience. 

In  setting  the  stage  with  a  talk  on  “A 
Theology  of  Human  Personhood,”  Dr. 
Harvey  H.  Potthoff  of  The  Iliff  School  of 
Theology  here  stressed  that  “The 
mainstream  of  Christian  thought  has 
perceived  man  as  a  relational  creature, 
linked  with  the  earth,  other  human 
beings,  traditions  and  societies  in  bonds 
of  support,  meaning,  and  sometimes 
judgment.” 

The  Denver  professor  asserted,  “It  will 
not  do  for  the  church  to  talk  about  its 
doctrines  only  in  the  abstract.  It  must 
articulate  them  in  relation  to  issues  such 
as  these.”  One  way  to  make  God  real  to 
persons,  he  added,  “is  to  show  them  the 
meaning  of  their  own  humanity.” 

Background  concerning  civil  liberties 
and  the  law  came  from  David  E.  Engdahl 
of  the  University  of  Colorado  law  faculty, 
who  reminded  that  religious  judgments 
have  been  “primary  in  shaping 
American  moral  and  legal  judgments.” 
He  noted  that  the  use  of  secular  punish¬ 
ment  for  private  offenses,  against 
religious  laws,  dates  back  to  the 
theocracy  of  the  early  Massachusetts 
colony. 

Of  the  meeting’s  specific  subjects,  that 
of  homosexuality  dominated,  with 
discussion  of  behavior,  identification, 
history,  legal  and  religious  aspects  by 
Dr.  Leigh  Roberts,  a  psychiatrist  with 
the  University  of  Wisconsin  Medical 
School,  and  Earl  G.  Stokes,  a  San 
Francisco  attorney  and  member  of  the 
division,  an  announced  homosexual. 

Warning  that  homosexuality  “may  be 
as  controversial  an  issue  as  any  we  face 
in  the  1976  General  Conference,”  Dr. 
Roberts  stressed  the  need  for  un¬ 
derstanding  and  for  more  knowledge  and 
less  misinformation  about  the  subject. 
There  is  no  single  cause  of  homosexual 
behavior,  he  said,  but  biological  factors 
are  limited,  while  several  psycho-socio¬ 
cultural  factors  are  dominant. 

Dr.  Roberts  pointed  out  that 
homosexuality  is  no  longer  considered  a 
mental  illness  by  the  American 
Psychiatric  Association;  that  laws 
prescribe  standards  for  sexual  behavior, 
but  that  few  persons  are  punished  under 
them;  that  Jesus  did  not  refer  to 
homosexuality,  but  the  Old  Testament 
and  Paul’s  letters  “clearly  say  ‘no’.”  He 
added  that  the  U.S.  and  the  USSR  are  the 
only  Western  countries  which  officially 
proscribe  homosexual  behavior. 

Stokes  said  that  eight  states  and  the 
District  of  Columbia  have  now  removed 
“private,  consensual  adult  sexual  ac¬ 
tivity,”  which  would  include  much 
homosexual  behavior,  from  the  realm  of 
law. 

On  the  subject  of  child  abuse,  par¬ 
ticipants  were  told  that  parents  who  beat 
their  children  have  usually  experienced 
similar  treatment.  Therefore,  punish¬ 
ment  should  be  replaced  with  an  attempt 
to  “give  them  (the  beaters)  the  love  they 
missed,"  according  to  a  pediatrician.  Dr. 
Hendrika  Cantwell  of  Denver’s  Neigh¬ 
borhood  Health  Program  urged  de¬ 
criminalizing  the  approach  to  dealing 
with  child  abuse,  replacing  the  legal 
adversary  system.  She  also  called  for 
every  child  to  have  “a  right  to  a  visiting 
nurse  or  home  visitor”  as  an  element  of 
prevention. 

Noting  that  60,000  cases  of  child 
beating  are  reported  each  year  in  the 
U.S.,  cutting  across  all  class  lines,  Dr. 
Cantwell  held  that  some  cases  are  caused 
by  society’s  attitude  that  “child  care  is 
the  lowliest  job  and  the  least  rewarded.” 

Understanding  of  drugs  as  “built  into 
nature”  and  subject  to  use,  mis-use  and 
abuse  was  called  for  by  Dr.  Sam  Irwin  of 
the  University  of  Oregon  Medical  School 
faculty.  He  pointed  out  that  de¬ 
criminalization  of  marijuana  in  Oregon 
did  not  exacerbate  problems  of  law 
enforcement  but  simplified  them,  giving 
police  more  time  for  other  duties. 

Dr.  Irwir.  was  highly  critical  of  the 
acceptance  of  alcohol  in  American 
society,  since  alcohol  “brings  out 


aggressiveness  and  competitiveness” 
and  becomes  destructive. 

“The  drugs  we  have  made  available 
are  the  most  destructive,”  he  declared, 
with  alcohol  as  “one  of  the  highest  in 
hazard  potential.”  In  contrast,  he  con¬ 
sidered  marijuana  as  tending  to  reduce 
aggressiveness. 

Donald  Goff,  New  York,  director  of  the 
prison  project  for  the  U.S.  Commission 
on  Civil  Rights,  reminded  that  prison  is 
“where  the  most  powerless  people  are” 
and  questioned  whether  prisons’  roles  is 
for  rehabilitation  or  punishment.  He  held 
“you  can’t  take  everything  away  that 
makes  a  person  what  he  is  and  expect 
him  to  be  a  person  when  released.” 

Reviewing  the  changes  in  some  places 
toward  more  open,  less  oppressive,  in¬ 
stitutions,  Goff  declared  that  racial 
problems  do  not  exist  in  prisons  that  are 
open.  He  called  for  a  “greater  com¬ 
munity  interest”  as  the  highest  priority 
in  forcing  penal  institutions  toward 
needed  changes. 

Prior  to  the  division  consultation, 
Stokes  conducted  an  unofficial  gathering 
of  several  division  members  with  more 
than  a  dozen  persons  from  Denver’s  “gay 
community.”  During  that  session,  Stokes 
pointed  out  that,  in  the  area  of  sex,  “the 
burden  of  guilt  usually  shifts  to  the  ac¬ 
cused.”  He  noted  that,  in  addition  to 
being  told  from  birth  that  they  are  in¬ 
ferior  and  incompetent,  “gays”  are 
harassed  in  such  ways  as  the  revocation 
of  driver’s  licenses,  cancellation  of  in¬ 
surance  policies  and  leases  and  job 
discrimination. 

The  gays  whom  some  board  members 
met  and  talked  with  included  several 
couples,  a  trans-sexual,  Lesbians  and  one 
Midwestern  minister  who  had  surren¬ 
dered  his  credentials  as  a  United 
Methodist  pastor  and  now  is  a  pastor  in 
the  Metropolitan  Community  Church 
(MCC),  the  gay  denomination  with 
congregations  in  many  American  cities. 


Summer  Music  Camp 

BAND  AND  CHOIR 

JUNE  17-29 

MC  MURRY  COLLEGE 
ABILENE,  TEXAS 


1.  Exciting  Musical  Training 
For  Jr.  and  Sr.  High  School 
Students. 

2.  Advanced  College  Credit  For 
Music  Teachers. 

Dr.  David  Blackburn 
Camp  Director 
Mr.  Roger  Rush 
Instrumental  Director 

OPPORTUNITIES  FOR  YOUTH 

(1)  Choral  training:  summer  concert  choir- 
ensembles-folk  groups.  (2)  Instrumental 
training:  summer  concert  band-ensembles-lab 
band  (3)  Conducting.  (4)  Organ.  (5)  Voice. 
(6)  Piano.  (7)  Theory.  (8)  Twirling,  drum 
majoring.  (9)  Guitar.  (Private  and  class  In¬ 
struction.) 


OPPORTUNITIES  FOR 
MUSIC  TEACHERS 

(1)  Four  hours  college  credit  in  education 
courses  (S36  per  semester  hr.  plus  housing  and 
food) :  a.  Techniques  in  Arranging  2  hrs.  -  Dr. 
Malcolm  Sumerlin;  b.  Vocal  and  Choral 
Techniques  2  hrs.  Dr.  David  Blackburn  -  for 
the  high  school  vocal. 

Camp  Recreation  and 
Distinguished  Concert  Series  - 
Outstanding  Staff  -  Creative 
Learning  in  Music. 

Total  Cost  For  Entire  Camp: 

$1 10  (air  conditioned  living)  —  Housing  -  $10, 
Food  -  $50,  Tuition  -  $50. 

For  further  information,  write:  Dr.  David 
Blackburn.  Summer  Music  Camp,  McMurry 
College,  Abilene,  Texas  79605. 
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NEW  DEACONS:  Newly  ordained  as  deacons  at  Annual  Conference  are:  LEFT  TO 
RIGHT:  Paul  Stephens,  Ronald  Lee  Ball,  Dick  Welch,  Randy  Nichols,  Randy 
Gammill,  Louis  Chrisman,  John  Sewell,  Paul  Singletary,  Emile  Ennis,  Joe  Brown, 
Harvey  Delery,  Ken  Carroll,  Doug  Cain  [obscured]  Cleveland  Herr,  Jim 
Hengstenberg,  Pete  Medak,  Jim  Richardson,  Tim  Lawson,  and  Tom  Rowe. 


Roll  of  the  honored  dead 
given  at  opening  service 


The  Service  of  Commemoration  which 
is  the  opening  ceremony  at  each  Annual 
Conference  was  held  at  First  Church, 
Shreveport,  on  May  28.  Speaker  for  this 
event  was  the  Reverend  Alfred  L.  Norris, 
pastor,  First  Street  church,  New 
Orleans.  Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield 
officiated  at  the  service  of  Holy  Com¬ 
munion  following  the  address. 

Those  pastors  and  widows  of  pastors 
who  died  this  past  Conference  year  were : 
Daniel  Moore,  Sr.,  Mrs.  George  (Emma) 
Fox,  Charles  Summerfield  Walker,  Jr., 
Mrs.  Robert  L.  (Mary)  Weldon,  William 
R.  Irving,  Jr.;  Claude  0.  Hall,  D.  B. 


Boddie,  Mrs.  William  Dailey  (Mary) 
Martin;  Mrs.  Guy  M.  (Bess)  Hicks,  Allen 
R.  Reeves,  Sr.,  William  Dailey  Martin, 
Mrs.  W.  H.  (Mollie)  Bengston,  Mrs. 
Claude  Karlos  (Zoe)  Smith,  Harry  E. 
Ezell,  Mrs.  A.  M.  (Eva)  Martin,  John 
David  McCrory,  Mrs.  Thomas  B. 
(Eleanor)  White,  Mrs.  William  E. 
(Beulah)  Akin,  Mrs.  Arthur  W.  (Lorrain) 
Obee,  Mrs.  W.  A.  (Hattie)  Mangum, 
■Jason  A.  Alford,  Mrs.  J.  Miller  (Laura) 
Poledore  and  Mrs.  W.  W.  Perry. 

Rev.  Leland  D.  Wade  was  the  liturgist 
for  the  service. 


Jackson,  Galloway  named 
to  Centenary  Trustees 


Will  H.  Jackson,  vice  president  of  the 
Commercial  National  Bank  of 
Shreveport,  and  Dr.  Benedict  A. 
Galloway,  pastor  of  Noel  Memorial 
church,  Shreveport,  have  been  named  to 
the  board  of  Trustees  of  Centenary 
College  by  the  recent  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  session. 

Their  nominations  were  made  by  the 
nominating  committee  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  the  college  and  were  of¬ 
ficially  approved  by  a  vote  of  the  Con¬ 
ference. 

Both  will  serve  three  year  terms  on  the 
Centenary  board. 

Jackson  served  as  the  chairman  of  the 
successful  $300,000  Great  Teachers- 
Scholars  Campaign  this  year,  and  had 
previously  worked  as  a  volunteer  in  other 
Centenary  drives.  He  received  his  B.  A. 
Degree  from  Duke  University  in  1949  and 
was  employed  four  years  by  the  Chase 
Manhattan  Bank  of  New  York  before 
joining  the  Commercial  National  Bank  in 
Shreveport  in  1952. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Directors  of  the  Shreveport-Bossier 
Economic  Development  Council,  The 
Louisiana  State  Fair  Association  and  the 
Family  Counseling  and  Children’s 
Service  Bureau.  He  was  formerly  on  the 


Galloway  Jackson 

board  of  the  First  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Shreveport.  He  and  his  wife, 
the  former  Phyllis  Reynolds  of 
Shreveport  live  with  their  six  children  in 
Shreveport. 

Dr.  Galloway  is  a  native  of  New 
Orleans  and  graduated  from  LSU  with 
honors  in  1938  and  the  Duke  University 
School  of  Divinity  in  1941.  He  was 
awarded  an  honorary  Doctor  of  Divinity 
Degree  from  Centenary  College  in  1965. 
His  first  appointment  was  to  the  Zachary 
church  and  he  has  since  served  at 
Franklinton,  Natchitoches  and  Houma. 

He  was  named  District  Superintendent 
of  the  New  Orleans  District  in  1960  and 
served  there  for  two  years  before 
becoming  pastor  of  the  Rayne  Memorial 
church  in  New  Orleans.  He  came  to 
Shreveport  in  1972  as  pastor  of  the  Noel 
church. 


RETIRED  MINISTERS:  Shown  are  10  of  the  ministers  of  the  conferences  who 
retired  at  Annual  Conference,  along  with  members  of  their  families.  Those  granted 
the  Superannuate  Relationship  were:  Daniel  Ray  Deen,  Lawrence  L.  Gilbert,  Jolly 
B.  Harper,  Chapman  John  Harrison,  Charles  Henry  Hayes,  William  Frank  Howell, 
Ellis  C.  Slater,  A.  W.  Townsend,  Jr.,  Ernest  M.  Dill,  Benjamin  Joshua  Haynes, 
James  A.  Smith,  and  Eugene  A.  Brown. 

Around  our 
Conference 

Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield  will  of¬ 
ficiate  at  a  service  of  dedication  for  the 
Walker  church  in  Walker.  Sunday.  June 
16  at  the  11  AM  Service,  and  then  will 
dedicate  the  new  education  building  at 
Mangum  Chapel  at  3:00  PM.  Rev.  M.  L. 

Davis  is  pastor. 

Liturgical  paraments  ft.  the  Chapel  of 
the  Transfiguration  at  Camp  Egan  in 
Oklahoma  have  been  hand-made  by  Mrs. 

Pat  Richardson  and  Mrs.  Patty  Kendrick 
of  Aurora  Church  in  New  Orleans.  The 
historic  symbols  for  the  Holy  Spirit  and 
the  transfiguration  appear  in  the 
beautiful  red  velvet,  silver  and  white 
banner. 

Notice 

Effective  this  month,  the  LOUISIANA 
METHODIST  will  be  edited  in  the  offices 
of  the  Reverend  W.  Ralph  Cain,  the  new 
Area  Provost  of  the  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference.  Please  take  note  of  the  change  in 
address  at  the  top  of  this  first  page  when 
it  happens  in  the  very  near  future.  All 
subscriptions  and  news  stories  will  be 
handled  out  of  the  New  Orleans  office  at 
that  time. 


PAGES:  A  host  of  comely  young  ladies 
under  the  able  direction  of  Mrs.  Gertie 
Anderson  of  Shreveport  provided  much 
help  and  assistance  to  the  smooth 
operation  of  the  Conference  session  by 
serving  as  pages.  Among  their  duties  was 
the  handling  of  phone  calls  and  messages 
for  the  delegates.  Shown  with  the 
overhead  projector  used  to  display 
messages  to  the  members  in  the  Gold 
Dome  are  Nancy  Hurley  and  Edna 
McMillan.  Miss  McMillan  is  an  art 
student  at  Louisiana  Tech  and  practiced 
sketching  during  her  shift  at  the 
projector. 


Allen  Brown  named 


layman  of  the  year 


Allen  L.  Browr.,  ol  New  Orleans,  was 
named  Layman  of  the  Year  by  the  Board 
of  the  Laity  at  Annual  Conference.  He  is 
the  19th  person  to  be  honored  in  this  way, 
since  1955  when  the  first  presentation 
was  made,  and  the  first  black  person  to 
be  so  designated  by  the  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference. 

For  many  years,  Mr.  Brown  has  been 
active  in  his  church,  on  the  local,  con¬ 
ference,  and  national  level.  In  Con¬ 
ference  B,  he  served  as  lay  leader  of 
First  Street  church,  New  Orleans,  a  post 
he  still  holds;  vice-chairman  of  Tulane 
and  Newcomb  Wesley  Foundation; 
Treasurer  of  Peoples  United  Methodist 
Community  Center;  treasurer  of  New 
Orleans  Metro-Ministries;  member  of 
the  executive  committee,  South  Central 
Jurisdiction  and  numerous  boards  and 
agencies. 

In  the  new  Louisiana  Conference,  he 
serves  as  vice  chairman  of  the  Con¬ 
ference  Council  on  Ministries;  vice 
chairman  of  the  Conference  Board  of 
Laity  ;  delegate  to  the  1972  General  and 
Jurisdictional  Conferences;  associate 
district  lay  leader  New  Orleans  District; 
member,  Board  of  Directors,  Methodist 
Home  Hospital;  member,  Board  of 
Directors  New  Orleans  Methodist 
Hospital;  Conference  Structure  Study 
Committee;  Jurisdictional  Council  on 
Ministries;  Board  of  Directors,  Tidings. 


Brown  and  Mathenv 
Mr.  Brown  has  served  as  New  Orleans 
District  Lay  Leader  in  Conference  B  and 
Conference  B  Lay  Leader.  He  is  married, 
is  the  father  of  one  son,  and  is  an  in¬ 
surance  executive  in  New  Orleans. 

The  inscription  on  the  plaque  presented 
to  him  reads: 

“Layman  of  the  Year  Aw'ard,  presented 
to  Allen  L.  Brown,  in  appreciation  of  his 
Christian  leadership;  untiring  and  faith¬ 
ful  service  to  his  church;  and  to  laity  of 
United  Methodism:’’  Board  of  the  Laity, 
Louisiana  Conference,  United  Methodist 
Church,  1974.” 
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Subscriptions 

THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 
is  published  each  Friday. 

Cost  of  a  single  subscription 
is  $2.50  per  year. 

Send  all  subscription 
requests  to: 

LOUISIANA  METHODIST 
P.O.  Box  4325 

Shreveport,  Louisiana  71104 


The 


ReIv*?** 


Louisiana 


laiilllllkl 


VOLUME  2  NUMBER  26 


An  edition  of  THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER  Send  P.O. Form  to  Box  1076  Dallas,  Texas  75221 


JUNE  14, 1974 


e$y?rstories 

4  Please  send  all  news  stories 
and  photographs  to: 

Cecil  Bland,  Editor 
LOUISIANA  METHODIST 

P.  O.  Box  4325 

Shreveport,  Louisiana  71104 


Ordinations,  love  feast,  guest  speakers 
highlights  of  Annual  Conference 


DR.  MELVIN  TALBERT:  Bishop  Crutchfield  [CENTER]  is  shown  with  Dr.  W.  T. 
Handy  director  of  personnel  for  the  United  Methodist  Publishing  House  [LEFT]  and 
chairman  of  the  Conference  Board  of  Ministry  and  Dr.  Melvin  Talbert,  General 
Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Discipleship,  Nashville,  Tennessee,  who  was  the  guest 
speaker  at  the  May  28  opening  night  service  at  Annual  Conference. 


Bishop’s  message 

Several  of  you  have  been  gracious  in  extending  to  Mrs.  Crutchfield  and  me 
kind  felicitations  on  the  recent  arrival  of  our  granddaughter. 

Therefore,  I  must  tell  you  that  three  years  ago  when  our  grandson  was  born  in 
Ruidoso  the  attending  physician  stated  that  this  baby  was  undoubtedly  the 
finest  and  most  perfect  ever  to  be  born  in  New  Mexico  —  or  words  to  that  effect. 
Now,  our  granddaughter  has  arrived  in  Odessa,  Texas  and  the  doctor,  with 
whom  I  would  never  argue  and  whose  scientific  stance  is  unimpeachable,  has 
made  a  similar  statement  except  that  he  confined  his  remarks  to  the  large  state 
of  Texas  only. 

It  is  very  difficult  to  remain  humble  when  one  knows  he  is  the  grandfather  of 
the  finest  grandchildren  ever  to  be  born  in  both  Texas  and  New  Mexico.  I 
happen  to  have  a  few  photographs  in  my  wallet  in  case  you  would  like  to  see  for 


yourself. 


Faithfully,  /"s 

Finis  A.  Crutchfield  1 J 


NEW  ELDERS:  Received  into  full  ordination  as  elders  were:  LEFT  TO  RIGHT: 
Chris  Andrews,  Jim  McClelland,  Terry  Lowe,  Kenneth  Fisher,  Kent  Kilbourne,  Tom 
Dunbar,  Bill  Haskell,  Charles  Floyd,  Ed  Dilworth,  Gene  Finnell,  and  Louis 
Blankenbaker. 


The  Fourth  Annual  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference  session  closed  May  31  on  a  note  of 
Christian  hope  and  love  with  a  Love 
Feast,  a  unique  Christian  tradition, 
dating  back  to  before  the  birth  of 
Methodism.  Every  conference  session 
experiences  at  least  one  day  of  rain,  and 
it  finally  came  on  Friday.  But  inside 
Brown  Chapel  on  the  Centenary  College 
Campus  in  Shreveport,  pastors  and  lay 
people  joined  in  an  inspiring  feast  of  love 
to  begin  the  new  Conference  year. 

Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield  presided 
over  his  third  Annual  Conference 
session.  The  best  attended  event  of  the 
week  was  the  Wednesday  evening 
message  by  Dr.  Oral  Roberts,  president 
of  Oral  Roberts  University,  of  Tulsa, 
Oklahoma.  A  crowd  estimated  at  more 
than  3,500  heard  Dr.  Roberts,  who  was 
introduced  by  the  bishop. 

Oral  Roberts  is  a  fully  ordained  United 
Methodist  clergyman.  He  spoke  of  God’s 
Ecology:  “a  whole  man  in  a  whole 
earth,”  basing  his  sermon  on  the  Lord’s 
Prayer.  “Only  God  can  heal,”  said  Dr. 
Roberts,  referring  to  the  healing 
ministry  with  which  his  name  has  been 
associated. 

The  opening  night  speaker  (Tuesday) 
was  Dr.  Melvin  G.  Talbert,  general 
secretary  of  the  Board  of  Discipleship, 
Nashville,  Tennessee. 

Rev.  W.  Ralph  Cain,  Ruston  district 
superintendent,  was  named  to  the  new 
post  Area  Provost,  with  officers  in  New 
Orleans.  Mr.  Cain  will  work  directly 
under  the  bishop  to  assist  him  in  his 
general  supervision  of  the  church  in 
Louisiana. 

The  Natchitoches  district  was  officially 
dissolved,  with  various  portions  being 
assigned  to  the  Alexandria,  Monroe, 
Ruston,  Lake  Charles  and  Shreveport 
districts.  Reverend  Edward  R.  Thomas, 
Natchitoches  district  superintendent, 
was  reassigned  to  the  Ruston  District,  in 
place  of  Mr.  Cain.  A  map  of  the  realigned 
Louisiana  Conference  with  9  districts  will 
be  printed  in  this  paper  as  soon  as 
possible. 

Bishop  Aubrey  G.  Walton,  former 
Louisiana  Area  bishop,  preached  the 
sermon  at  the  ordination  service  at  First 
church,  Shreveport,  Thursday  evening.  A 
record  number  of  19  deacons  and  11 
elders  were  ordained.  Bishop  Crutchfield 
stated  that  Bishop  Walton’s  sermon  was 
the  finest  ordination  sermon  that  he  had 
ever  heard. 

DEACONS:  Kenneth  M.  Carroll,  Louis 
P.  Chrisman,  James  A.  Richardson,  Jr., 
Ronald  Lee  Ball,  John  H.  Sewell,  Harvey 
Delery  Sr.,  Emile  Ennis,  James  D. 
Hengstenberg,  Douglas  Cain,  Randall  W. 
Gammill,  Randall  K.  Nichols,  Paul  L. 
Stephens,  John  R.  Welch,  Pete  Medak, 
Tom  Rowe,  Paul  Singletary,  Joe  Brown, 
Tim  Lawson  and  Cleveland  B.  Herr. 

ELDERS:  Chris  Andrews,  Jim 
McClelland,  Terry  Lowe,  Kenneth 
Fisher,  Kent  “Kilbourne,  Tom  Dunbar, 
Bill  Haskell,  Charles  Floyd,  Ed  Dilworth, 


Gene  Finnell,  and  Louis  Blankenbaker. 

The  Associate  Membership  relation¬ 
ship  was  granted  to  William  Ed  Parks 
and  Joe  L.  Rountree;  Kenneth  B. 
Chapman  was  brought  into  the  con¬ 
nection  from  another  denomination  and 
Lawrence  L.  Gilbert,  who  was  granted 
retirement  in  1973  was  returned  to  the 
effective  ministry  by  his  own  request. 

Sunrise  services,  sponsored  by  the 
Board  of  the  Laity,  were  held  the  mor¬ 
nings  of  May  29,  30,  and  31.  Miss  Kathy 
Breazeale,  youth  activities  director  at 
First  church,  Franklin,  served  as  song 
leader  and  mistress  of  ceremonies. 
Speakers  were  Mrs.  Mae  D.  Lacy  of 
Monroe,  Dr.  G.  Leon  Netterville  of  Baton 
Rouge,  and  Jes  Montgomery  of 
Lafayette. 

BOARD  OF  CHURCH  AND  SOCIETY: 
The  aftermath  of  the  Vietnam  war  and 
the  role  of  the  church  was  the  subject  of 
extended  debate  on  the  Conference  floor 
when  Rev.  James  L.  Stovall,  chairman, 
presented  his  report.  The  Conference 
adopted  a  slightly  abbreviated  version  of 
the  original  report  which  reads  as 
follows:  “8.  We  express  our  gratitude  to 
God  that  our  direct  involvement  in  the 
war  in  Southeast  Asia  has  been  con¬ 
cluded.  However,  there  are  millions  of 
persons  whose  lives  continue  to  be  ad¬ 
versely  affected  by  the  war.  We 
recommend  to  our  national  leaders  and 
to  our  church  leaders  that  we  continue  to 
minister  and  render  needed  services  to 
these.  We  affirm  our  faith  in  the  strength 
of  our  nation  to  continue  a  ministry  that 
will  alleviate  human  suffering  and  that 
will  show  acceptance  and  reconciliation 
to  our  young  men  who  were  involved  in 
the  conflicts  and  issues  of  the  war. 

We  as  a  people  of  God  in  these  difficult 
days,  must  not  turn  to  doomsday  talk  or 
think  of  our  religion  as  an  escape  from 
reality  or  be  content  with  the  inner  ex¬ 
perience.  Instead,  we  must  permit  our 
faith  to  give  motivation,  strength,  and 
guidance  to  deal  with  the  real  issues  of 
our  society.  Let  us  keep  before  us  that 
God  moved  in  and  through  a  Cross  to 
offer  New  Life  and  a  New  Possibility  to 
all  mankind.  Likewise,  God  is  moving 
through  the  events  of  our  day  to  lead  us  to 
a  new  Future.  Let  us  move  forward  with 
Him  to  actualize  His  Kingdom  of  love, 
justice  and  peace.” 

The  proposed  Equal  Rights  Amend¬ 
ment  to  the  U.  S.  Constitution  was  af¬ 
firmed  in  an  amendment  which  the 
Conference  attached  to  the  report, 
presented  by  Miss  Martha  Lou  Carroll  of 
the  Natchitoches  district,  as  follows: 

“4.  We  recommend  that  Louisiana 
United  Methodists  support  the  Equal 
Rights  Amendment  which  is  presently 
before  the  Louisiana  Legislature,  and 
that  you  express  your  views  to  your 
legislators.  The  Equal  Rights  Amend¬ 
ment  needs  the  support  of  four  more 
states  to  be  approved  as  the  27th 
Amendment  to  the  United  States  Con¬ 
stitution.  The  1972  General  Conference 


Crutchfield  and  Roberts 


passed  a  resolution  concerning  equal 
rights  for  women  which  concluded:  “We 
therefore  commend  the  U.  S.  Congress 
for  the  passage  of  the  Equal  Rights 
Amendment  to  the  U.  S.  Constitution  and 
call  upon  the  various  states  to  ratify  this 
amendment  .  .  .  We  further  urge  all 
United  Methodists  to  work  through  the 
appropriate  structures  and  channels 
towards  ratification  of  the  Amendment 
by  their  respective  states.” 

NEW  BOARD  CHAIRMEN:  Although 
many  of  the  boards,  commissions  and 
committees,  under  the  newly  approved 
structure  have  not  yet  elected  officers, 
the  following  were  selected  by  their 
respective  groups  as  chairmen :  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  Dr.  John  A.  Bayliss; 
Board  of  Ministry,  Dr.  W.  T.  Handy,  Jr.; 
Board  of  Laity,  Mr.  Tom  H.  Matheny; 
Church  and  Society,  Rev.  James  L. 
Stovall;  Board  of  Discipleship,  Rev. 
Carey  A.  Martin;  Committee  on  Higher 
Education,  Dr.  William  H.  Patrick,  Jr.; 
1099-Glub-  Committee^-Mr.  Herbert  C. 
Moffett;  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration,  Dr.  Henry  A.  Rickey; 
Commission  on  Religion  and  Race,  Mrs. 
Inez  W.  Chrisentery;  Commission  on 
Archives  and  History,  Mrs.  W.  M.  Nolan  ; 
and  Committee  on  Investigation,  Dr. 
Douglas  L.  McGuire.  For  the  first  time  in 
several  years,  the  Conference  has  a  new 
director  of  United  Methodist  Men,  Mr. 
Eloi  Primeaux. 

COMMITTEE  ON  REVIEW  AND 
RESOLUTION :  Two  resolutions  came  to 
the  Conference  floor  from  this  com¬ 
mittee,  Rev.  George  W.  Ross,  chairman: 
one,  to  ask  that  the  district  superin¬ 
tendents  appoint  someone  to  report^ 
promptly  the  deaths  of  ministers, 
minister’s  wives  and  widows;  and  two,  a 


request  to  the  Judicial  Council  of  the 
church  to  review  the  giving  of  funds  by 
the  national  Board  of  Church  and  Society 
to  a  group  supporting  the  Kennedy 
Health  Bill.  Both  resolutions  passed. 

METHODIST  PUBLISHING  HOUSE: 
Dr.  W.  T.  Handy,  Jr.,  vice-president  and 
director  of  personnel  for  this  institution 
presented  Bishop  Crutchfield  with  a 
check  for  $5,474.81  for  the  Conference 
Board  of  Pensions,  as  their  pro-rata 
share  of  the  profits  of  the  publishing 
house  for  the  year. 

CONFERENCE  RULES:  Only  two 
items  of  legislation  from  the  report  of  the 
Structure  Study  Committee  were  left  to 
consider  following  the  Special  Session  of 
the  Conference  March  2.  These  were  the 
Conference  Rules  and  the  Rules  of  Order 
for  Conference  Sessions.  The  Conference 
Rules  as  listed  in  the  Pre-Conference 
reports  were  passed  with  the  following 
changes:  “8.  SUSTENTATION  FUND: 
This  is  a  fund  paid  by  ministers  for 
emergency  aid  to  ministers  in  need.  The 
rules  were  liberalized  by  omitting  a 
requirement  that  recipients  pay  into  the 
fund  for  two  years  before  becoming 
eligible  to  draw  from  it.”  13.  DISTRICT 
CONFERENCES:  These  were  made 
optional.  15.  TERMS  OF  MEM¬ 
BERSHIP;  The  Board  of  Laity  was 
brought  under  the  8-year  tenure  rule, 
leaving  only  the  Board  of  Trustees,  which 
has  its  own  tenure  rules,  as  the  sole 
exception. 

APPOINTMENTS:  The  appointments 
of  the  ministers  to  their  respective 
churches  were  read  by  Bishop  Crutch¬ 
field  on  the  opening  night  of  Annual 
Conference,  a  departure  from  the 
traditional  reading  at  the  close  of  the 
event  on  Friday. 
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Any  concern  for  peace? 

rethink  its  program  priorities  in  the  light 
of  its  mission;  and,  to  become  a  ‘model’ 
of  concern,  justice  and  reconciliation.” 
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The  executive  coordinator  for  the 
Bishops’  Call  for  Peace  and  Self- 
Development  of  Peoples,  Bishop  John 
Wesley  Lord,  recently  said  that,  ‘‘If  the 
Bishops’  Call  was  needed  in  1972,  it  is 
more  urgently  needed  now  and  in  the 
years  ahead,”  partially  because  of  a 
national  climate  which  “denies  the 
claims  of  our  civil  liberties”  and  tends 
toward  “a  cynical  isolationism.”  He  also 
voiced  a  long-range  optimism:  “I  believe 
that  40,000  task  forces  (in  local  chur¬ 
ches),  under  the  guidance  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  can  make  a  difference  and  change 
the  climate  of  the  nation.” 

What  is  happening  in  your  local  church? 

•  •  • 

The  1972  General  Conference  adopted 
the  Bishops’  Call  and  called  upon  each 
United  Methodist  congregation  “to 
develop  study  and  action  programs 
designed  to  create  peace-seeking  com¬ 
munities  of  faith  at  the  grass-roots 
level ...”  Each  local  church  was  “urged 
to  implement  the  Bishops'  Call  for  Peace 
and  the  Self -development  of  Peoples;  to 
give  unselfishly  and  sacrificially  for  the 
needs  of  a  broken  world ;  to  analyze  and 
review  its  investment  policies;  ...  to 


What  is  happening  in  your  local  church? 

*  •  * 

Furthermore,  the  legislation  called 
upon  each  annual  conference  “to  im¬ 
plement  the  Bishops’  Call  developing  its 
own  initiatives  and  utilizing  its  distinc¬ 
tive  opportunities  and  expertise  .  .  .  An¬ 
nual  Conferences  are  also  encouraged 
to  initiate  and  enter  into  cooperative  ecu¬ 
menical  programs  designed  to  increase 
public  awareness  and  stimulate  con¬ 
certed  action  for  world  peace  and  human 
development.  Annual  conferences  are 
urged  to  review  critically  program  prior¬ 
ities  and  investment  policies  in  the  light 
of  the  Bishops’  Call.” 


What  ■  has  your  annual  conference 
done?  Has  it  so  much  as  appointed  a  task 
force  on  the  Bishops’  Call?  We  are  often 
quick  to  remind  that  only  the  General 
Conference  speaks  for  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  It  has  spoken! 

—Charles  McEowen 
Missouri  Area  Editor 


A  charge  to  keep 


Most  ministers  and  lay  leaders  within 
the  United  Methodist  Church  are  just 
going  to  or  just  returning  from  annual 
conference.  We  believe  the  following 
charge,  given  to  ministerial  and  lay 
delegates  from  the  church’s  Dallas-Fort 
Worth  area  by  Bishop  W.  McFerrin 
Stowe,  is  worthy  of  consideration  and 
implementation  by  all  United 
Methodists. 

“My  beloved  ministers,  go  out  and 
preach— preach  the  word  in  season  and 
out.  You  ask,  What  shall  I  preach?’ 
Preach  ‘Jesus  Christ  and  Him 
crucified.’  This  is  really  the  only- 
message  we  have — Christ  crucified  and 
resurrected.  This  is  the  message  the 
hearts  of  the  people  are  hungry  to  hear. 
This  is  the  Gospel :  The  hope  of  the  world. 

“Re-establish  the  authority  and  the 
power  of  the  pulpit.  Never  look  upon  any 
sermon  as  unimportant.  Study  and  pray, 
and  let  God  set  your  words  on  fire.  With 
Paul  declare:  ‘Woe  is  me  if  I  do  not 
preach  the  Gospel.’ 

“Preach!  Teach!  Ministers  and 
laymen  alike  teach  the  faith.  Teach  it  in 
your  homes.  Teach  it  in  your  church 
Make  vital  again  the  church  school.  The 
spiritual  welfare  of  the  children  of  your 
community  is  your  burden,  your 
blessing.  Teach  children  to  pray.  Teach 
youth  to  love.  Teach  adults  to  trust.  And 
how  shall  they  learn  if  they  have  no 
teacher?  Jesus  spent  most  of  his  ministry 
teaching.  So  should  we. 

“Theoretically.  Christianity  is  always 
one  generation  away  from  oblivion.  We 
think  it  impossible?  In  one  generation 
Christianity  has  been  wiped  out  of  China, 
with  practically  no  evidence  of  it  to  be 
found.  If  it  happened  in  China,  could  it 
happen  in  America? 

“The  Sunday  School  is  the  greatest 
evangelistic  force  in  the  world.  Use  it. 
The  Sunday  School  is  where  missionaries 


are  born  and  where  a  vision  of  a  new  and 
different  world  becomes  an  irresistible 
call  to  those  who  go  out  to  make  a  dif¬ 
ferent  kind  of  a  world— an  E.  Stanley 
Jones  or  a  Martin  Luther  King  Jr. 

“I  call  upon  you  to  preach. 

“I  call  upon  you  to  teach. 

“I  call  upon  you  to  reach  —  ‘Reach  out 
and  touch  another’  with  love.  Reach  out 
to  those  whose  skin  is  different.  Reach 
out  with  love. 

“Reach  out  to  the  hungry  as  Christ 
reached  out  with  bread  and  with  love. 

“Reach  out  to  the  poor,  as  Jesus 
reached  out  to  the  poor— with  love. 

“Reach  out  to  the  sick,  as  Jesus 
reached  out  to  the  sick— with  love. 

“Reach  out  to  the  sinner,  as  Jesus 
reached  out  to  the  sinner— with  love  and 
acceptance  and  forgiveness. 

“I  send  you  out,  laymen  and  ministers 
alike,  as  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ,  as 
the  United  Methodist  Church. 

“Go  out  as  one  who  recognizes  and 
confesses  our  corporate  and  your  in¬ 
dividual  sin. 

“Go  out  as  one  who  has  experienced 
the  resurrection— with  new  life  and  new 
sensitivity  and  new  joy. 

“Go  out  as  one  who  proclaims  the 
gospel  with  a  passionate  sense  of 
urgency. 

“America  can  be  saved  by  Jesus 
Christ. 

“The  church  can  regain  her  rightful 
place  of  ethical  and  spiritual  leadership. 

“Lives  can  be  transformed  and  the 
world  made  new. 

“Let  us  be  servants  of  Jesus  Christ  who 
shall  be  used  by  Him  to  help  us  move 
from  ebb  tide  to  flood  tide  of  life  and 
work,  so  that  when  we  return  next  year  to 
conference,  our  Lord  may  say  to  each  of 
us:  ‘Well  done,  thou  good  and  faithful 
servant.’ 

“Less  than  this  is  not  enough.  More 
than  this,  impossible.” 


Jonah’s  appointment 


It  was  the  week  before  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  and  Jonah  was  waiting  anxiously 
in  anticipation  of  the  telephone  call  from 
his  district  superintendent  who  was  just 
back  from  a  cabinet  meeting.  He  knew 
that  since  the  “Four-Year-Rule”  had 
gone  into  effect  his  name  was  on  the 
moving  list  and  he  hoped  for  a  sizable 
promotion.  Nothing  would  please  him 
more  than  to  be  named  the  new  pastor  of 
First  Church,  Jerusalem. 

Finally,  the  phone  rang.  He  was  going 
to  Nineveh!  Of  all  places  he  could  have 
been  sent  this  was  the  worst  possible 
place!  The  gall  of  bitterness  is  a  soothing 
concoction  compared  to  the  disap¬ 
pointment  that  comes  to  a  preacher  who 
is  looking  for  a  promotion  and  instead  is 
sent  to  a  place  like  Nineveh.  True 
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MAALOT,  Israel  —  A  workman  cleans  dust  from  thfe  bullet  holes  that  mar  the 
walls  of  a  school  classroom  in  Maalot,  Israel,  preparing  to  patch  the  reminders 
of  the  tragedy  which  struck  the  town.  Terror  reigned  in  the  town  when  Arab 
guerrillas,  demanding  release  of  prisoners  held  by  Israel,  took  command  of  the 
school  and  held  about  90  high  school  students  hostage.  Three  guerrillas  and  16 
students  were  killed  —  four  died  later  —  when  Israeli  soldiers  rushed  the  school 
and  shooting  ensued. 


Here  I  Stand 


The  UMC’s  problem 
is  a  6 cancerous 
spirit  of  apostasy 9 


Maalot 


By  DORSEY  ALLEN 
The  hardened  rock-strewn  land 
Streched  out  like  broken  limestone  sheets 
That  covers  nothing  more  than  thin  and  pallid  soil 
So  far  removed  from  surface  sight, 

The  awful  blight  not  hidden  from  the  world. 

A  poor  sad  peasant  on  his  way  to  market 

Half  covered  by  an  ancient  woven  garment  may  be  seen. 

His  sad  and  wrinkled  face  too  dry  to  show 

A  single  trace  of  anything 

So  shrunken  by  the  sun  and  wind  that  blows 

Without  remorse  across  the  parched  land. 

Wonder  if  the  prophets  walked  by  here, 

Or  patriarchs  from  out  the  ancient  past? 

What  would  these  stones  sing  out 
If  suddenly  they  should  be  given  voice? 

They  would  perhaps  tell  tales  from  out 

The  ancient  past  when  Maccabean  Kings  or  conquerors 

Strode  forth  to  take  the  land, 

And  claim  it  once  again  as  if 

It  hadn’t  heard  ten  times  or  more  that  claim 

Made  empty  later  by  a  stronger  sword. 

No  .  .  .  those  stones  would  not  give  voice  of  that  this  day. 
Instead  they  would  be  damp  with  bitter  tears 
As  if  some  mighty  Moses  struck  them  with  his  rod, 

For  on  this  day  the  heroes  come  not  forth 
But  only  sad  and  bitter  breath  or  grief. 

For  who  can  stay  his  sadness  on  this  land 
That  aches  within  the  conscience  of  the  world 
Who  saw  and  heard  the  tragic  spectacle  .  .  .  Maalot! 


By  CLAYTON  D.  HARRIGER 

Increasingly  it  is  becoming  painfully 
obvious  that  the  United  Methodist 
Church  is  resembling  more  and  more  a 
floundering  ship  without  a  rudder  in  the 
midst  of  a  storm.  It  is  most  apparent  that 
it  is  in  a  state  of  decline  and  even  the 
feeble  attempt  to  hold  up  last  year’s 
increase  in  giving  as  an  example  of 
“greater  spiritual  quality”  among  the 
membership  is  unimpressive  in  light  of 
skyrocketing  inflation! 

The  basic  reason  for  the  problem  can 
be  attributed  to  a  cancerous  spirit  of 
apostasy  which  has  crept  in  over  the  last 
three  quarters  of  a  century  and  has 
spread  until  the  denomination  has  come 
under  what  is  commonly  known  as 
“liberal”  control.  For  some  time  policies 
and  involvements  of  the  church  for  the 
most  part  have  been  formulated  and 
carried  out  on  the  basic  premise,  “What 
claims  to  be  the  inspired  Word  of  God 
really  is  not,  and  thereby  is  not  to  be 
considered  an  authority,  and  further,  is 
subject  to  most  any  interpretation  we 
wish  to  give  it!” 

The  present  state  of  chaos  is  testimony 
to  the  fact  of  what  happens  when  the 
primary  thrust  becomes  one  of  social, 
political,  and  economic  change  without 
change  of  the  inward  depraved  nature  of 
the  individual.  This  is  usually  coupled 
with  an  uncertain  mention  of  Jesus 
Christ  in  regard  to  who  He  is,  His 
authority,  what  He  did,  where  He  is  now, 
and  what  He  is  going  to  do,  as  though  He 
is  an  option  you  can  either  accept  or 
reject  without  any  serious  consequences ! 

Consider  a  few  of  numerous  instances 
of  the  inconsistencies  of  the  liberal 
establishment:  (1)  Recently  we  were 
strongly  urged  to  protest  legislation  that 
would  have  lifted  the  trade  ban  on 
Rhodesian  chrome— the  church  is 
protesting  the  oppressive  policies  of  a 
“racist”  Rhodesian  government!  Why  is 
the  church  not  loudly  clamoring  for  a 
trade  embargo  in  regard  to  the  Soviet 
Union  and  its  savage,  oppressive  tactics 
in  regard  to  the  rights  of  dissenting 
citizens  and  minority  groups?  Has  it 
registered  any  protest  with  the  United 
Nations  or  with  the  Soviet  government 
over  the  flagrant  denial  of  the  rights  of 
Alexander  Solzhenitsyn? 

(2)  During  the  Viet  Nam  conflict 
liberal  mouths  were  loud  with  pious 
indignation  over  United  States  in- 
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volvement  and  its  part  in  the  war.  The 
protest  reached  a  screaming  pitch  in 
intensity  with  the  bombing  of  Hanoi.  The 
war  continues  with  reliable  reports  in¬ 
dicating  constant  North  Vietnamese 
truce  violations,  arms  build-up, 
aggression  and  killing.  Communist  at¬ 
tacks  on  the  capitol  of  Cambodia,  for 
instance,  has  resulted  in  many  civilian 
deaths,  including  school  children.  Why 
are  the  liberal  mouths  so  strangely  silent 
now?  Why  do  our  publications  no  longer 
remind  us  with  practically  every  issue  of 
the  senseless  killing  in  Indo-China,  and 
that  “War  is  now  obsolete?” 

(3)  We  have  statements  by  the  church 
which  have  declared  the  practice  of 
homosexuality  to  be  incompatible  with 
Christian  teachings  regarding  human 
sexuality.  Recently  out  of  our  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  came  a  gift  of  $500  to 
the  “National  Task  Force  for  Gay  People 
in  the  Church.”  Regardless  of  the 
sophisticated  liberal  garb  in  which  the 
reasoning  for  the  grant  was  stated,  the 
gift  itself  is  nothing  less  than  a  green 
light  that  implies  “Keep  your  movement 
alive  —  the  day  will  come  when  you  may 
even  receive  ordination  if  you  desire 
within  the  United  Methodist  Church!” 

Fortunately,  within  the  ranks  of  the 
grass  roots  there  is  a  growing  awareness 
of  the  hypocrisy  so  often  displayed  by  the 
liberal  leadership.  Lay  persons  are 
beginning  to  see  that  the  “establish¬ 
ment”  too  often  has  been  consistent  only 
in  its  inconsistencies.  Further,  they  are 
beginning  to  challenge  the  “cancer  of 
apostasy,”  and  to  work  and  pray  for  its 
removal!  An  excellent  promise  to  stand 
on  to  this  end  is:  “When  the  enemy 
comes  in  like  a  flood,  then  the  Spirit  of 
the  Lord  will  lift  up  a  standard  against 
him.”  (Isa.  59:19) 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


Readers  continue  to  disagree  on  amnesty 


enough,  Nineveh  was  a  big  place,  the 
capital  of  Assyria,  but  it  was  not  the  kind 
of  place  a  preacher  would  choose  to  be 
sent.  What  would  his  wife  say  when  she 
found  out  that  there  was  no  parsonage? 
He  would  have  to  construct  his  own  shack 
and  reinforce  his  poor  carpentry  with  a 
gourd  vine  that  even  a  worm  could  ruin. 
On  top  of  this,  there  was  not  a  golf  course 
for  1,000  miles. 

Jonah  decided  he  would  not  go— no 
matter  what  the  “Great  Bishop  in  the 
Sky”  said.  What  did  he  know  about  a 
man’s  need  for  achievement?  It  would  be 
humiliating  to  be  appointed  to  such  a 
lowly  place.  What  a  terrible  environment 
for  one’s  children  to  grow  up  in.  There 
was  not  a  Christian  in  the  whole  area 
according  to  one  of  the  former  pastors. 
Jonah  knew  that  the  people  of  Nineveh 
needed  to  be  evangelized  but  he  did  not 
want  to  be  the  one  to  do  it  because  he  did 
not  like  to  associate  with  such  people.  He 
liked  to  serve  high  class,  country  club- 
type  churches. 

So  Jonah  determined  he  would  protest 
his  appointment  by  taking  an  unan¬ 
nounced  sea  vacation.  He  would  make 
himself  unavailable.  But  this  did  not 
work  either.  For  three  days  Jonah  went 
through  the  severest  sort  of  emotional 
trauma.  A  dark  storm  cloud  seemed  to 
cover  his  life.  During  that  time  God 
seemed  to  speak  to  him  saying,  “Go  to 
Nineveh  and  preach.”  The  cloud  per¬ 
sisted  until  he  began  to  open  his  mind  to 
die  possible  good  that  could  come  out  of 
ministry  to  the  people  of  Nineveh.  But  as 
he  did  open  his  mind,  he  began  to  get 
excited,  and  soon  found  himself  on  the 
road  to  the  sinful  city. 

As  soon  as  Jonah  reached  Nineveh 
things  began  to  happen.  He  did  not  begin 
with  a  round  of  jokes  or  send  out  a 
questionnaire  to  see  whether  or  not 
people  liked  him.  He  got  to  know  the 
people  and  then  told  them  where  they 
stood  with  God.  What  a  sensation  he  was! 
Any  preacher  who  lovingly  and  plainly 
proclaims  the  Word  of  God  will  be  a 
sensation. 

The  Nineveh  appointment,  wretched  as 
it  seemed  at  first,  made  Jonah.  It  put  him 
in  a  book  beside  which  all  other  books 
,  seem  nursery  rhymes.  It  put  him  in  the 
“Who’s  Who  of  Great  Preachers. ’’  And 
long  after  he  was  dead  it  put  his  name 
upon  the  lips  of  the  greatest  preacher 
who  ever  lived:  Jesus  of  Nazareth. 

“He  who  has  ears  to  hear,  let  him 
hear.” 

James  F.  Jackson  Jr. 

The  Wesleyan  Christian  Advocate 


To  the  Editor: 

In  the  May  10, 1974  issue  I  read  a  letter 
from  Mr.  William  Rodeheaven 
repudiating  the  call  for  amnesty.  The 
language  shocked  me.  I  read  “weeping 
with  the  dogooders”  and  “weeping 
yellowbacks.”  These  expressions  con¬ 
trast  with  “first  be  reconciled  with  thy 
brother,”  “love  your  enemies,” 
“inasmuch  as  ye  have  done  it  unto  one  of 
the  least  of  these,”  “love  is  not  irritable 
or  resentful,”  “which  .  .  .  was  neigh¬ 
bor,  ...  He  that  showed  mercy.” 

Christians  worship  God,  not  the  state 
nor  any  officer  of  the  state.  The  Com- 
mander-in-Chief  is  a  person  who  may 
make  mistakes.  That  is  why  our  Con¬ 
stitution  provides  for  impeachment. 

Although  many  believe  that  our 
country  was  being  protected  by  our 
actions  in  Indo-China,  there  are  many 
who  hold  the  contrary  belief.  I  am  one  of 
those.  My  tax  dollars  supported  the 
brutalities  that  were  perpetrated  there 
and  I  need  to  seek  God’s  forgiveness  too. 

The  Congress  has  terminated  our  part 
in  that  conflict.  Until  general  and  un¬ 
conditional  amnesty  is  granted, 
thousands  of  our  youth  cannot  make  their 
most  useful  contribution  to  our  society.  It 
would  be  impossible  to  uncover  the 
motives  that  promoted  each  war  resister. 
Some  were  moved  by  an  extraordinary 
love  for  their  fellowmen.  All  of  them  have 
already  paid  heavily  for  their  resistance. 
As  long  as  they  are  abroad  or  in  prison, 
or  carry  less-than-honorable  discharges, 
they  are  limited  in  their  service  to  our 
country.  Congress  can  grant  amnesty.  I 
urge  you  to  urge  members  of  Congress  to 
exercise  this  authority  at  once. 

M.  T.  Bird 

San  Jose,  California 

Unconditional  amnesty  is 
not  the  Christian  answer 
To  the  Editor: 

Freedom  of  conscience,  reconciliation, 
love  and  justice,  are  phrases  used  by 
Richard  K.  Heacock,  Jr.  (TM/  UMR 
letters,  May  24)  to  support  his  appeal  for 
a  general  amnesty  for  Vietnam  War  era 
draft  dodgers,  resisters,  evaders  and 
deserters  and  others  judged  less  than 
honorable  by  their  acts  or  inaction. 

He  implies,  as  do  others  choosing  this 
position,  that  anything  less  than  a 
general  amnesty  is  un-Christian.  This  is 
an  untruth.  Our  Lord  in  the  Gospel  never 
asks  of  us  to  prove  the  Good  News  by  any 
such  cheap  grace.  In  fact,  He  always  tells 
us  the  cost  to  us,  and  to  others,  of  such 
responsible  acts  as  He  poses  before  us. 
We  are  expected  to  accept  the  honorable 
choice  or  choices  and  the  responsibilities 
of  them  that  not  only  He  offers,  but  that 
society  or  government  offers  as  well. 

Every  person  caught  up  in  emotional, 
philosophical,  or  logical  disagreement 
with  the  Viet  Nam  War  did  not  have  to 
take  a  coward’s  way  out  and  run  across 
the  border  or  hide  in  mom  and  dad’s 
cellar.  In  fact,  many  did  not.  There  were 


other  honorable  options  that  were 
exercised.  Thousands  joined  the  Reserve 
and  National  Guard  branches  of  service, 
a  choice  that  was  acceptable  to  most 
people  and  most  religious  communions. 
Others  exercised  their  rights  as  con¬ 
scientious  objectors  and  established  their 
case  before  or  after  being  called  to  enter 
the  service.  Others  served  as  medical 
aide  personnel  and  quite  a  few  died  or 
were  seriously  injured  exercising  this 
option.  Still  others,  because  of  deeply 
held  convictions  that  were  either  im¬ 
provable  or  unacceptable  at  the  time  by 
any  court  or  selective  service  board’s 
interpretation,  went  to  jail  as  their 
choice.  Perhaps  this  may  not  be 
regarded  by  many  as  an  “honorable” 
option,  but  according  to  Paul’s  Letters 
from  jails,  I  think  a  good  case  can  be 
made  as  to  the  effectiveness  of  a  jailee’s 
witness.  Certainly  if  the  11,000  draft 
evaders  and  resisters  had  stood  their 
trial  in  court  and  most  of  them  gone  to 
jail  their  witness  and  impact  would  have 
been  a  much  more  constructive  effort 
than  their  cowardly  fleeing  or  hiding  has 
been. 

If  there  is  to  be  a  real  reconciliation  in 
the  church  and  in  the  nation,  then  let  us 
get  behind  Senators  Taft  (R-Ohio),  and 
Pell  (D-R.I.)  and  their  bill  to  effect  an 
honorable  disposition  of  each  particular 
case  through  a  review  board  and  con¬ 
ditional  immunity,  amnesty  or  logical 
and  legal  resource  for  each  person. 

Harold  E.  Vermillian 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

Are  we  Christians? 

Or  are  we  hypocrites? 

To  the  Editor: 

Christian  Americans  seem  like 
hypocrites  when  it  comes  to  amnesty. 
Those  who  want  to  forgive  draft  dodgers 
and  deserters  refuse  to  forgive  President 
Nixon.  And  those  who  want  to  forgive 
President  Nixon  refuse  to  forgive  draft 
dodgers  and  deserters.  But  the  majority 
of  Americans  refuse  to  forgive  any  of 
them. 

President  Nixon  is  placed  in  a  peculiar 
situation.  He  wants  210  million  people  to 
forgive  him,  and  yet  he  won’t  forgive  a 
few  thousand  young  men  who  want  to 
come  home.  The  “crime”  they  broke  was 
a  military  one.  Many  of  them  didn’t  think 
it  was  right  for  them  to  defend  the  same 
type  of  government  in  Saigon  that  their 
fathers  fought  against  in  World  War  II. 
And  they  did  NOT  subvert,  weaken,  or 
violate  the  U.S.  Constitution. 

Amnesty  is  not  anything  new  for  us.  It 
was  granted  after  the  Civil  War  to  those 
who  took  up  arms  against  the  country, 
after  World  War  II  and  Korean  War,  and 
recently  to  former  Vice-President  Agnew 
for  tax  evasion  and  fraud,  and  to  Lt. 
William  Calley  for  the  Mi  Lai  massacre. 
Were  their  crimes  any  less  than  draft 
dodgers,  deserters,  and  President 
Nixon?  Is  there  a  double  standard  for 
amnesty? 


ANP  WHY  BETTY 

WEJIT  TO  THE 
BAIL  GAME  WITH 
CHI?  INSTEAD 
Of  ME 


We  forgive  our  former  enemies,  but 
not  our  Prodigal  Sons.  How  “Christian”  a 
country  are  we  when  it  comes  to  amnesty 
and  forgiveness?  Or  are  we  just 
hypocrites?  Robert  Bohmfalk 

Rocksprings,  Texas 

The  special  page  helps  me 
to  appreciate  TM/UMR  more 

To  the  Editor: 

Whoever  conceived  and  produced  page 
4  of  the  May  24  issue,  “The  TM/  UMR 
Story,”  is  to  be  highly  complimented  for 
providing  that  detailed  information 
about  your  newspaper. 

I  suspect  that  many  others  like  myself, 
not  knowing  the  facts  about  its  structure 
and  scope,  have  not  appreciated  it  as  we 
will  now. 

For  some  months  TM/  UMR  has  been 
coming  to  my  desk  and  usually  after 
more  or  less  looking  it  over,  it  was  passed 
on  to  a  son-in-law  who  does  considerable 
lay  speaking  in  Methodist  churches  in  his 
and  an  adjoining  district  ot  tne  Western 
Pennsylvania  Annual  Conference. 

At  age  88,  I  consider  my  public 
speaking  days  are  ended,  so  am  now 
satisfied  to  sit  back  and  listen  to  others 
with  more  modern  ideas. 

However,  now  with  some  knowledge 
and  understanding  of  the  purpose  and 
structure  of  TM/  UMR,  I  will  enjoy  and 
appreciate  it  more. 

M.  C.  Stewart 

Homer  City,  Pennsylvania 

A irlin es  ’  fa  voritism  for 
drinkers  should  cease! 

To  the  Editor: 

As  I  buckled  my  seatbelt  on  the  North¬ 
west  Airlines  flight  out  of  Washington 
D.  C.  to  Minneapolis,  the  stewardess 
asked  me,  “Would  you  like  to  order  a 
highball  or  cocktail?”  I  replied,  “No,  but 
I’m  terribly  thirsty.  Could  I  please  have  a 
glass  of  ice  water?”  She  replied,,  “When 
we  get  to  cruising  altitude  .  .  . 

Her  unfinished  sentence  faded  into  a 
gesture  of  pushing  a  cart  down  the  aisle 
as  she  hurried  on.  One  hour  later  the 
persons  on  my  right  and  left  had  finished 


their  beers,  but  I  was  still  burning  with 
thirst.  I  walked  back  and  asked  the  same 
stewardess  for  my  ice  water,  and 
received  it  without  a  word.  Upon 
returning  to  my  seat,  the  person  on  my 
right  asked,  “Did  you  get  your  ice  water 
with  apology?”  to  which  I  replied,  “I  got 
my  ice  water  with  NO  apology!”  (In 
fairness  to  Northwest  Airlines,  I  should 
mention  that  the  flight  to  Washington  the 
night  before  did  not  discriminate  against 
me  because  I  did  not  wish  to  buy  an 
alcoholic  beverage.  I  received  my  non¬ 
alcoholic  refreshment  at  the  same  time 
that  others  received  their  alcoholic 
refreshments.) 

It  would  seem  fitting  and  proper  for 
the  United  Methodist  Church  to  file  some 
sort  of  class  action  suit  in  behalf  of 
millions  of  non-drinkers  requiring  all 
airlines  to  cease  and  desist  from  showing 
favoritism  to  drinkers.  If  I  were  to  try  as 
an  individual  to  accomplish  this,  the 
multi-billion  dollar  airline  industry 
would  laugh  my  complaints  into  the 
waste  basket. 

“I  was  thirsty  and  ye  gave  me  nothing 
to  drink.”  Matthew  25:43 

William  E.  Marshall 
Minneapolis,  Minnesota 

Please  send  extra  copies 

To  the  Editor: 

Please  send  me  50  copies  of  the  March 
1, 1974  issue  of  TM/  UMR.  The  essays  bn 
the  subject  of  the  Holy  Spirit  will  add  to  a 
Bible  Study  that  I  am  presently  involved 
in.  We  are  just  on  the  lesson  on  the 
“Promise  of  a  Counselor”  and  I  feel  this 
would  make  fine  additional  material. 

I  appreciate  this  and  the  really  ex¬ 
cellent  articles  carried  in  TM/  UMR 
regularly. 

Kay  Fuller 
Los  Altos,  California 
EDITOR’S  NOTE:  These  copies  were 
sent.  TM/  UMR  is  always  pleased  to 
provide  extra  copies  or  reprints  of 
specific  issues  if  they  are  available.  Cost 
for  same  is:  25c  each  plus  postage  for 
less  than  10  copies;  15c  each  plus  postage 
for  10-24  copies;  10c  each  plus  postage  for 
25  or  more  copies. 


JUNE  14. 1974 

Apartment  dwellers 
seen  amenable  to 


traditional 

By  BILL  BUCHANAN 
Senior  SUff  Writer 

PREDICTION :  By  1975  at  least  half  of 
the  U.S  population  will  be  living  in 
apartments  or  some  form  of  multi-family 
residential  facility 

PROBLEM:  The  church  continues  — 
as  in  the  past  to  be  relatively  inef 
fective  in  reaching  apartment  dwellers. 

Given  this  bleak  set  of  circumstances 
two  separate  groups  of  ministers  and 
concerned  laypersons  convened  recently 
in  San  Francisco  and  Cleveland  under 
the  auspices  of  the  Urban  Ministries 
Office  of  the  National  Division  of  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  to  assay  an 
answer  to  the  obvious  question  What's  to 
be  done’ 

Well,  as  you  might  guess,  no  pat  an¬ 
swers  were  served  up  by  the  conclaves 
On  the  other  hand,  some  rather  indicting 
evidence  as  well  as  hopeful  signs  of  new 
and  more  effective  trends  in  apartment 
ministries  were  noted 
One  of  the  long-standing  myths  that 
has  hitherto  hampered  the  church's 
efforts  to  reach  apartment  dwellers  is  the 
idea  that  "we're  dealing  with  some 
strange  breed  of  animal."  explained  the 
Rev  Cecil  Pottieger,  an  Urban 
Ministries  staff  member  and  one  of  the 
coordinators  of  the  consultation 
Apartment  dwellers  are 
regular  people  .... 

But  whether  it  be  the  sprawling 
complex  in  suburban  Dallas  or  one  of  the 
towering  high-rises  in  the  Manhattan 
Jungle,  church  persons  are  being 
repeatedly  faced  with  the  fact  that 
apartment  dwellers  “are  no  different 
than  anyone  else  In  a  very  real  sense 
they  are  us."  continued  the  Urban 
ministries  executive 
“For  loo  long."  offered  the  Rev  W 
Carroll  Yingling  Jr  .  a  consultation 
participant  and  pastor  of  Washington's 
Christ  United  Methodist  Church,  "apart 
men!  dwellers  have  been  looked  at  as 
some  kind  of  weudoes  that  the  church 
Just  didn't  know  how  to  deal  with  ” 

Both  men  agreed  that  the  church  has 
spent  many  wasted  hours  in  the  past  by 
assuming  that  since  apartment  dwellers 
are  so  different  from  everyone  else  they 
require  some  kind  of  special  ministry 
And  while  churchpersons  were  trying  to 
figure  out  what  that  special  ministry 
should  look  like  the  apartment  dwellers 
—  who  really  didn't  need  the  special 
ministry  to  start  with  —  were  being  left 
high  and  dry  by  an  uptight  and  stand¬ 
offish  church 

That's  not  to  say  that  apartment 
dwellers  do  not  have  special  problems 
such  as  isolation  and  loneliness,  con¬ 
tinued  Mr  Yingling.  but  it  is  to  say  that 
"we  have  to  make  the  ministry  of  the 
church  meaningful  as  well  as  ap^ 
pllcable  and  we  can  only  do  that  by 
approaching  apartment  dwellers  as 
persons  of  equal  dignity  and  worth 
The  Rev  Vaughn  Nave,  a  United 
Methodist  clergyman  who  heads  up  the 
urban  ministry  program  in  Knoxville. 
Term  .  acknowledged  the  need  to  view 
apartment  dwellers  as  people  rather 
than  unwilling  recipients  of  special 
ministries,  but  said  Uus  awareness 
should  not  be  allowed  to  overshadow 
some  real  differences  between  apart 
ment  dwellers  and  homeowners 
The  very  fact  that  they  have  chosen  to 
live  in  apartments  rather  than 
traditional  one-family,  onehome  com 
mgnittee  sets  them  apart,  he  said 
And  while  this  decision  may  be 
predicated  by  economics  or  other  such 


ministry 

factors,  continued  Mr  Nave,  it  seems  to 
increasingly  be  growing  out  of  a  life-style 
participated  in  by  many  singles  and 
young  adults  nowadays. 

Rut  not  much  interested  in 
traditional  institutions 

And  that  is  a  life-style  which  —  by 
choice  —  frequently  eschews  deep  in¬ 
volvements  in  the  more  traditional  in¬ 
stitutions 

Now  that  brings  the  church  face  to  face 
with  the  question  of  alternative  life  styles 
and  values  a  sticky  proposition  at  best 
for  many  United  Methodists  —  and  a 
large  measure  of  the  church’s  success  in 
ministering  to  apartment  dwellers  is 
likely  to  pivot  on  how  willing  it  is  to  admit 
that  a  "different"  value  or  lifestyle  is  not 
always  something  to  be  marked  down  in 
the  negative  column  of  the  "Lamb’s  Book 
afl  i  Mi 

For  instance,  continued  Mr  Nave,  by 
virtue  of  not  owning  the  real  estate  which 
they  occupy  persons  who  live  in  apart¬ 
ments  are  more  likely  to  be  mobile  and, 
consequently,  their  involvement  with  any 
particular  congregation  is  likely  to  be 
short  term. 

Most  coasultation  participants  agreed 
that  for  a  variety  of  reasons  the  most 
effective  apartment  ministries  are  those 
which  are  congregations lly  based  One  of 
the  most  important  of  these  reasons,  it 
was  generally  held,  is  that  a  minister 
who  has  a  congregation  behind  him  or 
her  is  more  likely  to  be  viewed  as  a  friend 
inviting  the  apartment  dweller  to  Join  a 
caring  community  or  equal  footing 
rather  than  being  viewed  as  a 
professional  being  paid  by  some 
nameless  group  to  do  that  which  is 
necessary  but  not  particularly  desirable 

It  was  also  noted  that  the  overt  offering 
of  salvation  in  such  traditional  ways  as 
"are  you  saved,  brother."  is  more  often 
than  not  a  turn  off 

Mr  Yingling  said  he  has  found  in  his 
apartment  ministry  efforts  that  the  more 
circutioua  route  is  often  the  best  that  la, 
offering  a  variety  of  entres  to  the  church, 
especially  through  service  programs 
such  as  "Big  Brother"  or  political-ethical 
forums 

Otherwise,  it  was  generally  conceded 
that  a  conscious  effort  to  cultivate  the 
"word  of  mouth"  technique  is  perhaps 
the  best  way  to  interest  apartment 
dwellers  —  as  well  as  other  persons  in 
the  church 

Although  special  ministries  were  not 
held  up  as  the  panacea  for  all  ilia  it  was 
noted  that  in  some  way*  they  can  be 
effective 

A  new  twist  —  The  minister 
as  manager 

One  of  these  is  a  growing  alignment 
between  industry  and  the  church  wherein 
ministers  are  being  hired  as  resident 
managers 

While  such  a  person's  primary 
responsibility  is  management  of  the 
apartment  complex,  the  pastoral 
element  can  be  brought  to  bear  in  a  very 
effective  way  while  at  the  same  Ume 
"lowering  the  profile  of  the  manager 
from  enemy'  to  'concerned  person, *  " 
the  consultation  was  told 

Other  special  ministry  efforts  have 
been  found  to  be  effective  in  situations 
where  prrsont  with  common  problems 
are  grouped  in  one  apartment  complex 
i  see  related  story  elsewhere  on  this 
PM*  ' 

But  it  finally  gets  back,  added  Mr 
Yingling.  to  getting  over  the  "we  they 
syndrome  It's  Just  us  now  '* 


Methodist  minister  named 
to  top  COCU  executive  post 


TM/  l  MK  Staff  Special 

NEW  YORK  -  Dr  Gerald  F  Morde.  a 
44-year-old  linked  Methodist  minister, 
was  named  top  executive  officer  of  thr 
nine  denomination  Consultation  on 
Church  Union  (COCU  i  here  last  week, 
confirming  long  standing  rumors  that  a 
United  Methodist  was  being  " seriously 
considered"  for  the  top  ecumenical  post 

Dr  Moede.  who  describe*  himself  as 
"an  evangelical  Christian  with  a  burning 
conviction  that  church  union  is  God'* 
will."  will  succeed  Disciple*  of  Christ 
clergyman  Dr  Paul  Crow  as  COCU*S 
general  secretary  to  September  Dr 
Crow  *  leaving  the  post  to  oversee  the 
ecumenical  affairs  of  his  own 
denomination 

COCU  is  the  moat  wide  ranging  church 
union  enterprise  in  the  U.S  Unlike 
councils  of  churches,  the  stated  goal  of 
COCU  is  to  bring  about  physical  union 
between  denominations  in  the  belief  that 
"the  church  of  Jesus  Christ  should  not  be 
splintered  into  denominations."  officials 
explain 

In  an  interview  with  TM/  UtftB  Dr 
Moede  said  he  is  committed  as  strongly 
as  ever  to  physical  union  of  churches, 
despite  an  apparently  waning  interest  in 
organic  ecumenism  in  some  church 
circles 

Regardless  of  what  some  say.  con¬ 
tinued  Dr  Moede.  "church  union  is  not 
Just  a  liberal  pastime  It  is  God’s  will, 
and  our  mandate  to  fulfill  that  will  comes 
straight  from  the  Bible.” 

As  evidence  of  the  fact  that  so-called 
liberals  do  not  have  a  corner  on  the 
church  union  market.  Dr  Moede  pointed 
to  current  negotiations  between  the  Free 
Methodist  and  the  Wesleyan  churches 
which  are  expected  to  result  in  union  in 
the  near  future  Both  denominations  are 


evangelical  In  orientation 

Dr  Moede  said  he  also  is  heartened  by 
the  apparent  ecumenical  fallout  from 
such  evangelical  events  as  Key  73.  which 
brought  together  a  variety  of  strange 
theological  bedfellows  ranging  from 
Billy  Graham  to  a  number  of  Roman 
Catholic  bishops 

"I  consider  myself  an  evangelical 
Christian  and  feel  that  I  will  be  able  to 
relate  to  these  very  promising  events." 
he  continued  "And  I  think  it  is  very 
important  that  those  who  see  themselves 
as  evangelical  or  theologically  con¬ 
servative  be  given  a  chance  to  be  heard  " 

Dr  Moede  also  stressed  that  he  an¬ 
ticipates  continuing  COCU's  recent 
emphasis  on  local  church  ecumenical 
endeavor*,  hoping  to  bring  about  a 
collegiaiity  at  the  local  church  level 
which  will  become  the  ground  work  for 
future  union 

Dr  Moede  is  currently  on  the  Faith  and 
Order  Secretariat  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  in  Geneva  where  he  is  involved 
in  researching,  observing  and  writing 
about  the  ecumenical  movement  around 
the  world  He  has  held  the  position  since 
1967 

He  is  a  native  of  Wisconsin  and  a 
graduate  of  Macalester  College.  St  Paul. 
Minn  .  and  Garrett  Theological 
Seminary.  Evanston.  Ill  He  received  his 
doctorate  from  the  University  of  Basel 
< Switzerland'  where  he  studied  under 
famed  theologian  Karl  Barth 

In  addition  to  naming  Dr  Moede  to  the 
top  COCU  post.  COCU  officials  selected 
Dr  John  H  Satterwhite  a  black 
clergyman  affiliated  with  the  African 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  Zion,  as 
associate  general  secretary  The  62-year- 
old  clergyman  is  professor  of  ecumenics 
at  United  Methodist-related  Wesley 
Theological  Seminary  in  Washington. 
DC 


Church-sponsored  apartment  for 
divorcees  gives  way  to  community 


DALLAS  As  a  general  rule,  the 
youthful  minister  explained,  apartment 
dwellers  like  to  stay  up  late  on  Saturday 
night  and  sleep  late  on  Sunday  morning 
That  syndrome,  of  course,  matches 
most  apartment  dwellers  with  in 
sufficient  energy  and  motivation  to  get  to 
II  a  m  worship  services 
Consequently .  one  of  the  first  things  the 
Rev  Norma  Myer  did  when  she  became 
"minister  in  residence"  at  Maple  Lawn 
Apartment  Complex  here  was  to 
inaugurate  3pm  worship  servlcef.  It 
works  the  people  are  coming 
That  might  sound  a  bit  unorthodox  to 
dyed  in  the- wool  churchgoers  who  like 
their  theology  dished  up  promptly  at  II 
a  m  But  the  whole  ministry  at  Map!* 
Lawn  proceeds  on  rather  unorthodox 
premises  And  that's  the  way  Ms  Myer 
likes  it  because  that's  the  way  it  works 
best 

The  complex  sponsored  by  the 
United  Methodist  Church  funds  from  the 
North  Texas  Conference  and  the  National 
Divison.  Board  of  Global  Ministries  — 
was,  in  fact,  begun  to  minister  to  a 
segment  of  society  that  the  institutional 
church  found  itself  less  and  less  able  to 
respond  to  adequately  the  single  parent 
family  In  an  apartment  setting 
The  40  unit  complex,  which  opened  in 
May  1973.  was  the  result  of  a  dream  held 
by  the  small  congregation  of  Maple  Lawn 
United  Methodist  Church 
lxxrated  in  an  area  of  town  which  was 
rapidly  becoming  a  veritable  sea  of  new 
apartment  complexes,  the  congregation 
realized  that  their  chapel-sized  church 
and  over  SO  congregation  Just  wasn't 
"cutting  the  mustard"  among  the 
swinging  set  attracted  by  thr  apart¬ 
ments 

The  focus:  single-parent 
families 

Following  an  extensive  study  and 
survey  of  the  area,  the  congregation 
handed  over  the  church  property  to  the 
North  Texas  Conference  with  the 
recommendation  that  it  be  used  for 
constructing  an  apartment  complex  and 
service  Center  to  minister  to  single 
parent  families 

Among  the  facilities  housed  in  the 
complex's  service  center  are  a  day  care 
center,  nursery,  library,  telephone 
ministry’  and  the  W  Kenneth  Pope 
Chapel  named  in  honor  of  the  retired 
bishop  of  the  Dallas  Fort  Worth  Area 
Unlike  most  church -sponsored  apart 
ment  units.  Maple  Lawn  is  not  designed 
for  income  families  Apartment  rentals 
range  from  $175  to  $185  a  month,  which  is 
a  shade"  lower  than  comparable 
apartments  in  the  area,  according  to  the 
minister 

Basically,  said  Ms  Myer,  who  also  acts 
as  the  complex  manager,  Maple  Lawn  is 
trying  to  serve  a  segment  of  society  that 
has  been  somewhat  neglected  Even 
though  they  do  not  make  up  a  part  of  the 
city's  poverty  population,  these  are 
people  who  need  ministering  to  also 
No  one  seems  to  regret  the  church's 
decision  to  launch  into  the  unusual 


Poem  of  (lie  Week 

Take  heart 

By  GAIL  COOKE 

There’s  never  defeat. 

Unless  you  let  it 

If  you  think  you're  beaten. 

Push  one,  forget  it. 

For  God  who  has  power 
Over  all 

Teaches  us  we  ll  triumph 
And  not  fall 

The  phrase  that  brings  peace. 
Forever  contents  me  - 
If  God  is  for  me. 

Who  can  be  against  me? 


venture 

"It’s  really  a  success  on  all  fronts,” 
said  Ms  Myer,  explaining  that  most 
Maple  Lawn  residents  are  single  because 
of  divorce  rather  than  death  of  a  spouse 
"And  this  presents  a  set  of  special 
problems  that  have  not  always  been  dealt 
with  adequately  by  the  church.”  she 
continued. 

The  problem:  shirking 
responsibility 

One  of  these  problems,  she  said,  is  a 
general  tendency  to  shirk  responsibility, 
a  syndrome  which  is  seen  in  moat 
apartment  dwellers,  but  ia  more 
pronounced  in  divorced  persons. 

"Apartment  dwellers  seem  to  think 
they  are  Just  sort  of  staying  in  this  place 
and  assume  that  someone  else  -  usually 
the  landlord  —  will  accept  the  respon¬ 
sibility,”  she  said  "And  when  there's  a 
child  invoived.  the  desire  to  get  rid  of 
responsibility  frequently  is  aimed  in  that 
direction  also  This  is  often  found  in  the 
wake  of  a  divorce  because  the  mother  — 
or  father  —  is  trying  to  develop  a  new 
lifestyle  and  feels  the  child  greatly 
reduces  the  options  that  would  otherwise 
be  open  " 

Ms  Myer  said  she  has  dealt  with  this 
and  other  problems  through  a  highly 
successful  series  of  therapy  groups  using 
the  transactional  analysis  model. 

The  groups,  she  said,  have  helped  in 
the  creation  of  perhaps  the  most  unique 
aspect  of  Maple  Lawn  as  opposed  to  other 
apartment  complexes  "The  complex 
functions  as  a  real  community  The 
people  are  involved  in  each  other's  lives. 
They're  pulling  together  " 

"It’s  really  different."  agrees  Carol 
Ely  "I  know  who  my  neighbors  are  and 
that's  really  something  ” 

Ms  Ely.  a  resident  who  teaches  in 
Maple  Lawn's  day  school,  says  she  finds 
that  "most  of  the  people  have  been 
through  what  I've  been  through  and  they 
Just  sort  of  know  instinctively  what  I 
need." 

Herself  a  divorcee.  Ms  Myer  said  she 
came  across  the  Job  as  Maple  lawn's 
chaplain-administrator  by  accident  — 
someone  asked  her  if  she  knew  of  anyone 
who  might  want  the  position  —  and  found 
that  “it  fit  Just  like  a  glove  ” 

Ms  Myer.  a  recent  graduate  of 
Southern  Methodist  University’s  Perkins 
School  of  Theology,  has  two  teenage 
daughters 

"Since  my  divorce  I've  been  very  in 
terested  in  the  problems  of  divorced 
people  "  she  said 

Being  left  alone  with  a  child  is  one  of 
the  most  difficult  tasks  in  our  society, 
especially  when  you  have  to  work  all  day. 
Of  course  there's  also  a  lot  of  grief  that 
goes  along  with  it,  much  the  same  sort  of 
grief  experienced  when  a  member  of 
your  family  dies  Add  to  that  feelings  of 
rejection  and  being  unloved,  and  you’ve 
got  some  real  problems,”  explained  the 
minister. 

The  solution:  being  part  of  a 
caring  community 

"Being  a  part  of  a  community  which 
has  sort  of  corporately  shared  the  same 
pains  and  agonies  is  very  helpful  in 
overcoming  those  painful  experiences.” 
explains  Ms  Jody  Porta,  a  resident  at 
Maple  Lawn  who  describes  her  neighbors 
as  "very  supportive  and  caring." 

"In  most  apartment  complexes,” 
continued  Ms  Porta.  "If  you  drop  dead, 
no  one  knows  the  difference  and  could 
care  less  But  at  Maple  Lawn,  you  really 
know  each  other  If  you’re  ill,  you  know 
somebody’s  going  to  come  see  about 
you  ’ 

Maple  Lawn,  concludes  Ms.  Myer,  is  a 
good  example  of  how  to  change  "rhetoric 
into  action  What  we  re  trying  to  do  here 
s  relate  to  people  where  we  find  them. 


Rev.  Norma  Myer 

That's  not  to  say  we're  not  a  part  of  the 
church  The  church  put  me  here  and  I 
feel  that  I’m  a  responsible  church  per 
son 

"We're  Just  trying  to  say  that  the 
church  does  care  about  what  happens  to 
you.  We  want  to  reach  you  where  you  are 
because  we're  concerned  about  you  as  a 
per«on  "  -BILL  BUCHANAN 


annual  conferences  —  Baltimore. 
Memphis,  and  Oklahoma  Indian 
Missionary  —  voted  last  week  to  begin 
weekly  editions  of  the  United  Methodist 
Reporter,  bringing  to  23  the  number  of 
conferences  now  published  as  editions  of 
The  Texas  Methodist/  United  Methodist 
Reporter 

The  Baltimore  Conference,  which 
includes  most  of  Maryland,  the  District 
of  Columbia,  and  a  small  portion  of  West 
Virginia,  will  begin  its  weekly  edition  by 
January  of  1975  In  the  meantime, 
monthly  "sample"  issues  of  "Act-Coni” 
—  as  the  Baltimore  Conference  edition  is 
called  —  will  be  published.  Circulation  of 
"Act-Corn”  is  10,000.  Its  editor  is  the  Rev 
Anders  Lunt. 

The  Memphis  Conference,  which  in¬ 
cludes  Western  Tennessee  and  Western 
Kentucky,  will  begin  its  weekly  edition  in 
January  of  1975  It  will  be  circulated  to  a 
minimum  of  8%  of  each  congregation’s 
membership  in  the  conference,  with  a 
total  circulation  ol  8,iKK)  to  9.000.  An 
editor  for  the  Memphis  Conference 
edition  is  yet  to  be  named 

The  Oklahoma  Missionary  Missionary 
Conference  —  which  includes  native- 
American  congregations  in  Oklahoma, 
Kansas,  Arizona  and  Texas  will  begin 
its  edition  this  summer  with  a  weekly 
circulation  of  1,500  It  becomes  the 
second  ethnic  conference  to  establish  a 
TM/  UMR  edition  ;  the  other  is  the  Rio 
Grande  Conference,  which  publishes  its 
edition  in  Spanish  Editor  of  "The 
Advocate,"  as  the  Oklahoma  Indian 
Missionary  Conference  edition  is  called 

is  the  Rev.  Noah  Long 

Each  of  the  new  conferences  will  have 
one  representative  on  TM/  UMR's 
governing  board. 


Women’s  issue  also  surfaces 


Bishop  takes  charge 
at  First ,  Evanston 


In  an  attempt  to  ease  tension  at  con¬ 
troversy-plagued  Evanston  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Chicago  Area  Bishop 
Paul  Washburn  announced  last  week  he 
will  become  chief  pastor  of  the 
congregation  which  has  been  divided 
over  the  issue  of  whether  to  retain  its 
pastor.  Dr  Dow  Kirkpatrick 
But  before  the  dust  had  settled  on  that 
controversy.  Bishop  Washburn  found 
himself  in  the  middle  of  more  unhap¬ 
piness  over  pastoral  appointments  when 
he  refused  a  request  from  Chicago's 
Parish  of  the  Holy  Covenant  to  appoint  a 
woman  as  pastor 

The  bishop's  decision  to  actively  in¬ 
tervene  in  the  Evanston  situation  was 
made  in  the  wake  of  continuing  dissen- 
tion  caused  by  the  preaching  and 
pastoral  attitudes  of  Dr.  Kirkpatrick  who 
has  been  pastor  since  1962 
Early  in  his  pastorate  at  the  Evanston 
church.  Dr  Kirkpatrick  stirred  some 
controversy  by  inviting  Dr  Martin 
Luther  King.  Jr.,  to  preach  in  the  pulpit. 
During  the  past  decade,  the  pastor  was 
active  in  many  social  causes,  while  the 
church's  budget  dropped  from  $235,000  to 
$175,000  and  its  resident  membership 
went  from  3,500  to  1,200 
Although  Dr  Kirkpatrick’s  critics 
have  blamed  him  for  the  losses  and 
charged  that  he  has  been  "arrogant" 
towanl  those  who  disagreed  with  him.  his 
supporters  said  that  he  was  "com¬ 
passionately"  upholding  the  tradition  of 
a  "free  and  prophetic  pulpit.” 

Earlier  this  year,  the  congregation's 
Pastor-Parish  Relations  Committee 
voted  6-3  to  have  Dr.  Kirkpatrick  con¬ 
tinue  as  pastor  But  his  critics  called  for 
a  church  conference,  at  which  every 
member  of  Ihe  congregation  would  have 
the  right  to  vote  At  that  gathering  of  500 
persons,  after  two  hours  of  debate,  the 
congregation  voted  282-212  to  urge  that  he 
be  ousted 

Although  Dr.  Kirkpatrick  stated  at  the 


meeting  that  he  would  not  leave  until 
"you  discover  I'm  not  your  problem," 
the  final  decision  lies  neither  with  him 
nor  the  congregation  but  with  Bishop 
Washburn,  who  has  the  authority  to 
make  ministerial  transfers 

In  announcing  his  decision  to  become 
active  as  chief  pastor  of  the  congregation 
during  June,  July  and  early  August. 
Bishop  Washburn  said,  "The  only 
changed  phrase  in  that  sentence  is  the 
phrase  'to  become  active.'  A  bishop  is 
always  the  chief  pastor  of  all  the  chur¬ 
ches  in  an  episcopal  area  hut  not  always 
active  as  such." 

He  explained  that  he  will  be  at  the 
church  on  four  Sunday  mornings  and 
several  weekdays,  and  added,  "During 
these  days  1  will  be  available  to  members 
of  all  persuasions  " 

Bishop  Washburn  acknowledged  that 
he  was  re-appointing  Dr  Kirkpatrick  and 
the  two  associate  pastors  to  the  church, 
and  explained,  "I  am  not  sufficiently 
informed  to  do  otherwise.  But  more 
importantly  I  cannot  give  the  signal  to 
the  whole  United  Methodist  Church  that 
our  episcopal  system  is  about  to  yield  to  a 
congregational  system  1  beseech  all  of 
you  to  give  me  a  chance  to  better  un¬ 
derstand  the  dis-ease  in  this  church 
before  you  take  hasty  actions  " 

The  bishop’s  decision  to  appoint  a  male 
minister  to  the  Parish  of  the  Holy 
Covenant  visibly  angered  members  of 
the  conference’s  Renewal  Caucus  who 
support  the  appointment  for  a  female 
minister. 

When  Bishop  Washburn  said  he  was 
slicking  by  his  decision  to  appoint  a 
male,  caucus  members  accused  him  of 
breaking  covenant  with  them  over  the 
matter  and  vowed  to  resist  any  pastoral 
relationship  with  him. 

Bishop  Washburn  told  the  conference 
that  he  would  continue  to  exercise  his 
pastoral  relationship  to  these  persons,  an 
announcement  that  was  greeted  with  a 
standing  ovation  by  most  delegates 
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Asian  United  Methodists 
organize  caucus 

NEW  YORK  -  Twelve  Asian- 
American  United  Methodist  pastors  and 
lay  persons  in  the  Northeastern 
Jurisdiction  met  here  recently  to 
organize  an  Asian-American  Caucus. 

According  to  the  bylaws,  the  group’s 
dual  purpose  involves  joining  United 
Methodist  clergy  and  laity  for 
development  of  Asian-American 
ministries  and  promoting  the  use  of 
Asian  cultural  resources  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church 

The  caucus’  membership  is  open  to  all 
Asian-American  United  Methodist 
ministers  and  lay  persons  in  the 
jurisdiction,  as  well  as  clerics  serving 
Asian-American  congregations  and 
representatives  from  those  parishes. 

First  black  D.  S.  named 
in  Alabama 

BIRMINGHAM  (RNS)  -  The  Rev  M 
C  Barrett  has  become  the  first  black 
clergyman  named  to  head  a  United 
Methodist  district  in  Alabama 

He  was  appointed  to  the  Decatur 
District  by  Bishop  Carl  J.  Sanders  at  the 
close  of  the  North  Alabama  Conference’s 
annual  meeting  here 

Mr  Barrett,  ordained  in  1938.  has  been 
pastor  of  Enon  United  Methodist  Church. 
Birmingham,  a  congregation  of  about  400 
members 

Formerly  all-black  and  all-white  in 
United  Methodist  units  in  North  Alabama 
were  merged  two  years  ago. 

Baptist  preacher  to  refund  salary 

DALLAS  (RNS)  -  Dr  W  A.  Criswell, 
who  has  been  pastor  of  the  18,000- 
member  First  Baptist  Church  of  Dallas 
for  30  years,  has  announced  that  he  plans 
(o  give  more  than  $600,000  to  the  church 


"I’ve  had  it  in  my  heart  all  my  life  that 
I  would  like  to  preach  without  pay,"  said 
the  past  president  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention.  "I  have  always  wanted  to  do 
God's  work  without  any  kind  of  financial 
reward.” 

He  recalled  that  when  he  began 
preaching  at  First  Baptist,  he  had  a 
salary  of  $10,000  a  year.  Today,  his  an¬ 
nual  salary  is  $35,000  a  year.  In  his  47- 
year  career  as  a  preacher,  Dr.  Criswell 
has  received  more  than  $600,000  from 
preaching  engagements  and  from  the 
sale  of  more  than  15  books  he  has  written, 
as  well  as  his  salary. 

Priest  to  retain  White  House  post 

BOSTON  (RNS)  —  Father  John  J. 
McLaughlin,  the  President's  Jesuite  aide 
and  adviser,  will  continue  to  work  for  Mr 
Nixon  on  a  full-time  basis  with  his 
society’s  blessing,  according  to  a 
statement  by  the  Jesuits’  New  England 
Provincial,  Father  Richard  T  Cleary. 

Father  Cleary  also  stressed  that 
Father  McLaughlin  "is  a  Jesuit  priest  in 
good  standing  in  the  Society  of  Jesus" 
and  indicated  in  a  statement  here  that 
the  controversial  priest  had  ironed  out 
his  difficulties  with  the  Roman  Catholic- 
order 

Father  McLaughlin,  whose  defense  of 
President  Nixon's  swearing  and  his  own 
living  style  —  which  he  describes  as 
"avant  garde,  salaried  and  autonomous" 
—  caused  his  superiors  to  disassociate 
themselves,  the  Jesuit  order,  and  the 
Catholic  Church  from  the  priest 
adviser’s  views. 

Three  more  annual 
conferences  vote  to 
tie-in  with  TM/UMR 

DA1XAS  —  Three  United  Methodist 
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Presbyterians  | 
set  to  explore 
plan  of  union 

ST.  PAUL,  Minn.  (RNS)  —  Reunion  of 
the  nation's  two  largest  Presbyterian 
denominations,  separated  since  the  Civil 
War  era,  may  have  been  facilitated  by  a 
recent  split  in  the  Southern  body,  ac¬ 
cording  to  a  ranking  Presbyterian 
leader. 

But  there  are  still  hurdles  that  must  be 
overcome  before  the  2.9  million-member 
United  Presbyterian  Church  in  the 
U.S. A.  and  the  900,000-member 
Presbyterian  Church  in  the  U.S. 
(Southern)  can  unite,  the  Dr.  Clinton  M. 
Marsh  said  here 

He  is  the  moderator  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  United  Presbyterian 
Church,  which  will  conduct  a  major  joint 
business  session  with  tne  Southern 
Presbyterian  general  Assembly 
Louisville,  Ky.,  on  June  18. 

At  that  time,  a  plan  of  union  to  bring 
the  two  denominations  will  be  officially 
presented.  It  is  expected  to  be  submitted 
for  two  years  of  study  by  presbyteries  of 
the  two  denominations. 

The  earliest  the  union  cound  be  con¬ 
summated  is  1977,  Dr.  Marsh  said. 

The  Southern  Presbyterians  require  a 
two-thirds  favorable  vote  by  its 
presbyteries  while  the  United 
Presbyterians  need  only  a  simple 
majority. 

Southern  Presbyterians  feel  there  is  a 
“much  better  chance”  of  getting  ap¬ 
proval  for  the  union  in  their 
denomination  now  that  some  have  with¬ 
drawn  and  started  a  new  denomination, 
the  National  Presbyterian  Church.  Some 
of  the  Southern  moderates  who  feared  a 
split  if  the  Church  merged  will  no  longer 
have  that  fear  since  the  split  has  already 
taken  place.  Dr.  Marsh  said. 

But  he  said  there  is  still  some  concern 
among  some  Southern  Presbyterians 
that  the  United  Presbyterian  Church  is 
too  liberal  in  theology  and  on  racial 
issues  and  that  the  larger  Church  might 
"swallow  up”  the  smaller  body. 

Dr.  Marsh  reported  that  there  is  some 
opposition  to  the  merger  among  United 
Presbyterians  in  two  all-black  synods  in 
the  South.  They  fear  they  will  be 
dominated  by  White  Southern 
Presbyterians,  he  said. 

The  plan  of  union  has  a  temporary 
quota  system  built  into  it,  providing  that 
boards  and  committees  would  have 
certain  proportions  of  black  members. 

Dr.  Marsh,  in  an  interview,  said  he 
thought  the  future  of  the  Consultation  on 
Church  Union  (COCU)  was  to  stimulate 
ecumenical  action  on  the  local  and 
regional  levels. 

A  national-scale  union  of  several 
denominations,  once  expected  from 
COCU,  is  "out  of  the  question  for  now,” 
he  said. 

Dr.  Marsh,  a  member  of  the  staff  of 
the  Omaha,  Neb.,  Presbytery,  is  the 
second  black  to  serve  as  moderator  of  the 
United  Presbyterian  Church. 

Preachers 
keep  in  touch 

for  43  years 

ATLANTA  (RNS)  —  A  “round  robin” 
letter  which  has  covered  a  distance 
nearly  three  times  as  far  as  the  moon  has 
bound  13  Methodist  ministers  together 
without  a  break  for  43  years. 

It  is  "the  greatest  and  longest-lived  of 
round  robin  letters,  judged  by  spiritual 
effects,  longevity  and  deepened  friend¬ 
ship,”  said  Dr.  George  H.  Jones  of  Nash¬ 
ville,  a  member  of  the  group. 

The  letter,  now  on  its  151st  round,  was 
started  by  a  group  of  young  ministers 
who  were  classmates  at  Emory’s  Can¬ 
dler  School  of  Theology  here. 

They  were  an  unusual  group,  becoming 
pastors  of  Methodism’s  largest  churches, 
presidents  of  colleges,  executive 
secretaries  of  conference  councils.  Three 
became  bishops.  One  became  chairman 
of  the  College  of  Bishops  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

The  initial  letter  in  1931  invited  10 
former  classmates  “to  swap  ex¬ 
periences.  and  joke,  and  be  reg’lar 
fellows  again  .  .  .  to  tell  each  other 
what  we  are  thinking,  doing,  planning, 
reading,  preaching,  etc.  Let  us  pass 
profitable  experiences  and  ideas  on  to 
each  other.” 

The  letter  writers  grew  in  number  and 
included  some  of  the  noted  teachers  at 
Emory,  including  Dr.  Wyatt  Atkin 
Smart. 

Members  of  the  chain  took  out  their 
former  letter  as  it  reached  them  and 
added  a  new  one  to  the  pile,  forwarding 
the  ever-renewed  batch  to  the  next 
writer.  In  the  43  years,  the  letter  has 
traveled  between  600,000  and  700,000 
miles. 

In  all,  18  took  part  in  the  round  robin. 
Among  the  five  who  have  died  are  Bishop 
John  W.  Branscomb  of  Florida  and  Cuba, 
and  Dr.  Smart. 

Still  participating  in  the  round  robin 
are  13  retired  ministers:  George  C. 
Baker  of  Dallas;  Frank  A.  Calhoon  of 
Nashville;  Charles  L.  Cooper  of 
Lexington,  Ky.;  Claude  B.  Dickenson  of 
Greenville,  Va.;  Cecil  P.  Hardin  of 
Maryville,  Tenn.  ;  Bishop  Paul  Hardin  of 
Lake  Junaluska,  N.C.;  George  H.  Jones 
of  Nashville;  H.  Lester  Kingman  of 
Walnut  Grove,  S.C.;  John  Henry  Kohler 
of  Bennettsville,  S.C.;  Bishop  Edward  J. 
Pendergrass  of  Lakeland,  Fla.;  Herbert 
S.  Southgate  of  Venice,  Fla.;  D.  Willie 
Poole  of  Gulfport,  Miss.;  and  Milton  H. 

Wyatt  of  Bradenton,  Fla. 
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Missionary  training  center  closes 

‘ Moratorium  ’  concept  marks  new  mission  era 


Join  picket  line 

PIKEVILLE,  Ky  —  United  Methodist  Bishop  D.  Frederick  Wertz  of  West  Virginia 
[right]  and  A.  Dudley  Ward,  staff  executive  of  the  United  Methodist  Board  of 
Church  and  Society,  join  striking  workers  Ruby  Prater  and  Irene  Charles 
[background]  on  the  picket  line  in  front  of  the  Pikeville  Methodist  Hospital  after 
speaking  at  a  workers’  rally  and  picnic.  The  picket  line  has  been  maintained  at  the 
hospital  throughout  the  two  years  that  non-professional  workers  have  been  striking 
the  institution  [see  related  story  elsewhere  on  this  page]. 
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STONY  POINT,  N.Y.  —  Sixty 
Protestant  mission  leaders  gathered 
here  to  say  farewell  to  the  Missionary 
Orientation  Center. 

The  facility,  located  on  a  12-acre  tract 
in  Rockland  County,  N.Y.,  is  up  for  sale. 
For  12  years  it  has  been  the  major 
training  center  for  overseas  missionaries 
dispatched  by  five  denominations,  in¬ 
cluding  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

For  mission  executives  and  Stony 
Point  "alumni,”  the  closing  of  the  center 
was  an  occasion  of  both  sadness  and 
promise. 

One  reason  the  center  is  no  longer 
needed  is  that  fewer  missionaries  are 
being  sent  abroad  by  “mainline” 
denominations  as  indigenous  churches 
provide  more  of  their  own  leadership. 

For  more  than  a  decade  the  ter¬ 
mination  of  old-styles  of  mission  has  been 
envisioned  by  those  advancing  a  “part¬ 
nership”  concept. 

"The  gospel  can  no  longer  be  trans¬ 
mitted  in  the  American  mold  for  other 


By  Kentucky  Annual  Conference 

Pikeville  Hospital’s  efforts  affirmed 


RICHMOND,  Ky.  —  The  Kentucky 
Conference  in  its  annual  meeting  here 
last  week  approved  a  resolution  af¬ 
firming  the  administration  of  strike- 
plagued  Methodist  Hospital  in  Pikeville 
and  expressing  the  belief  that  the 
hospital’s  operations  are  in  compliance 
with  the  United  Methodist  Social  Prin¬ 
ciples  statement. 

The  resolution  came  from  the  Health 
and  Welfare  Ministries  Division  of  the 
Conference  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
which  was  charged  with  monitoring  the 
hospital’s  work  in  relation  to  an  action 
taken  by  last  year’s  Kentucky  Annual 
Conference.  That  action:  (1)  affirmed 
the  denomination’s  Social  Principles’ 
which  support  collective  bargaining; 

(2)  affirmed  the  hospital  board’s  right  to 
treat  patient  care  as  their  first  priority; 

(3)  affirmed  the  right  of  non-professional 
workers  to  be  represented  in  relations 
wjth  the  hospital’s  management;  and 

(4)  charged  the  hospital  board  with 
providing  "avenues  for  representation” 
determined  by  employes. 

During  the  past  year,  the  hospital^ 
management  created  a  Personnel 
Advisory  Council  —  or  an  “in  house 
union”  as  some  have  termed  it  —  as  a 
means  of  conforming  with  the  fourth 
provision  of  last  year’s  action.  Those 
supporting  the  striking  workers  have 
rejected  the  Personnel  Advisory  Council 
as  inadequate,  and  redoubled  their  ef¬ 
forts  to  bring  pressure  to  bear  on  the 
hospital  board  to  recognize  the  workers’ 
right  to  be  represented  by  an  outside 
union. 

The  current  struggle  began  two  years 
ago  when  non-professional  workers  at  the 
Methodist  Hospital  in  Pikeville  walked 
off  the  job  in  protest  of  their  wages  and 
working  conditions.  A  group  of  the 
workers  —  variously  estimated  at  20  to 
200  in  number  —  has  since  sought  un¬ 
successfully  to  bargain  collectively  with 
the  hospital  administration  as  a  part  of 
the  Communications  Workers  of 
America  union.  Supporters  of  the 
workers  —  including  a  number  of  United 
Methodism’s  national  leaders  —  have 
accused  the  hospital  of  flagrantly 
violating  the  denomination’s  Social 
Principles’  section  on  collective 
bargaining. 

The  hospital’s  administration  replaced 
the  striking  workers  who  did  not  return  to 
their  jobs,  and  has  maintained  that  it 
cannot  recognize  and  bargain  with  a 
union  without  seriously  compromising 
patient  care.  Further,  the  hospital’s 
leadership  contends  that  its  workers 
have  been,  and  are,  treated  equitably. 

Those  supporting  the  workers  had 
hoped  the  Kentucky  Annual  Conference 

\  Good  news  for  I 
|  laity  from  IRS  | 


•:  The  Internal  Revenue  Service 

:■  has  good  news  for  lay  representa- 
f;  tives  to  annual  conference.  •: 

:•  Under  a  somewhat  obscure  > 
•:  clause— "162 :  Ordinary  Neces-  >j 
:•  sary  and  Business  Expenses”  — 

•:  travel  costs  incurred  by  laity  •: 
j:  during  annual  conference  are  tax-  •: 
:j  deductible.  j: 

:  Ordinarily,  expenses  for  clergy  •: 

•  delegates  to  annual  conference  are  :• 
;  borne  by  the  church,  whereas  •: 
:  laypersons  often  have  had  to  de-  :j 
pend  on  their  own  financial  re-  •; 
|  sources. 

According  to  an  IRS  spokesman, 
the  provision’s  usual  customers  :• 
are  business  persons,  physicians  $ 
and  other  professionals  —  frequent 
convention-goers.  >: 

But,  unknown  to  many  a  :j: 
layperson,  non-ordained  elected  :• 
representatives  of  a  church  may  >: 
claim  tax  deductions  for  lodging,  :• 
meals  and  transportation  during  >: 
annual  conference.  Expenses  for  2 
spouses  who  are  not  named  by  jj 
their  home  congregation  to  attend  >: 
the  meeting  are  not  provided  for  by  :• 
the  clause. 

Exact  figures  comparing  :• 
religious  and  secular  beneficiaries  •: 
of  the  provision  are  not  available,  2 
the  IRS  spokesman  said.  ;j 

Persons  interested  in  such  tax  2 
deductions  are  advised  to  contact 
their  local  IRS  office  for  further 
r>  information . . :• 


might  replace  persons  on  the  hospital’s 
present  Board  of  Trustees  with  persons 
more  sympathetic  to  their  cause.  While 
persons  of  this  persuasion  were  generally 
disappointed  by  the  conference’s  action, 
so  were  those  who  had  hoped  that  the 
conference  would  pass  a  resolution 
criticizing  United  Methodist  leaders 
from  outside  the  Kentucky  Conference’s 
bounds  for  "interfering.”  Sources  in¬ 
dicate  that  such  a  resolution  was 
prepared  but  not  presented  to  the  con¬ 
ference. 

In  other  developments  which  relate  to 
the  situation  in  Pikeville,  TM/  UMR  has 
learned  that  two  similarly  worded  bills 
passed  recently  by  the  House  and  the 
Senate  have  gone  to  a  reconciling 
committee  in  Congress.  Both  bills  would, 
in  effect,  give  the  National  Labor 
Relations  Board  (NLRB)  arbitration 
authority  over  non-profit  hospitals.  At 
present,  non-profit  hospitals  are  not 
under  the  NLRB’s  jurisdiction. 


It  was  also  learned  late  last  week  that 
the  Pike  (Pikeville)  County,  Ky.,  grand 
jury  has  indicted  six  of  the  seven  persons 
arrested  during  a  recent  demonstration 
at  the  hospital,  with  charges  ranging 
from  assault  and  battery  tq  resisting 
arrest. 

The  seventh  person  arrested  —  United 
Methodist  Minister  Robert  Forrester  of 
Jackson,  Ky.  —  was  charged  only  with  a 
misdemeanor  and  his  case  did  not  go 
before  the  grand  jury.  Hearings  for  the 
seven  —  labeled  by  some  the  "Pikeville 
Seven”  —  were  to  have  been  held  this 
week. 

In  still  another  development,  officials 
of  the  United  Mine  Workers,  a  group 
sympathetic  to  the  Pikeville  strikers, 
threatened  to  remove  their  support  from 
the  hospital  if  hospital  administrators 
refuse  to  sign  contracts  with  the  striking 
workers.  If  the  union  makes  good  on  its 
threat,  the  hospital  stands  to  lose  as 
much  as  $500,000  annually. 


j  Conference  highlights 


They’re  at  it  again. 

“They,”  of  course,  are  the  annual 
conferences  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  all  of  which  convene  for  their 
yearly  pow-wow  during  the  months  of 
May  and  June. 

For  some  the  meetings  are  just  a 
matter  of  making  sure  the  ecclesiastical 
machinery  is  properly  oiled  and 
assigning  ministers  to  their  respective 
appointments. 

Others,  however,  have  had  hard  rows 
to  hoe,  with  delegates  considering  a 
variety  of  issues  ranging  from  grape  and 
lettuce  boycotts  to  the  plight  of  Haitian 
refugees. 

And  some  got  a  much  needed  shot  of 
adrenalin  with  the  news  of  increase  of 
membership  in  their  conferences. 
Among  these  were  Louisiana  and  North 
Dakota. 

Highlights  of  what  happened  at 
selected  conferences  follow:. 

Florida  Conference 

LAKELAND  —  The  Florida  Con¬ 
ference  voted  support  of  some  400 
Haitian  refugees  facing  possible 
deportation  from  south  Florida. 

The  Haitians  have  asked  for  political 
asylum,  claiming  oppression  in  Haiti. 
U.S.  immigration  authorities  have 
declined  to  recognize  most  Haitians  as 
qualified  refugees. 

Sponsors  of  the  resolution  said  the 
refugees  will  face  severe  legal  charges  if 
they  are  returned  to  the  island  ruled  by  a 
Duvalier  family. 

Delegates  granted  $75,000  to  improve 
facilities  of  formerly  all-black  churches 
in  south,  central  and  northern  Florida. 
There  was  considerable  debate  on 
whether  such  aid  should  also  be  extended 
to  poor  white  parishes. 

Representatives  voted  $6,000  to 
Epicenter,  an  ecumenical  ministry  at 
hotels  serving  Walt  Disney  World  in 
Orlando. 

Louisiana  Conference 

SHREVEPORT  —  The  aftermath  of 
the  Vietnam  War  and  the  role  of  the 
church  was  the  subject  of  prolonged 
debate  on  the  Louisiana  Conference 
floor. 

Delegates  adopted  a  recommendation 
encouraging  continued  ministry  to 
Southeast  Asia  to  "alleviate  human 
suffering”  and  “show  acceptance  and 
reconciliation  to  our  own  young  men  who 
were  involved  in  the  conflicts  and  issues 
of  the  war.” 

The  proposed  Equal  Rights  Amend¬ 
ment  to  the  U.S.  Constitution  was  af¬ 
firmed  in  a  resolution  in  which  the 
conference  called  for  support  of  the  ERA 
(presently  before  the  state  legislature) 
and  expression  of  views  to  legislators. 
"The  Equal  Rights  Amendment,”  the 
statement  said,  "needs  the  support  of 
four  more  states  to  be  approved  as  the 
27th  Amendment  to  the  United  States 
Constitution.” 

New  Mexico  Conference 

SANTA  FE  —  Delegates  to  the  New 
Mexico  Conference  approved  the  for¬ 
mation  of  a  resource/  evangelism  team 
to  work  with  Spanish-speaking  and 
Mexican-American  people.  An  inter 
conference  committee  of  Rio  Grande  and 
New  Mexico  conference  members  will 
direct  the  team’s  activities. 

A  statement  on  pornography  called  on 
New  Mexico  churches  to  pressure 


lawmakers  to  effect  changes  in  the  rules 
governing  "obscene”  materials. 

Youth  participation  in  the  conference 
was  high.  As  many  as  120  young  persons 
attended  one  workshop,  and  the  youth 
held  separate  business  sessions  of  their 
own  in  addition  to  attending  regular 
conference  sessions. 

Northern  Illinois  Conference 

DE  KALB  —  United  Methodists  here 
voted  support  of  a  grape  and  lettuce 
boycott,  but  declined  to  boycott  one 
brand  of  wine  on  the  ground  that  all 
brands  should  be  avoided. 

The  resolution  backing  Cesar  Chavez’s 
United  Farm  Workers  Union  was  passed 
after  extended  debate. 

Delegates  also  overwhelmingly  ap¬ 
proved  a  statement  urging  unconditional 
amnesty  for  draft  resisters  and  deserters 
during  the  Vietnam  War. 

In  other  action,  the  conference: 

•  Encouraged  the  avoidance  of 
“male-dominated  theological  concepts  in 
worship.” 

•  Backed  continuation  of  the  im¬ 
peachment  process  by  the  House. 

Peninsula  Conference 

DOVER,  Dela.  —  The  Peninsula 
Conference  went  on  record  as  continuing 
its  opposition  to  state  lotteries.  Reflect¬ 
ing  an  historical  Methodist  stand  against 
all  forms  of  gambling,  delegates  over¬ 
whelmingly  said  “no”  to  lotteries. 

Amnesty,  homosexuality  and  campus 
ministry  programs  were  among  other 
concerns  tackled  by  the  conference. 

A  five-part  resolution  on  amnesty 
views  the  church  as  a  healing  force 
among  those  who  fought,  chose  alter¬ 
native  service  or  conscientiously  refused 
to  fight. 

The  measure  on  homosexuality  af¬ 
firmed  a  1972  position  of  the  General 
Conference,  stating  that  homosexuals,  no 
less  than  heterosexuals,  are  persons  of 
“sacred  worth”  and  thus  to  be  reconciled 
in  the  church’s  ministry. 

Attempts  to  end  campus  ministries  at 
three  institutions,  Delaware  State  in 
Dover,  the  University  of  Maryland  at 
Princess  Anne  and  Washington  College, 
Chestertown,  Md.,  were  blocked  by  black 
delegates. 

Texas  Conference 

GALVESTON  —  Reform  of  the 
national  election  process  is  needed, 
Texas  Conference  delegates  agreed, 
because  of  the  "steady  decline  of  in¬ 
tegrity  in  the  financing  of  public  elections 
as  well  as  a  general  degeneration  of 
morality  in  government.” 

The  conference  recommended 
establishment  of  an  independent  federal 
commission  to  oversee  national  election 
and  called  for  public  financing  of  elec¬ 
tions  and  enactment  of  laws  which  would 
guarantee  "strict  limitations  on  political 
contributions,  restrictions  on  campaign 
spending  in  federal  elections,  limitations 
on  cash  contributions  to  federal  can¬ 
didates  and  full  financial  disclosure  by 
federal  candidates.” 

Dr.  Robert  S.  Hayes,  Sr.,  president  of 
Wiley  College,  Marshall,  Tex.,  and  a 
black  clergyman;  appealed  to  the  con¬ 
ference  for  increase  funds  to  train  black 
ministers.  He  expressed  concern  about 
the  disproportionate  percentage  of  black 
students  entering  United  Methodist 
seminaries. 


countries,”  said  Dr.  Eugene  L.  Stock- 
well,  head  of  the  overseas  unit  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches. 

There  was  sadness  too,  for  the  closing 
of  the  center  reflected  reduced  giving  for 
missions  and  inflation.  None  of  the  five 
Churches  which  have  used  the  training 
center  are  phasing  out  missionaries, 
although  the  persons  sent  today  tend  to 
be  more  specialized  and  on  shorter 
assignment  than  in  former  years. 

Some  training  in  the  future  will  be  "on- 
the-field.”  Various  denominations  will 
make  plans  as  needed  for  orientation  in 
this  country. 

The  center  was  launched  in  1960  by  the 
United  Presbyterian  Church.  Since  1962 
it  has  also  served  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  the  United  Church  of  Christ,  the 
Christian  Church  (Disciples  of  Christ) 
and  the  Reformed  Church  in  America. 

End  of  a  missionary  era 

In  a  sense,  the  closing  of  the  center 
marks  the  end  of  a  missionary  era. 
Churches  in  Africa,  Asia  and  Latin 
America  are  increasingly  questioning 
the  sending  of  large  numbers  of 
American  missionaries. 

"It  i  s  important  for  Americans  to  see, 
to  hear,  to  dialogue,  to  listen  but  not  to 
design  a  way  or  even  help  to  design  a 
mission  methodology  for  the  world 
beyond  their  national  boundaries,”  Luiz 
Reinoso  of  the  Methodist  Church  of  Peru 
said  recently. 

Mr.  Reinoso  took  part  in  a  mid-May 
seminar  of  the  future  of  missions  at  the 
Overseas  Ministry  Study  Center  in 
Ventnor,  N.J. 

The  seminar,  jointly  sponsored  by 
International  Documentation  on  the 
Contemporary  Church’s  "Future  of  the 
Missionary  Project”  and  the  OMSC, 
united  representatives  of  Roman 
Catholic  mission  agencies,  conciliar 
Protestant  denominational  mission 
boards  and  conservative  evangelicals  to 
discuss  this  sensitive  issue  and  may  well 
have  been  the  first  such  trilateral  ex¬ 
change  of  experience  and  views  on 
mission  to  take  place  in  this  country. 

Dramatic  shifts  in  mission  ideology  is 
not,  however,  pleasing  to  all  groups 

Baptists  say  no  to 
Methodist  convert 

BUIES  CREEK,  N.C.  (RNS)  —  A 
faculty  committee  at  Campbell  College, 
a  Southern  Baptist  institution  here,  has 
supported  the  action  of  the  school’s 
trustees  in  declining  to  renew  the  con¬ 
tract  of  a  professor  of  religion  who 
transferred  his  church  membership  to  a 
United  Methodist  congregation. 

An  attorney  for  the  instructor,  Dr. 
Coleman  Markham,  said  he  and  his  client 
were  "absolutely  flabbergasted”  at  the 
vote  of  the  faculty  committee.  The 
lawyer,  K.  Edward  Green,  added  that  he 
did  not  think  the  decision  could  "possibly 
stand  up  in  any  court  of  law.” 

The  educator  said  that  his  joining  the 
Divine  Street  Methodist  Church  in  Dunn, 
N.C.,  two  years  ago  did  not  indicate  that 
he  had  any  objections  to  Baptist  beliefs, 
but  that  he  preferred  that  congregation 
because  of  "its  people  and  its  kind  of 
programs.” 


within  the  "mainline”  denominations.  A 
week  after  the  Ventnor  meeting, 
evangelicals  of  four  denominations  met 
in  Evanston,  Ill.  to  discuss  ways  to  en¬ 
courage  more  evangelistic  efforts  in 
mission  programs. 

Representative  at  the  Evanston 
gathering  came  from  the  United 
Methodist,  the  Episcopal,  the  United 
Presbyterian  and  Presbyterian,  U.C. 
(Southern)  Churches. 

Dr.  David  A.  Seamands,  chairman  of 
the  unofficial  Evangelical  Missions 
Council  in  the  United  Methodist  Church, 
said  that  Episcopal,  Methodist  and 
Presbyterian  participants  agreed  that 
mission  boards  of  their  denominations 
are  putting  "increasing  emphasis  on  the 
socio-political  and  decreasing  emphasis 
on  personal  outreach.” 

History  of  ‘moratorium’ 
on  mission 

A  moratorium  on  missionaries  was 
first  introduced  in  1971  by  the  Rev.  John 
Gatu,  general  secretary  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  of  East  Africa. 
Basically,  it  calls  for  a  withdrawal  of  all 
missionaries  for  a  period  of  time,  not  less 
than  five  years,  for  both  sending  and 
receiving  churches  to  rethink  and 
reformulate  what  should  be  their  future 
relationship.  The  differing  responses  of 
Christians  to  this  call  appears  to  be 
leading  to  a  split  within  several 
denominations  on  a  fundamental  issue  of 
the  faith. 

U  Kyaw  Than  of  Burma,  former 
general  secretary  of  the  Asia  Christian 
Council  now  teaching  at  Yale  Divinity 
School,  declared  that  moratorium  is  “not 
a  global  principle  to  be  applied 
everywhere.”  He  said  it  should  be  im¬ 
plemented  when  and  where  one  can  say 
“yes”  and  "no”  in  fellowship.  The 
moratorium,  he  explained,  would  include 
funds  as  well  as  personnel. 

Dr.  C.  Peter  Wagner,  professor  of 
World  Mission  at  Fuller  Theological 
Seminary  and  executive  secretary  of  the 
Fuller  Evangelistic  Association, 
maintained  that  Western  churches  must 
respond  to  Christ’s  command  to  make 
disciples  of  all  nations. 

"There  are  two  billion  unreached  who 
will  die  unreached  in  my  generation,"  he 
said.  "We’ll  need  all  the  missionaries  we 
can  get  to  witness  to  these  two  billion.” 

Third  World  representatives,  however, 
insisted  that  the  integrity  of  their 
churches  depended  on  their  right  to  their 
own  self -hood.  After  75  years  of  receiving 
missionaries  from  the  Western  world, 
they  said,  a  period  was  needed  in  which 
they  could  rediscover  themselves. 

Musembe  Kasiera  of  the  Kenya 
Pentacostal  Assemblies  challenged 
Americans  "who  talk  about  their  own 
cultural  paganism  and  civil  religion  yet 
do  nothing  about  it  while  insisting  that 
Third  World  churches  need  help  to  deal 
with  these  issues  in  their  own  countries.” 


FIBERGLASS 
1  SPIRES -CROSSES  "'/A 
BAPTISTRIES -SIQNS 
WATER  HEATERS  /J 

KRINKLGLAS  WINDOWS  /I 
^Church  credit  plans  available.  //i\ 
Free  colored  brochure. 

LITTLE  GIANT  MANUFACTURING  ( 

Box  518  /  Orange,  Texas  77630 
Phone:  713  8834246 


Classified 

Rate:  25c  per  word,  figure  or  Initial  per  In¬ 
sertion.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on 
contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  In  advance.  Minimum  charge  of  <6.25 
Service  charge  or  blind  ads  tl.00  per  Insertion. 

METHODIST  TOUR  of  Scandinavia.  Russia, 

1  Czechoslovakia.  July  25  to  August  15.  Worship 

with  Methodists  In  Norway.  U.S.S.R.  (Tallinn) 
and  Prague.  Write  or  phone:  Dr.  Paul  Van- 
degriff.  Monroe  Street  U.M.  Church.  Toledo, 

JERUSALEM  WORLDWIDE  METHODIST 
Evangelism  Convocation  Included  In  our  fifth 
Israel  tour  Nov.  14-23.  Ten  days  from  New 
York,  $679.  Rev.  Anthony  Webster.  Box  45505. 
Houston.  Texas  77045.  (713 >-433-3890. 

HOMEPARENTS  NEEDED  for  child  care. 

These  are  full  time  positions  for  married 
couples  with  no  dependents.  In  addition  to 
salary,  we  provide  meals,  laundry  service, 
living  quarters  while  on  duty,  sick  leave;  also 

HAVE  YOU  RECEIVED  your  copy  of  "A 
Methodist  Is.  .  .  ",  the  new  book  of  100 
humorous  cartoons  about  us  church  members  7 

Still  only  $1.50  from  Cokesbury. 

Insurance  and  retirement  programs  are 
available.  Applicants  must  be  non-smokers, 
non-drinkers,  high  school  graduate,  preferably 
with  college  training.  These  post  dons  can 
provide  very  rewarding  experiences.  Please 

SPECIAL  PLANNED  "AROUND  WORLD” 

Home.  1111  Herring  Ave..  Waco.  Texas  76706. 

Lubbock.  Texas. 

A  VACATION  THAT’S  SENSIBLE:  Ski  lodge 

A  UNIQUE  OPPORTUNITY.  A  successful 
retired  salesman  or  minister  to  represent  one 
of  America’s  fastest  growing  religious  radio 
programs  In  your  area.  Exceptionally  good 
Income  potential.  If  Interested,  write, 
Methodist  Hour,  Box  77.  Orlando.  Florida 

32802 

rates  —  as  low  as  $15  per  couple.  Entirely  new 
fatuities.  Play  golf,  tennis,  croquet,  bumper 
pool;  relax  at  pool  side,  stocked  lake;  enjoy 
club  faculties.  Garden  Valley  Golf  and  Tennis 
Resort.  Int.  20.  Exit  110.  70  miles  east  of 
Dallas.  Reservations:  (214  >-882-3687,  or  write 
Hunter  Brush.  Box  500.  Llndale.  Texas  75771. 

UNITED  METHODIST  HERITAGE  TOUR  of 
England  with  Bishop  O.  Eugene  Slater.  Nine 
days  beginning  November  25,  1974  from  San 
Antonio.  $499.00.  For  brochure:  Bob  Sanders. 

Box  793.  Winters.  Texas  79567.  (915)-754-S213. 

WE  SPECIALIZE  IN  church  pew  upholstery. 
QuaUty  work  at  reasonable  prices.  For  further 
Information,  contact:  Randall's  Upholstery,  j 

406  S.  College.  Waxahachle.  Texas  75165. 
Telephone  (214)  937-3660.  ■ 

HOUSE  PARENTS  NEEDED:  Couples  ' 

needed  to  live  In  and  work  with  up  to  10  teenage 
boys  or  girls  with  adjustment  problems. 
Salary,  housing  allowance  and  benefits.  Dr. 

Allen  D.  McCune,  Assistant  Director.  United 
Methodist  Youthvlllo.  Inc..  P.O.  Box  210. 

DELUXE  ORIENTAL  TOUR:  Rev.  and  Mrs. 

Ed  Laux,  experienced  escorts.  Invite  you  to 

Join  them.  3  weeks  In  August  “74.  Brochure 
available.  Write:  Rev.  Ed  Laux.  6247 
Annapolis.  Dallas.  Texas  75214. 

Newton.  Kansas  67114. 

CHURCH  BUS  FOR  SALE:  Cher.  6  cylr..  37 
passenger.  Needs  transmission  overhaul. 
$1,250.00.  Needs  1974  license.  Contact: 
Riverside  United  Methodist  Church.  326  N. 
Riverside  Dr..  Fort  Worth.  Texas  76111.  phone 

understanding  and  spiritual  development  For 
free  Information  or  $5.00  leader  packet  write: 
Spiritual  Growth  Foundation.  2315-50th.  Suite 

1.  Lubbock.  Texas  79412.  | 

$363  ROUND  TRIP  from  New  York  to 
Luxembourg.  Seven  Icelandic  escorted;  three 

15-day.  from  $524  to  $708;  two  22-day.  from  $669 
to  $879.  Plenty  tours -esc  or  ted.  Independent,  on 
your  own.  Earn  Trip.  W.  H.  Sims  Tours.  2320 
Chimney  Rock.  Houston.  Texas  77027.  (713) 
782-1601. 

Cushions  For 

Church  Pews 

COMFORT  AND  BEAUTY 

AT  PRICES  YOU 

CAN  AFFORD 

Flowers  Cushion 
Service 

Keene,  Texas  76059 

Phone 

(817)  M 15-9203 

"COME  ALIVE”  weekend  for  singles.  Enjoy 
fun.  fellowship  and  personal  growth  at 
Daytona  Beach.  Fla..  October  4.  5,  6.  Spon¬ 
sored  by  United  Methodists.  Write  far  free 
details:  Nancy  McAmls,  Registrar.  8600  S.  W. 

142nd  St.  Miami.  Fla.  33156. 
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Subscriptions 

THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 
is  published  each  Friday. 

Cost  of  a  single  subscription 
is  $2.50  per  year. 

Send  all  subscription 
requests  to: 

LOUISIANA  METHODIST 
P.O.  Box  4325 

Shreveport,  Louisiana  71104 


The 
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An  edition  of  The  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Send  P.O.  Form  to  Box  1076  Dallas,  Texas  75221 


News  stories 

Please  send  all  news  storifes 
and  photographs  to: 

Cecil  Bland,  Editor 
LOUISIANA  METHODIST 

P.  0.  Box  4325 

Shreveport,  Louisiana  71104 


$1,000  FOR  KOREA:  Presenting  a  check  for  $1,000  for  a  Korean  College  Fund  to 
Vivian  First  church  pastor.  Rev.  Louis  M.  Coppage,  second  from  left,  are  Harold 
McCarley,  UMM  president;  Mrs.  Norvie  Burr,  chairwoman  of  Council  on 
Ministries,  Mrs.  W.  B.  Parker  III,  president,  UMW,  and  K.  G.  Smith,  chairman  of 
commission  on  Membership  and  Evangelism.  Not  shown  is  Mrs.  Donnell  Bagley, 
head  of  the  church  commission  on  Missions. 


Annual  Lay  Retreat 
weekend  of  June  29-30 


The  Eighteenth  Annual  Lay  Retreat  of 
the  Louisiana  Conference  will  be  held  at 
Centenary  College  in  Shreveport  the 
weekend  of  June  29-30.  Under  the  two 
themes  of  “Concern  for  Persons”  and 
“Evangelism,”  the  event  will  feature  two 
of  the  nation’s  top  speakers,  Rev.  Harold 
C.  Letts  and  Rev.  Howard  C.  Blake. 

Rev.  Letts  is  the  top  man  in  the 
Lutheran  Church  in  America  in  Christian 
Social  Concerns.  He  will  speak  on 
“Concern  for  Persons.” 

Rev.  Blake  is  the  leader  in  his 
denomination,  the  Presbyterian  Church 
in  the  United  States,  in  program  leader¬ 
ship  on  “Evangelism  of  the  Laity.” 


Registration  blanks  are  in  the  hands  of 
the  District  Lay  Leaders  of  the  Con¬ 
ference,  or  are  available  from  the 
Conference  office  in  Shreveport.  Each 
member  of  the  conference  also  received 
one  in  their  delegate  packets  at  the 
recent  Annual  Conference  session  in 
Shreveport. 

The  Retreat  opens  with  registration  at 
12  Noon  in  James  Dormitory,  June  29, 
and  ends  at  noon  Sunday  following 
worship  services  led  by  Bishop  Finis  A. 
Crutchfield.  The  program  is  so  arranged 
that  all  persons  may  attend  all  the 
sessions  of  the  retreat. 


Mission  School  schedules 


The  first  scheduled  School  of  Christian 
Mission  at  Centenary  College  this  year 
will  begin  Wednesday,  July  17  with 
registration  from  8:30-11:30  A.M.  in 
James  Dormitory.  The  opening  plenary 
session  will  take  place  in  Hurley  Music 
Auditorium  at  1:15  P.M.,  with  an  over¬ 
view  of  the  study  courses  at  1:45  P.M.  by 
Mrs.  John  B.  Freeman,  Mrs.  David  J. 
Cathcart  and  Mrs.  Inez  W.  Chrisentery. 
The  regular  classes  in  the  two  basic 
subjects,  “Education  for  Global  Con¬ 
sciousness,”  and  “Our  Faith  in  the  Midst 
of  Pluralism,”  will  be  held  starting  at 
3:00  P.M. 

Mrs.  Freeman  will  present  the  first 
section  of  the  Bible  Study  on  the  Book  of 
Jonah  at  7:00  P.M.  in  Hurley  Music 
Auditorium. 

Classes  on  Thursday,  July  18  will  be 
from  8:30  A.M.  to  10:30  A.M.,  and  2:00  to 
4:00  P.M.,  with  the  Bible  study  at  7:00 
P.M.  and  on  Friday,  from  8:30  to  9:30 
A.M.,  Bible  Study  at  9:50-10:50  A.M.  and 
the  second  plenary  session  at  10:50  A.M. 
Mrs.  Charles  B.  McGowan  will  deliver 
the  final  message:  The  Studies: 
Challenges  for  Mission  at  11:00  A.M.  The 
school  will  end  with  a  closing  celebration 


DISTRICT  LAY  LEADER:  Rev.  Ed 
Thomas,  former  superintendent  of  the 
Natchitoches  District  [LEFT]  is  shown 
presenting  a  plaque  honoring  John  C. 
Jackson  of  Winnfield  retiring  district  lay 
leader  of  the  Natchitoches  District.  The 
district  is  being  dissolved  and  the  parts 
will  be  merged  into  the  Alexandria, 
Ruston,  Monroe,  Lake  Charles  and 
Shreveport  Districts. 

Bishop’s  week  at  Mt, 

FAYETTEVILLE,  ARK.  (UMN)  - 
Ministers  and  laypersons  from  the  eight 
state  region  of  the  South  Central 
Jurisdiction  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  will  gather  at  Mt.  Sequoyah  here 
for  Bishops’  Week,  June  24-27. 

Conceived  by  the  jurisdiction’s  College 
of  Bishops  as  a  “relaxed  time  away  from 
the  daily  routine  of  work  respon¬ 
sibilities,”  the  four  day  event  will  focus 
on  Bible  study,  preaching,  gospel 
singing,  and  lectures. 

Dr.  W.  J.  A.  Power,  professor  of  Old 
Testament,  Perkins  School  of  Theology 
SMU,  will  lead  the  morning  Bible  study. 
Dr.  Power’s  wife,  Marjorie,  a  noted 
instructor  in  her  own  right,  will  share  the 
leadership  role  in  the  Bible  study  group. 

Bishop  Ernest  T.  Dixon,  resident 
bishop  of  the  Kansas  Area,  is  the 
preacher  for  the  inspirational  fellowship 
event. 

Mr.  Bill  Mann,  Dallas,  evangelistic 
singer  and  recording  artist  will  lead  the 
singing. 

Bishop  W.  Kenneth  Goodson,  resident 


and  lunch  at  noon,  Friday. 

The  second  School  of  Christian  Mission 
gets  under  way  at  2:00-5  P.M.  with 
registration  in  James  Dormitory.  This 
school  is  the  same  length  as  the  first 
session,  closing  at  noon,  Sunday,  July  21 
with  lunch. 

Registration  fee  for  each  of  the  two 
schools  is  $5.00  a  person,  with  meals  and 
housing  extra  on  the  college  campus. 
Each  of  the  District  United  Methodist 
Women’s  organizations  are  distributing 
registration  cards  throughout  their 
district  areas. 

Conference  president  of  the  UMW  in 
Louisiana  is  Mrs.  Robert  Compton;  Vice- 
president  is  Mrs.  Ardessie  C.  Prophet; 
secretary  is  Mrs.  Elizabeth  N.  Thomas; 
Treasurer,  Mrs.  Robert  H.  Brupbacher, 
Jr;  associate  treasurer,  Mrs.  James  T. 
Spencer;  District  presidents  are:  Mrs. 
Luther  Rone,  Mrs.  Walter  H.  Brock,  Mrs. 
James  W.  Burris,  Mrs.  W.  F.  Atkinson, 
Mrs.  Leo  Hoffpauir,  Mrs.  Louis  M. 
Bennett,  Mrs.  S.  B.  Evans,  Jr.,  Mrs. 
Truman  Ward,  Mrs.  R.  J.  McGehee  and 
Mrs.  Wiley  B.  Gardner. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  N.  Thomas  is  dean  of 
the  school  and  Mrs.  F.  E.  Kennon  is 
assistant  dean  and  chairwoman  of 
registration. 

LAMECO  to  pay 
5%  dividend 

LAMECO,  the  federal  credit  union 
operated  by  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  and  Centenary  College  will 
pay  shareholders  a  5%  semi-annual 
dividend,  according  to  an  announcement 
by  Rev.  James  Poole,  board  chairman. 
This  is  effective  the  end  of  June  this  year. 

In  1973,  there  were  two  six  month 
dividends  averaging  514%,  Mr.  Poole 
said,  if  current  conditions  continue, 
LAMECO  will  do  the  same  this  year. 

Membership  in  the  credit  union  is  open 
to  full-time  lay  workers  in  local  churches 
A  full-time  lay  worker  is  defined  as  a 
person  who  works  20  hours  a  week  or 
more  at  a  local  United  Methodist  church 
in  Louisiana. 

.  Sequoyah 

bishop  of  the  Richmond  Area,  is  the 
Willson  Lecturer.  Bishop  Goodson  served 
pastorates  in  North  Carolina  prior  to  his 
election  to  the  episcopacy  in  1964.  He  is 
the  preacher  for  the  1974  United 
Methodist  Series  of  the  Protestant  Hour, 
heard  on  543  radio  stations  in  the  nation. 

“Fellowship  is  the  major  purpose  of 
the  event,”  according  to  Bishop  W. 
McFerrin  Stowe,  Dallas,  chairman  of  the 
planning  committee. 

With  no  rigid  schedule  to  follow, 
participants  are  urged  to  dress  in¬ 
formally,  bring  their  Bible,  tune  their 
vocal  chords  and  "drink  in  the  in¬ 
spiration  of  a  good  ole  camp  meeting,” 
said  committee  members. 

There  is  no  registration  fee.  Housing 
cost  for  the  week  will  be  from  $24.75  to 
$32.95  per  registrant. 

For  a  brochure  with  room  reservation 
request  please  write  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Council  on  Ministries, 
Director,  Rev.  L.  Ray  Branton,  P.  O.  Box 
4325,  Shreveport,  Louisiana  71104. 


Christian  Schools  of  Mission  Scheduled 


July  17-19,  19-21  at  Centen 


The  annual  Louisiana  Conference 
School  of  Christian  Missions  will  be 
divided  into  two  short  terms  for  the  first 
time  this  year.  There  will  be  two  periods, 
Jul.  17-19  and  Jul.  19-21  on  the  Campus  of 
Centenary  College  in  Shreveport. 

Resource  persons  for  the  various  in¬ 
terests  have  been  announced  as  follows: 
Bible  Study:  The  Book  of  Jonah:  Mrs. 
John  B.  Freeman;  Education  for  Global 
Consciousness:  Mrs.  William  E.  Trice, 
Mrs.  Inez  W.  Chrisentery  and  Mrs.  G.  W. 
Pomeroy;  Our  Faith  in  the  Midst  of 
Pluralism:  Mrs.  David  J.  Cathcart,  Mrs. 
John  L.  Beard,  and  Mrs.  Ardelia  Scott. 

MRS.  JOHN  B.  FREEMAN  the  UMW 
publicity  director  of  the  Oklahoma 
Conference  and  editor  of  the  Oklahoma 
Conference  UMW  newspaper  since  1966. 
She  was  educated  at  the  University  of 
Oklahoma;  is  assistant  editor  of  Adult 
Education,  Journal  of  Adult  Education 
Association  of  the  USA,  1960-1967;  con¬ 
tributor  to  response  magazine;  a 
member  of  the  Oklahoma  Conference 
Task  Force  on  Status  and  Role  of 
Women;  Conference  Board  of  Education 
and  a  number  of  other  related  positions. 
Mrs.  Freeman’s  husband  is  bursar  of  the 
University  of  Oklahoma. 

MRS.  WILLIAM  E.  TRICE :  a  native  of 
Dallas,  Texas,  graduate  of  SMU  with  a 
degree  in  journalism  ;  did  graduate  work 
in  the  field  of  political  science  at  LSU. 
She  has  been  a  teacher  in  Conference 
Schools  of  Christian  Mission  in  Kansas, 
Louisiana  and  Texas. 

She  is  a  former  conference  and  district 
officer  in  Louisiana  and  North  Texas 
Conferences,  a  worker  and  counselor 
with  high  school  and  college  young 
people,  and  a  substitute  teacher  in  high 
schools  in  the  Dallas  Independent  School 
District. 

Mrs.  Trice  is  married  to  Dr.  William  E. 
Trice,  pastor  of  the  University  Park  in 

Dallas 

MRS.  INEZ  W.  CHRISENTERY:  A 
native  of  Louisiana,  educated  in  Baton 
Rouge,  masters  degree  from  LSU.  She 
has  worked  as  a  supervisor,  teacher  and 
principal  of  public  schools  in  Louisiana. 
She  is  a  member-at-large  in  the  South 
Central  Jurisdiction  Core-Plannin 


Group.  She  has  held  conference,  district, 
and  local  offices  in  the  WSCS,  now  the 
UMW. 

Mrs.  Chrisentery  is  chairwoman  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  Sager  Brown 
School,  chairwoman  of  the  Commission 
on  Religion  and  Race  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference,  and  a  member  of  the  Andy 
Foreman  Council  on  Evangelism; 
member  of  the  Conference  Nominations 
Committee;  chairwoman  of  the  South 
Central  Jurisdiction  Task  Force  on 
Leadership  Development;  she  is  a 
member  of  the  Feasibility  Study  Com¬ 
mittee  for  Children  and  Youth  Ministries 
of  the  National  Division. 

MRS.  G.  W.  POMEROY:  a  native  of 
Louisiana,  and  has  lived  all  over  the 
Louisiana  Conference  as  the  wife  of  a 
United  Methodist  Minister,  Dr.  George 
W.  Pomeroy.  She  has  attended  Sillinian 
College,  LSU  and  received  her  BA  degree 
from  Louisiana  Tech  and  did  graduate 
work  at  Scarritt  College.  She  has  served 
in  several  Conference  offices  in  the 
WSCS,  the  State  Board  of  Church  Women 
United  and  the  Louisiana  State  Youth 
Commission.  She  has  taught  in  Schools  of 
Christian  Mission  in  Louisiana,  Texas, 
Mississippi  and  Alabama. 

MRS.  DAVID  J.  CATHCART:  a  native 
of  Florida  and  attended  Florida  State 
University.  She  is  presently  assigned  to 
the  Nashville  Region  from  the  Women’s 
Division  Staff,  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
of  the  national  church. 

She  was  formerly  a  member  of  the 
Women’s  Division  of  the  Board  of 
Missions.  She  served  as  president  of  the 
Southeastern  Jurisdiction  Society  and 
has  held  numerous  other  offices  on 
conference,  district  and  local  church 
levels.  Prior  to  this  assignment,  Mrs. 
Cathcart  served  as  the  special  assistant 
to  the  president  of  Paine  College, 
Augusta,  Georgia.  She  has  been  active  in 
Church  Women  United  and  numerous 
community  organizations. 

MRS.  JOHN  L.  BEARD:  A  native 
Texan,  who  lives  in  Irving,  Texas.  She 
attended  North  Texas  University, 
Denton,  Texas  and  Texas  A  and  I 
University,  Kingsville,  Texas.  Her 
church  responsibilities  are:  member, 


Freeman 

administrative  board,  chairman  of 
Library  Committee,  Librarian,  member 
of  work  area  on  education.  Lead  teacher 
in  Elementary  IV.  Chairwoman  for 
Christian  Global  Concerns  of  the  local 
UMW;  president  of  Methodist  Hospital  of 
Dallas  Women’s  Auxiliary;  trustee 
chairwoman  of  Wesley-Rankin  Com¬ 
munity  centers;  delegate  to  Texas 
Conference  of  Churches,  member  of 
Christian  Unity  Division;  past  delegate 
to  1968-1970  General  Conferences. 

MRS.  ARDELIA  SCOTT:  A  native  of 
Louisiana;  past  vice  president  of  Con- 


Pomery  Cathcart 


Trice  Chrisentery 

ference  B  WSCS  1967-71;  served  as  dean 
of  School  of  Christian  Mission  for  Con¬ 
ference  B;  delegate  from  Louisiana  to 
the  World  Federation  of  Methodist 
Women  in  1971;  delegate  to  National 
Conference  Laity  UMC  at  Purdue,  1973. 
Mrs.  Scott  is  now  Secretary  of  Program 
Resources  for  the  Monroe  District ;  local 
president  of  the  UMW  and  also  charge 
lay  leader.  A  teacher  in  several  Schools 
of  Christian  Mission;  and  presently 
coordinator  of  the  Reach  and  Teach 
Program  in  Adult  Education  at  the  Mt. 
Olive  church  in  Morehouse  Parish. 


Beard  Scott 


PASTOR  RECEIVES  CAR:  Rev.  and  Mrs.  James  W.  Putnam  of  Gienmora,  pastor 
of  the  Gienmora,  Forest  Hill  and  Hineston  churches  are  shown  receiving  the  keys  to 
a  1974  station  wagon  from  [LEFT  TO  RIGHT]  Max  Earl  Melder,  board  chairman  of 
the  Gienmora  Church;  Tommy  Wright,  chairman  of  the  board  of  Forest  Hill  church, 
and  James  Garrett,  chairman  of  the  Fellowship  church  board. 


Around  our  Conference 


Rev.  R.  Larry  Stafford,  a  graduate  of 
LSU,  Baton  Rouge,  received  the  Master 
of  Divinity  degree  from  New  Orleans 
Baptist  Theological  Seminary  in  May.  He 
is  the  son  of  Mrs.  Etna  T.  Stafford  of 
Franklinton,  and  married  to  the  former 
Miss  Rita  Corkern  of  Franklinton,  and 
they  have  one  son,  Mark.  Mr.  Stafford 
serves  as  pastor  of  Springfield,  Huff 
Chapel  and  Maurepas  churches  in  the 
Hammond  district. 

Evergreens,  the  senior  adult  fellowship 
of  the  Elizabeth  Sullivan  church  in 
Bogalusa,  recently  chartered  a  bus  for  an 
all  day  excursion  to  Baton  Rouge,  where 
they  toured  the  state  capital  and  the 
Louisiana  history  museum  on  the  LSU 
campus.  This  group  meets  bi-monthly  at 
the  church. 

The  Zachary,  Louisiana  church 
recently  honored  the  1974  high  school 
graduates  of  the  church  with  a  reception, 
sponsored  by  the  church  UMW. 

Dr.  G.  Leon  Netterville.  retiring 
president  of  Southern  University  at 
Baton  Rouge,  was  honored  the  evening  of 
June  1  at  the  Capitol  House  hotel  in  Baton 
Rouge  before  a  group  of  500  guests.  Dr. 
Leonard  L.  Haynes,  Jr.  paid  a  glowing 
tribute  to  his  distinguished  leadership 
and  Bishop  Crutchfield  brought  official 
greetings  from  the  Council  of  Bishops. 

A  consecration  service  for  the  Anna 
Gray  Noe  building,  the  new  fellowship 
hall  for  the  Southside  church  in  Monroe 
was  held  June  1,  under  the  leadership  of 
Bishop  Crutchfield,  the  eighth  phase  in 


the  long  range  building  program  of  the 
church.  Rev.  Lea  Joyner  is  the  pastor, 
starting  her  23rd  year  there,  during 
which  time  the  church  has  grown  to  1,680 
members  with  a  valuation  of  $600,000. 

The  New  Orleans  District  workshop  for 
summer  camp  workers  was  held  May  17, 
18,  and  19  at  Camp  Istrouma,  near  Baton 
Rouge  with  an  attendance  of  33  coun¬ 
selors,  junior  counselors  and  two 
directors.  Mariann  Burns  was  in  charge, 
with  resource  persons  Rev  Will  Finnin, 
Mrs.  Dixie  Oldham,  Rev.  Gilbert  Wade, 
Rev.  Kent  Kilbourne,  and  Rev.  Charles 
Floyd.  Practical  demonstrations  were 
given  not  only  small  groups,  worship, 
crafts,  and  singing,  but  also  in  routine 
camp  work. 

The  Chapel  Choir,  of  the  Tyler  Street 
church,  Dallas,  Texas,  presented  in 
concert  at  the  Fellowship  church,  in 
Hineston,  June  15  and  at  Forest  Hill 
church  on  June  16.  Thirty-five  youth  are 
in  the  choir  which  has  appeared  in  some 
twenty  states.  The  title  of  the  presen¬ 
tation  was  “All  Ye  Saints  Be  Joyful,” 
Pastor  of  the  churches  if  Rev.  James  W. 
Putnam. 

Jack  Dew  of  Monroe  recently  coor¬ 
dinated  a  Lay  Witness  Mission  at  the 
Waterproof  church  to  capacity  crowds. 
Leaders  of  the  event  were  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Killer  Dickie  Humphries,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Joe  T.  James,  Mrs.  Pauline  Halbert,  and 
the  pastor,  Rev.  C.  A.  Jordan.  According 
to  the  Sunday  evening  evaluation,  the 
weekend  was  a  total  success. 


Saladino  elected 
Kentwood  Mayor 

N.  L.  “Nick”  Saladino,  Hammond 
District  lay  leader,  was  elected  mayor  of 
the  city  of  Kentwood  May  4  in  a  runoff 
election.  Mr.  Saladino,  a  two-term  city 
councilman,  beat  Amos  M.  Cutrer,  in  a 
close  515  to  484  vote. 

As  part  of  his  new  position,  Mr. 
Saladino  will  also  serve  as  city  judge, 
when  he  takes  office  along  with  the  city 
council  on  July  1. 


LAY  WITNESS  MISSION:  First  church. 
Baton  Rouge  held  its  first  Lay  Witness 
Mission,  the  weekend  of  May  3,  4,  and  5, 
coordinated  by  Jack  Dew  of  Monroe. 
Over  70  adults  and  young  people  came 
from  several  states  to  be  the  witnesses  to 
the  church.  As  a  result  of  the  Mission,  25 
adults  and  youth  of  the  church  desire  to 
become  Lay  Witnesses,  and  over  100 
became  involved  in  small  group 
session.  Shown  above  are  LEFT  TO 
RIGHT:  Don  Brown,  local  chairman. 
Jack  Dew,  coordinator,  and  Dr.  Dana 


CARRIE  P.  LOVE  AWARD:  The  family 
of  Mrs.  J.  C.  Love,  Sr.,  presents  an  an¬ 
nual  award  of  $600.00  to  the  Wesley 
Foundation  at  Louisiana  Tech,  Ruston, 
naming  the  outstanding  student  of  the 
Foundation.  The  students  nominate  the 
winner,  and  this  year  Mr.  Carrol  Spell  of 
Abbeville  was  selected.  Mr.  Spell,  LEFT, 
receives  the  award  from  Mr.  Jimmy 
Love,  grandson  of  Mrs.  Love.  Rev. 
William  M.  Stokes,  Jr.  is  the  Wesley 
Foundation  Director. 


LAY  WITNESS  MISSION:  The  Rosedale 
church,  near  Lottie  held  a  successful 
mission  May  3-5,  according  to  pastor, 
Rev.  Frank  M.  Stage.  Shown  are  Dr.  Tom 
Beamon,  local  director,  Rev.  Stage,  and 
Abe  Fontineau  of  Lake  Charles,  the 
coordinator.  Twenty  witnesses  were 


“GRAND”  MUTMER'S  DAY:  David 
Anthony  Denton,  the  2-week  old  grandson 
of  Rev.  and  Mrs.  C.  A.  Jordan,  pastor  of 
Waterproof  church,  was  dedicated  to  God 
by  his  parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dave 
Denton  of  Ruston  on  Mother’s  Day. 
Shown  above  is  Mrs.  Denton  and  the 
proud  grandfather,  who  christened  the 
baby. 


Bishop’s  Message 

A  friend  of  mine,  who  is  an  outstanding  pastor,  recently  wrote  the  following 
lines  for  his  church  paper.  These  are  passed  on  to  you. 

A  church  is  many  things  with  diversity  m  unity  -  convictions  and  com¬ 
mitments.  A  church  embraces  saint  and  sinner  in  a  single  fellowship.  The  very 
poor  and  the  very  rich,  the  illiterate  and  the  informed,  the  old  and  the  young 
sing  in  harmony  before  an  altar,  “Love  Divine,  All  Loves  Excelling.”  One  in¬ 
vitation  from  the  Savior  is  extended  to  all :  “Come  unto  me  all  ye  who  labor  and 
are  heavy  laden  and  I  will  give  you  rest.” 

A  church  is  people  and  programs,  it  is  prayer  and  projects,  it  is  pulpits,  pews 
and  preachers. 

A  church  is  buildings,  and  books,  and  bishops,  and  babies,  Bibles  and  bap¬ 
tisms. 

A  church  is  stewards  and  stewardship,  it  is  songs  and  services,  it  is  meals  and 
money,  messages  and  mission,  and  missionaries.  It  is  work  and  worship  and 
willingness.  It  is  faith  and  forgiveness,  it  is  love  and  laughter,  it  is  community, 
and  committees,  and  communion.  It  is  tolerance  and  teaching,  and  trials  and 
tears,  turbulence  and  testings. 

A  church  is  an  open  heart,  an  open  mind,  an  open  purse,  an  open  hand.  It  is 
swift  to  go  and  patient  to  remain.  It  is  proud  and  it  is  humble,  it  is  strong  and  it 
is  meek.  A  church  shines  a  light  down  a  dark  road,  it  refills  a  discouraged  life 
with  new  hope.  It  stands  beside  the  casket  with  a  weeping  family  and  whispers 
of  a  “land  that  is  fairer  than  day  .”  It  says  to  the  fallen,  “You  can  rise  again.”  It 
says  to  the  vain,  “You  must  kneel;”  it  says  to  the  sinner,  “go  and  sin  no  more.” 
It  says  to  the  able,  “Come  and  be  my  disciple  and  follow  me.”  It  says  to  the 
lonely,  “What  a  friend  we  have  in  Jesus.”  It  says  to  the  broken,  “There  is 
healing  and  wholeness  in  His  Grace.” 

A  church  is  hospitals,  and  homes,  schools  and  Boys’  Ranches. 

A  church  is  privilege,  it  is  power,  it  is  purpose,  it  is  proclamation.  A  church  is 
saints  and  sinners,  it  is  salvation,  it  is  success,  it  is  failures,  it  is  fortunes,  and 
frustrations  and  fulfillments.  A  church  is  offices  and  offerings,  it  is  un¬ 
derstandings  and  undergirdings,  it  is  outreach  and  uplook  and  insight.  It  is  a 
whereas,  a  be-it-resolved.  A  church  is  here,  it  is  there,  it  is  everywhere.  A 
church  has  been,  it  is,  it  ever  shall  be.  The  gates  of  hell  cannot  prevail  against 
it. 

The  church  is  all  of  us,  it  is  Christ.  It  is  God.  We  are  His  family.  The  church  is 
nobody’s  burden,  the  church  is  everybody’s  privilege. 

Cordially, 

J.  Chess  Lovern 
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Witchhunts  of  Salem,  1974 


The  witchhunts  of  Salem  in  the  17th 
century  have  been  on  my  mind  lately.  I 
wonder  if  the  men  and  women  who 
became  so  hysterical  would  have  done  as 
they  did  if  they  had  stopped  to  think,  if 
they  had  applied  their  professed 
Christianity  and,  perhaps,  if  they  had 
attempted  to  “get-outside”  themselves 
and  try  to  view  the  situation  as  the  events 
of  the  day  would  lode  in  the  distant 
future  —  say,  in  1974. 

You  and  I  wouldn’t  have  acted  the  way 
they  did  would  we?  Of  course  not. 

If  1  had  been  the  inn  keeper  in 
Bethlehem,  there  would  have  been  room 
for  Jesus  and  his  family. 

If  I  had  been  on  the  Jericho  Road,  I 
would  have  been  the  good  guy  before  the 
Samaritan  even  got  a  chance. 

I  certainly  would  not  have  been  like 
Saul  and  held  the  coats  of  the  stoners  of 
Stephen.  I  may  have  placed  my  body 
between  the  stones  and  the  holy  man. 

I  would  have  been  fair  to  the  native 
Americans  whose  land  I  needed  for 
national  security  reasons. 

I  would  have  acted  like  a  Christian  in 
all  of  those  circumstances.  I  know  I 
would.  There  is  no  doubt  about  it. 

But  then  I  don’t  suppose  any  of  those 
people  thought  their  religion  was  in¬ 
volved  in  those  kinds  of  things.  It  would 
surely  be  handy  if  God  sent  us  a 
telegram,  ora  personal  messenger,  to  let 
us  know  that  when  we  may  be  confronted 
with  situations  that  test  our  Christianity. 


Hey,  wait  a  minute  — God  did  send 
such  a  Messenger.  But  it  seems  that  we 
don’t  get  the  message  any  more  than 
have  other  generations. 

Christianity  confronts  us  daily  in  ways 
that  are  not  always  apparent,  in  little 
decisions  that  add  up  to  big  decisions.  I 
don’t  think  I  know  too  many  large  crooks, 
but  I  doubt  seriously  whether  there  are 
many  people  who  wake  up  in  the  morning 
and  say  to  themselves:  “Today,  I  am 
going  to  be  a  big  crook  —  I  am  going  to 
make  a  sinful  decision.” 

In  the  same  vein,  I  doubt  there  are 
many  professing  Christians  who  at  any 
given  moment  say  to  themselves  (or  to 
anyone  else  for  that  matter),  “Today,  I 
am  not  going  to  be  Christlike  in  my 
decisions.” 

But  we  do  go  our  merry  ways  and  don't 
realize  we  are  meeting  Christ  when  we 
meet 

—a  stranger  who  needs  understanding, 

—people  (real  people)  who  need 
housing  in  a  trying  situation. 

—those  people  who  resort  to  “socially 
unacceptable  behavior  because  of 
frustrations, 

—people  who  have  snapped  because 
we  have  been  a  part  of  bending  them  too 
much,  and 

—any  other  situation  when  we  have  our 
minds  made  up  and  don’t  want  to  be 
confused  by  the  facts. 

—Miles  Jackson 

Nebraska  United  Methodist  Messenger 


A  chance  for  you  to  evaluate 
your  minister  (or  lay  members) 


LAYPERSONS:  What  qualities  do 
you  most  like  in  your  minister? 
What  qualities,  if  any,  do  you  feel 
diminish  your  minister’s  effective¬ 
ness? 

MINISTERS:  What  qualities  do 
you  most  like  in  laypersons  within 
your  congregation  with  whom  you 
work  closely?  What  qualities  do  you 
feel  diminish  the  effectiveness  of  a 
lay  member’s  ministry? 

With  a  new  conference  year  begin¬ 
ning  within  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  now  is  a  good  time  for  us  to 
reflect  upon  our  relationships  with 
others  in  our  local  churches. 

To  participate,  answer  the  appro¬ 
priate  questions  above  in  no  more 
than  three  sentences  and  send  your 
answers  to  us.  (No  individual  or 
church  names  will  be  mentioned  in 
print,  so  each  respondent  may  be 
completely  candid.) 

We  will  compile  a  readout  of  all 


the  responses  and  share  the  plus  and 
minus  qualities  you  cite  with  our 
readers.  Additionally,  we  will  as¬ 
semble  a  cumulative  profile  of  what 
those  responding  consider  to  be  a 
good  minister  and  a  good  lay  mem¬ 
ber  within  the  church. 

Each  minister  and  layperson  who 
so  desires  can  then  do  a  little  self- 
evaluation  by  means  of  comparison 
with  the  various  plus  and  minus 
qualities  and  with  the  “good  min¬ 
ister”  and  “good  layperson”  pro¬ 
files. 

Out  of  it  all,  we  hope  that  all  who 
participate  in  this  exercise  might 
establish  some  new  aspirations  and 
some  goals  for  self-improvement 
during  the  coming  year. 

Send  your  answers  to:  “Good 
minister  profile”  or  “Good  lay  mem¬ 
ber  profile,”  c/o  TM/UMR,  P.  0. 
Box  1076,  Dallas,  Texas  75221  by 
Friday,  July  5. 


On  the  TM/UMR  beat 

‘Godspell’:  A  bridge  between 
younger  and  older  Christians 


Have  you  witnessed  a  production  of  the 
rock  musical  “Godspell”  (see  related 
photo  and  caption  elsewhere  on  this 
page)? 

If  not,  you  should. 

Although  some  of  the  music  is  doubt¬ 
lessly  a  little  hard  on  older  ears,  much  of 
it  is  easy  listening.  And  the  message  of 
“Godspell”  is  so  clearly  the  Christian 
message  that  it  provides  an  amazingly 
good  vehicle  for  getting  younger  and 
older  Christians  to  conversing  with  one 
another  about  the  faith. 

I  know  of  no  contemporary  formulation 
which  expresses  the  essence  of  faithful 
Christian  discipleship  more  adequately 
or  more  concisely  than  the  lyrics  of 
“Godspell’s”  most  prominent  song: 

Day  by  day,  day  by  day 
Oh  dear  Lord  three  things  I  pray: 
To  see  thee  more  clearly, 

Love  thee  more  dearly, 

Follow  thee  more  nearly 
Day  by  day. 

Most  anyone  who  attended  an  annual 
conference  this  year  would  testify  that 
one  week  once  a  year  is  enough. 

For  four  members  of  the  TM/  UMR 
staff  who  have  had  the  pleasure  of  at- 
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tending  and  renewing  acquaintances  at 
nearly  20  different  annual  conferences  in 
recent  weeks,  a  return  to  the  regular 
routine  of  putting  out  a  newspaper  was 
never  more  appealing. 

As  is  so  often  the  case  these  days, 
many  of  us  have  had  too  much  of  a  good 
thing. 

But  what  of  those  for  whom  annual 
conference  holds  a  special  meaning  who 
were  unable  to  attend  this  year  for 
reasons  of  health  or  age?  We  know  of 
many  among  the  living  who  missed  the 
special  thrills  associated  with  attending 
annual  conference  this  year. 

To  the  Rev.  Gaston  Hartsfield  of 
Houston,  who  will  be  100  years  old  later 
this  year  and  who,  we  are  told,  looks 
forward  to  receiving  and  having 
TM/  UMR  read  to  him  each  week,  we 
send  a  special  greeting.  To  all  those  who 
were  unable  to  attend  annual  conference 
this  year,  we  send  you  greetings  and 
remembrances,  and  the  hope  that 
through  both  our  general  and  annual  con¬ 
ference  edition  coverage,  you  will  be  able 
to  feel  a  part  of  the  proceedings. 

•  •  •  •  * 

A  temptation  faced  by  every  editor  is 
that  of  assuming  that  readers  are 
inherently  interested  in  activities  related 
to  the  editor’s  family.  This  temptation  is 
great  when  an  editor  has  children  and 
especially  great  when  he  has  grand¬ 
children! 

As  a  matter  of  policy,  we’ve  sought 
over  the  years  to  spare  you  from  reading 
about  most  of  our  personal  experiences, 
and  we  reaffirm  that  policy.  However, 
the  recent  experience  of  seeing  my 
father,  Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  Jr.,  receive 
his  Doctor  of  Ministry  degree  from 
Perkins  School  of  Theology,  SMU,  has 
created  a  feeling  of  joy  and  pride  too 
great  to  contain. 

SMD  II,  who  serves  as  Minister  of 
Membership  and  Communication  at  St. 
Paul  UMC  in  Houston,  took  a  one-year 
sabbatical  leave  for  study  and  reflection 
soon  after  he  turned  50.  As  a  followup,  he 
took  a  number  of  additional  reading 
courses  and  wrote  a  100-plus  page  thesis  - 
with  most  of  the  work  being  done  fate  at 
night  after  putting  in  a  full  day  at  the 
church.  At  spring  commencement,  he 
became  Dr.  Dunnam. 

If  my  father’s  renewed  vitality  and 
creativity  is  in  any  way  representative, 
then  our  church  ought  to  work  toward 
establishing  a  policy  of  encouraging  all 
its  ministers  to  take  periodic  sabbaticals. 
•  •  •  •  • 

NO  COMMENT  DEPARTMENT:  A 
bright  young  lad  was  sitting  behind  a 
baldheaded  man  during  a  Sunday 
morning  service.  Through  most  of  the 
service  the  man  scratched  the  fringe  of 
hair  on  one  side  of  his  head.  Noting  the 
man’s  persistence  in  scratching  the  same 
spot,  the  boy  leaned  over  to  the  man  right 
after  the  benediction  and  said:  “Say, 
mister,  you’ll  never  catch  him  there. 
Why  don’t  you  run  him  out  in  the  open?” 

-SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 
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‘ Godspell'  i/i  stained  glass 


LAWRENCE,  Mass.  —  This  unusual  tribute  to  a  contemporary  theatrical 
production  commemorates  the  musical  “Godspell”  and  appears  among  a  series  of 
six  stained  glass  windows  in  the  nearly  renovated  Roman  Catholic  Church  of  the 
Assumption  of  the  Blessed  Virgin,  an  Augustinian  parish  founded  in  1887.  The 
window  depicts  two  of  the  Boston  cast  members,  Jeffrey  Weller  and  Maureen 
Moore,  above  a  quote  from  the  show’s  hit  song,  “Day  by  Day.”  Choice  of  the  subject 
was  made  by  Father  Alfred  M.  Murphy,  O.S.A.,  prior  and  pastor  of  the  parish,  who 
was,  repeatedly,  among  the  total  of  690,000  theater-goers  who  saw  “Godspell” 
during  its  original  86  week  run  in  Boston’s  Wilbur  Theater. 
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Letters  to  the  Editor 


JUNE  21,  1974 

My  witness 

Winds  of  the  Spirit .  .  . 
New  dimensions  in 
Christian  living 


By  JULIANNE  McACHRAN 

As  the  wind  blows  among  the  branches 
of  a  tree,  so  moves  the  Holy  Spirit  among 
God’s  people.  Sometimes  it  overtakes  us 
with  breathtaking  force,  overwhelming 
us  with  its  power  as  it  did  the  apostles  at 
Pentecost.  At  other  times  it  comes 
quietly,  without  fanfare,  like  the  gentle 
caress  of  a  cooling  summer  breeze, 
surrounding  us  with  a  wonderous  sense  of 
the  love,  the  presence,  and  the 
magnificent  mystery  that  is  God. 

We  cannot  see  it  coming.  At  best,  as 
with  the  wind,  we  are  able  only  to  see 
evidence  of  its  presence. 

Nor  can  its  coming  be  intellectually 
explained  or  scientifically  proven. 

When  we  experience  the  reality  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  within  ourselves,  however, 
these  things  become  unimportant.  It  is 
enough  that  our  lives  have  been  enriched 
--  that  we  have  been  led  into  renewed  life 
in  Christ  and  given  new  power  to  witness 
--  that  we  can  declare  with  assurance, 
like  the  apostle  Paul,  “I  know  whom  I 
have  believed  ...” 

Understandably,  there  are  many  who 
reject  the  more  spectacular  outpourings 
of  the  Holy  Spirit  -  the  gifts  of  healing, 
prophecy,  and  speaking  in  tongues. 
Within  each  of  us  there  is  a  tendency  to 
resist  that  which  we  can’t  understand; 
especially  if  it  threatens,  or  seems  to 
threaten,  a  system  of  beliefs  which  has 
meaning  for  us,  and  within  which  we 
have  found  a  degree  of  security. 

Thoughtful  Christians  will  be  very 
cautious,  however,  about  denying  the 
authenticity  of  a  revelation  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  simply  because  they  cannot  per¬ 
sonally  testify  to  such  an  experience.  For 
as  Jesus  warned  the  Pharasees  who 
accused  him  of  casting  out  demons  by 
Beelzebub  rather  than  by  God’s  power, 
“He  that  blasphemes  against  the  Holy 
Spirit  hath  never  forgiveness,  but  is  in 
danger  of  eternal  damnation.” 

This  does  not  mean  that  we  must  ac¬ 
cept  without  question  the  beliefs  and 
experiences  of  everyone  who  proposes  to 
lead  us!  A  belief  in  personal  revelation 
through  the  Holy  Spirit,  vital  as  it  is,  in  no 
way  negates  the  importance  of  Scripture, 
tradition,  and  reason.  We  must  deter¬ 
mine  the  validity  of  every  experience 
whether  our  own  or  that  of  another  by 
evaluating  that  experience  in  terms  of 
the  life  and  teachings  of  Christ:  and  we 
can  achieve  an  understanding  of  these 
teachings  only  through  diligent  study  of 
the  Bible  and  of  the  traditions  of  the 
Christian  church,  coupled  with  sincere 


“My  Witness”  is  a  column,  which 
provides  TM/  UMR  readers  an 
opportunity  to  share  something 
about  their  faith  with  other  readers. 

This  week’s  contributor,  Julianne 
McAchran,  is  a  member  of  the 
Central  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Albuquerque,  New  Mexico.  Her 
statement  was  submitted  earlier 
this  year  in  the  TM/UMR  essay 
contest  on  the  Holy  Spirit  and  re¬ 
ceived  a  runnerup  citation  from  the 
judges. 


prayers  for  God’s  guidance. 

Nor  does  it  mean  that  we  should 
demand  that  everyone  else  have  the 
same  experiences  we  have  had !  We  must 
be  extremely  careful  that  our  en¬ 
thusiasm  does  not  lead  us  to  the  false 
assumption  that  our  way  is  the  only  way  - 
that  persons  who  have  not  shared  our 
experiences  are  somehow  “less  Chris¬ 
tian”  than  we. 

The  gifts  of  healing,  prophecy,  and 
speaking  in  tongues  are  indeed 
manifestations  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  To 
deny  this  is  to  deny  Scripture.  But  there 
are  other  “fruits  of  the  spirit,”  less 
spectacular  perhaps,  but  equally  valid. 
Wisdom,  knowledge,  faith,  love,  joy, 
gentleness,  goodness  --  these  are  only  a 
few  of  the  “quiet”  gifts  that  God  bestows 
through  His  Holy  Spirit  upon  His  people. 

God  appears  to  each  of  us  in  a  different 
way,  according  to  His  will  and  to  our  own 
willingness  and  ability  to  accept  and 
understand.  The  methods  of  His  coming 
are  for  Him  to  choose  -  it  is  not  our 
prerogative  either  to  choose,  or  to 
declare  that  one  manifestation  is  more 
worthy  than  another. 

Whatever  the  manner  of  His  coming, 
however,  we  will  find  that  as  we  open 
ourselves  to  the  experience  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  God  will  become  increasingly 
active  in  His  world,  and  Christians  again 
will  experience  the  wondrous  truth  of 
Christ’s  declaration  that  “Eye  cannot 
see,  ear  cannot  hear  .  .  .  what  great 
things  God  has  in  store  for  those  who  love 
him.” 

We  need  not  be  afraid  of  the  Holy 
Spirit.  In  the  most  simple  sense,  it  is  jirst 
“God  with  Us,”  working  in  and  through 
us  as  He  wills  for  our  spiritual  growth, 
and  for  the  spreading  of  the  “Good 
News”  among  all  people.  Once  again,  He 
is  trying  to  tell  us  just  as  he  told  us 
through  Jesus  the  Christ,  that  He  wills 
for  us  to  have  Life  --  and  that  we  are  to 
have  it  abundantly. 


The  bishop 


said  what  we  needed  to  hear 


To  the  Editor: 

Thank  you  for  your  editorial  “Primary 
and  secondary  concerns”  and  also  for 
Barbara  Berg’s  article  about  Bishop 
Stowe’s  sermon  (TM/UMR,  June  7).  The 
Bishop  said  just  what  the  church  needed 
to  hear,  and  what  America  needs  to  hear. 
We  need  more  coverage  like  this. 

If  America  is  to  be  spared,  it  will  be 
because  we  the  people  wake  up  and  get 
back  to  God.  This  certainly  includes  the 
President  and  it  includes  those  who  are 
shouting  and  crying  for  his  impeach¬ 
ment.  Who  are  we  that  we  can  condemn 
others,  when  we  are  guilty  of  sins  our¬ 
selves. 

I  think,  no  matter  how  we  feel  about 
Watergate,  only  as  our  nation  gets  back 
to  God,  can  we  be  spared. 

J.  Otis  Knight 
Annona,  Texas 

Bishop's  forthright 

message  commended 

To  the  Editor: 

I  have  just  received  and  finished 
reading  your  June  7  issue  and  wish  to  say 
that  I  found  it  particularly  informative 
and  interesting. 

I  especially  wish  to  commend  Bishop 
W.  McFerrin  Stowe  for  his  forthright 
address  (headlined  "Bishop  warns  the 
church:  ‘we’re  on  the  road  to  hell’  ”).  His 
thoughts  are  very  true  and  it  is  necessary 
that  our  clergy  and  laymen  speak  out  in 
specific  terms  about  the  moral  decay  of 
our  government  and  society. 

I  regret  that  I  do  not  have  Bishop 
Stowe’s  State  of  the  Church  address  and 
would  appreciate  a  copy  of  this  letter 
being  sent  to  him  with  the  request  that  if 
the  full  text  is  available  in  print  or  on 
tape,  I  would  appreciate  a  copy  and  I  will 
pay  whatever  expense  is  involved. 

Keep  up  your  fine  work  keeping  us 
United  Methodists  in  the  field  abreast  of 
current  trends  in  our  church. 

Dean  S.  Johnston 
Joplih,  Missouri 

EDITOR’S  NOTE:  The  address,  en¬ 
titled  “How  long  will  you  go  limping,’’ 
was  printed  in  full  in  TM/UMR’s  North 
Texas  Conference  edition.  We  have  a 
limited  number  of  copies  on  hand  which 
may  be  secured  for  25c  each  to  cover  the 
cost  of  postage  and  handling. 

Than  A*  God  for  men  of 
Bishop  Stone's  stature 

To  the  Editor: 

Congratulations  on  printing  Barbara 
Berg’s  report  on  Bishop  Showe’s  “State 
of  the  Church”  sermon  at  the  closing 
session  of  the  North  Texas  Conference.  It 
seems  that  the  good  Bishop  sees  it  like  it 
is.  I  am  glad  that  he  could  get  this  across 
and  get  it  printed  and  that  you  did  not 
censor  it  as  you  do  my  letters,  which  are 


frankly  a  little  less  negative  yet  bring  out 
the  fact  that  we  have  many  “heart  of  the 
congregation  members”  who  are  seri¬ 
ously  thinking  of  deserting  our  ranks! 
Perhaps  the  message  Bishop  Stowe 
brings  will  bring  some  attention  and  get 
some  results  in  our  area  at  least. 

How  I  regret  failing  to  hear  this  soul 
stirring  sermon.  Contrasted  to  some  I 
have  heard  recently  it  is  like  an  oasis  on 
the  desert. 

I  thank  God  that  we  have  a  man  of 
Bishop’s  Stowe’s  spiritual  stature  to 
come  to  us.  I  pray  that  he  can  lead  us  in 
picking  up  the  bits  of  the  cornerstone  of 
spirituality  that  were  damaged  the  past 
decade  by  a  well  meaning  but  destructive 
liberal  and  permissive  attitude.  Again  I 
say  that  we  can  do  no  better  than  when 
we  are  trying  to  make  up  our  minds  on 
any  subject  than  to  ponder  the  question' 
“What  would  John  Wesley  say  on  this 
subject?”  Keeping  this  in  mind,  we  may 
yet  with  men  like  Bishop  Stowe,  whose 
leadership  should  be  an  inspiration  to  all, 
salvage  a  great  church  handed  to  us  by 
forefathers  who  would  be  horrified  at 
some  of  our  present  shenanigans. 

.  While  I  violently  disagree  with  you  in 
some  areas,  let  me  say  that  I  feel  you 
are  doing  a  great  journalistic  job  and  I 
appreciate  your  endeavors. 

Robert  E.  B.  Fielder 

Van  Alstyne,  Texas 

Your  stories  aren't  doing 


our  church  any  good 


To  the  Editor: 

Your  news  stories  on  homosexual 
activity  in  the  church  certainly  haven’t 
done  our  little  church  any  good.  Four 
members  from  a  fifty-two  membership 
have  withdrawn  their  names. 

Romans,  chapter  one,  verses  twenty- 
seven  and  twenty-eight  tells  us  the 
attitude  of  God  toward  this.  Revelation, 
chapter  three,  verse  fifteen  tells  what 
will  happen  to  the  church  which  condones 
such  action.  „  .  . 

Ethelyn  Pytcher 

Gifford,  Pennsylvania 
We  cannot  let  false 
charges  go  unchallenged 


To  the  Editor: 

Obviously,  one  can  spend  more  time 
than  he  should  in  answering  charges  and 
counter-charging.  I  have  come  to  the 
point  of  righteous  indignation  many 
times,  especially  when  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  or  one  of  its  agencies  is 
named  as  an  affiliate  of  a  subversive 
organization,  and  without  foundation. 

The  latest  to  draw  my  irritation  came 
from  an  unsolicited  source.  “Liberty 
Lobby”  issued  what  they  termed  a  “fact 
sheet”  (?).  The  writer  beamed  his  anger 
at  the  Institute  for  American  Democracy 
(IAD).  One  particular  reference  to  Dr. 


Franklin  Littell,  as  first  president  of 
IAD,  was  the  match  which  struck  the  fire 
within  me.  “He  (Dr.  Littell),  is  cited  by 
government  agencies  as  being  affiliated 
with  subversive,  communist,  or  com¬ 
munist  agencies,  such  as  the  American 
Youth  for  Democracy,  the  American 
Youth  Congress  and  the  Methodist  Fed¬ 
eration  for  Social  Action.” 

Certainly,  there  is  no  such  body  of¬ 
ficially  recognized  in  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  today.  They  dug  deep  to  bring 
that  one  out.  Year  after  year  these 
accusations  are  made  against  us.  We  are 
told  to  keep  calm,  they  are  only  hurting 
themselves. 

I  have  lost  a  large  number  of  members 
in  my  ministry  when  our  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  has  taken  a  stand.  I  accept 
this.  While  I  may  not  agree  with  the 
opinion  expressed,  I  am  glad  that  the 
church  is  willing  to  stand.  I  would  not 
have  it  otherwise.  Must  we,  however, 
permit  these  false  charges  and  blanket 
statements  to  go  unchallenged?  We  in  the 
local  church  suffer. 

I  do  not  complain  of  suffering.  We  do 
not  suffer  when  we  consider  our  small 
contribution  to  the  cause  of  the  Christian 
faith.  I  do  have  a  conviction  that  we 
should  reach  a  decision.  It  is  time  for  an 
official  body  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  to  call  these  people  what  they 
are.  So  far  as  this  writer  recalls,  no  legal 
action  or  even  an  indictment  was  issued 
against  any  organization  in  the  former 
Methodist  Church  or  its  predecessors. 
The  Methodist  Federation  had  stormy 
days,  but  when  was  it  convicted  of 
subversion? 

This  same  pamphlet  refers  to  Dr.  John 
C.  Bennett.  Herb  Philbrick  is  quoted  as 
saying:  “Bennett  has  one  of  the  longest 
and  most  notorious  records  of  anyone  in 
the  country.”  The  last  time  I  heard  Dr. 
Bennett,  he  sounded  like  a  great  Chris¬ 
tian  leader.  I  doubt  that  Mr.  Philbrick 
could  identify  a  reputable  authority  as 
the  source  of  his  statement. 


I  am  grateful  that  you  have  permitted 
one  to  express  an  opinion.  Yes,  I  am 
writing  while  the  fire  is  burning.  If 
Liberty  Lobby  or  any  other  group  dis¬ 
agrees  with  us,  they  certainly  have  a 
right,  but  we  should  question  the  tactics 
they  are  using. 

Charles  A.  Guthrie 
San  Diego,  California 

The  war  is  not  over ! 

To  the  Editor: 

I  was  astounded  to  see  casually 
thrown  into  a  recent  editorial  the  state¬ 
ment  beginning,  “Now  that  the  Vietnam 
war  is  over  ...” 

The  war  is  continuing  nearly 
unabated:  we  have  surrogate  govern¬ 
ments  in  the  South  part  of  Vietnam  and  in 
Cambodia,  huge  installations  and  per¬ 
sonnel  in  Thailand;  we  hire  and  equip 
thousands  of  mercenaries,  perhaps 
hundreds  of  thousands;  we’ve  supported 
creation  of  refugees  and  camps  as  well  as 
prisons  for  political  adversaries;  last 
year  exceeded  more  than  the  total  of  all 
Americans  killed.  I  hope  all  editors  with 
a  religious  connection  will  not  say  the 
war  is  over. 

Charles  A.  Talcott 
Des  Moines,  Iowa 

‘ Living  Bible '  interpretive 
article  was  splendid 

To  The  Editor: 

I  wanted  to  shout  my  congratulations 
for  Judy  Weidman’s  splendid  in¬ 
terpretive  article  on  “The  Living  Bible" 
(TM/  UMR,  May  31).  It  is  fair,  it  is 
broad,  it  is  specific.  It  is  indeed  a 
phenomenon  in  our  current  life  that  a  re¬ 
writing  of  the  “Bible”  to  fit  one’s  own 
bias  could  gain  such  fantastic  popularity. 

Now  ir  we  can  only  get  our  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House  to  stop 
jumping  on  the  bandwagon  of  ex¬ 
ploitation. 

James  Wm.  Morgan 
Denton.  Texas 
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Hung  jury  in  Pikeville  ' 

Pastor  to  be  re-tried  later 
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Racism  focus 
of  upcoming 
COCU  meet 

NEW  YORK  —  Racism  and  ways  of 
eradicating  it  are  expected  to  dominate 
the  upcoming  plenary  session'  of  the 
Consultation  on  Church  Union  (COCU), 
slated  for  Cincinnati  November  3 
through  8. 

The  prediction  was  made  here  by 
COCU  executives  in  the  wake  of 
allegations  by  prominent  black 
ecumenists  that  racism  —  rather  than 
denominationalism  —  is  the  most 
prohibitive  factor  in  church  union  efforts. 

Among  those  challenging  COCU 
leaders  on  this  point  are  African 
Methodist  Episcopal  (AME)  Bishop 
Frederick  D.  Jordan,  COCU’s  chairman, 
and  African  Methodist  Episcopal  Zion 
(AME  Zion)  Bishop  Arthur  Marshall,  the 
later  of  whom  says  that  “eradication  of 
racism  in  the  church  (is)  the  first 
priority  on  the  road  to  ecumenism.” 

William  P.  Thompson,  stated  clerk  of 
the  United  Presbyterian  Church  and 
chairman  of  COCU’s  Commission  on 
Institutional  Racism,  said  that  possible 
actions  to  combat  racism  in  six  different 
areas  are  currently  under  study,  adding 
that  “we  think  we  will  have  some  definite 
proposals  for  the  nine  churches  in  COCU 
to  consider”  at  the  upcoming  meeting. 

Areas  in  which  the  commission  has 
been  studying  possible  action  include 
pensions  and  clergy  benefits, 
possibilities  for  churches  working 
together  at  the  local  level  and  sharing  in 
the  Lord’s  Supper,  communications, 
higher  education,  curriculum  develop¬ 
ment  and  establishing  new  congre¬ 
gations. 

COCU  executives,  who  had  convened 
here  to  elect  a  new  general  secretary 
(See  TM/  UMR,  June  14),  stressed  that 
the  commission’s  work  is  focused 
specifically  on  the  nine  denominations 
participating  in  the  Consultation  rather 
than  on  society  as  a  whole. 

“Your  task  is  to  provide  procedures  for 
the  churches  themselves  to  use  in 
grappling  with  the  major  block  to  church 
union,”  Bishop  Jordan  told  the  com¬ 
mission  at  a  recent  meeting.  “We  are  not 
a  program  agency,  and  we  have  no  funds 
to  underwrite  projects  or  provide 
grants.” 

The  Consultations’  efforts  in  com¬ 
bating  racism  have  already  borne  some 
fruit,  according  to  one  leader,  who  cited 
an  action  by  the  Christian  Church 
(Disciples  of  Christ)  to  establish  a  joint 
loan  program  with  the  Christian 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  a 
predominantly  black  denomination. 

Some  see  the  increasing  willingness  of 
churches  to  work  together  across  racial- 
denominational  lines  as  further  in¬ 
dication  that  churches  are  “living  our 
way  toward  union.” 

This  idea  received  further  impetus 
during  the  New  York  meeting  when 
COCU  executives  met  with  mission 
leaders  of  various  denominations. 

The  mission  leaders,  according  to  one 
observer,  were  less  concerned  with  the 
theological  “scandal  of  disunity”  than 
with  their  need  for  practical  cooperation 
among  COCU  and  non-COCU  churches  in 
specific  areas  of  mission. 

Hays  blasts 
government 

corruption 

LITTLE  ROCK,  Ark.  (RNS)  -  Brook 
Hays,  a  former  president  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  and  former 
Congressman  from  Arkansas,  spoke  out 
strongly  here  against  corruption  at  every 
level  —  from  high  officials  “who 
preside”  to  local  officials  “who  tamper 
with  the  ballot  box.” 

He  addressed  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
Arkansas  Gerontological  Society. 

Mr.  Hays,  who  had  been  in  politics  for 
40  years,  said  “nothing  ever  happened 
before  Watergate.”  He  said  it  is  the 
government’s  duty  “to  preserve  the  right 
of  the  people  to  choose  their  leaders 
without  corruption.” 

“Let  every  man  guilty  in  the 
Watergate  affair  be  punished,  but  let 
them  also  be  eligible  for  atonement,” 
said  the  Southern  Baptist  layman  who  is 
1  currently  serving  as  ‘Minister  in 
Residence’  at  Capitol  Hill  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Washington  D.C. 

Mr.  Hays  told  newsmen  later  that  he 
wasn’t  necessarily  advocating  im¬ 
peachment  of  President  Nixon  and  that 
he  wasn’t  passing  judgment  on  his  guilt 
or  innocence. 

He  said  judgment  can  only  be  passed 
on  the  “facts  so  far,”  but  that  evidence  of 
corruption  related  to  Watergate  has  been 
“unchallengeable”  thus  far. 

Mr.  Hays  said  he  thought  it  a  “great 
challenge  to  statesmanship  and  to  the 
Congress”  to  investigate  not  only 
Watergate  but  administrative  deals  with 
corporations,  and  the  President’s  re- 
election  campaign. 

Mr.  Hays  said  he  did  not  think 
Watergate  investigations  has  been  a 
party  “vendetta,”  adding  that  he  had 
faith  in  “what  has  been  done  to  unearth 
the  facts.” 

Declaring  that  men  and  nations  cannot 
break  God’s  law  without  punishment,  he 
called  for  an  alignment  of  God’s  law  and 
man’s  law  to  help  create  the  dream  of  a 
better  political  life  for  the  nation.” 

He  told  the  society’s  members  that  the 
elderly,  as  useful  citizens,  should  make 
their  feelings  known  to  government  of¬ 
ficials. 

“No  one  has  been  hurl  more  from  the 
•governmental  larceny’  of  inflation  than 
the  elderly,”  he  said,  urging  strong 
federal  participation  in  “all  programs 
lhal  involve  people." 


PIKEVILLE,  Ky.  (UMC)  —  The  trial 
of  a  Kentucky  United  Methodist  pastor 
charged  with  disorderly  conduct  during 
an  April  8  incident  at  Methodist  Hospital 
of  Kentucky  here  ended  in  a  hung  jury 
June  10. 

The  Rev.  Robert  Forrester,  Jackson, 
Ky.,  was  one  of  seven  persons  arrested 
when  an  interdenominational  group  of 
more  than  40  persons  gathered  at  the 
hospital  to  hold  a  worship  service  and 
seek  a  visit  with  an  accreditation  team  at 
the  medical  facility.  State  troopers  were 
called  by  the  hospital  and  an  episode  of 
shoving  and  hitting  began. 

Mr.  Forrester  was  the  only  person 
tried  for  the  misdemeanor  charge  of 
disorderly  conduct  which  has  a 
maximum  fine  of  $100.  Similar 
misdemeanor  charges  were  dropped 
against  the  other  six  when  they  received 
felony  indictments  from  the  Pike  County 
Grand  Jury  June  7.  They  plead  not-guilty 
June  10  and  their  trial  is  scheduled  for 
the  September  term  of  the  Pike  County 
Circuit  Court.  Mr.  Forrester’s  case  will 
be  re-tried  in  lower  court  September  11. 

The  six  persons  with  one  or  more 
felony  counts  against  them  are:  the  Rev. 
James  Sommerville,  a  Presbyterian 
from  Racine,  Ky.;  Daniel  B.  Hen¬ 
drickson,  a  staff  member  of  the  Council 
for  the  Southern  Mountains  from  Clint- 
wood,  Va.;  the  Rev.  Don  Prange,  a 
Lutheran  Church-Missouri  Synod  pastor 
on  the  staff  of  the  Commission  on 
Religion  in  Appalachia;  Mrs.  Lois  Scott 
of  Cumberland,  Ky.,  and  her  daughter 
Mrs.  Bessie  Cornet  of  Evarts,  Ky.;  and 
James  Branson,  McClure,  Va. 

More  than  200  non-professional 
workers  went  on  strike  at  the  hospital  in 
June,  1972,  and  asked  the  Com¬ 
munications  Workers  of  America  to 
represent  them  in  collective  bargaining. 
The  hospital  fired  the  strikers,  replaced 
them  with  new  workers,  and  has  refused 
to  negotiate  with  the  union. 

In  recent  months  several  individuals 
and  groups  within  United  Methodism 
have  intensified  their  pressure  against 
the  Hospital  Board  of  Directors  asking 


NEW  YORK  —  Motion  pictures  made 
especially  for  television  may  not  sound 
like  something  that  would  excite  the 
church.  But  as  a  matter  of  fact  the 
Broadcasting  and  Film  Commission 
(BF.C)  of  the  National  Council  of  Church¬ 
es  (NCC)  has  decided  to  give  special 
citations  to  the  three  major  networks 
later  this  month  for  their  contributions  in 
this  area. 

“In  the  past  season  we  have  seen  these 
films  make  not  only  an  important  artistic 
contribution,  but  also  be  in  the  forefront 
in  discussing  the  social  issues  of  our 
time,”  explained  BFC’s  executive 
director  William  F.  Fore  in  announcing 
the  citations. 

Mr.  Fore  said  that  the  citations  to  ABC, 
NBC  and  CBS  are  not  being  given  for 
specific  programs  but  for  the  networks’ 
contributions  in  developing  a  type  of 
program,  namely  movies  for  television. 

He  made  specific  reference  to  a 
number  of  recent  made-for-television 


them  to  participate  in  collective 
bargaining  which  they  say  is  endorsed  by 
the  denomination  through  its  Social 
Principles. 

The  Kentucky  Annual  Conference 
meeting  June  4-7  in  Richmond  said  in  its 
opinion  the  hospital  was  operating  within 
the  guidelines  of  the  Social  Principles. 
The  Conference  re-elected  the  members 
to  the  Hospital  Board  without  discussion. 

The  Council  on  Ministries,  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  and  Division  of  Health 
and  Welfare  Ministries  of  the  Kentucky 
Conference  recently  adopted  a  statement 
strongly  criticizing  the  interference  of 
some  groups,  particularly  the 
Appalachian  Development  Committee. 
The  ADC  is  a  coalition  of  United 
Methodists  in  the  Appalachian  region 
including  bishops  or  their  represen¬ 
tatives,  representatives  of  church 
projects  in  the  region,  and  staff  members 
from  general  church  agencies  which  are 
related  to  projects  in  Appalachia. 

“We  deplore  their  breach  of  courtesy 


toward  our  bishop  and  conference 
agencies  charged  with  administering  this 
institution,”  they  continued.  “We  sin¬ 
cerely  believe  that  some  of  the  actions  of 
some  of  these  groups  have  frustrated  the 
efforts  of  the  Conference  to  resolve  this 
dispute.” 

The  most  recent  incident  which  drew 
the  ire  of  United  Methodist  officials  in 
Kentucky  was  the  presence  of  Bishop  D. 
Frederick  Wertz  of  West  Virginia  and 
several  general  board  staff  executives  at 
a  May  26  Rally  in  Pikeville  sponsored  by 
the  strikers.  Bishop  Wertz,  vice  chair¬ 
man  of  the  ADC,  and  other  executives 
visited  the  strikers  at  the  picket  line  in 
front  of  the  hospital  and  spoke  at  the 
rally. 

The  Pikeville  Hospital  is  a  non-profit 
institution  and  as  such  is  exempted  from 
the  National  Labor  Relations  Act.  The 
exemption  is  expected  to  be  lifted  by  the 
U.S.  Senate  and  House  but  if  adopted  as 
proposed,  legislation  would  not  be 
retroactive. 


delegates  in  his  State  of  the  Church 
address. 

A  mobile  or  itinerant  ministry,  the 
bishop  declared,  needs  to  be  viewed  from 
the  context  of  the  ministry  as  a  whole. 

Quoting  the  United  Methodist 
Discipline’s  discourse  on  God’s 
redemptive  love,  spiritual  gifts  and 
man’s  mission  responsibility,  Bishop 
Mathews  contended  that  the  very  ear¬ 
mark  of  United  Methodism  is  its 
traveling  ministry: 

“Circulation  is  good  for  the  body  — 
including  that  Body  which  is  the  church. 
The  itinerant  system  implies  —  requires 
—  sacrifice  but  it  is  also  capable  of 
bearing  much  fruit.  On  each  possible 
move  there  depend  other  necessary 
moves.  I  urge  us  all  to  appropriate  afresh 
this  indispensable  aspect  of  our  con- 
nectional  church,”  he  said. 

Success  of  the  itinernant  ministry 
system  depends,  the  bishop  explained,  on 
a  three-way  cooperative  interchange: 
the  clergyman,  the  pastor-parish 
relations  committee  and  the  cabinet  — 
the  district  superintendents  and  bishop. 

Bishop  Mathews  listed  the  advantages 
of  such  a  method: 

“It  is  a  principal  guarantee  of  a  free 
and  responsible  pulpit.  Over  the  years  it 
provides  a  congregation  with  a  great 
variety  of  talent.  In  cases  of  crisis  or 
incompatibility  necessary  changes  can 
be  made  with  least  hurt  to  both  pastor 
and  people. 

“Most  important,”  he  stressed,  “it 
affords  the  possibility  of  matching 
pastoral  abilities  to  the  needs  of 
congregation  and  community.  In  other 
words,  itinerancy  is  missional  in  nature. 
It  is  finally  rooted  in  our  Lord’s  demand, 
‘Go  into  all  the  world  and  preach  the 
gospel  to  every  creature.’  We  are  to  go  to 
people  and  their  needs  and  not  wait  for 
them  to  come  to  us.” 


Baltimore  Conference 

BALTIMORE  —  Continuing  its 
ecumenical  precedent,  the  Baltimore 
Conference  ordained  50  members  in  the 
Roman  Catholic  cathedral,  the  only 
church  in  town  large  enough  to  ac¬ 
commodate  the  service. 

The  conference  Commission  on 
Religion  and  Race  budget  was  increased 
from  $1,000  to  $10,000,  and  a  Commission 
on  the  Status  and  Role  of  Women  was 
created. 

Acting  on  a  recommendation  from  the 
Outreach  Section,  many  delegates 
returned  a  portion  of  their  real  money  to 
help  feed  hungry  persons  around  the 
world.  To  date,  nearly  $1,500  has  been 
received  by  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief. 

Missouri  East  Conference 

FAYETTE  —  Missouri  East  Con¬ 
ference  representatives  adopted  two 
statements  on  criminal  justice.  One 
supports  rehabilitation  and  calls  for  state 
funding  for  adequate  programs.  The 
other  reaffirms  United  Methodist  op¬ 
position  to  capital  punishment  and  favors 
conjugal  visits,  physical  and  mental 
health  care  and  release  of  inmates  for 
church  activities  as  specific 
rehabilitation  procedures. 

In  other  action,  the  conference  en¬ 
dorsed  the  Equal  Rights  Amendment  and 
urged  that  word  of  its  approval  be  sent  to 
the  state  legislature. 

North  Texas  Conference 

DALLAS  —  A  procedure  for  dealing 
with  divorce  among  clergy  was  adopted 
by  delegates  to  the  North  Texas  Con¬ 
ference.  The  process  makes  counseling 
mandatory  and  requires  the  filing  of  a 
written  report  before  a  current  ap¬ 
pointment  to  a  charge  is  reaffirmed  or  a 
new  appointment  or  a  change  in  con¬ 
ference  relationship  is  recommended. 

Formulation  of  an  agency  to  help 
pastors  and  the  conference  evaluate 
ministerial  effectiveness  was  extended 
for  another  year’s  work. 

A  commission  on  the  status  and  role  of 
women  was  established,  and  an  equal 
number  of  lay  and  clergy  members  were 
seated. 

Kansas  East  Conference 

BALDWIN  —  Concerns  tackled  by 
Kansas  East  Conference  delegates 
ranged  from  theological  study  by  women 
to  a  “third  world”  youth  league  to  a 
convocation  on  amnesty. 

Major  action  included: 

•  A  restructuring  of  the  conference 
with  a  heightened  emphasis  on  local 
churches  and  districts  while  affirming 
the  ‘‘Connectional  United  Methodist 
Church.” 

•  Approval  of  a  campaign  to  raise 
capital  funds  for  pensions,  camps  and 
district  needs,  including  minority 
parishes  and  church  extension. 

•  Establishment  of  six  chief  priorities 
for  the  conference  year,  among  them: 

*  ‘  Communica  tions ,  ’  ’  “Development,  ’  ’ 
“Family  Life,”  “Goal  Settings  and 
Planning,”  “Nature  and  Missions  of  the 
Church”  and  “Youth.” 

California-Nevada  Conference 

STOCKTON,  Cal.  —  Spiritual  growth 
and  better  ways  of  meeting  individual 
and  corporate  conflict  topped  the  list  of 
goals  determined  by  California/  Nevada 
Conference  delegates. 

During  the  summer  various  boards  and 
divisions  will  convene  to  decide  funding 
of  programs  set  up  to  help  achieve  such 
aims. 

Unlike  previous  annual  conferences, 
the  1974  California/  Nevada  meeting 
dealt  only  with  goal-setting.  No 
resolutions  were  passed.  A  one-day 
assembly,  slated  for  October  26,  will  be 
devoted  entirely  to  budget  proposals. 

Other  goals  stressed  by  represen¬ 
tatives  included  conference  youth 
programs,  financial  stewardship, 
leadership  training  and  spiritual  growth 
groups. 

Central  Texas  Conference 

WACO  —  Delegates  to  the  Central 
Texas  Conference  approved  resolutions 
calling  for  a  permanently  funded  pension 
program  for  pastors,  a  ministerial 
evaluation  experiment  and  the  creation 


Compiled  from  News  Services 

SAN  ANTONIO  —  Dr.  J.  Garfield 
Owens,  San  Antonio  district  superin¬ 
tendent  for  the  past  four  years,  will 
assume  a  new  role  Sunday,  and  his  first 
day  on  the  job  is  expected  to  be  televised 
on  nationwide  CBS-TV. 

The  minister’s  unique  appointment  is 
as  the  first  black  pastor  of  an  all-wjiite 
United  Methodist  church  in  the  South¬ 
west:  in  this  case,  the  1,300-member 
Jefferson  United  Methodist  Church  here. 

“This  is  the  right  thing  —  the  Christian 
thing  to  do,”  Bishop  O.  Eugene  Slater  of 
the  Southwest  Texas  Conference 
remarked. 

Controversy  erupted  over  the  action 
when  its  possibility  first  came  to  light 
last  February.  There  have  been  meetings 
of  Jefferson  members,  and  some  have 
left  the  congregation,  according  to 
Bishop  Slater. 

“I  would  hope  people  would  at  least 
give  it  a  try,”  the  bishop  commented. 

“My  coming  to  the  church,”  Dr.  Owens 
said,  “will  mark  a  new  era  in  the  life  of 
the  church  and  a  new  point  of  departure 
from  the  past.” 

Questioned  why  he  made  the  move  at 
this  particular  time,  Bishop  Slater  said 
that  Dr.  Owens’  tenure  of  office  had 
expired. 

“The  cabinet  and  I  felt  the  time  had 
come  for  this  next  step  in  merger,”  he 
declared. 

Bishop  Slater  was  referring  to  the 


highlights 

of  an  agency  to  improve  the  status  of 
women  in  the  church. 

A  one-year  pilot  project,  designed  to 
test  a  method  for  evaluation  of  pastors  by 
congregations,  will  be  operated  by  10 
churches  on  a  voluntary  basis.  Ministers 
will  complete  an  “instrument”  rating 
themselves  in  such  areas  as  public 
worship  ministry,  pastoral  ministry  and 
organizational  ministry.  They  will  then 
be  evaluated  by  a  local  church  com¬ 
mittee  and  the  district. 

Also  given  a  “yes”  vote  was  the 
establishment  of  a  commission  on 
women’s  rights  to  foster  an  awareness  of 
problems  and  issues  concerning  female 
status  and  role,  with  special  emphasis  on 
full  participation  of  women  in  the  total 
life  of  the  church. 

Rio  Grande  Conference 

GEORGETOWN,  Tx.  -  In  a  service 
devoted  to  ministerial  recruitment, 
delegates  to  the  Spanish-speaking  Rio 
Grande  Conference  heard  Dr.  Robert 
Escamillia  assess  the  critical  shortage  of 
United  Methodist  pastors  in  the  con¬ 
ference. 

Within  the  next  decade  the  conference 
will  need  50  new  ministers  to  replace 
those  retiring  “and  another  50  to  keep  up 
with  the  Spanish-speaking  immigration 
from  Mexico,”  said  Dr.  Escamillia, 
associate  general  secretary  of  the 
Division  of  Evangelism,  Worship  and 
Stewardship  of  the  Board  of 
Discipleship. 

Representatives  approved  a  $150,000 
financial  campaign  to  upgrade  clergy 
salaries  and  pension  programs  over  the 
next  three  years. 

The  conference  also  launched  a 
national  evangelistic  effort  that  will' 
involve  the  exchange  of  Spanish¬ 
speaking  United  Methodist  clerics  from 
across  the  nation. 

Rocky  Mountain  Conference 

GOLDEN,  Colo.  —  Delegates  to  the 
Rocky  Mountain  Conference  approved  an 
extension  effort  that  will  ask  each  local 
church  to  raise  $1.33  per  member  for  a 
“Project  in  Church  Extension.”  Receipts 
will  fund  a  three-pronged  program : 
purchasing  new  church  sites, 
establishing  new  congregations  and 
assisting  parishes  to  merge  and/  or 
relocate. 

The  conference  endorsed  PLUS 
(People  Let’s  Unite  for  School),  a 
committee  working  for  an  amicable  plan 
for  the  integration  of  Denver  Public 
Schools.  The  recommendation  was 
presented  by  the  Commission  on  Religion 
and  Race. 

A  Commission  on  the  Status  and  Role 
of  Women  was  organized  “to  maintain 
cooperation  with  the  United  Methodist 
Commission”  of  the  same  name  set  up  by 
the  General  Conference. 

Missouri  West  Conference 
FAYETTE  —  In  a  session  described  as 
“quiet,  almost  apathetic”  the  Missouri 
West  Conference  authorized  and  funded  a 
Commission  on  Participation  of  Women, 
which  had  undergone  a  two-year  study. 
Delegates  also  voted  to  support  the 
Women’s  Center  for  Theologizing,  a 
Kansas  City-based  ecumenical  training 
program  for  women. 

A  proposal  for  equalizing  lay-clergy 
representation  at  annual  conference  was 
approved  and  will  go  into  effect  in  1975. 

Northwest  Texas  Conference 
AMARILLO  —  The  relationship  of  the 
special  appointee  to  the  annual  con¬ 
ference  surfaced  as  a  top  concern  for 
delegates  to  the  Northwest  Texas  Con¬ 
ference. 

Dr.  Robert  Thornburg,  associate 
general  secretary  of  the  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry,  discussed  the 
meaning  of  the  ordained  ministry, 
particularly  as  it  affects  that  spiraling 
group  called  “special  appointees.” 

Also  highlighted  on  the  Northwest 
Texas  Conference  agenda  was  Advance 
Special  mission  giving  reports  and  a  call 
for  increased  support  of  the  Advance 
Special  fund. 

The  results  of  a  lay-clergy  equalization 
plan,  developed  during  last  year’s  annual 
conference,  were  evident  as  lay 
representatives  outnumbered  minis¬ 
terial  delegates. 


union  four  years  ago  of  the  Southwest 
Texas  Conference  and  the  former  all¬ 
black  West  Texas  Conference. 

He  explained  that  Jefferson  was 
chosen  because  it  was  up  for  a  new 
minister  and  of  the  status  to  merit  a 
former  district  superintendent. 

Dr.  Owens,  59,  a  former  public  school 
teacher,  said  he  was  looking  forward  to 
the  new  post. 

“I  understand  there  has  been  a  soft¬ 
ening  of  the  position  of  some  who  were 
unable  before  to  deal  with  my  coming,” 
he  added. 

Dr.  Owens  observed  that  with  a  “young 
white  associate  and  a  Mexican-American 
choir  director  we  will  be  in  a  very  unique 
position  to  speak  to  all  groups.” 

“We  Dare  to  Dream”  will  bo  the  topic 
of  the  black  cleric’s  first  sermon  at  the 
all-white  church. 

In  involving  the  church’s  “approach  to 
race  or  class  and  how  it  understands  its 
mission,”  he  continued,  “I  shall  try  to 
exhibit  a  spirit  of  reconciliation,  and  I 
believe  this  will  elicit  from  the 
congregation  a  desire  for  recon¬ 
ciliation.” 

He  said  he  worried  he  might  be  caught 
between  those  “who  expect  me  to  do 
miracles  overnight  and  those  who  fear  I 
will  be  moving  too  fast. 

“I  hope  to  develop  within  the  church  a 
real  sense  of  where  it  is,”  Dr.  Owens 
concluded.  “With  these  cultures  in  the 
congregation,  we  have  a  real  respon¬ 
sibility  in  these  areas.” 


NCC  honors  three  networks 
for  socially  conscious  films 


Itinerant  ministry  and 
Holy  Spirit  termed  keys 
to  effective  discipleship 


BALTIMORE  —  United  Methodism’s 
tradition  of  an  itinerant  ministry  got  a 
ringing  defense  here  recently  from 
Bishop  James  K.  Mathews,  who  defended 
the  system  as  an  “indispensable  aspect 
of  our  connectional  church."  His  words 
carried  special  meaning  as  annual 
conference  sessions  around  the  country 
opened  amid  scattered  protests  by  some 
pastors  regarding  their  appointment. 

The  church  can  meet  the  demands  of 
discipleship  if  the  people  called  United 
Methodists  use  what  Jesus  Christ  has 
made  available  to  them:  a  missionary 
method  of  itinerant  ministry  and  the 
power  of  his  Holy  Spirit,  Bishop  Mathews 
told  Baltimore  and  Peninsula  conference 


movies  —  including  “The  Autobiography 
of  Miss  Jane  Pittman,”  “The  Morning 
After,”  and  “That  Certain  Summer”  — 
which  have  poignantly  discussed  issues 
ranging  from  homosexuality  to 
alcoholism  to  race  relations. 

The  NCC  executive  applauded  the 
networks  for  being  willing  to  “take  the 
risk  in  financing  these  hard-hitting 
dramas”  which  were  originally  turned 
down  by  most  of  Hollywood’s  major 
studios. 

“In  an  age  when  so  much  study  and 
attention  is  given  to  theatrical  motion 
pictures,”  continued  Mr.  Fore,  “church¬ 
men  should  note  that  some  of  the  most 
morally  concerned,  innovative  and 
socially  significant  films  appeared  first 
on  television.  .  .Since  there  is  so  much 
that  is  destructive  and  harmful  in  mass 
entertainment  these  days,  it  is  very 
important  that  the  church  support  those 
elements  which  seek  to  illuminate  the 
human  condition  and  to  offer  hope.” 


Black  pastor  of  all-white  church 
to  begin  duties  under  TV  lights 
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Peace  center  offers  resources 

Methodist  agencies  find  help  in  sorting  through  data 

WASHINGTON,  D  C.  (UMC)  -  Where 


Symposium  ponders 
Auschwitz  inheritance 


do  United  Methodist  agencies  dealing 
with  peace  issues  find  all  the  statistics 
and  other  data  to  share  with  con¬ 
stituents? 

One  of  the  “informed  sources”  most 
relied  on  today  for  locating  hard-to-find 
facts  and  for  digesting  the  chaotic  over¬ 
abundance  of  other  facts  is  the  Center  for 
the  Study  of  Power  and  Peace.  Its 
current  director  is  a  man  who  believes 
that  Christ’s  command  to  “feed  my 
sheep”  includes  helping  citizens  to  in¬ 
crease  their  knowledge  of  other  people 
and  their  problems  and  “how  their 
problems  affect  us.” 

Housed  in  the  United  Methodist 
Building  here,  the  Center  was  bom  three 
years  ago  from  the  suggestion  of  the  Rev. 
Alan  Geyer,  then  editor  of  "Christian 
Century”  and  now  a  Colgate  University 

Evangelism 
meet  gears  up 
for  analysis 

LAUSANNE,  Switzerland  (RNS)  — 
"Country”  profiles  on  52  major  world 
population  areas  are  being  sent  to  par¬ 
ticipants  in  the  International  Congress  on 
World  Evangelization  in  advance  of  the 
gathering  here,  which  will  be  held  July 
16-25. 

They  are  among  the  special  resource 
materials  that  will  be  used  to  help  the 
2,700  participants  analyze  the  status  of 
Christianity  in  their  areas  and  the 
problems  and  opportunities  for 
evangelism. 

Upon  arriving  at  the  meeting,  each 
participant  will  also  receive  a  survey  of 
the  “unreached  peoples”  in  various  parts 
of  the  planet,  and  an  overall  survey  of  the 
status  of  Christianity. 

Churchmen  and  statisticians  around 
the  world  were  asked  to  provide  data  for 
the  documents,  which  were  prepared  by 
a  team  from  the  Missions  Advanced 
Research  Center  (MARC),  a  division  of 
World  Vision  International  in  Monrovia, 
Calif.,  and  missiologists,  anthropologists 
and  students  in  Fuller  Seminary’s  School 
of  World  Mission,  Pasadena,  Calif. 

The  “country  profile”  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  for  example,  reports: 

“U.S.  Christian  Church  bodies  claim 
about  122  million  adherents  or  about  58 
per  cent  of  the  total  population.  However, 
this  figure  may  understate  the  actual 
situation  by  not  counting  members  of 
non-structured  Christian  movements  or 
numerous  house  churches.  In  addition, 
some  churches  do  not  count  children  in 
their  membership  totals  while  other 
churches  do.  On  the  other  hand,  some 
individual  congregations  belong  to  more 
than  one  denomination,  thus  inflating  the 
totals.” 

In  a  section  on  “Religious  Com¬ 
position”  of  the  U.S.,  the  report  says  that 
“over  90  per  cent  of  the  total  U.S. 
population  would  consider  itself 
Christian,  although  not  that  many  would 
have  formal  church  affiliation  or  a  clear 
understanding  of  the  basic  teachings  of 
Christianity.” 

The  “country  profile”  of  Taiwan 
(Republic  of  China)  offers  an  analysis  of 
its  "Unreached  Peoples,”  with  some 
comments  about  the  reasons  for  their 
unevangelized  status. 

According  to  the  report,  the  Taiwan- 
born  Hakka  comprise  about  14  per  cent  of 
the  population,  but  include  very  few 
professing  Christians. 

It  says  that  “the  reason  for  the  low 
percentage  of  Christians  among  the 
Hakka  is  that  early  missionaries  were 
not  aware  of  the  Hakka ’s  strong  self- 
identity.  They  chose  to  use  only  the 
language  of  the  Min-nan  majority. 
Because  the  only  Bible  was  a  romanized 
character  version,  the  Hakka  rejected 
it.” 

In  contrast,  the  Taiwan  report  adds 
that  “missionary  work  among  the 
aboriginal  mountain  tribes  people  has 
generally  met  with  great  responsiveness. 
Although  the  tribal  peoples  make  up  only 
two  per  cent  of  the  total  population,  80 
per  cent  are  estimated  to  be  professing 
Christians.” 

One  of  the  aims  of  the  Lausanne 
Congress  is  “to  form  strategies  for 
telling  every  inhabitant  of  the  earth, 
before  the  end  of  this  century,  about  the 
possibility  of  salvation  through  Jesus 
Christ.” 


SEATTLE  —  Revised,  vernacularized 
and  ethnic-oriented  versions  of  the  Holy 
Bible  are  hardly  news  anymore. 

So  the  fact  that  there  is  now  a 
“Woman’s  Bible"  probably  won’t  take 
many  by  surprise. 

But  the  fact  that  it  was  originally 
published  in  1895  before  women  had  the 
vote  and  while  the  “King  James”  was 
still  the  Alpha  and  Omega,  is  likely  to 
give  some  folks  pause. 

Edited  by  Elizabeth  Cady  Stanton, 
“The  Woman’s  Bible"  has  been  out  of 
print  for  3/  4  of  a  century. 

However,  under  the  sponsorship  of  the 
Coalition  Task  Force  on  Women  and 
Religion  here  the  book  is  being  reissued 
in  paperback. 

The  volume,  explains  a  spokesperson 
for  the  task  force,  is  a  “commentary  on 
portions  of  the  Bible,  both  Old  and  New 
Testaments  as  well  as  some  Epistles,  as 
they  relate  to  women,  and  portions  from 
which  women  were  markedly  absent." 

Ms.  Stanton  was  assisted  in  the  book’s 
preparation  by  a  group  of  women  known 


professor.  He  suggested  that  the 
denominations  needed  a  factual  resource 
center  on  international  affairs,  peace, 
disarmament  and  related  areas,  in  part 
to  save  duplicating  of  efforts  by  several 
agencies. 

It  got  under  way  with  a  $70,000  grant 
from  the  United  Church  of  Christ, 
augmented  by  gifts  of  individuals  and 
groups.  Other  funds  have  come  from 
Disciples  of  Christ  and  Roman  Catholics, 
plus  subscribers  to  the  service. 

The  Center,  according  to  Adam 
DeBaugh,  its  acting  director  and  editor, 
serves  as  a  research  arm,  not  for  lob¬ 
bying.  It  develops  its  bi-weekly  “Center 
Survey”  publication  on  the  basis  of 
clients’  needs.  As  an  example,  its  current 
series  on  world  development  grew  out  of 
requests  from  United  Methodist  and 
other  agencies  for  special  material  in 
this  field. 

The  idea,  says  Mr.  DeBaugh,  is  "to 
seek  truth,  but  sometimes  we  must  tell 
the  sources’  stories,”  which  might  well 
carry  some  opinion  with  them.  The 
principle,  he  holds,  is  to  be  “factual  with 
a  bias  in  favor  of  peace  and  development. 
Attempts  are  made  to  get  both  facts  and 
assessment  of  the  facts’  value  and 
meaning  in  relation  to  an  issue,  including 
statements  of  advocacy  as  part  of  that 
assessment. 


New  pensions  exec  named 

CHICAGO  (UMC)  —  Dr.  Stanley  D. 
Morrow,  a  Minnesota  lawyer,  was 
selected  here  last  week  as  the  new 
general  secretary  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church’s  General  Board  of 
Pensions. 

The  35-year-old  attorney  —  who  is 
believed  to  be  the  youngest  general 
secretary  ever  elected  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church  —  was  unanimously 
chosen  by  the  30-member  board  to 
succeed  the  Rev.  Claire  C.  Hoyt  on  Jan.  1, 
1975,  as  chief  staff  executive  of  the  board. 

As  general  secretary  Dr.  Morrow  will 
be  in  charge  of  some  $400  million  in 
pension  funds  covering  most  of  the 
denomination’s  pastors  and  many  lay 
employes  as  well  as  hospitalization  and 
other  benefit  programs. 

Dr.  Hoyt  has  been  general  secretary 
since  1964  and  will  retire  Dec.  31. 

The  new  general  secretary  is  a  native 
of  Garden  City,  Minn.,  and  was  on  the 
board’s  staff  for  seven  years  before 
leaving  five  years  ago  to  join  the  ad¬ 
ministrative  department  of  the  Mayo 
Clinic  in  Rochester,  Minn.  For  the  past 
two  years  he  has  practiced  law  in  Forest 
Lake,  Minn. 

Dr.  Morrow  holds  degrees  in 
mathematics,  education,  business  ad¬ 
ministration  and  law. 

Washington  churches  get 
new  pastors 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  —  Metropolitan 
Memorial  and  Mt.  Vernon  Place  United 
Methodist  churches  —  two  of  the  most 
prominent  congregations  in  the  capital 
city  —  received  new  pastors  this  year. 

The  Rev.  William  Holmes  of  Austin, 
Tex.,  was  named  pastor  of  the  2,400- 
member  Metropolitan  congregation  and 
the  Rev.  La  verne  Rohbraugh  of 
Hagerstown,  Md.,  was  named  pastor  of 
2,200-member  Mt.  Vernon  Place. 

The  simultaneous  change  of  pastors  at 
the  two  churches  is  believed  to  be  a  first 
since  both  congregations  have  belonged 
to  the  same  denomination. 

Metropolitan  in  Northwest  Washington 
is  the  National  Memorial  Church  of 
United  Methodism,  a  designation  carried 
over  from  the  former  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church. 

Mt.  Vernon  Place  in  downtown 
Washington  was  known  as  the 
“representative  church”  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South. 

Both  churches  were  built  with  funds 
raised  from  across  the  nation. 

Woman  fails  in  personal 
bid  to  fight  smut 

QUAKERTOWN,  Pa.  (EP)  — 
“Because  the  Bible  is  so  explicitly 
against  it,”  a  Bucks  County  delivery 
woman  refused  to  deliver  a  package  to  an 
adult  bookstore  and  lost  her  job  with 
United  Parcel  Service. 

Joanna  Minkler,  the  only  UPS  woman 
driver  in  Bucks  County,  is  33,  and  a 
Baptist  Sunday  school  teacher.  About  a 


as  “the  revising  committee,”  each  of 
whom  purchased  two  identical  Bibles. 
From  one  she  clipped  all  those  passages 
felt  to  be  relevant  to  the  issue  of  women’s 
rights  and  wrote  remarks  on  it.  The 
group  then  pooled  their  efforts  to  produce 
the  book. 

However,  it  was  the  comments  of  Ms. 
Stanton  that  dominated  the  book  and 
created  its  mood.  A  life-time  crusader  for 
women’s  rights,  she  was  a  talented 
writer  whose  work  is  distinguished  by 
witty,  tart,  and  often  moving  statements. 

Members  of  the  task  force  readily 
admit  that  theology  is  by  no  means  the 
book’s  strong  suit:  “The  value  of  the 
work  lies  not  in  its  theology  a  field  ad¬ 
mittedly  beyond  the  expertise  of  the 
group,  but  in  its  understanding  of 
women,  their  problems  and  handicaps  as 
persons  .  .  .  and  in  the  provocative 
questions  it  poses  in  the  minds  of 
readers.” 

The  book  can  be  ordered  for  $5.95  from 
The  Women’s  Bible,  Third  Floor,  4759 
15th  Avenue  N.E.,  Seattle,  Wash.  98105. 


Though  not  regularly  funding  the 
Center,  except  through  purchase  of 
services,  United  Methodists  are  among 
its  most  regular  users,  including  the 
World  Peace  Division  of  the  Board  of 
Church  and  Society,  the  Women’s 
Division  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  the  two  boards’  joint 
Seminars  on  National  and  International 
Affairs  and  their  Office  for  the  United 
Nations,  and  the  Council  on  Youth 
Ministries’  Legislative  Affairs  Program, 
along  with  several  annual  conferences. 

Since  1973  the  Bishops’  Call  to  Peace 
and  Self-Development  of  Peoples  has 
used  the  Center  and  its  “Center  Survey” 
as  major  resources  for  its  network  of 
peace  programs. 

Most  subscribers  to  the  Center’s 
publications  are  individuals,  especially 
teachers,  and  because  of  this  the  “Sur¬ 
vey”  is  written  in  concise,  non-technical 
language,  geared  for  those  who  are  lay 
persons  in  international  affairs. 

The  sources  are  numerous  —  the 
Center’s  own  growing  and  varied  library 
of  periodicals,  clippings  and  foreign 
journals;  the  nearby  Library  of  Congress 
and  Congressional  offices;  resources  of 
the  State  and  Defense  Departments; 
United  Nations  and  foreign  embassies; 
church  agencies  and  many  counter¬ 
movements. 


year  ago  she  delivered  a  package  to  the 
bookstore  and  was  so  offended  by  the 
people  and  merchandise  that  “I  vowed 
never  to  go  back  in.” 

A  union  board  hearing  will  consider  the 
case. 

Mosley  resigns  as 
Union  president 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  Dr.  J.  Brooke 
Mosley  has  submitted  his  resignation 
here  as  president  of  Union  Theological 
Seminary. 

"The  seminary  review  committee  has 
indicated  to  me  its  belief  that  new 
leadership  will  be  required  for  Union 
Seminary  in  the  near  future,”  the 
Episcopal  bishop  told  the  executive 
committee  of  the  nondenomination 
school  board  of  directors. 

His  resignation  comes  at  a  time  when 
Union,  long  considered  the  nation’s 
preeminent  seminary  of  liberal  in¬ 
clination,  is  having  financial  difficulties. 

It  is  also  caught  up  in  sharp  internal 
tensions  over  directions  for  the  school. 
Some  observers  see  Union’s  troubles  as 
symptomatic  of  the  current  malaise  of 
liberal  Protestantism. 

Dr.  Mosley  said  his  resignation  would 
be  effective  not  later  than  November 

1975,  at  which  time  he  will  have  headed 
Union  for  five  years.  He  succeeded  Dr. 
John  C.  Bennett. 

Good  News  slates 
strategy  conference 

WILMORE,  Ky.  —  A  “National 
Conference  on  Evangelical  Strategy,” 
designed  to  solve  “some  of  the  major 
problems  facing  United  Methodism,” 
was  announced  here  recently  by  leaders 
of  the  Good  News  movement. 

To  be  held  in  Louisville,  Ky.,  the 
conclave  will  be  a  “working  conference,” 
with  proposals  for  actions  presented  for 
adoption  on  closing  night. 

Agenda  items  scheduled  to  receive 
attention  through  speeches  and 
workshops  are  Christian  social  concerns, 
world  missions,  “our  theological  crisis” 
and  “evangelical  essentials.” 

For  more  information,  persons  may 
write  to:  Dr.  Robert  Mayfield,  329  E. 
Main,  Wilmore,  Ky.  40390. 

Protestant  Hour  to  feature 
Methodist  choirs 

ATLANTA  —  The  United  Methodist 
segment  of  the  1975  Protestant  Hour 
series  will  feature  the  choirs  of  three 
churches  and  two  United  Methodist- 
related  colleges  in  the  South  Central 
Jurisdiction,  the  Joint  Communications 
Committee  announced  here  last  month. 

Guest  choirs  will  come  from  Central 
Methodist  College,  Fayette,  Mo.,  Lon 
Morris  College,  Jacksonville,  Tex.;  the 
First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Albuquerque,  N.  Mex.;  the  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans,  La.,  and 
the  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Omaha,  Nebr. 

Speaker  for  the  programs  will  be  the 
Rev.  Roger  Bourland,  pastor  of  the 
Omaha  congregation.  The  series  will  air 
September  28,  1975  through  January  4, 

1976. 

Don’t  ask  your  minister 

NEW  YORK  (EP)  -  People  with 
emotional,  marital  or  sexual  problems 
are  advised  to  “turn  to  your  doctor  or 
clergyman”  for  counseling  and  help. 

Why?  asks  Columnist  Sydney  J. 
Harris,  admitting  he  never  knows 
whether  to  laugh  or  cry  when  such  advice 
is  handed  the  disturbed. 

"The  suicide  and  divorce  rate  of 
doctors,  dentists  and  other  professionals 
is  higher  than  that  of  almost  any  other 
occupation.”  Mr.  Harris  pointed  out.  As 
for  clergymen,  he  sees  them  “so 
spiritually  minded  that  they  tend  to  turn 
psychological  problems  into  ethical 
problems,  and  usually  propose  ‘faith’  as 
futilely  as  the  physicians  propose  pills.” 

Mr.  Harris  concluded  that  because  of 
the  obvious  deficiencies  in  the  medical 
and  theological  professions,  millions  of 
Americans  have  turned  to  a  "wild 
variety  of  emotional  nostrums,  from 
yoga  and  meditation  to  transactional 
groups  and  sensitivity  training." 


Mary  Susan  Cox 


Beauty  queen 
moves  into 
youth  ministry 

MIAMI  (RNS)  —  Like  many  churches, 
First  United  Methodist  of  Coral  Gables 
has  a  special  ministry  to  college  students 
and  working  young  adults.  But  its  “youth 
minister”  is  somewhat  unique  —  she’s  a 
former  beauty  queen. 

Mary  Susan  Cox  competed  in  the  1969 
Miss  America  contest  as  Miss  Tennessee. 
Although  she  didn’t  win  the  national 
honor  in  the  competition,  she  describes 
her  present  work  as  a  “half-way  answer” 
to  two  childhood  dreams. 

“Since  I  was  in  the  sixth  grade  I’ve 
always  put  down  as  my  vocational  choice 
either  ‘singer’  or  ‘missionary’,”  says  the 
daughter  of  a  lay  minister  of  the  York 
Memorial  United  Methodist  Church, 
Ojus,  Fla. 

The  first  dream  was  fulfilled  when  she 
won  a  Miss  America  scholarship  for 
semi-classical  singing,  toured  Vietnam 
with  a  U.S.O.  group,  and  spent  a  year  and 
a  half  singing  on  a  Caribbean  cruise  ship. 

“It  was  lots  of  fun,  but  there  was  no 
fulfillment,”  recalls  the  drama-speech 
graduate  of  East  Tennessee  State 
University.  “It  was  romantic,  but  it  was 
hard  work.” 

One  thing  that  Mary  Susan  learned 
from  her  brief  singing  career  is  that  “it  is 
easy  to  be  a  Christian  when  you  are  with 
Christians,  but  it  is  hard  when  you  are 
with  non-Christians.” 

In  an  effort  to  fulfill  her  other  am¬ 
bition,  she  went  to  see  Dr.  Harold  Buell, 
superintendent  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church’s  North  Miami  District.  After  14 
months  in  her  special  ministry  at  the 
Coral  Gables  church,  Mary  Susan  is 
confident  that  the  Lord  has  given  her  the 
University  of  Miami  campus  and  its 
surrounding  business  community  as  her 
mission  field. 

“The  thing  that  works  best  is  a  one-to- 
one  contact  at  home,  at  school,  or  in  the 
office,”  she  says.  “It  makes  them  feel 
important  to  catch  them  on  their 
grounds.” 

Although  getting  fellows  to  come  to 
church-sponsored  activities  is  no 
problem  for  a  former  beauty  queen, 
Mary  Susan  admits,”  I  can’t  really  relate 
to  them.  It  takes  a  guy  to  relate  to  a  guy 
spiritually.  But  I  can  really  relate  to  the 
girls.” 

It  is  not  unusual  for  her  to  spend  an 
evening  with  one  of  her  young  contacts, 
talking  over  personal  problems. 

“We  talk  for  hours,”  she  says.  “Many 
of  them,  like  one  who  was  on  pills  and  two 
who  were  on  grass,  have  no  direction  in 
their  lives.  After  hours  of  being  their 
friend,  they  are  ready  to  share  their 
problem  with  me  because  they  know  I’m 
not  going  to  tell  their  parents.” 

Although  her  own  college  generation 
was  only  a  few  years  ago,  Mary  Susan 
finds  some  differences  in  today’s 
students. 

“They  question  their  faith  more,”  she 
comments.  “My  faith  was  stable  in 
college.  They  have  a  lot  of  questions 
about  things  like  prayer.  They  can  buy 
the  concept,  but  they  want  to  know  how  to 
apply  it,  how  to  live  their  faith.” 

Young  people  today,  Mary  Susan  feels, 
“don’t  care  about  being  ‘cool’  so  much. 
They’re  not  so  materialistic.” 

As  a  result,  she  is  able  to  get  them 
involved  in  service  projects  at  the 
church,  such  as  making  equipment  for 
the  junior  high  play  group,  baby  sitting  in 
the  nursery,  ushering  on  Sunday  morn¬ 
ings,  and  sponsoring  parties. 

“I  haven’t  seen  wholesale,  dramatic 
conversions,”  she  says,  “but  I  see  that 
when  kids  have  a  problem,  they  turn  to 
faith  in  Jesus  Christ.  I  see  a  religious 
revival  that  is  not  ‘way  out’  or  an  escape, 
and  that’s  good.” 


Poem  of  the  Week 


.Jesus  Christ  is  more 

By  FOLLY  MADDEN. 

Now  is  the  morning  when  the  sun 
comes  up 

And  the  birds  sing  praises  to  the  Lord, 
I  think  of  the  flowers  and  the  deer  and  the 
lakes. 

But  Jesus  Christ  is  more. 

Now  when  the  sun  is  high  above 
And  I  have  to  do  my  chores, 

I  think  of  the  bees  and  the  trees  and  the 
leaves. 

But  Jesus  Christ  is  more. 

And  in  the  evening  when  the  sun  gets  low 
And  I  have  to  go  to  bed, 

I  think  of  all  that  He’s  given  me, 

He's  even  given  me  bread; 

And  I  will  promise  till  the  end  of  my  life 
That  Jesus  Christ  is  not  dead! 


By  BEN  L.  KAUFMAN 
Religious  News  Service 

NEW  YORK  —  In  a  sense,  everyone  is 
a  survivor  and  a  victim  of  Auschwitz, 
participants  at  a  symposium  here  agreed 
at  their  closing  session. 

The  consensus:  We  are  all  victims 
because  previous  limits  on  human 
behavior  were  shattered  and  they  cannot 
be  reimposed ;  we  are  survivors  because 
we  did  not  die  in  the  death  camps  devised 
by  the  Nazis  and  we  cannot  shake  that 
inheritance  and  guilt  for  surviving. 

Tempers  flared  in  the  final  hours  of  a 
four-day  meeting  on  “Auschwitz: 
Beginning  of  a  New  Era,”  convened  at 
the  Episcopal  Cathedral  of  St.  John  the 
Divine. 

Survivors  of  Auschwitz  and  Dachau 
fought  to  be  heard  among  scholars  and 
laymen  trying  to  deal  with  the  reality  and 
the  images  of  the  extermination  of  6 
million  European  Jews  in  the  Holocaust 
carried  out  by  Nazi  Germany. 

The  symposium  had  many  sponsors. 
Participants  included  Jews  and 
Christians.  The  sessions  began  with  a 
scholarly  exchange  of  papers  probing  the 
Holocaust. 

As  time  for  comments  by  the  audience 
grew  short,  so  did  tempers,  and  at  times 
the  Jews  were  on  trial,  rather  than  the 
Nazis  and  their  collaborators. 

When  one  young  man,  a  member  of  the 
audience,  quoted  Hebrew  Scripture  in  an 
effort  to  hold  that  the  Holocaust  was 
God’s  response  to  the  Jewish  rejection  of 
Jesus,  he  drew  a  sharp  retort  from  a 
panelist. 

Rabbi  Irving  Greenberg  of  New  York 
said  that  if  that  were  true,  it  would  be  a 
“mitzvah”  (a  good  deed)  “to  be  an 
atheist.”  Don’t  come  before  a  group 
seeking  to  cope  with  what  happened  in 
death  camps  to  preach  to  the  Jews,  he 
told  the  young  man. 

It  was  a  tense  four  days  as  the  panelists 
and  their  audience  wrestled  with  a 
unique  event  in  recorded  history,  the 
calculated  destruction  of  a  people,  to 
which  every  other  need  of  the  state  and 
society  was  subordinated,  without  even 
the  pretense  of  self-defense  or  worldly 
gain. 

Some  points  became  clear  in  the 
discussions : 

•  No  one  is  yet  able  to  “explain”  the 
Holocaust,  if  that  means  satisfying 
listeners  as  to  how  and  why  it  happened. 

•  Many  Jews  are  preoccupied  with  the 
fear  that  the  United  States  is  ap¬ 
proaching  social  and  economic  con¬ 
ditions  in  which  they  see  another 


CHICAGO  —  Claiming  they  are  not 
convinced  the  bishop  and  his  cabinet 
made  a  serious  effort  to  find  a  qualified 
woman  pastor,  members  of  the  Parish  of 
the  Holy  Covenant  here  have  proposed  to 
accept  their  newly  appointed  male  pastor 
on  a  three-month  interim  basis  while  the 
cabinet  renews  its  efforts  to  find  a 
woman. 

An  official  proposal  drafted  during  a 
special  called  pastor-parish  relations 
meeting  last  week  noted  that  newly- 
appointed  pastor  Chuck  Peterson  ac¬ 
cepted  the  appointment  with  protest. 

“.  .  .  we  share  that  protest.  Under 
these  circumstances  we  feel  constrained 
to  accept  him  as  an  interim  pastor  for  a 
three-month  period  during  which  time  we 
expect  the  cabinet  to  search  in  good  faith 
for  a  qualified  woman  pastor  for  ap¬ 
pointment  to  this  parish,”  continued  the 
statement,  which  is  being  sent  to  the 
bishop  and  his  cabinet. 

District  Superintendent  Thornburn 
Anderson  was  present  at  the  meeting  but 
declined  comment  when  contacted  by 
TM/  UMR,  explaining  that  he  preferred 
to  keep  the  discussion  in  a  “local  church 
context.” 

Since  they  learned  sometime  ago  that 
former  pastor  James  Reed  would  not  be 
returning  for  another  year,  members  of 
this  small  church  have  repeatedly  ex¬ 
pressed  their  desire  to  have  a  woman 
pastor. 

In  an  interview  with  TM/  UMR,  Hugh 
Stevens,  chairman  of  the  pastor-parish 
relations  committee,  said  that  church 


Holocaust  possible. 

Even  responding  to  the  Holocaust  is 
beyond  the  conventional  use  of  language. 
There  was  debate  on  whether  the  very 
word,  "holocaust,”  can  be  used  for  other 
human  disasters  such  as  Vietnam, 
Biafra,  Bangladesh,  and  the  treatment  of 
the  American  Indians.  Many  speakers 
charged  that  using  the  word  for  anything 
but  Hitler’s  extermination  of  35  per  cent 
of  all  Jews  alive  between  1933  and  1945 
“trivializes”  the  event  and  word, 
Holocaust,  with  a  capital  H. 

•  Christianity  may  be  blamed  in  whole 
or  part  for  the  Holocaust.  But  there  were 
as  many  reasons  for  this  as  there  were 
speakers  holding  the  view.  One  speaker 
blamed  the  very  concept  of  Jesus  as 
Messiah  for  creating  the  opposing  view 
that  Jews  who  did  not  follow  him  were 
damned  and  to  be  held  in  misery  for 
God’s  glory.  Another  suggested  that 
Christians  understand  too  little  of  the  tie 
between  their  hostile  beliefs  and  the  way 
people  treat  group  held  in  contempt  by 
the  Church.  Still  others  found  various 
Christian  distortions  paving  the  way  for 
the  Holocaust  but  nothing  truly  Christian 
to  blame. 

•  Jews  are  beyond  the  evangelism  by 
Christians  because  the  covenant  of  the 
Jews  with  God  is  still  active  and  valid, 
but  there  was  no  certainty  as  to  where 
this  left  the  covenant  Christians  hold. 

•  There  is  willingness  to  criticize 
Israel,  the  state,  among  persons  who  for 
their  own  reasons  cannot  criticize  the 
Jews  with  whom  they  live.  But,  as  Rabbi 
Greenberg  put  it,  Jewish  self-criticism 
would  be  much  livelier  if  Christian 
support  of  deserving  Jewish  enterprises 
and  beliefs  were  more  common. 

There  was  consensus  on  at  least  two 
points : 

•  Every  generation  must  be  drawn  into 
the  horror  of  the  Holocaust  or  it  will  be 
forgotten  until  it  is  repeated.  As  Jews 
recall  the  Exodus  and  Christians  recall 
the  Resurrection,  it  should  be  written 
into  each  group’s  worship  and  into 
mutual  worship,  especially  on  the  annual 
Yom  Ha-shoah,  the  Day  of  (Rembrance 
of)  the  Holocaust. 

•  Jews  and  Christians  can  and  must 
confront  each  other,  with  pain  and  hope 
but  never  despair,  in  trying  to  find 
meaning  and  response  to  the  Holocaust, 
because  neither  can  survive  long  if  they 
turn  away  from  those  events. 

In  any  event,  the  participants  held,  no 
Christian  or  Jew  is  feee  to  ignore  the 
Holocaust  or  the  lessons  of  faith  which 
might  arise  from  it. 


members  were  particularly  upset 
because  Bishop  Paul  Washburn  and  his 
cabinet  had  apparently  made  only  token 
efforts  to  go  outside  the  conference  to 
find  a  qualified  woman  when  efforts  to 
turn  up  one  in  Northern  Illinois  were 
reportedly  futile. 

Mr.  Stevens  noted  that  conference 
officials  had  been  quite  willing  to  recruit 
across  conference  lines  to  find  blacks  and 
Mexican-Americans. 

Also,  he  said,  during  the  recent  annual 
conference  a  resolution  was  passed 
suggesting  that  the  bishop  and  his 
cabinet  should  continue  “the  active 
recruitment  of  women”  until  at  least  50 
percent  of  the  conference  members  are 
women. 

Mr.  Stevens  explained  that  members  of 
his  church  feel  a  woman  could  serve  the 
church  better  at  this  time  than  a  man 
could,  especially  since  “we’ve  had  two 
women  seminarians  as  associates  and 
feel  we  should  be  ready  to  accept  what 
we’re  training  other  congregations  to 
accept.” 

He  added  that  he  feels  the  church  has 
been  compromised  by  not  being  dealt 
with  in  a  collegial  manner  by  the  bishop 
and  his  cabinet. 

Responding  to  what  was  termed  an 
arbitrary  decision  on  the  part  of  the 
bishop  another  pastor-parish  member 
concluded  that  “institutional  power  must 
be  grounded  in  moral  authority  or  it 
becomes  raw  power,  Raw  power  is  an 
unacceptable  form  of  church  gover¬ 
nance.” 
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Rate:  25c  per  word,  figure  or  Initial  per  In¬ 
sertion.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on 
contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  In  advance.  Minimum  charge  of  $8.25 
Service  charge  or  blind  ads  S1.00  per  Insertion. 

"COME  ALIVE"  weekend  for  singles.  Enjoy 
fun.  fellowship  and  personal  growth  at 
Daytona  Beach.  Fla..  October  4.  5.  6.  Spon¬ 
sored  by  United  Methodists.  Write  for  free 
details:  Nancy  McAmls.  Registrar.  8600  S.  W. 

JERUSALEM  WORLDWIDE  METHODIST 

Evangelism  Convocation  Included  In  our  fifth 
Israel  tour  Nov.  14-23.  Ten  days  from  New 

York,  $679.  Rev.  Anthony  Webster.  Box  45505. 
Houston.  Texas  77045,  (713)-433-3890. 

16  DAY'  SCANDINAVIAN  ADVENTURE: 
Cdmplete  package,  escorted,  flrstclass  hotels. 

Low  coot.  Dallas  to  Dallas.  Departure  date: 

HAVE  YOU  RECEIVED  your  copy  of  "A 
Methodist  Is.  .  .  ”,  the  new  book  of  100 
humorous  cartoons  about  us  church  members? 

Mrs.  Ed  Hamilton.  Pastor-Host.  415  N.  Lee  St.. 
Odessa.  Texas  79761.  Phone:  (AC  915)  337-1527 
(day).  362-5115  (evening). 

RELIGIOUS  8-TRACK  TAPES:  Send  25c 
(refundable  with  first  order)  and  self-address¬ 
ed.  stamped  envelope  for  our  catalog.  $4.95 
each  or  five  at  $4.95  and  receive  the  sixth  tape 
free.  Reply  to:  Box  4622,  Colorado  Springs. 

Colo.  80930. 

PREGNANT?  UNMARRIED?  Give  your  baby 
a  home  and  a  chance  at  life!  The  Methodist 
Mission  Home  In  San  Antonio  offers  a  com¬ 
plete.  confidential  service  on  your  problems. 
Good  living  situation,  warm  acceptance,  best 
medical  care,  expert  counseling  and  con¬ 
tinuing  high  school  education.  Call  or  write: 

A  UNIQUE  OPPORTUNITY.  A  successful 
retired  salesman  or  minister  to  represent  one 

Rev.  Harold  Burk  hard  t,  6487  Whitby  Rd..  San 
Antonio.  Texas  78240.  Phone  (512)  696-2410. 

of  America's  fastest  growing  religious  radio 
programs  In  your  area.  Exceptionally  good 
Income  potential.  If  Interested,  write, 
Methodist  Hour.  Box  77.  Orlando,  Florida 
32802. 

HOMEPARENTS  NEEDED  for  child  care. 
These  are  full  time  positions  for  married 
couples  with  no  dependents.  In  addition  to 
salary,  we  provide  meals,  laundry  service. 

HOUSE  PARENTS  NEEDED:  Couples 
needed  to  live  In  and  work  with  up  to  10  teenage 
boys  or  girls  with  adjustment  problems. 
Salary,  housing  allowance  and  benefits.  Dr.  , 

Allen  D.  McCune.  Assistant  Director.  United 
Methodist  Youthvllle.  Inc..  P.O.  Bax  210. 
Newton.  Kansas  67114. 

living  quarters  while  on  duty,  sick  leave;  also 
Insurance  and  retirement  programs  are 
available.  Applicants  must  be  non-smokers, 
non-drinkers,  high  school  graduate,  preferably 
with  college  training.  These  positions  can 
provide  very  rewarding  experiences.  Please 
contact  the  personnel  Department.  Methodjst 
Home.  1111  Herring  Ave.,  Waco.  Texas  76708. 

Out  of  print  nearly  a  century 
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the  church  today 


Parish  asks  new  efforts 
to  find  woman  minister 
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SEMINAR  ON  PASTORAL  MINISTRY: 
Pastors  from  seven  annual  conferences 
of  the  church  attended  a  Seminar  on  the 
Pastoral  Ministry,  Present  and  Future  at 
Perkins  School  of  Theology  in  Dallas, 
recently.  It  was  led  by  Rev.  James  W. 
Morgan,  and  Rev.  Dick  Murray  of  SMU. 
Shown  is  Rev.  Morgan,  pastor  of  First 
church,  Denton,  Texas  and  Rev.  Ira  M. 
Robinson  of  Welsh,  Louisiana  [RIGHT], 

Maroon  Jackets 
induct  6  women 

Six  Centenary  co-eds  have  been  in¬ 
ducted  into  membership  in  the  Maroon 
Jackets,  the  highest  honor  for  women 
students  at  the  college.  Their  names 
were  announced  at  a  college  honors 
convocation  recently. 

They  are  Millie  Feske,  Franklin, 
Louisiana;  Margaret  Fischer,  Royal 
Oak,  Michigan;  Wendy  Buchwald, 
Memphis,  Tennessee;  Anne  Welch, 
Shreveport;  Cherral  Westerman, 
Shreveport,  and  Cindy  Yeast,  Lafayette, 
Louisiana. 

Membership  in  the  Maroon  Jackets  is 
based  on  outstanding  scholarship, 
leadership,  service  to  the  college,  and 
campus  activities.  Each  girl  must  have 
at  least  a  3.0  scholastic  average.  All  of 
those  selected  this  year  will  be  seniors 
next  year. 

Miss  Feske  is  the  daughter  of  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  V.  H.  Feske  of  Franklin.  She  is  an 
elementary  education  major,  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Dean’s  List,  the  Cen¬ 
tenary  College  Choir  and  the  ZTA 
sorority. 

Miss  Fischer  is  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  W.  E.  Fischer  of  Royal  Oak, 
Michigan.  Her  major  is  psychology  and 
she  is  the  editor  of  the  Yoncopin, 
president  of  James  Dorm  Council,  and  a 
member  of  the  ZTA  sorority. 

Miss  Buchwald  is  a  theatre/  speech 
major  and  has  been  active  in  the  Mar¬ 
jorie  Lyons  Playhouse.  She  is  the 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joseph  M. 
Buchwald  of  Memphis,  Tennessee. 

Miss  Welch  is  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  L.  R.  Welch  of  137  Chelsea  Street, 
Shreveport,  and  is  majoring  in  music. 
She  is  a  member  of  the  choir,  the  opera 
workshop,  and  the  ZTA  sorority. 

Miss  Westerman  is  a  chemistry  major, 
the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  W. 
Westerman.  8621  Shelton  Street, 
Shreveport.  She  is  in  the  pre-medical 
program  at  Centenary  and  is  historian 
for  the  Phi  Beta  fraternity. 

Miss  Yeast  is  studying  abroad  at  the 
Catholic  University  at  Angers,  France. 
She  will  complete  her  year  of  study  in  the 
French  language  in  May  and  will  return 
to  Centenary  next  September.  She  is  the 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kenneth  A. 
Yeast  of  Lafayette. 


president  of  Samuel  Huston  College, 
chaplain  in  the  U.S.  Army,  and  in  the 
early  years  of  his  career,  principal  of  an 
elementary  school.  For  the  past  five 
years,  he  has  been  the  district 
superintendent  of  the  New  Orleans 
district  where  he  has  had  responsibility 
for  the  administrative  and  spiritual 
leadership  of  54  churches  and  several 
institutions. 

Since  1970  he  has  had  a  weekly  quarter- 
hour  radio  and  television  series  on 
station  WWL  in  New  Orleans. 

Dr.  Harrington  has  been  elected  to 
serve  on  many  regional  and  national 
bodies  of  the  church,  including  the 
General  Conference  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  In  March  of  this  year, 
he  was  elected  by  the  College  of  Bishops 
to  be  one  of  ten  persons  to  represent  the 
United  Methodist  church  in  the  Con¬ 
sultation  on  Church  Union  (COCU). 

The  Harringtons  will  continue  to  live  in 
New  Orleans,  from  which  place  the 
administrative  work  of  the  Louisiana 
Interchurch  Conference  will  continue  to 
be  developed. 


Dr.  Robert  F.  Harrington,  New 
Orleans  District  superintendent  has  been 
appointed  to  the  post  of  executive 
director  of  the  Louisiana  Interchurch 
Conference  (LIC)  by  Bishop  Crutchfield, 
effective  Aug.  1.  The  search  committee 
of  the  LIC  unanimously  voted  to  elect  Dr. 

Harrington  to  that  post  recently.  He  will 
succeed  the  Reverend  Lewis  Wilkins,  a 
Presbyterian  clergyman,  who  has  been 
the  chief  executive  of  the  LIC  for  some 
time. 

The  Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference 
is  one  of  the  oldest  ecumenical  agencies 
in  the  entire  South,  and  embraces  a 
number  of  Protestant  denominations  and 
the  Roman  Catholic  church. 

Dr.  Harrington  received  the  AB  degree 
from  Claflin  College,  the  M.  Div.  degree 
from  Gammon  Theological  Seminary 
and  the  S.T.M.  from  Boston  University. 

He  has  also  been  awarded  two  honorary 
degrees:  Doctor  of  Divinity  from 
Gammon  Theological  Seminary  and 
Doctor  of  Literature  from  Claflin 
College. 

He  has  served  as  the  pastor  of  several 
United  Methodist  churches,  has  been 

Mrs.  McCallum  to  be 
Wofnan’s  Day  speaker 

Mrs.  W.  H.  McCallum,  prominent 
church  woman  and  world  traveler,  will 
deliver  the  annual  Woman’s  Day 
Celebration  message  at  First  Street 
church,  New  Orleans,  June  30  at  the 
Sunday  morning  service. 

Mrs.  McCallum  is  a  former  vice- 
president  of  the  Woman’s  Division  of  the 
former  Board  of  Missions  of  the  church, 
in  charge  of  the  department  of  work  in 
foreign  fields.  In  this  position,  she  has 
visited  Japan,  Hong  Kong,  the  Philip¬ 
pines,  Australia,  New  Zealand,  Fiji 
Islands,  American  Samoa  and  Hawaii, 
observing  the  work  of  the  United 
Methodist  church  overseas.  She  resides 
in  Chicago. 

She  also  serves  on  overseas  teams  for 
Church  Women  United,  and  across  this 
country  as  a  speaker  for  church  and 

school  groups  on  Emission  work"”' 

Mrs.  McCallum  received  her  B.A.  in 
education  from  Kentucky  State  College, 
a  B.S.  in  education,  from  Northwestern 
University  in  Evanston,  Illinois  and  a 
M.A.  in  education  from  Roosevelt 
University,  Chicago. 

A  widow  of  a  Methodist  minister,  she 
has  taught  in  the  public  school  system  in 
Ohio  and  Illinois.  She  is  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Education  of  the  Northern 
Illinois  Conference  and  a  member  of  the 
Council  on  Finance  and  Administration 
of  the  general  church.  She  will  be  listed  in 
“Who’s  Who  in  American  Women  in 


McCallum 

Education  and  Church”  in  the  1975 
edition. 

This  year,  Mayor  Daley  of  Chicago 
praised  her  as  one  of  the  50  outstanding 
men  and  women  from  Chicago  who  have 
been  selected  for  membership  in  the  Hall 
of  Fame  of  the  City  of  Chicago  for  1974. 

First  Street  church  extends  an  in¬ 
vitation  to  all  fellow  church  members 
and  friends  to  come  and  hear  Mrs. 
McCallum. 


Thelma  Brett  appointed 
public  relations  aide 


Rev.  Ralph  Cain,  Louisiana  Area 
Provost,  announces  the  appointment  of 
Mrs.  Thelma  Brett  of  Slidell,  to  his  staff, 
handling  secretarial  and  public  relations 
responsibilities. 

Mrs.  Brett  comes  to  her  job  from 
Denver,  Colorado,  where  she  has  been 
serving  as  Information  Director  for  the 
Rocky  Mountain  Conference.  This  past 
November,  she  moved  to  the  New 
Orleans  area,  when  her  husband  was 
transferred  to  the  Michoud  Assembly 
Facility  with  Martin  Marietta  Cor¬ 
poration. 

A  life-long  Methodist,  Mrs.  Brett  is  a 
native  of  South  Carolina,  and  holds  a  B.A. 
degree  from  Methodist-affiliated 
Columbia  College,  Columbia,  S.C.,  from 
which  she  was  graduated  Summa  Cum 
Laude.  She  has  also  done  graduate  work 
at  Denver  University. 

Prior  to  moving  to  Denver  in  1961,  she 
was  Director  of  Public  Relations,  Board 
of  Hospitals  and  Homes  of  the  Methodist 
church  in  Chicago,  for  ten  years.  (This 
agency  is  now  the  Division  of  Health  and 
Welfare  Ministries). 

Mrs.  Brett  has  held  editorial,  ad¬ 
vertising  and  secretarial  positions  in 
Columbia,  S.C.,  Washington,  D.C.  and 
New  York.  She  has  been  active  in 
hospital  volunteer  work,  and  served  as  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  the  Colorado 
Hospital  Auxiliary  Association.  For  eight 
years  she  was  a  member  of  the  Board  ot 
Trustees.  Frasier  Meadows  Manor, 


Brett 

Methodist  Retirement  home,  Boulder, 
Colo.  She  has  been  a  Sunday  school 
teacher  and  has  edited  church 
newspapers,  and  has  been  active  in 
Parent  organizations  of  her  local  school 
system.  She  has  been  listed  in  “Who’s 
Who  of  American  Women”  and  in  “Who’s 
Who  in  Public  Relations.” 

Mrs.  Brett,  along  with  her  husband 
Vernon,  is  a  member  of  Slidell  United 
Methodist  Church.  Their  ten-year  old 
daughter,  Mary,  is  a  preparatory 
member  there. 


Farmerville  church  and  Bird’s  Chapel  church  in  April.  Shown,  left  to  right  are  Revs. 
Lonnie  Sibley.  Bob  Carter,  Beverly  Bond.  Otis  Spinks.  W.  O.  Lynch.  Jr..  Terral 
Lowe.  Lynn  Merrill,  Claude  Crotwell,  George  Harkins,  Leo  Beck,  Bill  Rowell.  Leon 
Scott,  pastor,  and  Ray  Spiller.  Not  shown  is  Rov  Akin. 


NOTE  BURNING:  Rev.  Raymond 
Crofoot  [  LEFT]  assists  Rev.  John  Sayes. 
pastor  of  Iowa  First  church  to  burn  the 
note  of  the  fellowship  hall  of  the  church. 
A  service  of  dedication  of  the  fellowship 
hall  was  held  immediately  preceding  the 
ceremony,  which  was  brought  by  Bishop 
Crutchfield,  assisted  by  Dr.  J.  Woodrow 
Hearn,  Lake  Charles  district  superin¬ 
tendent. 


W.  Ralph  Cain 


Ralph  Cain 
is  Area  Provost 

Reverend  W.  Ralph  Cain,  Ruston 
District  superintendent  was  asked  by 
Bishop  Crutchfield  to  become  the  Area 
Provost  and  to  assume  the  duties  of  this 
office  this  June.  The  Reverend  and  Mrs. 
Cain  have  moved  to  New  Orleans  and 
now  reside  at  7121  Salem  Drive,  New 
Orleans,  Louisiana,  70127. 

Their  home  telephone  number  is  504- 
241-2089. 

Mr.  Cain’s  office  address  is  1114 
American  Bank  Building,  New  Orleans, 
Louisiana  70130.  His  office  telephone 
number  is  504-523-6995. 

The  duties  of  the  Area  Provost  office 
have  been  previously  listed  in  the 
Structure  Study  Report  of  the  Annual 
Conference,  as  acted  upon  in  the  Special 
Session  March  2.  One  of  these  duties  is 
the  responsibility  for  the  LOUISIANA 
METHODIST  newspaper,  and  effective 
immediately,  all  subscription  requests 
and  news  stories  and  photos  should  be 
sent  to  the  Area  Provost  office:  1114 
American  Bank  Building,  200  Carondelet 
Street,  New  Orleans,  Louisiana  70130. 

Crutchfields  to 
visit  Brazil 

Bishop  and  Mrs.  Finis  A.  Crutchfield 
are  scheduled  to  leave  July  1  for  Rio  de 
Janeiro,  Brazil  where  they  will  officially 
represent  the  United  Methodist  Church 
at  the  General  Conference  of  the 
autonomous  Methodist  Church  of  Brazil 
and  other  South  American '  Methodist 
bodies. 

At  its  Los  Angeles  meeting  during 
April,  the  Council  of  Bishops  requested 
Bishop  Crutchfield  to  go  to  Brazil  for  the 
purpose  of  sharing  in  planning,  and  to 
strengthen  liaison  ties  between  the 
United  Methodist  Church  and  the 
Brazilian  Church. 

The  Crutchfields  will  return  to 
Louisiana  July  15.  During  his  stay  in  Rio, 
Bishop  Crutchfield  will  address  the 
Brazilian  Conference. 


Bishop’s  Message 

Several  days  ago  there  appeared  on  the  front  page  of  the  New  Orleans  Times- 
Picayune  a  photo  and  a  story  concerning  the  kidnapping  of  a  prominent  Tulsa 
oilman  who  was  being  held  for  $700,000.00  ransom.  The  kidnapped  executive 
was  Mr.  Walt  Helmerich  III,  very  prominent  industrialist  and  business  leader 
of  the  Southwest,  and  an  active  member  and  past  chairman  of  the  board  at 
Boston  Avenue  church.  (Presently  he  is  chairman  of  the  executive  committee 
at  that  church.) 

During  the  entire  day  of  his  harrowing  experience,  the  FBI  were  searching 
for  him,  his  wife  was  being  forced  to  give  the  money  in  sacks  to  the  kidnappers 
on  a  lonely  road,  the  anxiety  everywhere  was  enormous.  Fortunately,  the 
kidnapping  was  solved,  the  alleged  kidnapper  placed  in  jail  on  a  one  million 
dollar  bond,  and  the  episode  is  being  brought  to  a  just  conclusion. 

Knowing  of  our  close  friendship  with  the  Helmerich  family,  many  called  us 
during  that  period  and  we  were  much  in  prayer.  However,  the  thing  emerging 
from  that  ordeal  that  stands  out  above  all  considerations  is  the  Christian 
testimony  and  witness  made  by  Mr.  Helmerich  himself.  On  being  interviewed 
by  the  news  media  after  his  release,  he  stated,  “While  bound  and  taped,  I  ju^t 
put  myself  in  the  hands  of  the  Lord  and  trusted  Him.”  Other  comments  of 
similar  vein  elaborated  the  original  beautiful  statement. 

Just  think  of  it !  Here  is  a  man  who  could  have  panicked,  or  been  broken  by  his 
experience;  or  he  could  have  railed  in  bitterness  and  pent-up  anger.  Or  he  could 
have  come  from  the  experience  with  badly  twisted  feelings  and  thoughts. 
Instead,  he  “put  his  trust  in  the  Lord.”  That  saw  him  through,  and  has  made  my 
friend  one  who  is  “more  than  conqueror.”  Walt  Helmerich  showed  us  all  how 
we  must  go  through  life’s  unjust  ordeals.  It’s  the  Bible  way.  “They  that  wait 
upon  the  Lord  will  mount  up.  .  .”  “Trust  in  the  Lord  and  do  right,  and  He  shall 
bless.  .  .” 

Have  you  ever  been  to  that  point  in  your  life  when  it  was  a  matter  of  choosing 
to  trust  or  cave  in?  We  have  to  make  a  choice:  either  we  will  live  by  our  faith  or 
by  our  fears.  We  will  trust  or  we  will  be  less  than  that  which  God  intended. 

The  Lord  hasn’t  promised  us  that  we  will  be  exempt  from  danger,  injustice, 
disease,  or  death,  but  He  has  promised  us  a  way  through  these,  and  He  has 
promised  us  a  victory.  Thank  you,  Mr.  Helmerich,  for  showing  us  all  the  way 

thr0Ugh'  Faithfully, 


raiuuuuy,  — 

Finis  A.  Crutchfield  J  J 


NEW  AURORA  CHURCH- BUILDING  PROGRAM:  Ground  breaking  ceremonies 
were  held  June  2  for  a  new  building  program  at  the  Aurora  church  in  New  Orleans. 
Shown  LEFT  TO  RIGHT  are:  Dr.  Robert  F.  Harrington,  district  superintendent; 
Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield,  Joe  Kelly,  chairman,  building  committee  and  Dr. 
Henry  A.  Rickey,  pastor. 


Rev.  Roy  E.  Mouser,  pastor 
First  church,  New  Iberia,  has  been 
elected  to  the  General  Board  of 
Pensions  of  Evanston,  Ill.  The 
announcement  was  made  by  Dr. 
Claire  E.  Hoyt,  general  secretary. 
Mr.  Mouser,  who  is  chairman  of 
the  Louisiana  Board  of  Pensions 
fills  a  vacancy  made  by  the 
retirement  of  Dr.  Herbert  Minga. 


$493,000  BUILDING  PROGRAM:  Dr.  Henry  A.  Rickey,  pastor.  Aurora  church  in 
New  Orleans,  recently  announced  that  a  contract  for  $493,000  has  been  signed  for  the 
construction  of  a  new  sanctuary,  a  new  youth  building  and  additions  and  renovations 
to  the  present  plant.  Shown  above  are  LEFT  TO  RIGHT:  Joe  Thomas,  John 
Owensby  and  Joe  Kelly  of  the  building  committee;  Fred  Pitts,  Dryades  Savings  and 
Loan,  who  are  financing  the  construction;  James  J.  Oubre,  architect;  and  Olen 
Freese  of  the  building  Committee. 

Retired  Ministers  Homes  1973  Memorials 


Listed  below  are  the  memorials  and 
honorariums  given  to  the  Retired  Minis¬ 
ters  Homes,  Board  during  the  year  1973: 

1973  MEMORIALS  &  HONORARIUMS 
Retired  Ministers  Homes,  Board 


To: 


50.00 


25.00 


10.00 


50.00 


From: 

Odette  Mickal 

Mike  &  Ernest  Mickal 
Lydia  Mickal 

Mike  &  Ernest  Mickal 
First  UM  Church 

Rev.  E.  W.  Corley 
Mrs.  Grace  S.  Ferguson 
Rev.  Howard  Staples 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Ward  T.  Jones 
Mrs.  James  Cookston  25.00 
Erkle  Henry  (Dr.  &  Mrs.) 

Rev.  George  Da meron  25.00 
Mrs.  W.  H.  Townsend 

Mrs.  Hattie  W.  Salassi  10.00 
Miss  Gladys  Young 
Mrs.  Ella  Peairs  Young  25.00 
Mrs.  H.  G.  Hardee,  Sr. 

H.  G.  Hardee.  Sr.  25.00 
Mrs.  Lois  H.  Gibbs 

Edwin  L.  Gibbs,  Sr. 

Mrs.  W.  B.  Inabnet 

JackC.  Inabnet 
J.  P.  McKee,  Jr. 

J.P.  McKee,  Sr. 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  L.  H.  Cook 

Mrs.  Joy  Livingston  10.00 
Mrs.  D.  R.  Sirman 

Velma  Rayburn  25.00 
Grady  Kelly 

Rev.  R.  H.  Staples  25.00 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  John  C.  Mosley 
Mr.  Eugene  L.  Farrar  10.00 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  W.  R.  Chadick 

Clyde  E.Fant  25.00 
Mr.  C.  V.  McGimsey 

Gladys  McGimsey  25.00 
Mrs.  Charles  E.  Elkins 

Rev.  Thurman  Spinks  50.00 
Billie  Lipscomb 

Mrs.  W.  B.  Lipscomb  10.00 


Amount 

MEMO  HONO 


10.00 


20.00 


25.00 


UMW  Sicily  Island 

UMW  of  Sicily  Island 
Mrs.  A.  Gene  McDowell 

Robert  Phelps  10.00 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  W.  F.  Castiile 

Robert  Phelps  5.00 
Miss  Johnnie  Lones 

Robert  Phelps  10. 00 
Dr.  Collins  P.  Lipscomb 

Robert  M.  Howes  25.00 
Miss  Hermine  Tate 

Lafayette  Dist.  WSB 
Mrs.  A.  L.  Brinkhaus 
Mr.  A.  L.  Brinkhaus,  M.D.  25.00 
Mrs.  E.  L.  Saucier 

Rev.  R.  A.  Teeter  25.00 
Delia  Gaunt 

Rev.  G.  W.  Pomeroy 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  J.  S.  Drew 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  T.  O.  Brown  25.00 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  F.  Harold  Riggs 
Frances  Langford 
Mrs.  Irma  Gay  L.  Taylor  25.00 
Miss  Elma  Carter 

Elizabeth  Kessinger 
Ruth  &  Thurman  Wilbanks300.00 
W.  D. Cotton  &  Puddin 

Dr.  A.  B.  Cochran  25.00 
Mrs.  W.  F.  Martin 

Mrs.  A.  G.  White 
Mrs.  Myrtle  McManus  50.00 
Thomas  L.  McGinnis 

Re’  ck  B.  Shaw 
Mrs.  Cora  B.  Deason 

Mr.  J.  M.  Deason  10.00 
Miss  Irene  Moncrief 
Miss  JasamineElsworthy  10.00 
Rev.  &  Mrs.  James  B.  Grambling 
Mr.  J.  C.  Lestage  10.00 
Rev.  &  Mrs.  James  B.  Grambling 
Mrs.  J.  C.  Lestage 
Rev.  &  Mrs.  James  B.  Grambling 
Jackie  &  Mary  Helen  Lestage 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Malcolm  L.  Mason 
Rev.  &  Mrs.  Ira  Flowers 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Wallace  V.  Yoder 
Robert  Phelps  10.00 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Louis  Hansen 

Robert  Phelps  5.00 


Seward  Implement  Company 
Robert  Phelps  25.00 
Georgia  Butler  SS  Class,  Bunkie 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  J.  Y.  Sexton  10.00 

Mrs.  Gussie  Green 
Rev.  &  Mrs.  J.  R.  Strozier  25.00 
Dr.  &  Mrs.  D.  L.  McGuire 

Mrs.  Exa  Kiker  5.00 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Timothy  Blakeman,  Sr. 

Jesse  A.  Blakeman,  Sr.  25.00 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Timothy  Blakeman,  Sr. 

Bernie  A.  Murphree,  Sr.  25.00 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  R.  G.  Taylor 

Rev.  Robert  Ed  Taylor  25.00 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  F.  A.  Earle 

Martiel  Michaud  25.00 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  M.  W.  Greer 

Wilson  L.  Watson  10.00 
Mrs.  Frances  N.  Sudduth 
Rv.-Mrs.  H.  Norseworthy  10.00 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Hugh  B.  McKinney 
E.  W.  McKinney  25.00 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Richard  Berry 
Robert  L.  Phelps 
William  Thomason 

Robert  L.  Phelps 
Ralph  Ursin-Smith 

Robert  L.  Phelps  71.00 
Cross  Roads  UM  Church 

Estelle  E.  Rowe  25.00 
Kathleen  Waggoner 
Rev.  Charles  H.  Geissen  25.00 
XYZ  Club  Mem.  UM  Church,  Monroe 
Mrs.  Naomi  Shamblin  25.00 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  C.  W.  Hightower 
Rev.  &  Mrs.  Lee  Sparks  25.00 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  C.  C.  Roberts 

Rev.  A.  S.  J.  Neil  25.00 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  C.  C.  Roberts 

M.  &  M.  W.  M.  Hunt  25.00 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  C.  C.  Roberts 
Rev.  &  Mrs.  J.  O.  Bennett  25.00 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  C.  C.  Roberts 

Mr.  A.  S.  J.  Neill  25.00 

First  Ch.  Alex.  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Ben  Flynn 
Mrs.  Alma  Cappel  and 

Mrs.  Guy  Hicks  15.00 

$1,486.00  $175.00 
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Conference  renewal  via  worship 


For  the  past  several  weeks,  TM 
has  been'  providing  brief  rej 
significant  actions  taken  by  "tmlted 
Methodism’s  annual  conferences. 

Hardly  mentioned  in  the  news  reports, 
but  readily  observable  in  many  of  the 
annual  conferences  attended  by 
TM/  UMR  staff  members,  was  a  re- 
emergence  of  worship  as  a  central  focus 
during  many  annual  conference  sessions. 

In  contrast  with  some  other  years, 
when  a  conference’s  business  sessions 
often  produced  high  drama,  there  were 
few  earth-shattering  actions  taken  this 
year.  Compared  to  other  years,  few 
issue-oriented  resolutions  were  passed. 
Where  sharp  divisions  of  opinion 
emerged,  they  usually  focused  on  in- 
house  issues  such  as  pensions,  budgets 
and  structures  rather  than  cfcurch-in-the- 
world  issues.  In  more  than  one  con¬ 
ference,  the  business  sessions  were  cut 
and  dried,  or  just  plain  dull. 

But  the  worship  services  were 
something  else.  In  most  of  the  con¬ 
ferences  attended  by  TM/  UMR  staff 
members,  services  of  worship  created 
the  most  excitement  and  were  the  best 
attended  events  of  the  conference.  The 
preaching  —  both  in  “State  of  the 
Church”  messages  by  a  number  of 
resident  bishops  and  by  guest  preachers 
—  was  almost  uniformly  of  high  quality. 
Informal  comments  and  discussions 
which  followed  many  of  the  sermons 
gave  lie  to  the  rumor  that  preaching  is  no 


longer  a  viable  means  of  communicating  years. 


he  gospel  or  motivating  the  faithful. 
Especially  in  the  sizeable  number  of 
conferences  which  had  black  preachers 
this  year,  something  of  an  old-fashioned 
revival  atmosphere  —  with  spontaneous 
praise  and  thanksgiving  to  God  overtly 
and  frequently  expressed  —  prevailed  by 
conference’s  end. 

Some  have  already  branded  the 
relative  inactivity  of  this  year’s  annual 
conferences  as  a  sign  of  retreat  from  any 
significant  prophetic  witness  by  the 
church  in  the  world.  We  disagree  with 
this  assessment.  The  tendency  of  con¬ 
ferences  to  shy  away  from  the  great 
debates  this  year  and  to  nourish  and 
regroup  their  spiritual  resources  in 
corporate  worship  strikes  us  as  poten¬ 
tially  a  very  healthy  sign. 

Too  often  we  have  equated  “action” 
and  “witness”  by  the  church  with 
“resolutions  passed”  and  “decisions 
made"  in  conference  sessions.  This  is 
increasingly  giving  way  to  a  conviction 
that  the  most  significant  actions  are 
often  those  taken  for  Christ’s  sake  by 
local  congregations  in  local  com¬ 
munities.  If  the  ministerial  and  lay 
delegates  who  were  nourished  by  great 
preaching  at  this  year’s  annual  con¬ 
ferences  apply  only  a  fraction  of  what 
they  heard  in  their  local  situations  during 
the  coming  year.  United  Methodism  may 
begin  experiencing  revival  and  renewal 
on  a  scale  seldom  imagined  in  recent 


Stereotypes  and  the  Word 


All  of  us  tend  to  stereotype  people  and 
groups.  The  United  Methodist  Board  of 
Church  and  Society’s  staff  is  a  more 
frequent  target  of  stereotyping  than  most 
—  the  prevailing  view  being  that  C  &  S 
staff  members  are  totally  preoccupied 
with  “secular”  concerns  and  totally 
disinterested  in  “spiritual”  concerns. 

Persons  hearing  Dr.  Earnest  A.  Smith, 
Associate  General  Secretary  of  the 
Board’s  Human  Relations  Division, 
preach  last  week  at  the  Southern 
California- Arizona  annual  conference 
could  not  help  but  have  that  stereotype 
broken  or  modified. 

Dr.  Smith’s  message  was,  at  times, 
bluntly  stated  but  it  was  unquestionably 
spiritual  in  content.  Among  his  ad¬ 
monitions  to  the  faithful  were: 

‘Too  many  of  us  would  rather  fight  the 
darkness  than  to  be  the  light.  We  don’t 
need  to  worry  about  fighting  the 
darkness  of  the  world  if  we  are  really 
being  the  light  of  God’s  revelation 
through  Jesus  Christ  in  the  world.” 

“What  we  need  in  the  church  today  are 
more  ‘before’  and  ‘after’  examples  — 
that  is,  examples  of  people  ‘before’  and 
‘after’  receiving  the  revelation  of  God 
through  Christ  in  their  lives.  If  you 
taught  school  and  couldn’t  show  anyone 
who  could  read  or  write,  you’d  be  in 
trouble.  What  are  the  results  of  your 
efforts  as  a  Christian?  Where  are  your 
saints?  When  are  we  going  to  produce 
just  one?  In  too  many  cases,  we 

Early  appointment 
release:  good  for  all 

Another  healthy  trend  among  United 
Methodist  annual  conferences  in  1974  was 
the  decision  by  a  number  of  bishops  to 
announce  pastoral  appointments  prior  to 
or  at  the  beginning  of  conference. 

It  has  always  seemed  unfair  and 
largely  unnecessary  to  us  that  some 
ministers  should  have  to  leave  for  con¬ 
ference  not  knowing  where  they  would  be 
appointed  for  the  coming  year.  It  has 
seemed  just  as  unfair  and  unnecessary 
that  bishops  and  district  superintendents 
should  have  to  divide  their  time  at 
conference  between  attending  business 
sessions  and  meeting  privately  to  finalize 
the  appointments. 

Under  the  system  of  announcing  ap¬ 
pointments  before  or  at  the  beginning  of 
1  conference,  the  pastors  feel  less  anxiety 
and  suspense  —  as  do  members  of  the 
local  congregation.  Bishops  and  district 
superintendents  are  able  to  give  their  full 
attention  to  the  business  of  the  con¬ 
ference.  And  there’s  precious  little  left 
for  small  groups  of  ministers  to  meet  in 
the  halls  and  speculate  about. 

For  the  sake  of  everyone,  we  hope  that 
the  early  announcement  of  pastoral 
appointments  may  soon  become  a 
standard  procedure  in  all  annual  con¬ 
ferences. 

A  right  step  toward 
Middle  East  peace 

Whatever  one’s  view  of  the  Nixon 
Administration’s  policies  and  problems 
on  the  home  front,  the  efforts  of  Dr. 
Kissinger  and  Mr.  Nixon  to  lessen 
hostilities  and  work  toward  a  permanent 
peace  in  the  Middle  East  must  be 
applauded. 

That  area  of  the  world,  commonly 
referred  to  by  Christians  as  “the  Holy 
Land,”  has  probably  experienced  more 
unholy  tension  and  terror  than  any  other 
spot  on  the  globe. 

Those  who  have  studied  the  Middle 
East  situation  in  some  depth  recognize 
that  legitimate  cases  can  be  made  for 
both  the  Arab  and  Israeli  claims  in 
Palestine.  Given  the  depth  of  emotion 
with  which  each  side  presses  its  claims 
and  the  degree  of  hostility  which  each 
side  feels  toward  the  other,  a  peaceful 
solution  in  the  Middle  East  has  often 
seemed  impossible. 

The  present  uneasy  truce  .and  limited 
discussions  between  Israelis  and  Arabs 
do  not  represent  a  permanent  peace. 
They  do  represent  a  step  in  the  right 
direction.  Christians  should  lend  their 
prayers  and  support  to  out  government’s 
efforts  to  lessen  the  present  level  of 
hostilities  and  to  develop  a  just  and 
lasting  peace  between  the  Arabs  and  the 
Jews. 


Christians  don’t  seem  to  look  or  act  any 
different  from  persons  who  are  not 
Christians .  If  there  is  not  a  revelation 
which,  when  we  respond,  makes  us 
different  from  the  way  we  were  before, 
then  we  ought  to  shut  up.” 

“You  can’t  do  God’s  will  unless  you  do 
it  God’s  way.  We  do  some  terribly  foolish 
voting  in  the  United  Methodist  Church  on 
moral  questions.  But  we  don’t  really 
have  a  vote.  God  gave  us  His  way  —  the 
right  way  a  long  time  ago.  It  doesn’t 
change  no  matter  how  many  of  us  get 
together  and  cast  our  votes  for  the  wrong 
thing.”  :jB(, 

Lptn*t*s‘i N>  the  Editor 


A  layman-minister  exchange  on  the 
seeming  absence  of  God  in  our  world 


Dear  Pastor: 

I  hesitate  to  write  to  you  because  it  sounds  so 
strange  for  me,  a  church  member  for  thirty  years,  to 
say  that  I  have  a  spiritual  problem.  Putting  it  right  on 
the  line  —  my  problem  is  God.  It’s  not  that  I  question 
the  existence  of  God  but  rather,  I  wonder  about  his 
presence  in  the  world.  If  he  cares,  why  doesn’t  he 
intervene  to  prove  it?  If  God  is  our  contemporary,  as 
some  claim,  why  don’t  I  recognize  Him? 

Many  years  ago  God  seemed  real  to  me,  but  now  I 
feel  like  crying  out  with  Job,  “Oh,  that  I  knew  where  I 
might  find  Him.”  Most  of  the  time  He  seems  like  an 
ever-absent  help  in  time  of  trouble.  I  await  some 
clear  and  convincing  sign  from  God  to  validate  His 
presence  in  a  violent,  starving,  brutal,  dying  world. 

I  have  heard  you  say  from  the  pulpit  that  God  is 
alive  and  active  in  this  world  to  achieve  justice.  I 
have  heard  you  proclaim  that  God  is  love  and  that  His 
will  is  ever  directed  toward  our  good.  But  I  find  it 
difficult  to  believe.  As  odd  as  this  sounds  and  as 
heretical  as  it  appears,  sometimes  I  wish  you  would 
preach  more  about  God’s  absence  and  then  I  could 
really  identify  with  you. 

Believe  me  pastor,  I  am  not  trying  to  be  funny  nor 
play  loosely  with  words.  I  am  dead  serious.  I  want  to 
believe  that  God  is  active  in  the  world  today  ;  to  ex¬ 
perience  His  presence  ;  to  feel  the  joy  I  once  had  and 
be  able  to  shout  fron^he  roof  top  that  God  is  “an  ever 
present  help  in  time  of  trouble,”  but  I  can’t. 

You  should  know  that  my  present  spiritual  con¬ 
dition  has  not  just  happened  in  the  last  few  weeks.  It 
has  been  coming  on  for  several  years  even  though  I 
have  been  regular  in  church  attendance  and  involved 
in  church  activities.  Increasingly  I  have  felt  divine 
detachment.  I  have  wanted  to  talk  to  you  about  this 
for  a  long  time  but  never  mustered  up  enough 
courage. 

Please  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  respond.  Just  to 
put  my  thoughts  and  feelings  down  on  paper  is 
helpful. 

Sincerely  yours. 

Kenneth  Kandid 


God’s  seeming  absence  is  die 
surest  sign  of  His  presence 
Dear  Christian  Friend: 

Thank  you  for  your  frank  and  sincere  letter.  I  really 
appreciate  your  willingness  to  share  with  me  what  is 
bothering  you.  I  am  convinced  that  most  Christians 
are  afraid  to  express  such  thoughts  in  fear  that  they 
will  be  judged  unchristian  or  odd.  Please  dismiss  this 
from  your  mind.  History  is  filled  with  accounts  of 
persons  like  yourself  who  have  gone  through  the 
"dark  night  of  the  soul”  experience.  They  have 
known  the  absence  of  God. 

Some  of  the  great  religious  leaders  agonized  over 
God’s  apparent  separation.  The  prophet  Isaiah  cried, 
“Truly,  thou  art  a  God  who  hidest  thyself.”  The 
Hebrew  Psalmist  and  later  Jesus  wailed,  “My  God, 
my  God,  why  have  you  forsaken  me?” 

A  respected  poet,  W.  J.  Auden,  speaks  to  us:  “Our 
dominant  experience  today  is  of  God’s  absence,  of  His 
distance  .  .  .  For  our  time,  the  distance  of  God  may 
be  something  He  wishes  us  to  learn.”  If  He  does,  it  is 
a  hard  lesson,  indeed. 

Please  allow  me  to  make  some  suggestions  for  your 
reflection.  Consider  that  your  problem  may  not 
simply  be  what  I  call  “a  God  problem.”  It  is 
common  for  persons  to  go  through  disturbing 
separations  from  others.  It  is  conceivable  that  a 
person  is  so  hurt  by  a  wrenched  relationship  with  a 
friend  or  loved  one  that  God  seems  removed,  un¬ 
caring,  or  in  some  way  eclipsed.  I  have  seen  resulting 
bitterness  turn  into  hatred  toward  God  for  His 
allowing  the  ruptured  relationship  to  occur.  That 
hatred  could  then  separate  one  from  God.  Unex¬ 
pressed,  hatred  may  forever  seal  oneself  off  from 
God.  I  am  not  concluding  that  this  is  true  of  you  but 
suggest  that  it  is  true  for  some  people. 

Maybe  your  spiritual  problem  may  stem  from  the 
fact  that  you  do  not  recognize  God  as  being  present. 
What  I  mean  is  found  in  Jacob’s  reaction  at  Bethel, 
“Surely  the  Lord  is  in  this  pldce;  and  I  did  not  know 
it.”  God  may  be  in  the  strangest  places  and  we  do  not 
recognize  Him. 

If  we  accept  the  historical  affirmation  of  our  faith 
that  “God  was  in  Christ  reconciling  the  world  unto 
Himself,”  then  believe  that  God  is  yet  present,  often 
when  and  where  we  least  expect  Him.  Frequently  our 
eyes  of  faith  are  dim  and  we  do  not  see  God  in  history 


—  in  the  hospital  room  healing  the  sick,  or  at 
Watergate  judging  a  nation  and  calling  it  to  repent,  or 
in  the  energy  crisis  giving  us  a  final  chance  to  become 
responsible  stewards  of  His  resources.  Because  we  do 
not  perceive  Him  as  present  does  not  mean  He  is 
absent. 

Something  else  occurs  to  me,  Ken.  We  need  to  look 
more  closely  and  see  the  reality  of  God  in  the  faces  of 
people.  For  are  we  not  the  temple  of  God  who  dwells 
with?  Gustavo  Gutierrez,  a  Latin  American 
theologian,  sums  it  up  for  me  when  he  writes  in  his 
“Theology  of  Liberation”:  “Our  encounter  with  the 
Lord  occurs  in  our  encounter  with  men,  especially  in 
the  encounter  with  those  whose  human  features  have 
been  disfigured  by  oppression,  despoliation,  and 
alienation  and  who  have  “no  beauty,  no  majesty”  but 
are  the  things  “from  which  men  turn  away  their 
eyes”  (Isaiah  53:2-3). 

Let  me  ask  you  in  conclusion,  could  you  experience 
the  absence  of  God  unless  you  had  known  His 
presence?  Of  course  not.  You  could  not  miss  a  person 
you  never  knew  any  more  than  you  could  miss  the 
God  you  never  experienced.  Your  hope  rests  exactly 
here:  that  the  joy  and  awareness  of  once  knowing  and 
experiencing  God  can  be  yours  again,  and  if  not,  trust 
that  He  is  present  to  others  —  creating,  judging, 
redeeming. 

My  friend,  do  not  despair.  Possibly  Auden’s 
reference  to  the  distance  of  God  as  something  He 
wishes  us  to  learn  could  be  illustrated  by  the  life  of 
the  eaglet.  I  can  imagine  that  the  loneliest  moment  in 
the  young  eagle’s  life  is  when  his  mother  pushes  him 
out  of  the  nest.  Seemingly  abandoned  and  feeling  the 
awful  absence  of  his  mother  who  has  protected  and 
nurtured  him  up  to  this  point,  the  bird  experiences 
terrible  absence  —  an  absence  necessary  for  him  to 
experience  if  he  is  to  fulfill  his  destiny  in  the  sky. 

Let  us  seek  to  understand  that  God  is  not  forsaking 
us  in  the  awful  moments  when  his  absence  seems  so 
intense!  He  is  giving  us  the  opportunity  to  develop  the 
legs  and  feet  of  our  spirits  as  He  pushes  us  out  into  the 
world  so  we  may  fulfill  our  destinies.  Remember: 
even  when  He  seems  the  farthest  from  us  there  is  the 
voice  of  the  ever-present  Christ  saying,  “Lo,  I  am 
with  you  always.” 

Very  sincerely  yours, 

Your  Pastor 

— Reprinted  from  the  Michigan  Christian  Advocate 


Readers’  concerns  shared  ‘potpourri  style’ 


Please,. protect  us  from 
that  kind  of  junk 
To  the  Editor: 

If  the  “Here  I  Stand”  word  of  Clayton 
D.  Harriger  (TM/  UMR,  June  14)  is 
truly  the  kind  of  word  which  is  ap¬ 
propriate  to  speak  to  United  Methodists, 
then  the  church  is  sicker  than  I  ever 
thought! 

Please  protect  your  readers  from 
having  to  wade  through  junlfc  to  find,  your 
otherwise  excellent  journalistic  service. 
A  restaurant  does  not  have  to  serve 
garbage  to  be  considered  “fair”  to  all 
tastes!  r 

W.  Jene  Miller 
Oklahoma  City,  Oklahoma 

An  ironic  reflection 

To  the  Editor: 

There  was  a  very  interesting  quotation 
in  last  week’s  issue  (June  14).  The 
contributor  to  "Here  I  Stand”  quoted 
from  somewhere  the  following:  “What 
claims  to  be  the  inspired  Word  of  God 
really  is  not,  and  thereby  is  not  to  be 
consid&e$$m&uthority,  and  further,  is 
subject1  tb'  mosrt  any  interpretation  we 
wish  to  giWIW" 

What  struck  me  most  of  all  is  the 
surprising  hianher  in  which  facts  can 
become  so  meaningless  when  they  are 
manipulated  through  our  normal  pattern 
of  relative,  conceptual  thinking.  This 
good  pastor’s  sincere  effort  to  arouse  our 
conscience  is  a  very  good  example. 

What  he  was  trying  to  convey  was,  of 
course,  the  idea  that  a  few  of  our  own 
liberal  leaders  are  trying  to  force  such  a 
degenerate  attitude  down  our  own  parch¬ 
ed  throats. 

But  what  leaped  out  at  me  from  the 
depths  of  subconscious  associations  was 
the  fact  that  this  is  a  very  true  and  ac¬ 
curate  reflection  of  the  real  dogma  and 
doctrine  of  the  entire  UMC  as  it  exists 
today. 

C.  M.  Gordon 
Southlake,  Texas 

Praise  the  Lord  for  a 
place  to  share  convictions 
To  the  Editor: 

Praise  the  Lord,  for  your  being  able  to 
print  the  convictions  of  the  people  in  our 
United  Methodist  Church  today.  Finally, 
after  many  years  in  the  church,  it  warms 
my  heart  to  know  that  other  Methodists 
are  truly  filled  with  the  Holy  Spirit  and 
love  Jesus  Christ. 

I  am  the  President  of  the  local  chapter 
of  The  Full  Gospel  Businessmen’s 
Fellowship  International,  a  Gideon  and  a 
United  Methodist.  However,  more  than 
these  things  to  me  is  the  personal 
relationship  I  have  with  Jesus  Christ.  He 
is  my  Savior  and  soon  Coming  King. 

I  pray  that  God  will  keep  this  paper 
neutral  so  that  He  can  speak  to  his  people 
in  these  crucial,  exciting  times. 

Jim  Harris 
Woodlawn,  Tennessee 
We're  not  taken  in  by 
your  ultra-leftist  rag 
To  the  Editor: 

Although  I  don’t  expect  you  to  print  this 
letter,  I  do  expect  you  to  honor  a  request 
that  I  have  to  make.  Please  remove  my 
name  from  the  mailing  list  of  your  ultra- 
leftist  newspaper.  I’ve  always  been  a 
Methodist  and  so  were  my  parents,  and 
their  parents,  as  are  our  grown  children. 
Over  the  years  —  and  particularly  since 
the  event  of  McGovern’s  losing  the 
election  in  49  out  of  50  states,  I  am  sub¬ 
jected  to  ideas  like  “homosexuality  is  a 
gift  from  God."  It  is  a  pitiful  affliction. 


but  is  no  more  a  gift  from  God  than  the 
plague  or  lung  cancer.  This  is  one 
example  of  hundreds. 

Today’s  issue  (June  7)  quotes  that  Mr. 
Nixon  should  publicly  repent  of  his  sins. 
(From  Christianity  Today)  Why  must 
you  always  tout  the  leftist  way  of  life? 
Have  I  ever  seen  one  ounce  of  gratitude 
that  Mr.  Nixon  ended  a  war  begun  by 
another,  administration,  brought  our 
prisoners  back  with  honor  or  his  efforts 
at  world  r  peace  and  magnificent  ac¬ 
complishments  with  Red  China,  Russia 
and  more  recently  the  Far  East? 

Please  don’t  think  all  Methodists  are 
taken  in  by  your  liberal  tactics.  Many  are 
not.  Why  don’t  you  put  in  an  article  about 
love  of  country,  flag  and  praise  of  the 
military  who  are  defending  the  rights  for 
freedom  of  worship? 

I  will  never  know  if  this  is  printed  or 
not  —  because  I  will  never  read  another 
issue. 

What  happened  to  the  admonition 
about  throwing  stones  being  the  privilege 
of  the  one  that  is  without  sin  —  a  fable. 
Besides  our  great  and  brave  President 
will  long  be  remembered  long  after  this 
leftist  rag  has  been  forgotten,  having 
perished  with  its  lies. 

By  the  way,  I  don’t  belong  to  any  right- 
wing  organization.  I  happen  to  love  my 
country,  its  flag  and  our  President  — 
which  is  about  as  exasperating  these 
days  as  it  was  to  be  an  early  Christian. 
Frances  Kelley 
Boynton  Beach,  Florida 

Our  most  pornographic 
word  is  6broad9 

To  the  Editor: 

The  most  pornographic  word  in  the 
English  language  is  not  “nigger.” 

The  most  pornographic  word  in  the 
English  language  is  BROAD  .  .  . 
because: 

(1)  It  is  still  currently  used  by 
otherwise  humane  people  who  would  gag 
at  the  word  “nigger.” 

(2)  It  is  a  put-down  for  over  half  the 
human  race,  regardless  of  color. 

(3)  It  is  used  without  flinching  or 
wincing  on  TV  shows,  thus  reenforcing 
its  use. 

I  could  go  on,  but  will  stop  here.  After 


all,  I  don’t  want  you  to  think  I  am  suf¬ 
fering  from  “raging  hormonal  im¬ 
balance.” 

We  members  of  The  United  Methodist 
Women  believe  we  are  whole  persons  in 
Jesus  Christ!  Would  that  the  church 
believed  it  too!  Jessica  Sylvanus 

Susanville,  California 
Sermon  on  Holy  Spirit 
by  late  bishop  is  available 
To  the  Editor: 

In  late  January  of  last  year,  our  local 
church  sponsored  a  Key  73  program,  the 
highlight  of  which  was  a  series  of  ser¬ 
mons  presented  by  the  late  Bishop 
Kenneth  W.  Copeland.  In  this  series, 
Bishop  Copeland  stated  that  he  was 
sharing  with  us  his  personal  witness  and 
testimony  to  the  various  subjects 
discussed. 

Those  who  were  privileged  to  hear 
Bishop  Copeland  preach  realized  af- 
tenvards,  if  not  before,  that  he  was  one  of 
the  outstanding  pulpit  ministers  of  our 
church.  I  do  not  make  this  statement 
lightly.  He  spoke  with  authority,  ex¬ 
perience,  feeling,  love,  compassion, 
understanding,  and  the  unique  ability  to 
bring  points  of  national  interest  down  to 
here-and-now  importance  and  ap¬ 
plication  to  the  individual. 

The  second  sermon  of  this  series  was 
entitled  “I  Affirm  the  Presence  and 
Power  of  the  Holy  Spirit.”  This  sermon 
reflected,  I  feel,  his  own  basic  feelings, 
experience,  and  understanding  of  the 
Holy  Spirit;  his  awareness  of  the  in¬ 
creasing  concern  for  this  subject  and  all 
of  its  many  ramifications;  and  his  own 
genuine  concern  that  the  subject  be  dealt 
with  in  an  atmosphere  of  love,  tolerance, 
understanding,  and  knowledge.  In  short, 
I  think  he  was  literally  pouring  out  his 
soul  in  an  appeal  to  United  Methodists  to 
renew  their  imowledge  and  experience  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  and  to  share  this  ex¬ 
perience  with  others  in  a  spirit  of  love 
and  understanding. 

Our  minister,  Dr.  Harry  Rankin,  a 
close  personal  friend  of  the  late  Bishop, 
has  offered  the  facilities  of  our  church 
office  to  make  copies  of  this  sermon 
available  to  anyone  wishing  one.  The 
only  requirement  is  that  those  wishing  a 
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A  chance  for  you  to  evaluate  | 
your  minister  (or  lay  members)  j 


LAYPERSONS:  What  qualities  do 
you  most  like  in  your  minister? 
What  qualities,  if  any,  do  you  feel 
diminish  your  minister’s  effective¬ 
ness? 

MINISTERS:  What  qualities  do 
you  most  like  in  laypersons  within 
your  congregation  with  whom  you 
work  closely?  What  qualities  do  you 
feel  diminish  the  effectiveness  of  a 
lay  member’s  ministry? 

With  a  new  conference  year  begin¬ 
ning  within  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  now  is  a  good  time  for  us  to 
reflect  upon  our  relationships  with 
others  in  our  local  churches. 

To  participate,  answer  the  appro¬ 
priate  questions  above  in  no  more 
than  three  sentences  and  send  your 
answers  to  us.  (No  individual  or 
church  names  will  be  mentioned  in 
print,  so  each  respondent  may  be 
completely  candid. ) 

We  will  compile  a  readout  of  all 


the  responses  and  share  the  plus  and 
minus  qualities  you  cite  with  our 
readers.  Additionally,  we  will  as¬ 
semble  a  cumulative  profile  of  what 
those  responding  consider  to  be  a 
good  minister  and  a  good  lay  mem¬ 
ber  within  the  church. 

Each  minister  and  layperson  who 
so  desires  can  then  do  a  little  self- 
evaluation  by  means  of  comparison 
with  the  various  plus  and  minus 
qualities  and  with  the  "good  min¬ 
ister”  and  “good  layperson”  pro¬ 
files. 

Out  of  it  all,  we  hope  that  all  who 
participate  in  this  exercise  might 
establish  some  new  aspirations  and 
some  goals  for  self-improvement 
during  the  coming  year. 

Send  your  answers  to:  “Good 
minister  profile”  or  “Good  lay  mem¬ 
ber  profile,”  c/o  TM/UMR,  P.  0. 
Box  1076,  Dallas,  Texas  75221  by 
Friday,  July  5. 


copy  enclose  a  self-addressed,  stamped 
envelope  to  expedite  mailing  and  help 
defray  the  expense  involved.  The  printed 
copy  will  not  completely  do  justice  to 
hearing  the  sermon  in  person,  but  the 
feelings  expressed  will  be  shared  with 
many  more. 

The  church’s  address  is:  P.  O.  Drawer 
628,  Lake  Jackson,  Texas  77566. 

K.  C.  Pennington 

Lake  Jackson,  Texas 
Our  missionary  stance  must 
reflect  current  realities 
To  the  Editor: 

There  are  three  possible  reactions  that 
I  can  foresee  to  Bishop  Joshi’s  article 
(TM/  UMR,  May  17) :  people  will  either 
be  hostile  due  to  his  biting  criticism  of 
“Good  News;”  indifferent,  simply  not 
caring  enough  about  what  is  really 
happening  in  the  mission  field,  or  a  sober 
realization  that  this  is  the  truth  — 
churches  overseas  are  suspicious  of 
anything  that  smacks  of  a  return  to 
paternalism. 

If  those  in  “Good  News”  are  concerned 
with  the  “unevangelized  millions,”  why 
can’t  they  go  over  and  see  what  the 
churches  in  Africa  and  Asia  are  doing 
about  it?  Have  they  ever  sat  in  a  jam- 
packed  tin  roofed  church  with  people 
standing  outside  and  watched  African 
preachers  bring  fifty  people  to  the  front 
in  outpourings  of  repentance  and  con¬ 
fession?  Have  they  ever  seen  these  same 
people  give  as  much  as  a  third  of  their 
earnings  (not  tax  deductible! )  to  build  a 
new  church?  and  do  it  joyfully,  with 
dancing  and  singing?  Have  they  seen  the 
intense  thirst  of  these  people  for  learning 
to  read  and  write,  so  they  can  teach 
others?  The  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
has  a  part  in  all  of  this,  but  the  church 
belongs  to  the  Africans  —  they  are  now 
building  it  with  their  own  sweat  and  even 
blood. 

I  count  myself  deeply  enriched  by  my 
experience  in  growing  up  among  them, 
but  I  am  concerned  with  American 
Christianity.  We  arrogantly  consider 
ourselves  the  privileged  guests  at  the 
feast,  while  the  host  is  already  inviting 
others,  poorer  in  body  and  humbler  in 
spirit,  to  take  our  place.  Material  wealth 
has  somehow  put  a  comfortable  buffer 
between  us  and  reality.  While  we  sit  in 
committees  discussing  how  to  synthesize 
the  “personal”  and  “social”  gospel, 
Christians  in  countries  where  Westerners 
once  brought  the  Word  are  living  the  life 
of  faith  that  once  did  exist  in  America. 
“Good  News”  is  partly  a  product  of  this 
artificial  split.  Unless  this  group  tries  to 
get  into  touch  with  the  reality  of  Third 
World  Christianity,  their  evangelical 
zeal,  which  is  certainly  well-meaning, 


will  become  simply  a  pietistic  excuse  for 
the  type  of  evangelism  that  serves  no 
need.  Africans  are  best  evangelized  by 
Africans  —  witness  the  church  in  Angola 
which  is  thriving  with  no  missionaries  — 
and  this  is  probably  true  in  Asia  and 
elsewhere. 

Have  you  not  seen  nor  heard?  America 
can  no  longer  claim  to  be  the  sole 
dispenser  of  Christianity.  In  fact,  we 
ought  to  welcome  missionaries  from 
Third  World  countries.  They  might  teach 
us  some  of  the  simple  virtues  that  we 
have  lost  along  the  road  to  becoming  an 
affluent,  corporate  and  insensitive 
society.  Some  may  brand  this  letter  itself 
as  insensitive,  arrogant  or  self-righteous, 
but  I  had  to  reaffirm  a  viewpoint  that  I 
feel  many,  if  not  most,  American 
Christians,  including  United  Methodists, 
are  unaware  of. 

F.  Scott  Anderson 

Nashville,  Tennessee 
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According  to  John  Adams 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Trust  building  is  key 

.  .  ,  . 
to  crisis  solving 


WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (UMC)  —  Again, 
a  United  Methodist  Church  staffer  here  is 
using  his  ministry  to  build  trust,  to 
propose  options,  to  provide  pastoral 
functions  to  people  in  deep  crisis. 

This  time,  the  crisis  relates  to  the 
widely  reported  Symbionese  Liberation 
Army  (SLA) .  The  Rev.  John  P.  Adams  of 
Washington  has  established  contacts 
with  families  of  SLA  members,  and  also 
with  law  enforcement  authorities,  as  he 
has  before  in  the  fatal  shootings  of  Kent 
State  and  Jackson  State  College  students, 
the  American  Indian  Movement  (AIM) 
encounter  at  Wounded  Knee,  the  Poor 
People’s  March,  urban  racial  fracases 
and  similar  crises.  He  is  director  of  law, 
justice  and  community  relations  for  the 
church’s  Board  of  Church  and  Society. 

In  the  SLA  situation  in  California,  after 
six  members  were  killed  in  a  shootout 
with  police,  three  members  are  known  to 
be  fugitives  —  William  and  Emily  Harris 
and  Patricia  Hearst.  Mr.  Adams’  efforts 
have  been  largely  through  Emily  Harris’ 
parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frederick  Sch¬ 
wartz  of  Illinois,  but  also  with  several 
others  of  the  families. 

His  work  includes  “watching  for 
signals”  and  trying  to  develop  com¬ 
munication  that  has  broken  down.  For 
instance,  he  delivered  a  tape  recording 
from  the  Schwartzes,  expressing  their 
love  for  their  daughter,  to  a  California 
radio  station  that  has  been  an  in¬ 
termediary  before  for  taped  messages  to 
and  from  SLA.  The  parents  also  ex¬ 
pressed  agreement  with  some  of  Emily’s 
goals. 

In  “trying  to  use  my  ministry”  to  build 
a  trust  situation  in  which  communication 
can  be  restored,  Mr.  Adams  says  “the 
church  is  certainly  not  a  liability,” 
though  some  are  suspicious  of  it  at  first. 
Then  he  is  seeking  to  offer  options  that 
might  be  used,  “if  somebody  wants 
them.” 

In  an  interview  with  Associated  Press, 
Mr.  Adams  drew  some  parallels  between 
the  SLA  group  and  the  Indians  at 


i  Sing  of  peace  I 
I;  rather  than  tear  f 

jj  ST.  CLOUD,  Minn.  (RNS)  —  § 
:•  “America  the  Beautiful”  should  jj 
jj  replace  “The  Star  Spgngled  :jj 
jj  Bann^’  as  the  nati6ri’|  ’nHional  jj 
jj  anthem,  the  Minnesota  Annual  j: 
jj  Conference  of  the  United  Methodist  :j 
:j  Church  resolved  here.  jj 

Delegates  representing  Minne-  jj 
>  sota’s  133,049  United  Methodists  jj 
jj  said  it  would  be  better  for  jj 
:jj  America’s  young  to  sing  of  “peace  :j 
jj  and  brotherhood”  instead  of  j: 
:jj  “bombs  bursting  in  air.”  jj 

ij  The  resolution,  which  will  be  sent  jj 

j:  to  Minnesota’s  Representatives  jj 
ijj  and  Senators,  said  that  selection  of  jj 
jj  “America  the  Beautiful”  would  j: 
•jj  help  shift  emphasis  from  :j 
jj  America’s  current  “militaristic”  j: 
:j:  attitude  to  appreciation  of  the  jj 
•jj  nation’s  heritage.  jj 

j:  It  is  also  easier  for  groups  to  jj 

*  sing,  it  noted.  :j 


Wounded  Knee,  in  that  both  were  heavily 
armed  and  were  facing  serious  legal 
charges.  Recalling  that  AIM  a  year  ago 
had  been  urged  by  some  to  surrender,  as 
the  SLA  has  been  now,  the  minister 
pointed  out  that  the  Indians  have  won 
some  support  for  their  cause  and  some 
court  acquittals.  He  urged  that  “The  SLA 
has  more  political  clout  than  they  realize, 
and  that  leverage  could  be  used  out  in  the 
open.” 

He  added  that  the  SLA  had  shown  more 
restraint  in  the  use  of  their  arsenal  of 
weapons  than  their  description  as 
terrorists  would  have  indicated. 

Mr.  Adams  said  he  will  continue  to 
work  with  all  parties  involved  wherever 
possible,  “to  see  whether  anything  we’ve 
done  in  the  past  will  help  to  find  a  middle- 
ground”  for  negotiation.  He  stressed  that 
all  of  the  crisis  situations  have  been 
different  but  have  some  similarities. 

Although  traumatic  and  painful,  the 
SLA  crisis  of  recent  months  has  been  a 
learning  experience  for  all  concerned, 
according  to  Mr.  Adams,  and  “we  really 
only  learn  by  shocks.”  He  suggested  that, 
in  view  of  the  high  cost  so  far,  SLA 
“might  want  to  change  its  teaching 
methods.” 

But,  because  of  what  has  happened 
with  the  Hearsts  and  others,  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  parents  “have  been  forced 
to  raise  questions  about  their  relation¬ 
ships  with  their  own  children  and  have 
wondered  if  there  was  justification  for 
this  type  of  reaction  to  society.” 

“They  didn’t,”  opined  Mr.  Adams, 
“have  any  idea  where  their  kids  were.” 

He  feels  the  church  ought  to  see  this 
matter  of  inter-generational  com¬ 
munication  as  an  area  of  real  concern. 


Sharing  instead  of  squabbling 

NEW  YORK  —  "There  are  lots  of  things  you  can  do  when  two  people  want  the 
same  thing.  One  is  to  take  turns.”  So  explains  an  off-camera  voice  as  the  two 
youngsters  pictured  above  decide  to  take  turns  swinging  after  they’ve  been  in  an 
argument  over  who  will  have  the  use  of  the  swing.  The  scene  and  commentary  are 
part  of  a  30-second  television  spot  titled  “The  Swing”  which  the  American  Broad¬ 
casting  Company  began  airing  last  week  and  which  is  scheduled  for  airings  later 
this  summer  by  the  National  Broadcasting  Company  and  the  Columbia  Broad¬ 
casting  System.  Developed  by  United  Methodist  Communications,  "The  Swing” 
deals  with  conflict  resolution  and  stems  from  UMC’s  continuing  concern  about 
television  violence  and  the  anti-social  behavior  patterns  communicated  by  such 
violence. 


Missionaries  score  Chile’s  junta 

Consultation  repudiates  tactics  of  Missions  Council 


NAPERVILLE,  Ill.  (UMC).  —  United 
Methodist  missionaries  have  called  on 
world  Methodism  “to  repudiate  con¬ 
tinued  violations  of  human  rights  by  the 
military  junta”  ruling  Chile. 

The  action  was  voted  here  during  a 
missionary  conference  attended  by  90  of 
the  church’s  841  missionaries,  as  well  as 
staff  members  and  directors  of  the 
denomination’s  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  World  Division,  June  12-17. 

Citing  “the  continued  torture  and 
imprisonment  of  thousands”  of  Chileans 
and  foreign  refuge$s'by  the  Junta  which 
tjverthrew  the  "government  of  the  late 
President  Salvadore  Allende  last  Sep¬ 
tember,  the  conference  resolution 
praised  the  “courageous  and  risk-taking 
repudiation  of  the  military  junta  by  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church  and  the 
Lutheran  Church”  in  Chile. 

“We  are  greatly  concerned  as  we  learn 
that  there  has  been  a  public  declaration 
of  approval  and  congratulations  to  the 
military  junta  by  some  of  the  Christian 
community  in  Chile,”  the  document 
stated.  Although  conference  participants 
deleted  a  direct  reference  to  the 
Methodist  Church  in  Chile  and  sub¬ 
stituted  the  phrase  “Christian  com¬ 
munity”  the  resolution  was  sharply 
critical  of  the  church’s  alleged  “public 
support”  of  the  military  regime. 

“Given  the  gravity  of  the  situation,  we 


ask  the  Council  of  Methodist  Churches  in 

Tax  exemption  narrowed 

Court  rules  against 
Publishing  House 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMC)  —  The 
Tennessee  Supreme  Court  issued  a  25- 
page  decision  here  June  17  substantially 
narrowing  the  tax  exemption  of  the 
United  Methodist  Publishing  House. 

The  decision  permits  the  assessment 
and  taxation  of  property  owned  by  the 
United  Methodist  Publishing  House  and 
the  Baptist  Sunday  School  Board  unless  it 
is  used  for  publishing  or  printing 
materials  for  its  specific  denomination. 

In  an  unusual  dissent,  two  of  the  five 
justices  voted  to  allow  even  broader 
taxation. 

The  issue  dates  back  to  1969  when 
Metropolitan  Nashville  Tax  Assessor 
Clifford  Allen  placed  new  and  un¬ 
precedented  assessments  on  the  two 
large  publishing  houses  headquartered  in 
Nashville.  Mr.  Allen  estimated  that  the 
city  could  gain  $800,000  in  annual  revenue 
if  the  entire  holdings  of  the  two  houses 
were  taxed. 

Tennessee  law  provides  exemption  for 
“the  real  estate  owned  by  any  religious, 
charitable,  scientific  or  educational 
institution  occupied  by  such  institution  or 
its  officers  exclusively  for  carrying  out 
the  purposes  for  which  the  institution  was 
created  or  for  which  it  exists.”  The 
problem  has  concerned  payment  of  taxes 
on  property  which  is  not  used  exclusively 
for  religious  purposes. 

In  1971  the  lower  court  gave  a  broad 
definition  to  the  term  “religious”  but 
Joseph  G.  Cummings,  attorney  for  the 
United  Methodists,  says  the  new 
Supreme  Court  ruling  has  substantially 
modified  that  definition.  While  United 
Methodist  curriculum  would  be  totally 
exempt  from  taxation,  Mr.  Cummings 
said  a  biography  of  Martin  Luther  would 
not.  He  said  he  and  the  Publishing  House 
officials  had  not  had  time  to  thoroughly 
study  all  the  implications  of  the  decision. 


Val  Sanford,  attorney  for  the  Southern 
Baptists,  said,  “Nobody  won  this  case. 
Everybody  lost  more  than  we  would  have 
liked.” 

Metro  Tax  Assessor  Allen  said  the 
ruling  will  result  in  a  “windfall”  for 
Metro  and  called  the  decision  a  “great 
victory.” 

The  exact  assessment  for  the 
Publishing  House  will  be  determined  now 
in  proceedings  before  the  Metro  Board  of 
Equalization,  the  State  Board  of 
Equalization,  and  possibly  Chancery 
Court. 

The  court’s  opinion,  written  by  Chief 
Justice  Ross  W.  Dyer,  affirmed  the  1971 
lower  court  ruling  by  former  Chancellor 
Frank  F.  Drowota  but  said  taxation  will 
be  permitted  on  property  to  the  extent  it 
is  used  for  “the  publishing  and  printing  of 
books  for  the  general  public,  even  though 
the  subject  matter  of  such  books  is 
religion.” 

“When  the  publishing  house  engages  in 
the  publishing  and  printing  of  books  and 
tracts  on  ethics,  church  history, 
biographies  of  religious  leaders,  or 
similar  literature,  the  organization  is  no 
longer  involved  solely  in  activity  incident 
to  its  denominational  work  and  has  en¬ 
tered  the  general  publishing  field,”  Mr. 
Dyer  wrote. 

“While  such  activity  is  worthy  and 
commendable,  it  is  not.  within  the 
statutory  exemption.” 

In  a  seven-page  dissent,  Justice 
Chester  C.  Chattin  referred  to  the  $33 
million  net  worth  of  the  United  Methodist 
House  and  the  $43  million  net  equity  of 
the  Baptist  property  and  said  the  printing 
press  property  of  the  two  institutions 
should  be  assessed. 

The  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House  has  for  many  years  paid  taxes  on 
its  cafeteria,  parking  lots,  and  retail 
outlets. 


activities  of  the  denomination  through 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  and  to 
“recognize  such  activities  as  being  true 
to  the  evangelical  and  social  dimensions 
of  the  Gospel.”  The  missionaries  also 
expressed  confidence  in  the  directors  and 
staff  as  they  continue  to  deal  seriously 
with  what  it  means  to  be  in  Christian 
mission  today. 

The  missionaries  further  urged  the 
World  Division  to  continue  working  for 
an  effective  understanding  of  the  doc¬ 
trine  of  the  church  and  “to  discover  in 
cooperation  with  colleague  churches  and 
•r  other  missidnal  agencies,  optibnal 
patterns  of  support  in  addition  to  sending 
personnel  and  financial  resources.” 

In  their  discussion  of  the  issues  raised 
by  EMC  —  that  the  mission  effort  of  the 
denomination  leans  too  heavily  to  the 
socio-political  concerns  to  the  neglect  of 
evangelism,  the  missionaries  insisted 
that  evangelism,  service  and  social 
action  are  inseparable. 

Some  missionary  participants  ex¬ 
pressed  indignation  over  a  list  of 
“evangelical  missionaries”  compiled  by 
the  Good  News  group  (the  parent 
evangelical  group  of  the  EMC)  and 
promoted  as  available  through  EMC 
members.  One  missionary  questioned 
the  ethics  of  anyone  compiling  a  list  and 
making  it  available  without  checking 
directly  with  persons  whose  names  are 
included  or  excluded. 

SMU  president 
resigns  post 

DALLAS  —  In  the  wake  of  continuing 
conflict  with  his  board  of  trustees,  the 
president  of  Southern  Methodist 
University  (SMU)  here  resigned  his  post 
last  week. 

Trustees  of  the  school  —  one  of  the 
largest  universities  related  to  the  United 
Methodist  Church  —  agreed  to  accept  the 
resignation  of  Dr.  Paul  Hardin  and  an¬ 
nounced  that  former  president  Dr.  Willis 
Tate  would  become  acting  president  until 
a  successor  could  be  found. 

The  conflicts  between  Dr.  Hardin  and 
SMU  trustees,  which  reportedly  began 
shortly  after  he  took  office  two  years  ago, 
were  said  to  stem  from  the  president’s 
individual  policies  and  a  basic  difference 
in  philosophy  of  the  school’s  function  and 
future. 

One  dean  at  the  university,  who  asked 
that  he  not  be  named,  said  that  much  of 
the  friction  was  caused  by  Dr.  Hardin’s 
policy  of  making  decisions  before  con¬ 
sulting  the  trustees.  The  firing  of  football 
coach  Hayden  Fry  was  also  reported  to 
have  caused  agitation  in  some  quarters. 

A  recent  point  of  friction  was  caused  by 
Dr.  Hardin’s  decision  to  publicly  an¬ 
nounce  the  discovery  of  illegal  football 
team  payoff  practices.. 

Though  board  chairman  C.  A.  Tatum 
Jr.  expressed  “regret”  at  Dr.  Hardin’s 
decision  to  step  down,  the  president  told  a 
concern  of  the  EMC  and  other  groups  and  Dallas  Times  Herald  interviewer  that  he 
encourage  continued  study  and  had  been  “asked  to  resign  by  responsible 


Latin  America  (CIEMAL),  the  World 
Council  of  Methodism  and  the  Council  of 
Bishops  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
to  join  with  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  in  investigating  and  carrying 
out  whatever  action  is  deemed  ap¬ 
propriate  to  assist  the  Chilean  Church  to 
repudiate  the  continued  violation  of 
human  rights  by  the  military  junta  and  to 
cease  giving  aid  and  comfort  to  such  a 
government  by  public  support,”  the 
resolution  stated. 

World  Division  execs 
plan  Chili  trip 

The  document  also  called  on  the  World 
Division’s  Latin  American  office  to  carry 
our  concern  to  the  Chilean  church.  A 
nine  member  team  composed  of  five 
world  division  board  members  and  four 
staff  members  will  be  in  Chile  July  4-6  for 
a  consultation  with  the  Methodist  Church 
of  Chile  and  will  transmit  the  concern 
expressed  in  the  resolution. 

Heightening  the  conference  par¬ 
ticipants’  awareness  of  the  Chilean 
situation  was  the  presence  of  the  Rev. 
Samuel  Araya  of  Chile,  who  was  arrested 
and  imprisoned  for  10  days  before  being 
asked  to  leave  the  country  in  May.  The 
Methodist  minister,  who  was  never 
charged  by  the  military  regime, 
currently  is  serving  as  a  missionary  to 
the  South  Indiana  Conference  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church. 

In  other  action  during  the  conference 
95  persons  signed  a  petition  asking  the 
U.S.  government  to  end  military  pur¬ 
chase  credit  and  direct  military  grants  to 
“governments  which  continue  to  utilize 
torture,  political  imprisonment  and 
summary  executions  to  force  their  will 
on  unwilling  citizens,  particularly  such 
governments  as  those  currently  in  power 
in  Chile,  Brazil,  Bolivia,  South  Vietnam, 
The  Republic  of  Korea  and  the  Republic 
of  the  Philippines.” 

Military  aid  criticized 

The  petition,  which  will  be  forwarded 
to  members  of  the  U.S.  Congress  and  the 
State  Department,  states,  “We  cannot 
remain  silent  nor  ignore  the  tragic  and 
inhumane  situations  which  exist  around 
the  world  in  which  our  government 
continues  to  participate  and  perpetuate 
through  vast  grants  of  military  aid, 
thereby  sustaining  those  forces  which 
cause  the  degradation  of  human  dignity 
and  the  denial  of  basic  human  rights.” 

At  a  missionary  consultation  im¬ 
mediately  following  the  conference,  the 
28  participating  missionaries,  elected  by 
their  colleagues  in  the  mission  field  to 
represent  their  concerns,  unanimously 
approved  a  resolution  scoring  the 
“strategy  and  tactics”  of  the  Evangelical 
Missions  Council,  an  unofficial  group  of 
United  Methodists  critical  of  the  World 
Division  and  its  mission  policy. 

“Confrontation  such  as  that  being 
evoked  by  the  Evangelical  Missions 
Council  (EMC)  makes  us  keenly  aware 
of  the  diverse  nature  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  We  recognize  serious 


discussion  of  these  concerns  in  the  larger 
context  of  the  mission  of  the  church,”  the 
resolution  read. 

“Recognizing  our  own  inadequacies, 
we  voice  our  concern  about  past 
strategies  and  tactics  of  the  EMC  which 
tend  to  polarize  United  Methodism.  We 
call  EMC  to  mutual  cooperation  as 
leaven  within  the  church.” 

The  missionaries  called  on  local 
congregations  to  support  the  missional 


officials  of  our  governing  board  . 

Dr.  Hardin  said  he  was  “pretty  well 
convinced  that  I  would  not  have  been 
fired  if  I  had  chosen  not  to  resign. 
However,  very  quickly,  I  decided  it  was 
in  the  best  interest  of  the  university  for 
me  to  step  down  and  to  do  so  with 
maximum  harmony.” 

In  announcing  his  resignation  Dr. 
Hardin  said  he  hopes  to  remain  at  SMU  in 
a  teaching  capacity.  Failing  that,  he  said 
he  would  return  to  the  practice  of  law. 


Conference  highlights 


Holston  Conference 

KNOXVILLE,  Tenn.  —  Holston  Con¬ 
ference  celebrated  its  sesqui centennial 
with  a  pageant  presentation  depicting  the 
formation  of  the  conference  in  1824. 

Delegates  voted  a  substitute  motion  on 
amnesty  which  calls  for  each  local 
church  to  explore  the  matter  as  well  as 
ministries  to  returning  veterans. 

A  special  Task  Group  on  Enabling  the 
Black  Ministry  was  set  up  to  study 
assistance  sources  and  to  project  a 
comprehensive  plan  for  strengthening 
the  conference’s  ministry  to  blacks. 


Memphis  Conference 

MEMPHIS,  Tenn.  —  Interpretative 
sessions  on  mission,  evangelism  and 
issues  highlighted  the  Memphis  Con¬ 
ference  schedule. 

Three  conference  priorities  for  1975 
were  determined.  These  included:  “(1) 
evangelism,  (2)  review  of  the  church 
school  and  (3)  development  of  ministries 
in  the  local  parish.” 

Delegates  also  adopted  a  resolution  on 
defining  the  roles  of  general  and 
jurisdictional  conferences. 

Minnesota  Conference 

ST.  CLOUD  —  On  the  Minnesota 
Conference  agenda,  a  Commission  on 
Status  and  Role  of  Women  and  an 
abortion  resolution  stressing  freedom  of 
choice  along  with  sanctity  of  life  received 
“yes”  votes. 

Although  a  proposal  calling  for  a  $1,000 
contribution  to  the  Wounded  Knee  Legal 
Defense  Committee  was  opposed, 
delegates  supported  the  adoption  of  an 
Indian  task  force. 

According  to  a  report  by  the  district 
superintendents,  the  membership  loss  of 
conference  churches  last  year  was  the 
smallest  since  the  United  Methodist 
Church  merger.  Fifteen  suggestions  to 
improve  outreach  and  strengthen  ad¬ 
ministrative  structure  were  presented. 
Total  giving  by  Minnesota  United 
Methodists,  the  report  continued,  showed 
a  substantial  increase  over  1972, 
reaching  a  new  high  of  $13.7  million. 

New  York  Conference 

BRIDGEPORT,  Conn.  —  The  New 
York  Conference  has  brought  a  $4  million 
suit  against  its  auditor,  the  firm  of 
Coopers  &  Lybrand,  two  months  after 
bringing  a  $5  million  damage  suit  against 
its  former  corporate  treasurer. 

In  the  earlier  suit,  the  conference 
charged  that  Robert  W.  Preusch,  his 
accounting  company  and  its  three  other 
partners,  conspired  to  defraud  the 
conference.  The  complaint  against 
Coopers  &  Lybrand  contends  that  the 
firm  failed  to  communicate  its  findings 
directly  to  the  trustees  soon  enough, 
when  it  was  discovered  that  Mr.  Preusch 
had  allegedly  been  concealing  the 
reports. 

A  1973  investigation  revealed  that  more 
than  $4.2  million  in  conference  funds  had 
been  invested  in  loans  to  faltering 
businesses  without  authorization  from 
conference  trustess. 

North  Carolina  Conference 

FAYETTEVILLE  —  The  North 
Carolina  Conference  supported  amnesty 
for  draft  resisters,  urged  improvement  of 
the  conditions  of  migrant  farm  workers 
and  established  a  Commission  on  the 
Role  and  Status  of  Women  in  the  church. 

This  agency  will  work  toward 
“eradication  of  all  discriminatory  words 
and  policies  in  all  of  its  publications”  ; 
establish  guidelines  “to  ensure  full 
participation  of  women  in  therlife”  of  the 
conference,  and  encourage  “study  of 
technology  and  Biblical  history  affecting 
l  le  status  of  women.” 

A  resolution  on  amnesty  backed  per¬ 
sons  who  in  good  conscience  oppose  war 
and  called  on  all  levels  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church  to  seek  amnesty  for 
those  who  fled  the  Vietnam  War. 

Delegates  voted  to  appoint  a  coor¬ 
dinator-enabler  for  special  ministries 
and  economic  development,  primarily 
among  blacks. 

Southern  California-Arizona 
Conference 

REDLANDS,  Calif.  —  Increased  lay 
participation,  organizational  stream¬ 
lining  and  improved  relations  with  Sa¬ 
moan  United  Methodists  highlighted  de¬ 
liberations  at  this  year’s  Southern  Cali¬ 
fornia-Arizona  Conference  sessions. 

Among  concerns  tackled  by  the 
delegates  were: 

•  Devising  of  a  new  formula  for 
electing  conference  laity  to  assure 
equalization  of  lay  and  clergy  votes. 

•  Development  of  a  new  conference 
structure  which  will  add  a  program 
counselor  for  Arizona  and  combine  12 
present  program  boards  and  agencies 
into  three  major  units. 

•  Creation  of  a  Samoan  Commission  to 


promote  and  coordinate  the  United 
Methodist  ministry  to  Samoans  in  Hawaii 
and  on  the  mainland. 

Inherent  in  the  new  conference  budget 
is  a  program  built  around  six  goals  set  by 
the  conference  Council  on  Ministries  for 
1975  and  beyond.  Within  each  goal  are 
specific  objectives  and  action  strategies 
designed  to  carry  out  the  mission  of  the 
church  at  all  levels. 

South  Georgia  Conference 

VALDOSTA  —  Delegates  to  the  South 
Georgia  Conference  overwhelmingly 
rejected  a  motion  aimed  at  blocking 
national  denominational  agencies  from 
making  statements  on  political  issues. 

No  more  than  25  of  800  representatives 
voted  in  favor  of  the  resolution  which 
specifically  protested  a  call  for  im¬ 
peachment  procedures  against  President 
Nixon  made  last  fall  by  the  church’s 
Board  of  Church  and  Society. 

A  major  concern  was  a  complaint  that 
blacks  are  being  subordinated  to  whites 
in  the  conference  structure.  It  marked 
the  first  time  since  black  and  white 
geographic  units  were  merged  that 
blacks  had  indicated  dissatisfaction  with 
their  treatment.  A  spirited  discussion 
followed  a  motion  asking  that  annual 
meetings  be  numbered  from  merger 
rather  than  from  the  founding  of  the 
former  white  conference  108  years  ago 
The  proposal  was  referred  to  a  Com 
mittee  on  Archives  and  History. 

A  year-long  evangelism  thrust, 
planned  in  conjunction  with  the  World 
Methodist  Council  program,  was 
adopted. 

Southwest  Texas  Conference 

SAN  ANTONIO  —  The  appointment  of 
the  Rev.  Garfield  Owens,  a  black 
minister,  to  a  prestigious  white  congre¬ 
gation  —  Jefferson  United  Methodist 
Church  —  received  more  attention  than 
any  item  on  the  Southwest  Texas  Con¬ 
ference’s  agenda  (see  related  story,  June 
21  issue). 

Related  action  involved  the  adoption  of 
a  systematic  proposal  on  bi-racial 
ministry  and  the  setting  up  of  a  com¬ 
mission  on  black  clergy. 

Delegates  also  approved  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  two  task  forces  —  (1)  Role  and 
Status  of  Women  and  (2)  Race  and  Reli¬ 
gion. 

Tennessee  Conference 
LEBANON  —  Seven  priorities  set  the 
pace  for  the  Tennessee  Conference  meet¬ 
ing.  Among  these  were  actions  con¬ 
cerning  open  itinerancy,  creation  of  a 
new  conference  position  and  continuation 
of  two  programs  originating  from  last 
year’s  conference. 

Delegates  voted  in  favor  of  measures 
designed  to  implement  open  itinerancy 
across  racial  lines,  through  varied  inter- 
congregational  activities. 

The  naming  of  a  Director  of  Camps  and 
Conferences  was  approved.  The  ap¬ 
pointee  will  be  responsible  for  coor¬ 
dinating  programs  and  determining 
guidelines  for  the  conference’s  outdoor 
ministries. 

In  other  action,  representatives  voted 
to  continue  the  evangelism  and 
stewardship  education  efforts  set  up  one 
year  ago. 

Also  established  was  a  task  force  on 
needy  children’s  ministries.  The  Rev. 
Richard  Allison,  chairman  of  the  Work 
Area  on  Health  and  Welfare,  said  of  the 
proposal :  “The  church  must  not  leave  up 
to  government  to  answer  how  these 
children  can  be  healed.” 

Western  Pennsylvania  Conference 

PITTSBURGH  —  Three  resolutions  by 
the  conference  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  were  considered  by  Western 
Pennsylvania  delegates.  These  included: 

•  A  proposal  sent  by  the  Board  re¬ 
cently  to  the  U.  S.  House  of  Represent¬ 
atives,  which  urged  passage  of  a  bill  to 
reinstate  bans  against  Rhodesian- 
imported  chrome.  Delegates  voted  their 
added  support  of  the  recommendation, 
yet  to  be  dealt  with  by  the  House. 

•  A  statement,  to  be  directed  to  the 
President  and  Congress,  which  called  for 
a  substantial  reduction  in  military 
spending.  Representatives  referred  the 
resolution  to  the  Board  for  development 
as  a  study  for  local  churches  during  1974- 
75. 

•  A  resolution  by  the  Board  in  support 
of  farm  workers.  An  amended  proposal 
eliminated  all  references  to  specific 
labor  organizations  and  explicit  types  of 
action  and  asked  endorsement  of  non¬ 
violent  efforts  of  farm  workers,  urged 
local  churches  to  examine  the  moral 
issues  involved  in  the  struggle  and  ac¬ 
cepted  Christian  responsibility  to  press 
for  better  conditions  for  American  farm 
workers. 


Pikeville  strikers  picket  at 


Evanston  and  Louisville  offices 


EVANSTON,  Ill.  (UMC)  —  A  small 
number  of  persons  supporting  the 
striking  workers  at  Methodist  Hospital  in 
Pikeville,  Ky  .,  established  witness-picket 
lines  last  week  at  the  Methodist  Building 
here  which  houses  the  Division  of  Health 
and  Welfare  Ministries,  and  at  the 
Louisville  offices  of  Bishop  Frank  L. 
Robertson. 

Shortly  after  the  picket  line  formed  in 
Evanston  a  group  of  eight  persons  had  a 
90-minute  visit  with  staff  executives  of 
the  division. 

Following  the  Evanston  meeting, 
Pikeville  Hospital  striker  Marie 
Maynard  said  “I  got  the  feeling  that  they 
haven’t  given  up,  that  there  might  be 
something  they  can  do.” 

Other  members  of  the  group  said  they 
were  impressed  with  the  division’s 


reception  and  by  its  intention  to  continue 
working  quietly. 

John  A.  Murdock,  associate  general 
secretary  of  the  division,  told  the  group 
that  his  division  is  taking  the  leadership 
in  arranging  a  meeting  regarding 
Pikeville  with  staff  and  elected  leaders 
from  both  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
and  the  Board  of  Church  and  Society. 

He  emphasized  strongly,  however,  that 
the  meeting  is  not  being  organized  with 
speech  making  or  grandstanding  and 
that  in  no  way  will  the  general  church 
attempt  to  impose  any  solution  on  the 
Pikeville  strike.  No  date  was  given  for 
the  proposed  meeting,  but  Mr.  Murdock 
said  he  hoped  it  can  be  held  soon. 

Mr.  Murdock  insisted  that  his  agency 
cannot  “recognize”  any  union  in  the 

Pikeville  dispute  since  it  is  not  a  party  to 
the  negotiation. 
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Will  Campbell  takes  aim  at  institutions 


By  BILL  BUCHANAN 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

MT.  JULIET,  Tenn.  -  Will  Campbell 
has  this  thing  about  institutions:  he 
doesn’t  like  them  —  not  even  a  little  bit. 

“They’re  bad;  they’re  evil,”  the 
balding  Baptist  preacher  explained 
casually,  as  if  the  declaration  shouldn’t 
take  anyone  by  surprise. 

Consequently,  Will  keeps  a  healthy 
distance  between  himself  and  in¬ 
stitutions,  holding  forth  in  a  hand-hewn 
log  cabin  on  a  mountainside  near  here. 

In  this  non-institutional  existence  Mr 
Campbell  finds  the  freedom  to  move  at 
will  between  the  vanguard  of  con¬ 
temporary  theology  and  the  backwaters 
of  human  misery.  It’s  a  movement 
unencumbered  by  red  tape  and 
bureaucracy,  and  that’s  the  way  he 
wants  it. 

A  typical  day  might  find  him  laboring 
over  an  issue  of  “Katallagete  —  Be 
Reconciled,”  a  small  but  radically 
profound  theological  journal  which  Mr. 
Campbell  edits  with  James  Y.  Holloway 
under  the  sponsorship  of  the  Committee 
of  Southern  Churchmen. 

But  a  typical  day  might  just  as  well 
find  him  in  conversation  with  a  group  of 
“snake-handlers,”  a  religious  sect  that 
he  says  has  been  greatly  misunderstood. 

“They  are  very  compassionate  people 
who  can’t  understand  why  people  do  not 


call  them  “orphan  lovers”  or  “widow 
lovers”  or  “feeders  of  the  poor”  instead 
of  “snake-handlers.” 

Then,  again,  he  might  be  found 
fraternizing  with  members  of  the  Ku 
Klux  Klan,  as  was  the  case  several  years 
ago  when  he  took  it  upon  himself  to 
minister  to  that  group  in  North  Carolina. 
As  a  result  of  that  effort  he  opened  some 
channels  of  communication  with  a  group 


Will  Campbell 


previously  considered  by  some  to  be 
outside  the  bounds  of  love. 

Freedom  versus  institutions 

If  Will’s  various  involvements  seem  to 
lack  continuity,  it’s  probably  because  the 
world  has  few  “free”  persons  —  persons 
with  the  freedom  to  respond  in  the  way 
they  feel  led  to  respond. 

And  this  is  the  kind  of  freedom,  says 
Mr.  Campbell,  that  is  not  found  within 
the  bounds  of  institutions  because  in¬ 
stitutions  demand  a  type  of  loyalty  which 
denies  freedom  and  individuality. 

It  was  for  this  reason  that  Wifi  finally 
said  quits  to  institutionalism  after  being 
one  of  its  finest  mechanics.  That  was  an 
era  which  began  with  seminary  training 
at  Yale  University,  continued  on  through 
successful  stints  in  the  parish  and 
campus  ministry  and  finally  landed  him 
in  the  middle  of  that  most  institutional  of 
all  liberal  institutions:  the  National 
Council  of  Churches. 

While  heading  up  that  organization’s 
race  relations  office  in  the  Deep  South, 
Will  discovered  that  the  “redneck” 
sheriff  was  also  a  human  loved  by  God 
and  was,  in  his  own  way,  as  much  a 
victim  of  the  culture  as  the  black  person. 
But  the  institution  had  little  to  offer  the 
sheriff. 

The  trouble  with  institutions,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Mr.  Campbell,  is  that  they  try 


to  change  people,  to  remold  them  to  fit 
some  composite  prototype.  And  in  trying 
to  change  people,  hurt  occurs.  It  hurts 
because  people  sitting  in  judgment  are 
telling  other  people  they  are  not  good 
enough  the  way  they  are.  It’s  especially 
hurtful  when  —  as  is  often  the  case  —  the 
particular  institution  in  question  tries  to 
change  a  person’s  outward  behavior 
while  paying  only  lip  service  to  the  inner 
feelings  and  conditions  that  brought  the 
person  to  that  situation. 

Into  this  category  of  evil  existence  falls 
the  church,  marriage,  government  — 
virtually  everything  that  is  created  by 
humans  to  control  humans. 

‘All  institutions  are  evil’ 

Another  evil  aspect  of  institutions, 
continued  Will,  is  their  self-serving 
natures:  “All  institutions,  every  last  one 
of  them,  no  matter  the  claim,  no  matter 
the  purpose,  no  matter  the  stated  goals, 
all  of  them  exist  for  their  own  selves,  all 
of  them  look  out  for  their  own  interest 
first,  are  self-loving,  self -concerned,  self- 
regarding,  self-preserving,  and  thus  are 
inherently  evil.  All  of  them.” 

And  the  church  as  an  institution  doesn’t 
escape  Will’s  disdain:  “I  think  the 
church  today  stands  where  the  rich 
young  ruler  did.  It’s  a  good  outfit.  It’s 
powerful,  and  God  knows  it’s  rich.” 

But  if  you  want  to  cling  to  that  type  of 


institution  and  still  be  a  Christian,  you’ll 
be  in  trouble  by  Will’s  calculation.  His 
advice  to  you  would  be  something  like: 
“Sell  what  you  have.  Come  back,  and 
then  we’ll  talk  about  discipleship.” 

But  don’t  let  Will’s  talk  scare  you  too 
badly.  He’s  not  saying  that  institutions 
should  be  done  away  with  —  just  the 
opposite.  He  sees  institutions  as 
necessary.  What  he  is  arguing  for  is  a 
different  way  of  looking  at  institutions. 


‘Institutions  are  limiting’ 

“I’m  just  saying  that  you  shouldn’t 
equate  institutions  with  righteousness,” 
he  explained.  “Institutions  are  limiting 
and  restricting,  and  sometimes  we  get  so 
much  invested  in  them  that  we  can’t 
afford  to  respond  freely  for  fear  of 
damaging  the  institution. 

“Sure,  I  put  incense  on  the  altar  of 
institutions,”  said  Mr.  Campbell.  “But  I 
don’t  have  any  illusions  about  what  I’m 
doing,  and  I  try  to  snicker  a  little  bit  in 
the  process  so  I  don’t  get  too  serious 
about  it.” 

One  of  his  most  serious  attempts  at 
putting  incense  on  the  altar  of  institutions 
was  during  his  seminary  days  at  Yale, 
which  contrasted  sharply  with  his  rural 
upbringing  in  the  mountains  of  Ten¬ 
nessee: 

“I  remember  wondering  why  ...  if 


they  (seminary  professors)  knew 
something  about  Jesus  and  the  Gospel 
others  did  not  know,  it  could  be  shared 
only  with  those  of  us  who  were  in  the  top 
part  of  the  class  in  high  school  and  who 
had  maintained  a  steady  B  average  or 
better  in  college.  I  wondered  then  and  I 
wonder  now  what  is  so  complicated  about 
that  Jesus  and  that  Gospel  that  those  who 
were  alleged  to  know  more  than  others 
could  not  teach  it  to  my  brothers  and 
sisters  ...” 


A  matter  of  love 

Well,  in  Will’s  book  it’s  not  complicated 
—  it’s  simply  a  matter  of  love.  And  love  is 
something  that  needs  more  doing  than 
understanding:  “Love  is  a  gift.  You  can 
catch  it,  but  not  understand  it.” 

It’s  a  love,  explains  Will,  that  beckons 
one  into  reconciling,  renewing,  grace- 
filled  relationships  with  others. 

And  that  might  lead  —  as  it  often  does 
in  Will’s  case  —  into  relationships  with 
persons  who  are  looked  down  on  by  a 
large  part  of  the  culture  —  people  such  as 
snake  handlers,  Ku  Klux  Klan  members, 
rednecks  and  blacks. 

But,  adds  Will,  it’s  easy  to  stop 
worrying  about  what  other  people  think 
when  you  realize  that  “in  the  face  of  the 
affair  with  the  Almighty  everything  else 
becomes  trivia,  even  institutions.” 


Who  gets  our  help? 


Relief  exec 
gets  the  axe 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  The  "ter¬ 
mination”  of  James  MacCrackenas  head 
of  Church  World  Service  (CWS),  the 
relief  agency  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches,  effective  June  17,  was  an¬ 
nounced  here. 

A  Presbyterian  layman,  Mr.  Mac- 
Cracken  had  been  executive  director  of 
CWS,  one  of  the  nation’s  major  relief 
operations,  since  1965  and  a  staff 
member  since  1959. 

A  “mutual  agreement  of  termination” 
was  announced  by  Dr.  Eugene  Stockwell, 
head  of  the  National  Council’s  Division  of 
Overseas  Ministries,  in  which  CWS  is 
lodged. 

Contacted  at  his  home  in  New  Jersey, 
Mr.  MacCracken  said  it  would  be  fair  to 
say  he  was  “fired.” 

CWS  represents  the  cooperative  efforts 
in  relief  and  rehabilitation  of  31  of  the 
National  Council’s  constituent  Protestant 
and  Orthodox  churches.  It  has  an  annual 
budget  of  about  $25  million. 

Mr.  MacCracken  gave  three  reasons 
for  his  termination:  “Personality  con¬ 
flict  as  seen  by  Dr.  Stockwell,”  criticism 
of  CWS  among  certain  denominational 
leaders  and  overseas  church  leaders  and 
“deep  theological  differences.” 

Dr.  Stockwell  saw  the  situation  more  in 
terms  of  different  “worldviews”  and 
difficulties  in  communication  on  how 
CWS  should  approach  its  work.  He  also 
cited  criticism  of  CWS. 

That  criticism  involves  complicated 
and  divergent  views  on  how  an 
ecumenical  agency  should  conduct 
emergency  relief  efforts  and  at  the  same 
time  foster  long-term  initiatives  for 
justice,  liberation  and  development. 

Some  denominational  leaders  and 
Third  World  churchmen  feel  that  CWS 
has  too  many  links  with  governments  — 
the  U.  S.  government  which  supplies 
food  to  many  relief  agencies  and  foreign 
states  which  may  be  “repressive.” 

It  is  virtually  impossible  for  any  relief 
organization  to  avoid  contacts  with 
governments.  Yet  in  some  foreign  cir- 
'  cumstances,  relief  programs  are  sanc¬ 
tioned  by  regimes  whose  overthrow  is 
desired  by  indigenous  churches  and  U.S. 
missionary  executives. 

Mr.  MacCracken  said  he  believes  that 
a  part  of  the  New  Testament  mandate 
compels  Christians  to  respond  to  human 
“agony”  wherever  it  is  found. 

Such  a  view,  he  said,  contrasts  with 
that  of  those  who  feel  the  churches  should 
put  major  emphasis  on  achieving 
systemic  change  in  unjust  social  and 
political  structures. 

He  said  the  debate  between  these  two 
perspectives  is  “valid”  and  he  had  only 
positive  hopes  for  the  future  work  of 
CWS. 

Dr.  Stockwell  said  that  CWS  had  laid 
out  for  itself  in  1973  the  need  to  move 
toward  support  for  systemic  change  and 
education  for  self-determination  of 
developing  people. 

However,  he  continued,  “not  much 
progress  had  been  made  on  those  two 
fronts.”  He  added  that  such  priorities  in 
no  way  meant  that  CWS  would  not  con¬ 
tinue  to  respond  to  immediate  relief 
needs. 

The  NCC  executive  had  the  highest 
praise  for  Mr.  MacCracken’s  initiatives 
in  directing  CWS  as  it  has  provided  dis¬ 
aster  aid,  assisted  refugees  and  con¬ 
ducted  limited  rehabilitation. 

On  long-term  programs  of 
rehabilitation,  he  felt  that  many 
questions  have  come  up  that  require  the 
agency  to  take  a  new  look  at  itself. 

Where  human  misery  is  caused  by 
economic  social  political  conditions,  he 
suggested,  the  churches  need  to  search 
for  root  causes,  in  addition  to  giving  food 
and  clothing. 

Natural  disasters,  Dr.  Stockwell  said, 
are  another  matter.  “You  don’t  look  for 
the  cause  of  an  earthquake.  You  just 
provide  immediate  need.” 

When  human  development  is  con¬ 
cerned,  he  siad,  “I  feel  it  is  better  to 
teach  a  person  to  fish  than  give  him  a 
fish.” 


Despite  the  rain ,  spirits  soar 

SOUTH  BEND,  Ind. — It  may  have  been  raining,  but  that  didn’t  dampen  the  spirits 
of  those  attending  a  general  session  of  the  1974  International  Conference  on  the 
Charismatic  Renewal  in  the  Catholic  Church.  These  are  but  a  few  of  the  30,000  who 
came  long  distances  to  attend  the  event  at  the  University  of  Notre  Dame  for  a 
weekend  of  prayer,  healing  services  and  spiritual  fellowship. 
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the  church  today 


‘Sexist  language’  in  RSV  to  be 
studied 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  The  Revised 
Standard  Version  translation  of  the 
Psalms  verse,  “What  is  man  that  thou 
art  mindful  of  him,"  may  eventually 
read  something  like,  “What  are  people 
that  thou  art  mindful  of  them,”  as  a 
resulf  of  a  resolution  passed  here. 

The  Division  of  Education  and  Ministry 
of  the  National  Council  of  Churches, 
which  holds  the  copyright  to  the  RSV, 
voted  to  form  a  task  force  to  study 
possible  “sexist”  language  in  the  text 
and  suggest  alternate  words. 

A  second  part  of  the  action  requested 
the  RSV  Bible  committee,  a  panel  of 
males,  to  include  one  or  more  women 
scholars  in  their  number. 

The  Bible  Committee,  headed  by  Dr. 
Herbert  May,  is  in  charge  of  the  RSV 
text. 

Chaplaincy  records  held  by 
Methodists 

WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  (UMC)  -  For 
awhile  at  least,  two  United  Methodist 
ministers  represented  the  longest  and 
shortest  periods  of  service  for  Army 
chaplains. 

They  were  Chaplain  (Col.)  Holland 
Hope,  president  of  the  U.S.  Army 
Chaplain  Board,  and  Richard  D. 
Thompson,  whom  Chaplain  Hope  swore 
in  as  a  first  lieutenant. 

The  ceremony  was  at  Ft.  Meade,  Md., 
where  Chaplain  Hope  is  stationed  and 
will  retire  in  December  after  more  than 
30  years  of  active  duty.  It  was  near 
Maryland  City,  Md.,  where  Lt.  Thomp¬ 
son  has  been  pastor  of  Community 
United  Methodist  Church.  He  will  enter 
active  duty  in  July  at  Ft.  Bragg,  N.C. 

Korean  clergywoman  arrested 

NEW  YORK  (UMC)  —  A  Korean 
Methodist  clergywoman  has  been 
arrested  by  the  Korean  Central 
Intelligence  Agency,  according  to  in¬ 
formation  received  by  United  Methodist 
officials  here. 

The  Rev.  Ms.  Cho  Wha  Soon,  General 
Secretary  of  Mission  to  Labor  at  Inchon, 
was  arrested  May  14  and  as  of  May  29 
Korean  contacts  had  received  no  word  of 
charges  being  lodged  against  her. 

Reports  out  of  Korea  indicated  Ms.  Cho 
was  picked  up  by  the  KCIA  shortly  after 
she  delivered  a  speech  to  a  Christian 
women’s  group  in  which  she  related  the 
plight  of  women  workers  in  Korea  and 
Christian  responsibility  for  such  persons. 

There  have  been  numerous  instances 
of  arrests  of  religious  leaders,  in¬ 
tellectuals  and  students  in  Korea  since 
martial  law  was  declared  in  1972  and 
subsequent  emergency  decrees  have 
forbidden  any  discussion  of  the  country’s 
new  constitution  on  pain  of  trail  by 
military  court  with  imprisonment  up  to 
15  years  and  less  of  all  civil  rights. 


NCC  drops  five  top  executives 
to  create  ‘horizontal’  operation 


Two  staffers  leave  ‘Religion  and 
Race’ 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (UMC)  —  In 
order  to  return  to  their  chosen  field  of  the 
local  pastorate,  two  staff  members  left 
the  United  Methodist  Commission  on 
Religion  and  Race  in  June.  They  are  the 
Rev.  Clayton  E.  Hammond  and  the  Rev. 
Isabel  Gomez,  both  associate  executive 
secretaries. 

The  commission  is  now  receiving 
applications  for  the  two  posts,  which  will 
be  filled  by  a  black  person  and  a  Hispanic 
person,  hopefully  this  summer,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Rev.  Woodie  W.  White, 
executive  secretary.  He  said  it  is  hoped 
that  one  of  the  new  staff  members  will  be 
a  woman. 

Mr.  Hammond  has  returned  to 
Whatcoat  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Dover,  Del.,  where  he  served  for  four 
years  before  coming  to  the  staff. 

Mr.  Gomez  came  to  the  Washington 
staff  in  1970  from  a  pastorate  in  Seguin, 
Tex.,  and  will  now  be  pastor  of  El  Mesias 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Houston. 
Both  are  in  the  Rio  Grande  Conference, 
where  he  was  active  in  social  concerns 
and  evangelism. 

Methodist  gets  IFCO  post 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  A  United 
Methodist  domestic  mission  executive  is 
the  new  president  of  the  director  of  the 
Interreligious  Foundation  for  Com¬ 
munity  Organization  (IFCO). 

Dr.  Paul  Stauffer  was  elected  by  the 
IFCO  board  of  directors  to  succeed  the 
Rev.  Atha  Baugh  of  the  American 
Baptist  Home  Mission  Societies. 

The  new  president  is  assistant  general 
secretary  for  parish  community  ministry 
in  the  National  Division  of  the  United 
Methodist  mission  agency. 

IFCO’s  board  also  approved  grants  of 
$320,553  for  U.S.  and  foreign  projects 
involved  in  self-development  of 
minorities. 

Methodists  in  Australia 
vote  on  church  union 

MELBOURNE,  Australia  —  Decisions 
made  here  in  May  committed  the 
Methodists  of  Australia  to  church  union 
within  two  years. 

In  special  sessions  the  General  Con¬ 
ference  of  the  Methodist  Church  and  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  approved  entry  into  a  new 
“Uniting  Church  of  Australia,”  which 
will  also  include  the  Congregational 
Church. 

Under  discussion  for  about  20  years, the 
union  is  expected  to  be  officially 
inaugurated  in  June  1976.  The  President- 
General  Elect  of  the  Methodist  Church  of  ,\ 
Australasia,  the  Rev.  Winston  O’Reilly, 
has  been  appointed  as  the  liaison  officer 
between  the  governir.:.  !  lisoi  the  three 
churches. 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  Five  top 
executives  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  are  being  dropped  to  make  way 
for  a  new  “horizontal”  and  “open” 
method  of  operation  around  the  office  of 
the  organization’s  new  general 
secretary. 

“Early  retirement”  for  the  five  men, 
all  60  years  old  or  older,  was  confirmed 
here  by  Claire  Randall,  the  general 
secretary  who  took  office  in  January. 

The  five  executives  involved  are: 

Dr.  David  Hunter,  deputy  general 
secretary  since  1963.  An  Episcopal 
Church  clergyman,  he  was  formerly 
head  of  the  Episcopal  Department  of 
Christian  Education  and  president  of  the 
denomination’s  Sea  bury  Press. 

Fletcher  Coates,  director,  Department 
of  Information  of  the  NCC,  since  1960.  An 
Episcopal  Church  layman  he  was  named 
an  associate  director  of  the  department 
in  1953. 

The  Rev.  H.  Leroy  Brininger,  associate 
general  secretary  for  administration  of 
the  National  Council.  He  joined  NCC  as 
associate  director  of  the  Joint  Com¬ 
mission  on  Missionary  Education  in  1953 
and  later  became  director  of  the  com¬ 
mission.  He  is  a  United  Methodist 
clergyman. 

The  Rev.  Donald  Landwer,  assistant 
general  secretary  for  denominational 
support.  An  NCC  veteran,  he  was  named 
director  of  finance  in  1957.  He  is  also 
United  Methodist. 

The  Rev.  J.  Allan  Ranck,  an  NCC  of¬ 
ficial  since  1967  when  he  became  general 
secretary  to  Dr.  Espy.  A  United 
Methodist  clergyman,  he  was  a  minister 
of  the  Evangelical  United  Brethren 
Church  (EUB)  before  merger  of  the 
denominations. 

Dr.  Randall  said  during  an  interview  at 
her  office  in  the  Interchurch  Center  here 
that  she  anticipated  “a  different  con¬ 
figuration”  of  responsibilities  of  the  staff 
immediately  linked  to  the  general 
secretariat. 

“I  am  committed  to  a  collegial, 
facilitative,  open,  flexible  style  of  func¬ 
tioning,”  Dr.  Randall  said,  recalling  a 


report  she  recently  made  to  the  NCC 
staff.  “I  believe  this  is  the  direction  the 
governing  board  primarily  wants  to  go, 
as  expressed  through  the  recent  NCC 
restructure  and  my  election  as  general 
secretary. 

“I  have  come  to  believe  that  we  must 
move  toward  this  more  rapidly  than  I 
had  thought  if  we  are  to  make  a  real 
impact  on  the  life  of  the  Churches  and  the 
nation.” 

Dr.  Randall  said  that  the  early 
retirements  do  not  in  any  way  “reflect  on 
the  personal  integrity  of  any  person.” 

The  NCC  general  secretary  said  she 
had  discussed  the  early  retirement  with 
each  of  the  men  affected,  and  that  the 
executive  committee  of  the  Council’s 
policy-making  governing  board  sup¬ 
ported  the  direction  she  was  taking  to 
move  away  from  “vertical”  ad¬ 
ministration. 

A  sub-committee  of  the  executive 
committee  has  been  named  to  handle 
personnel  matters  and  procedures  in 
implementing  the  changes,  including 
such  matters  as  pensions  and  annuities. 

The  termination  of  services  of  the  five 
executives  is  to  be  made  not  later  than 
January  1975,  though  at  their  option  they 
may  leave  sooner. 

In  the  new  managerial  style  being 
planned,  six  associate  general 
secretaries  and  the  one  deputy  general 
secretary  will  be  reduced  to  four 
associate  general  secretaries.  Three  of 
the  associates  will  head  the  existing 
program  divisions,  as  is  currently  the 
case.  The  fourth  associate  general 
secretary  will  be  responsible  for 
relationships  with  the  NCC’s  31 
Protestant  and  Orthodox  member 
Churches. 

The  person  who  holds  that  post  will  also 
develop  dialogue  with  evangelical 
communions  outside  the  NCC  and  will 
provide  special  staff  services  for  the 
governing  board. 

In  the  future  structure  of  the  National 
Council,  three  new  offices  will  be  held  by 
assistant  general  secretaries  —  Office  of 


Charitable  deductions  not 
endangered  by  Congress 


WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (RNS)  —  The 
research  director  of  the  Baptist  Joint 
Committee  on  Public  Affairs  has  an¬ 
nounced  that  the  current  Congress  is  not 
planning  any  action  that  would  affect 
tax -deductible  contributions  to  churches 
or  tax-free  housing  allowances  for 
ministers. 

John  W.  Baker  issued  a  report  through 
Baptist  Press  to  quash  rumors  that  such 
proposals  have  been  made.  (See 
TM/  UMR  editorial,  May  10,  1974). 

He  declared  that  “the  research 
department  of  the  Baptist  Joint  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Public  Affairs  in  Washington 
has  checked  and  double-checked 
authoritative  sources  of  information  and 
has  determined  that  Congress,  in  the 
foreseeable  future,  has  no  plans  or  in¬ 
tentions  of  tax-reform  legislation  to  dis¬ 
continue  the  income-tax  deductibility 
of  contributions  or  to  require  ministers  to 
pay  taxes  on  their  housing  allowances.” 

In  his  report,  Mr.  Baker  recalled  that 
in  1972  the  Mills-Mansfield  Bill  was  in¬ 
troduced  as  an  effort  to  re-examine  each 
instance  of  special  tax  treatment  over  a 
three-year  period  and  then  do  away  with 
such  exemptions  “if  good  reasons  could 
not  be  found  for  retaining  the  special  and 
favorable  treatment.” 

But  he  noted  that  less  than  a  month 
after  the  bill  was  introduced,  Rep.  Wilbur 
Mills  (D-Ark.),  one  of  the  sponsors, 
“repudiated  it  in  a  speech  in  New  York," 
and  that  the  bill  “officially  died  with  the 
end  of  the  92nd  Congress  in  January 
1973.” 

Although  a  similar  bill  was  introduced 
in  the  93rd  Congress  by  Rep.  John  Heinz 
(R-Pa.),  Mr.  Baker  said,  that 
Congressman  “publicly  abandoned  his 
bill  in  a  speech  on  the  floor  of  the  House 
of  Representatives”  in  April  1974. 


The  Baptist  Joint  Committee  official 
declared  that  “no  bills  are  currently 
alive  in  Congress  which  would  abolish 
either  the  tax  deductibility  of  gifts  to 
churches,  schools  and  other  public 
charities  or  the  tax-free  status  of 
ministers’  housing  allowances.  No 
committees  —  either  the  regular 
standing  committees  or  a  ‘blue  ribbon’ 
special  committee  —  are  holding 
hearings  or  contemplating  holding 
hearings.” 

As  a  result  of  false  rumors,  Mr.  Baker 
commented,  “Congress  has  been  flooded 
with  letters  of  protest,  educational 
organizations  have  been  urged  to  mount 
a  major  lobbying  effort,  and  represen¬ 
tatives  of  religious  interests  have 
received  concerned  inquiries  from 
churches  all  across  the  nation.” 

He  said  that  it  is  “highly  desirable  that 
citizens  participate  in  the  political 
processes  and  that  they  exercise  their 
constitutional  right  to  petition  their 
government  in  a  number  of  ways  — 
including  the  writing  of  letters  to 
members  of  Congress."  But,  Mr.  Baker 
cautioned,  “if  a  citizen’s  contacts  with 
government  come  as  a  result  of  faulty, 
out-of-date,  or  false  information  he  or  she 
may  appear  to  be  uniformed,  and  his  or 
her  views  might  be  largely  ignored.” 

The  result,  the  Baptist  Joint  Com¬ 
mittee  official  added,  could  be  a 
“situation  dangerously  close  to  that  ot 
the  boy  who  cried  wolf  —  a  later  letter 
from  the  same  person  (or  constituency) 
based  on  sound  and  correct  information 
might  also  be  ignored  or  disregarded. 
The  volume  of  church-originated  mail  on 
dead  legislation  is  damaging  the 
credibility  of  the  church  in  the  eyes  of 
government.” 


Personnel  and  Administration;  Office  of 
Research,  Evaluation  and  Planning  and 
Office  of  Finance. 

The  Office  of  Communication  and 
Interpretation,  Dr.  Randall  said,  will 
have  no  general  officer.  There  will  be  a 
director  of  communication  with  news 
responsibility  and  a  director  of  in¬ 
terpretation,  she  said. 

A  new  position  of  special  assistant  for 
minority  communication  and  in¬ 
terpretation  has  been  established.  The 
Rev.  Maynard  Catchings,  formerly 
associate  general  secretary  for  com¬ 
munication  and  interpretation,  will  hold 
that  new  post  beginning  Jan.  1. 

Dr.  Randall  declined  at  this  time  to 
discuss  details  of  how  the  terminations  of 
the  five  men  were  decided. 

The  issue  of  administrative  staff 
changes  was  discussed  by  the  NCC 
executive  committee  at  a  regular 
meeting  on  June  12.  No  official  statement 
was  issued  at  that  time. 

One  of  those  dismissed,  Dr.  Hunter 
pointed  out  that  the  changes  were  called 
for  in  a  restructure  document  approved 
in  December  1972  by  the  NCC’s  last 
General  Assembly. 

Implementation  of  that  document,  he 
added,  was  what  Dr.  Randall  was  hired 
to  carry  out.  “This  is  no  half-baked, 
tyrannical  act  on  her  part,"  he  said. 

The  five  men  terminated  have  a  total  of 
80  years  of  service  with  the  National 
Council  of  Churches. 


Sagata  Needs 
A  "Mother" 
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Seven-year-old  Sagata’s  eyes 
speak  of  hunger  for  affection.  Her 
mother  ran  away  and  left  the 
family.  Our  orphanage  superin¬ 
tendent  in  India  found  Sagata  and 
her  father  and  brother  living  in  a 
collapsed  mud  hut.  On  faith,  we 
took  Sagata  into  our  orphanage, 
but  we  need  someone’s  love  and 
financial  help  to  keep  her  there. 

WHAT  YOU  CAN  DO 
Sponsoring  Sagata  or  some  other 
child  in  one  of  our  orphanages  in 
India,  Korea,  or  Brazil  will  be  a 
rewarding  experience  for  an  indi¬ 
vidual,  a  family,  or  a  group.  The 
cost  is  but  $10  a  month.  We  will 
send  you  complete  information  on 
“your”  child  and  you  may  write 
him  if  you  wish.  WORLD’S  CHILD¬ 
REN,  INC.  is  approved  by  the  U.S. 
government  so  that  payments  are 
tax  deductible.  Investing  in  a  child 
is  investing  in  eternity. 


Tf? 


1  with  to  sponsor  a  ohl 

need  It  greatest _ 

1  prefer  a  child  In 


Enclosed  It  payment  for  first 
Full  year _ 


Name _ 

Strcet_ 


WRITE  TO:  Rer.  A  Mrs.  Albert  E.  Pur- 
vlance,  WORLD'S  CHILDREN,  Inc.,  Box  82S, 
Cheyenne,  Wyoming  83001. 
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Don  Cottrill  named  Youth  Director 
on  General  Board  of  Discipleship 
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BOWDOIN-SOWDER  CRUSADE:  Mr. 
Jimmy  Sowder,  Director  of  the  Bowdoin- 
Sowder  Crusades  of  Orlando,  Florida 
conducted  a  workshop  June  13  at  the 
Southside  church  in  Monroe  in 
preparation  for  the  upcoming  Crusade 
set  for  Oct.  13-20  at  the  Civic  Center  in 
Monroe.  The  Crusade  is  to  be  sponsored 
by  the  sixty-one  United  Methodist 
Churches  in  the  Monroe  District,  Rev. 
Clyde  Frazier,  superintendent. 

J.W.  Wilson  named 
to  Pensions 

Rev.  J.  W.  Wilson,  pastor  of  Hartzell 
church,  New  Orleans,  has  been  named 
co-chairman  of  the  Louisiana  Conference 
Board  of  Pensions,  according  to  an  an¬ 
nouncement  by  Rev.  Roy  Mouser, 
chairman.  Mr.  Mouser  was  recently 
named  a  member  of  the  General  Board  of 
Pensions  of  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

Cabinet  names 
Harrington  chairman 

Dr.  Robert  F.  Harrington,  New 
Orleans  District  superintendent,  has 
been  elected  chairman  of  the  cabinet  for 
the  Conference  year  1974-1975.  He  suc¬ 
ceeds  the  Rev.  W.  Ralph  Cain,  who  has 
served  for  the  past  year. 

The  Rev.  Clyde  C.  Frazier,  Monroe 
District  superintendent,  has  been  named 
“ secrelKfy'  olTHe "cabinet ,  succeeding  The 
Rev.  Edward  R.  Thomas,  now  Ruston 
District  Superintendent. 

The  cabinet  is  made  up  of  all  the  9 
District  superintendents,  who  work 
closely  with  Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield 
in  helping  to  carry  on  specific  work  of  the 
Conference. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Cain,  as  Area  Provost, 
also  serves  on  the  cabinet. 

Around  our 
Conference 

Rev.  Donald  R.  Avery,  pastor  of  the 
Neely  church,  Baton  Rouge,  was  the 
guest  speaker  at  the  Lodge  of  Sorrow, 
presented  by  the  M.  W.  Prince  Hall 
Grande  Lodge,  F.  and  A.  M.  of  Louisiana 
in  Monroe,  June  19.  He  delivered  the 
eulogy  for  the  occasion. 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Rob  Crichlow,  and  their 
sons  Scott  and  Morris  were  honored  June 
19  by  the  Trinity  church  of  Jennings, 
upon  their  return  to  serve  that  church  for 
another  year.  A  church  dinner  was  held 
with  theme,  a  royal  court  representation 
with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Crichlow  as  king  and 
queen. 

Rev.  John  Guyre  and  his  family:  Mrs. 
Guyre,  Alice  Ann,  John  Jr.,  Judy  Marie 
and  Brian  Keith  were  honored  June  16  at 
the  Port  Barre  church  upon  the  occasion 
of  his  .  being  newly  assigned  to  that 
charge.  Thirty-seven  persons  were  in 
attendance.  Mrs.  Lloyd  Higdon  was  in 
charge  of  the  occasion. 

Youth  of  First  church,  Lafayette, 
recently  elected  their  officers  for  the  new 
conference  year,  including:  Elaine 
Burley,  president;  Warren  Bares,  vice 
president;  Francis  Lewis,  Secretary- 
treasurer;  Beverly  Hamm  and  Keith 
Hill,  as  representatives;  and  Ron  Hill, 
Ducan  Smith  and  Jennifer  Smith  as 
membership  committee  members. 

Kathy  Dobbs  of  Bossier  city  writes  to 
ask  that  if  anyone  has  a  song  they  have 
Written  which  could  be  put  in  the  Con¬ 
ference  Song  Book  for  the  Conference 
Youth  Team,  please  write  to  her  at  1912 
Ray  Avenue,  Bossier  City,  Louisiana 
71010. 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Virgil  Morris  are 
spending  a  year  in  exchange  pastoral 
work  in  Australia,  according  to  a 
message  from  Bishop  Crutchfield.  Dr. 
Morris’  address  is:  2  Valley  Road, 
Lindfield  N.S.W.  2070,  Australia.  Both 
have  worked  hard  this  year  and  are 
happy  and  well.  They  will  be  returning 
home  in  the  not  too  distant  future. 

First  Church.  Lake  Charles,  recently 
completed  a  successful  vacation  church 
school  with  a  total  of  103  children 
enrolled,  ages  3  through  12,  with  40  adults 
and  young  people  guiding  them  in  their 
studies  and  play. 

First  church,  Homer,  observed 
Memorial  Day  with  homecoming  and 
dinner,  May  26.  A  note  burning  ceremony 
was  held,  with  board  chairman  Harry 
McKenzie,  Mrs.  Duane  Rhea,  UMW 
president,  and  O.  P.  “Pete”  Pearson, 
finance  chairman.  Rev.  Cleburne  W. 
Quaid  is  pastor. 


Church  Development  Fund 


serves  churches, 

The  United  Methodist  Development 
fund  offers  an  alternative  to  United 
Methodist  investors  who  may  be  con¬ 
cerned  about  issues  of  social  respon¬ 
sibilities  of  corporations. 

Instead  of  investing  in  stocks  and 
bonds  of  companies  which  may  make 
military  products,  have  extensive 
holdings  in  southern  Africa  or  have 
adverse  effects  on  the  environment, 
United  Methodists,  through  UMDF,  help 
build  churches.  At  the  same  time,  they 
get  a  good  return  on  their  money. 

“What  is  unique  about  our  fund  is  that 
all  the  capital  must  be  supplied  by  in¬ 
dividual  United  Methodists  or  their 
church  agencies,”  said  the  Rev.  H.  Paul 
Smith,  a  National  Division  staff  member 
who  is  fund  executive  secretary. 
“Individuals  can  invest  as  little  as  $100 
for  which  they  will  receive  6>  2%  annually 
at  the  current  rate.  All  the  money,  except 
necessary  capital  reserves,  is  put  to  work 
for  building  loans  for  their  fellow  United 
Methodists.” 


investors 

Right  now,  the  fund  seeks  an  additional 
$14  million  in  investments  to  help  meet  a 
continuing  demand  for  church  building 
loans  because  of  the  serious  shortage  of 
mortgage  money  in  the  commercial 
market.  UMDF  charges  individual 
congregations  a  7Vi>%  interest  rate  on 
loans,  compared  with  the  8>2  to  9% 
current  mortgage  rate  of  most  banks  and 
other  commercial  lending  agencies. 

One  of  the  largest,  if  not  the  largest, 
church-sponsored  investment  funds, 
UMDF  was  founded  in  1960  by  the  former 
Methodist  church.  A  congregation  may 
borrow  up  to  $350,000.  “Our  fund  has 
never  sponsored  building  of  ‘cathedrals’, 
that  is,  multi-million  dollar  new  church¬ 
es,”  said  Mr.  Smith.  “Instead,  we 
usually  help  new  congregations  finance 
additional  buildings,  such  as  education 
centers,  fellowship  halls,  or  par¬ 
sonages.” 

The  UMDF  may  be  contacted  through 
Mr.  Smith  at  475  Riverside  Drive,  3rd 
Floor,  New  York.  N  Y.  10027. 


4 Church  School ’ 
article  written 
by  Don  Cottrill 

An  article  by  the  Rev  Don  C.  Cottrill, 
former  Associate  Louisiana  Conference 
council  director  of  education,  will  appear 
in  the  September  issue  of  THE  CHURCH 
SCHOOL  magazine,  a  United  Methodist 
resource  for  church  school  ad¬ 
ministrators. 

“New  Family  Nights  at  Noel”  is  an 
account  of  intergenerational  activities  at 
Noel  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Shreveport. 

For  two  Sunday  evenings  last  October 
members  and  guests  of  the  church  came 
together  to  share  dinner,  devotions,  and 
interest  groups.  The  latter  included  art, 
drama,  music,  book  reviews,  stitchery, 
square  dancing,  and  journalism  and 
writing,  led  by  persons  throughout  the 
church  and  community. 

Mr.  Cottrill  reports  on  the  problems 
and  mistakes  as  well  as  the  benefits  of 
this  experiment  and  suggests  that  the 
interpersonal  involvement  it  generated 
makes  imperative  a  review  of  traditional 
education  programs. 

District  picnics 
held  for  pastors 

Parsonage  families  in  several  districts 
gathered  for  picnics  in  some  of  the  state’s 
parks  recently  to  introduce  newly  ap¬ 
pointed  pastors  and  their  wives  to  each 
other  and  the  rest  of  the  district 
ministers. 

In  the  Lafayette  district,  Rev.  Kenneth 
McDowell,  superintendent,  hosted  such  a 
gathering  under  the  stately  Fisherman’s 
Tree  in  the  church  yard  at  Patterson 
church  on  the  bank  of  the  historic  Bayou 
Teche.  The  three-hour  long  event  in¬ 
cluded  business  for  the  preachers, 
swimming  and  boating  for  the  youth,  and 
fellowship  for  the  parsonettes,  with  the 
iiigh  spot  coming  with  a  feast  of  boiled 
ahrimp. and  crabs  provided  by  the  Revs. 
George  Sherman,  host  pastor,  and  Ted 
Howes,  co-h«j)St. 

In  the  New  Orleans  District,  Dr. 
Robert  F.  Harrington,  superintendent, 
held  his  district  gathering  on  the 
lakefront  of  Lake  Ponchartrain  at  the 
Mardi  Gras  fountain.  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Harrington  have  served  since  1969  and 
will  be  leaving  for  a  new  post  on  Aug.  1, 
so  the  meeting  was  a  hello  and  goodby 
affair. 

Zemurray  Park  in  the  Hammond 
District  was  the  site  where  Rev.  William 
P.  Fraser,  superintendent  held  his 
district's  meeting.  Mrs.  Byrl  (Martha) 
Moreland  was  elected  president  of  the 
parsonettes. 


From  our  readers 


TOM  THUMB  WEDDING:  Shown  are  the  main  participants  in  a  “Tom  Thumb” 
wedding  at  the  Brook  church  in  New  Orleans  which  took  place  May  26.  The  children, 
aged  4  to  8  years  old,  were  church  members  and  friends  from  the  neighborhood. 
Mrs.  Aline  Certair  and  Mrs.  Lois  Gordon  sponsored  the  event,  and  Rev.  H.  L. 
Stewart,  Jr.  is  the  pastor. 


RECEPTION  HONORS  RETIREES:  A  reception  in  honor  of  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Ernest 
M.  Dill  and  Rev.  and  Mrs.  W.  F.  Howell,  who  retired  at  the  recent  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  session,  was  held  May  26  in  Monroe  District  parsonage.  Shown  are  [LEFT  TO 
RIGHT]:  Monroe  District  superintendent  Rev.  Clyde  C.  Frazier,  Jr.  and  wife 
Adelaide  and  the  Rev.  W.  F.  Howell  and  wife,  Doris.  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Dill  were  not 
able  to  attend. 


NEW  TANGIPAHOA  CHURCH:  A  service  of  Consecration  of  the  new  sanctuary  of 
the  Tangipahoa  church  was  held  June  30,  with  Rev.  William  Fraser,  Hammond 
district  superintendent  bringing  the  message.  Rev.  William  Proctor,  pastor,  and 
Rev. Gary  Van  Horn,  a  former  pastor,  also  took  part  in  the  ceremony. 


THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST  is 
pleased  to  present  the  following  con¬ 
tributions  by  some  of  our  readers:  one, 
an  open  letter  to  those  churches 
receiving  a  new  pastor  after  Annual 
Conference;  two,  a  statement  “Here  I 
Stand”;  and  a  poem  welcoming  a  new 
pastor  and  his  family. 

AN  OPEN  LETTER 
Dear  Friends; 

This  month  marks  the  beginning  of  a 
new  ministerial  year  in  our  church. 
Many  of  you  have  lost  pastors  whom  you 
have  grown  to  love  dearly.  You  are  just 
now  becoming  acquainted  with  your  new 
minister.  I  pray,  you  are  looking  forward 
to  the  times  ahead  with  this  new'  pastor. 

So  often  this  is  not  the  case.  Many  of  us 
tend  to  make  comparisons.  We  also  tend 
to  believe  that  “no  one”  can  take  the 
place  of  our  former  beloved  pastor.  Of 
course  not,  but  each  and  every  minister 
is  entitled  to  his  own  place  in  the  lives  of 
our  congregations. 

Meet  and  greet  him  with  open  arms  as 
well  as  an  open  heart  and  mind.  Give  him 
a  real  chance  to  become  an  important 
part  of  your  life.  You  know  your 
ministerial  family  has  just  left  the 
security  of  loved  ones,  also.  Your  church 
is,  in  a  way,  new  and  strange,  too.  But 
you  can  be  assured  that  they  come  with 
every  expectation  of  growing  with  your 
congregation  and  becoming  secure  with 
you.  too. 

This  new  pastor  will  be  different.  He  is 
a  human  being  with  his  own  personality. 
He  may  not  be  quite  as  outgoing  as  your 
former  pastor.  He  may  not  conduct  his 
services  in  the  same  familiar  way.  His 
speech  may  be  quieter  or  louder.  He  may 
be  reserved  or  appear  overbearing.  But 
this  is  “his”  way.  Make  up  your  mind  to 
accept  him  for  himself.  Make  the  most  of 
all  his  good  qualities  and  I  can  assure  you 
there  will  be  many  for  he  was  chosen  by 
God  to  spend  his  life  dedicated  to  the 
service  of  the  Lord.  Therefore, 
ministering  tp  you  and  yours. 

Pray  for  him  and  his  family.  Pray 
for  his  ministry.  While  you  are  at  it,  pray 
for  yourselves  and  members  of  your 
congregation,  that  you  might  come  to 


love  this  new  pastor  and  his  family. 

It  is  my  prayer  that  this  open  letter  will 
help  you  to  accept  your  new  minister 
without  reservation,  as  Christ  would 
have  you  to  do.  God  bless  you  and  your 
church  and  may  He  look  with  favor  upon 
your  congregation. 

Prayerfully, 

Mrs.  Ted  L.  Beavers 
Shreveport,  Louisiana 

WELCOME, 

BRO.  GUYRE  AND  FAMILY 
TO  PORT  BARRE 
UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH 
Welcome.  Brother  John  and  Alice 
And  all  your  family  clan 
We  think  you’ll  find  our  members 
The  finest  in  the  land. 

We  extend  a  hearty  welcome 
Gladly  lend  a  helping  hand 
Our  need  is  great  for  leadership 
You  will  soon  understand. 

Hospitality  abounds 
Our  love  for  God  is  true 
You  will  feel  that  love  expressed 
In  all  we  say  and  do. 

As  we  start  our  year  together 
God’s  blessings  we  will  share 
For  love  and  Christian  service 
Are  needed  everywhere. 

Now,  we  bid  you  welcome 
Trusting  you  will  find 
A  wealth  of  love  and  friendship 
And  will  bless  the  ties  that  bind. 

Mary  W.  Gee 
Port  Barre,  Louisiana 

HERE  I  STAND 
By  LOUISE  D.  HAYES 
I  am  a  Methodist,  and  I  think  it’s  about 
time  for  United  Methodists  to  take  a 
stand.  We  are  probably  the  most 
generous  and  possibly  the  least  un¬ 
derstood  people  in  America. 

Methodist  people,  as  a  rule,  are  an 
intelligent,  well-behaved  and  responsible 
people.  Their  ministers  don’t  tell  them 
they  have  to  be  baptized  a  certain  way,  or 
receive  the  Holy  Spirit  in  a  certain  way, 


or  make  them  tithe  or  pay  a  certain 
amount,  or  tell  them  that  if  they  don’t 
come  to  church  and  pay  regularly,  their 
names  will  be  removed  from  the  church 
roll.  In  fact,  our  ministers  are  so  busy 
that  they  depend  on  the  laymen  a  lot.  We 
are  proud  of  that,  because  it  is  our  church 
and  we  want  to  serve  God  through  it.  We 
can  sit  quietly  and  with  dignity  and  feel 
God’s  presence.  We  know  the  meaning  of 
“Be  Still  and  know  that  I  am  God.” 

We  have  been  accused  of  having  a 
“form  of  godliness,”  by  people  who  do 
not  use  order.  But,  I  wonder  if  God  isn’t 
displeased  by  judgers? 

As  Methodists,  we  should  not  be 
bragging  because  we  can  lose  our  ex¬ 
perience  by  being  proud  —  but  I,  for  one, 
am  happy  to  belong  to  a  church  founded 
on  a  method  of  doing  things. 

So,  come  all  you  United  Methodist 
people  and  thank  God  for  your  church. 
Remember  the  vows  you  made  at  the 
altar  -  and  be  a  good,  happy  Methodist ! 


60TI1  ANNIVERSARY:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H. 
J.  Boyet,  now  residents  of  the  Pine  Hill 
Nursing  Home  in  Quitman  recently 
celebrated  their  60th  wedding  an¬ 
niversary.  The  Boyets  were  married 
Dec.  28,  1913  in  Dermott,  Arkansas,  and 
settled  in  Hodge  in  1918,  where  they 
resided  until  1972.  They  have  been 
members  of  the  Hodge  church  49  years. 


Rev.  Donald  C.  Cottrill,  associate 
director  of  the  Louisiana  Conference 
Council  on  Ministries,  director  of 
education  and  youth  activities  coor¬ 
dinator,  has  been  named  to  the  section  on 
Services  to  Age  Level  Coordinators  of  the 
General  Board  of  Discipleship’s  Division 
on  Lay  Life  and  Work,  according  to  an 
announcement  by  Dr.  Melvin  G.  Talbert, 
General  Secretary.  Mr.  Cottrill  assumed 
his  new  position  July  1. 

Three  other  persons  were  named  to  the 
staff  of  the  newly  created  section  by  Dr. 
Talbert :  Ronald  T.  Lynch,  of  Gainesville, 
Fla.;  Mrs.  Lina  H.  McCord  and  Rev. 
Richard  Monroe,  both  of  Nashville.  As 
stated  above,  Mr.  Cottrill  will  specialize 
in  services  to  youth  ministries  coor¬ 
dinators;  Mr.  Lynch  to  adult  ministries; 
Mrs.  McCord  to  family  ministries,  and 
Mr.  Monroe  to  children’s  ministries. 

The  Division  of  Lay  Life  and  Work  has 
created  as  an  entity  of  the  Board  of 
Discipleship  by  the  1972  General  Con¬ 
ference,  but  has  remained  largely  un¬ 
staffed  since  that  time.  The  delay,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Dr.  David  W.  Self,  Associate 
General  Secretary,  has  been  caused  by 
the  time  needed  to  resolve  conflicts  in 
legislation  which  assigned  similar  tasks 
to  two  divisions  within  the  board. 

Mr.  Cottrill,  who  served  on  the 


Cottrill 


Louisiana  Conference  Council  staff  for 
three  years,  has  served  student 
pastorates  in  Tennessee  and  was  a  public 
school  music  teacher  in  Wayne  County, 
W.  Va.  He  is  a  member  of  the  United 
Methodist  Council  on  Youth  Ministries. 
He  has  his  BA  Degree  in  music  education 
from  Marshall  University,  Huntington, 
W.  Va.;  and  his  Master  of  Divinity 
Degree  from  Vanderbilt  University, 
Nashville. 


Bishop’s  Message 

Could  we  now  have  a  little  homily?  Let  us  base  it  upon  the  oft  used  word 
“ecology.” 

On  the  military  trip  recently  undertaken  to  the  Far  East,  I  was  impressed 
with  the  fact  that  in  Tokyo,  where  the  air  can  be  highly  polluted,  one  may  pay  a 
quarter  for  a  few  whiffs  of  oxygen  provided  by  a  vending  machine!  The  con¬ 
tinued  deterioration  of  air,  land,  and  water  should  be  a  matter  of  deep  concern 
for  all  men  and  women  of  faith,  for  if  we  are  to  believe  the  most  rational,  calm, 
and  unbiased  evidence  now  submitted  scientifically  and  through  common-sense 
observation,  the  ecological  crisis  is  more  acute  than  when  first  noted. 

Many  of  our  rivers  are  open  sewers,  the  ocean  edge  is  becoming  likewise. 
Eastern  seaboard  people  continue  to  dump  their  wastes  off  our  Louisiana 
coasts.  Animals  continue  to  die  from  eating  the  remaining  fish  in  the  Great 
Lakes.  Entire  species  of  birds  have  disappeared  in  the  last  decade,  and  the 
endangered  lists  of  animals  is  rapidly  growing.  The  air  is  less  clean; 
respiratory  infections  rise.  Waste  treatment  plants  for  great  cities  are  un¬ 
derdeveloped,  our  mineral  and  natural  resources  are  actually  running  out. 

Our  grandchildren  may  therefore  live  in  a  deprived  nation,  and  in  poverty. 
And  the  worst  of  it  is  that  people  who  ten  years  ago  championed  environmental 
causes  and  ecological  considerations  are  becoming  woefully  wearied.  They 
have  been  battered,  bruised,  and  clawed  at  for  raising  the  questions. 
Responsible  environmental  scientists  who  are  almost  unanimous  in  their  alarm 
are  being  scoffed  as  crackpots.  The  conservation,  anti-littering,  and  pollution 
fighters  are  in  serious-disarray  and  in  full  retreat.  Massive,  well-financed 
campaigns  continue  to  be  directed  against  them,  and  we  see  our  generation 
selfishly  using  up  everything,  polluting  the  residue,  leaving  the  future  to  a 
certain  social,  spiritual,  and  economic  strangulation. 

Do  we  fail  to  see  the  ecological  challenge  in  true  perspective?  Is  this  whole 
problem  not  a  moral  and  religious  one?  I  like  the  words  of  Richard  Wilson  who 
said,  “Religion  is  that  which  has  to  do  with  such  issues  as  life  and  death  and  our 
destiny.  Ecology  by  definition  then  is  not  primarily  an  economic  question  of 
corporate  profits  or  jobs,  but  one  which  deals  with  our  ultimate  destiny.  The 
question  of  profits  and  jobs  is  an  important  one,  but  insignificant  compared  to 
the  question  of  human  survival  ...” 

Therefore,  let  us  not  become  enervated  in  the  struggle  so  recently  begun.  The 
ecological  task  is  a  part  and  parcel  of  our  mission  as  God’s  people  and  the 
Church.  Ecology  is  a  religious  word,  for  it  too  is  a  word  of  life. 

Faithfully, 

Finis  A.  Crutchfield  / J 


pAGE  2 

Edi  I  or  id  Is  ««««» 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Here  I  Stand 


JULY  5,  1974 


God’s  contemporary  call 


As  the  198th  anniversary  of  our  nation’s 
birth  is  observed,  many  of  us  are  so 
pained  —  by  the  past  year’s  revelations 
of  political  corruption  and  by  the  current 
state  of  political  uncertainty  —  that  we 
scarcely  feel  like  celebrating. 

Could  it  be  that  Christian  citizens  who 
feel  thus  pained  are  failing  to  see  the 
forest  for  the  trees? 

Consider,  for  instance,  ‘‘America  the 
Beautiful.”  In  the  second  verse,  poet 
Katherine  Lee  Bates  has  given  us  a 
prayer:  “America!  America!  God  mend 
thine  every  flaw.” 

Our  tendency  is  immediately  to  begin 
cataloging  the  nation’s  flaws.  We  can 
name  them  one  by  one,  tree  by  tree,  until 
even  the  most  stout-hearted  citizen  is 
depressed. 

But  if  we  stop  with  listing  the  nation’s 
flaws,  then  we  are  focusing  on  the  wrong 
word  of  the  verse.  Miss  Bates  was  not 
accenting  the  nation’s  flaws;  she  was 
accenting  God. 

This  is  precisely  where  our  accent  as 
Christians  should  be  today  —  on  the  Lord 
of  history. 

If  we  accept  the  biblical  witness  that 
God  acted  amid  the  topsy-turvy  affairs  of 
ancient  Israel,  then  we  ought  also  to 
recognize  that  His  purposes  can  triumph 
amid  the  myriad  of  flaws  in  con¬ 
temporary  America. 

Among  the  people  of  Israel  God 
achieved  His  purposes  through  unique, 
often  non-political,  ways.  He  counted 
upon  the  faith  of  the  common  person.  He 
called  on  each  person  to  believe,  to  pray. 

Whatever  happened 
to  hypocrisy? 

Hypocrisy  is  an  evil  frequently  flailed 
in  these  columns. 

In  a  recent  commentary  in  his  church 
bulletin,  the  Rev.  James  R.  Adams  of  St. 
Mark’s  Episcopal  Church  in  Washington, 
D.C.  offered  another  way  of  looking  at 
hypocrisy.  We  believe  his  thought- 
provoking  comments  are  worth  con¬ 
sidering  —  at  least  by  those  not  com¬ 
mitted  to  “striving  for  perfection.” 

“During  our  recent  Sunday-morning 
considerations  of  power  and  politics,  I 
was  reminded  of  the  old  saying, 
'Hypocrisy  is  the  tribute  vice  pays  to 
virtue.’  In  other  words,  the  true 
hypocrite  performs  a  valuable  function 
in  society.  By  being  discreet  in  pursuing 
his  vices,  he  can  publicly  support  ad¬ 
mirable  standards  of  ethics  and 
morality. 

"My  present  concern  is  that  hypocrisy 
has  been  given  such  a  bad  name  by  both 
religion  and  human  relations  that  it  may 
soon  disappear  altogether.  If  that  should 
ever  happen,  society  will  be  in  a  sorry 
state.  We  are  already  beginning  to  feel 
the  destructive  effects  of  the  growing 
unpopularity  of  hypocrisy  as  a  viable 
option  for  living.  Today  people  pursue 
their  age-old  vices  with  as  much  energy 
as  ever,  but  instead  of  having  the 
decency  to  be  discreet,  they  now  flout 
their  vices  in  public  and  claim  their  vices 
have  been  turned  to  virtue. 

“A  person  who  felt  unfulfilled  in 
marriage  used  to  have  a  quiet  affair, 
often  in  another  city.  Today  such  a 
person  is  likely  not  only  to  establish  a 
sexual  liaison  among  friends  and  co¬ 
workers  but  also  to  discuss  the  matter 
freely  with  anyone  who  will  listen,  in¬ 
cluding  a  spouse.  The  vice  of  adultery  is 
now  called  the  virtue  of  personal 
fulfillment. 

“In  the  public  arena,  the  same  sort  of 
thing  is  happening.  The  vice  of 
withholding  criminal  evidence  has  been 
given  the  virtuous-sounding  name  of 
‘executive  privilege.’  Public  officials, 
when  caught  in  a  lie,  instead  of  admitting 
that  lying  is  evil,  declare  that  lying  is  a 
virtue  known  as  'protecting  national 
security.’ 

“Instead  of  condemning  hypocrisy, 
religious  people  might  be  well-advised  to 
see  the  hypocrites  of  this  world  as  their 
strongest  allies  in  upholding  standards  of 
both  public  and  private  morality.  Give 
me  a  practicing  hypocrite  any  day  rather 
than  a  person  who  claims  that  darkness 
is  light  or  that  his  vice  is  in  reality  a 
virtuous  action.” 
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to  praise.  He  expected  that  same  person 
to  act  decently  to  his  children  and 
honestly  with  his  neighbor.  He  proposed 
that  this  person’s  religion  move  with  him 
from  the  temple  worship  each  Sabbath  to 
the  market-place  each  weekday. 

God  depended  upon  the  faithfulness  of 
His  people  to  provide  Him  a  means  of 
influencing  the  rest  of  the  world.  When 
the  people  strayed  from  that  faithfulness, 
they  were  reminded  of  the  error  of  their 
ways  by  the  prophets.  God’s  consistent 
reminder  to  His  Covenant -people  was 
that  only  He  could  ultimately  mend  their 
flaws  -and  bless  their  nation.  God’s 
promise  was  that  He  would  uphold  His 
people,  no  matter  what  the  political 
situation. 

That’s  good  news  for  American 
Christians  in  1974.  We  should  take  it 
seriously.  With  many  of  our  nation’s 
individual  trees  diseased  and  rotten,  we 
need  to  recognize  that  the  forest  still 
stands.  The  forest  stands  because  the 
world  is  still  God’s,  and  we  are  still  His 
people. 

As  God’s  people,  we  are  called  to  be 
faithful  both  within  the  household  of  faith 
and  in  our  daily  lives  in  a  turbulent 
world.  We  are  called  to  remember  that 
with  God,  and  God  alone,  lies  the 
ultimate  power  to  recoup  the  losses,  heal 
the  wounds,  and  mend  the  flaws  af¬ 
flicting  our  nation.  We  are  called,  as 
God’s  Covenant-people,  to  influence  the 
rest  of  our  world  —  by  word  and  action  — 
to  hear  and  heed  God’s  contemporary 
call. 


An  evaluation  of  ‘ special  appointments’ 


71  prayer  for  the  nation 

By  LORD  DONALD  SOPER 
O  God,  grant  us  a  vision  of  our  land 
fair  as  it  might  be 
A  land  of  righteousness  where  none 
shall  wrong  his  neighbour; 

A  land  of  plenty  where  evil  and 
poverty  shall  be  done  away; 

A  land  of  brotherhood  where  all 
success  shall  be  founded  on 
service,  and  honour  shall  be  given 
on  excellence  alone; 

A  land  of  peace,  where  order  shall 
not  rest  on  force,  but  on  the  love  of 
all  for  the  common  life  and  weal; 
Bless  our  efforts  to  make  the  vision 
a  living  reality; 

Inspire  and  strengthen  each  one  of 
us  that  we  may  give  time,  thought, 
and  sacrifice  to  speed  the  day  of 
its  coming. 

Lord  Soper  is  a  British  Methodist  famous  for  his 
outdoor  preaching  in  London's  Hyde  Park. 


By  JOHN  R.  HUNT 

There  is  growing  concern  being  ex¬ 
pressed  over  the  number  of  United 
Methodist  clergymen  who  are  in  special 
appointments  —  positions  other  than  the 
local  church  pastorate.  The  General 
Conference  Commission  to  Study  the 
Ministry,  and  the  Committee  on  the 
Study  of  Special  Appointments,  report 
that  nearly  one  of  every  six  United 
Methodist  ministers  is  serving  in  a 
special  appointment.  In  view  of  the 
dramatic,  if  not  alarming,  rise  in  special 
appointments,  the  church  must  ascertain 
whether  some  special  appointments,  in 
fact,  require  ordained  ministers.  As  a 
special  appointee,  I  have  several 
opinions  I  would  like  to  express  on  this 
issue. 

I  speak  from  a  background  of  12  years 
in  the  pastoral  ministry,  almost  four 
years  as  a  Navy  chaplain  during  the 
Vietnam  era,  and  now  after  three  years 
as  chaplain  and  administrator  of  a 
neurological  hospital  for  children  and 
adolescents.  During  four  of  the  six  years 
since  becoming  a  special  appointee,  I 
have  served  as  interim  pulpit  minister  of 
local  churches.  From  my  varied  career 
come  these  assertions: 


The  local  church  comes  first 

(1)  The  local  congregation  is  the  basic 
entity  of  the  institutional  church,  and 
special  appointments  must  be  authen¬ 
ticated  as  a  bona  fide  extension  of  the 
local  church’s  ministry.  It  has  been  said 
that  the  Annual  Conference  is  the  basic 
unit  of  our  denominational  structure,  but 
the  real  strength  of  the  church  lies  at  the 
local  level  in  terms  of  response  to 
Christian  discipleship. 

Every  congregation  is  a  segment  of  our 
connectionalism,  and  persons  in  special 
appointments  must  be  extensions  of  the 
average  congregation’s  involvement 
with  programs  where  it  is  not  feasible  for 
a  church’s  pastor  or  parishioners  to  be 
present.  The  special  appointment,  in  the 
words  of  Jesus,  must  be  a  “branch  of  the 
vine.” 

There  are  situations  where  persons  in 
special  appointments  allow  themselves 
to  become  detached  and  disenfranchised, 
not  only  from  the  vitality  of  the  local 
church,  but  also  from  the  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  providing  the  mechanism  for 
their  appointments  in  the  first  place.  This 


“Here  I  Stand”  is  a  forum  through 
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is  an  erosion  of  church  ties  of  the  worst 
sort. 

Mutual  awareness  is  needed:  the 
special  appointee  must  sense  the  pulse 
beat  of  a  local  church  and  its  com¬ 
mitments,  and  the  local  congregation 
needs  to  be  familiar  with  specialized 
ministries.  Such  appointments  are  the 
ministry  of  the  whole  church,  not  simply 
that  of  the  ordained  representative.  His 
service  can  be  a  more  viable  witness  with 
the  supportive  strength  of  United 
Methodist  people  undergirding  him. 

Each  special  appointment 
should  be  separately  justified 

(2)  Each  special  appointment  should 
be  justified  on  its  own  merits  and 
evaluated  in  terms  of  the  effectiveness  of 
the  appointed  person.  Does  the  ap¬ 


pointment  contribute  to  United 
Methodism?  Does  the  minister  project  a 
wholesome  image  for  the  church,  and 
does  he  represent  the  tenets  of  our  faith? 
Is  there  a  desire  to  render  service  to 
Christ  in  a  sense  of  calling  to  this 
position,  or  is  it  merely  “an  easy  out” 
from  the  pressures  and  frustrations  of 
the  local  pastorate?  Is  ordination 
mandatory  for  effective  performance  in 
the  appointment?  A  valid  ministry  will 
stand  on  its  strength  of  purpose,  faith¬ 
fulness  and  effectiveness,  be  it  the 
pastorate  or  in  a  special  appointment. 

Special  appointees  are  part 
of  our  itinerate  system 
(3)  All  appointments  are  still  within  the 
itinerate  system  of  United  Methodism. 
Although  many  persons  serving  outside 
the  bounds  of  the  pastoral  ministry  — 
military  and  institutional  chaplains, 
denominational  or  connectional  posi¬ 
tions,  etc.  —  serve  longer  tenures  than 
the  average  period  in  a  pastorate, 
they  are  by  no  means  permanent  in  a 
given  position.  All  special  appointments 
are  reviewed  each  year.  Ministers  have 
vowed  to  serve  where  appointed,  and  our 
effectiveness,  commitment  and  loyalty 
to  United  Methodism,  must  serve  as 
beginning  criteria  for  justifying  special 
appointments.  Close  ties  with  our  church 
does  not  hinder  the  special  appointment, 
but  rather  enhances  it.  With  the 
growing  concern  over  too  many  such 
appointments,  let  those  of  us  in  special 
appointments,  therefore,  “be  ready  to 
give  an  answer  for  the  faith  that  is  within 
us”  when  asked  why  our  appointments 
are  needed. 
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Special  appointees  should 
relate  to  their  conferences 

(4)  If  the  special  appointment  is,  in¬ 
deed,  a  meaningful  ministry,  such  ap¬ 
pointees  should  be  available  to  serve  on 
Annual  Conference  and  district  boards 
and  committees.  At  times  special  ap¬ 
pointees  —  either  by  their  own  retreat  or 
through  relegation  to  the  sidelines  by  the 
Annual  Conference  structure  —  fail  to 
render  valuable  service  for  which  many 
possess  exceptional  capabilities.  More¬ 
over,  special  appointment  ministers 
should  be  a  part  of  the  “connec¬ 
tional  team,”  by  showing  interest  and 
initiative  relative  to  the  denominational 
and  Annual  Conference  emphases  and 
programs.  Annual  Conference  leaders 
should  not  hestitate  to  nominate  such 
ministers  to  responsibilities  within  their 
program  boards,  even  though  such 
responsibilities  may  present  difficulties 
of  distance  and  time. 


Many  special  appointments 
are  needed 

In  summary,  it  must  be  readily  ap¬ 
parent  that  many  special  appointments 
are  worthy  of  the  most  vital  leadership 
that  United  Methodism  can  supply.  While 
the  local  church  level  is  “the  main  thrust 
of  the  church’s  firing  line,”  the  local 
church  simply  cannot  meet  the  needs 
met  by  many  special  appointments. 
Therefore,  those  appointments,  by 
nature  and  by  virtue  of  a  particularized 
Christian  outreach  are  necessary.  If  a 
position  is  justified  by  a  minister  and  the 
bishop  and  his  cabinet,  then  let  the 
church  appoint  a  minister  to  that 
position.  If  it  cannot  be  justified,  and 
there  exists  a  lack  of  concern  to  promote 
the  position  as  an  arm  of  the  church,  then 
let  the  church  withhold  its  appointment. 

If  it  is  a  justified  appointment,  then  the 
special  appointee  is  under  the  same 
strength  of  ordination  vows  to  uphold  the 
highest  traditions  and  vitality  of  the 
church  as  any  other  minister.  His  is 
neither  a  second-class  appointment  nor  a 
superior  appointment.  At  the  same  time, 
the  Annual  Conference  should  include 
that  minister  within  the  scope  of  its 
structure  and  activity. 

May  we  in  special  appointments  reflect 
such  a  level  of  interest  in  United 
Methodism  and  render  such  qualitative 
service  that  the  church  will  be  happy  to 
claim  us  as  a  part  of  its  ministry. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


Who  will  join  a  Monday  ‘Fellowship  of  Fasters’? 


To  the  Editor: 

I  have  recently  returned  from  my 
annual  conference  where  lay  members 
were  asked  to  discuss  a  long  list  of 
priorities  for  the  church  and  select  the 
ten  they  felt  were  the  most  urgent  and 
important. 

I  was  very  disappointed  to  find  “Global 
Concerns”  in  8th  place  considering  the 
plight  of  the  hungry  persons  in  our  world. 
Rather  than  complain,  I  decided  I  could 
do  something  on  my  own.  Who  will  join 
me  in  fasting  every  Monday  noon  and 
send  the  amount  which  might  have  been 
spent  on  food  to  your  nearest  CROP 
(Christian  Rural  Overseas  Program  — 
Church  World  Service)  Center?  One 
dollar  per  week  from  a  million 
Methodists  would  save  many  lives  and 
start  programs  to  make  permanent 
improvements  in  areas  where  well- 
drilling,  tools,  seeds,  and  guidance  will 
make  a  difference. 

Besides,  it  will  be  so  good  for  us  to 
know  what  it  feels  like  to  be  just  a  little 
bit  hungry,  an  experience  few  of  us  have 
ever  had.  Who  will  join  this  “Fellowship 
of  Fasters”  knowing  that  each  Monday 
noon  others  are  "with  us”  in  concern  for 
others? 

Mrs.  Dale  Borror 
Gerber,  California 

Articles  on  apartment 

/lire llers  excellent 

To  the  Editor: 

Too  often  comments  about  articles  that 
are  carried  by  TM/  UMR  are  negative 
and  do  not  commend  those  who  write  for 
TM/  UMR. 

Bill  Buchanan’s  articles  on  apartment 
dwellers  (TM/  UMR,  June  14)  were 
excellent.  I  appreciate  both  and  want  you 
to  know  this. 

Cecil  P.  E.  Pottieger 
New  York,  New  York 

Amnesty  supporters  say 

infilling  of  those  trim  died 

To  the  Editor: 

I  have  read  many  letters  in  TM/  UMR 
about  amnesty.  In  all  the  words  I  have 
read,  I  have  noticed  no  one  has  paid 
tribute  to  those  who  died.  Those  who  die 
for  their  friends  received  special  con¬ 
sideration  from  Jesus  Christ  —  "Greater 
love  hath  no  man  than  this,  that  a  man 
lay  down  his  life  for  his  friend.”  No 
greater  tribute  can  be  paid  than  this. 

The  great  amnesty  emancipators 
present  the  ease  for  the  ones  who  ran  as  if 
they  were  heroes  and  those  who  served 
as  the  villains.  I  wonder  sometimes  if 
these  emancipators  are  from  the  group 
that  used  their  economic  situation  to  stay 
out  of  the  war,  or  position  in  the  society  to 
encourage  men  to  run  —  thus,  forcing 
some  less  fortunate  individual  to  have  to 
accept  their  place  on  the  battlefield.  In 
my  opinion,  the  economic  factor 
determined  who  died  on  the  Vietnam 
battlefield  more  than  any  other  factor. 

If  I  were  a  great  amnesty  emancipator, 

I  would  carefully  consider  Christ’s 
position.  Christ  considered  those  who 
gave  their  life  for  a  friend  to  be  special 
people;  how  much  more  important  will 


He  consider  those  who  died  so  tha^ 
someone  they  did  not  know  could  do  ftleir 
own  thing. 

I  know  that  in  time  amnesty  will  be 
given  without  any  requirement  for 
repentance.  This  is  the  way  of  a  society 
that  bases  its  mankind  doctrine  on  each 
individual’s  right  to  do  his  own  thing 
regardless  of  the  cost  to  others.  This 
doctrine  is  our  root  cause  for  current 
crime,  lack  of  reverence  for  life,  inflation 
and  our  moral  breakdown.  With  this 
attitude,  we  still  have  the  gall  to  expect 
God  to  assure  us  a  moral  governmental 
system. 

J.  Fred  Alvis 

Dallas,  Texas 

A  test  to  to  he  on 
4 amnesty ’  and  ‘ hypocrisy ’ 
To  the  Editor: 

The  issue  of  June  14  (Letters  to  the 
Editor)  puts  special  emphasis  on  the 
question  of  “amnesty”  and  closely 
associates  the  word  “hypocrite”  among 
the  letters. 

I  just  wonder  if  we  could  not  arrive  at 
some  clear  conclusion  as  to  amnesty? 
How  a  person  feels  about  amnesty  for  the 
men  who  refused  to  kill  and  be  killed, 
may  also  tell  us  if  there  is  any  hypocrisy 
involved. 

So  why  not  try  this  for  size?  Have  you 
ever  found  yourself  rejoicing  if  the  news 
came  out  that  millions  of  men  of  the 
enemy  defected  to  another  country  to 
avoid  the  horrors  of  war?  What  if  the 
young  men  of  our  enemies  in  World  War 
II  and  the  wars  in  Southeast  Asia  had 
refused  to  fight  for  their  superiors? 
Would  you  have  been  glad  they  did  that? 
“As  a  man  thinkest  in  his  heart,  so  is  he.” 
This  simple  individual  test  could  very 
well  tell  each  of  us  where  we  stand  on 
amnesty  and  hypocrisy. 

Henry  Grawunder,  Sr. 

Bellville,  Texas 

lliltle  study  group  reacts 

to  ' Idl  ing  llilflc'  article 

To  the  Editor: 

May  the  peace  of  the  Lord  be  with  you! 
Our  Bible  study  group  reacted  to  your 
article  about  the  Living  Bible,  “Can  the 
church  meet  the  challenge?”  (TM/UMR, 
May  31).  One  member  remarked,  and  the 
rest  of  us  agreed,  that  the  only  challenge 
to  “the  church”  is  that  now  people  are 
starting  to  read  the  Bible  and  are 
beginning  to  realize  what’s  going  on. 
Instead  of  the  good  news  of  Christ  our 
“church”  is  preaching  the  “social 
gospel,”  draining  us  spiritually  with 
weary  humanism  instead  of  feeding  us 
God’s  Word.  The  more  we  study  the  more 
we  realize  that  Christ  was  concerned 
with  people  in  need,  yes,  but  His  primary 
concern  was  their  separation  from  God. 

The  Living  Bible  has  served  to  in¬ 
troduce  many  to  God’s  Word;  indeed,  a 
lady  in  our  Bible  study  said  she  probably 
never  would  have  gotten  into  our  Bible 
study  if  it  weren’t  for  the  Living  Bible. 
We  range  in  our  group  from  elderly  to 
teenage  like  myself.  We  enjoy  the  Living 
Bible,  but  we  enjoy  comparing  with  other 
versions  such  as  King  James,  Revised 
Standard,  Amplified,  Phillips,  and  Good 


.  News  in  order  to  get  a  deeper  urn 
derstanding  of  what  the  Bible  says.  We 
enjoy  looking  in  scholarly  texts  for 
backgrounds,  but  these  aren’t  any  good 
until  you  do  begin  to  read  the  Bible. 

To  conclude,  I  would  like  to  quote  the 
last  paragraph  of  the  preface  to  the 
Living  Bible :  “If  this  paraphrase  helps  to 
simplify  the  deep  and  often  complex 
thoughts  of  the  Word  of  God,  and  if  it 
makes  the  Bible  easier  to  understand  and 
follow,  deepening  the  Christian  lives  of 
its  readers  and  making  it  easier  for  them 
to  follow  their  Lord,  then  the  book  has 
achieved  its  goal.” 

Scott  Satre 

Albert  Lea,  Minnesota 

■Alternative  to  ’l.ale  Great 
Planet  luirlli'  is  available 
To  the  Editor: 

Some  time  ago  a  reader  wrote  to  you 
suggesting  that  we  should  heed  the 
message  of  Hal  Lindsey’s  book,  “The 
Late,  Great  Planet  Earth.”  I  have 
prepared  a  55-page  study  booklet  in 
which  I  challenge  many  of  the  claims  and 
assertions  made  in  this  book.  I  have  tried 
to  be  fair  to  modern  science,  various 
religious  outlooks  and  Biblical 
scholarship.  I  would  be  happy  to  share 
my  research  with  anyone  who  may  feel 
that  such  approaches  as  Mr.  Lindsey’s 
sound  fantastic  or  who  would  simply  like 
to  hear  another  side  of  the  issue  of  the 
end  of  the  world.  A  series  of  questions  at 
the  conclusion  make  my  booklet  usable  in 
group  discussions. 

Send  50c  to  cover  postage  and  han¬ 
dling,  to  the  Rev.  Ralph  B.  Kilburn,  Box 
35,  Cochranton,  Pennsylvania  16314. 
Ralph  B.  Kilburn 
Cochranton,  Pennsylvania 

/  give  tlianhs  for  lime 
and  for  your  editorial 
To  the  Editor: 

Each  week  I  look  forward  to  reading 
TM/  UMR,  especially  the  editorials  and 
other  news  of  our  church. 

Being  an  admirer  of  “the  Duke”  I  wish 
to  praise  the  editorial  “Thanks  for  the 
time”  (TM/  UMR,  June  7).  Just  a  few 
days  before,  amid  a  busy  schedule,  the 
following  thoughts  came  to  me: 

Time 

Do  we  understand  the  constant  pace? 
What  happens  to  the  hours  we  face? 
May  we  never  waste  a  second  to  grow  — 
From  experiences  of  the  past, 

Giving  our  witness  to  God 
During  every  hour  of  the  day. 

I  am  so  very  thankful  for  “time!” 
Best  wishes  and  I  will  be  looking  for¬ 
ward  to  all  thejssues  to  come. 

Marie  E.  Cannon 
Gainesville,  Texas 

(da ran  on  I ‘s  en  rollm  en  I 
statistics  corrected 
To  the  Editor: 

Because  the  writer  of  a  recent  story, 
“Lady  ministers  take  to  pulpits,” 


(TM/  UMR,  June  7)  received  incorrect 
enrollment  statistics  for  the  School,  of 
Theology  at  Claremont,  I  am  writing  to 
provide  the  correct  information  in  hope 
that  you  will  print  it. 

The  School  of  Theology's  1974 
graduating  class  of  47  students  (largest 
in  history)  contained  four  women.  Since 
these  figures  are  almost  exactly  four 
times  the  numbers  contained  in  the 
published  story,  I  thought  it  was  worth 
correcting. 

Next  fall,  when  we  welcome  one  of  our 
largest  incoming  classes,  we  anticipate 
having  approximately  43  women  in  a 
total  enrollment  of  about  325. 

I  was  pleased  to  learn  through  the 
article  that  other  seminaries  are 
following  suit  in  the  drive  to  increase  the 
participation  of  women  in  the  ministry. 

Gordon  E.  Michalson 
Claremont,  California 

I* lease  send  me  a  copy 
of  llisliop  Sloice's  message 
To  the  Editor: 

Please  find  enclosed  25c  to  cover  cost 
of  handling  and  mailing  a  copy  of  Bishop 
Stowe’s  sermon  “How  long  will  you  go 
limping?”  If  the  copies  have  been 
exhausted,  keep  the  quarter  for  coffee 
money. 

I  do  not  want  a  copy  for  the  purpose  of 
fortifying  displeasure  and  anger  with  the 
church.  She  is  not  perfect,  but  it  is  people 
such  as  I  who  account  for  her  im¬ 
perfections. 

Fred  F.  Mead 

Jonesboro,  Louisiana 

EDITOR’S  NOTE:  Mr.  Mead’s  copy  was 
sent.  The  demand  has  been  such  that  we 
have  printed  and  are  making  available 
additional  copies  of  the  message,  “How 
long  will  you  go  limping?”  They  may  be 
secured  by  sending  25c  to:  Sermon, 
TM/  UMR,  P.O.  Box  1076,  Dallas,  Texas 
75221. 


Perhaps  stewardess,  tjol 
airline ,  was  the  problem 
To  the  Editor  : 

I  would  like  to  respond  to  Mr.  William 
Marshall’s  letter  in  the  June  14  issue  of 
TM/  UMR,  in  which  he  related  his 
inability  to  secure  a  drink  of  water  on 
Northwest  Airlines. 

In  all  justice,  I  hasten  to  say  that  on 
various  trips  to  Vermont,  I  have  traveled 
on  Allegheny,  American  and  Braniff,  and 
that  I  was  served  my  ice  water  or  soft 
drink  just  as  quickly  and  courteously  as 
my  seatmates  who  ordered  alcoholic 
drinks. 

Perhaps  in  his  case  it  was  the  fault  of 
the  stewardess,  and  not  of  the  airline. 

Mrs.  Cecil  McDonald 
Fort  Worth,  Texas 

EDITOR’S  NOTE:  We  have  received  a 
communique  from  a  Northwest  Airlines 
official  indicating  it  is  not  their  policy  to 
discriminate  against  those  who  do  not 
order  alcoholic  beverages. 


IRRITATED  EYELIDS? 

Bathe  them  with  LAVOPTIK,  the  Medicinal 
Lye  Wash.  Soothes  and  relieves  sore,  burning, 
itching  eyelids;  relaxes  tired  eyes.  For  de¬ 
pendable  eye  comfort  insist  on  LAVOPTIK. 
Lye  Wash,  eye  cup  included  at  your  druggist. 
Satisfaction  or  your  money  back. 


A  Gift  for  your 
Minister 

GOLD  LAPEL  PIN  OR 
TIETAC.  $10.95 
Send  cash,  check,  or  money  order: 
PROFESSIONAL  ACCESSORIES 
1015  Jan 

Mexia,  Texas  76667 
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Church  educators  probe  identity 

Rising  costs ,  declining  enrollment  hit  church  schools 


the  church  today 


By  JUDY  WEIDMAN 
Associate  Editor 

NASHVILLE  —  Celebration  was  the 
official  purpose,  but  concern  over  in¬ 
flation  and  declining  enrollment  got 
center  stage  much  of  the  time  when 
United  Methodist  educators  gathered 
here  last  week  for  the  23rd  Institute  of 
Higher  Education. 

Sponsored  by  the  denomination’s 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry, 
the  four-day  meeting  drew  presidents, 
deans,  chaplains,  business  managers  and 
faculty  members  from  most  of  United 
Methodism’s  127  church-related  colleges 
and  universities.  The  occasion:  the 
celebration  of  the  250th  anniversary  of 
John  Wesley’s  graduation  from  Oxford 
University. 

Recollection  of  Wesley’s  passion  “to 
unite  knowledge  and  vital  piety” 
provided  an  upbeat  tempo  for  later 
seminars  in  which  participants  shared 
problems  and  strategies  on  everything 
from  campus  violence  to  recruiting  to  tax 
laws. 

Dr.  Trotter  speaks  out 


High  on  the  mind  of  many  of  the 
educators,  too,  was  the  unique  function  of 
church-related  schools.  Once  a  willing 
beneficiary  of  the  phenomenal  growth  of 
higher  education  in  recent  years,  church- 
related  schools  now  face  the  same  ills  as 
secular  sister  institutions. 

Inflation  has  made  even  high  tuition 
inadequate;  the  baby  boom  is  over,  and 
middle  America  kids  don’t  just 
automatically  go  to  college  anymore. 
Recruiters  from  private  schools  now 
compete  not  only  with  each  other,  but 
this  year  for  the  first  time  met 
representatives  of  state  schools  beating 
on  the  same  doors. 

Add  to  this  an  increasing 
secularization  of  some  Methodist  in¬ 
stitutions  to  attract  a  broader  range  of 
students  and  keep  government  money 
rolling  in,  and  you’ve  got  a  full-blown 
identity  crisis. 

Uniqueness  essential 

“You’ve  got  to  be  unique  to  survive.'' 
That  observation  hit  institute  par- 


Vital  role  of  church 
colleges  stressed 


NASHVILLE  —  Despite  unprece¬ 
dented  attacks  on  the  philosophy  and 
funding  of  church-related  higher  educa¬ 
tion,  the  person  who  heads  United  Meth¬ 
odism’s  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry  is  ready  to  take  the  offensive. 

Dr.  F.  Thomas  Trotter,  who  came  here 
a  year  ago  from  the  School  of  Theology  at 
Claremont,  Calif.,  declared  that  society 
and  the  church  both  will  suffer  if  church- 
related  colleges  and  universities  go 
under.  He  also  pledged  the  resources  of 
his  office  to  a  renewal  of  the  church’s 
educational  mission  and  a  watchdog 
stance  against  further  government 
pressure  on  private  institutions. 

In  an  exclusive  TM/  UMR  interview, 
Dr.  Trotter  addressed  some  of  the  major 
issues  before  United  Methodist  educators 
gathered  here  last  week  for  the  23rd 
Institute  of  Higher  Education.  (See 
related  story.) 

With  the  proliferation  of  state  schools, 
many  persons,  he  believes,  feel  the 
church’s  role  in  higher  education  has 
been  pre-empted.  Not  so,  he  insists. 
There  are  still  unmet  educational  needs 
for  large  segments  of  society,  and  the 
church  is  best  qualified  to  respond. 
Indeed,  he  feels  church-related  schools 
will  not  survive  if  they  don’t  find  a  unique 
role  to  play  in  the  total  higher  education 
picture.  . 

Without  the  Church  school,  he  asked, 


prof 


Film  shows 
how 

lived  faith 

TM/  UMR  STAFF  SPECIAL 

NASHVILLE  —  In  case  you’d  begun  to 
think  that  wholesome  movies  are  the  sole 
province  of  the  Billy  Graham 
organization,  you'll  be  interested  in  a 
newcomer  to  the  field.  He’s  Chris  Cain, 
the  product  of  a  United  Methodist 
university  —  Dakota  Wesleyan,  who 
believes  the  softer  sell  of  mainline 
Protestantism  changes  lives,  too. 

As  an  actor-writer-producer  he’s  in  a 
unique  position  to  put  his  theory  on 
celluloid.  The  result,  “Brother,  My 
Song,”  was  previewed  by  United 
Methodist  educators  meeting  here  last 
week.  (See  related  story) 

The  full-length  feature  film  centers  on 
a  professor  of  music  at  Dakota  Wesleyan 
who  quietly  influenced  the  lives  of 
students  as  he  went  about  his  daily  work. 

One  of  those  students  was  Chris  Cain. 

In  authentic  Hollywood  style,  the 
movie  captures  the  viewers’  emotions  as 
the  professor  succumbs  to  cancer  at  the 
end  of  the  film.  But  it’s  not  that  the  young 
writer  set  out  to  sell  you  a  bill  of  goods; 
that’s  the  way  it  actually  happened. 

The  Dakota  alumnus  made  the  movie 
to  help  his  school,  but  the  philosophy  isn’t 
a  one  shot  thing  with  him. 

With  most  of  his  career  ahead  of  him, 
the  30-year-old  producer  said  he  intends 
to  stick  with  wholesome,  family  en¬ 
tertainment.  He  has  no  R-rated  or  X- 
rated  productions  on  the  drawing  board. 

He  believes  there's  a  need  for  family 
pictures  which  aren't  just  for  the  kids, 
though  he  admits  the  tug  of  his  own  three, 
small  children. 

Why  “Brother,  My  Song?"  Isn’t  that 
the  sort  of  gesture  a  successful  person 
makes  mid  to  late  career?  Not  for  Chris. 
“I’m  doing  what  I’m  doing  because  of  the 
influence  of  people  like  Professor 
Kugel,"  he  explained. 

The  tribute  couldn’t  wait;  he  had  to 
dramatize  his  philosophy  that  the  people 
on  the  front  pages  aren’t  the  only  ones 
who  influence  people. 

What  his  early  effort  lacks  in  technical 
sophistication,  it  sells  in  enthusiasm  and 
warmth. 

Groups  wishing  to  buy  into  the  Chris 
Cain  idea  can  help  their  favorite  college 
in  the  process,  not  only  financially  but  in 
spreading  the  word  about  the  purpose  of 
Christian  higher  education. 

The  90-minute  film  is  available  in  16  or 
35  mm  from  Diversified  Music  and 
Films,  Inc.,  1719  West  End  Building, 
Suite  700,  Nashville,  Tenn.  37213.  Half  the 
profits  from  ticket  sales  go  back  to  the 
company;  half  go  to  the  college  or 
university  of  your  choice. 


who  would  act  as  critic  of  the  state? 
“Current  events  would  seem  to  un¬ 
derscore  the  validity  of  the  argument 
that  we  must  not  allow  that  form  of 
higher  education  which  is  not  an  agent  of 
the  state  to  be  eroded.’’ 

He  noted,  too,  that  the  Carnegie  Report 
indicates  that  small,  private  church- 
related  colleges  produce  graduates  who 
are  more  active  in  community  life,  more 
interested  in  politics  and  more  involved 
in  the  arts  and  humanities. 

Dr.  Trotter  insists  the  church  needs  the 
university  to  help  it  clarify  its  mission 
and  purpose.  The  university  is  a  ready 
resource,  too  seldom  tapped  by  the 
church,  for  research,  curriculum 
development  and  the  like,  he  continued. 

The  dual  crunch  of  declining 
enrollment  and  inflation  reported  by 
virtually  all  the  United  Methodist  in¬ 
stitutions  represented  at  the  gathering 
was  very  much  on  the  mind  of  the  higher 
education  executive. 

Dr.  Trotter  spoke  about  the  need  for  a 
renewal  of  United  Methodism’s  historic 
missionary  zeal  in  education,  indicating 
that  his  office  would  have  a  plan  of  attack 
for  shoring  up  the  denomination’s  schools 
by  the  1976  General  Conference. 
Meanwhile,  he  believes  the  role  of  a 
national  board  is  to  interpret  and  create 
an  enthusiasm  for  higher  education  in  the 
church  again. 

10  fh4  complexion  Of  the  Institute 
illustrated  the  variety  of  shapes  and  sizes 
among  United  Methodism’s  127  in¬ 
stitutions  of  higher  education.  The 
varying  relationships  of  these  schools  to 
the  denomination  perturbs  the  mild 
mannered  academician  not  at  all. 

The  recent  disclosure  that  North¬ 
western  University,  long  a  distant  but 
prestigious  relative  in  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  family  of  institutions,  wants  to 
sever  its  ties  with  the  United  Methodist 
Church  strikes  Dr.  Trotter  as  the  natural 
result  of  its  maturation. 

“There’s  a  tendency  for  schools  as  they 
get  better  academically  and  financially 
to  move  toward  greater  independence 
and  divest  themselves  of  denominational 
relationships,”  he  explained. 

“This  is  done  for  obvious  reasons.  The 
churches  cannot  afford  to  fund  these 
institutions,  and  when  the  institution  is 
better  able  to  fend  for  itself  it  carves  out 
more  autonomy  for  itself.  That’s  an 
absolute  institutional  principle.  The 
better  an  institution  gets  the  more  likely 
it  will  want  a  considerable  amount  of 
independence  from  the  church;  the  more 
dependent  an  institution  is  the  more  it 
will  recognize  its  relationship  to  the 
church.  I  think  it’s  inevitable.’’ 

Northwestern,  he  continued,  hasn’t 
been  dependent  on  church  support  for 
half  a  century.  Only  because  of  the 
character  of  its  faculty  and  presidents 
has  it  maintained  Methodist  connections 
as  long  as  it  has,  he  said. 

Dr.  Trotter  then  revealed  that  the 
government  is  putting  increasing 
pressure  on  private  institutions  to 
become  nonsectarian.  This  is  the  way  it 
works : 

“The  widening  interpretation  of  equal 
opportunity  contracts  have  led  to  warn¬ 
ings  from  HEW  that  schools  receiving 
federal  money  must  have  affirmative 
action  programs  not  only  in  regard  to 
ethnic  and  sexual  orientation  but 
religious  as  well. 

“I  can  understand  why  a  university 
like  Northwestern,  with  enormous  stakes 
in  federal  funding,  feels  like  it  must 
divest  itself  of  any  impediment  to  that 
future.  I  wish  it  were  otherwise,  but  I 
understand  the  problem." 

Not  content  to  sit  idly  by,  however.  Dr. 
Trotter  observed  that  he  feels  this 
government  posture  is  a  subversion  of 
the  First  Amendment  and  that  the  board 
is  considering  putting  a  lobbyist  in 
Washington. 

“These  things  don’t  happen  so  much  by 
plan  as  non-direction,"  he  said. 

He  noted,  too,  that  he  is  concerned 
about  suits  in  several  states  which  are 
trying  to  keep  students  from  using  state 
scholarship  funds  in  church-related 
colleges. 

“This  will  kill  private  institutions,"  he 
stated.  Concluding,  he  noted  the  great 
resiliency  of  most  United  Methodist 
institutions  and  reaffirmed  the  church’s 
need  of  its  colleges  as  a  “critical- 
prophetic  community  in  our  life."  — 
JUDY  WEIDMAN 


ticipants  from  all  sides.  Sometimes  the 
advice  was  a  call  to  mission;  always  it 
was  pragmatic. 

Dr.  Howard  R.  Bowen,  chancellor  of 
Claremont  University  Center,  told  the 
educators  the  potential  market  for  higher 
education  is  “in  the  long  run  very  great.” 
But  he  also  warned  that  their  offerings 
will  have  to  be  what,  when  and  where  the 
population  wants  them.  No  more  smug 
sitting  back  and  waiting  for  the  ap¬ 
plications  to  roll  in.  No  more  blind 
duplication  of  state  programs. 

The  word  already  had  reached  at  least 
one  school.  Raymond  F.  Devery,  vice- 
president  for  Development  and  College 
Relations  at  McKendree  College, 
outlined  for  institute  participants  a  plan 
for  increasing  the  school’s  enrollment  100 
students  each  year. 

Once  threatened  by  a  small  enrollment 
of  300  and  in  the  ever-growing  shadow  of 
Southern  Illinois  University,  the  school 
now  looks  toward  a  student  population  of 
1,000  and  has  launched  a  program  for 
gifted  children.  With  other  schools  in  the 
state  rushing  in  to  set  up  special 
education  programs,  this  institution  put 
its  efforts  in  other  areas. 

McKendree,  in  one  of  many  moves  to 
own  up  to  its  market,  built  financial  aid 
packages  for  middle  income  students.  It 
caters  to  nearby  Scott  Air  Force  Base 
and  reaches  out  to  the  community  of 
Ozark  Airlines,  the  May  Company,  etc.  in 
mission,  but  also  to  get  students. 

Catholic  high  schools  are  a  newly- 
discovered  pool  for  McKendree,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Mr.  Devery.  He  noted  that 
Catholics  are  used  to  paying  for 
education  and  are  private  school 
oriented.  Of  course,  he  added,  the 
school’s  chapel  and  religion  require¬ 
ments  had  to  go. 

Other  schools  are  making  it  on  their 
own  terms.  Florida  Southern  at  Lakeland 
reports  a  thriving  business  despite 
lingering  resistance  to  drinking  on 
campus  and  open  dorms.  A  rigid  dress 
code  also  is  in  effect. 

Diversity  rampant 

With  almost  one-fourth  of  the 
Protestant  colleges  and  universities  in 
the  United  Methodist  camp,  diversity 
runs  rampant. 

Church  relations  tend  to  be  strictly 
local  option,  and  financial  support  varies 
widely.  Conferees  reported  recent  annual 
conference  actions  ranging  from  the 
Iowa  Conference,  which  put  44  percent  of 
its  program  budget  into  higher 
education,  to  the  North  Alabama  Con¬ 
ference,  which  voted  to  turn  over  Athens 
College  to  the  state  while  maintaining  a 
showcase  like  Birmingham  Southern. 

Most  administrators  openly  confessed 
to  exploiting  the  United  Methodist  af¬ 
filiation  in  recruitment  even  when 
church  ties  are  tenuous.  For  some,  an 
uneasy  conscience  w$s  evident,  though 


the  overwhelming  reaction  was  one  of 
fierce  defense  of  private  education  as 
part  of  the  mix. 

A  clue  to  the  unique  role  of  church- 
related  institutions  came  in  an  address 
by  Dr.  Merrimon  Cuninggim,  a  Ford 
Foundation  official  who  once  served  as 
dean  of  Perkins  School  of  Theology.  The 
difference  between  church  and  state 
schools,  he  said,  is  more  one  of  degree 
than  kind.  Church-related  schools,  he 
continued,  should  put  greater  stress  on 
values,  a  social  conscience  and  concern 
for  the  individual. 

Participants  were  reminded  that  the 
church  gave  birtfi  to  higher  education,  so 
they  ought  not  be  surprised  that  humane 
purposes  often  are  evident  in  their 
secular  counterparts. 

The  plea  for  discovery  of  a  new 
mission,  a  unique  posture  was  heard 
repeatedly  from  board  executive  Dr.  F. 
Thomas  Trotter.  (See  related  story.) 
“What  can  we  do  in  the  last  fourth  of  this 
century  that  will  be  as  innovative  as  our 
forefathers’  contributions  in  the  18th  and 
19th  centuries?"  he  asked. 

Lecturing  each  morning  against  the 
backdrop  of  the  Wesleyan  heritage.  Dr. 
Trotter  reminded  his  audience  that 
Wesley  rejected  an  elitist  view  of  higher 
education,  giving  as  his  purpose  the  day 
Kingswood  School  opened  in  1748  “to 
place  the  possibility  of  learning  within 
the  reach  of  all.” 

Abandon  of  tradition  urged 

Obviously  urging  his  listeners  to  break 
out  of  old  forms,  the  former  dean 
recalled  that  Wesley  started  the  first 
evening  school  for  working  men  and 
women.  He  noted,  too,  Wesley’s  abandon 
with  ecclesiastical  traditions  as  he  went 
about  renewing  the  church. 

The  educators  nodded,  but  with  weary 
resignation  to  the  realization  that  their 
task  must  be  worked  around  a  new 
generation  of  students.  Though  more 
quiet  than  their  counterparts  in  the  60s, 
they  are  infinitely  harder  to  peg. 

Some  light  was  shed  on  the  subject  by 
two  well-known  campus  ministers,  R. 
Bruce  Poynter  of  American  University  in 
Washington,  D.C.  and  Robert  H.  Hamill 
of  Boston  University. 

Both  cited  a  recent  study  by  Daniel 
Yankelovich,  which  indicates  that  young 
persons  are  buying  into  the  system  again 
but  not  without  lingering  suspicions  of 
the  morality  of  business  and  govern¬ 
ment. 

One  area  from  which  there  is  no  ap¬ 
parent  retreat  is  the  new  sexual  ethic, 
with  estimates  that  30  percent  of  college 
students  live  in  heterosexual  environs. 

The  duty  of  the  Christian  college? 
Asking  the  moral  questions,  answered 
Mr.  Poynter,  expressing  disdain  for  pat 
answers  which  he  said  often  only  un¬ 
dergird  existing  cultural  patterns  rather 
than  raising  the  basic  Christian  ethic. 


Drew  president  resigns 

MADISON.  N.J.  (RNS)  —  Dr.  Robert 
F.  Oxnam  has  resigned  as  president  of 
Drew  University  here  for  health  reasons. 
He  will,  however,  assume  the  honorary 
post  of  chancellor  of  the  United 
Methodist  institution. 

Hospitalized  on  April  19  and  released 
recently,  the  59-year-old  educator  has 
made  only  one  public  appearance  —  at 
commencement  on  May  25  —  in  more 
than  two  months. 

Dr.  Oxnam,  son  of  the  late  Bishop  G 
Bromley  Oxnam,  became  president  of 
Drew  in  1961. 

During  Dr.  Oxnam’s  presidency, 
Drew’s  enrollment  climbed  from  950  to 
1,470.  A  divisive  episode  at  the  univer¬ 
sity’s  seminary  early  in  his  tenure  ap¬ 
parently  has  left  few  scars  on  Drew. 


Seminary  offers  new  degree 

EVANSTON,  Ill.  —  Garrett  - 
Evangelical  Theological  Seminary  here 
has  announced  that  it  is  instituting  a 
Doctor  of  Ministry  degree  program.  The 
new  program  is  designed  to  further  the 
competence  of  men  and  women  who  have 
had  three  or  more  years  of  experience  in 
the  ministry  since  graduation  from 
seminary. 

Dr.  Merlyn  W.  Northfelt,  president, 
and  Dr.  K.  James  Stein,  dean,  have 
named  Dr.  Douglas  E.  Wingeier  director 
of  the  program.  He  is  now  receiving 
applications  for  enrollment  beginning 
with  the  winter  quarter  in  January  1975. 

“Unlike  the  seminary’s  Doctor  of 
Sacred  Theology  program  for  those 
seeking  specialization,”  said  Dr. 
Wingeier,  “this  new  Doctor  of  Ministry 
program  emphasizes  breadth  and 
flexibility.  Although  designed  as  a  two- 
year  program,  work  for  the  Doctor  of 
Ministry  degree  need  not  interrupt  the 
student’s  professional  service.  Rather, 
the  minister’s  own  parish  and  com¬ 
munity  are  utilized  as  educational 
resources  in  an  individually  structured 
program,  supplemented  by  intensive 
seminars  on  the  Garrett-Evangelical 
campus." 


WCC  grants  $352,000  to 
Laos  church 

GENEVA  (RNS)  —  The  Evangelical 
Church  of  Laos  has  been  given  $100,000 
by  a  World  Council  of  Churches  unit  to 
rebuild  50  churches  destroyed  in  the 
Indo-China  war. 

An  allocation  to  the  only  Protestant 
denomination  in  Laos  was  approved 
recently  by  the  board  of  the  WCC’s  Fund 
for  Reconstruction  and  Reconciliation  in 
Indo-China,  meeting  in  Vientiane. 

In  addition,  $192,000  was  approved  for 
the  resettlement  of  refugees  in  Laos  and 
$60,000  for  a  new  agricultural  com¬ 
munity. 

The  churches  to  be  rebuilt  in  Laos  are 
mostly  in  the  Plain  of  Jars  area  and  are 


Sen.  Hughes  defends  Colson 

Americans  urged  to  work  for  rebirth  of  national  integrity 


LOUISVILLE  (RNS)  —  Sen.  Harold  E. 
Hughes  (D.-Iowa)  told  a  combined  group 
of  United  and  Southern  Presbyterians 
here  that  Watergate  “may  be  another 
symbol  for  our  nation  of  the  cross”  and 
moral  and  spiritual  death,  but  if 
Americans  work  together  in  hope  there 
can  be  a  rebirth  of  integrity  and  forth¬ 
rightness  in  the  nation. 

He  also  described  as  “dead  wrong" 
anyone  who  believes  that  convicted 
Watergate  conspirator  Charles  Colson 
did  not  plead  guilty  because  his  newfound 
faith  in  Christ  dictated  that  decision.  Mr. 
Colson  was  sentenced  to  one  to  three 
years  for  his  part  in  the  conspiracy. 

Sen.  Hughes  said  that  despite  the 
continued  reports  of  corruption  and 
deception  in  Washington,  “the  Holy 
Spirit  is  working  —  He  is  moving  on  the 
hearts  of  people  .  .  .  and  they  are  not 
toying  around  .  .  . 

“Watergate  may  be  another  symbol  for 
our  nation  of  the  cross  —  we  go  there  in 
our  death  and  we  were  dying  there,  and 
freedom  almost  died  there  —  but  out  of 
this  can  come  the  Easter  theme  of 
rebirth." 

“If  you  and  I  can  believe,”  he  said,  “we 
can  restore,  we  can  re-create,  we  can 
throw  out  that  which  is  bad  and  restore 
that  which  is  good  and  restore  the 
freedoms  of  our  government.  We  will 
have  a  stronger  nation  as  a  result." 

Sen.  Hughes  said  that  overflow  par¬ 
ticipation  in  scores  Of  prayer  meetings  in 
Congress,  the  judiciary,  administrative 
agencies  of  the  government  —  as  well  as 
two  prayer  groups  in  the  White  House  — 
are  raising  the  spiritual  consciousness  of 
the  nation  in  official  Washington. 


He  said  that  nearly  every  President, 
upon  assuming  the  presidency,  has 
spoken  of  the  need  for  spiritual  dimen¬ 
sion  in  the  nation,  “and  then  almost  all  of 
them  have  gone  on  the  act  as  if  they  had 
never  said  it  —  and  that  goes  for  men  of 
both  parties.” 

But  he  discounted  the  notion  that  all 
politicians,  or  even  the  majority  of  them, 
are  ethically  suspect.  “Too  many  people 
get  the  impression  that  everyone  who  is 
sent  to  Washington  is  a  creep  —  a  crook 

—  some  kind  of  neanderthal  that  crawled 
out  from  behind  the  rocks.  But  you  put  us 
there.  What  does  that  say  about  you?” 

He  told  the  Presbyterians  —  both 
denominations  were  holding  their 
General  Assemblies  here  simultaneously 

—  that  if  those  who  have  strong  feelings 
about  what  the  country  needs  to  get  it 
running  smoothly  again  would  practice 
what  they  preach,  “regardless  of  what 
your  neighbor  does,"  solid  reform  could 
result. 

Referring  to  Mr.  Colson,  Hughes,  who 
has  been  a  major  spiritual  counselor  to 
him  since  his  conversion  several  months 
ago,  said  he  will  stand  behind  Mr. 
Colson’s  integrity  to  the  end. 

“I  tell  you  of  the  commitment  of  a 
brother  (in  Christ).  Whether  he’s  in 
prison  or  he’s  a  king,  my  life  is  his  as  long 
as  he  lives  because  of  his  faith  and  belief 
in  the  word  of  God  and  Jesus  Christ." 

Mr.  Hughes  said  there  was  no  political 
chicanery  in  Mr.  Colson’s  decision  to 
plead  guilty,  a  decision  that  was  arrived 
at  after  Sen.  Hughes  and  others  had  spent 
a  long  night  in  prayer  over  the  matter. 

The  senator  said  Mr.  Colson  was  of¬ 
fered  a  chance  to  plead  guilty  to  charges 


A  converted 
Colson 

sentenced 

WASHINGTON. 
D.C.  —  Charles  W. 
Colson  [right]. 
President  Nixon’s 
former  special 
counsel,  leaves  U.S. 
District  Court  in 
Washington  with 
Sen.  Harold  Hughes 
[D-lowa],  a 
member  of  his 
prayer  group.  Mr. 
Colson,  a  recent 
convert  to  evangeli¬ 
cal  Christianity, 
was  sentenced  to  a 
one-to-three-year 
prison  term. 
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other  than  those  pleaded  guilty  to,  but 
refused  to  do  so  simply  because  “he 
could  not  in  conscience  plead  guilty  to 
what  he  knew  he  was  not  guilty  of." 

He  said  Mr.  Colson  then  decided  to 
plead  guilty  to  a  wrongdoing  he  knew  he 
was  guilty  of.  Mr.  Colson,  he  said, 
realized  that  it  would  mean  disbarment 
and  prison  but  was  willing  to  pay  the 
consequences. 

“It  is  a  terrifying  proposition  to  advise 
a  man  not  to  go  free,”  Sen.  Hughes  said 
of  the  decision  following  the  prayer 
meeting.  “He  didn’t  do  it  because  of  me 
but  because  of  Jesus  Christ.  How  many  of 
you  would  have  been  willing  to  do  it? 
Would  I  have  been  willing  to  do  it?” 

Mr.  Colson  told  newsmen  in 
Washington  after  his  conviction:  “I  have 
committed  my  life  to  Jesus  Chfist.  I  can 
work  for  the  Lord  in  prison  or  out  of 
prison  and  that’s  how  I  want  to  spend  my 
life.  What  happened  today  is  the  Lord’s 
will  and  the  court’s  will  and,  of  course,  I 
accept  that  fully.” 


to  be  simple,  multi-purpose  structures 
that  serve  whole  communities  as  well  as 
congregations,  according  to  a  member  of 
the  fund’s  board.  Each  church  will  get 
about  $2,000  from  the  fund. 

Clergy  golf  tournament  slated 

TULLAHOMA,  Tenn.  —  The  Fourth 
Annual  World  Clergy  Golf  Championship 
Tournament  has  been  scheduled  for  Oct. 
7  through  10,  officials  of  the  Churchmans’ 
Sports  Hall  of  Fame  announced  here 
recently. 

To  be  held  at  Panorama  Country  Club 
in  Conroe,  Tex.,  the  tournament  will 
feature  a  pro-preacher-layman  tour¬ 
nament  in  which  teams  of  one 
professional,  two  preachers  and  one 
layman  will  compete  against  each  other 
on  the  first  day,  with  regular  tournament 
play  scheduled  for  the  next  two  days. 

A  seminar  to  be  held  in  conjunction 
with  the  tournament  will  feature  Dr. 
Charles  Allen,  pastor  of  Houston's  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  as  guest 
speaker. 

The  tournament  offers  more  than 
$70,000  in  prizes  and  scholarships. 

Persons  interested  in  participating 
should  contact  the  Rev.  Robert  C. 
Warren,  Box  298,  Conroe,  Tex.  77301. 

Priests  help 
Betty  Hutton 
find  Christ 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  Betty  Hutton 
the  Hollywood  “blond  bombshell”  who 
recently  “found  Christ”  at  a  Catholic 
parish  in  Rhode  Island,  was  honored  here 
at  an  emotional  “love-in"  attended  by 
her  show  biz  peers. 

Radiant,  stunning  in  a  long  white  gown, 
the  famed  star  sat  at  the  head  table  in  the 
Riverboat  night  club  as  comedians, 
singers  and  several  priests  told  the 
tearful,  joyous  story  of  the  rise  and  fall 
and  rise  again  of  Betty  Hutton. 

Beside  her  at  the  head  table  were 
Father  Peter  Maguire  and  Father  James 
Hamilton  of  St.  Anthony’s  Roman 
Catholic  Church  in  Portsmouth,  R.I.  who 
befriended  the  actress  at  the  low  point  in 
her  life  when  she  was  “down  and  out, 
without  a  dime.” 

Through  the  friendship  and  guidance  of 
the  two  priests,  “everything  changed," 
Miss  Hutton  said.  “They  taught  me  the 
faith." 

She  became  a  Catholic  in  April,  and 
since  then  has  been  a  cook  and 
housekeeper  at  St.  Anthony’s. 

“Miss  Hutton  went  into  a  tailspin," 
said  Joey  Adams,  the  comedian.  “She  did 
that  because  she  thought  no  one  loved 
her.  There  was  unhappiness.  She  wanted 
to  crawl  away  and  die  .  .  . 

“Now  she’s  a  superstar.  She  found 
God,  she  found  love,  and  for  the  first 
time,  she's  calm.” 

Miss  Hutton  eventually  found  asylum 
at  St.  Anthony’s  rectory  last  February, 
after  a  dizzying  downward  spiral  from  a 
top  musical  comedy  star  of  the  1940s  and 
1950s;  her  own  television  show,  and 
$25,000-a-week  appearances  in  Las 
Vegas. 

Early  this  year  she  was  in  a  Con¬ 
necticut  sanitarium,  in  a  deep  state  of 
depression  and  with  no  will  at  all  to  live. 
She  was  sick  and  broke. 

"Always  religious,  she  was  receptive 
at  the  idea  of  seeing  a  priest,”  Earl 
Wilson  said.  “St.  Anthony  at  Portsmouth, 
R.I.,  took  her  in  .  .  ." 

At  her  testimonial,  she  stepped  out 
before  the  footlights  to  a  rolling  wave  of 
applause  from  her  show  business  friends, 
her  face  contorted  with  tears. 

As  the  audience  quited  down,  someone 
shouted,  “Are  you  planning  a 
comeback?" 

“No,"  she  said.  “The  voice  is  still 
there.  The  legs  are  as  good  as  they  ever 
were,  which  means  great.  But  I’m  not 
going  back.  I’ve  been  there  before,  and  I 
don’t  want  to  go  back.” 


Classified 

Rate:  25c  per  word,  figure  or  Initial  per  In¬ 
sertion.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on 
contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  in  advance.  Minimum  charge  of  $6.25 
Service  charge  or  blind  ads  $1.00  per  Insertion. 

HAVE  YOU  RECEIVED  your  copy  of  A 
Methodist  Is.  .  .  the  new  book  of  100 

humorous  cartoons  about  us  church  members? 

Still  only  $1.50  from  Cokesbury. 

SPIRITUAL  GROWTH  GROUPS  guide  self 
understanding  and  spiritual  development.  For 
free  Information  or  $5.00  leader  packet,  write: 
Spiritual  Growth  Foundation.  231 5- 50th,  Suite 

1.  Lubbock.  Texas  79412. 

A  UNIQUE  OPPORTUNITY.  A  successful 
retired  salesman  or  minister  to  represent  one 
of  America's  fastest  growing  religious  radio 
programs  in  your  area.  ExcepUonally  good 
Income  potential.  If  interested,  write. 
Methodist  Hour.  Box  77.  Orlando.  Florida 

32802. 

PREGNANT?  UNMARRIED?  Give  your  baby 
a  home  and  a  chance  at  life!  The  Methodist 
Mission  Home  In  San  Antonio  offers  a  com¬ 
plete.  confidential  service  on  your  proolems. 

Good  living  situation,  warm  acceptance,  best 
medical  care,  expert  counseling  and  con- 
Unulng  high  school  educaUon.  Call  or  write: 

Rev.  Harold  Burkhardt.  6487  Whitby  Rd..  San 
Antonio.  Texas  78240.  Phone  (512)  696-2410. 

EMBOSSING  METAL  ADDRESSOGRAPH 
PLATES.  One  day  service,  excluding  mailing 

Ume  on  small  orders.  No  minimum.  Write: 

Don's  Addressograph  Plate  Service.  433 
Camille  St..  Alexandria.  La.  7130L 

EVANGELISTIC  SINGER:  Experienced 
several  hundred  Methodist  churches  in  30 
stales.  Dates  avaUable  for  revivals  or 
missions.  Earl  Ward.  3001  Summer.  Waco. 
Texas  76708.  Telephone  753-2796. 

“COME  ALIVE”  weekend  for  singles.  Enjoy 
fun.  fellowship  and  personal  growth  at 
Daytona  Beach,  Fla.,  October  4,  5.  6.  Spon¬ 
sored  by  United  Methodists.  Write  for  free 
details:  Nancy  McAmls.  Registrar.  8600  S.  W. 

142nd  Si.,  Miami,  Fla.  33158. 

REFORMATION  HERITAGE  TOUR  to 
England.  France.  Germany.  Netherlands  with 
Bishop  and  Mrs  McFerrin  Stowe.  Nine  days 
beginning  April  7.  1975.  from  Dallas.  $649.  For 
brochure:  Bob  Sanders.  Box  793.  Winters. 

Texas  79567.  (915)-754-5213.  [ 

HOMEPARENTS  NEEDED  for  child  care. 
These  are  full  Ume  positions  for  married 
couples  with  no  dependents.  In  addition  to 
salary,  we  provide  meals,  laundry  service, 
living  quarters  while  on  duty,  sick  leave;  also 
Insurance  and  retirement  programs  are 
available.  Applicants  must  be  non-smcfcers. 
non-drinkers,  high  school  graduate,  preferably 
with  college  training.  These  poslUons  can 
provide  very  rewarding  experiences.  Please 
contact  the  personnel  Department,  Methodist 
Home.  1111  Herring  Ave..  Waco.  Texas  76708. 

ISRAEL.  LEBANON.  GREECE.  ITALY. 
EGYPT  tour.  $1,199.  Departing  Dallas. 
October  1-15.  Sponsors:  Graham  Ministerial 
Fellowship.  Dwayne  Spradlin.  Box  999. 
Graham.  Texas  76046.  Phone  (817)-549-3433. 

WANTED:  D.C.E.  nnd-or  Youth  Director. 
Good  salary.  Begin  August  or  September. 
Apply:  Rev.  Allan  Stuart.  First  UMC.  Box  E. 
Dunedin.  Fla.  33528  <813)-733-4139. 
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John  Adams  tells 
SLA  to  call  him 
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In  an  attempt  to  establish  contact  with 
the  Symbionese  Liberation  Army  (SLA), 
veteran  troubleshooter  John  P.  Adams  of 
the  denomination’s  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  has  begun  broadcasting  appeals 
to  the  group  on  West  Coast  radio  stations. 

In  a  recent  interview  on  NBC’s  Today 
show,  the  United  Methodist  minister 
explained  that  the  stepped  up  attempts  to 
contact  the  terrorist  organization  with 
which  Patricia  Hearst  is  linked  are  being 
initiated  with  an  eye  toward  opening 
communications,  rather  that  getting  the 
group  to  surrender. 

“This  is  not  an  appeal  for  your 
surrender,”  Mr.  Adams  explains  in  his 
radio  message  to  the  group.  “However,  if 
you  wish  to  consider  tactical  or  legal 

Church 

becoming 

inclusive 


WASHINGTON,  D  C.  (RNS)  -  All¬ 
black  districts  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  became  a  thing  of  the  past  in  the 
summer  of  1974. 

The  last  black  districts,  in  South 
Carolina  and  Mississippi,  were  in¬ 
tegrated  with  formally  all-white  units  in 
June. 

Of  the  530  district  superintendents  in 
the  denomination,  37  are  ministers  from 
minority  groups,  the  same  number  as 
reported  in  1973. 

However,  last  year  eight  of  the 
minority  superintendents  served  all¬ 
black  districts. 

(The  United  Methodist  Church  retains 
a  predominantly  Hispanic  conference  in 
Texas  and  an  Indian  conference  in 
Oklahoma.) 

This  year,  for  the  first  time,  a  Hispanic 
minister  was  named  to  an  integrated 
district.  He  is  the  Rev.  Elias  Galvan  of 
the  Southern  California-Arizona  Con¬ 
ference. 

Two  of  the  37  minority  superintendents 
are  Asian-Americans.  The  others  are 
black. 

More  than  20  of  the  70  regional  con¬ 
ferences  and  two  of  45  episcopal  areas 
have  minority  persons  on  their  staffs.  All 
these  employees  are  black  except  for  two 
American  Indians  in  North  Carolina. 

Three  conference  staffs  have  black 
chief  executives.  Those  are  Tennessee 
and  Central  Texas,  for  the  first  time,  and 
Detroit,  where  a  black  was  reappointed 
to  the  post. 

South  Carolina  has  four  black 
superintendents,  the  largest  number  of 
any  regional  conference. 

During  the  early  summer  round  of 
conference  meetings,  several  black 
pastors  were  assigned  to  predominantly 
white  congregations.  The  Rev.  Cornish 
Rogers,  an  associate  editor  of  The 
Christian  Century,  Chicago,  was  named 
pastor  of  the  nearly  all-white  St.  Paul’s 
Church,  Oxnard,  Calif. 

Bishop  Moore 
dies  at  85 

ATLANTA  —  Retired  Bishop  Arthur  J. 
Moore,  85,  died  here  last  week  following  a 
period  of  declining  health. 

The  prelate  —  whose  career  led  him 
fr<  juently  into  the  mission  fields  —  had 
*n  active  in  conducting  preaching 
missions  since  his  retirement  as  resident 
bishop  of  the  Atlanta  area  in  1960. 

He  served  first  as  bishop  of  the  Pacific 
Coast  area  and  in  1934  became  bishop  in 
charge  of  mission  activities  in  China, 
Japan,  Czechoslovakia,  Belgium, 
Belgian  Congo,  Poland  and  Korea. 

He  was  assigned  to  the  Atlanta  area  in 
1940  and  from  1952  to  1954  supervised  the 
Geneva,  Switzerland,  area  of  the  church, 
with  conferences  in  Central  Europe  and 
North  Africa. 

From  1940  to  1956  he  was  president  of 
the  former  Board  of  Missions  of  the 
forrmer  Methodist  Church. 

In  1937  he  led  a  Bishops’  Crusade  to 
“rekindle  mission  spirit  of  the  Methodist 
Church”  and  was  successful  in  clearing 
the  Mission  Board  of  its  $400,000  at  that 
time. 

He  served  as  president  of  the  Council  of 
Bishops  from  1951  to  1952  and  on  five 
separate  occasions  during  his  career  was 
dispatched  by  the  Council  to  disturbed 
areas  of  the  world. 

He  began  his  career  as  a  general 
evangelist  in  1912  and  pastored  Travis 
Park  Church  in  San  Antonio.  Tex.,  and 
First  Church,  Birmingham,  before  being 
elected  bishop. 


options  to  your  present  situation,  contact 
me  in  your  own  way  and  at  your  own 
time  ...” 

Mr.  Adams  explained  during  the  Today 
interview  that  presently  it  would  seem 
the  only  two  options  open  to  the  group  are 
to  remain  at  bay  and  eventually  be  killed 
or  surrender  and  go  to  prison. 

But  he  said  his  experience  at  Wounded 
Knee,  Kent  State  and  other  crisis 
situations  he’s  worked  in  indicate  that 
there  is  a  middle  ground  between  those 
options  where  other  alternatives  can  be 
found.  He  would  not  say,  however,  what 
those  alternatives  might  be. 

“It  is  possible  that  contacts  which  I 
have  developed  in  other  situations  could 
be  useful  to  you  in  exploring  your  options 
now,”  he  explains  in  his  radio  message. 

“I’ve  been  assured  that  I  will  not  be 
under  surveillance  in  any  contacts  with 
you.  There  will  be  no  tricks  in  what  I  am 
proposing ...  I  will  not  divulge  any 
information  to  any  person  or  agency  ex¬ 
cept  at  your  request.  Any  discussion  held 
will  remain  confidential  even  under 
threat  of  my  being  held  in  contempt. 

"If  by  any  accident,  you  become 
vulnerable  in  the  process  of  the 
discussion  we  hold,  I  will  remain  with 
you  and  share  the  vulnerability.” 

During  the  Today  interview  Mr. 
Adams  said  he  is  simply  attempting  to 
establish  contact  with  the  group  at  this 
point  with  the  belief  that  "there  is  a 
willingness  to  explore  options  if  those 
options  are  known.” 


Program 

headway 


to  combat  racism  makes 
in  local  church  settings 


By  BILL  BUCHANAN 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

CLAREMONT,  Calif.  -  Despite 
frontal  attacks  by  fighting-hard  liberals 
in  the  60s  and  a  plethora  of  federal 
legislation  aimed  at  setting  aright  the 
morals  of  a  “melting  pot”  nation,  racism 
is  still  very  much  with  us. 

To  be  sure,  the  “white  only”  signs  are 
gone  as  are  many  vestiges  of  institutional 
racism.  > 

What  is  with  us  is  what  Joe  Huff  of 
Claremont  School  of  Theology  here  calls 
"symbolic  racism,”  an  insidious  and  — 
on  the  part  of  most  people  —  unconscious 
form  of  racism  finding  expression  in 
attitudes  and  subtle  comments  which 
suggest  rather  than  accuse  persons  of 
minority  races  of  being  somehow  less 
worthy  than  whites. 

And  that’s  where  "Project  Under¬ 
standing"  comes  into  the  picture. 

Designed  by  Dr.  Huff,  who  is  professor 
of  Christian  ethics  and  dean  of  faculty  at 
Claremont,  the  project  is  attempting  to 
establish  models  for  combating  racism  in 
local  church  settings  and  has  the  backing 
of  the  Irwin-Sweeney-Miller  Foundation, 
a  Columbus,  Ind.,  based  organization 
with  philanthropic  interests  in  the  areas 
of  race,  religion  and  the  arts. 

The  project  —  which  drew  heavily  on 
interns  from  United  Methodist 
seminaries  around  the  country  —  is  now 


ending  its  first  year  of  operation  on  a 
national  basis.  And  the  results,  according 
to  the  ethicist,  are  promising. 

Key  cities  in  the  project’s  first  year 
were  Atlanta;  South  Bend,  Ind.;  San 
Francisco’s  Bay  Area;  Los  Angeles,  and 
Aurora,  Ill. 

In  each  of  these  cities  there  was  a 
cluster  of  ecumenically-minded 
congregations  which  had  expressed 
amenability  to  the  project’s  purpose:  the 
eradication  of  racism  in  its  overt  as  well 
as  its  covert  forms. 

The  church  -an  agent  of  change 

Dr.  Huff  said  the  program  grew  out  of 
two  premises:  the  belief  that  racism  is 
still  America’s  number  one  social 
problem  and  the  conviction  that  the 
church  is  still  one  of  the  most  effective 
agents  of  social  action  and  change. 

As  to  the  first  assumption,  Dr.  Huff 
admitted  that  the  symptoms  of  racism  in 
the  pre-60s  era  are  gone. 

In  most  cases  he  said,  institutional 
racism  such  as  legalized  segregation  is 
either  beaten  or  badly  on  the  run.  That 
was  the  type  of  racism  most  often 
referred  to  as  "red  neck  racism.” 

But  racism  still  prevails  in  the  form  of 
segregated  churches  and  neighborhoods, 
situations  which  exist,  Dr.  Huff  believes, 
not  because  of  laws  but  because  of  at¬ 
titudes  held  by  whites. 


There’s  also  a  new  language  that  is 
more  subtly  racist  than  the  slurring  use 
of  such  epithets  as  "nigger”  and  "jig”  in 
past  years.  It’s  a  language  which  says 
such  things  as  "Blacks  are  too  pushy.” 
"The  streets  just  aren’t  safe  anymore.” 
"Blacks  are  getting  better  deals  than 
whites.” 

"People  no  longer  speak  in  overt  racist 
language,”  explained  the  professor;  they 
speak  in  a  symbolic  racist  language. 
What’s  happened  is  that  racism  has 
changed  form.  It’s  become  more  subtle.” 

He  said  the  black  stereotype  has 
changed  to  become  somewhat  like  the 
Jewish  stereotype  of  a  few  years  ago  :  a 
pushy  person  who  is  an  economic  threat. 

Put  to  the  test,  it  worked 

As  to  his  second  premise  —  the  con¬ 
viction  that  the  church  is  still  a  viable 
setting  for  social  action  and  change  — 
Dr.  Huff  said  the  proof  —  as  usual  —  is  in 
the  pudding. 

In  Atlanta,  for  instance,  the  project 
was  to  some  degree  responsible  for 
bringing  about  a  "pluralistic”  housing 
development  where  low-income  and 
middle-income  persons  shared  the  same 
neighborhood.  This  is  one  step,  he  said, 
toward  ending  the  cycle  of  ghettoizing, 
one  of  the  most  aggravating  components 
of  racism. 

In  another  city  the  cluster  of  churches 


Religious  Heritage  award  winners  named 

Speakers  differ  on  future  of  nation;  entertainers,  woman,  newsman  also  cited 


WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (RNS)  -  Op- 
timism  concerning  the  nation’s  future, 
based  on  a  conviction  that  "God  is  here,” 
was  expressed  by  a  former  Navy  Chief  of 
Chaplains,  Rear  Admiral  James  W. 
Kelly  (retired),  as  he  received  the 
"Clergyman  of  the  Year”  award  from 
Religious  Heritage  of  America.  (RHA). 

However,  his  assessment,  made  at  the 
24th  annual  RHA  national  awards 
banquet  at  the  Washington  Hilton  June 
20,  was  not  fully  shared  by  the  1974 
"Churchman  of  the  Year,”  Walter 
Hoving,  board  chairman  of  Tiffany  and 
Co.  of  New  York,  who  said  from  the 
podium : 

"I  think  the  religious  heritage  of  this 
country  is  heading  for  trouble,”  ex¬ 
plaining  that  he  feels  "scientism”  has 
become  one  of  the  nation’s  "five 
religions,”  after  the  Roman  Catholic, 
Protestant,  Eastern  Orthodox  and 
Jewish  faiths. 

Schools  make  religion  of  science 

"Too  many  schools  in  this  country  have 
made  a  religion  out  of  science,"  he  said, 
adding:  ‘The  problem  will  become 
greater,”  since  "80  per  cent  of  classes  in 
schools  today  are  in  or  related  to 
science." 

The  laws  of  science  were  created  by 
God,  Mr.  Hoving,  an  Episcopalian,  said, 
and  all  scientists  have  done  is  "merely 
discovered  God’s  laws  of  science.” 

He  urged  “every  minister  and 
everybody”  to  emphasize  this  in  order 
“to  get  everyone  to  believe  it.” 

Rear  Admiral  Kelly,  a  Southern 
Baptist  who  is  now  director  of  his 
denomination’s  Chaplains  Commission  in 
Atlanta,  told  the  audience  at  the  dinner 
that  “things  are  not  so  bad.  Our  world  is 
better  off  tonight  than  it  has  been  for 
several  hundred  years,”  he  said. 

(Another  awardee,  Rabbi  Marc  H. 
Tanenbaum,  national  director  of  inter- 
religious  affairs  of  the  American  Jewish 
Committee,  reminded  the  audience  of  the 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  people  in  the 
sub-Sahara  section  of  Africa  and  the 
Indian  sub-continent  who  have  already 
died  of  starvation  and  of  many  more 
thousands  facing  the  same  fate.) 

Chaplain  optimistic 

The  retired  Navy  Chief  of  Chaplains 
said  there  is  "more  love,  justice  and 
freedom  in  the  world,  more  openness  and 
honesty  than  ever  before.  Our  heritage  is 
open  and  moving,  and  it  is  alive.  There  is 
a  greater  climate  for  healing  and 
reconciliation  now  than  ever  before.  This 
is  part  of  our  religious  heritage,  and  we 
are  responding. 

"May  we  have  the  confidence  of  this 
position,  that  God  is  here,”  Chaplain 
Kelly  said.  "Thank  God  we  have 
something  great  and  good,  something 
eternal  and  everlasting,  something  fine 
and  noble!  May  we  share  it  with  joy, 
enthusiasm,  positiveness  and  assur¬ 
ance!”  he  concluded. 

Mrs.  Claire  Collins  Harvey  was  named 
"Churchwoman  of  the  Year,”  the  second 
black  woman  to  be  so  honored,  the  other 


being  singer  Marian  Anderson,  in  1966. 
Mrs.  Harvey  is  national  president  of 
Church  Women  United,  and  also 
president  of  Collins  Funeral  Home  and 
Collins  Insurance  Companies  in  Jackson, 
Miss. 

Her  paternal  grandfather  was  a  slave 
and  her  husband,  the  Rev.  James  Har¬ 
vey,  is  a  clergyman  of  the  African 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  In  her 
remarks,  she  paid  tribute  to  all  of  the 
people  who  have  worked  with  her  over 
the  years,  singling  out  especially  her 
white  and  black  “sisters”  in  the  in¬ 
terreligious  Church  Women  United. 

Mrs.  Harvey,  whose  post-university 
studies  included  graduate  work  at  Union 
Theological  Seminary,  founded  Woman- 
power  United,  an  interracial  human 
relations  group  in  1961. 

Rabbi  Tanenbaum  received  one  of 
three  “special  awards"  also  presented  at 
the  banquet,  attended  by  400  persons. 
Rabbi  Tanenbaum  was  cited  “for 
building  bridges  of  understanding  be¬ 
tween  men  of  all  religions;  for  exercising 
religious  leadership  in  the  struggle  for 
social  justice  and  charity;  and  for 
uplifting  the  true  dignity  of  man  under 
God.” 

Special  awards  given 

Also  receiving  “special  awards”  were 
two  couples,  Johnny  Cash  and  his  wife, 
June  Carter,  country  western  en¬ 


tertainers  and  producers  of  a  full-length 
motion  picture,  “The  Gospel  Road,” 
depicting  the  life,  death  and  resurrection 
of  Jesus  Christ;  and  Paul  and  Lynne 
Harvey. 

Mr.  Harvey  is  a  veteran  radio  news 
broadcaster;  the  ABC  program  called 
"Paul  Harvey  —  News”  is  heard  on  more 
than  400  stations  five  days  a  week.  His 
wife  is  executive  producer  and  general 
manager  for  the  program. 

The  Carters  were  honored  by  the  RHA 
"for  utilizing  your  unique  combination  of 
talents  to  manifest  to  others  your  firm 
religious  commitment,  and  for  reaching 
beyond  the  entertainment  world  in 
contributing  to  the  material  and  spiritual 
uplift  of  those  in  need.” 

The  Harveys’  citation  read:  “For  your 
inseparable  talents  through  which  you 
incisively  communicate  to  the  nation  and 
world  your  understanding  of  the  spirit  of 
America,  and  for  reaffirming  through  a 
national  forum  your  resolute  convictions 
regarding  the  nation’s  religious  foun¬ 
dations.” 

A  "Distinguished  Patriot  Award”  was 
presented  to  Dr.  Kenneth  D.  Wells, 
honorary  vice-chairman  and  president- 
emeritus  of  Freedoms  Foundation  at 
Valley  Forge,  Pa.,  which  he  co-founded 
in  1949. 

He  was  cited  "for  a  lifelong  vigilance  in 
safeguarding  the  inalienable  rights  of  all 
Americans;  for  creativity  as  a  founder  of 


Freedoms  Foundation;  for  protecting  the 
democratic  bedrock  of  this  nation,  and 
for  instilling  in  millions  of  people  the 
basic  tenets  of  the  American  way  of  life.” 

Religious  Heritage  of  America,  Inc., 
founded  in  1951,  is  a  "national,  non¬ 
sectarian,  non-profit  organization 
seeking  to  preserve  and  celebrate  the 
rich,  diverse  religious  heritage  of 
America,  and  through  it  strengthen  and 
enrich  all  aspects  of  American  life,”  the 
program  stated. 

W.  Clement  Stone,  chairman  of 
Combined  Insurance  Company  of 
America  in  Chicago,  is  RHA  president, 
and  Kenneth  L.  Hansen,  is  executive 
vice-president. 


developed  a  monitoring  team  to  keep  an 
eagle  eye  on  civic  events  and  sound  the 
alarm  when  anything  smacking  of  overt 
or  covert  racism  seemed  to  be 
developing  around  City  Hall.  The  symp¬ 
tom  was  then  publicized  and  dealt  with 
through  church  intervention. 

In  each  instance  the  various  churches’ 
activities  were  coordinated  by  a  team  of 
seminarians  who  had  been  trained  in  the 
areas  of  community  organization  and 
facilitation. 

However,  rather  than  going  in  and 
organizing  social  action  from  an  out¬ 
sider’s  perspective,  the  students  took  the 
task  of  assisting  the  churches  in 
developing  programs  of  action  that  grew 
out  of  congregational  concern. 

A  lot  of  the  so-called  social  action  of  the 
60s,  said  the  professor,  was  merely 
negative  reaction  at  the  local  level  to 
what  national  agencies  were  doing. 

"But  everything  we  did  was  related 
-  specifically  to  the  concerns  of  the  local 
church.  We  were  attempting  to  enable 
these  people  to  become  planners 
themselves.” 

Dr.  Huff  admitted  that  considerable 
difficulty  was  encountered  at  several 
turns  because  local  church  goers  have 
"been  trained  to  have  a  program  handed 
down  to  them”  from  a  national  agency 
rather  than  developing  their  own 
programs.  They  were  faced  with  the 
tough  question  of  exactly  what  it  meant 
to  be  Christ’s  church  in  their  community. 

Sound  like  more  secularism  invading 
the  church? 

Not  so  says  the  professor. 

"What  we  were  doing  was  basically 
theological.  We  were  asking  ‘What  is  it  to 
be  the  church?’  " 

And  the  answer  to  that  question,  he 
said,  is  found  in  the  interaction  of  three 
elements:  Praise  and  thanksgiving 
(corporate  worship),  teaching  (com¬ 
municating  the  word  of  God)  and 
prophecy  (the  struggle  for  peace  and 
justice.) 


Poem  of  the  fFee/c~j 

Act 

By  GAIL  COOKE 

Words  can  be  inspirational, 

Yet  men  will  heed 
More  than  lofty  sentiment, 

One  worthwhile  deed. 


Profs  wife  6 turns-on 9 
retreat  goers  with  Bible 


Hatfield  urges  decrease 
in  consumption  of  meat 
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first  mortgage 
church  bonds 


interest  per  annum 

with  maturity  dates  ranging  from  1  to  10 Vz  years  and 
interest  payable  semiannually. 

This  announcement  is  neither  an  offer  to  sell  nor  a  solicitation 
of  an  offer  to  buy.  The  offer  it  made  by  prospectus  only. 


c54.cH  Culbertsori  and  Company 

1408  Continental  Life  Building 
Fort  Worth,  Texas  76102 

Within  Texas,  call  1  -MO- 792-2992  Outside  of  Texas,  call  l-dOO-433-2423  (toll  free) 

Gentlemen:  Please  send  information  on  available  first  mortgage  church  bonds. 

Name - - - - - - - " 


I 

|  Address - - - - - - - - | 

i  City,  State  &  Zip - - - - - j 


ST.  PAUL,  Minn.  (RNS)  —  Christians 
should  drastically  limit  their  con¬ 
sumption  of  meat  to  help  the  world’s 
hungry.  Sen.  Mark  O.  Hatfield,  R-Ore., 
said  here. 

Speaking  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
Conservative  Baptist  Association  of 
America,  he  said  that  Christians  need  to 
"analyze,  in  prayer  before  God,  our  own 
habits  of  food  consumption.” 

Sen.  Hatfield,  a  Baptist,  suggested: 

“Specifically,  we  can  drastically  alter 
our  consumption  of  meat,  and  the  money 
we  save  we  can  give  to  alleviate  world 
hunger. 

“Some  Christians  may  decide  that  part 
of  their  witness  means  being  a 
vegetarian.  Families  can  decide  how  to 
limit  their  consumption  of  beef,  perhaps 
to  only  certain  days  or  as  times  of 
celebration,  or  just  on  certain  days  of  the 
week.” 

The  senator  proposed  that  every 
family  could  establish  a  specific  budget 
amount  directed  to  meeting  the  needs  of 
starving  people  in  some  area  of  the 
world. 

He  also  suggested  that  Christians  can 
be  asked  to  give  a  specific  tithe  just  for 
the  purpose  of  relieving  hunger. 

"We  should  consider  a  graduated  tithe 
just  for  the  purpose  of  relieving  hunger,” 
Sen.  Hatfield  proposed.  "Further,  we 
should  consider  a  graduated  tithe,  which 
increases  in  its  percentage  according  to 
the  amount  of  one’s  income.  ‘From  those 
to  whom  much  has  been  given,  much  will 
be  expected.' 

“We  should  renew  the  Christian 
discipline  of  fasting  as  a  mean  for 
teaching  us  how  to  identify  with  those 
who  hunger,  and  to  deepen  our  life  of 
prayer  for  those  who  suffer.” 

Sen.  Hatfield  also  suggested  that  next 
Thanksgiving  "can  be  a  time  when 
Christians  throughout  the  land  join  to 
express  their  thanksgiving  for  our 
plenty,  not  by  a  feast,  but  by  a  sacrificial 
outpouring  and  sharing  of  our  plenty  with 
the  needy,  just  as  the  Pilgrims  shared 
with  the  Indians.” 

"As  Christians,”  he  continued,  "we 
can,  by  our  word  and  our  living  example, 
call  the  nation  to  the  task  of  sharing  from 


its  plenty  with  those  who  are  in  need.” 

Sen.  Hatfield  warned  that  "there  is  no 
problem  faced  by  this  world  more  likely 
to  breed  instability  and  conflict,  and 
increase  the  magnitude  of  mankind’s 
suffering  in  the  years  directly  ahead  of 
us,  than  the  shortage  of  food.” 

“International  politics,  relationships 
between  the  ‘super-powers’  and  the  poor 
countries,  the  durability  of  political 
regimes,  and  the  political  character  of 
nations,  including  our  own,  will  be 
shaped  by  the  growing  scarcity  of  the 
world’s  basic  resources,  and  especially 
food,  more  than  by  any  of  the  other 
factors  that  have  monopolized  our  at¬ 
tention.” 

He  said  the  world  produces  enough 
food  to  feed  all  its  inhabitants.  "But  when 
one  third  of  the  world’s  population  —  all 
those  who  are  comparatively  the  ‘rich’  — 
consume  two-thirds  of  the  world’s  protein 
resources,  then  millions  of  the  other  two- 
thirds  of  the  world  suffer,’  starve  and 
die,”  he  said. 

Sen.  Hatfield  said  Christians  should  re¬ 
examine  how  the  U.S.  government  uses 
its  resources. 

For  example,  he  said,  the  government 
spends  about  50  times  more  for  weapons 
and  forces  geared  to  the  destruction  of 
life  than  it  does  for  humanitarian  and 
economic  assistance  to  other  nations. 

“No  armies  can  ultimately  provide 
security  for  a  few  who  want  t®  cling  to 
their  wealth  amongst  a  sea  of  those  who 
are  suffering  and  facing  starvation  and 
death,”  he  warned. 

The  senator  said  "one  of  the  tragedies 
of  the  church  today,  which  surely  grieves 
the  Holy  Spirit,  is  the  unbiblical 
separation  we  have  made  between  verbal 
witnessing  to  the  Good  News  of  Christ, 
and  acting  with  his  love  to  meet  the  needs 
of  our  fellow  man." 

"This  is  basically  the  schism  between 
those  who  stress  evangelism,  as  opposed 
to  ‘social  gospel,’  ”  he  said. 

"You  do  not  find  such  a  division  in  the 
Scriptures;  you  do  not  see  such  distinc¬ 
tions  in  the  life  of  Christ.  This  is  a  false 
dichotomy  which  we  have  created,  and 
which  we  must  allow  God  to  destroy.” 


FAYETTEVILLE,  Ark.  —  Bible  study 
with  a  Perkins  School  Qf  Theology 
professor’s  wife  who  displayed  en¬ 
thusiasm,  intellect  and  charm  "turned- 
on”  over  400  registrants  at  Bishop’s 
Week  here  at  Mt.  Sequoyah  Assembly, 
June  24-27. 

Ms.  Marjorie  Power  of  Dallas  sub¬ 
stituted  for  her  husband,  Old  Testament 
Professor  W.  J.  A.  Power,  who  was 
confined  at  home  with  influenza,  in 
addition  to  doing  her  "own  thing,”  too. 
The  couple  had  been  scheduled  as  a  man- 
and-wife  team  for  the  daily  Bible  study. 

Asking  how  many  had  their  Bibles  with 
them,  Ms.  Power  said,  "You  must  read 
the  book  before  you  try  to  teach  it." 

Wired  for  sound  with  a  microphone 
around  her  neck  and  using  a  large  chalk 
board,  the  petite  Bible  teacher  had 
pastors,  district  superintendents, 
bishops,  and  United  Methodist  laity  in¬ 
volved  in  nearly  two  hours  of  Bible  study 
each  morning  in  the  Clapp  Auditorium. 

"With  whom  do  you  identify  in  the 
Bible  story,”  asked  Ms.  Power.  "Jesus  or 
the  blind  man  being  healed?” 

She  inserted  "What  does  it  say  about: 
Who  is  man?  Who  is  God?  And,  what 
about  their  relationship?” 

Pointing  dramatically  to  the  now  filled 
chalk  board,  Ms.  Power  said,  "All  Bible 
study  must  lead  to  a  resolution  or  a 
commitment.” 

She  said  the  Good  News  of  the  Gospel 
does  not  appeal  to  the  head,  but  to  the 
heart  fcr  commitment. 


"The  final  act  in  Bible  study  is  asking 
oneself  ‘what  am  I  going  to  do  about 
it?’,”  said  Ms.  Power. 

Preaching,  Gospel  singing  and  relaxed 
visiting  were  the  other  ingredients  in  the 
fellowship  week  at  the  Jurisdictional 
assembly  grounds  located  on  a  mountain 
overlooking  downtown  Fayetteville. 

Mr.  Bill  Mann  of  Dallas  directed  the 
singing  while  two  bishops  did  the 
preaching. 

Bishop  Ernest  T.  Dixon  Jr.  of  Topeka 
was  the  worship  preacher  and  Bishop  W. 
Kenneth  Goodson  of  Richmond,  Va.,  was 
the  Willson  Lecturer. 

Afternoons  were  “free  time"  providing 
opportunity  for  golf  at  a  near-by  course, 
non-scheduled  meetings  and  more 
visiting. 

Planned  by  the  jurisdiction’s  College  of 
Bishops,  the  "camp  meeting”  style 
program  was  designed  for  a  “relaxed 
time  away  from  the  daily  routine  of 
responsibility,”  according  to  Bishop  W. 
McFerrin  Stowe  of  Dallas. 

Bishop  Stowe  was  chairman  of  the 
planning  committee. 

“The  major  purpose  of  this  event  is 
fellowship  among  the  ministers  and  lay 
people  coming  from  the  17  annual  con¬ 
ferences  in  the  region,”  said  Bishop 
Stowe. 

Evaluation  of  the  four-day  "camp 
meeting  on  the  hill”  indicated 
achievement  of  the  stated  purpose. 

Bishop  Don  W.  Holter,  Lincoln,  con¬ 
vened  the  college  of  bishops  for  a 
meeting  on  Wednesday. 
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A  delightfully  beautiful  Retirement  Home  on  the  exotic  west  coast  of  Florida. 
It  faces  west  over  blue  water  and  green  trees  with  red  and  yellow  blossoms  the 
year  ’round.  And  it  faces  east  over  downtown  Bradenton  within  walking 
distance  to  churches,  library,  banks,  stores.  It’s  relaxing.  It’s  secure.  It's  oc¬ 
cupied  by  people  much  like  yourself  who  will  make  you  feel  comfortably  at 
home  for  the  rest  of  your  life. 

ASBURY  TOWERS  is  designed  and  operated  for  gracious  living  with  modern 
accommodations  for  your  creature  comforts  Including  health  care.  Come,  live 
with  us  and  check  your  responsibilities  at  the  curb  when  you  enter.  A  card, 
letter  or  phone  call  will  bring  you  a  color  brochure  and  complete  information. 

ASBURY  TOWERS,  1533  -  4th  Avenue  West,  Bradenton,  Florida  33505 
Odell  Glass,  Administrator  Phone:  813/  747-1881 


An  agency  of  the  Sarasota  District  of  the  Florida  Conference  of  The  United  Methodist  Church,  but  non- 
sectarian  in  its  benefits. 
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hops’  Week  Involves 
ijouisiana  United  Methodists 


1974  Pastor’s 
School  Is 


Bishops,  District  Superintendents, 
Conference  officers,  lay  persons,  wives 
and  families  numbering  approximately 
450  from  the  eight  states  in  the  South 
Central  Jurisdiction,  attended  the  first 
Bishops’  Week  at  Mt.  Sequoyah,  June  24- 
27.  Bishop  W.  Kenneth  Goodson,  of  the 
Richmond,  Va.,  Area,  and  Bishop  Ernest 
T.  Dixon,  of  the  Kansas  Area,  were  the 
speakers. 

Included  among  the  participants  from 
Louisiana  were  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  John 
Scarf,  Wesley-Ebenezer  Charge, 
Crowley;  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  John 
Bayliss,  Rayne  Memorial,  New  Orleans; 
the  Rev.  L.  Ray  Branton,  Shreveport;  all 
of  the  District  Superintendents  and  their 
wives;  and  Bishop  and  Mrs.  Finis  A. 
Crutchfield. 

Singing  was  led  by  Bill  Mann,  and 
Bible  study  groups  were  under  the 
leadership  of  Mrs.  W.  J.  A.  Power,  who 
substituted  for  her  husband,  Doctor 
Power,  Professor  at  Perkins  School  of 
Theology,  who  was  unable  to  attend. 

At  a  Cabinet  meeting  held  during  the 
week,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  F.  Harrington 
were  honored  by  the  Cabinet  upon 
completion  of  their  work  in  the 
Superintendency  of  the  New  Orleans 
District. 


News,  Bulletins, 
Pictures  Wanted 

The  LOUISIANA  METHODIST,  as 
most  of  our  readers  know,  is  now  being 
edited  in  the  Office  of  The  Area  Provost, 
1114  American  Bank  Building,  New 
Orleans  71030.  The  staff  needs  the  help  of 
every  church  in  the  Conference  in 
assuring  that  the  widest  and  most 
comprehensive  coverage  is  given. 

Please  have  your  church  bulletin, 
newsletters,  newspapers,  brochures  sent 
to  this  office,  in  order  that  they  may  be 
researched  for  items  of  interest  to  be 
published  in  the  Conference  newspaper. 

Please  note,  also,  that  your  district 
Director  of  Public  Relations  and 
Methodist  Information  is  a  resource 
person  for  the  District  and  may  be  used 
by  any  church  needing  his  service. 

Copy  for  publication  is  finalized  in  the 
Provost’s  office  ten  days  prior  to 
publication. 


Schools  Of 
Mission  List 
Busy  Schedule 

When  the  first  session  of  the  School  of 
Christian  Mission  opens  at  Centenary 
College  on  July  17,  it  will  mark  the 
beginning  of  a  busy  and  ambitious 
schedule.  The  opening  plenary  session  is 
designated  for  1:15  p.m.  in  Hurley  Music 
Auditorium. 

The  regular  classes  in  the  two  basic 
subjects,  “Education  for  Global  Con¬ 
sciousness,’’  and  “Our  Faith  in  the  Midst 
of  Pluralism,’’  will  be  held  starting  at 
3:00  p.m.  on  the  same  day.  Mrs.  John  B. 
Freeman  will  present  the  first  section  of 
the  Bible  Study  on  the  Book  of  Jonah  at 
7:00  p.m.  in  Hurley  Music  Auditorium. 

Classes  on  Thursday,  July  18,  will  be 
held  from  8:30  a.m.  -  10:30  a.m.;  and 
from  2:00  p.m.  -  4:00  p.m.  Friday,  July 
19.  will  have  a  class  schedule  of  8:30  a.m. 

-  10:30  a.m. 

In  addition  to  the  Wednesday  evening 
Bible  Study,  the  following  Bible  Study 
sessions  are  scheduled:  Thursday,  July 
18  at  7:00  p.m.;  and  Friday,  July  19,  at 
9:50  a.m. 

School  Number  Two  will  begin  at  6:30 
p.m.  in  Hurley  Auditorium,  Friday,  July 
19.  Schedule  of  classes  is  as  follows: 
Saturday,  July  20,  8:30  a.m.  - 10:30  a.m., 
and  1:45  p.m.  -  3:45  p.m.;  Sunday,  July 
21,  8:30  a.m.  -  10:30  a.m. 

Bible  Study  for  the  second  session  will 
be  Saturday,  July  20  at  6:30  p.m.  in 
Hurley  Auditorium,  and  again  on  Sun¬ 
day,  July  21,  at  10:45  a.m. 

Mrs.  Robert  Compton,  Conference 
President  of  United  Methodist  Women,  is 
calling  an  Executive  Committee  meeting 
on  July  16,  at  2:00  p.m.  on  the  second 
floor  of  James  Dormitory. 

Other  meetings  scheduled  for  July  16 
include  the  Committee  on  School  of 
Christian  Mission,  at  4:00  p.m.  in  James 
Library,  Room  110;  and  Study  Groups 
Leaders  to  meet  with  the  Committee  on 
School  at  6:30  p.m.  in  James  Library, 
Room  110. 

A  record  attendance  is  expected  at  this 
years  two  Schools. 


Missions  Remembered 

Trinity  Church,  Alexandria,  celebrated 
Mission  Sunday  on  June  23rd  receiving  a 
special  offering  for  Mission  work.  The 
event  was  sponsored  by  the  Work  Area  on 
Missions,  Mrs.  Rita  Ransbottom,  chair¬ 
person.  The  Rev.  M.  David  Felder  is 
pastor. 


In  the  reception  line  at  the  reception  honoring  United  Methodist  Women  Inez 
Chrisentery  and  Elizabeth  McGown  are:  Dr.  Lamar  Smith,  host  pastor.  University 
United  Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge;  Mrs.  Chrisentery;  Mrs.  McGowan;  Mrs. 
Carlyle  [Ruth]  Chapman,  Vice-President  of  Baton  Rouge  District  UMW;  Mrs. 
Walter  [Helen]  Brock,  District  President  of  Baton  Rouge  UMW;  and  Mrs.  Robert 
Compton,  Louisiana  State  President,  UMW. 

Two  Methodist  Women  Honored 
By  Baton  Rouge  District 


Outstanding  Louisiana  United 
Methodist  women  Mrs.  Inez  Christentery 
and  Mrs.  Charles  B.  (Elizabeth) 
McGowan  were  honored  by  United 
Methodist  Women  of  the  Baton  Rouge 
District  with  a  district-wide  reception  on 
June  22  at  University  United  Methodist 
Church,  Baton  Rouge. 

Both  United  Methodist  women  were 
honored  for  years  of  unselfish  service  to 
the  Church,  through  local,  conference, 
jurisdictional,  and  general  church 
agencies.  Mrs.  Chrisentery  represents 
Louisiana  on  the  Jurisdictional  level,  and 
Mrs.  McGowan  serves  in  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  as  a  member  of  the 
Women’s  Division.  Both  hold  positions  of 


responsibility  on  boards  of  directors  of 
numerous  United  Methodist  service 
institutions  throughout  the  nation. 

More  than  250  persons  attended  the 
reception  honoring  Mrs.  Chrisentery  and 
Mrs.  McGowan,  some  travelling  from 
other  districts  across  the  state.  Guests 
included  Mrs.  Robert  Compton. 
President  of  the  Louisiana  Conference 
United  Methodist  Women;  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
J.  Woodrow  Hearn,  District  Superin¬ 
tendent  of  Lake  Charles  District, 
representing  Bishop  Crutchfield  and  the 
Cabinet;  Mr.  Tom  Matheny,  Conference 
Lay  Leader  and  Chairman  of  the  Con¬ 
ference  Board  of  The  Laity. 


Scenes 


July  22-25 


Louisiana  Conference 


Reception  Held  For  Ted  Smiths’ 


Reflects  Membership  Gain 


At  Bayou  Chicot 

A  reception  was  held  on  June  20th, 
honoring  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Ted  Smith,  of 
the  Bayou  Chicot  United  Methodist 
Church.  The  Smiths  began  their  second 
year  at  Bayou  Chicot,  and  members  of 
the  church  wanted  to  show  their  ap¬ 
preciation  for  “.  .  .  all  they  have  done 
and  mean  to  us.” 

A  large  attendance  was  noted,  and 


Kent  Thompson,  church  lay  leader, 
presented  the  Smiths  with  a  gift  from 
members. 

Assisting  in  planning  the  reception 
were  Mrs.  Clyde  Johnson,  Mrs.  L.  L. 
Helmer,  Mrs.  Kent  Thompson,  Mrs.  J.  E. 
Compton,  Miss  Mabel  Thompson,  Mrs. 
Delmont  Whittington  and  Miss  Jennifer 
Whittington. 


Reports  from  the  District  Superin¬ 
tendents  on  all  of  the  churches  in  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  were  heard 
in  the  Cabinet  meeting  at  Mt.  Sequoyah 
in  late  June.  The  reports  show  a  net  gain 
in  membership,  through  June  15,  of  2,100 
since  January  1,  1974. 

The  Slidell  Church,  the  Rev.  J.  Philip 
Woodland,  Pastor,  leads  the  Conference 
in  membership  gain,  having  received  156 
members  since  January  1. 


Laity  Retreat  Held  At  Centenary 
Marks  Eighteenth  Session 


At 

Bishop’s 

Week 


Dr.  Alfred  L. 
Norris  Heads 


Lafon  Board 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Alfred  L.  Norris  has  been 
elected  President  of  the  Lafon  Home 
Board  at  a  special  called  meeting  on 
June  21. 

Lafon  Home  is  presently  undergoing  a 
$50,000  improvement  program  in  order  to 
meet  the  standards  of  the  state  fire 
marshal,  and  is  envisioning  a  long-range 
permanent  expansion.  The  Rev.  Alfred 
Norris  has  been  selected  to  give  signal 
leadership  to  this  important  aspect  of  the 
institutional  life  of  our  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference. 

Bishop  Crutchfield,  who  has  been  the 
Chairman  of  the  Board,  will  now  become 
one  of  the  Vice-Chairmen  of  the  Lafon 
Home  Board,  and  will  maintain  his  ac¬ 
tive  interest  in  this  institution,  as  the 
Reverend  Dr.  Norris  gives  significant 
leadership  as  President. 


Bishop  Crutchfield  Guest 
Speaker  At  Brooks 
Prayer  Room  Dedication 

Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield  recently 
conducted  a  service  of  dedication  for  the 
new  Prayer  Room  at  Brooks  Church, 
New  Orleans.  The  Prayer  Room  is  a  gift 
from  Mrs.  Josephine  Gay  Capelton  in 
memory  of  her  mother,  Mrs.  Alee  B.  Gay 
and  of  her  husband  Charles  H.  Capelton. 

Both  Mrs.  Gay  and  Mr.  Capelton  were 
devoted  and  loyal  members  of  Brooks 
Church,  having  given  extensively  of  their 
tithe,  time  and  talents.  Mrs.  Gay  reac¬ 
tivated  the  Altar  Guild,  serving  until 
illness  precluded  her  activity.  Mr. 
Capelton  was  a  president  of  the  United 
Methodist  Men’s  Club,  Trustee  of  the 
church  and  chairman  of  Stewardship  and 
Finance. 

The  Prayer  Room  was  appropriately 
dedicated  to  ”...  the  Glory  of  God”  in 
memory  of  Mrs.  Gay  and  Mr.  Capelton. 

The  Rev.  Henry  L.  Stewart  is  Pastor  of 
the  church. 


At  its  eighteenth  annual  retreat,  held  at 
Centenary  College,  June  29-30th, 
preliminary  plans  were  made  for 
developing  United  Methodist  Men’s 
groups  in  all  churches  and  districts 
throughout  the  Conference.  Eighteen 
persons,  including  District  Directors  of 
United  Methodist  Men,  met  for  breakfast 
with  Eloi  Primeaux,  Conference  Director 
of  UMM,  to  discuss  plans  for  im¬ 
plementation. 

At  the  Saturday  evening  service,  the 
Men’s  Choir  of  Pineville  Church  provided 
special  music,  under  the  direction  of 
Fred  W.  Tannehill,  Choir  Director,  who 
also  led  the  singing  for  the  retreat. 

Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield  preached 
at  the  Sunday  morning  service. 
Preceding  the  service  a  panel  discussion 
was  held,  under  the  leadership  of  Dr. 
Harold  C.  Letts  and  Dr.  Howard  C. 
Blake,  retreat  speakers. 

The  Rev.  Robert  Potter,  pastor  of 
Cedar  Grove  Church,  conducted  the 
sunrise  Service  of  Communion  at  the 
amphitheatre.  Tom  Matheny,  Con¬ 
ference  Lay  Leader,  presided  over  the 
Retreat. 

Mrs.  Morgan 
Dies  At  84 

Mrs.  G.  A.  (Edith)  Morgan,  age  84,  of 
Jonesboro,  passed  away  on  June  21  at 
Santa  Anna,  Texas.  Mrs.  Morgan  was  the 
widow  of  the  Rev.  G.  A.  Morgan,  who 
served  churches  in  Texas  and  Louisiana 
until  his  retirement  in  1958.  Before  his 
death,  Mr.  Morgan  was  a  Methodist 
minister  for  half  a  century. 

Born  July  3,  1889  in  Ridge,  La. 
(Lafayette  Parish),  she  was  the  daughter 
of  the  late  Golden  Hoffpauir  and  Martha 
Willie  Hoffpauir.  She  had  moved  to  Santa 
Anna  from  Jonesboro  in  1973,  due  to 
illness, 


Among  participants  in  the  eighteenth 
annual  Lay  Retreat  were  [I  to  r]  O.  W. 
Marrs,  District  Lay  Leader,  Baton 
Rouge;  Mrs.  Robert  Compton,  President, 
United  Methodist  Women,  Elton;  Dr. 
Harold  C.  Letts;  and  Dr.  Howard  C. 
Blake,  speakers  at  the  retreat,  which  had 
as  its  theme,  "Concern  for  Persons"  and 
"Evangelism." 


Felicity  Church 
Purchases  Bus 

Felicity  Church,  New  Orleans,  has 
recently  purchased  a  bus  for  use  in 
bringing  children  and  adults  to  church 
and  church  school  services.  The  bus, 
made  possible  through  an  Advance 
Special  church  project,  cost  $6,731,  of 
which  $4,700  has  already  been  raised  and 
applied  to  the  cost. 

Felicity  serves  largely  a  Spanish 
speaking  congregation.  The  pastor  is  the 
Rev.  Ray  Holt. 

Contributions  are  needed  to  help 
defray  the  balance  of  the  purchase  price, 
and  any  donations  may  be  designated  for 
Advance  Special  credit.  Please  send  your 
contributions  to  Dr.  R.  Leonard  Cooke. 
Conference  Treasurer,  P.O.  Box  4303, 
Shreveport,  La.  71104. 


The  1974  Pastor's  School  will  be  held  at 
Centenary  College  in  Shreveport  July  22- 
25,  and  will  have  as  its  theme  “A 
Preaching  Workshop.” 

The  Rev.  James  Poole,  chairman  for 
this  year’s  event,  indicates  that  the 
entire  school  will  be  devoted  to 
preaching.  Each  participant  is  being 
asked  to  be  prepared  to  give  two  twelve 
minute  sermons  before  a  group  of  his 
colleagues.  These  sermons  are  to  be 
evaluated  by  the  group.  Positive 
suggestions  are  to  be  presented,  and  the 
sessions  are  designed  as  building 
sessions  by  a  group  of  each  pastor’s 
peers  under  trained  leadership.  These 
evaluations  are  in  no  way  intended  as 
criticisms. 

Housing  at  pastor’s  school  will  be  in 
dormitories  at  Centenary.  Registration 
fee  is  $6.00  per  pastor  and  $10.00  for 
pastor  and  wife.  There  is  also  a  fee  of 
$3.00  for  the  Bishop’s  Banquet  to  be  held 
Wednesday,  July  24  at  5:30  p.m.  in  the 
college  cafeteria. 

Registration  takes  place  at  10:00  a.m. 
Monday,  July  22  at  James  Hall  in  the 
lobby.  The  school  ends  at  12:30  p.m. 
Thursday,  July  25. 

Dean  of  the  school  is  the  Rev.  John 
Johns  of  Bossier  City. 


The  Rev.  Dr.  Alfred  L.  Norris  is  the 
new  President  of  Lafon  Home  Board. 


Crutchfields  Honored 
At  Chapel  Dedication 


Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield,  Bishop  Paul  Milhouse,  Mr.  Jim  Egan,  are  shown 
standing  in  The  Chapel  of  Transfiguration  which  was  dedicated  on  June  25.  The 
Chapel  was  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Egan  ".  .  .  to  The  Glory  of  God  and  in 
Recognition  of  the  Donors’  Love  and  Esteem  for  Bishop  and  Mrs.  Finis  A.  Crutch¬ 
field." 

Camp  Egan,  one  of  the  camps  of  the  Oklahoma  Conference,  is  located  near 
Tahlequah.  Bishop  and  Mrs.  Crutchfield  were  leaders  in  the  camping  program  of 
Oklahoma  for  over  30  years.  The  Chapel,  nestled  in  the  hills,  is  named  for  an  ex¬ 
perience  in  the  life  of  Jesus,  whose  transfiguration  on  the  mountainside  is  one  of  the 
significant  stories  of  The  New  Testament. 

All  of  the  Louisiana  persons  present  at  Bishops'  Week  motored  over  to  Camp  Egan 
for  the  dedication. 


The  Reverend 
and  Mrs.  Ted 
Smith,  of  Lecompte 
Bayou  Chicot,  are 
pictured  at  a 
reception  given  in 
their  honor  by 
church  members  on 
June  20.  Mrs.  J.  E. 
Compton  is  at  the 
punch  bowl. 


Bishop’s  Message 

Perhaps'llie  most  important  single  element  of  encouragement  at  our  recent 
Annual  Conference  sessions  was  the  notable  theme  of  evangelism  and  the 
spiritual  life.  For  years  the  church  was  afraid  of  evangelism,  but  no  more.  The 
days  of  being  proud  of  decline  are  past.  We  are  now  advancing  and  will  continue 
to  advance.  Our  numerical  gain  in  membership  in  the  conference  was  sub¬ 
stantial  enough  to  give  cause  for  real  rejoicing.  The  fact  that  our  Conference 
Council  on  Ministries  has  focused  our  attention  upon  two  themes,  evangelism 
and  concern  for  persons,  accentuates  the  subject.  Since  the  conference  of¬ 
ficially  adopted  these  emphases,  we  will  understand  that  to  be  a  mandate,  and 
we  will  pursue  same  assiduously. 

Let  each  congregation  and  each  pastor  begin  now. 

Faithfully, 


Finis  A.  Crutchfield 


Top  left:  Mrs.  Crutchfield  and  Mrs.  Ralph  Cain  are  shown  enjoying  a  moment  oj 
relaxation  during  Bishops'  Week.  [ Editor's  note:  They  thought  the  picture  was  for 
the  family  album,  not  THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 7] 

Top  right:  Two  generations  of  Crutchfields  [in  addition  to  another  not  shown  here ] 
were  on  hand  at  Mt.  Sequoyah. 

Bottom  left:  Mrs.  Robert  Harrington  and  Doctor  Harrington  were  the  recipients  of 
a  gift  and  recognition  plaque,  honoring  them  for  their  service  in  the  District 
Superintendency  of  the  New  Orleans  district. 

Bottom  right:  The  Rev.  John  Scarf  and  Mrs.  Scarf,  Wesley-Ebenezer  Charge, 
Crowley,  were  participants  in  Bishops’  Week. 


The  Rev.  Waller  L.  Gilbert 

Dies  After  Brief  111  ness 
Funeral  services  for  the  Rev.  Walter  L. 
Gilbert,  pastor  of  the  Chatham-Clay-Zoar 
charge,  who  died  after  a  brief  illness  on 
June  22,  were  held  in  the  Chatham 
Church.  Conducting  the  service  were  the 
Rev.  W.  O.  Lynch,  Jr.  and  the  Rev.  J. 
Roddy  Taylor. 

The  Reverend  Mr.  Gilbert  is  survived 
by  his  widow,  Mrs.  Ollie  Mae  Wyatt 
Gilbert,  two  sons  and  two  daughters. 


Special  Offering 
For  Lafon 

A  special  offering  for  Lafon 
Home,  New  Orleans,  will  be  taken 
in  all  churches  of  the  Conference 
on  Sunday,  July  14.  Contributions 
will  be  allocated  for  operation  of 
the  Home,  which  serves  aging 
persons  of  the  Conference. _ 


Louisiana  Methodists 

Note  Sickle  Cell 
Anemia  Week 

United  Methodists  of  Louisiana  will 
participate  in  the  Sickle  Cell  Anemia 
Week  Observance  proclaimed  by 
Governor  Edwin  Edwards,  July  14  -  July 
21. 

The  New  Orleans  Sickle  Cell  Anemia 
Foundation  has  asked  churches  and  civic 
groups  to  join  in  the  effort  to  raise  $74,000 
for  use  in  research  and  education.  New 
Orleans  District  churches  specifically 
have  been  asked  to  participate. 

Research  continues  on  this  blood 
disease  that  affects  mostly  blacks,  but  as 
yet  no  cure  has  been  found. 
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Mutual  accountability:  we  think 
it  can  salvage  higher  education 


iThe  recent  Institute  of  Higher 
Education  <TM/  UMR  July  5)  revealed 
that  many  United  Methodist  ad¬ 
ministrators  feel  uneasy  about  that 
phrase  "church-related.” 

Higher  education,  participants  were 
reminded,  began  with  the  church.  But  a" 
rehearsal  of  those  noble  beginnings  only 
served  to  embarrass  further  the  present 
situation  in  some  of  our  denominational 
schools. 

Many  find  the  association  of  little 
practical  value  other  than  in  recruiting 
students.  Parents  who  want  their 
children  to  enjoy  the  alleged  benefits  of  a 
church  school  may  find  that  religious 


emphases  have  been  compromised 
order  to  broaden  the  base  of  support. 

The  other  side  of  the  coin  is  that  the 
church  has  contributed  little  more  than  a 
pittance  to  these  schools  in  recent  years. 
Good  response  to  the  special  needs  of  our 
seminaries  and  black  colleges  would 
seem  to  indicate,  however,  that  the 
United  Methodist  Church  will  rally  when 
the  challenge  is  projected. 

Board  of  Higher  Education  officials  in 
Nashville  have  indicated  that  a  plan  to 
shore  up  financially  our  church-related 
colleges  and  universities  will  be  ready  by 
the  ’76  General  Conference. 

But  what  can  and  should  begin  im¬ 
mediately  is  a  new  process  of  mutual 
accountability. 

We  believe  the  needed  insight  can  best 
come  from  grassroots  articulation  of 
mutual  expectations  and  needs.  For 
example,  how  often  is  a  church  agency 
served  by  research  done  for  theses  or 
doctoral  dissertations?  In  turn,  how  can 
the  annual  conference  and  local  parish 
best  support  a  watchdog  stance  against 
further  government  encroachment  on 
private  institutions? 

Such  conversations  and  support 
procedures  can  throw  light  on  the 
national  discussion,  which  could  take  us 
to  General  Conference  in  1976  with  a  bold 
new  word  about  our  mission  in  higher 
education. 

The  alternative  is  further  muddling  in 
our  own  ambiguities  and  one  more  lost 
avenue  of  influence  and  witness. 


Bullets  can’t  stop  an  idea 


"Thou  shalt  not  kill,”  reads  the  sixth 
commandment.  Biblical  scholars  inform 
us  that  the  ancient  Hebrew  understood 
that  law  to  apply  only  among  members  of 
the  tribe;  it  did  not  restrict  waging  war 
or  killing  the  enemy.  The  law  meant  that 
a  Hebrew  should  not  raise  his  weapon 
against  a  fellow  Hebrew. 

However  the  word  is  translated, 
Americans  do  not  seem  to  pay  much 
attention  to  it.  Whether  the  enemy  is 
across  the  sea  or  merely  the  neighbor 
across  the  street,  we  still  kill  him. 
Sometimes  we  act  unintentionally,  as  the 
tragic  carnage  on  the  highway  attests. 
Just  as  often,  though,  rising  statistics  on 
crimes  of  violence  prove  we  act  in¬ 
tentionally. 

Most  politically-motivated  murders 
are  senseless.  Bullets  do  not  stop  an  idea 
from  spreading,  nor  does  an 
assassination  kill  a  movement.  Martin 
Luther  King  Jr.’s  death  did  not  halt  the 
civil  rights  movement.  The  death  of 
Malcolm  X  was  not  the  death  of  the  Black 
Muslims.  Neither  the  liberal  causes 
espoused  by  the  Kennedy  brothers  nor 
the  political  party  they  represented  died 
with  them. 

Great  leaders  are  missed  when 
removed  from  the  active  scene,  but  their 


cause  lives  on  in  the  strength  and 
devotion  of  countless  others. 

The  murder  of  Mrs.  Martin  Luther 
King,  Sr.  was  senseless.  It  succeeded  in 
lifting  to  notoriety  an  anonymous  and 
sick  mind,  but  it  will  not  prevent  blacks 
from  climbing  toward  equality.  And  it 
certainly  will  not  stop  the  church  from 
worshipping  God  and  forgiving  persons. 

In  the  economy  of  God's  order,  strange 
and  often  tragic  incidents  occur.  One 
sure  thing  we  know ;  Jesus  told  us  that  we 
should  not  live  with  hatred  in  our  heart. 

What  such  consequences  might  mean 
for  modern  society,  were  we  to  abide 
by  that  command,  staggers  the  imagina¬ 
tion.  it  might  mean  that  we  alter 
radically  the  “western  frontier”  men¬ 
tality  which  preaches  that  each  person 
has  the  right  to  own  and  operate  a  gun.  It 
might  provoke  us  to  deal  harshly  with  the 
habitual  automobile  speedster  and  the 
intoxicated  driver.  It  might  even  cause 
us  to  divert  some  of  the  millions  of 
dollars  we  spend  annually  on  armaments 
into  mental  health  emphases  and 
salaries  for  psychiatric-social  workers. 

Regardless  of  our  action  —  or  inaction 
—  the  divine  command  still  judges  both 
the  private  and  public  sector  of  life: 
"Thou  shalt  not  kill.” 


Bonus  Puzzle 

Starting  with  the  "I”  at  the  bottom  of  the  puzzle,  see  if  you  can  follow  the 
letters  and  find  the  hidden  quote  from  the  Bible.  The  words  will  read  up,  down, 
sideways  and  backwards  but  the  same  letter  is  never  used  twice.  The  quote  will 
end  with  the  "D”  in  the  center.  Hint:  The  quote  is  from  Ezekiel. 

Persons  sending  the  50  entries  bearing  the  earliest  postmark  will  be  awarded 
a  United  Methodist  key  chain.  Send  your  entry  to  Bonus  Puzzle,  Box  1076, 
Dallas,  Tx.  75221. 
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Here  I  Stand 

This  column  offers  TM/  UMR 
readers  a  forum  for  expressing 
their  concerns  and  opinions  about 
the  church  and  contemporary 
issues. 

This  week's  contributor  is  Ivan 
Burnett,  Jr.,  a  minister  on  special 
appointment  in  the  Southern 
California-Arizona  Annual  Con¬ 
ference.  He  is  a  U.S.  Navy 
Chaplain  who  is  presently  serving 
with  the  Marine  Corps  at  Camp 
Pendleton,  California. 

The  opinions  and  assertions 
contained  in  the  adjoining  article 
are  those  of  the  writer  and  are  not 
to  be  construed  as  official  or 
reflecting  any  views  of  the 
Department  of  the  Navy. 

For  a  detailed  analysis  of  all  of 
the  facts  discussed  in  the  article, 
readers  are  directed  to  Mr.  Bur¬ 
nett’s  doctoral  dissertation,  which 
is  published  on  microfilm  by  Xerox 
University  Microfilms,  300  North 
Zeeb  Road,  Ann  Arbor,  Michigan 
48106. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  ar¬ 
ticle  for  consideration  to:  "Here  I 
Stand,”  The  Texas  Methodist, 
United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.  O. 
Box  1076,  Dallas,  Texas  75221. 
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About  Methodists  and  alcohol 


About  Methodists  and  alcohol  —  let  us 
get  the  facts  right.  My  detailed  study  of 
John  Wesley's  writings  and  of  all  of  the 
"Disciplines”  of  American  Methodism 
from  1785  to  date  brings  to  light  many 
facts  about  Methodism  and  alcohol  about 
which  this  current  generation  has  no 
knowledge. 

First,  John  Wesley,  the  founder  of 
Methodism  and  the  one  whom  American 
Methodists  intended  to  "follow  in  all 
things,"  had  six  views  toward  alcoholic 
beverages:  He  urged  moderation  in  the 
use  of  fermented  liquors  such  as  wine, 
beer,  and  ale;  he  urged  the  use  of 
distilled  liquors  only  as  medicines;  he 
urged  the  use  of  beverage  alcohol  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  social  impact  of  one’s  use; 
he  strongly  opposed  distilleries;  he 
strongly  opposed  drunkenness  while 
urging  compassion  for  the  drunkards  ;  he 
urged  being  temperate  in  all  things, 
including  beverage  alcohol. 

Secondly,  from  1773  until  1864  (when 
the  first  General  Conference  resolution 
was  placed  in  the  “Discipline”  urging 
"...  total  abstinence  from  all  that  can 
intoxicate”)  the  position  of  American 


Methodism  toward  beverage  alcohol 
changed  in  many  ways.  Where  in  1773 
Methodists  used  the  term  “abstinence” 
to  refer  to  fasting  and  therefore  applied  it 
to  food,  drink,  and  other  things,  by  1864 
Methodism  had  so  associated  the  term 
with  beverage  alcohol  that  its  original 
meaning  was  lost  entirely. 

Likewise,  early  Methodism  spoke  of 
being  temperate  in  all  things.  By  1864, 
this  concept  of  temperance  in  all  things 
was  well  on  the  way  to  being  lost  because 
in  Methodism  it  was  becoming  to  mean 
only  “total  abstinence.” 

Thirdly,  other  changes  occurred  which 
some  United  Methodists  today  might  find 
totally  shocking.  There  were  members  at 
the  General  Conference  in  1812  who  tried 
desperately  to  forbid  Methodist  clergy 
from  retailing  beer  or  hard  liquors  but 
could  not  get  a  majority  to  agree  with 
them !  It  was  four  years  before  they  could 
win  their  case,  and  even  then  they  were 
unable  to  include  the  laity! 

Others  might  find  it  shocking  to  learn 
that  Methodist  churches  were  en-, 
couraged  during  the  1850’s  to  prepare 
their  own  wine  for  communion!  Until 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


Missionaries  did  more  than 
pass  political  resolutions 


To  the  Editor: 

I  feel  compelled  to  register  a  protest  in 
regard  to  the  extreme  bias  reflected  in 
your  published  report  of  the  Missionary 
Conference  held  in  Naperville,  Illinois 
(TM/  UMR  June  28). 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  resolution 
regarding  Chile  was  passed  (in  the 
fading  moments  of  the  conference)  and 
the  resolution  regarding  military  grants 
was  circulated  and  signed  by  95  persons 
out  of  more  than  150  present.  The  matter 
that  I  protest  is  that  these  actions  are  the 
only  ones  reported. 

As  one  of  the  participants  at  this 
conference  I  know  that  many  more 
important  matters  were  considered  in 
the  sessions  and  group  activities.  It  is  too 
bad  that  we  could  not  emphasize  the 
outstanding  Bible  studies  given  by  Dr. 
Richard  Tholin  and  the  real  wrestling 
with  some  of  the  “big  issues”  facing  both 
our  United  Methodist  Church  and  the 
greater  church  of  Jesus  Christ  in  our 
worldwide  situation. 

The  weekend  of  “Mission  Teams” 
visiting  churches  in  the  Chicago  area  and 
witnessing  to  what  God  is  doing  around 
the  world  was  a  tremendous  experience. 
I  had  the  opportunity  to  be  part  of  a  team 
of  six  who  shared  in  mission  with  an 
inner  city,  tri-lingual  church.  This  ac¬ 
tivity  of  24  teams  in  more  than  30  church¬ 
es  would  seem  to  be  newsworthy. 

The  reports  of  the  dynamic  working  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  around  the  world  in 
liberation  movements  and  charismatic 
renewal  should  give  hope  to  the  mission 
of  the  church.  An  excellent  discussion 
group  on  the  present  situation  in  China 
and  possible  developments  in  the  near 
future  deserve  wide  publicity.  A 
recurring  subject  was  the  present  famine 
conditions  in  Africa,  which  casts  its’ 
shadow  of  world  hunger  even  to  our  own 
land. 

I  am  sorry  that  the  reporter  missed  so 
many  good  things. 

V.  A.  Rutherford 
Boulder  Creek,  California 

Hymnals  ‘( iodspell ’  sourer 

To  the  Editor: 

In  your  recent  column,  “On  the 
TM/  UMR  beat,”  you  referred  to  the 
lyrics  of  Godspell’s  most  prominent  song, 
“Day  by  Day”  as  a  “contemporary 
formulation  .  .  .  of .  .  .  discipleship.  ” 
You  might  be  interested  to  know  that  this 
contemporary  lyric  was  written  by 
Richard  of  Chichester  (C.  1197-1253)  and 
set  to  music  in  1931  by  Arthur  Somervell 
in  a  version,  not  nearly  as  winsome  as 
Godspell’s,  which  appears  in  some 
hymnals. 

Similarly,  the  lyrics  of  “When  Wilt 
Thou  Save  the  People”  are  from  an  old 
hymn  setting. 

As  a  Godspell  fan,  I  thought  you  might 
want  to  know  that  in  addition  to  Matthew, 
the  Psalms  and  other  Biblical  sources, 
the  hymnbooks  of  the  church  are  used  in 
this  musical. 

Ronald  T.  Roberts 
Kansas  City,  Missouri 

Who  are  your  saints? 

To  the  Editor: 

This  is  to  comment  on  the  editorial 
“Stereotypes  and  the  Word”  in  the  June 
28  issue  of  the  TM/  UMR. 

A  quote  is  made  from  a  speech  by  Dr. 
Earnest  Smith  in  support  of  the  position 
that  the  worship  services  in  this  year’s 
annual  conference  sessions  were  out¬ 
standing.  I  agree  that  some  were. 

I  feel,  however,  that  Dr.  Smith’s 
assertion,  “We  don’t  really  have  a  vote. 


God  gave  us  his  way  —  the  right 
way  ...”  is  not  quite  up  to  Dr.  Smith’s 
best.  Is  it  not  the  preacher’s  perennial 
temptation  to  equate  his  views  with 
God’s  views?  Does  holding  an  office  on  a 
general  board  do  this  to  a  man? 

The  writer  of  the  editorial  also  quoted 
with  approval  Dr.  Smith’s  question, 
"Where  are  your  saints?”  My  own  an¬ 
swer  is,  “I  know  a  great  many  saints.  In 
many  nooks  and  corners  all  over  the 
church  there  are  saints,  some  of  whom 
are  of  the  ‘before-and-after’  type,  and 
some  are  of  the  other  kinds.” 

J.  Troy  Hickman 
Bastrop,  Texas 

Let's  not  forget  UMCOR 

To  the  Editor: 

During  more  than  half  a  century  as  a 
Methodist  preacher,  I  have  heard  too 
little  and  said  to  little  about  Methodist 
Committee  for  Overseas  Relief,  now 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
(UMCOR).  It  seems  to  me  a  very  con¬ 
servative  estimate  that  my  wife  and  I 
receive  in  excess  of  a  dozen  calls  a  month 
for  help  from  various  agencies. 
Traditionally,  we  United  Methodists  are 
known  as  a  generous  people,  in  the  face 
of  needs  presented  to  us.  We  ought  to  be 
giving  multiplied  millions  of  dollars 
through  UMCOR  to  help  relieve  the 
sufferings  of  God’s  needy  folk. 

When  Jesus  gave  his  platform  in  the 
synagogue  at  Nazareth,  he  talked  about 
liberating  the  bound,  with  sight  for  the 
blind,  with  food  for  the  hungry,  and  with 
good  news  for  the  poor.  He  once  por¬ 
trayed  the  judgment  on  the  basis  of  help 
to  the  needy  by  those  who  care. 

I  am  grateful  for  a  beautiful  place  to 
worship,  a  place  to  study  and  to  teach  the 
truth  about  God  and  life,  the  support  of 
music  to  stir  my  soul,  and  the 
proclamation  of  God’s  good  news  to 
warm  my  heart.  All  these  causes  we 
should  support,  but  we  must  not  forget 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief. 

J.  Paul  Touchton 
Jacksonville,  Florida 


What's  Wesley  know? 

To  the  Editor: 

I  got  a  real  tickle  out  of  Robert  E.  B. 
Fielder’s  “Letter  to  the  Editor"  in  your 
June  21st  issue,  as  he  suggested  "we  can 
do  no  better  than  when  we  are  trying  to 
make  up  our  minds  on  any  subject  than  to 
ponder  the  question  ‘What  would  John 
Wesley  say  on  this  subject?’  ” 

Mr.  Wesley  is  one  "forefather”  I’d  not 
naturally  ask  to  give  me  ponderment  on 
the  subject  of  women,  and  particularly 
not  with  respect  to  wives,  for,  though  he 
had  what  has  been  characterized  as 
among  the  saintliest  of  mothers,  he 
married,  as  you  will  recall,  a  shrewish 
widow  who  just  may  have  been 
responsible  for  many  a  weary  mile  of  his 
phenomenally  extensive  travels. 

Ralph  Hasten 
Houston,  Texas 

Korean  penpals  available 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  a  teacher  of  English  in  Hankook 
High  School,  Seoul,  Korea,  which  has 
around  3,000  students.  Many  of  our 
students  would  like  to  have  “pen  friends” 
in  other  countries. 

I  write  hoping  that  TM/  UMR  will 
publish  this  letter  to  help  us  find  young 
people  who  would  like  to  correspond. 

I  think  the  exchange  of  letters  between 
the  young  in  different  lands  will  help 
them  to  learn  about  each  other’s  court-'1 
tries  and  help  my  students  improve  their 
writing  ability.  Furthermore,  I  believe 
that  this  correspondence  and  com¬ 
munication  will  stimulate  and  promote 
international  understanding. 

If  any  school-age  boy  or  girl  in  the 
United  States  wants  to  be  a  “pen  friend” 
with  a  Korean  student,  please  send  us  his 
or  her  name,  address,  age,  sex,  and  in¬ 
terests.  We  will,  in  turn,  pass  this  in¬ 
formation  on  to  our  students  who  will 
write  letters  to  the  person  of  their  choice. 

Miss  Eun-ja  Lee 
Seoul,  Korea 

EDITOR’S  NOTE:  Responses  to  this 
request  may  be  sent  to  TM/  UMR  and  we 
will  forward  them  to  Miss  Lee. 


Dismissed  NCC  execs 
promised  fair  shake 


LOUISVILLE  (RNS)  -  Five  execu¬ 
tives  dismissed  from  the  National 
Council  of  Churches’  staff  will  receive 
“adequate,  just  and  fair  termination 
arrangements,”  Claire  Randall  told  a 
press  conference  here. 

The  general  secretary  of  the  NCC  came 
here  to  address  the  186th  United  Presby¬ 
terian  General  Assembly. 

Administration  reorganization  that  led 
to  the  terminations,  she  said,  will  be 
completed  by  Jan.  1. 

“Most  of  the  individuals  concerned," 
Ms.  Randall  stated,  "realized  that  their 
particular  skills  do  not  mesh  with  the 
new  mode  of  operation  which  rejects 
a  hierarchial  system.” 

Ms.  Randall  seeks  to  set  up  a  more 
“horizontal”  type  of  operation  around 
her  office.  Such  a  structure,  she  said,  will 
facilitate  work  with  the  member  church¬ 
es  and  stimulate  “increased  inter-agency 
cooperation  within  the  Council’s 
structures.” 

Both  in  Louisville,  and  in  an  earlier 
New  York  announcement  of  the  ter¬ 
minations,  Ms.  Randall  used  the  term 


“early  retirement.”  That  description 
was  protested  by  the  Rev.  H.  Leroy 
Brininger,  one  of  the  five  executives 
dismissed. 

The  men  terminated,  each  61  years  of 
age  or  older,  are  Dr.  Brininger,  associate 
general  secretary  for  administration; 
Dr.  David  Hunter,  deputy  general 
secretary;  Fletcher  Coates,  director  of 
information;  the  Rev.  J.  Allan  Ranck, 
associate  general  secretary  for  research, 
and  the  Rev.  Donald  Landwer,  assistant 
general  secretary  for  constituent  ser¬ 
vices. 

A  specLl  committee  of  the  NCC’s 
executive  committee  is  working  on  a 
termination  arrangement,  and  Ms. 
Randall  predicted  that  settlements  will 
be  more  generous  than  those  normally 
found  in  business. 

She  reiterated  that  finance  was  not  a 
primary  reason  for  the  staff  shake-up. 

The  general  secretary  also  said  that 
the  dismissal  of  James  MacCracken  as 
head  of  Church  World  Service  was 
unrelated  to  the  other  five  terminations. 

"Mr.  MacCracken,"  she  said,  “was 
relieved  of  his  responsibilities  because  of 
a  fundamental  difference  of  approach 
from  that  conceived  by  the  Division 
Ministries’  head,  Eugene  Stockwell.” 

She  denied  that  the  dismissal  of  the 
Council’s  chief  advocate  of  serving  the 
world’s  hungry  would  change  its  com¬ 
mitment  to  that  task. 

Ms.  Randall  also  denied  that  the  NCC 
was  adopting  a  policy  which  suggests 
that  "only  severe  hunger  will  force  the 
revolution  which  must  come  in  many 
parts  of  the  Third  World.” 

She  agreed  that  the  women’s 
movement  has  pressed  for  the  kind  of 
open  and  flexible  organization  she  hopes 
to  build  in  the  NCC  general  secretariat. 
But  Ms.  Randall  said  she  also  has  the 
complete  support  of  many  of  the  males 
who  head  U.S.  denominations. 


1939,  although  some  Disciplinary 
passages  clearly  opposed  it,  there  were 
other  Disciplinary  regulations  which 
allowed  Methodist  ministers  to  use  wine 
in  the  Sacrament  of  Holy  Communion! 

Methodism,  then,  has  often  changed  its 
position  on  beverage  alcohol,  and  those 
who  think  they  see  a  change  in  the  1968  or 
1972  position  are  correct.  The  approach 
of  the  1972  General  Conference  resolution 
(and  the  1968  General  Conference 
resolution  on  which  it  was  based)  is  a 
new  position.  It  is  not  the  traditional  total 
abstinence  position.  But  neither  was  the 
General  Conference  resolution  of  1956  the 
traditional  position  of  Methodism  even  if 
it  were  a  total  abstinence  position. 

Furthermore,  the  1972  General  Con¬ 
ference  resolution  grew  out  of  an  attempt 
to  have  an  alcohol  policy  which  was 
theologically  and  ethically  sound. 

Prior  to  1968,  in  an  ethical  and 
theological  consultation,  persons  laid  the 
groundwork  for  the  1968  and  1972 
resolution.  They  struggled  long  and  hard 
to  develop  an  alcohol  policy  true  to  the 
wljole  gospel  as  revealed  in  Jesus  Christ. 
As  a  result  they  developed  a  policy 
stressing  both  the  freedom  of  the 
Christian  to  make  ethical  decisions  and 
the  obligation  of  the  Christian  to  respond 
continually  to  Christ’s  love.  Surprisingly, 
the  General  Conference  resolution  of  1972 
is  closer  to  the  actual  position  of  John 
Wesley  than  is  any  previous  resolution. 

There  are  absolute  reasons  today  why 
Methodism  had  to  try  new  approaches  in 
its  dealing  with  alcohol  problems.  First, 
drinking  among  Methodists  increased 
substantially  during  the  very  time  that 
Methodism  demanded  that  its  members 
abstain.  The  old  approach  of  having 
members  sign  pledge  cards,  etc.,  simply 
did  not  work.  Also,  within  the  last  decade 
drinking  in  America  itself  has  increased 
almost  20  percent  —  and  alcohol-related 
problems  have  skyrocketed!  Since  the 
old  approaches  have  not  worked,  we 
needed  to  try  something  new ! 

Because  of  these  facts,  it  is  unfortunate 
to  read  the  emotional  pleas  often 
evidenced  in  United  Methodist 
publications.  It  suggests  how  little  we 
Methodists  know  of  our  great  heritage. 
Yet  it  is  encouraging,  in  spite  of  this 
misinformation,  to  see  how  many  United 
Methodists  are  still  concerned  with  the 
problem  of  alcohol  and  Christian 
responsibility.  A  problem  of  this 
magnitude  certainly  merits  our  concern. 

Just  how  great  the  problem  actually  is 
is  best  revealed  in  a  1972  Department  of 
Health,  Education,  and  Welfare  Report 
to  the  U.S.  Senate.  This  report  states  that 
"An  estimated  7  percent  of  the  adult 
population  in  the  United  States  manifests 
the  behaviors  of  alcohol  abuse  and 
alcoholism  .  .  .  Alcohol  plays  a  major 
role  in  half  the  highway  fatalities  in  the 
United  States,  and  cost  28,000  lives  in  one 
recent  year  .  .  .  Alcohol  : abuse  and 
alcoholism  drain  the  economy  of  an 
estimated  $15  billion  a  year  .  .  .  Public 
intoxication  alone  accounts  for  one-third 
of  all  arrests  reported  annually.” 

Yet  in  spite  of  these  problems  our 
people  are  nonchalant  about  them.  Even 
“non-drinkers”  turn  to  alcohol  for  its 
narcotic-like  effect.  Take  for  instance  the 
supposed  non-drinker  who  does  not 
hesitate  to  use  a  bottle  of  Nyquil,  the 
popular  night-time  cold  medicine,  to  help 
him/  her  sleep  well.  Considering 
Nyquil’s  annual  sales  of  more  than  $20 
million,  there  must  be  many  Americans 
who  use  this  “medicine”  —  which  is  25 
percent  alcohol  and  stronger  than  the 
strongest  wine. 

As  long  as  alcohol-related  problems 
continue  and  as  long  as  alcohol  is  so 
casually  accepted  by  our  society,  there 
will  be  a  need  for  United  Methodism  to 
express  its  concern.  But  Methodism 
should  constantly  ask  itself  how  realistic 
its  policies  are,  how  well  they  are 
working,  and  whether  or  not  God  may  be 
calling  us  to  do  a  new  thing  in  a  new  age. 
To  accept  any  policy  without  question  is 
to  worship  a  god  of  our  own  making. 
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Special 'appointments  under  fire 


By  JUDY  WE1DMAN 
Associate  Editor 

Annual  conference  1974  was  a  moment 
of  truth  for  many  ministers  on  special 
appointment  in  the  United  Methodist 
drtirch. 

What  seemed  like  a  new  lease  on  life  in 
1972  when  General  Conference  voted  its 
blessing  on  a  “ministry  in  and  to  society” 
crumbled  in  November,  1972,  when  the 
Judicial  Council  ruled  the  category 
unconstitutional  because  it  violated  the 
traditional  method  of  pastoral  ap¬ 
pointments. 

Then  came  the  implementation  of 
more  General  Conference  legislation  that 
there  must  be  an  equal  number  of  lay  and 
clergy  delegates  to  annual  conference. 
For  many  conferences  this  meant 
financing  200  or  more  lay  delegates  to 
match  clergy  appointments. 

Some  of  those  “extra"  clergy  were  put 
on  special  appointment.  Persons  in  this 

By  group  of  UMC  women 


category  in  1970  numbered  4,115.  This 
was  a  jump  from  1,200  in  1960. 

Add  to  this  a  decline  in  government 
funds  for  social  service  projects,  and  you 
have  a  crunch  for  many  special  ap¬ 
pointees  in  the  denomination. 

Spot  checks  by  the  TM/UMR  indicate 
that  many  annual  conferences  have 
“located”  most  of  their  clergy  in 
ministry  to  society.  Many  more  have 
instituted  strict  procedures  of  ac¬ 
countability  between  conference  and 
appointee. 

Protect  the  ministry 

Most  sources,  while  admitting  to  the 
pressures  outlined  above,  also  offer  as 
their  rationale  a  desire  to  “protect"  the 
ministry  from  local  church  discontents 
and  glorified  social  workers  by  adhering 
to  the  church’s  tradition  of  ordaining  to 
“Word,  Sacrament  and  Order.” 

For  the  strict  constructionist,  persons 


Single  lifestyle  held 
up  as  valid  choice 


LOVELAND,  Ohio  (UMC)  -  If  the 
United  Methodist  church  truly  believes 
what  it  says  it  advocates  —  that  every 
individual  is  a  person  of  worth  in  God’s 
eyes  —  it  must  “take  .seriously  the 
validity  of  singleness  as  a  lifestyle”  and 
“not  abdicate  its  responsibility  to  secular 
and  governmental  institutions.” 

So  said  a  group  of  30  women  attending 
a  consultation  near  here  on  “The  Single 
Woman  in  Church  and  Society”  July  3-7, 
sponsored  by  the  Women’s  Division  of  the 
denomination’s  Board  of  Global 
Ministries. 

Urging  the  church  to  “give  strong 
leadership”  in  response  to  its  call  for 
affirmation  of  all  lifestyles  “which 
contribute  to  the  wholeness  of  the  in¬ 
dividual,”  the  consultation  issued  a 
statement  calling  on  the  denomination 
“to  re-examine  its  ministry  to  women 
and  become  vitally  aware  of  the 
changing  needs  of  women.” 

“Commitment  to  equal  justice  for  all 
women  is  a  basic  working  assumption  of 
this  consultation,”  the  statement  said. 

Throughout  the  five-day  meeting 
consultation  participants  discussed  a 
wide  range  of  issues  affecting  women 
and  singleness  —  federal  legislation, 
discrimination,  the  church’s  response  to 
the  needs  of  single  persons. 

“I  have  chosen  celibacy  for  myself  and 
I  need  acceptance  of  that  choice,” 
commented  several  participants  who 
noted  that  the  church  still  aims  its 
ministry  at  family. 

•‘■We  need  the  freedom  to  seek  options 
other  than  intercourse  for  the  expression 
of  the  gift  of  our  sexuality,”  observed 
other  participants. 

Over  and  over  participants  verbalized 
long-standing'odiscomfort  with  the 
church’s  apparent  attitude  that 
singleness  is  merely  a  short  fall  in  any 
woman’s  campaign  toward  marriage. 

In  issuing  a  number  of  papers 
requesting  action  from  various  segments 
of  the  church  —  the  Women’s  Division,, 
the  Commission  on  Status  and  Role  of 
Women  and  local  congregations,  the 
participants  called  for  a  variety  of 
specific  efforts  to  improve  the  lot  of 
singles  (both  women  and  men)  and 
women  (single,  divorced,  widowed  or 
married). 

The  consultation  requested  the 
Women’s  Division  to: 

•  “Challenge  bishops  of  the  church  to 
adhere  to  the  mandate  of  the  Discipline 
for  guaranteed  appointments  for  all 
ordained  ministers.” 

•  “Draft  a  statement  to  General 
Conference  delegates  reflecting  the  spirit 
and  concern  of  this  consultation  on  the 
issue  of  human  sexuality.” 

•  “Provide  a  resource  packet  on 
human  sexuality,  including  singleness, 
for  use  by  United  Methodists.” 

•  “Lobby  for  passage  of  federal 
legislation  which  prohibits  discrimi¬ 
nation  due  to  sex  or  marital  status.” 
status.” 

The  consultation  commended  the 
denomination’s  Commission  on  Status 
and  Role  of  Women  and  submitted 
several  concerns  for  consideration  by  the 
commission: 

•  “Noted  the  failure  of  seminaries  to 


train  clergy  in  the  area  of  human 
sexuality;  counseling  of  seminarians  in 
relation  to  their  own  sexuality,  training 
of  seminarians  to  counsel  others  in  the 
area  of  human  sexuality  and  the  need  for 
updating  in-service  training  for  pastors 
in  counseling  on  both  human  sexuality 
and  the  modern  requirement  for 
ministering  to  women.” 

•  “Raised  the  issue  of  barriers  to  and 
discrimination  against  women  in 
seminaries  and  in  the  ministry  in  such 
areas  as  admission  to  seminaries, 
presence  on  seminary  faculties,  con¬ 
ditions  for  ordination,  appointments,  and 
pension  provisions. 

In  backing  up  their  request  that  the 
Women’s  Division  challenge  the  bishops 
on  the  guaranteed  appointment  provision 
of  the  Discipline  they  urged  the  Com¬ 
mission  on  Status  and  Role  of  Women  to 
“review  how  many  women,  of  those  who 
are  ordained,  have  obtained  conference 
appointments.” 

In  a  suggested  list  of  questions  for 
congressional  candidates  such  issues  as 
equality  in  economics,  housing,  federal 
income  tax  and  insurance  equality  as 
they  relate  to  single  persons  and/  or 
women  are  raised. 

A  group  within  the  consultation  con¬ 
sidering  theological  perspectives  on  the 
issue  of  singleness  noted  “only  marraige 
is  recognized  with  a  ritual  by  the  church. 
In  an  effort  to  support  all  the  members  of 
the  church  family,  it  is  our  hope  that  each 
congregation  would  examine  the  various 
lifestyles  and  make  every  effort  to  help 
persons  celebrate  their  own  life. 

The  group  called  for  new  rituals  which 
would  affirm  a  person’s  choosing 
singleness,  a  single  parent  adopting  a 
child,  a  single  person  establishing  -a  ■ 
home. *  * 

UMPH  going 
to  court  again 

NASHVILLE  (RNS)  —  Publishing 
operations  of  the  nation’s  two  largest 
Protestant  denominations  have  filed 
petitions  with  the  Tennessee  Supreme 
Court  for  a  rehearing  of  the  property  tax 
case  on  which  a  decision  was  issued  June 
17. 

Officials  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Sunday  School  Board  and  the  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House  said  the 
petitions  were  filed  for  the  purpose  of 
clarifying  some  area  of  uncertainty  of 
the  decision. 

The  Southern  Baptist  Sunday  School 
Board  petition,  which  was  more  specific 
than  that  filed  by  the  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House,  has  asked  the  court  to 
reconsider  and  clarify  or  correct  several 
areas  of  its  ruling.  These  include:  the 
formula  to  be  used  in  determining  tax 
liability;  the  categorization  of  mate¬ 
rials  as  to  “general  religious”  or 
“denominational”  or  “secular”;  the 
constitutionality  of  the  approach  taken  in 
terming  non-exempt  those  areas  serving 
religious  rather  than  denominational 
purposes;  and  the  further  legal 
procedures  to  be  followed. 


not  involved  in  regular  preaching, 
dispensing  the  sacraments  and  nurturing 
a  congregation  —  which  would  include 
most  persons  in  special  appointment  — 
do  not  need  ordination. 

Most  annual  conferences  seem  to  be 
stopping  short  of  that  sort  of  radical 
interpretation,  but  the  hatches  are  being 
tightened  and  the  future  is  uncertain. 

Ironically,  many  conferences  are 
moving  ahead  on  their  own  even  before 
the  Commission  to  Study  the  Ministry 
(also  a  brainchild  of  the  1972  General 
Conference)  reports  in  1976. 

A  tentative,  interim  report  of  the 
Commission  in  March  was  obscured  by 
the  cloud  of  smoke  caused  by  references 
to  dog  catchers  anc)  duck  carvers  by  Dr, 
Robert  Thornburg,  head  of  the  Division 
of  Ordained  Ministry  of  the  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry,  who  is 
the  general  board  representative  to  the 
Commission. 

Dr  Thornburg  asked  then  why  persons 
who  do  not  see  their  ministry  as  a 
fulfillment  of  “Word,  Sacrament  and 
Order"  would  want  to  maintain  their 
ordination  to  the  function? 

In  an  exclusive  interview,  the  new 
Nashville  executive,  who  is  on  special 
appointment  from  the  Central  Illinois 
Conference,  insisted  that  his  interest  is  to 
legitimatize  special  appointments,  not  to 
kill  them  off. 

The  United  Methodist  connectional 
system,  he  noted,  offers  both  “the 
broadest  latitude  for  special  ap¬ 
pointments  and  the  most  opportunity  for 
accountability.” 

Where  does  the  church 
need  to  be  present? 

The  basic  rationale  for  special  ap¬ 
pointments,  explained  Dr.  Thornburg,  is 
this:  “At  what  point  should  the  church, 
understood  in  the  broadest  and  most 
extensive  context  as  the  body  of  Christ, 
be  visibly  and  organizationally  present? 
To  the  extent  that  the  church  says  this  is 
a  presence  of  the  church,  then  that’s  a 
legitimate  special  appointment.” 

Pushed  at  the  point  of  “Word, 
Sacrament  and  Order,”  he  expressed  the 
conviction  that  all  persons  on  special 
appointment  “ought  in  some  way  be  tied 
in  with  the  nurturing  life  of  the 
congregation.” 

Combine  this,  suggests  Dr.  Thornburg, 
with  regular  interpretation  and  ac¬ 
countability  between  the  special  ap¬ 
pointee  and  the  annual  conference. 

This  piece  of  advice  formed  the  ap¬ 
proach  of  most  Boards  of  the  Ministry 
who  wrestled  with  this  dilemma  prior  to 
recent  annual  conference  sessions.  From 
the  Pacific  Northwest  to  Southwest 
Texas  to  Iowa,  on  out  to  New  York, 
persons  on  special  appointment  here  and 
a  dozen  other  conferences  were  asked  to 
account  for  their  philosophy  bf  minfstry. 
In  each  case  the  process  landed  several 
of  them  on  location  or  20-year  retire¬ 
ment;  others  found  a  new  sense  of 
belonging  in  the  conference. 

The  procedure  in  Southwest  Texas ' 
included  regional  meetings  which  turned 
up  feelings  by  special  appointees  of  being 
“unneeded  and  unnoticed.” 

The  conference  is  now  committed  to 
making  better  use  of  the  talents  of  these 
persons  and  in  turn  is  asking  them  for  a 
greater  involvement  in  annual  con¬ 
ference  sessions.  Special  appointees  also 
were  asked  to  establish  a  charge  con¬ 
ference  identification  and  sit  with  those 
persons  during  annual  conference. 

The  New  York  Conference,  which  like 
many  conferences  has  seen  special 
appointments  double  over  a  19-year 
period,  asked  each  person  to  be  available 
for  local  church  responsibilities,  as  well 
as  providing  a  rationale  for  his/  her 
special  ministry  and  being  accountable 
to  the  annual  conference  at  reporting 
time. 

The  Rev.  Richard  Harrington, 
Rochester  district  superintendent,  said 
after  extensive  research  he  has  con¬ 
cluded  that  the  category  of  ministry  to 
society  was  already  possible  under  the 
traditional  special  appointment. 

The  Ohio  East  Conference,  while 
locating  12  persons  and  giving  five  others 
20-year  retirement,  salvaged  a  special 
appointment  for  those  working  with 
community  agencies. 

Free  lancers  were  located. 

Two  men  caught  in  the  middle 
Two  East  Ohio  members  caught  in  the 
fray  feel  they  still  are  in  ministry  even 


though  they  now  sell  insurance  and  rent 
apartments.  Their  broad  view  of 
ministry  appears  to  be  typical  of  those 
who  would  not  tie  ordination  strictly  to 
preaching  and  administering  the 
sacraments 

Ronald  Graham,  Mansfield,  Ohio,  said 
he  felt  good  about  his  appointment  to 
society.  Buying  into  a  business  where  he 
remodels  and  rents  apartments  offered 
him  a  needed  outlet  to  work  with  his 
hands  and  a  broad  arena  for  ministry  - 
mostly  among  people  who  never  darken 
the  door  of  a  church 
Now,  two  years  later,  the  church  has 
changed  its  mind,  but  he  can’t  sell  out 
without  losing  his  shirt.  So  he’s  “not  very 
•voluntarily”  located  and  feels  he  may 
become  a  better  minister  if  he’s  earning 
his  own  living.  Meanwhile,  he’s  also 
helping  out  at  a  rural  parish  on 
weekends. 

Ronald  Eppler  wasn’t  climbing  the 
ladder  very  fast,  and  he  had  a  child 
approaching  college  age  and  a  wife  with 
a  medical  problem.  Minister  to  the 
secular  world  sounded  good  If  he  could 
build  a  secure  economic  base  by  selling 
insurance  in  Painsville,  he  could  serve 
the  denomination. 

A  fire  in  the  parsonage  and  the  sub¬ 
sequent  discovery  that  the  insurance  was 
not  in  effect  (he  later  got  $3,000  from  the 
company  anyway)  helped  solidify  his 
feeling  that  he  needed  to  make  his  own 
way  for  awhile. 

He  took  voluntary  location  but  still 
feels  the  church  needs  a  category  for 
persons  like  himself.  Far  from  being 
anti-institutional  and  expressing 
repeated  desired  to  be  related  to  the 
conference.  Mr.  Eppler  nevertheless  is 
content  to  let  the  church  “play  its  own 
games  with  structure”  because  his  or¬ 
dination  is  his  calling  to  do  something  for 
people,  as  well  as  the  certificate  in  his 
desk. 

New  understanding  of 
ministry  needed 

A  professor  of  religion  at  Oklahoma 
State  University  and  a  special  appointee 
from  the  Northwest  Texas  Conference 
recently  pleaded  the  cause  for  such  cases 
by  calling  for  a  renewed  understanding 
of  the  nature  of  ministry. 

“Any  attempt  to  resolve  the  question  of 
ordination  on  the  basis  of  need  for  it  in 
the  traditional  sense  of  administering  the 
sacraments  will  finally  be  futile,”  said 
Dr  James  Kirby. 

Wesley,  he  observed,  isn’t  the  kind  of 
ready  reference  we’d  like.  He  ordained 
ministers  for  America  out  of  practical 
necessity  rather  than  theological 
conviction.  In  that  view  he  is  joined  by  no 
less  authority  than  Bishop  William 
Cannon  who  heads  the  Commission  to 
Study  the  Ministry. 

The  “solution”  some  see  emerging  is 
the  creation  of  a  second  order  of  lay 
persons  along  with  the  traditional  clergy 
order.  This  “vocational  diaconate,”  as 
mo9t  see  it,  would  include  the  serving 
ministries,  encompassing  persons  who 
want  to  be  part  of  the  ministry  of  the 
church  but  who  do  not  see  their  funtion  as 
the  nurturing  of  a  congregation. 


Definitions 

Special  appointment:  Any  position 
to  which  a  minister  may  be  ap¬ 
pointed  outside  the  annual  con¬ 
ference,  such  ^s  military  chaplain, 
staff  member  on  a  general  board  or 
agency,  college  professor,  etc. 

Ministry  in  and  to  society:  A 
category  approved  by  the  1972 
General  Conference  (recently  ruled 
unconstitutional  by  the  Judicial 
Council)  which  allowed  persons  to 
pursue  “secular”  employment  while 
retaining  his/  her  ministerial 
credentials.  Such  a  person  was  not 
required  to  accept  an  appointment 
nor  was  he/  she  guaranteed  an 
appointment  to  a  local  church. 

Voluntary  location:  An  in¬ 
dividual’s  request  to  leave  the 
ministry  by  relinquishing  mem¬ 
bership  in  the  annual  conference. 
Ministerial  functions  may  be  per¬ 
formed  only  within  the  bounds  of  a 
local  church  to  which  the  individual 
belongs. 
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Mother  Teresa:  Americans  don't  know  their  poor 


MIAMI  —  Mother  Teresa  of  Calcutta,  the  famed  foundress  of  the  Missionaries  of 
Charity,  came  to  Miami,  as  she  has  to  other  cities  in  the  U.S.  recently,  on  what  she 
called  a  “mission  of  love  and  compassion.”  She  came  to  help  “spread  the  love  of 
Jesus  and  His  compassion  ...  to  try  to  get  the  people  to  give  their  hearts  to  love 
people,”  she  said.  “There  is  a  tremendous  hunger  for  love.  There  is  a  terrible 
loneliness  killing  people  ” 

Among  the  groups  Mothei  Teresa  visited  in  Miami  were  women  in  the  city  jail,  the 
elderly,  and  children  cavzd  for  in  the  Catholic  Spanish  Center  day  care  program. 
“People  in  the  United  Stales  are  not  doing  enough  for  the  poor  in  their  own  coun¬ 
try,”  said  the  famed  nun  who  began  her  slum  apostolate  in  1946.  “I  don’t  think  they 
know  who  the  poor  are  or  where  they  are.  They  know  more  about  the  poor  of  India, 
far  away." 

Mother  Teresa,  63,  has  become  world  famed  for  her  work  among  the  poor  and 
dying  of  India.  Her  Missionaries  of  Charity,  founded  in  1950.  now  number  7,000  and 
are  at  work  among  the  “poorest  of  the  poor”  in  Calcutta  and  six  other  countries. 
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Hookers  gather  at  Glide; 
bishop  ponders  propriety 


SAN  FRANCISCO  -  Glide  Memorial 
United  Methodist  Church  here  won 
considerably  less  than  a  blanket  en¬ 
dorsement  from  resident  Bishop  R. 
Marvin  Stuart  after  it  hosted  the  “First 
National  Hookers  Convention.” 

Bishop  Stuart,  who  has  tended  to 
defend  the  unorthodox  congregation 
against  irate  critics,  said  in  a  public 
statement  That  be  would  at  leasLhave  to 
“call  into  question”  the  churches 
decision  to  host  the  convention. 

“I  must  express  my  reservations  about 
the  endorsement  of  prostitution  that  I 
believe  is  implicit  in  granting  permission 
to  a  convention  of  prostitutes  to  use 
meeting  rooms  in  the  Glide  facility,"  said 
the  bishop. 

While  acknowledging  that  “there  must 
be  in  our  witness  a  positive  dynamic  of 
love,”  the  bishop  said  that  somewhere 
along  the  line  the  question  must  be 
posed  “Where  does  the  church  ‘draw  the 
line’?” 

■  entlv  feeling  that  Glide  should 
have  drawn  the  line  at  a  prostitutes’ 
convention  Bishop  Stuart  added  that  “I 
cannot  believe  that  the  church  should 
implicitly,  or  in  any  other  way,  condone 
prostitution  itself.” 

Under  the  leadership  of  controversial 
black  minister  A.  Cecil  Williams,  Glide 
has  drawn  considerable  flak  from  United 
Methodists  around  the  nation  who  feel 
the  church  has  been  cavalier  in  the 
extent  to  which  it  has  developed  outreach 
ministries  to  so-called  “untouchables” 
such  as  prostitutes,  homosexuals  and 
street  people. 

The  decision  to  host  the  prostitutes’ 
convention  drew  unusually  heavy 
criticism  and  prompted  the  bishop’s 
public  response 

The  convention,  which  was  organized 
by  former  call  girl  Margo  St.  James,  was 
attended  by  about  400  persons  w'ho  heard 
speakers  tell  them  that  “everyone  in  this 


society  is  a  prostitute,”  but  some  people 
"get  paid  more  directly”  than  others. 

During  the  convention  Ms.  St.  James 
announced  the  formation  of  a  call  girls’ 
union  known  as  COYOTE  (Call  Off  Your 
Old  Tired  Ethics) 

Although  he  was  firm  in  his  criticism  of 
Glide,  Bishop  Stuart  reaffirmed  his 
support  of  the  church  and  the  Glide 
Foundation  from  which  the  congregation 
derives  much  of  its  funding,  explaining 
that  the  inner  city  church  is  “trying  to  be 
the  Body  of  Christ  in  the  world  — 
however  untraditional  its  vocabulary  and 
methods  of  ministry.” 

Denomination 
giving  up  12% 

EVANSTON,  Ill.  (UMC)  —  United 
Methodists  in  the  first  half  of  1974  gave  a 
substantially  increased  pace  to  support 
the  world  wide  benevolent  and  ad¬ 
ministrative  programs  of  their 
denomination. 

R.  Bryan  Brawner,  general  treasurer 
of  the  church,  said  that  total  giving  for  16 
continuing  funds  and  one  emergency 
appeal  new  this  year  totaled  $22,540,166, 
some  12  per  cent  above  the  same  period  a 
year  ago.  Among  the  16  individual  funds, 
ten  showed  increases  and  six  were  lower. 

Of  the  total  amount,  $731,563  was 
received  toward  the  special  appeal  for 
disaster  assistance  in  the  United  States 
and  famine  relief  in  the  Sahel  region  of 
West  Africa.  Goal  in  the  offering  taken  in 
most  of  the  denomination’s  39,000  local 
churches  in  early  May  is  $2,500,000. 

The  largest  single  item  in  the  report  is 
$7,957,380  for  World  Service,  the  basic 
United  Methodist  program  fund.  This  is 
an  increase  of  just  under  one  per  cent 
above  the  first  six  months  of  1973.  Annual 
goal  is  $23,500,000. 


Unique  ministry  takes  church  to  assembly  line  workers 


By  W.  HEWLETT  STITH 

NEWPORT  NEWS,  Va.  (RNS)  — A 
unique  industrial  chaplaincy  introduced 
here  and  now  spreading  to  other  parts  of 
the  country  has  a  clear  message:  Many 
Americans  unrelated  to  any  church  still 
need  a  pastor. 

There  are  an  estimated  90  million  blue 
and  white  collar  workers  in  the  U.  S.,  and 
some  surveys  claim  that  well  over  half 
dislike  or  abhor  their  work  to  the  point  of 
becoming  ill.  A  sizeable  part  of  these 
persons  are  outside  the  influence  of  the 
church. 

Volunteers  trained  by  the  Institute  of 
Industrial  and  Commercial  Ministries, 
Inc.  (ICM)  are  trying  to  bridge  the  gap 
by  taking  the  church  to  the  workers.  The 
response,  it  is  reported,  is  enthusiastic. 

Contrary  to  expectations,  ministers 
and  a  few  laymen  assigned  to  14  plants 
and  businesses  during  the  past  year  have 
found  that  no  period  of  confidence 
building  is  needed  to  establish 
meaningful  ties  with  workers. 

The  weekly  presence  of  the  chaplains, 
usually  for  a  half  day,  has  come  to  be 
expected  at  the  14  cooperating  en¬ 
terprises  in  the  peninsula  between  the 
James  and  York  Rivers. 

The  Rev.  Herbert  Fisher,  a  Brethren 


clergyman  from  Newport  News,  is 
assigned  to  the  Virginia  Electric  and 
Power  Company’s  Hampton  plant. 
Employees  “know  if  I  don’t  show  up  on 
my  regular  day  —  or  even  if  I  was  later 
than  usual,”  he  said. 

ICM  is  patterned  on  the  work  of  Dr. 
William  Gowland,  president  of  England’s 
Luton  Industrial  College,  who  launched 
an  industrial  chaplaincy  20  years  ago. 

The  Rev.  James  M.  John,  pastor  of 
Trinity  United  Methodist  Church  here, 
brought  the  idea  to  Virginia  and  founded 
ICM  two  and  one-half  years  ago.  Similar 
programs  are  now'  operating  in  North 
Carolina  and  Texas. 

Chaplains  circulate  freely 

None  of  the  chaplains  have  offices  or 
desks.  They  are  not  supervised  by 
management.  They  come  and  go  freely, 
although  pne  standing  rule  is  that  they 
never  interrupt  work.  Workers  often  use 
their  breaks  to  seek  out  the  clergymen. 

Mr.  Fisher  circulates  at  the  Virginia 
Electric  plant  or  visits  line  crews. 

At  the  Anheuser-Busch  plant  in 
Williamsburg,  the  Rev.  William  R,  Kyle, 
Jr.,  tries  to  circulate  through  the  whole 
building  when  he  arrives  each  Wed¬ 
nesday. 


“Then,  I  spend  some  time  in  the  rooms 
where  the  workers  assemble  during 
breaks  in  their  shifts,”  he  said.  Mr.  Kyle 
finds  that  company  nurses  are 
sometimes  the  most  helpful  persons  in 
making  contacts  for  the  chaplains. 
“They  know  when  people  in  the  plant 
have  problems,  when  the  pressures  are 
up,"  he  explained. 

Management  fears  recruitment 

There  are  obstacles  to  placing 
chaplains  in  industry,  according  to  Mr. 
John.  One,  he  said  is  management 
suspicion  that  the  ministers  will  try  to 
recruit  members  for  their  own 
congregations,  he  said,  adding  that  such 
an  interest  is  nowhere  on  ICM’s  list  of 
priorities. 

It  takes  the  Rev.  Wilfred  Mayton  30 
minutes  to  drive  from  Yorktown  to  the 
Maida  Development  Corporation  in 
Hampton.  At  first,  Mr.  Mayton  said, 
management  could  not  believe  that  “this 
guy  comes  in  and  wants  nothing  from  us 
but  the  right  to  be  here.” 

The  chaplafhs  are  recognized  by  the 
“uniforms”  they  have  adopted.  All  wear 
maroon  blazers,  dark  blue  shirts  and 
white  neckties,  all  supplied  by  ICM.  An 


emblem  on  the  blazer  carries  a  Greek 
motto,  “Is  this  not  the  carpenter?” 

Because  many  workers  are  not  church- 
related,  J.  E.  Ames,  III,  an  Episcopal 
layman  and  personnel  manager  at 
Virginia  Electric  in  Hampton,  invited 
ICM  into  his  plant. 

“We  could  hire  a  chaplain,”  he  said, 
“but  his  effectiveness  would  be  ham¬ 
pered  simply  by  the  fact  we  hired  him. 
Employees  would  be  reluctant  to  really 
open  up  to  him.  As  it  is,  with  the  volun¬ 
teer  chaplain,  he  frequently  comes  here 
;and  I  don’t  know  he  has  been  ...  It  is 
important  that  I  don’t  know,  and  it  is 
important  that  the  employees  know  I 
don’t  know.” 

While  the  chaplains  occasionally  serve 
the  personal  needs  of  managers,  they  are 
careful  that  they  do  not  identify  with 
management.  When  Mr.  Fisher  visits 
electric  line  crews,  he  wears  a  yellow 
safety  helmet  —  the  kind  the  linemen 
wear.  Supervisors  wear  white. 

If  chaplains  wish  to  talk  with  super¬ 
visory  personnel,  they  try  to  do  it  when 
they  first  arrive  rather  than  on  the  way 
out,  an  attempt  “to  avoid  any  impression 
of  telling  the  boss  what  I’ve  heard,”  Mr 
Fisher  noted. 


Businesses  receive  briefing 

Mr.  John  and  Wesley  W.  Kates,  a 
retired  banker  who  is  now  the  ICM 
executive  director,  thoroughly  explain 
the  program  to  managers  before 
volunteers  are  assigned  They  also 
describe  the  training  each  chaplain 
receives  in  industrial  relations,  coun¬ 
seling,  the  stresses  of  industrial  society 
and  health  problems  in  industry. 

The  pastors  who  serve  as  industrial 
chaplains  continue  a  full  schedule  of 
activities  in  their  own  parishes.  When 
Mr  Mayton  first  considered  volun¬ 
teering,  he  told  the  Crooks  Memorial 
United  Methodist  Church  he  would  do  it 
on  his  day  off. 

The  pastoral  relations  committee  said 
no.  “They  see  this  work  as  ‘our  ministry’ 
and  feel  it  is  an  extension  of  the  church’s 
outreach,”  he  recalled.  Mr.  Mayton  goes 
to  Maida  on  church  time,  even  if  that  is 
sometimes  midnight  so  he  can  reach 
another  shift. 

Except  for  hospitalizations  and  deaths 
in  employee’s  families,  the  chaplain’s 
contacts  with  workers  are  usually  con¬ 
fined  to  working  hours  at  plants. 

Worker  checks  on  chaplain 

Sometimes,  a  worker  will  turn  up  on 


Sunday  at  a  chaplain’s  church  but  that  is 
not  encouraged.  Mr.  Kyle  recalled  a 
Sunday  visitor  who  came  just  once  and 
said  on  leaving,  “You  always  come 
around  to  check  on  me  when  I  work;  I 
thought  I'd  see  how  you  do  in  yours.” 

Some  chaplains  experience  a  two-sided 
ministry.  The  Rev.  Robert  Parsons,  for 
example,  is  chaplain  to  the  Hampton 
Police  Department.  His  ministry  is  to 
department  employees  but  he  finds 
himself  working  with  them  in  serving 
others.  He  might  accompany  an  officer 
who  must  tell  a  woman  her  husband  has 
been  killed  in  an  automobile  accident. 

Each  chaplain  has  a  card  bearing  his 
name,  the  ICM  symbol  and  the  words 
“Industrial  Chaplain.”  A  telephone 
number  is  the  only  other  information. 
Most  Anheuser-Busch  workers  do  not 
know  that  Mr.  Kyle  is  also  pastor  of  the 
Warwick  United  Methodist  Church  or 
Mr.  Fisher  serves  the  Ivy  Farm  Brethren 
Church  in  Newport  News. 

ICM  obtains  its  financial  support 
largely  from  individuals  and  churches 
interested  in  the  program. 

Editor’s  Note:  W.  Hewlett  Stith  is 
editor  of  the  Virginia  Advocate,  the 
publication  of  the  Virginia  Conference  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church. 
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Delta  Ministry  reviews  history 

Civil  rights  organization  still  going  despite  hard  times 


Repairing  cross:  a  new  type  of  retirement 

Lee  and  Lucile 

Trouble  shooting  duo 
take  to  open  road 


Lee  and  Lucile  Dale  are  —  to  redeem 
an  old  phrase  —“heaven  on  wheels.” 

Not  content  to  wile  their  retirement 
years  away  in  rocking  chairs,  this  never- 
say-die  duo  has  taken  to  the  open  road  in 
their  camper  with  an  ever-ready  eye  for 
problems  in  need  of  solving. 

In  more  poetic  moments  they’ve  been 
referred  to  as  “travelin’  trouble¬ 
shooters.” 

But  poetic  or  not,  this  elderly  couple 
has  become  a  familiar  and  welcome  sight 
at  the  various  United  Methodist  in¬ 
stitutions  across  the  nation. 

Now  if  you’ve  conjured  up  a  picture  in 
your  mind  of  a  Bible-thumping,  piano- 
plunking  pair  of  preachers,  you  can 
forget  it.  While  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dale  are 
deeply  religious  folks,  preaching  just 
isn’t  their  thing;  carpentry  and  han¬ 
diwork  is. 

The  Dales’  idea  of  traveling  around  the 
nation  doing  volunteer  work  at  various 
United  Methodist  institutions  grew  out  of 
a  long-standing  interest  in  carpentry 
work :  they  have  built  three  homes  single- 
handed  as  well  as  much  of  the  furniture 
that  went  into  them. 

So  when  they  retired  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dale 
decided  to  harness  this  natural  interest 
with  a  desire  to  do  something  for  the 
church.  What  they  came  up  with  was  a 
sort  of  traveling  repair  shop. 

Taking  a  United  Methodist  institutions 
directory  in  hand,  the  Dales  mapped  out 
a  route  around  the  country  and  began  to 
write  ahead  to  the  various  facilities  along 
the  way.  • 

Their  letter  explained  they  can  rebuild 
or  rescreen  doors  and  windows,  build 
wooden  steps  and  porches,  paint  interior 
walls  and  cabinets,  build  storage 
cabinets,  shelves,  benches,  repair  small 
wooden  structures,  rewire  lamps,  ap¬ 
pliances  and  tools  and  do  unusual 
projects  requiring  imagination. 

Their  only  requirement  is  that  they  be 
furnished  a  place  to  park  their  trailer 
with  electric  and  water  connections, 
bathroom  facilities  and  noon  and  evening 
meals. 

As  you  might  guess,  such  an  avocation 
is  likely  to  land  one  with  some  unusual 
assignments. 

The  most  unusual  one  to  date  for  the 
Dr1‘*s  was  repairing  a  faulty  totem  pole 
he  Children's  Home  in  Anchorage, 

T^eir  most  recent  assignme  ‘  was  at 

the  Methodist  Home  in  San  Antonio,  Tex., 
where,  among  other  things,  they  were 
involved  in  repairing  the  huge  chapel 
cross  which  fell  during  a  worship  service 
and  broke  into  several  pieces. 

It  was  during  Holy  Week  that  the  work 
on  the  cross  was  completed,  and  it  turned 
out  to  be  a  significant  event  at  the 
Mission  Home.  Residents  of  the  Home, 
along  with  the  staff,  gathered  at  the  shop 
and  several  of  the  young  men  in  the 
Hearing  Impaired  program  mounted  the 
heavy  cross  on  their  shoulders  and 
carried  it  around  the  grounds  to  the 
Chapel.  The  others  followed  behind  and 
the  cross  was  hung  in  place  again  over 
the  altar.  Together  they  joined  in  a 


service  led  by  the  Dales. 

“We  find  a  different  challenge  at  every 
place  we  go,"  Mrs.  Dale  said.  ‘‘We  hope 
to  keep  up  this  way  of  life  as  long  as  we 
are  able  to  do  so.  The  work  is  intriguing 
as  well  as  challenging,  and  everyone  gets 
something  out  of  it  .  .  .  For  us  it  is 
fulfilling.  We’re  helping  where  we  are 
really  needed.” 


The  Delta  Ministry  heard  the  bad  news 
and  the  good  news  on  its  10th  birthday  at 
a  staff  and  board  retreat  in  June. 

The  Mississippi-based  civil  rights 
group  faced  the  bad  news:  no  money, 
staff  reduced  from  a  high  of  28-34  in  the 
mid-1960’s  to  six  presently,  an  apparently 
indifferent  parent  national  church,  and  a 
civil  rights  movement  no  longer  in 
existence  to  respond  to. 

The  good  news  was  that  the  staff  still 
moves  76,000  miles  a  year  around  the 
state  performing  dozens  of  tasks  to  help, 
change  the  lives  of  the  poor. 

The  controversial  organization  — 
which  has  been  supported  by  several 
United  Methodist  agencies  —  began  its 
work  in  the  state  under  the  sponsorship  of 
the  National  Council  of  Churches  in  1964. 
It  was  committed  to  a  10-year  stay. 

The  basic  assumptions  were:  1)  that  it 
would  never  be  the  leaders,  but  would 
play  a  supportive  role  to  groups  within 
the  freedom  movement,  acting  as  a  link 
to  outside  resources;  2)  that  it  would  not 
be  the  dominant  group  financially;  and 
3)  that  it  would  work  on  black-white 
relations  in  the  churches  and  try  to  open 
up  communications. 

The  first  two  criteria  were  fulfilled,  but 
it  never  got  to  first  base  with  the  third.  To 
this  day,  the  white  church  in  Mississippi 
and  the  Delta  Ministry  are  usually  at 
odds. 

Reflecting  on  the  past  10  years,  board 
members  recalled  the  hours  and  days 
staff  personnel  spent  in  Mississippi  jails 
during  the  early  years.  People  asso¬ 


ciated  with  the  Delta  Ministry  were 
injured,  even  murdered. 

Money  problems  plagued  the 
organization  from  its  inception.  As  angry 
Southern  constituents  withdrew  their 
support,  on  more  than  one  occasion  the 
World  Council  of  Churches  bailed  them 
out.  The  United  States  became  a  mission 
field  for  people  in  other  countries. 

Statistics  from  the  Delta  read  like 
those  from  an  under-developed  country : 
the  1960  median  annual  income  among 
blacks  was  $456,  two-thirds  of  black 
housing  was  classified  as  “dilapidated,” 
and  only  a  little  more  than  10  percent  of 
adults  over  25  had  gone  beyond  the  eighth 
grade. 

The  Delta  Ministry  reached  the  zenith 
of  its  notoriety  in  1966  when  staff 
members  accompanied  nearly  100 


mostly  black  and  poor  people  who  in¬ 
vaded  a  deserted  airbase.  They  went  out 
of  sheer  need  for  shelter  during  a  long 
hungry  winter  and  to  demonstrate  to  the 
world  just  how  serious  conditions  were  in 
the  Mississippi  Delta. 

Achievements  stacked  up  on  the 
positive  side  as  well,  noted  the  board 
members.  Staffers  helped  register 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  voters  and 
watched  the  election  of  black  officials  to 
public  office  in  several  towns  and 
counties.  They  helped  bring  federal 
commodities  and  food  stamps  to  the 
state.  They  worked  to  organize  dozens  of 
communites  and  wider  coalitions  around 
economic  and  social  issues. 

Other  gains  to  their  credit  included  the 
responsibility  for  the  Head  Start 
program  in  the  state  and  Freedom 


Village,  a  housing  development  and 
community  for  low  income  families. 
They  also  formed  the  Delta  Opportunities 
Corporation,  which  works  primarily  in 
projects  for  adult  education,  and  the 
Delta  Foundation,  a  funding  agency  for 
“home-grown”  industries. 

As  the  staff  looked  to  the  future  they 
posed  the  ever  present  problem  —  multi¬ 
tudes  of  the  state  are  still  poor  and 
voiceless.  They  also  discussed  several 
hard  questions:  Should  the  Delta 
Ministry  continue  to  exist?  Can  they 
presume  to  speak  for  and  lay  out  projects 
for  people?  How  can  they  build  into  the 
organization  a  means  of  accountability? 

They  ended  as  they  began  10  years  ago. 
As  long  as  the  poor  of  Mississippi  need 
them,  somehow,  the  Delta  Ministry  will 
be  there. 


WCC  names  Indian 
movement  as  a  top 

priority  for  funding 


GENEVA  (RNS)  —  The  American 
Indian  Movement  (AIM)  chapter  located 
in  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  ranks  among  the  first 
priority  projects  on  a  World  Council  of 
Churches  (WCC)  list  approved  for  1975, 
officials  of  the  ecumenical  organization 
announced  here. 

There  are  689  projects  on  the  list  drawn 
up  by  the  WCC’s  Commission  on  Inter¬ 
church  Aid,  Refugee  and  World  Service. 
A  total  of  $19,154,202  is  requested  to 
support  these  programs  in  90  countries. 

The  St.  Paul  AIM  chapter  is  scheduled 
to  receive  $59,250.  The  money  reportedly 
will  provide  recreation  and  education,  as 
well  as  helping  Indians  take  their  place 
on  school  and  local  authority  boards,  the 
World  Council  agency  said. 

The  World  Council  cannot  promise  that 
the  projects  on  its  approved  list  will  be 
funded.  It  recommends  that  its  267 
Protestant  and  Orthodox  member 
churches  make  contributions  to  the 
organizations  and  programs  listed. 

St.  Paul  has  one  of  the  most  active  AIM 
chapters.  The  Indian  organization  has 
received  some  funding  from  American 
churches,  including  the  United  Method¬ 
ist.  It  is  a  controversial  movement  be¬ 
cause  of  involvement  in  the  1973  confron¬ 
tation  at  Wounded  Knee.  S.  D. 

The  World  Council’s  project  list  is 
divided  into  categories  which  express 
priority  needs  of  local  churches.  Reports 
from  all  sections  of  the  world  indicate 
that  “regionalization”  —  regional  groups 
determining  which  projects  are  listed  — 
is  well  under  way 

The  first  priority  projects  approved  for 
1974  have  to  date  received  37  percent  of 
the  $3.5  million  requested. 

The  Rev.  Graeme  Jackson,  acting 
director  of  the  commission,  named  an 
“urgent  task”  to  be  development 
assistance.  It  is  no  longer  enough  to  talk 
of  development,  Mr.  Jackson  said.  “We 
have  to  talk  about  a  new  international 
economic  order  which  will  redress 
existing  injustices.” 

He  pointed  out  that  between  400  million 
and  800  million  people  suffer  from 
malnutrition,  according  to  conservative 
estimates.  “The  situation  may  get 
worse,”  Mr.  Jackson  said. 


Increasing  food  costs  and  food  deficits 
in  development  countries,  plus  wor¬ 
sening  climate  conditions,  could  mean 
that  from  25  million  to  75  million  people 
will  starve  by  mid-1975,  the  WCC  official 
warned. 

The  commission  agreed  to  send  a 
three-person  team  to  the  Sahel  (sub- 
Sahara  Africa)  to  help  coordinate  church 
programs  in  that  drought-stricken  area. 

To  date,  the  WCC  has  received  $1.6 
million  for  Sahel  relief  and  all  churches 
have  spent  some  $15  million  in  food, 
personnel  and  cash  assistance. 


'H'  is  for  Hell 


ATLANTA  —  This  billboard  towers  prominently  above  one 
of  the  major  thoroughfares  of  Atlanta.  It  makes  its  point  in  an 


area  of  the  city  where  ' 
are  not  strangers. 


H“  —  heroin  —  and  other  narcotics 
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Shades  of  ‘The  Exorcist’ 


Minister  recounts  experience  of  possession 


House  soundly  defeats 
anti-abortion  measure 


WASHINGTON,  DC.  (RNS)  —  An 
amendment  which  would  have  prevented 
the  Department  of  Health,  Education  and 
Welfare  from  paying  for  abortions, 
abortion  research,  and  “abortifacient 
drugs  or  devices”  was  decisively 
defeated,  247  to  123,  in  the  House  of 
Representatives. 

The  defeat,  which  reportedly  came  as  a 
surprise  to  “right  to  life”  groups  sup¬ 
porting  the  measure,  came  following  two 
hours  of  what  some  observers  termed 
remarkably  lively  debate,  occurring  as  it 
did  during  a  late-night  session. 

The  amendment's  sponsor,  Rep. 
Angelo  Roncallo  (R-N.Y.).  was  reported 
to  have  been  confident  the  measure 
would  pass.  He  dispensed  with  reading 
the  introductory  speech  for  the 
legislation  and  merely  handed  a  text  of  it 
to  a  clerk  for  insertion  into  the 
Congressional  Record. 

But  both  he  and  spokespersons  for  the 
National  Right  to  Life  Committee 
dismissed  suggestions  after  the  vote  was 
taken  that  the  unexpected  defeat  of  the 
measure  indicated  a  shift  in 
Congressional  sentiment. 

Congressman  William  Roy  (D-Kans.), 
a  United  Methodist  layman  and  one  of 
two  physicians  in  the  House,  pointed  out 
that  not  only  would  the  amendment  ban 


abortions  in  cases  of  rape  and  incest  but 
would  also  cut  out  funding  for  con¬ 
traceptives  such  as  Intrauterine  devices 
(IUDs)  and  “morning-after  pills.” 

On  a  number  of  earlier  bills  during  the 
past  year,  anti-abortion  clauses  were 
attached  to  and  ultimately  adopted  on 
legislation  authorizing  funds  for  the 
National  Science  Foundation,  National 
Institutes  of  Health,  the  anti-poverty  and 
legal  services  programs,  and  the  foreign 
aid  bill. 

Mr.  Roncallo’s  amendment,  which  also 
sought  to  define  human  life  as  beginning 
“at  the  moment  of  conception,”  would 
have  affected  health  centers  and  family- 
planning  programs  sponsored  by  HEW, 
as  well  as  Medicaid  payments. 

During  the  extensive  and  animated 
debate,  in  which  the  New  York  lawmaker 
offered  a  series  of  modifications  to  the 
amendment,  several  Congressmen  rose 
to  declare  that  the  amendment  was 
excessive. 

Rep.  David  Obey  (D-Wis.)  asserted 
that  as  a  Roman  Catholic  he  finds 
abortion  "disgusting.”  But,  he  added,  “I 
will  be  damned  if  I  as  a  male  legislator 
will  vote  to  prohibit  a  woman  from 
having  a  therapeutic  abortion  necessary 
to  save  her  life.” 


Basham,  Chosen  Books,  Fleming  H. 
Revell,  1972,  $4.95  cloth,  $2.95  paper. 

By  LARRY  E1SENBERG 

If  the  book  or  film,  “The  Exorcist,”  has 
aroused  your  interest  in  the  present-day 
existence  of  evil  spirits,  you’ll  find  Don 
Basham’s  book,  “Deliver  Us  From  Evil” 
fascinating  reading. 

In  the  book,  Mr.  Basham,  whom  I 
know  as  a  quiet,  intelligent  seminary- 
trained  former  minister  of  the  Christian 
Church,  offers  an  autobiographical 
account.  Unwillingly  and  almost  un¬ 
wittingly,  he  stumbled  into  “deliv¬ 
erance”  as  a  part  of  his  ministry. 

It  started  when  a  member  of  his  church 
in  Sharon,  Pa.  asked  for  prayer  saying, 
“I  feel  that  something  is  determined  to 
keep  me  from  obeying  God.  Something 
evil!” 

In  dealing  with  her  situation  he  con¬ 
fesses  an  eerie  feeling  that  he  was 
dealing  with  "demons”  or  “evil  spirits” 
that  he’s  read  about. 

The  idea  of  “ugly  little  things  running 
about”  repelled  him.  However,  as  he 
reflected  on  what  he  might  do,  he  decided 
to  do  what  Jesus  did  —  take  authority 
over  the  spirit. 

Soon  she  came  by  again.  When  he 
mentioned  “evil  spirits”  she  raced  from 
the  house  screaming  and  paced  back  and 
forth  outside  like  a  caged  animal  wailing, 
“Leave  me  alone!  Stay  away  from  me!” 

Confused  and  baffled,  he  did.  Later  she 
went  to  a  psychiatrist,  who  was  not  very 
successful  with  her. 

Looking  back  on  the  experience,  he 
recalled  a  voice  change  in  her  which 
sounded  almost  like  a  ventriloquist 
speaking  through  the  mouth  of  a  puppet. 
While  he  sensed  that  he  was  on  the  verge 
of  discovery,  he  still  reacted  to  the  whole 
idea  of  “demons”  and  “demon¬ 
possession”  as  repulsive  and  vowed  to 
forget  it.  For  a  while  he  did.  The  it 
cropped  up  again. 

Weeks  later  before  speaking  at  a  small 
church  near  his  home  the  pastor  leaned 
over  to  him  to  say  that  before  he  left  they 
wanted  him  to  help  deliver  a  man  who 
had  a  demon  of  memory  loss. 

As  a  spiritual  expert,  seminary 
graduate  and  visiting  fireman  the  people 
were  expecting  him  to  perform.  The 
whole  idea  almost  frightened  him  out  of 
his  wits. 

Then  he  remembered  what  Jesus  said 
—  commanding  a  spirit  to  give  its  name. 
Facing  the  man,  he  screwed  up  his 
courage  and  commanded  that  the  spirit 
give  its  name,  by  the  authority  of  Jesus 
Christ. 

The  lips  of  the  man  formed  the  word, 
“Forgetfulness.” 

Mr.  Basham  took  another  deep  breath 
and  plunged  ahead.  “Spirit  of  forget¬ 
fulness,”  he  said,  “I  command  you  in  the 
name  of  Jesus  to  come  out  of  Sam.”  For 
several  seconds  Sam  seemed  to  have  a 
mild  sort  of  seizure.  Then  the  shaking 


stopped  and  he  began  to  say,  “Bless  the 
Lord,  O  my  soul,  and  forget  not  all  His 
benefits  .  .  .” 

The  people  stood  around  rejoicing,  and 
Mr.  Basham  looked  at  himself,  aghast, 
feeling  10  feet  tall,  but  also  wondering. 

As  he  continued  his  search  of  the  New 
Testament  for  help  he  found  that  many 
times  Jesus  gave  his  disciples  power  to 
cast  out  evil  spirits.  Paul  was  imprisoned 
for  casting  out  “a  spirit  of  divination” 
from  a  young  slave  girl.  Later  some 
Jewish  exorcists  attempted  to  cast  an 
evil  spirit  from  a  man  “in  the  name  of 
Jesus  whom  Paul  preaches.”  The  spirit 
refused  to  leave  saying,  “Jesus  I  know 
.and  Paul  I  know  —  but  who  are  you?” 

In  the  book  Mr.  Basham  tells  of  the 
experience  of  Dr.  Derek  Prince,  a  former 
professor  of  philosophy  and  logic  at 
Cambridge  University,  England,  who 
suffered  from  what  he  called  “mindless 
rages”  at  times. 

Once  Mr.  Derek  prayed,  “Lord,  if  there 
is  anything  in  me  that  doesn’t 
acknowledge  your  kingship,  I  want  it 
out.”  Mr.  Prince  said  that  it  was  as  if 


some  weight  had  passed  from  his  mouth 
and  that  he  was  distinctly  conscious  that 
something  left,  that  this  struggle  of  his 
was  gone. 

Reeling  over  his  discoveries  but  willing 
to  continue,  he  reports  working  with  a 
young  man  in  Florida  who  was  relieved 
after  coughing,  with  a  woman  who 
identified  her  problem  as  “witchcraft” 
and  who  was  free  after  giving  piercing 
screams  and  with  his  own  little  daughter 
whom  he  delivered  from  an  unnatural 
fear,  using  the  name  of  Jesus. 

Mr.  Basham  lists  what  he  feels  are  the 
conditions  for  deliverance. 

1.  The  person  must  want  it  and  be 
willing  to  acknowledge  that  he  has  a  need 
for  deliverance. 

2.  He  must  renounce  the  spirit  and  all 
contact  with  the  occult  world. 

3.  He  must  be  willing  to  forgive  anyone 
who  has  wronged  him. 

4.  The  ministering  ones  must  take 
authority  in  the  name  of  Jesus,  getting 
the  name  from  the  spirit  itself  if  possible. 

5.  To  keep  deliverance  one  must  live 
by  the  scriptures,  praise  God  continually, 


protect  and  guard  though  life,  continue  to 
cultivate  right  relationships  of  love,  and 
submit  to  discipline  of  a  body,  of 
Christians. 

He  also  indicates  that  a  person 
(believer)  can  effect  his  own  deliverance 
by  forgiving,  renouncing  the  occult, 
renouncing  the  spirit  by  name,  and  by 
commanding  it  to  leave  in  the  name  of 
Jesus,  expelling  it  by  coughing. 

If  you  have  read  this  far,  you  should  get 
the  book  and  let  Don  Basham  tell  his  own 
story.  Along  with  your  reading  the  book, 
re-read  the  Gospels  open-mindedly.  Mr. 
Basham  says  this  is  the  censored  fourth 
of  the  public  ministry  of  Jesus! 

(Mr.  Eisenberg  is  the  associate  pastor 
of  Will  Rogers  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Tulsa,  Oklahoma.) 

EYE  PROBLEMS? 

Gentle  LAVOPTIK  Medicinal  Eye  Wash  floats 
out  dust  and  irritants.  Relieves  burning  and 
itching.  Soothes  awav  redness.  Solve  the  prob¬ 
lem  of  sore,  tired,  dull  eyes.  Ask  for  genuine 
LAVOPTIK  Medicinal  Eye  Wash  with  eye  cup 
included  at  your  druggist.  Satisfaction  guaran 
teed  or  money  back. 


Classified 

Rat*:  35c  per  word.  It  sure  or  Initial  per  In¬ 
sertion.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on 
contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  In  advance.  Minimum  charge  of  S6.3S 
Service  charge  or  blind  ads  11.00  per  Insertion. 

STAFF  POSITION  In  acUve  church  of  1,500 
members.  Wholesome,  growing  city.  Need 
educational  assistant  able  to  work  with  youth. 

Music  training  desirable.  House  furnished, 
salary  negotiable.  Rev.  John  Carpenter,  P.  O. 

Box  2366.  Hobbs.  N.  M.  66240.  Phone  (505)  393- 

'  WORSHIP  RESOURCE  BOOKS 

AVAILABLE:  Creative  materials  prepared  by 
local  pastors  are  available  In  two  books 
sponsored  by  the  Yellowstone  and  Rocky 
Mountain  Conference  Committee  on  Worship. 

In  Praise  1. 62.50  and  In  Praise  n,  13.00.  plus  10 

HOMEPARENTS  NEEDED  for  child  care. 

4435,  office;  393-4353,  parsonage. 

resources  for  Innovative  and  meaningful 

These  are  full  time  positions  for  married 
couples  with  no  dependents.  In  addition  to 
salary,  we  provide  meals,  laundry  service, 

EVANGELISTIC  SINGER:  Experienced 
several  hundred  Methodist  churches  In  30 
states.  Dates  available  for  revivals  or 

worship  experiences.  While  supply  lasts,  order 
from:  Worship  Project.  Rev.  Lyle  Hamilton, 

219  University  Ave..  Missoula.  Mont.  59601. 

Insurance  and  retirement  programs  are 
available.  Applicants  must  be  non-smokers, 
non-drinkers,  high  school  graduate,  preferably 
with  college  training.  These  positions  can 
provide  very  rewarding  experiences.  Please 
contact  the  personnel  Department,  Methodist 

missions.  Earl  Ward.  3001  Summer.  Waco. 

Texas  76708.  Telephone  753-2796. 

WE  SPECIALIZE  IN  church  pew  upholstery. 
Quality  work  at  reasonable  prices.  For  further 

3363  ROUND  TRIP  from  New  York  to 
Luxembourg.  Seven  Icelandic  escorted;  three 
15-day,  from  6524  to  8708;  two  22-day,  from  6669 

Information,  contact:  Randall’s  Upholstery. 

408  S.  College.  Waxahachle,  Texas  75165. 
Telephone  (214)  937-3680. 

Independent,  on  your  own.  Earn  Trip.  W.  H. 

HIGHLY  MOTIVATED.  CREATIVE  Christian 

"COME  ALIVE"  weekend  for  singles.  Enjoy 

Sims  Tours.  2320  Chimney  Rock.  Houston, 

Texas  77027.  (713  )  782-1801. 

lay  person  or  minister  to  direct  program  of 
youth  ministry  and  evangelism  for  a 

Daytona  Beach,  Fla.,  October  4,  8,  6.  Spon¬ 
sored  by  United  Methodists.  Write  for  free 
details:  Nancy  McAmis.  Registrar.  8600  S.  W. 
142nd  St.,  Miami,  Fla.  33156. 

HAVE  YOU  RECEIVED  your  copy  of  A 
Methodist  Is.  .  .  ",  the  new  book  of  100 
humorous  cartoons  about  us  church  members? 

Still  ooly  91.50  from  Cokesbury. 

Nevada.  Salary  69,000  per  year,  van  furnished. 

Send  resume  to:  Rev.  Harold  Malden,  Griffith 
United  Methodist  Church,  1701  East  Oakey, 

Las  Vegas.  Nev.  89105,  or  call:  (702  )  384-5255  or 
(702)  735-7911. 

REFORMATION  HERITAGE  TOUR  to 
England.  France,  Germany.  Netherlands  with 
Bishop  and  Mrs  McFerrin  Stowe.  Nine  days 
beginning  April  7,  1975.  from  Dallas.  S649.  For 

retired  couple  as  custodian  and  nursery  at¬ 
tendant.  Housing,  utilities  plus  salary.  Write: 
Employment  Opportunity,  13403  Cypress- 
North  Houston,  Cypress,  Texas  77429. 

HOLY  LAND.  EGYPT,  TURKEY  -  Four 
days  Greek  Isles  Cruise.  17  days  from  Dallas. 

N.  Y.,  October  5.  First  Class.  Call  or  write  for 
brochure:  Bess  Loudermllk,  3339  Milton, 

Texas  79567.  (915)-754-5313. 

Dallas,  Texas  75205.  Phone  (214  )  363-2692. 

A  UNIQUE  OPPORTUNITY.  A  successful 
retired  salesman  or  minister  to  represent  one 
of  America's  fastest  growing  religious  radio 
programs  In  your  area.  Exceptionally  good 
Income  potential.  U  Interested,  write, 
Methodist  Hour.  Box  77,  Orlando,  Florida 

Church  Pews 

COMFORT  AND  BEAUTY 

AT  PRICES  YOU 

CAN  AFFORD 

NEEDED:  VISITATION  MINISTER.  Must 
be  retired.  Church  will  pay  maximum  salary 
allowable,  travel  and  travel  expense.  Housing 
negotiable.  Grace  United  Methodist  Church, 

400  Field  St..  East.  Venice,  Fla.  33595.  (813) 
468-1374. 

Flowers  Cushion 

WANTED:  D.C.E.  and-or  Youth  Director. 

Good  salary.  Begin  August  or  September. 
Apply:  Rev.  Allan  Stuart.  First  UMC,  Box  E. 
Dunedin.  Fla.  33528  (  813 1-733-4 139. 

Service 

Keene,  Texas  76059 

Phone 

(817)  M 15-9203 

operate,  office  Rex  Rotary  Press  and 
Platemaker.  Excellent  condition,  18  months 
old.  New.  92,600.  Asking  91.500  or  best  offer 
over  91.250.  Write:  JOB.  Box  5826,  Arlington. 
Texas  76011.  or  call:  (817  )  480-1581. 
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v^.xerence  Youth  Meet, 
Elect  Officers,  Make  Plans 


Bruce  Hearn,  Lake  Charles,  Treasurer; 
YSF  Educator,  Rory  Dyson;  LAP 
Educator,  Susan  Callahan,  Iowa. 

Plans  were  made  to  hold  a  conference 
youth  rally  with  the  theme,  “We  —  the 
United  Methodists,”  the  event  to  be  held 
in  Alexandria  on  October  5.  A  seminar  on 
Biblical  Faith  and  Politics  was  planned 
for  February  with  participation  expected 
from  the  top  leadership  levels  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference  and  from  the  state 


Willis  Dear 
Interim  Coordinator 

The  Conference  Youth  Team  met  at  the 
Lake  Charles  District  Camp  in  June  to 
elect  officers  for  the  new  year  and  to 
perfect  plans  for  future  events. 

Those  present  were  Rev.  Don  Cottrill, 
Susan  Callahan,  David  Roots,  Kathy 
Dobbs,  Joy  Sherman,  Rev.  Lorris 
Wimberly,  Jr.,  Elaine  Woodworth,  David 
Ekin,  Rev.  Lynn  Merrill,  Susan  Hoffman, 
and  Aaron  Boudreaux. 

Rev.  Willis  Dear,  Youth  Minister  at  the 
Slidell  church,  was  elected  Interim 
Conference  Youth  Coordinator.  Rev. 
Freddie  Henderson,  Director  of  the 
Wesley  Foundation  at  Southern 
University,  Baton  Rouge,  and  Rev. 
Lorris  Wimberly,  Youth  Minister  at  Noel 
Church,  Shreveport,  were  elected 
Associate  Conference  Youth  Coor¬ 
dinators. 

The  youth  officers  will  be  Donna 
Hendrix,  New  Iberia,  President;  Rory 
Dyson,  Franklinton,  Vice-President; 
Kathy  Dobbs,  Bossier  City,  Secretary; 

District  Directors 
Of  Public  Relations 
Play  Strategic  Role 

Each  district  has  a  Director  of  Public 
Relations  and  United  Metho-Information 
to  assist  in  the  communications  effort  in 
the  Louisiana  Conference.  These  persons 
are  available  to  assist  churches  within 
each  district  in  matters  of  publicity  and 
general  public  relations. 

They  will  supply  stories  of  district 
events,  church  happenings,  and  other 
items  of  general  interest  to  be  published 
in  The  LOUISIANA  METHODIST. 

The  following  persons  are  serving  in 
this  capacity  within  their  respective 
districts:  Alexandria,  the  Rev.  Collins 
Pinkard;  Baton  Rouge,  the  Rev.  Will 
Finnin;  Hammond,  the  Rev.  William 
Spiller  Milton;  Lafayette,  the  Rev.  Larry 
D.  Robertson;  Lake  Charles,  the  Rev. 
Byrd  Lee  Terry  ;  Monroe,  the  Rev.  John 
Sewell;  New  Orleans,  Dr.  Max  R.  Butler. 
Ruston,  the  Rev.  W.  O.  Lynch; 
Shreveport,  the  Rev.  Hugh  L.  Baker. 

Miss  Margaret’s 
Canoe 

Mrs.  Margaret  Telford  St.  Amant,  wife 
of  the  Rev.  Alfred  D.  St.  Amant,  has  put 
together  many  letters  she  wrote  to  her 
mother  while  a  teacher  in  a  Presbyterian 
mission  school  in  the  mountains  of 
Kentucky  in  the  early  thirties.  Unfor¬ 
tunately  the  little  booklet  is  not  for  sale. 

‘‘Miss  Margaret”  accepted  her 
position  at  the  Canoe,  Kentucky  mission 
school  immediately  after  graduating 
from  Agnes  Scott  College  in  Atlanta.  The 
letters  to  her  mother  were  recently 
brought  out  of  storage  and  mimeo¬ 
graphed  to  be  distributed  among  the 
authors  friends  and  family.  “Miss  Mar¬ 
garet’s  Canoe”  will  delight  any  reader. 
Trouble  is,  there  are  very  few  copies. 
Maybe  Miss  Margaret  will  lend  you  one 
to  read. 


Bishop’s  Message 

The  pastors  who  take  the  elements  for  the  sacrament  of  the  Lord's  supper  to 
homes,  hospitals,  and  institutions  where  there  are  faithful  Christians  who 
cannot  physically  attend  the  Lord’s  table,  are  those  pastors  who  are  to  be  highly 
commended.  One  of  the  greatest  strengths  of  pastoral  work  is  the  “private” 
communion  service  for  the  disabled  and  indisposed.  All  able-bodied  persons  are 
enjoined  to  come  to  the  House  of  the  Lord  to  be  at  the  Lord’s  table,  and  this  is 
surely  proper.  But  there  are  some  of  the  faithful  who  are  physically  indisposed 
and  otherwise  prevented.  It  is  encouraging  to  know  of  the  number  of  pastors 
who  celebrate  the  sacrament  of  the  Lord’s  Supper  in  the  homes  of  the  aged,  in 
hospital  rooms,  and  in  private  residences.  Let  this  habit  become  strengthened 
among  all  of  our  churches. 

Suggestion  to  the  laity:  If  your  pastor  does  not  have  a  home  communion  set, 
you  might  provide  him  with  one  for  a  Christmas  present.  Suggestion  to  the 
pastors:  Neglect  no  opportunity  to  invite  Christians  to  the  presence  of  Christ  in 
the  Holy  Communion.  Faithfully 

A- 


Finis  A.  Crutchfield 


Freddie  Henderson 
Associate  Coordinator 
of  Louisiana.  A  Wilderness  Camp  and  a 
Songbook  of  Original  Songs  from  people 
of  the  conference  were  projected. 

District  Coordinators  of  Youth 
Ministry  include  the  following:  the  Rev. 
Stone  W.  Caraway,  Alexandria;  the  Rev. 
John  R.  Oldham,  Baton  Rouge;  the  Rev. 
Willis  Dear,  Hammond;  the  Rev.  Bob  L. 
Lawton,  Lafayette;  the  Rev.  Tommy 
Dunbar,  Lake  Charles ;  Mtfs.  Julia  Smith, 
Monroe;  the  Rev.  Thomas  R.  Bergeron, 
Sr.,  New  Orleans;  the  Rev.  Bill  Rowell, 
Ruston;  and  the  Rev.  Lorris  Wimberly, 
Jr.,  Shreveport. 


Lorris  M.  Wimberly,  Jr. 
Associate  Coordinator 


St.  Mark  Church  Holds 
Vacation  Bible  School 


Asbury  Holds  YCS 

„  Asbury  Church,  Natchitoches,  held  its 
annual  Vacation  Church  School  in  June. 
Mrs.  Winderlean  Lewis  was  director,  and 
Mrs.  Sarah  Williams  served  as  dean. 

Activities  included  music,  recreation, 
study,  and  sharing.  Each  class  of  Bible 
study  displayed  bulletin  boards  depicting 
the  themes  of  study.  Arts  and  crafts  were 
interwoven  into  the  areas  of  study,  and 
the  related  projects  were  displayed  in  the 
church  vestibule. 

Music  classes  were  conducted  by  Mrs. 
Louise  Secrease.  Recreation  classes  and 
activities  were  led  by  John  Graham  and 
George  Graham. 

Teachers  included:  Mrs.  Sarah  Willi¬ 
ams,  Mrs.  Alfra  Gary,  Mrs.  Vera 
Bernstien,  Mrs.  Ruth  Thomas,  Mrs. 
Sallye  Pierce,  Mrs.  Odile  Ward,  and 
Lillian  Martin.  Mrs.  Evelyn  Gair  was 
resource  speaker. 

Others  assisting  in  the  vacation  church 
school  were:  Mary  Severe,  Mrs.  Loretta 
Brittian,  Mrs.  Shirley  Vaughn,  Mrs. 
Edith  Owens,  Mrs.  Vialeen  Gay,  Mrs. 
Jimmie  Balthazar  and  Mrs.  Milton 
Wilson.  Also,  Mrs.  Richard  Harry  and 
Mrs.  Emma  Wynn  Williams. 

Culminating  activities,  the  Rev.  Rich¬ 
ard  Harry,  pastor  of  Asbury,  held 
worship  services  and  discussed  the 
importance  and  expected  results  of  VCS. 


McGuire  IIMC  Holds 
Mission  Emphasis  Week 


Vacation  Bible  Schoolers  at  St.  Mark 
Church,  Alexandria,  enjoyed  a  week 
exploring  “ What  Is  Your  Decision.” 

Using  the  theme  “What  Is  Your 
Decision?”  St.  Mark  Church,  Alexan¬ 
dria,  recently  held  Vacation  Bible 
School. 

The  week-long  event  attracted  ap¬ 
proximately  80  participants,  according  to 
the  Rev.  Nathaniel  P.  Perry,  pastor. 
Mrs.  Daisy  Larry  was  director  of  the 
school. 

Others  who  helped  in  the  leadership 
were:  Mrs.  Annie  Jacob,  chairperson  on 
education;  Mrs.  Dorothy  Brown,  prin¬ 
cipal.  Teachers  included  Jo  Ann  Butler  ; 
Mrs.  Lou  Ethel  Johnson;  Jacqueline 
Larry;  Mrs.  Jessie  Walker;  Monica 
Joiner;  and  Mrs.  Margaret  Howard. 
Parents  also  helped  with  nursery- 
kindergarten. 


Death 


“’Quo  Vadis”  Sings  And  Travels 

" Quo  Vadis  ’74,”  a  folk  singing  group  from  Ruston,  La.,  has  committed  the 
summer  of  ’74  to  a  mission  of  song;  already  the  group  has  traveled  more  than  5.000 
miles  and  has  sung  in  more  than  35  churches. 

The  group  is  composed  of  Brad  Cleveland,  seated;  and  left  to  right,  David 
McGehee,  Mary  Frances  Riggin,  Grace  Riggin,  and  Wes  Lynch. 


The  Rev.  Albert  D.  George  Dies 

The  Rev.  Albert  George,  age  86,  retired 
minister  of  the  Conference,  died  on  July 
12  in  Hattiesburg.  A  native  of  George- 
ville,  he  had  held  pastorates  throughout 
the  conference. 

Funeral  services  were  held  July  14th 
and  he  was  buried  at  Killian  Chapel 
Cemetery  there.  He  is  survived  by  his 
widow,  Susan  Ruth  George,  two  daugh¬ 
ters,  Mrs.  C.  R.  Blair  of  Lecompte  and 
Mrs.  Edwin  R.  Young  of  Montpelier;  a 
son,  A.  Donald  George  of  Hattiesburg. 
Two  brothers  and  two  sisters  and  a 
number  of  grandchildren  and  great¬ 
grandchildren  also  survive. 


Participants  in  Mission  Emphasis 
Weekend,  McGuire  Church,  included  [I  to 
r]  Jerry  Bridges,  Mrs.  Bridges,  Mrs. 
William  Eddy,  the  Reverend  Mr.  Eddy. 

A  Mission  Emphasis  Weekend  was  held 
at  McGuire  United  Methodist  Church, 
West  Monroe,  June  22-23.  Members  of  the 
church  placed  on  display  articles  from  25 
countries. 

Visiting  speakers  included:  the  Rev. 
Jerry  Bridges,  MacDonnell  Methodist 
Children’s  Services,  Inc.,  Houma;  Mrs. 
William  Eddy  and  the  Reverend  Eddy, 
Asbury  College,  and  formerly  mission¬ 
aries  to  the  Republics  of  Cuba  and 
Panama. 

Work  Area  Chairman  of  Missions  is 
Harold  LaGrone,  the  Rev.  John  H.  Sewell 
is  pastor. 


McLain  Infant  Dies 

Joseph  Grant  McLain,  infant  son  of 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  Joe  Wayne  McLain,  died 
in  Baptist  Hospital,  New  Orleans,  on  July 
6  after  a  brief  illness.  He  was  three 
months  old. 

Funeral  services  were  conducted  by 
the  Rev.  William  P.  Fraser,  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  Hammond  district,  in  the 
Elizabeth  Sullivan  Memorial  church  in 
Bogalusa  where  the  father  is  the  pastor. 
Interment  was  in  Monroe. 


Appointment  Changes  Announced 


At  the  present  time  several  appoint¬ 
ments  of  ministers  to  churches  are  in  the 
process  of  being  made.  The  process  is 
incomplete.  The  full  slate  of  new  appoint¬ 
ments  will  be  announced  in  a  future  issue 
of  the  Louisiana  Methodist.  Appoint¬ 
ments  which  at  this  time  may  be 
officially  stated  are  the  following:  Dr.  J. 
Woodrow  Hearn  is  appointed  to  First 
Church  in  Baton  Rouge,  effective  Sept¬ 
ember  1,  succeeding  Dr.  Dana  Dawson, 


who  asked  for  the  status  of  Disability 
Leave.  Dr.  Robert  F.  Harrington  is  ap¬ 
pointed  to  the  Louisiana  Inter-church 
conference,  effective  August  1,  having 
served  the  New  Orleans  District  for  the 
past  5  years.  The  Rev.  John  Holbert  has 
transferred  from  the  North  Texas  Con¬ 
ference  and  has  been  appointed  as 
Associate  Minister  of  University  Church, 
Lake  Charles. 


Around  The  Conference 


The  Rev.  Roy  Nash,  campus  minister 
at  Tulane-Newcombe,  New  Orleans,  will 
serve  as  one  of  four  resource  persons  for 
the  Bishop’s  Consultation  on  Campus 
Ministry  in  the  Mississippi  and  North 
Mississippi  Conferences.  Mr.  Nash  was 


n 


Wadsworth  A.  Davis 

Wadsworth  A.  Davis 
Retires  From 
School  Post 

Wadsworth  A.  Davis,  Charge  Lay 
Leader  of  Mount  Zion  United  Methodist 
Church  and  Principal  of  Macarty 
Elementary  School  in  New  Orleans, 
retired  from  the  New  Orleans  Public 
School  System  this  June,  after  com¬ 
pleting  38  years  of  service. 

Over  a  period  of  ten  years  Mr.  Davis 
was  a  regular  contributor  to  the  Central 
Christian  Advocate,  prior  to  its 
dissolution.  He  has  served  as  one  of  the 
writers  for  the  planning  number  of  the 
Interpreter,  United  Methodist  Church 
publication. 

Mr.  Davis  is  presently  serving  as 
chairman  of  the  Administrative  Board  at 
Mount  Zion,  and  is  an  active  worker  with 
United  Methodist  Men.  He  plans  to 
continue  to  devote  his  time  to  educational 
and  church  activities. 

Youth  Of  Conference 
Are  Busy,  Productive 

Cindy  Yeast,  member  of  Asbury 
church,  Lafayette,  recently  was  initiated 
into  the  Maroon  Jackets  at  Centenary 
College,  where  she  will  be  a  senior  this 
September. 

This  is  the  highest  honor  for  women 
students  in  the  college,  requiring  a  3.0 
average,  leadership  ability,  service  to 
the  college,  and  participation  in  campus 
activities. 

Miss  Yeast  has  been  president  of  the 
Youth  Council  and  UMY  in  the  Asbury 
church.  She  is  attending  Catholic 
University,  Anger,  France  during  the 
1974  summer  term,  but  will  return  to 
Centenary  this  fall. 

***** 

Youth  from  First  Church,  Lake 
Charles,  will  tour  United  Methodist 
Mission  projects  in  Louisiana  in  late 
July.  They  will  be  using  the  new  church 
bus,  and  will  be  stopping  at  mission 
points  in  the  southern  parts  of  the  state.  A 
recent  paper  drive  netted  nearly  $200  to 
assist  them  in  their  Youth  Mission 
Project.  The  Rev.  Tommy  Dunbar  is  the 
youth  minister. 

***** 

Senior  High  Youth  of  the  Gonzales 
church,  recently  sponsored  a  booth  at  the 
Gonzales  Jambalaya  Festival,  selling 
“spin  art"  and  balloons.  They  made 
almost  $400,  which  will  be  donated  to 
helping  those  in  need.  Among  their 
projects  is  support  of  two  orphans  in 
Brazil.  Giving  leadership  to  this  fine 
group  are  Jim  and  Earlene  Cosper.  Joe 
Rice  is  the  pastor. 

When  it  was  learned  that  Jonesville 
church  was  looking  for  a  summer  youth 
director,  the  local  Presbyterian  church’s 
governing  body  (the  Session)  met  and 
asked  the  Jonesville  United  Methodists  to 
allow  their  youth  director  to  include  the 
Presbyterian  youth.  This  idea  was  en¬ 
thusiastically  accepted,  and  “now  they 
are  one"  for  the  summer.  John  Downs,  a 
member  of  McGuire  church,  West 
Monroe,  has  been  employed  as  director 
of  the  joint  Methodist-Presbyterian  ef¬ 
fort. 

***** 

Senior  High,  Junior  High,  Fifth  and 
Sixth  Grades  of  Jonesboro  church,  are 
sponsoring  a  “Mother’s  Day  Off 
Program.” 


Rev.  Roy  B.  Nash 

chosen  by  the  Department  of  Campus 
Ministry  of  the  Division  of  Christian 
Higher  Education  for  this  meeting 
scheduled  to  be  held  at  Waveland,  Miss, 
this  month. 

***** 

Mrs.  Pat  Kneipp,  minister  of  music  at 
Mangum  Memorial  church,  Shreveport, 
and  Mrs.  Jeanne  Orton,  Mangum  soloist, 
presented  their  program  “Witness,”  at 
the  North  Highlands  UMW  meeting  last 
month.  They  will  be  remembered  for 
their  program  of  song  and  witness  at 
Pastors’  School  last  summer. 

***** 

Mother’s  Morning  Out  at  First  church, 
DeRidder,  gives  mothers  of  young 
children  an  opportunity  to  leave  their 
children  in  a  supervised  program  of  care 
for  the  youngest,  and  organized 
recreation  for  older  children.  The 
Susannah  Wesley  Link  of  the  UMW,  Mrs. 
Judy  Kay  and  Mrs.  Chris  Mason,  coor¬ 
dinators,  are  in  charge  of  the  program. 
***** 

Youth  from  University  church,  Lake 
Charles  will  assist  in  VCS  activities  in 
several  small  churches  near  Monroe  as 
a  part  of  their  summer  service.  They  will 
be  housed  at  the  Wesley  Foundation, 
Northeast  Louisiana  University. 

A  telephone  “conference  set”  has 
recently  been  installed  in  North 
Highlands  Church,  Shreveport.  This  set 
will  provide  the  opportunity  for  two 
people  at  a  time  to  listen  to  church  ser¬ 
vices  from  their  home,  hospital  bed,  etc., 
or  to  listen  to  church  meetings.  Lonnie  M. 
Sibley  is  pastor. 


Home.”  The  service  was  followed  by  a 
discussion  of  the  topic.  The  “talking 
back”  feature  is  an  important  aspect  of 
sermons  in  the  series. 


Horseshoe  Drive  Church,  Jonesville, 
recently  celebrated  the  Anniversary  of 
its  18  years  of  service.  The  congregation 
highlighted  the  celebration  by  recounting 
how  they  met  in  1956  in  the  Masonic 
Children’s  Home,  with  their  pastor  Dr.  J. 
Henry  Bowdon.  They  noted,  also,  that  the 
Rev.  A.  W.  Townsend,  retired  this  year 
from  the  active  ministry,  was  District 
Superintendent  at  the  time.  The  “Quo 
Vadis”  singing  group,  Grace  Church, 
Ruston,  presented  a  special  program. 
Jack  Winegeart  is  pastor  at  Horseshoe. 


Q 


Jack  S.  Winegeart 

***** 

First  Church,  Lafayette,  recently 
received  a  letter  from  Jonah  Kawadza, 
missionary  to  Africa,  where  he  and  his 
family  are  serving.  The  Lafayette  church 
has  made  a  contribution  to  the 
missionary  family’s  work. 


St.  Paul’s  Church,  Monroe,  held  a  joint 
meeting  of  its  adult  classes  the  fifth 
Sunday,  with  featured  speaker  Terrell 
Deville,  superintendent  of  the  Methodist 
Children’s  Home,  Ruston.  The  Nancy 
Oliphant  Class  sponsors  a  child  at  the 
Home. 


Guest  speakers  at  the  July  21  Sunday 
morning  service,  First  Church, 
Covington,  will  be  Sandy  and  Louise 
D’Oliveira.  They  are  directors  of 
Operation  Upgrade  of  Southern  Africa,  a 
literary  evangelism  program. 


At  the  regular  Fifth  Sunday  joint 
service  between  First  Church  and  Trinity 
Church,  Jennings,  Trinity  Church  was 
the  host  for  a  concert  by  the  Wesleyan 
Bell  Choir  of  First  Church,  Lake  Charles. 
Donald  E.  Allured  directed  the  choir  in  a 
variety  of  music,  including  some  of  his 
own  composition. 


Ladies  of  First  Church,  Shreveport  are 
already  preparing  for  the  Christmas 
Season.  A  Chrismon  Workshop  was  held 
on  July  15,  sponsored  by  UMW.  Ms.  Joan 
Hartman,  Ripley,  Tenn.,  was  on  hand  to 
help  make  the  ornaments  for  use  during 
the  Advent  Season  in  December. 


For  her  first  sermon  since  helping 
form  the  Team  Ministry  of  Gentilly 
Church,  New  Orleans,  the  Rev.  Carole 
Cotton  Winn  preached  the  fourth 
message  in  the  Pentecost  Series, 
“Expanding  the  Boundaries  of  the 


Pastor’s  School 
Begins  Monday 

The  1974  Pastor’s  School  will  get 
underway  this  Monday  July  22nd  at 
Centenary  College,  Shreveport.  It  will 
continue  through  July  25th. 

Using  the  theme  “A  Preaching  Work¬ 
shop”  the  four-day  event  promises  to  be 
just  that.  Participants  will  be  giving 
short  sermons  before  their  colleagues, 
and  constructive  discussion  will  be  a  part 
of  the  “curriculum.”  Sessions  are  de¬ 
signed  as  building  sessions  involving 
each  pastor’s  peers  all  under  trained 
leadership. 

Registration  is  scheduled  for  10:00 
a.m.  in  James  Hall.  Housing  will  be 
provided  in  the  Centenary  dormitory. 
Registration  fee  is  $6.00  for  each  pastor 
or  $10.00  for  pastor  and  wife.  There  is  a 
fee  of  $3.00  for  the  Bishop’s  Banquet  to  be 
held  Wednesday,  July  24th  at  5:30  p.m.  in 
the  College  cafeteria.  The  Rev.  John 
Johns,  Bossier  City,  is  dean  of  the  school. 
A  record  attendance  is  expected. 


Broadmoor  Church's  Vacation  Church  School,  Baton  Rouge,  which  contributed  its 
monetary  gifts  of  the  week  to  Dulac  Community  Center,  ended  VCS  with  a  picnic. 
Mrs.  R.  L.  Jones,  Director  of  the  school,  and  the  Rev.  D.  L.  McGuire,  Pastor,  are 
shown  in  the  foreground,  as  the  participants  enjoy  fun  and  food. 
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‘Leadership,’ ‘impact’ and  God’s  Word 


Traditional  worship  can  be  better 


Good  leadership  is  a  commodity  that 
most  people  agree  we  need  more  of  if  our 
nation  and  its  institutions  are  to  survive 
and  flourish. 

If  the  list  of  200  “rising  leaders” 
featured  in  the  July  15  issue  of  “Time 
Magazine”  represent  an  accurate 
reflection,  the  church  is  not,  and  will  not 
be,  in  the  forefront  of  providing  future 
leadership  and  direction  for  our  society. 

Of  the  200  selected,  only  seven  are 
persons  identified  as  working  from  a 
consciously  religious  orientation.  Of  the 
seven,  more  than  half  were  selected 
primarily  on  the  basis  of  their  “secular” 
rather  than  “religious”  involvements. 
No  Protestant  bishop,  no  denominational 
bureaucrat  was  chosen.  The  list  was 
comprised  chiefly  of  persons  engaged  in 
political,  scientific,  business,  legal, 
educational  and  social  action  endeavors. 

In  the  past,  much  of  our  nation’s  most 
notable  leadership  has  come  from  within 
the  church.  Had  such  a  list  been  compiled 
two  decades  ago,  a  host  of  religious 
leaders  such  as  Eugene  Carson  Blake, 
Bishop  Bromley  Oxnam,  Billy  Graham, 
John  Bennett,  Cardinal  Terence  Cooke 
and  Bishop  Gerald  Kennedy  would 
almost  certainly  have  been  included. 

We  consider  the  relative  scarcity  of 
rising  religious  leaders  in  “Time’s” 
current  article  a  disturbing  cause  for 
analysis  and  reflection.  Were  the 
magazine’s  criteria  for  selecting  “rising 
leaders”  too  limited  to  include  poten¬ 
tially  great  religious  leaders?  Or  does  the 
religious  community,  in  fact,  have 
relatively  few  “rising  leaders”  who  may 
be  expected  to  make  an  impact  on 
society? 

We  believe  the  answer  to  both 
questions  is  a  qualified  “yes.” 

Besides  limiting  its  “rising  leaders”  to 
persons  45  or  younger,  “Time”  featured 
only  persons  whose  work,  in  its  editors’ 
judgment,  has  “a  clear,  direct  impact  on 
society.”  Some  of  the  selections,  such  as 
prominent  politicians,  consumer  ad¬ 
vocate  Ralph  Nader,  and  Joan  Ganz 
Cooney  (the  creator  of  Sesame  Street) 
are  scarcely  open  to  question.  The  im¬ 
pact  of  many  others  who  were  selected  is 
much  less  evident.  Many  of  these  appear 
to  have  been  chosen  more  as 
“representative”  examples  of  what 


The  integrity  of  one  of  United  Metho¬ 
dism’s  institutions  has  been  seriously 
violated  by  a  small  group  of  people  who 
maneuvered  the  resignation  of  Dr.  Paul 
Hardin  as  President  of  Southern  Metho¬ 
dist  University  (see  related  story  else¬ 
where  in  this  issue).  The  process  by 
which  Dr.  Hardin  was  deposed  repre¬ 
sents,  at  best,  an  intentional  by-passing 
of  proper  procedures ;  at  worst,  it  smacks 
of  a  shoddy  power  play. 

At  SMU— as  in  most  of  our  church-rela¬ 
ted  institutions  of  higher  education— the 
church  has  sought  to  foster  an  atmos¬ 
phere  of  freedom  for  a  broad  range  of 
academic  pursuits.  In  that  atmosphere, 
the  university  has  functioned  splendidly 
as  a  marketplace  where  knowledge  and 
values  are  transmitted  and  critiqued. 
This  stands  in  sharp  contrast  to  an 
earlier  day  when  church-related  schools 
were  frequently  compromised  by  narrow 
sectarian  interests. 

Having  liberated  its  universities  from 
that  mold,  can  the  church  now  afford  to 
stand  idly  by  while  the  atmosphere  of 
freedom  it  has  fostered  is  threatened  by 
an  equally  narrow  set  of  special  monied 
interests? 

Not  if  the  church  is  serious  about 
staying  in  the  business  of  higher  educa¬ 
tion.  Many  of  United  Methodism’s  large 
universities  have  already  withdrawn 
their  affiliation.  SMU  is  one  of  the  few 
large  universities  with  which  our  church 
still  maintains  a  close  and  healthy 
relationship.  If  the  church  does  not 
reassert  its  role  as  the  guarantor  of 
SMU’s  freedom  from  special  interests  in 
the  current  situation,  any  meaningful 
sense  of  church-r elatedness  is  likely  to  be 
lost.  And  others  will  surely  follow. 

We  do  not  presume  to  know  whether  or 
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persons  in  a  given  field  of  endeavor 
might  accomplish  than  for  their  in¬ 
dividual  accomplishments.  — 

Nowhere  “represented”  in  the  list  was 
the  parish  minister  who,  by  virtue  of 
faithfully  proclaiming  a  gospel  with  both 
personal  and  social  implications,  in¬ 
fluences  the  lives  of  hundreds  of  persons 
each  week  from  the  pulpit.  The  critics  of 
preaching  notwithstanding,  we  believe 
the  pulpit  remains  one  of  the  potentially 
most  influential  positions  in  our  society. 
In  many  instances,  that  influence  has 
been  diluted  by  a  constant  flow  of 
irrelevant  platitudes.  In  thousands  of 
other  instances,  however,  what  gets  said 
from  our  pulpits  on  Sunday  morning  has 
a  direct  and  substantial  impact  on  the 
lives  of  millions  within  American  society. 
The  apparent  bias  of  “Time”  editors  in 
favor  of  secular  categories  of  “impact” 
obscured  this  fact  and  resulted  in  an  im¬ 
portant  category  of  “rising  leaders” 
being  largely  unrepresented  in  the 
survey. 

It  would  be  an  unpardonable  copout, 
however,  to  place  primary  responsibility 
for  religion’s  small  number  of  “rising 
leaders”  on  “Time.”  It  is  difficult  to 
dispute  the  view  that  organized  religion’s 
impact  on  society  has  been,  and  is, 
slipping. 

Secularization  is  everywhere  in¬ 
creasing.  In  very  few  places  is  the  “old 
old  story”  being  told  in  a  compelling 
enough  manner  to  make  a  decisive  im¬ 
pact  on  an  emerging  generation  of 
secular  humanists. 

It  is  both  tragic  and  painful  to  admit 
that,  in  far  too  many  instances,  the 
church  has  lowered  its  vision.  All  too 
often  we  have  forgotten  that  we,  as 
Christians,  are  vessels  which  carry  a 
God-given  message  capable  of  trans¬ 
forming  the  world  and  the  lives  of  its 
inhabitants. 

Instead  of  living  out  and  proclaiming 
the  most  important  message  in  the 
world,  we  are  all  too  frequently  inclined 
to  compromise  that  message  in  order  to 
accommodate  the  lower  standards  and 
practices  of  our  culture  —  to  the  point 
where  many  of  us  have  no  clear  idea  of 
what  it  is  we’re  about.  That  the  church 
has  lost  any  sense  of  unified  direction  is 


not  the  circumstances  at  SMU  warrant  a 
change  in  executive  leadership.  We  do 
believe  that  the  only  body  which  may 
make  that  decision  appropriately  is  the 
duly-elected  Board  of  Trustees  meeting 
in  formal  session. 

In  the  interests  of  the  university  and 
the  church  whose  name  it  bears,  we  call 
upon  SMU’s  Board  oLTrustees  to  meet  at 
the  earliest  possible  time,  in  called  ses¬ 
sion,  to  consider  (1)  the  reason  Dr. 
Hardin  was  asked  to  resign;  (2)  the 
manner  in  which  his  resignation  was 
called  for  and  received;  and  (3)  the 
future  course  for  the  university  and  its 
Presidency  that  it  deems  most  appropri¬ 
ate.  Once  it  has  conducted  its  delibera¬ 
tions  and  made  its  decisions,  the  Board  of 
Trustees  should  offer  a  full  explanation 
to  the  church  and  the  public. 

A  belated  welcome 
to  Oklahoma  Indian 
Mission  Conf.  readers 

Normally  we  greet  readers  of  a  new 
conference  edition  with  a  first-issue 
editorial  welcome,  combining  it  with  a 
restatement  of  basic  editorial  policies  for 
all  readers. 

In  the  hubbub  of  completing  our  annual 
conference  rounds,  we  neglected  to 
welcome  1,400  new  subscribers  in  the 
Oklahoma  Indian  Missionary  Conference 
who  joined  us  with  the  July  5  issue. 

Although  a  bit  tardily,  we  offer  a  warm 
greeting  to  our  new  readers.  We  believe 
you  will  benefit  from  this  new  weekly 
flow  of  information  about  the  church  into 
your  homes,  and  encourage  you  to  join 
our  other  readers  in  contributing  “Let¬ 
ters  to  the  Editor,”  articles  for  “Here  I 
Stand,”  and  responses  to  our  periodic 
“Question  Box”  surveys. 

We  also  believe  that  our  continuing 
readers  will  benefit  from  this  new  ex¬ 
tension  of  our  circulation.  Just  as  all 
have  benefited  by  the  cross-fertilization 
of  ideas  between  persons  in  the  con¬ 
ferences  we  already  serve,  so  will  all 
benefit  from  increased  information  from 
persons  in  one  of  United  Methodism’s 
most  unique  annual  conferences. 

Our  purposes  as  a  publication  remain 
the  same:  to  provide  a  flexible  medium 
through  which  the  programs  of  the  local 
church  and  annual  conference  may  be 
made  known;  to  provide  fast,  accurate 
news  and  analysis  at  the  regional, 
national  and  world  levels  from  a  United 
Methodist  perspective;  and  to  provide  a 
forum  for  the  exchange  of  responsible 
opinion  by  concerned  churchpersons. 

Our  editorial  policy  is  twofold:  (1)  to 
be  Christian;  and  (2)  to  be  fair  to  all 
gradations  of  opinion  among  Christians. 

Our  ability  to  serve  the  church  in  many 
different  parts  of  the  United  States  is 
possible  because  of  our  continuing 
conviction  that  United  Methodists  are  a 
diverse  people  who  are,  nevertheless, 
united  by  common  concerns  regardless 
of  their  geographical  location.  With  this 
issue,  TM/  UMR  will  visit  some  275,000 
homes  through  160  separate  conference 
and  local  church  editions. 

To  our  new  readers  in  the  Oklahoma 
Indian  Missionary  Conference,  we  say  a 
belated  “Welcome.”  To  our  continuing 
readers  in  Texas  and  across  the  nation, 
we  say  “Thank  you  for  continuing  to  read 
your  edition  of  TM/  UMR.” 


dramatically  illustrated  than  by  the 
lingering  debate  over  whether  the 
Christian  message  is  basically  “per¬ 
sonal”  or  “social”  in  nature. 

Instead  of  devising  and  uniting  behind 
a  churchwide,  multi-pronged  approach  to 
communicate  God’s  Good  News  to  a 
society  and  a  world  which  desperately 
need  to  hear  it,  we  struggle  to  maintain 
our  present  membership  levels,  increase 
our  pension  benefits,  and  perfect  our 
organizational  structures. 

Instead  of  finding  new  ways  by  which 
to  pool  our  resources  and  impact  with 
Christians  of  other  denominations,  we 
are  too  often  content  to  debate  the  merits 
of  such  institutions  as  the  National 
Council  of  Churches,  the  Consultation  on 
Church  Union  and  Key  73. 

Yes,  there  is  a  lot  of  disturbing  truth  in 
“Time’s”  suggestion,  by  implication, 
that  the  Body  of  Christ  is  not  presently 
providing  the  level  of  leadership  needed 
to  make  a  decisive  impact  on  con¬ 
temporary  American  society. 

In  spite  of  the  increasing  dominance  of 
secular  forces  and  the  waning  influence 
of  organized  religion  in  society,  however, 
we  are  not  left  without  hope.  No  matter 
how  powerful  they  may  appear  to  be, 
secular  forces  alone  cannot  answer  the 
ultimate  questions  of  human  life.  These 
answers  are  provided  by  a  Leader  far 
greater  whose  followers  dare  to  claim  the 
name  “Christian.” 

Our  hope  today,  and  in  the  future,  is 
that  from  among  His  followers  may  arise 
a  new  generation  of  Christian  leaders 
who  are  grasped  by  His  Spirit,  em¬ 
powered  by  His  Word,  and  capable  of 
persuasively  re-presenting  the  vision  of  a 
new  heaven  and  a  new  earth  —  both  to 
persons  within  and  outside  His 
fragmented  body,  the  church. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


To  the  Editor: 

I  have  read  the  exchange  “on  the 
seeming  absence  of  God  in  our  world," 
which  was  published  in  the  June  28,  1974 
issue,  with  heartfelt  concern.  I  do  believe 
this  type  of  situation  is  happening  to 
many  good  Christians  throughout  the 
world  today. 

Back  in  1969 1,  too,  was  a  dedicated  and 
concerned  person  and  an  ardent  believer 
in  the  faith  that  I  had  accepted  for  thirty- 
three  years.  One  Sunday  morning  the 
services  which  had  been  conducted  in 
Latin  were  changed  to  English.  Instead 
of  the  organ  being  played,  a  guitar  was 
used  to  present  music  with  which  I  was 
not  familiar.  There  were  so  many 
changes  in  the  service  that  I  could  not 
cope  with  it.  The  prayer  book  which  was 
my  guide  with  English  translations  was 
indeed  a  treasured  possession.  But,  now 
it  was  no  longer  of  any  use  as  everything 
was  so  changed.  Unhappy  and 
discouraged  I  began  to  miss  Sunday 
morning  attendance.  This  led  to  more 
unhappiness,  because  I  loved  attending 
Sunday  services. 

There  were  other  factors.  The  removal 
of  prayers  from  the  public  schools  has 
always  been  a  sore  spot  for  me.  To  my 
belief,  this  is  one  of  the  factors  for  the 
situation  of  today.  The  children  and  the 
adults  no  longer  respect  the  laws  that 
were  given  to  us  in  the  Scriptures  (The 
Sermon  on  the  Mount  nor  The  Ten 
Commandments).  This  is  very  sad. 

However,  one  day  while  driving 
through  the  countryside,  I  passed  a  little 
church  that  one  of  the  members  of  my 
family  had  made  an  oil  painting  of  years 
ago.  I  stopped  and  noted  the  time  for  the 
Sunday  morning  services.  The  following 
Sunday  I  attended  this  little  church.  The 
null  and  void  feeling  that  I  had  been 
experiencing  had  vanished.  From  that 
day  until  the  present  time,  I  am  a  happy 
member  of  one  of  the  United  Methodist 
Churches  in  our  town. 

So,  to  Mr.  Kandid:  do  not  be 
discouraged.  New  situations  are  always 
created  by  our  Creator. 

Name  withheld  by  request 

Easton,  Pennsylvania 

things  arc  not  a  I  trays 
as  they  see  in 

In  a  recent  issue  you  printed  an  article 
entitled  “A  Layman-Minister  Exchange 
on  the  seeming  absence  of  God  in  our 
World.”  The  ministerial  answer,  which 
was  to  comfort  and  convince,  bothered 
me  because  it  sounded  more  like  a 
seminary  lecture  than  a  message  from 
God. 

National  and  international  leaders  are 
crying  for  “peace”  when  there  is  no  real 
peace;  brother  seems  against  brother; 
God  seems  to  have  left  the  world  to  its 
own  devices.  The  church  “like  a  mighty 
army”  seems  to  be  retreating  from  the 
precepts  of  Her  Master.  Worst  of  all, 
from  where  I  stand,  God  seems  to  have 
left  me  in  a  great  time  of  need. 

The  previous  message  is  not  true;  it 
just  seems  to  be  true  from  where  I  stand. 
The  little  word  “seems”  is  the  key  to  the 
problem.  Does  God  really  forsake?  No! 
What  Jesus  cried  on  the  cross  seems  like 
God  forsaking  him  but  was  really  a  hymn 
of  comfort  from  Psalm  22  .  .  . 

Things  were  and  are  not  all  what  they 
may  seem.  God  in  Christ  is  reconciling 
unto  Himself! !  He  is  reconciling  the 
world  to  Himself;  he  is  reconciling  the 
church  to  Himself.  He  is  even  reconciling 
my  poor  spiritual  condition  to  Himself  by 
the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit  as  one  who 
walks  along  beside  me  on  the  dusty  road 
of  life.  He  is  saying  “be  patient  and  have 
no  fear  for  I  will  never  leave  you  nor 
forsake  you.” 

I  cannot  be  content  with  the  word 
“God”  because  it  seems  too  distant  and 
remote;  I  cannot  stop  with  the  earthly 
life  of  The  Christ  or  Messiah  because  his 
sacrifice  is  anchored  too  much  in  the 


By  PAUL  D.  LOWDER 

There  was  no  way  I  could  have  been 
prepared  for  the  experience.  Since  I 
rarely  get  to  sit  in  the  pew,  I  had  looked 
forward  to  the  worship  service.  The 
preaching  and  music  were  reported  to  be 
above  average. 

As  I  entered  the  church  a  couple  of 
obvious  greeters  stood  at  the  entrance 
but  did  not  speak.  As  the  pastor  in  our 
church  I  usually  speak  first,  so  I  thought 
I  would  wait  and  see  what  happened.  An 
usher  showed  me  to  a  pew  and  gave  me  a 
bulletin. 

Because  of  the  familiarity  of  the  order 
of  worship,  I  felt  comfortable  —  at  least 
for  awhile.  The  choir  sang  well,  the 
ministers  read  the  prayers,  an¬ 
nouncements  and  scriptures,  and  we  had 
a  registration  of  worshipers. 

About  this  time  I  began  to  feel  very 


■*4’m  getting  a  little  annoyed  with  these 
‘Is  your  collar  on  backwards?’  jokes!” 


ancient  past.  Praise  be  to  God  in  Christ,  I 
can  either  wait  patiently  or  go  forward 
with  the  Holy  Spirit  because  he  is 
the  .  .  .“present-day  moving  power  of 
God-in-Christ”  .  .  .  reconciling  .  .  . 
reconciling  .  .  .  amen  and  amen. 

This  I  can  live  with,  die  for,  find 
strength  in,  and  witness  to. 

Jim  Woodward 
Baytown,  Texas 

M  liy  tlo  yon  subject  ns 

to  partisan  polities ? 

To  the  Editor: 

For  years  our  church  has  subjected  us 
to  the  social  gospel  and  politics.  Now  a 
qew  wrinkle  has  been  added  to  make  us 
more  miserable  —  partisan  politics.  I 
believe  partisan  politics  is  a  curse  in  our 
church,  and  I  want  to  do  everything  I  can 
to  get  rid  of  the  ugly  monster. 

When  I  asked  if  the  church  had  become 
so  autocratic  that  it  sought  to  do  our 
political  thinking  for  us,  I  was  told  that 
the  church  was  speaking  to  us  not  for  us. 

I  do  not  want  the  church  to  speak  to  me  in 
this  manner.  If  the  church  is  seeking  to 
influence  our  political  thinking,  does  this 
mean  that  the  church  wants  all  of  us  to 
think  alike  politically,  and  to  think  as 
certain  boards  and  commissions  want  us 
to  think?  I  do  not  go  to  church  or  read  our 
church  publications  to  be  subjected  to 
partisan  politics,  but  in  recent  months 
that  is  what  I  have  received  many  times. 

I  would  like  to  ask  if  some  of  the 
leaders  of  our  church  who  have  been 
speaking  out  in  a  partisan  manner, 
remember  and  practice  these  verses 
from  the  Bible: 

1.  Pray  for  our  leaders  and  those  in 
authority 

2.  Judge  not,  lest  ye  be  judged 

3.  Let  him  who  is  without  sin,  cast  the 
first  stone. 

Marguerite  Gripne 
Minneapolis,  Minnesota 

(.a nee!  in  y  subscription* 
for  a  host  of  reasons 
To  the  Editor: 

For  weeks  I  have  read  your 
publication,  hoping  against  hope,  that 
there  would  be  more  worthwhile 
reporting  and  information  in  the  paper.  I 
have  been  sadly  disappointed  and 
disillusioned.  The  material  and  emphasis 
as  a  whole  has  continued  left-leaning  and 
radical.  You  are  directed  to  remove  my 
name  from  your  mailing  list  im¬ 
mediately;  your  paper  is  obnoxious  and 
unwelcome  in  my  home,  even  in  the 
waste  basket.  Following  are  some  of  my 
reasons. 

1.  There  is  continual  condoning  of 
amnesty  propaganda.  When  will  more 
people  become  mature  and  less 
emotional  and  accept  that  this  country 
could  not  long  survive  if  each  individual 
is  to  decide  which  laws  he  will  obey  and 
which  he  will  disregard?  I  am  opposed  to 
blanket  amnesty  for  deserters,  mur¬ 
derers,  draft  evaders,  those  guilty  of 
rape,  and  other  serious  crimes.  Each  of 
these  people  should  face  the  proper 
Court. 

2.  I  am  sick  and  tired  of  hearing  about 
pikeville.  These  busy-bodies  should  be 
spending  their  time  with  their  own 
churches;  not  in  attempting  to  dictate  to 
the  hospital. 

3.  Your  issue  of  June  7  intimating  Mr. 
Nixon  should  “repent  his  sins”.  What 
sins?  Mr.  Nixon  has  sacrificed  himself 
and  has  contributed  more  to  his  Country 
than  the  combined  of  his  self-serving, 
publicity  seeking  critics. 

In  my  opinion,  the  country  would  be 
much  better  off  without  the  Council  of 
Churches  —  state,  national  and  in¬ 
ternational.  Officials  of  same  regularly 
involve  the  Councils  in  a  so-called  liberal 
(I  call  it  radical)  manner.  I  have  not 
knowingly  or  willingly  contributed  in  any 
manner  to  these  groups  for  more  than 


SMU  Trustees  should  meet-soon! 


Don’t  be  discouraged 


“Here  I  Stand”  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM/  UMR  readers  may 
express  their  concerns  and  opinions 
about  the  church. 

This  week’s  contributor,  the  Rev. 
Paul  D.  Lowder,  is  pastor  of  the 
Maple  Springs  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Winston-Salem,  North 
Carolina. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article 
for  consideration  to:  “Here  I 
Stand,”  The  Texas  Methodist/  Uni¬ 
ted  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box 
1076,  Dallas,  Texas  75221. 


uptight.  The  service  was  too  much  like 
ours  at  home !  There  was  no  risk  involved 
for  anyone  unless,  of  course,  the  elec¬ 
tricity  had  failed.  Then  the  organ  could 
not  have  been  played  and  the  minister 
could  not  see  to  read  the  prayers  or  the 
sermon. 

Since  it  was  Lent  the  minister  was 
preaching  a  series  on  the  last  words  of 
Jesus.  That  Sunday  it  was,  “Woman, 
behold  your  son!.  .  .Behold  your 
mother!”  and  consisted  of  a  plea  to  treat 
our  mothers  kindly  in  their  old  age.  He 
concluded  with  the  admonition,  “I  hope 
you  will  care  for  your  mother  as  John 
cared  for  Mary.” 

I  could  not  help  but  wonder  what  could 
have  been  said  for  those  who  have 
mothers  they  cannot  live  with  and  yet 
who  cannot  live  by  themselves.  By  the 
end  of  the  service  I  felt  like  a  tamed 
spectator  who  could  only  participate  with 
about  25%  of  my  consciousness  and  with 
even  less  of  my  body.  At  the  conclusion  I 
left  in  a  state  of  agitation. 

If  our  services  are  like  this  one,  what 
can  we  do  about  more  participation  or  to 
add  a  little  drama  to  a  too  dull  routine?  I 


made  several  resolves  about  what  I 
would  do  upon  returning  home. 

First,  I  would  find  some  place  in  the 
service,  probably  after  the  Gloria  Patri, 
for  people  to  speak  to  each  other  —  either 
by  passing  the  peace  or  just  welcoming 
each  other.  The  nearest  anyone  came  to 
speaking  to  me  in  the  previously  men¬ 
tioned  worship  experience  was  an  older 
lady  who  looked  at  my  signature  on  the 
registration  sheet  as  she  passed  it  back  to 
the  aisle.  I  used  to  think  an  opportunity 
for  people  to  speak  to  each  other  in 
worship  was  disruptive,  but  am  now 
convinced  it  may  be  a  most  significant 
part  of  the  service. 

Second,  in  a  society  as  depersonalized 
as  ours  we  need  some  acceptable  way  of 
conveying  our  caring  for  each  other.  Now 
I  ask  the  worshipers  to  place  their  hands 
on  the  shoulders  of  the  person  in  front  of 
them  and  to  repeat  the  benediction  after 
me.  This  is  not  an  effort  to  negate  the 
significance  of  God’s  blessing,  but  it  calls 
attention  to  our  responsibility  to  pass  His 
blessing  on.  And  it  reminds  us  of  another 
way  we  can  participate. 

We  can  find  other  ways  of  reinforcing 
the  significance  of  our  worship. 
Sometimes  the  responsive  readings  can 
be  read  between  the  left  and  right  sides  of 
the  congreation  or  between  the  choir  and 
congregation.  Or  we  can  begin  the 
Affirmation  of  Faith  quietly  and  get 
louder  as  we  approach  the  end,  fairly 
shouting  the  last  phrase.  And  sometimes 
we  can  say  the  Lord’s  Prayer  as  quietly 
as  possible. 

Of  course,  any  of  this  can  become  a 
tired  habit  or  even  gimmickry.  It 
depends  on  our  attitude  and  willingness 
to  participate.  But  if  we  try,  we  can  find 
new  ways  of  making  our  old  patterns  of 
worship  more  meaningful. 


;  God  always  provides 


seven  years,  whether  it  be  for  Chavaz  or 
any  other  radical  group  or  individual.  I 
sincerely  hope  the  new  National  Council 
of  Churches  officials  will  display  better 
judgment  and  sense,  than  the  ones  who 
were  dismissed.  „  „ 

F.  J.  Romph 
Gallatin,  Missouri 


Thanks  for  your  reporting 

To  the  Editor: 

This  is  to  express  my  appreciation  for 
the  splendid  reporting  job  that  is  being 
done  by  the  TM/UMR.  This  is  a  news 
service  that  is  long  overdue  in  our 
church.  It  is  published  in  a  format  with 
which  all  readers  are  familiar  and  is  an 
invaluable  tool  in  keeping  them  well 
informed  about  developments  in  the 
religious  world. 

With  this  expression  of  appreciation 
goes  my  best  wishes  for  continued  ex¬ 
pansion  and  success. 

H.  Paul  Smith 
New  York,  New  York 


M  liy  not  more  publicity  on 


the  banns  of  marijuana ? 

To  the  Editor: 

Recently,  it  was  proven  scientifically 
at  Columbia  University  that  marijuana  is 
harmful  to  the  human  system.  This  is 
what  some  of  us  have  said  all  along.  I 
presume,  though,  there  are  those  who 
thought  of  us  as  credulous  aggrandizers 
of  piffling  fatuity,  old  squares,  mossback 
foggies,  puritanical  ignoramuses  who 
didn’t  know  the  facts. 

The  university’s  confirmation  of  our 


observations  and  judgment  is  gratifying, 
yet  we  are  not  boasting;  neither  are  we 
surprised.  Dr.  C.  J.  Miras,  University  of 
Athens,  Greece,  knew  about  the  effects  of 
marijuana  long  before  it  became  a  major 
problem  in  the  United  States.  His  careful 
observation  covered  a  period  of  twenty 
years,  and  gave  us  a  treasure  of 
available  material. 

To  me,  it  is  strange  and  amazing  that 
there  has  been  practically  no  publicity  in 
the  printed  media  about  Columbia 
University’s  scientific  proof.  Although  I 
have  access  to  newspapers,  popular  and 
sophisticated  magazines,  I  haven’t  seen 
one  account  of  this  distinguished, 
scientific  conclusion  in  the  printed 
media.  I  must  have  been  remiss  in  my 
reading,  because  I  had  read  reams 
previously,  about  legalizing  marijuana, 
or  making  its  use  a  misdemeanor. 

Why  hasn’t  there  been  more  publicity 
in  the  printed  media  since  the  ex¬ 
periment  was  announced  on  the  air?  Is  it 
possible  that  the  ill-advised  legal  counsel 
who  advocated  leniency,  and  the  extreme 
eggheads  who  wrote  the  fallible  columns, 
do  not  have  the  courage  to  admit  they 
were  wrong?  They  came  out  one  way, 
and  fled  by  seven. 

William  O.  Ecklor 

Lakeland,  Florida 


INFLAMED  EYES? 

Cl  cl  prompt  relief  with  LAVOPTIK,  Ihe 
Medicinal  Eye  Wash.  Soothes  granulated  eye¬ 
lids.  itching,  irritation.  Aids  natural  healing. 
Relied  on  by  millions  for  dependable  eye 
comfort.  Insist  on  genuine  LAVOPTIK  Eye 
Wash  with  eye  cup  included,  at  your  druggist. 
Satisfaction  or  your  money  back. 


A  delightfully  beautiful  Retirement  Home  on  the  exotic  west  coast  of  Florida. 
It  faces  west  over  blue  water  and  green  trees  with  red  and  yellow  blossoms  the 
year  'round.  And  it  faces  east  over  downtown  Bradenton  within  walking 
distance  to  churches,  library,  banks,  stores.  It’s  relaxing.  It’s  secure.  It’s  oc¬ 
cupied  by  people  much  like  yourself  who  will  make  you  feel  comfortably  at 
home  for  the  rest  of  your  life. 

ASBURY  TOWERS  is  designed  and  operated  for  gracious  living  with  modern 
accommodations  for  your  creature  comforts  including  health  care.  Come,  live 
with  us  and  check  your  responsibilities  at  the  curb  when  you  enter.  A  card, 
letter  or  phone  call  will  bring  you  a  color  brochure  and  complete  information. 

ASBURY  TOWERS,  1533  -  4th  Avenue  West,  Bradenton,  Florida  33505 
Odell  Glass,  Administrator  Phone:  813/  747-1881 


An  agency  of  the  Sarasota  District  of  the  Florida  Conference  of  The  United  Methodist  Church,  but  non- 
sectarian  in  Its  benefits. 
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ROBERT  STRAWBRIDGE 
’  HOUSE 

Here  Robert  Sir awbrfctae  formed 
the  first  Methodist  class  In  America 
about  176 S.  Nearby  he  built  the  first 
log  meeting  house.  Although  without 
official  sanction  American  Methodists 
first  received  Baptism  and  Holy 
Communion  By  his  hand.  Named 
national  historic  Methodist  Shrine, 
1940.  Acquired  by  Strawbrldge  Shrine 
Association.  197$. 
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SMU  President’s  ouster  detailed 

Many  believe  ‘due  process'  violated  in  Dr.  Hardin's  resignation 
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National  United  Methodist  shrine 

NEW  WINDSOR,  Maryland— A  national  United  Methodist  shrine  marker  was 
unveiled  at  the  first  Methodist  meeting  place  in  America  here  on  July  10.  The  event 
was  marked  by  a  combined  meeting  of  the  Northeastern  and  Southeastern 
Jurisdiction  Commissions  on  Archives  and  History.  The  Strawbridge  House  and 
farm  were  purchased  from  private  owners  during  the  past  year  by  the  Strawbridge 
Shrine  Association,  a  Baltimore  Conference  organization. 

PHOTOS  BY  ANDERS  LUNT 

A  Frenchman’s  dream  finally 
comes  true:  he’s  a  minister 


By  SPURGEON  M.  DUNN AM  HI 
TM/UMR  Editor 

DALLAS--A  storm  is  gathering  here  as 
the  truth  unravels  concerning  the  resig¬ 
nation  of  Dr.  Paul  Hardin  as  President  of 
Southern  Methodist  University. 

Dr.  Hardin’s  resignation  was  not  volun¬ 
tary  as  was  originally  reported,  nor  was 
it  sought  by  the  school’s  Board  of 
Trustees.  Rather,  it  was  engineered  by  a 
small  group  of  Dallas  businessmen  on  the 
school’s  21-member  Board  of  Governors, 
and  then  represented  as  an  act  initiated 
by  Dr.  Hardin  and  accepted  by  the  Board 
of  Governors  on  the  Board  of  Trustees’ 
behalf. 

How  could  a  large  university,  owned  by 
United  Methodism’s  South  Central  Juris¬ 
diction,  and  ostensibly  governed  by  an 
83-member  Board  of  Trustees  elected  by 
the  Jurisdiction,  suddenly  have  its  Presi¬ 
dent  ousted  without  proper  cause  being 
shown  for  such  drastic  action?  And  how 
could  a  President  who  was  unanimously 
elected  two  years  previously  by  the 
Board  of  Trustees— upon  the  recommen¬ 
dation  of  a  Search  Committee  made  up  of 
representatives  from  the  Trustees,  facul¬ 
ty,  administration  and  student  body— 
and  re-elected  by  acclamation  less  than 
six  weeks  previously  by  the  Board  of 
Trustees,  be  deposed  without  a  subse¬ 
quent  meeting  of  the  Trustees? 

These  are  questions  now  being  asked 
by  dismayed  church  officials,  faculty 
members  and  a  growing  number  of 
Trustees,  with  few  answers  as  yet  forth¬ 
coming  from  those  who  brought  the 
resignation  about. 

In  an  effort  to  ascertain  the  truth, 


By  BILL  BUCHANAN 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

CLAREMONT,  Calif.  —  It  looked  for  a 
while  as  if  Dr.  Jean  Jacques  Rousseau 
might  never  realize  his  boyhood  wish  to 
becolne  a  minister. 

As  a  matter  of  fact  it  looked  that  way 
for  tjie  better  part  of  a  half  a  century. 

But  now,  almost  50  years  and  two 
doctorates  later,  the  dream  that  was 
born  and  nurtured  in  rural  France  is 
finally  coming  to  fruition  for  Dr. 
Rousseau  who  recently  received  his 
Doctor  of  Ministry  degree  from 
Claremont  School  of  Theology  here. 
Shortly  he  will  set  sail  for  Ewa  Beach  on 
the  ifeland  of  Oahu,  Hawaii,  where  he  will 
be  pastor  of  the  First  United  Methodist 
Church. 

In  an  interview  with  TM/  UMR  Dr. 
Rousseau  explained  that  the  first  post¬ 
ponement  in  his  minsterial  inclinations 
resulted  from  his  “religiously  split 
family.”  His  father  was  a  Roman 
Catholic,  and  his  mother  was  a  member 
of  the  Reformed  Church. 

Not  feeling  comfortable  with  the 
theologies  of  either  of  these  traditions, 
Dr.  Rousseau  put  his  professional 
religious  interest  on  the  back  burner  and 
waited  for  something  decisive  to  hap¬ 
pen. 

It  didn’t  take  long  for  “something 
decisive  to  happen.” 

Hitler  invaded  France. 

With  that  turn  of  events,  Dr.  Rousseau 
fled  to  England  via  North  Africa  and 
joined  the  Royal  Air  Force. 

After  World  War  II  finally  ran  its 
course,  he  returned  to  France  to  begin  an 
academic  career,  earning  a  B.S.  and 
M.A.  in  fairly  rapid  succession. 

By  this  time  academe  was  in  his  blood, 
and  Dr.  Rousseau  went  on  to  the 
University  of  Paris  to  pursue  a  Ph.D.  in 
linguistics. 

As  luck  —  providence,  perhaps?  — 
would  have  it,  he  decided  to  do  his  doc¬ 
toral  dissertation  on  “The  Gambling 
Lingo  in  the  U.S.A.” 

Research  for  this  project  led  him  to 


Las  Vegas,  Nevada.  And  that’s  where  it 
happened. 

He  began  attending  a  United  Methodist 
Church.  The  uneasiness  he  had  felt  with 
his  exposure  to  theology  by  way  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  and  Reformed 
traditions  was  dispelled  by  the  pluralism 
and  freedom  he  found  in  the  Wesleyan 
tradition. 

The  religious  interest  that  had  been 
simmering  on  the  back  burner  began  to 
perk  once  again.  After  completing  his 
doctorate  in  1968,  Dr.  Rousseau  returned 
to  Las  Vegas  to  accept  a  teaching  post  at 
the  University  of  Nevada. 

Dr.  Rousseau  said  he  decided  to  return 
to  the  U.S.  because  of  his  positive  ex¬ 
perience  with  American  Protestantism 
where  “a  person  can  find  exactly  the 
church  he  likes.” 

Although  he  felt  it  was  too  late  to  do 
anything  about  his  professional  in¬ 
clinations  in  the  field  of  religion,  he  was 
determined  to  be  an  “involved  layman.” 

He  later  became  a  partner  in  an  in¬ 
surance  firm  and  one  day  out  of  curiosity 
he  took  a  value  test  given  to  prospective 
insurance  agents  to  determine  major 
vocational  interests.  The  test  revealed 
that  his  interest  in  religion  was  as  high  as 
ministers  and  priests. 

Well,  you  might  say  this  was  the 
handwriting  on  the  wall. 

Dr.  Rousseau  dissolved  his  business 
and  moved  to  Claremont  where  he 
enrolled  in  the  School  of  Theology  and 
zipped  through  its  four-year  Doctor  of 
Ministry  program  in  a  mere  2M>  years. 

Discussing  his  hopes  for  the  future,  Dr. 
Rousseau  said  he  wants  to  communicate 
to  his  parishioners  —  most  of  whom  have 
grown  up  in  the  Methodist  tradition  —  the 
excitement  he  found  upon  discovering 
Methodism  later  in  life. 

He  opined  that  the  main  malady 
besetting  United  Methodism  nowadays  is 
inattention  to  its  heritage. 

And  that  heritage,  said  Dr.  Rousseau, 
is  one  laced  with  dynamic  social 
movements  which  changed  the  world  and 
brought  hope  to  people  in  the  name  of 


Jesus  Christ. 

“The  Methodists  of  Wesley’s  time,” 
Dr.  Rousseau  explained  in  a  thick  French 
accent,  “would  go  into  the  streets,  slums 
and  music  halls.  They  would  pick  up 
people  and  bring  them  up  to  dignity. 

“We  should  be  more  conscious  of  this 
past.  That’s  the  reason  we’re  declining  in 
membership:  we’ve  become  an 
established  middle-class  people  and 
begun  neglecting  the  person  in  the  gut¬ 
ter.” 

It  is  the  duty  of  “every  Christian  to 
consider  himself  or  herself  a  minister,” 
added  the  newly-ordained  pastor.  And 
that  ministry  should  be  acted  out  in  word 
and  deed  —  be  it  in  Ewa  Beach,  Hawaii, 
or  Antran,  France. 


TM/UMR  has  conducted  an  extensive 
series  of  interviews  with  persons  close  to 
the  situation  including  Dr.  Hardin,  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  SMU  faculty,  members  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees— including  several 
bishops—  and  members  of  the  Board  of 
Governors.  Following  is  a  reconstruction 
of  what  has  occurred  to  date : 

The  resignation  reconstructed 

1.  On  June  17,  Mr.  C.A.  Tatum  Jr., 
chairman  of  SMU’s  Board  of  Trustees 
and  Mr.  Edwin  L.  Cox,  chairman  of  the 
Board  of  Governors,  met  with  Dr.  Hardin 
in  the  President’s  office.  Mr.  Cox  told  Dr. 
Hardin  that  he  had  lost  the  confidence  of 
the  Board  of  Governors  and,  by  implica¬ 
tion,  the  Board  of  Trustees,  and  asked 
that  he  resign. 

2.  Dr.  Hardin  was  stunned  and  shocked 
by  the  request.  He  asked  if  a  meeting  of 
the  Board  of  Governors  should  be  called 
to  discuss  it.  Mr.  Cox  said  that  a  meeting 
would  serve  no  useful  purpose  because  he 
had  already  polled  the  Governors  indi¬ 
vidually  and  they  were  overwhelmingly 
in  agreement  that  he  should  resign. 
Struck  by  the  apparently  overwhelming 
sentiment  that  he  should  resign,  and 
agreeing  that  he  should  not  subject 
himself  and  the  university  to  the  publici¬ 
ty  which  would  be  generated  by  a 
struggle  to  maintain  his  job,  Dr.  Hardin 
agreed  to  announce  his  resignation  on 
June  19,  effective  June  30. 

3.  Chancellor  Willis  M.  Tate,  vacation¬ 
ing  in  Mexico  at  the  time,  was  informed 
of  the  turn  of  events  and  flown  back  to 
Dallas  in  a  private  jet  so  that  he  might 
accept  a  request  that  he  reassume  the 
Presidency—  a  post  he  held  for  18  years 
before  Dr.  Hardin  arrived. 

4.  A  public  announcement  of  the 
resignation  was  made  on  June  19  by  Mr. 
Tatum,  with  Dr.  Hardin  stating  ambigu¬ 
ously  that  he  was  looking  forward  to 
returning  to  his  first  love— the  teaching 
and  practice  of  law,  hopefully  at  SMU. 
“Sources”  quoted  by  the  two  Dallas 
newspapers  indicated  that  Dr.  Hardin’s 
abrupt  manner  of  making  decisions  on 
controversial  issues  without  consulting 
his  Governing  Board  led  to  the  alienation 
of  “powerful  trustees,”  and  finally  to  his 
resignation.  Subsequent  information, 
however,  has  revealed  that  in  only  one 
instance  did  Dr.  Hardin  make  a  major 
decision  without  the  approval  of  the 
Board  of  Governors,  and  in  that  instance 
he  had  the  explicit  backing  of  Mr.  Cox. 

‘Sincere  regret’  expressed 

5.  Also  on  June  19,  Mr.  Tatum  sent  out  a 
letter  to  members  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  expressing  “sincere  regret  that 
I  announce  that  Dr.  Paul  Hardin  has 
resigned  as  President  of  Southern  Metho- 


Despite  church  criticism, 
Warren  was  religious  man 


Class 

ified 

Rate:  25c  per  word,  figure  or  Initial  per  In¬ 
sertion.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on 
contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  In  advance.  Minimum  charge  of  S6.25 
Service  charge  or  blind  ads  81.00  per  Insertion. 

A  UNIQUE  OPPORTUNITY.  A  successful 
retired  salesman  or  minister  to  represent  one 
of  America's  fastest  growing  religious  radio 
programs  in  your  area.  Exceptionally  good 
Income  potential.  If  Interested,  write, 
Methodist  Hour,  Box  77,  Orlando.  Florida 

HOMEPARENTS  NEEDED  for  child  care. 

32602. 

These  are  full  time  positions  for  married 
couples  with  no  dependents.  In  addition  to 
salary,  we  provide  meals,  laundry  service, 
living  quarters  while  on  duty,  sick  leave;  also 
Insurance  and  retirement  programs  are 
available.  Applicants  must  be  non-smokers, 
non-drinkers,  high  school  graduate,  preferably 
with  college  training.  These  positions  can 

HOLY  LAND,  EGYPT,  TURKEY  —  Four 
days  Greek  Isles  Cruise.  17  days  from  Dallas. 

N.  Y..  October  5.  First  Class.  Call  or  write  for 
brochure:  Bess  Loudermllk.  3339  Milton, 
Dallas,  Texas  75205.  Phone  (214  )  363-2692. 

contact  the  personnel  Department.  Methodist 
Home.  1111  Herring  Ave.,  Waco,  Texas  76708. 

STAFF  POSITION  In  active  church  of  1,500 

WANTED:  D.C.E.  and-or  Youth  Director. 
Good  salary.  Begin  August  or  September. 
Apply:  Rev.  Allan  Stuart,  First  UMC,  Box  E. 
Dunedin.  Fla.  33528  (813)-733-4139. 

educational  assistant  able  to  work  with  youth. 
Music  training  desirable.  House  furnished, 
salary  negotiable.  Rev.  John  Carpenter,  P.  O. 

Box  2368.  Hobbs.  N.  M.  86240.  Phone  (505)  393- 
4435.  office;  393-4353,  parsonage. 

FOB  FREE  INTRODUCTORY  mini- 
subscription  (4  Issues)  of  United  Methodists 
for  Methodism's  newsletter,  the  "Voice  of  the 
Layman,"  write:  U.M.M..  Box  42773,  Chicago. 

Ill.  60642. 

NEEDED:  VISITATION  MINISTER.  Must 
be  retired.  Church  will  pay  maximum  salary 
allowable,  travel  and  travel  expense.  Housing 
negotiable.  Grace  United  Methodist  Church. 

REFORMATION  HERITAGE  TOUR  to 
England.  France.  Germany.  Netherlands  with 

400  Field  St..  East.  Venice.  Fla.  3359S.  (813) 
488-1374. 

beginning  April  7.  1975.  from  Dallas.  8649,  For 
brochure:  Bob  Sanders.  Box  793,  Winters. 
Texas  79567,  (915)-754-5213. 

PREGNANT?  UNMARRIED?  Give  your  baby 
a  home  and  a  chance  at  life!  The  Methodist 

EVANGELISTIC  SINGER:  Experienced 
several  hundred  Methodist  churches  In  30 
states.  Dates  available  for  revivals  or 
missions.  Earl  Ward.  3001  Summer.  Waco, 
Texas  76708.  Telephone  753-2796. 

plete,  confidential  service  on  your  problems. 

Good  living  situation,  warm  acceptance,  best 
medical  care,  expert  counseling  and  con¬ 
tinuing  high  school  education.  Call  or  write: 

Rev.  Harold  Burkhardt.  6487  Whitby  Rd..  San 
Antonio,  Texas  78240.  Phone  (512)  696-2410. 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (RNS)  —  Among 
the  major  opinions  of  the  U.S.  Supreme 
Court  under  the  late  Chief  Justice  Earl 
Warren  were  two  which  barred  state- 
sponsored  prayer  and  Bible  reading  in 
public  schools.  Yet  the  man  whose  court 
ruled  on  these  cases  considered  himself 
a  man  “influenced”  by  religion  and  the 
Bible. 

Throughout  his  50  years  of  public 
service  as  prosecutor,  Attorney  General 
and  Governor  of  California,  Presidential 
aspirant  and  Chief  Justice  of  the  United 
States,  Mr.  Warren  said  that  religion 
“had  a  profound  impact  on  his  thinking.” 
In  a  1973  newspaper  interview,  he  ob¬ 
served  : 

“If  one  believes  in  the  principles 
learned  through  the  Gospel  and  tries  to 
abide  by  them  it’s  bound  to  affect  his 
actions  and  reactions  as  well.  I  always 
encouraged  my  children  to  go  to  Sunday 
School  and  study  the  Scriptures  ...  I 
judge  people  by  the  way  they  benefited 
by  religion." 

Raised  by  Methodist  parents,  the 
former  Chief  Justice  attended  a  Baptist 
church  during  his  Supreme  Court  years 
in  the  nation’s  capital. 

Although  subsequent  to  the  1962  and 
1963  Court  rulings  against  prayer  and 
Bible  reading  in  public  schools  Mr. 
Warren  was  criticized  as  being  “anti- 
religious,”  it  was  that  same  year  that  the 
former  Chief  Justice  endoresed  a 
Worldwide  Bible  Reaading  Program. 

In  1966,  speaking  at  the  Jewish 
Theological  Seminary,  New  York,  Mr. 
Warren  pointed  to  the  relationships  of 
legal  decisions  and  moral  insights.  He 


said  the  “great  body  of  Common  Law 
itself  owes  its  insights  to  the  moral 
reflections  of  the  Hebrew  prophets,  the 
early  Christians  .  .  .”  and  that  “social 
engineers”  throughout  history  “were 
themselves  inspired  by  teachings  rooted 
in  Scripture  .  .  .” 

In  1972,  Mr.  Warren  advocated  an 
interreligious  study  of  ethical  problems, 
adding  that  such  an  investigation  “might 
bring  about  mutual  understanding 
among  the  religious  traditions  and 
between  religious  leaders,  on  the  one 
hand,  and  statesmen,  businessmen  and 
academicians  on  the  other.” 

Nevertheless,  he  said  his  in¬ 
terpretation  of  the  U.S.  Constitution  was 
that  “church  and  state  must  forever  be 
kept  apart  in  our  country.”  This,  he 
added,  was  “wisely”  put  into  the  Con¬ 
stitution  by  its  framers. 

Several  decisions  of  the  Warren  Court 
have  had  a  strong  impact  on  religion  in 
America.  In  addition  to  the  prayer  and 
Bible  reading  cases,  it  ruled  in  1968  that 
individual  taxpayers  could  sue  the 
government  over  expenditures  of  public 
funds  for  parochial  schools  and  church- 
related  programs. 

This  ruling  led  to  several  other 
momentous  rulings  on  aid  to  non-public 
schools  by  subsequent  Courts,  and  paved 
the  way  for  numerous  Court  tests  at  the 
state  and  local  levels. 

In  June,  1968,  the  Warren  Court  ruled 
that  it  was  Constitutional  for  New  York 
State  to  loan  textbooks  from  public 
sources  to  non-public  schools.  Almost 
immediately,  several  states  took  steps 
calling  for  direct  aid  to  parochial  schools. 


dist  University.”  Mr.  Tatum  asked  the 
Trustees  both  to  ratify  the  Board  of 
Governors’  acceptance  of  the  resignation 
and  to  re-elect  Chancellor  Tate  to  the 
President’s  position  on  a  mail  ballot 
which  was  enclosed.  The  letter  did  not 
indicate  that  Dr.  Hardin’s  resignation 
had  been  requested,  nor  did  it  state 
substantive  reasons  why  it  was  sub¬ 
mitted.  It  left  instead  the  impression  that 
Dr.  Hardin  initiated  the  resignation. 
Presented  in  this  way,  a  large  majority 
of  the  Trustees  voted  “yes”  to  both 
propositions. 

Although  it  is  not  possible  to  state  with 
certainty  how  many  persons  were  active¬ 
ly  involved  in  the  move  to  oust  Dr. 
Hardin,  it  is  generally  conceded  that  Mr. 
Cox  was  the  leader.  A  number  of  sources 
have  also  credited  Mr.  William  P. 
Clements— presently  Deputy  Secretary 
of  Defense  in  Washington,  a  former 
chairman  of  the  Board  of  Governors  and 
the  Search  Committee  which  settled  on 
Dr.  Hardin,  and  a  close  friend  of  Mr. 
Cox— with  being  a  prime  mover  behind 
the  scenes.  Mr.  Tatum  is  generally 
regarded  as  having  “gone  along”  rather 
than  as  having  spearheaded  the  effort. 
Neither  Mr.  Cox,  Mr.  Tatum,  nor  Dr. 
Tate  responded  to  efforts  by  TM/UMR  to 
contact  them  for  interviews. 

With  the  pretense  of  Dr.  Hardin’s 
“voluntary”  resignation  no  longer  opera¬ 
tive  following  a  series  of  stories  on  the 
subject  in  the  Dallas  dailies,  Mr.  Tatum 
and  Mr.  Cox  met  with  members  of  the 
executive  committee  of  SMU’s  Faculty 
Senate  last  Friday  in  an  effort  to  explain 
what  happened  and  why.  According  to  a 
member  of  the  committee  who  asked  not 
to  be  identified,  they  failed  to  offer 
substantive  reasons  to  justify  the  action 
or  the  process  by  which  it  was  taken.  Mr. 
Cox  did  concede  to  the  group  that  the 
matter  had  been  mishandled,  and  as¬ 
sured  them  that  the  faculty  would  be 
represented  in  the  search  for  a  new 
President.  But,  our  source  asked,  “If  a 
handfull  of  people  could  fire  one  Presi¬ 
dent  who  was  the  product  of  a  broadly- 
based  search,  what  would  prevent  them 
from  firing  another  one?” 

The  nub  of  the  matter 

The  nub  of  the  matter  appears  to  be  the 
relationship  of  the  Board  of  Governors  to 
the  Board  of  Trustees.  The  Board  of 
Trustees  is  a  diverse  group  of  persons, 
scattered  over  a  large  geographical  area, 
which  meets  only  twice  a  year.  Each  of 
the  church’s  bishops  in  the  South  Central 
Jurisdiction  is  a  member.  The  Board  of 
Governors  is  a  smaller  group  composed 
primarily  of  wealthy  Dallas  business 
men— many  of  them  generous  benefac¬ 
tors  of  SMU— which  meets  monthly 
under  delegated  authority  of  the  Trus¬ 
tees.  It  includes  only  one  bishop. 

In  recent  years,  the  Governors  have 
been  increasingly  dominant  in  the  mak¬ 
ing  of  SMU’s  important  decisions.  In  the 
words  of  a  faculty  member  who  asked  not 
to  be  identified,  “They  are  trying  to 
operate  the  university  as  they  would  a 
big  business,  and  that  simply  won’t  work. 
Ironically,  the  church  has  sought  to  move 
away  from  heavy-handed  sectarian  con¬ 
trol  of  the  university,  thus  freeing  the 
university  to  perform  its  own  distinct 
function.  Now  that  freedom  is  being 
threatened  by  the  control  of  big-business 
interests.” 

A  Professor  in  the  School  of  Humani¬ 
ties  and  Sciences,  who  is  generally  not 
known  as  a  churchman,  was  even  more 
pointed:  “I  never  thought  I’d  be  saying 
this,  but  I  think  the  only  hope  we’ve  got  to 
wrest  this  university  out  from  under  the 
thumb  of  a  few  businessmen  is  the 
church." 

What  is  the  church  doing? 

How  is  the  church  responding?  To  this 
point,  only  through  the  voices  of  isolated 
individuals  who  are  concerned  by  the 
unfolding  story  of  Dr.  Hardin’s  resigna¬ 
tion  and  its  implications.  In  most  cases, 
their  concern  has  centered  on  the  process 
by  which  he  was  removed  rather  than  the 
merits  or  demerits  of  his  leadership. 

Bishop  Robert  E.  Goodrich  Jr.  of  the 
church’s  Missouri  area  said:  “The  fact  of 
President  Hardin’s  resignation  and  the 
manner  in  which  it  occurred  have 
brought  SMU  to  a  serious  crisis— perhaps 
the  most  serious  crisis  in  its  history.  The 
way  in  which  the  matter  is  resolved  will 
determine  the  type  of  university  SMU 
will  be  in  the  future.  I  believe  that  the 
Board  of  Trustees  should  be  called  into 
session  to  discuss  fully  what  has  oc¬ 
curred  and  to  decide  where  we  go  from 
here.” 

Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield  of  the 
church’s  Louisiana  area  expressed  a 


sentiment:  “Given  the  current  situation, 
the  proper  way  to  deal  adequately  with 
the  concerns  being  expressed  is  through 
a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Trustees.” 

Some  votes  rescinded 

The  Rev.  Richard  B.  Wilke,  pastor  of 
First  Church,  Wichita,  Kansas  and  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  wrote 
a  strongly-worded  letter  of  protest  to  Mr. 
Tatum  last  week,  saying:  “I  was  led  to 
believe  that  Dr.  Hardin  initiated  the 
resignation  and  wanted  to  return  to 
teaching  and  the  practice  of  law.  Now  I 
learn  that  the  resignation  was  requested 
I  wish  formally  and  vigorously  to  rescind 
my  vote  on  the  grounds  that  I  was 
provided  misleading  and  inaccurate  in¬ 
formation.” 

Mr.  Wilke  added,  “Are  there  some 
grave  differences  of  opinion  over  policy 
at  the  university?  Not  that  I’ve  been  told. 
If  there  are,  they  should  be  dealt  with  at  a 
meeting  of  the  Board  of  Trustees. ' ’ 

Charles  W.  Ferguson  of  Mt.  Kisco, 
N.Y.,  and  another  Trustee  who  voted  to 
accept  the  resignation  but  later  res¬ 
cinded  his  vote,  said:  “I  don’t  like  this  at 
all.  I’m  strongly  in  favor  of  some  kind  of 
action  to  give  only  the  Trustees  the  power 
to  make  that  kind  of  decision.  I  don’t  care 
about  the  reason  for  the  resignation.  It’s 
the  process  I  care  about.” 

The  SMU  situation  has  also  caught  the 
attention  of  representatives  of  United 
Methodism’s  General  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry.  In  a  telephone 
interview.  Dr.  Thomas  Trotter,  General 
Secretary  of  the  Board,  said:  “Church- 
relatedness,  at  the  very  minimum, 
means  that  due  process  is  scrupulously 
followed  in  the  way  a  school  is  governed. 

I  am  greatly  concerned  by  reports  that 
due  process  may  have  been  violated  in 
relation  to  Paul  Hardin’s  resignation.” 

Dr.  Fred  Harris,  an  Associate  General 
Secretary  of  the  Board  and  staff  execu¬ 
tive  to  United  Methodism’s  accrediting 
agency  for  church-related  schools— the 
University  Senate— indicated  that  he  has 
written  a  letter  to  Mr.  Tatum  asking  that 
the  process  by  which  Dr.  Hardin  resigned 
be  clarified  so  that  questions  raised  at 
the  next  University  Senate  meeting 
might  be  adequately  answered. 

What  could  the  Trustees  do? 

If  the  Board  of  Trustees  should  be 
called  into  session  as  Bishop  Goodrich, 
Bishop  Crutchfield,  and  an  editorial  else¬ 
where  in  this  issue  of  TM/UMR  have 
suggested,  what  might  the  Trustees  do? 
A  member  of  the  SMU  Faculty  Senate 
with  strong  feelings  regarding  the 
the  church’s  role  in  higher  education 
offered  several  pointed  alternatives:  (1) 
They  might  do  nothing,  thereby  uphold¬ 
ing  the  action  already  taken;  (2)  they 
might  nullify  the  action  taken  on  the 
basis  of  Mr.  Cox’s  informal  telephone 
poll  of  the  Board  of  Governors;  (3)  They 
might  suspend  all  actions  by  the  Board  of 
Governors  while  a  complete  discussion  of 
the  situation  takes  place;  (4)  They  might 
push  so  hard  in  their  discussions  that 
some  members  of  the  Board  of  Gover¬ 
nors  might  resign;  or  (5)  They  might  do 
away  with  the  Board  of  Governors 
altogether  and  return  the  university  to 
the  Board  of  Trustees. 

He  added:  “If  we  get  rid  of  the  Board  of 
Governors,  we  won’t  go  back  to  being  a 
church  school  in  the  sectarian  sense,  but 
we  will  go  back  to  representing  the 
highest  goals  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  in  higher  education,  namely, 
establishing  ‘meaning’  rather  than  ‘mon¬ 
ey’  as  the  primary  pursuit. 

Another  high  church  official  who  asked 
not  to  be  quoted  by  name  said:  “I  don’t 
really  think  the  school  would  lose  very 
much  money  if  it  took  the  Board  of 
Governors  to  task  for  this  action  and 
either  restructured  the  Governors  or 
reestablished  the  Board  of  Trustees  as 
the  primary  governing  body.  And,  the 
money  that  we  would  lose  would  be  of  the 
type  that  a  church-related  school  does 
not  need  in  the  first  place.” 

Where  is  Paul  Hardin? 

And  what  of  Paul  Hardin?  “I’m  con¬ 
cerned  that  the  matter  be  dealt  with  in 
terms  of  principle  rather  than  in  an 
attempt  to  reinstate  Paul  Hardin.  I 
cannot  conceive  circumstances  develop¬ 
ing  which  might  result  in  my  being  asked 
to  reassume  the  Presidency.  I  do  envi¬ 
sion  a  great  future  for  Southern  Method¬ 
ist  University  as  a  church-related  insti¬ 
tution  of  higher  education.  For  that 
future  to  be  assured,  I  believe  the  events 
of  the  past  several  weeks  need  to  be  fully 
examined  in  a  timely  and  appropriate 
fashion  by  the  Board  of  Trustees.” 


British  Methodists  overturn  drinking  ban 


BRISTOL,  Eng.  (RNS)  -  British 
Methodism  has  reversed  its  policy  of 
total  abstinence. 

The  change  in  policy  was  voted  by  the 
1974  conference,  thus  ending  the  effect  of 
a  declaration  that  was  adopted  in  1933. 

The  vote  by  690  ministerial  and  lay 
representatives  was  carried  out  in  a 
show  of  hands  but  only  after  strong 
protests  from  various  sections. 

It  means  that  the  drinking  issue,  the 
subject  of  three  years  of  debate  within 
the  Conference,  is  now  left  to  personal 
consciences. 

The  decision  was  condemend  by  Lord 
Soper,  a  former  Conference  president. 
He  said,  “I  would  suspect  that  if  alcohol 
were  taken  out  of  the  situation  in  Nor¬ 
thern  Ireland  a  great  many  of  the 
savageries  which  stain  that  unhappy 
land  could  to  some  extent  be  removed. 
Anyone  who  has  anything  to  do  with  the 
evils  of  the  permissive  society  would  be 
left  in  no  doubt  about  the  relationship 
between  alcohol  and  prostitution  and 


sexual  irresponsibility.” 

He  was  supported  by  the  Rev.  Reginald 
Bedford  of  Northampton  who  said  the 
move  was  “playing  into  the  hands  of  the 
all-power  drink  trade  in  which  the  real 
drug  pushers  are  to  be  found.” 

But  the  Rev.  Edward  Rogers, 
secretary  of  the  Church’s  Division  of 
Social  Responsibility,  said  the  decision 
would  make  the  situation  “more 
realistic.”  The  old  position  implied 
members  “couldn’t  really  decide  for 
themselves.” 

It  was  on  a  recommendation,  in  the 
form  of  a  Declaration,  from  the  Social 
Responsibility  Division,  that  the  Con¬ 
ference  acted  in  taking  its  vote.  This 
declaration,  on  the  non-medical  use  of 
drugs,  asserted  that  “because  the  facts 
about  the  nature  of  alcohol  and  its  effects 
are  overlaid  with  emotional  factors, 
rational  discussion  of  personal  and  social 
attitudes  to  drinking  intoxicants  is 
rarely  possible.  It  is  unfortunately  true 
that  both  drinkers  and  abstainers  un¬ 


critically  accept  traditional  attitudes  to 
alcohol. 

“There  is  no  justification  for 
thoughtlessness  on  the  part  of  those  who 
abstain  or  of  those  who  drink.  Both  must 
take  account  of  the  plight  of  the  victims 
of  excessive  drinking  and  of  the  un¬ 
disputed  evidence  that  alcohol  is  a  drug 
which  affects  the  central  nervous  system 
even  before  a  drinking  pattern  is 
established.” 

On  the  question  of  theology  and  the  use 
of  alcohol,  the  Declaration  said,  “The 
answer  to  the  question  whether  drinking 
intoxicants  is  consistent  with 
Methodism’s  central  doctrine  of  the 
redemption  of  the  whole  of  life  has 
always  produced  two  views  among 
Methodists,  even  when  the  various 
branches  of  Methodism  existed 
separately.  Initially  it  was  the  total 
abstainers  who  were  reckoned  to  be 
inscriptural  and  out  of  harmony  with  the 
views  of  John  Wesley.  However,  the 
sentiment  for  total  abstinence  largely 


prevailed  and  for  several  generations  the 
Methodist  people  have  been  urged  to 
abstain  from  all  intoxicants. 

“The  judgment  of  the  Methodist 
Church  has  always  been  that  to  trans¬ 
form  the  practice  of  total  abstinence 
into  legal  precept  would  be  a  false  step: 
that  total  abstinence  should  not  be  a 
condition  of  membership.  Decision  is  a 
matter  for  individual  choice  .  .  The 
sincerity  and  integrity  of  those  who  take 
differing  views  on  whether  they  should 
drink  or  abstain  is  fully  recognized. 

“Clearly,  genuine  differences  of 
opinion  on  these  matters  make  it  im¬ 
possible  for  Conference  to  lay  down 
mandatory  conditions  of  membership. 
What  it  can  do  is  to  urge  Methodists  to 
consider  (1)  the  scientific  evidence  as  to 
the  nature  and  effects  of  drugs  including 
alcohol  and  (2)  the  moral  obligation  to 
refrain  from  all  drug  practices  which  are 
an  affront  to  Christ,  a  hindrance  to 
holiness  and  a  cause  of  personal  and 
social  decline.” 
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Scarritt  re-tools  for  new  times 


By  BILL  BUCHANAN 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

NASHVILLE  —  Chances  are  if  you  run 
across  a  United  Methodist  missionary 
you’re  also  running  across  a  graduate  of 
Scarritt  College  here. 

For  years  this  small  gothic  school 
paced  the  denomination  in  the  training  of 
missionaries,  turning  out  emisaries  of 
the  Christian  Gospel  to  go  to  the  earth’s 
most  far-flung  corners. 

But  times  have  changed  and  so  has 
Scarritt. 

When  the  church’s  need  for  “pioneer 
missionaries”  began  declining  several 
years  ago,  Scarritt  was  faced  with  the 
fact  that  it  was  no  longer  needed  as  a 
missionary  training  center. 

So  it  was  either  re-tool  for  new  times  or 
go  under. 

Scarritt  re-tooled. 

Fortunately  for  Scarritt  the  decline  in 
the  need  for  missionaries  was  followed 
closely  by  a  burgeoning  interest  in  the 
church's  non-ordained  professionals  as 
well  as  a  waning  interest  on  the  part  of 
the  denomination’s  seminaries  in  the 
training  of  such  non-ordained 
professionals. 

Consequently,  Scarritt  launched  in  to 
fill  the  vacuum,  turning  its  considerable 
resources  to  building  a  curriculum  and 
school  designed  to  equip  laypersons  for 
professional  work  in  the  church. 

And  now  it  is  getting  to  the  point  where 
if  you  run  across  a  specialist  in  Christian 
education  or  some  other  non-ordained 
church  professional,  chances  are  you’re 
again  coming  across  a  Scarritt  alumnus. 

Reflecting  on  the  changing  times  and 
Scarritt’s  determination  to  keep  in  step. 
President  J.  Richard  Palmer  explained 
that  “right  now  the  church  is  going 
through  a  period  of  change  and  Scarritt  is 
changing  with  it.  From  more  than  2,000 
missionaries  a  few  years  ago,  our  church 
now  has  820.  While  more  than  half  of 
them  are  Scarritt  graduates,  the  fact 
remains  that  this  change  in  the  life  of  the 
church  drastically  changes  the  emphasis 
of  our  program. 

“While  I  feel  all  our  departments  are 
equally  important  there  now  seems  to  be 
the  greatest  demand  for  graduates  with 
training  in  the  field  of  Christian 
education.” 

Underscoring  the  need  for  such 
professionals.  Dr.  Cary  Lou  Goddard, 
one  of  Scarritt’s  professors  of  Christian 
education,  explained  that  many  churches 
are  now  seeking  to  employ  Christian 
educators  where  several  years  ago  they 
were  hiring  an  associate  or  an  assistant 
pastor. 

This  trend,  she  believes,  is  caused  by  a 
growing  awareness  that  a  church’s 
success  requires  more  than  just  one  or 
two  good  sermons  each  week. 

“There  is  now,”  she  said,  “a  greater 
interest  in  a  variety  of  ways  of  reaching 
people  with  Christ's  message.”  And  one 
of  those  ways  is  a  sophisticated 
educational  approach. 

“The  preaching  ministry  “no  longer 
does  a  total  job,”  she  continued,  adding 
that  people  have  needs  that  cannot 
always  be  met  from  a  pulpit. 

Into  the  mix,  she  said,  the  role  of  the 
Christian  educator  is  changing. 

"There  was  a  time  when  a  director  of 
Christian  education  was  seen  as  someone 


having  responsibility  for  the  Sunday 
School  program.  That  person  is  now 
being  seen  as  a  professional  educator 
whose  position  on  the  staff  is  related  to 
all  the  functions  of  the  church.” 

While  the  demand  for  Christian 
educators  is  on  the  increase,  programs  to 
train  them  are  being  phased  out  by  most 
seminaries. 

Dr.  Palmer  pointed  out  that  of  the  151 
persons  now  preparing  for  Christian 
education  careers,  51  are  enrolled  at 
Scarritt.  The  remaining  100  are  scattered 
among  the  denomination’s  13  seminaries. 

But,  according  to  the  president,  even 

Thelma  Stevens 


the  seminaries  which  continue  to  train 
Christian  educators  tend  to  view  such 
students  as  “second  class  citizens," 
because  they  are  not  training  for  the 
ordained  ministry. 

But  not  at  Scarritt,  Dr.  Palmer  says. 
“At  Scarritt  the  laity  come  first.  The 
laity  are  our  bag." 

In  addition  to  its  reorientation  from 
missionary  training  to  Christian 
education  Scarritt  has  broadened  its 
continuing  education  offerings,  making 
its  unique  approach  to  the  training  of 
church  professionals  available  to  a 


A  Child 

Nobody  Wanted! 


Satyam.  a  beautiful  little  girl  of 
India,  nine  years  old  this  month, 
has  known  nothing  but  suffering  — 
mistreatment  —  and  hard  manual 
labor.  She  was  forsaken  by  her 
mother,  mistreated  by  relatives, 
and  considered  little  better  than  a 
slave.  Now  we  have  her  in  our 
Christian  Baby-Fold,  and  our 
dedicated  Methodist  superin¬ 
tendent  has  shown  her  what  love 
really  is.  But  we  must  have  a 
sponsor  for  her. 

WHAT  YOU  CAN  DO 
Sponsoring  Satyam  or  some 
other  child  in  one  of  our  or¬ 
phanages  in  India.  Korea,  or  Brazil 
will  be  a  rewarding  undertaking 
for  an  individual,  a  family,  or  a 
group.  We  will  send  you  complete 
information,  and  you  may  write 
your  child  if  you  wish.  The  cost: 
Still  just  $10  a  month.  WORLD’S 
CHILDREN.  INC.  is  approved  by 
the  U.S.  gov’t  so  that  payments  are 
tax  deductible.  Investing  in  a  child 
is  investing  in  eternity. 


wish  to  sponsor  a 
child  where  need  is 

greatest - 

I  prefer  a  child  in 

Enclosed  is  payment 
for  first  month;  Full 
year - - - 


Name  _ 
Street- 
City — 


State  and  Zip - 

WRITE  TO:  Rev.  &  Mrs. 
Albert  E.  Purviance.  WORLD’S 
CHILDREN.  INC.,  Box  626, 
Cheyenne.  Wyoming  82001. 


4 The  day  has  come 
says  liberationist 


NASHVILLE, 
Tenn.— “The  day 
has  come  when  we 
must  provide  chan¬ 
nels  whereby  wom¬ 
en  can  achieve  pow¬ 
er.  Traditionally, 
women  have  been 
the  ones  who  have 
done  the  chores  and 
I  men  were  the  ones 
who  made  the  de¬ 
cisions  and  had  the  power.  Well,  that’s 
just  not  good  enough  anymore.” 

The  firm  set  of  the  jaw  and  the  in¬ 
tensity  of  the  eyes  left  no  doubt  that  the 
woman  meant  every  word  she  said. 

Now,  if  you’ve  already  conjured  up  in 
your  mind  a  picture  of  a  braless  guts- 
and-glory  girl,  you  can  forget  it. 

The  woman  speaking  is  Thelma 
Stevens.  With  her  immaculately  coiffed 
white  hair  and  tailored  suit  she  doesn’t 
exactly  cut  the  image  of  a  women’s 
libber.  But  that  by  no  means  dilutes  her 
advocacy  role  in  the  question  of  women’s 
rights,  particularly  where  the  church  is 
concerned. 

For  many  years  she  was  the  staff 
executive  of  what  is  now  the  social  action 
arm  of  the  Women’s  Division,  Board  of 
Global  Ministries.  Having  retired  from 
that  position  after  28  years,  she  is  now 
dug  in  at  Nashville  where  she  is  acting  as 
a  consultant  to  Scarritt  College  in  setting 
up  its  Center  for  Women’s  Studies. 

Among  the  backers  of  the  interracial, 
ecumenical  program  are  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  and  Church  Women 
United. 

Discussing  the  possibilities  of  and 
implications  for  such  a  program,  Ms. 
Stevens  said  she  sees  it  as  an  all- 
important  tool  in  giving  women  the 
leverage  to  gain  the  power  and 
recognition  they  deserve. 

For  one  thing,  she  pointed  out,  it  will  be 
an  established  and  continuing  facility 
where  “just  ordinary  women  who  have 
never  had  a  chance”  can  get  together 
and  see  themselves  in  relationship  to 
other  women  and  the  world. 

Ms.  Stevens  said  she  is  specifically 
interested  in  the  possibility  of  poverty 
and  minority  groups  of  women  getting  a 
chance  to  come  to  Scarritt  and  said 
something  along  these  lines  might  be 
worked  out  with  organizations  such  as 
the  National  Welfare  Rights  Organi¬ 
zation. 

She  said  the  Center,  which  is  expected 
—  “that  should  be  a  real  red  letter  year 


for  women  if  we  keep  going  the  way  we 
are  now.” 

Sexism,  Ms.  Stevens  readily  admits,  is 
the  wooliest  bear  the  center  —  as  well  as 
other  women’s  rights  efforts  —  have  to 
fight.  “Sexism  is  a  reflection  of  society’s 
stereotyped  view  of  women.  That  must 
be  broken  before  true  liberation  can  be 
experienced. 

“We’ve  also  got  to  have  a  lot  more 
vocations  open  on  more  than  a  token 
basis  for  women  so  their  options  for 
expressing  their  humanity  will  be 
enlarged.  Now  the  question  of  a  woman 
bishop  is  very  symbolic,  and  I’d  like  to 
see  something  happen  in  that  direction.” 

In  addition  to  its  advocacy  role  on 
behalf  of  women,  continued  Ms.  Stevens, 
the  Center  will  also  be  an  integral  part  of 
the  Scarritt  program  and  will  become  the 
third  major  area  of  emphasis  at  the 
school.  The  other  two  are  continuing 
education  and  degree  programs  which 
equip  lay  persons  for  non-ordained 
professions  in  the  church.  She  said  that 
staff  from  the  Women’s  Center  will  be 
utilized  in  the  other  two  areas  and  that 
the  center  will  offer  both  credit  and  non- 
credit  courses  to  augment  the  other  two 
areas. 

The  retired  Women’s  Division 
executive  readily  admitted  that  the  work 
she’s  involved  in  is  a  bit  unusual  at  an 
age  when  most  women  are  involved  in 
the  problems  and  joys  of  being  a  grand¬ 
parent. 

But,  she  hastened  to  add,  Thelma 
Stevens  is  not  involved  just  because  she 
doesn’t  have  anything  better  to  do. 

She  said  her  interest  in  the  women’s 
movement  grew  out  of  a  concern  for  the 
whole  field  of  human  rights,  especially 
for  blacks  and  other  minorities. 

“It  was  out  of  that  concern  that  I 
eventually  drifted  toward  the  field  of 
women’s  rights,”  she  explained. 

And  she  makes  no  apologies  for  her 
decision : 

“Liberation,”  she  explained,  “is  rooted 
in  the  Gospel.  Therefore,  I  see  women’s 
liberation  as  one  of  the  mandates  of  the 
Gospel.  It’s  not  just  dramatic  and  ex¬ 
citing,  it’s  basic  to  the  dignity  of 
humanity. 

“I’m  really  hep  on  this  idea  of  the 
liberation  of  all  humanity,”  she  added. 
“But  one  thing’s  for  sure.  Men  can’t  do  it 
alone,  and  women  can’t  do  it  alone.  They 
have  to  do  it  together.” 

_ BILL  BUCHANAN 


variety  of  other  persons,  including 
ministers,  social  workers  and  —  you 
guessed  it  —  missionaries  on  leave. 

^dd  to  this  the  newly-founded  Center 
for  Women’s  Studies  —  which  is  designed 
to  bring  women  from  all  walks  of  life 
together  to  wrestle  with  questions  of 
women’s  rights  and  dignity  from  a  legal 
as  well  as  a  theological  point  of  view  — 
and  you’ve  got  a  going  concern.  (See 
related  story). 

Increasingly,  according  to  Dr.  Palmer, 
social  service  agencies  are  beginning  to 
view  the  work  being  done  at  Scarritt  as  a 
desirable  addition  to  such  professions  as 
social  work. 

“They  are  looking  hopefully  to 
Scarritt,  for  they  feel  Scarritt  has  the 
kind  of  persons  they  want  ;  persons  who 
first  of  all  are  deeply  committted  to 
Christ  and  His  church;  persons  who  are 
interested  not  so  much  in  what  they  can 
get  out  of  a  job,  but  rather  what  they  can 
put  into  it.” 

F  ederation 
takes  aim 
at  Pikeville 

CHARLESTON,  W.  Va.  —  The 
Methodist  Federation  for  Social  Action, 
meeting  in  annual  session  here  last  week, 
again  took  aim  at  strike-plagued 
Methodist  Hospital  of  Pikeville  (Ky.), 
reaffirming  support  of  the  workers  who 
have  been  on  strike  for  two  years  and 
calling  on  the  church’s  bishops  to  come  to 
their  support. 

In  a  further  action  the  group  of  30 
laypersons  and  clergy  also  adopted  a 
resolution  noting  that  any  settlement  at 
Pikeville  supervised  by  the  National 
Labor  Relations  Board  (NLRB)  “should 
recognize  that  the  legitimate  employes 
are  those  now  on  strike.” 

That  resolution  came  in  the  wake  of  the 
passage  Friday  of  legislation  by  the 
Congress  which  would  bring  non-profit 
hospitals  under  the  jurisdiction  of  NLRB. 
If  signed  by  the  President,  the  legislation 
would  give  NLRB  the  power  to  intervene 
in  the  Pikeville  Situation. 

It  was  noted,  however,  that  the 
legislation  is  not  retroactive.  Moreover, 
it  was  not  known  when  or  if  the  President 
will  sign  the  measure. 

The  gathering  also  commended  Bishop 
Frederick  Wertz  of  the  West  Virginia 
area  for  his  support  of  the  workers  and 
“urged  all  bishops  to  make  a  public 
witness  for  the  support  of  the  strikers.” 
Bishop  Wertz  was  the  keynote  speaker  at 
the  meeting. 

The  group  expressed  gratitude  to  the 
Rev.  Robert  Forrester  of  Jackson,  Ky., 
one  of  seven  persons  arrested  last  Spring 
during  a  demonstration  in  front  of  the 
hospital. 

In  further  actions,  the  group  adopted  a 
resolution  ostensibly  aimed  at  the 
evangelically-inclined  Good  News 
Movement  deploring  “pressures  on  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  to  abandon  its 
proclamation  of  the  whole  Gospel,  in¬ 
cluding  God’s  power  to  liberate  from 
social,  political  and  economic  forces.” 

Good  News  leaders  have  been  at¬ 
tempting  to  bargain  for  a  more 
evangelical  stance  from  the  board. 

In  other  actions  the  group  expressed 
concern  over  the  violation  of  human 
rights  in  Chile  and  elected  the  Rev.  John 
Collins,  associate  program  direction  of 
the  New  York  Conference,  as  president. 


Theology  for  native 
Americans  needed 


Pastor  reverses  abortion  stand 

Former  ‘ problem  pregnancy  ’  counselor  has  4 turned  around 


ESTES  PARK,  Colo.  (UMC)  —  The 
time  has  come  for  the  native  Americans 
to  develop  their  own  theological 
statement,  even  as  other  ethnic  groups 
have  developed  theirs. 

This  belief  was  stated  by  two  speakers 
at  the  biannual  meeting  of  the  National 
Fellowship  of  Indian  Workers  (NFIW), 
meeting  here,  July  8-12. 

One  of  the  speakers  was  the  Rev. 
Homer  Noley  of  New  York  City,  retiring 
president  of  the  Fellowship  and  a  staff 
member  of  the  National  Division  of  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Global 
Ministries. 

In  his  keynote  address,  Mr.  Noley 
called  for  some  native  American  to 
develop  material  for  study  of  the 
Christian  faith  as  it  relates  to  the 
American  Indian  experience. 

The  other  speaker,  Dr.  Benjamin 
Reist,  professor  of  systematic  theology 
at  San  Francisco  Theological  Seminary, 
said  it  takes  someone  who  has  had  the 
“red  experience”  to  “transmute”  the 
Gospel  in  a  meaningful  way. 

“Community  yields  theology,”  he  said. 
“Theology  follows  the  movement  of  the 
community.  No  ethnic  community  can 
develop  a  theology  without  knowing  the 
history  and  writings  of  their  people." 
Otherwise,  he  said,  any  theological 
statement  would  be  a  rewrite  of  white 
theology. 

Vine  Deloria  Jr.  of  Golden,  Colo., 
president  of  the  National  Institute  of 
Indian  Law,  told  the  more  than  100  Indian 
and  non-Indian  workers  from  11 
denominations,  he  is  through  speaking  to 
church  groups.  Since  writing  “God  is 
Red”  he  has  discovered  secular  groups 
who  have  goals  similar  to  his,  he  said. 

“It  is  too  late  to  work  through  the 
church  for  change,”  he  declared. 
“Persons  like  myself  should  not  appear 
before  church  bodies  because  the 
churches  are  not  willing  to  deal  with 
scientific  events  and  ecology.” 

He  did  encourage  those  “who  feel 
comfortable  working  with  the  church”  to 
continue  and  perhaps  write  a  follow-up 
book  to  his  forthcoming  “The  Indian 
Affair.” 

One  session  of  the  meeting  was  devoted 
to  the  crisis  in  Indian  education.  The 
Rev.  Cecil  Corbett,  executive  director  of 
Cook  Christian  Training  School,  Tempe, 
Ariz.,  reported  there  are  only  35  native 
Americans  currently  enrolled  in 
Protestant  seminaries.  Only  one  is  a 
United  Methodist. 

Mr.  Corbett  said  the  study  undertaken 
for  the  Joint  Strategy  and  Action  Com¬ 
mittee  ( JSAC),  also  revealed  that  young 
native  Americans  reported  they  are  not 
encouraged  by  their  pastors  or  churches 
to  enter  the  ministry. 

Furthermore,  the  study  showed  that 
financial  assistance  for  free  ministerial 


students  is  inadequate. 

The  NFIW  voted  to  establish  a 
scholarship  fund.  An  offering  of  $150  was 
received  for  that  purpose. 

Denominations  will  be  asked  to  con¬ 
tribute  to  the  fund,  with  the  first 
scholarship  granted  at  the  July  12-16, 
1976,  meeting  of  the  Fellowship. 

In  other  actions,  the  NFIW  called  on 
their  respective  denominations  to  im¬ 
mediately  direct  their  appropriate  staff, 
officers,  and  communities  to  make 
assistance  available  to  the  Farmington, 
N.  Mex.,  Indian  leadership  in  a  con¬ 
sultative  capacity. 

A  resolution  referred  to  the  murder  of 
three  Navajo  men  in  Farmington  and 
called  on  city,  county,  and  state  agencies 
to  cooperate  with  native  American 
communities,  organizations,  and  leaders 
to  work  toward  a  solution  of  the  problem 
of  racism. 

The  Fellowship  requested  their 
judicatories  to  actively  recruit  native 
American  women  as  ministers. 

Holy  Covenant 
agrees  to  accept 
male  pastor 

CHICAGO  —  Failing  in  several  bids  to 
have  Bishop  Paul  Washburn  appoint  a 
woman  as  senior  pastor  of  their 
congregation,  members  of  the  Parish  of 
the  Holy  Covenant  said  here  Sunday  they 
will  accept  the  appointment  of  Charles 
Peterson  as  minister  if  the  bishop  agrees 
to  work  toward  rapid  implementation  of 
the  conference’s  recently  adopted 
Affirmative  Action  Statement. 

Among  the  provisions  of  that  statement 
is  that  the  number  of  female  clergy  in  the. 
Northern  Illinois  Conference  be  in¬ 
creased  to  50  percent  through  recruit¬ 
ment  outside  the  conference  and  stepped 
up  efforts  to  encourage  women  to  attend 
seminary. 

The  bishop  had  not  responded  to  the 
Church’s  overture  at  deadline  time. 

The  small  congregation  has  been 
requesting  the  appointment  of  a  woman 
since  they  learned  in  the  Spring  that 
former  pastor  James  Reed  was  leaving 
to  join  his  wife  Jane  —  the  newly  ap¬ 
pointed  associate  general  secretary  of 
the  Board  of  Church  and  Society’s 
Emerging  Social  Issues  Division  —  in 
Washington. 

When  a  male  was  appointed  during  the 
June  conference,  church  members  dug  in 
and  refused  to  accept  the  appointment, 
hoping  to  get  the  bishop  to  reconsider.  If 
the  bishop  did  reconsider,  he  did  not 
change  his  mind,  and  the  appointment 
stood. 


SPRINGFIELD,  Ohio  (RNS)— A 
United  Methodist  minister  who  was  once 
an  abortion  counselor  believes  that  the 
1973  U.S.  Supreme  Court  decision 
legalizing  abortion  will  be  “turned 
around.” 

Speaking  at  a  meeting  of  the  new 
Springfield  Right  to  Life  Society,  the 
Rev.  Mike  Baldwin,  pastor  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  of  Yellow  Springs, 
Ohio,  told  how  he  had  been  “turned 
around"  on  the  abortion  question. 

He  attributed  the  reversal  of  his  own 
views  to  a  “spiritual  rebirth”  and  his 
experiences  as  a  member  of  the  Clergy 
Consultation  Service  on  Abortion  at 
Columbus. 


The  young  minister  said  he  was  an 
abortion  counselor  “for  all  of  the  wrong 
reasons,  and  you  can  include  vanity.”  He 
said  each  client  he  counseled  “on  what  is 
politely  called  a  ‘problem  pregnancy,’  ” 
signed  a  form  “absolving  me  from  all 
responsibility.” 

But  his  work  as  a  clergyman- 
counselor,  he  said,  led  him  to  the  con¬ 
viction  that  he  had  to  share  the 
responsibility  for  abortions  because  of 
indirect  involvement. 

Mr.  Baldwin  expressed  belief  that 
“although  God  has  a  say-so  over  life  and 
death,  we  are  often  His  hands.  My  hands 
were  soiled.” 

Baldwin  outlined  some  of  the 


Mr. 


Statue  honoring  black 
Methodist  woman  dedicated 


By  ANDERS  LUNT 
Special  to  TM/  UMR 
The  first  memorial  to  a  black  or  a 
woman  to  be  erected  on  public  land  in  the 
nation’s  capital  was  dedicated  on  July  10 
in  honor  of  Mary  McLeod  Bethune, 
founder  of  United  Methodist-related 
Bethune-Cookman  College. 

Representatives  of  United  Methodist 
Women,  who  raised  a  significant  part  of 
the  total  cost  of  the  statue,  joined  with 
leaders  of  government,  education  and 
church  agencies  in  the  unveiling  which 
was  attended  by  more  than  10,000 
residents  of  Washington’s  inner  city. 

Born  the  15th  child  of  former  slave 
parents  in  1875,  Mary  McLeod  Bethune 
observed  in  her  ‘‘Last  Will  and 
Testament”,  which  was  read  during  the 
ceremonies  by  actress  Cicely  Tyson,  that 
“Despite  many  crushing  burdens  and 
handicaps,  I  have  risen  from  the  cotton 
fields  of  South  Carolina  to  found  a 
college,  administer  it  during  the  years  of 
growth,  become  a  public  servant  in  the 
government  and  country,  and  a  leader  of 
women.” 


In  addition  to  her  founding  role  in  the 
life  of  Bethune-Cookman  College,  Mrs. 
Bethune  is  also  credited  with  creating  the 
National  Council  of  Negro  Women  in 
1935.  She  served  as  an  advisor  to  four 
presidents  and  was  the  only  woman  on 
Franklin  D.  Roosevelt’s  unofficial 
“Black  Cabinet.” 

Mrs.  Bethune’s  lifelong  dedication  to 
education  and  to  youth  led  her  to  begin 
the  Daytona  Literary  and  Industrial 
School  for  Training  Negro  Girls,  on  the 
site  of  a  junkyard  and  with  apple  crates 
for  seats,  in  Daytona  Beach,  Florida.  In 
1923  the  Methodist  Board  of  Education 
provided  financial  support  for  the 
merger  of  this  school  with  the  Cookman 
Institute  of  Jacksonville,  a  boys’  school. 
Mrs.  Bethune  served  as  president  of  the 
resulting  college  until  1947,  and  as 
president  emeritus  until  her  death  in 
1955. 

The  Bethune-Cookman  College  Choir 
and  President  Dr.  Richard  Moore  par¬ 
ticipated  in  the  ceremonies  dedicating 
the  memorial  statue  in  Lincoln  Park. 


reasons  he  abandoned  his  role  as  an. 
abortion  counselor. 

He  said  he  heard  “over  and  over 
again”  from  the  women  who  came  to 
him,  “If  I  ha,ve  the  baby,  I’ll  want  to  keep 
it.”  To  him,  the  statement  came  to  mean 
“out  of  sight,  out  of  mind.” 

A  second  factor  in  his  change  of  view 
was  the  “self-centered”  attitude  of  his 
clients,  he  added.  Women  came  to  him 
with  their  minds  already  made  up  to 
have  an  abortion.  “What  began  as  their 
pleasure  was  to  be  ended  only  to  please 
them,”  he  said. 

But  perhaps  the  most  compelling 
reason  he  came  to  reject  abortion  was 
the  discovery  that  his  wife  was  expecting 
their  first  child. 

“It  really  personalized  the  matter  for 
me,”  Mr.  Baldwin  said.  “As  my  wife 
grew,  I  realized  the  similarity  between 
what  she  was  carrying  and  what  other 
women  who  come  to  me  were  carrying. 

“I  remember  the  day  I  felt  our  child 
kick.  It  was  alive!  With  this  realization, 
something  in  me  was  born.  I  had  to  get 
out." 

Reinforcing  his  new  position,  he  said, 
were  stories  about  nurses  who  were 
required  to  participate  in  abortion 
procedures  against  their  will.  Some 
experienced  nervous  breakdowns,  he 
said  here  in' an  interview.  Also,  he 
reported,  there  were  stories  that  were 
verified  of  aborted  “babies  struggling  for 
several  hours  before  they  died.” 

Mr.  Baldwin  said  that  he  comes  from 
“an  anything  goes"  background  and 
would  not  have  been  impressed  by  what 
the  Bible  has  to  say  about  abortion.  Many 
declared  that  the  Bible  had  nothing  to 
offer  on  the  question,  he  added. 

It  was  not  until  he  had  revolted  against 
the  notion  of  permissive  abortion  that 
“scripture  began  to  speak  for  the  first 
time,”  he  said. 

Mr.  Baldwin  then  said  he  found  the 
Bible  and  the  Judeo-Christian  tradition 
solidly  against  abortion. 
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Good  News  Singers  Of  Vitiaii 


in  Church’s  new  folk-singing  group  is  called  “ The  Go( 
‘.urrent  program  is  the  folk  musical  “ Tell  It  Like  It 
ge  is  the  director;  the  Rev.  Louis  M  Coppage  is  paste 


News  Singers.”  and 
5."  Mrs.  Mattie  Rae 
of  the  Vivian  Church. 


The  Junior  High  group  of  First  Church. 
Minden,  are  planning  to  leave  by  bus  for 
a  trip  to  the  Sacramento  United 
Methodist  Assembly  in  New  Mexico  on 
July  27.  They  will  return  August  6. 
Senior  Highs  recently  completed  a  trip  to 
the  Ozarks,  where  they  enjoyed  camping 
and  attending  the  Passion  Play  at 
Eureka  Springs.  The  Rev.  Kirby  A. 
Vining  is  pastor,  and  the  Rev.  Paul 
Durbin  is  associate. 

Youth  of  First  Church,  Houma, 
recently  held  a  money-raising  project  in 
the  form  of  a  Slave  Day.  They  sold  their 
services  for  $1.00  per  hour,  and  reported 
success  in  their  efforts.  The  Rev.  A. 
Jerome  Cain  is  pastor. 

Young  people  of  the  Henning  Memorial 


Church,  Sulphur,  have  a  full  summer 
calendar.  During  the  month  of  July  the 
schedule  includes  a  NOW  Week  for  Senior 
Highs;  a  COPE  Week  for  Junior  Highs; 
plus  a  fellowship  trip  to  Houston  and 
Galveston  for  each  group.  Almost  200 
youth  in  the  Henning  church  have  been 
busy  with  an  afterchurch  fellowship  each 
Sunday  (3  different  groups),  art  classes, 
choral  reading,  recreation,  service 
projects,  and  renovation  of  rooms.  The 
Rev.  Warren  Blakeman  is  pastor. 

Children  of  St.  Paul’s  Church, 
Harahan,  are  practicing  stewardship  by 
helping  with  some  of  the  needs  of 
Methodist  Home  Hospital,  New  Orleans. 
The  Rev.  Richard  R.  Meek  is 
pastor.  The  Caravan  Team  of  First 


The  Wesleyan  Bell  Choir  of  First  United  Methodist  Church.  Lake  Charles, 
presented  its  annual  “send-off”  concert  in  the  church  on  July  21.  prior  to  its 
departure  on  a  two-weefe,  3300  mile  concert  tour.  Donald  E.  Allured  is  director. 


Church,  Shreveport,  left  on  tour  the 
middle  of  July.  They  are  making  stops  in 
Louisiana,  Mississippi,  Tennessee  and 
W.  Virginia.  They  will  return  to 
Shreveport  on  July  31. 

The  Caravan  concept  is  built  around 
the  belief  that  Christianity  is  a  lifestyle 
and  that  when  the  teachings  of  Christ  are 
adopted,  we  may  become  Jesus  for 
someone  else.  The  team  is  composed  of 
middle  and  senior  high  youth  who  spend 
time  in  Bible  study,  prayer,  Serendipity 
sessions,  and  in-depth  sharing  ex¬ 
periences.  All  of  this  is  preparation  for 
sharing  meaningful  experiences. 


Counselors  with  the  group  include  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Don  Miller  and  youth  coun¬ 
selors  Debbie  England  and  Gwen  Gatti. 


Children  of  Trinity  Church  and  First 
Church  Jennings,  participated  in  a  joint 
Vacation  Church  School  held  at  First 
Presbyterian  Church  in  Jennings.  First 
Presbyterian  directed  the  VCS,  with 
teachers  and  helpers  from  all  churches. 
This  was  the  third  year  of  this 
cooperative  effort.  The  Rev.  Robert  B. 
Crichlow,  Jr.  is  pastor  at  Trinity;  the 
Rev.  Eskel  Tatum  is  pastor  of  First. 
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Bishop’s  Message 

ral  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Church  in  Brazil  recently  sent  an 

_ _ .j  the  Council  of  Bishops  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  in  the  USA  to 

send  a  representative  to  their  quadrennial  conference  to  share  in  the 
deliberations,  to  learn  of  mission  work,  and  to  strengthen  ties  between 
Brazilian  and  American  Methodism.  Designated  by  the  Council  as  the 
representative,  Mrs.  Crutchfield  and  I  spent  the  first  eleven  days  of  July  in  Rio 
de  Janeiro.  The  visitation  was  extremely  pleasant,  though  exhausting,  and  the 
work  rather  arduous.  Brazilians  seem  to  have  few  hang-ups  concerning  North 
Americans,  and  their  welcome  was  genuinely  cordial.  Apart  from  participating 
in  the  conference,  we  shared  in  worship  services  in  Volta  Redonda  (two  hours’ 
drive  from  Rio)  and  at  Catete;  also  we  visited  a  number  of  fine  Methodist  social 
service  institutions.  Addressing  the  conference  was  quite  a  privilege; 
“strengthening  the  ties’’  of  the  two  Methodisms  was  challenging  indeed. 

We  were  heartily  impressed  with  the  breadth  of  vision  in  the  Brazilian 
Church,  a  church  which  now  envisions  the  development  of  work  in  the  vast 
Transamazon  region,  a  territory  embracing  one  million  square  miles  and 
through  which  the  new  highway  system  is  being  constructed.  This  frontier 
development,  paralleling  the  rapid  growth  in  population,  affords  a  remarkable 
evangelistic  opportunity,  and  the  Brazilian  church  is  straining  its  resources  to 
seize  the  opportunity.  The  thought  has  occurred  to  me  that  some  of  oilr  own 
people  might  want  to  help.  Since  every  congregation  in  Louisiana  ought  to  have 
at  least  one  overseas  Advance  Special,  the  opportunity  is  now  offered.  If  you  or 
your  fellow  Christians  in  your  congregation  have  not  yet  accepted  an  overseas 
Advance  Mission  Special,  I  hope  you  will  write  us  about  this.  The  opportunity  to 
implant  the  Christian  faith  in  the  forefront  of  the  new  development  of  one  of  the 
world’s  last  great  frontiers  is  before  us.  Our  Saviour  said,  “Go  ye  into  all  the 
world  .  .  .”  If  we  cannot  go  personally,  our  dollars  could  represent  us. 

You  will  be  pleased  to  know  that  the  membership  of  the  Brazilian  Church  rose 
by  5%  last  year.  The  Sunday  School  attendance  and  enrollment  increased, 
though  slightly.  Enrollment  in  Methodist  day  schools,  colleges,  and  universities 
has  increased  30%  in  the  last  five  years.  The  Brazilian  Church  moves  forward. 

Remember  our  Brazilian  comrades  in  Christ  in  your  prayers.  Write  us  about 
Advance  Specials  that  might  help  the  Transamazon  development.  Follow  the 
lead  of  Brazilian  Christians  with  a  strong  evangelistic  emphasis  in  your  own 
congregation. 

Faithfully 

Si  — j  r\ 

/A  ■  y 

h 


Finis  A.  Crutchfield 


Around  Our  Conference 


Dick  Lee,  loyal  church  member  of 
First  Church,  Pineville,  was  recently 
appointed  by  Governor  Edwards  to  the 
office  of  Judge  for  Wards  9  and  10  in 
Rapides  Parish. 

Dr.  Wilford  Smith,  choir  director  of 
Memorial  Church,  Monroe,  was  guest 
speaker  for  the  general  meeting  of 
United  Methodist  Women  of  that  church. 
His  subject  was  “Music  in  the  Methodist 
Church.’’  Mrs.  Malcolm  Watson  is 
president  of  UMW ;  Mrs.  Fern  Whatley  is 
program  chairman. 

Caddo  Heights  Church,  Shreveport,  is 
holding  a  Bible  study  during  its  Sunday 
evening  worship  period.  Members  are 
learning  the  history  of  the  Hebrew 
people,  the  place  of  the  Old  Testament 
books  in  the  history,  the  conditions  under 
which  some  of  the  more  important  books 
were  written,  and  the  conditions  existing 
at  the  time  of  the  birth  of  Jesus.  Purpose 
of  the  study  is  better  understanding  of 
Christian  faith.  The  Rev.  Rupert  Coles  is 
Pastor. 

Dr.  Benedict  A.  Galloway,  pastor,  Noel 
Memorial  Church,  is  leading  a  series  of 
Sunday  evening  discussion  groups  in  the 
church.  Recent  topics  included:  “The 
Christian  Explores  Women’s  Libera¬ 
tion,”  and  “The  Christian  Explores  The 
Race  Track  Issue.” 

Southside  Church,  Monroe,  celebrated 
its  twenty-second  Homecoming  on 
July  14.  A  special  musical  program  and 
Social  activities  highlighted  the  occasion. 
Featured  speakers  were  the  Rev.  Pete 
Medak  and  the  Rev.  Bobby  Burgess.  The 
Rev.  Lee  Joyner  is  pastor  of  Southside. 

The  sanctuary  choir  of  First  Street 
Church,  New  Orleans,  held  its  annual 
musical  recital  on  July  21.  Mrs.  Mabel 
Stateman  is  organist-director;  Charles 
T.  Turner  is  president.  Pastor  of  First 
Street  church  is  the  Rev.  Dr.  Alfred 
Norris,  Sr. 

So  successful  was  the  “We  Care 
Mission”  at  St.  Bernard-Arabi  Church, 
the  program  is  being  continued  —  ac¬ 
cording  to  information  from  the  church, 
.  .  not  just  as  an  addition  to  the  church 
program,  but  it  wiU  be  the  church 


After  their 
July  14,  the 
schedule  with 
throughout  Loui 
and  Mississippi. 
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belieil v  Church: 


The  new  Denham  Springs  Church,  consecrated  July  14. 
[inset]  is  shown  in  the  pulpit. 


Pastor  Carey  Martin 


Sanctuary  Of  First  Church, 
Denham  Springs  Is  Consecrated 


program.”  The  Rev.  James  O.  Evans  is 
pastor. 

Five  hundred  United  Methodists  from 
25  states  recently  attended  classes  at 
New  College  of  the  University  of  Edin¬ 
burgh,  Scotland  for  a  two-week  con¬ 
tinuing  education  program.  This  event 
was  designed  and  planned  by  United 
Methodist  bishops  for  clergy  and  laity. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lynn  Bradley  of  Slidell 
were  participants  from  Louisiana. 

The  Rev.  Darrell  K.  Huddleston,  who 
has  returned  from  Rhodesia,  where  he 
has  been  serving  the  United  Methodist 
Church  as  a  missionary,  was  guest 
preacher  recently  at  First  Church,  Baton 
Rouge.  The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Huddleston 
and  their  two  children  have  been  in 
Rhodesia  since  1972,  where  Mr.  Hud¬ 
dleston  was  an  agriculturalist  and 
mission  farm  advisor. 

Napoleon  Avenue  Church,  New 
Orleans,  is  holding  a  reception  this 
Sunday,  July  28,1  honoring  Dr.  &  Mrs. 
Robert  Harrington,  who  has  served  as 
District  Superintendent  in  New  Orleans 
for  five  years.  Al]  New  Orleans  District 
friends  are  invited,  according  to  the  Rev. 
Calvin  Lapuyade,  pastor. 

Saints  And 
Sinners  Complete 
Ambitious  Schedule 

Lasseigne  Church’s  “Saints  and  Sin¬ 
ners”  began  their  1974  Mission  Tour  on 
July  14,  when  I  they  made  two  ap¬ 
pearances  —  ope  at-  the  Lasseigne 
Church,  the  othe  ■  at  Lutcher. 

This  talented  youth  group  offers  a 
musical  programme,  interspersed  with 
readings  and  scripture.  Mrs.  Nancy  Irle 
is  pianist  and  director,  and  Carl  Goldman 
and  David  Rogers  are  guitarists. 
Counselors  are  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ron 
Theriot,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Steve  Franke,  and 
Ms.  Pamela  Brown.  Mrs.  Erma  Adams  is 
youth  coordinator.  The  Rev.  James 
Adams  is  pastor  of  the  Lasseigne  church. 

ial  performances  on 
up  continued  their 
performances 
na  and  in  Arkansas 


The  consecration  service  of  the  rebuilt 
sanctuary  of  the  First  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Denham  Springs  was  held 
Sunday,  July  14.  The  new  church  is  a 
copy  of  the  one  destroyed  by  fire  in 
January,  1973.  Minor  variations  and  a 
larger  seating  capacity  have  been  added. 

Services  were  conducted  by  the  Rev. 
Robert  Crichlow,  Superintendent  of  the 
Baton  Rouge  District.  The  Rev.  Carey  A. 
Martin,  pastor  of  the  church,  delivered 
the  sermon.  A  luncheon  and  open  house 
followed  the  ceremonies. 

Also  participating  in  the  service  were 
J.  S.  Jackson,  chairman  of  the  building 
committee,  and  Daniel  C.  Cameron, 
g,hurch  lay  leader.  The  choir  presented  a 
special  program,  under  the  direction  of 
Mrs.  James  DeLaune,  with  Mrs.  Ouida 
Posey  at  the  computer  organ. 

Built  at  a  cost  of  $300,000  the  sanctuary 
features  a  choir  at  the  side,  a  bridal  room 
at  the  rear  and  earphones  on  four  pews. 
Stained  glass  windows,  pulpit,  pews, 
hymnals  and  altar  paraments  were 
memorial  gifts.  The  sanctuary  and  bal¬ 
cony  have  a  combined  seating  capacity 
of  approximately  500. 


Dr.  Samuel  DuBois  Cook 
To  Head  Dillard  University 


Dil- 


Dr.  Samuel  Du¬ 
Bois  Cook,  current¬ 
ly  professor  of  polit¬ 
ical  science  at  Duke 
University,  will  as¬ 
sume  the  presiden¬ 
cy  of  Dillard  Uni¬ 
versity  January  1, 

1975. 

Doctor  Cook  Dr. 
brings  to  Dillard  a  Bois  Cook, 
wealth  of  knowl-  President  of 
edge,  talent  and  ex-  lard. 
perience.  He  earned  the  bachelor’s  de¬ 
gree  from  Morehouse  College,  and  both 
the  master’s  and  doctor  of  philosophy  de¬ 
grees  from  Ohio  State  University. 

He  has  served  in  the  armed  forces  and 
has  been  professor  at  Southern  Univer¬ 
sity,  Baton  Rouge  and  at  Atlanta  Univer¬ 
sity.  He  went  to  Duke  in  1966.  He  also 
served  as  a  visiting  professor  at  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Illinois  and  UCLA. 

Doctor  Cook  is  a  member  of  Phi  Beta 
Kappa,  and  holds  membership  in  many 
other  honorary  societies.  He  is  listed  in 
“American  Men  of  Science,”  “Who’s 
Who  in  American  Education,”  “The  Dic¬ 
tionary  of  International  Biography,”  and 
other  professional  biographies. 

He  is  married  to  the  former  Sylvia  M. 
Fields,  Spellman  College  and  Atlanta 
University  graduate  and  herself  a  gifted 
teacher.  The  Cooks  have  two  children. 

Of  the  University  Doctor  Cook  says, 
“Dillard  is  a  good  institution.  Let  us 
make  a  good  institution  better,  a  great  in- 


Astride  The  Speaking  Line, 

Just  Off  The  Old  “Irish  Channel” 


A  prayer  chapel  was  presented  by  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  George  Smith  in  memory  of 
their  daughter,  Miss  Connie  Smith.  The 
chapel  will  be  open  24  hours  a  day  for 
prayer  and  meditation. 

Members  of  the  building  committee,  in 
addition  to  Chairman  Jackson,  are: 
Daniel  R.  Annison,  David  Bryan,  O.  P. 
Waldrep,  Victor  L.  Holland,  Charles 
Borde,  Jr.,  J.  W.  Day,  Bob  Hill.  Also,  Dr. 
T  W.  Morgan  and  Donald  Sullivan. 
Ernest  S.  Easterly,  Jr.  is  chairman  of  the 
Administrative  Board;  Mrs.  W.  C.  Peak 
is  chairman  of  the  Council  on  Ministries. 

The  Denham  Springs  church  was 
organized  in  1898  and  chartered  a  year 
uKer  Mwiings  were  held  in  a  tabernacle 
until  the  first  building  was  erected  in 
1902.  It  was  damaged  by  flood  waters  in 
1925  and  replaced  with  a  new  building. 
The  sanctuary  that  burned  was  com¬ 
pleted  in  1952. 

For  the  Sunday  ceremonies,  the  open 
house  activities  were  planned  by  Mrs. 
Kenneth  Graham,  family  coordinator, 
and  Mrs.  Shiflet,  chairman  of  the  Wor¬ 
ship  Area. 


If  you  are  looking  for  striking  exam¬ 
ples  of  dedication  in  the  United  Methodist 
ministry  you  may  see  them  in  the 
ministry  of  Ray  and  Elizabeth  Holt  at 
Felicity  church  in  New  Orleans.  The  old 
Felicity  church,  which  is  124  years  old, 
has  had  a  notable  history,  providing  the 
Methodist  church  with  two  bishops, 
Holland  N.  McTyeire  and  Linus  Parker, 
but  is  now  lying  astride  the  Latin 
American  and  English  speaking  line  just 
off  the  old  “Irish  Channel.  '  A  changing 
neighborhood,  with  approximately 
100,000  Spanish  speaking  people  from 
Cuba,  Mexico,  Honduras,  Panama,  and 
other  countries,  this  area  offers  the 
church  a  challenge  to  service  almost 
unequalled  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans. 

The  Rev.  Ray  Holt  pnd  his  wife 
Elizabeth  and  their  four  young  sons  live 
jn  the  old  parsonage  behind  the  church 
and  minister  with  the  same  skill  and  love 
they  offered  to  the  people  in  the  Philip¬ 
pines  where  they  worked  under  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  for  eight 
years. 

Felicity  has  a  service  for  the  English 
speaking  members  at  10:15  A.M.  on 
Sundays,  while  church  school  classes  are 
being  taught  for  the  Spanish  speaking 
children,  youth,  and  adults.  At  11 : 15  A.M. 
a  service  of  worship  for  the  Spanish 
speaking  people  is  conducted.  The  pastor 
speaks  several  languages  and  is  able  not 
only  to  preach  but  to  enter  into  many 
problems  experienced  by  the  members. 
There  are  55  members  of  the  English 
congregation  and  65  members  of  the 
Spanish  church.  The  constituency  lists 
are  much  larger  for  both  groups. 

Ray  offers  translation  services,  social 
service  counsel,  emergency  health 
assistance,  and  generally  acts  as  a  good 
Samaritan  to  hundreds  of  lonely  and 
confused  and  hurt  people. 

While  everything  in  the  area  points  to 


Now  used  on  Sunday  mornings  by 
Spanish  speaking  Methodists  and  Eng¬ 
lish  speaking  Methodists,  this  old  sanc¬ 
tuary  affords  the  people  the  sounds  from 
a  prized  old  pipe  organ. 

change  in  patterns  of  housing  and  styles 
of  living,  the  basic  membership 
heroically  supports  the  work,  and  with 
help  from  various  missions  groups, 
churches,  and  individuals.  Recently  the 
church  bought  a  bus  on  faith  and  now  it  is 
nearly  paid  for!  The  church’s  outreach 
has  been  extended  by  this  purchase,  and 
Ray  predicts  that  there  will  be  many 
victories  for  Christ  and  his  church  in  the 
immediate  future. 

Is  there  any  reason  not  to  suppose  that 
Felicity  will  someday  give  the  church 
another  bishop?  If  it  does,  Ray  and 
Elizabeth  will  be  at  least  partly 
responsible. 


stitution  greater." 

Dillard  was  organized  in  1869,  and  has 
been  noted  for  its  high  caliber  training 
through  the  years.  Serving  more  than 
1,000  students  Dillard  offers  five  fields  of 
study:  education;  social  services;  busi¬ 
ness  administration;  nursing  education; 
the  humanities. 

The  University  is  jointly  owned  by  the 
United  Methodist  Church  and  the  United 
Church  of  Christ,  and  has  been  referred 
to  as  “The  Little  Harvard  of  the  South.” 

Flint-Goodridge  Hospital  is  a  part  of 
Dillard. 


Felicity  church  stands  minus  its  stee¬ 
ple  which  was  lost  in  hurricane  “Betsy,” 
with  its  pastor,  Rev.  Ray  Holt. 


Rev.  Ralph  Cain  presents  a  check  for 
$100  from  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wayne  Bryan,  of 
Springhill.  Mrs.  Bryan,  a  teacher  of 
Spanish  with  an  interest  in  Latin  Ameri¬ 
can  mission  affairs,  has  offered  a  week  of 
her  time  to  serve  in  Felicity's  work. 


Board  Of  Laity.  Fall  Meeting  Is  September 


Tom  Matheny,  Chairman  of  the  Con¬ 
ference  Board  of  the  Laity,  has  an¬ 
nounced  that  the  fall  meeting  will  be  held 
Saturday,  September  7,  at  First  Church, 
Pineville. 

District  lay  leaders,  district  directors 
of  United  Methodist  Men  and  members  of 


the  Executive  Committee  are  scheduled 
to  hold  a  10  A.M.  session  in  the 
Fellowship  Hall  of  the  church.  At  1:15 
P.M.  the  general  meeting  will  get  un¬ 
derway.  Several  items  of  business  will  be 
discussed,  including  the  new  by-laws  of 
the  Board. 


Lawless  Chapel,  Dillard  University, 
seats  900. 


News  Of  Conference  Youth 
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Here  1  Stand 


Bishop  Moore:  always  a  witness  jye  need  iG  merge  the  left  and  the  right 

When  Bishop  Arthur  J.  Moore  died  'on  trial*  in  1909  •/ 


When  Bishop  Arthur  J.  Moore  died 
recently  at  the  age  of  85,  the  church  lost 
both  a  visionary  and  an  elder  statesman. 

A  bishop  for  more  than  half  his  years, 
Bishop  Moore  presided  over  Methodist 
conferences  all  over  the  world  and  was 
instrumental  in  establishing  the 
denomination’s  Board  of  Evangelism 
( now’  a  part  of  the  Board  of  Discipleship) . 

Even  in  death,  Bishop  Moore  did  not 
leave  the  church  without  a  personal 
witness  to  the  faith.  He  fully  planned  his 
own  funeral  (see  related  article  “On  the 
TM/  UMR  Beat'  elsewhere  on  this 
page ) .  And  he  asked  that  a  brief  personal 
testimony  —  which  offers  strength  and 
encouragement  to  all  who  claim  the 
name  “Christian”  —  be  read  as  a  part  of 
the  service.  His  message  follows: 

“The  Methodist  Church  has  laid  upon 
my  shoulders  many  responsibilities,  but 
it  has  also  given  to  me  a  great  many 
honors 

“Perhaps  no  man  ever  stood  seeking 
admission  at  the  bar  of  an  annual  con¬ 
ference  with  so  little  to  offer  as 
credentials  of  his  worthiness  for  the  work 
of  the  ministry.  But  in  great  kindness,  the 
South  Georgia  Conference  received  me 


'on  trial’  in  1909 

“From  that  humble  circuit  to  which  I 
was  sent  in  that  year,  1  have  traveled  a 
world  wide  circuit  and  had  the  privilege 
of  being  the  “Ambassador’’  of 
Methodism  upon  almost  every  continent 
of  the  earth. 

"God  hath  set  the  eternal  in  our  hearts. 
He  makes  the  seen  and  the  unseen  one. 
He  bridges  the  gulf  between  a  world  that 
now  is  and  the  eternal  world  of  abiding 
beauty. 

“We  are  neither  guests  of  a  night  nor 
captives  of  a  cruel  world,  but  children  in 
the  family  of  God.  That  broken  sepulcher 
in  Joseph’s  garden  assures  us  that  God 
hath  set  the  light  of  immortality  in  our 
hearts  and  not  even  death  can  put  it  out. 

“Our  Christian  faith  is  never  so  con¬ 
fident,  never  so  triumphant,  as  when  it 
proclaims  the  everlasting  life.  We 
march,  not  toward  the  setting  sun,  but 
toward  the  light  of  morning;  the  light 
that  shineth  more  and  more  unto  the 
perfect  day  This  life  and  the  next  are  one 
and  what  God  hath  joined  together,  let 
not  man  put  asunder 

"The  light  that  falls  upon  my  pathway 
is  the  Light  of  Eternal  Morning.” 


Vacations  and  good  stewardship 


When  George  Gershwin  wrote  the 
lyrics  “Summertime,  and  the  living  is 
easy,”  he  obviously  was  referring  to  an 
earlier  day. 

Those  nostalgic  days  when  school  let 
out  for  three  full  months  and  bare-footed 
boys  spent  lazy  hours  fishing  by  the  river 
seem  gone  forever. 

In  our  industrial  society,  the  daily 
schedule  rarely  changes  for  summer  or 
any  other  season.  Our  nation’s  economy 
cannot  afford  the  luxury  even  of  a  slow¬ 
down.  So  we  continue  to  hurry,  work  and 
worry  with  no  let-up. 

Except  for  vacations. 

Most  of  us  anticipate  anywhere  from 
two  to  four  weeks  of  time  off  during  the 
summer  months.  How  should  we  spend 
it? 

As  Christians,  we  should  exercise  good 
stewardship  in  the  way  we  plan  to  spend 
our  vacation  time.  The  needs  of  all 
family  members  should  be  considered. 
The  activity  or  rest  should  be  designed 
both  to  rejuvenate  the  spirit  and  to  renew 
the  body.  Daily  routines  should  be 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


altered  substantially  to  allow  a  flood  of 
new  experiences. 

Everyone  —  from  grocery  clerks  and 
tax  accountants  to  cafe  owners  and 
corporation  executives  need  to  schedule 
a  time  to  get  away  from  it  all.  Ministers 
and  lay  employes  of  local  congregations 
also  need  an  opportunity  to  change  their 
pace.  Congregations  should  be  certain 
that  vacation  time  is  made  available  to 
their  ministers  and  staffs.  If  a  pastor 
expresses  reluctance  about  taking  a 
vacation,  his  Pastor-Parish  Relations 
Committee  should  suggest  to  him  that 
such  a  change  would  be  good  both  for  him 
and  for  the  church. 

Even  bishops  and  district  superin¬ 
tendents  might  improve  their  spiritual 
dispositions  with  a  genuine  vacation 
away  from  the  unending  pressures 
generated  by  attending  meetings  and 
making  decisions. 

Already  more  than  half  of  the  summer 
has  flown  by.  How  good  a  steward  were 
you,  or  will  you  be,  with  your  vacation 
time? 


By  C.  E.  PEEPLES 

We  are  a  divided  people.  Our  church  is 
becoming  polarized.  The  division 
threatening  our  church  is  worldwide.  It  is 
not  primarily  between  black  and  white, 
young  and  old,  labor  and  management, 
or  rural  and  urban.  Dag  Hammershjold 
said,  “The  human  race  is  divided  in  two 
groups.  Each  thinks  it  has  the  truth  and 
the  other  is  false.” 

We  have  on  the  left  Russia,  China,  and 
Cuba  where  everyone  looks  to  the  central 
government  for  everything  and  where 
the  people  have  lost  their  political, 
economic,  and  religious  freedom.  In  the 
countries  like  Sweden  and  Denmark, 
where  government  domination  is  not  yfet 
complete,  a  man  drawing  a  $10,000  salary 
pays  $$,000  in  taxes  and  the  skilled, 
competent  worker  gets  five  cents  an  hour 
more  than  does  a  warm  body. 

On  the  right  we  have  military  dic¬ 
tatorships  in  countries  like  Chile,  Brazil, 
Greece,  and  some  of  the  African  coun- 
tries,  where  one  may  still  own  property, 
but  if  he  opposes  the  ruling  powers  he 
may  be  tortured. 

Totalitarianism  from  the  left  or  the 
right  takes  us  back  before  Vilify  Forge, 
York  town,  and  the  immortal  George 
Washington.  While  the  church  cannot 
identify  blindly  with  any  economic 
system,  it  should  resist  totalitarianism 
from  either  direction.  It  cannot  sub¬ 
stitute  the  government  for  God. 

Our  major  political  parties  are  divided. 
The  Democrats  have  such  leaders  as 
Gov.  Wallace  on  the  right  and  Sen. 
McGovern  on  the  left.  The  Republicans 
number  Sen.  Goldwater  on  the  right  and 
Sen.  Javits  on  the  left. 

Our  churches  are  split.  The  social 
gospel  advocates  are  concerned  about 
the  poor,  needy,  and  minority  groups.  In 
this  emphasis  they  are  following  in  the 
footsteps  of  Jesus  of  Nazareth.  The  in¬ 
dividual  gospel  advocates  —  with  their 
stress  on  prayer,  worship,  and  an  in¬ 
dividual  religious  experience  that 
renews,  cleanses,  and  empowers  -  are 
also  following  their  leader. 

Can  left  and  right  be  merged? 

Can  the  idealism  of  the  left  and  the 
practical  approach  of  the  right  be 
merged?  The  answer  is  yes,  but  in 
striving  to  do  this,  you  may  get  shot  at 
from  both  directions.  One  writer  said  our 


church  will  not  make  progress  as  long  as 
its  members  want  to  sit  in  the  front  of  the 
bus,  the  back  of  the  church,  and  walk  in 
the  middle  of  the  road. 

We  can  learn  from  the  left.  Change  is 
inevitable.  Daniel  Boone  out  in  the  far 
West  needed  little  government  as¬ 
sistance.  But  with  seven  million  people 
living  on  one  rock  called  New  York  City, 
there  is  need  for  sanitation,  streets, 
police  protection,  highways,  and  many 
more  things  than  we  might  want  to  ad¬ 
mit.  When  a  quarter  of  a  million  workers 
are  thrown  out  of  work  as  a  result  of  a 
decision  made  by  the  Arab  nations,  some 
sort  of  temporary  relief  is  necessary. 
With  some  of  our  rivers  becoming  fire 
hazards  because  of  the  chemicals 
dumped  in  them,  the  ecologists  have 
something  to  tell  us.  Minority  groups 
must  be  given  a  chance. 

The  big,  controversial  word  of  the 
future  will  be  egalitarianism  —  mean 
equal  political,  economic,  and  legal 
rights.  The  question  is:  does  this  mean 
equal  pay  for  the  skilled  and  unskilled, 
competent  and  incompetent? 

Are  our  church  press  and  our  church’s 
most  outspoken  leaders  listening  to  our 
business  laymen?  In  an  age  when  the 
polls  show  that  71%  of  our  people  are 
anti-business,  it  takes  courage  to  give  the 
private  business  sector  an  open  hearing. 
When  labor  and  management  differ, 
labor  leaders  do  not  hesitate  to  get  on 
national  TV  and  denounce  management 
as  selfish,  unfeeling,  nearsighted  fat 
cats.  Labor  often  has  grievances  and 
should  be  heard.  But  management, 
mindful  of  the  anti-business  climate  and 
perhaps  fearful  of  the  government,  the 
directors  of  their  companies,  and  their 
stockholders,  usually  reply,  “No  com¬ 
ment.”  Recently  a  couple  was  in¬ 
terviewed  on  a  national  television 
program  who  were  having  difficulty 
living  on  their  social  security  payments. 
The  government  was  pictured  as  being 
unfeeling  as  to  the  needs  of  these  people. 
The  commentator  apparently  would  not 
have  dared  to  ask  the  man  how  he  had 
lived  sixty-five  years  and  never  saved  a 
dime. 

Congress  is  passing  more  and  more 
legislation  centerlng  economic  control  in 
Washington.  C.  Jackson  Grayson,  for 
fifteen  months  chairman  of  the  Price 
Commission  in  the  President’s 


‘Methodists  and  alcohol’  article  misleading 


“Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM/  UMR  readers  may 
express  their  concerns  and  opinions 
about  the  church. 

This  week’s  contributor,  Dr.  C.  E. 
Peeples,  is  a  retired  member  of  the 
Texas  Annual  Conference.  Prior  to 
retirement,  he  was  President  of  Lon 
Morris  Junior  Cpllege  in  Jackson¬ 
ville,  Texas. 

Stabilization  Program,  was  quoted  in  the 
November-December  issue  of  the 
Harvard  Business  Review,  “At  some 
point  -  and  I  predict  that,  at  the  present 
rate,  this  point  may  be  reached  in  about 
15  to  20  years  —  the  essential  charac¬ 
teristics  of  a  competitive  private- 
enterprise  system  will  no  longer  make  up 
the  economic  engine  that  drives  our 
system.” 

Will  we  ever  listen? 

Will  we  ever  listen  to  our  laymen,  our 
business  men,  who  are: 

1.  Struggling  to  pay  the  other  half  of 
social  security  and  other  employee 
benefits, 

2.  Trying  to  remind  us  that  one  little 
country  with  211,000,000  people  with  a 
private  enterprise  system  is  feeding 
itself,  helping  feed  a  billion  persons  in 
communist-ruled  lands,  and  assisting 
under  developed  nations  around  the 
world, 

3.  Reminding  us  that  no  one  is 
speaking  for  the  31,700,000  persons  who 
work,  save  their  money,  and  buy  stocks 
and  bonds  and  keep  our  economy  from 
collapsing, 

4.  Strangling  in  red  tape,  much  of 
which  is  useless  and  ridiculous.  Our 
economy  is  grinding  to  a  halt  under  the 
weight  of  forms  that  cost  18  billion  to 
prepare  and  distribute  and  that  much 
more  to  fill  out  and  return.  The  April  1974 
issue  of  the  “Readers  Digest”  tells  us 
that  these  forms  would  fill  the  Yankee 
Stadium  from  the  playing  field  to  the  top 
of  the  bleachers  51  times. 

5.  Telling  us  we  are  piling  up  a  national 
debt  that  will  be  a  millstone  around  the 
necks  of  our  children,  and  there  is  little 
reason  to  believe  we  will  ever  be  able  to 
repay. 

6.  Constantly  reminding  us  that  in 
recent  years  our  government  has  spent  a 
hundred  billion  more  than  it  has  taken  in, 
that  we  are  producing  dollars  faster  than 
goods,  creating  inflation,  taking  away 


Dr.  Peeples 


To  the  Editor: 

I  read,  with  interest,  the  article, 
“About  Methodists  and  alcohol,”  by  the 
Rev  Ivan  Burnett  (TM/  UMR,  July  12). 

While  technically  correct,  the  article 
can  be  ^misleading  to  tho^e  who  are  un¬ 
familiar  with  the  early  history  of  the 
temperance  movement. 

All  through  our  history  there  were 
prominent  persons  who  opposed  the  use 
of  “ardent  Spirits.”  These  feelings  did 
not  coalesce  until  1813  when  the  first 
state-wide  temperance  society  was 
formed.  Those,  and  those  that  followed, 
advocated  abstinence  from  distilled 
beverages  but  permitted  their  members 
to  drink  both  beer  and  wine  .  .  .  hence  the 
term  “temperance.” 

It  was  only  after  sad  experience  taught 
concerned  churchmen  that  beer  and  wine 
could  do  as  much  harm  as  distilled 
liquors  that  the  demand  for  abstinence 
from  all  alcoholic  beverages  came  into 
existence. 

The  views  of  our  General  Conference 
followed  the  common  view  of  those 
concerned  with  the  effects  of  alcoholic 
beverages  on  society.  When  experience 
showed  abstinence  from  all  such 
beverages  was  desireable  we,  too,  for¬ 
mally  adopted  this  position  —  the  first 
such  statement  being  adopted  in  1848  by 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  North. 

Howard  Lydick 
Richardson,  Texas 
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ft  liy  should  Mrlliodixls  / ml 

n  i>lux-xif’n  on  iiioileriilion? 

To  the  Editor: 

I  just  read  the  article  “About 
Methodists  and  alcohol.".  (TM/  UMR, 
July  12). 

It  is  not  for  me  to  condemn  the 
Lutherans  or  Episcopalians  who  use  wine 
at  communion  or  in  moderation  at  other 
times. 

However,  John  Wesley  was  a  man  of 
his  day,  completely  consecrated  and 
used  of  God  almighty,  but  not  all-wise. 

The  Apostle  Paul,  who  recommended 
temperance  —  “a  little  wine  for  thy 
stomach’s  sake”  —  and  many  in¬ 
firmities,  was  not  all-wise. 

If  God  waited  to  use  men  who  were  all¬ 
wise,  nothing  would  ever  be  done. 

However,  since  there  is  no  good  to  be 
gained  by  the  use  of  alcohol  and  since  all 
in  all  it  is  a  tremendous  evil  as  some 
other  drugs  have  proven,  why  should  we 
Methodists  put  a  plus  sign  on 
moderation? 

Where  I  have  been  and  am  at  present, 
earnest,  sincere  Methodists  and  other 
Christians  too  do  not  use  it,  total  ab¬ 
stinence  in  anything  that  corrupts  or 
hinders  us  in  being  out  best  physically 
and  spiritually. 

I  guess  when  you  publish  the  news  you 
give  the  bad  as  well  as  better.  Only  be 
careful  not  to  approve  it. 

Anna  Van  Gundy 
Blackwell,  Oklahoma 

Your  /HI  JUT  Ictll'CS  It 
lot  to  be  desired 
To  the  Editor: 

In  reading  the  June  28th  issue  of 
TM/  UMR,  I  could  not  help  but  notice 
the  “fine,"  if  I  can  use  that  term,  picture 
of  Will  Campbell,  the  Baptist  preacher  on 
the  fourth  page.  He  mentioned  something 
about  his  taking  aim  at  institutions  in 
general  —  he  thinks  they  are  bad,  are 
evil,  etc.  I  don’t  suppose  he  would  say 
that  about  the  rotten  pipe  he  has  stuck  in 
his  face  or  would  ever  think  that  the  use 
of  tobacco  is  evil  or  bad  Certainly  a  so- 
called  church  publication  can  find  better 
pictures  to  print! 

Then  as  I  had  finished  reading 
TM/  UMR,  I  picked  up  a  local 
newspaper  and  read  where  in  San 
Francisco  the  first  national  “hookers” 
convention  was  being  held  —  where?  — 
in  the  sanctuary  of  the  Glide  Memorial 
Methodist  Church.  I  am  a  former  U.B. 
and  E.U  B  ,  but  I  recall  when  it  used  to  be 
that  the  church  opened  its  doors  so  that 
persons  could  be  saved,  not  just  to  have  a 
convention.  I  wonder  if  the  pastor  held  an 
altar  call  for  the  people  that  he  let  make 
use  of  his  church. 

I  don’t  mind  saying  that  your  paper 
leaves  a  lot  to  be  desired. 

Perry  Swanson 
Tionesta,  Pennsylvania 

/‘in  prate  fit  I  for  oar 
/daces  of  reiaetn braace 
To  the  Editor: 

There  was  a  recent  letter  from  a 
reader  who  protested  the  request  for 
several  thousand  dollars  to  repair 
Wesley’s  Chapel  in  London,  even 
suggesting  that  it  be  sold  and  the  money 


used  for  relief  for  the  starving  in  Africa 
in  Chad,  and  countries  south  of  the 
Sahara  Desert. 

Due  to  the  kindness  of  a  daughter  and 
son-in-law  it  was  my  privilege  to  visit 
Wesley  Chapel,  Wesley’s  home,  etc.  My^ 
heart  was  deeply  stirred  as  I  stood  in  the 
pulpit  where  John  Wesley  stood,  at  the 
organ  where  Charles  Wesley  tried  out  his 
famous  hymns,  sat  in  the  Old  Foundry 
pews,  visited  John  Wesley’s  bedroom  and 
saw  where  he  knelt  for  his  daily 
devotions,  and  my  life  was  newly 
recommitted  to  the  Master  because  of 
the  lives  of  these  two  men  on  fire  for  Him, 
who  not  only  changed  their  own 
generation,  but  generations  following. 

Is  Methodism  so  poverty-stricken  that 
it  must  be  either/  or,  or  must  it  not  be 
both/  and?  If  we  Methodists  practice 
John  Wesley’s  motto,  “Make  all  you  can; 
save  all  you  can;  give  all  you  can,”  we 
can  and  are  now  giving  to  both  causes, 
including  the  starving  in  India,  and  all 
agonizing  need  at  home  and  around  the 
world.  This  is  the  glory  of  Methodism  at 
its  best. 

To  be  sure,  for  those  of  us  on  small 
incomes,  we  must  give  these  various 
causes  a  small  sum  monthly  —  but  each 
of  us  giving  our  bit  regularly,  the  total  is 
always  amazing!  Let  us  not  let  our 
“Ebenezer”  vanish  -  we  must  have  our 
places  of  remembrances. 

Mary  Siceloff 

San  Bruno,  California 

Tboapbts  focas  oa  Mr.  A 'bcon 

To  the  Editor: 

My  thoughts  so  often  turn  to  the  trouble 
of  President  Nixon,  I  can’t  help  but  feel 
that  we  should  say  to  those  against  him, 
“If  you  are  without  sin  cast  the  first 
stone.”  How  can  people  not  know  that  the 
other  party  has  pulled  the  same  things 
and  gotten  away  with  it,  so  why  behave 
childishly  and  hurt  all  of  America?  We 
all  know  that  is  not  what  God  wants.  We 
are  to  love  our  neighbors  andrgdv'the 
second  mile  if  we  profess  to  be 
Christians.  I  fail  to  see  Christianity  in 
any  of  the  Watergate  undertaking  —  only 
the  ruination  of  mankind.  If  this  needs  to 
be  done,  can  it  not  be  done  more  quietly? 
Now  whole  families  will  suffer  all  their 
lives  as  the  whole  world  knows.  They 
cannot  start  over  anywhere. 

How  do  other  Christians  feel  about  it 
all? 

Pauline  Tesh 
Coffeyville,  Kansas 

Kee/t  a/>  the  pood  a' orb 

To  the  Editor: 

I  have  been  reading  TM/  UMR  for 
several  months  —  and  am  pleased  and 
excited  by  the  form  and  content  of  your 
work.  TM/  UMR  has  an  appealing 
format  and  really  covers  the  religious 
news  front. 

Keep  up  the  fine  work  you  have 
started. 

R.  Taylor 

Shreveport,  Louisiana 
Lacb  of  reader- res i toase 
oil  'I be  l)a be'  disa/t/toialaip 
To  the  Editor: 

Bishop  Stowe’s  message  was  great,  but 
I  was  greatly  disappointed  at  the  lack  of 
reader-response  in  appreciation  for  the 
beautifully  written  articles  on  “The 


Duke”  Ellington  (TM/  UMR,  June  7). 

Your  article  showed  what  a  deeply 
devout  Christian  he  was,  although  he 
didn’t  open  the  church’s  doors  daily  nor 
warm  the  pews  pretentiously  each 
Sunday . 

I  do  hope  the  greatness,  yet  humility,  of 
this  man  really  shines  through  and 
makes  America  realize  as  the  Europeans 
have  already,  that  he  was  a  unique  child 
of  God. 

Please  send  me  another  copy  of  the 
issue  of  TM/  UMR  in  which  he  was 
featured,  June  7,  1974.  I  am  going  to 
laminate  this  copy. 

Marjorie  Crenshaw 
Ft.  Worth,  Texas 


•On  llic  TM/LIMR  heal’ 


from  people  the  value  of  their  life-time 
savings,  and  that  this  is  immoral. 

A  few  leads 

What  can  we  do?  Just  a  few  leads. 
First,  both  the  public  and  private  sectors 
should  share  in  helping  those  unable  to 
help  themselves. 

Second,  while  we  should  assist  the  aged 
who  are  needy;  we  should  be  urging 
those  not  yet  retired  to  save  a  little  each 
month.  Social  security  is  not  enough. 

Third,  we  should  strive  to  rehabilitate 
persons  who  are  able-bodied  but 
unemployed.  The  now  trite  saying  should 
be  emphasized:  “Give  a  man  a  fish  and 
you  feed  him  a  meal.  Teach  him  to  fish 
and  he  can  feed  himself  a  lifetime.” 

Fourth,  get  the  cheaters  and  the  crooks 
off  our  relief  rolls. 

Fifth,  do  not  promote  an  ill-equipped 
member  of  a  minority  race  over  a  better- 
equipped  member  of  a  majority  race. 
However,  coming  out  of  our  best  colleges 
and  universities  are  an  increasing 
number  of  capable,  skilled  members  of 
minority  groups.  We  must  put  a  green 
light  in  front  of  these  fine,  well-trained, 
well-equipped  young  people.  When  we  do 
this  other  members  of  minority  races 
will  be  encouraged  to  prepare  them¬ 
selves. 

Our  polarization  problem  is  primarily 
a  religious  one.  This  country  produces 
just  so  much  goods.  If  management  or 
one  labor  union  insists  on  more  than  its 
share,  all  will  suffer. 

Some  key  words  for  the  future 

The  Christian  ideal  of  “unselfishness” 
is  the  key.  There  are  a  few  other  key 
words  for  the  future.  "Listen”  to 
everyone,  young  and  old,  all  races, 
creeds,  and  colors.  We  want  to  be  heard. 
“Respect”  everyone,  including  all 
employees  and  employers.  I  have  seen 
the  sullen  man  smile  after  being  listened 
to  and  treated  with  respect  for  a  time. 
“Notice”  everyone.  Frank  Capra,  the 
outstanding  movie  director  who  had  so 
many  box  office  hits,  “never  permitted 
anyone,  even  in  a  crowded  scene,  to  come 
on  the  stage  without  a  personal  identity. 
A  lady  might  be  on  the  way  to  the  grocery 
store,  a  lawyer  might  be  on  the  way  to  try 
a  case:  each  person  had  an  identity.  I 
sincerely  believe  that  if  we  listen  to  all 
who  enter  our  churches,  treating  them 
with  genuine  respect,  helping  them  to 
discover  their  own  identity,  they  will 
discover  that  age-old  secret  that  religion 
is  caught  in  the  heart.  This  religious 
experience  can  be  clarified  and  refined  in 
the  head  and  made  real  in  life  by  an  in¬ 
domitable  will. 

Repeating,  our  problem  is  primarily 
religious.  We  need  a  faith  that  will  enable 
us  individually  to  trust  God  personally,  to 
accept  His  renewing  spirit  that  will 
challenge  us  to  achieve  worthwhile  social 
goals  in  a  practical,  commonsense 
fashion. 

Each  morning  gives  us  an  opportunity 
to  dream  a  new  dream  and  each  evening 
can  be  a  time  to  celebrate  a  new 
achievement.  We  can  merge  the  idealism 
of  the  left  with  the  practical  approach  of 
the  right  and  not  only  not  get  shot  at  from 
both  directions,  but  enjoy  a  fruitful  and 
enriching  fellowship  with  each. 


Have  you  made  plans  for  your 


funeral  service? 


Spurgeon  Dunnam 

Have  you  planned  your  funeral? 

By  that,  I  don’t  mean  “have  you  bought 
a  burial  plot  and  a  marker  as  a  part  of 
some  funeral  establishment’s  ‘pre¬ 
need’  plan?”;  rather,  I  mean  "have  you 
planned  the  type  of  service  that  will  be 
offered  in  your  memory  by  those  who  will 
attend?” 

If  you  haven’t,  you  should  give  it  some 
thought. 

What  kind  of  final,  lasting  witness  do 
you  wish  to  offer  those  who  attend  your 
funeral? 

What  kind  of  understanding  of  life, 
death,  and  life-beyond-death  do  you  wish 
for  your  funeral  to  reflect? 

Is  it  important  to  you  that  your  funeral 
be  an  affirmation  of  the  Christian  faith? 

I  began  pondering  these  questions 
several  years  ago  after  attending  the 
funerals  of  two  dear  friends.  Each  died 
suddenly.  In  one  case,  the  service  was 
prepared  hurriedly  by  a  grief-stricken 
family.  In  many  respects,  the  service 
violated  the  feelings  and  faith  of  my 
friend,  i.e.  held  in  a  funeral  home  chapel 
rather  than  a  church,  body  heavily  made 
up  and  casket  left  open  during  the  ser¬ 
vice,  melancholy  solos  rather  than 
hymns,  and  a  long-winded  eulogy.  In  the 
other  case,  the  deceased  had  left  the 
outlines  for  a  worship  service  to 
memorialize  his  life;  it  provided  a 
splendid  witness  to  his  faith  even  in 
death. 

I  told  my  wife  afterwards,  “I  hope 
you’ll  see  that  my  funeral  reflects  my 
faith.”  Although  I  did  not  expect  to  die 
anytime  soon,  a  very  meaningful 
discussion  followed,  culminating  in  my 
drafting  a  set  of  funeral  instructions. 
From  that  list,  the  following  requests  are 
those  about  which  I  feel  most  strongly: 

1.  Hold  my  funeral  service  in  a  church, 
preferably  one  with  a  pipe  organ.  My  life 
has  been  built  around  the  church;  don't 
give  me  my  final  sendoff  from  the  chapel 
of  a  Funeral  Home. 

2.  Be  certain  my  funeral  service  is 
understood  by  all  as  a  service  of  worship. 
Its  purpose  should  not  be  so  much  to 
mourn  my  death  as  to  celebrate  the  life 
which  all  who  follow  Christ  share  — 


whether  in  life,  death,  or  whatever  lies 
beyond. 

3.  Please  place  my  bedy  in  the  least 
expensive  casket  available.  Allow  as 
little  cosmetic  work  to  »e  done  on  my 
remains  as  is  permissible.  Do  not  open 
my  casket  at  the  church,  because  I  won’t 
be  in  there  —  only  what’s  left  of  my 
mortal  body.  A  casket  left  open  for 
people  to  gawk  at  a  corpse  —  even  the 
corpse  of  one  who  was  ioved  dearly  — 
focuses  attention  on  the  wrong  thing. 

4.  Please  ask  my  frierds  not  to  send  a 
lot  of  cut  flowers.  I  would  prefer  one  or 
two  simple  wreaths.  Ask  those  who  want 
to  send  flowers  instead  to  plant  a  rose 
bush  or  a  tree  somewhere. 

5.  Please  avoid  somkr  music.  Play 
Bach  fugues  before  the  iervice.  Have  the 
congregation  sing  “For  all  the  Saints,” 
“A  Mighty  Fortress  is  oyr  God,”  and  “I’ll 
Praise  my  Maker  Whjle  I’ve  Breath” 
during  the  service.  Havd  everyone  join  in 
the  “Hallelujah  Choni”  as  a  reces¬ 
sional. 

Read  Psalm  27:  1-4  Romans  8:  35- 
39;  Philippians  2:  5-11;  md  Philippians 
4:  8-13 

7.  Have  a  couple  of  n  /  friends  in  the 
faith  offer  a  prayer  and «  sermon  (rather 
than  a  eulogy).  The  se  Tion  should  not 
focus  on  me,  but  on  tl  s  faith  which 
sought  to  proclaim  and  ive  out.  Please 
ask  the  person  preachin  to  stop  after  15 
minutes 

Fortunately,  my  fun<ral  instructions 
have  not  yet  been  nee  led.  I’d  almost 
forgotten  them  until  I  read  about  Bishop 
ervice  —  which 
—  being  held 


recently  (see  editorial  elsewhere  on  this 
page). 

I’m  glad  that  when  the  time  does  come 
for  my  funeral,  I  and  those  I  love  may  be 
assured  that  the  service  will  be  a  witness 
to  my  faith  in  God  through  Christ.  I  only 
wish  I  might  be  able  to  participate  in  it 
more  directly. 

How  do  your  funeral  instructions 
compare  to  mine?  If  you  haven’t  made 
such  plans,  don’t  you  think  you  should? 
When  you  do,  send  us  a  copy  if  you  wish 
( Box  1076,  Dallas,  Texas  75221 ) ,  and  we’ll 
try  to  share  with  our  readers  how  some 
persons  besides  myself  have  planned 
their  funerals. 

-SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 


Arthur  Moore’s  funeral 
he’d  planned  himself 
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Earn  $25.00  to  $50. 
selling  "The  Living 
Living  Bible’ 
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Eyes  Sparkle  Again 

Float  away  dust,  dirt  and  other  irritants  with 
refreshing  LAVOPTIK  Eye  Wash.  Offers 
prompt  relief  for  sore,  tired,  burning  eyes. 
Aids  natural  healing.  Ask  for  genuine  LAVOP¬ 
TIK  Medicinal  Eye  Wash  with  eye  cup  in¬ 
cluded  at  your  druggist.  Satisfaction  guaran¬ 
teed  or  money  back. 
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10  Day 

Holy  Land  and 
Rome  Tour 

Departs  Oct.  21,  1974 

Join  Donald  E.  Wildmon,  United 
Methodist  minister  and  author,  on 
his  eighth  tour  of  the  Holy  Land. 
His  tours  have  won  the  acclaim  of 
those  who  have  participated. 
References  available.  The  Ideal 
trip  for  your  minister.  If  you  are 
planning  a  tour,  compare  before 
you  decide.  Write  for  brochure.  No 
obligation. 

Five  Star  Tours  Tupelo,  Miss.  38601 

P.O.  Box  1358  Phone  (601)  844-4500 

Ministers  :  Inquire  about  our  tour 
host  program. 
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gifts  to  churches ,  charities 


WASHINGTON,  D  C.  (RNS) -A  bill 
which  could  provide  hope  for  religious 
and  other  charitable  organizations  ex¬ 
periencing  a  decline  in  giving  due  to  tho 
rising  cost  of  living  has  been  introduced 
in  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Sponsored  by  Rep.  H.  John  Heinz  III 
(R-Pa.)  H.R.  15722  would  allow  tax¬ 
payers  the  option  of  taking  a  tax  credit 
for  50  per  cent  of  their  charitable  con¬ 
tributions  in  lieu  of  the  deductions 
currently  allowed  for  such  contributions. 

While  the  tax  credit  limit  would  be 
$500  for  the  single  taxpayer  or  $1,000  on  a 
joint  return,  the  net  effect  of  the  plan 
would  be  to  increase  a  middle  income 
taxpayer’s  tax  deduction  from  the 
current  15  or  20  per  cent  to  50  per  cent 
should  the  measure  become  law,  an  aide 
to  the  lawmaker  told  Religious  News 
Service. 

This  means  a  couple  giving  $2,000  a 
year  could  actually  increase  their  con¬ 
tributions  to  $4,000,  but  only  be  “out” 
$2,000  because  50  per  cent  of  the  $4,000 
would  be  credited  or  returned  to  them  on 
their  income  tax  under  the  Heinz  plan, 
the  aide  said. 

“It’ll  allow  them  to  be  more  charitable 
or  religiously  oriented  in  their  con¬ 
tributions  and  not  be  punished  by  in¬ 
flation  which  is  causing  people  to  cut 
back  on  a  lot  of  things,”  he  said. 

Furthermore,  the  bill  is  “aimed  at 
relieving  the  burden  of  those  people  on 
the  lower  levels  who  find  they  can’t  give 
as  much"  to  their  churches  and  other 
charities  because  of  the  steadily  in¬ 
creasing  cost  of  living. 

Taxpayers  opting  for  this  plan  would 

Church  develops 
toy  library 

COLORADO  SPRINGS,  Colo.  (RNS)  — 
First  United  Methodist  Church  here  is 
providing  space  for  a  toy  lending-library 
of  educational  toys  designed  for  parents 
to  use  with  young  children,  especially 
three-and  four-year-olds,  to  teach  such 
fundamentals  as  counting,  colors,  shapes 
and  sizes. 

The  library  is  being  developed  and 
operated  by  a  committee  of  various 
agencies  and  individuals  interested  in 
education,  child  development  and 
community  services.  It  will  be  manned 
by  volunteers. 

The  program  also  offers  instruction  for 
parents  and  adults  who  work  with 
children  in  how  to  help  children  learn. 
Parents  and  other  adults  wishing  to 
borrow  the  toys  must  first  attend  an 
instruction  class  in  how  to  use  the  toys 
effectively. 

Each  toy  can  be  adapted  for  many 
parent-child  games  and  activities.  Each 
.can  be^hsed  to  teach  different 'skills  and 
concepts. 

Most  of  the  toys  in  the  Colorado  Springs 
project  were  made  by  volunteers,  par¬ 
ticularly  groups  of  senior  citizens. 


generation  activity.  Materials  were 
contributed  by  several  local  merchants, 
still  list  their  charitable  gifts,  as  at 
present,  even  if  they  used  this  plan  rather 
than  the  current  charitable  deduction 
scheme  when  filing  their  income  tax. 

The  aide  said  Rep.  Heinz  (whom  he 
said  is  a  “practicing  Episcopalian”  and 
his  wife  a  “practicing  Catholic”)  was 
“very  upset  by  the  misinterpretation  and 
misunderstanding”  of  the  Tax  Policy 
Review  Act  bill  he  introduced  in  the 
House  in  January  1973.  in  which  people 
thought  he  opposed  charitable  deductions 
on  income  tax. 

Rep.  Heinz  has  since  withdrawn  his 
support  of  that  bill,  and  it  is  currently 
languishing  in  the  House  Ways  and 
Means  Committee,  with  any  positive 
action  on  it  highly  doubtful,  his  aide  said. 

“We’ve  been  searching  for  a  way  to 
encourage  contributions,"  he  said,  “and 
this  seemed  to  us  a  simple  way  to  do  it: 
You  total  up  your  contributions  at  the  end 
of  the  year  and  get  50  per  cent  of  them 
back  up  to  a  total  of  $500  for  the  single 


taxpayer  and  $1,000  on  joint  returns. 

“It’s  the  little  people,  squeezed  by 
inflation,  that  this  bill  would  help,  by 
encouraging  them  to  continue  sharing 
their  income  with  their  church  or  other 
charitable  organizations,”  the  aide  said. 

As  to  the  chances  of  this  legislation 
being  passed  into  law  he  said  “we’re 
hopeful,”  but  he  conceded  that 
grassroots  expression  of  opinion  on  it 
would  increase  its  chances  markedly. 

“If  we  got  the  same  kind  of  outpouring 
of  letters  and  so  forth  we  got  on  the  Tax 
Policy  Review  Act  Bill  —  but  in  this  case 
supporting  the  Heinz  bill  —  positive 
action  would  be  enhanced,”  he  said. 

The  aide  added  that  interested  persons 
could  direct  their  letters  ot  telegrams  to 
Rep.  Wilbur  D.  Mills,  Chairman,  House 
Committee  on  Ways  and  Means,  1102 
Longworth  Building,  Washington,  D.C. 
20515.  The  Heinz  bill  has  been  referred  to 
that  committee. 

“We  hope  Mr.  Mills  will  smile  on  it  and 
give  it  his  blessing,  and  then  we’re  ready 
to  go,”  the  aide  said. 


Christians  and  drinking: 
some  helpful  statistics 


WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (RNS)  — 
Following  a  report  that  says  the  effects  of 
drinking  alcoholic  beverages  costs  the 
U.S.,  in  lost  time  from  work, 
rehabilitation  and  medication,  more  than 
$25  billion  a  year  --  some  church  persons 
have  asked:  what  is  the  denominational 
“significance?" 

Consider  these  points: 

•  There  are  relatively  high  proportions 
of  drinkers  and  heavy  drinkers  among 
Roman  Catholics. 

•  “Liberal”  Protestants  drink  “like 
Catholics,”  but  they  have  fewer  heavy 
drinkers. 

•  “Conservative”  Protestants  have  the 
largest  percentage  of  “abstainers”  and 
the  lowest  proportion  of  heavy  drinkers. 

•  And  Jews  have  the  lowest  proportion 
of  “abstainers”  and  a  very  low 
proportion  of  heavy  drinkers. 

These  are  among  the  conclusions  from 
studies  relating  alcohol  use  to  religious 
affiliation  summarized  in  the  second 
special  report  on  alcohol  and  health 
released  July  10  by  the  U.S.  Department 
of  Health,  Education,  and  Welfare.  n 

The  report  notes  that  in  the  last  two 
years  there  has  been  an  increase  in  both 
light  and  moderate  drinking  among 
Catholics  and  Jews. 

The  proportion  of  Protestants  in  those 
categories  had  remained  about  the  same 
since  1965. 

The  report  says  that  among  Irish-  and 
Italian-Antericajns  (both  groups  are 
largely*' Catholic),  Ihose  who  attend 
church  more  often  are  more  likely  to 
report  infrequent  drinking. 

In  addition,  those  who  go  to  church 
more  often  are  likely  to  consume  less 


alcohol  on  any  one  occasion  than  those 
who  do  not.  , 

Among  all  youth,  similar  relationships 
hold.  The  more  frequent  their  church 
attendance,  the  more  likely  they  are  to 
abstain  from  alcohol  and  the  less  likely 
they  are  to  be  problem  drinkers. 

In  discussing  the  219-page  report,  Dr. 
Morris  E.  Chafetz,  director  of  the 
National  Institute  on  Alcohol  Abuse  and 
Alcoholism,  said  the  survey  data 
revealed  no  evidence  that  moderate 
alcohol  use  is  harmful  to  health  and  that 
it  may  be  “physically,  psychologically, 
and  socially  beneficial  to  active  and 
institutionalized  older  people.” 

ns  statistical  groups,  moderate 
drinkers  live  longer  and  have  lower  heart 
attack  rates  than  heavy  drinkers,  ex- 
drinkers,  or  abstainers,  Dr.  Chafetz  said. 

He  also  noted,  “on  the  negative  side,” 
that  “the  excessive  use  of  alcohol  and 
certain  cancers  are  importantly 
related,”  that  alcohol-related  problems 
cost  the  U.S.  economy  $25  billion  a  year, 
and  that  nearly  one  in  seven  male  high 
school  seniors  report  getting  drunk  at 
least  once  a  week. 

(More  than  one  in  three  report  being 
drunk  at  least  four  times  a  year.) 

Dr.  Chafetz  said,  “Some  people  will  see 
only  the  negative  implications  and  desire 
simplistic  bromides  to  heal  a  complex 
human  and  social  problem.  Others  will 
seize  upon  the  positive  implications  as  an 
endorsement  for  drinking.” 


Young  believers 
‘ busted ’  in  hoax 

CORSICANA,  Tx.  -  Youth  from 
a  Dallas  United  Methodist  Church 
found  themselves  unexpectedly 
“busted  by  the  law”  and  confined 
in  county  jail  here  during  a  recent 
weekend. 

Sheriff  Jerry  Shelton  “charged” 
them  with  unlawful  assembly  and 
disorderly  conduct  as  they  sang 
hymns  and  passed  out  religious 
tracts  at  a  local  shopping  center. 

Moments  before  the  youth  were 
to  appear  in  court  for  arraignment 
they  learned  from  their  adult 
church  leaders  that  it  was  all  a 
hoax.  Terry  Bilhartz,  youth 
director  of  the  Tyler  Street  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Dallas  and 
former  youth  director  of  llth 
Avenue  United  Methodist  Church 
here,  pre-arranged  the  hoax  with 
Sheriff  Shelton  and  parents  of  the 
youth. 

“We  wanted  to  teach  an  ap¬ 
preciation  for  the  freedom  of 
worship  in  the  U.S.,  explained  Mr. 
Bilhartz,  ‘‘while  dramatically 
rortrayinf*  the,  .condition  many 
Christians  across  the  world  must 
cope  with  daily.” 

Additionally,  he  said,  the  in¬ 
cident  was  conceived  to  enable  the 
church  youth  to  “identify  with  the 
first  century  church  —  the  early 
apostles  who  were  imprisoned  for 
their  faith.”  He  hoped  by  this  in¬ 
cident  also,  he  explained,  that  the 
young  people  might  come  to  ap¬ 
preciate  more  clearly  the  vic¬ 
torious  attitudes  of  the  writers  of 
the  scriptures. 


Evangelism  Congress 
considers  new  6basic 
beliefs’  statement 


By  DAVID  KUCHARSKY 

LAUSANNE  (RNS)  —  A  2,000-word 
statement  designed  to  reflect  the  basic 
beliefs  of  conservative  Protestants  was 
proposed  at  the  International  Congress 
on  World  Evangelization. 

“The  church  is  more  a  community  than 
an  institution,”  the  statement  declares, 
“and  must  not  be  identified  with  any 
particular  culture,  structure  or 
organization,  social  or  political  system, 
or  human  ideology.” 

The  14-point  draft  amounts  to  a  major 
new  statement  of  faith  setting  forth  the 
theological  distinctives  of  evangelicals 
around  the  world. 

It  is  the  broadest  such  basis  of  con¬ 
servative  Protestant  agreement  at¬ 
tempted  on  an  interdenominational, 
international  scale  since  “the  five  fun¬ 
damentals"  became  popular  during  the 
modernist-fundamentalist  controversy  of 
the  1920s. 

It  represents  an  effort  to  give  due 
consideration  to  the  necessity  for 
Christian  social  responsibility  while 
maintaining  priority  for  evangelism  and 
for  life  styles  governed  by  biblical 
principles  rather  than  cultural  con¬ 
formity. 

“We  enter  into  a  solemn  covenant  with 
God  and  with  each  other,”  the  draft  says, 
“To  plan,  to  work  and  to  pray  together 
for  the  evangelization  of  the  whole 
world.” 


Billy  Graham:  Gospel  not 
tied  to  political  systems 


LAUSANNE,  Switzerland  (RNS)  — 
Evangelist  Billy  Graham  warned  fellow 
churchmen  here  that  “to  tie  the  Gospel  to 
any  political  system,  secular  program  or 
society  is  wrong  and  will  only  serve  to 
divert  the  Gospel.” 

In  an  address  prepared  for  the  opening 
session  of  the  International  Congress  on 
World  Evangelization,  he  affirmed  that 
evangelicals  must  witness  by  both  word 
and  deed,  but  cautioned  against  certain 
“errors”  in  this  connection. 

One  such  error,  Mr.  Graham  said,  is 
“to  identify  the  Gospel  with  any  one 
particular  political  program  or  culture.” 
He  added,  “This  has  been  my  own 
danger.  When  I  go  to  preach  the  Gospel,  I 
go  as  an  ambassador  for  the  Kingdom  of 
God  —  not  America.  To  tie  the  Gospel  to 
any  political  system,  secular  program  or 


He  said  no  endorsement  was  intended  society  is  wrong  and  will  only;  §qrve  to 
by  the  government  and  that  its  gerieral  divert  the  Gospel.  The  Gospel  transcends 
findings  are  “not  an  authoritative  guide  the  goals  and  methods  of  any  political 
for  solving  moral  and  judgmental  issues  system  or  any  society,  however  good  it 
that  belong  in  the  realm  of  personal  may  be.” 

decision.”  The  evangelist,  who  is  honorary 


Commune  overcomes  some  stereotypes 

For  this  group,  communal  living  is  means  of  coping,  not  escaping 


By  JUDY  WEIDMAN 
Associate  Editor 

ST.  PAUL,  Minn.  —  Commune.  For 
most  middle  class  Americans  the  word 
still  means  hippies  and  drugs  and  illicit 
sex.  But  there’s  an  exception  in  this  town, 
and  would  you  believe  they  live  next  to 
the  governor’s  mansion? 

White,  middle  age,  with  establishment 
jobs,  this  group  of  17  persons  —  couples, 
singles  and  children  —  isn’t  interested  in 
escaping  from  society  but  in  developing 
some  alternatives  to  traditional  styles  of 
living  and  working. 

Picture  the  typical  neighborhood: 
Every  family  bogged  down  with  house 
and  car  payments  and  holding  on  at  the 
office  for  dear  life  to  stay  ahead  of  the 
game,  whether  or  not  the  job  is 
meaningful.  Most  of  the  houses  where 
these  people  live  come  complete  with  a 
dish  washer  and  power  lawn  mower  and 
washer  and  dryer.  Not  that  each  family 
on  the  block  needs  one,  but  that’s  the  way 
things  are  in  suburbia. 

Americans  have  become  aware  in 
recent  months  that  their  freedom  to 
consume  material  goods  and  energy  is 
limited.  But  what  is  less  well  understood 
is  the  growing  conviction  among  many 
persons  that  the  one  house  -  one  family 
structure  isn’t  necessarily  the  best  way 
to  fulfill  persons  intellectually,  socially 
and  emotionally. 

These  kinds  of  concerns  had  been 
gnawing  at  the  Robert  Ouradnik  family 
for  some  time  when  they  put  their  idea  to 
a  reporter  four-and-a-half  years  ago.  A 
United  Methodist  campus  minister,  Bob 
had  had  considerable  exposure  to  group 
living  through  residential  houses  at  the 
University  of  Minnesota  and  counter 
culture  communal  settings  on  the  West 
Bank  campus.  Then  they  spent  a  summer 
at  the  Ecumenical  Institute  in  Chicago 
where  their  feelings  about  the  things  that 
can  happen  when  people  live  together 
coalesced. 

The  reporter’s  piece  stirred  con¬ 
siderable  interest,  and  the  experiment 
was  launched  three  years  ago  in  a  former 
fraternity  house  at  the  university. 
Despite  considerable  turnover  of  people 
at  first,  the  venture  was  successful 
enough  that  they  decided  to  buy 
property.  So  a  year  ago  a  14-bedroom 
mansion  was  purchased  —  room  enough 
to  give  every  couple  and  single  person 
and  child  a  separate  bedroom.  Privacy 
would  be  a  continuing  need,  they  agreed. 

But  there  were  a  lot  of  surprises. 
Intellectually  they  were  prepared  for 
some  jolts,  but  there  are  a  lot  of 


Bill  Ouradnik  —  defying  stereotyfies 


unknowns  in  such  intimate  sharing  of 
material  goods,  parental  prerogatives 
and  private  lives. 

A  cautious  start 

They  started  cautiously.  At  first  the 
“kitty”  covered  house  payments, 
utilities,  food,  newspapers,  magazines 
and  the  like.  More  recently  they’ve 
started  picking  up  long  distance  phone 
calls  and  allowances  for  the  children.  But 
the  big  venture  is  the  sharing  of  cars. 
Anyone  leaving  the  house  simply  jumps 
into  the  most  convenient  one  in  the 
driveway. 

The  “trust  level,”  as  they  call  it,  has 
gone  up  and  made  such  a  move  possible. 
But  then  it’s  not  that  it  hasn’t  paid  off. 
They  figure  they’re  saving  $500  a  month 
over  what  they  would  be  spending  as 
separate  family  units. 

Psychologically,  the  stakes  are  even 
higher,  though  their  pioneering  spirit 
keeps  them  intrigued  where  lesser  souls 
would  have  retreated  long  ago. 

Cooking,  cleaning  and  dishwashing  is 
parcelled  out  without  regard  to  age  or 
sex.  Sounds  simple  for  an  avant  guard 
outfit  like  this,  but  listen  to  Bob  tell  this 
tale: 

“Those  of  us  who  once  complimented 
ourselves  on  the  aid  we  gave  our  wife 
with  ‘her’  work  around  the  house  or  who 
were  proud  of  the  gourmet  dinners  we 
prepared  soon  found  that  it  was  a  dif¬ 
ferent  experience  when  supper 
preparation  was  our  job  and  the  budget 
dictated  the  use  of  leftovers. 

“This  growth  in  awareness  of  how  the 
‘other  half’  lives  took  its  most  single 


advance  when  one  of  the  men  quit  his  job. 
He  became  a  house  husband  for  a  period 
of  three-and-a-half  months,  the  one  adult 
at  home  during  the  day.  Necessity  forced 
upon  him  the  role  of  family  chauffeur, 
crisis  counselor,  nursemaid  to  the  sick, 
telephone  secretary,  errand  boy,  the  foil 
of  door  to  door  salespersons,  and  the  one 
who  was  expected  to  have  an  infinite 
amount  of  time  for  all  the  extra  chores. 

“His  insight  into  house  work  included 
the  realization  that  while  the  actual  tasks 
may  easily  be  accomplished  in  several 
hours,  it  still  required  more  than  the 
whole  day  to  get  them  done  because  of 
the  constant  intrusion  of  unexpected 
demands.  The  women  reveled  in  his 
empathy." 

Giving  children  more  adults 
to  imitate 

One  expected  strength  of  the  commune 
was  to  give  the  children  additional  adult 
models  to  imitate.  The  theory  sounded 
great,  but  in  practice  the  risks  were 
almost  overwhelming.  Exposure  to  other 
adults  carries  with  it  the  possibility  of 
losing  control  over  what  your  children 
will  become,  they  found.  It  means 
trusting  the  children  to  discipline  from  a 
variety  of  sources  and  risking  their 
preference  on  occasion  for  adult  com¬ 
pany  other  than  your  own. 

What  happened  between  parent  and 
child  also  transferred  to  relations  be¬ 
tween  husband  and  wife.  Suddenly  an¬ 
noying  personal  habits  weren’t  just  the 
subject  of  the  spouse’s  nagging;  they 
were  exposed  to  observation  and  feed¬ 
back  by  the  whole  “family."  As 


economic  and  emotional  dependency 
between  husband  and  wife  declines, 
observed  Bob,  game  playing  gives  way  to 
a  more  honest  expression  of  love. 

The  men  soon  realized,  too,  that 
competitive  and  heirarchical  patterns  of 
operating  were  deadly  to  communal 
living.  They  simply  weren’t  prepared  for 
living  cooperatively  and  non- 
competitively  with  male  peers,  nor  for 
the  long  fall  from  being  king  of  their  own 
castle. 

Implications  for 
Christian  community 

The  area  in  which  the  experiment  may 
prove  most  revolutionary  is  not  yet 
firmly  structured,  though  early  isolated 
incidents  add  up  to  heavy  implications 
for  the  Christian  community. 

One  man  became  concerned  about  the 
inhumane  way  other  employes  at  work 
were  being  treated  by  the  company.  He 
gave  up  his  job  for  six  months  so  that  a 
fellow  employe  in  personal  distress  could 
be  retained.  This  sort  of  thing  becomes  a 
possibility  with  a  secure  economic  base 
in  the  group  family,  explained  Bob. 
DM^nbW£  of  the  .commune  look  to 
developing  even  more  control  over  their 
time  and  work  and  money  by  moving 
toward  total  self-employment.  A  mutual 
interest  in  “bioenergetics”  may  turn 
from  avocation  into  profit  as  they  con¬ 
tinue  their  probe  into  the  interplay  of 
mind  and  body  energy  in  phenomenon 
such  as  yoga,  meditation,  accupuncture 
and  certain  branches  of  psychology. 
They’ve  already  done  teaching  and 
speaking  in  the  local  schools  and  are 
planning  a  summer  workshop,  first  steps 
in  developing  “total  communal  ser¬ 
vices.” 

Turning  theologian  for  a  moment,  Bob, 
who  currently  is  not  under  pastoral 
appointment,  offered  this  interpretation: 
“I  see  a  connection  between  body  energy 
and  what  the  church  has  called  the  Holy 
Spirit,  laying  on  of  hands,  etc.  When  I’m 
doing  bioenergetics  I’m  dealing  with  a 
ministry  that  is  as  real  as  what  the  early 
church  was  doing  in  the  laying  on  of 
hands.” 

Sound  like  your  bag?  If  the  whole 
commune  scene  scares  you  off  but  you 
like  some  of  the  side  benefits,  you  might 
try  some  of  these  alternatives:  family 
clusters,  cooperative  food  buying  and 
child  care,  living  in  different  apartments 
but  sharing  meals,  or  the  house  church,  a 
form  of  support  for  persons  which  is 
gaining  more  attention  in  religious 
circles. 


chairman  of  the  gathering,  also  warned 
against  the  error  of  denying  social 
responsibility.  “It  is  true,”  he  said,  “that 
this  is  not  our  priority  mission.  However, 
it  is  equally  true  that  Scripture  calls  us 
time  and  again  to  do  all  in  our  power  to 
alleviate  human  suffering  and  to  correct 
injustice.” 

Mr.  Graham  expressed  hope  that  the 
Lausanne  Congress  participants  would 
frame  a  “Biblical  Declaration  on 
Evangelism.”  He  challenged  the  1975 
World  Council  of  Churches  General 
Assembly  planned  for  Djakarta  “to  study 
such  a  statement  carefully  and 
prayerfully  with  the  idea  of  adopting 
more  evangelical  concepts  of  evangelism 
and  missions.” 

In  discussing  the  state  of  Christianity 
at  present,  Mr.  Graham  said,  “We  are  all 
aware  of  the  startling  changes  in  the 
Roman  Catholic  world.  I  also  detect  a 
wistful  longing  on  the  part  of  a  small,  but 
growing,  number  of  ecumenical  leaders 
for  a  greater  emphasis  on  orthodox 
biblical  theology  and  a  re-evaluation  of 
some  of  the  pronouncements  in 
theological,  sociological  and  political 
areas.” 

He  charged  that  in  current  theological 
debates  some  concepts  have  been 
drastically  reinterpreted  or  diluted,  and 
expressed  hope  that  the  Lausanne 
Congress  would  reaffirm  those  believed 
to  be  essential  to  true  evangelism.  “I 
trust  we  can  state  what  the  relationship 
is  between  evangelism  and  social 
responsibility,”  Mr.  Graham  said. 

In  an  earlier  address,  the  55-year-old 
Southern  Baptist  clergyman  made  clear 
that  he  was  not  necessarily  suggesting  a 
new  organization,  but  that  he  was  hoping 
for  a  new  fellowship  which  entails 
“getting  to  know  each  other  across 
cultural  lines  and  linguistic  lines  because 
our  hearts  beat  alike.  We’re  identified  in 
the  same  body  under  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ."  Many  participants  had  already 
declared  that  they  favor  a  continuing 
association  of  evangelicals  on  a  global 
basis  as  a  logical  outcome  of  the 
congress. 


Entitled  “The  Lausanne  Covenant,” 
the  statement  was  drafted  by  a  five- 
member  committee  after  consultation 
with  20  evangelical  leaders  representing 
all  continents. 

The  document  was  distributed  to 
congress  participants,  who  were  asked  to 
study  the  document  and  suggest  im¬ 
provements. 

An  amended  document  is  scheduled  to 
be  submitted  to  congress  participants  to 
sign  —  if  they  are  in  agreement  with  it  — 
before  the  conclusion  of  the  10-day 
meeting. 

Sessions  at  the  Palais  de  Beaulieu  here 
has  drawn  2,700  churchpersons  from 
more  than  150  countries. 

The  draft  statement  affirms  “the 
divine  inspiration,  truthfulness  and 
authority  of  both  Old  and  New  Testament 
Scriptures  in  their  entirety  as  the  only 
written  word  of  God  and  the  only  in¬ 
fallible  rule  of  faith  and  practice.” 

It  contends  that  “there  is  only  one 
savior  and  only  one  Gospel,  although 
there  is  a  wide  diversity  of  evangelistic 
approaches.” 

“To  evangelize,”  the  draft  says,  "is  to 
spread  the  Good  News  that  Jesus  Christ 
died  for  our  sins  and  was  raised  from  the 
dead  according  to  the  Scriptures,  and 
that  He  now  offers  the  forgiveness  of  sins 
and  the  liberating  gift  of  the  spirit  to  all 
who  repent  and  believe.” 

The  draft  asserts  that  “in  the  church’s 
mission  of  sacrificial  service  evangelism 
is  primary  .  .  But  the  church  which  is 
intended  to  be  the  agent  of  evangelism 
becomes  itself  a  stumbling-block  to 
evangelism  whenever  it  betrays  the 
Gospel  or  lacks  faith  in  God,  love  for 
people,  and  scrupulous  honesty  in 
promotion  and  finance.” 

Cooperation  in  evangelism  is  urged, 
and  one  of  a  number  of  confessions  of 
shortcomings  in  tHe  draft  is  that  which 
acknowledges  “our  testimony  has 
sometimes  been  marred  by  sinful  in¬ 
dividualism  and  needless  duplication.” 

The  draft  calls  for  a  concern  for 
“justice  throughout  human  society. 
Because  man  is  made  in  the  image  of 
God,  he  should  be  treated  with  the 
highest  dignity,  regardless  of  race, 
religion,  color,  class,  sex  or  age,  and 
should  be  served,  not  exploited. 

“Here,  too,  we  express  penitence  both 
for  our  neglect  and  for  having  sometimes 
regarded  evangelism  and  social  concern 
as  mutually  exclusive  options.” 

In  Christian  outreach,  the  draft 
declares  that  “the  target  should  be  to 
reach  every  person  during  the  remainder 
of  this  century.” 

On  missionary  policy,  the  statement 
notes  that  sometimes  there  has  been 
“exported  with  the  Gospel  an  alien 
culture  and  churches  have  sometimes 
been  in  bondage  rather  to  culture  than  to 
Scripture.” 

Evangelicals  are  warned  not  to  pursue 
“church  growth  at  the  expense  of  church 
depth  ...  We  recognize  that  there  is  a 
great  need  to  improve  theological 
education,  especially  for  church 
leaders." 

The  drafting  committee  was  headed  by 
a  noted  Anglican  clergyman.  Dr.  John  R. 
W.  Stott,  rector  of  All  Souls  Church, 
London,  with  Dr.  J.  D.  Douglas  of  St. 
Andrews,  Scotland,  editor  of  the  Dic¬ 
tionary  of  the  Christian  Church, 
published  by  Zondervan;  Dr.  Leighton 
Ford,  a  Canadian  evangelist  and  brother- 
in-law  of  evangelist  Billy  Graham  who 
lives  in  Charlotte.  North  Carolina;  Dr. 
Hudson  Armerding,  president  of 
Wheaton  (Ill.)  College,  and  Dr.  Samuel 
Escobar,  of  Toronto,  Ont.,  general 
secretary  of  Inter-Varsity  Christian 
Fellowship  of  Canada. 


Classified 

Rate:  25c  per  word,  figure  or  Initial  per  In¬ 
sertion.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on 
contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  In  advance.  Minimum  charge  of  $8.25 
Service  charge  or  blind  ads  $1.00  per  Insertion. 

EVANGELISTIC  SINGER:  Experienced 
several  hundred  Methodist  churches  In  30 
states.  Dates  available  for  revivals  or 
missions.  Earl  Ward.  3001  Summer.  Waco. 
Texas  76708.  Telephone  753-2796. 

CHARTERS  -  TOURS  -  CRUISES  -  SPECIAL 
EVENTS  -  SPORTS.  Leaders  In  group 
values— worldwide.  Free  films,  brochures, 
information,  reservations.  Transcontinental 
Travel.  4089  Westhelmer.  Houston.  Texas  ; 
77027.  (7131-626 -8300. 

HO  ME  PARE  NTS  NEEDED  for  child  care. 
These  are  full  time  positions  far  married 
couples  with  no  dependents.  In  addition  to 
salary,  we  provide  meals,  laundry  service, 
living  quarters  while  on  duty,  sick  leave;  also 
Insurance  and  retirement  programs  are 

A  UNIQUE  OPPORTUNITY.  A  successful 
retired  salesman  or  minister  to  represent  one 
of  America’s  fastest  growing  religious  radio 
programs  In  your  area.  Exceptionally  good 
Income  potential,  if  Interested,  write. 
Methodist  Hour.  Box  77.  Orlando.  Florida 

available.  Applicants  must  be  non-smokers, 
non-drinkers,  high  school  graduate,  preferably 
with  college  training.  These  positions  can 
provide  very  rewarding  experiences.  Please 
contact  the  personnel  Department.  Methodist 
Home.  Ull  Herring  Ave..  Waco.  Texas  76708. 

32802 

ORGANIST-ASSISTANT  DIRECTOR  position 
available  Sept.  1  In  large  United  Meth04fist 
church  located  In  Dallas-Ft.  Worth  area. 
Contact:  Position.  Box  1076.  Dallas.  Texas 
75221. 

HOLY  LAND.  EGYPT.  TURKEY  —  Four 
days  Greek  Isles  Cruise.  17  days  from  Dallas. 

N.  Y..  October  5.  First  Class.  Call  or  write  for 
brochure:  Bess  Loudermllk.  3339  Milton. 

STAFF  POSITION  In  active  church  of  1,500 
members.  Wholesome,  growing  city.  Need 
educational  assistant  able  to  work  with  youth. 

Music  training  desirable.  House  furnished. 

Education  Director?  I  have  experience 
directing  youth,  Christian  Education  degree. 
Contact:  Norman  Walton.  Drawer  M.  Chan- 
nelvlew,  Texas  77530. 

Box  2368.  Hobbs.  N.  M.  88240.  Phone  (505)  393- 
4435,  office;  393-4353,  parsonage. 

Cushions  For 

NEEDED:  VISITATION  MINISTER.  Must 
be  retired.  Church  will  pay  maximum  salary 
allowable,  travel  and  travel  expense.  Housing 
negotiable.  Grace  United  Methodist  Church. 

400  Field  St..  East.  Venice.  Fla.  33595.  (813) 
488-1374. 

Church  Pews 

COMFORT  AND  BEAUTY 

AT  PRICES  YOU 

CAN  AFFORD 

REFORMATION  HERITAGE  TOUR  to 
England.  France.  Germany.  Netherlands  with 
Bishop  and  Mrs  McFerrin  Stowe.  Nine  days  1 

beginning  April  7.  1975)  from  Dallas.  $649.  For 
brochure:  Bob  Sabers.  Boji  793.  Winters. 

Texas  79567.  (9151-7^4-5213. 

Flowers  Cushion 
Service 

Keene,  Texas  76059 

Phone 

(817)  M 15-9203  ! 
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At  IJM  church 


Black  students  learn 


from  black 

By  CLYDE  CHESNUTT 
Staff  Writer 

WILMINGTON,  Del.  —  What  do  these 
people  have  in  common:  Hank  Aaron, 
Louis  Armstrong,  Marian  Anderson, 
Martin  Luther  King,  Jr.,  Roy  Wilkins  and 
Nikki  Giovanni? 

To  the  black  children  gathering  at 
Brandy  wine-Trinity  United  Methodist 
Church  here  this  summer,  these  people 
are  heroes  They  are  Afro-Americans 
who  have  made  immense  contributions 
to  American  society.  And  the  church  is 
relying  on  that  ethnic  tie  to  enhance  a 
feeling  of  self-worth  among  neigh¬ 
borhood  black  children. 

The  small  urban  congregation  of 
Brandywine-Trinity  launched  an  in¬ 
novative  six-week  emphasis  entitled 
“Afro-American  Contributions  to 
American  Life."  The  series  has  involved 
upwards  of  150  children  ranging  from 
grades  one  through  eight. 

The  curriculum  centers  on  famous 
Afro-Americans  who  have  excelled  in  the 
arts,  religion,  literature,  sports,  science, 
industry,  business  and  national  politics 
and  leadership.  It  was  written  by  the 
church  staff  in  consultation  with  local 
and  state  Afro-Americans. 

Pastor  Richard  Stazesky  explained 
that  the  focus  is  positive. 

“For  instance,"  he  said,  “we  do  not 
minimize  the  historical  period  of  slavery 
and  the  harsh  treatment  accorded  the 
slaves.  But  we  stress  the  positive  values 
the  Afro-American  created  in  adjusting 
to  life’s  injustices  through  things  like  the 
Uncle  Remus  stories  and  the  spirituals  " 

Visits  by  prominent  local  Afro- 
Americans  are  designed  to  help  the 
children  identify  with  community 
leaders  “We  hope  experiences  with 
persons  such  as  Sen.  Herman  Holloway 
and  Judge  Leonard  W'illiams  of 
Wilmington  will  assist  the  children  in 
developing  values  that  are  personally 
and  socially  constructive.”  Mr.  Stazesky 
said. 

The  history  of  old  world  Africa  also  is 
explored  for  its  contribution  to  the  pride 
of  ancestry  for  the  modern  child  living 
in  Wilmington  The  child  learns  about  the 
highly  cultured  kingdoms  of  Ghana  and 
Mali;  of  Askia  the  Great,  builder  of 
Songhay .  and  about  Timbuktu,  a  city  far 
advanced  for  its  time. 

The  unique  curriculum  involves  the 
children  in  arts  and  crafts  projects 


prototypes 

related  to  African  masks,  dolls,  drums, 
maps  and  jewelry.  Special  outings  to 
area  museums  which  feature  African 
and  Afro-American  artifacts  are  in¬ 
cluded  each  week.  The  course  began  with 
93  children  and  sponsors  spending  a  week 
together  at  the  Peninsula  Conference 
campground. 

Asked  about  the  term  “Afro- 
American,”  Mr.  Stazesky  replied  that  it 
describes  more  accurately  the  people  of 
African  descent  than  either  the  term 
“Negro”  or  “black  ” 

“The  time  will  soon  come,”  he  said, 
“when  the  word  ‘Afro’  will  replace  all 
other  terms  of  designation.” 

And  when  the  time  comes,  these 
children  will  bear  the  title  proudly  —  in 
no  small  measure  due  to  the  efforts  of 
this  United  Methodist  congregation. 

Bill  would  halt 
use  of  chrome 
from  Rhodesia 

WASHINGTON.  D  C.  -  A  bill 
proposing  to  reinstate  the  embargo  on' 
Rhodesian  chrome  is  expected  to  be 
voted  on  by  the  House  of  Representatives 
here  before  the  end  of  the  month,  ac¬ 
cording  to  a  Capitol  Hill  spokesperson. 

The  bill,  which  has  already  passed  the 
Senate,  in  near  and  dear  to  the  hearts  of 
many  United  Methodists  who  see 
economic  sanctions  against  Rhodesia  as 
the  most  effective  leverage  in  breaking 
the  back  of  institutional  racism  in  that 
country  where  4  million  black  persons 
are  virtually  under  the  thumb  of  the 
200,000  whites  who  rule  the  nation. 

In  1971.  Congress  passed  a  bill  allowing 
the  importation  of  Rhodesian  chrome, 
putting  the  U.S.  in  violation  of  a  1968 
United  Nations  Security  Council 
agreement  banning  the  use  of  the  African 
nation's  chrome.  The  1968  agreement 
was  the  first  time  in  the  UN’s  history  that 
the  economic  boycott  technique  had  been 
used  to  effect  “peaceful  political 
change,”  according  to  the  Capitol  Hill 
source. 

The  plight  of  Rhodesian  blacks  has 
attracted  wide  spread  attention  recently 
due  to  the  crusading  of  black  United 
Methodist  Bishop  Abel  I.  Muzorewa  who 
has  come  under  government  sanction 
due  to  his  critical  comments  toward  the 
white  government 


NEW  YORK  iRNS)  -  Thirty-five 
U.S.  scholars  and  religious  leaders  and 
Koreans  living  in  this  country  have 
organized  a  Committee  for  Human 
Rights  in  Korea  and  have  urged  the  U.S. 
Government  to  limit  further  aid  to  South 
Korea. 

In  a  statement,  the  group  declared  that 
“friends  of  the  Korean  people  and  per¬ 
sons  concerned  with  human  rights  there 
and  elsewhere  have  watched  with 
mounting  distress  the  acts  of  President 
Chung  Hee  Park  during  the  past  six 
months  which  have  systematically 
sought  to  eradicate  all  criticism  or 
protest  against  his  dictatorial  rule  in 
Korea.” 

It  noted  that  recent  courts  martial 
have  sentenced  14  persons  to  death,  15  to 
life  imprisonment,  20  persons  to  20  years 
and  6  others  to  15  years  in  prison  “for  the 
‘crime’  of  organizing  student  demon¬ 
stration  which  called  for  the  return  of  a 
more  democratic  and  a  more  just 
society.” 

According  to  the  committee,  “more 
than  200  others  are  yet  to  be  tried  while 
the  previous  opposition  candidate  for  the 
Presidency,  Kim  Dae  Chun  who  was 
kidnapped  from  Tokyo,  is  under  trial  and 
the  previous  President,  Yun  Po  Sun,  has 
been  called  to  trial.  More  than  30  others, 
including  clergymen,  professors  and 
students,  are  known  to  have  been  sen¬ 
tenced  to  imprisonment  for  periods  of 
from  5  to  15  years  for  expressing  the 
belief  that  the  Korean  people  have  the 
right  to  discuss  the  form  of  government 
under  which  they  live.” 

The  committee  also  charged  that 
“while  under  detention,  Tschey  Chong 
Kil,  professor  of  law  at  Seoul  National 
University,  died  reportedly  from  torture 


ST  PAUL  (RNS)  —  A  United 
Methodist  minister,  a  government 
witness,  provided  strong  testimony 
establishing  Dennis  Banks  and  Russell 
Means  as  leaders  of  the  occupation  of 
Wounded  Knee,  S.D. 

The  Rev.  Wesley  Hunter  of  Huron, 
S.D.,  testified  in  U.S.  District  Court  here 
that  Mr.  Banks  presided  over  community 
meetings  at  Wounded  Knee  and  that  Mr. 
Banks  and  Mr.  Means  participated  in 
strategy  discussions. 

However,  Mr.  Hunter’s  testimony  cut 
both  ways.  Under  cross-examination  by 
defense  attorney  Mark  Lane,  he  testified 
about  conditions  on  the  Pine  Ridge 
Indian  Reservation  that  the  defense 
maintains  led  to  the  occupation  by  the 
American  Indian  Movement  (AIM). 

Mr.  Hunter  was  in  the  Wounded  Knee 
area  from  March  2  to  March  10,  1973  as 
a  part  of  a  neutral  liaison  team  sent  by 
the  National  Council  of  Churches. 

He  said  he  shuttled  between  Wounded 
Knee  and  the  federal  command  post  at 
Pine  Ridge,  S.D.,  to  provide  food  and 
other  needs  for  the  occupation  force  and 
to  prevent  bloodshed. 

Mr.  Hunter  said  Mr.  Banks  presided 
over  at  least  two  community  meetings  at 
Wounded  Knee  and  that  Mr.  Banks  and 
Mr.  Means  briefed  the  occupation  force 
about  the  status  of  negotiations  and  other 
developments. 

The  minister  also  testified  that  several 
meetings,  held  by  persons  he  described 
as  occupation  leaders,  were  attended  by 
Mr.  Banks  and  Mr.  Means.  He  said  those 
meetings  were  held  in  a  cottage  across 
the  road  from  the  trading  post 

At  one  of  those  meetings,  Mr.  Hunter 
testified,  “Dennis  Banks  said  that  he  was 
not  going  to  surrender  at  all,  that  he 
would  be  carried  out.” 

At  another  meeting,  he  added,  the 
leaders  who  attended  complained  that 
“white  ranchers  were  firing  on  them  and 
hunting  them  like  animals.” 

The  government  case  against  Mr. 
Banks  and  Mr.  Means  rests  largely  on 
whether  the  prosecution  can  show  that 
they  led  the  armed  group  that  occupied 
the  hamlet  from  Feb.  27,  to  May  8,  1973. 

Mr  Hunter  testified  under  cross- 
examination  that  he  heard  several 
prominent  residents  of  the  Pine  Ridge 
Reservation  complain  about  inadequate 
health  care,  educational  facilities  in¬ 
ferior  to  those  available  to  whites,  high 
unemployment  rates  on  the  reservation 
and  the  authoritarian  regime  of  tribal 
chairman  Richard  Wilson. 

He  said  he  heard  one  person  complain 
that  a  “goon  squad”  aligned  with  Mr. 
Wilson  was  “harassing  anyone  who  was 
trying  to  improve  conditions  on  the 
reservation.” 

Mr.  Hunter  said  he  inspected  the 
houses  of  numerous  Indians  on  the 
reservation  and  determined  that  the 
owners  were  living  in  extreme  poverty 
He  testified  that  many  of  the  houses  were 
no  more  than  tarpaper  or  sheet  metal 
shacks 

The  defense  position  is  that  the 
American  Indian  Movement  was  invited 
to  Wounded  Knee  by  the  Oglala  Sioux 
civil  rights  organization  in  an  attempt  to 
challenge  Mr.  Wilson  and  to  improve 
conditions  on  the  reservation. 

Mr.  Hunter  said  that  local  South 
Dakota  clergymen  were  angry  with  his 
attempts  and  those  of  three  other 
representatives  of  the  National  Council 
of  Churches  to  supply  food  and  medical 
supplies  to  Wounded  Knee  residents 

“I’m  afraid  I  blew  my  cool  at  one 
point,"  he  testified  “I  told  them  that 
they  were  un-Christian  in  their  attitude” 
and  that  instead  of  worrying  about  who 


during  interrogation.” 

Signers  of  the  statement  declared  that 
“the  injustice  and  the  inhumanity  of 
these  sentences  against  students,  in¬ 
tellectuals  and  religious  leaders  and  the 
detention  of  outstanding  democratic 
political  leaders  call  for  international 
protest  in  the  name  of  humanity  and 
human  rights.  We  call  on  the  the  United 
States  to  distance  itself  promptly  from 
the  oppressive  acts  against  the  people  of 
Korea  which  the  government  of 
President  Park  as  carried  out  supported 
by  U.S.  arms,  and  to  use  its  influence  for 
the  restoration  of  participatory  govern¬ 
ment  in  Korea.” 

They  maintained  that  in  protesting 
these  acts  and  limiting  further  aid,  “the 
U.S  government  would  fulfill  the  policy 
enunciated  by  Secretary  of  State 
Acneson  in  1950:  ‘United  States  aid,  both 
military  and  economic,  to  the  Republic  of 
Korea  has  been  predicated  upon  the 
existence  and  growth  of  democratic 
institutions  within  the  Republic,’  and 
Section  32  of  the  Foreign  Aid  Law  of  1973, 
which  states  it  is  the  sense  of  the  United 
States  Congress  that  U.S.  aid  should  not 
be  given  to  the  governments  of  countries 
which  carry  out  political  repression  on 
their  citizenry.” 

Members  of  the  Committee  include 
Dean  Krister  Stendahl,  Harvard 
University  Divinity  School;  the  Rev.  W. 
Sterling  Cary,  president  National  Council 
of  Churches;  Dr.  Tracey  Jones,  general 
secretary,  United  Methodist  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  Dr.  Robert  J.  Mar¬ 
shall,  president,  Lutheran  Church  in 
America;  Dr.  Robert  V.  Moss,  Jr., 
president,  United  Church  of  Christ; 
Father  William  McIntyre,  secretary 
general,  Maryknoll  Fathers. 


was  getting  food  “they  should  get  down 
on  their  knees  and  pray  a  little.” 

Mr  Hunter  said  one  elderly  woman 
who  was  diabetic  refused  to  leave  her 
home  in  Wounded  Knee  to  get  insulin 
because  she  was  afraid  federal  forces 
would  not  let  her  pass  through  their 
roadblocks  to  return  to  her  home. 

After  going  without  the  drug  for  a  few 
days,  Mr.  Hunter  testified,  she  and  her 
husband  decided  to  leave  and  began 
walking  toward  the  roadblocks. 

“She  went  into  a  diabetic  coma  on  the 
way  and  died  as  a  result  of  this,”  he  said. 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  In  the  wake  of 
controversy  following  the  termination  of 
James  MacCracken  as  head  of  Church 
World  Service  (CWS),  the  Department 
Committee  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  agency  has  affirmed  that  there 
will  be  no  policy  changes  in  carrying  out 
its  relief  efforts. 

At  the  same  time,  the  committee  noted 
that  a  process  of  review  and  evaluation 
that  it  had  initiated  a  year  ago  is  con¬ 
tinuing  “in  an  orderly  way." 

During  a  closed-door  session  (July  15) 
at  the  Interchurch  Center  herev  the 
committee  emphatically  declared  that  it 
is  “not  in  the  business  of  promoting 
violent  revolutionary  change.” 

Dr.  Eugene  Stockwell,  head  of  the 
National  Council’s  Division  of  Overseas 
Ministries,  in  which  CWS  is  lodged,  told 
Religious  News  Service  that  the  denial 
was  issued  because  “some  of  the  news 
items  which  had  been  distributed  across 
the  country  had  led  people  to  think  that 
Church  World  Service  was  changing  its 
policy  and  moving  into  such  areas  (of 
promoting  violent  revolutionary 
change).” 

At  the  time  of  Mr.  MacCracken’s 
termination,  he  cited  “personality 
conflict  as  seen  by  Dr.  Stockwell”  as  one 
of  the  factors.  Later,  Claire  Randall, 
general  secretary  of  the  NCC,  said  at  a 
press  conference  in  Louisville  that  Mr. 
MacCracken  “was  relieved  of  his 
responsibilities  because  of  a  fun¬ 
damental  difference  of  approach  from 
that  conceived”  by  Dr.  Stockwell. 

Dr.  Stockwell  told  RNS  that  he  wanted 
to  emphasize  that  “we  came  to  what  was 
a  mutual  agreement  of  termination.” 
With  regard  to  policy  differences,  he 
said,  “The  policy  of  Church  World  Ser¬ 
vice  is  set  by  the  Department  Com¬ 
mittee  I  don’t  set  it  —  they  set  it.” 

At  the  same  time,  the  United  Methodist 
clergyman  acknowledged  that  “within 
the  staff  and  constituency,  there  are 
many  differences  and  points  of  view  .  ”  He 
said  that  one  of  the  things  discussed  at 
the  July  15  meeting  was  “the  need  for 
clarification  of  our  committee 
relationships  and  staff  relationships.” 

A  search  committee  has  been 
organized  to  find  a  new  CWS  executive 
director.  During  the  interim,  Nancy 
Nicalo,  who  was  Mr.  MacCracken’s 
assistant  since  1972,  will  serve  as  acting 
executive  director. 

Dr.  Stockwell  declared  that  Miss 
Nicalo  is  charged  with  the  same 
responsibilities  that  had  been  held  by  Mr. 
MacCracken,  and  expressed  confidence 
that  “she  will  discharge  these  ac- 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  A  full  page  ad 
signed  by  nine  Korean  Protestant  leaders 
and  published  in  the  New  York  Times 
declares  that  the  South  Korean  govern¬ 
ment  does  not  persecute  religion  but 
supports  it  and  guarantees  religious 
freedom. 

The  ad  was  published  July  14  in 
response  to  an  ad  published  in  the  New 
York  Times  May  5  by  a  group  of 
Japanese  Christians. 

Along  with  a  large  drawing  of  Jesus  on 
the  Cross,  the  first  ad  carried  “An 
Appeal  to  American  Christians”  signed 
by  the  Japanese  Committee  to  Support 
“The  1973  Manifesto  of  Christians  in  the 
Republic  of  Korea.”  Also  carried  in  that 
ad  was  a  summary  of  the  Manifesto 
whose  charges  against  the  South  Korean 
government  including  the  assertion  that 
it  was  “destroying  freedom  of  conscience 
and  freedom  of  religious  belief." 

In  their  response,  the  Koreans  said 
they  were  “shocked  and  dismayed  at  the 
action  of  a  so-called  Christian  group  in 
Japan”  taking  out  the  ad  which  “libeled 
and  denigrated  the  Republic  of  Korea 
and  grievously  insulted  the  followers  of 
Jesus  Christ  in  this  country.” 

Signers  of  the  response  were  the  Rev. 
Chong  Keun  Kim,  general  secretary  of 
the  Daihan  Council  of  Churches  and 
president  of  the  Christian  Times;  the 
Rev.  Sung  Gon  Woo,  general  secretary  of 
the  Korean  Baptist  Convention,  the  Rev. 
Doo  Sur  Koo,  chairman  of  the  Korean 
Baptist  Convention  and  the  Rev.  Moon 
Kyung  Cho,  district  superintendent  of  the 
Korean  Churches  of  Nazarene. 

Also  Dr.  Young  Gi  Cho,  general 
superintendent  of  the  Korean  Assembly 
of  God;  the  Rev.  Lee  Bong  Sung,  general 
secretary  of  the  Korean  Evangelical 
Churches;  the  Rev.  Bong  Jo  Chung, 
general  secretary  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  Presbyterian  Churches  in 
Korea,  the  Rev.  Shin  Mook  Shin, 
superintendent  of  the  Jesus  Methodist 
Churches  of  Korea,  and  Kwang  Souk 
Yang,  general  secretary  of  the  Korean 
Council  of  Christian  Churches  not  to  be 
confused  with  the  Korean  National 
Council  of  Churches. 

As  evidence  of  government  support 
given  to  religion,  the  Koreans  cited  the 
aid  given  to  evangelist  Billy  Graham 
during  his  May  1973  crusade  and  to  other 
religious  meetings.  The  ad  included  a 
picture  of  Mr.  Graham  preaching  to  a 
throng  estimated  at  1  million. 

In  regard  to  the  case  cited  in  the 
Japanese  advertisement  of  a  minister 
arrested  last  Easter  in  connection  with 
the  distribution  of  leaflets  critical  of  the 
government,  the  Koreans  spoke  of  the 


countabilities  to  the  very  best  of  her 
ability.” 

Miss  Nicalo  told  RNS  that  she  views 
the  work  of  Church  World  Service  as 
“basically  to  minister  to,  to  respond  to, 
and  to  alleviate  acute  human  need.” 
Asked  to  compare  her  approach  with  that 
of  Mr.  MacCracken,  she  said,  “I  think  we 
pretty  much  follow  the  same  program 
of  operation.” 


churchmen 

distributed  material  as  “subversive” 
and'  said  “it  is  perfectly  clear  that  if  a 
believer  chooses  to  engage  in  political 
activities,  his  religious  association 
cannot  be  used  to  shield  or  exempt  him 
from  action  taken  by  the  authorities  in 
dealing  with  violation  of  the  law.” 

The  South  Korean  government,  they 
said,  is  attempting  “to  safeguard 
democracy  in  the  present  perilous  in¬ 
ternational  situation." 

“It  is  not  proper  to  judge  us  using  a 
yardstick  cut  to  measure  the  realities  of 
another  nation  facing  an  entirely  dif¬ 
ferent  situation,”  the  Koreans  said. 
“Instead  of  unfounded  criticism,  we 
Christians  of  the  Republic  of  Korea  ask 
for  your  understanding  and  prayers  ” 
The  ad  appeared  at  the  end  of  the  week 
in  which  the  South  Korean  government 
sentenced  14  people  to  death  by  courts- 
martial,  15  to  life  imprisonment  and 
others  to  long  prison  terms  for  anti¬ 
government  activity. 

In  a  later  development,  the  Korean 
Methodist  Church,  headquartered  in 
Seoul,  issued  a  three-page  resolution 
repudiating  a  May  5,  1974,  statement  by 
the  United  Methodist  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  criticizing  President  Park 
Chung  Hee’s  regime. 

The  Global  Ministries  statement 
characterized  the  South  Korean 
government  as  “dictorial”  and  called  on 
the  U.  S.  government  and  corporations 
and  the  United  Methodist  Church  “to 
ascertain  that  we  do  not  lend  support  in 
any  way  to  actions  of  injustice  and 
inhumanity”  in  South  Korea. 

The  Korean  Church  called  the  Global 
Ministries  statement  “deplorable”  and 
said  the  action  “has  caused  a  weakening 
of  cooperation  and  aid,  both  materially 
and  morally,  through  the  U.  S.  govern¬ 
ment,  instead  of  giving  the  physical  and 
spiritual  aid  needed  .  .  .” 

Writer  joins 
TM/UMR  staff 

DALLAS  -  The 
Rev.  Clyde  Ches- 
nutt,  a  ministerial 
member  of  United 
Methodism’s  New 
Mexico  Annual 
Conference,  joined 
the  editorial  staff  of 
The  Texas  Method¬ 
ist/  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Reporter  last 
week. 

Mr.  Chesnutt,  42,  has  served  numerous 
local  congregations  in  the  New  Mexico 
and  Oklahoma  Annual  Conferences  dur¬ 
ing  the  past  21  years.  He  recently 
completed  a  four-year  period  as  senior 
minister  of  the  Grace  United  Methodist 
Church  in  El  Paso. 

During  the  course  of  his  ministry,  Mr. 
Chesnutt  has  written  continuously  —  in 
his  parish  paper  and  for  numerous 
church-related  publications. 

As  a  staff  writer  for  TM/  UMR,  Mr. 
Chesnutt  will  have  responsibilities  in  the 
areas  of  editing  and  news,  feature  and 
editorial  writing. 

“We  believe  Mr.  Chesnutt’s  Christian 
commitment,  his  knowledge  of  the 
church,  and  his  writing  ability  will 
significantly  enhance  TM/  UMR’s  ef¬ 
forts  to  serve  the  church,”  said  the  Rev. 
Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III,  TM/  UMR 
Editor,  in  announcing  Mr.  Chesnutt’s 
addition  to  the  publication’s  staff. 


Let  your  light  shine  so  oil 
will  be  drown  to 
your  church 


by  dau 
and 
by  night 


Beautiful,  professionally  designed 
and  built  self-illuminated  signs 
to  speak  out  about  your  church 
with  dignity  and  beauty  for  years 
to  come.  Your  inquiry  will 
be  quickly  answered — 
simply  send  us  your 
completed  coupon. 
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s Bishop’s  Message 

— -  second  Sunday  in  June  I  was  privileged  to  preach  at  the  Henning 
Memorial  Church  in  Sulphur,  thereafter  to  dedicate  a  prayer  garden  adjacent 
to  the  church.  An  interesting  thing  happened  in  connection  with  this  service. 
The  pastor  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  of  Orange,  Texas,  a  distinguished  man 
whose  name  is  Dr.  Cooper  Waters,  was  on  vacation  and  was  seeking  to  attend 
the  First  Baptist  Church  in  Sulphur  on  that  Sunday  morning.  Since  the 
educational  building  of  that  Baptist  Church  is  directly  across  the  street  from 
the  Henning  Memorial  Church,  Dr.  Waters,  unfamiliar  with  the  surroundings, 
drove  to  the  parking  lot  and  with  his  wife  entered  the  Henning  Memorial 
Church.  When  Doctor  Waters  and  his  wife  were  seated,  he  glanced  at  the 
bulletin  and  realized  that  he  was  in  a  Methodist  Church,  but  he  also  saw  my 
name  as  the  one  bringing  the  morning  sermon.  His  mind  began  to  “click”  and 
go  back  across  the  years,  and  he  remembered  that  though  we  had  not  had  any 
contact  with  one  another  in  forty  years,  we  had  gone  to  the  same  school  together 
in  Wichita  Falls,  Texas.  He  remembered  that  one  year  he  departed  Wichita 
Falls  for  Baylor  University  and  I  went  on  to  Southern  Methodist  University.  We 
never  heard  of  each  other  again,  but  he  entered  the  Baptist  ministry  and  I,  of 
course,  the  Methodist  ministry.  And  now  we  find  ourselves  neighbors  and  have 
had  a  rather  joyful  reunion  by  correspondence,  and  we  look  forward  to  a  good 
visit  together  to  review  old  times  and  to  talk  of  many  people  who  are  in  our 
memories. 

It  was  good  to  know  that  Doctor  Waters  had  gone  on  with  his  life  commitment 
as  a  high  school  boy  and  had  entered  the  ministry  of  his  church.  And  I  know  that 
I  am  satisfied  with  what  I  have  done  also,  and  we  have  much  to  share  with  one 
another.  Cooper  wrote  me  that  he  thought  perhaps  it  was  “an  act  of  providence 
that  God  had  led  us  to  that  church  instead  of  to  the  one  we  had  started  out  to 
attend.”  At  least  it  brought  us  together  again,  and  I  am  delighted  to  renew  our 
friendship. 

Life  has  many  strange  twists  and  turns,  and  one  never  knows  what  tomorrow 
will  bring,  but  when  memories  are  holy  and  precious,  and  when  they  involve 
commitment  to  Christ,  the  future  can  be  only  bright.  It  will  be  a  joy  to  share 
again  with  Cooper  Waters. 

Faithfully 

/>  s*  r 

'  /a  . 


University  Church’s  Chapel  Choir 
Takes  To  The  Road  With  “Godspell” 


With  costumes  aired,  props  refur¬ 
bished,  and  lines  relearned,  the  Chapel 
Choir  of  University  Church,  Baton 
Rouge,  began  their  1974  road  tour  of 
“Godspell”  on  July  23. 

The  choir  members,  all  junior  and 
senior  high  school  students,  were  ac¬ 
companied  by  18  adults  as  they  made  the 
tour  which  took  them  to  Mobile  and 
Montgomery,  Ala.;  Atlanta,  Ga.; 
Asheville  and  Lake  Junaluska,  N.C.;  and 
to  Jackson,  Tenn.  At  each  of  these  places 
where  they  performed  an  offering  was 
taken,  which  they  in  turn  presented  to  the 
Cherokee  Indian  Methodist  Church  in 
Cherokee,  N.C.,  for  the  building  of  a  new 
parsonage. 

The  production  was  first  staged  in 
Baton  Rouge  in  May  1973.  Last  summer 
the  group  toured  toward  the  West,  per¬ 
forming  at  Shreveport,  Tyler,  Dallas, 
Fort  Worth,  Austin  and  Houston,  Texas, 
to  packed  churches. 

“Godspell,”  the  musical  interpretation 
of  the  Gospel  according  to  Saint  Mat¬ 
thew,  by  Steven  Schwartz,  uses  a 
minimum  of  scenery  and  properties, 
utilizing  each  sanctuary’s  furnishings. 
Adaptation  to  individual  churches 


made  after  the  group  arrives.  The 
production  is  under  the  direction  of  Mrs. 
M.  D.  (Esther)  Socolofsky,  Chapel  Choir 
Director. 

While  most  productions  of  this  musical 
have  been  done  with  a  small  choir,  the 
University  church’s  version  features  70 
singers,  a  dancing  corps  of  14  and  six 
instrumentalists.  The  two  principals  are 
Jesus,  played  by  Roger  Hester,  and  John 
the  Baptist,  portrayed  by  Karl  Klaus. 
The  Rev.  Randal  James,  associate 
pastor,  is  the  narrator  and  also  doubles 
as  tour  director. 

Early  in  July  Mayor  W.  W.  Dumas  of 
Baton  Rouge  proclaimed  the  choir  as 
official  representatives  of  the  City  of 
Baton  Rouge.  Recently  the  choir  per¬ 
formed  for  Governor  Edwin  Edwards 
and  both  houses  of  the  state  legislature. 
They  were  designated  as  official 
representatives  of  the  State  of  Louisiana 
by  the  Governor. 

Bishop  Finis  Crutchfield  also  desig¬ 
nated  them  as  the  Official  Representa¬ 
tive  of  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference. 

The  Rev.  Lamar  E.  Smith  is  pastor  of 
University  Church. 


United  Methodist  Women  An  Accomplished 
Fact  In  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 


Mrs.  Robert  Compton,  Conference  UMW  President,  watches 
the  record  registration  at  School  of  Missions,  as  Mrs.  Felix 


Garrett,  First  Church,  Minden, 
School. 


t  shown  registering  for  the 


“From  the  very  beginning  there 
seemed  to  be  a  strange,  unidentifiable 
spirit  hovering  about  us.  As  the  school 
progressed,  more  and  more  we  came  to 
realize  that  God  was  working  in  a 
beautiful  way  to  make  United  Methodist 
Women  truly  an  accomplished  fact  with¬ 
in  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference,  Less 
than  one  year  old.  United  Methodist 
Women  of  Louisiana  now  is  without  the 
fears  and  uncertainties  which  charac¬ 
terized  it  last  year  when  the  organiza¬ 
tional  meeting  was  held  in  September,” 
thus  spoke  the  Conference  president. 

Mrs.  Robert  Compton,  President  of 
Louisiana  UMW,  was  excited  about  the 
spirit  of  the  school  and  the  attendance 
which  exceeded  300  in  the  two  sessions, 
one  held  from  Wednesday  through 


Friday,  and  the  other  held  from  Friday 
afternoon  through  Sunday  noon.  All  of  the 
Districts  of  the  Louisiana  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  were  represented  at  this 
meeting.  On  Tuesday  evening  before  the 
school  opened,  the  Executive  Committee, 
which  is  composed  of  the  elected  leaders, 
District  presidents  and  treasurers,  made 
plans  for  the  school  for  next  year. 

The  school  was  organized  around  three 
studies.  The  first  was  on  the  Book  of 
Jonah,  and  it  was  taught  by  Mrs.  John  B. 
Freeman  of  Norman,  Okla;  and  all  of 
those  registered  heard  Mrs.  Freman. 
"Education  for  Global  Consciousness” 
and  “Faith  In  The  Midst  of  Pluralism” 
were  the  other  two  courses  that  were 
made  available.  Those  registered  were 
divided  into  ten  small  groups  with  a 


leader  for  each  group,  and  throughout 
the  experience  discussion,  exploration 
into  the  basic  ideas  and  study  charac¬ 
terized  the  school. 

On  Thursday  evening  an  offering  was 
taken  for  mission  projects  in  Panama, 
Mexico  and  Texas. 

Other  teachers  and  group  leaders 
included:  Mrs.  William  E.  Trice,  of 
Dallas,  Texas,  Mrs.  Inez  W.  Chrisentery, 
and  Mrs.  G.  W.  Pomeroy,  Conference 
leaders,  who  were  in  charge  of 
“Education  for  Global  Cosnciousness;” 
and  Mrs.  David  J.  Cathcart,  of  the  Nash¬ 
ville  Region,  Women’s  Division  Staff, 
Mrs.  John  L.  Beard,  Irving,  Texas,  and 
Mrs.  Ardelia  Scott,  Monroe  District,  who 
were  in  charge  of  “Our  Faith  in  The 
Midst  of  Pluralism.” 


Bishop  Crutchfield 
Announces 

Appointment  Changes 

Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield  an¬ 
nounces  the  following  changes  in 
appointments,  effective  date  Au¬ 
gust  l  except  as  noted. 

Lake  Charles  District  Superin¬ 
tendent— Byrl  J.  Moreland,  Jr. 

Hammond-Tickfaw— Jerry  A. 

Means 

Lafayette,  First  Church-Wesley 
O.  Lynch,  Jr. 

Ruston,  Grace-Wesley  Chapel  — 
Leon  C.  Scott 

Farmersville-Bird’s  Chapel  — 
Terral  T.  Lowe 

Claiborne- Wilhite  —  S.  Burl 
Dampier 

Bethel-Magnolia  (effective  Sep¬ 
tember  1)  —  James  H.  Humphreys 

Jackson-Ethel— Albert  A.  Collins 

Fitzgerald-Waldheim  —  Jack 
Moreland  (Layman) 

New  Orleans,  District  Superin¬ 
tendent  —  Alfred  L.  Norris 

New  Orleans,  First  Street  — 
Abraham  E.  Davis 

Hartzell-Shiloh  —  (Charles  Wil¬ 
son,  LP) 


New  Birth 


Class  for  elected  leaders  had  enthusiastic  participation. 


Mrs.  Charles  B.  McGowen  is  shown  leading  a  discussion 
group. 


Conference  Youth  Continue  Active  Pace 


By  DANTOHLINE 

A  favorite  theme  of  John  Wesley  was 
the  New  Birth.  This  meant,  for  Wesley, 
that  the  person  who  experiences  this  new 
birth  gains  a  new  sensitivity  toward 
everything  in  life.  We  hear  different 
messages  than  we  heard  before.  We  not 
only  hear  new  things,  even  old  words 
have  new  meanings.  We  feel  differently. 
We  can  sense  God’s  spirit  where  we 
couldn’t  before.  We  have  what  Wesley 
called  an  “inward  sensibility,”  a  new 
ability  to  discern  between  good  and  evil. 
We  think  differently. 

Why  does  all  this  happen?  Wesley  says 
it  is  because  now  we  think  with  the  mind 
that  was  in  Christ.  Have  you  ever  looked 
through  colored  glasses  or  infra-red 
lenses?  The  world  looks  differently.  The 
world  hasn’t  changed,  but  the  per¬ 
spective  from  which  you  look  at  the  world 
is  very,  very  different.  For  Wesley,  being 
born  anew  means  to  look  at  the  world 
through  CHRIST-COLORED  glasses  and 
when  you  do  this,  you  find  an  amazingly 
new  and  different  world. 


;  It's  "GODSPELL,"  the  gospel  according  to  Saint  Matthew  in  song  and  dance, 
performed  by  Baton  Rouge’s  University  Church  Chapel  Choir. 

Conference  Disaster  Committee 
Calls  For  Volunteers 


“Volunteers  for  Needs”  forms  have 
been  designed  and  will  be  available  soon 
for  signing  up  to  help  in  times  of  disaster. 
The  questionnaire  is  a  part  of  the 
program  of  the  Conference  Disaster 
Committee,  according  to  the  Chairman, 
Hubert  Blanchard,  of  Sulphur. 

Mr.  Blanchard  points  out  that  when 
disaster  occurs,  volunteers  are  the 
greatest  immediate  need.  Housing,  food, 
clothing,  monies,  medical  assistance, 
places  to  worship  —  all  of  these  areas  of 
need  must  be  a  part  of  the  volunteers’ 
contribution.  District  committees  for 
disaster  will  be  distributing  the  volunteer 
forms  in  the  near  future,  asking  for 
persons  who  are  willing  to  work  and  give 
and  show  concern.  All  persons  are  being 
urged  to  volunteer  in  some  capacity. 

District  Chairmen  of  the  Disaster 
Committee  are:  John  B.  Tubb, 


Alexandria;  Walt  Joiner,  Baton  Rouge; 
Henry  Mayfield,  of  Covington,  Hammond 
district;  the  Rev.  George  Sherman,  of 
Patterson,  Lafayette  District  ;  Donald  R. 
Morgan,  of  Roanoke,  Lake  Charles  dis¬ 
trict;  Ellis  E.  Casey,  of  West  Monroe, 
Monroe  district;  the  Rev.  Calvin 
Lapuyade,  New  Orleans;  Louis  Love, 
Ruston;  Dudley  Snow,  Shreveport. 

The  1972  General  Conference  stated 
that  there  should  be  a  Disaster  Com¬ 
mittee  formed  in  each  conference. 
Bishop  Crutchfield  and  the  Cabinet 
initiated  the  formation  of  such  a  Con¬ 
ference  committee,  and  Mr.  Blanchard 
was  appointed  chairman.  He  has  already 
attended  a  seminar  dealing  with  natural 
disasters  that  occur  in  the  United  States 
and  throughout  the  world,  with  emphasis 
on  alleviating  problems  of  the  victims. 


Junior  High  Youth  at  Rayville  Church 
recently  held  a  "car  wash”  as  a  fund 
raising  project  for  their  group.  Business 
was  brisk  at  $2.00  per  car! 

A  new  young  adult  church  school  class 
at  St.  Paul’s  Church,  Monroe,  has  been 
organized  for  a  special  age  group  — 
college  and  working  young  people.  Dr. 
Art  Adams,  Professor  of  Health  and 
Physical  Education  at  Northeast,  is 
leader  of  the  group. 

“Conversation  On 
Campus  Ministry” 
Discussed  At  Drew 

The  Rev.  Jerry  Fuller,  Campus 
Minister  at  the  University  of  New 
Orleans,  Southern  University  in  New 
Orleans,  and  Delgado  Junior  College, 
recently  attended  a  two-day  session 
discussing  major  concerns  in  the 
ministry  on  college  and  university 
campuses.  The  meeting  was  held  at 
Drew  Theological  School  of  Drew 
University,  Madison,  N.J. 

Mr.  Fuller  was  one  of  eight  campus 
ministers  who  participated  in  “con¬ 
versations”  led  by  Dr.  David  M. 
Graybeal,  Chaplain  at  Drew.  Other 
campus  ministers  were  from  Nebraska, 
Tennessee,  New  Jersey,  Connecticut, 
and  Virginia. 

The  “conversation”  centered  on  the 
questions:  What  is  happening  on 
.  .  .campus  that  affects  your  life  and 
work?  What  do  you  make  of  the  religious 
climate  of  your  city?  What  has  happened 
recently  to  your  way  of  seeing  things  and 
what  kind  of  process  are  you  un¬ 
dergoing? 

The  Reverend  Mr.  Fuller  reports  on 
the  session  that  many  variations  in  the 
religious  climate  existed  among  the 
various  regions  represented.  He  pointed 
out  that  a  number  of  the  group 
recognized  themselves  as  .  .  .“nomadic 
Christians ...”  sometimes  like  unin¬ 
vited  guests  on  campuses,  sometimes  not 
completely  understood.  He  also  noted 
that  as  they  looked  toward  the  future, 
there  prevailed  a  strong  concern  that 
general  church  leadership  should  con¬ 
sider  seriously  providing  individual 
support  systems. 

The  participants  raised  questions  of 
their  roles  in  the  entire  aspect  of  social 
change  as  United  Methodists.  “We  were 
left  with  the  feeling  that  we  would  need  to 
understand  more  of  the  nature  of  church 
and  university  as  well  as  to  do  hard, 
disciplined  work,  including  thinking  and 


St.  Paul’s  Church,  New  Orleans  is 
holding  a  “Summer  Lagniappe”  on  four 
Thursdays  in  August  for  kindergarten 
through  8th  grade.  Mini  courses  are 
being  offered  in  woodworking,  charm, 
water  safety,  gymnastics,  music,  arts 
and  crafts.  Pastor  at  St.  Paul’s  is  the 
Rev.  Richard  R.  Meek. 

****** 

The  youth  choir  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Amorey,  Miss.,  will 
present  a  musical  program  at  Trinity 
Church,  Alexandria,  on  Sunday  evening, 
August  11. 

****** 

The  following  is  reported  from  Trinity 
Church  Bulletin,  Shreveport  (the  Rev. 
Tom  A.  Wilson,  pastor): 

“Two  teen-agers  grew  up  in  Dallas, 
Tex.,  both  rough  and  troublesome.  A 
faithful  Sunday  School  teacher  contacted 
one  of  them  every  week  for  a  year. 
Another  Sunday  School  teacher  felt  they 
did  not  need  that  type  of  boy  in  his  class. 
The  first  lad  was  saved  and  is  now  the 
Secretary  of  Evangelism  in  the  Florida 
Baptist  Convention.  The  other  lad 
assassinated  President  John  F.  Kennedy. 
How  important  is  Sunday  School?  Write 
your  own  answer!” 

Death  Notice: 

Mrs.  Leroy  Fields 

Mrs.  LeRoy  Fields,  (Georgia  Anna 
Foster)  widow  of  the  late  Rev.  LeRoy 
Fields,  member  of  the  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference,  died  last  week.  Funeral  services 
were  held  at  the  Hartzell-Mt.  Zion 
Church,  Slidell,  July  23,  conducted  by  the 
Reverends  O.  W.  Christopher  and  Don 
Avery. 

During  her  lifetime  as  the  wife  of  the 
Reverend  Mr.  Fields,  Mrs.  Fields  was  a 
dedicated  Christian  serving  a  number  of 
Conference  churches,  among  them 
Hartzell-Mt.  Zion  charge.  The  late 
Reverend  Fields  also  served  as  a  District 
Superintendent,  and  retired  from  the 
First  Street  Church  in  New  Orleans  in 
1961. 

studying." 

The  Rev.  Bob  Parrott,  a  native  of 
Natchitoches  and  a  graduate  of  North¬ 
western  State  University,  also  par¬ 
ticipated  in  the  conversation  group.  He  is 
now  the  Wesley  Foundation  Director  at 
the  University  of  Tennessee,  Knoxville. 
Mr.  Parrott  formerly  served  in  this 
capacity  at  USL  and  LSU. 

Mr.  Fuller  points  up  the  value  of  the 
experience  at  Drew,  a  similar  meeting 
has  been  scheduled  for  May,  1975. 


Around  Our  Conference  I 


In  a  series  entitled  “New  Dimensions 
in  Worship!”  at  First  Church,  Alexan¬ 
dria,  the  reported  average  attendance  in¬ 
crease  for  the  month  of  July  was  20%. 
The  Rev.  Harvey  Williamson,  pastor, 
used  the  essence  and  media  of  worship, 
as  well  as  its  meaning,  as  a  basis  for  the 
messages. 

Haynesville  Church  held  its  revival 
this  week,  with  the  Rev.  Cleburne 
Quaid,  pastor  of  First  Church,  Homer, 
serving  as  guest  preacher.  The  Rev.  Lael 
S.  Jones  is  pastor  of  Haynesville- 
Shongaloo  charge. 

****** 

Ladies  of  First  Church,  Amite, 
recently  had  a  “spiritual  outing”  at  Su- 
Nan  Farm.  The  day-long  event  provided 
opportunity  for  sharing  in  music, 
meditation,  recreation  and  fellowship. 


The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  David  Felder  of 
Trinity  Church,  Alexandria,  have  an¬ 
nounced  the  marriage  of  their  daughter 
Dorothy  and  Thomas  Kimball  on  July  20 
in  Morningside  Church,  Shreveport.* 
****** 

Dr.  W.  D.  Boddie,  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Monroe,  has  returned  to  his 
pulpit  after  an  absence  of  several  weeks, 
during  which  time  he  underwent  cataract 
surgery. 

****** 

Palestine  Church,  Pineville,  cele¬ 
brated  a  folk  communion  service, 
“Tumbling  Walls,”  on  July  14.  Folk 
songs,  ancient  and  modern  were  used. 
Music  was  directed  by  Dennis  Pauley, 
with  Evelyn  Hernandez,  organist,  and 
Mark  Cole,  guitarist.  The  Rev.  C. 
Richard  Hoffpauir  is  pastor  of  Palestine- 
Bethel  charge. 


Wesley  Foundation  At  Maplewood 


A  group  of  Wesley  Foundation  students 
from  Louisiana  Tech  led  the  worship 
services  at  Maplewood  Church  on  July 
14.  Five  students  spoke  before  the 
congregation,  and  the  group  provided 
special  music. 

Using  as  the  sermon  theme  “Life  Style 
Of  A  Christian  Student,”  the  message 
was  brought  by  the  following  students: 


Cynthia  Crosby,  who  spoke  on  “Faith;” 
Carroll  Spell  discussed  “Prayer;”  Chip 
Henry’s  contribution  was  on 
‘  Evangelism;”  Glenna  Kelly  explored 
"Service;”  and  the  Rev.  Bill  Stokes, 
Wesley  Foundation  Director,  sum¬ 
marized  the  message. 

Pastor  of  Maplewood  church  is  the 
Rev.  Tom  O.  Crosby. 


Wesley  Foundation  students  from  Louisiana  Tech  are  shown  with  the  Rev.  Tom  O. 
Crosby,  pastor,  and  the  Rev.  Bill  Stokes,  Wesley  Foundation  director,  in  front  of 
Maplewood  church. 


PAGE  2 


Editorials 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 

.;.%ssv.ss*.v.v.v.v.v.v.v.v.v.*.v.v.v....^ 


AUGUST  2. 1974 


A  vision  for  l lie  «•  Imre li 


Current  events  in  historical  perspective: 
rays  of  hope  for  Western  Civilization 


Seldom  in  the  history  of  this  country 
have  events  of  such  momentous  import 
come  together  as  last  week’s  Supreme 
court  decision  on  executive  privilege, 
President  Nixon’s  response  to  it,  and  the 
House  Judiciary  Committee's  open 
debate  regarding  impeachment. 

On  the  surface,  the  confrontation  was 
between  our  nation’s  three,  supposedly 
co-equal,  branches  of  government.  It  was 
a  classic  textbook  example  of  the 
“balance  of  powers”  in  action. 

At  a  deeper  level,  the  judgments 
rendered,  and  their  implications,  offer  a 
welcome  ray  of  hope  for  the  long-term 
survival  of  this  republic  and  what  we 
know  as  Western  Civilization. 

In  no  simple  sense  can  America  be 
identified  as  “a  Christian  nation."  One 
needs  only  to  read  the  daily  newspapers 
or  view  fhe  news  on  television  to  re¬ 
cognize  how  different  American  society 
is  from  the  Biblical  vision  of  God’s 
Kingdom  on  earth. 

Indirectly,  though,  our  nation’s  Con¬ 
stitution  represents  an  attempt  by  18th 
century  visionaries  to  shape  a  system  of 
government  around  many  of  the  highest 
ideals  of  the  Christian  faith  and  of  the 
Galillean  carpenter  from  whom  our  faith 
derives.  Within  this  land,  every  person  — 
no  matter  how  great  or  lowly  —  is 
guaranteed  certain  inalienable  rights, 
including  the  right  to  life,  liberty  and  the 
pursuit  of  happiness.  The  American 
system,  with  its  balance  of  powers, 
eliminates  the  possibility  of  a  King  who 
stands  above  the  law  by  virtue  of  “divine 
right.”  Instead,  the  people  of  America 
elect  their  own  leaders  —  leaders  whose 
responsibility  it  is  to  maintain  and 
safeguard  the  rights  of  the  people  from 
all  forms  of  tyranny. 

That  balance  in  America’s  system  has 
been  threatened  in  recent  decades  by  an 
increasing  concentration  of  power  in  the 
Executive  Branch.  In  several  respects  — 
most  notably  in  relation  to  our  military 
involvement  in  Indo-China  —  the  im¬ 
balance  became  acute  during  the 
Johnson  Administration.  During  the 
Nixon  Administration,  the  imbalance  has 
developed  to  hyperbolic  proportions, 
with  persons  in  the  Executive  Branch 
willfully  engaging  in  illegal  activities  and 
abusing  the  rights  of  individual  citizens 
under  the  cloak  of  “national  security,” 
and  refusing  to  be  rendered  accountable 
to  the  other  Branches  on  the  basis  of 
“executive  privilege.” 

In  face  of  these  abuses.  Judge  Sirica 
and  members  of  the  Supreme  Court  are 
to  be  commended  for  exercising  their 
Constitutional  responsibilities  in  a  clear 
and  courageous  manner.  The  unanimous 
ruling  of  the  Supreme  Court  that  Mr. 
Nixon’s  responsibility  to  provide 

Straight  answers 
needed  about  CWS 

Will  someone  please  give  the  church 
some  straight  answers  regarding  the 
firing  of  James  McCracken  as  head  of 
Church  World  Service,  the  relief  arm  of 
the  National  Council  of  Churches? 

Initially,  we  were  told  that  his 
dismissal  stemmed  from  basic 
philosophical  differences  with  the 
agencies’  governing  committee  and  its 
top  executive  (TM/  UMR,  June28) . 

That  explanation  was  subsequently 
contradicted  by  the  assurance  that  there 
will  be  “no  policy  changes”  in  Church 
World  Service’s  operation  (TM/  UMR, 
July  26). 

The  efforts  of  Church  World  Service  to 
channel  food,  clothing  and  supplies  to 
starving  and  disaster-struck  people 
throughout  the  world  is  surely  one  of  the 
NCC’s  most  important  and  widely  sup¬ 
ported  endeavors. 

All  who  have  a  stake  in  this  relief 
agency  are  entitled  to  a  more  adequate 
explanation  of  this  personnel  change  and 
the  changes  in  policy  it  may  represent 
than  those  given  to  date. 


relevant  information  outweighs  his 
general  claim  of  executive  privilege, 
provides  a  hopeful  signal  that  our 
Judicial  Branch  is  more  committed  to 
justice  under  the  law  than  to  any  set  of 
political  loyalties  or  pressures. 

Given  the  Court’s  decision,  we  may  be 
grateful  that  President  Nixon  indicated, 
almost  immediately,  that  he  would 
comply  with,  rather  than  defy,  the 
Court’s  order  to  surrender  additional 
information. 

The  tone  of  the  House  Judiciary 
Committee’s  debate  and  the  way  the 
committee  reached  its  decision  to 
recommend  impeachment  are  also  a 
credit  to  our  Legislative  Branch  of 
government.  Following  a  period  during 
which  many  partisan  otatements  and 
charges  were  made,  partisanship  took  an 
obvious  backseat  as  the  committee’s 
members  agonized  over  the  evidence, 
expressed  their  views,  and  then  voted 
their  consciences. 

Regardless  of  the  final  outcome  of  the 
impeachment  proceedings  in  the  House, 
and  perhaps  in  the  Senate,  we  believe  the 
present  trauma  our  nation  and  its 
citizens  are  undergoing  will  have  a 
cleansing  effect  on  our  body  politic  — 
provided  our  elected  representatives  are 
able  to  maintain  their  present  stance  of 
weighing  the  evidence  and  the  issues, 
and  then  making  what  they  believe  to  be 
the  right  decisions. 

Some  persons  believe  that  a  decision  to 
impeach  a  President  for  any  reason  is 
inherently  wrong  because  it  will 
“weaken  the  Presidency.”  We  believe 
that  a  decision  not  to  impeach  a 
President,  if  the  evidence  warrants 
impeachment,  would  place  the  individual 
holding  that  office  above  the  law  — 
thereby  increasing  the  likelihood  of  our 
representative  government,  and  its 
balance  of  powers,  being  replaced  by 
some  form  of  totalitarian  rule. 

Given  America’s  role  as  the  world’s 
most  powerful  model  of  representative 
government,  the  shakiness  of  most  of  the 
other  representative  governments  in  the 
world,  and  the  fact  that  most  of  the 
world’s  people  are  ruled  today  by  one 
form  of  totalitarian  government  or 
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another,  the  survival  of  America  and  its 
system  of  government  is  of  monumental 
importance  to  all  who  believe  that  all 
human  beings  are  entitled  to  basic 
freedoms  within  the  context  of  a  just 
system  of  law. 

Christian  citizens  in  America  have  a 
special  responsibility  during  this  period 
of  history.  We  must  continually  remind 
ourselves  and  others  that  our  ultimate 
loyalty  does  not  belong  to  one  man,  to  any 
one  branch  of  government,  or  to  any  one 
party  or  ideology.  Our  first  loyalty 
belongs  to  God  and  to  His  will  and  way 
for  our  lives,  and  the  lives  of  our  neigh¬ 
bors  here  and  around  the  world.  The 
security  derived  from  that  commitment 
should  outweigh  whatever  anxiety  and 
uncertainty  we  feel  in  the  present 
situation. 

Further,  we  should  recognize  that 
America’s  system  of  government  lends 
itself  as  well  or  better  than  any  other  to 
providing  the  opportunity  for  abundant 
human  life  for  all  its  citizens.  Whatever 
the  outcome  of  the  current  crisis  in  the 
nation,  we  should  individually  dedicate 
ourselves  anew  to  working  within  our 
system  of  government— to  the  end  that 
American  society  may  become  as  nearly 
as  is  possible  a  reflection  of  God’s 
Kingdom  on  earth. 


Bishops’  Call  explained  and  offered 
as  a  challenge  to  all  Christians 


“Most  effective  sermon  on  caring  for  the 
needy  you  ever  preached.  I’d  say!” 


By  RALPH  E.  DODGE 
For  me  the  “Bishops’  Call  for  Peace 
and  the  Self- Development  of  Peoples”  is 
actually  five  calls  condensed  into  a  single 
Call.  First,  it  is  a  call  for  peace.  Peace 
means  different  things  to  different 
people.  Peace  may  mean  an  inner 
tranquility  because  one  has  established  a 
satisfying  relationship  to  God  as  his 
Creator.  For  others  peace  may  mean  the 
cessation  of  armed  conflict,  the  ter¬ 
mination  of  physical  violence.  Peace  as 
we  j^e  JMjLjth£_jCall-raeans  a  com¬ 
bination  of  both  of  these  things;  it  is 
establishing  a  satisfactory  relationship 
not  only  with  the  Divine,  but  also 
establishing  a  creative  and  harmonious 
relationship  with  one’s  fellow  men.  Thus, 
the  Call  for  Peace  means  both  inner 
tranquility  and  outer  harmony. 

Secondly,  the  Call  is  for  self¬ 
development.  We  recognize  that  Jesus 
came  into  the  world  that  people  might 
have  life,  and  have  it  more  abundantly. 
At  the  same  time,  we  recognize  that 
there  are  millions  and  millions  of  people 
in  the  world  who  are  struggling 
desperately  for  existence.  We  are  aware 
of  the  wide  and  increasing  gap  between 
the  affluent  and  the  depressed  people  in 
our  woridrWe-are~consCibUs  of  the  fact 
that,  because  of  certain  existing  con¬ 
ditions  of  domination  and  exploitation,  it 
is  impossible  for  the  under-privileged  to 
attain  anything  like  a  more  abundant 
life.  Therefore  the  Call  stresses  the 
importance  for  all  people  to  come  to  their 
highest  potential  as  human  beings  in  a 
world  society. 

We  need  a  global  consciousness 
In  the  third  place,  if  there  is  going  to  be 
peace  and  proportionate  development  in 
the  world,  a  global  consciousness  must 
be  created.  People  everywhere  have  a 
tendency  to  limit  their  interests  to  those 
of  their  own  class,  their  own  nationality, 
their  own  group.  The  Call  for  Peace  and 
Self-Development  is  a  call  for  a  world 
sensitivity ;  there  can  never  be  peace  or 
widespread  self-development  until  we 
think  in  global  terms.  People  who  live  in 
the  drought-stricken  areas  of  Africa 


Bishop  Dodge 


“Visions  for  the  church”  is  a 
continuing  series  of  messages  from 
church  leaders  at  the  national  and 
annual  conference  levels  to 
TM/  UMR  readers. 

This  week’s  contributor  is  Bishop 
Ralph  E.  Dodge,  the  new  Executive 
Coordinator  of  the  Bishops’  Call  for 
Peace  and  the  Self-Development  of 
Peoples.  Bishop  Dodge  may  be 
contacted  for  further  information  at 
Route  11,  Box  485,  Springfield, 
Missouri  65803. 


must  become  as  real  to  us  as  our  buddies 
on  the  golf  course.  We  must  come  to  a 
realization  that  God  so  loved  the  world 
that  He  gave  His  Son,  that  Christianity  is 
a  world  religion,  and  that  our  own 
Methodist  heritage  is  derived  from  both 
the  New  Testament  and  John  Wesley’s 
insistence  that  the  world  was  his  parish. 
It  is  only  when  we  see  people  as  in¬ 
dividuals  for  whom  Christ  died,  and 
people  of  different  colors,  different 
cultures  as  our  brothers  and  sisters,  that 
we  can  hope  for  peace,  or  expect  creative 
self-development.  Therefore,  the 
Bishops’  Call  is  an  urgent  call  for  global 
human  sensitivity,  without  which  the 
cross  becomes  nothing  more  than  a  class 
or  tribal  charm  and  has  no  meaning  in 
world  redemption. 

Change  is  a  necessity 
The  Bishops’  Call  i^an  insistence  on 
change,  and  change  ite  something  to 
which  most  of  us  are  opposed.  No 
cultural  pattern,  not  even  the  American 
way  of  life,  is  completely  harmonious 
with  the  Kingdom  of  God.  If  justice  and 
righteousness  are  to  prevail  in  the  world, 
then  changes  have  to  take  place  in  all 
cultures,  including  our  own.  Contrary  to 
much  wishful  thinking  among  the  af¬ 
fluent,  the  under-privileged  peoples  of 
the  world  are  NOT  satisfied  with  their 
impoverishment.  Because  of  modern 
technology  in  communications,  prac¬ 
tically  all  people  of  the  world  are  aware 


Reporting  of  ‘resignation’  at  SMU  lauded 


To  the  Editor: 

Thanks  for  your  excellent  article  on 
“SMU  President’s  ouster  detailed” 
(TM/  UMR,  July  19).  Your  usual 
thorough  and  clear  statement! 

I  was  shocked  and  disappointed  when  I 
firsLheard  the  news  of  Dr.  Paul.  Hardin’s 
resignation.  Dr.  Hardin’s  speech  at 
General  Conference  gave  me  a  dash  of 
new  hope  and  encouragement  for  the  role 
of  the  church  in  higher  education.  His 
freshness,  vigor  and  imagination  inspire 
a  positive  response  from  the  grassroots. 

In  an  age  when  an  international  oil 
cartel  shapes  the  U.S.  foreign  policy  in 
relation  to  the  Mid-East  .  .  .and  big 
business  collaborates  in  the  corruption  of 
the  executive  branch  of  our  federal 
government  .  .  .  this  covert  and  un¬ 
derhanded  style  of  management  that 
ousted  President  Hardin  is  another 
example  of  the  failure  of  big  business  to 
act  responsibly  on  behalf  of  the  general 
good  of  others! 

The  time  has  come  for  the  church  to 
fish  or  cut  bait! 

We  either  turn  over  the  management  of 
SMU  to  Dallas  businessmen  and  with¬ 
draw  our  name  from  the  school;  or,  the 
Board  of  Trustees  must  begin  to  function 
responsibly  on  behalf  of  United 
Methodists  in  the  South  Central 
Jurisdiction.  Jack  D  Heacock 

Austin,  Texas 

Tliaiili*  for  ill e  details 

To  the  Editor: 

After  reading  your  very  fine  insightful 
article  concerning  the  ouster  of  Southern 
Methodist  University’s  president,  I 
wanted  to  congratulate  you  on  the  very 
fine  piece  of  work.  I  had  had  many 
questions  on  this  and  your  article  gave 
me  a  great  many  details,  as  well  as  some 
of  the  emotional  flavor  that  is  involved. 

Chet  Osborn 

Wichita,  Kansas 

Those  really  loyal  to  SML 
should  support  the  Trustees 
To  the  Editor: 

Your  story  about  President  Hardin’s 
“resignation”  was  a  model  of  “in¬ 
vestigative  reporting”  and  your  editorial 
on  our  constitutional  crisis  here  at  SMU 
was  right  on  target  (TM/  UMR,  July  19). 
The  central  issue  is  focused  on  that 
provision  of  the  university’s  Charter  and 
By-Laws,  in  which  the  office  of  the 
presidency  is  clearly  placed  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  and 
not  the  Board  of  Governors.  Many  of  us 
regard  the  manner  of  President  Hardin’s 
forced  resignation  as  a  usurpation  of  that 
jurisdiction  by  the  Board  of  Governors.  If 
Hardin  had  to  go  (and  that  obviously  was 
controversial),  almost  anybody  with  any 
academic  finesse  at  all  could  have  found 
a  less  damaging,  more  constructive  way 
to  have  managed  it.  Far  deeper, 
however,  is  the  issue  as  to  who  controls 
the  president’s  office  and  who  ought  to, 
under  the  Charter  and  By-Laws.  This  in 
turn  will  decide  how  Hardin’s  successor 
may  be  chosen  and  how  he/  she  will  be 
supervised  and  assessed  in  his/  her 
performance  in  that  office.  No  educator 
who  would  be  acceptable  to  any  self- 
respecting  faculty  would  ever  hire  out  to 
governors  on  their  terms  of  arbitrary 
good  pleasure.  SMU  has  never  had  a 
hireling  president  and  must  never  have. 
What  this  adds  up  to,  as  I  see  it,  is  a 


question  as  to  how  the  Board  of  Trustees 
may  now  reclaim  their  defaulted  rights 
and  responsibilities.  This  will  be  decided, 
in  large  part,  by  the  agenda  which  will  be 
prepared  for  the  proposed  special  .session 
of  that  Board,  come  September*  (Any 
such  agenda  ought,  as  a  matter  of  course, 
to  be  drawn  up  in  consultation  with  all 
concerned  parties  (trustees,  governors, 
faculty,  students,  constituents,  etc.),  but 
its  control,  from  first  to  last,  must  be  in 
the  hands  of  the  Trustees.  Otherwise,  we 
will  continue  at  the  mercy  of  those  who 
showed  scant  mercy  to  Paul  Hardin. 

All  of  which  means  that  this  next 
Trustees  meeting  will  be  their  most 
crucial  one  since  our  integration  crisis, 
long  ago.  Those  Methodist  folk  who  are 
really  loyal  to  SMU  and  who  want  to  aid 
the  larger  cause  of  Christian  higher 
education  may  do  so  by  actively  sup¬ 
porting  their  elected  Trustees  in  their 
efforts  to  recover  the  proper  balance  of 
powers  within  the  university  and  its 
governance  and  to  hold  them  ac¬ 
countable  if  they  should  fail  (which  God 
forbid ! ) 

Albert  C.  Outler 

Dallas,  Texas 

Article  and  editorial  on 
SM U  situation  unfair 
To  the  Editor: 

As  an  active  member  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  for  many  years  and  a  member 
of  the  Board  of  Governors  since  it  was 
created  a  few  years  ago,  I  have  a 
considerable  knowledge  of  SMU  affairs, 
and  the  people  concerned  with  its  opera¬ 
tion  including  trustees,  governors, 
administration,  and  faculty.  The  implica¬ 
tion  of  your  July  19  article  and  editorial 
of,  “a  shoddy  power  play,”  is  unfair.  I 
have  never  worked  with  a  more  dedi¬ 
cated  group  of  people,  all  with  one  aim  in 
mind  of  having  and  maintaining  the 
finest  university  possible.  We  are 
fortunate  that  some  of  the  dedicated 
people  giving  much  of  their  time  to  SMU 
affairs  also  do  contribute  a  substantial 
amount  of  money.  Certainly  there  can  be 
nothing  wrong  with  people  of  means 
contributing  substantial  money  to  causes 
in  which  they  believe. 

The  Board  of  Governors  in  effect 
serves  as  an  Executive  Committee  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees.  The  Board  of 
Governors  meets  monthly  except  in  the 
summer  and  devotes  a  lot  of  time  to  the 
miscellaneous  problems  of  running  a 
great  university.  It  would  be  impossible 
for  the  Board  of  Trustees  to  operate  in 
that  capacity.  The  Board  of  Governors  is 
elected  by  the  Board  of  Trustees  and 
responsible  to  that  body. 

C.  A.  Tatum,  Chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees,  and  Ed  Cox,  Chairman  of  the 
Board  of  Governors  are  two  of  the  most 
dedicated  friends  SMU  has  ever  had  and 
we  need  more  like  them.  I  hope  that  the 
insinuations  being  made  will  not  cause 
them  to  lose  their  ardor  for  SMU.  It  had 
been  hoped  that  the  matter  could  be 
handled  quietly  and  without  damage  to 
Paul  Hardin  or  SMU.  It  was  planned  to 
have  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Trustees 
as  soon  as  possible  to  set  in  motion  the 
machinery  for  obtaining  a  president, 
which  meeting  has  no\y  been  set  for  late 
September.  In  the  meantime  SMU  is  in 
good  solid  hands  with  Willis  Tate  at  the 
helm.  Let’s  all  do  what  we_can  to 
generate  goodwill  so  that  Paul  Hardin 
nor  SMU  will  be  unduly  hurt.  You  might 


like  to  know  that  everyone  I  have  known 
in  SMU  affairs  is  proud  of  its  name  and 
its  strong  connection  with  the  Methodist 
Church.  Floyd  B.  James 

Ruston,  Louisiana 

Your  leadership  deserves  , 
fa  r  ora  h  le  reeogu  it  ion 
To  the  Editor:  ~— 

Please  let  us  express  our  most  earnest 
appreciation  to  the  TM/  UMR  for  its 
courageous  leadership  in  publishing 
news  objectively  and  promoting  open 
expression  of  different  points  of  view. 

An  especial  point  of  emphasis  was  your 
recent  disclosure  of  the  firing  of  SMU 
President,  Dr.  Paul  Hardin. 

Whatever  emerges  from  this,  you 
deserve  favorable  recognition  for 
bringing  the  matter  into  the  open. 

Helen  and  Carl  M.  White 
Tulsa,  Oklahoma 

Resolution  of  SML  situation 
concerns  the  whole  church 
To  the  Editor: 

As  I  read  the  article  on  Dr.  Hardin’s 
ouster  as  president  of  SMU,  I  am  lead  to 
believe  that  how  the  Trustees  resolve  the 
problem  is  the  concern  of  the  whole 
church. 

One  overriding  issue  is:  did  a  small 
group  of  men  conspire  to  mislead  the 
Board  of  Trustees?  No  one  can  act  as  a 
mediator  who  does  not  place  his  or  her 
personal  integrity  on  the  line  as  the  price 
for  insuring  that  what  is  said  is  true. 
Whenever  a  man  or  a  small  group 
attempts  to  mediate  between  two  parties 
and  misleads  one  or  both  parties,  then 
that  mediator  must  bear  the  loss  of  his 
integrity. 

If  the  Board  of  Trustees  at  SMU 
discerns  that  some  one  person  or  group  of 
persons  acted  as  a  mediator  and  con¬ 
sciously  mislead  one  or  both  parties  at 
any  time,  then  the  Trustees  must  dismiss 
such  persons.  Universities  need  men  of 
integrity;  they  die  without  them.  SMU 
will  be  no  exception. 


Article  on  " Hooker's 
con  t  en  t ion  criticized 
To  the  Editor: 

The  Prairie  Chapel  United  Methodist 
congregation  felt  a  need  to  register  a 
protest  to  an  article  regarding  the 
“hooker-’s  ^-convention,’ ’  which  was*  in 
your  paper  dated  July  12, 1974.  This  was 
very  upsetting  because  it  is  against  God’s 
teachings.  A  situation  such  as  this  puts 
all  Methodists  in  the  position  of  sup¬ 
porting  such  meetings.  We  would  like  for 
it  to  be  known  we  are  very  much  against 
such  meetings  in  our  church,  or  any  other 
church,  for  that  matter,  as  we  are  also 
against  homosexuals  being  married  in 
the  church  and  all  “gay  activities.”  The 
Lord  never  turned  his  back  on  such 
people,  but  he  did  give  them  the  right 
advice  and  told  them  to  sin  no  more. 

By  permitting  such  a  gathering,  we  are 
telling  them  to  continue  in  sin.  We  do  not 
need  any  more  things  to  degrade  our 
Methodist  beliefs.  We  are  suffering 
enough  already. 

A  minister  and  a  congregation  that 
would  support  such  a  thing,  should,  we 
believe,  take  another  look  at  what  is 
happening  to  our  Methodist  heritage,  and 
also  to  re-examine  whether  they  are 
really  following  the  whole  Book  of  God, 
or  just  what  suits  their  fancy. 

Thank  you  for  letting  Us  state  our 
feelings.  official  Board 

Prairie  Chapel  Church 
Bethany,  Missouri 


of  the  conditions  under  which  other 
people  live;  the  “have-nots”  of  the  world 
will  never  be  satisfied  until  they  them¬ 
selves  acquire  those  things  which  are 
necessary  for  a  creative  life.  In  stark 
reality,  this  means  that  the  process  of 
sharing  the  abundance  of  God’s  creation 
among  the  affluent  and  the  impoverished 
must  take  place  at  a  more  rapid  pace 
than  it  is  at  the  present  time. 

Denis  Goulet,  in  a  very  remarkable 
book,  “The  Cruel  Choice,”  says  that 
there  is  a  cruel  decision  which  the  af¬ 
fluent  of  the  world  must  make:  either 
they  choose  voluntary  austerity  out  of 
love  and  compassion  for  the  under¬ 
privileged,  or  (in  order  to  save  their  own 
skins)  they  must  choose  the  probability 
of  world  revolution.  This  is  a  choice 
which  we  cannot  avoid.  In  the  business 
and  industrial  world,  the  ideals  of  a 
materialistic  society  with  its  goals  of 
maximum  profits  must  be  replaced  with 
a  goal  of  maximum  concern  for  persons. 
In  other  words,  human  values  must  take 
priority  over  material  ones,  and  this 
means  a  change  in  our  way  of  life. 

Lastly,  4he-€aH-is- a  challenge  te-« 
deeper  commitment  to  Jesus  Christ,  and 
to  the  Gospel  which  He  proclaimed. 
Jesus,  in  giving  the  parable  of  the  Good 
Samaritan,  committed  His  followers  of 
all  times  and  in  all  places  when  He  said  to 
them,  “Go  and  do  thou  likewise.”  A  true 
Christian  always  considers  the  needs  of 
individuals,  even  though  they  may  be  of 
another  national  or  cultural  background. 
Paul,  in  writing  to  the  church  in  Rome, 
urged  the  Christians  of  his  generation  to 
be  transformed  through  the  power  of  the 
Gospel,  rather  than  to  conform  passively 
to  the  society  around  them.  There  is  still 
need  for  transformation,  and  there  is  still 
power  within  the  Gospel  for  its 
realization.  Mark  reports  Jesus  as 
saying,  “If  any  man  would  come  after 
me,  let  him  deny  himself,  take  up  his 
cross  and  follow  me.”  The  cross  is  still 
the  symbol  of  the  Christian  life,  and  if 
there  is  to  be  peace  in  the  world,  and  if  all 
people  are  to  come  into  their  maximum 
creativity  which  Christ  desires  and 
which  He  is  prepared  to  give  with  the 
cooperation  of  His  other  children,  then 
our  commitment  to  Him  and  to  the 
Gospel  must  be  deep  and  abiding. 

How  may  local  congregations 
respond? 

In  order  to  help  local  congregations  in 
the  implementation  of  the  Bishops’  Call 
for  Peace  and  the  Self-Development  of 
Peoples,  considerable  time  has  been 
spent  during  the  first  two  ^yearfe  of  the 
quadrennium  under  the  leadership  of 
Bishop  John  Wesley  Lord,  in  working 
through  the  established  agencies  of  the 
church  to  prepare  for  its  im¬ 
plementation.  Select  professors  from  the 
theological  schools  have  been  meeting  to 
discuss  the  whole  question  of  the 
“theology  of  under-development.”  The 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Over¬ 
seas  Relief  has  kept  before  us  the  needs 
of  the  under-nourished  and  the  under¬ 
privileged  of  the  world.  The  adult 
curriculum  catalogue  now  carries  a 
leaders’  guide  for  use  in  the  local  church, 
and  increasingly,  more  material  will  be 
found  in  the  various  publications  of  the 
church. 

The  staff  of  the  Bishops’  Call  is  limited 
to  two  individuals  who  are  available,  in 
so  far  as  their  time  permits,  for  meetings 
on  an  area,  conference,  district  or  even 
on  a  local  church  basis.  But  if  the  Call  is 
to  be  heard  widely,  it  must  be  proclaimed 
from  all  the  pulpits  of  the  land,  and  to 
that  end,  we  urge  all  pastors  to  do  that 
which  the  1938  discipline  of  the  former 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South 
stipulated,  i.e.  preach  on  PEACE  at  least 
once  a  year. 


tiM 


.  .  Johp  W«  McNaugbton 
1  Webberville,  Michigan 


We* re  indebted  to  you 
for  exploring  the  facts 
To  the  Editor: 

We  are  indebted  to  you  for  exploring 
the  "resignation”  of  Dr.  Paul  Hardin  of 
Southern  Methodist  University.  You  did  a 
good  job  in  reporting  this.  I  feel  that  all 
United  Methodists  should  know  the  facts. 
Your  endeavor  to  present  the  facts  to  the 
member  of  this  great  church  should  add 
strength  to  the  support  of  our  institutions 
of  higher  education. 

I  was  extremely  disappointed  when  I 
first  heard  that  Dr.  Paul  Hardin  had 
resigned.  I  personally  felt  that  he  was  the 
“man-of-the-hour”  and  that  he  was  fully 
capable  of  giving  the  kind  of  leadership 
for  Southern  Methodist  University  which 
it  needed  at  this  time. 

H.  Noel  Bryant 
Wichita  Falls,  Texas 

You  did  wliul  you  should 

To  the  Editor: 

I  have  just  read  your  SMU  story  in  the 
July  19  issue  of  TM/  UMR. 

Congratulations  —  this  is  what  good 
church  journalism  (or  any  kind  of 
journalism)  should  do  and  so  seldom 
^0€S-  Arthur  J.  Moore 

New  York,  New  York 


Classified 

Rate:  25c  per  word,  figure  or  Initial  per  In¬ 
sertion.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on 
contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  In  advance.  Minimum  charge  of  $8.25 
Service  charge  or  blind  ads  $1.00  per  Insertion. 

HOMEPARENTS  NEEDED  for  child  care. 
These  are  full  time  positions  for  married 
couples  with  no  dependents.  In  addition  to 
salary,  we  provide  meals,  laundry  service, 
living  quarters  while  l>n  duty,  sick  leaver  also 

EMPLOYED  CHRISTIAN  LADY  will  share 
Houston  suburban  borne  with  same  or  retired. 
Private  bath,  garage  space.  Non-smoker.  $125 
month.  (713)  353-7339,  evenings. 

available.  Applicants  must  be  non-smokers, 
non-drinkers,  high  school  graduate,  preferably 
with  college  training.  These  positions  can 
provide  very  rewarding  experiences.  Please 
contact  the  personnel  Department,  Methodist 
Home,  1111  Herring  Ave.,  Waco,  Texas  76706. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  AND  CHILDREN'S 

Jacksonville,  Florida.  Salary  determined  by 
experience  and  ability  of  person  selected. 
Write:  Rev.  Robert  Boggs,  Southslde  United 
Methodist  Church.  3120  Hendricks  Ave., 
Jacksonville.  Fla.  32207. 

HOLY  LAND,  EGYPT.  TURKEY  —  Four 
days  Greek  Isles  Cruise.  17  days  from  Dallas, 

N.  Y..  October  5.  First  Class.  Call  or  write  for 
brochure:  Bess  Loudermllk,  3339  Milton. 
Dallas.  Texas  75205.  Phone  (214)  363-2692.  | 

SPIRITUAL  GROWTH  GROUPS  guide  self 

understanding  and  spiritual  development.  For 
free  Information  or  $5.00  leader  packet,  write: 
Spiritual  Growth  Foundation,  231S-50th.  Suite 

1,  Lubbock,  Texas  79*12. 

FANTASTIC  WOMANHOOD!  This  book  on  the 
women’s  liberation  movement  examines 
feminism  from  a  Christian  viewpoint.  The 
Inspiring  story  of  women's  struggle  for 
equality  from  Biblical  times  to  the  present  Is 

WANTED:  Director  Religious  Education. 
Twenty  hour  week.  Salary  based  on  education 

the  Church's  role  In  this  drama.  $3.95.  Winona 
Publishers.  RL  1,  Box  7 IF,  Plano.  Texas  75074. 

Church,  Boca  Raton,  Fla.  33432. 

FOR  SALE:  Beautiful  two-bedroom  home  in 

CHARTERS  -  TOURS  -CRUISES  -  SPECIAL 
EVENTS  -  SPORTS.  Leaders  In  group 
values — worldwide.  Free  films,  brochures. 
Information,  reservations.  Transcontinental 

yard,  porch  and  Florida  room.  Perfect  con¬ 
dition.  furnished,  move  right  In.  $27,500.  Rev. 
William  Bland lng,  1330-13th  Ave.  N..  St. 
Petersburg.  Fla.  33705. 

77027.  (713) -626-6300. 

ORGANIST- ASSISTANT  DIRECTOR  position 

A  UNIQUE  OPPORTUNITY.  A  successful 
retired  salesman  or  minister  to  represent  one 
at  America's  fastest  growing  religious  radio 

church  located  In  Dallas-Ft.  Worth  area. 
Contact:  Position.  Box  1078,  Dallas,  Texas 
75221. 

Income  potential.  If  Interested,  write, 
Methodist  Hour,  Box  77.  Orlando.  Florida 

32802 

WANTED:  Choir  Director  and  Organist. 
Please  call  (214)  352-9455.  St.  Luke’s  United 
Methodist  Church,  2408  Gilford  St.,  Dallas, 

PREGNANT?  UNMARRIED?  Give  your  baby 

Texas  75235.  !J 

a  home  and  a  chance  at  life!  The  Methodist 
Mission  Home  In  San  Antonio  offers  a  com¬ 
plete,  confidential  service  on  yoir  proolems. 

Good  living  situation,  warm  acceptance,  best 
medical  care,  expert  counseling  and  con¬ 
tinuing  high  school  education.  Call  or  write: 

Rev.  Harold  Burk  hard  t.  6487  Whitby  Rd..  San 
Antonio.  Texas  78240.  Phone  (512)  696-2410. 

AMERICAN  STAINED  GLASS  INSTITUTE: 
Basic  to  advanced  Sept.  1-14.  Advanced  to 
professional  Sept.  15-29.  Room,  board  and 
;  tuition.  $494.  Workshop  at  fabulous  Ghost 

Ranch,  New  Mexico.  Very  few  vacancies  left. 

For  brochure,  write:  P.O.  Box  4605,  Santa  Fe, 
N.M.  87501.  or  phone  (505)  962-9961.  963-4825. 

Evangelicals  adopt ,  covenant 
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Lausanne  congress  defines  faith;  reaches  out  to  liberals 


LAUSANNE,  Switzerland  —  Evan¬ 
gelicals  here  from  150  countries  sur¬ 
prised  the  world  with  a  bold  statement  of 
belief  strongly  linking  social  action  with 
personal  evangelism  and  hinted  at  closer 
relationships  to  the  World  Council  of 
Churches. 

The  International  Congress  on  World 
Evangelism  concluded  a  week-long 
series  of  meetings  in  which  the  more  than 
3,000  participants  heard  leaders  from  all 
over  the  world  speak  to  a  variety  of 
issues. 

A  prominent  Methodist  of  Uruguay 
attending  the  congress,  Dr.  Emilio 
Castro,  welcomed  the  challenge  from 
evangelist  Billy  Graham  urging  the 
World  Council  to  open  itself  to  the  find¬ 
ings  of  the  Lausanne  Congress.  Dr. 
Castro  is  head  of  the  WCC’s  Commission 
on  World  Mission  and  Evangelism. 

Mr.  Graham,  who  was  honorary 
chairman  of  the  Lausanne  congress,  had 
urged  in  his  opening  address  that  the  1975 
WCC  General  Assembly  study  the 
Lausanne  Covenant  carefully  and 
prayerfully  “with  the  idea  of  adopting 
more  evangelical  concepts  of  evangelism 
and  missions.” 

Dr.  Castro  said  that  the  World  Council 
would  try  to  build  such  evangelical  input 
into  the  1975  Assembly.  He  reported  that 
Mr.  Graham  has  been  invited  to  par¬ 
ticipate  in  the  Assembly  scheduled  for 
Djakarta,  Indonesia. 

Noting  that  one  of  the  plenary  sessions 
of  the  1975  Assembly  will  be  devoted  to 
the  theme,  “So  the  world  may  believe,” 
Dr.  Castro  affirmed,  “We  are  trying  to 
emphasize  the  evangelical  dimension  in 
the  WCC.” 

The  Lausanne  Covenant,  signed  by 
1,972  participants,  emphasizes  the  basic 
evangelical  concerns  of  conservative 
Christians.  But  it  also  notes  the  need  for 
“justice  throughout  human  society.” 

One  paragraph  reads:  “Here,  too,  we 
express  penitence  both  for  our  neglect 
and  for  having  sometimes  regarded 
evangelism  and  social  concern  as 
mutually  exclusive  options.” 

The  five-person  committee  that 
drafted  the  Covenant  contained  three 
North  American  leaders,  one  of  whom  is 
Dr.  Leighton  Ford,  a  Canadian 
evangelist  and  brother-in-law  of  Billy 
Graham.  Dr.  Ford  in  a  recently 
published  book  sounded  the  call  for 
conservative  Christians  to  engage  more 
in  meeting  the  social  needs  of  people. 


North  American  Christians  who  had 
been  concerned  over  reports  that  African 
churches  were  in  favor  of  a  moratorium 
on  both  western  missionaries  and  funds 
breathed  easier. 

That  view,  espoused  primarily  by  John 
Gatu,  general  secretary  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  in  East  Africa,  was 
thoroughly  rejected  here  by  other 
African  evangelicals. 

East  Africa  leaders  representing 
Kenya,  Tanzania,  and  Uganda  met  with 
Mr.  Gatu  during  the  week  to  better  un¬ 
derstand  his  position.  Mr.  Gatu  pointed 
out  that  he  is  not  in  favor  of  an  immediate 
cessation  of  missionary  activity  and 
funds.  Neither  does  he  believe  that  such  a 
cessation,  should  it  occur  three  or  four 
years  from  now,  be  permanent. 

But  he  believes  that  the  African  church 
is  overly  dependent  upon  the  West  and 
that  if  Western  assistance  was  stopped 
for  a  while  it  would  force  Africans  to 
assume  new  responsibilities. 

Mr.  Gatu  strongly  emphasized  that  his 
views  were  personal  and  the  moratorium 
question  should  be  decided  by  the  African 
churches  themselves. 

Those  meeting  with  Mr.  Gatu  made  it 
clear  that  they  agreed,  in  principle,  with 
his  goal  of  a  stronger  African  church 
under  African  leadership.  But  they  felt  a 
moratorium,  however  temporary,  would 
cause  hurt  and  misunderstanding  among 
Americans  and  others  who  had  been 
sacrificially  giving  to  mission  causes. 

The  participants  heard  Malcolm 
Muggeridge,  noted  British  journalist, 
humorist  and  veteran  observer  of  the 
world  scene,  tell  them  that  Western 
civilization  is  in  an  advanced  stage  of 
decomposition. 

He  blamed  the  media,  especially 
television,  for  so  “accustoming  us  to  the 
gradual  deterioration  of  our  values  and 
our  circumstances”  that  another  dark 
age  may  have  already  begun  without 
anyone  noticing  it. 

In  many  respects,  said  the  former  U.S. 
correspondent  and  editor  of  the  “Man¬ 
chester  Guardian,”  crack-up  conditions 
are  more  conducive  to  the  understanding 
and  practice  of  the  Christian  religion 
than  ostensible  stability  and  prosperity. 
He  reminded  his  audience  that  an 
amazingly  successful  evangelism  of 
early  Christians  took  place  during  the 
reign  of  Nero,  a  “ruler  who  makes  even 
some  of  ours  seem  positively  enlightened 
and  far-seeing.” 

In  another  address,  a  Latin  American 


evangelical  denounced  "cultural 
Christianity,”  particularly  its  American 
embodiment 

Dr.  Carlos  Rene  Padilla  of  Buenos 
Aires,  associate  general  secretary  for 
Latin  America  of  the  International 
Fellowship  of  Evangelical  Students, 
warned  that  when  the  church  lets  itself 
be  squeezed  into  the  mold  of  the  world  it 
loses  its  capacity  to  see  and  denounce 
social  evils. 

“It  is  like  a  color  blind  person  who  is 
able  to  distinguish  certain  colors,  but  not 
others.”  he  said. 

According  to  Dr.  Padilla,  “this  is  the 
only  vyay  one  can  explain,  for  example, 
how  it  is  possible  for  American  culture 
Christianity  to  integrate  racial  and  class 
segregation  into  its  strategy  for  world 
evangelism."  , 


The  44-year-old  Argentinian  said  that 
although  American  Christians  are  not  the 
only  ones  who  confuse  scripture  with 
culture,  he  centered  his  denouncement  of 
such  Christians  on  the  United  States 
because  of  the  “wide  influences  of  this 
variety  of  culture  Christianity  in 
evangelical  circles  around  the  world.” 

In  a  sharply  contrasting  view  to  the 
social  concern  expressed  in  the  Lausanne 
Covenant,  Dr.  Padilla  made  it  clear  that 
while  the  church  should  be  concerned 
with  social  needs  and  justice,  it  has  not 
been  called  to  solve  all  the  world's 
problems. 

The  greatest  contribution  that  the 
church  can  make  to  the  world,  he 
believes,  is  to  “be  a  community  of 
reconciliation,  a  community  of  personal 
authenticity,  and  a  community  of  serving 
and  giving.” 


the  church  today 


Bishop  Mathews 
recalls  Makarios 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.-Bishop  James 
Mathews  has  issued  a  statement  here 
urging  nations  of  the  world,  including  the 
United  States,  not  to  make  Cyprus  a 
“pawn.” 

In  his  statement,  the  bishop  noted 
personal  concern  and  appreciation  for 
the  deposed  leader  of  the  island,  Arch¬ 
bishop  Makarios,  who  was  once  a 
Crusade  Scholar. 

Bishop  Mathews,  who  headed  the 
Crusade  Scholarship  Committee  of  the 
then  Board  of  Missions  of  the  Methodist 
Church  when  Archbishop  Makarios 
studied  under  the  program,  recalled  that 
the  archbishop  has  been  “warmly  ap¬ 
preciative  of  what  our  church  has  done 
for  him." 

Bishop  Mathews  explained  that  the 
archbishop  was  one  of  five  Greek 
Orthodox  priests  who  were  educated 
under  the  program  following  World  War 
II.  “All  have  made  great  contributions,” 
the  bishop  concluded. 

New  GCOM  head  sought 

DAYTON,  Ohio  —  Nominations  and 
applications  are  now  being  received  for 
the  position  of  general  secretary  of  the 
General  Council  on  Ministries. 

Since  the  search  is  to  be  conducted  in 
an  impartial  manner,  the  nominee  will  be 
chosen  without  regard  to  race,  sex, 


Salary  rules  undergo  change 
for  United  Methodist  executives 


EVANSTON,  Ill.  (UMC)  —  New 
standards  of  salaries  and  fringe  benefits 
for  115  “executive  staff”  positions  in 
United  Methodist  general  boards  and 
agencies  were  announced  here  by  a  joint 
committee  set  up  by  the  1972  General 
Conference. 

Covered  by  the  new  rules,  which  will 
take  effect  Jan.  1,  1975,  are  the  posts  of 
general  secretary,  associate  general 
secretary,  assistant  general  secretary, 
executive  secretary  when  head  of  an 
agency  staff,  associate  executive 
secretary,  treasurer  and  associate 
treasurer  of  11  agencies. 

The  Rev.  R.  Jervis  Cooke,  Dover,  Del., 
chairman  of  the  10-member  committee, 
said  the  key  provision  in  the  new  stand¬ 
ards  is  one  which  bases  executive  staff 
salary  on  responsibility  rather  than  title. 
Fringe  benefits  will  be  essentially  the 
same  for  all  the  some  1,100  employes  of 
denominational  agencies. 

The  new  salary  schedule  provides  for 
seven  levels  based  on  responsibility.  The 
responsibility  groupings  were  developed 
from  a  study  which  utilized  a  point 
system  based  on  six  factors. 

Included  were  monetary  authority  and 
responsibility,  20  per  cent;  supervision, 
direction  and  coordination  of  the!  work  of 
others,  16  per  cent;  internal  and  external 
work  relationships,  20  per  cent;  analysis 
and  problem  solving  requirements,  16 


each  factor  were,  respectively,  500,  400, 
500.  400,  200  and  500. 

Dr.  Cooke  said  the  committee  deter¬ 
mined  that  it  would  make  no  provision 
for  a  tax  adjustment  for  lay  employees  to 
compensate  for  the  benefits  gained  by  an 
ordained  minister  when  the  employing 
agency  designates  part  of  the  com¬ 
pensation  as  housing  allowance. 

The  salary  range  for  the  highest 
responsibility  grouping  is  from  $20,800  to 
$31,200  based  on  2,301  to  2,500  respon¬ 
sibility  points.  This  is  designated 
Responsibility  Group  XII  with  pay  grade 

A. 

The  next  highest  group,  XI,  pay  grade 

B,  is  based  on  2,101  to  2,300  responsibility 
points  and  the  salary  range  is  from 
$19,800  to  $29,800. 

At  the  lower  end  of  the  range  is 
Responsibility  Group  VI,  pay  grade  G, 
based  on  1,101  to  1,300  responsibility 
points  and  carrying  a  salary  range  of 
$15,100  to  $22,700. 

The  committee  did  not  announce  the 
specific  groupings  into  which  each 
agency  executive  position  fell,  but  did 
say  that  all  general  secretaryships  are  in 
either  group  XII  or  XI.  The  other 
positions  covered  likewise  fall  in  more 
than  one  group. 

Each  agency  will  develop  its  own 
salary  schedule  for  employes  not  covered 


percent;  education  and  experience,  ftj^r  by  the  “executive  staff”  designation 
cent;  and  general  church  accountability',  -  Agency  heads  are  asked  to  notify  the 
20  per  cent.  Maximum  points  assigned  to  committee  of  any  newly-created  position, 


or  modifications  in  present  job 
descriptions. 

Dr.  Cooke  noted  that  there  has  been  a 
great  difference  in  fringe  benefits  from 
agency  to  agency  ih  the  past. 

Included  in  the  newly-standardized 
benefits  are  such  items  as  health,  life, 
disability  and  accident  insurance, 
pensions,  sick  leave,  study  leave, 
holidays,  separation  pay,  interagency 
transfers,  and  vacations  and  moving 
expenses  for  executive  staff. 

Covered  by  the  schedule  is  the  Council 
on  Finance  and  Administration,  General 
Council  on  Ministries,  Joint  Committee 
on  Communications,  Boards  of  Pensions, 
Global  Ministries,  Discipleship,  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry,  and  Church  and 
Society,  and  Commissions  on  Archives 
and  History,  Religion  and  Race,  and 
Status  and  Role  of  Women. 

The  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House  was  not  included  in  this  study.  Dr. 
Cooke  said  it  was  excluded  now  because 
of  its  unique  relationship  to  the 
denomination  and  the  competitive  nature 
of  its  business,  but  would  be  reviewed 
later. 

The  committee  said  that  it  is  rejecting 
recommendations  from  Peat,  Marwick, 
Mitchell  for  a  change  to  more  corporate- 
like  titles  for  executive  staff.  Present 
designations  will  be  retained  and  all 
agencies  will  be  encouraged  to  follow 
those  now  suggested  in  the  Book  of 
Discipline. 


The  pastor's  pen  mates  you  laugh 


BOYNTON  BEACH,  Fla.  —  Meet  a  minister  —  a  cartoonist 
—  oops!  Meet  the  pastor  of  First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Boynton  Beach,  Fla.,  who  is  also  a  cartoonist.  Dr.  W.  Goddard 
Sherman,  the  pastor,  appears  in  The  New  Yorker  Magazine 
almost  as  often  as  he  appears  in  his  pulpit  —  and  hundreds  of 


publications,  large  and  small,  pay  him  from  $15  to  $100  for  his 
work  with  a  pencil.  He's  shown  here  doing  his  ‘thing’  —  car¬ 
tooning  —  as  he  also  thinks  out  his  ne^t,  sermon.  Millions  of 
Americans  “break  up”  at  his  drawings;  hundreds  in  Boynton 
Beach  dedicate  themselves  after  hearing  his  sermons. 

RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 


clergy  or  lay  status,  or  other  fcuch  fac¬ 
tors.  All  interested  individuals  are  en¬ 
couraged  to  apply,  and  nominations  are 
sought  on  behalf  of  qualified  persons. 

This  search  was  made  necessary  by 
the  announcement,  at  the  March  1974 
meeting  of  the  GCOM,  of  the  impending 
retirement  of  Dr.  Paul  V.  Church,  the 
present  general  secretary.  The  successor 
is  scheduled  to  be  elected  at  the  March 
1975  meeting  of  the  Council. 

A  Search  Committee  of  nine  persons 
was  elected  by  the  Council  at  its  March 
1974  meeting.  All  inquiries  or 
nominations  should  be  addressed  to  Dr. 
Julian  A.  Lindsey,  307  Cole  Building,  207 
Hawthorne  Lane,  Charlotte,  North 
Carolina  28204.  before  October  31.  WM 
Study  of  agency  locations 
to  continue 

EVANSTON,  Ill.  (UMC)  -  A  study  of 
headquarters  locations  for  United 
Methodist  general  boards  and  agencies  is 
expected  to  move  into  its  second  phase  in 
September,  the  chairman  of  a  committee 
conducting  the  inquiry  said  here  July  25. 

Prof.  Edsel  Ammons  of  Garrett- 
Evangelical  Theological  Seminary  here 
noted  that  most  of  the  data  gathering  in 
the  study  is  now  completed  and  he  ex¬ 
pects  that  the  next  meeting  of  the  group 
“will  begin  to  identify  implications.”  The 
meeting  will  be  held  September  11-13  in 
Nashville,  Tenn. 

The  12-member  committee  was  set  up 
after  a  recommendation  came  to  the 
General  Council  on  Ministries  (GCOM) 
early  in  this  quadrennium  that  the 
locations  of  agencies  be  reviewed  to 
determine  if  they  presently  are  situated 
in  a  way  that  provides  the  best  service  to 
the  denomination. 

At  present,  board  and  agency 
headquarters  are  located  in  New  York, 
Washington,  D.  C.,  Dayton,  Ohio,  Nash¬ 
ville,  Evanston  and  Lake  Junaluska, 
N.C.,  Some  agencies  have  a  few  staff 
executives  deployed  on  a  regional  basis, 
and  some  have  offices  in  more  than  one 
of  the  “headquarters  cities.” 

Museum  to  honor  Bishop  Moore 
ST.  SIMONS  ISLAND,  Ga.  —  Directors 
of  Epworth  by  the  Sea  here  have  an¬ 
nounced  plans  to  honor  Bishop  Arthur  J. 
Moore  who  died  June  30.  With  funds  from 
memorials  being  sought,  more  Wesleyan 
items  and  Methodist  artifacts  will  be 
added  to  the  Methodist  Museum  here. 

St.  Simon’s  is  the  only  parish  in 
America  that  was  served  by  both  John 
and  Charles  Wesley.  The  museum  and 
center  are  owned  by  the  South  Georgia 
Annual  Conference. 

Persons  wishing  to  make  a  con¬ 
tribution  to  the  Moore  Fund  may  send 
them  to  the  Methodist  Museum,  Box  407, 
St.  Simon’s  Island.  Ga.  31522 

Bishops  are 
assured  on 
relief  issue 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  A  United 
Methodist  relief  official  who  is  vice- 
chairman  of  Church  World  Service  has 
assured  the  bishops  of  his  denomination 
that  there  will  be  no  change  in  CWS 
policies  and  that  funds  given  to  the 
ecumenical  agency  will  be  used  only  for 
relief  and  rehabilitation. 

Dr.  J.  Harry  Haines  sent  a  letter  to  the 
United  Methodist  bishops  the  day  after 
the  Department  Committee  of  CWS,  a 
National  Council  of  Churches  agency, 
met  and  issued  a  statement  affirming 
that  there  will  be  no  policy  changes. 

Following  the  release  of  Presbyterian 
layman  James  MacCracken  after  15 
years  as  executive  director  of  Church 
World  Service  (June  17),  controversy  has 
arisen  over  some  news  stories  which, 
according  to  Dr.  Haines,  led  some  CWS 
constituents  to  believe  that  the  agency 
was  beoming  involved  in  “promoting 
violent  revolutionary  change.” 

Dr.  Haines  insisted  such  reports  or 
implied  interpretations  “are  not  true.” 
He  told  the  United  Methodist  bishop  that 
“there  is  no  change  in  the  policies  of  CWS 
and  there  will  be  no  change  whatsoever 
in  the  use  of  funds  entrusted  to  CWS  and 
CROP.” 

Dr.  Haines  declared  that  “UMCOR  is 
concerned  that  CWS  not  be  politicized 
and  its  global  task  of  ministering  to 
human  need  not  be  subverted  solely  to 
tasks  which  quite  rightly  belong  to  other 
agencies  within  our  church.  No  one 
questions  the  need  for  action  to  be  taken 
concerning  liberation  movements  and 
dealing  with  cruelty  systems  wherever 
they  occur.  Some  of  these  are  being  dealt 
with  by  our  church  through  other 
channels.” 


Population  growth  and  evangelism 

LAUSANNE,  Switzerland  —  Participants  at  the  International  Congress  on  World 
Evangelization  view  a  population  clock  display  in  Lausanne’s  Palais  de  Beaulieu.  It 
revealed  that  world  population  had  increased  by  more  than  580  million  since  the  1966 
Berlin  Congress  on  Evangelism.  At  the  Lausanne  congress,  some  3,000  evangelical 
leaders  from  150  countries  were  given  a  “Directory  of  Unreached  Peoples”  con¬ 
taining  information  on  413  distinct  groups  of  peoples  said  to  be  20  per  cent  Christian 
or  less. 
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New  insurance  plan 
saves  churches  $800,000 


EVANSTON,  Ill.  (UMC)  -  Local 
United  Methodist  churches  and 
denominationally-related  agencies  may 
have  saved  as  much  as  $800,000  in  in¬ 
surance  costs  in  the  past  year  through 
participation  in  the  new  program 
sponsored  by  the  church’s  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration. 

John  C.  Espie,  CFA  assistant  general 
secretary,  estimated  that  the  ap¬ 
proximately  1,600  policies  issued  in  the  12 
months  ending  July  3  saved  the  par¬ 
ticipating  groups  “close  to  $500,000”  in 
premium  costs.  Dividends  scheduled  to 
begin  going  out  September  1  have  the 
potential  of  another  $300,000. 

“We’re  glad  we’ve  undertaken  this 
program  on  behalf  of  the  church,”  said 
R.  Bryan  Brawner,  general  secretary  of 
CFA  and  treasurer  of  the  denomination. 

“The  first  year’s  experience  indicates 
we  have  saved  churches  and  agencies  a 
substantial  amount  of  money  that  can  be 
diverted  from  ‘overhead’  to  program.” 

Mr.  Espie  said  the  program  had  a  goal 
of  1,600  participants  by  the  end  of  the  first 
year  and  this  figure  was  achieved, 
reaching  1,611  by  mid-JUly.  Some  5,000 
individual  locations  are  covered,  in¬ 
cluding  churches,  parsonages,  schools, 
hospitals,  camps,  community  centers, 
nursing  homes,  inns,  mercantile 
buildings,  and  mission  parsonages  and 
offices. 

In  all,  some  $500,000,000  in  coverage  is 
being  provided.  The  annual  premium 
cost  is  about  $2,500,000. 

“We  are  pleased  with  the  steady 
growth  of  the  program,”  Dr.  Brawner 
said,  noting  that  about  60  requests  for 
quotations  are  received  weekly  by  the 
insurance  broker,  Frank  B.  Hall  and  Co., 
Inc.,  of  New  York.  Some  30  to  50  binders 
are  being  issued  weekly. 

In  all,  more  than  8,000  requests  for 
quotations  have  been  received  from  the 
denomination’s  39,300  local  churches,  or 
about  20  per  cent. 

John  A.  Kraeutler,  a  vice-president  of 
Frank  B.  Hall,  said  he  expects  the 


program’s  volume  to  increase  each 
quarter  because  of  the  favorable  loss 
ratios  and  use  of  an  average  rate  concept 
now  possible  because  of  the  significant 
number  of  churches  participating. 

“I’d  like  to  invite  the  local  churches  we 
have  not  heard  from  to  try  us  out  for  a 
quotation  or  a  requotation,’’  Mr. 
Kraeutler  said.  “This  is  the  only  way 
they’ll  know  whether  we  can  help  them  " 

Claims  have  been  running  at  about  15 
per  cent  of  the  premiums  in  the  first 
year.  The  largest  single  claim  filed  to 
date  is  $200,000  for  a  fire  sustained  by 
Vanderveer  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Brooklyn,  N.Y. 

CFA  officials  stress  that  the  insurance 
program  is  available  to  all  churches  in 
the  denomination  in  states  where  the 
program  is  approved,  including  those  in 
inner-city  situations  that  may  have  had 
trouble  getting  coverage  before.  It  is 
expected  that  some  coverage  will  be 
available  in  all  states  except  Mississippi 
by  the  end  of  1974. 

Less  popular  has  been  a  feature  of  the 
program  in  which  participants  are  in¬ 
vited  to  voluntarily  pool  all  or  part  of 
their  dividends.  To  date  only  about  40 
churches  and  agencies  have  indicated  a 
desire  to  take  part. 

Funds  in  the  trust  are  used  to  cover 
CFA  program  costs  and  to  help  poorer 
churches  reduce  their  coverage  risks. 

“We  are  confident  this  figure  is  going 
to  grow  when  churches  realize  they  can 
help  other  congregations  in  their  own 
annual  conferences  improve  their  safety 
conditions,”  Mr.  Espie  said. 

The  insurance  program  was  authorized 
by  the  1972  General  Conference.  Other 
parts  of  the  total  package  include  work¬ 
men’s  compensation,  accidental  death 
and  dismemberment,  automobile,  and 
homeowners/tenants  coverage. 

About  1,000  accident  policies  have  been 
written.  The  automobile  and  home- 
owners  coverage  was  introduced  this 
spring  and  to  date  some  1,300  inquiries 
have  been  received. 
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A  delightfully  beautiful  Retirement  Home  on  the  exotic  west  coast  of  Florida 
It  faces  west  over  blue  water  and  green  trees  with  red  and  yellow  blossoms  the 
year  ’round.  And  it  faces  east  over  downtown  Bradenton  within  walking 
distance  to  churches,  library,  banks,  stores.  It’s  relaxing.  It’s  secure  It’s  oc¬ 
cupied  by  people  much  like  yourself  who  will  make  you  feel  comfortably  at 
home  for  the  rest  of  your  life. 

ASBURY  TOWERS  is  designed  and  operated  for  gracious  living  with  modern 
accommodations  for  your  creature  comforts  including  health  care.  Come,  live 
with  us  and  check  your  responsibilities  at  the  curb  when  you  enter.  A  card, 
letter  or  phone  call  will  bring  you  a  color  brochure  and  complete  information. 

ASBURY  TOWERS,  1533  -  4th  Avenue  West,  Bradenton,  Florida  33505 
Odell  Glass,  Administrator  Phone:  813/  747-1881 

District  of  me  Florida  Conference  of  The  United  Methodist  Church,  but  notv 

sectarian  in  Its  benefits. 
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Church 
to  help 


dental  clinic  opened 
urban  Indians  cope 


By  BILL  BUCHANAN 
Senior  Staff  W' riter 

’  DALLAS  —  The  much-talked  about 
‘“ministry  to  the  whole  person”  can  lead 
the  church  down  some  strange  avenues, 
as  was  the  case  with  Indian  United 
Methodist  Church  here,  which  recently 
opened  a  dental  clinic. 

Now  a  dental  clinic  in  a  church  might 
sound  a  bit  off  to  some,  but  a  five-minute 
conversation  with  church  pastor  Lindy 
Waters  makes  that  oddity  appear  to  be 
the  most  logical  thing  this  church  could 
have  done  given  its  situation. 

Due  to  economic  and  other  problems, 
the  pastor  explains,  Indians  in  urban 
settings  tend  to  have  bad  teeth.  At  best, 
Indians  have  had  an  abrasive  go  at 
adapting  to  modern  American  culture. 


and  bad  teeth  only  aggravates  the 
problem. 

Mr  Waters,  himself  a  full-blooded 
Cherokee  Indian,  sees  part  of  the  mission 
of  the  church  as  helping  its  people  ef¬ 
fectively  cope  with  the  world  in  which 
they  live.  Consequently,  the  dental 
program  came  into  being. 

Staffed  by  volunteers,  the  dental 
clinic’s  services  are  free. 

Funding  for  the  clinic  has  come  en¬ 
tirely  from  donations,  with  Woodside 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Silver 
Springs,  Md.,  chipping  in  the  largest 
donation  ($2,500)  to  date.  Mr.  Waters 
explained  that  the  church  “really  got 
behind  the  program”  after  he  spoke 
there  recently  and  decided  to  do 
everything  it  could  to  help  out  the  small 
Indian  congregation. 


The  local  diocese  of  the  Episcopal 
Church  also  helped  out  by  dropping  $1,600 
in  the  till. 

Discussing  the  need  for  the  clinic,  Mr. 
Waters  pointed  out  that  the  urban  Indian 
has  lost  the  resources  of  free  medical 
care  at  reservation  hospitals  and, 
through  a  defeatism  syndrome  built  up 
over  generations  of  oppression,  doesn’t 
always  feel  competent  when  it  comes  to 
competing  for  low-cost  medical  care  in 
large  over-crowded  public  hospitals. 

Asked  about  statistics,  Mr.  Waters 
explained,  “We  didn’t  make  a  survey.  We 
didn’t  have  to;  we  know  our  people.  We 
know  that  many  of  them  suffer  from  bad 
dental  health  and  that  we  can  help  them 
by  providing  dental  care. 

“Too  often  in  the  past,”  he  continued, 
“the  church  has  been  solely  interested  in 
the  spiritual  aspect  of  a  person’s 
existence.  But  the  church  needs  to  be 
involved  in  all  aspects  of  a  person’s  life. 

“We  feel  we  have  helped  in  a  small  way 
if  we  can  make  people  smile  as  a  result  of 
having  nice  teeth.  We  feel  that  we’ve 
helped  that  individual  and  his  pride, 
making  him  better  able  to  relate  to  his 
family  and  the  community  .  .  .  removing 
an  unnecessary  chip  from  his  shoulder.” 

The  pastor  explained  that  one  of  the 
basic  needs  of  all  people  is  to  “have  a 
closer  walk  with  the  Creator.”  And  Mr. 
Waters  believes  that  one  of  the  ways  of 
making  that  possible  is  by  creating  an 
atmosphere  of  congeniality  among  a 
person  and  his  fellow  human  beings. 

“Indians,”  he  added,  “have  always 
been  very  close  to  the  Great  Spirit.  We 
feel  this  is  a  great  advantage,  and  we 
want  to  build  on  this  as  the  Indian  at¬ 
tempts  to  become  adapted  to  an  urban 
environment.  And  one  of  the  ways  we  can 
do  this  is  by  ministering  to  physical  as 
well  as  spiritual  needs.” 


PR  Nativity 
to  go  up 

in  Capitol 
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Pra  yers  Jar  a  president 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  —  The  National  Prayer  and  Fast  Committee,  joining  one  of 
President  Nixon’s  greatest  supporters.  Rabbi  Baruch  Korff,  begin  three-day  vigil  of 
prayer  and  fasting  in  support  of  Richard  Nixon  and  “Congressional  sensitivity  to 
God’s  guidance  on  the  crucial  decisions  facing  Congress  this  month.  Here  Neil 
Solonen,  president  of  the  National  Prayer  and  Fast  Committee,  and  his  wife  begin 
the  vigil  on  July  22. 
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Concern  for  llie  whole  person 

DALLAS  —  Dr.  Paul  C.  Panaceck  is  one  of  several  dentists  who  donates  his  time 
and  skill  to  a  recently  opened  dental  clinic  under  the  sponsorship  of  Indian  United 
Methodist  Church  here.  The  program  seeks  to  meet  the  needs  of  urban  Indians,  who 
have  a  history  of  bad  teeth.  [See  related  story.] 
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Activist  group  rejuvenates 

Melliodisl  Federation  for  Social  Action  gears  up 

annually,  they  have  not  been  publicized 
in  recent  years.  For  the  first  time  since 
the  Federation  went  into  eclipse,  a  news 
release  about  the  convention  was  issued 
by  the  official  news  service  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church 

Winston  H.  Taylor,  news  director  for 
the  Washington,  D  C.,  office  of  United 
Methodist  Communications,  which 
issued  the  release,  said  this  was  done  as 
part  of  the  policy  of  covering  unofficial 
Methodist  groups  and  did  not  reflect  any 
official  church  recognition. 

In  the  1950s  the  Federation  came  under 
intense  criticism  for  allegedly  espousing 
left  wing  views.  The  1952  General  Con¬ 
ference  of  the  Methodist  Church  asked 
the  Federation  to  drop  the  word 
“Methodist”  from  its  name  and  move  its 
offices  out  of  the  Methodist  building  in 
New  York. 

The  organization  was  evicted  from  the 
building,  which  was  later  sold  when  the 
Interchurch  Center  was  opened,  but  it 
refused  to  change  its  name. 

In  1953,  the  Rev.  Jack  M.  McMichael, 
the  Federation’s  executive  secretary, 
appeared  before  the  House  Un-American 
Activities  Committee  and  denied  charges 
that  he  had  ever  been  a  member  of  the 
Communist  Party.  Further  controversy 
came  in  1956  when  the  Senate  Internal 
Security  subcommittee  published  a 
“Handbook  for  Americans”  listing  the 
Federation  as  a  Communist  front. 

“The  Federation  refused  to  buy  into 
the  Cold  War  mentality,”  the  new 
executive  secretary,  the  Rev.  George  D. 
McClain,  told  RNS.  “I’m  proud  to  be 
linked  with  that  tradition.” 

Mr.  McClain,  35,  took  office  Jan.  1,  he 
said,  after  having  previously  served  as 
coordinator  of  the  Staten  Island  (N.Y.) 
Peace  Coalition  and  more  recently  as 
part-time  dean  of  an  extension  program 
of  New  York  Theological  Seminary. 

He  and  his  wife,  a  Gestalt  therapist, 
live  in  a  Staten  Island  “Christian  com¬ 
mune,”  he  said,  and  his  office  as 
Federation  executive  secretary  will  be 
there. 

Although  his  job  is  considered  full¬ 
time,  his  salary  is  only  $6,000,  he  said.  A 
graduate  of  Union  Theological  Semianry 
in  New  York,  he  is  completing  a  doctoral 
program  in  political  science  at  the  City 
University  of  New  York. 


Professors,  agency  execs  discuss 
Christian  education’s  future 


CHARLESTON,  W.  Va.  (RNS)  —  After 
more  than  a  decade  out  of  the  public  eye, 
the  once  highly  controversial  Methodist 
Federation  for  Social  Action  is  seeking  to 
reemerge  as  an  active  organization. 

At  its  annual  convention  here,  the 
unofficial  Methodist  group  elected  a  new 
president,  confirmed  the  executive 
committee’s  selection  of  a  new  executive 
secretary  and  adopted  resolutions  on 
several  issues,  including  support  for  the 
strikers  at  the  Methodist  Hospital  in 
Pikeville,  Ky. 

Though  conventions  have  been  held 

Retreat  draws 
record  crowd 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.  —  Standing 
room  only  crowds  heard  two  prominent 
United  Methodists  address  the  largest 
gathering  of  persons  ever  assembled 
here  July  25-27.  Tennessee  Gov.  Winfield 
Dunn  and  evangelist  Oral  Roberts  spoke 
to  overflow  crowds  estimated  at  3,500  at 
the  United  Methodist  Layman’s  Confer¬ 
ence  sponsored  by  the  Southeastern 
Jurisdiction. 

Gov.  Dunn  keynoted  the  conference  by 
declaring  that  die  answer  to  America’s 
problems  is  a  right  response  to  God’s 
law.  That  law  he  said  cannot  be 
legislated. 

Some  officials  of  the  conference  ex¬ 
pressed  disappointment  that  the 
Republican  governor  made  no  direct 
comment  on  the  U.S.  House  of 
Representatives  Judiciary  Committee 
hearings  on  impeachment  that  were 
being  televised  then.  The  governor 
alluded  to  national  problems  in  his 
speech  but  did  not  tackle-  any  specific 
issues. 

Dr.  Roberts  concluded  his  initial  ad¬ 
dress  by  leading  the  entire  audience  in  a 
prayer  for  President  Nixon,  reminding 
them  only  that  the  president  needed  their 
prayers. 

The  famed  evangelist  from  Tulsa, 
Ok  la.  spoke  to  the  conference  on  the 
subject  of  the  Lord’s  Prayer.  Accom¬ 
panying  him  were  his  wife  and  his 
singing  son  and  daughter-in-law,  Richard 
and  Patty  Roberts. 


ESTES  PARK,  Colo.  (UMC)  — 
Christian  education  in  United  Methodism 
has  fallen  upon  hard  times  in  recent 
years,  a  situation  which  prompted  a 
week-long  consultation  here  late  in  July 
to  find  out  why  and  what  might  be  done 
about  it. 

Sponsored  by  the  Division  of  Education 
of  the  denomination’s  Board  of 
Discipleship,  the  consultation  was  the 
first  time  in  many  years  that  general 
board  staff  had  met  with  the  professors 
of  Christian  Education  from  United 
Methodist  seminaries  and  colleges. 
Approximately  45  persons  attended  the 
consultation  including  28  seminary  and 
college  professors. 

The  meeting  began  with  obvious 
skepticism  and  suspicion  among  the 
seminary  and  college  professors,  and  the 
staff  members  of  the  two  sections  of  the 
Division  of  Education:  Curriculum 
Resources  and  Local  Church  Education. 
However,  a  spirit  of  mutual  concern  and 
cooperation  rapidly  took  swing  and  the 
week  ended  with  plans  for  a  continuing 
organization  and  the  formation  of  seven 
task  forces. 


Since  the  consultation  was  called  by 
and  paid  for  by  the  Division  of  Education, 
some  professors  admitted  that  they  were 
suspicious  that  the  General  Board  had 
called  them  together  to  “sell”  some  new 
educational  programs  or  curriculum 
resources. 

That  suspicion  reached  its  peak  when 
Dr.  Ewart  G.  Watts,  editor  of  church 
school  publications  said  in  an  early 
session  that  he  felt  seminaries  and 
college  professors  of  Christian  education 
should  be  more  supportive  of 
denominational  curriculum  resources. 

A  discussion  of  what  was  meant  by 
“support”  evolved  into  a  constructive 
debate  in  which  Dr.  Watts  elaborated:  “I 
do  not  mean  the  pushing  of 
denominational  resources  exclusively 
but  I  do  think  we  can  rightfully  expect  the 
professors  of  education  of  our 
denominational  seminaries  and  colleges 
to  make  known  the  wide  variety  of  United 
Methodist  resources  available.” 

Setting  the  stage  for  the  meeting  was 
Dr.  Howard  M.  Ham,  associate  general 
secretary  of  the  Division  of  Education 
who  said  he  hoped  the  participants  could 


Jesus  has  been  misquoted 
Aramaic  scholar  suggests 
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NORTHFIELD,  Minn.  (RNS)  -  The 
words  of  Jesus  have  been  mis-translated 
in  numerous  places  in  Bibles  commonly 
used  in  America,  says  a  Bible  scholar 
and  expert  in  Aramaic,  the  language  of 
Jesus. 

According  to  Dr.  Rocco  Errico,  Jesus 
never  said  in  the  Lord’s  Prayer,  “Do  not 
lead  us  into  temptation.” 

He  did  say:  “Do  not  let  us  enter  into 
temptation." 

Also,  Dr.  Errico  insists,  Jesus  was 
misquoted  when  he  reportedly  said, 
“Unless  you  hate  your  father,  mother, 
brother  and  sister  and  your  own  life  also, 
you  cannot  be  my  disciple.” 

What  he  said  in  the  original  Aramaic 
was: 

“You  must  set  to  one  side  your  father, 
your  mother,  your  brother  and  your 
sister.” 

Even  Jesus’  words  on  the  cross,  “My 
God,  My  God  why  has  thou  forsaken 
me,”  were  incorrectly  translated,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Dr.  Errico,  president  and 
founder  of  the  Aramaic  Bible  Center, 
Inc.,  San  Antonio. 

The  correct  translation,  he  says,  is: 
“My  God,  My  God,  for  this  was  I  spared; 


NCC  poll  indicates  increased 
support  for  amnesty  for  resisters 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  A  com¬ 
munications  consultant  for  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  said  here  that 
results  of  a  repeat  telecast  of  a  program 
on  amnesty  indicate  that  there  seems  to 
be  increased  support  for  amnesty  for 
Vietnam  war  resisters. 

The  Rev.  Dave  Pomeroy,  consultant  to 
NBC-TV  of  the  NCC’s  Broadcasting  and 
Film  Commission,  said  that  tabulation  of 
viewer  ballots  for  the  May  26  rerun  of 
“Duty  Bound”  can  be  interpreted  as  an 
increase  of  from  2  to  1  to  3  to  1  toward 
“greater  tolerance  for  the  idea  of  am¬ 
nesty.” 

He  commented  that  the  religious 
special,  which  won  two  Emmy  awards 
last  year,  “brings  within  the  framework 
of  the  trial  of  the  young  draft  exile  all  the 
divisive  issues  of  conscience,  service, 
duty,  patriotism  and  compassion  which 


must  be  faced  by  Americans  eventually 
in  deciding  what  their  stance  shall  be 
toward  the  thousands  of  their  sons  who 
left  their  country  rather  than  serve  in  a 
war  they  considered  immoral.” 

When  all  evidence  is  in,  Mr.  Pomeroy 
noted,  “viewers  learn  that  they  are  the 
‘jurors,’  and  are  asked  to  mail  in  their 
verdicts  of  ‘guilty’  or  ‘not  guilty.’  We 
believe,  from  the  content  of  the  drama, 
that  it  is  fair  to  consider  ‘not  guilty’ 
verdicts  as  inclined  to  amnesty.” 

A  total  of  2,225  votes  were  cast  as  a 
result  of  this  year’s  rerun.  Mr.  Pomeroy 
reported  a  sharp  increase  of  “not  guilty” 
verdicts  from  the  South  —  61  peccent  this 
year  compared  with  47.3  per  cent  last 
year.  At  the  same  time,  he  said,  “guilty” 
verdicts  dropped  from  a  high  of  52.7  per 
cent  in  earlier  balloting  to  a  current  low 
of  31  per  cent,  as  of  July  16. 


for  this  was  my  destiny.” 

Dr.  Errico  lectured  at  the  sixth 
national  retreat  of  the  Spiritual  Frontiers 
Fellowship  at  Carleton  College  here. 

He  claimed  that  there  are  some  12,000 
mis-translations  in  commonly  used 
Bibles  because  Hebrew  and  Greek  texts 
were  used  rather  than  the  original 
Aramaic,  “the  mother  tongue  for  all 
Semetic  languages.” 

Because  idioms  were  translated 
literally  from  Hebrew  and  Greek  texts, 
the  meaning  has  been  lost  for  many  Bible 
verses,  Dr.  Errico  said. 

As  an  example,  he  cited  the  passage, 
“If  your  right  hand  offends,  cut  it  off  ;  if 
your  eye  offends,  pluck  it  out.” 

What  the  original  passages  actually 
say,  Dr.  Errico  said,  is  “If  you  have  the 
habit  of  stealing,  quit  it”  and  “if  you  are 
envying,  quit  it.” 

Also,  Lot’s  wife,  instead  of  turning  into 
a  pillar  of  salt,  suffered  a  stroke  and 
became  paralyzed,  Dr.  Errico  said. 

Our  problem  in  interpreting  the  Bible, 
he  added,  is  that  it  was  written  to  the 
people  of  the  Middle  East. 

Another  speaker  at  the  Carleton 
retreat,  devoted  to  “expanding  in¬ 
dividual  spiritual  and  psychic 
awareness,”  was  Dr.  Stanley  Krippner,  a 
director  of  the  Dream  Laboratory  at 
Maimonides  Medical  Center,  Brooklyn, 
N.Y. 

In  one  of  his  lectures,  he  described 
work  in  parapsychology  now  being 
conducted  in  the  Soviet  Union. 

He  said  some  researchers  are  able  to 
move  small  objects  across  a  table 
without  anyone  touching  them— a  feat 
believed  due  to  their  control  over  gravity 
waves. 

Another  area  of  Russian  research,  Dr. 
Krippner  said,  involves  light  sources 
from  the  human  body.  By  using  photo¬ 
multiplier  tubes,  these  researchers  have 
been  able  to  detect  small  amounts  of 
photons  (units  used  to  measure  light) 
from  certain  places  in  the  body,  he  said. 

Researchers  have  found,  he  said,  that 
more  light  comes  from  the  body  if  a 
person  is  well  than  when  he  is  sick. 

A  third  area  of  Russian  investigation, 
Dr.  Krippner  reported,  involves  cell-to- 
cell  communication  with  chicken  em¬ 
bryos  that  may  have  implications  for 
control  of  human  diseases. 


chart  a  course  of  action  that  all  could 
support  and  could  identify  respon¬ 
sibilities  that  might  be  assumed 
cooperatively. 

Restructuring  of  the  church  at  the 
general,  annual  conference,  and  local 
levels  was  blamed  by  many  of  the  par¬ 
ticipants  for  the  breakdown  of  com¬ 
munications  in  the  field  of  Christian 
education.  Dr.  Grant  Shockley,  professor 
at  Candler  School  of  Theology  in  Atlanta 
and  a  member  of  the  denomination’s 
Program-Curriculum  committee,  said 
that  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  restruc¬ 
turing  process  the  Estes  Park  con¬ 
sultation  would  not  have  been  necessary. 
“Under  the  former  structure  when  we 
had  specialists  in  Christian  education 
recognized  at  all  levels  of  the  church 
people  like  us  were  meeting  together 
with  regularity  but  we’re  now  no  longer  a 
part  of  the  structure.” 

Dr.  Ham  said  United  Methodists  are 
generally  ignorant  of  their  heritage,  are 
in  need  of  skills,  and  are  begging  for  help. 
“Old  values  and  methods  don’t  touch 
their  problems.  We  are  inclined  to  coast 
on  what  has  been  given  to  us  in  the  past 
by  the  giants  of  Christian  education  but 
we  may  be  doing  our  needlepoint  while 
the  hurts  of  people  in  the  church  go  on.” 

The  role  of  women  in  Christian 
education  was  also  a  topic  of  concern  as 
more  women  are  avoiding  the 
specialization  of  Christian  education  in 
favor  of  ordination  not  only  as  ministers 
of  education  but  as  pastors.  Thus  some 
schools  are  dropping  Christian  education 
degrees  and  courses. 

The  role  of  the  Sunday  School  and  other 
traditional  means  of  Christian  education 
were  also  discussed  alongside  new  and 
creative  models.  “While  many  people 
have  turned  off  the  traditional  Sunday 
school  nearly  four  million  United 
Methodists  are  there  and  we  must  un¬ 
dergird  and  affirm  them,”  Dr.  Watts 
said. 

During  a  panel  presentation  early  in 
the  meeting  Dr.  Horace  Weaver,  editor  of 
adult  publications  for  the  Section  on 
Curriculum  resources,  called  for  a 
position  of  advocacy  in  United 
Methodism  on  “how  we  got  our  Bible.” 
While  open  to  various  interpretations  of 
the  Scripture,  he  said,  United  Methodists 
need  to  recognize  that  Jesus  did  not  say 
every  theological  position  is  valid.  He 
called  for  a  Bible  stud^that  will  not 
permit  fetishism  but  which  can  become 
truly  prophetic. 

Dr.  McMurry  S.  Richey,  Duke 
University  Divinity  School,  called  for 
“theological  modesty”  ^nd  said 
Christian  educators  must  ai&  what  it  is 
the  Church  really  cares  enough  about  to 
share.  / 


GREENBELT,  Md.  (RNS)  -  A  permit 
to  erect  a  Christmas  Nativity  scene  near 
the  Ellipse  between  the  White  House  and 
the  Washington  Monument  has  been 
granted  to  the  American  Christian 
Heritage  Association,  a  private,  non¬ 
profit  organization  here. 

The  National  Parks  Service  granted 
the  permit  to  the  association  for  the 
second  consecutive  year  after  the  U.S. 
Court  of  Appeals  decided  in  September 
1973  that  the  Nativity  scene,  which  had 
been  a  part  of  the  annual  Christmas 
Pageant  of  Peace,  caused  an  “excessive 
government  entanglement  with 
religion.” 

The  American  Christian  Heritage 
Association  was  formed  that  same  month 
as  a  result  of  the  court’s  ruling  and 
received  a  permit  last  year  to  erect  a 
Nativity  scene  similar  to  the  one  staged 
annually  since  1954.  It  included  life-size 
figures  of  the  principals  (Mary,  Joseph, 
the  Christ  child,  etc.)  live  animals,  and  a 
recorded  narration  of  the  Christmas 
story  from  the  New  Testament,  which 
will  be  included  in  the  1974  display,  but 
with  new  features,  a  spokeman  said. 

“We  are  looking  forward  to  par¬ 
ticipation  on  a  national  level  by  in¬ 
dividuals,  churches  and  organizations 
this  year,”  said  Vaughn  Barkdoll, 
executive  director  of  the  American 
Christian  Heritage  Association. 

“This  is  the  National  Christmas 
Pageant  of  Peace,  and  by  our  actions,  we 
are  returning  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States  the  opportunity  to  participate  in 
sponsoring  ‘The  Nativity,’  ”  he  added. 

The  tradition  of  a  national  Christmas 
tree  as  an  annual  event  in  the  nation’s 
capital  goes  back  to  1923,  but  it  was  not 
until  1954  that  the  Christmas  Pageant  of 
Peace,  Inc.,  was  organized. 

The  scope  of  the  national  community 
Christmas  tree  celebration  was 
broadened  to  emphasize  the  desire  of  this 
nation  and  other  nations  of  the  world  to 
find  peace  through  the  spirit  and 
meaning  of  Christmas,  according  to  Mr. 
Barkdoll.  An  elaborate  setting  was 
arranged  on  the  Ellipse  south  of  the 
White  House. 

With  the  decision  of  the  Court  of 
Appeals  for  the  District  of  Columbia 
against  continued  inclusion  of  the 
Nativity  scene  under  governmental 
auspices,  the  American  Christian 
Heritage  Association  was  formed  by 
persons  interested  in  working  within  the 
spirit  of  the  law  under  the  rights  given  by 
the  First  Amendment  to  the  U.S.  Con¬ 
stitution,  he  said. 

The  petition  for  a  permit  filed. by  the 
association  last  year,  he  added,  stated  it 
should  be  allowed  to  demonstrate  its 
expression  of  religious  freedom  in  ac¬ 
cordance  with  the  rules  and  regulations 
by  which  other  demonstrations  are 
governed. 

The  permit  was  granted  by  the 
National  Parks  Service  in  November  1973 
to  erect  a  Nativity  scene  near  the  Ellipse 
during  the  annual  Pageant  of  Peace,  and 
on  Dec.  13,  1973,  “The  nativity”  was 
dedicated  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States  in  the  spirit  of  the  Christmas 
season. 

The  American  Christian  Heritage 
Association,  P.O.  Box  347,  Greenbelt, 
Md.  30770,  had  a  tentative  1974  budget  of 
$10,000,  which  uncludes  the  display, 
maintenance,  security,  livestock  and. 
some  leftover  obligations  from  last  year, 
according  to  Mr.  Barkdoll.  Funding  is 
achieved  through  donations  from  in¬ 
dividuals  and  organizations. 


Poem  of  the  Week 

Progress  at  the 
Ajnnual  Conference 
By  AI^N  MELUGIN  WILLIAMS 
The  speaker  changed 
“Chairman”  to  “Chairperson” 

And  nobody 
laughed. 


GOTAAS  WORLD  TRAVEL  o^.  TM 
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•MWJAL  ATHENIAN  CRUISE 

Sixth  successive  year 
Highlights 

•  "The  Journeys  of  P»ul“  •  lsr»el  •  The  Holy  Lend 

•  7  Churches  ol  Asie  Minor  •  Colorful  Greek  Islands 
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Guaranteed  quality  at  competitive  prices. 


Wash  That  POLLEN 
Right  Outa  Your  Eyes 

Better  than  any  eye  drop,  LAVOPTIK  washes 
away  itchy  pollen.  Soothes  and  relieves  sore, 
burping,  itching  eyelids;  relaxes  tired  eyes. 
Laboratories  can  count  the  extra  grains  re¬ 
moved  by  LAVOPTIK  Eye  Wash.  Available 
at  .eading  drug  counters  everywhere. 
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first  mortgage 

interest  par  annum  church  bonds 
with  maturity  dates  ranging  from  1  to  10%  years  and 
interest  payable  semiannually. 

This  announcement  is  neither  an  offer  to  sell  nor  a  solicitation 
of  an  offer  to  bu^.  Tpft  offer  is  made  by  prospectus  only. 


i.i  i  c5^cB  dulbertsoq  and  Company' 

[ffit  1408  Continental  Life  Building 

Fort  Worth,  Texas  76102 

Within  Texas,  call  1-300-792-2992  Outside  of  Texas,  call  1-800-433-2423  (toll  free) 

Gentlemen:  Please  send  information  on  available  first  mortgage  church  bonds. 

Name - - - 


|  Address - 

j  City,  State  &  Zip_ 
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THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 
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Cost  of  a  single  subscription 
is  $2.50  per  year. 
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News  stories 

Please  send  all  news  stories  and 
photographs  to: 

AREA  PROVOST 

1 1 14  American  Bank  Building 
200  Carondelet  Street 
New  Orleans,  Louisiana  70130 


Bishop’s  Message 

ijj 

ur  compliments  to  the  staff,  the  leaders,  and  the  participants  in  the  recent 
itor’s  School,  an  event  which  I  believe  has  immense  practical  value  and 
....portance  for  our  conference. 

The  school  this  year  was  a  real  school,  not  a  series  of  lectures,  not  an  “I  talk, 
you  listen”  exercise,  but  rather  a  total  learning  experience.  The  men  and 
women  who  attended  preached  twice  in  small  groups  where  constructive 
evaluation  and  helps  were  offered  by  peers.  Taped  sermons  gave  an  individual 
the  opportunity  to  hear  himself  preach.  The  video  tape  project  was  also  in¬ 
triguing  though  not  fully  used.  Lectures  on  principles  of  preaching  and  model 
sermons  from  Dr.  Merrill  Abbey,  international  authority,  lent  formal  substance 
to  the  entire  program.  Perhaps  the  best  feature  was  the  fact  that  everyone’s 
personal  conversation,  his  interest,  his  concern  was  directed  toward  his  one 
important  but  heretofore  badly  neglected  aspect  of  the  minister’s  calling. 

This  is  only  the  beginning.  Through  various  forms  of  continuing  education  our 
conference  will  be  giving  attention  to  the  art,  craft,  and  importance  of  the 
preaching  of  the  gospel. 

We  salute  the  Reverend  John  Johns  and  his  capable  staff  for  a  pastor’s  school 
ably  administered  and  fully  effective  in  its  purpose. 

Faithfully 

Finis  A.  Crutchfield 


The  book  display  - 
Ed  Taylor. 


Reverends  George  Pearce,  Don  Hall,  Byrl  Moreland,  Robert 


One  of  the  preaching  groups  at  Pastor's  School. 


Old  Time  Camp  Meeting 
To  Be  Held  At  Lake  Charles 
District  Camp  Grounds 

If  rilirino  f  ho  Innn  cnmmnr  — — -  - 


Successful  Pastor’s  School  Emphasized  Preaching  Ministry 

Bv  ODELL  SIMMONS  period  of  Questions  and  answers.  He  also - -  -  —  .1 — „ r-v_ 


If,  during  the  long  summer  months 
your  memory  is  punctuated  with 
thoughts  of  the  ‘‘good  old  days,”  it  is  very 
likely  that  you  will  recall  the  church 
camp  meeting  of  yesteryear.  Maybe  you 
are  too  young  to  remember  —  or  just  the 
age  to  recall  vaguely  that  you  were  a 
little  tyke  who  ate  a  little  and  played  a 
lot.  Or  maybe  you  really  are  one  of  the 
oldtimers  who  sang,  and  prayed,  and 
shared  the  Christian  fellowship  of  a 
pastoral  setting  for  a  week  of  Sundays! 

Take  heart!  This  is  the  time  to 
recapture  yesterday:  August  18-24  at  the 
Lake  Charles  District  United  Methodist 
Camp,  six  miles  West  of  Kinder.  Spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Kinder  and  Roanoke  United 
Methodist  Churches,  the  event  is  in¬ 
terdenominational,  with  all  church  af¬ 
filiations  invited.  The  meeting  will  begin 
at  2  P.M.  on  August  18.  District 
Superintendent  “Woody”  Hearn  is  the 
featured  speaker  that  eveni'ng,  with  the 
Rev.  J.  C.  Skinner,  Lake  Charles,  song 
leader. 

t  Each  morning  will  begin  with  a  short 
devotional  before  breakfast,  and  a  Bible 
Study  Hour  and  morning  worship  after 
breakfast.  Afternoons  are  for  relaxation, 
recreation,  and  meditation.  Evening 
programs  will  feature  music  and  wit¬ 
nessing  prior  to  the  evening  meal,  and  a 
worship  service  after  supper.  The  Rev. 

Algiers  Churches 
Sponsor  Summer 
Camp 


The  Rev.  Homer  V.  Bailes,  Pastor  of 
Roanoke  United  Methodist  Church. 
Homer  V.  Bailes  is  the  featured  speaker 
each  evening. 

A  number  of  singing  groups  will  par¬ 
ticipate  throughout  the  week,  and  pastors 
of  other  denominations  in  the  area  will 
conduct  the  daily  worship  services. 

The  dining  hall  will  be  open  for  those 
who  wish  to  eat  there  (except  for  the 
Sunday  evening  meal);  others  will  use 
campfires  for  outdoor  cooking.  Cabins 
are  available  for  those  who  wish  to  stay 
overnight  at  the  site. 

The  theme  for  the  camp  meeting  is 
“Give  God  A  Chance  —  He  Keeps?  His 
Promises.”  Promise  yourself  a  great 
week  of  spiritual  revival  August  18-24! 

News  From 
Centenary 

A  series  of  original  cartoons  drawn  by 
William  K.  Graham,  editorial  cartoonist 
for  the  Arkansas  Gazette,  have  been 
donated  to  Centenary  College.  The 
cartoons  were  placed  on  display  in  the 
Library  art  gallery  on  July  1,  and  will  be 
exhibited  through  August  21.  Mr. 
Graham  is  a  1942  graduate  of  Centenary, 
and  has  worked  for  the  Arkansas  paper 
since  1948. 


By  ODELL  SIMMONS 
Commissioner, 

The  Louisiana  Methodist 
Practical,  challenging,  unifying  — 
these  were  terms  used  to  describe  the 
1974  Pastor’s  School  held  at  Centenary 
College  in  Shreveport,  July  22-25.  The 
theme  of  the  week’s  activities  was  "A 
Preaching  Workshop.”  The  general 
feeling  of  those  participating  was  that  the 
school  had  been  highly  successful,  a 
refreshing  experience.  This  evaluation 
was  attributed  to  the  practical  nature  of 
the  school  itself,  to  the  able  leadership  of 
Dr.  Merrill  R.  Abbey  and  to  the  fact  that 
each  minister  was  given  an  opportunity 
to  become  not  just  a  recipient  but  a 
participant  in  the  activities.  Bishop  Finis 
A.  Crutchfield  summed  observations  in 
his  closing  comments  Thursday  morning 
saying,  “This  has  truly  been  a  real 
pastor’s  school! "  To  this  the  85  of  us  who 
took  part  whole-heartily  agree. 

Much  of  the  school’s  success  is  credited 
to  the  leadership  of  Dr.  Merrill  R.  Abbey, 
former  professor  of  homiletics  at  Garrett 
Theological  Seminary  and  resource 
person  for  this  year’s  school.  Dr.  Abbey 
started  each  day  with  a  lecture  on  the 
practical  aspects  of  sermon  preparation, 
development  and  delivery,  followed  by  a 


period  of  questions  and  answers.  He  also 
closed  the  day’s  activities  by  delivering 
the  sermon  at  the  evening  worship  hour. 

Another  meaningful  part  of  the  school 
was  the  sharing  of  sermons  by  the 
various  ministers  attending  —  a  rare 
privilege  for  most.  Each  participant  was 
asked  to  come  prepared  to  deliver  two 
twelve  minute  sermons.  By  so  doing  the 
minister  was  allowed  to  become  a  con¬ 
tributing  member  in  the  school,  thus 
creating  a  feeling  of  unity  not  felt  in 
previous  schools  of  this  type.  During  the 
periods  allotted  to  individual  sermons  the 
class  was  sub-divided  into  small  groups. 
Following  each  sermon  was  a  time  for 
constructive  evaluation  with  positive 
suggestions  by  fellow  ministers  under  the 
direction  of  two  group  leaders.  Through 
this  process  ministers  were  given  the 
advantage  of  combined  experience  and 
knowledge  from  associates  in  the  Con¬ 
ference.  Those  persons  serving  as  group 
leaders  were  the  Reverends  George 
Harkins,  George  Ross,  Nathaniel  Perry, 
Byrl  Moreland,  Henry  Bowden,  Jr., 
Larry  Robertson,  Henry  Blount,  Moses 
Jackson,  Bob  Bengston  and  Sale  Lilly. 

The  Bishop’s  Banquet  was  held  on 
Wednesday  evening  in  the  cafeteria  at 
Centenary  College.  The  program  con- 


Conference  Treasurer  Issues 
Bright  Report  At  Mid-  Year 


The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Odell  Simmons. 
DeRidder,  enjoy  Pastor’s  School. 
sisted  of  questions  submitted  previously 
by  ministers  for  the  bishop’s  con¬ 
sideration  at  this  time.  However,  Bishop 
Crutchfield  contracted  laryngitis  on  the 
day  of  the  banquet  and  was  unable  to 
speak.  He,  therefore,  wrote  answers  to 
the  questions  ancLDr.  Clyde  S.  dark, 
superintendent  of  the  Alexandria 
District,  became  the  “spokesman”  for 


the  bishop,  reading  the  responses.  Dr 
Clark  wittingly  added  side  remarks  and 
employed  various  voice  inflections  much 
to  the  delight  of  the  120  ministers  and 
wives  present. 

The  success  of  the  1974  session  of 
Pastor’s  School  did  not  just  happen 
Appreciation  is  extended  on  behalf  of  the 
Conference  to  all  those  who  structured 
and  implemented  its  program. 
Recognition  is  made  of  the  Reverends 
James  Poole  as  chairman  of  the  school, 
John  Johns  as  dean,  Howard  Milo  as 
assistant-chairman  and  to  all  those  who 
served  on  the  committee,  in  groups  and 
in  numerous  other  capacities.  You  did  an 
efficient  job  and  the  school  reflected  your 
efforts. 

The  Reverend  Abraham  Davis  has 
been  named  as  dean  of  the  1975  Pastor’s 
School.  Ministers  of  the  Conference  are 
asked  to  indicate  to  Mr.  Davis  areas  of 
interest  and  possible  approaches  to  be 
used  in  insuring  a  vital,  appealing 
program  of  study  for  the  1975  session. 
Someone  has  suggested  a  continuation  of 
the  practical  type  study  pursued  this 
year  —  perhaps  exploring  another  area 
of  the  pastoral  ministry.  If  this  were  up 
for  approval,  I  for  one  on  the  basis  of  this 
year’s  experience  would  vote  “yes!" 


Around  Our  Conference 


CAN  YOU  MATCH  THIS?  The  two- 
weeks  Vacation  Church  School  at 
Broadmoor  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  had  an 
enrollment  of  471!  (See  issue  of  July  19 
for  picture.) 


St.  Barnard-Arabi  Church,  Chalmette, 
shows  its  appreciation  for  church 
members  by  honoring  a  “Family  of  The 
Week"  each  Sunday.  Families  are 
selected  for  their  dedication  to  the 
church  and  participation  in  various 
phases  of  church  work  The  Rev  James 
O.  Evans  is  pastor  of  St.  Bemard-Arabi. 


Attention 

Attention:  Retired  members  of 
the  Conference,  and  widows  of 
retired  members  —  A  new  feature 
will  be  added  to  the  paper  soon.  It 
will  be  called  “Veterans  of  The 
Cross.”  The  paper  needs  to  know 
news  about  you  and  yours.  Please 
let  us  hear  from  you! 


_ .  _ 

United  Churches  of  Algiers  Emergency 
Fupd,  Inc.  recently  sponsored  a  week  of 
summer  camp  near  Covington  for  57 
underprivileged  children. 

The  photograph  shows  some  of  these 
children  in  front  of  their  tent.  During  the 
week  they  enjoyed  swimming,  arts  and 
crafts,  volley  ball,  basketball,  hiking, 
and  many  other  outdoor  games  and 
indoor  activities. 

The  Rev.  Nathan  Daniels,  Jr.,  Pastor 
of  St.  Matthew  Church,  portrayed  the 
fatherly  image  for  the  youngsters. 


The  1974  Great  Teachers-Scholars 
Fund  for  Centenary  College  has  ex¬ 
ceeded  its  $300,000  goal.  In  making  the 
announcement,  George  D.  Nelson, 
chairman  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  said 
that  a  total  of  $305,000  was  reported  to 
Will  H.  Jackson,  chairman  of  this  year’s 
campaign. 

*  *  *  •  * 

A  Shreveport  attorney,  Eugene  W. 
Bryson,  Jr.,  has  been  elected  president  of 
the  Centenary  College  Alumni 
Association,  succeeding  Dr.  W.  Juan 
Watkins.  Mr.  Bryson,  a  1963  graduate  of 
Centenary,  is  an  Assistant  District 
Attorney  in  Caddo  Parish.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Noel  Memorial  United 
Methodist  Church. 


Dr.  R.  Leonard  Cooke,  Conference 
Treasurer  and  Statistician,  is  now  in  his 
seventh  year  of  service  in  this  capacity. 
Doctor  Cooke  is  shown  in  his  office  in 
Shreveport. 

Printed  here  is  an  analysis  of  our 
Conference’s  monetary  status  on  items 
for  the  first  six  months  of  1974  as  com¬ 
pared  to  the  same  period  in  1973.  Please 
note  that  there  is  an  overall  increase  of 


Peggy  Bolton,  a  familiar  face  in  the 
Treasurer’s  office,  has  been  "on  board’’ 
almost  as  long  as  Doctor  Cooke.  Peggy  is 
secretary  and  bookkeeper  for  the  Confer¬ 
ence  Hospital  and  Death  Benefit 
Program. 

approximately  $43,000  at  this  point. 
Giving  is  ahead  of  last  year’s  in  all  items 
with  the  exception  of  World  Ser¬ 
vice/  Conference  Benevolences  (a 
matter  of  no  great  alarm). 


A  “Jesus  Rally”  is  being  held  at 
Loranger  Church,  beginning  Friday 
August  23,  through  Sunday  August  25.  A 
recent  announcement  indicates  that  the 
program  will  include  “singing,  sharing, 
witnessing,  recreation  and  Christian 
fellowship.”  Paul  L.  Wesley  serves 
Loranger-Coopers  Chapel. 


Felicity  Bus  Attracts  Generous  Support 


Churches  throughout  the  Louisiana 
Conference  have  responded  to  the  call  for 
funds  for  the  Felicity  Church  bus,  and  as 
a  result  the  donations  have  been  coming 
in  to  the  church  in  a  gratifying  manner. 

Seed  money  for  the  bus  in  the  amount 
of  $1,500  was  given  by  the  Sunday  School 
classes  of  Noel  Memorial  Church, 
Shreveport.  Since  that  time  other  groups 
have  answered  the  call  for  assistance. 


The  Rev.  Robert 
H.  [Bob]  Jamieson, 
Pastor,  and  Denver 
Gray,  Layman, 
of  Munholland 
Church,  Metairie, 
are  among  those 
who  have  been 
leaders  In  local 
fund  raising  on  be¬ 
half  of  the  Felicity 
Church  bus. 


Mulholland  Church,  Metairie,  contri¬ 
buted  $2400;  First  Church,  New  Orleans, 
gave  $550  toward  the  cost  of  insurance. 

Among  known  participants  are  Spring- 
hill  Church,  $100  from  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Wayne  Bryan;  First  Church,  Alexandria, 
$1,900;  and  Conference  Youth  have  dedi¬ 
cated  a  portion  of  the  Youth  Service 
Fund. 


District  Superintendents  Fund 
Episcopal  Fund 
Pensions  or  Church  Claimants 
Minimum  Salary  Fund 
Black  Colleges 
World  Service/  Conference  Benevolences 
General  Administration 
Jurisdictional  Administration 
La.  Annual  Conference  Administration 
Interdenominational  Cooperative  Fund 
Temporary  General  Aid  Fund 
Ministerial  Education  Fund 

Total  Collections  for  all  Purposes 


District  Superintendents  Fund 
Episcopal  Fund 
Pensions  or  Church  Claimants 
Equitable  Salary  Fund 
Black  Colleges 

World  Service/  Conference  Benevolences 
General  Administration 
Jurisdictional  Administration 
La.  Annual  Conference  Administration 
Interdenominational  Cooperative  Fund 
Interchurch  Conference 
Temporary  General  Aid  Fund 
Ministerial  Education 
Centenary  College  Fund 

Total  Collections  for  all  Purposes 


Total  Collections 

1-1-73/  6-30-73 

Percentages  $ 

90,373.88 

48.9  £ 

19,148.84 

51.0  £ 

235,226.05 

44.8  $ 

8,784.62 

50.2  $ 

12,290.72 

17.4  X 

5  166,924.97 

36.2  x 

7,901.40 

38.5  X 

4,002.48 

40.0  X 

52,026.34 

35.8  $ 

1,940.29 

19.3  * 

7,937.01 

34.5  $ 

22,868.60 

23.3  •: 

$811,759.02 

tal  Collections 

1-1-74/  6-30-74 

Percentages  $ 

99,666.60 

51.1  £ 

23,922.62 

59.8  > 

254,009.73 

47.4  >: 

4,715.37 

58.9  >; 

23,342.79 

29.0  X 

159,627.00 

35.8  3 

9,259.24 

46.2  £ 

3,954.52 

49.4  £ 

64,394.28 

42.9  x 

2,951.65 

21.8  £ 

3,151.56 

23.8 

8,975.98 

39.0  X 

28,439.37 

29.0  >• 

46,716.41 

23.3  * 

$856,066.76 

V 

The  X-Y-Z’s  of  First  Church,  Baton 
Rouge  are  far  from  the  end  of  the 
alphabet  —  or  the  “end  of  the  road !  ”  This 
retired  group,  whose  name  is  “Xtra 
Years  of  Zest”  enjoys  a  productive 
schedule  weekly  at  the  church.  Ceramic 
casting  and  cleaning  is  on  the  program 
for  Monday;  Tuesday  is  the  time  for 
Men’s  Coffee  Club.  On  Wednesday  a 
weaving  class  is  held;  Thursday  is  a 
particularly  busy  day,  with  general 
crafts,  oil  painting,  crewel  embroidery, 
beginners’  knitting,  decoupage,  calico 
flowers,  and  crochet.  Friday  morning  is 
devoted  to  ceramic  glazing  and  staining 

St.  Paul’s  Church,  Monroe,  is  par¬ 
ticipating  in  the  Monroe  District 
Crusade,  which  will  continue  through 
1974.  The  Crusade  will  climax  with 
evangelistic  services  at  the  Monroe  Civic 
Center,  October  13-20.  In  preparation  for 
the  October  meeting  events  leading  up  to 
it  include  prayer  meetings  and  spiritual 
preparation  rallies. 


song  at  First  Church,  Pineville,  oi 
August  4.  Also  of  note  from  the  church  — 
the  average  attendance  at  Church  Schoo 
has  shown  an  increase  of  10  per  montl 
over  the  same  period  in  1973.  We  quote 
from  the  Newsletter:  “.  .  .  When  we 
realize  that  each  one  of  these  numbers 
represents  a  person  who  is  now  getting 
additional  training  in  Christian  Educa 
tion,  we  are  more  grateful  than  ever  tc 
our  church  school  workers  for  the  effort 
they  make  each  week  to  help  bring  this 
about.” 


The  District  Council  on  Ministries  has 
formed  “Cluster  Groups”  of  churches  ir 
the  New  Orleans  District,  in  an  effort  tc 
make  the  Council  more  the  instrument 
and  aid  of  the  Local  Church. 


The  Mission  Project  for  the  year  of  the 
Haynes ville  Church  is  the  Chirrip< 
Indian  Mission  in  Costa  Rica.  Pastoi 
Lael  S.  Jones’s  brother,  the  Rev.  Azie 
Jones  and  Mrs.  Jones  are  missionary 
there  and  are  in  the  process  of  trans 
lating  the  Bible  into  the  Chirripo  Indiai 
language. 


Mrs.  W.  S.  P.  Norris  was  guest  speaker 
for  the  Women’s  Day  Program  at  Wesley 
Church,  Bunkie,  on  July  28.  The  theme 
was  “Women:  The  Bridge  of  Hope.” 

Mrs.  Norris  is  President  of  UMW  of 
First  Street  Church,  New  Orleans,  and  is 
also  a  member  of  the  New  Orleans 
chapter  of  the  Louisiana  League  for  Good 
Government  and  is  corresponding 
secretary  for  the  New  Orleans  United 
Methodist  District  Parsonettes.  She  is 
the  widow  of  the  Rev.  W.  S.  P.  Norris, 
and  is  the  daughter  of  the  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
Robert  S.  Taylor,  who  are  presently 
serving  Wesley.  Mrs.  Norris  is  a  social 
worker  with  the  Louisiana  Department 
of  Public  Welfare  in  New  Orleans. 


“The  Christlife  Singers,”  a  group  of 
students  from  Vennard  College,  Univer¬ 
sity  Park,  Iowa,  presented  a  program  in 


The  Rev.  William  “Bill”  McCutheon 
Pastor  of  St.  Paul’s  Church,  Batoi 
Rouge,  has  scheduled  a  special  meetini 
on  August  21  to  discuss  crime  sup 
pression  and  morality  in  the  community 

Will  Finnin  Named 
Chairman  Of  Louisiana 
Campus  Ministry  Coalition 

The  Louisiana 
Coalition  on  Cam¬ 
pus  Ministry,  state¬ 
wide  interfaith  as¬ 
sociation  of  minis¬ 
ters  in  higher  edu¬ 
cation,  has  an¬ 
nounced  the  elec¬ 
tion  of  The  Rev. 

William  M.  Finnin, 

Jr.  as  chairman  for 
the  1974-75  academic  year.  Mr.  Finnin 
campus  minister  at  the  Baton  Roug 
campus  of  Louisiana  State  Universil 
serving  United  Methodists  and  Presb' 
terians  US  through  the  UCM. 
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The  Lausanne  Covenant:  great 
potential  for  unity  or  division 


Text  of  the  Lausanne  Covenant 


A  15-point  document  aimed  at  ex¬ 
pressing  the  beliefs  of  evangelical 
Protestants  at  the  just-completed 
International  Congress  on  World 
Evangelism  in  Lausanne,  Switzerland 
can  become  one  of  the  most  important 
Christian  statements  of  this  decade  if  it  is 
received  and  used  appropriately.  For 
this  reason,  we  are  publishing  in  full  the 

Lausanne  Covenant,”  as  it  is  called, 
elsewhere  on  this  page  (see  also  news 
reports  in  TM/  UMR,  July  26  and  August 
2.  and  elsewhere  in  this  issue). 

Although  it  is  the  creation  of  “con¬ 
servative”  elements  within  the  church, 
the  Lausanne  Covenant  has  potentially 
profound  significance  for  all  Christians 
for  several  reasons:  (1)  It  is  an 
ecumenical  document,  formed  and  ap¬ 
proved  by  Christians  from  more  than  150 
countries  throughout  the  world;  (2) 
While  containing  some  doctrinal 
assertions  with  which  many  sincere 
Christians  cannot  agree,  most  of  the 
document’s  substance  is  stated  in  terms 
with  which  most  Christians  will  surely 
agree;  (3)  It  is  the  first  such  statement 
by  evangelicals  to  give  due  recognition  to 
the  importance  of  applying  Christian 
principles  to  the  structures  of  society; 
and  (4)  One  of  its  signers,  Dr.  Billy 
Graham,  challenged  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  to  consider  the  Lausanne 
Covenant  at  its  1975  meeting— “with  the 
idea  of  adopting  more  biblical  concepts 
of  evangelism  and  missions”— and  the 
head  of  the  WCC’s  Commission  on  World 
Mission  and  Evangelism,  Dr.  Emilio 
Castro,  welcomed  the  challenge  and 
assured  participants  at  the  Congress  that 
such  input  will  be  built  into  the  WCC’s 

Welcome  to  readers 
of  four  new  TM/UMR 
local  church  editions 

During  the  past  two  weeks,  four 
congregations  have  initiated  local  church 
editions  of  TM/  UMR,  whereby  their 
local  churches'  news  is  combined  with 
annual  conference  and  general  church 
news  and  mailed  to  every  church  family. 

The  new  every-family  congregations, 
and  their  number  of  subscriptions,  are  as 
follows;  First  UMC,  Perry,  Florida,  320; 
Gobin  Memorial  UMC,  Greencastle, 
Indiana,  325;  Park  Temple  UMC,  Ft. 
Lauderdale,  Florida,  1380;  and  St.  Paul 
UMC.  Abilene,  Texas  977. 

To  3.000  new  subscribers  in  these  four 
congregations,  we  say  “Welcome.  We 
hope  you  will  find  TM/UMR  informative, 
and  that  you  will  join  with  our  other 
readers  in  providing  feedback  via  ‘Let¬ 
ters  to  the  Editor.’  ”  To  our  continuing 
readers  throughout  the  church,  we  say 
again:  “Thank  you  for  your  part  in 
making  TM/UMR  what  it  is.” 


1975  agenda.  Further,  Dr.  Castro 
reported  that  Dr  Graham  has  been  in¬ 
vited  to  participate  in  the  WCC 
Assembly,  which  will  carry  the  general 
theme,  “So  the  world  may  believe  .” 

As  indicated  initially,  we  believe  the 
key  to  the  document  realizing  its 
potential  significance  is  the  way  it  is 
“received  and  used.” 

We  hope  it  will  be  received  by  the  WCC, 
and  by  Christians  throughout  the  world, 
as  a  sincere  attempt  by  one  group  of 
Christians  to  express  their  un¬ 
derstanding  of  the  church’s  purpose  and 
mission.  And,  we  hope  that  the  WCC  and 
others  will  take  pains  to  express  specific 
points  at  which  they  agree  and  disagree 
with  the  Lausanne  formulation— thereby 
beginning  what  we  hope  will  become  a 
continuing  dialogue  between  “con¬ 
servative"  and  “liberal”  elements  of 
Christ’s  Body. 

We  hope  the  Lausanne  Covenant  will  be 
used  by  its  adherents  as  a  statement  of 
their  understanding  of  the  faith,  and  not 
as  an  end-all  statement  of  dogma  with 
which  others  must  either  agree  or  be 
written  off  as  “unchristian.” 

The  Covenant  was  described  by  some 
of  the  nearly  2,000  who  signed  it  as  “the 
broadest  statement  of  conservative 
Protestant  agreement  sii.ee  the  ‘five 
fundamentals’  of  the  1920’s.”  If  the 
Lausanne  Covenant  should  be  used  as  a 
polemical  document  in  the  way  the  “five 
fundamentals”  were  used,  then  it  would 
have  a  tragically  divisive  effect  on  a 
church  already  too-long  and  too-much 
divided! 

Our  hope  is  that  those  subscribing  to 
the  Lausanne  Covenant  will  remain 
faithful  to  their  own  statement  regarding 
the  church:  “The  church  is  more  a 
community  than  an  institution,  and  must 
not  be  identified  with  any  particular 
culture,  structure  or  organization,  social 
or  political  system,  or  human  ideology.” 
The  Lausanne  Covenant  itself 
represents,  at  least  in  part,  a  type  of 
human  ideology.  Those  who  subscribe  to 
it  should  remember  that  they  are  com¬ 
mitted  to  yet  a  higher  allegiance  than  the 
Covenant— the  universal  church  of  Jesus 
Christ,  which  includes  Christians  of 
many  different  perspectives  including 
Roman  Catholics  and  WCC-type 
Protestants! 

If  the  WCC  will  take  seriously  the  need 
to  dialogue  with  evangelical 
Christians  ...  if  evangelical  Christians 
will  use  the  Lausanne  Covenant  as  the 
basis  for  engaging  in  dialogue  with 
Christians  of  other  outlooks  as  well  as 
using  it  as  their  own  mandate  for 
mission  ...  if  Christians  of  both  “con¬ 
servative”  and  “liberal”  outlooks  will 
recognize  that  they  have  something  to 
offer  and  to  learn  from  one  another.  .  . 
then  the  cause  of  Christian  unity  will 
become  stronger  .  .  .  and  we  will  be  able 
to  carry  Christ’s  gospel  to  the  whole 
world  more  effectively  than  at  any  time 
previously.  With  God,  all  things  are 
possible! 


EDITORS’  NOTE;  At  the  just- 
complctcd  International  Congress  on 
World  Evangelism  in  Lausanne.  Swit¬ 
zerland.  a  15-point  document,  entitled  the 
Lausanne  Covenant,  was  signed  by 
nearly  2000  evangelical  Christians  from 
around  the  world. 

As  indicated  in  the  editorial  elsewhere 
on  this  page.  TM/  l’ MR  Editors  believe 
the  Lausanne  Covenant  to  be  a  document 
of  historical  importance — and  that  it  may 
serve  either  as  a  means  toward  greater 
unity  or  greater  division  among 
Christians  seeking  to  carry  out  their 
mission  in  the  world. 

So  that  TM/  l  iU  readers  may  read 
and  study  and  discuss  the  Lausanne 
Covenant  on  the  basis  of  first-hand 
knowledge,  we  are  publishing  it  in  full. 
Reader  comments  and  responses  to  the 
document  w  ill  be  published  in  subsequent 
issues. 

Introduction 

We,  members  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ,  from 
more  than  ISO  nations,  participants  in  the  International 
Congress  On  World  Evangelization  at  Lausanne, 
praise  God  for  his  great  salvation  and  rejoice  in  the 
fellowship  he  has  given  us  with  himself  and  with  each 
other.  We  are  deeply  stirred  by  what  God  is  doing  in 
our  day.  moved  to  penitence  by  our  failures  and 
challenged  by  the  unfinished  task  of  evangelization. 
We  believe  the  gospel  is  God's  good  news  for  the  whole 
world,  and  we  are  determined  by  his  grace  to  obey 
Christ's  commission  to  proclaim  it  to  all  mankind  and 
to  make  disciples  of  every  nation.  We  desire,  therefore, 
to  affirm  our  faith  and  our  resolve,  and  to  make  public 
our  covenant. 

1.  The  Purpose  Of  God 

We  affirm  our  belief  in  the  one  eternal  God,  Creator 
and  Lord  of  the  world.  Father,  Son  and  Holy  Spirit,  who 
governs  all  things  according  to  the  purpose  of  his  will. 
He  has  been  calling  out  from  the  world  a  people  for 
himself,  and  sending  his  people  back  into  the  world  to 
be  his  servants  and  his  witnesses,  for  the  extension  of 
his  kingdom,  the  building  up  of  Christ's  body,  and  the 
glory  of  his  name  We  confess  with  shame  that  we  have 
often  denied  our  calling  and  failed  in  our  mission,  by 
becoming  conformed  to  the  world  or  by  withdrawing 
from  it.  Yet  we  rejoice  that  even  when  borne  by  earth¬ 
en  vessels  the  gospel  is  still  a  precious  treasure.  To 
the  task  of  making  that  treasure  known  in  the  power  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  we  desire  to  dedicate  ourselves  anew. 

(Isa.  40:28.  Matt.  28:19;  Eph  1:11;  Acts  15: 14;  John 
17:6,18,  Eph  4:12;  I  Cor.  5:10,  Rom.  12:2;  II  Cor.  4:7) 

2.  The  Authority  And  Power  Of  The  Bible 

We  affirm  the  divine  inspiration,  truthfulness  and 
authority  of  both  Old  and  New  Testament  Scriptures  In 
their  entirety  as  the  only  written  word  of  God,  without 
error  in  all  that  It  affirms,  and  the  only  infallible  rule  of 
faith  and  practice.  We  also  affirm  the  power  of  God's 
word  to  accomplish  his  purpose  of  salvation.  The 
message  of  the  Bible  is  addressed  to  all  mankind.  For 
God's  revelation  in  Christ  and  in  Scripture  Is  un¬ 
changeable.  Through  it  the  Holy  Spirit  still  speaks 
today.  He  illumines  the  minds  of  God's  people  in  every 
culture  to  perceive  its  truth  freshly  through  their  own 
eyes  and  thus  discloses  to  the  whole  church  ever  more 
of  the  many  coloured  wisdom  of  God. 

(II  Tim.  3:16.  II  Pet  1:21;  John  10:35;  Isa.  55:11;  I 
Cor.  1:21;  Rom.  1:16;  Matt.  5:17,18;  Jude  3;  Eph. 
1:17,18;  3:10,18) 

3.  The  Uniqueness  And  Universality  Of  Christ 

We  affirm  that  there  Is  only  one  Saviour  and  only  one 
gospel,  although  there  is  a  wide  diversity  of 
evangelistic  approaches.  We  recognize  that  all  men 
have  some  knowledge  of  God  through  his  general 
revelation  in  nature.  But  we  deny  that  this  can  save, 
for  men  suppress  the  truth  by  their  unrighteousness. 
We  also  reject  as  derogajory  to  Christ  and  the  gospel 
every  kind  of  syncretism  and  dialogue  which  irrplies 
that  Christ  speaks  equally  through  all  religions  and 
ideologies.  Jesus  Christ,  being  himself  the  only  God- 
man,  who  gave  himself  as  the  only  ransom  for  sinners, 
is  the  only  mediator  between  God  and  man.  There  is  no 
other  name  by  which  we  must  be  saved.  All  men  are 
perishing  because  of  sin,  but  God  loves  all  men,  rot 
wishing  that  any  should  perish  but  that  all  should 
repent  Yet  those  who  reject  Christ  repudiate  the  joy  of 


On  the  TM/UMR  Beat 

Profiles  of  a  \ good  minister’  and 
a  ] good  lay  person 9  drawn 


What  do  United  Methodist  laypersons 
want  in  their  minister? 

According  to  a  profile  drawn  from 
nearly  100  responses  to  a  recent 
TM/  UMR  survey,  the  ideal  minister 
would  be  a  composite  of  evangelist  Billy 
Graham,  the  Good  Samaritan,  and  the 
late  theologian  Karl  Barth. 

Based  on  a  smaller  number  of 
responses  from  ministers,  the  “good 
layperson”  is  one  who  takes  seriously  his 
church  membership  vows. 

Although  such  a  survey  has  no 
scientific  validity,  the  tabulated 
responses  do  offer  interesting  insights 
into  those  qualities  most  desired— and 
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least  desired— in  a  pastor  and  layperson. 

What  does  the  profile  of  a  “good 
minister”  and  a  “good  layperson”  look 
like?  Both  profiles  begin  with  the  same 
number  one  quality— an  active  com¬ 
mitment  to  Jesus  Christ.  Heading  the  list 
of  specific  plus-qualities  desired  in  a 
minister  were  good  preaching,  caring  for 
people,  and  a  biblically-based, 
spirit ually-sensitive  dedication  to  Christ 
and  the  church. 

An  Appleton,  Mo.  layperson  capsuled  it 
when  she  wrote:  “an  enthusiastic  deep 
conviction  of  Christ  as  Lord  and  Savior;  ” 
and  from  Wise,  Va.:  “a  born-again 
person;”  while  a  Corpus  Christi,  Tx. 
minister  said  such  a  commitment  must 
be  specifically  Christian  and  not  a  vague 
“religious”  feeling. 

The  respondents  spelled  out  that 
commitment  in  several  ways.  Word  and 
deed,  faith  and  practice,  many  said, 
must  go  hand-in-hand.  When  minister 
and  layperson  spotted  that  unity,  they 
were  quick  to  praise  each  other;  when 
they  thought  the  other  did  not  practice 
what  he  preached,  they  expressed  keen 
disappointment. 

Loyalty  to  the  church  ranked  as 
another  dimension  of  commitment.  A 
rural  Missouri  pastor  wrote  that  he 
prized  the  layperson  who  “does  all  in  his 
power  to  advance  the  spiritual  life  of  the 
church”  and  who  “supports  with  his 
presence,  prayers  and  money  the  work  of 
the  church  as  a  whole,  even  though  not 
agreeing  with  everything.” 

Ministers  who  responded  indicated 
that  the  vows  of  church  membership  are 
important  guides  for  the  “good 
layperson.”  In  fact,  the  lack  of  com¬ 
mitment  to  those  vows  is  “probably  the 
greatest  thing  many  laypersons  fail  to 
do"  wrote  a  Florida  pastor. 

People  want  a  bit  of  Karl  Barth  in  their 
minister,  which  means  that  they  want  a 
thinker  who  is  also  dedicated  to  God. 

An  Eastern  Oklahoma  layperson  hoped 
his  preacher  would  “not  sink  to  19th 
century  theology  for  purposes  of  drawing 
larger  crowds  and  attracting  more 
financial  support,”  and  one  from  Min¬ 
nesota  praised  her  pastor  for  having  “an 
adequate  background  of  theological 
knowledge  to  explain  God’s  Word  to  the 
congregation.” 

That  quality  was  not  limited  ex¬ 
clusively,  however,  to  ministers.  One 
northern  California  minister  desired 
“the  quality  of  inquiry  that  prompts  the 
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layperson  to  read  and  learn  so  as  to 
discover  where  God  is  at  work  in  today’s 
world  and  to  apply  action  where  it  is  most 
effective  for  God’s  kingdom.” 

The  Good  Samaritan  attitude  of  caring 
for  people  placed  high  on  everyone’s  list 
of  desired  qualities.  Faith  in  God,  it  was 
felt,  leads  to  love  for  persons  and  no 
profile  of  a  “good  minister”  or  a  “good 
layperson”  can  be  complete  without  that 
quality. 

A  Denver,  Colo,  lay  woman  wrote; 
“The  single  most  important  quality  in  a 
minister,  in  my  opinion,  is  a  genuine 
feeling  of  caring,  or  possessing  agape 
love,  toward  all  persons— inside  and 
outside  the  church,  old  or  young,  con¬ 
servative  or  liberal,  intelligent  or  dim- 
witted,  active  or  lazy— which  means  to 
see  each  human  with  the  eyes  of  Christ.” 

United  Methodists  love  to  hear  good 
preaching  and  they  seem  to  want 
something  important  to  come  from  the 
pulpit  every  Sunday.  Those  critics  who 
believe  preaching  has  lost  its 
significance  in  modern  life  would  do  well 
to  ponder  the  comments  from  these 
laypersons,  many  of  whom  expressed 
grateful  appreciation  for  their  minister’s 
sermons. 

Even  those  who  criticized  the  preacher 
for  poor  preparation  or  poor  delivery 
(“he  reads  his  sermons”)  indicated 
indirectly  how  important  they  believe  the 
role  of  preaching  to  be.  One  layperson 
from  Wilmington,  Del.  asked  how  he 
could  suggest  that  his  preacher  improve 
his  public  speaking  without  being  of¬ 
fensive  to  him. 

Laypeople  may  endure  poor  preaching 
but  many  of  them  would  welcome  the 
opportunity  to  help  their  preacher  im¬ 
prove,  if  they  knew  what  they  could  do. 
Perhaps  ministers  should  provide  their 
congregations  an  opportunity  to  offer 
constructive  suggestions  for  im¬ 
provement  ! 

Perhaps  the  best  summary  statement 
of  those  qualities  most  desired  in  a  “good 
minister"  (and  with  slight  modification, 
a  “good  layperson,”  too)  comes  from 
members  of  the  United  Methodist  Youth 
Fellowship  in  Vero  Beach,  FI. 

"Qualities  we  like  most  in  our 
minister;”  they  wrote,  “1.  a  good 
preacher;  2.  knowledgeable  about  the 
Bible;  3.  Tells  it  like  it  is;  4.  Demands 
respect;  5.  friendly— for  counseling;  6. 
helps  people  find  answers  about  God  and 
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salvation  and  condemn  themselves  to  eternal 
separation  from  God.  To  proclaim  Jesus  as  "the 
Saviour  of  the  world"  is  not  to  affirm  lhat  all  men  are 
either  automatically  or  ultimately  saved,  still  less  to 
affirm  that  all  religions  offer  salvation  in  Christ 
Rather  it  is  to  proclaim  God's  love  tor  a  world  of  sin¬ 
ners  and  to  invite  all  men  to  respond  to  him  as  Saviour 
and  Lord  In  the  wholehearted  personal  commitment  of 
repentance  and  faith.  Jesus  Christ  has  been  exalted 
above  every  other  name;  we  long  for  the  day  when 
ever*  knee  shall  bow  to  him  and  every  tongue  shall 
confess  him  Lord. 

(Gal  1:6-9;  Rom.  1:18  32;  I  Tim.  2:5,6;  Acts  4:12; 
John  3:16  19;  II  Pet.  3:9;  II  Thess.  1:7-9;  John  4:42; 
Mall  11:28;  Eph.  1:20,21;  Phil.  2:9-11) 

4.  The  Nature  Of  Evangelism 

To  evangelize  is  to  spread  the  good  news  that  Jesus 
Christ  died  for  our  sins  and  was  raised  from  the  dead 
according  to  the  Scriptures,  and  that  as  the  reigning 
Lord  he  now  offers  the  forgiveness  of  sins  and  the 
liberating  gift  of  the  Spirit  to  all  who  repent  and 
believe.  Our  Christian  presence  in  the  world  is  in 
dispensable  to  evangelism,  and  so  is  that  kind  of 
dialogue  whose  purpose  is  to  listen  sensitively  in  order 
to  understand.  But  evangelism  itself  is  the 
proclamation  of  the  historical,  biblical  Christ  as 
Saviour  and  Lord,  with  a  viw  to  persuading  people  to 
come  to  him  personally  and  so  be  reconciled  to  God.  In 
issuing  the  gospel  invitation  we  have  no  liberty  to 
conceal  thecostot"isclpleship.  Jesus  still  calls  all  who 
vwuld  follow  him  to  deny  themselves,  take  up  their 
cross,  and  Identify  themselves  with  his  new  com 
munity.  The  results  of  evangelism  include  obedience  to 
Chnst.  incorporation  into  his  church  and  responsible 
service  In  the  world. 

(ICor.  15:3,4;  Acts2:32  39;  John  20:21;  ICor.l:23;  II 
Cor  4:5,  5:11-20;  Luke  14:25  33;  Mark  8:34;  Acts 
2:40.47;  Mark  10:43-45) 

5.  Christian  Social  Responsibility 

We  affirm  that  God  is  both  the  Creator  and  the  Judge 
of  ail  men.  We  therefore  should  share  his  concern  for 
justice  and  reconciliation  throughout  human  society 
and  tor  the  liberation  of  men  from  every  kind  of  op¬ 
pression.  Because  mankind  Is  made  in  the  image  of 
Goo  every  person,  regardless  of  race,  religion,  colour, 
culture,  class,  sex  or  age,  has  an  intrinsic  dignity 
because  of  which  he  should  be  respected  and  served, 
not  exploited.  Here  too  we  express  penitence  both  for 
our  neglect  and  for  having  sometimes  regarded 
evangelism  and  social  concern  as  mutually  exclusive. 
Although  reconciliation  with  man  is  not  reconciliation 
with  God,  nor  is  social  action  evangelism,  nor  is 
political  liberation  salvation,  nevertheless  we  affirm 
that  evangelism  and  socio  political  involvement  are 
both  part  of  our  Christian  duty.  For  both  are  necessary 
expressions  of  our  doctrines  of  God  and  man,  our  love 
for  our  neighbour  and  our  obedience  to  Jesus  Christ. 
The  message  of  salvation  implies  also  a  message  of 
judgment  upon  every  form  of  alienation,  oppression 
and  discrimination,  and  we  should  not  be  afraid  to 
denounce  evil  and  injustice  wherever  they  exist.  When 
people  receive  Christ  they  are  born  again  into  his 
kingdom  and  must  seek  not  only  to  exhibit  but  also  to 
spread  its  righteousness  in  the  midst  of  an  unrighteous 
(world.  The  salvation  we  claim  should  be  transforming 
us  in  the  totality  of  our  personal  and  social  responsl 
bilities.  Faith  without  works  is  dead. 

(Acts  17:26,31;  Gen.  18:25;  Isa.  1:17;  Psa.  45:7;  Gen. 
1:26,27;  Jas.  3:9;  Lev.  19:18;  Luke  6:2745;  Jas.  2:14 
26;  John 3:34; /Watt.  5:20,6:33;  II  Cor.  3:18;  Jas.  2:20) 

6.  The  Church  and  Evangelism 

We  affirm  that  Christ  sends  his  redeemed  people  Into 
the  world  as  the  Father  sent  him,  and  that  this  calls  for 
a  similar  deep  and  costly  penetration  of  the  world.  We 
need  to  break  out  of  our  ecclesiastical  ghettos  and 
permeate  non-Christian  society.  In  the  church's 
mission  of  sacrificial  service  evangelism  is  primary. 
World  evangel  ization  requires  the  whole  church  to  take 
the  whole  gospel  to  the  whole  world.  The  church  is  at 
the  very  centre  of  God's  cosmic  purpose  and  is  his 
appointed  means  of  spreading  the  gospel.  But  a  church 
which  preaches  the  cross  must  itself  be  marked  by  the 
cross  It  becomes  a  stumbling  block  to  evangelism 
when  if  betreays  the  gospel  or  lacks  a  living  faith  In 
God,  a  genuine  love  for  people,  or  scrupulous  honesty 
in  all  things  including  promotion  and  finance.  The 
chbrch  is  the  community  of  God's  people  rather  than 
an  institution,  and  must  not  be  identified  with  any 
particular  culture,  social  or  political  system,  or  human 
ideology. 

(John  17:18;  20:21;  Matt.  28:19,20;  Acts  1:8;  20:27; 
Eph.  1:9,10;  3:9-11;  Gal.  6:14,17,  II  Cor.  6:34;  II  Tim. 
2:19-21;  Phil.  1:27) 

7.  Cooperation  in  Evangelism 

We  affirm  that  the  church's  visible  unity  in  truth  Is 
God's  purpose.  Evangelism  also  summons  us  to  unity, 
because  our  oneness  strengthens  our  witness,  just  as 
our  disunity  undermines  our  gospel  of  reconciliation. 
We  recognize,  however,  that  organizational  unity  may 
lake  many  forms  and  does  not  necessarily  forward 
evangelism.  Yet  we  who  share  the  same  biblical  faith 
should  be  closely  united  In  fellowship,  work  and  wit 
ness.  We  confes  that  our  testimony  has  sometimes 
been  marred  by  sinful  indivlcfcjallsm  and  needless 
duplication.  We  pledge  ourselves  to  seek  a  deeper  unity 
in  truth,  worship,  holiness  and  mission.  We  urge  the 
development  of  regional  and  functional  cooperation  for 
the  furtherance  of  the  church's  mission,  for  strategic 
planning,  for  mutual  encouragement,  and  for  the 
sharing  of  resources  and  experience. 

(John  17:21,  23.  Eph.  4:3,4,  John  13:35;  Phil.  1:27; 
John  17:11-23) 

8.  Churches  In  Evangelistic  Partnership 

We  rejoice  that  a  new  missionary  era  has  dawned. 
The  dominant  role  of  western  missions  is  fast  disap 
pearing.  God  is  raising  up  from  the  younger  churches  a 
great  new  resource  for  world  evangelization,  and  is 
thus  demonstrating  that  the  responsibility  to 
evangelize  belongs  to  the  whole  body  of  Christ.  All 
churches  should  therefore  be  asking  God  and  them 
selves  what  they  should  be  doing  both  to  reach  their 
own  area  and  1o  send  missionaries  to  other  parts  of  the 
world.  A  re  evaluation  of  our  missionary  responsibility 
and  role  should  be  continous.  Thus  a  growing  part 
nership  of  churches  will  develop  and  the  universal 
character  of  Christ's  church  will  be  more  clearly 
exhibited.  We  also  thank  God  for  agencies  which 
labour  in  Bible  translation,  theological  education,  the 
mass  media,  Christian  literature,  evangelism, 
missions,  church  renewal  and  other  specialist  fields. 
They  too  should  engage  in  constant  self-examination  to 
evaluate  their  effectiveness  as  part  of  the  Church's 
mission. 

(Rom  1:8;  Phil.  1:5;  4:15;  Acts  13:1-3;  I  Thess.  1:6- 

8) 

9.  The  Urgency  Of  The  Evangelistic  Task 

More  than  2,700  million  people,  which  is  more  than 
two  thirds  of  mankind,  have  yet  to  be  evangelized.  We 
are  ashamed  that  so  many  have  been  neglected;  it  is  a 
standing  rebuke  to  us  and  to  the  whole  church.  There  is 
now,  however,  in  many  parts  of  the  world  an  un¬ 
precedented  receptivity  to  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  We 
are  convinced  that  this  is  the  time  for  churches  and 
para-church  agencies  to  pray  earnestly  for  the 
salvation  of  the  unreached  and  to  launch  new  efforts  to 
achieve  world  evangelization.  A  reduction  of  foreign 
missionaries  and  money  in  an  evangelized  country 
may  sometimes  be  necessary  to  facilitate  resources 
for  unevangelized  areas.  Missionaries  should  flow  ever 
more  freely  from  and  to  all  six  continents  in  a  spirit  of 
humble  service.  The  goal  should  be,  by  all  available 
means  and  at  the  earliest  possible  time,  that  every 
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person  will  have  the  opportunity  to  hear,  understand, 
and  receive  the  good  news.  We  cannot  hope  fo  attain 
this  goal  without  sacrifice.  All  of  us  are  shocked  by  the 
poverty  of  millions  and  disturbed  by  the  injustices 
which  cause  it.  Those  of  us  who  live  in  affluent  cir¬ 
cumstances  accept  our  duty  to  develop  a  simple  life¬ 
style  in  order  to  contribute  more  generously  to  both 
relief  and  evangelism. 

(John  9:4,  Matt.  9:35-38;  Rom.  9:1-3;  I  Cor.  9:19-23; 
Mark  16:15;  Isa.  58:6,  7;  Jas.  1:27;  2:1-9;  Matt.  25:31- 
46;  AdS  2:44,  45  :  4:34,  35) 

10.  Evangelism  And  Culture 

The  development  of  strategies  for  world 
evangelization  calls  for  imaginative  pioneering 
methods.  Under  God,  the  result  will  be  the  rise  of 
churches  deeply  rooted  in  Christ  and  closely  related  to 
their  culture.  Culture  must  always  be  tested  and 
judged  by  Scripture.  Because  man  Is  God's  creature, 
some  of  his  culture  is  rich  in  beauty  and  goodness. 
Because  he  has  fallen,  all  of  it  Is  tainted  with  sin  and 
some  of  it  is  demonic.  The  gospel  does  not  presuppose 
the  superiority  of  any  culture  to  another,  but  evaluates 
all  cultures  according  to  its  own  criteria  of  truth  and 
righteousness,  and  insists  on  moral  absolutes  in  every 
culture.  Missions  have  all  too  frequently  exported  with 
the  gcepel  an  alien  culture,  and  churches  have 
sometimes  been  in  bondage  to  culture  rather  than  to 
the  Scripture.  Christ's  evangelists  must  humbly  seek 
to  empty  themselves  of  all  but  their  personal 
authenticity  in  order  to  become  the  servants  of  others, 
and  churches  must  seek  to  transform  and  enrich 
culture,  all  for  the  ^lory  of  God. 

(Mark  7:8,9,13;  Gen.  4:21,22;  I  Cor.  9rl9  23;  Phil. 
2:5-7;  II  Cor  4:5) 

11.  Education  And  Leadership 

We  confess  that  we  have  sometimes  pursued  church 
growth  at  the  expense  of  church  depth,  and  divorced 
evangelism  from  Christian  nurture.  We  also 
acknowledge  that  some  of  our  missions  have  been  too 
slow  to  equip  and  encourage  national  leaders  to 
assume  their  rightful  responsibilities.  Yet  we  are 
committed  to  indigenous  principles,  and  long  that 
every  church  will  have  national  leaders  who  manifest  a 
Christian  style  of  leadership  in  terms  not  of  domination 
but  of  service.  We  recognize  That  there  Is  a  great  need 
to  improve  theological  education,  especially  for  church 
leaders  In  every  nation  and  culture  there  should  be  an 
effective  training  programme  for  pastors  and  laymen 
in  doctrine,  dlsclpleship,  evangelism,  nurture  and 
service.  Such  training  programmes  should  not  rely  on 
any  stereotyped  methodology  but  should  be  developed 
by  creative  local  initiatives  according  to  biblical 
standards. 

(Col.  1:27,28;  Acts  14:23;  Tit.  1:5,9;  Mark  10:42-45; 
Eph.  4:11,12) 

12.  Spiritual  Conflict 

We  believe  that  we  are  engaged  in  constant  spiritual 
warfare  with  the  principalities  and  powers  of  evil,  who 
are  seeking  to  overthrow  the  church  and  frustrate  its 
task  of  world  evangelization.  We  know  our  need  to 
equip  ourselves  with  God's  armour  and  lo  fight  this 
battle  with  the  spiritual  weapons  of  truth  and  prayer. 
For  we  detect  the  activity  of  our  enemy,  not  only  in 
false  ideologies  outside  the  church,  but  also  inside  It  In 
false  gospels  which  twist  Scripture  and  put  man  in  the 
place  of  God.  We  need  both  watchfulness  and  discern 
ment  fo  safeguard  the  biblical  gospel.  We  acknowledge 
that  we  ourselves  are  not  Immune  to  worldliness  of 
thought  and  action,  that  is,  to  a  surrender  to 
secularism.  For  example,  although  careful  studies  of 
church  growth,  both  numerical  and  spiritual,  are  right 
and  valuable,  we  have  sometimes  neglected  them.  At 
other  times,  desirous  to  ensure  a  response  to  the 
gospel,  we  have  compromised  our  message, 
manipulated  our  hearers  through  pressure  techniques, 
and  become  unduly  preoccupied  with  statistics  or  even 
dishonest  in  our  use  of  them.  All  this  is  worldly.  The 
church  must  be  in  the  world;  the  world  must  not  be  in 
the  church. 


(Eph.  6:12;  II  Cor.  4:3,4;  Eph.  6:11,13-18;  II  Cor. 
10:3-5;  I  John  2:18  26,  4:1-3;  Gal.  1:6-9;  II  Cor.  2:17, 
4:2;  John  17:15) 

13.  Freedom  And  Persecution 

It  is  the  God  appointed  duty  of  every  government  to 
secure  conditions  of  peace,  justice  and  liberty  in  which 
the  church  may  obey  God,  serve  the  Lord  Christ,  and 
preach  the  gospel  without  interference.  We  therefore 
pray  for  the  leaders  of  the  nations  and  call  upon  them 
to  guarantee  freedom  of  thought  and  conscience,  and 
freedom  to  practice  and  propagate  religion  In  ac¬ 
cordance  with  the  will  of  God  and  as  set  forth  in  The 
Universal  Declaration  of  Human  Rights.  We  also 
express  our  deep  concern  for  all  who  have  been  un¬ 
justly  imprisoned,  and  especially  for  our  brethren 
who  are  suffering  for  their  testimony  to  the  Lord  Jesus. 

We  promise  to  pray  and  work  for  their  freedom.  At  the 
same  time  we  refuse  to  be  intimidated  by  their  fate. 
God  helping  us.  we  too  will  seek  to  stand  against  In¬ 
justice  and  to  remain  faithful  to  the  gospel,  whatever 
the  cost.  We  do  not  forget  the  warnings  of  Jesus  that 
persecution  is  inevitable. 

(I  Tim.  1:1-4;  Acts  4:19,  5:29;  Col.  3:24;  Heb.  13:1-3; 
Luke  4:18;  Gal.  5:11, 6:12;  Matt.  5:10-12;  John  15:18-21) 

■211" 

14.  The  Power  Of  The  Holy  Spirit 

We  believe  In  the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  The 
Father  sent  his  Spirit  to  bear  witness  fo  his  Son; 
without  his  witness  ours  is  futile.  Conviction  of  sin, 
faith  In  Christ,  new  birth  and  Christian  growth  are  all 
his  work.  Further,  the  Holy  Spirit  is  a  missionary 
spirit,  thus  evangelism  should  arise ^spontaneously - 
from  a  spirit  filled  church.  A  church  that  is  not  a 
missionary  church  Is  contradicting  Itself  and  quen 
ching  the  Spirit  Worldwide  evangelization  will  become 
a  realistic  possibility  only  when  the  Spirit  renews  the* 
church  in  truth  and  wisdom,  faith,  holiness,  love  an$L,  . 
power.  We  therefore  cal  I  upon  all  Christians  to  pray  for 
such  a  visitation  of  the  sovereign  Spirit  of  God  that  all 
his  fruit  may  appear  in  all  his  people  and  that  all  his 
gifts  may  enrich  the  body  of  Christ.  Only  then  will  the 
whole  church  become  a  fit  instrument  in  his  hands, 
that  the  whole  earth  may  hear  his  voice. 

(I  Cor.  2:4;  John  15:26,27,  16:8-11;  1  Cor.  12:3;  John 
3:6-8;  II  Cor.  3:18;  John  7:37-39;  I  Thess.  5:19;  Acts 
1:8;  Psa.  85:4  7,  67:1-3;  Gal.  5:22.23;  I  Cor.  12:4-31; 
Rom.  12:3-8) 

15.  The  Return  Of  Christ 

We  believe  that  Jesus  Christ  will  return  personally 
and  visibly,  in  power  and  glory,  to  consummate  his 
salvation  and  his  iudgment.  This  promise  of  his  coming 
is  a  further  spur  to  our  evangelism,  for  we  remember 
his  words  that  the  gospel  must  first  be  preached  to  all 
nations.  We  believe  that  the  interim  period  between 
Christ's  ascension  and  return  is  to  be  filled  with  the 
mission  of  the  people  of  God,  who  have  no  liberty  to 
stop  before  the  End.  We  also  remember  his  warning 
that  false  Christs  and  false  prophets  will  arise  as 
precursors  of  the  final  Antichrist.  We  therefore  reject 
as  a  proud,  self-confident  dream  the  notion  that  man 
can  ever  build  a  utopia  on  earth.  Our  Christian  con 
fidence  Is  that  God  will  perfect  his  kingdom,  and  we 
look  forward  with  eager  anticipation  to  that  day,  and  to 
the  new  heaven  and  earth  in  which  righteousness  will 
dwell  and  God  will  reign  for  ever.  Meanwhile,  we 
rededicate  ourselves  to  the  service  of  Christ  and  of 
men  in  joyful  submission  to  his  authority  over  the 
whole  of  our  lives. 

(Mark  14:62,  Heb.  9:28;  Mark  13:10;  Acts  1:8  11; 
Matt.  28:20;  Mark  13:21-23;  John  2:18,  4:1-3;  Luke 
12:32;  Rev.  21:1-5;  11  Pet.  3:13;  Matt.  28:18) 

Conclusion 

Therefore,  in  the  light  of  this  our  faith  and  our 
resolve,  we  enter  Into  a  solumn  covenant  with  God  and 
with  each  other,  to  pray,  to  plan  and  to  work  together 
for  the  evangelization  of  the  whole  world.  We  call  upon 
others  to  join  us.  May  God  help  us  by  his  grace  and  for 
his  glory  to  be  faithful  to  this  our  covenant!  Amen, 
Alleluia! 


Leltfrs  lo  llir  Editor 

Do  we  want  Christian  leadership? 


To  the  Editor 
Your  editorial  “‘Leadership,’  ‘impact’ 
and  God’s  Word"  (TM/  UMR,  July  19) 
was  thought-provoking. 

But  there  is  the  question  as  to  how 
receptive  the  American  people  are  to 
real,  sincere  Christian  leadership  in  the 
political  realm. 

Our  Methodist  Church  was  the  back¬ 
ground  and  foundation  for  the  ideals  of 
George  McGovern  (and  see  who  the 
people  chose!). 
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There  are  Mark  Hatfield  and  Mr. 
Hughes  who  offered  themselves  for 
leadership— and  were  practically  ig¬ 
nored. 

Brooks  Hays  obviously  lost  his  place  in 
the  Congress  because  of  his  ideals  on 
race. 

‘Tis  a  sobering  thought— but  do  the 
American  people  really  want  Christian 
leadership? 

Varina  Luckenbach 
Odem,  Texas 

Is  the  President  exempt 
from  confession  of  sin? 

To  the  Editor: 

The  letter  by  Frances  Kelley  (“We’re 
not  taken  in  by  your  ultra-leftist  rag,” 
TM/  UMR,  June  28)  is  purulent  and 
disappointing:  purulent  in  that  it  oozes 
with  malice;  disappointing  in  that  Mr. 
Kelley’s  only  suggestion  is  that  TM/ 
UMR  wave  the  flag. 

I  am  intrigued  by  his  criticism  of  the 
article  in  “Christianity  Today”  which 
urged  President  Nixon  to  repent  of  his 
“moral  delinquency,”  equating  the  print¬ 
ing  of  such  an  article  with  being 
“ultra-leftist."  When,  pray  tell,  should 
the  President  be  exempt  from  the 
confession  of  sin? 

Ted  K.  Smith 
Kahului.  Hawaii 
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Women  / priests  serve  comm  union 


PHILADELPHIA  — Three  newly-ordained  women  priests  of 
the  Episcopal  Church  distribute  communion  following  historic 
ordination  ceremony  at  the  Church  of  the  Advocate  here.  They 
were  among  1 1  women  deacons  ordained  in  defiance  of  Church 
authority  by  three  retired  bishops  and  the  Bishop  of  Costa 
Rica.  Left  to  right  are  the  Rev.  Emily  Hewitt,  a  professor  at 


Andover-Newton  Theological  School  in  Newton  Centre.  Mass.; 
the  Rev.  Carter  Heyward,  a  doctoral  student  at  Union 
Theological  Semianry  in  New  York,  and  the  Rev.  Marie 
Moorefield,  a  chaplain  trainee  at  Topeka  [Kan.]  State 
Hospital.  religious  news  service  photo 


Episcopal  canon  discusses  women  in  the  priesthood 

Ordination  ‘stimulating’ for  church 


By  JOHN  NOVOTNEY 

WASHINGTON,  D  C.  (RNS)  -  For  the 
Episcopal  Church,  the  ordination  of  11 
women  to  the  full  priesthood  in 
Philadelphia  was  as  “defiant”  as  Martin 
Luther’s  nailing  his  95  theses  on  the 
Wittenberg  church  door  was  for  the  16th 
Century  Roman  Catholic  Church. 

This  is  how  the  Rev.  Canon  Jeffrey  P. 
Cave,  precentor  of  Washington’s 
National  Cathedral,  location  of  the  of¬ 
ficial  seat  of  the  Presiding  Bishop  of  the 
3.2-million  member  Episcopal  Church, 
views  the  “canonically  irregular”  rite 
conducted  on  July  29  by  three  retired 
Episcopal  bishops. 

But  saying  he  feels  it  “certainly  is  the 
most  amazing  sort  of  action  that  has 
happened  within  the  church  over  the  past 
decade  or  so,”  Canon  Cave  (one  of  a  12- 
member  clergy  staff  who  is  in  charge  of 
ordering  the  cathedral’s  worship  and 
music)  went  on  to  say  “it’s  the  most 
stimulating,  most  exciting  kind  of 
prospect . 

“And  whether  we  can  live  with  it  and 
get  over  it,  can  somehow  minimize  the 
sensationalism  of  it  and  get  on  to  the  real 
business  of  ministry,  which  is  why  you 
ordain  people  (that  is,  to  be  leaders  in 
this  ministry),  remains  to  be  seen.” 

It  could  be,  he  told  Religious  News 
Service,  that  “through  some  means  or 
other  it  might  prove  to  be  very  beneficial 
to  the  church.  After  all,  the  church  is 
basically  a  status-affirming,  main¬ 
tenance  kind  of  organization.  It  rarely 
characteristically  goes  out  on  a  limb  for 
anything  or  anybody.  And  whenever  it 
does,  it’s  always  in  trouble. 


“Now,  maybe,”  Canon  Cave  went  on, 
“these  women  in  this  particular  act  of 
ordination  are  going  to  recall  the  church 
to  some  of  its  deeper  mission,  and  maybe 
that  will  be  a  very  healthy  thing  in  the 
long  run.  It  may  be  very  healthy  if  some 
people  leave  the  Episcopal  Church  (over 
this  issue)— healthy  for  them  and  healthy 
for  the  church. 

“Lord  knows  the  tension  that  the 
national  church  has  had,  which  I  think 
reflects  the  state  of  society  at  large.  But 
the  tension  it  has  had  over  the  past 
decade  has  been  enough  to  bottle  and 
contain  any  really  forward  looking 
movement  which  might  be  of  the  Holy 
Spirit.  I  mean,  it’s  been  a  heckuva  job 
keep-ing  the  organism  together,”  he 
said. 

“Maybe  that  isn’t  worth  it  any  longer, 
and  maybe  this  kind  of  an  act  will  force 
some  people  out  and  will  encourage  other 
people  to  not  only  dip  their  toes  in  the 
water  but  jump  in  themselves  and  say 
that  the  Christian  religion  is  alive,  the 
Holy  Spirit  is  alive,  and  these  women 
helped  in  reminding  us  of  that,”  the 
cathedral’s  liturgical  specialist  said. 

While  Canon  Cave  equates  the  action 
for  the  Episcopal  Church  with  Luther’s 
Act  of  “defiance”  at  Wittenberg  in  1517, 
he  said  he  thinks  the  Philadelphia  or¬ 
dinations  “will  have  very  little  reper¬ 
cussions  beyond  the  walls  of  the 
Episcopal  Church.” 

“I  don’t  think  the  Roman  Catholics 
care  whether  we  have  women  priests  or 
not,  and  I  don’t  think  we  should  care 
whether  they  care,”  he  said.  “I’m  not 
sure  that  the  sister  churches  of  the 


the  church  today 


Methodist  hospitals  affected 
by  labor  law 

NEW  YORK  —  A  bill  signed  into  law  on 
July  26  by  President  Richard  Nixon  will 
affect  78  United  Methodist-related 
hospitals.  The  bill  places  non-profit  hos¬ 
pitals  under  the  National  Labor  Rela¬ 
tions  Act,  which  provides  for  collective 
bargaining  among  workers. 

The  Rev.  A1  Murdock,  associate 
general  secretary  of  the  Division  of 
Health  and  Welfare  Ministries  of  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  said  one 
positive  aspect  of  the  legislation  is  that  it 
puts  both  parties  under  uniform  rules  of 
procedure  and  establishes  grounds  for 
enforcement  of  a  contract. 

He  noted  that  it  also  provides  for 
freedom  from  harrassment  once  any 
decision  to  organize  or  not  organize  has 
been  made  by  the  workers. 

Mr.  Murdock  pledged  continued  Health 
and  Welfare  support  for  patient  rights  to 
uninterrupted  care,  expressing  regret 
that  such  provisions  are  not  in  the  new 
law. 

Since  the  legislation  is  not  retroactive, 
striking  workers  at  Methodist  Hospital  in 
Pikeville,  Ky.,  are  not  immediately  af¬ 
fected  by  law. 


Bible  Sunday  to  focus  on 
poor  readers 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  The  American 
Bible  Society’s  74th  annual  celebrationof 
National  Bible  Sunday,  on  Nov.  24,  will 
feature  the  society’s  new  scripture 
literacy  program  for  persons  with 
limited  reading  power. 

National  Bible  Sunday  has  been  named 
“Good  News  Sunday”  to  emphasize  the 
work  being  done  for  new  readers  and  to 
involve  churches  in  the  pressing  needs  of 
new  readers  throughout  the  world. 

The  society’s  Good  News  for  New 
Readers  is  a  comprehensive,  long  range 
program  projected  for  the  next  12  years, 
in  which  scripture  selections  will  De 
translated  into  some  200  languages  for 
persons  with  limited  reading  skills.  Some 
five  graded  reading  levels  will  be  used. 

To  help  churches  plan  their  Good  News 
Sunday  celebration,  a  free  program 
packet  is  available  from  the  American 


Bible  Society,  P.O.  Box  4084,  Grand 
Central  Station,  New  York,  N.Y.,  10017. 

Bigger  tax  deductions  asked  for 
volunteers 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (RNS)  —  The 
Internal  Revenue  Service  has  been  asked 
to  increase  from  six  to  10  cents  the  per 
mile  tax  deduction  allowed  for  auto¬ 
mobile  use  in  serving  charitable  and 
religious  organizations. 

Among  reasons  given  for  the  request  is 
the  adverse  impact  which  increased 
gasoline  prices  is  having  on  voluntarism 
upon  such  organizations  as  the  National 
Center  for  Voluntary  Action,  United  Way 
of  America,  and  American  Red  Cross. 

These  groups  and  others  petitioned  the 
IRS  after  it  was  reported  that  the  IRS  is 
considering  raising  the  tax  deductibility 
for  gasoline  used  by  cars  operated  by 
business  enterprises. 


CWS  personalties  clash 

But  relief  agency  policy  stays  the  same 


Anglican  community  really  care  much. 
There’s  a  lot  of  autonomy  within  a  family 
of  churches  like  the  Anglican  Com¬ 
munion. 

Canon  Cave  envisions  “some  friction” 
resulting  from  this  ordination  “unless  the 
diocesan  bishops  who  have  authority 
over  these  women  themselves  in  a  sense 
agree  to  contain  the  function  of  the  office 
until  the  church  as  a  whole  decides  on  it. 

“If  they  don’t,”  he  continued,  “it 
seems  to  me  that  these  women  jeopar¬ 
dize  the  integrity  of  their  own  ministry, 
and  the  bishops  who  approve  of  them 
functioning,  it  seems  to  me,  jeopardize 
their  standing  with  their  brother  bishops 
and  with  the  whole  church.” 

He  noted  that  the  ordination  occurred 
on  the  “Festival  of  St.  Mary  and  St. 
Martha,”  and  he  saw  in  the  biblical 
account  of  the  two  sisters  of  Lazarus  an 
illustration  of  the  “tension  between 
action  (Martha,  who  prepared  the  meal) 
and  contemplation  (Mary,  who  sat  at 
Jesus’  feet). 

“That  might  serve  as  a  kind  of  lesson 
for  the  problem  of  women’s  ordination,” 
he  said,  “because  both  of  these  women 
were  aware  of  the  presence  of  Christ. 
What  the  church  is  learning  through  this 
period  is  that.... there  is  only  one 
priesthood,  which  is  the  priesthood  of 
Christ,  that  He  is  in  a  sense  the  only  in¬ 
tercessor,  mediator,  priest,  sacrifice, 
and  all  the  rest  of  it,  and  that  he  shares 
all  of  this  with  men,  women,  children  and 
everybody  in  the  church  in  some  kind  of 
derivative  sense. 

“So  the  problem  is  a  universal  one,”  he 
continued.  “It’s  the  tension  between 
action  and  contemplation,  and  some 
bishops  have  chosen  to  act  by  ordaining 
women  outside  of  the  normal  church 
law.” 

Canon  Cave  went  on  to  say,  however, 
that  the  “unfortunate  problem  at  the 
moment  is  that  this  kind  of  action  on  the 
part  of  three  retired  bishops,  acting  as 
mavericks,  has  serious  consequences  for 
the  over  all  health  of  the  church  —  not 
that  I  would  disagree  that  the  action  is 
theologically  justifiable  even  canonically 
irregular. 

“But  the  more  practical  problem  is 
that  it  is  going  to  create  a  great  deal  of 
unhappiness  and  frustration,  both  on  the 
part  of  many  women  aspirants  for  the 
priesthood  who  have  not  yet  gotten  to  the 
point  where  they  are  either  going  to  force 
the  issue  or  accept  their  secondary  role 
by  waiting  in  the  wings. 

“It’s  going  to  create  problems  for  them 
and  also  for  the  more  conservative  mem¬ 
bers  of  our  church,  some  of  whom  are 
hanging  onto  the  idea  that  there  cannot 
be  women  priests  for  strictly  emotional 
reasons,  others  of  whom  are  clinging  to 
the  notion  because  they  feel  having 
women  priests  jeopardizes  our  relation¬ 
ship  with  the  Roman  Catholic  Church.” 


By  CLYDE  CHESNUTT 
Staff  Writer 

NEW  YORK  —  A  break-down  in 
communications  between  two  top 
executives  apparently  led  to  the  downfall 
of  James  MacCracken,  who  was  recently 
relieved  of  his  duties  as  head  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches’s  relief 
agency,  Church  World  Service  (CWS). 
(See  TM/UMR,  June  28,  July  26,  and 
August  2.) 

According  to  sources  near  the  issue 
here,  the  controversial  firing  of  Mr. 
MacCracken  resulted  from  a  gradual 
deterioration  of  the  personal  relationship 
between  the  Presbyterian  layman  and 
his  immediate  superior.  Dr.  Eugene 
Stockwell,  executive  director  of  the 
NCC’s  Division  of  Overseas  Ministries  of 
which  CWS  is  a  part. 

A  United  Methodist  vice-chairman  of 
CWS,  Dr.  Harry  Haines,  told  TM/UMR 
that  the  rumor  that  “MacCracken  had  to 
go  in  order  for  CWS  to  take  a  new 
direction  is  a  myth.  There  is  no  change  in 
CWS  policy.” 

Dr.  Haines  sent  a  letter  to  all  bishops  of 
the  denomination  pledging  that  funds 
given  to  the  ecumenical  agency  will  be 
used  for  relief  and  rehabilitation  under 
the  same  guidelines  CWS  has  always 
used. 

He  expressed  regret  that  the  situation 
developed  between  the  two  men  and  that 
the  sudden  termination  caused  much 
adverse  criticism  and  some  misin¬ 
formation. 

Dr.  Haines  further  emphasized  that 
this  agency  which  handles  a  major 
emergency  somewhere  in  the  world 
every  11  days  with  its  $25  million  annual 
budget  is  governed  by  its  member 
denominations.  “CWS  will  be  what  the 
churches  want  it  to  be,”  he  said.  “Policy 
is  not  made  by  the  staff  but  by  the  con¬ 
stituency.  We  are  not  changing  our  relief 
policy.” 

The  general  secretary  of  the  NCC,  Dr. 
Claire  Randall,  confirmed  that  CWS  has 
undergone  a  self-study  which  produced 
extensive  debate  within  the  agency.  She 
cited  the  different  concepts  which  some 
of  the  member  denominations  hold 
between  “service”  and  “mission.” 

(The  difference,  one  observer  said,  is 
like  passing  out  a  copy  of  the  New 
Testament  or  passing  out  a  loaf  of  bread : 
Which  is  “service”?  Which  is 
“mission”?) 


Hate  turns 
to  love  by 
|  reading  Bible  | 

;j:  WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (RNS)  —  £ 
£  His  father,  mother,  two  brothers  and  £: 

sister  were  killed  in  the  Hiroshima  •: 
:£  atomic  blast.  £ 

£  For  years  Jun-ichi  Mizuno  had  a  •: 

*  deep  hatred  for  America  and  for  X 

£  Christianity,  associating  it  with  the  jj 
X  United  States,  he  told  3,000  par-  £ 
£  ticipants  in  the  Gideons  Inter-  :j 
X  national  convention  here.  •: 

*  He  tried  everything,  including  Zen  :• 
£  meditation,  to  find  peace  of  mind,  he  •: 
•j:  said,  but  nothing  helped  until  one  £ 
£  day,  a  few  years  ago,  he  picked  up  a  •: 

Gideon  New  Testament  in  his  hotel  £ 
•I;  room.  :j 

When  he  came  across  Jesus’  in-  % 
st ruction  to  Peter  that  he  must  £ 
£  forgive  his  brother  seventy  times 
v  seven  times  (Matt.  18:22),  the  words  £ 
£  “pierced  at  my  heart  like  the  glow  of 
an  atom  bomb.’’ 

£  “I  realized  that  God  teaches  us  to 
forgive  and  that  He  forgives,”  said  * 
•j:  Mr.  Mizuno.  £ 

£  “I  then  found  myself  on  my  knees  •£ 
£  asking  God  to  forgive  me  and  peace  £ 
£  came  over  me.  Jesus  Christ  came  to  :£ 
live  in  my  heart  and  I  left  that  hotel  £ 
•i  room  a  changed  man.” 

Mr.  Mizuno,  who  subsequently  •£ 
jj:  was  baptized  and  later  became  £ 
£  involved  in  the  work  of  the  Gideons,  £• 
!j:  was  only  one  of  many  who  told  their 
£  stories  at  the  convention  here.  Over  £: 
£  half  the  time  at  the  six-day  con- 
£;  vention  (July  23-28)  was  given  to  £ 
£  hearing  such  experiences.  x 


Average  ministerial  age  is  45 
DAYTON,  Ohio  (UMC)  —  The  average 
age  of  a  United  Methodist  pastor  in  the 
active  relationship  is  45.1  years,  and  the 
median  is  45.2,  according  to  a  study 
completed  by  the  General  Council  on 
Ministries  here. 

Grouped  by  decade  of  age,  the  largest 
group  —  7,900,  or  29.5  per  cent  —  is  in 
their  forties,  according  to  the  Rev.  Alan 
K.  Waltz,  assistant  general  secretary  of 
GCOM.  Other  groupings  include  98,  or  0.4 
per  cent,  under  age  25;  2,988,  11.1  per 
cent,  age  25-29,  6,086,  22.6  per  cent,  age 
30-39,  6,374,  23.6  per  cent,  age  50-59;  and 
3,449,  12.8  per  cent,  60  and  above. 

New  VA  Chaplain  head  named 

WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  (UMC)  —  New 
director  of  the  Veterans  Administration 
Chaplain  Service  is  the  Rev.  James  E. 
Rogers,  a  United  Methodist  who  has  been 
an  Army  or  VA  chaplain  for  more  than  30 
years. 

Mr.  Rogers  has  been  deputy  director  of 
the  service  since  last  December  and 
succeeds  Chaplain  Ray  mar  E.  Bobber  as 
director. 

Widely  known  as  “Chaplain  Jim,”  he 
entered  the  Army  in  1943  and  served  40 
months  as  a  chaplain  in  military 
hospitals  and  in  the  Pacific,  where  he 
was  the  Armed  Forces  radio  preacher. 


WCC proposes  bank 
to  aid  ‘the  world’s  poor 9 


GENEVA  (RNS)— Formation  of  a  kind 
of  “church  world  bank”  to  aid  the  world’s 
poor  in  self-development  is  under  con¬ 
sideration  by  the  World  Council  of 
Chruches. 

The  first  draft  of  a  document  proposing 
what  would  be  formally  called  the 
Ecumenical  Development  Cooperative 
Society  (EDCS)  is  ready  for  the  Council’s 
Central  Committee,  meeting  in  August  in 
West  Berlin. 

If  approved,  the  bank  will  be  chartered 
in  Switzerland  and  initially  capitalized  at 
$5  million,  with  a  goal  of  $25  million  in 
capitalization  within  three  years. 

The  aim  is  to  tap  the  investment 
reserves  of  churches  in  the  affluent 
countries  of  Western  Europe  and  North 
America,  making  loans  available  to  poor 
regions  where  cash  is  either  totally 
unavailable  or  can  be  borrowed  only  at 
exorbitant  interest  rates. 

Loans  through  the  bank  might  even¬ 
tually  replace  some  of  the  direct  grants 
currently  made  by  the  WCC  and  related 
church  organizations  to  development. 
The  bank  would  not,  however,  take  the 
place  of  emergency  programs. 


Dr.  Randall  stated  the  agency  needed 
“an  open  dialogue  to  consider  all  the 
complexities”  and  persons  who  can  enter 
that  kind  of  dialogue. 

“Mr.  MacCracken  seemed  to  decide 
that  he  was  not  that  person,”  the  chief 
NCC  executive  said. 

“Mr.  MacCracken,  however,  em¬ 
phasized  that  he  had  been  in  that 
dialogue  since  1959.  Reached  at  his  New 
Jersey  home,  he  told  TM/UMR  that  for 
the  “peace  and  harmony  of  the  church,  I 
have  had  a  theoretical  resignation  with 
each  of  the  three  bosses  I  have  had  ever 
since  I  joined  CWS.  They  could  pick  up 
that  resignation  anytime  they  felt  I  was 
not  effectively  serving  the  agency  Dr. 
Stockwell  picked  it  up.” 

Sources  close  to  the  issue  reported  that 
Dr.  Stockwell  did  not  believe  Mr.  Mac- 
cracken  appreciated  fully  the  complex 
issues  facing  Third  World  countries  to 
which  CWS  channeled  relief  and  that  his 
approach  to  the  problems  was  too  sim¬ 
plistic. 

The  sources  also  indicated  that  leaders 
may  have  felt  Mr.  MacCracken  did  not 
completely  support  the  NCC  and  World 
Council  of  Churches  concerns  for 
“justice,  liberation  and  human 
development”  as  they  relate  to  policy 
matters  operating  in  all  divisions  of  the 
two  organizations. 

Mr.  MacCracken,  who  has  been  in  the 
relief  business  for  14  years,  stated  that 
his  policy  as  CWS  head  was  to  aid  people 
wherever  they  needed  help. 

“The  CWS  has  been  in  Greece,”  he 
said,  “even  though  a  repressive  military 


junta  ruled  the  country.  We  have  been  in 
Brazil  although  that  government  has 
been  accused  of  torturing  dissenters.  We 
were  in  Haiti  but  we  certainly  did  not 
condone  Papa  Doc’s  rule.  I  believe  the 
church  must  be  among  the  people 
whenever  they  are  in  hunger  and  need. 

“Neither  have  we  been  unaware  of  the 
root  causes  of  poverty  and  hunger,”  he 
claimed.  “Church  World  Service  under 
my  leadership  has  not  only  fed  the 
hungry  but  also  helped  farmers  obtain 
ownership  of  land  and  set-up 
cooperatives.  We  have  ministered  to 
thousands  of  Vietnam  refugees. 

“But  one  organization  can’t  do  all 
things  for  all  people.”  he  argued.  “CWS 
must  be  among  Lne  people  in  need 
regardless  of  the  conduct  of  temporal 
governments.” 

Another  apparent  reason  for  the 
controversy,  it  was  learned,  is  the  strong 
financial  condition  of  CWS  compared  to 
that  of  the  cooperative  mission  board 
which  forms  the  other  half  of  the  Division 
of  Overseas  Ministries.  The  latter  is 
hurting  financially  due  to  inflation  and 
decreased  denominational  giving  to 
mission  boards. 

CWS,  though,  has  increased  its  budget 
through  periodic  emergency  appeals  and 
its  share  of  the  annual  offering  taken 
each  spring  in  United  Methodist  chur¬ 
ches  and  most  member  denominations 
called  “One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing.” 

Some  observers  suggest  that  leaders 
may  be  wanting  to  cut  into  CWS’s  large 
budget  to  finance  the  other  department’s 
ministries. 


Church  effort  raises 
state  aid  to  the  poor 


WILMINGTON,  Del.  -  A  tiny  United 
Methodist  Church  here  proved  it  could  be 
done.  Little  people  can  still  exert  mighty 
power.  For  the  first  time  since  1962,  a  bill 
increased  public  assistance  grants  in  the 
state  for  8,000  families  with  over  20,000 
children. 

because  some  United 
practiced  what  they 


And  all 
Methodists 
preached. 
Members 


of  Brandywine-Trinity 
Church  believed  poor  families  in  the 
state  needed  to  get  a  better  break  from 
public  funds.  So  they  wrote  letters,  held 
strategy  meetings,  organized  a  coalition 
of  40  religious,  civic  and  labor  groups, 
went  on  TV  and  radio  talk-shows  and 
lobbied  with  legislators. 

On  June  24  the  last  hurdle  was  jumped. 
The  House  passed  the  bill  which  the 
Senate  had  already  approved.  Gov. 
Sherman  W.  Tribbitt  signed  into  law  SB 
578,  granting  $5,250,000  more  per  year  in 
aid  to  families  with  dependent  children. 

The  concern  began  in  the  church  on 
Market  Street  in  urban  Wilmington.  Rev. 
Richard  C.  Stazesky  preached  a  sermon 
last  December  on  the  subject  “Jesus  and 
the  Poor.”  He  stressed  how  the 
inadequacy  of  Delaware’s  grants  to  its 
poor  families  resulted  in  suffering  and 
deprivation. 

“What  should  we  as  Christians  do 
about  this?"  asked  the  pastor. 

“Contact  the  governor,”  replied  Mrs. 
Virginia  Norton  from  the  pew.  The 
congregation  agreed  unanimously. 
Already  assisting  nearly  40  poor  families 
a  year  from  their  modest  $1000  fund,  the 
Administrative  Board  of  the  small  inner- 
city  church  drafted  a  letter  to  the 
governor  requesting  the  public 
assistance  rates  be  raised. 

But  they  did  not  stop  there.  Individual 
members  wrote  letters.  Mr.  Stazesky 
refused  to  continue  the  worship  service 
one  Sunday  until  25  persons  promised  to 
write  a  letter;  within  a  few  minutes  the 
quota  was  reached.  One  church  member, 
a  school  principal,  arranged  for  200 
letters  to  be  sent  by  his  school  children  as 


an  exercise  in  democratic  government 

The  word  began  to  spread.  State 
Senator  Herman  Holloway  joined  Mr. 
Stazesky  and  several  other  community 
leaders  for  weekly  strategy  meetings.  A 
public  assistance  task  force  was 
organized  with  40  state-wide  groups 
joining  the  coalition  in  behalf  of  in¬ 
creased  grants.  The  senator  introduced 
legislation  in  the  Senate  in  April  and 
public  hearings  were  held. 

Finally,  in  June,  the  bill  raising  grants 
from  53  per  cent  to  80  per  cent  of  the  1968 
grant  schedule  was  signed  into  law.  This 
means  that  a  family  of  four  would  now 
receive  $230  a  month  instead  of  $152  per 
month  which  had  been  the  grant  schedule 
for  the  past  12  years. 

While  the  grants  are  still  too  low,  Mr. 
Stazesky  pointed  out,  at  least  Delaware 
“recognizes  that  the  cost  of  living  has 
gone  up  for  the  poor  as  well  as  for  the 
affluent.” 

In  a  victory  sermon  on  June  30,  Mr. 
Stazesky  reminded  the  congregation  that 
to  up-date  Jesus'  command  to  feed  the 
poor  and  clothe  the  naked  requires  more 
that  individual  acts  of  charity. 

“Today,”  said  the  pastor,  “Christians 
must  work  for  social  and  legislative 
changes  that  alone  can  bring  relief  to  the 
masses. 

“Through  our  efforts,”  he  continued, 
“$5^  million  more  per  year  will  go  to  the 
poor.  That  means  a  little  better  eating, 
some  more  clothing,  being  able  to  pay  the 
rent  and  the  utilities  in  the  same  month. 
That  means  less  suffering.” 

They  also  showed  that  the  system  could 
be  changed,  the  pastor  said,  changed  “to 
benefit  thousands  of  people.” 

Who  says  that  one  or  two  people,  or 
even  a  little  church,  can’t  make  a  big 
difference?  Don’t  suggest  that  to  anyone 
here  at  this  church.  If  you  do,  you  will 
hear  about  an  idea  that  started  in  a 
church  pew  in  Brandywine-Trinity 
Church  in  Wilmington  and  wound-up  as  a 
law  on  the  governor’s  desk  in  Dover. 

—CLYDE  CHESNUTT 


Food  production,  housing  and  hand¬ 
craft  industries  would  likely  be  given 
first  priorities  in  judging  loan  ap¬ 
plications.  Funds  would  not  be  limited  to 
Christians. 

D.A.N.  de  Gaspar,  and  economist  from 
Brazil  who  developed  the  idea  for  the 
WCC’s,  development  unit,  said  the  bank 
would  allow  churches  to  provide  credits 
at  low  interest  to  the  poorer  areas  of  the 
globe. 

“The  aim  of  the  EDCS  is  to  be  a  sign  - 
and  only  that  --  of  the  Christian  concern 
to  enable  the  poor  of  the  world  to  par¬ 
ticipate  in  development  efforts  which  will 
result  in  a  more  humane  quality  of  life,” 
said  Mr.  de  Gaspar,  quoting  the  proposal. 

The  possibility  of  a  “church  world 
bank"  was  discussed  at  the  policy¬ 
making  Central  Committee  s  August  1973 
meeting  in  Geneva  A  committee  was 
named  to  pursue  the  idea. 

It  is  expected  that  the  Central  Com¬ 
mittee  will  endorse  the  bank.  Most  in¬ 
vestment-holding  Protestant  com¬ 
munions  in  the  West  have  made  com¬ 
mitments  to  the  self-development  of  poor 
peoples. 


Classified 

Rate:  25c  per  word,  figure  or  Initial  per  In¬ 
sertion.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on 
contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  in  advance.  Minimum  charge  of  $6.25 
Service  charge  or  blind  ads  S1.00  per  insertion 

HOMEPARENTS  NEEDED  for  child  care. 

These  are  full  time  positions  for  married 
couples  with  no  dependents.  In  addition  to 
salary,  we  provide  meals,  laundry  service, 
living  quarters  while  on  duty,  sick  leave;  also 
Insurance  and  retirement  programs  are 
available.  Applicants  must  be  non-smokers, 
non-drinkers,  high  school  graduate,  preferably 
with  college  training.  These  positions  can 
provide  very  rewarding  experiences.  Please 
contact  the  personnel  Department.  Methodist 

CONFERENCE  BUSINESS  MANAGER- 
TREASURER.  The  California -Nevada  Con¬ 
ference  has  this  position  open.  Apply  to:  Mel 
Brown.  1149  Jgmestown  Dr..  Sunnyvale.  Cal. 
94087. 

NEEDED:  Assistant  director  of  large  church- 

Home.  1111  Herring  Ave..  Waco.  Texas  76708. 

related  day  school  with  collateral  respon¬ 
sibility  in  the  Christian  Education  program. 
Needs  bookkeeping  and  pre-school  education 
training  and  experience.  Salary  com¬ 
mensurate  with  training  and  experience.  Also 
need  director  of  youth  ministry  and 

CHARTERS  TOURS  CRUISES  -  SPECIAL 

EVENTS  SPORTS.  Leaders  in  group 

values— worldwide.  Free  films,  brochures, 
information,  reservations.  Transcontinental 
Travel.  4089  Westhelmer.  Houston.  Texas 

77027.  (713 >-626 -8300. 

evangelism.  Salary  $9,000.  (Husband  and  wife 
team  considered.)  Send  resumes  to:  Rev. 
Harold  Malden.  Griffith  United  Methodist.  1701 

E.  Oakey.  Las  Vegas.  Nev.,  or  call  (702  )  384- 
5255  or  (702)  735-7911. 

WANTED:  Choir  Director  and  Organist. 
Please  call  (214)  352-9455.  St.  Luke's  United 
Methodist  Church.  2408  Gilford  SL.  Dallas. 
Texas  75235. 

10  DAY  TOUR:  Israel — Greece.  Leave  New 

York  October  16.  $849.  Contact:  Mrs.  Charles 
Brown.  4304  Knights  Ave..  Tampa.  Fla.  33611. 

(813  )  835-6714. 

HOLY  LAND.  EGYPT.  TURKEY  —  Four 
days  Greek  Isles  Cruise.  17  days  from  Dallas. 

N.  Y..  October  5.  First  Class.  Call  or  write  for 

Dallas.  Texas  75205.  Phone  (214  )  363-2692. 

REFORMATION  HERITAGE  TOUR  to 

WANTED:  Wlndowpaning  for  our  church 
windows  needs  replaced.  Can  anyone  tell  us 
where  these  might  be  obtained?  Faith  United 
Methodist  Church.  522  E.  6th  St..  Cheyenne. 

England.  France.  Germany.  Netherlands  with 
Bishop  and  Mrs  McFerrtn  Stowe.  Nine  days 
beginning  April  7.  1975.  from  Dallas.  $649.  For 
brochure:  Bob  Sanders.  Box  793.  Winters. 
Texas  79567.  (915)-754-S213. 

AMERICAN  STAINED  GLASS  INSTITUTE: 
Basic  to  advanced  Sept.  1-14.  Advanced  to 
professional  Sept.  15-29.  Room,  board  and 
tuition.  $494.  Workshop  at  fabulous  Ghost 
j  Ranch.  New  Mexico.  Very  few  vacancies  left. 

For  brochure,  write:  P.O.  Box  4605.  Santa  Fe. 
N.M.  87501.  or  phone  (505)  982-9981.  983-4825. 

Cushions  For 
Church  Pews 

COMFORT  AND  BEAUTY 

AT  PRICES  YOU 

CAN  AFFORD 

A  UNIQUE  OPPORTUNITY.  A  successful 
retired  salesman  or  minister  to  represent  one 
of  America's  fastest  growing  religious  radio 
j  programs  in  your  area.  Exceptionally  good 

income  potential.  If  :ut*resL?d.  write, 
Methodist  Hour.  Box  77.  Orlando.  Florida 

_ 

Flowers  Cushion 
Service 

Keene.  Texas  76059 

Phone 

ir.n'  MI 5-9203 

PAGE  4 

United  Methodists  react  to  Lausanne 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


AUGUST  9,  1974 


‘Dominant’  issues  examined 


By  BILL  BUCHANAN 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

Persons  who  would  write  off  the 
recently-concluded  International 
Congress  on  World  Evangelization  in 
Lausanne,  Switzerland,  as  just  a  jazzed 
up  camp  meeting  had  best  look  twice, 
according  to  United  Methodists  who  have 
just  returned. 

While  some  old  fashioned  preaching 
did  claim  its  share  of  platform  time, 
some  of  the  most  crucial  issues  facing  the 
church  today  got  a  thorough  going  over 
as  well,  the  United  Methodist  par¬ 
ticipants  agreed. 

"I  sensed  a  serious  grappling  with  the 
most  dominant  issues  in  the  Christian 
church  today,”  explained  the  Rev.  Joe 
Hale,  director  of  the  Board  of 
Discipleship's  unit  on  Cooperative 
Evangelism.  “I  don’t  think  they  dodged 
any  of  them.” 

Among  the  issues  he  identified  as 
“dominant”  were  the  relationship  of  the 
Gospel  to  the  whole  person,  the  question 
of  cross-cultural  evangelization  and  the 
whole  area  of  missions. 

“These  are  issues  that  are  on  the  front 
burner  now,”  continued  Mr.  Hale. 
“Evangelicals  will  have  to  deal  with 
these  issues  if  they  are  to  be  true  to  their 
task.  And  I  sensed  they  were  dealing  with 
them  in  Lausanne.” 

Picking  up  on  this  theme.  Bishop  W. 
Kenneth  Goodson,  resident  prelate  of  the 
Richmond  Area,  said  he  was  impressed 
and  encouraged  by  the  way  delegates 
dealt  with  the  traditional  conflict  bet¬ 
ween  proponents  of  the  social  Gospel  and 
proponents  of  the  personal  Gospel. 

“The  idea  that  the  personal  Gospel 
must  have  social  implications  was  a  very 
strong  element  at  the  Congress,”  said 
Bishop  Goodson. 

Mr.  Hale  concurred  in  the  observation, 
explaining  that  while  some  speakers 
tried  to  press  the  old  argument  that  a 
personal  redemptive  experience  comes 


first  and  is  followed  by  social  action, 
most  speakers  emphasized  that  both 
steps  must  be  taken  at  once  for  either  to 
be  valid. 

“That  was  a  healthy  attitude,  I  feel,” 
he  added. 

With  regard  to  the  implications  for  the 
United  Methodist  Church  Bishop 
Goodson  said  “Evangelization  of  the 
world  hasn’t  been  at  the  top  of  our 
priority  list  for  a  long  time.  But  it  must 
be.  I  for  one  want  to  see  us  grow  — 
numerically  and  otherwise.” 

Both  the  Rev.  Ed  Robb  of  Lubbock, 
Tex.  and  Dr.  J.  T.  Seamands  of  Wilmore, 
Ky.,  agreed  that  the  Congress 
strengthened  the  position  of  the 
Evangelical  Missions  Council  (EMC),  of 
which  both  are  members.  EMC  has  been 
bargaining  with  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  over  the  past  few  months  in  an 
attempt  to  instill  a  more  personal 
evangelical  approach  in  the  church’s 
mission  enterprise. 

While  he  admitted  that  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  would  do  well  to  listen 
to  some  of  the  things  which  came  out  of 
the  Congress,  Bishop  Goodson  affirmed 
the  “mission  endeavour  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  has  to  remain  with  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries.” 

But,  he  added,  “it  has  to  be  sensitive  to 
the  feelings  of  the  whole  church  in  this 
enterprise.” 

The  powers  that  be,  offered  Mr.  Robb, 
have  to  “be  just  as  brotherly  with  the 
theological  right  as  they  are  with  the 
theological  left.” 

While  admitting  that  “we 
(evangelicals)  have  made  some 
mistakes,"  continued  Mr.  Robb,  “the 
Board  of  Global  Minsitries  needs  to  be 
aware  that  a  great  segment  of  the  church 
believes  in  personal  as  well  as  political 
salvation.  We  are  determined  to  take 
both  dimensions  of  the  Gospel  to  the  ends 
of  the  world." 


But  if  the  Congress  was  a  call  for  more 
openness  on  the  part  of  the  church’s 
liberal  establishment,  it  was  also  a  time 
for  re-examining  some  of  the  premises  of 
the  evangelical  position. 

The  exposure  to  the  feelings  of  Third 
World  participants  about  the  nature  of 
evangelism  really  hit  home  with  some  of 
the  white,  middle-class  participants, 
explained  the  Rev.  Gordon  Casad,  a 
Dallas-based  district  superintendent. 

It  was  obvious  that  to  the  Third 
Worlders  that  evangelism  means  more 
than  “spiritual  salvation,”  explained  Mr. 
Casad.  “It  also  means  liberation  on  the 
political,  economic  and  social  fronts. 
Seeing  the  personal  and  social  dimen¬ 
sions  of  the  Gospel  related  in  such  a 
dramatic  way  was  a  real  eye  opener  for 
some  evangelicals." 

Evaluating  the  potential  effects  of  the 
Congress  on  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  Mr.  Casad  said  church  leaders 
would  do  well  to  listen  to  what  Congress 
participants  were  saying:  “The  primary 
mission  of  the  church  is  evangelism.  If 
this  is  not  the  primary  emphasis  of  the 
church  all  of  its  other  efforts  will  sooner 
or  later  become  ineffective. 

“The  authority  of  the  church  is  rooted 
in  the  scriptures.  The  church  has  no 
authority  in  and  of  itself,”  continued  Mr.. 
Casad. 

“Only  as  we  properly  understand  and 
obey  the  scriptures  do  we  have  any 
authority.” 

“This  is  a  message  that  every  mainline 
church  needs  to  be  reminded  of  oc¬ 
casionally,"  he  added. 

Apparently  fearing  that  the  Congress’ 
stated  evangelical  orientation  might 
cause  it  to  be  written  off  in  some  quarters 
as  just  “more  fundamentalism,”  Mr. 
Hale  added  that  “I  think  the  word 
‘evangelical’  should  be  dropped.  It  has 
come  to  refer  to  a  political  group  and 
serves  more  to  divide  than  unite  the 
church.” 


World  Methodist  historians 
view  Methodism-feminism 


By  T.  OTTO  NALL 
Special  to  the  TM/  UMR 

KANSAS  CITY,  Kans.  -  For  those 
stalwarts  of  Methodism  who  see  in 
modern-day  feminism  a  threat  to  their 
heritage,  a  look  at  history  might  serve  to 
dispell  some  ungrounded  fears. 

So  contended  Dr.  Norma  Taylor 
Mitchell,  an  expert  in  church  history,  in  a 
recent  address  here  at  St.  Paul  School  of 
Theology  to  members  of  the  World 
Methodist  Historical  Society. 

The  Society,  which  includes  historians 
from  11  different  Methodist  denomina¬ 
tions,  was  in  session  July  23-26. 

On  more  than  one  occasion  said  Dr. 
Mitchell  —  a  professor  at  Troy  (Ala.) 
State  University  —  Methodism  and 
feminism  have  found  themselves  sharing 
common  areas  of  concern.  It’s  been  a 
relationship  which  has  produced  change 
both  in  the  world  and  the  church. 

Turning  her  hand  to  the  chronology  of 
the  matter.  Dr.  Mitchell  traced  the  in¬ 
teraction  of  Methodist  women’s 
organizations  and  the  feminist 
movement  over  the  past  100  years, 
focusing  strongly  on  events  after 
Methodist  union  in  1939. 

She  described  the  radical  feminism  of 
the  mid-19th  century  as  “northeastern, 
urban,  upper-middle  class,  with  deep 
enlightment  and  abolitionist  roots.  Just 
as  revolution  had  been  the  outcome  of  the 
original  Declaration  of  Independence, 
the  radical  feminists  envisioned  another 
revolution  —  political  but  also  social  and 
economic  and  religious  —  to  bring 
women  their  natural  rights.” 

A  new  type  of  feminism,  variously 
called  “social  feminism”  or  “expedient 
feminism,”  came  in  the  1890s,  seeking 
suffrage  as  a  means  of  getting 


prohibition  of  alcoholic  beverages  and 
reform  of  local  government.  The  feminist 
approach  was  generous,  practical,  non- 
ideological.  The  result  was  a  dramatic 
increase  in  medical,  educational, 
evangelistic  and  social  concern. 

“The  centuries-long  tradition  of  male 
domination  in  the  Christian  church 
hobbled  the  progress  of  Methodist 
women,”  Dr.  Mitchell  continued.  The 
women,  who  made  up  two-thirds  of  the 
church  members,  had  no  representation 
in  the  General  Conference  until  the  end  of 
the  century,  and  it  was  1956  before  the 
barrier  against  full  clergy  rights  was 
removed. 

“Yet,”  she  added,  “the  good  social 
feminists  usually  put  the  church's  in¬ 
terest  above  their  own  and  exercised 
patience  and  restraint.” 

During  the  1960s,  women  developed  a 
more  idological,  single-minded  type  of 
feminism,  recovering  the  main  concerns 
of  the  old  radical  feminism.  Missionaries 
who  went  abroad  to  liberate  others 
“became  more  sensitive  to  the  need  for 
liberation  of  their  own  homes,  their  own 
society,  their  own  church,”  Dr,  Mitchell 
noted.  The  general  renaissance  of  radical 
feminism,  beginning  about  1963,  met  a 
quick  response. 

Despite  the  hard-won  legal  victories, 
only  13  percent  of  the  delegates  to  the 
1972  General  Conference  were  women. 
Men  dominated  the  administrative, 
financial  and  policy-making  bodies. 

Methodism  women  found  another 
reason  for  turning  to  radical  feminism 
when  they  questioned  the  values  and 
goals  that  permitted  the  Vietnam  war, 
political  scandals,  environmental 
pollution  and  shortages.  Dr.  Mitchell 
pointed  to  the  emergence  of  two  new 


He’s  retired  as  a  bishop 
but  not  as  a  journalist 


DALLAS  —  As  a  bishop.  T.  Otto  Nall  is 
retired. 

As  a  writer  he’s  still  as  active  as  ever 
and  intends  to  remain  so. 

In  this  regard  he  has  agreed  to  par¬ 
ticipate  informally  as  a  consultant  to 
TM/  UMR  and  to  make  reportorial  and 
editorial  contributions  from  time  to  time. 
Whether  his  relationship  with  the  paper 
will  go  beyond  periodic  contributions  is 
still  under  consideration  by  Bishop  Nall 
and  TM/  UMR  Editor  Spurgeon  M. 
Dunnain  III. 

During  a  recent  meeting  with  the 
TM/  UMR  staff  to  discuss  his  per¬ 
ceptions  of  the  paper  and  its  role  within 
the  sphere  of  religious  journalism. 
Bishop  Nall  somewhat  humorously 
recounted  his  long-standing  interest  in 
writing : 

“I  was  a  journalist  a  long  time  before  I 
was  a  bishop.  I'm  still  a  journalist  at 
heart.” 

All  told,  Bishop  Nall  has  38  years  ex¬ 
perience  in  church  journalism  and 
served  as  editor  and  managing  editor  of 
the  now-defunct  “Christian  Advocate” 
from  1940  until  his  election  as  bishop  in 
1960.  (He  retired  as  bishop  of  the  Hong 
Kong  area  in  1972. ) 

Evaluating  TM/  UMR  from  his 
vantage  point  as  a  prelate  as  well  as  a 
religious  journalist.  Bishop  Nall  termed 
the  paper,  with  its  multiplicity  of  local 
church  and  regional  identities,  a 
“modern  day  miracle." 

Explaining  that  TM/  UMR  fills  an 
interpretative  reporting  the 

field  of  United  Methodist  com¬ 


munications.  Bishop  Nall  said  “you  have 
a  good  thing  going,  and  a  chance  to  lead 
the  way  as  an  agent  of  change.” 

One  of  his  concerns,  however,  was  how 
TM/  UMR  might  do  a  better  job  in 
relating  to  special  interest  groups  within 
the  paper's  readership. 

He  expressed  particular  interest  in  the 
church’s  relationship  with  senior  cit¬ 
izens,  adding  that  his  current  status  of 
retirement  and  years  of  work  within  the 
church  might  allow  him  to  provide 
special  insight  into  such  an  area.  An¬ 
other  interest  --  growing  out  cf  a  recent 
assignment  in  Hong  Kong  -  is  the  whole 
area  of  missions  and  global  ministries. 

Other  observers/writers  with  different 
talents,  he  added,  might  bring  equally 
valuable  insight  to  other  “special  inter¬ 
ests.” 

Additional  discussion  at  the  meeting 
concerned  promotional  plans  for  the 
paper  and  the  relationship  between 
TM/UMR  ana  church  leaders  and  organ¬ 
izations. 


‘Parfc  church 9 

Outdoor  ministry  reaches  campers 


organizations  —  the  Women’s  Caucus 
and  the  Commission  on  the  Status  and 
Role  of  Women,  committed  firmly  to  the 
advocacy  fo  women’s  rights  and 
responsibilities  within  the  structure  of 
the  church.  Dr.  Mitchell  thought  the  aim 
a  modest  one:  “By  1976,  membership  of 
every  policy-making  group  at  least  one- 
third  women.” 

She  added:  “Beyond  this  goal  lie  the 
radical  concerns  of  the  new  feminism. 
The  Women’s  Caucus,  the  Commission 
on  the  Status  and  Role  of  Women  and  the 
Women’s  Division  are  exploring  the 
theological,  biblical,  and  historical 
dimensions  of  sexism  in  Christian  church 
and  society.” 

“The  task  force  on  theology  in  the 
Commission  is  writing  a  paper  on  the 
masculine  and  feminine  attributes  of 
God,”  Dr.  Mitchell  continued,  “and 
women  are  gathered  in  Methodist  and 
ecumenical  groups  for  serious  study  of 
theology  from  a  women’s  point  of  view.” 

“A  close  connection  exists  between  this 
technological  re-examination  and  the 
activism  of  the  new  Methodist 
feminism,"  she  concluded.  “It  accepts 
diversities  in  lifestyles  not  only  for 
women,  but  also  for  men  and  children. 
The  new  feminism  insists  that  sexism 
and  racism  are  equally  hampering  and 
related  injustices,  which  the  church  must 
correct  together.” 

Religion 
studies  now 
in  25  states 

IOWA  CITY,  Iowa  (RNS)  —  A  renewed 
interest  by  young  people  in  religious 
ideas  and  ideals  is  one  of  the  major 
factors  behind  the  current  movement  in 
the  U.  S.  and  Canada  to  incorporate 
studies  “about”  religion  into  the  public 
school  curricula,  a  specialist  in  religious 
studies  said  here. 

Dr.  Joseph  Forcinelli,  a  master 
teacher  in  the  University  of  Iowa’s 
Summer  Institute  On  Teaching  About 
Religion,  explained  that  school  districts 
in  at  least  25  states  offer  courses  in 
comparative  religion  or  the  history  of 
religion,  usually  at  the  secondary  level. 

In  California,  he  noted,  100  school 
districts  now  operate  such  programs. 

Pointing  out  that  the  U.  S.  Supreme 
Court,  in  its  1963  ruling  striking  down 
prayer  in  public  schools,  did  not  bar 
teaching  about  religion,  he  quoted  an 
excerpt  from  the  majority  decision  which 
observed,  ”...  one’s  education  is  not 
complete  without  a  study  of  comparative 
religions  or  the  history  of  religion  and  its 
relationship  to  the  advancement  of 
civilization.” 

Dr.  Forcinelli  said  that  five  states  have 
developed  their  own  curricula,  and  that 
two  states  require  specific  teacher 
certification  for  teaching  about  religion. 

Enthusiastic  about  the  current 
movement  to  place  religious  studies  in 
public  schools,  the  professor  believes 
that  in  some  areas  of  the  country  there  is 
still  a  lack  of  awareness  of  the 
prerogative  established  by  the  Supreme 
Court  10  years  ago  to  offer  such  courses. 

Instructor  in  a  popular  course  in  world 
religion  at  Claremont  (Calif.)  High 
School  since  1963,  Dr.  Forcinelli  said 
“many  people  still  say  it  can’t  be  done 
without  violating  the  separation  of 
church  and  state  doctri...  of  the  First 
Amendment  to  the  U.  S.  Constitution.” 


By  CLYDE  CHESNUTT 
Staff  Writer 

SAN  JOSE,  Calif.  —  “I  can  find  God  in 
the  out-of-doors  as  well  as  in  a  church"  — 
so  goes  an  often  heard  remark.  It’s 
usually  made  by  the  person  who  wants  to 
explain  his  absence  from  the  Sunday 
morning  worship  service  as  he  enjoys  a 
weekend  trip  to  the  lake. 

Today,  however,  that  person  may  find 
himself  worshipping  God  in  a  “church” 
in  the  out-of-doors  —  right  where  he  is  — 
as  a  part  of  a  unique  Christian  ministry 
to  parks  and  recreation  areas.  Springing 
up  across  vacation-land  USA  are  church 
services  where  the  weekend  people  live: 
at  the  beach,  in  the  mountains,  by  the 
lake. 

California  offers  a  prime  example. 
Directed  by  a  concerned  United 
Methodist  minister,  the  Rev.  Richard 
Bolick,  the  opportunity  for  worship 
services  conducted  among  nature’s 
wonders  has  spread  to  24  state  parks,  and 
is  still  growing. 

Mr.  Bolick  started  the  program  in  1967 
as  a  pilot  project  in  seven  parks  with 
permission  from  the  state  Department  of 
Parks  and  Recreation.  The  idea  caught 
on  and  in  1968  Sunday  services  were  held 
in  eight  parks.  By  1971  the  number  had 
jumped  to  20. 

Presently  director  of  his  creation,  the 
California  Parks  Ministry,  Mr.  Bolick 
borrowed  the  idea  from  his  association 
with  a  similar  ministry  carried  on  in  the 
national  parks  since  1952.  He  had  served 
as  director  for  eight  years  of  the  Church 
of  the  Sequoias  in  Sequoia-Kings  Canyon 
National  Parks. 

But  nothing  was  being  done  in  the  state 
parks. 

“The  whole  concept  struck  me  sud¬ 
denly  one  evening  as  I  sat  talking  with 

Tragedy  not 

God’s  fault 
says  pastor 

ALBERT  LEA,  Minn.  (RNS)  —  What 
do  you  say  to  a  28-year-old  woman  who 
loses  her  husband  and  three  children  — 
her  entire  family  —  in  a  fire? 

The  Rev.  Arvid  Bidne,  pastor  of  First 
Lutheran  Church  here,  faced  this 
question. 

It  wasn’t  true  that  the  tragedy  was 
God’s  will  or  that  Jesus  wanted  her 
children  in  heaven  with  Him,  he  told  Mrs. 
Judy  Erickson  at  the  funeral  for  her 
family. 

“All  of  us  sense  how  empty  human 
words  are  at  a  time  like  this,”  Pastor 
Bidne  said.  “If  you  try  to  speak,  maybe 
the  wrong  things  come  out. 

“Like,  ‘This  is  God’s  will.’  That’s  not 
true.  It  is  not  the  will  of  God  to  send  a 
terrible  tragedy  to  a  family. 

“Or  there  are  those  who  say  Jesus 
needed  or  wanted  the  children.  Of  course, 
Jesus  loves  little  children.  But  Jesus 
wants  them  to  grow  and  mature.  He 
doesn’t  take  them  away  from  a 
mother.  .  .” 

“Humanly  speaking  there  isn’t  a  word 
that  will  help,”  the  American  Lutheran 
Church  pastor  said.  “All  we  can  do  is 
show  our  love  and  compassion  and  that 
we  really  care. 

“God  doesn’t  pull  any  punches  about 
tragedy  in  Scripture.  He  speaks  strongly 
about  it,  about  the  tragedy  of  a  world 
filled  with  blessing,  but  also  filled  with 
evil. 

“We  do  have  an  evil  world.  There’s  no 
way  to  pretty  it  up.  We* know  of  war  and 
hunger  and  starvation  of  little  children. 
At  St.  Mary’s  Hospital  in  Rochester 
(Minn.)  there  are  many  little  children 
who  are  about  to  die. 

“But  God  speaks  of  victory  over  suf¬ 
fering  and  death.  .  .” 

Norlyn  (Mr.  Erickson)  wanted  Judy 
(Mrs.  Erickson)  to  live.  He  wouldn’t  let 
her  go  upstairs.  “How  can  one  rebuild  a 
life  from  the  ashes?  One  hour  at  a  time. 
One  day  at  a  time.” 

The  Erickson  home,  a  two-story  frame 
building  about  a  mile  from  Albert  Lea, 
was  destroyed  by  a  flash  fire  which 
awakened  Mr.  Erickson.  He  awoke  Mrs. 
Erickson,  led  her  through  the  smoke  to 
the  front  door  and  pushed  her  out.  She 
tried  to  return  but  he  insisted,  “I’ll  get 
them.” 

Mr.  Erickson  got  as  far  as  the  top  of  the 
stairs  and  died  there  in  his  attempt  to 
reach  the  three  children.  They  were 
found  dead  in  an  upstairs  bedroom. 

Some  600  friends  and  neighbors  at¬ 
tended  the  funeral.  There  were  three 
small  white  caskets  and  a  brown  one  at 
the  front  of  the  gothic-style  church. 

A  mile-long  entourage  followed  Mrs. 
Erickson  to  the  cemetery.  After  a  few 
words.  Pastor  Bidne  asked  people  to 
leave  so  that  she  could  be  a  for  a  little 
while. 


my  wife,”  Mr.  Bolick  recalled.  “I  got  the 
Southern  California  church  council  to 
back  me  for  a  three  month  experiment  in 
1967. 1  lined-up  seven  parks  and  we  were 
on  our  way.” 

The  worship  service  is  led  by  a  pastor 
in  a  near-by  town  who  drives  in 
especially  for  the  Sunday  service. 
Bulletins  with  the  printed  order  of 
worship  and  taped  organ'  music  on  a 
cassette  recorder  are  supplied  by  the 
parks  ministry.  Mr.  Bolick  has  the  job  of 
recruiting  the  ministers  and  arranging 
with  the  local  park  authorities. 

Ministers  who  enjoy  roughing  it  are 
invited  to  take  a  week's  vacation  in  12  of 
the  more  remote  parks.  The  Parks 
Ministry  provides  a  campsite  equipped 
with  tent,  stove  and  kitchen-ware  in  turn 
for  the  pastor  leading  the  Sunday  ser¬ 
vice. 

"I  encourage  them  to  make  that  week  a 
family  vacation,"  the  director  said.  “I 
hope  they  will  use  the  time  to  really  get 
acquainted  with  their  family.  They  have 
noduties  other  than  the  worship  service.” 

National  interest  in  camping  and 
tourism  continues  to  skyrocket.  Despite 
the  energy  crunch,  an  estimated  50 
million  Americans  will  flock  to  camp¬ 
grounds  this  year  California  state 


parks  log  40  million  camper  days  an¬ 
nually.  (A  camper  day  is  one  person  oc¬ 
cupying  a  campsite  for  one  day.) 

Experts  predict  a  total  of  7.5  million 
camping  vehicles  will  be  on  the  road  by 
1980.  By  the  turn  of  the  century,  boating 
is  expected  to  grow  215  per  cent  from  its 
1971  level,  camping  238  per  cent. 

That’s  why  Mr.  Bolick  is  considering 
giving  full-time  to  the  parks  ministry.  He 
serves  presently  as  associte  pastor  at 
First  United  Methodist  church  here  with 
time  off  to  serve  as  the  non-salaried 
director  for  the  ministry  to  the  parks. 

He  says  the  parks  ministry  plans  to 
separate  from  its  parent  body  —  the 
California  Church  Council  —  and  become 
independent  next  year.  But  that  move 
will  require  additional  financial  support. 
One-half  of  the  $12,000  needed  each  year 
now  comes  from  around  200  local 
Kiwanis  Clubs  across  the  state. 

The  move  to  autonomy  will  also  open 
the  ministry  to  pastors  of  evangelical 
churches  which  do  not  affiliate  with  the 
California  Church  Council,  as  well  as 
Roman  Catholic  priests. 

If  you  are  serious  about  worshipping 
God  in  the  great  out-of-doors  this  sum¬ 
mer,  look  around  you.  You  may  discover 
a  church  next  door  to  your  tent. 


WCC  report:  church 
helped  1 8,000  refugees 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  Approximately 
5,500  non-Chilean  refugees  left  Chile  in 
the  five  months  following  the  military 
take-over,  under  the  auspices  of  the 
church-sponsored  National  Committee 
for  Assistance  to  Refugees  (CONAR), 
according  to  a  June  1974  report  of  the 
World  Council  of  Churches  to  institutions, 
churches  and  groups  which  contributed 
to  its  appeal  for  emergency  help. 

The  report,  which  was  distributed  on  a 
restricted  basis,  has  just  become 
available  here. 

Some  150  refugees  are  still  under  the 
care  of  the  CONAR  staff,  awaiting  the 
opportunity  to  leave  Chile,  and  some  200 
have  opted  to  stay  in  Chile.  CONAR  is 
also  working  with  several  hundred  others 
who  are  relatives  of  refugees  who  have 
left  and  are  consequently  eligible  to  join 
them  in  their  country  of  asylum. 

Church  committees  in  Argentina, 
Peru,  Costa  Rica,  Honduras,  Ecuador, 
Colombia  and  Panama  have  worked  and 
continue  to  work  with  CONAR  to  meet 
the  temporary  needs  of  refugees  from 
Chile  while  they  wait  for  permanent 
asylum. 

The  Argentine  group (CAREF)  has 
under  its  care  about  3,500  of  the 
estimated  10,000  refugees  (mostly 
Chileans)  now  in  Argentina  but  still 
awaiting  a  permanent  solution  of  their 
problems.  The  inflow  of  Chileans  to 
Argentina  continues.  The  WCC  has  given 
CAREF  $150,000  and  pledged  a  further 
$135,000  for  care  and  maintenance,  legal 
and  health  needs,  internal  travel  and 
permanent  solution  schemes.  Total 
estimated  needs  for  these  purposes  in 
Argentina  in  1974  are  $1,400,000. 

The  Peruvian  committee  is  working 
with  800  of  the  estimated  3,500  Chileans 


who  have  fled  to  Peru  since  September 
by  plane,  car,  boat,  train,  and  on  foot 
across  the  northern  Chilean  desert.  Peru 
is  not  granting  any  permanent  residence 
to  Chilean  refugees,  and  many  are  in 
extreme  need.  About  500  have  been 
resettled  elsewhere. 

Over-all  figures  indicate  that  4,500  non- 
Chilean  refugees  have  left  officially  for 
countries  of  asylum,  mostly  in  Europe, 
and  that  350  foreign  refugees  are  still  in 
Chile.  An  estimated  800  family  members 
of  persons  who  left  for  asylum  are  still  in 
Chile.  The  number  of  Chileans  now 
remaining  in  Argentina  is  estimated  at 
10,000  and  in  Peru  at  2,300.  Foreign 
embassies  in  Santiago  gave  asylum  to 
4,200  people,  almost  all  of  whom  have  left 
Chile. 


Eyes  Too  Sore? 

Bathe  them  with  soothing  LAVOPTIK  Medii 
mal  Eye  Wash.  Offers  prompt  relief  for  sor 
tired,  burning  eyes.  Aids  natural  healing.  Floa 
away  dust,  dirt  and  other  irritants.  For  depenc 
able  eye  comfort  get  LAVOPTIK  Eye  Was 
with  eye  cup  included  at  your  druggist.  Sati: 
mction^guaranieed^o^mone^ack^^^^^^ 


GOTAAS  WORLD  TRAVEL  o.P.  TM 

7  WEST  MADISON  STREET  CHICAGQ  ILL.  60602 


ROYAL  ATHENIAN  CRUISE 

Sixth  successive  year 
Highlights 

•  "The  Journeys  ol  Paul"  •  Israel  -  The  Holy  Land 

•  7  Churches  ol  Asia  Minor  •  Colorful  Greek  Islands 

OCT.  24.  1974  -  23  DAYS 
Guaranteed  quality  at  competitive  prices. 


FIBERGLASS 


SPIRES -CROSSES 
I  BAPTISTRIES  -SIGNS  # 
fill'  WATER  HEATERS  / 

1(101  KRINKLGLAS  WINDOWS  / 

K~  ^Church  credit  plans  available.  //i 
Free  colored  brochure. 

LITTLE  GIANT  MANUFACTURING 

Box  518  /  Orange,  Texas  77630 
_ Phone:  713  883-4246 


CO. 


CHURCH  POSITIONS  OPEN 

A  United  Methodist  Church  in  the  Oklahoma  City,  Okla.  area 
seeks: 

t.jiei  oir  <ld)irector 

(QradedCLirs  and  J3elt Cloirs) 

2.~rd  i^elicjiouA  Education  <^£)irector 
CSpeciai  &npha6i5  on  IJoutli  Ur  Children) 


Consideration  will  be  given  to  a  couple  who  could  qualify  for 
these  openings. 


Applicants  Address:  CHURCH,  P.O.  Box  1076,  The  Texas  Methodist,  Dallas, 
Texas  75221 
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Center  in  New  Orleans:  One  of  many  “Extras” 


Executive  Director  David  Billings  and  Dr.  Alfred  Norris  are 
shown  with  a  group  at  the  Community  Center. 


St.  Mark’s  Sewing  Classes  are  creative  and  versatile. 


Dr.  Dana  Dawson  honored  at  large  reception 


Members,  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Baton  Rouge,  honored  their 
pastor,  Dr.  Dana  Dawson,  Jr.,  and  his 
family  Sunday  afternoon,  July  28,  upon 
the  occasion  of  his  retirement. 

Friends  and  church  members  gathered 
between  4  and  6  p.m.  to  show  their  ap¬ 
preciation  to  Doctor  Dawson  for  his  20 
years  of  leadership  in  both  church  and 
civic  affairs. 

In  the  receiving  line  with  Doctor  and 
Mrs.  Dawson  were  their  daughters 
Elizabeth,  of  Dallas,  Texas,  and  Linda,  a 
senior  at  Louisiana  State  University. 
Also  receiving  guests  were  Bishop  and 
Mrs.  Finis  A.  Crutchfield  and  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  W.  J.  Speakman.  Mr.  Speakman  is 
chairman  of  the  administrative  board  of 
the  church. 

Dr.  Dawson  has  been  granted  a 
physical  disability  leave  effective  Sep¬ 
tember  1.  The  administrative  board  of 
First  Methodist  named  Doctor  Dawson 
pastor  emeritus  and  he  and  his  family 
will  continue  to  live  in  Baton  Rouge  in  the 
Ingleside  Drive  parsonage. 

Doctor  Dawson,  son  of  the  late  Bishop 
Dana  Dawson,  is  married  to  the  former 
Betty  Howe  of  Fort  Smith,  Arkansas. 

Under  his  20  years  of  leadership  at 
First  Methodist,  the  church  has 
developed  the  XYZ  (Xtra  Years  of  Zest) 
non-denominational  program  for  retired 
persons;  established  the  Early  Learning 


Center  for  children;  expanded  its 
physical  plant  to  include  an  Adult  Center 
and  parking  areas;  acquired  three  ad¬ 
ditional  parsonages  and  played  a  role  in 
the  development  of  the  Eden  Park 
Community  Center  Development 
Project. 

Doctor  Dawson’s  “circuit”  on  a  wider 
scale  has  taken  him  to  many  countries  of 
the  world  in  the  interest  of  the  church  — 
to  help  expand  its  vision  and  to  work 
toward  fulfillment  of  its  dream  of  world 
missions.  His  first  evangelistic  mission 
was  to  Cuba  in  pre-Castro  days.  Since 
that  time  his  travels  have  taken  him  to 
Mexico,  to  the  historic  American  church 
in  Paris  where  he  served  as  visiting 
preacher  for  two  summers,  and  to  the 
Aiea  Methodist  Church  in  Honolulu  as 
summer  preacher.  He  traveled  to  the 
Holy  Land  with  a  ministerial  group  led 
by  his  father  to  visit  the  sacred  places  of 
Christendom  and  to  study  the  conflict 
between  Arab  and  Jew. 

Also  with  his  father  he  made  an  ar¬ 
duous  trip  to  Lambarene,  Africa,  to  visit 
Dr.  Albert  Schweitzer  in  his  remote 
jungle  hospital  and  then  on  to  Ethiopia 
for  an  audience  with  Emperor  Haile 
Selassie.  With  his  wife,  Betty,  Doctor 
Dawson  traveled  to  Haiti  to  visit  Dr.  W. 
L.  Mellon,  Jr.  at  the  Albert  Schweitzer 
Hospital  that  Mellon  established  and 
maintains  in  Des  Chappelles. 


Top  [LJ  Perkins  Chapel,  with  the  Rev.  Terry  C.  Willis  in 
foreground.  Mr.  Willis  was  enrolled  in  Advanced  Studies. 

Top  [ center ]  The  Rev.  Ester  Hammond.  Pastor,  St. 
Tammany-Talisheek,  participating  in  chapel  service.  Lay 
Pastors'  School. 

Top  [R]  George  Anders,  Claude  Crotwell,  Donald  Morgan. 


Homer  Bailes  were  photographed  here  during  informal 
moment  at  LPS. 

Bottom  [L]  Men  and  Women  from  Louisiana  Conference 
who  were  in  attendance  at  the  School. 

Bottom  [R]  Spanish  Speaking  Lay  Pastors  are  shown 
singing  at  Lay  Pastors’  School. 


Louisiana  Conference  well  represented 
at  Perkins  summer  school  session 


By  W.  RALPH  CAIN. 

Area  Provost 

(While  on  business  at  Perkins,  the  Area 
Provost  was  invited  by  Dr.  Klaus  Rohlfs 
..  io  attend  the  Lay  Pastors  School  chapel 
service,  and  to  meet  informally  over 
coffee  with  persons  from  The  Louisiana 
Conference  enrolled  in  the  summer 
session.) 

The  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  was 
well  represented  at  the  annual  Lay 


Pastors’  School  and  School  for  Advanced 
Studies  at  Perkins  School  of  Theology  in 
Dallas  this  summer.  Participants  were 
engaged  in  study  as  a  part  of  the  work 
required  by. The  Board  of. The  Ministry. 
The  Rev.  George  Sherman  is  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Lay  Pastors  and 
Associate  Members. 

Honors  won  by  persons  from  Louisiana 
include  Secretary  of  the  Student  Council 
Mrs.  Ester  Hammond;  Chaplain  George 


In  announcing  his  leave,  Doctor 
Dawson  said,  “I  am  delighted  that  we 
will  continue  to  make  Baton  Rouge  our 
home  because  of  the  deep  roots  of 
friendship  we  have  in  the  community  and 
particiularly  because  of  the  warm  af¬ 
fection  we  feel  for  the  members  of  the 
church  family.  I  deeply  appreciate  the 
unanimous  action  of  the  Administrative 
Board  in  naming  me  Pastor  Emeritus  of 
First  Methodist.” 

The  Dawsons  were  presented  with  keys 
to  a  new  car  during  the  reception  on 
Sunday,  a  gift  from  the  church  members. 


LaHarpe  United  Methodist  donates 
blankets  to  Home  Hospital 


The  women  of  LaHarpe  United  Metho¬ 
dist  Church,  New  Orleans,  have  been 
working  with  the  Methodist  Home  Hospi¬ 
tal  to  provide  services  and  to  donate 
needed  items.  Recently  the  group  of 
ladies  donated  four  thermal  blankets  to 
the  Home  as  part  of  their  ongoing 
project.  Mrs.  Manuella  M.  Burke,  Presi¬ 
dent  of  United  Methodist  Women  of 
LaHarpe  Church,  is  shown  here  with 
others  in  the  group:  Mesdames  Olga 
Batiste.  Ethel  Wong,  Eva  Barbln,  Lily 
Pearson,  Bernice  Lazo,  Patrica  Fox, 
Deiola  Jones,  Sandra  Green,  Marie 
Blouin,  Celola  Bruno,  Sarah  Jones, 


Gloria  Lee,  Mildred  Hagan,  Leah  Carter, 
Thais  Moore,  Jan  Dupre,  Della  Edgeton, 
Anna  Wilis,  Rosylin  Morgan,  Babette 
Harrison,  Erline  Horton  and  Allilou 
Steward. 

Also,  not  shown,  but  active  in  the  group 
are:  Maggie  Augustine.  Elia  Harvey, 
Thelma  Foster,  Cora  Richardson,  Thel¬ 
ma  Blackman,  Vivienne  Fernandez, 
Sedonia  Dominick,  Edna  Cosse,  Edolia 
Wills,  Stephine  Blackman,  Cyntha  Wa¬ 
ters  and  Mrs.  Nick. 

Pastor  of  LaHarpe  is  the  Rev.  Andrew 
J.  Douglas. 


D.  Anders;  and  Class  Representative  and 
Member  of  the  Council  Claude  M. 
Crotwell. 

The  school  lasts  for  four  weeks  and 
includes,  courses  in  theology,  church 
history,  church  administration, 
homiletics  and  worship.  The  governing 
body  is  a  Board  of  Directors  made  up  of 
Perkins  personnel  and  representatives 
from  Annual  Conference  Boards  of  The 
Ministry.  Klaus  Rohlfs  heads  the  School. 

Students  from  the  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference  were:  Robert  James  Addison; 
Homer  V.  Bailes;  Burnell  Bell;  Joe 
Brown;  Claude  M.  Crotwell;  Wilbur  G. 
Davis,  Sr.;  Ester  Hammond;  Oneal 
Hardy;  Clinton  A.  Jordan;  E.  Eugene 
Kimble;  Peter  Medak;  William  Miller; 
Donald  R.  Morgan. 

Also,  John  R.  Oldham;  Ed  Parks; 
Thomas  H.  Rowe,  Sr.;  Roy  L.  Simms;  H. 
Austin  Smith;  Willie  B.  Sweat;  Paul  L. 
Wesley;  Velma  Ruth  Wesley  ;  Terry  C. 
Willis;  and  Reginald  Wilson. 

From  the  desk 
of  D.  S.  Clark 

District  Superintendent  (Alexandria) 
Clyde  S.  Clark  has  written  of  a  young 
woman  who  asked  in  the  Charge  Con¬ 
ference  last  fall  at  the  Scotts  Chapel 
Church  at  Lettsworth,  “Tell  me,  what  is 
a  Bible  School?  I  have  heard  about  it,  and 
it  sounds  like  something  we  need  for  our 
children  and  youth  in  this  community.” 
Her  question  and  plea  were  reported  to 
the  District  Council  on  Ministries. 
Through  the  efforts  of  the  Rev.  Richard 
Hoffpauir,  assisted  by  the  Rev.  N.  P. 
Perry,  18  adult  workers  from  Palestine, 
Newman  and  St.  Mark’s  churches  were 
assembled  and  trained  and  in  July 
conducted  a  school  for  the  more  than  100 
children  who  participated.  Many 
churches  contributed  in  many  ways  to 
make  this  a  successful  adventure  for 
Christ. 


News  stories 

Please  send  all  news  stories  and 
photographs  to: 

AREA  PROVOST 

1114  American  Bank  Building 
200  C'arondelet  Street 
New  Orleans,  Louisiana  70130 


H.E.A.D.  Clinic  provides  free  medical 
care,  diagnosis,  counselling. 

St.  Mark’s  Community  Center  (New 
Orleans)  Summer  Program  reached  new 
highs  this  summer,  with  an  enrollment  of 
313  children,  ages  7  - 14,  for  a  seven-week 
day  camp  experience.  Activities  included 
recreation,  swimming,  outdoor  sports, 
archery,  sewing,  arts  and  crafts,  music 
and  dance,  and  tutorial  services.  Weekly 
field  trips  were  also  part  of  the  fare. 
Twelve  college  students,  eight  adult 
staff,  and  thirty  Neighborhood  Youth 


Robert  S.  Greer 
was  photographed 
presenting  the  keys 
to  a  new  car  to  the 
Dawsons.  The  car 
was  a  gift  from 
church  members. 


me  Rev.  Vernon  Fairley,  Pastor  at 
Golden  Meadow-Grand  Isle,  is  pictured 
here  with  Dale  Bernard  and  the  Rev. 
John  Brackett.  Dale  is  a  senior  at  USL  in 
Lafayette,  and  will  be  studying  soon  for 
his  license  to  preach.  The  first  minister 
to  come  out  of  the  Golden  Meadow  United 
Methodist  Church,  he  is  the  son  of 
Stanley  and  Mary  Bernard.  John  Brac¬ 
kett  has  completed  a  year  of  Seminary 
work  at  Candler  School  of  Theology,  is  an 
ordained  deacon,  a  member  of  the  North 
Georgia  Conference  [ Probationary ]  and 
is  working  with  the  Grand  Isle  Church 
this  summer. 
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staff.  The  program  operated  through 
individual  fees,  money  from  the  Mayor’s 
Youth  Opportunity  Program,  and 
through  camperships  provided  by  local 
churches  and  church  people. 

The  summer  program  is  an  “extra,” 
according  to  Executive  Director  David 
Billings.  The  regular  program  of  the 
Community  Center  continues  to  serve 
about  100  children  each  evening  from  5 
P.M.  to  9  P.M.  with  recreation  and  art 
offerings.  The  St.  Mark’s  Dancers  per¬ 
formed  on  three  occasions  last  month, 
and  have  appeared  on  New  Orleans  TV 
Channel  4’s  “Right-On”  program. 

Mr.  Billings  is  enthusiastic  about  the 
new  program  scheduled  for  this  fall,  the 
Treme  Street  Academy,  an  alternative 
school  for  suspended  and  drop-out 
students.  ‘‘Prospects  are  good  for  federal 
funding,”  he  says,  “for  this  grant  which 
will  work  with  seventy  students  who  have 
juvenile  arrest  records.”  Presently  the 
educational  component  is  working  with 
ten  students  who  have  experienced  diffi¬ 
culties  in  school. 

St.  Mark's  operates  a  Youth  Hostel 
seven  nights  a  week  on  a  year-round 
basis,  providing  emergency  housing  for 
both  transients  and  locals  who  find 
themselves  unable  to  secure  lodging.  As 
another  part  of  the  service,  St.  Mark’s 
has  operated  the  “Community  Kitchen” 
for  two  years.  This  “extra”  provides 


But  the  services  don’t  stop  there,  on 
the  third  floor  of  the  Center  is  one  of  the 
oldest  volunteer  medical  clinics  in  the 
country.  Now  in  its  fifth  year,  H.E.A.D. 
Clinic  provides  free  medical  care, 
diagnosis,  an  counseling  to  persons 
regardless  of  income.  Recently  400 
children  were  tested  in  the  Clinic  for  the 
local  Sickle  Cell  Anemia  Foundation. 

And  more:  St.  Mark’s  services  also 
include  a  Traveler's  Aid  Worker  and  the 
Innovative  Education  Coalition,  an 
organization  working  for  meaningful 
changes  in  the  public  school  system.  The 
Coalition  publishes  a  monthly  newsletter 
that  reaches  over  2500  people. 

Recently  St.  Mark's  was  notified  by  the 
Commission  on  Religion  and  Race  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  of  the  renewal 
of  its  grant  for  a  second  year,  providing 
the  neighborhood  around  the  Center  with 
a  fulltime  community  worker. 

Director  Billings  proudly  points  out 
that  1973  statistics  showed  that  over 
17,000  people  utilized  some  part  of  the  St. 
Mark's  service  complex.  Over  5,000 
people  stayed  in  the  Youth  Hostel  in  1973, 
while  3,000  were  fed  in  the  community 
kitchen;  6,000  people  visited  the 
H.E.A.D.  Clinic;  and  over  2,000  young 
people  and  adults  took  part  in  the  ongoing 
program  at  St.  Mark’s. 

It  is  small  wonder  that  everything  at 
St.  Mark’s  is  not  only  “extra”  but  EX- 


TheRev.  and  Mrs.  Robert  W.  Bengtson 
were  honored  by  members  of  their 
congregation,  Vidalia  Church,  on  the 
occasion  of  their  silver  anniversary.  The 
event  also  marked  the  beginning  of  the 
fifth  year  of  reappointment  to  the  Vidalia 
church.  Mrs.  Bengtson  is  the  former 
Bonnie  Dunbar,  daughter  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Childs  E.  Dunbar  of  New  Orleans. 
The  Reverend  Mr.  Bengtson  is  the  son  of 
the  Rev.  W.  H.  Bengtson  of  Many  and  the 
late  Mrs.  Bengtson.  The  couple  were 
married  in  the  Algiers  Church,  New 
Orleans  in  1949. 


B.U.M.S.  generates  en thusiasm 


Men  of  Broadmoor  Church, 
Shreveport,  gathered  for  a  fish  fry  and 
fellowship  in  Activities  Hall  of  the  church 
in  July.  A  period  of  activity  followed  the 
meal,  with  Dr.  Jack  Cooke,  pastor, 
greeting  the  group.  Dudley  Snow  outlined 
the  program,  expressing  the  desire  to 
bring  men  of  the  church  together;  to 


provide  fellowship,  with  the  ultimate 
goal  of  encouraging  more  church  and 
church  school  attendance.  The  plan  also 
calls  for  small  group  activitv,  with 
periodic  general  meetings.  The’ official 
title,  is  “Broadmoor  United  Methodist 
Society." 
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at  Saint  Mark’s  Community 


Ai>i>ointin<‘iitK 

announced 

The  following  appointments, 
effective  August  1,  1974  have  been 
announced  by  Bishop  Finis  A. 
Crutchfield: 

St.  Paul’s,  Shreveport  -  Richard 
Harry 

Asbury  -  St.  Marks  -  Williams 
Chapel,  Natchitoches  -  Robert 
Norwood  (Oklahoma  Conference) 


-  -  *  f  *  - 
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Some  hopes  for  study  of  ministry, 
ordination,  and  special  appointments 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


AUGUST  16,  1974 


A  special  Commission  is  currently 
engaged  in  a  long-overdue  "Study  of  the 
Ministry”  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church. 

Appointed  by  the  1972  General  Con¬ 
ference,  the  Commission  is  charged  with, 
among  other  things,  defining  the 
denomination’s  understanding  of 
"ministry”  and  “ordination,”  and 
bringing  a  comprehensive  report  for 
action  to  the  1976  General  Conference. 

A  category  which  has  been  singled  out 
as  a  special  “problem”  in  preliminary 
reports  of  the  Commission’s  work  is  that 
of  "special  appointments,"  i.e.  ordained 
ministers  who  are  serving  in  capacities 
other  than  as  pastors  of  local  congrega¬ 
tions  (see  news  reports  in  TM/UMR, 
March  31  and  July  12). 

There  is  understandable  concern  on 
two  different  levels— theological  and 
practical— about  the  proliferation  of 
special  appointments  from  1200  in  1960  to 
more  than  4000  in  1970.  As  has  been 
pointed  out,  many  of  these  special 
ministerial  appointments,  i.e.  "dog 
catcher,  duck  carver,  and  travel  agent," 
are  difficult  to  justify  by  any  un¬ 
derstanding  of  ordination  in  thg_  church 
tradition. 

Special  appointments  are  also  creating 
an  increasing  number  of  administrative 
headaches,  i.e.  the  necessity  to  seat  an 
additional  lay  delegate  to  the  annual 
conference  for  each  minister  who  is 
granted  special  appointment  status,  and 
the  difficulty  of  relating  special  ap¬ 
pointees  in  a  meaningful  way  to  the 
ongoing  life  and  work  of  the  annual 
conference  from  which  they  are  ap¬ 
pointed. 

The  Commission  to  Study  the  Ministry 
appears  to  be  dealing  with  the  problem 
primarily  at  the  theological  level— as 
well  it  should.  A  solid  relational  un¬ 
derstanding  of  the  "general  ministry,”  to 
which  all  baptized  Christians  are  called, 
and  the  "ordained  ministry,”  which 
involves  the  performance  of  special 
representative  functions  of  and  for  the 
church,  should  precede  rather  than 
follow  the  working  out  of  administrative 
details. 

In  developing  recommendations,  we 


are  hopeful  that  the  Commission  will  opt 
for  a  "broad”  understanding  of  or¬ 
dination,  which  includes  both  those 
engaged  in  the  ministry  of  “Wolrd,  order 
and  sacrament"  in  a  local  congregation 
and  those  engaged  in  functions  which 
represent  connectional  extensions  of  the 
local  congregation,  i.e.  annual  con¬ 
ference  staff,  seminary  professors, 
hospital  an4  home  chaplains,  etc.  To 
define  ordination  “narrowly,"  so  as  to 
include  only  those  who  serve  as  pastors 
of  local  congregations,  as  some  have 
suggested,  would  be  to  relegate  to 
second-class  status  many  ministers  who 
are  performing  ministries  vital  to  the 
ongoing  task  of  the  local  church. 

Further,  we  hope  the  Commission  will 
recommend  a  new  ministerial  order  for 
persons  who  are  engaged  in  “secular 
ministries.”  An  approach  to  ministry  in 
which  the  minister  pays  his  own  way  via 
secular  employment  is  as  old  as  the 
church.  In  an  increasingly  secular 
society,  it  is  important  that  the  church 
encourage  rather  than  discourage  in¬ 
novative  ministries  outside  the  local 
church.  A  step,  in  this -direction  was  the 
— category  oP'minister  to  society”  which 
the  1972  General  Conference  created, 
only  to  have  it  struck  down  later  on  a 
technicality.  We  believe  it  is  important 
that  a  similar  category  be  a  part  of  the 
package  presented  in  1976. 

Finally,  we  hope  that  annual  con¬ 
ferences  will  not  act  arbitrarily  to  solve 
the  administrative  problems  posed  by 
special  appointments  (i.e.  by  revoking 
special  appointment  status)  until  they’ve 
given  thorough  consideration  to  the 
theological  guidelines  which  the  Com¬ 
mission  to  Study  the  Ministry  will 
present  to  the  1976  General  Conference. 
The  present  number  of  special  ap¬ 
pointees  did  not  occur  in  a  vacuum.  Each 
person  now  holding  a  special  appoint¬ 
ment  received  that  status  as  the  result  of 
a  bishop's  and  annual  conference’s 
agreement  to  confer  it.  Such  a  status 
should  not  be  terminated  without  first 
being  considered  against  a  clear  and 
consistent  backdrop  of  what  the  church 
understands  its  “ordained  ministry”  to 
be  and  not  be.' 


Readers  share  their  views  on  the 
advance  planning  of  funeral  services 


EDITORS’  NOTE:  The  July  26  issue 
carried  an  article  by  TM/UMR  Editor 
Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III  headlined 
“Have  you  made  plans  for  your  funeral 
service?"  The  large  reader-response  to 
this  article  indicates  to  us  that  its  subject 
is  of  considerable  interest  to  TM/  UMR 
readers.  Hence,  the  entire  letters  section 
this  week  is  devoted  to  the  publication  of 
reader-comments  on  Christian  views  of 
death  and  funerals.  We  regret  that  space 


does  not  permit  us  -  to— pubHstr  -all"  tB<T  T6~tfteEditor: 


I  have  added  this  further  notarized 
request  in  my  personal  plans,  Jiat  my 
body  be  given  to  the  medical  school  of  the 
state  university  for  use  in  t-aining 
doctors,  and  that  it  be  sent  prior  to  any 
memorial  service  of  worship. 

Eugene  Trice 
Salisbury,  Missouri 

Please  letter  your 

fit  ii  era  I  ulonej,  .  — - 


responses  we  received. 

Reprints  of  Mr.  Dunnam’s  article  are 
available  at  the  rate  of  25c  each,  10  for 
$1.00  from:  “Funeral  Service  Plans," 

TM/  UMR,  P.  O.  Box  1076,  Dallas.  Texas 
75221. 

My  plans  are  sim  i/or, 
if  ilh  two  exceptions 

To  the  Editor: 

My  plans  correspond  very  closely  with 
yours  in  almost  every  respect.  However, 
in  a  couple  particulars  I  have  alternate 
procedures : 

1.  I  want  a  memorial  service  without 

the  body  present  at  all.  I  say,  let  the  body  v  ^ _  ^ _ _  _ 

be  properly  disposed  of. .previously.  -A— afld7wlthTEeir  'pastor,' fashion  the  kind  of 
*  Pilgrimage  to  a  cemetery  is  entirely  the  service  which  they  feeljs_appropriate  in 

and  experience,  and 


■Which  one  of  us  did  not  sympathize 
with  the  good  Mr.  Dunnam  in  his 
TM/  UMR  column  on  July  26th  when  he 
advocated  planning  your  own  funeral?  It 
all  sounds  so  right,  theologically 
Christian,  and  so  uplifting  and  strong. 
There  is,  of  course,  just  one  small  defect 
to  the  whole  beautiful  picture:  the  person 
it  is  designed  to  please  and  thus  to  benefit 
will  not  be  there  to  enjoy  it!  And  if  he 
really  carries  out  his  intentions,  he  will 
have  done  several  rather  negative  and 
even  damaging  things: 

1.  He  will  have  deprived  the  ones 
closest  to  him  of  the  therapy  of  working 
thru  the  details  themselves,  doing  the 
necessary  grieving  wj)ile  they  remember 

TITT:.!  i r .  _  l-  ...  ,  .  ,  . 


A  mortician  dissents 

To  the  Editor: 

In  reply  to  your  article  on  funeral 
arrangements,  I,  as  a  Methodist  mor¬ 
tician  would  like  to  voice  a  few  of  my 
personal  opinions. 

My  first  firm  belief  is  that  the  clergy 
should  take  part  in  the  religious  portion 
of  the  funeral  and  not  the  material  parts. 
When  people  try  to  decide  which 
automobile  to  buy,  they  do  not  ask  their 
minister  whether  they  should  buy  a  three 
or  a  seven  thousand  dollar  car.  To  me 
this  is  the  same  as  selecting  a  casket  for 
a  funeral.  At  time  of  need  I  cannot  see 
how  the  cost  of  the  funeral  has  any 
relationship  to  the  fact  of  a  faith  in  God 
through  Christ. 

Your  point  on  not  opening  the  casket  in 
church  because  you  won’t  be  there  has  no 
bearing  on  the  fact  you  prefer  service  in 
church  against  funeral  chapel.  If  you  are 
not  there,  then  why  does  it  make  a  dif¬ 
ference  where  you  have  the  service?  In 
my  experience,  I  have  had  funerals  of 
active  church  members  in  fraternal  halls 


affirm  a  strong  faith  in  Jesus  Christ. 

Mrs.  Norris  Dill 
Rosston,  Texas 

Our failli  has  grown  thru 
tlir  experience  of  sorrow 


To  the  Editor: 

I  am  enclosing  a  copy  of  the  Order  of 

Worship  and  text  of  the  memorial-  and - 

celebration  service  which  took  place 
September  6, 1972  at  the  time  my  beloved 
daughter  departed  this  life  and  went  on  to 
the  next. 

She  was  a  victim  of  cancer  and  had 
time,  nine  months,  to  prepare  herself  and 
her  family  for  her  death.  The  plans  she 
made  could  have  been  exactly  the  ones  as 
set  forth  in  your  article  in  the  July  26 
issue  of  TM/  UMR. 

Her  body  was  buried  on  Friday  before 
the  Sunday  this  service  was  held,  with 
only  myself,  her  husband  and  four 
teenaged  children  and  her  pastor 
present.  As  we  stood  at  the  graveside,  the 
oldest  girl,  then  19,  when  asked  if  she 
wanted  to  say  anything,  only  said,  “That 

and  at  the  same  time  have  had  funerals  isn’t  jny  mother  .in.  that-box^’  -We~aH - 

in  church  for  people  whohad  never  been  knew  where  she  was. 


Inflation  and  the  church 


Inflation  has  become  a  fact  of  life.  It 
does  not  take  an  economist  to  recognize 
the  hollowness  of  continued  optimistic 
promises  that  “it  will  soon  go  away.” 

Does  the  church  have  any  special  role 
to  play  in  a  time  of  high  inflation?  We 
•believe  it  does:  It  should  serve  as  an 
advocate  for  those  who  have  no . 
organized  advocate  in  the  economic 
realm.  - 

But,  one  might  say,  “Isn’t  everyone 
affected  the  same  by  inflation?"  No.  It 
has  relatively  little  adverse  effect  on  the 
wealthy  and  the  affluent.  Persons 
represented  by  organized  labor,  while 
affected,  are  usually  able  to  demand  and 
receive  substantial  wage  increases  to 
combat  inflation.  Business— which  ac¬ 
cording  to  news  reports  seems  by  and 
large  to  be  benefiting  rather  than  suf¬ 
fering  from  inflation— is  protected  by  an 
important  escape  valve:  it  can  pass  on 
additional  costs  on  material  and  wages  to 
the  consumer. 

But  where  does  the  elderly  citizen 
meagerly  subsisting  on  social  security 
pass  on  his/her  higher  costs?  And  where 
can  the  poor,  who  are  already  at  the  low 
end  of  the  wage-strata,  find  relief  from 
skyrocketing  prices? 

The  New  Testament  church  looked 
after  its  own.  Each  local  congregation 
today  should  make  efforts  to  do  likewise. 
No  apology  is  needed  for  local  churches 
to  develop  ministries  of  assistance  and 
care  for  those  persons  within  the 
fellowship  who  are  especially  caught  in 
the  squeeze  between  fixed  incomes  and 
rising  prices. 

We  should  double  our  concern  for  those 
outside  the  church  by  seeing  that 
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government  agencies  designed  to  help 
the  poor  are  continued  and  operated  at 
maximum  efficiency.  Through  personal 
attention,  support  and  involvement  at 
some  level  in  such  agencies,  individual 
Christians  can  make  a  telling  witness  for 
Christ. 

The  church  should  also  reevaluate  the 
salaries  paid  its  servants.  Recent  reports 
indicate  that  top  executives  of  our 
national  boards  and  agencies  are 
relatively  well  salaried  (TM/UMR, 
August  2).  Likewise,  larger  churches 
tend  to  have  adequate  resources  and  the 
foresight  to  make  appropriate  upward 
adjustments  in  their  ministers’  salaries. 

But  what  about  the  church  secretary, 
the  Christian  education  director,  the 
janitor  and  other  lay  employes?  And 
what  about  pastors  of  small  churches 
who  are  already  at  the  bottom  of  the 
church’s  salary  scale?  Who  is  seeing  that 
these  people  are  given  salary  increases 
which  at  least  match  our  double-figure 
inflation  rate? 

Like  everyone  else,  we  wish  inflation 
would  go  away.  Until  our  governmental 
leaders  take  appropriate  action  to  stem 
inflation,  however,  we  should  make 
every  effort  to  see  that  those  who  can’t 
“pass  along”  their  increased  costs  to 
someone  else  are  adequately  cared  for. 


wrong  culmination  for  Christian  rites. 

2.  If  any  parts  of  my  body— corneas, 
blood,  organs,  anything— can  benefit 
others,  I’d  like  them  taken  and  used.  If  a 
medical  school  can  use  my  body  for  in¬ 
structional  purposes,  fine.  If,  however, 
the  above  options  should  prove  imr 
practicable,  then  I’d  suggest  immediate 
cremation  followed  by  distribution  of 
ashes  at  sea  (assuming  the  sea  is 
anywhere  handy). 

William  C.  Sanford 
Crescent  City,  California 

I’ve  used  your  plan  as 

an  outline  for  mine 

To  the  Editor: 

I  found  your  plan  so  beautiful  that  I 
have  used  it  as  an  outline  for  mine  as 
follows : 

1.  Please  hold  my  funeral  service  in  a 
church,  not  a  funeral  parlor. 

2.  Make  it  a  service  of  joy  and  worship. 

3.  Place  my  body  in  the  least  expensive 
casket  available  and  do  not  open  it  at  the 
service,  because  I  won’t  be  there 
anyway. 

4.  Send  money  to  the  church  for  the 
music  department  in  place  of  flowers. 

5.  Please,  no  sad  music.  Let  the 
congregation  sing  “How  Great  Thou 
Art,”  “When  the  Roll  is  Called  Up 
Yonder,”  and  “When  We  All  Get  to 
Heaven.”  If  Joy  Bowe  is  available,. fya' 


her  sing  “Something  Good  is  Going  ltju  Tojthe  Editor 


their  own  need 
which  will  reflect  the  person  of  the 
deceased  as  they  knew  him. 

2.  He  will,  by  his  innuendoes  and 
negative  remarks,  ha>e  established 
another  barrier  to  grief  and  its  public 
expressions;  we 20th  century  Americans, 
of  course,  think  that  we  know  better  than 
the  first  century  Galilean  who  said, 
“blessed  are  ye  that  mourn,  for  ye  shall 
be  comforted.”  We  want  a  “celebration” 
which  denies  the  reality  of  the  loss  which 
has  been  suffered  and  facilitates  the 
avoidance  of  the  grief  experience. 

3.  He  will  remove  the  family  from  a 
source  of  strength  and  help  by  setting  up 
some  “friends”  to  “sermonize”  and 
“pray”  rather  than  entrusting  his  loved 
ones  to  a  sensitive  pastor  who  will  do  that 
which  needs  doing  in  the  life  of  the  family 
at  that  moment.  (Perhaps  not  a  “eulogy" 
in  the  older  sense,  but  certainly  not  a 
depersonified  sermon  on  "The 
Existential  Immortality  Which  Derives 
from  Kerygmatic  Experience." 

As  a  local  pastor  who  may  need  to  work 
with  your  loved  ones  when  you  go,  I  beg 
of  you— let  your  funeral  alone!  Let  us 
have  the  privilege  of  working  out  with 
them  in  their  need  the  service  which  is, 
after  all,  for  their  benefit! 

Earl  Leonard  Langguth 

Grass  Valley,  California 

‘ Burying  preacher’  agrees 


A 

my 


Happen  to  You.” 

-6.  ReadPsalm  103  and  John  14:1-3. 

7.  Please  have  some  of  the  young 
people  witness  to  their  faith  in  God. 

Mrs.  Homer  Addison 
Boca  Grande,  Florida 

Why  not  go  the  next  step? 

To  the  Editor: 

The  plans  for  your  funeral  as  outlined 
in  the  July  26  issue  came  as  welcome  and 
needed  leavening  in  our  tradition-bound 
practices.  They  are  very  similar  to  my 
own  requests. 

Now  that  you  have  gone  this  far,  why 
not  take  the  next  logical  steps  and  go  all 
the  way?  Why  not  do  away  entirely  with  a 
“funeral”  and  have  a  memorial  service 
at  the  church  of  the  type  you  suggest 
following  a  private  burial  shortly  after 
death?  Or  if  cremation  is  desired,  send 
the  body  to  the  crematory  before  the 
public  Worship. 


Thank  you  for  the  article  on  the  pre¬ 
planned  funeral.  I  agree  with  you; 
maybe  that's  the  reason  I  appreciated 
your  article. 

Over  the  years  serving  in  several  small 
towns,  I  have  been  the  burying  preacher 
and  have  grown  angry  at  the  obstacles 
families  put  in  the  way  of  any  attempt  to 
conduct  a  Christian  service  of  worship. 
So,  about  five  years  ago,  I  began  running 
off  an  order  of  service  to  take  to  the 
funeral  chapel.  Most  funeral  directors 
have  accepted  the  practice  gracefully. 
Only  one  has  openly  opposed  the  use  of 
the  folder. 

To  be  sure,  it  does  not  bring  all  the 
resources  that  we  would  have  in  a  church 
sanctuary,  but  it’s  a  whole  lot  better-than 
-the  chapel  services  where  the  preacher 
comes  to  “perform”  the  funeral  and  the 
people  come'  to  watch . 

John  E.  Pugh 
Havre,  Montana 
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- Spurgeon  Dunnam 

Do  you  ever  grow  weary  in  well-doing? 

I  do. 

Most  of  my  well-doing  is  related  in  one 
way  or  another  to  the  editing  and 
production  of  this  160-different-edition 
weekly  newspaper. 

The  multiplicity  of  demands  made  on 
my  time  and  energy  often  try  my 
patience  and  my  faith. 

Add  a  few  letters  from  irate  readers 
questioning  my  integrity  and  I  begin  to 
wonder  if  my  attempts  at  well-doing 
could  possibly  be  worth  so  much 
weariness! 

Do  you  ever  face  similar  trials  of  faith, 
either  at  home  or  at  work?  Do  you  know 
the  causes  of  and  cures  for  your 
weariness? 

More  often  than  not,  my  weariness  is 
occasioned  by  trying  to  “go  it  alone”— 
carrying  the  full  weight  of  the  world’s 
problems  on  my  own  shoulders,  and  for¬ 
getting  that  the  source  of  my  strength  as 
a  Christian  is  God. 

The  key  to  overcoming  our  weariness 
is  remembering  God’s  purpose:  “In  due 
season  we  shall  reap  if  we  do  not  lose 
heart." 

In  my  case,  the  fr’fillment  of  that 
promise  comes  in  many  forms.  More 
often  than  not,  it  con.es  in  an  encourag¬ 
ing  word  or  a  thoughtful  gesture  by  a 
TM/UMR  reader  when  I  don’t  even 
know.  But  his/her  words  serve  to  lift  my 
spirit  from  wearied  self-pity  and  to 
remind  me  of  the  joy  we  should  feel  when 
spending  ourselves  in  the  cause  of  Jesus 
Christ. 

Such  a  message  came  recently  from 
Mrs.  Kenneth  Welsch  of  West  Columbia, 
Texas.  Her  words  positively  glow  with 


Do  you  ever  grow 
weary  in  well-doing? 


the  Spirit  of  Christ  and,  I  believe,  are 
worth  sharing  with  others. 

“We  often  fqel  it -is  best-not-tcr  be" 
temptedT  but  I’m  glad  that  you  shared 
that  lovely  remark  about  your  father 
receiving  a  Doctor  of  Ministry  degree 
(TM/  UMR,  June 21).  Perhaps  our  world 
is  in  such  a  bad  situation  today  because 
we  are  afraid  to  throw  out  praises 
enough !  In  school,  where  I  teach  creative 
arts,  we  sing  a  song  from  Walt  Disney 
which  carries  an  important  message:  'If 
you  can’t  say  Something  Nice,  Say 
Nothing.’  I  have  a  nasty  disposition  but, 
with  God’s  help,  I  am  trying  to  cultivate  a 
more  loving  spirit  and  write,  when  I  can, 
in  a  positive  way  instead  of  a  critical 
way,  hoping  the  balm  of  God’s  love  will 
shower  the  world. 

“I  have  just  completed  a  wonderful 
week  of  Vacation  Church  School,  helping 
with  the  music.  Four  teenagers  gave 
bountiful  help.  How  great  they  were!  One 
of  the  highlights  was  visiting  the  nursing 
home  to  sing,  and  then  in  one  teacher’s 
saying  ‘we  have  a  little  time,  let’s  go 
June  caroling’;  we  sang  for  a  young  girl 
who  has  a  brain  tumor  and  then  to 
several  elderly  couples  at  their  homes. 
And  we  received  a  great  blessing  from 
doing  so. 

“Each  day  I  find  more  people  who  love 
the  Lord  and  are  seeking  His  guidance. 
He  shares  His  great  love  for  us  all 
through  people  sharing  their  faith  with 
one  another. 

“I  enjoy  the  poetry  that  you  carry  in 
TM/  UMR.  I  made  a  plaque  of  the  one 
about  ‘giving  God  the  pieces  of  the  puzzle 
to  put  your  life  in  place’  for  a  friend.  And 
several  weeks  ago  I  made  one  for  you, 


quoting  the  verses  on  “The  Love  of  God” 
from  your  June  7_editorial,  I’m  not-  very 
goodaT painting  to  put  over  an  idea,  but  I 
hope  you  will  receive  itinJhe  spirit  it  is 
sent.” 

Indeed,  Mrs.  Welsch’s  thoughtful  ef¬ 
forts  at  well-doing  have  renewed  my 
spirit,  and  rekindled  my  own  energy  for 
well-doing. 

I  hope  that  my  words,  added  to  hers, 
may  provide  an  encouraging  reminder  to 
others  who  have  grown  weary. 

I  hope  that  each  person  reading  this 
will  make  a  special  effort  to  seek  out  and 
encourage  someone  else  who  needs  to 
hear  the  words,  “Do  not  lose  heart.” 

—SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 


in  the  church  before 

When  your  funeral  is  planned  to  reflect 
your  faith,  I  cannot  see  how  the  type  of 
casket  or  place  of  service  or  how  many 
flowers  you  have  has  any  bearing  on  your 
faith. 

To  tell  someone  to  plant  a  tree  instead 
of  sending  flowers  is  as  remote  as  telling 
them  to  buy  a  bottle  of  booze  in  memory. 

In  my  15  years  experience  in  funeral 
service,  I  have  found  many  times  that  the 
most  religious  people  have  open  caskets, 
many  flowers  and  somber  music 

It  has  been  proven  many  times  that  the 
viewing  of  the  body  has  a  definite 
psychological  effect  on  the  bereaved, 
something  that  cannot  be  replaced  with 
an  inexpensive  casket,  no  flowers,  or  a 
church  service.  v.  Kosec 

Price,  Utah 

Pastor  offers  booklet 
on  death  and  funerals 
To  the  Editor: 

I  read  your  article  in  the  TM/  UMR  on 
“Have  you  made  plans  for  your  funeral 
service?”  and  thought  you  might  be 
interested  in  a  brochure  that  I’ve  written 
for  our  congregation  and  that  we  give  to 
our  members. 

I’m  impressed  with  the  newspaper  and 
appreciate  the  direction  that  you’re 
taking  it.  John  ^  Zimmer  . 

Fullerton,  California 
EDITOR’S  NOTE:  We  have  read  Mr. 

Zimmer’s  booklet  "A  Christian  Looks  at 
^Death  and  Funerals— A  Word  from  a 
Minister.”  It  is  concise,  but  deals  with  all 
the  major  questions.  We  commend  it  to 
those  who’d  like  the  benefit  of  another 
Christian’s  view  on  the  subject  of  funeral 
planning.  Copies  may  be  secured  for  a 
25c  postage  and  handling  charge  from 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  114  North 
Pomona  Avenue,  Fullerton,  California 
92632. 

Reader  takes  issue  with 
‘closed  casket' suggestion 
To  the  Editor: 

Having  read  your  article  headlined, 

“Have  you  made  plans  for  your  funeral 
service?”,  I  must  say  that  I  believe  I 
understand  and  agree  with  your  general 
trend  of  thought,  but  on  one  point,  I  must 
take  issue. 

Though  I  wholeheartedly  agree  that  a 
Christian  funeral  service  should  reflect 
the  joyous  and  hopeful  faith  we  have  in 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  that  the  real 
soul  and  personality  of  the  deceased  no 
longer  reside  in  the  body,  I  do  not  believe 
that  to  let  the  casket  remain  open  during 
the  service  in  any  way  indicates  a  lack  of 
this  faith. 

We  lost  our  precious  thirteen-year-old 
son  in  a  December  shotgun  accident,  and 
it  was  our  decision  to  keep  the  casket 
open  until  the  very  last  moment  of 
parting.  Our  reasoning  was  that  this 

precious  little  boy  had  been  the  Temple  _ _ 

oftheLonLihatitwas-giventousOuroT  could  find* them.  One  inconsideration  is 


Point  four  in  ^our  article  asked  that 
flowers  not  be  sent.  This  was  also  her 
request  and  the  result  was  that  thru 
contributions  in  her  name,  this  small 
church  was  able  to  hire  a  youth  minister 
and  pay  his  salary  for  the  first  year  for 
the  first  time  in  its  history. 

From  this  experience  of  sorrow  for  us 
who  were  left  here,  but  joy  for  the  one 
gone  on  ahead,  I  feel  that  we  all  have 
grown  in  our  understanding  of  the  great 
promises  of  our  Lord,  made  to  us  and 
demonstrated  by  the  resurrection  of  His 
Son— Jesus  Christ. 

Not  long  before  she  died,  Nancy  told 
me  that  though  she  deeply  regretted 
leaving  her  family,  that  what  was  in 
store  for  her  could  be  nothing  but 
thrilling.  That  is  indeed  comfort  for  a 
grieving  family. 

Thank  you  for  this  opportunity  of 
sharing.  Jacqueline  D.  Fisk 

Dallas,  Texas 

Late  husband  left  service; 

it  was  a  tremendous  help 

To  the  Editor: 

I  read  your  article  with  interest, 
plane  accident  took  the  life  of 
husband,  the  Rev.  Kenneth  Pope,  and  our 
congregation’s  lay  leader,  Ron  Beckett, 
and  his  wife  and  one  daughter,  last  June 
29,  1974. 

I  knew  that  Ken  had  written  and 
preached  his  own  memorial  service 
twice,  and  that  all  I  had.  to  do  was  look  in 
the  file  and  I’d  find  it.  However,  I  was  not 
aware  that  he’d  put  a  handwritten  note 
on  the  front  of  it,  for  me,  saying  that  this 
was  indeed  the  service  he  would  like  me 
to  use  for  him.  He  was  a  teacher  who 
wanted  persons  to  celebrate  life,  to  know 
the  God  of  love,  the  Creator  who  not  only 
gives  us  a  beautiful  place  to  live  in,  but 
through  his  son  Jesus,  assures  us  of  the 
beautiful  place  prepared  for  us. 

Part  of  his  penned  note  suggested  that 
he  would  prefer  a  memorial  service 
AFTER  a  private  graveside,  as  the 
worship  service  can  be  a  comfort  and 
strength  to  the  family.  The  more  com¬ 
mon  funeral  followed  by  public  burial 
leaves  the  family  empty.  We  altered  the 
bulletin  only  slightly,  omitting  the  parish 
notices  and  adding  the  Beckett’s 
obituary. 

Maxine’s  body  was  picked  up  the  same 
day;  Ron  was  not  found  until  July  20; 
Ruthie  came  in  July  27.  And  to  date, 
neither  the  plane  nor  Kenneth  has  been 
found.  This  is  strange,  as  the  plane  went 
down  in  sight  of  land  (less  than  a  mile) 
and  in  fairly  shallow  water. 

I  can  witness  to  the  fact  that  life  is 
tough  enough  with  the  loss  of  a  loved  one, 
and  the  gift  of  having  the  service  all 
done,  his  wishes  known,  was  a  tremen¬ 
dous  help.  It  was  also  a  help  that  I  had  a 
list  of  all  the  contents  of  his  wallet;  in¬ 
surance  papers  were  paid  up;  files  of 
children’s  birth  certificates,  service 
discharge  papers^  etc.  wer e_-Where__ I 


Now.  that’s 
Ecumenism! " 


what  I  call  real 


love  from  our  dear  Lord  to  love  in  return, 
to  cherish  and  to  protect,  and  that  one 
day  that  body  will  be  resurrected  in  the 
great  day  of  the  coming  of  our  Lord! 
Simply  because  we  believed  with  all  our 
hearts  that  our  son  was  alive  with  God, 
and  that  we  would  one  day  be  rejoined 
with  him  at  Christ’s  coming  did  not  mean 
that  this  little  earthly  frame  was  any  less 
sacred  to  us  now.  It  would  have  been 
unthinkable  to  have  denied  ourselves  one 
precious  second  with  our  son’s  body.  We, 
therefore,  chose  to  keep  that  part  of  him 
within  our  sight  as  long  as  possible. 
There  would  be  days  and  years  enough 
for  us  to  be  separated,  and  I  certainly  do 
not  believe  that  this  decision  could  have 
reflected  our  lack  of  faith  that  our  boy 
was  in  Christ’s  hands.  It  simply  meant 
that  we  loved  our  son,  body  and  soul,  with 
all  our  hearts... with  a  love  that  was 
placed  there  by  God. 

I  praise  God  that  my  son  was  a  bap¬ 
tized  believer  in  Jesus  Christ,  and  we  are 
therefore  confident  of  his  place  in 
eternity  with  Christ.  I  thank  God  that  His 
Presence  was  with  us  throughout  our 
ordeal.  My  constant  prayer  was  that  He 
might  be  glorified  in  our  walk  through 
the  valley  of  the  shadow. 

To  assume  that  paying  loving  respect 
to  the  body  of  the  loved  one  always  in¬ 
dicates  “gawking  at  a  corpse”  I  find 
distasteful.  I  think  you  would  agree  that 
there  are  no  pat  answers  as  to  the 
"proper”  procedure  in  the  events 
surrounding  death,  and  that  there  are 
several  schools  of  thought  on  what 
constitutes  reverent  respect  in  the  name 
of  our  Lord.  They  may  all  signify  and 


that  I  am  having  some  difficulty  ob¬ 
taining  a  death  certificate,  as  the  coroner' 
is  waiting  to  see  if  the  body  won’t  show 
up.  Without  it,  insurance  companies 
don’t  want  to  process,  etc.  That  detail 
will  clear  up  eventually.  More  important 
is  the  legacy  Ken  left  of  loving  concerned 
Christians. 

A  copy  of  his  sermon  is  available  on 
request  for  those  who  desire  to  have  one 
from  The  United  Methodist  Church,  2550 
Linden  Street,  Atwater,  California,  95301. 
Please  send  a  stamped,  self-addressed 
envelope  with  the  request. 

Kathleen  Pope 
Atwater,  California 

Aro,  I’ve  made  no  plans 

To  the  Editor: 

I  continue  to  be  amazed  at  some  of  the 
articles  which  appear  in  TM/  UMR.  In 
particular,  at  this  time  I  refer  to  “Have 
you  made  plans  for  your  funeral  ser¬ 
vice?”  My  answer  is  “No,  frankly,  I  have 
not,  nor  would  I  impose  such  a  ‘last  word’ 
on  those  remaining  members  of  my  dear 
family.” 

My  only  request,  or  suggestion,  would 
be  “make  it  as  easy  and  inexpensive  as 
possible.”  I  won’t  be  there,  and  it  won’t 
matter  to  me.  I’ve  had  a  good,  long 
lifetime  in  which  to  preach  my 
funeral....” 

I  surely  don’t  want  to  participate  in  my 
funeral.  I’ll  be  very  busy  listening  to 
those  golden  'bells  and  walking  those 
pearly  streets. 

Mrs.  Stanley  Barnett 
Knoxville,  Tennessee 
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President  resigns 


WASHINGTON,  D.C.  —  A  tired  and 
defeated  Richard  M.  Nixon  made  history 
last  week  when  he  became  the  first 
president  to  resign  the  highest  office  in 
the  U.  S.  The  resignation  drew  swift 
response  and  pleas  for  prayer  from 
United  Methodist  leaders  and  catapulted 
the  relatively  unknown  Gerald  R.  Ford 
jntfiihejwesidency  [-see  related  stories]. 

RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 

President 
Ford  asks 
for  prayer 

WASHINGTON,  D  C.  (RNS)  Ac¬ 
knowledging  that  he  had  not  been 
elected  by  ballot,  Gerald  R.  Ford  asked 
the  American  people  to  confirm  him  as 
President  “by  your  prayers.” 

The  38th  President  made  the  appeal 
after  he  was  sworn-in  as  successor  to 
Richard  M.  Nixon  by  Chief  Justice 
Warren  Burger. 

Mr.  Ford  pledged  an  Administration 
based  on  truth,  and  he  prayed  that  the 
“higher  power”  whose  nature  is  love, 
justice  and  mercy  will  “purge  our 
hearts  of  suspicion  and  hate.” 

The  new  Chief  Executive  asked  for  the 
nation’s  prayers  for  himself  as  he  takes 
the  burdens  of  the  Presidency  and  for 
prayers  for  Mr.  Nixon  and  his  family. 
“May  our  former  President  who  brought 
peace  to  millions  find  it  for  himself,”  he 
said. 

In  his  talk  following  the  brief 
ceremony,  the  new  President  said  he  will 
always  “do  what  is  right  as  God  gives  me 
to  see  the  right.” 

He  pledged  an  “uninterrupted  and 
sincere'  dearth  for  peace”  and  declared 
that  “truth  is  the  glue  that  holds 
government  together/’ 

Mrs.  Ford,  the  former  Elizabeth 
Bloomer,  stood  with  her  husband  as  Chief 
Justice  Burger  administered  the  oath  of 
office.  The  couple’s  four  children  were  in 
the  audience. 

Mr.  Ford’s  references  to  God  and  the 
strength  of  prayer  were  not  unexpected. 
The  new  President  is  a  man  who  makes 
no  secret  of  his  personal  faith;  at  the 
same  time,  friends  say,  he  never  “wears 
his  religion  on  his  sleeve.” 

The  Ford  family  is  known  in 
Washington  and  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  its 
home  town,  for  its  simple,  religious  life. 

In  religion  as  in  politics,  Mr.  Ford,  an 
Episcopal  layman,  tends  to  be  con¬ 
servative.  He  is  a  traditionalist  with 
strong  commitment  to  the  family, 
patriotism  and  hard  work. 

But  the  38th  President  is  also  con¬ 
sidered  a  man  who  listens  to  people  with 
other  points  of  view  and  treats  his  op¬ 
ponents  with  respect. 

The  61-year-old  former  Michigan 
congressman  was  named  last  year  to 
replace  Vice  President  Spiro  T.  Agnew. 
He  became  the  first  person  in  U.S. 
history  to  achieve  the  Presidency 
through  the  resignation  of  his 
predecessor. 

As  a  congressman  and  as  Vice 
-President,  "Mr:  Ford  made  his  capital 
home  in  Alexandria,  Va.,  where  he  is  an 
active  member  of  Immanuel-on-the-Hill 
Episcopal  Church.  He  takes  part  in  a 
prayer  group  with  colleagues  in 
government,  and  evangelist  Billy 
Graham  is  a  friend  and  golfing  com¬ 
panion. 

Michael  Ford,  the  President’s  oldest 
son,  and  his  wife,  Gayle  Ann,  are  both 
divinity  students  at  Gordon-Conwell 
Theological  Seminary,  a  conservative 
evangelical  school  in  South  Hamilton, 
Mass. 

Serving  as  Vice  President  during  the 
difficult  months  in  which  the  Watergate 
crisis  reached  its  climax,  Mr.  Ford 
nonetheless  continued  to  speak  in 
positive  terms  about  the  nation  and  its 
future. 

“The  faith  of  our  fathers  is  alive  and 
well,”  he  told  a  Congressional  Prayer 
Breakfast  last  January,  “and  that  means 
that  our  society  is  and  will  continue  to  be 
well  and  alive.” 

What  is  wrong  with  America,  he  said  at 
a  National  Conference  of  Christians  and 
Jews  meeting,  also  in  June,  is  “negative 
thinking”  preached  by  “prophets  of 
gloom  and  doom.” 

In  the  new  President’s  opinion, 
voluntary  prayer  in  public  classrooms 
does  not  violate  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  Ford  has  spoken  enthusiastically 
of  the  “Jesus  Movement.”  He  said 
earlier  this  year  that  the  resurgence  of 
religion  among  young  people  reflects  a 
commitment  to  “those  basic  truths  in 
which  we  all  believe  and  which  underlie 
our  system  —  the  eternal  truths  of 
religion.” 


Pray  for  president,  nation 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Religious  leaders  react  to  resignation 


Combined  From  Newsservices 

The  reaction  of  the  world’s  religious 
community  to  last  week’s  resignation  by 
President  Richard  M.  Nixon  was  swift 
and  anxious,  with  leaders  from  virtually 
every  communion  —  including  the  United 
Methodist  —  calling  for  prayers  for  both 
the  former  President  and  his  successor. 

Nixon  stepped  down  from  the  nation’s 
highest  office  late  last  week  after 
mounting  evidence  in  the  Watergate 
affair  seemed  to  be  pointing  to  a  close 
involvement  on  his  part  in  the  scandal. 

“I  feel  sorry  for  President  Nixon  and 
his  family,”  said  evangelist  Billy 
Graham,  a  long-time  friend  of  Nixon . 

Mr.  Graham  said  that  the  events  of  the 
past  week  indicate  that  “we  need  to  turn 
to  God  in  a  fresh  way.  As  a  nation,  we 
have  abandoned  God  and  sought  to  run 
our  affairs  without  regard  to  his  law.  We 
are  now  reaping  the  bitter  fruit  of  this. 

In  West  Berlin,  where  religious  leaders 


are  gathered  for  the  Central  Committee 
meeting  of  the  World  Council  of  Church¬ 
es,  a  group  of  American  church- 
persons  issued  a  statement  expressing 
“profound  concern”  over  “political 
developments  of  the  recent  past  in 
Washington,”  and  called  on  “Americans 
of  whatever  political  persuasion”  to 
“join  in  prayers  for  blessing  on  President 
Gerald  Ford.” 

Among  United  Methodist  leaders 
signing  the  document  were  Dr.  J.  Robert 
Nelson,  dean  of  the  Boston  University 
School  of  Theology  and  Bishops  James  K. 
Matthews,  Ralph  T.  Alton  and  Roy  C. 
Nichols. 

Among  United  Methodist  leaders 
issuing  detailed  statements  on  the 
resignation  were  Mrs.  C.  Clifford 
Cummings,  president,  United  Methodist 
Women;  Bishop  Ralph  W.  Ward, 
president-designate  of  the  Council  of 
Bishops,  Bishop  Paul  Washburn,  presi¬ 


dent,  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

The  texts  of  their  statements  follow: 

Bishop  Ward: 

“The  people  called  United  Ptfpthodists. 
in  this  critical  hour  of  history,  as 
Americans  of  every  religious  faith,  are 
ready  to  sqt  aside  political  partisanship 
and  support  in  their  prayers  and  their 
services  the  new  administration  under 
President  Gerald  Ford. 

“The  crimes  and  allegations  of 
Watergate  are  not  resolved  by  the 
resignation  of  Richard  Nixon.  It  can  be 
hoped  that  their  resolution  will  now  shift 
from  the  arena  of  politics  to  the  due 
process  of  law  which  is  the  foundation  of 
the  American  constitutional  system.  In 
the  ultimate  resolution  of  the  charges 
against  Mr.  Nixon,  religious  persons  of 
all  persuasions  will  desire  that  he  be 
treated  with  justice  and  fairness  as 
related  to  all  of  the  facts,  ever  keeping  in 
mind  that  all  persons  are  equal  before 


Evangelicals  attack  4 pluralism 9 

Good  News  meet  focuses  on  UM  Church’s  doctrine,  curriculum 


By  CLYDE  CHESNUTT 
Staff  Writer 

LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  -  Meeting  in  the 
state  made  famous  by  Colonel  Sanders 
fried  chicken  and  in  the  very  city  which 
hosts  the  Kentucky  Derby,  participate 
at  the  National  Conference  on 
Evangelical  Strategy  here  spurned  both 
those  pleasures  to  concentrate  on  three 
days  of  hard  planning,  August  6-8. 

In  a  hard-hitting  keynote  address, 
Good  News  founder  and  United 
Methodist  minister  Charles  Keysor 
called  for  a  “core  truth”  of  essential 
Christian  beliefs  to  replace  the  “doctrine 
of  pluralism”  contained  in  the  Doctrinal 
Statement  adopted  by  the  1972  General 
Conference  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church. 

Billed  as  a  “strategy”  rather  than  an 
"inspirational”  conference  sponsored  by 
the  Good  News  organization,  the  355 
registered  persons  worked  at  developing 
ways  of  influencing  the  United  Methodist 
Church  with  the  evangelical  viewpoint. 

High  on  the  evangelicals’  list  of 
priorities  were  church  school 
curriculum,  world  missions,  doctrine, 
colleges  and  seminaries,  women  in 
United  Methodism,  social  concerns  and 
General  Conference  legislation. 

Strategy  sessions  in  each  of  the  seven 
areas  were  held  in  the  afternoon 
following  morning  lectures  on  the  sub¬ 
jects.  Recommendations  were  then 
channeled  to  the  Good  News  Board  of 
Directors  which  in  a  post-conference 
meeting  August  9  endorsed  all  the 
proposals.  v 

uioln  his  opening  volley,  Mr.  Keysor 
urged  the  strategy  group  on  doctrine  to 
examine  whether  the  Restrictive  Rules 
of  the  church  were  violated  in  the 
adoption  of  the  Doctrinal  Statement. 
(The  Restrictive  Rules  have  been  carried 
in  the  “Discipline”  since  1784  and  forbid 
the  alteration  of  the  church’s  doctrine  as 
outlined  in  the  Articles  of  Relgion, 
Welsey’s  sermons  and  Wesley’s  Notes  on 
the  New  Testament.) 

Mr.  Keysor  suggested  the  doctrinal 
issue  might  be  placed  before  the  Judicial 
Council  —  United  Methodism’s  supreme 
court. 

In  a  later  press  conference,  Mr.  Keysor 
stated  he  felt  the  General  Conference 
delegates  who  voted  925  to  17  for  the 
Doctrinal  Statement  were  unconcerned 


with  theological  matters.  He  judged  this 
by  the  amount  of  time  they  devoted  to 
considering  and  debating  the  document 
on  the  floor  of  the  conference  compared 
to  the  time  spent  on  other  matters. 

Calling  itself  the  “forum  for  scriptural 
•  Christianity  within  the  United  Methodist 
Church,”  the  fifth  annual  Good  News 
conference  heard  the  resident  bishop  of 
the  Louisville  area,  Frank  L.  Robertson, 
welcome  them  to  the  city.  He  urged  them 
to  keep  their  “lover’s  quarrel”  with  the 
church  while  remaining  within  the 
membership. 

The  Thursday  evening  session  which 
had  been  set  aside  to  hear  reports  from 
the  strategy  groups  was  interrupted  as 
the  audience  watched  the  resignation 
statement  by  President  Nixon  on 
television  sets  brought  into  the  con¬ 
vention  center  especially  for  that 
moment.  In  the  hush  that  followed  the 
broadcast,  the  presiding  chairperson  led 
the  convention  in  prayer  for  the  nation, 
President  Nixon  and  the  new  president, 
Gerald  R.  Ford. 

At  the  report  session,  one  strategy 
group  proposed  that  Good  News  bring  100 
persons  to  the  1976  General  Conference  to 
emphasize  evangelical  views.  The 
caucus  would  seek  to  influence 
legislation  on  the  two  top  issues  which 
head  the  evangelicals’  list:  homosexu¬ 
ality  and  doctrine. 

Another  strategy  group  urged  par¬ 
ticipants  to  study  carefully  the  social 
concerns  statement  drawn  by  55 
evangelicals  in  Chicago  last  Thanks¬ 
giving.  And  a  third  strategy  group*' 
proposed  that  the  church  turn  over  the 
facilities  of  one  of  its  seminaries  for  use 
as  a  United  Methodist  evangelical 
seminary. 

United  Methodist  church  school 
curriculum  received  a  vote  of  no  con¬ 
fidence,  judging  by  the  applause- 
interrupted  address  of  the  Rev.  Riley 
Case,  a  United  Methodist  pastor  in  Union 
City,  Ind.  Speaking  on  “The  Faith 
According  to  Nashville,”  the  young 
minister  argued  that  the  religious 
education  establishment  (symbolized  by 
Nashville)  has  been  “dominated  by  one 
point  of  view  —  one  style,  one  method, 
one  philosophy,  one  theology  —  that  of. 
ecumenical  liberalism.” 

Taking  the  confirmation  resource  for 


Good  News  grievances 
with  church  outlined 


junior  highs,  "Discipleship,”  he  pointed 
out  its  omissions  and  inaccuracies  from 
the  evangelical  viewpoint,  and  then 
concluded  that  the  “official  material  (of 
the  church)  presents  a  view  of  faith  that 
is  foreign  to  what  we  understand  that 
faith  to  be.”  The  audience  gave  him  a 
standing  ovation  as  he  finished. 

The  strategy  group  on  church  school 
curriculum  recommended  that  Good 
News  pull  together  a  team  of  evangelical 
writers  for  United  Methodist  materials. 
They  also  urged  them  to  confront  the 
Program  Curriculum  Committee  of  the 
church,  the  policy-making  body  for  all 
curriculum,  with  evangelical  concerns. 
The  Board  of  Directors  voted  to  request 
such  a  meeting  irtimediately. 

Zeroing  in  on  another  long-time  issue  for 
evangelicals  —  world  missions  —  was 
Dr.  J.  T.  Seamands,  professor  of 
Christian  Missions  at  Asbury  Theological 
Seminary.  Citing  the  tension  areas  in  the 
field  of  missions,  he  cautioned 
evangelicals  in  their  zeal  not  to  forget  the 
integrity,  independence  and  growing 
maturity  of  younger  churches  across  the 
sea.  He  further* *  emphasized  that  there 
were  mission  demands  at  home  as  well 
abroad. 

He  claimed  that  if  the  Christian  con¬ 
centrates  on  needs  at  home  to  the  ex¬ 
clusion  of  those  abroad,  he  is  short¬ 
sighted;  if  he  centers  on  needs  abroad 
and  forgets  those  at  home,  he  is  far¬ 
sighted.  “The  Christian  must  have  20-20 
vision,”  the  former  missionary  said. 

Dr.  Seamands  acknowledged  with 
pleasure  that  evangelical  conversations 
through  the  Evangelical  Missions 
Council  with  the  church’s  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  were  moving  faster 
than  he  had  expected.  The  EMC  was 
formed  in  Dallas  last  February  around 
the  primary  concern  of  the  declining 
overseas  missionary  force  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

Previous  Good  News  conferences  have 
attracted  upwards  of  2,000  persons.  This 
year  officials  decided  to  call  for  a 
smaller  group  who  would  be  willing  to 
develop  plans  for  making  an  evangelical 
impact  on  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

As  the  weary  participants  headed 
home  after  long  hours  of  strategizing, 
praying  and  singing,  officials  felt 
reassured  that,  indeed,  the  church  would 
know  it  must  deal  with  a  growing 
minority  within  its  fellowship  —  United 
Methodist  evangelicals. 


the  law. 

“The  hour  calls  for  a  deep  soul- 
searching  on  the  part  of  all  Americans. 
At  every  level  of  our  life  there  has  been 
tooj/piuch  self-seeking  and  over-eager¬ 
ness  to  cover  our  own  faults  while 
pointing  up  the  errors  of  others  and  the 
great  readiness  to  believing  that  winning 
is  everything.  We  are  called  to  a  new  day, 
a  new  quality  of  personal  example,  and  a 
new  citizenship  which  recognizes  the 
authority  of  the  moral  order  which  under 
the  providence  of  God  give  promise  of  an 
enduring  nation. 

Bishop  Washburn: 

“Mr.  Nixon’s  resignation  surely 
strains  the  convictions  and  emotions,  not 
only  of  America’s  people  but  also  of  the 
world’s  people.  On  the  one  hand  there  is 
gratitude  that  our  government,  through 
its  three  branches,  seems  to  be 
weathering  the  storm  ;  on  the  other  hand 
there  is  sadness  that  a  President  could 
become  so  embroiled  in  political 
maneuvering  and  elitism  as  to  misread 
and  to  mismanage  high  trust  placed  in 
him  by  the  people.  It  is  always  tragic 
when  a  person’s  basic  ambitions  deny 
that  person  the  wisdom  to  move  toward 
greatness  through  servanthood. 

Mr.  Nixon’s  pentience,  when  ex¬ 
pressed,  must  be  met  by  Christians  with 
forgiveness,  and  I  believe  it  will  be. 
Surely  those  who  hold  up  Christ  will 
behave  in  ways  more  merciful  than  those 
who  seek  the  pound  of  flesh  in  political 
arenas. 

“This  is  a  time  for  all  of  us  to  ask  again 


about  in  whom  we  put  our  trust.  Do  we 
really  trust  a  God  of  justice  and  mercy? 
If  we  do,  how  do  we  translate  that  trust 
into  our  interpersonal  and  intersocietal 
relationships? 

“It  is  time  for  all  of  us  to  make  full 
expression  of  high  faith  through  prac¬ 
tical,  just  and  merciful  acts. 

“Citizens  of  this  country  will,  in  the 
long  run,  when  the  storm  has  subsided, 
be  able  to  remember  Mr.  Nixon  for 
opening  detente  with  Russia  and  com¬ 
munications  with  China  and  for  bringing 
American  troops  home  from  Vietnam. 

Mrs.  Cummings:. 

“Ibis  is  a  solemn  and  historic  moment 
in  the  life  of  our  country.  The  resignation 
of  the  President  has  come  as  a  result  of 
orderly  processes  of  government 
provided  by  the  Constitution,  which  has 
been  tested  by  the  events  of  these  past 
months  and  have  been  found  to  work. 

“The  recognition  that  our  system  does 
indeed  work,  that  we  have  a  government 
of  laws,  has  been  responsibly  illustrated 
by  the  hard  work  of  the  legislative  and 
judicial  branches. 

“We  are  struck  by  the  personal 
dimensions  of  the  tragedy  which 
surrounds  the  families  of  the  President 
and  his  assocites.  Now  it  is  time  for  the 
orderly  transition  of  power  to  go  into 
effect.  We  affirm  again  the  importance  of 
people  participating  in  their  own 
government  and  calling  government  to 
accountability  We  join  with  others  in 
prayer  for  unity  in  the  days  ahead. 


Korean  church  leaders 
hit  Park  government 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  In  an  un¬ 
precedented  move,  ten  top  Protestant 
leaders  of  South  Korea  have  drafted  a 
joint  statement  demanding  the 
restoration  of  democracy  in  their 
country. 

The  group  said  that  students  as  well  as 
Christian  clergy  and  laity  arrested  for 
criticizing  the  government  must  be 
pardoned  by  August  15,  the  anniversary 
of  Korean  independence  from  Japan,  so 
they  can  serve  their  country  as  patriotic 
citizens. 

Some  of  the  men  signing  the  document 
have  not  before  publicly  criticized 
President  Park  Chung  Hee,  who  has  in 
recent  months  cracked  down  on  student 
and  Christian  dissidents.  The  protest  of 
the  churchmen  is  illegal  under  special 
decrees  imposed  in  January. 

A  summary  of  the  statement,  which 
will  be  presented  to  President  Park  when 
and  if  an  audience  can  be  arr&rtged,  was 
received  here  by  the  Rev.  Edwin  M. 
Luidens,  staff  head  of  the  fca&t  Asia 
Working  Group  of  the  U.S.  National 
Council  of  Churches. 

Among  the  signers  are  Methodist 
Bishop  Yun  Chang  Duk;  the  Rev.  Chi 
Dong  Shik,  president  of  the  Korean 
Evangelical  Church  and  the  Rev.  Uyu  Ho 
Joon,  Moderator  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Korea. 

In  light  of  public  opinion  in  South  Korea 
and  in  the  international  community,  the 
statement  said,  the  emergency  decrees 
against  dissidents  must  be  withdrawn 
and  democracy  restored. 

Last  January,  President  Park  imposed 
stiff  penalties  against  any  persons 
criticizing  his  regime,  which  operates 
under  a  constitution  dictated  in  1972  by 
the  president. 

Numerous  students,  professors  and 


clergymen  have  been  tried  under  the 
decrees.  On  August  1,  Catholic  Bishop 
Daniel  Tji  Hak  Soun  of  Won  Ju  went  on 
trial  on  charges  of  plotting  to  overthrow 
the  government. 

The  10  Protestant  leaders  said  that 
when  democracy  is  restored  and  political 
prisoners,  are  released  their  Churches 
will  cooperate  in  bringing  closer 
realtions  with  friends  and  allies  of  South 
Korea. 

The  government  has  argued  that 
repressive  measures  are  needed  to 
improve  South  Korea’s  economic  con¬ 
dition  and  assure  its  role  in  world  trade. 

In  an  earlier  development, 
representatives  of  the  National  Council 
of  Churches  (NCC)  —  including  United 
Methodist  laywoman  Peggy  Billings  — 
told  a  Congressional  hearing  in 
Washington  that  South  Korea  has  “one  of 
the  most  repressive  and  authoritarian 
governments  of  our  time,”  adding  that 
“the  American  government  stands 
condemned  by  both  Western  and  Korean 
democratic  traditions  if  it  continues  to 
give  its  active  support  to  that 
repression.” 

In  addition  to  being  a  member  of  NCC’s 
governing  board  Miss  Billings  is 
associate  general  secretary  in  the 
Women’s  Division  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries.  She  appeared  along  with  NCC 
president  Dr.  W.  Sterling  Cary  at 
hearings  held  jointly  by  two  sub¬ 
committees  —  on  Asia  and  on  Inter¬ 
national  Organizations  and  Movements 
—  of  the  House  Foreign  Affairs  Com¬ 
mittee. 


the  church  today 


EYE  PROBLEMS? 

Gentle  LAVOPTIK  Medicinal  Eye  Wash  floats 
out  dust  and  irritants.  Relieves  burning  and 
itching.  Soothes  away  redness.  Solve  the  prob¬ 
lem  of  sore,  tired,  dull  eyes.  Ask  for  genuine 
LAVOPTIK  Medicinal  Eye  Wash  with  eye  cup 
included  at  your  druggist.  Satisfaction  guaran- 


LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  —  “Good  News  was 
started  by  angry  evangelicals  who 
believed  they  had  been  kicked  by  the 
church,”  said  the  Rev.  Paul  Morrell, 
chairperson  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of 
the  evangelical  group  called  Good  News. 

In  an  interview  with  TM/  UMR  here  at 
their  fifth  annual  conference,  Mr. 
Morrell  talked  freely  about  the  goals, 
purposes  and  hopes  he  had  for  the  group. 

“I  wac  attracted  to  Good  News,”  he 
said,  “because  I  was  convinced  the 
United  Methodist  Church  in  general  was 
not  consistently  proclaiming  a  God  who 
is  supernatural.  I  needed  to  get  with 
people  of  my  persuasion  and  holler  a 
little  to  let  other  people  know  we  were 
here.” 

And  holler  they  have!  Since  1966  when 
the  Rev.  Charles  Keysor  First  published 
his  article  “Methodism’s  Silent 
Minority”  in  which  he  called  the  church 
back  to  the  five  main  points  of  orthodoxy 
—  inspired  scripture,  the  virgin  birth  of 
Jesus,  the  diety  of  Christ,  substitutionary 
atonement  and  the  second  coming  of 
Christ  —  the  minority  has  not  remained 
silent. 

Because  they  hollered,  Good  News  held 
the  conservative  and  the  charismatic 
within  the  United  Methodist  Church, 
claims  Mr.  Morrell.  ‘The  strongly 
biblical  Christian  has  not  had  to  go  to 
another  denomination,”  said  the  pastor 
of  Tyler  Street  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Dallas,  Tx.,  a  church  which  boasts  a 
church  school  attendance  regularly 
reaching  1000  persons  each  Sunday. 

Among  the  achievements  credited  to 
Good  News,  he  cited  the  “improvement 
in  church  school  literature  from  the 
evangelical  viewpoint,  although  it  still 
has  a  long  way  to  go.”  He  also  noted  that 
the  evangelicals  had  brought  into  the 
open  a  growing  dissatisfaction  among 
many  churchpeople  with  the  policies  on 
world  missions  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries.  “This  debate  can’t  help  but  be 
good  for  the  church,”  he  remarked. 


As  he  looked  at  the  year  ahead,  the 
board  chairperson  thought  Good  news 
would  devote  a  major  effort  to  define 
what  a  United  Methodist  evangelical 
believes.  “That  confessional  statement 
of  belief  could  become  a  clarion  call  to 
pastor  and  laypersons  across  the  church 
that  this  is  where  a  large  group  of  us 
stand,”  he  said. 

Asked  why  many  evangelicals  are 
dissatisfied  with  the  Doctrinal  Statement 
of  the  church  adopted  at  the  1972  General 
Conference,  Mr.  Morrell  said  that  the 
pluralism  allowed  in  doctrine  was 
“practically  an  invitation  for  a  believer 
to  pick  and  choose  what  he  pleased.” 

Many  evangelicals  feel  the  church  does 
not  really  submit  to  the  authority  of  the 
Bible.  “The  possibility  of  permitting 
homosexual  ministers  is  an  example,”  he 
explained. 

“The  Bible  clearly  teaches  that  male 
and  female  are  created  for  each  other 
sexually  and  that  homosexuality  is  a 
sin,”  he  said.  “If  the  church  permits  an 
unrepentant  homosexual  into  its  or¬ 
dained  ministry,  the  church  is  creating  a 
non-scriptural  ministry. 

“That  does  not  mean,”  he  continued, 
“the  church  cannot  minister  to  them  with 
compassion.  But  it  does  mean  that 
homosexuality  goes  against  God’s  word 
and  the  homosexual  must  learn  to 
redirect  himself  with  Christ’s  power.” 

Mr.  Morrell  admitted  that  evangelicals 
might  have  come  a  bit  late  to  an 
awareness  and  involvement  in  social 
concerns,  but  he  contended  there  was  no 
conflict  between  the  two  with  the  serious 
evangelical.  However,  he  expressed  no 
use  for  the  “social  gospel  unless  it  is 
perm  ia ted  by  the  personal  gospel  that 
presents  Christ.” 

How  does  Good  News  fit  into  the  total 
picture  of  the  United  Methodist  Church? 

“We  are  a  necessary  corrective  to  the 
church.  Wise  men  and  discerning  leaders 
will  always  want  correctives,”  Mr. 
Morrell  concluded. 


Consultation  to  mark  publication 
of  Wesley  writings 

MADISON,  N.J.  (RNS)  —  An  ecumeni¬ 
cal  consultation  on  “The  Place  of  Wesley 
in  the  Christian  Tradition”  will  be  held  at 
Drew  University  here  Oct.  to  mark 
publication  of  the  first  volume  of  a  33- 
volume  series  of  the  writings  of  the 
founder  of  Methodism. 

Speakers  will  include  United  Methodist 
Bishop  James  K.  Mathews  of  Washing¬ 
ton,  D.C.,  and  Dr.  Albert  C.  Outler  of  the 
Perkins  School  of  Theology. 

Baton  Rouge  First  Church  gets 
hew  pastor 

BATON  ROUGE,  La.— Dr.  J.  Woodrow 
Hearn  will  become  pastor  of  the  4,000 
member  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Baton  Rouge,  La.,  September  1,  suc¬ 
ceeding  Dr.  Dana  Dawson,  Jr.,  who  will 
become  pastor  emeritus.  Dr.  Dawson 
was  the  church’s  chief  pastor  for  20 
years. 

Dr.  Hearn  is  now  superintendent  of  the 
Lake  Charles  District  and  for  four  years 
was  the  director  of  the  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference  Council  on  Ministries.  He  was 
elected  in  1972  to  be  the  president  of  the 
National  Association  of  Conference 
Council  Directors. 

Bob  Robertson  to  receive 
honorary  doctorate 

DALLAS— Rev.  Robert  L.  Robertson, 
executive  director  of  the  United 
Methodist  Communications  Council 
serving  Texas  and  New  Mexico,  received 
an  honorary  Doctor  of  Divinity  degree 
from  Texas  Wesleyan  College  during  the 
school’s  summer  commencement  August 
16. 

A  1954  graduate  of  Texas  Wesleyan, 
Mr.  Robertson  was  cited  for  his  creative 
and  innovative  leadership  in  Christian 
journalism.  He  was  recently  elected  vice- 


president  of  the  United  Methodist 
Association  of  Communicators  and  has 
been  a  visiting  instructor  at  Texas 
Wesleyan  and  at  Southern  Methodist 
University. 
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ROYAL  ATHENIAN  CRUISE 

Sixth  successive  year 
Highlights 

•  "The  Journeys  of  Paul"  •  Israel  •  The  Holy  Land 

•  7  Churches  of  Asia  Minor  •  Colorful  Greek  Islands 

OCT.  24.  1974  23  DAYS 


Classified 

Rate:  25c  per  ward,  figure  or  Initial  per  in¬ 
sertion.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on 
contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  In  advance.  Minimum  charge  of  $6.25 
Service  charge  or  blind  ads  $1.00  per  Insertion 

WANTED:  v.noir  Director  and  Organise 
Please  call  (214)  352-9455.  St.  Luke's  United 
Methodist  Church. .  2406  Gilford  SL.  Dallas. 
Texas  75235. 

CHURCH  ORGANIST  NEEDED:  Salary 
negotiable.  Interviews  to  begin  Immediately. 
Experience  needed  on  new  Rogers  electronic 
organ.  Pleasant  Mound  UMC.  8301  Bruton  Rd.. 

S.E.  Dallas  75217. 

PREGNANT?  UNMARRIED?  Give  your  baby 
a  home  and  a  chance  at  life!  The  Methodist 
Mission  Home  In  San  Antonio  offers  a  com¬ 
plete,  confidential  service  on  your  problems. 

Good  living  situation,  warm  acceptance,  beat 
medical  care,  expert  counseling  and  con- 

WANTED:  Youth.  Education  and  Music 
Directors.  Beautiful  East  Texas  area  town  of 
5.000.  Church  of  675  members.  Salary 

tinuing  high  school  education.  Call  or  write: 

Rev.  Harold  Burk  hard  t.  6487  Whitby  Rd..  San 
Antonio.  Texas  78240.  Phone  (512)  696-2410. 

United  Methodist  Church.  Box  608,  Gilmer. 
Texas  75644. 

A  UNIQUE  OPPORTUNITY.  A  successful 

GONE  EPISCOPALIAN,  must  sell  my  hand¬ 
made  Moulin  Bros,  pulpit  robe  and  carry  or. 
Warn  only  three  times.  I’m  6’4’\  well-built. 
Cost  me  $140;  will  sell  for  $85.  Including 
shipping.  Box  367.  Golden  Gate  Seminary.  Mill 

of  America's  fastest  growing  religious  radio 
programs  In  your  area.  Exceptionally  good 
Income  potential.  If  Interested,  write, 
Methodist  Hour.  Box  77.  Orlando.  Florida 

33802. 

REFORMATION  HERITAGE  TOUR  to 
England.  France.  Germany.  Netherlands  with 
Bishop  and  Mrs  McFerrln  Stowe.  Nine  days 
beginning  April  7.  1975.  from  Dallas.  $649.  For 
brochure:  Bob  Sanders.  Box  793.  Winters. 
Texas  79567.  (915)-7S4-5213. 

,  AMERICAN  STAINED  GLASS  INSTITUTE: 

Basic  to  advanced  Sept.  1-14.  Advanced  to 
professional  Sept  15-29.  Room,  board  and 
|  tuition.  $494.  Workshop  at  fabulous  Ghost 

Ranch.  New  Mexico.  Very  few  vacancies  left. 

For  brochure,  write:  P.O.  Box  4605.  Santa  Fe. 

N.M.  87501,  or  phone  (505)  982-9981.  983-4825. 

CHARTld  S  •  TOURS  -  CRUISES  -  SPECIAL 
EVENTS  SPORTS.  Leaden  In  group 

values — worldwide.  Free  films,  brochures. 
Information,  reservations.  Transcontinental 
Travel.  4089  Westhelmer,  Houston.  Texas 
77027.  (71 3 1-626 -6300. 

HOMEPARENTS  NEEDED  for  child  care. 

These  are  full  time  poslUons  for  married 
couples  with  no  dependents.  In  addition  to 
salary,  we  provide  meals,  laundry  service, 
living  quarters  while  on  duty,  sick  leave-,  also 
Insurance  and  retirement  programs  are 

HOLY  LAND.  EGYPT,  TURKEY  —  Four 
days  Greek  Isles  Cruise.  17  days  from  Dallas. 

N.  Y..  October  5.  Pint  Class.  Call  or  write  for 
brochure:  Bess  Loudermllk,  3339  Milton. 
Dallas.  Texas  75205.  Phone  (214)  363-2692. 

available.  Applicants  must  be  non-smokers, 
non-drinkers,  high  school  graduate,  preferably, 
with  college  training.  These  positions  can 
provide  very  rewarding  experiences.  Please 
contact  the  personnel  Department.  Methodist 
Home.  1111  Herring  Ave.,  Waco,  Texas  76706. 
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Humor  hits  home 

‘Western  Theology’ takes 
satirical  look  at  church 


Bv  BILL  BUCHANAN 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

“Western  Theology"  will  probably 
never  find  bookshelf  space  beside  Karl 
Barth’s  “Dogmatics.’’ 

But  the  author  of  this  slim  volume  of 
pop  theology  would  probably  be  happy  if 
you  ditched  Billy  Graham’s  "World 
Aflame”  or  some  other  such  apocalyptic 
literature  to  make  room  in  your  library 
for  this  cartoon-illustrated  commentary 
on  the  church. 

Using  the  allegory  of  the  old  West, 
author  Wes  Seeliger  takes  a  hard, 
satirical  look  at  the  institutional  church 
and  finds  it  sadly  lacking  at  several 
turns.  It  needs  renewing,  he  contends. 

Now  If  you’re  one  of  those  folks  who 
have  had  a  painful  and  unproductive 
brush  with  some  professor’s  studied  and 
stuffy  "Systematic  Theology,"  Seeliger’s 
book  is  likely  to  be  right  up  your  alley. 

Likewise,  if  you’re  one  of  those 
professors  who  turns  out  studied  and 
stuffy  scholarship,  “Western  Theology” 
could  prove  highly  instructive. 

Bringing  a  light,  breezy  style  to  bear  on 
the  matter,  Wes  gets  his  points  across  in 
a  direct,  humorous,  uncomplicated 
fashion. 

Actually,  Mr.  Seeliger  —  an  Episcopal 
priest  based  in  Houston,  Tex.  —  has 
written  a  book  which  is  not  so  much 
theology  as  it  is  juxtaposition  of  the  two 
main  Protestant  views  of  the  church:  the 
safe,  secure  view  and  the  risk-taking, 
radical  view.  Mr.  Seeliger  comes  down 
highly  prejudiced  on  the  side  of  the 
latter. 

In  Wes’  scheme  of  things  the  tranquil, 
unexcitable  Bible-thumping  Christians 
who  turn  down  every  opportunity  to  get 


Wild  Red 


Involved  are  the  Settlers.  The  Pioneers 
are  the  Christians  who  are  always  out 
front,  getting  in  licks  for  Christ  on  the 
cutting  edge  of  change. 

It’s  a  clever  trick  and  Seeliger  pulls  it 
off  masterfully. 

From  the  church  to  the  dergyperson  to 
the  Holy  Spirit,  Wes  takes  the  main 
characters  and  concepts  of  the  Christian 
iaith  and  dresses  them  in  western  garb 
and  vocabulary,  presenting  first  the 
Settler  version  of  things  and  following  it 
•with  the  Pioneer  version. 

In  Settler  theology,  the  church  is  a 
tightly  shuttered  courthouse  whose 
“solid  oak  doors  are  kept  locked  except 
during  business  hours.” 

The  town's  mayor,  Alpha  0.  Mega 
(God,  in  Settler  jargon),  holds  forth  on 
the  top  floor  of  the  courthouse  and 
oversees  all  the  goings-on  in  Settler  City. 

The  mayor's  right  hand  man  is  the 
sheriff  (Jesus  Christ),  who  enforces  the 
laws  and  “saves  the  settlers  by  offering 
security." 

Taking  a  few  swipes  at  contemporary 
religious  figures  all  should  recognize, 
Wes  explains  that  the  sheriff  has  two 
deputies  to  assist  him:  Billy  James  and 
Dr.  Billy  G.  Kidd.  Billy  James  is  in 
charge  of  the  Courthouse  Committee  of 
■Un-settler  activities. 

Dr.  Kidd,  an  undercover  agent,  runs  a 
traveling  medicine  show,  handing  out  a 
“cure-all  tonic”  guaranteed  to  ease  the 
woes  and  aches  of  life. 

Occasionally  the  sheriff  has  to  get 
tough  and  threaten  to  send  cantankerous 
settlers  to  the  Mayor’s  anthill  (hell).  But 
usually,  he  finds,  the  soft-sell,  love  and 
kindness  approach  “melts  their  hearts” 


Miss  Dove 


and  wins  the  day. 

Completing  Settler  City’s  trinity  is  the 
Holy  Spirit  in  the  person  of  Miss  Dove, 
proprietoress  of  the  Olive  Branch  Saloon 
where  warm  milk  and  non-alcoholic 
whiskey  are  served.  Miss  Dove’s  main 
job  is  to  chirp  sweet  songs  designed  to 
bring  peace  and  tranquility  into  the 
hearts  of  the  settlers. 

Things  are  considerably  different  on 
the  trail.  The  church  is  a  wagon  train 
called  “Renewal  or  Bust.”  While  it  might 
be  a  bit  rough  looking  from  wear,  it’s 
always  ready  to  roll. 

The  wagon  train  is  under  the  direction 
of  the  Trail  Boss  (God)  whose  name  is  J. 
Hova.  Not  one  to  sequester  himself,  “Mr. 
J.  .  .  lives,  eats,  fights,  and  sleeps  with 
his  men." 

While  Mr.  J.  can  be  tough  when  he  has 
to,  he  always  brings  a  sense  of  humor  and 
understanding  to  the  situation:  “where 
he  goes  hope  for  a  new  future  is  born.” 

Mr.  J.’s  No.  1  trail  blazer  is  Josh  (Jesus 
Christ),  the  wagon  train’s  scout. 
Mounted  astride  Advent,  his  horse,  Josh 
symbolizes  the  courage  and  fearless 
character  required  to  be  a  pioneer. 

The  roudiest  member  of  the  wagon 
train  is  probably  Wild  Red  (Holy  Spirit), 
the  Buffalo  Hunter. 

Riding  his  half-tame  buffalo,  Pen¬ 
tecost,  Wild  Red  takes  delight  oc¬ 
casionally  in  leaving  the  Wagon  Train 
and  tearing  through  Settler  City,  up¬ 
setting  the  calm,  placid  existence 
therein. 

There  isn’t  much  he  can't  do,  explains 
Wes.  “He  can  shoot  the  eye  out  of  the  ace 
of  spades.  He  can  break  a  buffalo  without 
once  dusting  his  pants.  Tough?  An  eight- 
foot  diamond-back  once  bit  Old  Red. 
Nothing  could  be  done  to  save  the  snake. 
It  died." 

The  differences  between  the  city 
slicking  Settler  clergy  and  the  trail 
blazing  clergy  are  just  as  dramatic  as 
are  the  difference  in  their  concepts  of 
God. 

Wes  portrays  the  bishop  and  clergy  of 
Settler  City  as  the  bank  president  and 
teller,  respectively.  Their  main  jobs  are 
keeping  the  customers  satisfied  and 
keeping  the  money  coming  in. 

There  are  pitfalls  in  such  a  scheme: 
“The  safe  has  been  cracked  by  such 


The  Sheriff 


rogues  as  Black  Barth,  Two-Gun  Tillich, 
the  Niebuhr  Boys  .  . 

On  the  trail,  however,  the  bishop  is  the 
dishwasher,  “the  servant  of  the 
pioneers."  The  clergyman  is  the  cook, 
whose  job  it  is  “to  dish  up  the  meat 
provided  by  the  Buffalo  Hunter." 

But  the  real  difference  between 
pioneer  life  and  settler  life  comes  with 
the  rank  and  file  Christians  who  populate 
the  two  camps.  It’s  the  difference  bet¬ 
ween  a  day-dream  mentality  and  a  get- 
up-and-go  mentality. 

“The  settler  fears  the  open,  unknown 
frontier.  He  lives  for  the  last  roundup 
when  he  can  join  the  Settlers  Triumphant 
at  that  Great  Golden  Ranch  in  the  sky.” 

Not  so,  the  Pioneer, 

“A  man  of  risk  and  daring,  boundless 
curiosity,  and  wild  imagination,”  the 
Pioneer,  says  Wes,  “has  no  romantic 
dude  notions  about  life  on  the  trail.  Each 
day’s  travel  takes  him  farther  into  the 
unknown.  Wagons  get  stuck.  Pioneers 
squabble.  No,  Pioneer  life  is  not  for  the 
guy  who  wants  cheap  thrills.” 

In  Settler  City  people,  though 
congenial,  have  very  little  to  do  with  each 
other  —  it’s  safer  that  way.  But  on  the 
trail  everyone  has  to  pull  together  in  the 
same  harness  —  survival  demands  it. 

Wes  continues: 

“Settlers  are  not  all  alike,  though  they 
do  have  one  thing  in  common  —  they  ain’t 
goin’  no  place.” 

Pioneers  aren’t  all  alike  either,  he 
says:  “But  they  are  held  together  by  a 
common  vision,  a  common  task,  and, 
when  necessary,  a  little  buckshot  from 
the  Buffalo  Hunter’s  sawed-off  shotgun. 
Conformity,  no!  Unity  of  purpose,  yes! 

“The  Pioneer  spirit  is  a  driving  force 
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on  the  Wagon  train.  It’s  hard  to  describe, 
but  Pioneer  spirit  is  a  mixture  of 
humility,  gratitude,  compassion, 
freedom,  and,  most  important,  joy.” 

Now  if  you  feel  offended  by  any  of  this, 
that’s  okay  by  Wes’  calculation.  He  didn’t 
set  out  to  pat  you  on  the  back. 

But  if  you  fail  to  see  hope  for  the  church 
in  all  this,  he  would  probably  counter 
with  distress  at  your  vision  —  the  vision 
of  a  new  day  for  the  Christian  church. 

“The  settler  spirit,”  explains  the  tall 
Texan,  “is  very  much  with  us.  Its 
symptoms:  fear  of  all  change,  the  desire 
to  ‘protect’  God,  the  return  to  Old  Time 
Religion  (i.e.,  19th  Century  revivalism), 
religion  as  a  retreat  from  a  dangerous 
world,  and  so  on. 

“But  across  the  barbed  wire  fence  is 
the  pioneer  spirit.  It  goes  under  many 
names,  but  perhaps  'renewal  of  the 
church’  is  most  common.  Its  signs  are 
legion:  theological  and  liturgical 
renewal;  the  church  as  maker  rather 
than  victim  of  history;  the  lay 
movement;  investing  in  people  rather 
than  real  estate;  democratization  of  the 
ecclesiastical  machine;  the  clergy 
assocation  movement,  etc.” 

Wes  is  optimistic.  Church  renewal  is 
coming  he  says:  “you  can  hear  the 
wheels  creaking. 

The  book,  he  adds,  is  a  “call  to  side 
with  the  winners.  To  move  out  —  take  a 
chance  —  live  dangerously  .  .  .Let  us 
leave  our  sterile  old  ghost  towns  and  risk 
it  all  following  the  wild,  surprising  God  of 
the  Bible.  The  God  who  goes  by  the  name 
I  Will  Be  What  I  Will  Be.” 

("Western  Theology”  is  published  by 
Forum  House  at  $4.95.) 


Small  churches  affirmed 
by  rural  church  leaders 


LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.  (UMC)  - 
Small  rural  and  town  churches  can  af¬ 
firm  their  possibilities,  celebrate  their 
spirit  and  quality,  emphasize 
cooperation  in  mission  and  “support 
each  other  without  diminishing  our¬ 
selves.”  This  was  the  message  from  the 
Southeastern  United  Methodist  Town  and 
Country  Conference  here  last  week. 

The  “Interrobang,"  a  quadrennial 
session,  combined  questions  and  af- 
firr.  ations  for  nearly  200  conference  and 
local  leaders  seeking  strategy  and  means 
of  renewal  from  the  small  congregations 
that  comprise  the  bulk  of  the 
denomination  in  the  Southeast. 

Three  days  of  addresses  and 
discussions  centered  on  moving  from 
•‘Idle  Dreams  to  Realistic  Visions.” 

The  conference  was  summed  up  by  the 
Rev.  G.  Ross  Freeman,  Macon,  Ga., 
District  superintendent  and  long-time 
town  and  country  leader,  as  showing: 
“There  is  a  viable  future  for  these 
churches ...  We  could  despair  over 
some  of  what  we  have  learned,  but  we 
can  intervene  intentionally  to  change  the 
direction  of  drift .  .  .  Churches  can  again 
become  centers  of  spiritual 
power  .  .  .  The  United  Methodist  Church 
is  peculiarly  fitted  to  adapt  its  structures 
to  changing  conditions.” 

Dr.  Freeman  reported  the  findings  of 
discussion  groups  as  showing  primary 
barriers  to  small  church  renewal, 
especially  through  parish  re-formatlon 
or  larger  parish  structures,  as  including 
lack  of  ministers’  training  in  staff 
situations,  inadequacies  of  the  appointive 
system  and  inequities  of  the  salary 


SALISBURY,  Rhodesia  (RNS)  — 
Bishop  Abel  Muzorewa,  head  of  the  black 
African  National  Council  of  Rhodesia, 
strongly  criticized  whites  for  the  over¬ 
whelming  mandate  given  to  Ian  Smith’s 
Rhodesian  Front  in  the  recent  elections. 

“Every  intelligent  person  who 
analyzes  the  election  results  will  agree 
that  the  white  electorate  in  Rhodesia  is 
possessed  by  a  demon  of  fear,”  said  the 
United  Methodist  leader. 

According  to  unofficial  returns,  the 
Smith  party  captured  all  50  of  the 
parliamentary  seats  reserved  for  the 
250,000  whites  in  the  former  British 
colony. 

NCC,  retired 
execs  agree 
on  pensions 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  The  National 
Council  of  Churches  has  reached  an 
agreement  on  salary,  pensions  and 
benefit  protection  with  five  executives 
whose  services  are  being  terminated. 

While  details  of  the  arrangement  were 
not  disclosed,  a  statement  drafted  by  a 
committee  named  to  negotiate  with  the 
five  said: 

“No  one  will  suffer  loss  with  reference 
to  salary,  maintenance  of  pension 
provisions  at  full  strength  and  par¬ 
ticipation  in  fringe  benefits  until  the  date 
of  full  retirement.” 

The  statement  was  provided  on  request 
by  Claire  Randall,  the  National  Council 
general  secretary,  who  announced  in 
June  that  the  five  men,  all  over  61  years 
of  age,  were  being  given  “early 
retirement.”  She  said  the  action  was 
taken  to  make  way  for  a  more  “open” 
style  of  administration  around  her  office. 

Ms.  Randall  (on  Aug.  2)  confirmed  that 
the  termination  date  has  been  set  for 
Nov.  30, 1974,  although  the  men  are  free 
to  leave  sooner  if  they  secure  other 
employment.  The  June  announcement 
said  the  reorganization  of  administration 
would  be  completed  by  January,  1975. 

Those  released  from  their  jobs  are  Mr. 
David  Hunter,  the  NCC  deputy  secretary 
who  at  64  is  the  oldest  of  the  group;  Dr.  H. 
Leroy  Brininger,  chief  financial  officer; 
Fletcher  Coates,  director  of  information; 
the  Rev.  J.  Allan  Ranck,  associate 
general  secretary  for  research,  and  the 
Rev.  Donald  Landwer,  assistant  general 
secretary  for  constituent  services. 

The  men  have  a  total  of  100  years  of 
service  to  the  National  Council,  made  up 
of  31  Protestant  and  Orthodox  Churches. 

The  committee  that  negotiated  with  the 
men  on  termination  arrangements  was 
named  by  the  Rev.  W.  Sterling  Cary, 
president  of  the  NCC. 

It  was  expected  that  the  men  would 
seek  other  employment,  and  it  was 
learned  from  sources  close  to  the 
negotiations  that  new  employment 
would  affect  continuing  salary  payments 
from  the  National  Council. 

If  new  employment  is  not  obtained,  it 
seemed  likely  that  terminated  executives 
will  receive  full  salary  for  one  year  and 
50  per  cent  for  each  year  thereafter  up  to 
the  age  of  65,  the  normal  retirement  age. 
(NCC  salaries  are  not  published.) 

Should  a  new  job  not  pay  as  much  as  is 
currently  received,  some  NCC  com¬ 
pensation  will  be  made,  it  was  learned. 

Some  see  the  arrangement  as  meaning 
the  men  could,  in  effect,  remain  on  the 
council  staff  after  Nov.  30  in  non-active 
capacities  until  they  reach  65. 


system,  the  weakened  financial  condition 
of  churches  going  downhill,  the  atttitude 
of  remaining  members,  the  tendency  to 
look  back  to  the  “good  old  days,” 
hesitancy  to  embrace  new  ideas 
especially  where  there  is  lack  of  in¬ 
terpretation  and  understanding,  failure 
to  use  all  available  personnel,  especially 
lay  persons.  The  most  difficult  barrier, 
however,  he  held,  is  “our  failure  to  un¬ 
derstand  what  the  Church  and  the  Gospel 
are.” 

Emphasizing  “together  we  can,” 
Freeman  offered  these  proposals  for 
solutions  to  the  problems: 

Affirming  what  churches  can  do  rather 
than  their  lacks,  “celebrate  the  values 
inherent  in  smallness  by  exhibiting 
largeness  in  spirit  and  quality,”  em¬ 
phasize  the  importance  of  every  church 
“responding  to  the  imperative  of  joining 
God  in  his  mission  where  we  are  — 
cooperatively,”  creating  a  stronger 
sense  of  the  connectional  system  and 
eliminating  “preoccupation  with  local 
independence,”  showing  concern  for 
development  of  both  individuals  and 
congregation  as  community. 

He  also  urged  taking  advantage  of 
legislation  already  in  the  Discipline  for 
imaginative  efforts  —  provisions  for  the 
parish,  for  a  presiding  elder,  for  con¬ 
ference  financial  support  and  for  use  of 
the  authority  of  the  pastor  and  district 
superintendent. 

In  an  earlier  address,  Dr.  Earl  D.  C. 
Brewer  of  the  Candler  School  of  Theology 
in  Atlanta,  told  the  gathering  that  the 
small  size  of  the  rural  congregations  can 
be  an  asset  rather  than  a  hinder ance. 


The  mandate  is  expected  to  strengthen 
the  hand  of  Mr.  Smith  in  policies  that  look 
increasingly  like  South  African  apartheid 
(racial  separation). 

Rhodesia  has  about  5.5  million  blacks. 
The  country  is  not  recognized  by  the 
international  community  because  of  the 
government’s  discrimination  against 
native  people.  Local  white  leaders 
engineered  a  takeover  in  1965  rather  than 
see  majority-rule  when  Britain  granted 
independence  to  the  area. 

In  the  July  30  election,  blacks  cast 
votes  for  eight  members  of  Parliament. 
Eight  other  black  representatives  will  be 
named  by  a  council  of  chiefs  and  head¬ 
men. 

Mr.  Smith  campaigned  on  the  claim 
that  a  weakening  of  the  Rhodesian  Front 
would  benefit  the  country’s  enemies, 
including  black  liberation  movements. 
He  had  only  to  convince  83,000  persons  — 
the  total  white  electorate. 

The  more  militant  black  nationalists 
are  in  exile  or  in  jail.  Bishop  Muzorewa  is 
considered  a  moderate  who  can  envision 
an  integrated  Rhodesia.  He  is  not  liked 
by  many  of  the  exiled  liberation  forces, 
some  of  which  use  guerrilla  tactics. 

Many  consider  the  bishop  the  best  hope 
for  bringing  some  political  settlement  in 
Rhodesia.  Britain  is  pledged  not  to  en¬ 
dorse  any  Rhodesia  pact  that  is  not  ac¬ 
ceptable  to  the  black  majority.  Inter¬ 
national  recognition  for  Rhodesian  in¬ 
dependence  is  not  likely  until  Salisbury 
and  London  can  make  a  political  set¬ 
tlement. 


CHARLOTTE,  N.  C.  (RNS)  -  The 
Duke  Endowment,  one  of  the  nation’s 
largest  foundations,  has  given  more  than 
$13  million  over  the  past  50  years  to  build 
and  operate  rural  Methodist  churches  in 
North  Carolina. 

It  has,  in  addition,  paid  over  $3.6 
million  to  retired  clergymen  of  the 
denomination  in  the  state  and  has  since 
1924  given  $179.2  million  to  the  Methodist- 
related  Duke  University,  Durham. 

A  summary  of  beneficiaries  over  the 
past  50  years  was  included  in  the  en¬ 
dowment’s  1973  annual  report,  released 
here. 

The  foundation  was  set  up  by  the  late 
James  Buchanan  Duke,  who  died  in  1925, 
an  industrial  magnate  often  called  "the 
tobacco  king.” 

Mr.  Duke  stipulated  that  a  portion  of 
the  grants  should  go  for  retired  ministers 
and  rural  work  in  the  two  North  Carolina 
conferences  of  what  is  today  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

Between  December,  1924  and 
December,  1973,  the  endowment  had 
made  grants  totalling  $378,400,693.  Over 
66  per  cent  of  the  income  has  come  from 
stock  in  the  Duke  Power  company,  one  of 
the  South’s  largest  utilities. 

Some  $7.3  million  has  been  expended  in 
the  past  50  years  building  rural  churches 
and  $5.8  million  has  been  used  to  operate 
rural  churches,  the  report  showed. 

In  addition  to  large  allocations  to  Duke 
University,  the  endowment  has  given 
$14  million  to  Davidson  College,  a 
Presbyterian  school;  $14.1  million  to 
Furman  University,  a  Baptist  institution 
in  South  Carolina  and  $11.3  million  to 
Johnson  C.  Smith  University,  a 
predominantly  black  Presbyterian 
school  in  Charlotte. 

The  Duke  Endowment  has  given 
another  $107  million  to  hospitals  in  North 


He  said  that  “small  membership 
churches  have  naturally  what  large 
churches  try  to  achieve  artificially”  in 
celebrating  the  quality  of  human  life  and 
in  expanding  “the  circle  of  Christian 
caring.” 

The  smallness,  he  added,  can  be  used 
positively  through  spiritual  group 
dynamics  and  through  combinations  of 
sharing,  cooperation,  education  and 
planning. 

Picking  up  on  the  theme  of  cooperation 
the  Rev.  Eben  Taylor  of  Anderson,  S.C., 
criticized  the  continuation  of  traditional 
structures  at  a  time  when  churches 
“need  to  become  change  agents.” 

He  reported  that  the  cost  of  developing 
cooperative  parish  ministries  has  been 
well  repaid  in  the  strength-giving  in¬ 
clusiveness  —  racial,  pastor  and  people, 
tiny  and  medium-sized  congregations. 

Bishop  Ellis  Finger  of  Nashville  told 
the  delegates  that  the  church’s  greatest 
need  in  communication  is  to  listen  to  and 
learn  from  God,  through  both  the  Bible 
and  the  world.  Its  communication  out¬ 
ward,  he  added,  should  be  primarily 
person-to-person. 

While  the  church's  attempts  to  per¬ 
suade  people  to  become  part  of  it  are 
“the  results  of  our  loving,”  said  Bishop 
Finger,  the  “loving  does  not  stop  if  they 
are  not  persuaded.  We  must  not  love  in 
order  to  manipulate.” 

In  order  to  use  its  available  power,  he 
pointed  out,  the  church  must  be  in  touch 
both  with  God  and  with  those  in  need. 

Warning  that  “fear  has  spilled  over 
from  national  affairs  into  the  church,” 
because  the  same  people  are  involved  in 
both,  the  bishop  called  for  a  renewal  of 
confidence.  This,  he  said,  can  be  ac¬ 
complished  through  the  affirmation  of 
Christian  hope. 

Speaking  after  the  resignation  of 
President  Nixon  and  just  prior  to  the 
inauguration  of  Gerald  Ford,  Dr. 
Freeman  called  recent  events  a 
“disaster  in  the  nation  harder  to  handle 
than  an  armed  invasion.”  He  called  for 
the  churches  to  lead  out  in  “fasting  and 
prayer  that  God  will  purify  and  save  the 
nation  so  that  by  1976  it  will  be  on  the 
road  to  recovery.”  He  urged  the  need  for 
“a  revival  of  national  immorality  and 
new  conceptions  of  national  purpose.” 

In  his  closing  remarks,  the  Rev. 
William  F.  Appleby  of  Tupelo,  Miss., 
conference  program  chairman, 
reminded  that  new  trends  show  people 
moving  back  to  the  country,  and  called 
for  saving  the  town  and  country  church 
“for  the  sake  of  the  contribution  it  has  to 
make  to  people  there.”  In  order  for  this 
to  happen,  he  held,  it  “cannot  move  in  the 
same  directions  and  stay  in  the  same  old 
ruts.” 

Speaking  also  to  the  national  crisis, 
Bishop  L.  Scott  Allen  of  Knoxville,  Tenn., 
declared  “the  church  has  custody  of  the 
solution  for  the  ills  of  the  nation  —  the 
Gospel.”  Recalling  the  “We  shall 
overcome”  slogan  of  the  civil  rights 
movement,  he  voiced  optimism  for  the 
nation’s  future. 

Bishop  Allen  called  the  small  mem¬ 
bership  church  “still  the  backbone  of  the 
denomination”  and  asserted  the  church 
“cannot  afford  to  play  the  numbers  game 
any  longer  and  neglect  the  small  rural 
churches.” 

He  urged  the  church  to  examine 
available  resources  and  to  be  more  ob¬ 
jective  in  their  evaluation,  pointing 
especially  to  buildings  used  only  a  few 
hours  a  week,  to  lethargy  in  com¬ 
munication,  to  the  possibility  of 
educational  and  ecumenical  cooperation. 


and  South  Carolina  and  $14.6  million  to 
child  care  facilities  in  the  two-state  area. 
Some  $19.2  million  has  been  set  apart  for 
endowment  and  to  be  held  for  special 
beneficiaries. 

In  1973,  the  endowment  paid  out 
$260,300  to  retired  clergymen,  $463,700  for 
building  rural  churches  and  $400,000  for 
maintaining  rural  churches.  Duke 
University  received  $7,439,900  from  the 
foundation  last  year. 

“James  B.  Duke  regarded  religion  as 
one  of  the  greatest  civilizing  Influences 
for  society,”  the  1973  endowment  report 
stated.  As  a  result  of  the  foundation’s 
generosity,  North  Carolina  is  noted  for  its 
beautiful,  well-maintained  and  well- 
staffed  rural  churches.  Of  more  than 
2,000  Methodist  congregations  in  the 
state,  at  least  three-fourths  are  in  com¬ 
munities  of  less  than  1,500  persons. 

Assistance  to  the  rural  churches,  the 
report  states,  “is  enabling  rather  than 
paternalistic.  The  local  church  must  first 
develop  its  own  program  and  budget 
before  it  makes  application  to  the  en¬ 
dowment  for  a  grant.” 

In  1924,  Mr.  Duke  gave  $40  million  to 
establish  the  foundation.  His  will  left 
another  $67  million.  Duke  Endowment 
assets  are  today  around  $360  million.  The 
Duke  fortune  is  traced  to  1874  when 
Washington  Duke  and  his  sons,  including 
James,  began  a  tobacco  enterprise  in 
Durham.  James  Duke  often  remarked 
that  his  father  said  that  if  he  amounted  to 
anything  in  life  it  was  due  to  the 
Methodist  circuit  riders  who  frequently 
visited  his  home  and  whose  preaching 
and  counsel  brought  out  the  best  that  was 
in  him. 

“If  I  amount  to  anything  in  this  world,  I 
owe  it  to  my  daddy  and  the  Methodist 
Church,”  the  endowment  founder  added. 


Muzorewa  raps  whites’ 
mandate  to  Smith  rule 


Duke  Endowment  church 
grants  hit  $13  million 
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K^tre^lrior  young  pastors  and 
*  at  Gulfside 

rjSf^  .  -£>^  .-SpSiisarS'd  by  the  Louisiana  Conference  Board  of  the 
s  ,5’t^Mihi'stry.  a  Retreat  for  Young  Pastors  and  Spouses  has  been 
r~£'  ")  ^  setioryfliptember  1-3  at  Gulfside  Assembly,  Waveland,  Miss. 
~  ~  ‘2*e  Retreat  is  an  effort  on  the  part  of  the  Board  of  the 

^“Ministry  of  the  Conference  to  continue  the  conversation  begun 
at  the  ordination  of  the  Elders  who  were  brought  into  full 
conference  membership  between  the  years  1969  and  1974. 

This  event  has  been  especially  planned  with  the  considera¬ 
tion  of  spouses  of  the  married  pastors,  as  well  as  spouses  of  all 
the  resource  personnel  attending. 

Discussions  will  include  functions  of  the  Bishop  and  Cabinet, 
changing  roles  of  Clergy  Couples,  understanding  participation 
in. Social  Security,  Pensions  and  other  conference  resources 
for  families.  Also  to  be  discussed  is  the  nature  and  mission  of 
the  Conference  Council  on  Ministries  and  how  the  talents  and 
concerns  of  those  participating  in  the  retreat  can  be 
assimilated  into  the  conference  as  a  whole. 

One  of  the  additional  features  of  the  Retreat  will  be  a 
Country  Fair  Resource  Center,  with  participants  actually  becoming  the  "resource." 
Everyone  is  invited  to  share  by  giving  a  brief  but  useful  and  marketable  talent  for  a 
local  church,  agency  or  institution. 

Resource  Person  for  the  entire  retreat  is  the  Rev.  Charles  Allen,  a  member  of  the 
North  Texas  Conference,  presently  on  the  staff  of  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Richardson,  Texas.  He  is  well  known  as  a  trainer  in  small  groups  and  group 
dynamics. 

The  Retreat  Taskforce  is  composed  of :  Carole  Cotton  Winn ;  Carl  Lueg ;  Robert  Ed 
Taylor;  Freddie  Henderson;  Angus  Carruth;  Randy  James;  and  Don  Alverson. 

Others  who  will  participate  include:  Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield;  Area  Provost  W. 
Ralph  Cain;  Conference  Treasurer  Leonard  Cooke;  Council  on  Ministries  Director 
Ray  Branton;  Registrar,  Board  of  the  Ministry,  Tracy  Arnold;  Chairperson  of  the 
Board  of  the  Ministry  W.  T.  Handy;  Ministerial  Training  and  Orders  Committee 
Chairperson  Robert  Potter. 

Also,  the  Cabinet:  Alfred  Norris,  Clyde  Clark,  Bob  Crichlow,  Bill  Fraser,  Ken 
McDowell,  Clyde  Frazier,  Ed  Thomas,  Byrl  Moreland,  and  Carl  Lueg. 

The  Rev.  Carole  Cotton  Winn,  who  is  handling  arrangements,  indicates  that  the 
Retreat  will  begin  with  supper  at  6  p.m.  on  Sunday,  September  1  and  will  close  with 
lunch  on  Tuesday,  September  3.  An  enthusiastic  meeting  is  anticipated. 


Shreveport  Metro-Ministries  provides  summer  enrichment 


Shreveport  Metropolitan  Ministry  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Rev.  James  Graham,  has 
provided  a  summer  of  enrichment, 
learning  and  living  for  persons  of  varied 
backgrounds  and  needs. 

Early  in  July,  18  youth  from  the  heart 
of  the  “Bottoms,"  a  poverty  pocket  in 
Shreveport,  were  given  an  opportunity  to 
participate  in  a  summer  camping  ex¬ 
perience.  They  were  able  to  go  to  Nor- 
wella  Council  of  The  Boy  Scouts  of 
America  Special  Summer  Camping 
Program  at  Camp  Yatasi  near  lyiinden. 
The  program  was  under  the  direction  of 
Willie  Reed,  Norwella  Council 
Executive.  More  than  two  hundred  boys 
were  given  the  opportunity  to  engage  in  a 
wholesome  out-door  camping  program. 

The  Metro-Ministries  saw  the  need  for 
the  church  to  support  and  promote  ef¬ 
forts  to  help  youth  to  learn  how  to  live 


and  get  along  with  their  neighbors. 
Scholarships  were  obtained  for  seven 
youth  through  the  generosity  of  First 
Church,  Shreveport;  one  scholarship  was 
provided  by  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Kenneth 
G.  Rorie  of  First  Church,  Bossier  City; 
three  scholarships  were  made  available 
by  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Conrad  P. 
Edwards,  Memorial  United  Methodist  in 
Bastrop;  and  the  remainder  of  the 
scholarships  were  provided  from  the 
program  budget  of  the  Metro-Ministries. 

The  Reverend  Mr.  Graham  expresses 
his  gratitude  to  all  who  contributed  on 
behalf  of  the  youth  who  had  the  privilege 
of  attending  the  camp.  They  are: 
Richard  Allen;  Gregory  Armstrong; 
Keef  Carter;  Kirk  Carter;  Melvin 
Cartwright;  Roy  Cartwright;  Michael 
Green;  Fredrick  L.  Hymes;  Robert 
Jenkins;  Clayton  Lee;  Bobbie  R.  Me 
Dade;  James  McDade;  Charles  Me 


Daniel;  Gary  Morgan:  Calvin  Ray  Palm¬ 
er;  Barry  Smith;  Larry  Smith,  and 
Calvin  Wilson.  These  boys  are  in  Troop 
358.  . 

On  July  12,  the  Emerging  Ministry  of 
the  Metropolitan  Ministry  took  a  group  of 
38  youth,  young  adults  and  senior  citizens 
to  Six  Flags  Over  Texas,  near  Dallas. 
The  participants  in  this  cultural  enrich¬ 
ment  experience  came  from  the  Fairfield 
United  Methodist  Church,  St.  James 
United  Methodist  Church,  Johnson 
Chapel  United  Methodist  Church  and  the 
Greater  Saint  Matthew  African 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

The  Emerging  Ministry,  under  the 
leadership  of  the  Reverend  Mr.  Graham, 
also  sponsored  a  field  trip  to  the 
Louisiana  Purchase  in  Monroe  in  late 
July.  The  group  was  composed  of  44 
children  and  youth,  and  the  following 
adults  were  chaperones  and  guides :  the 


James  A.  Graham 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  J.  D.  V.  Hamilton,  Jr.; 
Mrs.  Gloria  Wright;  Mrs.  Mary  Harris; 
Mrs.  Ethel  Alford;  and  Mr.  Graham. 
First  Church  of  Shreveport  provided 
scholarships  on  this  trip  for  20  boys  and 
girls  for  the  Baker  Street  Center  and  the 
Travis  Street  Center.  Other  participants 
in  this  field-learning  experience  came 
from  the  St.  James  United  Methodist 
Church  and  from  the  St.  Matthew  African 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 


Around  our  Conference 


The  Thursday  Evening  Study  Group  of 
Istrouma  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  is 
engaged  in  study  of  “The  Life  and 
Ministry  of  Christ,"  an  in-depth,  verse  by 
verse  study  of  the  life  of  Jesus.  The  Rev. 
Paul  Carroll  is  pastor. 

The  Madrigal  Singers  of  First  Church, 
Shreveport,  recently  were  guest  singers 
at  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Galveston,  Texas.  These  polished  singers 
of  Renaissance  church  music  are  well 
known  for  their  accomplishments. 

In  an  attempt  to  develop  the  Church 
School  program  on  a  broader  scale, 
Rayne  Memorial  Church,  New  Orleans, 
is  establishing  a  bus  ministry.  On  Sunday 
mornings  children  will  be  picked  up  in 
nearby  areas  for  Church  School  and 
returned  to  their  homes  afterwards.  The 
Rev.  Dr.  John  Bayliss  is  pastor. 

United  Methodist  Men  of  DeQuincy 
Church,  DeQuincy,  are  holding  regular 
and  stimulating  meetings  at  the  church. 
A  recent  program  was  entitled  “The 
Great  Gardens  of  Louisiana."  Pastor  is 
the  Rev.  Byrd  L.  Terry. 

United  Methodist  Women  of  First 
Church,  Amite,  sponsor  a  tape  ministry 
for  the  community.  A  part  of  every 
Sunday  morning  worship  service  is  taped 
(anthem,  scripture  and  sermon)  and  this 
is  played  to  any  who  are  sick  or  shut-ins. 
The  ministry  has  become  so  popular  that 
a  second  tape  recorder  had  to  be  pur¬ 
chased. 

A  Bi/  Polar  Growth  Seminar  is  being 
conducted  at  Barksdale  Church,  Bossier 


City,  August  23-24.  The  Seminar  is 
designed  to  help  persons  in  business  and 
in  churches  to  find  out  how  to  function 
more  effectively  as  persons.  Dr.  Howard 
Grimes  of  the  Perkins  School  of, Theology 
is  supervising  the  meeting.  The  Rev. 
John  Johns  is  pastor. 

St.  Paul’s  Church,  Harahan,  is  en¬ 
joying  a  series  of  musical  evenings  which 
feature  outstanding  performers.  The 
Second  Edition  Celebration  Singers  from 
the  Chapel  Hill  United  Methodist  Church, 
Oklahoma  City,  appeared  in  concert  at 
St.  Paul’s  on  August  12.  They  sang 
“Love,"  a  folk  musical  by  Otis  Skillings. 
This  Friday,  August  23,  Mr.  Russell 
Brazzel  and  Miss  Yukari  Yamada  are 
appearing  in  concert.  Mr.  Brazzel  has 
been  singing  in  St.  Paul’s  choir.  He  is  also 
a  Classical  Guitar  major  at  Loyola 
University.  Miss  Yamada  is  a  flute 
student,  and  she  has  appeared  with  the 
New  Orleans  Symphony  and  the  NORD 
Symphony.  The  recital  includes  duets  for 


Field  trip  to  Louisiana  Purchase 


Having  fun  at  Boy  Scout  Camp! 
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Richard  R.  Meek 

Flute  and  Guitar  and  solos  for  Classical 
Guitar.  The  Rev.  Richard  Meek  is  pastor 
at  St.  Paul’s. 

Centenary  Church,  Franklinton,  which 
is  actively  involved  in  the  support  of 
World,  National  and  Conference  mission 
projects,  recently  noted  the  correspon¬ 
dence  received  from  persons  working 
in  these  projects.  Among  these  are 
letters  from  Art  and  Esta  Howard, 
working  at  the  Ratkal  Church  in  the 
South  India  Methodist  Conference;  H.  G. 
Mitra,  District  Evangelist;  Methodist 
mission  station  at  Wembo  Myama  in 
Central  Zaire;  and  mission  workers  in 
the  Philippines.  The  varied  missions 


work  is  supported  through  the  Faith- 
Promise  outreach  of  the  church.  The 
Rev.  Beverly  Bond  is  pastor. 

Mrs.  I.  R.  Cupples,  age  86,  died  on  July 
18.  She  was  a  devoted  member  of  the 
Brushwood  United  Methodist  Church  and 
had  been  active  in  community  and 
church  work  all  of  her  life. 

Best  wishes  are  extended  by  their 
many  friends  to  Terry  C.  Lowe  and  Judy 
McMurray  (of  Parkersburg,  W.  Va.)  who 
were  married  on  June  29.  The  Rev.  Mr. 
Lowe  is  pastor  of  Harmony  Chapel- 
Lisbon-Arizona  Charge. 

The  Administrative  Board  of  First 
Church,  Plaquemine  provided  a  summer 
program  of  movies  on  the  parking  lot  of 
the  church.  Since  there  was  no  theater  in 
the  town,  the  church,  with  cooperation  of 
businesses,  made  this  recreation  project 
possible  .  .  .  The  Rev.  Robert  R.  Miller 
is  pastor. 


Veterans  of  The  Cross 


Rev.  C.  J.  T.  Cotton  X 

The  Rev.  C.  J.  T.  Cotten,  a  retired  * 
minister  of  the  Louisiana  Annual*  *Con- 
ference,  held  a  revival  for  three  nights  in  :j: 
July  at  the  old  Mt.  Pleasant  Church  on 
the  Chatham  charge.  He  also  preached 
the  “Homecoming"  sermon  at  the 
church.  * 

The  old  Mt.  Pleasant  Church  has  been  £ 
closed  for  some  time,  but  the  people  of 
the  community  keep  it  in  good  condition 
for  funerals  and  other  events.  It  is  their 
custom  to  have  a  few  nights  of  “revival" 
just  prior  to  their  annual 
“Homecoming.” 


Beverly  Bond 


Centenary  College  choir  holds  camp 

Director  of  this  year’s  choir  is  Dr.  Will  ClhildrCIl  8Ild  V Olltll 
K.  Andress,  also  a  United  Methodist.  * 


The  Centenary  College  Choir  began  its 
1974-75  season  August  12  with  its  annual 
10-day  rehearsal  camp.  This  year’s  camp 
was  held  in  Hodges  Gardens  near  Many, 
La.  For  a  period  of  15  years  (1957-71) 
Camp  was  held  in  these  beautiful  gar¬ 
dens. 

This  summer  training  event  has  been 
held  each  year  for  the  past  30  years.  It 
serves  the  two-fold  purpose  of  getting  the 
singers  in  top  physical  condition  in  ad¬ 
vance  of  the  strenuous  fall  season  and 
enabling  them  to  rehearse  in  the  quiet 
setting  free  from  the  distractions  of 
campus  life.  The  camp  also  affords  the 
director  the  opportunity  to  produce  a  new 
homogeneous  musical  group  out  of 
seasoned  singers  as  well  as  those  new  to 
the  choir. 

Among  the  18  new  members  in  this 
year’s  43-member  choir  are  nine 
Louisiana  United  Methodists.  They  are: 
Ken  Bowdon,  son  of  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  J. 
Henry  Bowdon,  Jr.,  Shreveport;  Phyllis 
Bryant,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Donald 
A.  Bryant,  Mooringsport ;  Paul  Hearn, 
son  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  J.  Woodrow 
Hearn,  Lake  Charles  and  Baton  Rouge; 
Nancy  “Casey"  King,  daughter  of  Lt. 
Col.  and  Mrs.  Harold  R.  King  of  Bossier 
City;  Janet  Mayo,  daughter  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Seaman  A.  Mayo,  Jr.,  Lake 
Charles;  Jim  Poole,  son  of  the  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  James  M.  Poole,  Shreveport;  Grace 


Riggin,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Benson 
Henry  Riggin,  Houma  ;  David  Tench,  son 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  A.  Tench  of 
Shreveport;  and  Charles  Wharton,  son  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  H.  Wharton  of 
Baton  Rouge. 


Doctor  Andress  succeeds  Dr.  William 
Ballard,  who  resigned  the  post  at  Cen¬ 
tenary  in  May.  “Will"  Andress,  as  he  is 
known  to  the  singers,  is  a  graduate  of 


of  Conference 
note  busy  summer 
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Ken  Bowdon 


Phyllis  Bryant 


Other  Louisiana  United  Methodists  in 
the  choir  are  Hugh  Avant,  of  Jennings; 
Millie  Feske.  of  Franklin;  Danny 
Gamble,  Shreveport;  Raymond  Fielder, 
Shreveport;  Dale  Grauke,  Vinton; 
Cynthia  Lewis  of  Lake  Charles;  Shirley 
Miller  of  River  Ridge;  Anne  Welch  of 
Shreveport;  and  Darlene  Whittington  of 
Ville  Platte. 


“Casey 

Centenary  and  an  alumnus  of  the  choir. 
He  was  one  of  the  first  singers  to  camp  at 
Hodges  Gardens  in  1957. 

Officers  of  the  choir  are:  President, 
Mike  Pilgreen,  of  Rayville;  Vice- 
Presidents,  Deborah  Fielder,  Shreveport 
and  Karl  Dent,  Houston,  Texas; 
Secretary,  Beryl  Baker,  of  Gueydan; 
Treasurer,  Danny  Gamble.  Accom¬ 
panists  are  Miss  Fielder  and  Jane  Silvey 
of  Marshall,  Texas.  Section  leaders  are 
Raymond  Fielder,  bass;  Robin  Lincoln  of 
Richardson,  Texas,  alto;  and  Anne 
Welch,  soprano. 


From  the  Conference  Board  of  Discipleship 

General  Meeting,  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference  Board  of  Discipleship  August 
24,  1974  (Saturday)  at  Newman 
United  Methodist  Church,  Fulton  and 
8th  Streets,  Alexandria.  Begin  10 
A.M.  Lunch.  Host  Pastor,  the  Rev. 

Nathaniel  P.  Perry. 

Conference  on  the  Holy  Spirit.  October 
3-5,  First  United  Methodist  Church, 

Pineville.  For  registration  forms, 
contact,  the  Rey-G^rey  Martin,  Box 
727,  Denham  Springs,  La.  70726 
United  Christian  Ashram.  January  9- 
11, 1975,  Holiday  Inn,  Ruston,  La.  For 
information  contact  the  Rev.  Jimmie  Pyles,  Box  635,  Jonesville,  La.  71343. 
Jurisdictional  Conference  on  Evangelism.  April  23-25,  1975,  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans.  Additional  information  later. 


Carey  Martin 


The  Reverend 
Mr.  Cotten  was  pas¬ 
tor  of  this  church  in 
1937  and  1938.  He 
notes  that  good 
crowds  attended 
the  revival  service, 
with  an  even  larger 
crowd  for  the  Sun-| 
day  service.  A  ba'6-  ’ 
ket  lunch  was  serv¬ 
ed,  and  in  Mr.  Cotten’s  words,  “.  .  .  . 
Everyone  seemed  to  enjoy  themselves 
greatly.” 


Breazealle  was  in  charge  of  the  mission 
tour.  The  Rev.  C.  R.  McCammon  is 
pastor. 

Miss  Carol  A.  Hicks,  a  youth  of  Peck 
United  Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans, 
has  been  awarded  a  scholarship  to  study 
in  Paris,  France  this  summer.  The 
scholarship  was  made  available  to  the 
Council  for  the  Development  of  French  in 
Louisiana  by  the  French  Government 
through  the  State  Department  of 
Education.  Carol  is  a  recent  graduate  of 
Dillard  University  in  French  Education. 
She  is  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Albert  E.  Hicks. 

A  Sub-District  U.M.Y’.F.  Retreat  was 
held  at  Indian  Bayou  Church  August  2-3. 
At  least  eight  churches  of  the  Lafayette 
District  were  represented.  Discussion 
group  topics  included  “Abortion," 
“Suicide,"  and  “Mercy  Killing.”  The 
Rev.  H.  C.  Howell  is  Pastor  at  Indian 
Bayou. 


Mrs.  Irene  Reed  retires 
from  school  career 


David  Tench 


Janet  Mayo 


Grace  Riggin 


The  Jonesboro  Church  Youth  Choir 
presented  the  musical  program  " Tell  It 
Like  It  Is"  at  their  home  church  and 
churches  in  Marksville  and  New  Orleans 
recently.  The  group  also  toured  mission 
and  historical  places  on  their  trip.  Robert 
Hooper  [light  suit]  is  Director ;  Laney 
Kuhn  [ dark  suit]  is  Education  Director. 
Not  shown  is  Pastor  Dan  Tohline. 

Youth  of  First  Church,  Franklin, 
recently  returned  from  a  mission  tour  of 
southern  Louisiana.  The  group  of  33 
included  youth  from  other  faiths  as  well 
as  United  Methodists.  They  performed 
the  Christian  musical  “Lightshine ! "  at 
MacDonell  Methodist  Center  in  Houma 
and  Dulac  Community  Center  in  Dulac. 
At  Dulac  the  group  gave  to  the  Center 
puzzles,  baby  jackets  and  baby  bibs 
which  they  had  made,  as  well  as  several 
boxes  of  Church  School  literature.  New 
Orleans  included  a  visit  to  the  Methodist 
Home  Hospital,  Peoples  Community 
Center,  Felicity  Church,  Second  Church, 
and  concluded  with  a  worship  service  at 
LaFon  Protestant  Home.  Miss  Kathi 


Southside  Church  youth,  Monroe,  are 
shown  as  they  headed  for  Texas  to  visit 
Seven  Seas,  Six  Flags  and  Lion  Country 
Safari.  The  30  youth  were  accompanied 
by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gene  Boozer  Youth 
Directors,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jim 
Drummond,  chaperones.  The  Rev.  Lea 
Joyner  is  Pastor. 


Mrs.  Irene  Reed,  recently  retired  after 
38  years  as  a  public  school  teacher. 

Mrs.  Irene  Reed,  a  member  of 
Williams  United  Methodist  Church,  New 
Orleans,  has  retired  from  Alexander 
Elementary  School,  Jefferson  Parish, 
after  38  years  of  service.  During  her 
teaching  career  she  served  for  four  years 
in  Iberville  Parish;  eight  years  in 
Washington  Parish;  two  years  in  St. 
Tammany  Parish;  and  the  remaining  24 
years  in  Jefferson  Parish. 

Mrs.  Reed  is  the  widow  of  the  late  Rev. 
Samuel  J.  Reed,  longtime  minister  of  the 
former  Louisiana  Conference  B.  She 
served  for  four  years  as  Conference 
president  of  Ministers’  Wives  Association 
of  the  former  Louisiana  Conference  B, 
and  was  president  of  New  Orleans 
District  Ministers’  Wives  Club,  and 
treasurer  of  New  Orleans  District 
Parsonettes.  Her  services  in  the  church 
have  been  many  and  varied  as  she 
traveled  with  her  husband  in  the 
Louisiana  Conference. 

The  mother  of  two  children  and 
grandmother  of  three  grandchildren,  she 
has  also  found  time  to  travel  extensively, 
an  asset  which  she  feels  has  helped 
greatly  in  her  educational  success. 

Mrs.  Reed  plans  to  continue  her 
devoted  services  in  the  church,  as  well  as 
teaching  “Real  Estate  and  Brokerage 
Agencies,"  a  course  which  she  recently 
completed. 


The  Youth  Choir  of  Bossier  first 
Church,  together  with  adult  counselors, 
recently  spent  a  week  in  Florida.  They 
are  pictured  here  as  they  received  a 
"rousing"  sendoff  from  parents  and 
friends.  They  sang  in  Vicfesburg,  Miss, 
and  for  a  youth  rally  in  Fort  Walton 
Beach,  Fla.  Kent  Seabaugh  is  Youth 
Director;  Mrs.  W.  W.  Johnson  is  Youth 
Choir  Director;  and  H,  Dean  Clark  is 
accompanist,  the  Rev.  K.  G.  Rorie  is 
Pastor. 


Attention  Pastors 

The  Wesley  Foundation  directors 
in  our  colleges  and  universities 
here  in  Louisiana  and  in  other 
states  would  like  to  greet  students 
from  your  churches  when  they 
arrive  on  campus  for  the  new 
semester. 

Send  your  student  lists  as  soon  as 
possible.  Consult  the  Conference 
Journal  for  addresses  of  Louisiana 
Institutions. 
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Prayer  for  President  Ford 

"O  Lord,  our  heavenly  Father,  most  heartily  we  beseech  thee,  with  thy  favor 
to  behold  and  bless  thy  servants,  the  President  of  the  United  States  and  all 
others  who  bear  rule  throughout  the  world. 

"Grant  them  wisdom  and  strength  to  know  and  to  do  thy  will.  Fill  them  with 
the  love  of  truth  and  righteousness.  So  rule  in  their  hearts  and  prosper  their  en¬ 
deavors  that  law  and  order,  justice  and  peace  may  everywhere  prevail,  to 
the  honor  of  thy  holy  name,  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.  Amen." 

—The  Book  of  Worship  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 


Of  guilt  and  punishment 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Vision  for  the  church 

Some  ^musts’  for  Methodist  education 


AUGUST  2:i,  1*17 1 


Amid  the  pain  and  humiliation  of 
Richard  Nixon’s  departure  from  the 
White  House,  few  persons  seem  to  have 
the  stomach  for  criminal  prosecution, 
even  though  the  former  President  clearly 
committed  illegal  acts. 

What  we  hope  Mr.  Nixon  eventually 
will  come  clean  on,  however,  is  his  moral 
culpability.  Even  in  his  farewell  words  to 
the  American  people,  his  close  friends 
and  staff,  he  blamed  his  departure  on 
loss  of  support  in  Congress  and  overly 
zealous  acts  by  underlings. 

This,  too,  would  be  easy  to  forgive  and 
forget  except  for  Mr.  Nixon’s  presumed 
moral  leadership  of  the  nation  during  the 
past  five  years.  In  light  of  his  covert 
criminal  acts,  it  is  now  time  to  nullify  the 
harsh  judgments  of  the  former  President 
and  his  administration  against  a  student 
generation  that  engaged  in  civil 
disobedience  —  overt  acts  which  helped 
reverse  the  national  conscience  on  racial 
discrimination  and  the  Vietnam  War. 

Amnesty  was  a  dirty  word  to  President 
Nixon;  apparently  President  Ford  will 
have  similar  difficulties  with  it.  We  have 
some,  too,  but  a  system  that  sends  draft 
resisters  to  prison  for  five  years  and 
Watergate  criminals  for  five  months  — 
or  not  at  all  —  cannot  hope  to  recover  the 
trust  and  esteem  it  needs  after  the 
disillusioning  drama  of  the  last  26 
months. 

Hopefully  we  won’t  forget  Watergate. 
The  lessons  are  too  precious.  We  reject 
the  notion  that  Mr.  Nixon  simply  acted 
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like  every  other  politician.  But  if  he  did 
then  let  Watergate  be  the  clarion  call  for 
a  new  day  of  honesty  and  openness  in 
government.  If  these  simple  virtues 
aren’t  compatible  with  the  realities  of 
seeking  and  holding  public  office,  then 
indeed  our  nation  is  in  trouble. 

Election  reform  and  campaign  control 
undoubtedly  will  garner  sympathetic 
support  in  Congress  in  the  months  to 
come,  as  well  they  should.  But  in  the  end 
the  paramount  restraint  is  in  the  hands  of 
the  voter  who  asks  more  of  the  candidate 
than,  “What's  in  it  for  me?” 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


To  the  Editor: 

I  am  again  writing  to  take  issue  with 
material  that  is  included  in  TM/  UMR 
under  the  guise  of  religious  and  church 
related  news.  Let  us  look  at  the  issue 
dated  July  19,  1974. 

1.  S.M.U.  Trustees  should  meet  soon. 

2.  S.M.U.  President  ouster  detailed 

3.  Despite  church  criticism  Warren 
was  a  religious  man 

4.  Federation  takes  aim  at  Pikeville 

5.  The  day  has  come  says  libera tionist 

6.  Korean  violence  seen 

7.  Missionaries  hinder  self-determi¬ 
nation. 

8.  Euthanasia  campaign  hit  by  critics 

The  first  two  items  cover  a  situation 

that  is  all  too  prevalent  in  church- 
connected  schools.  There  are  appointed 
and  elected  boards  for  the  purpose  of 
governing  the  school  or  schools.  Too 
much  outside  interference  could  cause  a 
loss  of  the  school  altogether.  Remember 
U.S.C. 

Third  item :  A  review  of  Warren’s  life; 
public,  private,  and  Supreme  Court 
record  supports  that  statement?  Not  that 
I  could  find. 

Fourth  item:  This  subject  has  been 
beaten  to  death  by  professional  “tear 
jerkers  and  hand  wringers.” 

Fifth  item:  Equality  with  what? 

Sixth  item :  The  good  Dr.  Fisher  should 
go  to  North  Korea,  where  totalitarianism 
is  complete.  However,  he  makes  no 
mention  of  that;  instead  he  attacks  the 
South  Korean  Government.  He  admits 
that  the  local  church  hierarchy  does  not 
support  his  views  or  statements. 

Seventh  item:  Why  not  take  the  Rev. 
John  Gatu’s  advice?  Pull  all  money 
support  and  missionaries  out  and  let 
them  go  it  alone.  After  all,  according  to 
God’s  Word,  all  of  our  forebearers  were 
placed  on  earth  at  the  same  time,  so  they 
should  be  just  as  far  advanced  as  we  or 
others  are. 

Eighth  item:  Why  give  euthanasia  any 
space  at  all?  It  is  against  the  Word  of 
God;  yet,  we  are  subjected  to  a  long 
rambling  article  in  this  and  past  issues. 

There  must  be  newsworthy  items 
concerning  our  church,  religion  in 
general,  and  God’s  Word  to  fill  the  paper. 
Why  do  we  get  bombarded  with  every 
"kook”  idea,  every  far  out  idea* 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
Gaylord  H.  Cox 
Lake  Charles.  Ixiuisiana 


By  F.  THOMAS  TROTTER 

The  Methodist  movement  was  born  in  a 
university,  and  its  life  has  been  bound  up 
with  education  ever  since.  No  other 
denomination  has  had  such  a  passion  for 
education,  especially  higher  education, 
in  the  history  of  the  United  States.  During 
the  19th  Century,  the  people  of  Wesley 
founded  1,000  schools  across  the  ex¬ 
panding  frontiers!  What  to  us  today  is 
often  a  denominational  cliche,  was  to 
them  a  program  of  obedience  in  the 
gospel:  “To  unite  knowledge  and  vital 
piety.” 

In  many  respects,  the  expansion  of 
these  institutions  formed  the  base  for  the 
development  of  the  land-grant  college 
movement  and  the  subsequent  flowering 
of  the  public  university  in  America.  The 
University  of  California  itself  was 
founded  on  the  base  of  an  existing 
Methodist  college.  Methodist  people  were 
leaders  in  higher  education  in  America, 
and  our  national  system  of  higher 
education  is  a  fruit  of  this  vision. 

As  recently  as  World  War  II,  private 
(mostly  cnurch-related)  colleges 
educated  50  percent  of  American  college 
students.  The  rapid  expansion  of  public 
higher  education  in  the  past  25  years  has 
changed  this  ratio.  At  the  present  time, 
only  about  25  percent  of  the  college 
population  is  in  private  colleges. 

Careless  expansion  of  state  systems 
has  seriously  damaged  the  private  sector 
in  education.  New  campuses  of  state 
universities  have  been  established  within 
areas  previously  served  by  private 
schools.  The  proliferation  of  public  in¬ 
stitutions  created  an  enormous  establish¬ 
ment,  but  that  expansion  now  appears  to 
be  at  an  end. 

A  seriously  inaccurate 
assessment 

It  is  an  ironic  fact  that  public 
policymakers  did  not  accurately  gauge 
the  demographical  data  presumably 
available  to  them  in  the  expansion  of 
their  resources.  The  decline  in  number  of 
students  is  directly  related  to  the  end  of 
the  baby  boom  and  the  arrival  of  the  Pill. 
Projections  of  an  ever-expanding  need 
for  higher  education  failed  to  account  for 
variables  such  as  a  sudden  drop  in 
demand  with  regard  to  the  smaller 
number  of  students  and  the  present  fact 
that  prospective  students  might  not 
consider  college  education  an  automatic 
decision.  Many  young  people  today  are 
simply  doing  other  things. 

The  net  result  is  an  expensive 
overexpansion  of  the  public  establish¬ 
ment,  a  careless  development  of  both 
physical  and  personnel  commitments 
and  a  badly  damaged  private  sector. 

Careless  planning  has  created  an 
educational  establishment  that  is  now  the 
largest  industry  in  the  country.  More 
than  25  percent  of  the  budget  of  some 
states  is  assigned  to  higher  education. 
Unfortunately,  in  the  heady  ’60s,’  dollars 
went  into  capitalization  instead  of 
student  services.  It  is  politically  un¬ 
derstandable  that  land  and  construction 
industries,  notably  conservative  in 
political  philosophy,  should  have  found 
an  unlikely  partner  in  educators,  but  this 
alliance  is  responsible  for  the  ease  with 
which  expansion  took  place. 


Reversal  on  abortion 
offers  hope 
To  the  Editor: 

I  was  very  much  encouraged  to  read 
the  article  in  the  July  19  issue  r egarding 
the  Rev.  Mike  Baldwin  of  Yellow 
Springs,  Ohio,  and  his  altered  conviction 
concerning  abortion. 

Up  to  this  time,  I  have  been  somewhat 
despondent  about  the  official  position  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church  on  abortion. 
Mr.  Baldwin's  recent  reversal  of  his 
conviction  has  given  me  hope  that  among 
the  clergy  and  laity  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  there  may  be  an  ac¬ 
celerating  trend  away  from  “liberalized” 
and  "legalized”  abortion  to  a  realiza¬ 
tion  of  the  humanity,  and  thus  the  human 
right  to  life,  of  the  unborn  child. 

Thank  you  for  publishing  Mr.  Bald¬ 
win’s  testimonial. 

Mrs.  Donald  V.  Appel 
Virginia,  Minnesota 

MacCraken  knows  the  score 

To  the  Editor: 

I  have  served  as  the  last  link  in  the 
Church  World  Service  (CWS)  chain  of 
love  that  turned  a  dollar  into  protein  for 
many  a  starving  child,  sat  in  on  CWS 
board  meetings  and  had  free  run  of  the 
New  York  CWS  office.  From  that  van¬ 
tage  point  I  am  compelled  to  speak. 

I  do  not  know  Dr.  Eugene  Stockman. 
Undoubtedly  he  acted  in  the  belief  that  he 
was  "right.”  I  have  had  the  privilege  to 
know  and  work  under  James  Mac- 
Craken.  Visualize  a  person  who  with 
equal  understanding  could  uplift  the 
spirits  and  give  courage  to  three 
frightened  nurses  left  to  do  the  work  of  an 
original  eight  in  the  midst  of  war  and 
chaos  far  from  home;  guide  a  “novice” 
through  international  church  politics, 
steer  a  neutral  course  through  the 
power/  money  hungry  political  forces  of 
many  Third  World  countries  to  reach 
individual  hunger  and  poverty;  and 
conduct  an  executive  meeting  with 
fairness,  speed  and  decision  —  that  is 
Jim  MacCraken. 

Whatever  “source  close  to  the  issue” 
could  suggest  Mr.  McCraken  “did  not 
appreciate  fully  the  complex  issues 
facing  Third  World  countries,”  “did  not 
support  .  .  concerns  for  ‘justice, 
liberation  and  human  development,’  ”  or 


Student  reaction  of  the  late  '60s  was  not 
unrelated  to  the  perception,  however 
intuitive,  that  the  university  in  America 
had  become  a  growth  industry,  related  to 
government  and  business  goals, 
dedicated  to  research  in  military  and 
industrial  areas,  and  decreasingly  in¬ 
terested  in  humane  letters,  wisdom, 
social  policy,  and  the  welfare  of  the 
student. 

Understpod  in  this  way  and  com¬ 
plicated  b£  rage  over  the  endless  war  in 
Vietnam,  ^public  universities  became 
scenes  of  disorder,  and  the  resulting 
disenchantment  was  to  be  expected. 

The  church's  task:  recovering 
‘ministry*  of  higher  education 

In  this  context,  then,  the  private  school 
related  to  The  United  Methodist  Church 
must  re-evaluated.  It  is  time  for  the 
United  Methodist  Church  to  do  for  the 
20th  Century  what  it  did  for  the  19th 
Century  ;  that  is,  to  reshape  the  face  of 
American  higher  education  by 
recreating  institutions  that  value 
humane  letters,  provide  an  intersection 
between  knowledge  and  vital  piety,  and 
instruct  the  nation  in  the  proper  uses  of 
education. 

This  is  no  idle  rhetorical  task;  it  is  a 
fundamental  responsibility  under  the 
gospel.  The  recovery  of  the  “ministry”  of 
higher  education  is  the  task  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  in  this  decade. 

Critics  of  private  church-related 
higher  education  often  suggests  that  it  is 
time  for  the  church  to  get  out  of 
education  since  public  institutions  have 
preempted  the  field  with  regard  to  both 
lower  costs  and  better  educational  op¬ 
portunities.  The  cost  factor  is  important, 
but  increasingly,  the  gaps  between  public 
and  private  sectors  are  being  narrowed. 
Most  public  systems  are  more  expensive 
to  taxpayers  if  not  to  students,  and  this  is 
beginning  to  be  reflected  in  political 
decisions  regarding  the  future  of  those 
institutions. 

Recently,  public  universities  for  the 
first  time  have  begun  recruiting 
students,  a  practice  formerly  frowned 
upon,  and  are  now  in  direct  competition 
for  students.  State  schools  are  now  ac¬ 
tively  engaged  in  seeking  private 
philanthropic  funds,  thereby  invading 
the  basic  support  area  for  private 
education. 


that  “his  approach  was  too  simplistic”  is 
not  only  in  error  but  owes  a  fine  man  a 
humble  apology. 

Mattie  Tolley 
Oakland,  California 

Enlightened  treatment 
of  church  ills 
To  the  Editor: 

I  have  just  read  “Here  I  Stand”  by  Dr. 
C.  E.  Peeples  (TM/  UMR,  July  26).  His 
treatment  of  why  our  church  is  divided  is 
the  most  enlightened  study  I  have  read.  I 
have  to  agree  with  nearly  every  word  in 
it.  He  tells  us  a  lot  that  is  wrong  and  also 
some  ways  to  remedy  these  wrongs. 

I  particularly  like  his  statement  that 
what  we  need  is  a  faith  that  will  enable  us 
individually  to  trust  God  personally,  to 
accept  His  renewing  spirit  that  will 
challenge  us  to  achieve  worthwhile  social 
goals  in  a  practical,  common  sense  way. 

It  would  be  good  if  every  Methodist 
could  read  and  reread  this  article.  I 
believe  that  this  would  start  a  movement 
to  heal  and  unite  our  churches  and 
therefore  our  nation. 

Bill  E.  Blalock 
4  Hallsville,  Texas 

Failed  tofiive  address 

To  the  Editor: 

In  your  article  about  the  revitalized 
Methodist  Federation  for  Social  Action 
(TM/  UMR,  August  2)  you  failed  to  give 
a  mailing  address  for  the  new  executive 
director’s  office.  Would  you  have  that 
available  for  those  of  us  who  wish  to 
correspond  with  the  Rev.  George  D. 
McClain. 

Vernon  Schmid 
Paola,  Kansas 

EDITOR’S  NOTE:  Mr.  McClain’s 
office  address  is:  Shalom  House,  76 
Clinton  Avenue,  Staten  Island,  New  York 
10301. 

,4  tribute  to  Mr.  Mixon 

To  the  Editor: 

Except  for  the  changing  of  one  word, 
Shakespeare  wrote:  "How  sharper  than 
a  serpent's  tooth  it  is,  to  be  a  thankless 
child.”  Whether  we  believe  Mr.  Nixon 
sinned  or  was  sinned  against,  we  must 
concur  that  for  each  one  of  us  he 
experienced  many  worrisome  days  and 
nights. 

In  a  speech.  President  Ford  remarked: 


‘  Visions  for  the  church”  is  a 
continuing  series  of  messages  from 
church  leaders  at  the  national  and 
annual  conference  levels  to  TM/- 
UMR  readers. 

This  week’s  contributor  is  Dr.  F. 
Thomas  Trotter,  general  secretary 
of  United  Methodism’s  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry.  Dr. 
Trotter  may  be  contacted  for  further 
information  at  Box  871,  Nashville, 
Tennessee,  37202. 

Church-related  institutions 
have  unique  value 

A  significant  expection  of  the  private 
church-related'  college  has  been  the 
notion  that  something  of  value  is  to  be 
found  in  the  process  and  environment  of 
the  private  church-related  institution. 

A  recent  study  in  the  prestigious  series 
of  reports  of  the  Carnegie  Commission  on 
Higher  Education  suggests  that 
“diversity”  is  disappearing  from 
American  higher  education  because  of 
the  rapid  increase  of  large  state  in¬ 
stitutions.  "As  higher  education  has 
developed  in  this  country,  particularly 
over  the  past  20  years,  the  proportion  of 
students  who  have  a  full  and  rich  campus 
experience  has  gradually  been  reduced,” 
writes  C.  Robert  Pace  in  “The  Demise  of 
Diversity?” 

The  controlling  question  for  higher 
education  has  become,  “How  many 


Once  again  TM/  UMR  readers 
demonstrated  their  keen  interest  in  the 
Biblical  brainteaser  puzzles  we  run 
periodically. 

This  time  almost  500  entries  were 
received.  Nearly  all  contained  the 
correct  answer  from  Ezekiel  12:25  —  "I 
am  the  Lord:  I  will  speak,  and  the  word 
that  I  shall  speak  shall  come  to  pass;  it 
shall  be  no  more  prolonged.’' 

If  you  didn’t  mail  your  answer  the  day 
you  received  your  paper,  you  probably 
were  beaten  out  by  your  neighbors.  Even 
so,  we  had  more  winners  than  United 
Methodist  key  chains. 


“Since  our  former  President  brought 
peace  to  millions  of  people,  may  he  now 
find  peace  for  himself.”  In  one  report  the 
“tribute”  portion  was  omitted,  and  we 
hear  only  the  final  words:  "May  he  now 
find  peace  for  himself.”  This  infers  that 
Mr.  Nixon’s  deeds  are  so  black  that  he 
may  never  again  attain  peace  of  mind. 
Oh,  that  men  everywhere  could  acquire 
that  same  inner  strength  and  peace  so 
nobly  exhibited  by  Mr.  Nixon  during  the 
long  months  of  inhuman  harrassment. 

Glennis  McKay 

Oakland,  California 


programs  of  special  quality  can  the  in¬ 
stitution  afford?"  The  answer  is,  "Not 
many.”  The  “religious”  question  ought 
to  be,  “How  much  mediocrity  or 
sameness  can  higher  education 
tolerate?”  The  answer  is,  "Not  too  much 
for  the  good  of  the  nation.” 

The  distinctive  aspect  of  private 
colleges  has  been  their  vocation  to 
provide  an  environment  for  learning, 
involvement  in  campus  life,  faculty- 
academic-peer  relationships,  the 
achievement  of  personal  and  in¬ 
terpersonal  growth,  and  a  sense  of 
subsequent  care  for  civic,  cultural,  and 
religious  affairs. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  must 
ponder  its  profound  usefulness  to  society 
by  insisting  on  providing  institutions  of 
quality,  where  humane  and  religious 
values  are  presupposed  in  the  structure 
of  the  school,  where  the  goals  of 
education  have  to  do  with  shaping 
responsible  visions  of  national  morality 
and  responsibility  for  the  quality  of  life  in 
America  and  not  merely  technical 
competence. 

The  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry  expects  to  wrestle  with  these 
visions  and  to  call  United  Methodist 
people  to  a  new  commitment  to  higher 
education  in  this  century  where  easy  self- 
interest  dominates  our  political  life  and 
where  flatness  in  education  will  lead  us  to 
more  frightful  forms  of  political  and 
social  paralysis. 


So  with  an  eye  to  geography,  we  drew 
for  the  50  winners,  giving  readers  all  over 
the  country  a  fair  chance. 

Here  are  the  winners:  Mrs.  Bill  Tudor, 
Holton,  Kansas;  Mrs.  K.  I.  Langley, 
Tucumcari,  New  Mexico;  Lois  E.  Hooks, 
Preston,  Missouri;  C.  L.  Wagoner, 
Topeka,  Kansas;  John  R.  Fuss, 
Longview,  Texas;  Mrs.  Leroy  Dugan, 
Hannibal,  Missouri;  Linda  W.  Fisher, 
Hughson, California;  Mrs.  La verne  Seay, 
Littlefield,  Texas;  Charles  A.  Goddard, 
Chaffee,  Missouri;  Shirley  Miller,  River 
Ridge,  Louisiana. 

Mike  Griffin,  Aptos,  California;  Mrs. 
Bill  Hisey,  Amarillo,  Texas;  Arthur  M. 
Baker,  Belle  Chasse,  Louisiana;  Mrs. 
James  Darrell,  St.  Paul,  Minnesota; 
Gary  West,  Pasadena,  Texas;  Mrs. 
Luella  Carlin,  Lamar,  Colorado;  Laurel 
Toy,  Minneapolis,  Minnesota;  Mary  S. 
Modelist,  Houston,  Texas;  Charles  Fin¬ 
ney,  White  Lake,  South  Dakota;  John 
H.  Landrum,  Middleburg  Heights,  Ohio. 

Mrs.  Carl  Duehn,  Hector,  Minnesota; 
Alice  Dunn,  Ft.  Worth,  Texas;  Georgette 
Thompson  Cambridge,  Maryl^pd;  Jane 
E.  Myers,  Eliiersville,  Pennsylvania; 
Bessie  Brinson,  Dallas,  Texas;  Penny 
Bailey,  Dover,  Delaware;  H.  Barry 
Bossert,  Corry,  Pennsylvania;  Billy  C. 
Sherwood,  Gatesville,  Texas;  Mrs. 
Jennie  Keller,  Phoenix,  Arizona;  Mrs. 
John  W.  Everett,  Indiana,  Pennsylvania; 
Mark  Cherry.  Cleburne.  Texas. 

JoAnn  Jamison,  Raven,  Virginia; 
Helen  M.  Churchill,  Woodbury,  Ten¬ 
nessee;  Mrs.  John  H.  Loftin,  Aransas 
Pass,  Texas;  R.  E.  Carter,  Shreveport, 
Louisiana;  Cara  Bonner,  Bullard,  Texas; 
Mrs.  John  N.  Winstead,  McEwen, 
Tennessee;  Mrs.  Henry  Keller, 
Nacogdoches,  Texas;  Charles  O.  Dodd, 
Homestead,  Florida;  H.  B.  Butler, 
Franklin,  Texas;  Lori  Crick,  Eagleville, 
Tennessee;  Louine  Noble,  Austin,  Texas; 
Mrs.  Richard  B.  Anderson,  Winter  Park, 
Florida. 

Mrs.  Will  Scott,  Palestine,  Texas;  Mrs. 
L.  A.  Sprekelmeyer,  Tulsa,  Oklahoma; 
Mrs.  W.  L.  Crews,  Gonzales,  Texas; 
Theresa  Goode,  Tulsa,  Oklahoma ;  Susan 
Taft,  Pittsburg,  Texas;  Sara  Ber- 
tramsen,  Albuquerque,  New  Mexico; 
Mrs.  Eleanor  D.  Ross,  Victoria,  Texas. 
—  SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 


Classified 

Hate:  25c  per  word,  figure  or  Initial  per  In- 

1  section.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on 

contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  In  advance.  Minimum  charge  of  $6.25 
Service  charge  or  blind  ads  $1.00  per  Insertion 

WANTED:  Full-time  education  or  youth 
director,  or  associate  pastor  who  would  also 
work  with  youth  In  church  of  1100  members. 
Salary  negotiable.  Send  full  personal  resume 

'  HOLY  LAND.  EGYPT.  TURKEY  —  Four 

Methodist.  220  Reading  Ave..  Texarkana, 
Texas.  75501. 

N.  Y..  October  5.  First  Class.  Call  or  write  for 
j!  brochure:  Bess  Loudermilk,  3339  Milton. 

Dallas.  Texas  75205.  Phene  (214)  363-2692. 

RESCUE  MISSION  MINISTRY:  Has  the  Lord 
called  you  to  the  Rescue  Mission?  The 
Assistant  Superintendent's  position  Is  open  at 

INNER  CITY  LAY  evangelist  filled  with  the 
Spirit  available  for  preaching  at  weekend 

Oklahoma  City.  Okla.  73125.  If  Interested 
please  write  or  call  telephone  (405  )  232-2709. 

services.  Certified  Associate  Evengellst  by  the 
National  Association  of  United  Methodist 
Evangelist.  Donation  plus  traveling  expenses. 
Write:  Ms.  Imagene  Stewart.  328-14th  Street 
N.E..  Washington  D.  C..  20002.  or  phone  (202) 
547-6549. 

REFORMATION  HERITAGE  TOUR  to 
England.  France.  Germany.  Netherlands  with 
Bishop  and  Mrs  McFerrln  Stowe.  Nine  days 
beginning  April  7.  1975,  from  Dallas.  $649.  For 

NEW  IDEAS  for  the  advancement  of 
Christianity:  World  Martyologtcal  Center: 

Texas  79567.  (915)-754-5213. 

Christ-Worshlp  for  total  humanity.  Including 
non-Chrtstlan  religions.  The  Symbolical  World 
President.  The  Symbolical  Parliament  of 
Mankind.  The  Modernized  Diptych.  Read  the 

Dew  Drop,  25  cents.  Bennett  William  Palmer. 
Editor,  15  S.  Second  Street.  Haines  City  Fla., 

CONFERENCE  BUSINESS  MANAGER- 
TREASURER:  The  Callfornla-Nevada  Con¬ 
ference  has  this  position  open.  Apply  to:  Mel 
Brown.  1149  Jamestown  Dr..  Sunnyvale,  Cal. 

94067. 

A  UNIQUE  OPPORTUNITY.  A  successful 
retired  salesman  or  minister  to  represent  one 
of  America's  fastest  growing  religious  radio 

SWAP:  Summer  trailer  space  In  Pennsylvania 
for  Winter  space  In  South.  Neal  Roswell  -  RD  1 
-  Saegertown.  Pennsylvania.  16433. 

Income  potential.  If  Interested,  write, 
Methodist  Hour.  Box  77.  Orlando.  Florida 

32607 

Cushions  For 

HOMEPARENTS  NEEDED  for  child  care. 
These  are  full  time  positions  for  married 
couples  with  no  dependents.  In  addition  to 
salary,  we  provide  meals,  laundry  service, 
living  quarters  while  on  duty,  sick  leave;  also 
Insurance  and  retirement  programs  are 
available.  Applicants  must  be  non-smokers, 
non-drinkers,  high  school  graduate,  preferably 
with  college  training.  These  positions  can 
provide  very  rewarding  experiences.  Please 
contact  the  personnel  Department.  Methodist 
Home.  1U1  Herring  Ave..  Waco.  Texas  76706 

COMFORT  AND  BEAUTY 

AT  PRICES  YOU 

CAN  AFFORD 

Flowers  Cushion 
Service 

Keene,  Texas  76059 

Phone 

(817)  MI 5-9203 

Readers  react  to  varied  summer  news 


On  die TM/lIMR  beui 

Some  500 persons  vied 
for  the  50  key  chains 


J 
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Pastor  says  of  resignation 


TIIK  I'NITKI)  MKTHODIST  HI  .I'OKTKK 


Nation  to  blame 


WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (RNS)  -  The 
pastor  of  the  Metropolitan  Memorial 
United  Methodist  Church  here,  where 
former  President  Nixon  and  his  family 
worshipped  at  one  time,  said  all 
Americans  share  the  responsibility  for 
the  events  which  led  to  the  President’s 
resignation. 

“The  office  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States  does  not  belong  to  one  man, 
but  to  all  the  people,”  Dr.  William  A. 
Holmes  told  the  congregation  in  an  ex¬ 
temporaneous  Sunday  morning  sermon 
(July,  11). 

“That  means  to  some  extent  the 
resignation  of  a  President  is  my 
resignation,  tco,  and  the  events  which 
occasioned  the  impeachment  process 
were  my  events.” 

Dr.  Holmes  asserted  that  “to  the  extent 
that  the  people  of  the  United  States  feel 
that  Richard  Nixon  has  let  them  down, 
then  to  that  extent,  for  their  own  soul’s 
sake,  the  people  of  the  United  States  need 
to  find  mercy  and  forgiveness  for 
Richard  Nixon.” 

The  Nixons  attended  Metropolitan 
Memorial  during  the  Eisenhower 
Administration  when  Mr.  Nixon  was  Vice 
President.  At  that  time,  Dr.  Edward  G. 
Latch,  now  chaplain  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  was  pastor. 

Tricia  Nixon  Cox  and  Julie  Nixon 
Eisenhower  were  members  of  the 
church’s  Brownie  troop  and  its  junior 
choir.  The  Nixons  attended  Metropolitan 
Church  “quite  regularly,”  according  to 
Dr.  Latch,  who  conduct pd  the  marriage 


ceremony  of  Tricia  and  Edward  F.  Cox  in 
1971. 

As  President,  Mr.  Nixion  did  not  attend 
a  Washington  church,  but  inaugurated 
the  custom  of  having  services  in  the  East 
Room  of  the  White  House. 

In  his  sermon,  Dr,  Holmes  said,  “I  am 
aware  that  Richard  Nixon  and  his  family 
were  active  for  several  years  in  the  life  of 
this  congregation.  Some  members  of  our 
congregation  knew  the  humanity  of  the 
Nixon  family  on  a  personal  basis. 

“I  can  think  of  nothing  more  ap¬ 
propriate  .  .  .  than  to  try  and  interpret 
the  events  of  last  week  from  a  Christian 
point  of  view.” 

Dr.  Holmes  based  his  sermon  on  Isaiah 
6:1-8,  which  includes  the  passages: 
“  .  .  .And  I  said:  'Woe  is  me!  For  I  am 
lost;  for  I  am  a  man  of  unclean  lips,  and  I 
dwell  in  the  midst  of  a  people  of  unclean 
lips;  for  my  eyes  have  seen  the  king,  the 
Lord  of  hosts! 

“Then  flew  one  of  the  seraphim  to  me, 
having  in  his  hand  a  burning  coal  .  .  And 
he  touched  my  mouth,  and  said :  ‘Behold, 
this  has  touched  your  lips;  your  guilt  is 
taken  away,  and  your  sin  forgiven’  ...” 

Dr.  Holmes  said  “we  can  see  God’s 
judgment  on  our  lives  these  last  few  days 
and  weeks.  I  am  less  interested  in  the 
editorial  debate  on  how  contrite  Richard 
Nixon  is. 

“But  I  am  interested  immensely  in  how 
contrite  we  are  ...  I  do  not  think  it  is  the 
time  to  separate  the  good  guys  from  the 
bad.” 


McGovern  calls  for 
new  moral  awakening 


sum  me r  in  l  Iip  country 


OGILBIE,  Minn.  —  Ruth  Duncan  [second  from  right]  joined  in  the  fun  with  the 
Eugene  Stobbs  family  as  her  summer  in  America  unfolded  on  a  farm  near  here.  Far 
from  the  violence  of  her  home,  Belfast,  Northern  Ireland,  Ruth  spent  a  six-week 
holiday  as  a  guest  of  this  United  Methodist  family.  She  was  one  of  120  children 
whisked  from  the  Irish  capital  to  the  American  Midwest  in  a  summer  project 
sponsored  by  the  Rotary  Club  of  Hibbing,  Minn.  Living  on  a  farm  and  playing 
baseball  were  foreign  to  the  city  gal  at  first,  but  by  the  end  of  the  visit  it  all  seemed 
like  old  hat. 

INFOSER  V-  new  information  help 


WAGNER,  S.D.  (RNS)  —  In  a  sermon 
preached  at  First  Methodist  Church 
here,  Sen.  George  McGovern  (D-S.D.) 
declared  that  in  a  sense  “Watergate  is 
not  just  the  tragedy  of  some  men  but  the 
trial  of  a  whole  society.” 

The  United  Methodist  layman,  who 
once  studied  for  the  ministry,  said  that 
“we  must  learn  from  it  (Watergate)  the 
larger  lessons  of  moral  life  —  that 
government,  too,  must  be  guided  by 
faith,  that  we  must  have  a  fundamental 
stirring  of  our  moral  and  spiritual 
values.” 

Such  an  awakening,  he  said,  “can  free 
us  from  a  relentless  devotion  to  material 
affluences,  vith  too  much  for  some 
citizens  and  too  little  for  others.  It  can 
free  us  from  a  blind  trust  in  armed  might 
(and)  from  a  dogmatic  faith  in  salvation 
through  technology.” 

Sen.  McGovern,  who  was  the 
Democratic  Presidential  nominee  in 


10  Commandments  of 
the  road  given  motorists 


RALEIGH,  N.C.  (RNS)  -  Pastors 
across  North  Carolina  have  been  asked 
by  the  state  to  promote  “10  Com¬ 
mandments  of  the  Road”  as  part  of  a 
Traffic  Safety  Sabbath  Weekend. 

“Thou  shalt  remember  the  Sabbath 
day,  with  its  promise  of  eternal  life,  but 
be  not  too  eager  to  enter  into  it  at  90  miles 
an  hour,”  says  the  fourth  of  the  com¬ 
mandments,  prepared  by  the  North 
Carolina  Motor  Vehicles  Department. 

Traffic  Safety  Sabbath  is  part  of  an 
annual  campaign  to  “correlate  our 
religious  responsibility  in  helping  defray 
the  slaughter  on  highways,”  according  to 
Boyd  C.  Miller  Jr.,  commissioner  of 
motor  vehicles. 

Mr.  Miller  believes  that  the  efforts  of 
religious  leaders  can  help  reduce  the 
highway  death  and  injury  toll.  The 
Sabbath  Safety  Campaign  is  observed 
prior  to  Labor  Day. 

The  “10  Commandments  of  the  Road” 
were  part  of  a  packet  of  material  sent  to 
all  clergymen.  The  other  com¬ 
mandments  are: 

“Thou  shalt  not  have  any  other  gods 
before  thee,  neither  idolatry  of  a  long 
record  of  safe  driving,  nor  the  idea  that 
the  worship  of  thy  family  at  thy  side 
exempts  thee  from  trouble,  nor  yet  of  a 
godless  unconcern  for  sudden  death. 

“Thou  shalt  not  make  unto  thee  any 
image  before  thine  eyes  of  the  moon  in 
heaven,  or  of  scenic  wonders  of  sun- 
worshipers  on  earth  to  point  them  out, 
nor  of  the  innocent  appearance  of  the 
things  under  thy  foot,  for  the  inquiries  of 
the  fathers  that  do  so  shall  be  visited 
upon  the  children  in  broken  bones  and 
crushed  hopes  and  the  payment  of  the 
remaining  installments  on  the  car  to  the 
third  and  fourth  generation. 

“Thou  shalt  not  take  the  name  of  the 
traffic  officer  who  apprehends  thee  in 
vain  for  the  judge  will  not  hold  him 
guiltless  who  presents  no  other  defense 
than  profanity. 

“Honor  the  admonition  of  thy  father 
and  thy  mother  when  thou  considerest 
the  galmor  of  thy  surroundings,  that  thy 

Communicators 
hook-up  with 
regional  meets 

NEW  YORK,  N.Y.  (UMC)  —  Com¬ 
municators  from  across  the  United 
Methodist  Church  will  pool  their  ideas 
and  suggestions  during  an  un¬ 
precedented  hook-up  of  regional  and 
national  meetings  September  23-24. 

Meeting  simultaneously  in  New  York 
City  will  be  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Communications  (JCC),  the  governing 
body  of  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
munications,  and  the  United  Methodist 
Association  of  Communicators  (UMAC), 
a  group  of  United  Methodists  who  are 
either  professional  communicators  in  the 
secular  field  or  who  are  employed 
communications  workers  or  volunteers 
within  the  denomination.  The  JCC  will 
begin  its  meeting  late  September  22. 
UMAC  will  be  hosting  simultaneous 
regional  events  in  Palm  Springs,  Calif., 
Dallas,  Tex.,  Nashville,  Tenn.,  and 
Evanston,  Ill. 

Participants  in  the  four  regional 
meetings  will  be  able  to  listen  and 
respond  via  a  speaker-phone  hook-up  to 
several  presentations  in  New  York  in¬ 
cluding  addresses  by  Federal  Com¬ 
munications  Commission  Chairman 
Richard  Wiley  and  Dr.  Roy  M.  Fisher, 
dean  of  the  School  of  Journalism, 
University  of  Missouri,  Columbia. 

Participants  in  all  five  locations  will 
view  a  30-minute  videotaped  annual 
report  of  the  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
munications  agency  and  will  be  able  to 
dialogue  with  the  staff. 

Central  communications  concerns 
developed  in  each  of  the  five  meetings 
will  be  used  by  the  JCC  in  selecting 
major  goals  for  its  work  during  the  1976- 
80  quadrennium. 


days  may  be  long  upon  the  land  which  thy 
parents  sacrificed  to  give  thee. 

“Thou  shalt  not  kill,  neither  upon  the 
left  hand  side  of  the  road  nor  upon  the 
right,  nor  even  by  demanding  thine  own 
privileges,  for  the  one  who  may  get  killed 
may  be  thyself  and  thou  wilt  be  as  dead 
as  though  thou  were  wrong. 

“Thou  shalt  not  commit  adulteration 
by  mixing  alcohol  with  thy  gasoline  nor 
by  demonstrating  a  double  standard  of 
road  morality,  nor  by  looking  upon  a  new 
speed  record  to  lust  after  it. 

"Thou  shalt  not  steal  a  sneak  on  a  red 
light,  nor  around  a  road  curve,  nor  the 
right  of  thy  neighbor  to  bring  his  family 
home  alive. 

“Thou  shalt  not  bear  false  witness 
when  thou  are  paged  on  the  highway  for 
the  officer  hath  paced  thee  for  many 
miles  hoping  to  identify  thee  before  the 
ambulance  taketh  thee  away. 

“Thou  shalt  not  covet  the  place  ahead 
of  thy  neighbor,  nor  his  space  on  the 
other  side  of  the  white  line,  nor  his 
horsepower,  nor  his  smirk  as  he  passes 
thee,  nor  his  date  with  the  mortician,  nor 
anything  that  is  thy  neighbor’s.” 


Church  begins  nationwide  telephone  service  in  October 

to  help  local  church  leaders  in  particular  pre-arranged  time.  Or,  ,f 
get  the  help  they  need  and  get  it  quickly,” 
he  said.  The  JCC,  like  all  church  agen¬ 
cies,  is  composed  of  elected  lay  and 
clergy  members  from  across  the 
denomination.  Top  staff  executive  for 
United  Methodist  Communications  is  Dr. 

Curtis  A.  Chambers,  Evanston,  Ill. 

INFOSERV  joins  three  other  United 
Methodist  information  services: 

CURRIC-U-PHONE,  operated  by  the 
Boards  of  Publication  and  Discipleship; 

EXIS,  a  subscription  service  operated  by 
the  Board  of  Discipleship;  and  Telephone 
Information  Service,  operated  by  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  for  specified 
mission  leaders. 

Director  of  INFOSERV  is  veteran 
UMC  staff  member  the  Rev.  Sam  S. 

Barefield,  a  member  of  the  Mississippi 
Conference.  New  associate  director  is 
Dr.  Peggy  West,  a  recent  graduate  of 
the  University  of  Arkansas. 

INFOSERV  will  be  located  in  the  of¬ 
fices  of  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
munications  in  Nashville.  With  the 
cooperation  of  boards  and  agencies  of  the 
church,  an  “information  bank”  is  being 
created  with  descriptions  of  programs, 
projects,  and  resources  of  all  kinds. 

Mr.  Barefield  explains  how  calls  will 
be  handled:  “When  persons  call,  IN¬ 
FOSERV  workers  will  locate  materials 
that  relate  to  their  questions  and  relay 
the  information  to  them.  If  helpful  in¬ 
formation  is  not  already  gathered,  a 
search  will  be  made  and  the  information 
given  when  the  questioner  calls  at  a  later 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMC)  — 
Everything  you’ve  always  wanted  to 
know  about  the  United  Methodist  Church 
but  didn’t  know  who  to  ask!  Well,  not 
quite,  but  help  is  on  the  way. 

Beginning  October  1,  leaders  from 
across  the  denomination  are  being  in¬ 
vited  to  use  INFOSERV,  a  free  nation¬ 
wide  telephone  service  to  get  quick  an¬ 
swers  to  their  questions  or  simply  to 
register  their  opinions. 

Sponsored  by  United  Methodist 
Communications  in  cooperation  with 
boards  and  agencies  of  the  church,  IN¬ 
FOSERV  is  being  designed  to  simplify 
the  procedure  for  church  leaders  to 
obtain  quick  information  and  help  they 
need. 

Because  of  the  unpredictable  volume  of 
calls  during  the  opening  phase  of  IN¬ 
FOSERV,  the  telephone  number  is  being 
distributed  first  to  church  leaders 
through  the  October  issue  of  the 
denominational  program  journal,  “The 
Interpreter.”  Following  the  early  ad¬ 
justment  stage  it  is  hoped  that  the 
number  can  be  distributed  widely  and  all 
United  Methodists  be  invited  to  use  the 
service. 

INFOSERV  resulted  from  a  two-year 
planning  process  whereby  the  30- 
member  Joint  Committee  on  Com¬ 
munications,  governing  body  of  United 
Methodist  Communications,  established 
the  rapid  phone  information  system  as  its 
number  one  priority. 

Thomas  P.  Moore,  a  Bucyrus,  Ohio, 
radio  executive  who  heads  the  JCC,  calls 
the  program  an  innovative  and  practical 
response  to  an  increasing  need  for  quick 
information.  “Fron*  the  time  out 
Committee  was  organized  and  a  process 
of  planning  was  begun,  our  number-one 
concern  has  been  to  find  an  effective  way 


if  the  callers 
prefer,  INFOSERV  will  put  them  in 
touch  with  a  person  who  can  answer  their 
questions.  The  questions  asked  will 
contribute  to  the  completion  of  the  in¬ 
formation  bank  so  that  the  next  caller 
who  needs  the  same  information  will  find 
it  ready  and  waiting  when  he  or  she  asks 
for  it.” 

INFOSERV  will  not  be  just  a  question 
and  answer  service.  Persons  may  call  to 
state  a  concern,  pay  a  compliment,  or 
register  a  complaint  which  in  turn  will  be 
promptly  passed  on  to  the  appropriate 
person  or  agency.  If  the  callers  need  a 
resource  that  doesn’t  exist,  the  proper 
agency  will  be  alerted  to  that  need.  Thus, 
requests  from  churches  all  over  the 
nation  will  result  in  the  creation  and 
distribution  of  resources  that  are 
needed  for  local  planning. 

After  initial  experience  with  IN¬ 
FOSERV,  Mr.  Barefield  said  the 
possibilities  for  expanding  the  service 
are  almost  unlimited.  “It  could  be 
possible  to  link  the  national  system 
directly  to  area  or  conference  offices  or 
tie  in  with  such  mammoth  data-banks  as 
the  Library  of  Congress  or  the  ‘New  York 
Times,’  he  suggests.  “It  may  be 
possible  to  develop  telephone  line 
courses,  programmed  on  tape  for  leaders 
and  groups  to  dial  at  their  own  con¬ 
venience,  or  use  the  system  in  times  of 
crisis  so  that  callers  can  hear  a 
prominent  leader  describe  the  situation 
and  suggest  options  for  responsible 
action.” 


President  Ford  asked 
to  talk  to  church  leaders 


‘Wild  scene’ 

Church  mixes  people 


By  WILMAR  THORKELSON 
Special  to  the  TM/UMR 

MINNEAPOLIS  —  “A  wild  scene”  is 
how  the  senior  pastor  of  Park  Avenue 
United  Methodist  church  here  described 
a  Soul  Liberation  Festival  which  his 
church  sponsored  Aug.  4-11. 

In  his  22  years  at  Park  Avenue,  Dr.  C. 
Philip  Hinerman  said,  he  had  “never 
seen  the  suburban  world  and  the  inner 
city  world  mix  so  much  together  in  a 
melting  pot.” 

Pushers,  pimps  and  prostitutes  mixed 
with  church  people,  he  added. 

Dr.  Hinerman  said  that  the  festival, 
held  nightly  on  the  church  parking  lot 
and  on  two  blocked-off  adjoining  streets, 
drew  people  from  the  neighborhood  who 
would  never  go  inside  the  church. 

In  recent  years,  the  residential  make¬ 
up  of  the  area  around  the  church  has 
shifted  from  predominantly  white  to 
predominantly  black. 

Although  the  church’s  membership  is 
only  about  20  percent  black,  some  of  its 
programs  are  as  much  as  95  percent 
black  and  others  90  percent  white. 

The  racial  mix  at  the  liberation  festival 
was  about  half  white  and  half  black 
according  to  the  Rev.  Arthur  Erickson, 
the  church’s  youth  pastor  who  arranged 
the  festival. 

Mr.  Erickson  had  the  festival  talent 
lined  up  for  a  Good  News  youth  con¬ 
vention  in  Houston,  Tex.,  but  that 
gathering  of  United  Methodist 
evangelicals  was  canceled  in  January 
during  the  height  of  the  energy  crunch. 

Mr.  Erickson  then  moved  the  program 
to  Minneapolis. 

Each  session  of  the  festival  included 
about  40  minutes  of  gospel  rock  music 
presented  by  “Soul  Liberation  II,”  a 
group  from  New  York  associated  with 
black  evangelist  Tom  Skinner.  The  group 
is  made  up  of  seven  black  musicians— six 
young  men  and  a  young  woman. 

Its  black-oriented  music  “com¬ 
municated  to  our  black  community,”  Mr. 
Erickson  observed. 

Each  session  opened  about  20  minutes 
of  singing  led  by  Joe  White,  the  black 
director  of  a  program  in  Chicago  called 
“Right  On  Wheels,”  aimed  at  helping 
black  churches  develop  leadership. 

Gospel  songs  such  as  “Fill  My  Cup,” 
and  “You  Better  Hold  On”  were  sung. 

Speaking  at  each  session  was  Jim 
DiRaddo  of  the  Manhattan  Christian 
Youth  Services  of  New  York,  a  coun¬ 
seling  center,  who  is  white. 

An  invitation  was  extended  to  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  audience  to  “rap  out”  the 
issues  presented  in  the  talks  following 


each  session. 

This  was  done  in  a  coffee  room  at¬ 
mosphere  in  the  church  basement.  As 
many  as  150  young  people  attended  those 
sessions,  Mr.  Erickson  noted. 

The  first  session  of  the  festival  on 
Sunday  night,  Aug.  4,  drew  more  than  500 
persons.  Attendance  at  subsequent  week 
night  sessions  averaged  about  400  except 
for  the  Thursday  night  meeting  which 
competed  with  former  president  Nixon’s 
televised  resignation.  It  drew  about  150 
persons. 


Poem  of  the  Week 

Help  me  carry  on 

By  MARY  A.  OWENS 
One  by  one,  my  dreams,  they  fade 
Like  faint  stars  in  the  dawn. 

Dear  Lord,  let  me  be  not  afraid, 

But  help  me  carry  on. 

Others  too,  have  passed  this  way, 

Their  dreams  of  youth  were  gone. 

You  gave  them  strength,  Lord, 
Strengthen  me,  and  help  me  carry  on. 

My  dreams,  I  know  were  not  £our  plan; 
I  cherished  them  so  long. 

Dear  Lord,  if  you  will  hold  my  hand 
Then  I  can  carry  on. 

Episcopal  women 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  An  invitation  to 
President  Gerald  Ford  to  hold  meetings 
with  U.S.  religious  leaders  was  made 
here  by  the  head  of  the  Lutheran  Church 
in  America. 

Dr.  Robert  J.  Marshall,  who  was  in 
West  Berlin  for  a  World  Council  of 
Churches  meeting,  extended  the  in¬ 
vitation  in  a  letter  released  by  his  office. 

It  was  one  of  a  number  of  messages  on 
cooperation  between  the  new  Adminis¬ 
tration  and  religious  organizations  sent 
to  the  White  House. 

“When  you  were  a  member  of 
Congress,”  Dr.  Marshall  said  to  Mr. 
Ford,  “you  were  generous  with  your  time 
in  twice  accepting  the  invitation  to 
breakfast  with  ,  the  chief  executives  of 
several  Protestant  denominations. 

“I  hope  you  may  find  the  opportunity  to 
consult  with  this  group  in  the  near  future. 
Although  such  a  meeting  might  not  bring 
full  agreement,  all  of  us  can  benefit  from 
understanding  each  other.” 

Seymour  Graubard,  national  chairman 
of  the  Anti-Defamation  League  of  B’nai 
B’rith,  offered  President  Ford  his 
organization’s  support  in  efforts  to  lead 
the  country  “to  its  highest  ideals,  its 
preservation  of  civil  liberties  and  its 
international  security." 

Dr.  Joseph  H.  Evans,  secretary  of  the 
United  Church  of  Christ,  said  he  believed 
the  American  people  will  rally  to 
President  Ford,  who  is  an  Episcopal 
layman  known  for  his  strong  personal 
faith. 

Elmer  Winter,  president  of  the 
American  Jewish  Committee,  said  he 


was  confident  that  Mr.  Ford  will  continue 
the  peace-keeping  initiatives  of 
President  Nixon. 

“The  country  will  surely  now  rally 
behind  President  Ford  and  prove  once 
again  that  the  American  people  have  the 
capacity  for  meeting  unprecedented 
challenges  and  for  reconciliation." 

Dr.  Marshall  said  that  the  new 
President  “wisely  emphasized  at  the 
very  outset  continuation  of  the  foreign 
policy  which  has  given  America  a 
position  of  initiative  for  peace  and  of  new 
friendship  and  partnership  within  the 
family  of  nations.” 

One  of  Mr.  Ford’s  first  acts  —  even 
before  he  was  sworn  in  as  the  38th 
President  —  was  to  announce  that  Dr. 
Henry  Kissinger  would  remain  as 
Secretary  of  State. 

The  Rev.  W.  Sterling  Cary,  president  of 
the  National  Council  of  Churches,  said 
that  “we  as  a  people  must  give  to  Gerald 
Ford  our  very  best  in  order  that  in  God’s 
goodness  he  can  give  to  us  his  very  best.” 

A  role  for  churches,  voluntary  agencies 
and  the  public  media  in  the  future  federal 
governmental  process  was  urged  by 
various  religious  leaders. 

“Where  conflict  and  the  wounds  of 
conflict  still  exist,”  Dr.  Marshall  said  in 
his  letter  to  Mr.  Ford,  “you  will  have 
difficult  decisions  to  make  which  we  may 


1972,  asserted  that  “we  must  look  into  our 
souls  to  find  the  way  out  of  the  crisis  of 
our  society.  As  was  so  often  true  for  the 
people  of  God  in  Biblical  days,  we  must 
heed  the  words  of  the  prophets.” 

He  said  there  are  “encouraging  signs 
in  our  land  that  we  are  undergoing  a  new 
‘awakening’  .  .  .Within  the  institutional 
church  and  outside  of  any  traditional 
religious  framework,  we  witness  a 
spiritual  quest  of  increasing  un¬ 
certainty.” 

According  to  the  South  Dakota 
legislator,  who  is  running  for  re-election 
this  year,  "even  those  who  are  uncertain 
about  where  this  search  should  end  are 
certain  of  the  need  to  seek  the  deeper 
truth.  Others  wander  through  an  inner 
wilderness  to  find  their  faith.” 

He  maintained  that  the  meaning  of  true 
leadership  “is  not  expressed  in  power, 
fame  and  honor,  but  in  the  washing  of 
dusty  feet.  We  know  that  ‘he  who  saves 
his  life  will  lose  it.’  ” 

Sen.  McGovern  noted  that  “America 
was  founded  as  part  of  a  spiritual 
pilgrimage.  It  was  born  in  a  noble  vision 
of  human  existence.  The  first  settlers 
named  their  land  New  England  because 
they  hoped  to  found  a  new  order  ...  I 
believe  we  can  still  deal  truly,  and 
righteously,  with  the  great  gifts  that  have 
been  ours  since  the  time  the  Puritans 
reached  these  shores.” 

In  this  context,  he  asked,  “What  is  your 
responsibility  and  mine?  Micah  asked 
and  answered  the  same  question  in  a 
verse  I  have  remembered  since  my 
childhood,  and  turned  back  to  ever  since : 
‘What  doth  the  Lord  require  of  thee,  but 
to  do  justly  and  to  love  mercy  and  to  walk 
humbly  with  thy  God?’  (Micah  6:8)” 

Head  of 
lawyers  is 
for  amnesty 

HONOLULU  (RNS)  —  The  President 
of  the  American  Bar  Association,  who  is 
a  United  Methodist  layman,  called  here 
for  amnesty  for  Vietnam  war  era  draft 
resisters  and  military  deserters. 

“A  citizen  of  a  free  country  should  not 
be  forced  to  fight  in  a  war  that  neither 
he  nor  his  elected  representatives  chose 
to  initiate  or  declare,”  Chesterfield  H. 
Smith  of  Lakeland,  Fla.  told  6,000  at¬ 
torneys  attending  the  bar  association 
annual  meeting. 

Mr.  Smith,  took  the  position  advocated 
by  many  religious  leaders.  “Shall  we 
punish  forever  those  who  from  con¬ 
science  protested  their  own  forced  in¬ 
volvement”  (in  the  war)?  he  asked. 

“I,  as  a  full-fledged  Monday-morning 
quarterback,  do  have  substantial 
sympathy  for  those  who  turned  out  to  be 
right  about  the  war  long  before  I  was,” 
said  the  head  of  the  185,000-member  bar 
association. 

Mr.  Smith  did  not  feel  that  resisters 
should  be  “retroactively  honored”  but  he 
advocated  “full  rehabilitation.”  He  said 
he  would  support  unconditional  or  con¬ 
ditional  amnesty,  alternate  service  or 
“any  other  plan  which,  in  whole  or  in 
part,  resolves  our  dilemma." 

An  ABA  resolution  supporting  amnesty 
was  not  expected  to  be  adopted  in 
Honolulu.  The  strongest  measure  before, 
delegates  was  one  supporting  the 
creation  of  a  review  board  that  could 
grant  amnesty,  on  an  individual  basis,  in 
return  for  two  years  of  alternate  national 
service. 

Mr.  Smith  said  a  review  board  would, 
at  best,  be  “only  a  limited  solution  to  a 
moral  abdication  of  the  right  of  full 
repatriation  of  those  who  reacted  to  the 
draft  out  of  conscience.” 

The  attorney  said  there  are  up  to, 
200,000  war  resisters  and  deserters  living 
abroad  as  exiles  or  in  the  U.S.  as 
fugitives. 

Mr.  Smith  also  backed  exoneration  of 
all  ex-servicemen  who  came  out  of  the 
Vietnam  War  with  less  than  honorable; 
discharges. 

Methodist  giving 


hope  will  lead  to  peace  in  the  troubled  #  _ 

areas  and  to  reconciliation  among  our  to  national 

own  people. 

He  added  that  government  and  the 
churches  “have  reason  to  be  concerned 
with  morality,  justice  and  the  welfare  of 
people.” 


Ordination  declared  not  valid 


CHICAGO  (RNS)  —  The  House  of 
Bishops  of  the  Episcopal  Church 
declared  here  that  the  ordinations  of  11 
women  deacond  to  the  priesthood  on  July 
29  were  “not  valid.” 

By  a  large  majority  of  those  present 
and  voting,  the  bishops  ruled  that  the 
Philadelphia  ceremony  did  not  meet  the 
necessary  conditions  for  the  ordination  of 
deacons  to  the  priesthood.  They  referred 
the  entire  matter,  including  any 
disciplinary  action  to  be  taken  against 
the  participants,  to  the  Church’s  Fall  1976 
General  Convention,  which  will  be  held  in 
Minneapolis. 

On  the  first  vote,  the  resolution  was 
adopted  with  137  votes  for,  three  against, 
and  one  abstention.  But  some  bishops 
later  said  they  had  not  understood  the 
resolution  to  be  a  flat  declaration  of  the 
invalidity  of  the  ordinations,  and 
changed  their  positive  votes  to  negative 
votes. 


It  was  not  known  for  some  time  what 
the  final  vote  count  would  be,  but  it  was 
clear  that  the  resolution  had  passed  by  a 
large  majority. 

The  resolution  declared:  “The  House 
of  Bishops  in  no  way  seeks  to  minimize 
the  genuine  anguish  that  so  many  in  the 
church  feel  at  the  refusal  to  date  of  the 
church  to  grant  authority  for  women  to 
be  considered  as  candidates  for  or¬ 
dination  to  the  priesthood.  Each  of  us  in 
his  own  way  shares  in  that  anguish. 
Netierh  do  we  question  the  Sincerity  of 
the  motives  of  the  four  bishops  and  11 
deacons  who  acted  as  they  did  in 
Philadelphia. 

“Yet  in  God’s  work,  ends  and  means 
must  be  consistent  with  one  another. 
Furthermore,  the  wrong  means  to  reach 
a  desired  end  may  expose  the  church  to 
serious  consequences  unforeseen  and 
undesired  by  anyone.” 


Although  there  is  no  Episcopal  canon 
that  specifically  prohibits  the  ordination 
of  women  to  the  priesthood,  the  canons 
specifically  state  that  “No  deacon  shall 
be  ordained  priest  unless  he  be  fire 
recommended  by  the  standing  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  diocese  to  which  he 
belongs."  None  of  the  11  women  had 
received  such  a  recommendation. 

An  amendment  to  the  resolution  asked 
the  women  to  refrain  from  exercising 
priestly  functions  until  a  decision  is  made 
by  the  1976  General  Convention  as  to 
their  status.  Each  of  the  women’s 
diocesan  bishops  had  previously  made 
that  request  of  them. 

Earlier  during  the  two-day  special 
meeting,  Bishop  Harold  B.  Robinson  ol 
the  Diocese  of  Western  New  York 
presented  Presiding  Bishop  John  M. 
Allin  with  a  formal  list  of  charges  against 
three  of  the  four  bishops  who  had  par¬ 
ticipated  in  the  Philadelphia  ordinations. 


programs  up 

EVANSTON,  Ill.  (RNS)  —  United 
Methodist  giving  to  national-level 
programs  in  the  first  six  months  of  1974 
was  12.5  per  cent  more  than  in  the  same 
period  last  year. 

Figures  released  by  the 
denomination’s  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  here  showed  $26,386,860 
contributed  from  January  through  July, 
compared  with  $23,449,924  in  the  first  half 
of  1973. 

The  funds  involved  support  the  basic 
benevolence  programs,  including 
missions,  as  well  as  general  adi 
ministration  of  the  more  than  10  million- 
member  Church.  Giving  for  local 
congregations  and  regional  work  is  not 
included. 

Receipts  for  World  Service,  the  basic 
benevolence  fund,  in  the  first  six  months 
of  1974  was  up  fractionally  over  the  same 
period  in  1973,  or  $9.42  million  this  year 
compared  with  $9.34  million  last  year. 

A  23.6  per  cent  hike  in  giving  for  world 
mission  advance  specials  (“second-mile 
giving”)  was  recorded,  and  a  Black 
College  Fund  jumped  by  the  same  per¬ 
centage.  Increases  were  also  reported 
for  interdenominational  cooperation- 
ministerial  education,  the  support  of 
bishops  and  other  funds.  I 
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the  church  today 


Church  musicians 
placement  offered 

NEW  YORK  —  The  American  Guild  of 
Organists  (AGD)  has  inaugurated  a 
Church  Musicians  Placement  Service  for 
its  16.000  members  “As  the  service  is 
used  by  church  musicians,  and  as 
churches  register  their  openings  for 
organists  and/or  choir  directors,  the 
Guild  will  be  prov  iding  a  clearing  house 
that  has  long  been  needed,”  says  Charles 
Dodsley  Walker,  national  AGO  president 

AGO  members  interested  in  applying 
for  new  positions  fill  out  application 
forms  which  are  kept  on  file  at  national 
headqarters.  A  church  having  an  opening 
for  organist  or  choir  director  informs  the 
Guild,  qualified  applicants  then  are 
notified  bv  the  Guild  office.  They  then 
apply  directly  to  the  church. 

Only  positions  paying  $5,000  or  more 
per  year  will  be  registered- 

in  connection  with  the  Placement 
Service,  the  Guild  has  published  a 
booklet  with  information  for  persons 
responsible  for  hiring  an  organist  or 
choir  director  ‘The  Work  and  Com¬ 
pensation  of  the  Church  Musician”  is 
available  at  $1  per  copy  from  American 
Guild  of  Organists,  630  Fifth  Avenue, 
Suite  2010,  New  York,  NY  10020. 

Drug  meeting  slated 

WASHINGTON,  DC.  (RNS)  -  The 
National  Council  of  Churches  and  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  are  among  26  organizations 

Pastor  takes 
fire  in  stride 

SYCAMORE,  Ill.  (RNS)  —  The  Rev.  C. 
Alfred  Patten  lost  all  his  books  and 
sermon  notes  in  a  fire,  but  he  does  not 
find  it  a  complete  disaster. 

“You  find  other  resources,”  he  says. 
*Tve  always  felt  that  experience  is  the 
best  resource  you  have  anyway.” 

So  when  a  preacher  loses  his  library, 
says  Mr.  Patten,  he  looks  into  his  heart 
and  writing  sermons  becomes  a  matter 
of  the  preacher,  his  Bible  and  the  Lord. 

Mr.  Patten  and  his  wife  and  two 
children  were  moving  from  Chicago  after 
his  assignment  as  minister  of  the  United 
Methodist  church  here. 

They  drove  their  car  several  miles 
behind  the  moving  van  carrying  all  their 
belongings,  and  on  the  way  they  overtook 
ft.  The  van  had  caught  on  fire  and  90 
percent  of  their  possessions  were 
destroyed,  a  loss  they  estimated  at 
$26,000. 

The  Chicago  Lawn  United  Methodist 
church,  where  Mr.  Patten  had  served 
seven  years,  gave  them  another  “sub¬ 
stantial”  gift  in  addition  to  the  going- 
away  gift  already  presented. 

Bishop  Paul  Washburn  of  the  Northern 
Illinois  Conference  gave  Mr  Patten  a  12- 
volume  edition  of  The  Interpreter’s  Bible 
and  a  4-volume  edition  of  The  Inter¬ 
preter's  Bible  Dictionary.  He  also  wrote 
all  churches  of  the  conference  about  the 
loss  suffered  by  the  Pattens,  and  some 
assistance  resulted  from  that  letter. 

At  the  church  here,  Mr.  Patten  is 
serving  as  co-pastor  with  the  Rev.  F. 
Gales  Yrooman,  also  newly  assigned. 
This  was  the  first  occasion  in  the  con¬ 
ference  of  two  ministers  being  assigned 
to  a  parish  and  given  equal  status. 
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sponsoring  the  North  American  Congress 
on  Alcohol  and  Drug  Problems  later  this 
year  in  San  Francisco 

Heralded  as  the  largest  international 
forum  on  alcohol  and  other  drug 
problems  ever  held  in  this  country,  the 
Dec  12-18  conference  is  expected  to 
attract  3.000  specialists  in  the  field  from 
all  over  the  world 

Senator  Harold  E.  Hughes  (D-lowa),  a 
recovered  alcoholic  who  retires  from  the 
Senate  at  the  end  of  this  year  to  enter  full- 
time  work  with  the  International 
Christian  Leadership  Foundation  here,  is 
chairman  of  the  congress 

Director  of  minority 
career  development 

NASHVILLE  (UMC)  —  A  director  of 
minority  career  development  is  being 
sought  for  the  Office  of  Personnel  of  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry. 

The  candidate  must  be  an  ordained 
minority  person  with  some  experience  in 
local  church  ministries  and  minority 
issues  and  interests. 

According  to  the  job  description,  the 
staff  member  will  give  primary 
leadership  and  be  responsible  for;  1) 
developing  for  the  recruitment  of 
members  of  minority  groups  for  church 
occupations;  2)  assisting  local  churches, 
annual  conferences  and  general  church 
agencies  to  develop  training  programs 
for  minority  professionals  for  jobs  in 
churches  ,  3)  relating  programs  of  career 
planning  and  continuing  education  to 
minority  persons  in  professional  church 
occupations;  and  4)  organizing  Per¬ 
sonnel  Information  Services  for  minority 
persons  in  meeting  special  needs  across 
the  church. 

To  make  nominations  or  request  in¬ 
formation  write  Dr.  Richard  H.  Bauer, 
P-O.  Box  871,  Nashville,  Tenn.  37202. 

Needed:  new  words  for  God 

LOS  ANGELES  (EP>  —  “What  we 
really  need  are  some  new  words  in  our 
language  to  describe  Him,”  a  United 
Methodist  Church  pastor  recently  said  of 
God- 

Dr  Don  R  Boyd  assured  his 
congregation  in  a  recent  sermon  entitled, 
“Our  Mother  in  Heaven"  that  “Someday 
an  acceptable  word  will  be  invented.” 

The  Los  Angeles  clergyman  added 
that,  regardless  of  what  some  feminists 
maintain.  God  is  nobody’s  mother 
However,  God  is  not  exclusively  a 
“father.”  either,  a  story  in  the  Los 
Angeles  Times  quoted  Dr.  Boyd. 

God  is  a  universal  person,  “more  than 
masculine  or  feminine,  whom  no 
language  can  truly  encompass,”  the 
cleric  added.  He  saw  little  purpose  in 
substituting  the  feminine  for  the 
masculine  terms  in  such  things  as  the 
Lord’s  Prayer,  the  minister  said. 

Shinn  named  acting 
Union  president 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  Dr.  Roger 
Shinn,  a  theologian  and  professor  of 
social  ethics,  has  been  named  acting 
president  of  Union  Theological  Seminary 
here. 

He  will  assume  the  new  post  on  Sep¬ 
tember  5,  succeeding  Bishop  J.  Brooke 
Mosley,  an  Episcopal  prelate  who 
resigned  under  pressure  as  head  of  the 
non-denominational  school. 

Dr  Shinn  is  Reinhold  Niebuhr 
Professor  of  Christian  Ethics  at  Union, 
where  he  has  taught  since  1959.  He  was 
named  to  the  prestigious  chair  in  1970. 

In  accepting  the  acting  presidency,  Dr. 
Shinn  made  it  clear  that  he  considers 
teaching  his  vocation.  He  was  asked  to 
assume  the  top  administrative  post  by 
the  executive  committee  of  Union’s 
board  of  directors. 
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One  God ,  one  faith,  a  dozen  cultures 


OAHU.  Hawaii  -  If  you  are  the  pastor 
of  a  congregation  made  up  of  a  dozen 
different  ethnic  cultures,  do  you  try  to 
reflect  every  one  of  them  in  your  worship 
services0 

This  was  the  baffling  question  faced  by 
the  Rev.  David  C.  W  Kim,  when  he 
became  pastor  in  1970  of  the  Kahuku 
United  Methodist  Church  here 

Mr.  Kim.  a  Korean,  found  himself 
trying  to  minister  to  a  congregation  of 
Japanese,  Caucasians,  Filipinos, 
Hawaiians,  Samoans,  Fijians,  Tongans 
and  Chinese,  among  others.  All  were 
meeting  under  one  roof  as  United 
Methodists,  a  form  of  Protestantism  that 
came,  out  of  England  but  which  has 
spread  throughout  the  world  to  touch  all 
of  these  cultures. 

His  final  answer,  developed  in 
cooperation  with  his  members,  proved 
more  logical  and  simple  than  the 
question  Kahuku  Church  is  now 
basically  a  Hawaiian  church  in  Hawaii. 

A  bell  in  the  steeple  doesn’t  call  the 
worshippers  together.  A  conch  shell  is 
blown,  instead. 

The  hymnals  aren’t  printed  in  English. 
They're  printed  in  Hawaiian.  Women 
choir  members  don’t  wear  crimson  robes 
anymore.  They  wear  white  Hawaiian 
muumuus  and  flower  leis. 

The  selection  of  the  Hawaiian  culture 
as  the  common  thread  woven  into 
services  at  Kahuku  Church  represents 
more  than  a  simple  solution,  however. 
Mr  Kim,  along  with  others,  including  the 
Rev.  David  Harada  of  Kilohana  Church 
near  Honolulu,  are  concerned  that  the 
“perpetuation"  of  the  Hawaiian  culture 
not  be  confined  to  tourist  promotion 

As  Mr  Kim  says,  “we  use  the  words 
‘aloha’  and  ‘mahalo’  and  use  Hawaiian 
street  names,  but  the  Hawaiian  culture 
deserves  much  more.  The  Hawaiian 
language,  classically,  is  becoming  even 
hiore  dead  than  Latin." 

That  is  why  the  Kahuku  congregation 
uses  a  recently  published  hymnal, 
printed  by  the  Congregational  church, 


for  at  least  some  of  its  hymns.  Many  of 
fhe  hymns  found  in  the  Hawaiian  edition 
arc  similar  to  those  in  old  time 
songbooks  used  in  Protestant  churches, 
because  a  number  of  Hawaiian  hymns 
are  derived  from  those  brought  to  the 
islands  by  Christian  missionaries  150 
years  ago.  For  example:  “Bringing  in 
the  Sheep.” 

For  many  months,  too,  Mr.  Kim  invited 
a  retired  Congregational  minister,  Rev. 
Kanakanui,  to  come  to  the  church  each 
w  eek  to  conduct  a  class  in  the  Hawaiian 
language.  Twenty  persons  were  enrolled, 
including  Samoans,  Haoles,  Japanese, 
Koreans  and  Filipinos  as  well  as  part- 
Hawaiians,  until  the  Rev.  Mr.  Kanakanui 
became  ill  and  later  died.  His  passing 
was  symbolic  of  the  Hawaiian  language 
and  culture. 

Because  of  the  tradition  and  beauty  of 
the  Hawaiian  hula,  Mr.  Kim  has  already 
instituted  hula  classes  in  the  church, 
which  has  been  done  in  many  other 
United  Methodist  churches  in  Hawaii, 
and  out  of  it  has  growm  an  interpretation 
of  the  doxology  in  hula.  He  hopes  to  see 
the  Lord’s  Prayer  done  next,  and 
believes  that  there  is  a  place  in  other 
portions  of  the  worship  service  for  hula 
dancing.  “After  all,  the  Old  Testament  is 
full  of  dancing,”  he  notes. 

There  have  been  other  challenges  in 
Mr.  Kim’s  four  years  as  pastor  of 
Kahuku  Church.  One  is  the  rather 
delicate  relationship  he  must  maintain 
with  the  Mormon-owned  Polynesian 
Cultural  Center  and  the  Hawaii  Mormon 
College,  both  located  within  a  few  miles 
of  the  church.  Students  enrolled  at  the 
college  earn  their  tuition  by  working  at 
the  Cultural  Center,  along  with  a  number 
of  adults  who  are  among  the  performers 
for  tourists  at  the  Center.  Not  all  are 
Mormons,  however,  and  some  come  to 
Mr.  Kim  for  pastoral  services  or  join  in 
worship  at  the  United  Methodist  Church. 
He  feels  he  must  keep  the  door  open  to 
them  but  he  does  not  try  to  proselyte  any 
who  are  committed  to  the  Mormon  faith. 


WCC  delegates  fall 
into  prayer  after  report 


WEST  BERLIN  (RNS)  -  The  World 
Council  of  Churches’  Central  Committee, 
jolted  by  a  report  on  the  helplessness  of 
humanity  in  the  face  of  the  future,  fell 
into  silent  prayer  here. 

Overwhelmed  by  facts  and  figures  on 
rapidly  diminishing  food  and  other 
resources,  church  leaders  from  six 
continents  were  called  to  repentance. 

“There  is  a  sense  in  which  there  can  be 
no  discussion  of  this  situation,”  said  Dr. 
Philip  Potter,  the  council  general 
secretary,  responding  to  a  five-year 
study  on  “Science,  Technology  and  the 
Future  of  Man.  ” 

“We  feel  the  total  hopelessness,”  he 
said,  “yet  this  is  precisely  why  we  exist 
as  an  ecumenical  fellowship:  To  feel  this 
bleakness  in  our  very  souls  call  into 
question  our  very  existence  as 
Christians. 

“It  calls  us  to  repentance,  to  in¬ 
tercession,  to  dare,  to  act  and  yet  above 
all  it  forces  us  to  suffer  as  God  has  suf¬ 
fered  for  us  all." 

The  facts  that  moved  the  Central 
Committee  to  spontaneous  prayer  were 
presented  by  C.  I.  Itty,  director  of  the 
World  Council’s  Development  Com¬ 
mission,  and  Swedish  Ambassador  Olle 

A  sermon 
for  lunch 
anybody? 

SHREVEPORT,  La.  -  A  lay  family 
sometimes  talks  about  the  preacher’s 
sermon  over  the  Sunday  noon  lunch,  but 
think  of  criticizing  sermons  at  breakfast, 
lunch  and  dinner  —  and  inbetween  times 
as  well! 

That’s  what  happened  at  a  unique 
Pastor's  School  held  by  the  Louisiana 
Conference  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  here  recently  at  Centenary 
College. 

Some  150  sermons  were  preached  and 
evaluated  by  the  85  ministers  and  wives 
in  the  four-day  school.  Dr.  Merrill  R 
Abbey,  now  retired  from  14  years  as 
professor  of  preaching  at  Garrett 
Theological  Seminary,  served  as 
resource  leader  and  lecturer. 

Ministers  split  into  small  work  groups 
during  the  day  to  hear  and  analyze  each 
other’s  preaching.  Audio  tapes  were  used 
to  enable  the  ministers  to  listen  critically 
to  themselves. 

The  Rev  John  Johns  of  Bossier  City, 
La.,  dean  of  the  event,  said  that  added 
value  came  through  the  support  groups 
where  the  ministers  “learned  that  it  is 
OK  to  reveal  yourself,  and  where  blacks 
and  whites  came  to  accept  and  ap¬ 
preciate  the  other’s  style  of  preaching.” 

The  attendance  was  not  as  large  as 
usual,  “probably  because  the  thought  of 
being  analyzed  by  your  peers  is 
threatening  to  many  persons,”  suggested 
registrar  Howard  Milo,  Shreveport 
pastor. 

One  key  to  the  success  of  the  school, 
many  participants  felt,  was  the  full 
participation  by  the  presiding  bishop  and 
his  cabinet. 

Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield  said  that 
most  preachers  need  opportunity  to 
rethink  the  actual  techniques  of  com¬ 
municating  the  gospel  through 
preaching  “But  we  also  discovered,”  he 
continued,  “that  the  kindest  friends,  as 
well  as  the  severest  critics,  are  the 
oreachers  with  whom  we  associate  in  the 

'ference.” 


Dahlen,  chairman  of  the  Commission  of 
the  Churches  on  International  Affairs. 

The  world's  resources  have  reached  a 
dangerously  low  level,  Mr.  Itty  said. 
“The  present  level  is  not  adequate  for  the 
world’s  consumption  for  one  month,"  he 
added.  It  was  estimated  that  “the  poor 
countries  will  have  to  pay  $10  billion  for 
food  imports  this  year,  compared  with  $4 
billion  last  year.  A  number  of  poor 
countries  will  have  to  spend  a  good  part 
of  their  export  earnings  to  pay  their  food 

MU.” 

Ambassador  Dahlen  said  that  “one  of 
the  tasks  of  the  World  Council  is  to 
grapple  with  the  political  dimensions  of 
this  problem :  How  to  bring  about  a  new 
economic  order.  This  is  a  matter  of 
political  will.  Unless  it  is  accomplished 
soon,  we  are  convinced  that  world  peace 

peace  for  each  and  every  one  of  us  —  is 
in  danger.  " 

Earlier  the  committee  heard  Dr. 
Margaret  Mead,  the  anthropologist  from 
the  U.S.;  Professor  Andre  Dumas  of 
Paris  and  Father  Paul  Verghese  of  India 
report  on  a  conference  on  the  future  held 
earlier  this  year  in  Bucharest,  Rumania. 

Dr.  Mead  said  discusions  had  brought 
out  a  new  emphasis  on  the  quality  of  life 
and  on  recognizing  that  abstinence  can 
enrich  the  spirit.  This  means,  she  said, 
that  settlements  designed  to  conserve 
energy,  reduce  pollution  and  lessen  the 
drain  on  irreplaceable  resources  can  be 
viable  ways  of  life. 

Prof.  Dumas  said  he  belived  that 
scientists  have  ceased  to  think  of 
themselves  in  competition  with  Faith. 
Scientists  and  churchmen  are  obliged  to 
reflect  together  on  the  moral  and 
political  choices  that  can  assure  survival 
and  overcome  inequalities  between  rich 
and  poor  countries,”  he  continued. 

“Science  is  no  longer  morally  neutral 
and  Christian  faith  rediscovers  the 
exhortatory  meaning  of  its  confession  of 
the  world  as  the  good  creation  of  God,” 
the  Frenchman  said. 

In  Marxist  world 


Those  who  do  come  to  him  are  under 
pressures  at  the  college  and  the  Cultural 
Center  to  adopt  Mormonism  as  their 
religion,  and  they  come  to  the  United 
Methodist  Church  under  a  certain  degree 
of  tension. 

An  even  greater  challenge  has  been  the 
adjustments  that  have  had  to  be  made  in 
the  past  few  years  among  the  residents  of 
Kahuku,  which,  until  recently,  was  a 
sugar  refinery  community  But  the 
refinery  has  been  closed  and  the  chief 
employer  in  the  area  now  is  the  plush 
Kuilima  Hotel  on  the  windswept  north 
coast  of  Oahu. 

As  a  result,  Mr.  Kim  has  had  to  help  his 
members  “settle  down  emotionally,”  as 
he  puts  it,  “in  their  switch  from  cane 
fields  to  carpeted  lobbies.” 

He  was  offered  a  regular  Sunday  spot 
at  the  hotel  to  conduct  Protestant  ser¬ 
vices  for  the  hotel  guests,  but  declined  on 
the  premise  that  the  guests,  if  they 
wanted  to  attend  church,  should  do  just 
that.  As  a  result.  Kahuku  Church  has  had 
many  visitors  and  it  has  been  an 


enriching  experience  both  for  the 
congregation  and  for  the  hotel  guests. 

As  the  only  Korean  family  in  the 
church,  the  Kims  have  been  concerned 
about  their  acceptance  among  all  of  the 
other  ethnic  cultures  represented  in  the 
congregation.  Any  doubts  they  may  have 
had  were  dispelled  last  year  when 
David’s  wife,  Young  Jin,  became 
seriously  ill  and  had  to  be  hospitalized  for 
a  period  of  time,  and  then  faced  a  long 
convalescence  at  home.  The  care  she 
received,  and  the  care  given  to  their 
children,  Hannah  and  Chung,  was  a 
tangible  expression  of  love  and  concern 
that  has  meant  much  to  David  in  his 
ministry. 

He  says  that  Kahuku  “was  a  hard 
community  to  tackle,”  but  his  success  as 
the  United  Methodist  minister  in  Kahuku 
reflects  both  a  sensitivity  and  a  com¬ 
mitment  in  his  approach  to  the  multi¬ 
ethnic  needs  of  that  community. 

( Reprinted  from  Newspulse,  the  South¬ 
ern  California-Arizona  edition  of  the 
United  Methodist  Reporter.) 


Pastor  Kim  calls  his  flock  to  worship 

Faint  praise  offered 
90-year-old  Bultmann 


WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (RNS)  - 
Christianity  Today’s  qualified  praise  of 
Dr.  Rudolf  Bultmann  may  be  the  most 
unusual  gift  the  German  biblical  scholar 
receives  on  his  90th  birthday. 

An  August  16  editorial  in  the  con¬ 
servative  fortnightly  notes  it  is  “usual” 
for  Dr.  Bultmann’s  name  to  be  men¬ 
tioned  “only  negatively  in  conservative 
Christian  circles.” 

The  retired  Marsburg  professor’s  90th 
birthday  (Aug.  20)  did,  however,  provide 
an  occasion  to  point  out  his  “positive 
contributions,”  the  editorial  said. 

While  making  it  clear  that  Christianity 
Today  disagrees  with  Dr.  Bultmann  on 
many  scores,  the  magazine  listed  five 
“positive  contributions:  “First  and 
foremost,  Bultmann  has  provided  every 
theologian  with  an  example  of 
scholarship.” 

Christianity  Today  has  in  the  past  been 
one  of  the  most  severe  critics  of  Dr. 
Bultmann,  whose  program  of  biblical 
interpretation  —  called  “demythology” 
—  is  seen  by  conservaties  as  removing 
the  dimension  of  revelation  from 
Christianity. 

The  quality  of  Dr.  Bultmann’s 
scholarly  works,  the  editorial  said, 
challenges  conservative  scholars  to 
“produce  works  of  comparable  learning 
and  value.” 

Dr.  Bultmann,  according  to  the 
magazine,  continues  to  cast  a  “long 
shadow  over  contemporary  theological 
discussion”  and  has  “out-influenced” 
others,  including  Karl  Barth,  usually 
cited  as  the  20th  century’s  theological 
giants. 

The  Marburg  professor  has  been  one  of 
the  most  controversial  religious  figures 
of  the  20th  century.  Conservatives  have 
disliked  both  his  approach  to  biblical 


criticism  and  his  reliance  on 
philosophical  existentialism. 

Dr.  Bultmann’s  second  contribution, 
according  to  Christianity  Today,  is  that 
"he  has  convincingly  shown  that  the 
Gospels  are  concerned  with  a  Christ  who 
is  the  object  of  faith  and  not  simply  of 
historical  research,  and  who  preached  a 
kingdom  of  God  that  will  come  in  power 
and  not  simply  symbolically  in  the  hearts 
of  men. 

“Third,  he  has  led  the  way  to  the 
rediscovery  of  the  New  Testament  as  the 
church’s  book,  as  a  confession  of  faith 
rather  than  merely  a  collection  of 
literary  documents  to  be  critically 
analyzed.” 

The  theologian  has  shown,  although 
Christianity  Today  believes  his  par¬ 
ticular  attempt  failed  in  orthodox  terms, 
that  the  Gospel  must  be  translated  into 
the  language  of  each  age. 

“Finally,”  the  editorial  said,  “Bult¬ 
mann  has  developed  a  warm  personal 
relationship  with  many  former  students, 
some  of  them  now  influential  professors 
in  German  and  American  universities. 
His  students  are  intensely  loyal.  In  the 
vocabulary  of  the  New  Testament,  he  has 
concerned  himself  with  ‘training 
disciples,’  ensuring  that  what  he  believes 
to  be  the  truth  will  be  propagated  among 
future  generations. 

“Perhaps  it  is  this  personal  dimension 
of  the  Marburg  professor’s  career  that 
does  most  to  explain  his  great  influence 
on  theological  scholarship,  and  from  this 
evangelical  scholars  have  much  to 
learn.” 

Dr.  Bultmann  continues  to  live  in 
Marburg.  He  remains  active,  though  his 
eyesight  is  poor.  His  daughter  said  last 
year  that  his  greatest  joy  is  a  constant 
letter-exchange  with  former  students. 


Christianity  on  offensive 


BERLIN  (RNS)  —  Christianity  is 
quietly  but  resolutely  on  the  offensive 
throughout  the  Marxist  world.  This  is  the 
view  expressed  in  an  interview  with 
Germany’s  leading  churchman,  the 
Evangelical  bishop  of  Berlin,  Dr.  Kurt 
Scharf.  His  view  is  that  “inaccessibility 
to  the  facts  leaves  the  Western  observer 
overly  foundering  in  pessimism.’’ 

The  goal  of  reducing  all  religions  to 
ghetto  status  and  then  final  elimination 
in  Communist  lands  is  known  abroad,  Dr 
Scharf  commented.  “The  facts  leading  to 
pessimism  are  constantly  reported  in  the 
international  press.  What  is  not  so  well 
known  is  the  evidence  of  the  recuperative 
power  of  the  Gospel  as  manifested  in  the 
awakening  interest  among  Marxists  who 
are  not  finding  utlimately  satisfactory 
answers  to  the  meaning  of  life  in  their 
own  ideology.” 

Dialogue  between  Christians  and 
Marxists  in  the  initial  years  was  formal 
and  fringed  with  hostility.  "It  is  now 
more  personal,  more  honestly  probing. 
The  phase  of  brutal  control  by  veteran 
Party  functionaries  is  giving  way  to  th< 
dominance  of  u.e  experts  who  are 
younger  in  years  and  less  inclined  to 
inflexibility,"  said  Dr.  Scharf. 

Throughout  East  Germany  the  church 
has  established  clincis  for  pastoral 
counseling  (Seelsorge).  “You  have 


similar  training  centers  in  America,”  the 
bishop  stated.  “An  increasing  number  of 
Marxist-indoctrinated  youth  and  adults 
are  seeking  these  out.  In  Humbolt 
University,  formerly  the  University  of 
Berlin,  instructors  and  interns  from  the 
psychiatric  department  have  been  at¬ 
tending  our  Christian  counseling  centers. 
One  of  them  remarked,  ‘Our  Marxist 
scientific-materialistic  training  leaves  us 
feeling  we  are  only  manual  laborers.’  ” 
This  broadening  preoccupation  with 
Christian  doctrine  among  youth  and 
intellectuals  in  East  Germany  “does  not 
generally  lead  to  ‘conversion’  or  church 
membership,”  the  bishop  stated.  “But 
over  and  over  our  pastors  and  laymen, 
working  in  Communist  countries,  have 
quoted  inquiring  Marxists  as  saying  that 
in  the  Christian  way  of  life  a  man  be¬ 
comes  really  a  man  and  life  has  meaning 
and  dignity.  The  search  for  the  tran¬ 
scendental  is  not  being  satisfied  by  scien¬ 
tific-materialistic  Marxist-Leninism .  ’  ’ 
There  are  only  state  universities  in 
East  Germany  and  each  still  retains  a 
theological  faculty.  In  answer  to  the 
luesiion  as  to  what  kind  of  professors  are 
being  appointed  in  recent  years.  Bishop 
Scharf  replied  with  a  twinkle,  “The  most 
of  them  are  radical  theologians,  but  even 
there  the  process  is  slower  than  in 
America.”  He  added,  “These  teachers 


emphasize  the  positive  social  ac¬ 
complishments  of  the  Marxist  state  and 
interpret  this  as  fulfilling  Biblical  ethics. 
But  these  radicals  are  not  satisfying  the 
spiritual  needs  of  the  rising  generation  of 
ministerial  students.” 

In  one  East  German  city  which  has 
experienced  a  mushroom  growth  due  to 
industrialization  —  expanding  in  a  few 
years  from  6,000  to  50,000  —  the  rate  of 
cancellation  of  church  membership  is 
high  among  new  families  moving  in.  The 
bishop  explained  this  as  resulting  from 
their  leaving  the  communities  where 
they  had  grown  up,  where  their  relatives 
and  friends  were,  and  where  they  were 
surrounded  by  the  congregation  of  their 
youth. 

“But  intellectuals  in  high  positions  in 
the  industry  retain  and  practice  their 
Christian  faith  when  they  relocate.  The 
leading  architect  for  the  new  city  com¬ 
plex  is  a  devout  churchman  and  is  ac¬ 
cepted  as  such.  The  general  manager  of 
the  main  industry,  as  well  as  the 
aforementioned  architect,  are  members 
of  the  local  church  administrative  board. 
The  plant  manager  was  instructed  to 
supervise  the  program  for  the  ‘political 
education’  of  the  workers.  He  declined, 
saying  he  was  a  Christian.  The  Com¬ 
munist  authorities  let  it  drop,”  the  bishop 
said. 
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Asters  in  training”  meet  — 

v.0 

ire  fall,  winter  internships 


The  New  Orleans  Field  Unit  of  the 
Intern  Program  of  Perkins  School  of 
Theology  met  recently  in  an  intensive 
training  event  for  interns  and  field  in¬ 
structors  of  the  southern  part  of  the 
Conference.  The  unit  is  composed  of 
seminary  students  assigned  to  churches; 
their  pastors,  who  serve  as  field  in¬ 
structors;  the  Rev.  Claus  H.  Rohlfs, 
Seminary  Supervisor;  and  Dr.  Myron 
Madden.  Director  of  Pastoral  Care  and 
Counseling  of  Southern  Baptist  Hospital, 
New  Orleans,  Consultant. 

Giving  leadership  to  the  event  were  Dr. 
Art  Travis,  Director  of  the  Institute  of 
Religion  and  Human  Development  at  the 
Texas  Medical  Center,  Houston,  and  the 
Rev.  James  GwaltneVj  Consultant  in  Bi¬ 
polar  Inventory  Testing  for  Perkins.  The 
Rev.  W.  Ralph  Cain,  Area  Provost,  also 
participated. 

Pastors  and  interns  taking  part  were: 
Donice  W.  Alverson,  Lake  Vista  Church 
and  intern  Mike  Mayfield,  Beaumont, 
Texas;  William  Blakely,  Blackwater 
Church  and  intern  Chick  Gary  from 
Dallas;  Roy  E.  Mouser,  First  Church, 
New  Iberia  and  intern  Don  Swink,  North 
Carolina;  John  and  Carole  Winn,  the 
Gentilly  Church  and  intern  Doug  Cain, 
Bossier  City;  and  from  Asbury  Church, 
Lafayette,  intern  Charles  Tucker  from 
Indiana.  Rev.  James  Caraway,  pastor  of 
Asbury  Church  could  not  attend. 

Several  lay  and  .clerical  observers 
from  local  churches  were  in  attendance. 

The  Intern  Program  is  required  for  the 
seminary  degree  at  Perkins.  The  local 
church  or  institution  assumes  the  role  of 
trainer  in  the  student-church  relation¬ 
ship,  with  monthly  meetings  for  the 
entire  unit  during  the  nine  months  from 
September  through  May.  Special 


training  is  given  the  field  instructors. 

The  Shreveport  Field  Unit  has  Dr.  Zan 
W.  Holmes,  Jr.,  Perkins  Seminary 
Supervisor;  and  Dr.  George  Kemp, 
Chairman  of  the  Psychology  Depart¬ 
ment,  L.S.U.  Shreveport,  as  consultant. 
Pastors  and  interns  are:  James  M. 
Poole,  St.  Luke’s,  Shreveport  and  intern 
Martha  Davies,  Louisiana;  Robert  Ed 
Taylor,  Centenary  College,  and  intern 
Duane  Welterdink. 

A  meeting  of  the  Shreveport  Unit, 
which  involves  churches  in  East  Texas  as 
well  as  Louisiana,  was  held  recently  with 
the  same  leadership  personnel  present  as 
in  New  Orleans. 


pS2S2S2SHSZSZSHSZSHSHSHSHSESHS2S?SZSESHS2S2S2S2S2SZS<!S?S2S2SZ52SES2S2S2S2S2S2S2S2SZSESHSS2SHS2S2S2S2S2S2S2S2S2HH52S2ScS2S2SZSHS2 


CONFERENCE  AUDIO-VISUAL  LIBRARY 


Attention: 
Church  School 
Teachers 


y  sti 


Eros  Church 
Revival  Features 
Evangelist  F  oreman 

The  Eros  Church,  Ruston  District,  has 
just  completed  a  week-long  revival  ser¬ 
vice  with  the  Rev.  L.  A.  “Andy”  Fore¬ 
man  serving  as  guest  preacher. 

The  daily  schedule  included  a  break¬ 
fast  at  7  A.M.  and  an  evening  service  at  7 
P.M.  During  the  breakfasts  and  evening 
services  the  Rev.  Mr.  Foreman  gave  a 
sermon  and/or  led  a  devotional. 

Andy  Foreman  is  well-known  through¬ 
out  the  Conference  as  head  of  the  Andy 
Foreman  Ministry  In  Evangelism.  His 
offices  are  in  the  Elysian  Fields  Church, 
New  Orleans. 

Pastor  of  the  Eros  Church  is  the  Rev. 
Jim  Wilson. 


P.O.  Box  4325 
Shreveport  71104 
318/868-5362 


Interns  and  Field  Instructors. 


Preferred  Fall  Resources 
For  Loan 

Preferred  resources  for  children’s 
church  school  for  Fall,  1974,  are  ready  for 
loan  to  any  church  school  teacher  upon 
request.  Just  write  or  call  Judi  Battey. 
You  pay  only  return  postage.  All  items 
listed  below  are  recommended  for  use 
with  your  fall  United  Methodist  Church 
School  literature. 

Nursery  I 

WHO  IN  THE  WORLD,  65  frame 
filmstrip/  color/  record  and  guide.  Part 
I  helps  the  child  understand  that  a  church 
is  a  community  of  people  who  live,  work, 
and  witness  in  their  daily  living.  Part  II 
introduces  the  child  to  people  working 
and  worshipping  around  the  world. 

Elementary  I-II 

DOWN  THE  STREET  PAST  THE 
TELEPHONE  POLE,  60  frame  film¬ 
strip/  color/  record  and  guide.  To  assist 
the  child  in  becoming  aware  of  the  ways 
through  which  God  reaches  out  to  him 
and  invites  his  response,  what  God  ex- 
pectes  of  him,  and  what  he  can  do  for  God 
in  his  world. 

Elementary  III-IV 

GUESS  WHO’S  HERE?  GOD!  record 
with  leader’s  guide.  A  collection  of 
games,  songs,  Bible  readings  and 
dramatic  sketches  helps  the  individual  or 
the  class  wrestle  with  big  questions  about 
God. 

Elementary  V-VI 

NEW  CIRCLES,  A  new  record  with 
leader’s  guide.  Songs  composed  to  assist 


students  in  learning  some  of  the  major 
factors  involved  in  building  meaningful 
relationships. 

YOU  SHALL  BE  MY  WITNESS,  70 
frame  filmstrip/  color/  script.  A 
summary  of  the  history  of  the  Christian 
church. 

Elementary  I-III 

THE  STORY  OF  WILLIAM’S  TELL,  65 
frame  filmstrip  /  color  /  record  /  script 
guide.  A  “telT  is  ajnound  that  is  a  site 
for  archaeological  excavation,  A  “tell” 
near  Jerusalem  provides  an  interesting 
experience  for  William  as  he  learns  what 
these  “finds”  tell  us  about  our  Bible. 

Elementary  IV-VI 

THE  STRANGE  CASE  OF  JERRY 
MEYER,  64  frame  filmstrip/record/ 
script/guide.  The  Old  Testament  story  of 
Jeremiah  is  given  a  contemporary 
setting. 

Other  recommended  resources  will  be 
listed  in  the  teachers  book  for  each  age 
level.  Some  of  these  will  also  be  avail¬ 
able.  Check  the  Conference  A  V  Catalog 
mailed  to  your  church  earlier  this  year. 

Resources  for  the  enrichment  of 
teachers  available  from  A  V  include: 
NURSERY  LEADERSHIP,  filmstrip; 
TEACHING  IN  THE  KINDERGARTEN, 
filmstrip  and  THE  GROUP  WAY  OF 
TEACHING,  filmstrip. 

Need  a  filmstrip  projector  for  your 
church?  Order  Model  666  N  from 
Cokesbury  ($74.50).  This  is  a  300  watt 
model  that  gives  clear  pictures  in  a 
normal  daylight.  This  onetime  in¬ 
vestment  will  enable  you  to  use  all  the 
filmstrip  resources  of  A  V. 


Summer  Camping  1974:  a  great 


Children,  youth  and  adults,  with  a 
generous  sprinkling  of  enthusiasm,  have 
flocked  to  camp  this  summer.  Comments 
have  ’indicated  that  the  experience  of 
Cfifistlaff^arn pfn g  is  better  than  ever, 
and  the  outdoor  vacation  in  God’s  world 
is  on  the  upswing. 

Pictures  from  throughout  the  Con¬ 
ference  have  been  sent  to  the  offices  of 
The  LOUISIANA  UNITED  METHODIST, 
although  not  all  Districts  have  sent  them 
in.  As  the  summer  “winds  down”  the 
editors  of  this  newspaper  felt  that  it  is  a 
fitting  finale  to  share  the  happy  camping 
experience  with  our  readers. 

Shown  on  this  page  are  photographs  of 
the  camps  —  any  —  and  all  that  have 


been  received  as  we  went  to  press  this 
week. 

The  New  Orleans  District  Junior  High 
Camp  fno  picture  available)  was  hold  in 
June  at  Camp  Istrouma,  according  to 
Ms.  Mariann  Burns,  Director  of  Camping 
for  the  New  Orleans  District. 

“It  was  a  full  week  of  fun,  with  ac¬ 
tivities  including  swim  meet,  water¬ 
melon  party,  relays,  athletics, 
simulation  games,  films,  and  crafts,” 
according  to  the  District  Director.  Small 
discussion  groups  considered  questions 
such  as  “What  is  God?”  “What  is  love?” 
“Being  a  Christian,”  and  “Com¬ 
munications.” 


Three  districts  —  Ruston,  Shreveport,  Monroe  —  got  together  at  Cane y  Lake  for  a 
"Senior  High  Christian  Community  Experience."  Representation  was  from  each  of 
the  districts,  and  Directors  were  William  A.  Rowell,  Jr.  and  Lorris  M.  Wimberly. 


For  the  fifth  year,  First  Church,  Houma,  rented  Cane y  Lake  and  took  a  group  of 
young  people  for  a  camping  experience.  During  the  eight  days,  staff  and  campers 
painted  the  dining  hall  and  kitchen.  A  total  of  42  campers,  13  adults,  three  children 
and  three  juniors  attended.  Staff  members  included  the  Vice-chairman  of  the 
Administrative  Board,  Chairman  of  Stewardship  and  Finance,  the  Adult  Choir 
Director,  the  sixth  grade  church  school  teacher,  and  the  Superintendent  of  Study. 
Pastor  A.  Jerome  Cain  and  Mrs.  Cain  were  also  in  the  group. 


Senior  High  Camp  of  Lake  Charles  District  was  held  June  17-22.  The  Rev.  Harry  A.  Elementary  Camp  Number  ''ne,  Lake  Charles  District,  was  held  June  24-25  Camn 
Harrington.  Jr  St.  Luke's  Church.  St.  Charles,  served  as  camp  director.  The  group  Director  was  the  Rev.  Raymond  Crofoot.  of  the  Lake  Arthur  Church.  The  campers 
[with  feathered  friends]  posed  for  the  camera!  ore  shown  here  with  typical  reactions.  P 


Junior  High  Campers  of  the  Lake  Charles  District  were  no  less  enthusiastic  than 
their  counterparts  in  Elementary  and  Senior  High  Camps.  The  Rev.  Tom  Crosby 
was  Camp  Director.  * 
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Evangelical  theological  input  welcome 


We  welcome  the  decision  by  evan¬ 
gelicals  within  the  United  Methodist 
Church  to  formulate  a  theological 
statement  of  their  beliefs  (TM/  UMR, 
August  16).  Their  entry  into  the 
theological  arena  of  the  church  in  this 
fashion  comes  as  news  both  desired  and 
necessary. 

It  is  desired  not  just  because  many 
United  Methodists  are  in  sympathy  with 
their  doctrinal  emphases.  It  is  necessary 
because  our  church  must  have  continual 
input  from  every  theological  corner  of 
the  house  to  keep  relevant  to  its 
inhabitants  and  true  to  its  Master. 

We  urge  the  group  to  exercise  caution 
at  several  points,  however.  No  single 
creed,  statement  or  formula  has  ever 
defined  comprehensively  the  faith  for 
United  Methodists.  Even  John  Wesley 
did  not  try  to  encompass  everything  into 
one  definitive  document.  Instead,  for 
doctrinal  standards  he  left  us  44  of  his 
sermons,  his  commentary  on  the  New 
Testament  in  the  form  of  footnotes  and  24 
Articles  of  Religion  which  he  ap¬ 
propriated  from  the  Church  of  England 
—  hardly  a  concise  statement! 

Any  attempt  to  sharpen  up  what  the 
church  means  when  it  says  “We 
believe ...”  is  significant  and  com¬ 
mendable.  But  any  attempt  to  speak  once 
and  for  all  for  every  United  Methodist  is 
unthinkable. 

A '  critical  issue  in  the  Evangelical 
document  may  come  at  the  point  of 
proclaiming  what  is  “essential”  doc- 

Welcome  to  readers 
of  Missouri 
local  church  edition 

We  welcome  to  the  TM/  UMR  family 
of  local  church  editions  our  first  church 
in  the  Missouri  East  Conference  — 
Missouri  United  Methodist  Church  on  the 
campus  of  the  University  of  Missouri  in 
Columbia. 

Under  this  arrangement,  this 
congregation,  like  most  of  the  other  140 
local  church  editions  using  the 
TM/UMR,  combines  their  local  church’s 
news  with  annual  conference  and  general 
church  news.  The  paper  is  mailed 
directly  to  every  church  family. 

To  these  1,061  new  subscribers  we  say 
‘Welcome.  We  hope  you  will  find 
TM/  UMR  informative,  and  that  you  will 
join  with  our  other  readers  in  providing 
feedback  via  ‘Letters  to  the  Editor.’  ”  To 
our  continuing  readers  throughout  the 
church,  we  say  again:  “Thank  you  for 
your  part  in  making  TM/  UMR  what  it 
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trine.  Wesleyans  believe  that  Jesus 
Christ  is  the  Son  of  God  who,  by  his  death 
on  the  cross,  saves  persons  from  their 
sins  and  for  a  new  life  as  believers 
acknowledge  him  Lord  and  Savior. 

However,  does  such  “essential”  belief 
mean  that  one  must  believe  additionally 
that  Jesus  was  born  of  a  virgin,  that  he 
walked  on  water  and  cast  demons  into  a 
herd  of  pigs,  and  that  to  believe  in  him 
demands  that  one  must  not  smoke  and 
drink? 

We  suggest  such  considerations  stand 
in  a  negotiable  category  among  Chris¬ 
tians.  That  is,  they  are  important  items 
which  need  clarification  and  action  but 
not  in  every  respect  “essential”  for 
salvation.  Theological  standards  that 
have  become  juridicial  norms  for  all 
believers,  demanding  unqualified  assent 
on  pain  of  excommunication,  have  bred 
bitterness,  discord  and  schism  in  the 
living  experience  of  church  history. 

A  desire  exists  also  among 
evangelicals  to  lift  the  Bible  to 
prominence  in  official  United  Methodist 
pronouncements,  curriculum  materials, 
seminary  teaching,  preaching  and  in  the 
daily  lives  of  the  members.  We  concur 


with  that  emphasis  on  submission  to  the 
authority  of  God’s  Word. 

Yet  we  raise  caution  at  what  proposes 
to  be  the  only  line  of  interpretation  —  a 
literal  approach  to  scripture  which 
discards  the  evidence  of  higher  criticism 
and  historical  development. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  would  be 
more  faithful  to  its  Lord  if  all  its  mem¬ 
bers  intentionally  engaged  in  “theo¬ 
logizing.”  A  sound  beginning,  would 
be  to  study  the  43-page  section  in  the  1972 
“Book  of  Discipline”  entitled  “Doctrine 
and  Doctrinal  Statements  and  the 
General  Rules.” 

In  the  concluding  paragraph  of  that 
section,  each  of  us  finds  our  task: 
“Doctrinal  statements  are  not  the  special 
province  of  any  single  body,  board,  or 
agency  in  the  United  Methodist  Church, 
nor  is  there  any  single  doctrinal 
statement  to  be  repeated  or  cited  by  all 
official  pronouncements.  As  all  members 
and  groups  are  responsible  for  clarifying 
the  theological  premises  on  which  they 
operate,  they  are  likewise  under  the 
same  rule  of  reference:  loyalty  to  our 
heritage  and  guidelines,  relevance  to 
current  needs  and  opportunities.” 


and  profit  give  me  a  feeling  of  comfort 
and  power. 

It  is  just  plain  fun  to  have  prime  rib  at  a 
fine,  expensive  restaurant  and  tip  15 
percent  without  flinching.  I  am  delighted 
to  be  able  to  buy  orchestra  seats  at  the 
musical  shows  and  forever  leave  the 
balcony  bargains  behind  me. 

Yet,  Evelyn  Ecology  and  you  know 
who,  keep  saying,  “Life  can’t  be  all  the 
fun  you  want,  but  it  can  be  exciting  and 
bold!”  They  ask  what  peoples  and  what 
nations  have  been  exploited  and 
pleasantly  plundered  to  reap  those  stock 
dividends.  They  remind  me  that  the 
garbage  from  that  fine  restaurant  for  the 
one  evening  I  was  there  would  feed  a 
large  Calcutta  family  for  a  week. 

Wildman  Wesley  screams,  “What  you 
paid  for  those  show  tickets  on  the  front 
row  would  probably  teach  an  illiterate 
convict  to  read.”  My  pulse  is  rapid.  I’m 
flushed.  “Be  quiet,  John,  I  know  I  can  be 
a  good  Christian  steward  and  have  some 
fun,  too ...  if  I  just  had  some 
guidelines.” 

Those,  however,  are  not  always  ob¬ 
vious  to  us  churchpersons.  Our  affluent, 
consumer-oriented,  inflation-dependent 
economy  has  conditioned  most  all  of  us  in 
the  ways  that  model  “the  good  life”  as 
the  “grab  life.”  And  there  are  many  of  us 
who  struggle  with  how  to  sanctify  or 
make  an  oblation  of  the  joys  of  the 
material  world. 

"Having  fun”  has  almost  come  to  be 
our  national  motto.  “Pursuit  of  hap¬ 
piness”  has  subtly  been  obscured  by  the 
drive  toward  constant  titillation.  “Where 
the  fun  never  sets,”  advertises  a 
vacation  lake  home  development. 

On  the  TM/UMR  Beat 

Post-  Vietnam:  a  series 
looking  at  human  situations 


I  really  love  leather.  Its  tough,  elegant 
smell,  the  feel  of  its  many  textures,  its 
unmistakable  appearance,  and  the 
security  of  its  durability  entice  and  in¬ 
vigorate  me.  Leather  shoes,  upholstery, 
luggage,  purses,  attaches  and  suede 
coats  turn  me  on.  The  price  tag  exudes 
and  portrays  superior  value  and  elevated 
status.  Vinyls  and  plastics  are  imposters 
and  unreasonable  facsimiles. 

Out  of  the  shadows  of  my  con¬ 
sciousness,  however,  Evelyn  Ecology 
and  John  (stewardship)  Wesley  cry, 
“No  . .  .  save  the  animals,  save  your 
money,  $18  neolite  will  do  as  well,  give 
your  money.”  “But  I  want  ’em,  they’re 
better,  it  is  more  fun  to  go  first  class,” 
argues  my  Sybaritic  self. 

The  whole  history  of  my  existence  and 
the  fabric  of  my  selfhood  know  that  a 
Christmas  tree  should  be  freshly  cut  and 
pour  a  pine  aroma  throughout  the  house. 
Aluminum  and  other  fakes  are 
blasphemous.  Cashmere  sweaters, 
bicycles,  dolls,  basketballs  and  color 
televisiori  sets  give  the  finishing  touch  to 
a  Scotch  pine  tree  like  a  resounding 
benedictory  “amen.” 

But  Evelyn  Ecology  and  John 
(stewardship)  Wesley  charge,  "You  are 
ravaging  the  forests  and  aiding  con¬ 
sumerism,  and  besides,  a  $25  artificial 
tree  will  last  eight  or  10  years,  during 
which  you’d  spend  over  $100  on  pines; 
and  all  those  ‘gifts’  are  wasteful  frauds  of 
giving.” 

God  knows  I  am  a  materialist.  Stock 
dividends,  salary  increases,  collected 
interest,  marketplace  victories,  sure  bets 
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Next  week,  beginning  with  a  full-page 
treatment,  we  are  starting  a  four-part 
series  in  which  young  United  Methodists 
recall  their  moral  struggles  with  the 
Vietnam  War. 

Part  I  juxtaposes  two  young  men  from 
Michigan  —  one  of  whom  refused  in¬ 
duction  to  military  service  and  paid  the 
price  of  his  protest  by  going  to  prison. 
The  other  ruled  out  various  options  and 
crossed  the  border  into  Canada. 

Both  men  continue  to  pay  a  price  for 
their  decision.  In  this  they  are  like  the 
other  persons  featured  in  the  series  —  a 
Green  Beret  whose  Christian  conscience 
led  him  to  Vietnam,  only  to  come  home 
without  any  legs;  a  deserter  who  is 
struggling  to  reenter  society  after  two 
years  in  exile;  and  a,. conscientious  ob¬ 
jector  who  missed  getting  into  :  the 
teaching  field  \y<beb  -jobs,  were  still 
plentiful  because  of  the  required  alter¬ 
native  service. 

Why  such  a  series  now?  Three  reasons. 
First  of  all,  the  United  Methodist  Church 
supports  all  acts  of  conscience  with 
regard  to  war.  Listen  to  our  Social 
Principles : 

“We  acknowledge  the  agonizing  ten¬ 
sion  created  by  the  demand  for  military 
service  by  national  governments.  Thus, 
we  support  those  individuals  who  con¬ 
scientiously  oppose  all  war,  or  any 
particular  war,  and  who  therefore  refuse 
to  serve  in  the  armed  forces.  We  also 
support  those  persons  who  con¬ 


scientiously  choose  to  serve  in  the  armed 
forces  or  to  accept  alternative  service.” 

Seldom,  though,  do  we  take  time  to 
understand  the  consequences  of  those 
choices.  The  truth  is  that  the  ravages  of 
war  do  not  end  with  the  ceasefire.  As 
Christians  we  owe  these  young  men 
sensitive,  informed  community. 

Secondly,  we  are  under  mandate  from 
the  1972  General  Conference  to  study  the 
post  war  question  of  amnesty.  Two 
reports  were  received  by  the  delegates 
and  commended  to  the  church  for  study. 
Too  little  study  appears  to  be  taking 
place.  We  think  it  should  be;  the  amnesty 
question  will  not  go  away. 

Thirdly,  President  Ford’s  an¬ 
nouncement  that  he  favors  conditional 
amnesty  has  sparked  a  national  debate  in 
^vhich  Christians  should  and  will  want  to 
j>e  involved  —  responsibly  involved:  ;! , 

This  series  has  no  hidden  agenda  ex¬ 
cept  to  spark  discussion,  debate  and 
decision.  The  persons  highlighted  in  this 
series  are  not  saints,  and  we  do  not 
support  one  decision  over  another.  We 
simply  have  attempted  to  paint  the  real 
life  situations  of  five  human  beings  as 
they  responded  in  conscience  to  the 
Vietnam  War. 

At  the  end  of  the  series  readers  will 
have  an  opportunity  to  express  their 
opinions  in  a  Question  Box.  We  invite 
your  reactions,  but  we  hope  you  will  look 
at  it  from  all  sides  first. 

—  JUDY  WEIDMAN 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


Lausanne  Covenant  right  for  our  time 


To  the  Editor: 

Your  editorial  on  the  ecumenical  value 
of  the  Lausanne  Convenant  (August  9th) 
is  a  perfect  example  of  how  a  well- 
meaning,  intelligent  editor  can  use  his 
gifts  to  say  the  right  thing  at  the  right 
time. 

By  avoiding  an  anti-ecumenical,  pole¬ 
mical  disposition  in  favor  of  a  sincere 
desire  to  speak  the  truth  in  love,  the 
Christians  at  Lausanne  promulgated  a 
statement  which  can  be  largely  accepted 
by  most  Christians  of  all  denominations. 
The  words  of  the  text  are  clear.  They 
should  be  taken  at  face  value. 

So  they  were  taken  on  August  8th  in 
Berlin  by  participants  in  the  Central 
Committee  meeting  of  the  WCC.  Dr. 
Emilio  Castro,  director  of  the  Com¬ 
mission  on  World  Mission  and 
Evangelism,  gave  a  sympathetic  report 
on  Lausanne.  From  our  conference  of  the 
Commission  on  Faith  and  Order,  held 
simultaneously  in  Ghana,  we  had  sent 
fraternal  greetings  to  the  Lausanne 
congress.  It  was  simply  evident  that 
more  than  half  of  the  3000  people  at 
Lausanne  belong  to  member  churches  of 
the  WCC.  All  the  talk  about  polariza¬ 
tion  between  the  “two  ecumenical 
movements”  is  quite  needless.  The 
polemicists  from  Germany  and  the  USA 
were  clearly  unable  to  inject  their  venom 
in  the  Covenant. 

We  stress  today  the  understanding  of 
Christian  unity  which  allows  theological 
diversity  within  it.  Certainly  the  unity 
envisaged,  and  provisionally  manifest  by 
the  ecumenical  movement,  has  ample 
space  for  the  theological  position  of 
Lausanne.  Moreover,  we  rejoice  to  find 
in  that  text  such  ecumenical  axioms  as 
“visible  unity  in  truth  is  God’s  purpose” 
and  “disunity  undermines  our  gospel  of 
reconciliation.”  This  is  precisely  the 
faith  which  motivates  the  ecumenical 
movement. 

As  I  tried  to  stress  Ghana  and  Ber¬ 
lin,  the  words  “evangelical”  and  “ecu¬ 
menical”  must  not  be  regarded  as 
antithetical.  A  church  which  is  not 
evangelical  is  not  ecumenical.  A  church 


which  is  not  ecumenical  is  not 
evangelical.  Both  qualities  are  in¬ 
dispensable. 

J.  Robert  Nelson 
Boston,  Mass. 

Great  service! 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  publication  of  the  Lausanne 
Covenant  is  a  great  service  to  the  church. 
If  this  truly  is  the  viewpoint  of  the 
majority  of  conservative  evangelicals, 
we  now  have  something  to  talk  about 
together.  Perhaps  we  both  will  grow. 

Under  article  10,  “Evangelism  and 
Culture,”  there  is  this  statement: 
“Christ’s  evangelists  must  humbly  seek 
to  empty  themselves  of  all  but  their 
personal  authenticity  in  order  to  become 
the  servants  of  others,  and  churches 
must  seek  to  transform  and  enrich 
culture,  all  for  the  glory  of  God.”  This 
statement  is  the  most  encouraging  of  all 
for  me,  because  there  seems  to  have  been 
the  assumption  by  some  evangelicals 
that  the  culture  of  the  first  century 
(including  ways  of  speaking,  ways  of 
viewing  the  world,  man,  God)  was  the 
only  legitimate  vehicle  for  com¬ 
municating  the  gospel.  Indeed,  some 
parts  of  the  Covenant  itself  reflect  this 
viewpoint. 

I  am  hopeful  that  the  endorsers  of  the 
Covenant  will  take  to  heart  their  own 
statement  and  realize  the  cultural 
relativity  of  their  own  way  of  stating  the 
basics  of  the  faith.  All  Christians  are 
subject  to  “buying”  some  particular  set 
of  language  tools  as  the  only  way. 

I  am  hoping  that  we  can  begin  to  admit 
how  little  we  actually  know  and  how 
important  it  is  for  us  to  steward  the 
mysteries  creatively,  in  every  new 
forms.  Persons  today  are  looking,  not  for 
someone  who  can  write  definitive 
statements  about  the  divinity-manhood 
of  Jesus,  but  for  someone  who  can  bear 
witness  to  a  simple  clue  as  to  life’s 
meaning. 

Robert  E.  Hall 
Boyd,  Texas 


Cove n an  I  closes  door 

To  the  Editor: 

Thank  you  for  including  the  full  text  of 
the  “Lausanne  Covenant”  in  your  August 
9  issue.  You  have  provided  me  with  the 
springboard  for  my  introductory  Bible 
courses  at  Baldwin-Wallace  College  this 
fall.  Hopefully,  this  Covenant  will  open 
the  door  for  sound  dialogue,  as  your 
editorial  suggests.  But  will  it? 

I  am  not  very  optimistic,  in  view  of  the 
key  point  2,  “The  Authority  and  Power  of 
the  Bible.”  A  Covenant  such  as  this  one  is 
only  as  solid  as  the  basic  assumptions 
that  form  its  foundation.  Points  1-3  ar¬ 
ticulate  those  basic  assumptions,  and 
point  2  is  most  important.  In  that  point  I 
find  nothing  really  changed  from  the 
Niagara  Bible  Conference  of  1896,  when 
“plenary  inspiration  and  inerrancy  of  the 
Scripture”  was  declared  to  be  the  first  of 
the  five  pillars  or  “fundamentals”  of  the 
Christian  faith.  The  only  difference  is 
that  the  new  statement  is  more  wordy, 
and  the  supporting  biblical  references 
are  stated  in  the  Covenant  but  reveal  no 
evidence  of  any  new  insights. 

Had  tbe  new  statement  stopped  in  the 
middle  of  the  first  sentence  —  “We  af¬ 
firm  the  divine  inspiration,  truthfulness 
and  authority  of  both  Old  and  New 
Testament  Scriptures”  —  then  omitted 
the  rest  of  that  sentence,  there  would 
truly  have  been  a  basis  for  a 
breakthrough  into  healthy  dialogue  with 
biblical  scholars  and  concerned  lay 
people.  When  they  added  "...  in  their 
entirety  as  the  only  written  word  of  God, 
without  error  in  all  that  it  affirms,  and 
the  only  infallible  rule  of  faith  and 
practice,”  they  shut  the  door  as  tightly  as 
it  has  been  for  almost  a  century.  Such  an 
unequivocal,  unilateral  approach  to  the 
Bible  forces  the  believer  to  ignore 
historical  developments  of  language, 
religion,  theology,  literature  and  all 
other  facts  of  human  growth  and 
development  during  the  1200  years 
during  which  the  biblical  writings  were 
emerging. 
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As  secular  forces  seduce  the  word  with 
infinite  varieties  of  fun,  the  church,  in 
her  sluggish,  yet  muscular  response  has 
been  watering  and  feeding  in  an  even 
bigger  park  in  which  to  play. 

The  park  is  called  “Celebration.” 
Offering  life  up  in  grateful  praise, 
triumphant  feasting,  jubilation  and 
festivity.  Celebration,  but  not  fun,  has  the 
substance  of.  history,  remembering 
creation  and  living  in  redemption,  of 
ourselves  and  the  earth;  and  celebration 
affirms  and  enriches  the  future  with 
hope.  “Fun”  is  apt  to  snatch  and  grab  at 
the  “now,”  deluding  us  that  it  can  be 
disconnected  from  the  past  and  the 
future.  We  soon  learn  that  is  like  trying  to 
make  a  train  from  one  boxcar.  Fun  has 
no  pull  to  the  future  and  no  push  from  the 
past.  Celebration  is  a  word  that  ties  time 
together. 

Stewardship  and  celebration  belong 
together  in  the  Christian  life.  We  do  need 
help  in  expanding  our  scope  and  ability  to 
celebrate.  We  need  renewed  biblical 
faith,  revitalized  poetry,  new  images  of 
loving,  captivating  models  of  justice. 
Christian  stewardship  and  celebration  is 
joyous,  fearless,  daring  and  global  as 
long  as  its  dynamic  is  the  mystery  of 
Creation  (Father),  the  ministry  of 
Redemption  (Son),  and  the  mission  of 
Community  (Spirit). 

A  new  book,  “The  Alternate  Christmas 
Catalogue,”  2nd  edition,  is  a  compilation 
of  many  ways  to  expand  our  stewardship 
of  the  Gospel  and  celebrate  life.  It  was 
first  published  one  year  ago  as  an  effort 
to  help  Christians  and  humanitarians 
stem  the  tide  of  mindless  consumerism, 
ravaged  resources,  money-bound 
celebrations  and  abominable  neglect  of 
the  needy. 

The  Alternate  Catalogue  is  a  guide  for 
celebration  that  is  life-supporting  and 
humanizing  with  peace,  love  and  justice. 
There  are  numerous  ways  described  to 
celebrate  and  give  gifts  to  family  and 
friends  for  Christmas,  birthdays,  wed¬ 
dings  and  other  such  important  events. 
These  are  ways  that  provide  us  with  fun 
and  festivity  and  keep  us  good  stewards 
of  the  Gospel  and  the  world. 

Send  for  your  catalogue  now.  Christ¬ 
mas  and  everything  is  coming.  It’s  time 
to  plan  to  play  in  celebration  park.  Send 
$2  to  Alternatives,  1500  Farragut  Street 
N.W.,  Washington,  D.C.  20011.  Ask  for 
“The  Alternate  Christmas  Catalogue.” 

(The  Rev.  De  Forrest  Wiksten  is 
director,  Area  Counseling  Ministry  of  the 
North  and  Central  Texas  Conferences  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church.) 


The  Convenant  could  be  tremendously 
improved  by  removing  just  the  second 
half  of  that  first  sentence  of  point  2. 

John  C.  Trever 
Berea,  Ohio 

‘ Medieval  coercion  ’ 

To  the  Editor: 

It  is  not  surprising,  in  this  day  of  in¬ 
security  and  bigotry,  that  some  zealous 
churchmen  are  now  demanding 
uniformity  in  religion,  as  Charles  Keysor 
did  in  his  address  to  the  National  Con¬ 
ference  on  Evangelical  Strategy. 
According  to  your  reporter,  Clyde 
Chesnutt,  (TM/  UMR,  8-16-74)  Rev. 
Keysor  called  for  a  “core  of  truth”  to 
replace  the  “doctrine  of  pluralism” 
officially  advocated  by  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

Rev.  Keysor’s  return  to  medieval 
coercion,  which  is  the  only  way  to  ac¬ 
complish  any  semblance  of  general 
uniformity,  will  result  in  the  same  evils 
produced  by  Emperor  Constantine  when 
he  attempted  to  force  uniformity  on  the 
early  church,  such  as: 

(a)  A  suffocation  of  the  voice  of  the 
Holy  Spirit. 

(b)  The  Transformation  of  the  free 
fellowship  of  Christians  into  a  coercive 
agency,  utilizing  the  power  of  the  state. 

(c)  The  attempt  to  outlaw  and  destroy 
every  form  of  “heathenism”  or  heresy. 

(d)  And  then,  fortunately,  through  the 
indestructible  grace  of  God,  a  liberating 
Reformation  with  its  renewed  pursuing 
of  God’s  will  for  each  person. 

Virgil  A.  Kraft 
Silver  Spring,  Maryland 


INFLAMED  EYES? 

Cicl  prompt  relief  wilh  LAVOPTIK.  Ihe 
Medicinal  Eye  Wash.  Soothes  granulated  eye¬ 
lids.  itching,  irritation.  Aids  natural  healing. 
Relied  on  by  millions  lor  dependable  eye 
comfort.  Insist  on  genuine  LAVOPTIK  Eye 
Wush  with  eye  cup  included,  at  your  druggist. 
Satisfaction  or  your  money  back. 
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contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  In  advance.  Minimum  charge  of  $6.25 
Service  charge  or  blind  ads  $1.00  per  insertion 


A  UNIQUE  OPPORTUNITY.  A  successful 
retired  salesman  or  minister  to  represent  one 
at  America's  fastest  growing  religious  radio 
programs  in  your  area.  Exceptionally  good 
Income  potential.  If  Interested,  write, 
Methodist  Hour,  Box  77.  Orlando,  Florida 


ROMEPARENTS  NEEDED  for  child  care. 

These  are  full  time  positions  far  married 
couples  with  no  dependents.  In  addition  to 
salary,  we  provide  meals,  laundry  service, 
Uvlng  quarters  while  on  duty,  sick  leave;  also 
Insurance  and  retirement  programs  are 
available.  Applicants  must  be  non-smokers, 
non-drinkers,  high  school  graduate,  preferably 
with  college  training.  These  positions  can 
provide  very  rewarding  experiences.  Please 
contact  the  personnel  Department,  Methodist 
Home,  1111  Herring  Ave..  Waco.  Texas  76706. 


INNER  CITY  LAY  evangelist  filled  with  the 

Spirit  available  for  preaching  at  weekend 
services.  Certified  Associate  Evengellst  by  the 
National  Association  of  United  Methodist 
Evangelist.  Donation  plus  traveling  expenses. 
Write:  Ms.  Imagene  Stewart.  32S-14th  Street 
NJE.,  Washington  D.  C..  30002.  or  phone  (302) 
547-6549.  


FUND  RAISING  -  Selling  Calpeco  Shelled 

Pecans  may  be  Just  the  fund  raising  project  for 
your  Church  Circle,  W.S.C.S..  or  Sunday 
School  Class.  For  full  Information  without 
obligation  write  today:  Calhoun  Pecan  Co.. 
Dept.  TM.  P.O.  Box  633,  Florence,  South 
Carolina  39501. 


CANCELLATION  creates  s  vacancy  for  one 
woman  to  Join  a  select  group,  on  s  deluxe  23 
day  Tour  to  the  Orient.  October  10-November 
2.  $1733  from  New  Orleans.  The  first  suitable 
applicant  gets  the  spot  Call  Dr.  Henry  A. 
Rickey,  New  Orleans.  504-394-5306. 


CHRISTIAN  COUPLE  WANTED:  Salary, 
utilities,  lot  for  mobile  borne  in  exchange  for 
nursery -custodial  services.  Excellent  for  re¬ 
tired  or  semi-retired.  Write:  Cypress  United 
Methodist  Church,  13403  Cypress,  N.  Houston 
Rd.,  Cypress.  Texas  77439. 


FOR  SALE:  House  in  Dalles,  Texas  suburb. 
Three  bedrooms,  two  baths,  two^ar  garage, 
central  air  and  heat,  carpeted,  near  schools 
and  recreation.  $3500  down.  8Vt  percent 
Interest,  $309  a  month  (principal.  Interest. 
Insurance  and  taxes).  Call  Dallas,  Texas  314- 
285-1864,  Mr.  Moore  or  214-383-8683.  Mr. 
Watson. 


UNITED  METHODIST  ENGLISH  HERI¬ 
TAGE  TOURS  from  Sen  Antonio  November  23 
and  Dallas  April  7.  Brochure  from  Bob 
Sanders.  Box  793.  Winters.  Texas.  79387. 
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Youth  focus  on  homosexuality,  Third  World 


lu-clrsinslictil  finil fly 

SWANNANOA,  N.C.  —  Meet  the  Rev.  Baxton  Bryant,  a  United  Methodist 
preacher  gadfly,  who  has  spent  that  last  decade  in  the  midst  of  the  civil  rights 
movement  and  as  a  minister  to  draft  dodgers  in  Canada.  The  famous  white  beard, 
which  came  off  only  a  few  days  ago,  was  started  in  1969  when  he  was  illegally 
arrested.  He  vowed  not  to  shave  until  the  wrong  was  righted.  That  took  six  months, 
and  by  then  “it  was  a  part  of  me."  In  the  related  story  the  clergyman  recalls  his 
journey  and  reveals  that  he’s  now  ready  to  return  to  the  local  church  pastorate. 


PHOTO  BY  VERNA  FAU8EY 


DENVER  (UMC)  —  Continuing  its 
emphasis  on  Third  World  (non-white) 
empowerment,  the  32-member  National 
United  Methodist  Council  on  Youth 
Ministry  (UMCYM)  opened  its  semi¬ 
annual  session  here  Aug.  16-22  with  a  two- 
day  racial  sensitivity  session  directed  by 
the  denomination’s  commission  on 
Religion  and  Race  and  plunged  into  a 
wide  range  of  concerns  including  am¬ 
nesty,  national  health  care,  national 
service  in  lieu  of  the  military  draft  and 
the  United  Farm  Workers  and  native 
American  struggles. 

Attracting  major  attention  because  of 
action  the  Council  took  at  its  Decem¬ 
ber  1973  meeting  was  a  session  on 
homosexuality  directed  by  Ernest  0. 
Reaugh,  a  United  Methodist  layman 
from  Trinity  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Albany,  N.Y.  and  a  professed 
homosexual.  Speaking  to  the  council 
members  during  the  sessions  was  a 
female  homosexual  from  Denver  in¬ 
troduced  simply  as  "Penny,"  and  the 
Rev.  William  R.  Johnson,  San  Francisco, 
the  only  known  homosexual  ever  to  be 
ordained  into  the  Christian  ministry  by  a 
main-line  denomination. 

Mr.  Johnson  was  ordained  by  the 
Golden  Gate  Association  of  the  United 
Church  of  Christ  in  1972  and  is  now  a  staff 
member  of  the  Council  on  Religion  and 
the  Homosexual. 

The  council  caused  a  stir  across  the 
denomination  in  December  when  it 
passed  resolutions  asking  that 
homosexuality  "not  be  a  bar  to  the 
ministry"  and  declaring  that 
"homosexuality  in  itself  not  be  in  any 
way  synonymous  with  immorality." 

The  council  is  formulating  legislation 
for  the  1976  General  Conference  which 
would  take  our  language  condemning 
homosexuality  and  add  a  statement 
saying  "sex,  race,  marital  status  or 
sexual  orientation  shall  not  be  a  bar  to 
the  ordained  ministry  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church." 

The  proposed  legislation  is  being 


Baxton  Bryant:  colorful  rebel 
brews  theo- political  soup 


By  JUDY  WEIDMAN 
Associate  Editor 

SWANNANOA,  N.C.  -  “Any  time  I 
went  into  a  new  church  the  first  thing  I 
told  them  was  that  I  believed  in 
citizenship  and  responsibility  for  clean 
government  and  that  I  had  a  political 
party.” 

If  any  of  his  parishioners  missed  the 
message  the  first  Sunday  they  soon 
caught  up  because  this  United  Methodist 
preacher  has  spent  most  of  his  life  smack 
dab  in  the  middle  of  things  political  and 
social. 

Not  that  Baxton  Bryant  hasn’t  (lone  a 
few  colorful  things  as  a  pastor.  A  project 
to  build  a  church  by  collecting  a  mile  of 
dollars  once  landed  him  in  Life 
magazine. 

Baxton  has  lots  of  memories.  Ask  him 
about  his  days  in  Dallas  as  a  pastor  and 
would-be  politician  and  he’ll  show  you  a 
picture  of  President  John  Kennedy 
shaking  hands  with  him  at  the  airport 
just  minutes  before  the  fateful 
assassination.  Baxton  was  local 
arrangements  chairman  that  day. 

He’d  already  taken  a  run  for  Congress, 
losing  the  primary  by  only  267  votes.  The 
next  time  he  ran  —  in  1964  —  he  didn’t 
fare  so  well.  But  a  subsequent  offer  to 
head  the  Tennessee  Council  on  Human 
Relations  kept  him  "political"  for  the 
next  seven  years. 

It  was  almost  as  if  history  were  follow¬ 
ing  him.  He  was  in  Memphis,  deeply 
involved  in  the  social  strife  of  that  city 
the  day  Martin  Luther  King,  Jr.  was  shot. 
But  Nashville  saw  the  most  of  him,  and  it 
was  there  that  the  unconventional 
executive  was  best  known. 

I’d  march  for  anything,"  he  says  of 
that  period  in  his  life.  Oddly  enough  he 
didn’t  wind  up  in  jail  very  often,  but 
during  one  stay  in  1969  he  started 
growing  his  famous  white  beard,  which 
he  shaved  off  only  days  ago. 

It’s  all  fit  in  very  well  the  past  three 
years  as  Baxton  headquartered  in  the 
rustic  remains  of  an  old  campground 
here  on  the  edge  of  the  Blue  Ridge  Park¬ 
way. 

He  calls  this  his  "year  off,"  and  the 


Arkansas  farm  boy  seems  very  much  at 
home  as  he  roams  his  378  acres,  feeding 
the  pigs  and  calling  to  his  horse. 

Actually  his  days  are  anything  but 
leisurely.  Weekly  an  average  of  40 
persons  seek  out  this  self-styled  minister 
to  the  counterculture.  Much  of  this  stems 
from  his  periodic  visits  to  Canada  in  the 
last  three  years  in  his  ministry  to  draft 
resisters. 

On  special  appointment  by  the  North 
Texas  Conference  and  underwritten  by 
the  Field  Foundation,  Baxton  brought  the 
church’s  presence  to  the  tense  anci 
fearful  communes  of  draft  dodgers  all 
over  Canada.  And  again,  in  a  most 
unusual  manner. 

Buying  a  camper,  Baxton  headed  north 
the  first  time,  landing  on  the  campus  of 
McGill  University  in  Montreal.  He 
reports  that  he  started  frying  chicken 
and  fed  15  young  men  before  the  evening 
was  over.  From  then  on  it  was  word  of 
mouth. 

Helping  in  any  way  he  could,  usually  in 
assisting  the  fellows  to  get  official  papers 
from  home  in  order  to  register  legally  in 
Canada,  he  often  called  parents  or 
pastors  or  close  friends  who  gratefully 
received  news  of  the  boys’  whereabouts, 
taking  added  comfort  that  they  were  in 
touch  with  a  minister. 

Again  the  gadfly  drew  national  at¬ 
tention  as  CBS-TV  filmed  the  first  of  his 
now  famous  Thanksgiving  dinners  with 
the  boys  in  1971. 

He’s  been  part  of  the  action,  too,  in  1969 
when  “Jonathan’s  Wake,"  a  group  of 
underground  church  people,  graced  a 
national  meeting  of  the  staid  National 
Council  of  Churches.  He  also  claims  to 
have  been  a  moderating  influence  in 
plans  to  hold  a  testimony  meeting  during 
a  worship  service  prior  to  General 
Conference  in  St.  Louis  in  1970. 

Yes,  he  says  he’s  lost  some  of  his  faith 
in  American  institutions  —  ecclesiastical 
and  political.  But  he  knows  full  well  that 
he’s  a  child  of  those  institutions.  And  now 
the  55-year-old  preacher  thinks  it’s  time 
he  returned  to  the  local  church. 

"I’ve  always  missed  the  pastorate,"  he 
explained,  adding,  "Nowhere  else  do  you 


Bradenton 

Florida 


JUHkujUyLda, 


A  delightfully  beautiful  Retirement  Home  on  the  exotic  west  coast  of  Florida 
It  faces  west  over  blue  water  and  green  trees  with  red  and  yellow  blossoms  the 
year  ‘round.  And  it  faces  east  over  downtown  Bradenton  within  walking 
distance  to  churches,  library ,  banks,  stores.  It’s  relaxing.  It’s  secure.  It's  oc¬ 
cupied  by  people  much  like  yourself  who  will  make  you  feel  comfortably  at 
home  for  the  rest  of  your  life. 

ASBURY  TOWERS  is  designed  and  operated  for  gracious  living  with  modern 
accommodations  for  your  creature  comforts  including  health  care.  Come,  live 
with  us  and  check  your  responsibilities  at  the  curb  when  you  enter.  A  card, 
letter  or  phone  call  will  bring  you  a  color  brochure  and  complete  Information. 

ASBURY  TOWERS,  1533  -  4th  Avenue  West,  Bradenton,  Florida  33505 
Odell  Glass,  Administrator  Phone:  813/  747-1881 

°ISfrict  of  FlorWa  Conference  of  The  United  Methodist  Church,  but  non- 


touch  the  sensitivities  of  people  as  much. 
It’s  a  good  place  to  work  on  social  issues. 
I  want  to  go  back,  too,  and  show  them  it’s 
all  been  a  part  of  the  same  thing  —  the 
pastoral  ministry." 

He’s  not  sure  yet  whether  the  lure  of  his 
mountain  cabin  will  keep  him  in  North 
Carolina  or  the  lure  of  his  grandchildren 
will  take  him  back  to  Texas.  Either  way 
the  man  who  once  wanted  to  be  a  district 
superintendent  now  thinks  he’d  be  most 
at  home  in  the  lowliest  rural  parish. 

He  says  he'd  be  more  Biblical  now  if  he 
goes  back  to  the  local  church.  “People 
are  hungry  for  the  Bible,”  he  observed. 
"In  the  civil  rights  movement  I  saw  timid 
folks  turned  into  steel  in  those  worship 
services." 

Baxton’s  thing  of  the  future  is  prison 
reform,  and  it’s  a  sure  bet  he’ll  bring  his 
unique  style  to  the  problem  wherever  he 
winds  up. 

Meanwhile  the  man  who’s  moved  from 
race  to  war  to  prison  reform  is  sure  of 
one  thing:  “The  last  10  years  has  brought 
me  an  understanding  of  Jesus  I  never 
had  before.  You  are  guilty  by  association 
—  just  like  Jesus.  Don’t  think  about 
working  with  people  unless  you  are 
willing  to  have  people  think  about  you 
what  they  think  of  blacks  and  draft 
dodgers  and  criminals." 

|  Poem  'of  llw' week  j 

The  Invitation 

By 

BARBARA  DOLLIVER 

A  banquet  to  be  held, 

The  general  notice  sent. 

I  hesitate.  Was 
My  presence  also  meant? 

How  dreadful  it  would  be 
If  I  took  heart  and  came 
But  at  the  table  found 
No  card  that  bore  my  name. 

Then  privately  came  word : 

“I  want  you  not  as  guest 
But  servant  to  attend 
And  help  to  serve  the  rest." 

He  wants  us  all  to  come 
And  feast  around  that  board! 

The  guest  we  serve  revealed, 

Our  Host  and  gracious  Lord. 

By  EXPLO  ’74  leud  era 


channeled  through  the  board  of 
Discipleship  committee  preparing 
legislation  for  General  Conference.  The 
Council  is  administratively  linked  to  the 
board  through  its  Division  of  Lay  Life 
and  Work. 

Declaring  that  there  are  at  least  21 
million  “gay”  persons  in  the  United 
States,  Johnson  told  the  council  that 
homosexuals  compromise  the  nation’s 
second  largest  minority  group.  “The 
tragedy  is  that  we  are  an  invisible 
minority,"  he  said. 

Johnson  said  “homophobia,"  the  fear 
of  relating  to  persons  of  the  same  sex,  is 
the  number  one  mental  illness  in  the 
nation  and  added  that  one  of  the  biggest 
needs  of  the  church  today  is  a  “theology 
of  sexuality." 

“There  is  a  new  message  coming  from 
God:  human  sexuality  is  an  important 
part  of  human  life." 

The  issue  he  said,  is  not  “sex"  but  how 
persons  express  their  love  to  each  other. 
“Men  don’t  know  how  to  be  intimate  with 
other  men  on  any  level:  emotionally, 
physically,  socially  or  even  spiritual. 
How  many  men  do  you  know  who  can  sit 
down  with  another  man  and  discuss  their 
Christian  faith?" 

"Gay  people  are  in  the  church  because 
we  have  faith  in  Jesus  Christ,"  he  con¬ 
cluded.  “No  one  has  the  right  to  tell  us  we 
can’t  stay  in  the  church.  The  Good  News 
of  Jesus  Christ  was  given  to  every  per¬ 
son." 

Mr.  Reaugh  “listed  the  veil"  of  secrecy 
about  his  own  homosexuality  prior  to  the 
1972  General  Conference  when  in  his 


local  church  he  announced  his  sexual 
orientation  and  offered  his  resignation 
from  the  administrative  board.  The 
board  refused  to  accept  his  resignation 
and  Reaugh  said  he  has  experienced  no 
animosity  from  his  local  church.  He 
continues  to  serve  on  committees  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Troy  Conference  Board  of 
Church  and  Society. 

“Penny"  told  the  group  that  when  her 
homosexuality  was  discovered  she  was 
expelled  from  Brigham  Young 
University,  disfellowshiped  by  the 
Mormon  Church,  disowned  by  her 
family,  and  discharged  dishonorably 
from  the  military  service.  “We  have  not 
had  anyone  to  turn  to,”  she  said,  “not 
even  a  minister  of  God,  not  even  to  God.” 

The  UMCYM  charged  with  “unifying 
the  ministry  with  youth  throughout  the 
church"  includes  20  youth,  half  of  whom 
must  be  Third  World,  and  12  adults  in¬ 
cluding  one  conference  coordinator  of 
youth  work  from  each  of  the  five 
jurisdictions,  and  representatives  from 
boards  and  agencies  of  the  church. 

Not  only  is  the  council  membership 
unusual  because  of  its  provision  for 
minority  representation,  but  for  the  first 
time  in  its  history,  16  of  the  20  youth  are 
female.  Two  of  the  12  adults  represent 
ethnic  minorities. 

During  business  sessions  the  Council 
tightened  its  belt  in  light  of  a  20  percent 
decrease  in  Youth  Service  Fund  giving 
over  the  same  period  of  1973.  Through  the 
end  of  July  the  Council  had  received 
$91,848. 


In  other  action  the  Council: 

•  Reaffirmed  an  earlier  position  of  the 
Council  supporting  those  who  con¬ 
scientiously  oppose  war  and  called  upon 
the  Congress  and  the  President  “to  move 
with  seriousness  and  speed  toward 
healing  the  wounds  of  our  national  life  by 
granting  unconditional  amnesty" 
specifically  to  those  who  oppose  the  Indo¬ 
china  war. 

•  Approved  a  position  paper  in  op¬ 
position  to  a  compulsory  national  service 
program  in  lieu  of  the  military  draft, 
saying  “national  service  should  be 
genuinely  voluntary  and  should  not  offer 
social  service  opportunities  as  an 
alternative  to  military  service."  The 
statement  added  that  any  voluntary 
national  service  should  be  directed  by 
civilian  personnel  and  not  related  to  the 
military  bureaucracy. 

•  Approved  a  statement  on  national 
health  care,  urging  United  Methodist 
Youth  to  join  in  the  effort  to  obtain 
legislation  “that  will  make  possible 
adequate  health  care  for  all  U.S. 
citizens." 

•  Agreed  to  endorse  and  support  a 
world  hunger  action  coalition. 

•  Asked  that  during  the  council’s  Dec 
27 -Jan.  1  meeting  six  hours  be  set  aside  to 
consider  the  Bishops  Call  to  Peace  and 
Self  Development  of  people. 

•  Initiated  exploration  to  see  how  the 
Council  can  meaningfully  relate  to  the 
concerns  of  the  aging. 

Films  concerning  the  United  Farm 
Workers  and  Native  American  struggles 
were  shown  to  the  Council. 


Evangelism  stressed  by  WCC 

Central  Committee  accepts  Lausanne  Covenant  for  study 


WEST  BERLIN  (RNS)  -  Business 
sessions  of  the  World  Council  of  Church¬ 
es'  Central  Committee  here  stressed  that 
evangelism  and  social  concern  are  part 
of  the  same  Gospel. 

From  the  start,  and  in  major 
presentations  by  officials,  evangelism 
was  brought  into  almost  all  discussions. 

The  Lausanne  Covenant  (drafted  at  an 
evangelical-called  International 
Congress  on  World  Evangelization  in 
July)  was  enthusiastically  accepted  for 
study  at  the  1975  World  Council  Fifth 
Assembly,  the  site  of  which  was  moved 
from  Jakarta  to  Nairobi,  Kenya. 

The  importance  of  evangelism  in  the 
ecumenical  movement  was  emphasized 
in  addresses  by  Dr.  M.  M.  Thomas  of 
India,  the  Central  Committee  chairman, 
and  Dr.  Philip  Potter,  general  secretary 
of  the  organization  of  Protestant  and 
Orthodox  Churches  from  90  countries. 

Bible  study  and  extemporaneous 
prayer  were  woven  through  the  business 
sessions,  which  were  opened  with  wor¬ 
ship  at  the  Kaiser  Wilhelm  (Lutheran) 
Church. 


Stunned  at  one  point  into  silent  prayer 
by  a  presentation  on  the  threat  posed  by 
food  and  other  resource  shortages,  the 
committee  later  approved  a  number  of 
measures  which  members  hope  will 
begin  to  ease  the  burden  on  the  world’s 
poor. 

In  a  precedent-setting  action,  the 
Central  Committee  created  an 
Ecumenical  Development  Cooperative 
Society,  a  kind  of  “church  world  bank,” 
through  which  churches  can  put  some 
financial  reserves  into  low-interest  loans 
to  developing  nations.  The  program  will 
begin  functioning  when  $5  million  is  in 
sight,  perhaps  within  the  next  six 
months. 

The  120-member  committee 
acknowledged  the  need  to  look  at 
theology  and  the  Christian  Gospel  from 
the  perspectives  of  the  powerless  and 
oppressed.  It  asked  further  study  of  the 
challenge  of  liberation  theology  to  the 
churches’  theology  and  style  of  life.  This 
study  may  be  coupled  with  work  already 
under  way  on  "Giving  Account  of 
Christian  Hope."  , 


/'  ill'll  uorslii j>  in  ,,  divided  cily 


WEST  BERLIN  —  Kaiser  Wilhelm  Church  is  the  scene  of  a  united  worship  service 
opening  the  World  Council  of  Churches’  Central  Committee  meeting  in  West  Berlin. 
Included  in  the  service  was  a  review  of  the  ecumenical  movement  from  the  WCC’s 
First  Assembly  in  1948.  Representatives  of  147  Churches  in  40  countries  attended  the 
First  Assembly.  The  WCC  today  has  267  Protestant  and  Orthodox  member  churches 
in  80  lands. 
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Evangelization  of  Asia  planned 


SEOUL  (RNS)  —  As  650,000  persons 
attended  the  closing  rally  of  EXPLO  ’74 
here,  Korean  leaders  of  the  international 
evangelism  training  congress  planned 
strategies  for  bringing  the  Gospel  to  each 
of  the  33  million  persons  in  South  Korea. 

Earlier,  Dr.  Joon  Gon  Kim  president  of 
Korean  Campus  Crusade  for  Christ,  had 
expressed  the  hope  that  "history  will  one 
day  record  that  the  Christianization  of 
Asia  began  this  week  in  Korea." 

Bailey  Marks,  Asian  director  of  affairs 
for  Campus  Crusade,  which  sponsored 
EXPLO  '74,  said  of  the  Koreans,  "I  know 
of  no  other  country  with  people  more 
dedicated  and  led  of  the  Lord  " 

Lim  Pyung  Whan,  a  staff  member  of 
Korean  Campus  Crusade  for  Christ,  said 
the  organization  has  developed  a  “village 
plan"  designed  to  take  the  Gospel  to 
Koreans  living  in  rural  villages.  It  calls 
for  training  village  members  in 
evangelism  on  a  weekly,  group  meeting 
basis.  6 


Dr.  Kim  announced  that  another 
strategy  seeks  to  “mobilize  one  million 
mothers  to  adopt  as  their  sons  in  the  faith 
two  million  high  school  and  college 
students  —  two  each." 

Dr.  Bill  Bright,  president  and  founder 
of  Campus  Crusade  for  Christ,  warned  a 
group  of  Korean  leaders  against 
repeating  some  of  the  mistakes  that  have 
been  made  in  the  United  States. 

He  told  some  100  educators,  doctors, 
lawyers  and  businessmen  that  “the 
United  States  was  founded  on  Christian 
principles.  One  hundred  and  four  of  our 
first  111  colleges  and  universities  were 
started  as  Christian  institutions.  But 
while  the  Christians  slept,  atheists  took 
over  the  schools." 

The  Campus  Crusade  president 
warned  the  Korean  leaders  that  atheism 
was  only  one  step  away  from  com¬ 
munism.  He  asserted  that  “the  only 
nation  strong  against  communism  is  a 


nation  with  a  vital  faith  in  Jesus  Christ." 

At  an  earlier  press  conference,  Dr. 
Bright  told  reportesrs  that  there  is  no 
religious  repression  in  South  Korea.  “It 
is  only  political,  and  I  believe  it  is  for 
good  cause,"  he  said. 

Dr.  Bright  admitted  that  he  had  not 
discussed  political  activity  by  religious 
leaders  with  South  Korean  Christian 
leaders.  But  he  contended  that  the 
openness  of  discussions  on  Christianity  in 
South  Korea’s  public  schools  exceeds 
that  permitted  in  American  public 
schools. 

In  addition  to  the  320,000  Koreans 
present  at  EXPLO  ’74,  there  were  2,887 
delegates  from  78  foreign  countries 
during  the  five-day  event.  Peak  at¬ 
tendance  at  the  mass  rallies  was  on  the 
opening  night  (Aug.  14),  with  an 
estimated  1.3  million  persons  crowded  in 
a  space  a  mile  long  and  one-quarter  mile 
wide. 


Pastoral  ministry  to  Christians  wit¬ 
nessing  in  situations  of  oppression  was 
endorsed.  The  World  Council  was  asked 
to  send  words  of  encouragement  to 
Christians  suffering  political  repression 
in  South  Korea  and  the  Philippines. 

Continuation  of  the  controversial 
Program  to  Combat  Racism  was  voted 
and  a  goal  of  $300,000  annually  for  grants 
to  organizations  opposing  endorsed. 

A  resolution  passed  by  the  Central 
Committee  expressed  strong  disapproval 
of  intervention  of  foreign  military  forces 
in  Cyprus.  As  the  committee  adjourned, 
Turkey  was  extending  its  military 
operations  on  the  island. 

Because  reconstruction  needs  in 
Indochina  are  massive  and  efforts  are 
just  beginning,  the  committee  recognized 
that  its  Fund  for  Reconstruction  and 
Reconciliation  in  Indochina  may  need  to 
be  extended  beyond  1975,  the  originally 
designated  expiration  date. 

A  financial  report  showed  that  the 
World  Council  is  not  facing  an  economic 
crisis  at  the  present,  and  that  obligations 
can  be  met  through  1975.  However, 
should  increased  giving  from  member 
Churches  fail  to  match  inflation  in  1976, 
the  WCC  may  have  to  institute  cuts  in 
staff  and  program. 

In  other  actions,  the  Central  Com¬ 
mittee: 

•  Received  three  new  full  members 
and  one  associate  member,  bringing  the 
total  number  of  communions  to  271 

•  Renewed  a  long-standing  concern  for 
the  Middle  East  with  a  call  for 
Palestinian  people  to  be  represented  in 
the  Geneva  peace  talks. 

•  Instructed  the  World  Council  finance 
department  to  seek  assurances  that  six 
European  banks  participating  in  the 
European  American  Banking  Cor¬ 
poration  will  stop  making  loans  to  the 
South  African  government  and  its 
agencies.  The  action  was  to  protest 
apartheid  (racial  separation)  in  the 
Republic  of  South  Africa. 

Georgia 
Harkness 
dies  at  83 

CLAREMONT,  Calif.  (RNS)  —  Ur. 
Georgia  Harkness,  one  of  the  world’s 
most  prominent  women  theologians,  died 
suddenly  here  on  Aug.  21  at  the  age  of  83 
An  ordained  United  Methodist,  she 
retired  in  1961  from  the  faculty  of  Pacific 
School  of  Religion,  Berkeley,  where  she 
taught  for  11  years,  and  moved  to 
Claremont  in  1969. 

Dr.  Harkness  remained  active 
following  her  retirement.  Last  May  she 
was  conference  preacher  for  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  North  Indiana  United 
Methodist  Conference.  The  latest  of  her 
30  books  is  entitled  “Mysticism." 

The  theologian  was  an  ardent 
ecumenist  and  was  involved  in  many  of 
the  important  ecumenical  ventures  of  the 
early  and  mid-20th  century.  She  took  part 
in  the  Oxford  Conference  on  Life  and 
Work  in  1937  and  the  Madras  Conference 
of  the  International  Missionary  Council 
in  1938.  Both  meetings  were  important  in 
the  preparation  for  the  World  Council  c 
Churches. 

She  was  also  a  delegate  to  the  194v 
Amsterdam  Founding  Assembly  of  the 
World  Council  and  to  several  subsequent 
Assemblies  of  the  world  body. 

Dr.  Harkness’  81st  birthday  came 
during  the  April  1972  General  Conference 
of  her  denomination  in  Atlanta  where  she 
was  a  delegate.  She  was  enthusiastically 
hailed  by  the  church. 

In  recent  years,  the  theologian  had 
turned  her  attention  to  the  question  of 
women  and  the  church.  One  of  the  last  of 
her  books  was  "Women  in  Church  and 
Society."  She  identified  with  the  more 
moderate  wing  of  the  women’s  liberation 
movement  and  said  her  wish  was  to  do 
something  to  change  the  conditions  that 
gave  rise  to  the  movement. 
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Stalwart  women  crusaders  paved  way  for  social  change 


By  BEVERLY  BOCHE 

Without  plan  or  forewarning  the 
women  gathered.  Singing  hymns  to  help 
quell  their  fears,  they  began  their  march 
on  the  saloons  of  America .  The  year  was 
1873,  and  the  Great  Crusade  had  begun. 
Before  it  ended  hundreds  of  saloons 
across  the  country  would  be  closed  down 
because  of  the  efforts  of  this  group. 

Although  the  liquor  problem  had  been 
of  concern  to  many  since  early  in  the  19th 
Century,  it  was  in  the  aftermath  of  the 
Civil  War  that  great  numbers  of  people 
became  aware  of  it  as  a  serious  threat  to 
society.  This  was  particularly  true  of 
American  women  who  saw  their  families 
endangered  by  husbands  and  fathers, 
who,  having  returned  from  long  years  of 
fighting,  could  not  control  their  drinking. 

With  the  Great  Crusade,  women  for  the 
first  time  saw  that  they  could  force  ac¬ 
tion  when  they  banded  together.  No 
longer  need  they  be  restricted  to  merely 
“influencing”  men  to  take  proper  action. 
They  had  power  which  they,  themselves, 
could  make  use  of. 

A  year  later,  some  of  the  crusaders  and 


their  friends  meeting  at  Chautauqua, 
New  York,  with  the  National  Sunday 
School  Assembly  decided  to  organize  the 
anti-liquor  movement  “to  make  per¬ 
manent  the  grand  work  of  the  last  few 
months.” 

One  hundred  and  thirty-five  women 
answered  their  call  to  “hold  the  ground 
already  won  and  move  onward  together 
to  complete  victory"  over  alcohol.  They 
met  November  18-20,  1874  in  Cleveland, 
Ohio.  Officers  were  elected,  a  con¬ 
stitution  was  framed,  a  statement  of 
principles  adopted  —  and  the  Women’s 
Christian  Temperence  Union  was  born! 

United  Methodist  women  have  been  a 
part  of  this  organization  from  the  very 
beginning.  In  fact,  one  of  these.  Annie 
Turner  Wittenmyer  of  Pennsylvania, 
became  the  first  president.  Mrs.  Wit¬ 
tenmyer  was  known  to  nearly  everyone 
at  the  convention  for  her  work  during  the 
Civil  War  in  originating  special  diet 
kitchens  for  the  army  and,  later,  for  her 
efforts  on  behalf  of  the  Home  Missionary 
Society  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church. 


Under  her  leadership  23  state 
auxiliaries  to  the  national  WCTU  were 
organized.  Mrs.  Wittenmyer  traveled 
hundreds  of  miles  in  the  cause  of  tem¬ 
perance  and  delivered  lectures  as  often 
as  six  times  in  one  week 

In  1879  another  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  became  the 
second  president  of  the  organization. 
Frances  E.  Willard  of  Illinois,  a  noted 
educator  and  organizer,  had  been 
corresponding  secretary  during  the 
Union’s  first  few  years.  It  is  she  who  is 
generally  credited  with  having  authored 
the  Declaration  of  Principles  for  the 
newly  formed  group. 

This  Declaration  included  an  af¬ 
firmation  of  the  coming  of  His  Kingdom, 
of  the  gospel  of  the  Golden  Rule  and  of 
several  positions  which  would  be  con¬ 
sidered  forward  looking  even  today.  One 
paragraph,  for  example,  states,  “We 
believe  that  God  created  both  man  and 
woman  in  His  own  image,  and,  therefore, 
we  believe  in  one  standard  of  purity  for 
both  men  and  women,  and  in  the  equal 
right  of  all  to  hold  opinions  and  to  express 


the  same  with  equal  freedom.” 

The  statement  continues  in  the 
economic  realm  by  declaring  the  belief  in 
a  living  wage,  the  eight-hour  day  and  in 
“justice  as  opposed  to  greed  of  gain.” 
The  final  paragraphs  contained  the 
pledge  to  abstain  from  all  distilled, 
fermented  and  malt  liquors  and  to  em¬ 
ploy  all  proper  means  to  discourage  the 
use  of  and  traffic  in  these  alcoholic 
beverages. 

Miss  Willard  was  a  strong  advocate, 
also,  of  extending  the  right  to  vote  to 
women,  and  she  never  wavered  from  her 
conviction  that  to  settle  the  question  of 
liquor  in  the  United  States  women  must 
obtain  the  right  to  cast  the  ballot  on  this 
issue.  She  recognized  long  before  most 
other  women  and  men  that  the  power  to 
change  society  lies  in  organized  efforts 
by  voters. 

Some  historians  have  speculated  that 
the  strength  of  the  WCTU  effort  on  behalf 
of  women’s  sufferage  added  to  the 
determination  of  Congress  to  pass  the 
18th  Amendment  to  the  Constitution, 
hoping  it  would  take  much  of  the  impetus 


away  from  their  struggle  to  gain  the  vote. 

Miss  Willard  recognizing  that  not 
everyone  or  everything  was  in  the 
temperance  movement  nevertheless 
believed  that  the  temperance  movement 
should  be  in  everything.  “A  one-sided 
movement,”  she  said,  “makes  onesided 
advocates.  Total  abstinence  is  not  the 
crucial  virtue  in  life  that  excuses 
financial  crookedness,  defamation  of 
character,  or  habits  of  impurity.  We  have 
known  persons  who  (because  they  had 
never  touched  a  drop  of  liquor)  set 
themselves  up  as  if  they  belonged  to  the 
royal  line,  but  whose  tongues  were  as 
corroding  as  alcohol  itself  and  whose 
narrowness  had  no  competitor  save  a 
straight  line.” 

In  1974,  as  the  Women’s  Christian 
Temperance  Union  celebrates  100  years 
of  effort  to  alert  people  to  the  problems 
created  by  alcoholic  beverages,  it  can 
look  back  on  a  number  of  other  ac¬ 
complishments  unrecognized  by  most 
people.  The  termperance  group,  for 
example,  acting  on  its  concern  for  the 
protection  of  women  and  children 


traveling  alone,  established  Travelers’ 
Aid. 

In  1885,  the  Union  spoke  out  against 
women’s  fashions  which  they  felt 
deformed  the  body  by  the  “constriction 
of  the  waist  and  compression  of  the 
trunk.”  As  many  as  60  years  ago  they 
petitioned  the  governments  of  the  world 
to  outlaw  opiates. 

In  addition,  they  attacked  abuses  at 
correctional  institutions  and  often  ef¬ 
fected  changes  in  them.  They  fought  for 
the  hiring  of  policewomen  to  deal  with 
children  and  women  and  they  supported 
the  League  of  Nations,  the  International 
Court  of  Justice  and  other  means  of 
arbitration  for  settling  international 
disputes. 

Not  a  bad  record  to  build  on  for  the  next 
100  years  as  United  Methodists  as  well  as 
others  continue  the  work  begun  by  those 
in  the  Great  Crusade! 

(Mrs.  Boche  is  editor  of  the  Minnesota 
edition  of  the  United  Methodist  Repor¬ 
ter.) 


examined  in  regional  meetings 


NEW  YORK  <UMC)  —  Conference  and 
district  leadership  related  to  the  United 
Methodist  Church’s  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  nearly  1,000  strong,  will 
gather  across  the  nation  in  five 
jurisdictional  events  to  grapple  with  the 
issues  involved  in  global  mission  today. 
Theme  of  the  three-day  coast-to-coast 
conferences  beginning  in  September  is 
“Why  Global?" 

Being  launched  along  with  the  current 
ecumenical  mission  study  on  global 
consciousness,  the  events  are  design^Up 
help  leaders'  understand  to«gfr  * 
concerning  North  American  assump¬ 
tions,  values,  practices,  and  theology 
that  shape  mission  in  the  global  com¬ 
munity.  It  is  hoped,  according  to  plan¬ 
ners.  that  changes  and  tensions  can  be 
faced  honestly  by  the  participants  as 
they  explore  “past  and  present 
relationships,  pain  and  joy,  and 
emerging  responses  to  global  realities.” 

The  initial  meeting  will  be  held  in  the 
Southeastern  Jurisdiction  at  Lake 
Junaluska,  N.C.,  September  10-12.  It  will 
open  with  an  address  by  Board  president, 
Bishop  Paul  A.  Washburn  of  Chicago, 
and  will  be  followed  by  “Ten  Tough 
Questions,"  introduced  by  the  Rev.  H. 
Claude  Young  of  Thomasville,  N.C., 
dealing  with  questions  the  local  church 
has  about  global  ministries  and  mission 
today. 


Mr.  Young  is  president  of  the  Board’s 
Education  and  Cultivation  Division, 
which  is  sponsoring  the  events.  Third 
World  speakers  from  the  U.S.  and 
abroad,  update  sessions  on  different 
parts  of  the  world,  and  missions  in  the 
United  States  are  features  of  the 
program. 

Other  events  on  somewhat  similar 
models  are  planned  for  the  North  Central 
Jurisdiction  —  Oak  Brook,  Illinois, 
September  17-19;  Northeastern  Jur¬ 
isdiction  — .  Chicopee,  Massachusetts, 
^Ottober  3-5;  South  Central  Jurisdiction 
—  Oklahoma  City,  Oklahoma,  November 
20-22,  and  Western  Jurisdiction  — 
December  2-4  at  a  place  to  be  deter¬ 
mined. 

Planned  by  conference  representatives 
and  staff  from  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  in  each  jurisdiction,  the 
consultations  grew  out  of  the  recognition 
that  following  structural  changes  made 
at  the  1972  General  Conference  local 
congregations  need  a  better  un¬ 
derstanding  of  the  concerns  now  grouped 
together  in  the  biggest  of  the  four 
program  agencies  of  United  Methodism. 

Mr.  Young,  pastor  of  Memorial  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Thomasville,  N.C., 
says  that  the  underlying  purpose  of  the 
five  consultations,  involving  150  to  200 
persons  each,  is  to  increase  un¬ 
derstanding  of  mission  and  global 


Church  union  high  on  agenda 
of  new  Anglican  archbishop 


LONDON  (RNS)  —  Church  union  will 
be  high  on  the  list  of  priorities  of  Arch¬ 
bishop  Donald  Coggan  of  York  when  he 
takes  over  as  next  Archbishop  of  Can¬ 
terbury  and  Primate  of  All  England  in 
November,  he  said  in  a  televison  in¬ 
terview. 

Dr.  Coggan  was  asked  specifically 
whether  he  would  pursue  the  un¬ 
successful  but  still  much  sought  after 
organic  union  with  the  Methodist  Church. 
He  replied,  “Oh  yes,  very  much  so.  The 
general  union  of  the  churches  will  be 
very  high  on  my  list  of  priorities. 

“You  have  singled  out  the  Methodists 
presumably  because  of  the  debacle  (in 
the  Anglican  General  Synod)  in  May  ’73 
when  what  the  present  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury  and  I,  and  many  others  had 
greatly  hoped  for,  didn't  come  off.”  (This 
was  a  reference  to  the  Synod’s  failure  to 


vote  in  favor  of  a  scheme  of  reunion 
between  the  two  churches). 

“I  think  therefore,”  he  said,  “we  ought 
to  have  a  particularly  tender  approach  to 
the  Methodists.  Nevertheless,  we  must 
see  this  as  a  much  wider  movement 
towards  union,  reaching  from  the  Roman 
Catholics  to  the  Methodists,  to  the  United 
Reformed,  etc.  etc.  This  is  a  vast 
operation  which  we  must  pursue  with 
great  zeal.” 

Elsewhere  in  the  interview,  Dr. 
Coggan  intimated  he  intends  putting 
evangelism  before  ritual  when  he  is 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury.  “What  do  you 
preach?”  he  asked.  “What  do  you  teach? 
What  is  it  you’re  trying  to  get  across? 
This  is  terribly  important  and  this  is 
where  I  direct  all  my  interests,  my  study, 
my  thought.” 

1 


ministries  and  to  help  local  churches 
realize  how  they  relate  to  the  global 
community.  In  addition  to  the  events, 
resource  materials  are  being  prepared 
including  a  basic  process  manual  by  Mr. 
Young,  filmstrips,  an  animated  film,  and 
other  materials.  They  will  be  tested 
during  the  conferences  and  released  for 
local  congregations  in  early  1975. 

In  addition  to  emphasis  on  global  in¬ 
terdependence  the  events  will  attempt  to 
“understand  God’s  intention  for  life  in 
the  world  community  and  the  particular 
role  of  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  in 
that  global  context."  Identifying  ways 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  and  local 
churches  are  mutually  participating  in 
mission  in  the  global  community  is  also  a 
principal  purpose,  according  to  the  Rev. 
David  W.  Briddell,  assistant  general 
secretary  of  the  Education  and 
Cultivation  Division,  who  heads  a  staff 
planning  team. 

The  meetings  will  deal  with  such 
questions  as  the  meaning  of  commitment 
to  Jesus  Christ  in  various  cultures,  how 
to  cope  with  diversity  in  mission,  power 
relationships  between  Third  World  and 
North  America,  and  the  role  of  persons  in 
missions  today. 

The  conferences  also  are  designed  to 
help  conference  and  district  leadership 
understand  the  reasons  why  national  and 
world  missions,  overseas  relief,  United 
Methodist  Women,  Health  and  Welfare 
ministries,  and  ecumenical  and  in¬ 
terreligious  concerns  are  grouped 
together  in  a  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 
Plans  for  itineration  of  international 
teams  will  be  made. 

The  local  church  participation  in  the 
“Why  Global”  emphasis  is  planned  to 
extend  from  1975  through  the  1976 
General  Conference  in  Portland,  Oreg. 


Watergate  guard  receives  King  award 

PHILADELPHIA  —  Frank  Wills  [right]  the  security  guard  who  discovered  the 
break-in  that  led  to  the  Watergate  scandal,  receives  the  1974  Martin  Luther  King 
Award  from  the  Rev.  Ralph  David  Abernathy,  president  of  the  Southern  Christian 
Leadership  Conference,  during  the  SCLC’s  annual  meeting  in  Philadelphia.  The 
King  Award  is  the  top  honor  given  by  the  civil  rights  organization  founded  by  the  late 
Nobel  Peace  Prize  winner.  Mr.  Wills,  26,  was  a  security  guard  at  the  Watergate 
complex  in  Washington  in  the  Summer  of  1972.  It  was  he  who  discovered  the  break-in 
at  the  headquarters  of  the  Democratic  National  Committee.  His  discovery  led 
eventually  to  the  Watergate  investigations  and  the  resignation  of  President  Nixon. 
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Amnesty  call  lauded  by  churchmen 

President’s  proposal  welcomed;  more  leniency  sought 


If  oman  at  prayer 

SEOUL  —  Rain  trickles  down  the  face  of  a  Korean  woman  as  she  fervently  prays 
during  the  second  night  of  EXPLO  ’74  in  Seoul.  More  than  650,900  persons  attended 
the  rally.  The  night  before  a  record  crowd  of  1.3  million  gathered  to  open  the  five-day 
conclave  sponsored  by  Campus  Crusade  for  Christ  International. 

RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  Top  Protestant, 
Roman  Catholic  and  Jewish  officials 
warmly  welcomed  President  Ford’s  call 
for  “conditional  amnesty”  in  dealing 
with  Vietnam  war  draft  resisters  and 
deserters. 

The  Rev.  W.  Sterling  Cary,  president  of 
the  National  Council  of  Churches,  New 
York;  Bishop  James  S.  Rausch,  general 
secretary  of  the  National  Conference  of 
Catholic  Bishops,  Washington,  D.  C.,  and 
Rabbi  Arthur  Hertzberg,  president  of  the 
American  Jewish  Congress,  New  York, 
were  among  those  hailing  Mr.  Ford’s 
initiative. 

Each  of  the  three,  however,  suggested 
in  separate  statements  that  the 
President’s  proposals  be  made  more 
lenient  —  in  the  direction  of  un¬ 
conditional  amnesty. 

Mr.  Ford,  speaking  to  the  Veterans  of 
Foreign  War  in  Chicago  on  Aug.  19,  said 
he  wanted  a  “second  chance”  for  young 
men  who  fled  the  country  to  escape  in¬ 
duction  and  those  in  legal  trouble  for 
resistance  and  desertion  during  the  war. 

But  he  felt  that  the  swond  chance  must 
be  “earned,”  and  the  new  Chief 
Executive  rejected  unconditional  am¬ 
nesty. 

Meanwhile  in  Chicago,  Sen.  Edward 
Kennedy  (D-Mass.),  also  speaking  to  the 
VFW,  praised  the  President  for  calling 
for  “mercy,  healing,  leniency”  in  regard 
to  resisters  and  deserters.  He  appealed  to 
the  veterans’  group,  which  passed  a 
resolution  opposing  any  amnesty,  to 
reconsider  its  position,  which  he  termed 
“narrow.” 

In  hailing  Mr.  Ford’s  call,  Mr.  Cary  ot 
the  National  Council  said,  “This  is  an 
hour  when  understanding  and  com¬ 
passion  are  vital  to  the  healing  of  our 
country’s  wounds  of  spirit  and  purpose. 
We  can  thank  God  that  President  Ford  is 
leading  the  way.” 

Bishop  Rausch  said  that  the 
President’s  remarks  to  the  VFW  were  “a 
welcome  sign  of  his  determination  to 
bring  about  reconciliation  in  our 
country.”  He  noted  that  the  Catholic 
hierarchy’s  position  on  amnesty  appears 
to  be  “fully  supportive  of  the  approach 
suggested  by  the  President.” 

Yet  the  bishop  said  that  “consideration 
should  be  given  to  unconditional  amnesty 


at  least  for  those  who  resisted  military 
service  because  of  their  conscientious 
convictions.” 

Rabbi  Hertzberg  of  the  American 
Jewish  Congress  said  that  the  President 
“has  made  it  clear  to  all  that  the  con¬ 
science  of  America  cannot  rest  until  we 
make  possible  the  return  of  those 
thousands  of  young  Americans  now 
living  abroad  whom  the  President  rightly 
described  as  “casualties”  of  the  war.” 

He  welcomed  the  inclusion  of  deserters 
in  those  considered  for  amnesty,  but’ 
Rabbi  Hertzberg  said  his  organization 
disagrees  with  Mr.  Ford  on  the  issue  of 
alternative  service,  that  is,  “earned” 
amnesty. 

Rabbi  Hertzberg  said,  however,  that 
differences  between  stands  on  con¬ 


ditional  and  unconditional  amnesty  are 
not  currently  as  important  as  the  fact 
that  the  President  has  opened  public 
debate  on  amnesty.  He  said  the  Chief 
Executive  took  a  “most  positive  step”  by 
moving  the  issue  “from  whether  am¬ 
nesty  should  be  granted  to  what  its 
nature  and  scope  should  be.” 

Many  observers  considered  it 
courageous  on  Mr.  Ford’s  part  to  make 
his  amnesty  statement  to  the  VFW, 
which  has  consistently  condemned 
amnesty  proposals. 

Ray  R.  Soden,  the  VFW  national 
president,  said  the  1974  anti-amnesty 
resolution  would  not  be  recinded.  “We’re 
upholding  nothing  more  than  what  every 
citizen  is  expected  to  uphold  —  the  law,” 
he  said. 


goes  to  bat 
for  hospitals 

JEFFERSON  CITY,  Mo.  (RNS)  —  A 
friend  of  the  court  brief  is  being  entered 
in  a  hospital  tax  exemption  case  by  the 
Health  and  Welfare  Ministries  Division 
of  the  United  Methodist  Board  of  Global 
Ministries. 

In  a  decision  announced  April  17,  the 
Kansas  City  Circuit  Court  ruled  that 
three  non-public  hospitals  were  no  longer 
eligible  for  tax  exemption.  The  decision 
is  being  appealed  to  the  state  Supreme 
Court  here. 

Though  the  status  of  only  three 
hospitals  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  is  im¬ 
mediately  at  stake,  the  exemption  of 
church-related  and  other  non-public 
hospitals  throughout  the  state  would 
presumably  be  affected  if  the  lower  court 
decision  were  upheld. 

The  hospitals  immediately  concerned 
were  Baptist  Memorial  Hospital,  St. 
Luke’s  Hospital  (Episcopal)  and  the 
Research  Hospital  and  Medical  Center,  a 
private  institution. 

“If  these  hospitals  become  taxable,  it 
will  have  ramifications  throughout  the 
country,”  said  attorney  Eugene  T. 
Hackler,  who  is  representing  the  Health 
and  Welfare  Ministries  Division. 

In  denying  the  exemptions,  the  judge  of 
the  Circuit  Court  emphasized  the 
following  points; 

•  The  hospitals  showed  “substantial 
net  operating  profit.” 

•  All  potential  patients  are  questioned 
about  their  financial  resources,  and  are 
billed  for  the  services  they  receive,  with 
about  one  per  cent  erf  these  billings 
written  off  as  bad  debts. 

•  The  hospitals  had  no  established 
program  to  aid  the  indigent,  and  such  a'  1 
was  rendered  in  only  token  amounts. 

•  Exemptions  granted  in  past  years 
were  based  on  a  “desperate  need”  for 
hospitals  at  a  time  when  they  were 
“infant  industries.” 

In  order  to  merit  tax  exempt  status,  he 
said,  a  hospital  should  have  care  of  the 
indigent  as  its  primary  purpose. 

Commenting  on  the  decision  to  submit 
a  friend  of  the  court  brief  in  support  of 
the  appeal,  John  A.  Murdoch  of  the 
Health  and  Welfare  Ministries  Division 
said,  "Since  the  taxation  of  hospitals 
would  weaken  the  care  of  all  people  at 
current  rates,  and  would  especially 
threaten  care  of  the  indigent  and  low 
income  people  who  can  barely  afford  to 
pay  their  own  ways,  the  Division  sees  the 
suit  as  having  possible  broad  and  grave 
repercussions.” 

United  Methodists  have  four  hospitals 
in  Missouri:  Methodist  Medical  Center  in 
St.  Joseph,  Barnes  Hospital  in  St.  Louis, 
Lester  E.  Cox  Medical  Center  in 
Springfield  and  Freeman  Hospital  in 
Joplin. 


National  Fire  Protection  Association  says 

Churches  constitute  fire  hazard 


BOSTON  (RNS)  —  The  way  churches 
are  built  and  used  makes  them  par¬ 
ticularly  vulnerable  to  fires,  according  to 
a  newly-published  study  by  the  National 
Fire  Protection  Association. 

A  principal  reason  for  this  vulner¬ 
ability,  says  the  report,  lies  in  the 
fact  that  they  are  unoccupied  a  large  part 
of  the  time. 

“Since  many  of  them  are  customarily 
,  left  unlocked  at  all  times,  whether  oc¬ 
cupied  or  not,”  it  says,  “they  are  open 
not  only  to  legitimate,  well-intentioned 
visitors,  but  also  to  arsonists,  thieves  and 
vandals  .  .  .  And  once  a  fire  starts,  it  is 
likely  to  attain  considerable  headway 
before  it  is  discovered.” 

The  NFPA,  which  has  headquarters 
here,  also  points  out  that  churches 
usually  have  large  open  spaces  and 
highly  combustible  construction  and 
contents,  but  are  seldom  provided  with 
fire  protection  features  like  sprinklers. 

In  summary,  the  NFPA  study  con¬ 
cludes,  churches  are  “built  to  burn.” 

The  bulk  of  the  20-page  study  consists 
of  capsule  reports  on  particular  fires  that 
have  occurred  since  the  NFPA  published 
a  similar  study  in  1965.  But  it  also  con¬ 


tains  statistical  charts  and  general 
analysis  of  the  fire  hazards  peculiar  to 
churches. 

Out  of  a  total  of  325,000  churches  and 
synagogues  in  the  U.S.,  the  report  says, 
some  4,300  were  damaged  by  fire  in  1972, 
with  a  loss  of  over  $28  million. 

Arson  has  become  the  single  leading 
cause  of  church  fires  for  which  a  cause 
could  be  determined,  according  to  the 
report.  This  figure  is  now  36.5  per  cent,  a 
sharp  increase  from  the  16.8  per  cent  that 
the  1965  study  found  attributed  to  arson. 

Other  principal  causes  are  defective 
heating  equipment  (25.1  per  cent), 
defective  wiring  (22  per  cent)  and 
lightening  (6.6  per  cent).  About  3  per  cent 
of  church  fires  start  in  the  organ,  and 
the  remainder  are  attributed  to  a  variety 
of  causes. 

Nearly  half  of  all  church  fires  occur 
between  the  hours  of  11  p.m.  and  7  a.m., 
according  to  the  study,  and  more  than 
three-fourths  while  the  building  is 
unoccupied. 

“Automatic  sprinklers  have  proved  to 
be  the  most  effective  fire  protection 
system  now  available,”  says  the  NFPA. 


But  it  says  many  congregations 
nonetheless  refuse  to  put  them  in. 

"They  consider  it  an  unnecessary 
drain  on  their  building  funds,  and 
rationalize  their  decision  on  the  grounds 
that  their  local  fire  department  is 
capable  of  taking  care  of  any  fire  that 
might  occur,”  says  the  report. 

“However,  as  most  people  know,  the 
facts  indicate  otherwise,”  it  continues. 
“A  fire  that  starts  in  an  unoccupied, 
unprotected  building,  especially  at  a 
time  when  most  people  are  asleep,  is 
bound  to  gain  headway  before  it  is 
discovered.  Such  headway  puts  it  beyond 
the  capabilities  of  any  fire  department  to 
control  before  a  major  and  often  a  total 
loss  occurs.” 

A  chart  showing  the  percentage  of 
church  fires  by  month  reveals  that  the 
most  hazardous  months  are  January  (19 
per  cent)  and  May  (11.7  per  cent),  and 
the  least  hazardous  month  is  June  (3.7 
per  cent).  But  no  suggestions  are  given 
regarding  the  reason  for  this 
distribution. 

(Copies  of  the  report  are  available  at 
$2.25  each  from  the  NFPA,  470  Atlantic 
Ave.,  Boston,  Mass.  02210.) 


Church’s  global  ministries  will  be 


UMC  agency 
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Bishop’s  Message 

For  two  and  one-half  weeks  during  August,  Mrs.  Crutchfield  and  I  had  the 
privilege  of  spending  time  at  our  modest  mountain  retreat  in  Colorado,  a  small 
cabin  on  the  St.  Vrain  River,  some  eight  thousand  feet  above  sea  level,  set  amid 
tall  firs,  spruces,  and  pines,  and  removed  by  only  a  hundred  yards  from  the 
clear  roaring  mountain  stream.  It  is  an  ideal  place  just  to  BE. 

This  summer  we  did  not  do  very  much  at  our  place  which  long  ago  w«s  named 
“Echota”  (Cherokee  word  for  contentment) ;  we  did  have  the  extreme  pleasure 
of  a  visit  from  our  son  and  his  wonderful  wife  and  two  magnificent  grand¬ 
children.  Activities  included  a  sample  of  rainbow  trout  fishing,  a  hike  or  so  in 
the  mountains,  building  the  fires  in  the  fireplace  (early  morning,  sometimes 
late  evening),  w.  hing  the  wildlife,  and  visiting  with  friends.  I  did  some 
puttering  and  minor  repairing  on  the  property.  Everyone  needs  some  time 
away  from  the  usual  duties,  and  I  know  it  is  true  for  those  whose  vocations 
demand  constant  decision-making,  mental  work,  and  administrative  respon¬ 
sibility.  The  mind  needs  rest  as  well  as  does  the  body. 

On  visiting  Echota  I  become  reminded  of  Walter  Rauschenbusch’s  beloved 
prayer: 

O  God,  we  thank  thee  for  this  universe  our  great  home;  for  its  vastness  and  its 
riches,  and  for  the  manifoldness  of  the  life  which  teems  upon  it  and  of  which  we 
are  a  part.  We  praise  thee  for  the  arching  sky  and  the  blessed  winds,  for  the 
driving  clouds  and  the  constellations  on  high.  We  praise  thee  for  the  salt  sea  and 
running  water,  for  the  everlasting  hills,  for  the  trees,  and  for  the  grass  under 
our  feet.  We  thank  thee  for  our  sense  by  which  we  can  see  the  splendour  of  the 
morning  and  hear  the  jubilant  songs  of  love,  and  smell  the  breath  of  the 
seasons.  Grant  us,  we  pray  thee,  a  heart  wide  open  to  all  this  joy  and  beauty, 
and  save  our  souls  from  being  so  steeped  in  care  or  so  darkened  by  passion  that 
we  pass  heedless  and  unseeing  when  even  the  thornbush  by  the  wayside  is 
aflame  with  thy  glory,  the  glory  of  God.  Amen. 

We  had  a  good  summer.  ^ 

Faithfully 


Dr.  Johnny  V.  Jenkins,  Bay  wood,  La., 
member  of  Beech  Grove  Church,  Clinton, 
received  his  Doctor  of  Medicine  degree 
from  UCLA. 


Beech  Grove 
member  earns  M.D. 
in  California 

Johnny  V.  Jenkins,  of  Baywood,  La.,  a 
member  of  Beech  Grove  Church, 
Hammond  District,  has  received  his 
Doctor  of  Medicine  degree  from  the 
University  of  California  Medical  Center. 

Doctor  Jenkins  is  one  of  nine  students 
accepted  from  his  class  for  surgical 
residency  at  UCLA  Medical  Center.  He 
plans  to  continue  his  post-doctorate  work 
in  surgery  and  specialize  in  orthopedics. 

The  son  of  Mrs.  Jonnie  Jenkins  and  the 
late  Whittenburg  Jenkins,  he  is  a 
graduate  of  Chaneyville  High  School, 
Zachary,  and  of  Southern  University.  He 
served  as  choir  director  of  Beech  Grove 
Church,  Clinton. 

While  he  was  serving  in  the  U.  S.  Army, 
Doctor  Chaney  studied  preventive 
medicine  at  Fort  Sam  Houston,  Texas  for 
three  years.  During  his  training  at  the 
Medical  School  of  UCLA,  he  returned  to 
Earl  K.  Long  Memorial  Hospital,  Baton 
Rouge,  for  his  internship  in  orthopedic 
surgery. 

After  completion  of  his  residencies,  he 
plans  to  return  to  Louisiana  to  establish  a 
practice. 


Highlights  of 
September  calendar 

Listed  in  this  column  are  events  of 
importance  in  the  Conference  Calendar 
for  September.  (See  stories  elsewhere  on 
this  page  about  UMW  and  the  1000  Club.) 
Further  details  about  listed  events  will 
be  published  as  they  are  received  by  this 
newspaper. 

The  schedule  follows: 

1000  Club  Sunday  -  September  8 

Board  of  Global  Ministries,  Wesley 
Church,  Baton  Rouge,  September  13-14 
(Executive  Committee,  Sept.  13, 
7:30  P.M.;  Meeting  of  full  Board,  Sept. 
14,  10  A.M.) 

Ministry  Sunday  -  September  15 

Annual  Meeting,  UMW,  Natchitoches, 
Sept.  20-21. 

Board  of  Church  and  Society,  Baton 
Rouge  -  Sept.  21 

Ritired  Ministers’  Sunday  -  Sept.  22 

Christian  Education  Sunday  -  Sept.  29 


Asbury  Church 
pays  off  final  note 


Pictured  here  is  the  Rev.  Noel  Gaines, 
Jr.  [right]  in  front  of  Asbury  Church, 
New  Orleans,  handing  to  Robert  Garrett, 
Board  of  Missions  Treasurer,  payment 
on  the  final  note. 

Asbury  Church,  with  more  than  a 
century  of  service  in  its  long  and  historic 
record,  has  dedicated  its  new  edifice, 
free  of  all  indebtedness.  Bishop  Finis  A. 
Crutchfield  led  the  service  of  dedication. 

Asbury  was  organized  in  1868,  and  the 
first  congregation  worshipped  in  a 
modest  brush  hut.  The  present  property 
was  purchased  during  the  leadership  of 
the  Rev.  James  M.  Bryant  in  1873,  but  the 
church  was  destroyed  by  a  storm  in  1941. 
It  was  later  rebuilt,  under  the  leadership 
of  the  Reverend  Franklin.  Rev.  Henry  J. 
Rhyan  led  Asbury  to  its  new  air  con¬ 
ditioned  building  in  1972. 

Under  the  leadership  of  the  Rev.  Noel 
Gaines,  Jr.,  pastor,  and  Dr.  Robert  F. 
Harrington,  then  District  Superin¬ 
tendent,  the  church  became  debt  free. 


Youth  seminar 


St.  Luke’s  UMY  of  the  New  Orleans 
District  conducted  a  school  of  religion, 
July  28-31.  The  theme  was  “The 
Christian’s  Sexuality.”  A  number  of 
resource  persons  participated  in  this 
study,  including  a  reproductive 
physiologist,  a  psychologist,  a  married 
couple,  and  the  Rev.  George  Duerson, 
pastor  of  the  Kenner  UMC.  The  Rev. 
Wayne  Evans  is  summer  minister  to 
youth  of  St.  Luke’s  and  the  Rev.  Fred  O. 
Shirley  is  pastor. 

The  planning  team  (shown  in  the 
photograph):  (seated)  Karen  Hogan  and 
Terri  Morris;  (standing)  Byron  Guthrie, 
Beth  Augustin,  Walter  Purcell  and  Gail 
Wagenecht. 


Attention 

Louisiana  Conference 
Board  of  Laity 
Fall  Meeting 

Saturday,  September  7, 1974 
Pineville 
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Natchitoches  First  Church 


to  host  UMW 


The  Louisiana  Conference  United 
Methodist  Women’s  annual  meeting  will 
be  held  at  First  Church,  Natchitoches 
September  20  and  21. 

The  site  of  the  meeting  is  the  oldest 
town  in  the  Louisiana  Purchase  and  the 
Natchitoches  Church  dates  back  to  the 
early  1800’s.  One  of  the  first  circuits 
organized  was  the  Natchitoches  Circuit 
in  1826,  called  the  Cane  River  Circuit.  In 
1841  the  Episcopal  Church  had  a  building 
but  no  pastor;  the  Methodists  had  a 
pastor  but  no  building.  They  combined 
resources  and  the  first  Methodist  service 
was  held  in  the  Episcopal  Church,  the 
Rev.  J.  W.  White  officiating,  with  two 
members  present. 

The  Natchitoches  Church  was  in¬ 
corporated  in  1876,  and  the  first  building 
was  erected  1876-1878  on  the  corner  of 
Lafayette  and  Second  Streets.  The 
present  site  was  purchased  in  1909,  and  a 
Spanish  stucco  structure  was  completed 
by  1912.  A  new  modern  facility  was 
constructed  in  the  early  1950's,  but  in 

1962,  a  fire  destroyed  the  building.  With 
characteristic  hard  work  and  deter¬ 
mination,  a  new  complex  was  finished  in 

1963. 

From  its  beginning  in  1826,  the  church 


has  been  served  by  70  ministers,  with  the 
Rev.  Henry  Blount,  Jr.  serving  at  the 
present  time.  Membership  has  grown 
steadily,  and  growth  in  service  has  been 
witnessed  along  with  the  growth  in 
membership  and  physical  plant.  Among 
the  many  services  to  the  community  are 
a  week-day  Kindergarten;  youth  house 
and  varied  youth  activities;  The  Young 
In  Heart  composed  of  persons  65  and 
older;  a  local  chaper  of  Alcoholics 
Anonymous;  and  Dial-a-Devotion.  Girl 
Scouts  and  Brownies;  Boy  Scouts  and 
Cub  Scouts;  Arts  and  Crafts  —  all 
flourish  at  the  church. 

Women  of  the  church  have  always 
played  a  vital  role  in  the  church’s  work. 
They  are  active  through  circles  and  in  a 
general  capacity  with  many  service 
projects  and  fund  raising  activities. 

Louisiana  Conference  United 
Methodist  Women  will  be  afforded  the 
special  opportunity  of  visiting  the  Church 
this  year  for  their  annual  meeting.  All 
women  of  the  Conference  are  urged  to 
attend. 

Further  information  and  details  will  be 
publicized  in  forthcoming  issues  of  this 
newspaper.  Mrs.  Herschel  Sandefur, 
Natchitoches,  is  publicity  chairman. 


ELEMENTS  OF  AUGUST  11, 1974,  WORSHIP  SERVICE 
[On  the  Sunday  after  the  President’s  resignation] 

RAYNE  MEMORIAL  CHURCH,  New  Orleans 
Dr.  John  Bayliss,  Pastor 

CALL  TO  WORSHIP 

%  This  is  a  solemn  and  sobering  time.  We  have  witnessed  events  unparalleled  in 
the  history  of  our  nation  and  in  an  unparalleled  manner  have  been  a  part  of 
small  and  intimate  audiences.  It  is  appropriate  that  we  bring  these  events  and 
our  thoughts  and  feelings  about  them  into  this  act  and  experience  of  worship.  It 
is  possible  for  God  to  speak  to  us  about  them  and  for  his  love  and  truth  and  will 
to  be  made  known  to  us  with  regard  to  them.  Let  us  begin  with  singing  our 
blessings  upon  the  Lord  of  life,  and  the  “God  who  gave  all  worlds  that  are  and 
all  that  are  to  be.” 

CALL  TO  CONFESSION 

For  many  months,  our  minds  have  been  occupied  with  questions  about  the 
guilt  or  innocence  of  other  persons,  and  have  been  engaged  in  the  act  of 
judgment.  What  has  happened  in  Washington  is  not  isolated,  but  has  its  roots  in 
the  values  and  morality  and  attitudes  of  much  of  this  nation.  The  guilt  belongs 
to  many  more  than  the  fifty  or  fifty-one  indicted,  convicted,  or  confessed.  Many 
were  disappointed  that  Mr.  Nixon  did  not  confess  to  more  than  a  few  errors  in 
judgment;  but  I  know  of  no  spiritual  law  which  says  a  man  must  confess  to  210 
million  people.  We  usually  have  some  confessing  of  our  own  to  do,  and  we  do  not 
often  find  that  easy,  even  in  the  privacy  of  our  own  hearts. 

PRAYER  FOR  PARDON 

Hear  our  prayer,  O  Lord.  Incline  thine  ear  to  us  and  grant  us  they  peace. 
Amen. 

WORDS  OF  ASSURANCE 

If  my  people  who  are  called  by  my  name  humble  themselves,  and  pray  and 
seek  my  face,  and  turn  from  their  wicked  ways,  then  I  will  hear  from  heaven, 
and  will  forgive  their  sin  and  heal  their  land. 

PASTORAL  PRAYER 

President  Ford  has  asked  that  we  confirm  him  as  our  President  with  our 
prayers,  and  that  we  pray  for  Mr.  Nixon,  his  wife  and  daughters.  Let  us  do  this 
now. 

Heavenly  Father,  we  remember  Gerald  R.  Ford,  and  petition  for  him  great 
courage,  integrity,  and  wisdom.  We  also  ask  for  him  the  support  of  the  Congress 
and  people  of  these  United  States,  and  that  we  will  have  learned  from  the  events 
of  the  past  and  amended  our  priorities  and  values  in  the  light  of  this  experience. 

We  commend  to  thy  compassion  and  mercy  the  persons  and  their  families 
who  have  been  accused  or  convicted  of  the  abuse  of  power  and  privilege,  whose 
knowledge  and  skills  may  have  been  employed  toward  dishonorable  ends.  May 
the  day  come  when  peace  shall  be  restored  to  their  hearts,  and  their  lives 
restored  to  worthy  pursuits. 

In  the  spirit  of  the  Apostle  Paul,  we  pray  for  ourselves,  lest,  in  judging  others 
or  preaching  to  others,  we  ourselves  shall  be  rejected.  May  we  have  toward 
thee  much  greater  reverence  and  for  thy  laws  much  greater  respect,  and  in 
they  grace  much  greater  trust  and  hope.  Amen. 


Youth  are  busy,  productive 


Jonesville  First  Church  youth,  along 
with  others  from  the  area,  took  a  trip  to 
Eureka  Springs,  Ark.  to  see  the  Passion 
Play  and  to  Tulsa,  Okla.,  to  see  Oral 
Roberts  University. 

Senior  Highs  of  Horseshoe  Drive 
Church,  Alexandria,  combined  a  sum¬ 
mer  trip  with  an  educational  tour  of 
several  mission  points:  Dulac,  Louisiana 
Community  Center  and  St.  Mark’s 
Community  Center,  New  Orleans.  They 
also  enjoyed  seeing  “old  New  Orleans.” 


speakers  from  the  City  Council,  and 
participated  in  the  Lord’s  Supper.  “Quo 
Vadis”  singing  group  entertained.  Youth 
have  been  providing  “fun-time”  for  the 
orphans  of  St.  Mary’s  in  the  city,  as  a 
part  of  their  many  service  projects. 

First  Church,  Jennings,  chalked  up  a 
successful  summer  program  for  children 
and  youth.  Cynthia  Crosby  was  the 
summer  worker  with  the  young  people, 
and  many  adults  of  the  church  gave  their 
support.  Eskel  L.  Tatum  is  pastor. 


Youth  of  First  Church,  Lafayette,  held 
a  Youth  Activities  Week  at  the  Church. 
Programs  ran  the  gamut  of  “The  After 
Life,”  and  ‘‘Demons,  Devils, 
Possession”  to  “Knowing  Myself”  and 
“God  and  Suffering.”  They  also  heard 


Fourth,  fifth  and  sixth  graders  of  First 
Church,  Amite,  have  their  own  “youth” 
group,  the  Junior  United  Methodist 
Youth.  They  meet  for  a  time  of  fun, 
fellowship  and  Bible  study  at  the  church 
each  Sunday  evening. 


The  1000  Club  issues  call 


The  1000  Club  has  issued  its  first  “Call” 
for  the  1974-75  Conference  Year,  and  the 
Club's  Policy  Commitee  has  increased 
the  financial  gift  for  each  call  from 
$10,000  to  $20,000,  effective  with  this 
September  1  call. 

Instead  of  doubling  the  assessment  of 
$10  per  member  per  call,  the  Club  is 
trying  to  double  the  membership  in  each 
District.  The  original  plan  for  the  1000 
Club  was  that  1000  laymen  in  the  Con¬ 
ference  would  give  $10  to  each  new 
church  started  to  be  used  specifically  for 
building  purposes.  No  one  was  asked  to 
give  more  than  three  times  a  year;  and 
this  is  still  the  policy. 

However,  more  than  1000  laymen 
wanted  to  participate.  Changing 
situations  in  population  growth  and 
mobility  brought  about  the  need  to  allow 
churches  in  such  transitional  situations 
to  obtain  funds  through  these  calls,  and 
special  projects  also  needed  to  be  in¬ 


cluded.  New  churches,  transitional 
churches  and  special  projects  are  all  a 
part  of  the  1000  Club  program. 

Each  district  is  given  a  quota  for  each 
call.  Additional  money  raised  above  the 
quota  stays  in  the  district  for  district 
church  extension.  Anyone  can  become  a 
member  of  the  program  for  expanding 
our  church  throughout  Louisiana. 

The  three  calls  for  1974-75  are:  Shady 
Grove,  Bethel  and  Wesley,  in  the 
Shreveport  District  (first  call);  Moses 
Chapel,  Scott  Chapel,  in  the  Baton  Rouge 
District  (second  call);  Quitman,  Ruston 
District  (third  call).  Each  call  is  for 
$20,000  to  be  divided,  where  applicable, 
equally  between  the  churches  on  a  single 
call. 

The  1000  Club  is  a  project  of  the  Board 
of  Laity  of  the  Louisiana  Annual  Con¬ 
ference.  Herbert  C.  Moffett,  West 
Monroe,  is  Chairman;  John  W.  Trotter, 
New  Iberia,  is  secretary-treasurer. 


A  new  parsonage  for  St.  Luke’s  Church,  Shreveport,  was  the  occasion  for  an  open 
house  for  members  and  friends  of  the  church.  Pictured  above  are  Bishop  Finis  A. 
Crutchfield.  Mrs.  Troy  Conrad,  member  of  St.  Luke's,  and  the  Rev.  James  M.  Poole, 
minister. 


Around  Our  Conference 


The  R.-v  Juries  T  Harn>  was.  the 
evangelist  for  a  successful  Revival  at  the 
Pearl  River  Church  in  early  August.  The 
choirs  pastors  and  members  of  the  Sts. 
Peter  and  Paul  Catholic  Church,  Pearl 
River  Baptist  Church,  Slidell  and 
LaCombe  '(UM)  Churches  all  par¬ 
ticipated  in  the  services.  At  the  end  of  the 
Thursday  night  service,  all  of  the 
congregation  gathered  at  the  altar  in 
prayer  for  former  President  Nixon  and 
the  country.  Providing  special  music  for 
the  Revival  were:  Rudolph  Penton,  Mrs. 
Jeannie  Messer,  Henry  Ray,  the 
Lacombe  UMYF  and  the  Yarborough 
Family.  District  Superintendent  William 
Fraser  (Hammond)  and  Mrs.  Fraser 
were  guests  at  the  closing  service.  The 
Rev.  Lewis  Ovenshire  is  Pastor  of  the 
Pearl  River-Lacombe  Charge. 

United  Methodist  Women  of  Nesom 
Memorial  Church,  Tickfaw,  were 
hostesses  for  a  Cluster  meeting  for  the 
Hammond  District  in  late  July.  Women 
from  Greensburg,  Amite,  Independence, 
Franklinton,  Hammond  and  Ponchatoula 
took  part.  Mrs.  Mary  Margaret  Burris, 
president  of  Hammond  District  UMW 
was  in  charge  of  the  meeting  and 
program.  Mrs.  Effie  Mazzena,  Ham¬ 
mond  Unit,  and  Mrs.  Emily  Etta  Boyette, 
pianist,  provided  the  devotion. 

Serving  on  the  new  Committee  on 
Camping  for  the  New  Orleans  District 
are:  Mark  Moody,  Mt.  Zion;  and  Scott 
Pierce,  Luling. 

More  than  100  church  school  members 
from  St.  Bernard  Church  recently  spent  a 
fun-filled  day  at  Money  Hill  near 
Covington.  Youngsters  and  adults  swam, 
canoed,  picnicked  and  sailed  during  a 
day  of  warm  Christian  fellowship, 
coordinated  by  A1  Waller.  James  O. 
Evans  is  pastor. 

Woodlawn  Church,  West  Monroe, 
combined  homecoming  with  dedication 
of  their  educational  building  on  August 
25.  Rev.  Clyde  Frazier,  D.  S.,  led  the 
morning  services,  and  everyone  enjoyed 
a  dinner  afterwards.  The  educational 
building  and  fellowship  hall  were  for¬ 
mally  dedicated  to  the  memory  of  the 
late  Rev.  Hardy  Carroll  and  in  honor  of 
Mrs.  Carroll.  William  G.  Stegall  is 
pastor. 

Participating  in  a  two-week  continuing 
education  program  at  New  College  of  the 
University  of  Edinburgh,  Scotland  this 
summer  were:  the  Rev.  William  M. 
Finnin,  Gueydan;  and  the  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
Harold  Longfellow,  Shreveport.  Five 
hundred  United  Methodists  from  21 
states  took  part  in  the  classes.  Courses 
included  church  history,  Christian 
education,  pastoral  care,  preaching  and 
Bible  study.  In  addition,  the  group  toured 
historic  sites  in  England. 

Revival  services  were  held  at  Lahey 
Chapel  Church  (Boyce  Charge)  in  July. 
G.  A.  McVay,  pastor  of  the  Rayne  Church 
was  evangelist.  Lay  Leader  Ed 
Stracener  and  Pastor  J.  D.  Strozier 


declared  this  a  “.  ,  most  outstanding 
revival.  .  .  ” 


The  UMW  of  Elysian  Fields  Church, 
New  Orleans,  is  receiving  old,  used 
Christmas  cards  and  will  send  them  to  a 
Brazilian  Mission  Project. 

The  UMW  of  the  Rayville  Church  is 
sponsoring  Weekly  Prayer  Breakfasts 
each  Wednesday  morning.  The  service 
includes  brief  opening  prayer  and 
scripture,  followed  by  a  full  breakfast, 
which  the  Circles  take  turns  preparing. 
The  breakfasts  are  for  all  members  of 
the  church. 

“God’s  Express”  is  the  new  name  of 
Denham  Springs  First  Church’s  bus.  The 
name  was  chosen  from  those  submitted 
by  youth  of  the  church,  and  the  ap¬ 
propriate  title  was  given  by  Caren  and 
Carol  Schultz. 


United  Methodist  Women  of  the 
Gonzales  Church  were  officially 
“recognized”  at  the  Sunday,  August  25th 
service.  That  day  was  dedicated  to  the 
work  of  UMW.  Highlights  included  a  visit 
from  Hammond  District  UMW  President 
Mrs.  Margaret  Burris,  installation  of  the 
1975  officers  of  Gonzales  UMW  and  a 
noon  meal.  Heading  the  list  of  new  of¬ 
ficers  for  1975  is  President  Gayle  Morris. 


The  Lafayette  District  United 
Methodist  Women  honored  Miss  Kathi 
Breazeale,  youth  worker  at  First  Church, 
Franklin,  with  a  special  membership 
from  the  UMW.  Mrs.  W.  F.  Atkinson, 
Lafayette  District  UMW  President  is 
shown  making  the  presentation  to  Miss 
Breazeale,  as  the  Rev.  R.  C.  McCammon, 
pastor  of  the  Franklin  church,  looks  on 
approvingly. 

The  Roanoke  Church’s  UMY  has  an¬ 
nounced  the  election  of  new  officers  for 
1974-75.  They  are:  Randy  Lavergne, 
president;  Robert  Tietje,  vice-president; 
Anette  Avant,  secretary;  Connie 
Troutman,  treasurer;  and  Linda  Tietje, 
reporter.  Sponsors  of  the  Roanoke  group 
are  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cyrus  W.  Tietje.  The 
Rev.  Homer  V.  Bailes  is  pastor. 
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A  new  look  at  ‘church  extension’ 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


SEPTEMBER  6,  1974 


The  news  that  ‘‘church  extension”  has 
ceased  to  be  a  dirty  word,  and  that 
United  Methodists  are  again  establishing 
a  significant  number  of  new  congrega¬ 
tions  is  good  (see  story  elsewhere  in  this 
issue). 

As  is  often  the  case,  two  extremes  had 
to  be  worked  through  before  a  firm 
middle  ground  on  ‘‘church  extension” 
was  found.  The  1950’s  and  early  1960’s 
were  marked  by  an  explosive 
proliferation  of  church  members  and 
new  church  buildings.  In  many  in¬ 
stances,  “church  extension”  became  an 
end  in  itself,  saddling  thousands  of  new 
congregations  with  almost  identical 
problems:  the  need  to  expand  mem¬ 
bership,  in  order  to  expand  the 
congregation’s  financial  base,  in  order  to 
build  another  building,  in  order  to  ac¬ 
commodate  more  members  .  .  .  Too 
often,  consideration  of  the  church’s 
mission  —  beyond  the  mission  of  building 
and  paying  for  facilities  —  was  lost  in  the 
shuffle. 

These  abuses  resulted  in  a  reaction 
among  many  churchpersons  from  the 
mid-1960’s  to  the  early  1970’s.  Among 
these,  “church  extension”  —  or  for  that 
matter  any  activity  which  involved  new 
“bricks  and  mortar”  —  was  out;  social 
action  —  locally,  nationally  and  world¬ 
wide  —  was  in. 

It  is  encouraging  to  see  a  more 
balanced  perception  now  developing. 
"Church  extension”  may  not  properly  be 
considered  “the  church’s  mission.”  But 
the  establishment  of  houses  of  worship 
and  service  in  new  and  growing  com¬ 
munities  is  definitely  an  important  part 
of  the  church’s  mission.  The  building  is 
not  the  church,  but  it  is  an  important 
focal  point  at  which  the  church  gathers 
for  worship  and  study  and  from  which  it 


departs  to  witness  and  serve. 

Developing  out  of  this  perspective, 
today’s  new  congregations  tend  to  be 
much  more  carefully  conceived  than  in 
the  past.  The  initiation  of  too  many 
congregations  too  close  together  is  being 
avoided.  And  efforts  are  being  made  to 
avoid  the  old  “increase  membership  to 
increase  budget  to  increase  buildings” 
merry-go-round.  Such  caution  is  a 
welcome  sign  of  good  stewardship. 

We  would  like  to  see  United  Methodism 
go  a  step  further  in  its  future  approach  to 
"church  extension.”  We  believe  it  would 
make  good  sense  for  the  1976  General 
Conference  to  create  a  high-priority 
national  “church  extension  fund”  to  be 
administered  by  a  national  church  ex¬ 
tension  board  or  commission.  The  func¬ 
tion  of  such  a  body  would  be  (1)  to 
analyze  —  in  consultation  with  annual 
conference  and  district  officials  —  where 
new  church  sites  are  needed;  (2)  to 
purchase  those  sites;  and  (3)  to  assist  in 
financing  each  new  congregation’s  initial 
building. 

With  such  assistance  would  go  (1)  the 
requirement  that  new  facilities  meet 
minimal  standards  of  adequacy;  and  (2) 
relief  from  the  possibility  of  the  new 
congregation  becoming  totally  preoc¬ 
cupied  with  how  to  finance  and  build  its 
building. 

Short  term,  such  an  approach  would 
be  much  more  expensive  and  would 
strengthen  “connectionalism”  at  a  time 
when  “localism”  is  in  vogue.  Long  term 
—  as  some  of  our  sister  denominations 
have  discovered  —  this  approach  would 
result  in  many  stronger  new 
congregations  and  many  fewer 
“mistakes”  than  our  present  hodge¬ 
podge  approach. 


Readers  disagree  on  \ guilt  and  punishment 


Georgia  Harkness:  Interpreter 
of  the  church  to  its  laity 


Benedictions  are  beautiful  fragments 
of  worship,  but  none  was  more 
beautifully  significant  for  the  bishops  at 
their  spring  meeting  in  Los  Angeles  than 
that  of  Georgia  Harkness.  It  had  been  an 
“open  meeting,”  as  the  more  meaningful 
and  less  routine  sessions  of  the  Council 
have  now  become.  There  had  been 
reports  from  the  African  bishops,  and  the 
introduction  of  new  ones  from  Liberia 
and  Angola.  Bishop  Charles  Golden  in¬ 
troduced  Dr.  Harkness  to  speak  and  offer 
a  blessing  —  and  what  a  blessing  it  was! 

Her  whole  life,  which  ended  the  other 
day  as  she  strode  forward  into  a  better 
life  (see  TM/  UMR,  Aug.  23),  was  a 
blessing  for  those  who  knew  ner  mind 
and  voice  by  personal  contact,  and  for 
millions  of  others  who  became 
acquainted  with  her  through  some  30 

?  Appreciation  for 

a  President  who 
goes  to  church 

Of  the  many  changes  instituted  by  our 
nation’s  new  President,  few  are  more 
welcome  than  his  churchgoing  habits. 

Unlike  his  predecessor  —  who  sought  to 
bring  most  everything,  including  church, 
into  the  White  House  —  Mr.  Ford  is  an 
active  Episcopalian  who  apparently 
plans  to  continue  attending  his  local 
church  in  Alexandria,  Virginia  (see 
picture  story  elsewhere  in  thisissue). 

The  practice  of  holding  church  in  the 
White  House,  with  a  handpicked  preach¬ 
er  speaking  to  a  “by  invitation  only”  con¬ 
gregation,  was  an  abominable  farce 
which  we  can  be  grateful  Mr.  Ford  has 
laid  to  rest. 

In  contrast  with  that  pattern,  our  new 
President  leaves  his  home  to  go  worship 
like  the  rest  of  the  churchgoing  public  — 
thereby  rubbing  elbows  with  others  who 
happen  to  attend  that  morning  and  taking 
the  chance  that  the  sermon  may  speak  a 
relevant  word  to  his  situation. 

it's  really  basic:  going  to  church  is  a 
much  healthier  religious  exercise  than 
expecting  the  church  to  come  to  you  — 
whether  the  “you”  is  an  ordinary  citizen 
or  our  nation’s  highest  official. 


books.  After  her  retirement  from 
seminary  teaching,  she  produced  them 
on  a  schedule  of  one  each  year.  At  83, 
she  had  several  additional  titles  “in 
work.” 

She  was  a  theologian  (literally,  “one 
who  studies  God”),  a  layman’s  and 
laywoman’s  theologian,  who  put  her 
creative  mind  to  the  task  of  hard  thinking 
and  easy  writing  on  questions  that 
perplex  lay  people. 

She  campaigned,  as  only  she  could,  for 
clergy  rights  for  women  —  first  or¬ 
dination,  and  then  membership  in  Annual 
Conference.  At  Minneapolis,  in  1956, 
some  objectors  said:  “If  this  is  passed, 
Georgia  Harkness  could  become  a 
bishop!”  She  would  have  made  a 
tremendous  contribution  as  a  bishop,  but 
she  never  aspired  to  the  episcopacy.  In 
fact,  in  her  Annual  Conference,  she  did 
not  permit  her  name  to  be  voted  on  for 
membership  in  the  General  Conference 
delegation  as  a  clerical  member.  She  was 
elected  many  times  as  a  lay  person,  and 
she  always  served  with  great  distinction. 
She  was  a  strong  exponent  of  straight 
thinking  and  straight  talking. 

She  served,  too,  on  many  worldwide 
bodies  as  a  pioneer  in  work  for  peace,  for 
justice  and  freedom,  for  church  unity. 
Her  voice  was  heard  at  Oxford,  Madras, 
Amsterdam,  Evanston,  New  Delhi. 

For  her,  women’s  liberation  was  not  a 
cause  but  a  chance  —  a  chance  to 
discipline  herself,  improve  her  ex¬ 
cellences  and  use  her  great  gifts,  not  as  a 
woman  with  rights  but  as  a  person  with 
responsibilities.  She  was  a  friend  of  men 
and  women  everywhere  because;  first  of 
all,  and  above  all,  she  was  a  friend  of 
God.  We  shall  miss  her  greatly! 

— T.  Otto  Nall 


To  the  Editor: 

I  picture  the  writer  of  your  editorial 
"Of  guilt  and  punishment,"  (TM/  UMR, 
Aug.  23)  as  a  person  about  30  years  old, 
long  hair,  with  a  doctor's  degree  in 
teaching  to  avoid  the  draft,  a  great 
sympathy  for  the  dopeheads,  and  a  sup¬ 
porter  for  more  welfare  from  the 
government. 

We  finally  can’t  stand  you  sending  us 
your  paper  anymore.  I’ve  asked  our 
minister  to  stop  this  free  contribution 
before,  but  he  hasn’t  done  it.  Please  stop 
sending  it  to  us. 

We’re  planning  on  changing  over  to  the 
Church  of  Christ  Scientist.  They  use  the 
Bible  and  forget  the  politics. 

By  the  way,  we  are  in  the  top  10  in 

contributions.  ^  ~  ..  _,  . 

G.  Scott  Foster 

Naples,  Florida 

An  honest  appraisal 

To  the  Editor: 

I  hasten  to  extend  my  congratulations 
and  approval  of  the  editorial,  “Of  Guilt 
and  Punishment,”  appearing  in  the 
August  23  issue  of  TM/  UMR.  Since  it  is 
highly  likely  that  you  will  receive  many 
letters  to  the  contrary,  I  wanted  you  to 
know  that,  in  my  opinion,  seldom  is  there 
found  such  an  honest  and  realistic  ap¬ 
praisal  of  misdeeds  in  high  places, 
especially  in  a  church  publication. 

William  H.  Maness 
Jacksonville,  Florida 
Your  self -  righteousn ess 
is  badly  sltotving 
To  the  Editor: 

Your  August  23  editorial  about 
President  Nixon  is  bad.  Really  bad. 

Self-righteousness  shows  through  the 
religious-moral  indignation.  One  can 
hardly  cover  one’s  own  wickedness, 
however,  by  accusing  others  and 
ignoring  justice,  mercy  and  faith. 

Wow!  Don’t  the  religious  and  the 
morally  righteous  ever  read  scripture? 
Woe  unto  them.  Woe  unto  the  religious 
and  the  morally  righteous. 

Scripture  says  those  persons  who  thank 
God  they  are  not  sinners  like  everyone 
else  are  in  greater  danger  than  any  other 
sinner. 

When  one  says,  in  effect,  “If  I  were 
President,  I  certainly  would  never  have 
acted  as  President  Nixon  did,”  how  can 
one  escape  the  judgment  of  hell? 

Tom  Barnhouse 
Richardson,  Texas. 
W e  npptl  ju sticp  as 
u-ell  us  gruyers 
To  the  Editor: 

First,  I  should  like  to  commend  you  on 
your  coverage  of  various  religious  and 
secular  matters  confronting  your 
readers. 

Second,  I  should  like  to  register  my 
reaction  to  the  issue  of  August  2,  1974. 

I  was  greatly  affronted  by  the  picture, 
“Prayers  for  a  President,”  prominently 
displayed  in  a  Methodist  publication  as 
well  as  the  article  regarding  the 
Junaluska  assembly  at  which  Oral 
Roberts  (deliver  us  from  television 
preachers)  insisted  upon  leading  the 
conference  in  a  prayer  for  the  President. 

It  isn’t  that  Mr.  Nixon  does  not  need 
our  prayers,  but  I  would  like  to  present 
the  case  for  justice  and  perspective  also. 
Let  us  recall  that  during  his  presidency, 
Mr.  Nixon  authorized  the  dropping  of 
more  bombs  than  any  other  person  in  the 
history  of  the  world.  The  people  of 
Vietnam,  Laos,  and  Cambodia  will  bear 
the  marks  of  this  devastation  for 
generations  to  come.  The  war  still 
continues.  Thousands  of  political 
prisoners  remain  imprisoned  in  un¬ 
speakable  conditions  while  the  U.S. 
continues  to  send  money  to  a  corrupt 
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Spurgeon  Dunnam 

Have  you  ever  wondered  about  the 
value  of  vacations  in  light  of  the  hassle  of 
“getting  ready”  and  the  trauma  of 
coming  back? 

I  have.  In  fact,  I  do  every  year.  I  know 
that  every  day  away  from  the  office  will 
increase  the  mountain  of  mail  waiting  to 
be  answered  when  I  return. 

This  year  was  no  exception.  However, 
the  lure  of  two  weeks  in  England  and 
Scotland  with  500  other  United 
Methodists  as  part  of  an  experimental 
program  of  travel  and  continuing 
education  was  a  lure  too  great  to  pass  up. 
My  report  of  that  experience  will  appear 
in  a  subsequent  issue. 

Coming  back  from  this  vacation 
proved  more  traumatic  than  usual.  On 
my  first  day  back  in  the  office,  Judy 
Weidman  —  my  Associate  Editor  for  the 
past  three  years  —  submitted  her 
resignation  effective  almost  im¬ 
mediately.  The  announcement  of  same 
appears  elsewhere  on  this  page  in  con¬ 
junction  with  an  announcement  regard¬ 
ing  three  new  members  of  our  editorial 
staff. 

Those  who  have  read  TM/  UMR 
regularly  over  all  or  part  of  Judy’s 
tenure  here  need  no  reminder  regarding 
the  significant  role  she  has  played  in  the 
paper’s  development  as  an  award¬ 
winning  United  Methodist  news  weekly  of 
national  scope. 

My  purpose  in  referring  to  her 
resignation  here  is  neither  to  be  sen¬ 
timental  nor  defensive.  The  question  of 
“why?”  —  which  is  not  answered  in  our 
official  announcement  —  is  bound  to  be 
asked  by  many  who  have  appreciated  her 
work.  Such  an  obvious  question  deserves 
a  candid  answer. 

First  of  all,  her  resignation  was  not 
sought.  She  was  very  much  a  part  of  our 
future  plans.  With  the  addition  of  Clyde 
Chesnutt  in  July  and  Howard  “Bud” 


Is  going  on  vacation 
worth  the  coming  home? 


Herron  the  first  of  September,  I  felt  that 
an  already  strong  editorial  staff  would  be 
greatly  strengthened.  I  had  no  thought  of 
having  to  replace  Judy  —  at  least  not  at 
this  juncture. 

The  reason  Judy  gave  me  for  resigning 
is  that  she  simply  did  not  feel  she  could 
continue  to  work  comfortably  with  me  as 
editor,  and  felt  it  best  to  step  aside  at  a 
time  when  new  persons  on  our  editorial 
staff  were  being  trained.  While  wishing 
otherwise,  I  recognize  that  there  are 
times  when  the  views  and  approaches  of 
strong  persons  appear  to  be  too  much  at 
odds  for  them  to  work  together  creatively 
in  carrying  out  a  pressure-packed  task. 
While  disagreeing  with  her  decision,  I 
respect  Judy  for  doing  what  she  con¬ 
sidered  to  be  the  right  thing. 

The  new  shape  of  TM/  UMR’s  editorial 
staff  is  not  completely  clear  at  this 
writing.  A  person  of  Judy  Weidman’s 
ability  and  experience  is  not  easily 
replaced.  And  yet,  I  know  that  our  new 
editorial  staff  persons  possess  enormous 
potential  and  that  they  are  thoroughly 
committed  to  serving  the  interests  of  the 
church  through  this  newspaper.  Their 
abilities  will  soon  be  realized  as  you  open 
and  read  your  paper  from  week  to  week. 
Our  new  staff  structure  will  be  an¬ 
nounced  as  it  emerges. 

I  choose  to  accept  the  present 
crossroads  in  the  life  of  TM/  UMR  as  an 
opportunity  rather  than  a  defeat.  I  am 
joined  in  this  belief  by  other  members  of 
the  TM/  UMR  staff,  most  of  whom  work 
tirelessly  and  with  little  public 
recognition  to  provide  you  with  a  first- 
rate  paper  each  week. 

Your  prayers  that  this  paper  and  its 
staff  may  provide  the  type  of  integrity 
and  leadership  needed  in  the  months 
ahead  are  both  solicited  and  appreciated. 

-SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 


government.  And  what  about  the  ad¬ 
ministration’s  withholding  of  funds  for 
pre-natal  and  children’s  health  and 
dental  care  in  impoverished  areas 
throughout  the  U.S.? 

How  about  a  photo  of  groups  praying 
for  the  nation,  for  integrity  ;  for  the  sick, 
hungry,  and  imprisoned  brothers  and 
sisters  here  and  throughout  the  world? 

Barbara  C.  Moore 
Berkeley,  California 
Don't  over  grate  treaty 
in  tvell  lining 
To  the  Editor: 

I  just  read  your  column  “Do  you  ever 
grow  weary  in  well-doing?,"  I  want  to 
write  you  a  special  “thank  you”  for  the 
wonderful  way  you  gather  and  report 
news.  I  only  wish  I  had  written  you  before 
you  wrote  the  article. 

I  have  written  you  on  other  occasions 
when  I  disagreed  with  something  your 
paper  had  printed.  This  article  was  a 
special  rebuke  to  me  because  I  had 
written  to  protest,  but  had  not  written  to 
thank  you  for  the  many  articles  that  you 
have  written  for  us,  and  I  am  well  aware 
that  writing,  especially  writing 
something  excellent,  is  one  of  the  hardest 
jobs  there  is.  I  praise  you!  I  thank  you!  I 
am  pleased  that  you  printed  your  pic¬ 
ture;  this  is  something  new  and  it  is 
meaningful  to  see  the  likeness  of  the 
person  to  whom  you  are  writing. 

I  cut  out  your  “Have  you  made  plans 
for  your  funeral”  article  and  placed  it 
among  my  private  papers.  I  thought  it 
was  excellent  and  would  make  no 
changes  in  it  at  all,  though  I  noted  with 
interest  that  others  would. 

Do  keep  reporting  for  us  and 
remember  what  Dr.  Luke  said  about 
never  being  weary  in  well-doing,  for  we 
shall  reap  in  due  season.  .  . 

Mrs.  W.  E.  Chapman 
Midland,  Texas 
You  goofed  with 

'ff  esterii  theology'  review 

To  the  Editor: 

Far  from  adding  to  your  weariness  in 
well-doing,  I  want  to  thank  you  for  giving 
a  very  good  account  of  your  ministry  as 
editor  of  our  Methodist  paper.  You  are 
handling  very  delicate  and  controversial 
subjects  generally  in  the  spirit  of 
Christian  understanding. 

In  all  candidness,  however,  I  think  you 
goofed  in  using  Mr.  Buchanan’s  review  of 
“Western  Theology,”  in  the  form  in 
which  he  presented  it  (TM/  UMR, 
August  16). 

The  author,  Mr.  Seeliger,  has 
something  severely  critical  to  say  to 
those  of  us  who  are  on  both  the  right  and 
the  left  of  present  controversies.  But  if 
Mr.  Buchanan’s  review  is  fair,  he  has  not 
said  it  in  the  ironical  spirit  that  would  - 
help  either  side.  In  particular,  the  six 
cartoons  are  in  exceeding  bad  taste;  in 
fact,  they  are  worse  than  bad  taste. 

May  the  Holy  Spirit  guide  you  in  the 
difficult  decisions  you  are  compelled  to 
face  constantly. 

Paul  G.  Hayes 
St.  Paul,  Minnesota 
*  Western  then  logy 9  tea  rn  s 
of  a  serious  danger 
To  the  Editor: 

I’m  glad  you  printed  that  shocking 
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article  —  "Western  Theology  takes  a 
Satirical  Look,”  in  the  paper,  but  I  am 
sorry  that  you  did  not  publish  very 
conspicuously  beside  it  enclosed  in 
parentheses  (This  is  to  warn  you  of 
danger). 

Our  Sunday  School  lesson  was  on 
Colossians  2:8-23  and  the  first  word  was 
“beware.”  I  used  this  article  as  a  case  in 
point.  The  Jews  of  old  were  never  to  use 
the  name  of  God  —  looking  at  it  they  said 
“the  Lord.”  Some  of  the  young  people  are 
getting  terribly  careless  with  the  names 
of  both  the  Lord  and  Jesus.  It  is  worse 
than  discourtesy  or  irreverence.  It  is 
truly  dangerous. 

Wilma  E.  Davis 
St.  Augustine,  Florida 

Than  h  yon  for  printing 

the  Lausanne  Covenant 

To  the  Editor: 

Thank  you  for  publishing  The 
Lausanne  Covenant  (TM/  UMR,  Aug.  9) . 
It  was  an  inspiration  just  to  read  it. 
Rereading  and  reflecting  on  it  has 
enabled  me  to  reaffirm  my  own 
theological  stance.  As  one  who  has 
preached  and  taught  “liberal” 
Christianity  for  nearly  25  years,  I  find 
very  little  in  the  Covenant  that  I  cannot 
affirm  with  great  enthusiasm. 

The  implied  “verbal  inspiration”  of  the 
Scriptures  (Section  2)  and  physical 
return  of  Christ  (Section  15)  are  about 
the  only  points  at  which  I  find  myself  in 
disagreement.  Though  I  would  want  to 
defend  the  doctrine  of  universal  salvation 
against  the  narrow  exclusivism  of 
Section  3, 1  do  not  find  the  language  of  the 
Covenant  unduly  polemical  at  that  point. 

I  am  greatly  impressed  with  the  ex¬ 
cellent  statements  on  Christian  Social 
Responsibility  (Section  5)  and 
Evangelism  and  Culture  (Section  10). 
And  I  applaud  the  stress  on  ecumenism, 
involvement  in  the  life  of  the  world  and 
concern  for  people  rather  than  statistics. 
Especially  moving  is  the  affirmation  that 
‘‘Those  of  us  who  live  in  affluent  qir- 
cumstances  accept  our  duty  to  develop  a 
simple  life-style  in  order  to  contribute 
more  generously  to  both  relief  and 
evangelism”  (Section  9). 

If  subscribing  to  this  Covenant  makes 
one  an  “evangelical,”  I  think  I  could  slip 
into  their  camp  undetected. 

Joe  K.  Ader 
El  Campo,  Texas 

Some  inspired  thoughts' 

To  the  Editor: 

Praise  God  for  the  Lausanne 
Covenant! 
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We  must  incorporate  the  gifts  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  into  our  church.  We  have  a 
history  of  leaving  out  a  vital  part  of  the 
Word.  Too  long  have  we  been  lax  about 
evangelism. 

I  was  recently  given  some  inspired 
thoughts  concerning  the  UMC,  which  I 
would  like  to  share: 

A  person  cannot  call  himself  a 
Methodist  unless  he  behaves  as  a 
Christian. 

Laymen  will  be  given  positions  in  the 
church  according  to  gifts  and  previous 
works.  Annointing  will  be  part  of  the 
positioning  service.  The  local  pastor 
shall  supervise  all  works. 

Race  and  sex  will  be  disregarded  in 
position  filling. 

Fellowship  will  continue  through 
service  and  small  groups,  leaving  fund 
raising  activities  to  social  groups. 

A  committee  shall  be  set  up  of  spirit- 
filled  leaders  to  discuss  and  determine  if 
any  of  the  so-called  lost  books  shall  be 
incorporated  back  into  the  Bible  or  used 
as  a  reference  in  the  continued  Bible 
instruction  of  ministers  (esp.  the  book  of 
Barnabas). 

In  Sunday  worship: 

1.  Communion  shall  be  served  at  least 
monthly. 

2.  An  oral  confession  shall  be  read 
during  each  service  containing  com¬ 
munion,  and  oral  confessions  may  be 
given  by  members  desiring  to  do  so. 

3.  Most  sermons  are  to  deal  with  Bible 
instruction. 

4.  All  spiritual  gifts  may  be  used  in  the 
service  with  the  pastor  prohibiting 
misuse. 

5.  Silence  to  relate  to  the  Lord  and 
enthusiasm  shall  go  hand  in  hand. 

6.  A  kiss  of  peace  or  other  touch  of 
brotherhood  shall  be  used  often. 

7.  .Members  should  have  an  occasional 
chance  to  bring  their  problems  to  the 
altar. 

I  offer  these  in  love  with  no  criticism 
intended,  Deloris  J.  Stoda 

an  ’  Wentzville,,  Missouri 

My  sentiments  exactly 

To  the  Editor: 

The  letter  from  Prairie  Chapel  Church, 
Bethany, Missouri  (fM/UMR,  August  2) 
states  my  opinion  concerning  Glide 
Memorial.  Congratulations!  I  might  add 
that  I  am  not  in  favor  of  this  church  being 
a  part  of  the  Council  of  Churches. 

I  wrote  a  similar  letter  of  protest  when 
the  church  supported  the  prostitutes, but 
it  was  ignored.  Sophia  E  shaner 

Porterville,  California 


Three  join,  two  leave  TM/UMR  staff 

0b 


DALLAS  —  Three  additions  to  and  two 
resignations  from  the  editorial  staff  of 
The  Texas  Methodist/  United  Methodist 
Reporter  were  announced  here  last  week 
by  the  paper’s  editor,  the  Rev.  Spurgeon 
M.  Dunnam  III. 

Joining  the  staff  are  Mr.  Howard 
“Bud”  Herron,  news  editor  for  the  past 
20  months  of  “The  Republic,”  a  daily 
newspaper  in  Columbus,  Indiana;  Mrs. 
J.  A.  (Patricia)  Sites  of  Dallas;  and  Miss 
Sheila  Allee  of  Odessa,  Texas. 

Leaving  the  staff  are  the  Rev.  Judy 
Weidman,  Associate  Editor  for  the  past 
three  years,  and  Mr.  Bill  Buchanan,  Staff 
Writer  for  the  past  year.  Mr.  Buchanan 
submitted  his  resignation  early  this 
summer,  effective  August  30.  Miss 
Weidman  gave  notice  of  her  decision  to 
leave  the  staff,  for  personal  reasons,  last 
week  (see  “On  the  TM/  UMR  Beat,” 
elsewhere  on  this  page). 

Mr.  Herron,  29,  is  a  native  of  Indiana 
and  a  lifelong  Methodist.  He  has  been 
employed  by  Home  News  Enterprises  — 
which  publishes  several  newspapers  in 
Indiana  including  “The  Republic”  — 
since  1971.  Prior  to  that,  he  and  his  wife 
served  as  short-term  missionaries  in 
Sierra  Leone,  West  Africa,  through  the 
World  Division  of  the  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

Mr.  Herron  is  married  and  has  two 
children.  His  wife,  Ann,  is  the  daughter  of 
a  United  Methodist  minister  in  the  South 
Indiana  Annual  Conference.  The  Herrons 
have  been  actively  involved  in  the 
Asbury  UMC  in  Columbus;  among  other 
responsibilities  there,  they  have  jointly 
taught  a  class  of  4  and  5  year  olds.  Mr. 
Herron  has  also  served  as  a  lay  speaker 
in  various  Indiana  pulpits. 

Mr.  Herron  will  serve  initially  as  a  full¬ 
time  Staff  Writer  for  TM/  UMR. 

Mrs.  Sites,  42,  is  a  native  of  Maryland. 
She  has  worked  for  several  newspapers 
—  including  the  Hagerstown  (Md.) 
“Daily  Mail”  and  “Morning  Herald,” 
and  the  Berea  (Ohio)  “News  Sun.”  She 
has  made  extensive  contributions  as  a 
free-lance  feature  writer  to  other  publi¬ 
cations  across  the  nation  during  the  past 
20  years 

Mrs.  Sites,  her  husband  and  two 
teenage  sons,  are  active  members  of  the 
Chapel  Hill  UMC  in  Dallas.  Her  duties  on 
the  TM/  UMR  staff  will  include  news 
and  feature  writing  and  assisting  with 
TM/  UMR’s  local  church  editions. 

Miss  Allee,  22,  graduated  in  May  from 
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Mr.  Herron 
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Texas  Tech  University  in  Lubbock  with  a 
BA  in  journalism.  She  is  also  a  lifelong 
Methodist;  her  home  church  is  First 
UMC,  Odessa. 

Miss  Allee  served  as  a  summer  intern 
in  1973  at  the  Odessa  American  and 
worked  this  summer  for  the  Lubbocfc 
Avalanche  Journal.  Her  duties  at 
TM/  UMR  wrtl  include  both  writing 
assignments  and  assistance  with 
production  of  the  paper’s  140  local  church 
editions  each  week. 


Miss  Allee 
Commenting  on  the  staff  changes,  Mr. 
Dunnam  said:  “We  are  grateful  for  the 
contributions  made  by  Judy  Weidman 
and  Bill  Buchanan;  we  will  certainly  feel 
their  loss  from  our  staff.  However,  we 
are  encouraged  by  the  potential  offered 
by  Mr.  Herron,  Miss  Allee,  and  Mrs. 
Sites.  We  believe  that  once  these  new 
persons  mesh  with  our  continuing  staff, 
TM/  UMR  will  be  able  to  serve  the 
church  with  even  greater  effectiveness 
than  in  the  past.” 
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Despite  tight  money 


Church  construction  booming 


President  lauds  sermon 

ALEXANDRIA,  Va.  —  President  and  Mrs.  Ford  are  greeted  at  the  door  of  the 
Immanuel-on-the-Hill  Episcopal  Church  in  Alexandria  by  the  Rev.  Patricia  Park,  a 
deacon  and  assistant  rector  at  the  church.  The  Fords  heard  Mrs.  Park  deliver  a 
sermon  in  which  she  pleaded  for  swift  acceptance  of  women  into  the  Episcopal 
priesthood.  The  President  called  her  sermon  “superb,"  although  he  withheld  his 
opinion  on  the  controversial  subject  of  female  ordination. 
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In  GCOM  survey 


By  CLYDE CHESNUTT 
Staff  Writer 

Tight  money  or  no  tight  money  — 
United  Methodists  are  on  a  building 
spree  across  the  nation. 

Make  no  mistake  —  attitudes  have 
changed,  surprising  as  that  news  may 
sound  to  persons  who  remember  that 
denominational  leaders  were  hesitant  to 
spend  any  money  on  new  church  ex¬ 
tension  during  the  1%0’s. 

While  not  equaling  the  new  church 
building  boom  of  the  1950’s,  the 
denomination  has  begun  to  reverse  the 
trend  of  the  past  decade. 

“It  is  really  a  new  phenomenon  in  the 
church,”  declared  Dr.  Ezra  Earl  Jones, 
associate  director  in  research  and  survey 
for  church  extension  of  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

"New  church  development  is  hap¬ 
pening  everywhere,”  Dr.  Jones  told 
TM/  UMR,  "but  especially  in  a  crescent¬ 
shaped  section  of  the  country  which 
stretches  from  California  across  the 
Southwest  to  Florida  and  up  into  the 
Carolina’s.  New  church  building  follows 
the  population  and  the  people  seem  to  be 


Changing  values ,  declining 
morality  claim  most  attention 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

DAYTON,  0.  —  According  to  a 
nationwide  sampling  conducted  last 
spring,  United  Methodists  are  worried 
about  two  burning  issues  —  changing 
values  and  declining  morality. 

The  biggest  need,  according  to  the 
study,  is  for  the  church  to  challenge 
persons  to  a  deeper  Christian  com¬ 
mitment. 

These  preliminary  results  just 
released  here  come  from  a  survey 
conducted  by  the  General  Council  on 
Ministries  (GCOM)  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  through  the  pages  of 
eight  church-related  publications  be¬ 
tween  March  and  May  of  this  year. 
Approximately  6000  persons  responded  to 
the  opportunity  to  clip  and  complete  the 
survey  form  and  return  it  to  the  GCOM 
office  here.  TM/  UMR  ran  the  survey 
March  29. 

Dr.  Virgil  Sexton,  assistant  general 
secretary  of  the  GCOM,  told  TM/  UMR 
that  the  two  issues  of  changing  values 
and  declining  morality  rose  to  the  top  in 
each  of  the  survey’s  three  major  sections 
on  "trends,”  "issues”  and, "needs.” 

Heading  the  list  under  "Trends  —  basic 
patterns  for  our  society,”  as  perceived 
by  the  respondents,  was  "decline  in 
personal  and  corporate  morality.” 
Number  two  was  "decline  in  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  the  church.” 

Rounding  out  the  top  five  responses  in 
that  category  were:  (3.)  desire  to  be 
more  fully  human;  (4.)  conservative 
religious  mood  and  spirit  and  (5.)  rate 
and  widespread  character  of  change. 

Dr.  Sexton  emphasized  that  the  survey 
responses  will  be  balanced  with  other 
incoming  data  before  final  conclusions 
can  be  reached.  Reports  from  hearings 
held  throughout  the  country,  summaries 
from  annual  conferences  and  other 
sources  are  yet  to  be  tabulated.  He  also 
indicated  that  it  will  take  several  weeks 
just  to  organize  the  written  comments  on 
the  survey  forms  —  always  a  valuable 
source  of  information. 

The  top  priority  in  the  second  major 
section  was,  again,  "changing  values  in 
the  society.”  The  other  four  priorities  in 
the  section  entitled  “Issues  —  topics 
needing  discussion  and  decision,”  as 
selected  by  the  respondents  were 


"family  life  —  styles  and  sex  patterns,” 
"confidence  in  leadership,”  "violence  in 
society  —  crime  in  the  streets,”  and 
"peace  —  cessation  of  war  and  in¬ 
ternational  stability.” 

In  the  third  section,  the  respondents 
cited  "challenge  for  deeper  Christian 
commitment”  as  by  far  the  number  one 
need.  It  outranked  eight  other  choices. 
The  section  listed  needs  with  which  the 
church  should  deal,  and  the  respondents 
ranked  the  remaining  top  four  as: 

•  Understanding  of  our  beliefs  and 
values ; 

•  Participation  of  laity  in  the  work  of 
the  church; 

•  Revitalization  of  educational  ac¬ 
tivities  and  curricula; 

•  Feedback  of  ideas  and  reactions  to 
annual  conferences  and  the  general 
church. 

The  categories  not  ranking  high  with 
respondents  were  almost  as  revealing  as 
those  which  did  receive  top  priority. 
Among  those  receiving  lower  ranking 
were  "equal  rights  for  women”  and 
"minority  group  demands  and  con¬ 
cerns.”  Neither  did  the  respondents 


rank  highly  several  issues  that  have 
received  publicity  in  recent  years: 
"continuing  quota  procedures  to  insure 
representation  of  women  and  ethnic 
groups,”  “opportunities  to  designate  use 
of  funds,”  "ecumenical  relationships”  or 
"understanding  the  charismatic  and 
tongues  movements.” 

Readers  of  TM/  UMR  and  the  United 
Methodist  Today  magazine  each  supplied 
approximately  one-third  of  survey 
respondents,  with  the  six  other 
publications  producing  the  other  third. 
Dr.  Sexton  reported  that  TM/  UMR 
readers  agreed  with  the  national  samp¬ 
ling,  "which  suggests,”  he  said,  "that 
TM/  UMR  readers  provide  a  good  cross- 
section  of  opinion  in  the  church.” 

The  preliminary  summaries  will  be 
rushed  to  the  fall  meeting  of  the  General 
Council  on  Ministries  for  priority  con¬ 
sideration,  Dr.  Sexton  said,  although  two 
other  sections  of  the  survey  still  remain 
to  be  tabulated. 

"We  believe,”  he  said,  "that  they  will 
want  to  consider  what  the  church  should 
be  doing  about  these  concerns  im¬ 
mediately.” 


heading  for  the  warmer  climates.” 

That  statement  is  confirmed  in 
Florida.  Dr.  A.  A.  Hedberg,  district 
superintendent  of  the  West  Palm  Beach 
District,  calls  the  population  growth  in 
the  state  "overwhelming,”  “phenom¬ 
enal,”  and  “There's  no  way  the  church 
can  keep  up!” 

That  district  has  started  one  new 
church  a  year  for  the  last  nine  years. 
"We  own  eight  pieces  of  property  for 
future  sites,"  Dr.  Hedberg  said,  “and  we 
could  start  three  churches  this  month  if 
we  had  the  financial  resources.” 

All  across  the  "fertile  crescent”  things 
are  moving.  In  Austin,  Tx.,  the  Rev. 
Bernie  Sandberg  led  his  congregation 
into  the  first  unit  of  a  new  church  last 
month,  the  first  United  Methodist 
congregation  in  the  Texas  capital  city  of 
350,000  in  six  years.  Another  new  church 
opens  across  town  next  month  and  the 
district  committee  on  church  location 
presently  is  buying  two  additional  sites. 

This  year  Albuquerque.  N.M. 
organized  its  first  new  church  in  the  last 
eight  years. 

And  the  Southern  California-Arizona 
conference  is  starting  three  new 
congregations  a  year.  They  are  now 
concentrating  mainly  in  the  rapidly 
growing  areas  of  Arizona,  the  Salt  River 
valley  near  Phoenix  and  in  Tucson. 

New  change  in  attitudes 

Why  the  change  in  attitude  for  the 
denomination  from  “Thou  shalt  not  start 
new  churches,”  to  “Thou  shalt  start 
them?” 

"We  must  go  where  the  people  are,” 
explained  Dr.  Jones.  “It  is  essentially  a 
matter  of  evangelism.  New  communities 
demand  new  congregations  and 
buildings.  United  Methodism  cannot 
afford  to  close  churches  without  opening 
new  ones.” 

Most  annual  conferences  today  are 
looking  for  areas  to  develop  new  church¬ 
es,  Dr.  Jones  said.  "But  we  have 
learned  some  lessons  from  the  1950’s 
boom  when  we  saw  many  new  churches 
born  only  to  die  a  few  years  later.  During 
that  period,  we  often  would  buy  a  lot  full 
of  weeds,  appoint  a  pastor  and  say  ‘Go  to 
it,  Reverend.’  With  no  congregation  or 
building  and  inadequate  financial 
backing,  it  was,  4  struggle  to  survive.” 

Better  site  selection  is  a  firm  criterion 
today.  And  greater  initial  financial 


support  for  the  new  church  is  fun¬ 
damental. 

“We  figure  it  costs  the  West  Palm 
Beach  District  $185,000  across  four  years 
to  start  a  new  church  and  get  it  self- 
supporting,”  explained  Dr.  Hedberg. 
“With  that  amount  we  expect  to  pay  one- 
third  of  the  land,  liquidate  the  parsonage 
property  debt,  pay  a  pastor’s  salary  and 
give  a  minimum  of  $10,000  on  the  first 
unit.” 

Dr.  Will  Hildebrand,  in  charge  of 
church  extension  for  the  Southern 
California-Arizona  conference,  esti¬ 
mated  it  costs  upwards  of  $300,000  to 
begin  a  new  congregation  from  scratch 
and  lead  it  to  a  self-supporting  status  in 
several  years.  “One-half  of  that  amount 
must  be  borne  by  the  congregation,”  he 
said.  “That’s  too  much  for  a  young 
church  to  carry,  but  with  our  limited 
finances  we  have  no  other  choice.” 
Inflation  scares  off  a  boom 

Inflation  rears  its  ugly  head  to  scare  off 
anything  resembling  a  boom,  though. 
Tight  money,  high  interest  rates  and 
soaring  costs  hurt  churches  trying  to 
build  first  units  or  add  extensions.  In 
most  sections  of  the  country,  con¬ 
struction  costs  have  risen  20  to  30  percent 
in  the  last  two  years. 

The  constant  rise  in  prices,  thinks  Dr. 
Jones,  may  have  caused  some  churches 
to  rush  into  building  programs  before 
they  were  actually  ready  in  the  hope  that 
they  could  beat  the  next  price  increase. 

Church  extension  is  not  restricted  to 
the  "fertile  crescent”  alone,  Dr.  Jones 
said.  It  extends  wherever  the  population 
shifts  and  the  needs  arise;  so  several  new 
black  congregations  are  starting  in  the 


the  church  today 


Clergy  salary  hikes 
lag  behind  average 


Youth  ministry  council 
elects  South  Carolina  girl 

DENVER,  Colo.  (UMC)  —  Bea  Jones, 
an  18  year-old  high  school  graduate  from 
Sumter,  S.C.,  has  been  elected  chair¬ 
person  of  the  32-member  national  United 
Methodist  Council  on  Youth  Ministry 
(tJMCYM).  She  was  elected  during  the 
Council’s  semi-annual  meeting  at  Iliff 
School  of  Theology  here  August  16-22.  She 
succeeds  Clint  Stanovsky,  Arlington, 
Tex. 

Elected  vice  chairperson  was  Dellie 
Pena,  Harlingen,  Tex.,  16  year-old  high 
school  junior. 

Miss  Jones,  who  will  be  entering  Duke 
University  this  fall,  has  served  as  vice 
chairperson  of  UMCYM  during  the  past 
year  and  has  been  chairperson  of  the 
South  Carolina  Conference  Council  on 
Youth  Ministry.  Her  mother,  Mrs. 
Marian  Jones,  coordinator  of  youth 
ministry  for  the  South  Carolina  Con¬ 


ference  is  an  adult  member  of  the 
Council. 

Miss  Pena  has  served  on  the  Rio 
Grande  Conference  Council  on  Youth 
Ministry  and  on  her  district  and  sub¬ 
district  youth  councils. 

Muslims  relieved 
at  WCC  Assembly  move 

JAKARTA  (RNS)  —  The  decision  of 
the  World  Council  of  Churches  not  to  hold 
its  1975  Assembly  in  Jakarta  as  originally 
planned  “indeed  relieved  us  greatly,” 
President  Suharto  said  in  an  address  at 
the  opening  of*  the  Indonesian 
Parliament. 

At  its  meeting  in  West  Berlin,  the  WCC 
Central  Committee  changed  the  location 
of  the  Assembly  to  Nairobi,  Kenya,  to 
avoid  the  possibility  of  such  a  prominent, 
international  Christian  gathering 
stirring  up  tensions  in  the  predominantly 
Muslim  country  of  Indonesia. 

President  Suharto  said  in  his  state 
address  that  although  holding  the 
Assembly  might  have  caused 
disturbances  at  this  time,  a  World 
Council  meeting  might  be  held  later. 

World  Methodist  Conference 
reschedules  1976  meeting 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.  (UMC)  — 
Citing  the  inavailability  of  adequate 
facilities,  the  officers  of  .  the  World 
Methodist  Council  have  unanimously 
voted  to  seek  a  new  site  for  the  13th  World 
Methodist  Conference  scheduled  for 
August  17-24,  1976,  in  Singapore. 

"The  facilities  available  are  not  as 
ample  as  we  had  believed  and  would  not 
accommodate  the  2,000  to  3,000  persons 
expected  to  attend  the  conference,”  said 
the  Rev.  Lee  F.  Tuttle,  general  secretary 
of  the  UMC. 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  A  National 
Council  of  Churches  survey  of  19 
Protestant  denominations  has  found  that 
parish  ministers’  salaries  have  not  in¬ 
creased  as  much  as  those  of  comparably 
educated  professionals  in  other  fields  in 
the  past  decade. 

Although  ministerial  salaries  rose  54 
percent,  and  was  somewhat  greater  than 
the  estimated  cost  of  living  rise  of  41 
percent  in  the  past  decade,  the  income 
increase  was  not  as  great  as  those  of 
lawyers  (77 percent),  personnel  directors 
(76  percent)  accountants  (70  percent),  or 
chemists  (61  percent),  the  survey  found. 

The  year-long  study  was  conducted  for 
the  NCC’s  Office  of  Professional  Church 
Leadership  under  the  direction  of  Dr. 
Robert  L.  Bonn  of  the  City  University  of 
New  York.  Funding  was  provided  by  a 
grant  from  the  Ministers’  Life  and 
Casualty  Union  of  Minneapolis. 

Denominations  participating  in  the 
study  elected  to  become  involved  after 
learning  of  the  survey.  Questionnaires 
were  sent  to  a  total  of  8,659  parish 
ministers  through  their  individual 
denominations,  and  the  survey  results 
were  based  on  4,635  usable  replies. 

Ministers  in  local  churches  are  getting 
an  average  of  $7,703  in  annual  cash  in¬ 
come,  the  survey  found.  Other  income 
sources,  such  as  housing  provision  and 
utilities  allowance,  bring  the  average 
salary  up  to  the  equivalent  of  $10,348.  The 
study  report  said  that  “this  is  about  half 
of  what  an  attorney,  accountant  or 
personnel  director  earns  on  the 
average.” 

With  regard  to  fringe  benefits,  the 
study  found  that  67  percent  of  the 
ministers  benefit  from  some  form  of 
pension  plan,  but  only  55  percent  are 
covered  by  health  or  life  insurance,  or 
supplementary  annuity  programs.  Only 
15  percent  are  compensated  for  Social 
Security  tax,  which  they  pay  as  "self- 
employed”  persons. 
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Adding  fringe  benefits,  ministers’ 
average  income  for  1973,  the  year 
covered  by  the  study,  reached  the 
equivalent  of  $11,435. 

Women  clergy  were  covered  for  the 
first'  time  in  this  survey.  (The  two 
previous  ones  covered  the  years  1963  and 
1968. )  It  found  their  average  age  to  be  52, 
compared  with  46  for  male  ministers. 

Congregations  served  by  female  clergy 
are  generally  smaller  (an  average  of  128 
members)  than  those  pastored  by  males 
(average  of  313  communicants).  Budgets 
for  churches  served  by  women  are  about 
$17,000  on  the  average,  as  against  $35,800 
for  churches  served  by  men.  Women 
ministers  in  parish  work  are  paid  less 
than  men,  the  average  salary  for  women 
clergy  being  $6,516  —  nearly  $4,000  less 
than  that  for  men. 

Clergy  serving  rural  churches  were 
generally  the  lowest  paid,  averaging 
$5,277  a  year.  The  highest  paid  served 
large  urban  and  suburban  churches,  the 
average  here  being  $13,221  for  urban  and 
$13,640  for  suburban. 


Editors  choose  their  list 
of  top  Christian  leaders 


Miss  World  USA  shares  her  faith 

RICHLAND,  Wash.  —  Lexie  Brockway,  Miss  World  USA,  chats  with  her  pastor, 
the  Rev.  Joe  A.  Harding,  United  Methodist  minister  of  the  Central  United  Protestant 
Church  here.  Miss  Brockway,  who  will  relinquish  her  crown  Sept.  14,  said  the  most 
important  thing  that  has  happened  to  her  in  her  19  active  years  was  accepting  Jesus 
Christ  as  her  personal  Savior  and  Lord.  “The  Lord  is  my  best  friend,”  she  said,  “and 
He  is  always  there  and  the  most  important  person  in  my  life.  I  am  so  thankful  for  His 
great  love  and  I  want  to  share  His  love  with  others.” 

PHOTO  COURTESY  OF  CENTRAL  UNITED  PROTESTANT  CHURCH 


PHILADELPHIA  (RNS)  -  Editors  of 
seven  church  periodicals  in  the  U.S.  and 
Canada  have  compiled  a  list  of  11  leaders 
who  are  considered  "major  shapers  of 
contemporary  Christian  thought  and 
life.” 

Profiles  of  the  11,  who  were  selected 
from  a  list  of  more  than  50  nominations, 
appear  in  an  article  published 
simultaneously  in  the  September  issues 
of  magazines  belonging  to  Interchurch 
Features,  a  group  of  nine  religious 
periodicals  with  a  combined  circulation 
of  over  2.4  million.  Included  in  the  group 
is  United  Methodists  Today* 

Included  on  the  list  are  European 
theologians  Jurgen  Moltmann  and  Hans 
Kueng,  American  ethicist  James 
Gustafson,  Canadian  theologian  Father 
Bernard  Lonergan,  S.J.,  American 
evangelist  Billy  Graham,  Archbishop 
Helder  Camara  of  Brazil,  United 


Methodist  Bishop  Abel  Muzorewa  of 
Rhodesia,  American  Indian  scholar  Vine 
Deloria,  American  Catholic  theologian 
Rosemary  Reuther,  American  priest- 
sociologist  Father  Andrew  Greeley,  and 
American  Pentecostal  leader  David 
DuPlessis. 

Criteria  used  for  selecting  the  11 
leaders  included:  1)  the  persons  must  be 
living;  2)  their  message  or  personal 
background  must  be  recognizably 
Christian;  3)  their  contribution  could  be 
academic  or  activist;  4)  their  influence 
will  likely  continue  for  a  number  of 
years;  and  5)  the  main  thrust  of  their 
thinking  or  action  should  be  un¬ 
derstandable  by  the  average  church 
member  whether  or  not  the  member  is 
aware  of  it. 

"None  of  us  can  agree  with  every  name 
on  the  list,”  said  Edgar  T.  Trexler, 
chairman  of  Interchurch  Features. 


"Simeon's  Story" 


"I  am  ten-years-old.  My  father  is  dead  and 
my  mother  is  illiterate.  I  live  in  India.  I  was 
accepted  into  the  Methodist  Boys'  Hostel  at 
Bidar.  My  superintendent.  Rev.  Nehemiah, 
says  I  am  an  intelligent  boy  and  I  love  to  read 
Bible  stories." 

Simeon  will  receive  help  through  WORLD'S 
CHILDREN,  INC.  if  someone  sponsors  him. 

The  sponsorship  fee  of  $10.  per  month 
provides  food,  clothing  and  some  educational 
materials  for  a  needy  child. 

HOW  TO  HELP:  Full  information  will  be 
sent  to  you  concerning  the  child:  name,  ad¬ 
dress,  case  history  and  photo.  No  contracts  are 
signed.  WCI  is  government  approved  so  all 
gifts  are  tax  deductible. 

Sponsoring  a  child  can  be  a  rewarding  ex¬ 
perience  for  an  individual,  family,  church  or 
civic  group. 

Let  us  hear  from  you: 


Enclosed  Is  payment  for  i 
month _ 


Name  _ 
Street  _ 
City _ 


Write  To:  Mrs.  Carol  A.  Ivey, 

Director,  P.  O.  Bax  2978.  Winter  Haven,  Fla. 
33880 


northern  cities. 

Neither  does  new  church  development 
mean  merely  places  “where  prairies  are 
leveled  and  new  houses  go  up,”  declared 
Dr.  Fred  Coots,  Santa  Anna,  Ca.  district 
superintendent.  In  a  changing  urban 
neighborhood  of  Norwalk,  he  reported,  a 
new  Hispanic  congregation  was  recently 
organized  which  uses  the  facilities  of  a 
United  Methodist  Church  jointly  with  the 
Anglo  congregation,  but  each  has  its  own 
pastor  and  program 

A  closed  church  which  then  re-opens 
with  a  new  ministry  affords  another 
example  of  church  extension,  explained 
Dr.  Hildebrand.  “In  Ocean  Park,  we  set 
out  to  minister  to  the  young  adult  sub 
culture  clustered  around  the  beach.  We 
have  a  young  minister  doing  a  significani 
job  with  that  age  group.  He  formed  a 
congregation  which  meets  in  a  near-by 
abandoned  church  building.” 

Golden  era’  teaches  lesson 

Another  lesson  learned  from  the 
“golden  era”  of  church  building  in  the 
1950’s  is  that  denominational  churches 
fare  much  better  than  ecumenical 
ventures  “Most  of  them  just  never  got 
off  the  ground,”  according  to  Dr.  Jones 
Many  denominations  today  wil1 
cooperate  in  strategy  for  an  area,  hf 
said,  but  each  goes  its  own  way  to  found 
and  support  a  congregation. 

Where  to  obtain  the  money  to  purchase 
new  sites  for  church  extension  troubles 
many  United  Methodist  leaders.  Real 
estate  costs  in  most  areas  of  the  nation 
have  jumped  out  of  sight  along  with  the 
upward  swing  of  the  total  economy. 

“Our  conferences  have  been  shaped  by 
new  church  extension,”  said  Dr. 
Hildebrand.  “Many  churches  begun  2( 
years  ago  as  new  are  the  stable 
congregations  of  the  present.  If  the 
economic  situation  can  level  off,  I  think 
we  might  see  another  great  surge  of  new 
church  development.” 
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Human  situations  being  lived  out  as  a  result 
of  choices  made  during  the  Vietnam  War 


r  -jss^ 

Dale  Doten 


One  man’s  conscience  sent  him  to  prison 


By  BILL  BUCHANAN 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

GRAND  RAPIDS.  Mich.  —  Chances 
are  Dale  Doten  will  never  vote  in  an 
election  or  hold  a  job  that  requires 
security  clearance. 

These  are  some  of  the  consequences 
he’s  facing  for  resisting  the  Vietnam 
War. 

The  only  chance  of  his  being  taken  off 
the  hook  and  restored  to  full  citizenship  is 
the  possibility  that  the  President  will 
grant  amnesty  to  those  men  who  refused 
to  be  drafted. 

It’s  not  a  possibility,  however,  that 
Dale  gets  greatly  exercised  over.  Having 
paid  the  price  and  made  peace  with 
himself,  Dale  is  content  to  let  well  enough 
alone,  secure  in  the  belief  that  he  did 
what  he  had  to  do  and  was  man  enough  to 
accept  the  consequences. 

Taking  time  off  from  his  job  at  Kent 
County  Library  here  one  afternoon  re¬ 
cently,  the  bearded  youth  reflected  on 
what  he  had  done  and  why. 

It  was  not,  he  allowed,  a  spur-of-the- 
moment  or  impulsive  move  on  his  part. 

While  he  and  his  parents  —  the  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  Donn  Doten  of  Lansing,  Mich. 
—  agree  that  his  upbringing  in  the  home 
of  a  liberal  United  Methodist  minister 
pretty  well  programmed  his  negative 
reaction  to  the  war,  the  actual  drama 
when  it  began  unfolding  in  December 
1967  surprised  them. 

“I  wanted  Dale  to  take  an  easier  way 


such  as  conscientious  objection,”  said 
Mrs.  Doten.  “But  he  felt  as  if  he  couldn’t. 

I  couldn’t  understand  at  the  time,  but 
now  I’m  just  very  proud  of  what  he  did.” 

The  end  result  of  the  drama  was  a  19- 
month  stint  in  federal  prison. 

It  was  not  necessarily  what  Dale 
wanted  to  do.  But  the  more  he  considered 
the  options  the  more  prison  seemed  to  be 
inevitable. 

For  a  variety  of  reasons  he  was  un¬ 
comfortable  with  the  notions  of  going  to 
Canada  or  seeking  conscientious  objector 
status,  and,  of  course,  “serving  in  the 
army  was  way  out. ..that  was  the  first 
thing  out.” 

When  he  finally  decided  to  resist  the 
draft  it  was  just  a  matter  of  digging  in 
and  waiting  for  the  ax  to  fall.  It  fell 
swiftly. 

“I  decided  .  .  if  the  draft  board  came 

kMy  objection  was  (juite 

specifically  to  this  war" 

and  got  me  I  would  refuse.  If  they  left  me 
alone,  I  would  leave  them  alone.  They 
came  and  got  me  rather  shortly.” 

The  chain  of  events  occurred 
something  like  this: 

After  a  disillusioning  semester  at 
Oberlin  College  Dale  decided  during 
Christmas  vacation  in  1967  to  drop  out  of 
school  because  “I  originally  went  to 


college  ...  to  learn  how  to  think  and  a 
whole  bunch  of  good  stuff."  But  then  I 
discovered  “that  it  wasn’t  any  good  for 
me.” 

When  college  went  down  the  drain  his 
draft  deferment  went  along  with  it.  And 
in  February  1968  he  was  called  up  to  take 
a  physical  examination  for  selective 
service.  In  September  that  same  year  he 
was  called  up  for  induction.  He  refused. 
The  die  was  cast,  and  the  next  move  was 
up  to  the  government. 

The  government  officials  didn’t  move 
swiftly,  but  they  moved  surely. 

He  was  indicted  in  January  of  1970.  A 
plea  of  guilty  was  entered  and  in  June 
that  same  year  he  received  the 
maximum  five-year  sentence  in  federal 
prison. 

The  time  between  deciding  to  resist 
and  going  to  prison  was  a  time  of  waiting 
and  wondering  during  which  he  found 
solace  and  support  in  the  writings  of  such 
persons  as  Daniel  Berrigan  and  Martin 
Luther  King  Jr.  —  men  who  had  suffered 
because  they  held  convictions  which 
went  against  the  grain  of  society. 

During  the  first  three  months  in  prison 
Dale  underwent  extensive  psychological 
evaluation.  The  findings  were  presented 
to  the  judge  who  in  turn  reduced  the 
sentence  to  three  years.  And  in 
December  1971  the  draft  board  “cut  me 
loose.” 

Looking  back  over  that  period  of  his 
life,  Dale  concluded  that  there  was  plenty 
of  pain,  but  no  regrets. 

Asked  to  explain  how  and  why  he  made 
the  decision.  Dale  outlined  an  exacting 
set  of  ethics  which  required  him  to  follow 
the  dictates  of  his  conscience  and  also 
bade  him  honor  the  institutions  of 
government  —  including  the  draft  laws, 
“crummy”  though  they  may  have  been. 

It  was  in  the  pinch  between  the 
demands  of  the  law  and  the  demands  of 
his  conscience  that  the  decision  was 
made. 

Participating  in  the  war  was  out,  he 
said,  because  even  on  the  outside  chance 
the  U.S.  had  any  business  in  Vietnam  “it 
was  certainly  not  justifying  the  killing  we 
were  doing... it  was,  in  essence,  murder.” 

Not  seeing  himself  as  a  unilateral 
pacificist,  he  didn’t  feel  he  could  lay 
claim  to  being  a  conscientious  objector 
because  “my  objection  was  quite 
specifically  to  this  war,  which  was  one  of 
the  things  (selective  conscientous  ob- 


Prison.  oi  course,  was  not  an  easy  ride. 
There  were  plenty  of  rough  spots  along 
the  way.  But  they  were  the  sorts  of 
things,  said  Dale,  one  blocks  from  the 
memory. 

And  as  the  bad  things  continue  to  fade 
into  oblivion  the  good  experiences  of 
prison  come  into  much  better  focus.  He 
said  he  developed  some  “very  good 
relationships”  in  prison,  including  the 
chaplain  for  whom  he  worked  as  a  clerk. 

There  was  also  plenty  of  time  for 
reading.  And,  he  added  with  a  chuckle,  ‘‘I 
practiced  my  patience  incredibly.” 

But  the  most  prominent  thing  on  the 
positive  side  of  the  prison  experience,  he 
said,  was  the  degree  to  which  it  con¬ 
tributed  to  his  confidence  and  self¬ 
esteem  : 

“It  did  me  a  lot  of  good  personally,  that 
is  the  only  thing  I  know  for  sure...  It’s  a 
lot  easier  to  be  yourself  and  go  your  own 
way  when  you  haven’t  skirted  around 
something  that  you  know  has  to  be  done. 
It  contributes  to  your  sense  of  self- 
worth.” 

The  readiness  of  his  former  employers 
at  the  Kent  County  Library  to  hire  him 
back  even  though  he  bore  the  title  of 
“felon”  was  also  a  redeeming  ex¬ 
perience.  Without  the  offer  of  a  job  he 
would  have  had  difficulty  getting  out  of 
prison  short  of  his  five-year  sentence. 

Although  a  number  of  occupations  are 
now  closed  to  him  because  he  is  a 
“felon,”  Dale  doesn’t  seem  unduly 
distressed  about  the  matter  and  is 
currently  pursuing  an  interest  in  com¬ 
puter  technology  which  he  hopes  at  some 
later  date  to  combine  with  his  interest  in 
library  work. 

Dale  hesitates  to  describe  his  1968 
decision  in  the  traditional  lofty  terms  of 
“Christian  principles,”  though  he  readily 
admits  that  his  convictions  did  not 
develop  in  a  religious  vacuum.  He  credits 
his  father’s  faith  as  being  a  “primary 
factor  in  my  life.” 

Some  of  what  has  been  sold  as 
Christianity  doesn’t  wash  with  Dale,  but 
he’ll  buy  this:  “I  believe  very  strongly  in 
the  sort  of  thing  I  think  was  Christ’s  main 
message...  Christ’s  social  message 
means  a  great  deal  to  me...  I  was  raised 
in  that,  and  it  is  natural  to  me.” 

Returning  to  the  question  of  amnesty, 
Dale  became  a  bit  ambivalent:  “Every 
position  (on  amnesty)  has  some  problem 
with  it.  In  general  I  feel  we  (war 


7/  "s  a  lot  easier  to  be  yourself  and  go  your  own  way 
when  you  haven't  skirted  around  something 
you  know  has  to  be  done 


Another  wanted  to  get  on  with  living 


By  JUDY  WEIDMAN 
Associate  Editor 

TORONTO— Most  college  seniors  are 
more  than  ready  to  take  the  plunge 
professionally  and  tie  the  nuptial  knot  by 
the  time  graduation  rolls  around.  But  for 
Bruce  Bolin,  graduation  day  in  1968 
necessitated  one  more  decision— a  choice 
he  may  never  have  the  opportunity  to 
reverse. 

Like  thousands  of  other  American 
youth  who  felt  they  could  not  fight  in 
Vietnam,  Bruce  was  faced  with  a  host  of 
undesirable  alternatives.  The  decision 
didn't  come  overnight,  but  the  hand¬ 
writing  already  was  on  the  wall  by 
Bruce’s  sophomore  year  when  he  met  his 
future  wife  Janet,  also  a  student  at 
Kalamazoo  College  in  Michigan. 

Together  they  worked  through  the 
options,  and  shortly  after  graduation, 
marriage  license  and  college  degrees  in 

* Gradually  Canada 

became  the  only 

alternative' 

hand,  they  crossed  the  border  into 
Canada. 

Five  years  later— last  February— it 
was  official;  they’d  become  Canadian 
citizens. 

“At  first  going  to  Canada  was  just  an 
alternative,  but  gradually  it  became  the 
only  alternative,"  explained  the  bearded 
young  computer  programmer.  One  by 
one  the  other  options  were  ruled  out: 
prison,  the  Peace  Corps,  conscientious 
objector  status,  graduate  school. 

Asked  to  share  his  beliefs  and  recall 
the  process  by  which  he  decided  to  go  to 
Canada,  Bruce  emphasized  as  he  would 
so  often  throughout  the  interview  that  his 
reasons  were  partly  selfish.  Any  other 
choice  would  have  meant  uncertainty 
and  delays.  He  wanted  to  get  on  with  the 
business  of  living,  and  for  someone  who 


Editors’  Note 

These  articles  comprise  the  first 
two  installments  of  a  five-part 
series  on  “Human  situations  being 
lived  out  as  a  result  of  choices 
made  during  the  Vietnam  War.” 

In  subsequent  issues,  articles 
dealing  with  a  Vietnam  veteran,  a 
deserter,  and  a  conscientious 
objector  will  appear,  followed  by  a 
summary  of  the  issues  and  an 
opportunity  for  TM/  UMR  readers 
to  express  their  opinions  —  via  a 
Question  Box  survey  —  in  the. 
October  4  issue. 


had  been  raised  in  Michigan,  Canada 
didn’t  seem  all  that  different  and  distant. 

But  there  was  something  else.  The  son 
of  United  Methodist  parents  with  a  strong 
social  conscience,  Bruce  confesses  to 
being  an  idealist. 

He’d  cut  his  teeth  on  the  race  question ; 
he’d  even  marched  in  Washington.  His 
ideals  were  soon  to  out-distance  his 
church’s  performance  on  the  issue, 
however.  He  wasn’t  so  sure  about  his 
belief  in  God  anymore  and  consciously 
decided  to  withdraw  his  membership  in 
his  hometown  of  Dearborn  during  his 
first  year  in  college. 

Having  made  that  step  and  not  being  a 
thorough-going  pacifist,  Bruce  felt  if  he 
had  tried  to  get  church  backing  for  CO 
status  “it  would  have  been  a  lie,”  even 
though  he  feels  he  probably  could  have 
done  it. 

Besides,  with  a  physics  major,  his 
alternative  service  undoubtedly  would 
have  contributed  to  the  war  in  some  way. 
This  wasn’t  much  different  from  the 
draft,  where  only  1  in  7  soldiers  went  to 
the  front  lines. 

Not  that  going  to  Canada  meant  that  he 
was  escaping  the  war,  not  with  the  close 
tie  of  American  and  Canadian  business 
and  industry,  he  observed. 

Clearly  these  were  not  black  and  white 
choices. 

The  Peace  Corps  would  have  been  only 
a  deferment,  and  his  grades  weren’t  good 
enough  to  get  into  graduate  school  in  the 
field  that  really  interested  him. 

But  what  about  going  to  prison  if  he  felt 
so  strongly  about  the  war  and  didn’t  want 
to  kill,  at  least  not  for  this  purpose?  That 
had  crossed  his  mind,  too.  His  ultimate 
rejection  of  the  notion  is  a  complex  sweep 
of  the  mind  and  emotion.  He’d  been 
keeping  track  of  the  guys  who  went  to 
prison.  Outside  of  family  and  friends, 
they  were  soon  forgotten,  he  noticed. 

If  he  were  going  to  spend  up  to  five 
years  of  his  life  in  prison,  it  would  be 
worth  it  only  if  it  helped  change  the 
political  climate.  He  didn’t  see  that 
happening,  so  he  wrote  it  off  as  a  waste  of 
time.  Besides,  he’d  still  be  eligible  for  the 
draft  when  he  got  out  if  the  war  was  still 
going  on. 

Canada  may  have  been  a  natural,  but 
getting  in  safely  took  some  checking 
around.  Bruce’s  lawyer  father  had 
contacted  the  Canadian  consulate  in 
Chicago  on  behalf  of  an  unnamed  client, 
but  the  best  information  seemed  to  be 
through  the  grapevine. 

Bruce  was  glad  to  know  he  had  his 
father’s  sympathy  ;  he  hadn’t  been  sure 
what  to  expect.  He  did  follow  his  advice 
not  to  contact  his  local  draft  board  so 
there  wouldn't  be  anything  in  his  file. 

Don’t  cross  the  border  at  Detroit,  he 


was  told.  Try  Sault  Ste.  Marie  or  Sarnia 
at  Port  Huron.  The  customs  officials 
there  are  more  sympathetic. 

On  the  appointed  day  Bruce  and  his 
father  climbed  into  a  rented  truck  and  set 
out,  with  the  junior  and  senior  Mrs. 
Bolins  in  a  car  behind  them. 

At  the  border  Bruce  applied  for  landed 
right  there  or  provided  an  opener  for 
immigrant  status,  which  would  make 
him  a  legal  resident  during  the  five-year 
wait  for  citizenship.  He  was  lucky.  Not 
everyone  qualified.  He  was  young,  in 
good  physical  condition,  had  an 
education  and  financial  backing,  with  job 
prospects  pretty  good.  That  added  up  to 
lots  of  those  needed  points. 

Things  eventually  turned  out  better  on 
the  job  front  than  he’d  hoped.  He  had 
written  50  letters  before  he  moved  to 
Canada  so  he’d  have  a  job  when  he  got 
there.  No  response.  Obviously  the 
Canadian  companies,  many  of  them  U.S. 
subsidiaries,  weren’t  about  to  aid  draft 
dodgers. 

Once  he  was  there,  things  were  dif¬ 
ferent.  He  pulled  into  Toronto  on  Satur¬ 
day,  and  by  Monday  he  had  a  job  at  the 
University  of  Toronto. 

The  young  couple  soon  blended  into  the 
scenery.  The  Bolins  noticed  an  im¬ 
mediate  change  in  their  son.  “It  was  like 
a  weight  had  been  lifted  from  him,” 
observed  James  Bolin.  But  life  wasn’t 
quite  as  good  to  many  of  the  young  men 
who  crossed  the  border.  High  school 
dropouts  with  no  money  and  no  jobs,  cut 


house,  but  when  grandma  gave  them 
some  cap  guns  Bruce  and  his  older 
brother  were  admonished  not  to  point 
them  at  each  other.  They’d  also  been  told 
if  they  used  their  heads  they  wouldn’t 
have  to  fight  with  the  neighborhood  kids 
to  get  along. 

James  Bolin  had  rehearsed  the 
atrocities  committed  by  American 
soldiers  during  World  War  II  with  his 
boys  and  now  says,  “I  think  they  realized 
they  didn’t  want  to  be  a  part  of  anything 
like  that.”  He  also  looks  back  on  “his 
war”  with  a  skepticism  which  likely 
rubbed  off.  What  did  we  gain  by  trading 
Stalin  for  Hitler,  he  asks? 

The  older  Bolin  son,  afflicted  with  a 
heart  condition  which  kept  him  out  of  the 
draft,  appears  to  have  completed  the 
family  circle  in  becoming  a  Quaker.  The 
senior  Bolins  still  are  visited  by  the  FBI 
periodically,  though  Mr.  Bolin  thinks  he 
recognizes  a  more  apologetic  air  in  the 
calls  since  Watergate. 

The  couple  isn’t  what  you’d  call 
crusaders  but  mince  no  words  when  the 
subject  comes  up.  Amnesty  is  a  good 
idea,  says  James  Bolin:  “That  would 
give  us  a  chance  to  forgive  all  those 
people  in  the  War  Department.” 

A  mild  mannered  man,  he  says  he 
doesn’t  press  the  subject  with  people. 
Used  to  be,  he  said,  when  the  war  came 
up  he’d  tell  the  person  one  of  his  sons  is  a 
draft  dodger  and  that  either  ended  it 


7  think  they  realized  they  didn  ’ t  want  to  be  a  part 
of  anything  like  that 9 


off  from  their  parents  and  in  Canada 
illegally,  they  formed  communities  and 
hung  on  together  as  long  as  they  could. 

Once  thought  to  be  100,000  strong,  only 
20,000  eventually  registered  as  landed 
immigrants.  Presumably  many  of  them 
drifted  back  to  face  the  consequences  or 
continue  to  live  underground  in  the  U.S. 
and  Canada. 

Removed  from  this  group 
sociologically,  Bruce  nevertheless 
shared  their  ideology:  Vietnam  was  not  a 
threat  to  the  security  of  the  U.S.  Far 
from  helping  the  people,  the  American 
effort  seemed  to  be  destroying  the 
country.  The  Vietnam  people  appeared  to 
be  unconcerned  about  the  ideology  of 
their  government,  seeming  only  to  want 
to  grow  their  crops  in  peace.  A  Com¬ 
munist  government  didn’t  seem  any 
worse  than  the  results  of  the  conflict. 

Bruce’s  views  also  were  tempered  by 
his  upbringing.  He  could  remember  his 
mother  had  tried  to  keep  guns  out  of  the 


jection)  that  was  not  allowed  by  the  draft 
laws.” 

Despite  the  fact  that  his  family’s 
tradition  of  Conscientious  objection  (his 
father  was  a  C.O.  in  World  War  II)  could 
have  easily  qualified  him  in  this  regard, 
Dale  said  he  also  decided  not  to  take  this 
route  because  “I  realized  that  those  kind 
of  exemptions  were  the  sort  of  thing  that 
siphoned  off  the  fiercest  potential  conflict 
with  the  draft  law.... 

"You  take  away  the  people  who  are 
most  apt  to  realize  what  is  happening  and 
give  them  this  escape  valve  which  makes 
them  not  have  to  face  up  to  the  issue,  and 
you  take  away  those  people  who  are  most 
apt  to  be  most  effective  in  their  op¬ 
position  to  something  like  a  draft  law.” 

His  belief  in  the  United  States  and  fear 
of  an  “indefinitely  postponed  ex¬ 
perience”  ruled  expatriation  to  Canada 
out  as  an  option. 

So  prison,  unhappily,  was  for  Dale  the 
only  choice. 


someone  of  like  mind. 

Pressed  now  on  the  finality  of  their 
situation,  the  Bolins  on  both  sides  of  the 
border,  separated  by  a  five-hour  drive  on 
the  interstate  highway,  are  rather  stoic. 
Bruce  misses  summer  fishing  at  the 
family  cottage  in  northern  Michigan,  but 
otherwise  he  sees  his  folks  about  as  often 
as  he  did  when  he  was  in  college.  Mr. 
Bolin  believes  the  moment  of  truth  will 
come  when  there’s  serious  illness  or 
death  in  the  family  and  Bruce  can’t  come 
home. 

Only  amnesty  can  rescue  Bruce.  Yes, 
he’d  be  interested  in  American 
citizenship  again,  though  he’s  sold  on 
Canada  as  a  good  place  to  live  and  work, 
he  says,  adding,  “I’d  really  like  amnesty 
for  the  U.S.  to  be  able  to  realize  the 
government  isn’t  always  right  so  perhaps 
it  would  be  possible  to  avoid  these 
mistakes  in  the  future.” 


rcsisters)  were  right.”  And  that  raises 
the  question  in  his  mind  of  who  really 
needs  amnesty  (forgiveness),  the 
resisters  or  the  nation. 

His  parents,  however,  see  un¬ 
conditional  amnesty  as  the  only  answer. 
“The  country  is  losing  more  than  the 
young  men  are  by  not  granting  am¬ 
nesty,”  said  Mrs.  Doten.  “By  refusing 
amnesty  our  country  is  losing  some  of  its 
brightest  young  men,  men  who  are 
dedicated  and  committed  to  making  this 
world  a  better  place.” 

“I  feel,”  concluded  Dale,  “that  there  is 
a  sort  of  underlying  knowledge  even  on 
the  part  of  those  people  who  do  not  want 
to  know  that  someone  who  went  to  prison 
in  order  to  say  ‘no’  to  the  war  was 
probably  right. 

“The  country  ought  to  admit  it  was 
wrong,  but  it  never  will. 

“Well,  never’s  a  long  time.  Who 
knows?” 


Bruce  Bolin 
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MW  plans  enthusiastic  meeting  in  Natchitoches  Sept.  20-21 


pt  together 


Planning  committee  for  UniLg^fi^/0iifWorhen's  Annya/.Con/erence 
to  plan  the  upcoming  e ven^Ctock-wi^c, '.sealed  are:  Mrs.  AlletfR^sh]\  Mrs.  Jack 
McCain,  Jr.,  Mrs.  Nettles  Browfp  ‘Mrs:‘Sidney-  B.  Evans,  Jr1:1,  Mr's.  Dwight  Davis; 
and  seated,  Mrs.  Robert^CQmptfnsayd'  granddaughter. 
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United 


The  Rev.  Henry  C.  Blount,  Jr.,  pastor  of  First  Church,  Natchitoches,  and  Mrs. 
Nettles  Brown,  UMW  President  of  First  Church,  look  over  details  of  the  meeting 
schedule.  6 
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Bishop’s  Message 

Perhaps  you  have  been  reading  of  the  recent  World  Population  Conference, 
following  its  proceedings  and  studying  its  conclusions  to  ascertain  the  Christian 
stance.  I  have  been  interested  and  mildly  pleased  with  the  outcome  of  that 
conference,  but  would  stress  that  what  they  are  really  talking  about  is  basic 
Christian  stewardship  —  the  stewardship  of  life,  of  resources,  of  brotherly 
sharing,  and  of  self-discipline. 

Far  more  threatening  to  us  all  than  many  realize  is  the  burgeoning  population 
lime-bomb.  Lester  Brown  has  told  us  that  we  may  be  on  the  verge  of  one  of  the 
great  discontinuities  of  human  history  —  economic,  demographic,  and  political. 
Uncontrolled  human  fertility  may  pose  a  greater  threat  to  our  future  well-being 
and  individual  security  than  any  other  single  factor.  Not  only  is  the  stabilization 
of  world  population  a  must  ;  human  beings  must  also  abandon  the  wild  pursuit 
of  superaffluence.  “The  notion,  that,  in  a  world  of  scarcity,  we  can  individually 
consume  as  much  food,  energy,  and  other  resources  as  we  wish  is  becoming 
questionable.”  In  fact,  said  Dr.  Brown,  “the  issue  of  how  resources  are  shared 
among  countries  may  well  dominate  international  affairs  for  years  to  come." 

Current  theme  on  this  subject  seems  to  be  that  stabilizing  world  population 
requires  advances  on  two  fronts:  the  systematic  extension  of  family  planning 
services  to  all,  and  the  satisfaction  of  certain  basic  social  needs,  which,  history 
shows,  results  in  a  lower  birth  rate.  A  concerted  effort  by  the  international 
community  to  help  all  lesser  communities  satisfy  certain  basic  social  needs 
apparently  is  in  the  interest  of  the  privileged  countries  as  well  asi  the  un¬ 
derprivileged. 

But,  as  stated,  what  we're  really  talking  about  is  the  stewardship  of  all  life, 
for  “the  earth  is  the  Lord's  and  the  fullness  thereof,  the  world  and  they  that 
dwell  therein  ..." 


Faithfully 


Around  our  Conference 


Mrs.  Inez  W.  Chrisentery  was  guest 
speaker  for  the  Annual  Woman’s  Day 
Celebration,  at  Wilton  Church, 
Alexandria.  Youth  were  sponsors  of  the 
service,  and  the  theme  was  “Many  Gifts, 
One  Spirit.”  Kenneth  M.  Fisher  is  pastor. 

A  Service  of  Installation  for  Jordan 
Chick  Gary  as  Minister  In  Training 
(Intern)  at  Blackwater  Church,  Baker, 
was  held  on  August  25.  This  special  oc¬ 
casion  was  followed  by  a  reception. 
William  C.  Blakely  is  pastor. 

SL  Mark  Church,  Alexandria,  the  Rev. 
N.  P.  Perry,  pastor,  held  their  annual 
family  picnic  on  August  10.  Each  family 
provided  a  basket  of  food,  which  they 
shared  with  others.  Fun  and  games  were 
also  enjoyed. 


First  Church,  Lafayette,  sponsors  the 
oldest  Boy  Scout  troop  in  the  city  of 
Lafayette:  Troop  ti  19.  The  troop’ has 
been  awarded  many  outstanding  local 
and  national  awards.  They  have  gone  on 
numerous  camping  trips  and  have 
participated  in  a  large  number  of  service 
projects.  Currently  65  boys  are  enrolled. 
Under  the  leadership  of  Fire  Chief 
Wayne  Prejean,  of  Lafayette,  50  scouts 
have  attained  the  high  rank  of  Eagle. 
Pastor  of  First  Church  is  W.  0.  Lynch 
Jr. 

+  *  * 

St.  Paul’s  Church,  Monroe,  recently 
reported  that  a  total  of  109  persons  have 
joined  the  church  this  year.  Pastor  is 
James  L.  Stovall. 

*  *  + 

A  training  course  for  Christian  wit¬ 
nessing,  to  be  led  by  Mrs.  Robert  Goff, 
begins  September  19  at  First  Church, 
Pineville,  and  will  run  for  13  consecutive 
Thursdays.  Beginning  September  22, 
sessions  will  also  be  conducted  on  13 
consecutive  Sundays.  This  will  be  a 
workshop  and  personal  action  course. 
Pastor  of  the  church  is  Stone  W. 
Caraway. 

*  *  * 

First  Church,  Hammond,  recently 
hosted  a  special  program  of  singing, 
featuring  the  Harper  Sisters  from  Old 
Hickory,  Tenn.,  where  their  father  is 
presently  serving  a  United  Methodist 


Church.  In  addition  to  the  evening 
program,  they  sang  for  morning  worship 
services.  Pastor  of  the  church  is  Jerry 
Means. 

*  *  * 

Palestine  Church  held  a  “Fall” 
church  outing  on  August  25  at  Camp 
Brewer.  Pastor  is  C.  Richard  Hoffpauir. 

Centenary  College 
enrollment  up 
10  percent 

Centenary  College  has  experienced  a 
10%  increase  in  enrollment  according  to 
first-day  registration  figures  released 
today  by  President  John  H.  Allen. 
According  to  Dr.  Allen,  a  total  of  747 
students  registered  Tuesday,  compared 
with  a  first-day  registration  count  last 
year  of  681.  The  final  registration  count 
last  year  for  the  fall  semester  was  722. 
Registration  will  continue  until  Friday, 
September  6,  and  at  least  30  more 
students  are  expected  to  enroll. 

The  increase  in  the  number  of  students 
living  in  the  dormitories  is  larger  than 
the  overall  increase.  This  year  444 
students  are  living  on  campus  compared 
to  370  last  year,  a  jump  of  20%. 

There  were  increases  in  students  from 
both  the  Shreveport-Bossier  and 
surrounding  areas. 

The  improved  Registration  at  Cen¬ 
tenary  College  comes  in  the  face  of  a 
national  downward  trend  at  private 
colleges  and  a  leveling  off  or  decrease  in 
the  enrollments  of  many  state  colleges 
and  universities. 

The  Centenary  president  attributed  the 
upward  trend  to  hard  work  and  planning, 
and  a  new  emphasis  on  career-oriented 
programs  including  church  careers,  pre¬ 
law  and  pre-medicine. 

- > 


Kathy  Bernier  has  been  named 
recipient  of  the  annual  Methodist 
Hospital  [in  New  Orleans ]  Auxiliary 
Scholarship  awarded  to  an  outstanding 
teen  volunteer  who  is  entering  the  field  of 
medicine.  Miss  Bernier,  who  has  served 
as  a  Sunshine  Girl  for  three  years,  plans 
a  career  in  respiratory  therapy. 


The  Rev.  Ashley  T.  Law,  well-known 
artist,  and  retired  minister  of  the 
Conference,  has  a  one-man  exhibit  of. 
some  60  of  his  paintings  at  the  Louisiana 
State  Museum  and  Art  Gallery  in 
Shreveport.  The  exhibit  runs  through 
September  30.  Mr.  Law  will  be  80  on 
October  9. 

September  is  Retired 
Ministers  Homes 
Board  month 

September  is  “Retired  Ministers 
Homes  Board  Month"  in  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference;  and  the  need  to 
augment  this  important  program  is 
greater  —  and  more  challenging  —  than 
ever.  The  Retired  Ministers  Homes 
Board,  Inc.  sets  an  annual  goal  of  $60,000 
each  year.  Is  it  possible  that  1974  might 
be  the  year  when  the  goal  is  actually 
reached? 

There  was  a  time,  not  so  long  ago, 
when  $60,000  would  have  built  two  homes 
a  year.  But  this  year,  according  to 
Chairman  James  L.  Adams,  two  homes 
have  been  built  at  an  average  cost  of 
$34,250  each.  He  goes  on  to  say,  “At  our 
present  annual  income  of  approximately 
$12,000  it  will  take  three  years  to  build 
one  home.  Last  year  we  needed  five 
homes  and  could  provide  for  only  three  of 
them  .  .  .  This  year  we  have  applicants 
for  seven  homes." 

Since  most  of  the  Board’s  funds  were 
used  to  build  the  two  homes  in  1974,  very 
little  remains.  Income  will  have  to  be 
tripled  just  to  build  one  home! 

The  Retired  Ministers  Homes  Board 
was  organized  in  1953,  and  the  first  home 
was  built  in  1956.  Today  there  are  both 
single-family  homes  and  one  six-unit 
apartment.  The  properties  are  located  in 
eight  districts  of  the  Conference,  and  the 
property  is  valued  at  approximately  a 
half  million  dollars. 

The  only  source  of  income  is  from 
contributions.  All  members  and  friends 
of  the  Conference  are  urged  to  support  ' 
this  worthy  effort  to  provide  more  < 
facilities  for  more  Retired  Ministers  and 
spouses  who  have  all  given  their  many 
years  of  dedicated  service  to  our  church. 


More  than  500  members  of  the  United 
Methodist  Women  of  Louisiana  are  ex¬ 
pected  at  First  Church  in  Natchitoches 
for  their  second  Annual  Meeting,  Friday 
and  Saturday.  September  20  and  21. 

Registration  will  be  from  9:30  A.M. 
until  12  noon  on  Friday.  The  meeting  will 
convene  at  1  P.M.,  with  Mrs.  Robert 
Compton  of  Elton,  Conference  President, 
presiding. 

Of  special  interest  on  Friday  afternoon 
will  be  the  presentation  by  a  panel  of  nine 
persons,  of  “Mission  Possible”  which  is  a 
report  of  Louisiana  Missions  supported 
by  the  United  Methodist  Women,  with 
representatives  of  each  group  serving  on 
the  panel. 

Speaker  of  the  evening  will  be  the  Rev. 
Randolph  W.  Nugent,  Jr.,  Associate 
General  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  The  Reverend  Mr.  Nugent 
supervises  and  coordinates  the  work  of 
2,000  personnel  in  the  United  States, 
Puerto  Rico  and  the  Virgin  Islands. 

Others  participating  at  the  evening 
service  will  be  the  Rev.  James  Jones, 
pastor  of  College  Avenue  Church,  Nat¬ 
chitoches,  and  the  Rev.  Robert  L.  Nor¬ 
wood,  pastor  of  Asbury  Church,  Nat¬ 
chitoches.  and  the  Northwestern  State 
University  Choir  under  the  direction  of 
Dr.  William  Hunt.  Organist  will  be  Mrs. 


Judith  Daniel,  of  Natchitoches. 

“Celebrate  with  Songs,”  by  Mrs. 
William  Basham,  Natchitoches,  will  open 
the  Saturday  morning  session  at  8:30. 
After  business  reports  and  an  address  by 
Doctor  Nugent,  a  pledge  service  will  be 
held.  Following  this  will  be  a  service 
honoring  retiring  officers  and  the 
commissioning  of  new  officers. 

The  G.O.L.F.  (God  Our  Loving 
Father),  a  singing  group  from  Nat¬ 
chitoches  First  Church,  under  the 
direction  of  Mrs.  James  Jones,  will 
present  special  music. 

The  meeting  will  be  climaxed  with  a 
Celebration  of  Holy  Communion  con¬ 
ducted  by  the  Rev.  Henry  C.  Blount,  Jr., 
host  pastor,  with  the  communion 
meditation  given  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Clyde 
Clark,  Alexandria  District  Superin¬ 
tendent.  The  meeting  will  adjourn  at  12 
noon  on  Saturday. 

All  United  Methodist  Women  are  urged 
and  cordially  invited  to  attend  this 
conference.  Those  planning  to  attend  are 
asked  to  get  their  reservations  in  for  the 
meeting  at  $2.00  per  person.  Write  to: 
Mrs.  Kenneth  Shaw.  Rt.  3,  Box  48, 
Natchitoches,  Louisiana  71457.  Cost  of 
the  Friday  night  dinner  at  6  P.M.  at 
Northwestern  State  University  Student 
Union  Ballroom  will  be  $4.00  per  person. 


Many  institutions 
supported  by 

Conference 


[A  Report  on  Stewardship  related  to 
Benevolence  Insert  in  this  issue] 

The  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
gives  financial  support  to  41  institutions 
within  the  bounds  of  the  conference  and 
the  South  Central  Jurisdiction  —  projects 
ranging  from  community  centers  to 
colleges,  universities  and  seminaries. 
Most  Louisiana  United  Methodists  know 
about  some  of  these,  but  many  are 
surprised  by  the  number  in  the  following 
listing,  furnished  in  a  recently 
distributed  brochure  from  the  Con¬ 
ference  Board  of  the  Laity. 

SAGER-BROWN  SCHOOL  FOR 
CHILDREN  —  P.  o.  Box  197,  Bald¬ 
win,  La.  70514 

DULAC  COMMUNITY  CENTER  —  P.O. 

Box  100,  Dulac,  La.  70353 
ST.  MARK’S  COMMUNITY  CENTER  — 
1130  N.  Rampart,  New  Orleans  La 
70116 

PEOPLE'S  COMMUNITY  CENTER  — 
2009  Simon  Bolivar  Ave.',  New 
Orleans,  La.  70113 

HUGHES  CENTER  —  805  N.  39th  St., 
Baton  Rouge,  La.  70802 
DILLARD  UNIVERSITY  —  New 
Orleans,  La.  70122 

CENTENARY  COLLEGE  —  Shreveport 
La.  71104 

LAFON  HOME  —  4038  Buchanan.  New 
Orleans,  La.  70122 

METHODIST  HOME  HOSPITAL—  P.  O. 
Box  15109,  Station  B,  New  Orleans 
La.  70175 

METHODIST  HOSPITAL  -  5620  Read 
Blvd.,  New  Orleans,  La.  70127 
MACDONNELL  UNITED  METHODIST 
CHILDREN’S  SERVICES,  INC.  — 
1210  E.  Main  St.,  Houma,  La.  70360 
METHODIST  CHILDREN’S  HOME  - 
900  S.  Vienna,  P.  O.  Drawer  H, 
Ruston,  La.  71270 

METROPOLITAN  MINISTRIES,  NEW 
ORLEANS  —  2208  St.  Andrews  St., 
New  Orleans,  70113 

METROPOLITAN  MINISTRIES  —  P.O. 

Box  112,  Shreveport,  La.  71101 
SPANISH  AMERICAN  WORK, 

FELICITY  CHURCH  —  New  Orleans 
RETIRED  MINISTERS  HOMES 

BOARD,  INC.  —  1508  Ridgefield, 
LaPlace,  La.  70068 

ANGOLA  PENITENTIARY  PROGRAM 
2716  Monroe  Ave.,  Baton  Rouge 
La.  70802 

JACKSON  BARRACKS  CHAPEL  —  c/  o 
DS,  4600  Prentiss  Ave.,  New  Orleans 
La.  70126 

CONCEPTS  ASSOCIATES  -  417  South 
Broad  St.,  New  Orleans,  La.  70119 
CANEY  LAKE  CAMP  -  c/o  Troy 
Webb,  Rt.  3,  Box  277.  Minden,  La 
71055 

CAMP  BREWER  —  c/o  Rev.  Theodore 
J.  Smith,  P.O.  Box  99,  LeCompte  La 
71346 

CAMP  ISTROUMA  —  c/  o  Rev.  Carey  A. 
Martin,  320  Mattie,  Denham  Springs 
La.  70726 

LAKE  CHARLES  CAMP  —  c/o  Rev. 
William  I.  Eubanks.  521  S.  Fifth, 
Eunice,  La.  70535 

GULFSIDE  ASSEMBLY  AND  CAMP  - 
P.  O.  Box  186,  Waveland,  Miss.  39576 
1000  CLUB  —  c/o  Herbert  C.  Moffett, 
1514  Cedar  St.,  W.  Monroe,  La  71291 
CAMPUS  MINISTRIES: 

UNITING  CAMPUS  MINISTRY,  LSU 
BATON  ROUGE.  Rev.  Will  Finnin' 
Jr.,  Director  —  333  E.  Chimes,  Baton 
Rouge,  La  70802 

SOUTHERN  UNIVERSITY  WESLEY 
FOUNDATION,  Rev.  Freddie  R. 
Henderson,  Director  —  9636  Chanadia 
Dr.,  Baton  Rouge,  La.  70810 
NORTHWESTERN  UNIVERSITY 
WESLEY  FOUNDATION,  Rev. 
James  W.  Jones,  Director  —  P.  O. 
Box  4285,  Natchitoches,  La.  71457 


The  Rev.  Ran-- \ 
dolph  W.  Nugent, 

Jr.,  Associate  Gen-  I 
eral  Secretary  of  I 
the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  United  j 
Methodist  Church, 
will  be  the  featured 
speaker  at  the  an¬ 
nual  meeting  of  I 
United  Methodist  | 

Women,  on  Fri¬ 
day  evening,  Sep -  i 
tember  20. 

Mr .  Nugent 
has  been  a  school 
teacher ,  pastor, 
and  executive  in 
church  and  com¬ 
munity  service  or¬ 
ganizations  in 
New  York  State. 

He  is  a  former 
associate  general 
secretary  of  the 
National  Council 
of  Churches  of 
Christ  in  the 
U.S.A.  He  holds  j 
membership  on 
the  executive  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  I 
World  Council  of  ' 

Churches'  Commission  on  World  Mission  and  is  on  many  other  professional  boards. 
Mr.  Nugent  is  a  graduate  of  Hunter  College,  Drew  Theological  Seminary,  and  New 
York  University. 


Appointment  changes 

Bishop  Crutchfield  announces 
appointment  changes  (effective 
September  l,  1974);  Slaughter- 
Bluff  Creek  (Marshall  Paine  LP); 
Baton  Rouge,  St.  Luke  (Frank  C. 
Blackburn  LP);  DeRidder, 
Wesley-Merryville,  Burton  F. 
Blair,  Elder,  Full  Connection, 
Transferred  in  from  the 
Mississippi  Conference. 


Lafayette  District 
announces  fall 
mission  study  courses 

Fall  Mission  Study  Courses,  Lafayette 
District,  are  planned  for  September  16 
and  September  17  at  First  Church, 
Houma,  and  First  Church,  Lafayette, 
respectively.  Each  session  will  run  from 
7  P .M.  -9:30  P.M.,  and  an  excellent  staff 
has  been  assembled  for  these  sessions. 

Courses  of  Study  will  include  the 
following,  with  teachers: 

Bible  Study  —  “Jonah”,  the  Rev.  Larry 
Robertson:  "Our  Faith  in  the  Midst  of 
Pluralism,"  Mrs.  C.  B.  McGowan; 
"Education  for  Global  Consciousness,” 
Mrs.  Inez  Chrisentery. 

For  those  interested  in  Church-Wide 
study,  the  following  staff  will  be 
available;  Youth  Teachers  —  Kathy 
Breazle;  Children's  Teachers,  Mrs". 
James  Premeaux. 

Resource  persons  are  Mrs.  A.  A 
Sarver,  Book  Room,  and  Mrs,  W.  F. 
Atkinson. 

The  Rev.  Vernon  Fairley,  of  Golden 
Meadow,  is  Lafayette  District 
Missionary  Secretary.  He  indicates  that 
representatives  from  District  Advance 
Specials  have  been  invited  to  participate. 


The  Rev.  W.  F.  Howell 
dies  after  short  illness 

The  Rev.  W.  F.  Howell,  68,  retired 
member  of  the  Louisiana  Conference, 
died  suddenly  on  August  29  in  Red  Banks! 
Mississippi  where  he  had  been  living 
since  retirement  at  the  last  session  of  the 
conference.  Interment  was  in  Colliers- 
ville,  Tennessee. 

His  last  pastorate  was  at  Lake 
Providence.  A  native  of  Mississippi,  he 
took  his  college  work  at  Delta  State  and 
Millsaps  and  was  graduated  from 
Candler  School  of  Theology,  Emory 
University,  Atlanta. 

Brother  Howell  is  survived  by  his  wife, 
the  former  Doris  Loftin,  and  three 
daughters. 

Hurricane 
damage  lighter 
than  expected 

The  hurricane  that  hit  parts  of  Louisi¬ 
ana  left  much  devastation  of  cane  and 
rice  crops  but  apparently  inflicted  less 
damage  upon  Methodist  churches  and 
parsonages  and  institutions  than  in  two 
former  hurricanes  in  recent  years. 
Reports  from  district  disaster  committee 
chairmen  indicate  water  damage  at  a 
few  churches  with  some  property 
damage. 

Several  churches  in  N°'"  Orleans  have 
become  collection  points  for  relief  items 
such  as  blankets,  food,  furniture,  and 
other  donations  for  families  in  the 
flooded  areas.  Many  churches  in  the  New 
Orleans  and  Lafayette  Districts  served 
as  shelters  on  Saturday  and  Sunday 
providing  lodging,  food  and  health 
services. 

An  announcement  about  special  of¬ 
ferings  will  come  when  all  reports  are  in. 


NORTHEAST  UNIVERSITY  WESLEY 
FOUNDATION,  Rev.  James  E. 
Wilson,  Director  —  112  Delano  Dr., 
Monroe,  La.  71201 

LOUISIANA  TECH  WESLEY  FOUN¬ 
DATION,  Rev.  William  M.  Stokes, 
Jr.,  Director  —  Tech  Station,  Box 
4905,  Ruston,  La.  71270 

SOUTHEASTERN  WESLEY  FOUN¬ 
DATION,  Rev.  William  M.  Jacocks, 
Director  —  P.  O.  Box  2579,  Ham¬ 
mond,  La.  70401 

SOUTHWESTERN  USL  WESLEY 
FOUNDATION,  Rev.  W.  Dwight 
Ramsey,  Director,  —  P.  O.  Box  220, 
Lafayette,  La.  70501 

MCNEESE  STATE  WESLEY  FOUN¬ 
DATION,  Rev.  Robert  E.  Townsend. 
Director  —  426  East  Jefferson,  Lake 
Charles,  La.  70601 

TULANE  UNIVERSITY  WESLEY 
FOUNDATION,  Rev.  Roy  B.  Nash, 


Director  —  7102  Freret  St.,  New 
Orleans,  La.  70118 

UNO  CAMPUS  MINISTRY,  Rev. 
Clarence  G.  Fuller,  Jr.,  Director  — 
2221  Filmore  Ave.,  New  Olreans,  La 
70122 

NICHOLLS  STATE  WESLEY  FOUNDA¬ 
TION,  Rev.  Larry  Robertson,  (PT), 
Director  —  1257  Canal  Blvd.,  Thibo- 
daux,  La.  70301. 

LSU  AT  ALEXANDRIA  (PT)  —  Rev. 
Ted  Smith,  LeCompte,  La. 

LSU  AT  EUNICE  (PT)  —  Rev.  William 
Eubanks 

LSU  AND  SOUTHERN  U.  Ai 
Sm.  .^ORT  (PT)  Rev.  James 
Poole  (PT)  Director  —  6312  Sand- 
beach  Dr.,  Shreveport.  La.,  71105 

LYDIA  PATTERSON  INSTITUTE,  El 
Paso,  Texas 
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‘Benevolence  Reporter’:  good  reading 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


It  is  not  unusual  for  our  morning  mail 
to  include  at  least  one  query  or  complaint 
regarding  the  inclusion  of  a  particular 
news  story  in  the  paper.  A  typical 
remark  is:  “Why  did  you  give  space  to 

. when  there  are  so  many  good 

things  going  on  which  you  did  not 
report?” 

We  attempt  to  explain  that  TM/  UMR 
is  a  church  newspaper,  with  the 
responsibility  to  provide  its  readers  with 
the  most  significant  news  of  the  church 
during  a  given  week  —  whether  the  news 
is  “good”  or  “bad.” 

News,  by  definition,  is  not  the  usual  or 
the  routine,  but  the  unusual  and  unique. 
Unless  a  routine  event  or  program  can  be 
described  in  fresh,  generally  significant 
terms,  it  is  not  reported  in  the  paper. 

The  strength  of  this  approach  is  that 
stories  are  selected  for  publication  on  a 
consistent,  credible  basis.  News  is 
neither  selected  nor  omitted  because 
your  editors  agree  with  it,  but  because 
you,  the  reader,  have  a  right  to  know 
about  it. 


The  limitation  of  this  approach  is  that 
it  does  not  provide  a  continuous  reporting 
outlet  for  many  of  the  basic  ongoing 
(routine)  programs  of  the  church. 

Because  we  affirm  the  church  and  its 
programs,  it  is  with  particular  pleasure 
that  we  include  a  special  tabloid  insert, 
under  the  designation  “The  Benevolence 
Reporter,”  in  all  editions  of  this  issue  of 
the  paper.  This  insert,  included  by  a 
special  arrangement  between  TM/  UMR 
and  our  church’s  national  Division  of 
Interpretation,  provides  insight  into 
some  of  the  ways  your  gifts  to  the  church 
are  used  to  extend  the  church’s  mission 
and  ministry  throughout  the  world. 

This  report  on  how  our  church 
represents  i  “people  serving  people”  in 
the  name  of  Christ,  is  more 

basic  and  more  significant  than  any 
passing  news  story.  For  this  reason,  we 
hope  you  will  read  the  "Benevolence 
Reporter,"  then  pull  it  out  and  either 
pass  it  along  to  a  friend  who  does  not 
receive  TM/  UMR  or  save  it  for  future 
reference. 


Singleness  is  a  valid  lifestyle 


We  are  a  bit  puzzled  about  some  of  the 
findings  of  a  recently  held  consultation 
on  “The  Single  Woman  in  Church  and 
Society”  sponsored  by  the  Women’s 
Division  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries.  The  30  or  so  women  who  at¬ 
tended  deplored  the  fact  that  the  United 
Methodist  Church  does  not  “take 
seriously  the  validity  of  singleness  as  a 
lifestyle." 

We  would  timidly,  almost  fearfully, 
point  out  our  impression  that  the 
women's  organization  within  the  church 
seems  to  be  one  of  the  worst  offenders 
here.  United  Methodist  Women,  as  it 
functions  on  the  local  level,  has  made  it  a 
policy  to  scramble  and  homogenize 
women  of  all  descriptions  and  categories. 

In  the  recently  discarded  structure  the 

Welcome  to  six  new 
local  church  editions 

During  the  past  two  weeks,  six  new 
congregations  have  initiated  local  church 
editions  of  TM/  UMR,  whereby  their 
local  churches'  news  is  combined  with 
annual  conference  and  general  church 
news  and  mailed  to  every  family. 

The  new  every-family  congregations 
and  their  number  of  subscriptions  are  as 
follows:  Asbury  UMC, Maitland,  Florida, 
538;  First  UMC,  Seguin,  Texas,  630; 
Gadsten  Street  UMC,  Pensacola, 
Florida,  618;  New  Haven  UMC,  Tulsa, 
Oklahoma,  682;  Valley  View-Myra- 
Sivell’s  Bend  UM  Charge,  Valley  View, 
Texas.  100;  and  Wesley  UMC,  Kansas 
City.  Missouri.  258. 

To  nearly  3,000  new  subscribers  in 
these  six  congregations,  we  say  “Wel¬ 
come.  We  hope  you  will  find  TM/UMR  in¬ 
formative,  and  that  you  will  join  with  our 
other  readers  in  providing  feedback  via 
Letters  to  the  Editor’."  To  our  con¬ 
tinuing  readers  throughout  the  church, 
we  say  again:  "Thank  you  for  your  part 
in  making  TM/UMR  what  it  is.” 


Wesleyan  Service  Guild  probably  came 
nearest  to  being  a  "refuge”  for  single 
women.  We  see  nothing  in  the  present 
structure  which  would  contribute 
anything  much  to  taking  care  of  the 
special  needs  and  interests  of  single 
women,  including  widows  and  the 
divorced. 

The  consultation  thought  bishops 
should  do  more  to  enhance  the  status  of 
women;  annual  conferences  should  open 
more  doors;  seminaries  should  shift 
emphases;  the  professions  should  offer 
equal  opportunity  for  women ;  but  nary  a 
word  seems  to  have  been  offered  about 
how  the  Women’s  Division  and  its  United 
Methodist  Women  could  do  anything  to 
validity  “singleness  as  a  lifestyle.” 

We  realize  that  even  in  broaching  the 
subject  we  have  “gone  to  meddling.” 
But,  seriously  we  do  believe  that  single 
persons,  both  men  and  women  —  and 
there  are  an  increasing  number  of  people 
in  this  category  —  are  often  ignored  in 
the  ministry  of  the  church.  It  is  a  rare 
church  that  offers  anything  special  for 
them. 

—North  Carolina  Christian  Advocate 


}jes  I  am  a  Methodist 

“So  you  are  a  Methodist,”  the  man 
said. 

“What  does  that  term  mean?” 

Well  Sir,  now  I’m  somewhat  em¬ 
barrassed, 

for  in  my  80  years  of  Methodist  dis- 
cipleship, 

I  have  never  seriously  analyzed  the 
term. 

Oh,  perhaps  at  one  time  or  another 
an  Idea  did  come, 
that  it  referred  to  methods  used 
in  propagating  the  faith. 

But  now  —  Methodism,  Methodist, 
methodical  — 

Say,  it  is  sort  of  puzzling,  isn’t  it. 
You  know  there  are  some  odd  conno¬ 
tations,  too. 

To  many  people  “methodical”  calls 
to  mind 

a  picayunish  schedule  of  action 
followed  by  fuddy-duddies  whose 
minds  are  atrophied. 

But  Methodists  are  not  of  that  stripe. 
Methodists  are  abreast  of  the  times. 
In  fact  some  of  our  leaders  dabble 
in  political  and  other  secular  affairs. 
But  you  are  wrong  if  you  think 
Methodism  is  at  sea, 
because  some  of  our  leaders  go  off 
the  deep  end, 

in  taking  sides  in  furiously  fought 
controversies. 

No.  To  understand  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church, 

you  must  know  of  the  resilience  that 
is  there. 

Let  our  leaders  preach  the  Word  of 
God, 

and  we  are  all  in  rapt  attention  and 
agreement. 

But  if  a  group  should  pass  some 
unwise  resolutions, 
all  of  us  are  not  bound  to  endorse 
them. 

Some  do  criticise,  but  most  do  not, 
knowing  as  we  do  that  there  was 
only  One 

who  never  acted  unwisely. 

And  so,  we  quietly  pray  for  enlight¬ 
enment  for  all. 

There  is  one  thing  that  United 
Methodists  know, 

and  that  is  that  all  men  are  fallible. 
Well,  that  is  all  except  me. 

Of  course,  I  never  make  mistakes. 
-W.  C.  Hood 
Modesto,  California 
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T.  Otto  Nall 


Our  church  is  setting  a  good 
salary  disclosure  example 


Eight  public  officials  in  Florida 
resigned  rather  than  reveal  their 
financial  worth  under  a  new  disclosure 
law  designed  to  curb  profit-taking  in 
public  office  and  conflict  of  interest. 
Incensed,  one  official  said  that  personal 
assets  and  liabilities  should  be  “as 
confidential  as  love  letters.” 

This  is  not  the  theory  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  in  its  disclosure  of 
ministerial  salaries  and  allowances. 
Compensation  for  bishops,  board 
secretaries,  college  presidents  and 
professors,  hospital  superintendents  and 
men  and  women  who  are  ordained 
ministers  “in  detached  service"  are 
matters  of  public  record.  If  any  one  of 
them  believes  that  this  is  an  em- 
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barrassing  breach  of  confidentiality,  it 
has  not  come  to  public  attention.  There 
has  been  no  protest. 

The  Council  of  Finance  and 
Administration  publishes  annually  the 
payments  to  the  bishops,  both  effective 
and  retired,  and  Central  Conference 
bishops  supported  largely  by  their 
Central  Conferences.  In  1973,  effective 
(active  and  in  charge  of  areas)  bishops 
received  compensation  for  salaries  and 
pensions,  residences,  travel  and  office 
maintenance  that  varied  from  a  low  of 
$33,562  to  a  high  of  $54,439,  with  some 
lower  figures  for  bishops  whose  seventy- 
second  birthday  (the  date  of  legal 
retirement)  came  during  the  year. 

Although  the  “work  load,”  or  mem¬ 
bership  responsibility  by  areas,  varied 
from  66,678  full  members  (Dakotas)  to 
410,900  (Ohio  West)  bishops  all  received 
the  same  basic  salary  for  service  in  the 
United  States.  The  justification  of  the 
same  pay  for  serving  areas  of  widely 
different  sizes  is  partially  the  fact  that 
bishops  are  "general  superintendents,” 
giving  from  a  fourth*  to  a  third  of  their 
time  and  energy  in  service  to  the  general 
church.  Appropriately,  the  Episcopal 
Fund  pays  the  bishops. 

According  to  new  plans  for  com¬ 
pensating  executives  of  boards,  com¬ 
missions  and  other  general  agencies,  the 
salaries  and  fringe  benefit  standards, 
beginning  with  1975.  will  vary  from  a  low 
of  $15,100  to  a  high  of  $31,200.  Between 
these  two  extremes  there  are  six  factors 
for  deciding  where  an  executive, 
regardless  of  his  or  her  title,  race  or  age 
group,  may  come. 

The  screening  is  done  on  a  point 
system,  and  these  are  the  factors  taken 
into  account:  authority  and  respon¬ 
sibility  over  money;  supervision, 
direction  and  coordination  of  the  work  of 
others:  internal  and  external  relation¬ 
ships  in  which  the  secretary  is  involved; 
analysis  and  problem-solving  require¬ 
ments  of  the  job;  education  and  experi¬ 
ence  needed  in  preparation;  and  general 
church  accountably. 

This  means  that  the  payments  to  ad¬ 
ministrators  on  the  general  church  level 
will  be  a  matter  of  record.  Basic  salaries 
for  missionaries,  whether  clergy  or  lay. 
are  the  same,  with  variations  for 
seniority.  Usually,  a  missionary  couple 
costs  $12,000  to  $15,000  annually. 

District  superintendents,  program 
council  directors  and  other  staff  mem¬ 
bers  are  paid  by  the  Annual  Conferences 
from  funds  raised  by  the  churches  The 


Here  1  Stand 

The  churcITs  task  today 
is  to  personalize  people 


By  MERT  COOPER 
The  Christian  message  is  always  the 
same  regardless  of  the  years  that  come 
and  go.  But  even  as  I  say  this  1  would 
advocate  that  each  generation  is  called 
upon  to  emphasize  a  different  phase  of 
that  age-old  story. 

Paul  Tillich  said  that  the  Reformation 
called  upon  the  church  to  speak  to  the 
issue  of  a  loving  and  forgiving  God.  He 
said  that  the  task  of  the  Greek  church 
was  to  speak  to  the  question  of  death  and 
the  finitude  of  man.  And,  Tillich  says, 
that  his  generation  was  called  to 
elucidate  anew  the  reality  that  bridges 
one’s  self-estrangement. 

I  feel  that  our  task  today  is  to  PER¬ 
SONALIZE  PEOPLE. 

People  are  being  depersonalized  in  a 
hundred  thousand  different  ways  in  our  * 
society  today.  Hardly  a  day  goes  by  that 
all  of  us  do  not  receive  another  number  to 
go  by.  The  church  is  called  upon  today  to 
help  people  realize  what  it  means  to  be  a 
human  being.  More  specifically,  we  are 
called  upon  to  help  each  individual 
realize  the  uniqueness  of  his  or  her  own 
life. 

But  how  many  of  our  churches  are 
addressing  themselves  to  the  question  of 
depersonalization?  In  far  too  many  of  our 
church  pastors  and  laymen  alike  are 
going  back  and  speaking  religious 
platitudes  of  another  generation.  In  the 
words  of  Jesus,  we  are  giving  a  serpent 
or  a  stone  to  our  child  who  asks  us  for  a 
fish  or  a  loaf  of  bread. 

The  telephone  rang  the  other  day  and 
my  wife  answered  it.  “Conrad  Cooper?” 
she  said.  “Just  a  minute.  He  is  standing 
right  here."  With  this  my  wife  handed 
our  six-year-old  son  the  telephone.  As  he 
talked  on  the  phone,  I  heard  him  make 
statements  like  "Yeah,  man!”  .  .  . 


“Here  I  Stand”  is  a  forum  in  which 
TM/  UMR  readers  may  express 
their  concerns  and  opinions  about 
the  church. 

This  week’s  contributor,  the  Rev. 
Mert  Cooper,  is  pastor  of  the  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in 
Memphis.  Texas. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article 
for  consideration  to:  ‘Here  I 
Stand,"  The  Texas  Methodist/ 
United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.Box 
1076,  Dallas,  Texas  75221. 

“Golly  that  sounds  like  fun!”  .  .  .  “Man. 
I’ll  be  ready."  .  .  “I  can  hardly  wait!” 
When  Conrad  hung  up  the  phone,  he  was 
grinning  from  ear  to  ear.  His  eyes  were 
as  wide  as  any  six-year-pld’s  could  get. 
fie  crouched  low  and  made  a  run  for  his 
room  hollering  as  he  went,  “I’ve  got  to 
get  my  clothes  on!  I’m  going  horseback 
riding!” 

The  more  I  thought  about  that  scene, 
the  more  I  realized  that  I  had  seen  the 
church  in  action.  No.  there  wasn’t  any 
money  exchanged.  No,  no  one  mentioned 
the  Scriptures.  No.  no  one  mentioned  the 
name  of  God.  And  it  didn’t  take  place 
inside  the  church  building.  But  I  saw  the 
church  at  work.  A  PERSON  WAS 
PERSONALIZED.  An  adult  reached  out 
in  a  very  personal  and  humanizing  way 
to  a  child. 

I  saw  it  happen  yesterday  at  the  nur¬ 
sing  home.  An  elderly  woman  was  in 
tears  because  she  felt  she  had  be§n 
deserted  by  her  family.  A  sensitive 
member  of  the  staff  reached  out  and 
touched  the  woman  on  the  shoulder  and 
said,  “I  know  how  it  hurts  to  feel  like  you 
are  alone,  but  I  am  here  any  time  you 
want  to  talk  about  it."  And  talk  the  old 
woman  did.  As  she  poured  out  her  hurt 


feelings,  the  anguish  seemed  tq  go  away. 
A  PERSON  WAS  PERSONALIZED. 

It  happened  to  me  just  this  past  week. 
Three  or  four  men  came  by  the  par¬ 
sonage  to  help  remove  a  large 
evaporative  cooler  that  we  no  longer 
needed.  It  must  have  been  ninety  degrees 
in  the  shade.  We  worked  for  about  an 
hour  getting  the  cooler  down  from  the 
house.  As  we  were  wrapping  things  up, 
one  of  the  men  said,  “Why  don’t  we  go 
over  to  my  house  for  a  Coke  ...  or  a 
brew.”  Now  I  know  a  lot  of  preachers 
who  would  have  felt  offended,  but  I 
didn't.  I  FELT  PERSONALIZED.  I  felt 
like  I  was  being  accepted  as  an  individual 
and  not  as  a  preacher.  I  am  not  like  every 
other  pastor.  I  am  an  individual.  And  how 
good  it  feels  to  be  accepted  as  such. 
There  is  something  terribly  per¬ 
sonalizing  about  being  able  to  make  my 
own  decisions  instead  of  having  them 
made  for  me  because  someone  lumps  me 
with  a  group. 

As  I  read  the  Scriptures,  I  find  that 
when  you  boil  the  life  and  work  of  Jesus 
down  to  the  basics,  he  was  trying  to 
PERSONALIZE  PEOPLE.  When  people 
become  personalized,  some  tremendous 
things  begin  to  happen  in  their  lives.  You 
might  even  call  them  miracles. 

Their  eyes  begin  to  light  up.  THEY 
SEE! 

“Yeah,  man!"  comes  to  their  lips. 
THEY  HEAR! 

They  holler  down  the  hall.  THEY 
SPEAK  IN  TONGUES! 

They  crouch  and  run.  THEY  WALK 
FOR  THE  FIRST  TIME! 

If  you  don’t  believe  it,  you  just  watch 
when  someone  is  recognized  for  who  he 
is.  Better  yet,  why  don’t  you  try  to 
PERSONALIZE  ANOTHER  PERSON. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

‘Pluralism’ 


lambasted/ applauded 


T.  Otto  Nall  is  a  former  editor  of 
“The  Christian  Advocate”  and  a 
retired  United  Methodist  bishop  who 
serves  as  a  regular  contributor  to 
TM/  UMR. 

trend  is  toward  standardization  with  job 
analyses  (the  “Discipline”  lists  some  30 
duties).  In  many  Conferences  the  pay  is 
uniform.  All  Conference  records  are 
open. 

Furthermore,  rules  have  been 
tightened  so  that  all  ministers  in  special 
appointments  must  report  their  earnings 
from  the  civic,  philanthropic  organiza¬ 
tions  and  other  institutions  for  which  .they 
work.  (There  was  a  time  when  some 
colleges  and  hospitals  would  not  permit 
salaries  to  be  divulged.)  Also,  pastors 
must  report  automobile  expense,  utilities 
and  other  fringe  benefits  as  “cash 
salary.”  (There  was  also  a  time  — 
and  not  far  gone  —  when  some 
congregations  paid  a  modest  salary,  on 
which  apportionments  to  World  Service 
and  conference  benevolences  were 
based,  and  then  added  gifts  to  a  popular 
pastor  in  the  form  of  travel  grants, 
library  funds  and  scholarships.)  “Per- 
quisties,”  as  baptism,  wedding  and 
funeral  gifts  were  often  called,  are  relics 
of  the  past;  most  ministers  decline  to 
accept  them.  The  “Discipline"  does 
permit  a  pastoral  charge  that  has  made 
provision  for  paying  all  apportioned 
ministerial  support  items  to  augment  the 
basic  salary  support  of  its  pastor. 

In  most  Annual  Conferences  there  is  an 
Equitable  Salary  System  to  provide  for 
the  most  effective  assignment  of  talents 
and  experience,  as  well  as  use  of  the 
financial  resources  of  the  churches, 
within  the  framework  of  the  conference 
program  .  The  bishop  and  cabinet  use  this 
Conference-made  schedule  in  making 
appointments. 

The  generous  giving  of  the  churches,  a 
matter  of  carefully  kept  and  fully 
disclosed  records,  has  made  these 
reforms  possible.  In  1973,  current  ex¬ 
penses  reported  by  the  areas  ranged 
from  $1,565,787  to  $11,133,346,  and  ap¬ 
portioned  benevolences  from  $289,994  to 
$2,229,429.  Other  significant  figures  can 
be  found  in  Commission  on  Finance  and 
Administration  records. 

Church  work  —  local,  regional, 
national,  worldwide  —  is  public  work. 
Church  workers  are  never  engaged  in 
undercover  work.  For  them,  public  life 
has  its  personal,  even  solitary  aspects, 
but  no  private  sectors. 

— T.  OTTO  NALL 


To  the  Editor: 

The  General  Conference  has  been 
playing  the  deadly  game  of  spiritual 
Russian  roulette  for  some  time  and  hit  a 
loaded  round  when  it  adopted  a-  “theology 
of  pluralism.”  This  action  is  as  sane  as 
the  American  Medical  Association 
adopting  a  “pluralistic  physiology” 
claiming  that  cancer  cells  have  as  much 
right  to  be  part  of  the  body  as  do  the 
normal  cells! 

In  1976  another  shot  will  likely  be  fired 
into  the  quivering  corpse  when  the  issue 
of  homosexuality  will  be  considered  and 
the  approval  of  the  statement,  “sex, 
race,  marital  status  or  sexual  orientation 
shall  not  be  a  bar  to  the  ordained 
ministry  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church. ’’  will  be  sought  (according  to  a 
'proposal  by  the  National  United 
Methodist  Council  on  Youth  Ministry 
reported  in  the  Aug.  30  issue). 

This  will  open  up  whole  new  areas  of 
exciting  possibilities  such  as  ministers 
whose  "sexual  orientation"  may  be  a 
series  of  sexual  escapades  with  women 
other  than  their  wives  from  time  to  time, 
with  mate-swapping  sessions  in  the 
parsonage  each  Saturday  night  —  what  a 
fascinating  way  to  prepare  for  Sunday 
worship!  Also,  it  will  allow  single 
graduates  of  seminaries  to  select 
cooperative  young  women  from  the 
community  to  live  with  them  in  the 
parsonage  providing  all  the  benefits  of 
marriage  without  the  “bondage"  of  a 
marriage  license  and  ceremony! 

If  the  statement  is  not  approved  in  1976, 
most  likely  it  will  be  by  1980,  and  then  it  • 
can  truly  be  said  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  “You’ve  come  a  long  way,  baby 
—  now  you  have  to  look  up  to  see  the 
bottom  of  the  gutter!" 

The  determining  factor  will  be  another 
kind  of  orientation  —  whether  or  not  the 
majority  of  delegates  have  an  in-depth 
orientation  along  with  respect  for  the 
Holy  Scriptures. 

Clayton  D.  Harriger 
Belsano.  Pennsylvania 

1 Good  News'  wants  freedom 
only  for  its  own  views 

To  the  Editor: 

The  recent  proposal  by  the  so-called 
“Good  News  Group,”  to  challenge  the 
pluralism  statement  passed  over¬ 
whelmingly  by  the  last  General  Con¬ 
ference  is  a  bit  ridiculous  (TM/  UMR, 
August  16).  I  have  before  me,  as  I  write, 
both  that  statement  and  the  restrictive 
rules  of  the  church,  and  in  my  opinion 
any  such  appeal  would  have  no  basis,  and 
would  certainly  be  ruled  against  by  the 
Judicial  Council.  The  statement  in  my 
opinion,  does  not  alter  or  change 
Methodist  doctrine,  but  simply  allows 
Methodists  to  decide  their  viewpoints  in 
regard  to  matters  that  are  capable  of 

imore  than  one  interpretation.  That  is  the 
meaning  of  pluralism. 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  Good  News 
group  wants  this  freedom  for  them¬ 
selves.  but  wants  to  withhold  it  from 
those  who  have  views  that  differ  from 
theirs.  This  borders  on  being  unchristian. 

“No  one  school  of  thought  is  adhered 
to,  but  rather  a  pluralism  is  encouraged, 
allowing  personal  theologizing,  but 
always  within  the  framework  of  the 
guidelines  set  forth  by  John  Wesley,  the 
founder  of  Methodism.’’  (from  the 
pluralism  statement) 

What  the  Good  News  People  seem  to 
want  to  do  is  to  restrict  the  church  to  one 
school  of  thought  and  interpretation  — 
their  own. 

E.  B.  Thompson 
Lamesa:  Texas 

Immorat  acts  are  sin , 
no  matter  who  approves 

To  the  Editor: 

This  is  in  regard  to  your  article  "Youth 


focus  on  homosexuality,  Third  World"  in 
the  August  30,  1974  issue  of  TM/  UMR. 

I  understand  the  United  Methodist 
Council  on  Youth  Ministry  is  formulating 
legislation  for  the  1976  Methodist  General 
Conference  saying,  “sex,  race,  marital 
status  or  sexual  orientation  shall  not  be  a 
bar  to  the  ordained  ministry  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church”  and  declaring  that 
“homosexuality  in  itself  not  be  in  any 
way  synonymous  with  immorality.” 

How  then,  do  they  explain  the  Holy 
Scripture  from  Leviticus  18:22,  23; 
Romans  1:26  through  32;  and  First 
Corinthians  6:9  &  10? 

Please,  let  us  not  have  this  happen  to 
God’s  churches.  Immoral  acts  are  still  a 
sin  no  matter  how  many  people  approve 
of  them. 

Mrs.  Howard  Brown 
Metz.  Missouri 

I  enjoy  the  paper 

To  the  Editor: 

By  some  good  fortune  I  have  been 
receiving  regularly  a  copy  of  “News 
Pulse,”  which  as  I  understand  it,  is  an 
edition  of  your  larger  “United  Methodist 
Reporter.”  I  have  found  this  newspaper 
invaluable  in  deepening  my  appreciation 
of  what  the  United  Methodist  Church  is 
doing  in  our  area.  The  reading  is  good, 
and  I  am  sure  that  you  are  to  be  thanked 
for  much  of  the  selection  of  content. 

In  one  recent  issue  you  spoke  of  the 
criticisms  that  you  get  and  how  seldom 
you  get  compliments.  This  struck  a  chord 
with  rpe  since  I  once  edited  a 
psychological  journal  for  the  first  ten 
years  of  its  life  and  received  very  little  in 
the  way  of  either  comment  or  criticism, 
even  though  the  journal  grew  rapidly  in 
circulation  and  proved  popular.  People 
just  do  not  bother  to  write  to  the  editor! 
So  I  am  writing  to  say  “thank  you”  to  you 
as  editor  of  this  very  stimulating 
newspaper,  and  to  thank  whoever  is 
responsible  for  my  receiving  it. 

C.  Gilbert  Wrenn 
Tempe,  Arizona 

Gallo  seeks  to  set 
the  record  straight 

To  the  Editor: 

My  brother,  Julio,  and  I  are  distressed 
by  the  position  taken  by  some  religious 
groups  on  the  jurisdictional  dispute 
between  the  United  Farm  Workers  of 
America  and  the  Teamsters  Union.  This 
dispute  has  escalated  to  include 
boycotting  of  Gallo  products,  and  some. 
UFW  boycott  committees  throughout  the 
nation  have  resorted  to  false  statements 
about  our  company  in  their  efforts  to  gain 
sympathy  and  support. 

Unfortunately,  as  it  has  turned  out,  we 
did  not  take  firm  steps  to  refute  these 
falsehoods  and  distortions  of  the  truth  as 
soon  as  they  began  to  be  circulated.  We 
know  Cesar  Chavez  to  be  a  man  with 
honorable  motives  and  we  have  held  him 
in  high  regard,  personally.  We  also  know 
that  he  has  encountered  many  difficulties 
administratively  in  developing  his  young 
union.  We  gladly  gave  him  facilities  and 
every  possible  assistance  when  he 
represented  our  ranch  employees  from 
1967  to  1973.  for  we  share  his  beliefs  in  the 
rights  of  farm  workers  and  his 
aspirations  to  better  their  lives. 

We  realized  that  the  inflammatory 
statements  originated  with  the  zealots  in 
the  various  committees  and  trusted  that 
(1)  it  was  another  administrative  prob¬ 
lem  and  would  be  corrected  internally  by 
the  executive  level  of  the  UFW  and  (2) 
the  statements  were  so  patemtly  lies,  dis¬ 
tortions  and  exaggerations  that  few 
would  believe  them. 

Wo  now  believe  that  we  have  turned  the 
other  cheek  long  enough.  It  appears  that 
a  number  of  religious  groups  have  en¬ 
dorsed  a  boycott  of  all  Gallo  products  in 
the  sincere  but  mistaken  belief  that  we 


are  cruel  and  inhuman  exploiters  of  farm 
workers  and  their  families.  Further, 
many  supply  an  endorsement  of  the 
lettuce  and  grape  boycott  only  to  learn 
later  that  they  are  also  being  credited 
with  an  endorsement  of  the  Gallo 
boycott. 

I  will  tell  you  quite  frankly  that  this  has 
been  a  saddening  and  disillusioning 
experience  for  my  brother  and  me. 
Because  we  have  honored  and  respected 
the  wishes  of  our  farm  workers  to  change 
unions,  we  have  been  caught  in  the 
middle  of  a  jurisdictional  dispute  be¬ 
tween  the  two  unions.  This  in  turn  has 
subjected  us  to  vilification  and  character 
assassination.  If  there  is  any  moral 
justification  for  this,  we  are  at  a  loss  to 
find  it. 

Ernest  Gallo 

Modesto,  California 


A  timely  book  born  in  the  heart  and 
experience  of  gifted  pastor  and 
author  Charlie  Shedd. 

Here  are  answers  to  probing 
questions  about  what  makes  an 
authentic  church. 

Here  are  fresh  discoveries  about 
prayer  that  can  open  up  your  life  .  .  . 
and  your  church  ...  to  God. 

Out  of  Dr.  Shedd  s  concern  for 
"empty  people,  not  empty  pews” 
and  his  experience  in  a  small 
church  and  in  a  large  urban 
congregation  comes  this  practical 
plan  to  develop  rewarding  prayer 
partnerships  . .  .  and  an 

EXCITING  CHURCH 

$3.95  AT  YOUR  BOOKSTORE 


WORDBOOKS 

for  people  on  the  grow 
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BENEVOLENCE  REPORTER 


A  SPECIAL  INSERT  INTO  THE  TEXAS  METHODIST— UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 
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GIVING  CAN  MAKE 
MISSION  POSSIBLE 


sirs  _  _  _ 

Nurses  from  United  Methodist-related  Ellen  Thoburn  Cowin  M^^iTT 
Hospital  in  Kolar,  India,  set  out  to  visit  and  treat  the  sick.  The  nurses’ 
“bicycle  brigade”  goes  to  those  in  need  in  city  and  village.  U.S.  United 
Methodists  relate  to  the  hospital  through  the  World  Division  of  the  Board 
of  Global  Ministries,  which  receives  more  than  one-fourth  of  each  World 
Service  dollar.  Skilled,  trained  national  workers  throughout  the  world 
serve  persons  in  countless  ways.  toge  fujihira  photo 

They  retired  to  serve 

“Whal  shall  I  do?”  To  that 
common  question,  Lee  Dale,  a  mail 
carrier  in  Fond  du  Lac,  Wis.,  and 
his  wife,  Lucille,  have  found  an 
exciting  answer. 

They  retired  to  Punta  Gorda, 

Fla.,  but  that  is  not  the  principal 
part.  For  several  months  each 
year,  the  Dales  travel  in  their 
trailer  to  United  Methodist  child 
care  facilities  and  serve  as 
volunteer  workers.  For  example, 
at  the  United  Methodist  Children’s 
Home  in  Decatur,  Ga.,  they 
refinished  furniture,  built  a  new 
tool  room  and  tackled  numerous 
repair  jobs. 

Their  trailer  serves  as  home-- 
away-from-homo.  Their  activities 
leave  no  time  for  boredom. 

From  May,  1973,  to  May,  1974, 
the  Dales  planned  a  special  ven- 


FINANCIAL  PROGRAM 


of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
1973-76 

Annual  apportionments  and  minimum  needs 

Benevolence  Funds,  Apportioned 

World  Service  $23,500,000 

Black  r  jllege  Fund  6,000,000 

Total  apportioned  benevolences  $29,500,000 

Benevolence  Funds,  Voluntary 

Advance  Specials  $10,000,000 

Human  Relations  Sunday  1,000,000 

One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing  2,000,000 

United  Methodist  Student  Day  600,000 

World  Communion  Offering  2,000,000 

World  Service  Specials  175,000 

Conscience  Fund  No  goal  set 

Youth  Service  Fund  No  goal  set 

Total  voluntary  benevolences  $15,775,000 

Ministerial  Education  and  Support,  Apportioned 
Episc  al  Fund  $3,000,000 

Ministerial  Education  Fund  ’  10,000,000 

Temporary  General  Aid  Fundi  1,800,000 

Total  ministerial  funds  $14,800,000 

Administrative  Funds,  Apportioned 

General  Administration  Fund  $1,500,000 

Interdenominational 

Cooperation  Fund  1,000,000 

Total  administrative  funds  $  2,500,000 

ANNUAL  TOTAL  $62,575,000 


lure.  They  pulled  their  trailer  to 
Sealtle,  Wash.,  where  they  left  it 
while  they  went  to  Anchorage, 
Alaska,  lo  spend  the  summer 
working  al  a  United  Methodist- 
related  children’s  facility. 

Plans  then  called  for  them  to 
return  lo  Seattle,  get  their  trailer 
and  driv£  on  to  children’s  homes  in 
California  and  Texas  before 
returning  to  Florida. 

Although  they  have  put  in  count¬ 
less  hours  of  service,  the  Dales 
have  received  joy  from  their  labors 
of  love. 

Lee  and  Lucille  Dale  found  their 
way  of  serving,  but  there  are  many 
other  ways.  One  is  through  gifts  to 
World  Service,  Advance  Specials 
and  other  benevolences  to  help 
keep  our  national  and  world 
mission  programs  alive. 


The  cross  and  the  flame  —  of¬ 
ficial  emblem  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  It  is  an  emblem  in¬ 
creasingly  familiar  to  United 
Methodists.  In  the  name  of  Christ 
and  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  symbolized  by  this  emb¬ 
lem,  general  church  agencies  , 
funded  by  World  Service  [see  chart 
on  page  2],  Advance  Specials, 
United  Methodist  Women  pledge  to 
missions  and  other  benevolences, 
carry  on  manifold  ministries  in 
more  than  55  nations  around  the 
globe. 

Leaders  study 
Circuit  needs 

Despite  advancing  urbanization, 
United  Methodism  is  still 
predominantly  a  denomination  of 
small-membership  congregations. 
General  agencies,  aware  of  this, 
work  with  them  toward  more  ef¬ 
fective  ministries.  For  example: 

Church  schools  in  circuits  of 
three  or  more  churches  were  the 
focus  of  a  two-day  consultation  in 
Nashville,  Tenn.,  under  the  aus¬ 
pices  of  the  Board  of  Discipleship. 

The  board’s  Division  of 
Education  coordinated  the  event. 
Included  were  district  superin¬ 
tendents,  conference  staff  mem¬ 
bers  and  staff  members  from  each 
of  the  three  divisions  of  the  board. 

Directing  the  consultation  was 
Jennie  Youngblood  of  the 
Discipleship  staff.  She  said  the 
consultation  sought  suggestions 
from  persons  related  to  small 
churches  which  will  help  general 
and  conference  agencies 
strengthen  their  support  at  points 
of  need. 

With  more  than  13,000  churches 
in  circuits  of  three  or  more 
churches,  Miss  Youngblood  said, 
“there  are  signs  of  hope  following  a 
period  of  despair.”  Rather  than 
bemoaning  what  they  are  unable  to 
do,  she  added,  there  is  among 
leaders  in  small  churches  a  deter¬ 
mination  to  do  what  they  can  in 
their  communities  without  letting 
sociological  and  economic  trends 
demoralize  them. 

The  Board  of  Discipleship 
receives  substantial  support  from 
World  Service.  Through  the 
board’s  work,  the  local  churches 
receive  back  in  resources  and  help 
a  portion  of  what  they  give  to 
World  Service.  Churches  also  bene¬ 
fit  in  services,  printed  and  audio¬ 
visual  materials,  staff  leadership 
and  in  some  cases,  direct  funding 
from  other  World  Service 
agencies. 


It  may  be  a  missionary 
preaching  the  Word  in  an  Andean 
mountain  village  in  Bolivia. 

It  may  be  an  African  doctor 
showing  new  mothers  how  to  take 
care  of  their  babies. 

It  may  be  an  emotionally 
disturbed  child  finding  love  and 
understanding  through  a  con¬ 
ference  child  care  agency. 

It  may  be  a  voice  on  the  phone 
giving  suggestions  on  how  to  have 
better  church  school  classes. 

It  may  be  —  any  of  a  hundred 
good  things  that  could  happen  only 
because  you  and  your  church,  out 
of  a  sense  of  gratitude  for  God’s 
love  and  a  desire  to  share  it,  are 
willing  to  give  to  General  and 
Conference  Benevolences. 

The  pastor  of  a  leading 
congregation  reportedly  told  a 
general  church  official,  “We  don’t 
need  the  United  Methodist  Church 
as  much  as  it  needs  us.” 

How  true! 

It  is  that  part  of  Christ’s  Body 
known  as  the  local  church  that 
ultimately  determines  the  scope  of 
mission  and  ministry  in  its  own 
community  and  throughout  the 
world.  Trite  but  true  the  saying, 
“If  it  doesn’t  happen  in  the  local 
church,  it  doesn’t  happen.” 

As  United  Methodists  respond  in 
countless  ways  to  the  emerging 
call  to  wholeness  in  mission,  they 
are  going  back  to  the  Scriptural 
roots  of  the  faith  and  are  seeking  to 
follow  in  the  footsteps  of  Jesus  in 
the  ministries  they  provide. 

Much  of  this  local  churches  can 
do  on  their  own,  within  the 
framework  of  congregation  and 
community.  But  some  ministries 
are  impossible,  or  at  least  im¬ 
practical,  for  individual  churches 
to  carry  out. 

Yet  these  ministries  are  as 
essential  to  the  Church  as  Sunday 
worship.  They  are  ministries  of, 
but  not  in,  the  local  church.  They 


are  things  that  can  be  done  most 
effectively,  efficiently  and  least 
expensively  on  a  corporate  basis  — 
regional,  national  and  in¬ 
ternational  ministries,  serving 
persons  and  society,  made  possible 
largely  through  the  giving  of  local 
churches. 

Call  the  roll  of  the  familiar: 
missions,  Christian  education, 
evangelism,  relief,  peace,  training 
of  clergy  and  other  church  leaders. 

These  are  just  a  few  of  the 
thrusts  of  mission  made  possible 
by  local  churches  giving  to  General 
and  Conference  Benevolences  — 
especially  World  Service. 

The  needs  are  computed  in 
dollars.  Churches  and  individuals 
are  asked  to  respond  with  dollars. 
You  and  your  church  are  asked  to 
accept  and  pay  in  full  certain 
equitably  apportioned  benevolenc¬ 
es  —  as  set  by  General  Conference 
and  your  annual  conference.  Other 
benevolences  are  supported  by  you 
in  other  ways. 

The  dollars  are  important,  but 
only  because  of  what  they  make 
possible.  Benevolences  help  us  to 
do  things  Christ  wants  us  to  do,  but 
which  we  can  do  only  as  we  pool 
our  resources  and  channel  them  in 
a  mighty  stream  to  points  of  need 
in  your  state,  nation  and  world. 

United  Methodists  give  because 
their  Church  asks  them  to  or 
because  they  learn  about  needs. 
But  most  of  all,  because  they  ex¬ 
perience  God’s  love  in  their  hearts, 
receive  it  joyously  and  gratefully, 
and  feel  incomplete  until  they 
share  it  with  all  the  world.  “Thank 
God,  then,  for  his  indescribable 
generosity  to  you!"  (2  Corinthians 
9:15,  Phillips). 

Telling  what  some  of  the  channels  are  for 
sharing  God's  love  through  giving  to  General 
and  Conference  Benevolences,  and  telling  of 
some  of  the  things  made  possible  by  such 
giving  are  what  the  BENEVOLENCE 
REPORTER  is  all  about.  (For  our  cburchwide 
annual  goal  for  General  Benevolences,  see 
"Financial  Program"  chart  on  this  page.) 


Gifts  to  World  Service  help  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  to  assist  this 
this  missionary  couple,  Ruth  and  Mark  Reames,  Jr.,  in  a  dual  program. 
He  teaches  at  a  United  Methodist-related  university  in  Nishinomiya, 
Japan,  and  both  are  committed  to  the  work  of  an  ecumenical  agency  in 
that  city.  They  are  among  841  missionaries  of  the  board’s  World  Division, 
serving  in  such  varied  fields  as  evangelism,  education,  medicine, 
agriculture  and  pastoral  training.  The  National  Division  counts  210  home 
missionaries,  215  deaconesses,  about  50  U.S.  2s,  69  church  and  community 
workers  and  many  others  in  varied  missional  relationships. 

JACK  HASEGAWA  PHOTO 
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The  Advance  lets  you  designate  your  gift 


By  KENNETH  B.  McINTOSlI 
and  BEVERLY  WONG 
Advance  Staff  Members 
Remember  the  “energy  crisis." 
Recently  a  photo  of  the  outside 
bulletin  board  of  a  church  showed 
these  words:  “This  Service  Station 
is  always  open  on  Sunday!” 

This  is  the  way  in  which  the 
Advance  is  at  work  within  the 
United  Methodist  Church.  Quietly, 
365  days  of  the  year,  the  Advance  is 
open  to  serve  people  around  the 
world.  The  needs  are  always  there, 
and  through  the  Advance,  in  a 
voluntary,  “second-mile"  manner, 
United  Methodists  minister  to 
needs  of  spirit,  mind  and  body. 

Now  in  its  26th  year,  the  Advance 
program  is  United  Methodism’s 
answer  to  the  individual,  local 
church  or  church  group  wanting  to 


designate  its  gift  to  the  national 
and  world  outreach  of  the  Church. 

The  donor  can  choose  from 
thousands  of  projects  in  the  U.S. 
and  overseas,  and  can  give  in  the 
knowledge  that  100  percent  of  the 
gift  will  reach  the  project  —  or 
Advance  Special  as  it  is  called. 

Giving  is  based  on  the  assump¬ 
tion  that  local  churches  will  accept 
their  World  Service  apportionment 
before  seeking  to  participate  in  the 
Advance. 

Gifts  vary  in  size  as  individuals, 
groups  and  congregations  share  in 
love  with  others.  However,  there  is 
much  behind  such  material  gifts. 
Surely  they  come  to  the  Advance 
out  of  a  great  amount  of  concern, 
love  and  prayer. 

Of  course,  the  Advance  is  not 
only  an  important  way  to  give.  It  is 


Typing  is  but  one  of  many  skills  learned  in  schools  of  noted  Red  Bird 
Mission,  Beverly,  Ky.  A  major  project  of  the  National  Division,  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  Red  Bird  also  carries  on  evangelistic,  medical, 
ecomomic  development  and  many  other  ministries  in  a  large-scale 
outreach  program  in  Appalachia.  It  is  one  of  many  Advance  Special 
projects  of  the  National  Division.  darrell  r.  shamblin  photo 


A  new  world  opens  for  Viki 


By  EULALIA  COOK 

As  Viki  Cabrera  sat  in  her 
Bolivian  church,  something 
strange  happened  in  her  heart 
When  the  pastor  gave  the  in¬ 
vitation  to  accept  Christ,  Viki 
found  herself  at  the  altar. 

But  joy  turned  to  em¬ 
barrassment  when  the  pastor  said 
she  would  have  to  "take  classes"  to 
be  prepared  for  baptism. 

Timidly,  ashamed,  she  made  her 
confession:  “Pastor,  1  cannot 
read!” 

The  pastor  presented  her  need  to 
other  prospective  members,  and 
one  volunteered  to  teach  Viki.  She 
finished  the  primer,  and  the  day 
she  joined  the  church  gave  her 
testimony,  reading  slowly  a  verse 
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from  the  Bible. 

But  it  seemed  almost  as  though 
she  suffered  more  now  than  when 
she  could  not  read.  When  the 
pastor  announced  the  responsive 
reading,  she  could  not  find  it.  It 
was  the  same  when  singing  hymns 
and  during  Bible  study. 

Her  church  had  on  sale  some 
Alfalit  books.  She  began  lo  read 
"The  Lord  Jesus  Came”  and  a 
large-type  edition  of  the  Sermon  on 
the  Mount.  , 

1  visited  the  Methodist  Center  in 
Cochabamba,  where  Viki  lived 
and  worked.  I  heard  her  sounding 
out  words  from  her  new  books.  She 
was  progressing,  but  it  was  slow 
work. 

Then  "Alfalit  Boliviano"  offered 
"Opportunity  Schools,”  and  Viki 
attended  the  nearest  one.  Morning, 
noon  and  night  she  studied  to 
acquire  the  basic  tools  of  learning. 

She  wrote  her  first  letter  to  her 
son.  Her  reading  speed  and 
comprehension  increased.  Now  it 
was  a  joy  to  participate  in  worship 
and  Bibie  Study. 

Viki  was  called  to  direct  the 
kitchen  at  a  home  for  crippied 
children.  The  church  in  this  area 
became  her  church  home.  In  the 
Women's  Society,  only  she  could 
take  notes  and  write  numbers,  so 
she  became  secretary  and 
treasurer.  She  continued  to  study 
her  Bible,  and  taught  women  as 
opportunities  came. 

Now  a  voh  nteer  teacher  and  a 
leader  in  me  local  church,  Viki 
Cabrera  is  a  full  member  of  the 


also  an  opportunity  for  U.S. 
Christians  to  be  “disciples  in 
partnership"  with  fellow 
Christians  in  more  than  55  coun¬ 
tries  —  and  for  majority 
congregations  to  enter  exciting 
new  church-to-church  relation¬ 
ships  with  ethnic  minority 
congregations  through  the  new 
"Parish  Partners,  USA"  program. 

The  Advance  involves  no  ap¬ 
portionment  or  special  offering, 
but  rather  a  presentation  of  needs 
and  an  opportunity  to  respond  in 
the  light  of  Christian  commitment. 

The  Advance  needs  at  least 
$10,000,000  annually. 

Agencies  with  projects  for  which 
General  Advance  Special  credit  is 
given  are:  National  Division, 
World  Division.  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  (UMCOR)  — 
all  units  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries. 

In  addition,  most  annual  con¬ 
ferences  have  projects  of  many 
kinds  which  have  been  designated 
as  Conference  Advance  Specials 
and  are  deserving  of  support. 

Advance  Specials  encompass 
virtually  every  kind  of  gift  you  or 

ABOUT  WORLD  SERVICE 

Of  all  descriptions  given  to  the 
World  Service  Fund  to  denote  its 
primary  place  among  United 
Methodist  benevolences,  perhaps 
the  most  apt  is  that  World  Service 
is  "people  serving  people.” 

The  chart  at  the  right  shows  the 
various  agencies  supported 
through  the  World  Service  Fund. 
But  the  real  story  of  World  Service 
is  in  the  ministries  to  persons  at  the 
farthest  reaches  of  the  globe  and  in 
the  smallest  congregation  in 
Hometown  USA. 

The  genius  of  World  Service, 
says  I)r.  R.  Bryan  Brawner, 
general  secretary  of  the  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration  and 
general  treasurer  of  our  Church,  is 
that “every  local  church  and  every 
member  can  have  a  part."  He 
adds: 

"Missions  at  home  and  overseas, 
Christian  education,  evangelism, 
social  witness,  leadership  training, 
research  and  resources  for  local 
churches  and  annual  conferences 
—  all  these  and  other  missional 
activities  are  funded  by  monies 
expended  through  the  World 
Service  budget.” 

That  budget  is  set  quadrenially 
by  General  Conference  after 
careful  study  and  deliberation. 
General  Conference  also  ap¬ 
portions  World  Service  to  the 
annual  conferences,  and  at  that 
level  vital  causes  are  put  in  a 
Conference  Benevolence  budget. 
The  combined  World  Service/ 
Conference  Benevolence  asking  is 
equitably  apportioned  to  the  local 
churches. 

Then  it  is  up  to  each  congrega¬ 
tion  to  accept  and  pay  its  share. 

As  with  all  benevolences,  the 
greatest  care  is  exercised  in 
handling  World  Service  monies, 
and  accounting  is  available  as  to 
use. 

Dr.  Brawner  concludes:  “The 
World  Service  program  makes 
possible  the  transformation  of  an 
individual  gift  through  a  local 
church  into  missional  activities  at 
home  and  abroad."  _ 

Body  of  Christ  —  joyful  and 
fruitful. 

Miss  Cook  is  a  United  Methodist 
missionary.  Alfalit  is  a  literacy- 
Christian  literature  program, 
which  like  missionaries,  receives 
support  from  World  Service 
and  other  benevolences. 


your  church  would  want  to  make  to 
missions  or  relief/  rehabilitation 
at  home  and  overseas. 

Just  a  capsule  listing  would 
include  missionary  salary  support 
(for  National  and  World  Division 
personnel);  scholarships;  aid  for 
constructing  churches,  hospitals, 
schools  and  other  needed 
buildings;  child  care;  food  for  the 
hungry  and  clothes  for  the  naked ; 
support  for  national  workers 
overseas  and  ethnic  minority 
churches  in  the  U.S. 

If  you’re  not  sure  whether  an 
item  is  included  in  the  General 
Advance  Special  listing,  please 
ask;  it  probably  is. 

Whatever  one’s  financial  means, 
each  person  is  able  to  undergird 
our  total  mission  program  with  the 
gifts  of  prayer  and  concern.  But, 
there  is  also  the  need  to  “put  feet  to 
our  prayers,"  moving  outward  in 
mission. 

An  example  of  how  one 
congregation  was  involved  in 
“putting  feet  to  prayers"  is  found 
in  a  letter  from  a  pastor  who 
writes: 

“The  idea  originated  with  the 
chairperson  of  our  Work  Area  in 
Stewardship.  He  raised  the 
legitimate  question  to  the  Com¬ 


mittee  on  Finance,  ‘We  spend  a 
very  high  percentage  of  our  budget 
on  the  operation  of  our  plant  and 
the  promotion  of  our  own  program , 
and  a  very  low  percentage  on 
missions.  Are  we  good  stewards  of 
our  possessions  if  we  continue  to  do 
this?’ 

“The  Committee  on  Finance 
encouraged  him  to  raise  this 
question  with  the  Administrative 
Board,  which  he  did.  After  a 
fruitful  discussion,  our  lay  leader 
offered  a  motion  to  amend  the 
budget  upward,  with  the  additional 
monies  to  be  used  for  missions  — 
the  projects  to  be  selected  by  the 
Work  Area  in  Missions  in 
cooperation  with  the  Council  on 
Ministries. 

“I  am  greatly  encouraged  by  this 
action.  I  pray  that  our  church  is  on 
the  way  to  becoming  a  ‘mission¬ 
conscious’  church." 

As  we  pray  and  as  we  share  in 
mission,  we  go  into  all  the  world 
where  the  Church  is  at  work. 

For  further  information  on  how 
to  participate  in  National,  World  or 
UMCOR  Advance  Special 
priorities,  please  write: 

The  Advance  Office,  Room  1316, 
475  Riverside  Drive,  New  York, 
New  York  10027. 


WORLD  SERVICE  FUND 


PRIOR  CLAIM 

Council  on  Ministries*  (Administration) 
Deaconess  Pensions 
Joint  Committee  on  Communications** 
(Interpretation) 

Council  on  Finance  and  Administration 
(Central  Treasury) 

Total  Prior  Claims 

ON  RATIO 

Council  on  Ministries’ 

Joint  Committee  on  Communications** 
PROGRAM  AGENCIES 

Board  of  Church  and  Society 
Board  of  Discipleship 
Board  of  Global  Ministries 
Board  of  Higher  Education  &  Ministry 
Commission  on  Religion  and  Race 
Commission  on  Status  &  Role  of  Women 
American  Bible  Society 
American  University 
Former  Evangelical  United  Brethren 
Colleges 
Scarritt  College 
Contingency  Reserve 

Total  distributed  on  Ratio 
TOTAL  WORLD  SERVICE 
•Total  for  Council  on  Minislnes 

(prior  claim  and  on  rai^o)  $670,000 
“Tolal  lor  Joint  Committee  on  Communications 
(prior  claim  and  on  ratio)  SI  .880.000 


h 

1975 

$ 

350,000 

70,000 

915,000 

377,000 

5  S 

1,712,000 

$ 

320,000 

965,000 

700,000 

2,723,905 

12,289,500 

2,152,237 

1,250,000 

75,000 

100,000 

175.000 

385,000 

300,000 

352,358 

$21,788,000 

$23,500,000 


Church  funds  aid  self-help  projects 
From  day  care  centers  to  farming 


The  industrious  World  Service 
dollar  that  does  such  a  variety  of 
good  works  now  aids  more  than  200 
self-help  projects  sponsored  by 
minority  groups  for  the  benefit  of 
persons,  churches  and  com¬ 
munities. 

Money  went  into  both  repeat  and 
new  grants  from  United 
Methodism’s  Minority  Group  Self- 
Determination  Fund  when  $274,000 
was  allocated  this  summer  through 
Ihe  Commission  on  Religion  and 
Race.  The  commission  has  nearly 
$1,000,000  per  year  for  the  1973-76 
quadi  ennium  to  provide  for  special 
projects.  The  funds  come  from 
World  Service  as  allocated  by 
General  Conference. 

At  its  last  meeting,  the  Fund¬ 
ing  Committee  of  the  commission 
approved  allocations  to  37  projects, 
out  of  97  requests.  Projects  are 
funded  only  after  careful  in¬ 
vestigation  by  the  commission,  and 
are  self-help  programs  sponsored 
by  Black,  Hispa  :c,  Asian  and 


American  Indian  groups. 

Among  the  latest  allocations  are 
community  development  projects, 
day  care  centers,  youth  and  child 
projects,  minority  business  en¬ 
terprises  and  services  to  older 
adults.  They  include: 

Chinatown  Service  Center,  Los 
Angeles,  Calif.;  St.  Mark’s 
Community  Center,  Treme 
Project,  New  Orleans,  La.; 
Development  of  Training  Models 
Focusing  on  Chicano  Needs, 
Austin,  Tex.;  Yearn  to  Learn 
Center.  Pecos.  Tex.,  Youth 
Leadership  and  Development 
Program,  Kansas  City,  Mo., 
Pacoima  Christian  Adventure 
Club,  Pacoima,  Calif.;  Indian 
(dental)  Health  Project,  Pauma 
Valley,  Calif.;  Casa  de  Emigrante 
(migrant  workers),  Wilmington, 
Del.;  Economic  Self-Development 
(farming),  Montezuma,  N.  Mex.; 
Asian-American  Ministries, 
Oakland,  Calif. 
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Crusade  Scholar’s  goal  is 
Community  medicine  career 


“The  United  Methodist  Church 
has  been  a  great  part  of  my  life, 
and  this  past  year  it  has  shared  in 
the  love,  tears,  joys  and  disap¬ 
pointments  which  were  a  part  of 
my  senior  year  in  medical  school." 

These  are  the  words  of  Natalie 
Carroll,  who  was  graduated  this 
summer  from  Meharry  Medical 
College,  Nashville,  Tenn. 

United  Methodists  shared  in  her 
great  sense  of  accomplishment 
because  for  this  past  academic 
year  she  has  been  a  Crusade 
Scholar.  The  Crusade  Scholarship 
program,  a  30-year-old  venture 
with  2,500  alumni  and  alumnae, 
grants  scholarships  to  United 
Methodist-related  persons  from 
abroad  and  minority  groups  in  the 
U.S.  for  graduate-level  training  in 
professional  fields. 

Major  funding  is  received  from 
the  annual  World  Communion 
Offering  taken  on  World  Com¬ 
munion  Sunday,  which  this  year  is 
Oct.  6. 

“The  Crusade  Scholarship 
enabled  me  to  complete  my  senior 
year  with  minimal  financial 
problems,”  Dr.  Carroll  said,  “and 
the  stresses  of  being  in  medical 
school  are  great  enough  without 
financial  worries.” 

She  will  intern  at  Washington 
Hospital  Center,  Washington,  D.C., 
in  a  rotating  surgery  program.  She 
plans  to  practice  in  Houston,  Tex., 
in  a  predominantly  Black  and 
Chicano  community. 

To  Natalie,  the  honor  of  being  a 
Crusade  Scholar  is  something  she 
will  always  cherish.  “I  hope  I  shall 
always  prove  myself  worthy  of  this 
expression  of  faith  in  me.” 

Also  receiving  support  from  the 
World  Communion  Offering  are  the 
Division  of  Chaplains  and  Related 
Ministries,  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry,  and  the 
Minority  Scholarship  program. 

The  Division  relates  to  449 
United  Methodist  chaplains  on 
active  duty  with  our  armed  forces 
(including  147  serving  overseas) 
and  171  civilian  chaplains  serving 


in  correctional  institutions, 
hospitals  and  with  the  Veterans 
Administration. 

The  offering  is  the  sole  support  of 
the  Division  as  it  relates  to  and 
endorses  United  Methodist 
chaplains.  The  Rev.  A.  Purnell 
Bailey,  executive  of  the  Division 
says  chaplains  “speak  for  Jesus. 
Christ  as  they  represent  the  United 
Methodist  Church  and  the  em¬ 
ploying  agency.” 

Administered  by  the  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry 
and  the  United  Methodist  Ethnic 
Scholarship  Committee,  the 
Minority  Scholarship  program 
awarded  grants  totaling  $57,670  for 
academic  1973-74  to  103  un¬ 
dergraduate  students  from  Asian, 
Black,  Hispanic,  American  Indian 
and  other  minority  groups. 

*  *  * 

Remember  these  offerings 

United  Methodist  Student  Day 
provides  an  opportunity  to 
demonstrate  support  of  our 
students  in  college.  Scholarship 
and  loan  programs  administered 
through  the  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry  give  an 
assist  to  deserving  United 
Methodist  students  who  want  to  go 
to  college  but  face  spiraling  costs. 

The  United  Methodist  Student 
Day  offering,  which  will  be 
received  next  on  June  8,  1975, 
bolsters  the  loan  fund  and 
replenishes  the  scholarship  fund. 
Some  14,000  students  are  presently 
financing  their  education  partly  on 
United  Methodist  loans,  and  461 
students  received  church 
scholarships  last  year. 

Golden  Cross  Sunday  offering, 
usually  the  first  Sunday  in  May, 
provides  needed  funds  for  support 
of  health  and  welfare  ministries 
within  an  annual  conference  —  as 
determined  by  the  conference. 

Christian  Education  Sunday 
offering,  usually  in  September,  is 
for  annual  conference  needs  and 
programs  in  the  essential  area  of 
Christian  education. 


‘‘Parish  Partners,  USA,”  is  an  exciting  new  program  of  the  National 
Division,  Board  of  Global  Ministries.  In  it,  ethnic  minority  congregations, 
traditionally  tagged  as  ‘‘receiving”  churches,  are  recognized  as  giving 
churches  —  giving  in  outreach  to  their  communities  and  in  many  other 
ways.  Advance  Specials  may  be  designated  for  these  areas  [or  for 
churches  in  them]:  Oklahoma  Indian  Missionary  Conference,  Rio 
Grande  Conference,  Puerto  Rico  Conference,  Alaska  Missionary  Con¬ 
ference,  Hawaii  District,  Conference-related  Indian  Ministries.  Focus  is 
on  PERSONS  in  “Parish  Partner"  churches,  as  is  symbolized  by  these 
smiling  teenagers  in  a  Hispanic  church  in  Texas.  [For  more  information, 
see  address  at  end  of  article  top  of  p.  2]  Toge  fujihira  photo 


Human  Relations  Day 

This  young  Hispanic  minister. 
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Funds  yield  big  returns 


A  significant  contribution  being 
made  by  the  church  to  education  is 
“the  lift  this  fund  has  given  to 
many  of  these  12  colleges.”  So 
declares  the  president  of  one  of 
United  Methodism’s  12  predomi¬ 
nantly  Black  colleges  in  speaking 
of  the  Black  College  Fund. 

What  may  not  be  realized  is  the 
“tremendous  importance  of  the 
Ministerial  Education  Fund  to  the 
theological  schools.  In  short,  it 
represents  our  survival.”  The 
words  of  one  of  the  presidents  of 
United  Methodism’s  present  13 
seminaries. 

Such  testimonials  from  these 
most  directly  involved  —  the  chief 
executives  of  our  Black  colleges 
and  our  seminaries  —  are  the  most 
convincing  evidence  available  of 
the  need  for  support  of  these  two 
equitably  apportioned  funds. 

Established  by  General  Con¬ 
ference,  the  Black  College  Fund 
has  an  annual  goal  of  $6  million  and 
the  Ministerial  Education  Fund  $10 
million. 

The  need  is  great.  What  about 
results? 

Of  the  Black  College  Fund,  the 
Rev.  DePriest  W.  Whye,  Sr.,  fund 
director,  says  that  in  its  first  year 
( 1973;  it  was  authorized  by  the  1972 
General  Conference),  it  is  helping 
meet  two  critical  needs:  current 
operations,  and  capital  im¬ 
provements  and  programs.  He 
adds: 


“These  church-founded  colleges 
were  the  foundation  for  much  that 
has  been  called  ‘racial  progress’  in 
America  .  .  .  They  have  done  so 
much  with  so  little;  they  are  a 
national  asset.  Their  survival  and 
their  historic  achievements,  under 
the  most  adverse  circumstances, 
should  be  reason  enough  to  support 
them.  They  have  done  much  to  help 
fulfill  the  American  dream.” 

The  Ministerial  Education  Fund 
also  is  paying  major  dividends  for 
the  church  —  in  training 
tomorrow’s  ministers  and 
providing  continuing  education  for 
today’s  clergy 

It  gets  money  to  where  it  is 
needed  including  financial  support 
for  theological  students,  better 
programs  of  continuing  education 
of  ministers  in  annual  conferences, 
and  more  money  for  current  ex¬ 
pense  operations  of  the  theological 


These  figures  indicate  in¬ 
teresting  comparisons  in  personal 
consumption  expenditures  by 
Americans  for  various  types  of 
products  in  1972  (figures  reounded 
off  to  nearest  billion]: 

Food  —  $125  billion;  Alcoholic 
beverages  —  $20  billion;  Tobacco 
—  $13 billion;  Clothing,  accessories 
and  jewelry  —  $73  billion;  Personal 
care  —  $11  billion;  Housing  —  $106 
billion;  Household  operation  — 


the  Rev.  Ruben  Salcido  of  the  Rio 
Grande  Conference  and  others  help 
to  symbolize  one  of  the  hopes  for 
the  future  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  He  and  his  brothers  and 
sisters  of  all  minority  groups  make 
vivid  the  meaning  of  the  1974 
Human  Relations  Day  theme, 
“One  Church/  Many  Cultures." 

Now  Human  Relations  Day,  1975, 
is  close  at  hand  —  next  January  26 
to  be  exact. 

On  that  day  United  Methodists 
will  have  perhaps  our  best  chance 
to  affirm  commitment  to  ethnic 
pluralism  and  yet  our  oneness  in 
Christ.  We  will  make  our  commit¬ 
ment  tangible  by  giving  to  the 
Human  Relations  Day  offering. 

Training  for  Ethnic  Minorities  is 
one  of  four  major  causes  supported 
through  the  offering. 

Other  programs  supported: 

United  Methodist  Voluntary 
Service  (UMVS)  means  projects 
aimed  at  needs  of  people  and  issues 
of  communities.  Projects  are 
staffed  mostly  by  young  adults, 
many  from  minority  groups,  who 
serve  on  subsistence-level  support. 
Food  co-ops,  clinics  and  help  for 
runaway  youths  and  their  parents 
are  but  a  few  UMVS  ministries. 

Community  Developers  work 
with  pastors  to  help  local  churches 
in  serving  communities  in  many 
ways,  such  as  working  for  better 
housing,  schools  and  employment. 
•Most  community  developers  are 
from  minority  groups.  Self-help  is 
emphasized. 

Police-Community  Relations 
projects  in  dialog  and  un¬ 
derstanding  between  citizens  and 
police  officers  have  contributed  to 
improvement  of  relations. 


schools  we  need  so  much. 

Like  other  General  and  Confer¬ 
ence  Benevolences,  both  these 
funds  meet  crucial  needs  in  our 
church.  Both  are  producing  re¬ 
sults.  Like  other  benevolences, 
both  deserve  the  full  support  of 
United  Methodists. 


$105  billion;  Medical  care  expenses 

—  $57  billion;  Personal  business  — 
$41  billion,  Transportation  —  $100 
billion;  Recreation  —  $48  billion; 
Private  education  and  research  — 
$12  billion; 

Religious  and  welfare  activities 

—  SI 0  billion;  Foreign  travel  and 
other  —  $6  billion. 

Is  there  a  stewardship  message 
here?  Please  draw  your  own 
conclusions. 


A  FIVE-YEAR  BOOK 
BENEVOLENCE  REPORT 

Benevolence  Funds 

1969 

1970 

1971 

1972 

1973 

World  Service 

General  Advance  Specials 

$22268.424 

$22,412,126 

$21.450242 

$21,956,797 

$21231234 

World  Missions 

7.183,682 

6.475209 

6  245.104 

5.736.414 

62  92.473 

National  Missions 

1.641.936 

1.587.425 

1.689.448 

1.698218 

1.662.309 

UMCOR 

1 J  14.455 

1284218 

1.192212 

971274 

1.743270 

One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing 

796.175 

752.080 

953.047 

898.247 

1.041.779 

World  Communion 

861.433 

875237 

791.447 

806283 

848265 

World  Service  Specials 

210.513 

194213 

83.962 

58297 

65253 

Temporary  General  Aid  Fund 

Black  College  Fund  • 

833.754 

787.935 

769.763 

711287 

1.075.422 

4.012.503 

Ministerial  Education  * 

Human  Relations  Day  + 

3.574253 

4.432291 

4.454.821 

5.465270 

537.204 

United  Methodist  Student  Day 

215.794 

218.444 

226.155 

205231 

247249 

Youth  Service  Fund  ♦ 

225.780 

253.827 

216.319 

345205 

Fund  for  Reconciliation  t-  4 

Bishops'  Appeal  for  Pakistan  *  + 
National  Disaster  Relief  4  . 

2.542.753 

1211.106 

1J89J30 

813234 

1.441293 

1201.861 

Race  Relations  Day  4  4 

Administrative  Funds 

463.319 

625241 

834.498 

887.411 

Episcopal  Fund 

2.741.802 

2.907.484 

3.024.828 

3.081.873 

2.936.131 

General  Administration 

1.404.529 

1.400222 

1.437  206 

1295254 

1.432229 

Interdenominational  Cooperation 

638.647 

591.487 

594.064 

580.621 

770.154 

Total  of  Funds 

$42,917,216 

$45223.060 

$45268.424 

$47,217,235 

$49,407,750 

4  Black  College  Fund  first  received  In  1973.  Ministerial  EducaUon  Fund  first  received  in  1970.  Human  Relations  Day  of¬ 
fering  first  received  In  1973.  Youth  Service  Fund  reported  through  different  channel  until  1970 

+  4  Fund  for  Reconciliation  was  for  1969-72  quadrennlum.  Bishops'  Appeal  for  Pakistan  and  National  Disaster  Relief  of¬ 
ferings  were  received  In  1972,  Race  Relations  Day  offering  discontinued  In  1972. 
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Call  it  ‘ mountain  vision 


These  young  Haitians  are  preparing  to  serve  in  the  field  of  agriculture, 
one  of  the  most  needed  occupations  in  a  country  where  85  percent  of  the 
people  live  in  rural  areas.  They  are  studying  at  the  Training  College  for 
Rural  Teachers  at  Freres.  On  the  wall  is  a  map  of  Haiti. 
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Walls,  food  go  hand-in-hand 


By  WINSTON  H.  TAYLOR 
Washington  News  Director 
United  Methodist  Communications 

United  Methodists  don’t  like  to 
be  known  for  building  walls  —  but 
they  can  take  pride  in  it  in  Haiti. 
For  the  rock  walls  rising  there  do 
not  divide,  but  help  to  spell  the 
difference  between  starvation  and 
food,  between  hopelessness  and 
achievement. 

In  a  land  as  poor,  crowded  and 
storm-devastated  as  Haiti,  to  teach 
farming  would  be  insufficient 
without  teaching  ways  of  getting 
the  most  out  of  available  soil  and 
water. 

That  is  the  major  goal  of  the  wall¬ 
building  and  terracing  projects 
which  dot  the  barren  hills.  The 
walls  keep  some  of  the  scarce  soil 
from  disappearing  down  the  steep 
hills  into  the  sea  and  hold  some  of 
the  water  left  by  tropical  down¬ 
pours. 

The  walls  are  built  of  native 
stone  by  Haitian  farmers,  who 
often  exchange  their  labor  for  food 
for  their  families.  They  learn  how 
to  do  it  from  fellow  Haitians  who 
learned  this  and  other  community 
action  skills  through  training 
programs  established  by  the 
Methodist  Church  of  Haiti  and 
funded  primarily  by  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
(UMCOR). 

When  UMCOR  members  visited 
Haiti  recently,  they  saw  the  walls 
in  relation  to  efforts  at  literacy, 
sewing  classes,  child  care, 
nutrition  —  made  possible  by 
United  Methodists’  gifts  to  the  One 
Great  Hour  of  Sharing,  and  thence 
through  Church  World  Service 
(interdenominational  relief 
agency). 

(The  One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing 
is  an  annual  churchwide  offering 
which  UMCOR  uses  for  its  “4  Rs” 
—  relief,  rehabilitation,  refugee 
resettlement  and  renewal  of  life.  In 
1975,  the  offering  will  be  March  9.) 

In  the  country,  green  farms  and 
gardens  contrast  starkly  with  the 
barrenness  of  the  hills.  Only  20 
percent  of  the  land  is  arable,  and 
the  grades  are  often  too  steep  for 
even  a  simple  plow,  let  alone  ad¬ 


vanced  farming  techniques.  This 
puts  the  pick  and  hoe  labor  of 
gardening  in  step  with  the  foot 
power  that  takes  produce  to 
market. 

Malnutrition  is  Haiti’s  biggest 
problem,  but  it  is  one  of  so  many 
problems  that  UMCOR  finds  it 
impossible  to  restrict  its  efforts  to 
any  single  ill. 

Thus  wall-building  ties  in  closely 
to  projects  in  which  local  villages 
pay  half  the  cost  —  such  as  special 
feeding  for  mal-nourished 
children,  nutrition  training  for 
their  mothers,  building  of  roads  to 
improve  access  to  markets, 
planting  of  seeds  in  nurseries  to 
replenish  forests  and  building  of 
water  reservoirs. 

CONTACT  cares 

“Craig:  From  Adrienne.  Her 
marital  problems  are  resolved  as  a 
result  of  your  conversation  with 
her.’’ 

“Ethel:  Diane  called.  She  is 
great!  Received  a  great  deal  of 
help.” 

Just  a  tiny  sample  of 
testimonials  to  help  received  from 
one  of  58  local  centers  of  CONTACT 
Teleministries  USA.  National 
director,  the  Rev.  Robert  E. 
Larson,  Jr.,  says  CONTACT  is  a 
telephone  service  designed  “to 
help  the  lonely,  the  troubled,  those^ 
who  don’t  know  where  to  turn.  .  . 
It’s  an  opportunity  for  believing 
people  to  put  their  faith  to  work  in 
one-to-one  contacts  with  human 
need  ...  24  hours  a  day,  someone 
who  cares  is  available  to  anyone 
who  needs  .  .  .  CONTACT  is  as 
close  as  the  telephone.” 

CONTACT  represents  8,000 
volunteers  who  answer  600,000 
calls  a  year. 

Pioneered  by  the  former  Board 
of  Evangelism,  this  new  ecumeni¬ 
cal  network  is  related  to  and 
partly  funded  by  the  Board  of 
Discipleship.  World  Service  and 
other  benevolences  help  make 
CONTACT  possible,  as  the  board 
receives  substantial  benevolence 
support. 


By  JUNE  R.  BARNESON 
Chairperson. 

Section  of  Cultivation 
Board  of  Global  Ministries 
Final  approach  through  the  pass 
into  Scott  Valley  Airport  from  7,000 
feet  is  cold  but  smooth.  Scott 
Mountain’ rises  on  the  right  and 
Russian  Mountain  on  the  left. 

The  ancient  open-cockpit  biplane 
settles  down  on  the  short  runway 
and  Pastor  Gerald  Breithaupt 
meets  us  for  the  drive  back  to  his 
two  churches  at  Etna  and  Fort 
Jones,  the  “Scott  Valley  Com¬ 
munity  Parish,”  a  short  distance 
from  the  Oregon  border  in  rugged 
northern  California. 

“Changes  in  heads  and  hearts 
are  going  on  that  the  congrega¬ 
tions  are  not  aware  of.”  That’s  the 
way  Dr.  Breithaupt  sums  up  the 
response  of  his  congregations  in 
these  two  small  communities  situ¬ 
ated  within  a  farming  and  lumber 
economy  of  the  Etna-Fort  Jones 
Valley  area. 

It  also  may  account  for  the  fact 
that  the  two  churches  have  paid 
their  World  Service  ap¬ 
portionments  in  full  for  1974.  Paid 
them  in  January,  1974,  that  is. 

What  accounts  for  a  church 
which  only  two  years  ago  could 
meet  its  benevolence  askings  for 
the  first  time?  Pastor  Breithaupt 
says  of  the  Scott  Valley  Parish 
area,  “We  have  what  you  call 
‘mountain  vision.’  You  can’t  see 
out  to  the  surrounding  area  from 
the  valley  because  of  the  moun¬ 
tains.” 

Yet  the  two  churches  have 
developed  what  seems  to  be  a  long- 
range  vision  for  the  total  concerns 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church. 
Jerry  Breithaupt  says,  “I  abhor 
gimmicks  in  regard  to  attendance. 
We  come  to  worship  God,  and 
we’re  not  here  to  play  games.  So 
we  operate  a  ‘liturgical’  service  in 
spite  of  the  innovations  we  use  in 
worship. 

“But  my  intent  is  that  liturgy 
doesn’t  have  to  be  dull,  stale  or 
dead.  And  occasionally  I  like  to  do 
the  gimmicky  thing  to  focus  at¬ 
tention  on  the  outreach  of  the 
church.  When  I  first  came,  for 
three  or  four  weeks  we  had  a 
‘name-calling’  contest.  For  every 
name  I  ‘blew,’  I  had  to  make  a 
contribution  to  World  Service.  If 
they  forgot,  they  had  to  contribute 
to  World  Service. 

“At  Charge  Conference  that  year 
we  used  a  Halloween  theme  with 
bales  of  hay,  a  pinata,  and  we 
made  a  party  out  of  it.  About  75 
people  turned  out  for  the  Con¬ 
ference.  We  had  chili  beans  for 
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Pastor  Breithaupt  contemplates  an  intriguing  sermon  topic. 

BARNESON  PHOTO 


supper,  and  a  contribution  for 
supper  was  put  into  a  hollowed-out 
Jack-o-Lantern.  This  offering  went 
toward  Black  colleges. 

“Once  we  ordered  a  quantity  of 
posters  which  were  pinned  over  the 
church.  They  were  colorful,  though 
we  didn’t  say  a  word  about  them. 

“Immediately  after  the 
benediction,  we  have  an¬ 
nouncements  which  have  not  been 
in  the  bulletin.  ‘The  posters?’ 
‘Well,’  I  said,  ‘you  can  have  one  for 
$1  for  World  Service.’  ” 

World  Service  is  hard  to  avoid  in 
the  Fort  Jones  or  Etna  churches. 
“The  World  Service  envelopes  are 
in  our  pews.  You  can’t  sit  down 
without  seeing  them,”  Jerry  says. 

In  this  same  effort  toward 
mission  education,  he  points  out, 
“We  make  use  of  every  piece  of 
literature,  every  bulletin  insert  we 
can  get  our  hands  on. 

“So  what  if  I  distribute  only  half 
of  the  amount  of  pamphlets  we 
receive?  So  what?  It’s  like  the  old 
mini-second  ads  for  popcorn  in  the 
theater.  They’re  there  for  a  matter 
of  a  second  or  two,  but  watch 
people  stream  to  the  lobby  on  the 
power  of  this  suggestion.” 

Making  mission  highly  visible. 
It’s  all  part  of  the  remarkable 
reponse  the  churches  are  making 
to  the  other  offerings  available  to 
United  Methodists.  The  pastor 
notes : 

“Our  church  has  said  we’ll  do  six 
offerings  (designated  offerings 
taken  by  United  Methodist  church¬ 
es),  and  we  have  said  we  will  pay 
our  apportionments. 

“We’ve  progressed  from  the 
point  where  World  Service  was  a 
hassle  and  an  argument,  a  mere 
debt  to  pay.  I  think  it’s  very  helpful 
to  deal  with  small  percentage 
figures.  In  other  words,  our  $400, 
broken  down,  makes  more  sense 
when  our  church  members  know 
that  4c  of  that  goes  to  a  certain 
fund.” 


Jerry  Breithaupt  acknowledges 
that  in  two  years  he  has  not 
preached  a  sermon  on  World 
Service.  “I  try  to  operate  on  the 
discovery  process.  You  discover, 
and  you  become  excited  about 
something.  I  don’t  believe  people 
are  unwilling  to  'give  to  missions.’ 
I’m  personally  convinced  that 
people  will  support  the  mission 
cause  if  they  are  presented  with 
the  facts  of  the  mission.” 

As  a  result  of  meeting  the 
churches’  World  Service  goals,  the 
Etna-Fort  Jones  pastor  notes  other 
areas  of  “spin-off.”  He  says,  “Our 
church  never  observed  Golden 
Cross  Sunday  (in  May)  before. 
We’ve  been  reluctant  to  take 
special  offerings  in  the  past.  So  the 
small  total  we  received  this  year 
for  Golden  Cross  was  an  enormous 
amount.” 

Golden  Cross  became  important 
to  one  member  of  the  Etna  church, 
Frank  Eames  of  Callahan,  when  he 
needed  cobalt  treatments.  Going 
through  uncomplicated  channels 
for  direct  service,  Dr.  Breithaupt 
helped  Mr.  Eames  obtain  the 
necessary  help,  and  a  check  was 
received  without  long  delays. 

Frank  says,  “Golden  Cross  to  me 
is  doing  something  at  home.  I’m 
most  grateful  for  it.”  Jerry  says 
it’s  simply  “one  Christian  helping 
another  Christian.” 

Pastor  Gerald  Breithaupt  is 
helping  things  to  happen,  but  not 
without  the  support  of  the 
congregations.  Jerry  is  eager  to 
help  other  United  Methodist 
congregations  having  difficulty  in 
raising  apportionments  and 
benevolences. 

He  sums  it  up  this  way,  “It’s  an 
old  axiom:  If  your  mission  things 
are  working,  the  rest  is  working.” 

Give  to  others;  it’s  the  Jesus 
way. 

What  the  world  needs  now,  you 
can  give.  Support  World  Service 
and  all  other  United  Methodist 
benevolences. 


This  quartet  met  with  officials  of  Baker  University,  Baldwin,  Kan.,  to 
develop  the  school’s  new  American  Indian  scholarship  program.  The  men 
are  leaders  in  United  Methodism’s  American  Indian  constituency;  the 
woman  is  a  Baker  faculty  member  in  anthropology,  and  an  American 
Indian.  These  persons  are  L  to  R:  Ramond  G.  Banks,  Barbara  Richards, 
Thomas  Roughface,  Homer  Noley. 


YES,  I  AM 
INTEREF 
in  mere 

information  about 
United  Methodist 
benevolences. 

United  Methodist  Communications 
Program  and  Benevolence 
Interpretation 
1200  Davis  St. 

Evanston,  Illinois  60201 
•  *  * 

Please  send  me  [freel  he 
BENEVOLENCE  REPO  *  TER 
Packet 

Name _ 

Address _ 
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THE  1‘MTED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Showing  his  opposition 


CHICAGO  —  A  member  of  the  Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars 
wears  a  badge  showing  his  opposition  to  amnesty  on  his  hat 
during  the  VFW’s  convention  in  Chicago.  Despite  President 
Ford’s  speech  to  the  veterans  group,  in  which  he  said  he 
wanted  a  “second  chance"  for  young  men  who  fled  the  country 


to  escape  induction  and  those  in  legal  trouble  for  resistance 
and  desertion  during  the  Vietnam  war.  the  VFW  remains  on 
record  as  opposed  to  amnesty.  Top  religious  leaders,  however, 
have  warmly  welcomed  President  Ford’s  call  for  "leniency.” 

RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 


Vietnam  amputee  says  he’d  do  it  again 


Green  Beret  vet  shares  views 


By  CLYDE  CHESNUTT 
Staff  Writer 

DALLAS  —  What’s  more  American 
than  apple  pie? 

Some  might  say  a  Green  Beret  officer 
who  wears  nine  combat  medals  on  his 
chest  and  walks  on  two  artificial  legs 
after  losing  his  real  legs  in  battle  in 
Vietnam. 

Allen  B.  Clark,  Jr.,  age  32,  lost  both 
legs  below  the  knee  in  1968  at  Dak  To. 
Today  he  sits  behind  a  desk  as  an  in¬ 
vestment  officer  for  a  local  bank,  lives  in 
a  modest  home  in  suburban  Richardson 
and  fashions  a  new  life  for  himself  and 
his  family. 

What  goes  through  the  mind  of  a 
disabled  Vietnam  veteran  as  he  hears 
people  say  that  the  U.S.  never  should 
have  been  in  the  Indo-China  engagement 
in  the  first  place?  What  does  he  think 
when  he  listens  to  people  argue  that  the 
nation  should  give  unconditional  am¬ 
nesty  to  draft  dodgers  and  deserters,  and 
when  he  hears  others  say  that  American 
involvement  in  the  Vietnam  war  —  the 
very  war  where  he  almost  gave  his  life 
serving  his  country  —  was  immoral  and 
unjust? 

Allen  tilted  back  the  swivel  chair  in  his 
fifth  floor  office.  “I  am  convinced  it  was 
just  war,”  he  said. 

“Anyone  who  knows  the  history  of 
Indo-China,"  he  continued,  “realizes  that 
the  1954  partition  between  the  north  and 
south  was  being  broken  by  North  Viet¬ 
nam.  As  early  as  1960  their  troops  were 
present  in  the  South.  They  were  illegally 
and  immorally  trying  to  enforce  their 
will  on  another  people.  That  was  wrong 
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Allen  Clark,  Jr. 
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We  were  right  to  be  there  to  help  the 
South." 

Allen  explaines  his  decision  to 
volunteer  for  Vietnam  duty  from  two 
viewpoints  that  merged  in  his  thinking. 
First,  as  a  Christian,  he  believes  God  has 
created  a  world  in  which  people  should 
live  in  freedom  of  thought  and  action. 
When  that  freedom  is  grossly  violated,  as 
he  believes  it  was  in  North  Vietnam’s 
attempt  to  enslave  South  Vietnam,  one 
has  an  obligation  to  God  to  help  the  op¬ 
pressed  people. 

Always  religious 

Religion  comes  natural  for  Allen. 
Reared  in  a  devout  Episcopalian  home, 
he  worked  in  the  youth  group  and  served 
as  acolyte  in  worship.  He  attended  a 
Jesuit  high  school,  married  a  Baptist  and 
they  now  attend  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  nearby  Richardson.  Even 
during  his  stay  in  the  combat  zone,  he 
was  one  of  the  few  who  went  to  chapel. 

“My  faith  in  God  and  how  He  operates 
His  divine  plan,”  he  remarked,  “helped 
me  become  productive  again  during  my 
hospitalization." 

The  second  viewpoint  that  Pierged  with 
his  Christian  conviction  was  the 
obligation  to  country. 

“A  person  facing  a  war  has  three 
choices,"  said  the  graduate  of  West  Point 
who  ranked  in  the  top  10  per  cent  of  the 
1963  class.  “He  can  believe  that  all  wars 
decreed  by  the  state  are  correct;  that’s 
that  activist. 

"Or  he  can  adopt  the  position  which 
says  no  wars  are  proper;  that’s  the 
passivist  —  and  a  copout,  I  think. 

“Or,  thirdly,  he  can  select  some  wars 
as  just  and  others  which  are  not.  As  a 
Christian  and  a  citizen,  I  said  this  one 
was  just." 

That  answer  inevitably  leads  to  a  hot 
issue  on  the  minds  of  Americans  today  — 
what  about  those  men  of  military  age 
during  the  Vietnam  war  who  deserted, 
dodged  the  draft  or  fled  to  Canada? 

Allen  knows  where  he  stands  on  that 
issue.  He  feels  sorry  for  them,  but  he 
also  believes  that  justice  must  be  served. 
And  it  would  be  unfair  to  let  them  off 
unconditionally. 

Why?  For  some  pretty  sound  reasons, 
he  believes. 

“It  would  set  a  historical  precedent 
which  would  be  unwise,  in  my  opinion," 
he  said,  "What  about  the  next  war?  If 
deserters  all  get  pardoned  this  time,  then 
the  next  time  our  country  has  to  wage  a 
war,  many  persons  will  remember  that 
nothing  happened  to  the  deserters  in 
Vietnam  —  and  wham!  Off  they  will  run. 

“I  do  not  want  to  judge  them,"  he 
continued,  "but  I  cannot  believe  every 
deserter  or  draft  dodger  was  following 
the  dictates  of  a  noble  conscience 
protesting  war.  I  think  many  of  them 
were  simply  afraid  of  being  shot  at  or 
killed.  Well.  I  didn’t  want  to  get  killed, 
either.  I  was  afraid  every  time  I  went 
into  battle.  And  God  knows  I  suffered. 

"But  I  felt  a  responsibility  as  a 
Christian  and  as  a  soldier  and  I  laid  my 
life  on  the  line." 

A  just  war 

Allen  also  restated  his  conviction 


4Our  Living  Bible’  study  series 
welcomed  by  United  Methodists 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMC)  -  A  new 
Bible  study  series  for  adults  released  by 
The  United  Methodist  Church  in  the  fall 
of  1973  has  been  enthusiastically  received 
and  is  already  being  used  in  25  percent  of 
all  adult  church  school  classes  according 
to  a  recent  survey  made  by  the  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House. 

Although  the  Our  Living  Bible  series 
has  quickly  become  a  popular  alternative 
for  adults  in  United  Methodist  Church 
schools  who  desire  a  more  Bible-centered 
curriculum,  it  still  runs  a  distant  second 
behind  the  perennially  popular  Adult 
Bible  Studies,  based  upon  the  Inter¬ 
national  Lesson  Series  outlines. 


Questionnaires  for  teachers  and  class 
members  were  sent  to  a  systematic 
sample  of  churches  ordering  Channels  of 
His  Spirit,  the  first  unit  in  the  series,  in 
the  fall  quarter  of  1973.  Completed 
questionnaires  were  received  from  1,341 
teachers  and  11,164  class  members  in  700 
churches.  Eighty-seven  percent  said  they 
plan  to  continue  using  the  new  series  in 
the  future. 

Of  the  class  members  responding  to  the 
survey,  80  percent  said  their  need  to 
study  the  Bible  was  being  met  by  the  new 
series.  Enrollment  increased  in  17 
percent  of  the  classes  and  dropped  in  four 
percent. 


that  the  war  was  just  and  deserved  every 
citizen’s  support  as  another  reason  for 
not  granting  amnesty.  ‘‘Fifty-five 
thousand  American  families  have  men 
who  will  never  come  back,”  he  said 
slowly.  “There’s  a  certain  kind  of 
practical  justice  here,  a  basic  justice  that 
means  no  rights  without  accompanying 
responsibilities.  The  nation  earns  its 
freedom  each  generation  —  protecting 
our  shores  for  the  present  age  and  on 
faraway  shores  for  future  generations.” 

Allen  insists  that  he  only  wants  to 
be  fair,  not  vindictive.  Yet  unconditional 
amnesty  is  unreasonable,  as  he  sees  the 
issue.  He  mentions  that  some  men  were 
given  less  than  honorable  discharges 
which  had  little  or  nothing  to  do  with 
Vietnam,  such  as  insubordination  or  drug 
convictions.  Others  put  on  the  uniform 
and  then  deserted,  went  AWOL,  for  a 
multitude  of  reasons. 

“Blanket  amnesty  is  ridiculous,  as  well 
as  unfair,”  he  contends.  “Every  man’s 
case  is  different  and  ought  to  be  handled 
separately.” 

His  sense  of  justice,  though,  leads  him 
to  concede  that  "conditional  amnesty,” 
working  in  a  people  helping  project  like 
VISTA  for  several  years  in  lieu  of  a  jail 
sentence,  would  be  fair.  As  long  as  they 
accept  some  sort  of  obligation  of  service 
to  the  country,  similar  to  the  proposals 
President  Ford  is  presently  advocating, 
Allen  is  not  opposed  to  restoring  their 
rights  as  citizens. 

Six  years  ago  in  the  central  highlands 
of  South  Vietnam  near  the  Cambodian 
border.  Captain  Allen  Clark  of  the  Green 
Beret  heard  the  sudden  explosions  from 
enemy  mortars  around  him. 
Immediately  he  was  battered  down  in  a 
blast  of  noise,  dust  and  shock  wave,  “My 
God,  I'm  dead."  he  first  thoughts 

No,  he  wasn’t  dead,  he  soon 
discovered,  only  a  tangled  mass  of  bone 
and  blood  beneath  his  knees.  His  call  for 
help  brought  two  medics  running  through 
the  mortar  barrage;  they  placed  him  on 
a  stretcher  and  whisked  him  un¬ 
derground. 

“Those  guys  saved  my  life,”  Allen 
declared.  "They  didn’t  have  to  come  out 
from  their  safe  cover  to  aid  me,  but  they 
did.  I  found  a  high  respect  and  com¬ 
passion  for  each  other  among  U.S. 
soldiers  serving  in  Vietnam." 

One  leg  was  amputated  immediately. 
He  was  returned  to  the  states  within 
seven  days  and  then  the  other  was 
removed. 

“I  suppose,”  Allen  mused,  “marry 
of  us  in  that  next  level  below  dying  are 
the  lesser  known  aspect,  the  debris  of 
war  —  the  blinded,  the  amputees,  those 
with  spinal  cords  severed.  Some  are  still 
in  the  hospital;  they  never  will  get  out.” 

Hospitalized  15  months 

He  spent  15  months  in  Brooks  General 
Hospital  in  San  Antonio,  Tx.,  15  long 
months  during  which  he  thought  of 
nothing  but  putting  the  war  behind  him, 
learning  to  walk  again  and  adjusting  to  a 
new  life. 

Allen  was  high  in  his  praise  of  the 
military  chaplains  and  doctors  who  spent 
many  hours  helping  him  to  readjust.  A 
chaplain  had  even  prepared  his  wife 
Jacklyn  for  her  100  per  cent  disabled 
husband  prior  to  their  seeing  each  other 
on  his  return  .from  combat. 

It  must  have  worked.  Allen  went  back 
to  college  and  earned  a  masters  degree  in 
business  administration.  He  now  has  two 
baby  girls.  Christina  born  only  this  past 
summer.  He  is  in  his  fourth  year  with  one 
of  the  largest  banking  firms  in  Dallas. 

"I  am  very  grateful,”  he  said.  “My 
Christian  understanding  has  heightened 
in  the  past  few  years.  I’ve  gone  deeper 
into  the  Bible  and  I  am  walking  closer 
with  the  Lord." 

Would  you  do  it  all  again? 

"Yes.  I  would,"  replied  the  winner  of  a 
Silver  Star  for  gallantry  in  action  and  a 
Bronze  Star  for  meritorious  service. 

And  as  Allen  Clark,  a  bi-lateral  am¬ 
putee  who  stands  on  two  prosthesis,  not 
his  own  flesh,  extends  his  hand  in  a  firm 
handshake  in  closing,  you  know  he  means 
it. 


Church  bonds  muter  jin* 

Attorney  cautions  churches: 
‘Investigate  before  you  invest’ 


HOUSTON  (RNS)  —  An  attorney  for 
the  Houston  bureau  of  the  federal 
Securities  and  Exchange  Commission 
(SEC)  says  the  abuses  he  has  seen  in  the 
church  bond  market  may  have  been 
greater  than  in  any  other  area  of  the 
financial  securities  market. 

In  an  interview,  James  E.  Sims 
declared  that  “many  times  churches 
issue  bonds  when  they  really  don't  have 


lifted  by  6 bat 

DELAWARE,  Ohio  —  For  101  years  — 
give  or  take  a  few  —  bats  have  made 
their  home  in  thk  attic  of  Bellpoint  UMC, 
six  miles  west/ of  here.  The  evidence  of 
their  long  residency  has  been  piling  up 
over  the  past  century. 

This'  summer,  dedicated  church 
members  formed  a  bucket  brigade  and 
removed  more  than  1500  pounds  of  ac¬ 
cumulated  guano. 

They  scooped  the  dry  dung  into  five- 
gallon  buckets,  and,  passing  them  hand 
to  hand,  lowered  them  through  a  trap 
door  in  the  sanctuary  ceiling  —  the  only 
way  to  get  into  the  attic.  They  dumped 
the  droppings  into  55-gallon  plastic  bags. 
When  the  job  was  done,  they  had  filled  14 
bags. 

The  Rev.  Ken  Streitenberger  says  that 
the  nitrogen-rich  material  will  be  offered 
for  sale  at  the  church’s  annual  auction  in 
late  September. 

“We  had  scheduled  a  work  day  to  paint 
the  exterior  of  the  church,”  he  said.  “We 
were  rained  out  of  the  painting,  so  we 
decided  to  dig  into  the  bat  problem.” 

During  the  hot  and  dusty  two-hour 
operation,  a  few  of  the  attic  dwellers 
squeaked  in  annoyance  at  the  intrusion 
and  flitted  at  the  invaders.  The  brigade 
beat  a  hasty  retreat  for  a  rest  break. 

But  finally  the  chore  was  finished  and 
the  brigade  breathed  a  sigh  of  relief  —  a 
weighty  matter  had  been  lifted  from  the 
church.  The  holes  through  which  the  bats 
had  been  entering  were  patched,  in  the 


Oklahoma  church  people 
help  defeat  gambling  bill 

OKLAHOMA  CITY,  Ok.  —  Church 
people  still  have  political  clout  —  if  a 
recent  vote  here  in  the  state  is  any 
indication.  United  Methodists  combined 
with  other  denominations  to  campaign 
against  and  soundly  defeat  a  pari-mutuel 
gambling  bill  on  August  27. 

“We  won  by  over  60,000  votes,” 
reported  the  Rev.  Howard  Plowman, 
director  of  the  Council  on  Ministries  for 
the  United  Methodist  Oklahoma  Con¬ 
ference.  “The  ‘we’  is  the  Anti-Crime 
Council,  a  statewide  inter-church  group 
composed  mainly  of  laypersons.  We 
campaigned  against  the  bill  among  the 
churches  in  the  state.  I  am  convinced  we 
helped  turn  the  tide  against  the  pari¬ 
mutuel  bill.” 

The  legislative  proposal  to  allow  pari¬ 
mutuel  wagering  on  horse  racing  was 
placed  before  the  citizens  of  the  state  for 
vote  in  the  August  27  primary  election. 
The  Oklahoma  Annual  Conference  in 
May  had  passed  a  resolution  against  it. 

CEF  ‘Octoberfest  ’74’ 
begins  September  30 

GREEN  LAKE,  Wise.  (UMC)  -  With  a 
parade  in  the  streets,  "oom-pah-pah” 
bands,  folk  dancing,  log  rolling,  and 
platters  of  Bavarian  gastronomical 
delights,  the  Christian  Educators 
Fellowship:  (CEF)  will  launch  its  five- 
day  biennial  conference  here  September 
30  in  the  unconventional  style  for  which  it 
has  become  widely  known. 

The  “CEF  Oktoberfest  ’74”,  involving 
approximately  800  professional  Christian 
educators,  will  be  the  fourth  national 
conference  of  the  six-year-old  United 
Methodist-sponsored  group.  New 
Orleans,  San  Francisco,  and  Boston  were 
the  "learning  arenas”  for  the  first  three 
conferences. 

Historically  the  CEF  conference  is  the 
largest  gathering  of  professional  church 
educators  in  the  nation. 

Chairing  the  design  team  for  the  1974 
meeting  is  Kirk  McNeill,  minister  of 
education  at  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Gastonia,  N.C.  Other  team 
members  are  Maxine  Marshall,  Boulder, 
Colo.;  Evelyn  E.  Robbe,  Seattle,  Wash.; 
Edwin  T.  Upton,  Dallas,  Tex.;  and  CEF 
President  Donald  E.  Barnes,  Dallas, 
Tex.  and  the  Rev.  R.  Harold  Hipps,  CEF 
executive  officer  and  a  staff  member  of 
the  United  Methodist  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry. 

Connectional-charismatie 
‘wedding’  asked  by  bishop 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMC)'  - 
Speaking  at  the  close  of  an  orientation 
and  training  session  for  new  district 
superintendents  and  conference  Council 
directors.  Bishop  Paul  A.  Washburn  of 
Chicago  called  for  a  wedding  between 
connectional  persons  and  honest 
charisma. 

Such  a  wedding  would  take  place,  he 
said,  “If  there  could  really  shine  forth 
through  chosen  persons  evidence  of  in¬ 
dividuals  saturated  and  commanded  by 
the  grace  of  God  which  is  the  only  source 
of  honest  charisma." 

In  the  district  superintendency.  Bishop 
Washburn  said  the  concept  of  con- 


any  business  doing  so.”  He  urged 
prospective  investors  in  church  bonds  to 
“investigate  before  you  invest.” 

Mr.  Sims,  who  has  been  with  the  SEC 
for  10  years,  noted  that  bond  sales  are 
sometimes  “the  last  resort”  for  churches 
that  cannot  qualify  for  loans  from  banks 
and  mortgage  companies. 

Church  bonds  present  a  complex  legal 
problem,  he  said,  because  they  are 


hope  of  making  another  bat  brigade 
unnecessary  in  future  years. 


'lia Is  in  the  belfry * 


Down  from  the  attic  of  Bellpoint  United 
Methodist  Church,  via  bucket  brigade, 
comes  more  than  1500  pounds  of  bat 
droppings,  accumulated  over  the  past  100 
years.  Here,  Joe  Sheldrick  hands  a  five- 
gallon-bucketful  to  Jim  Ingmire. 


nectionalism  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church  comes  to  its  sharpest  personal 
focus. 

Connectionalism,  he  added,  should  call 
to  mind  covenant  and  church,  not  in¬ 
stitutionalism  and  bureaucracy. 

Baptist  opposes  tax 
breaks  on  giving 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (RNS)  —  Dr. 
James  E.  Wood,  Jr.,  executive  director 
of  the  Baptist  Joint  Committee  on  Public 
Affairs,  has  charged  that  a  bill  now 
before  Congress  designed  to  promote 
charitable  giving  would  violate  the 
principle  of  voluntarism  in  religion. 

He  expressed  opposition  to  H.R.  15722, 
sponsored  by  Rep.  H.  John  Heinz  III  (R- 
Pa.),  which  would  allow  taxpayers  the 
option  of  taking  a  tax  credit  for  50  per 
cert  of  their  charitable  contributions  in 
lieu  of  the  lower  deductions 

While  the  tax  credit  limit  would  be  $500 
for  the  single  taxpayer  or  $1 ,000  on  a  joint 
return,  the  net  effect  of  the  plan  would  be 
to  increase  a  middle-income  taxpayer’s 
deduction  from  the  current  15  or  20  per 
cent  to  50  per  cent  should  the  measure 
become  law. 


exempt  from  some  federal  laws,  but  not 
exempt  from  others.  Yet,  the  SEC  at¬ 
torney  added,  “the  church  bond  market 
is  the  least  regulated  (area)  of  the 
securities  market.” 

Under  a  provision  of  a  1933  law,  church 
bonds  are  exempt  from  the  SEC 
registration  required  of  corporate  and 
municipal  bonds.  But  the  anti-fraud 
section  of  that  same  law  provides  that  all 
bonds  must  be  sold  with  “full  and 
complete  disclosure”  of  the  financial 
records  of  the  organization  selling  the 
bonds. 

It  states  that  purchasers  of  all 
securities  must  be  told  all  the  pertinent 
facts  about  the  financial  health  of  the 
issuing  organization,  and  that  these 
disclosures  must  be  totally  accurate  and 
not  omit  any  facts  necessary  to  explain 
the  organization’s  financial  health. 

Mr.  Sims  commented  that  “the  facts 
must  be  presented  from  an  accountant’s 
point  of  view,  not  from  the  viewpoint  of 
an  optimistic  and  zealous  minister.” 

Despite  the  law,  the  SEC  attorney  said, 
investors  in  church  bonds  are  frequently 
not  given  a  ‘‘full  and  complete 
disclosure"  of  the  financial  records  of  the 
church  selling  the  bonds. 

"Where  people  are  willing  to  give  the 
money  for  a  church,  that’s  one  thing,"  he 
said.  "But  when  the  bonds  are  sold  in 
competition  with  other  securities,  that’s 
another  matter.” 

When  the  SEC  finds  a  violation  of  the 
law,  it  asks  a  federal  court  to  stop  the 
church  from  issuing  the  bonds,  Mr.  Sims 
explained  that  the  agency  does  not  take 
the  church  to  court  because  it  cannot 
financially  support  the  payments  on  the 
bonds,  but  because  the  withholding  of  a 
weak  financial  condition  from  the  public 
can  be  considered  fraudulent 
The  SEC  attorney  denied  allegations 
that  his  office  is  "in  the  business  of 
putting  churches  out  of  business." 
Rather,  he  said,  “our  function  is  to 
protect  the  investing  public  and  the 
public  at  large  in  respect  to  the  securities 
offered  for  sale.” 

According  to  Mr.  Sims,  "the  fact  that 
securities  are  issued  by  a  church  is  really 
not  material,  although  in  that  kind  of 
emotionally  charged  situation  that  might 
be  the  feeling  on  the  part  of  the  people 
who  have  been  subject  to  the 
proceedings.” 

He  affirmed  that  “whether  it  is  a 
church  or  a  corporation  you  have  to 
apply  the  same  standards.  Why  should 
the  public  be  subjected  to  inferior 
securities  merely  because  they  happen  to 
be  issued  by  a  church  rather  than  by  a 
corporation?” 

So  many  church  bond  issues  in  the 
Houston  area  were  declared  illegal  in  the 
past  five  years  that  Mr.  Sims  said  he 
could  not  remember  the  total.  But  he 
reported  that  four  of  the  six  church  bond 
brokers  in  the  Houston  area  have  closed 
down  in  that  period,  partially  because  of 
pressure  from  his  office. 

Most  of  the  suits  were  pursued,  not 
because  “bonds  were  issued  to  purely 
line  somebody’s  pocket,"  Mr.  Sims  said, 
but  because  insufficient  or  untruthful 
information  was  presented. 

Thanks  to  the  SEC’s  policing  action, 
the  attorney  feels  that  the  church  bond 
market  today  is  probably  safer  than  it 
was  five  years  ago.  But  he  cautioned  that 
the  current  mortgage  money  squeeze 
which  is  forcing  many  churches  to  turn  to 
bond  sales  could  bring  about  similar 
problems  again. 

Younger,  smaller,  more  autonomous 
churches  that  are  trying  to  expand  are 
most  likely  to  have  problems,  according 
to  Mr.  Sims.  He  said  church  bond  failures 
occur  mostly  in  the  South,  among  fun¬ 
damentalist  groups. 


Classified 

Rate:  25c  per  word,  figure  or  Initial  per  In¬ 
sertion.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on 
contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  in  advance.  Minimum  charge  of  $6.25 

HAVE  YOU  RECEIVED  your  copy  of  "A 
Methodist  Is.  .  .”  the  new  book  of  100 
humorous  cartoons  about  us  church  members? 

Still  only  $1.50  from  Cokesbury. 

Service  charge  or  blind  ads  SI .00  per  Insertion 

FUND  RAISING  -  Selling  Calpeco  Shelled 

WORLDWIDE  METHODIST  HOLY  Land 

Tour  and  Evangelism  Convocation.  November 

16-23.  1974.  Outstanding  speakers,  seminars. 

5623.  7-day  Athens-Rome  opUonal  extension 
available.  For  brochure:  Bob  Sanders.  Box 

793.  Winters.  Texas  79567. 

Pecans  may  be  just  the  fund  raising  project  for 
your  Church  Circle.  W.S.C.S..  or  Sunday 
School  Class.  For  full  Information  without 
obligation  write  today:  Calhoun  Pecan  Co.. 

Dept.  TM,  P.O.  Box  632.  Florence,  South 
Carolina  29501. 

PREGNANT?  UNMARRIED?  Give  your  baby 
a  home  and  a  chance  at  life!  The  Methodist 
Mission  Home  In  San  Antonio  offers  a  com¬ 
plete.  confldenUal  service  on  your  proolems. 

Good  living  situation,  warm  acceptance,  best 

CONFERENCE  BUSINESS  MANAGER- 
TREASURER:  The  Callfornla-Nevada  Con¬ 
ference  has  this  position  open.  Apply  to:  Mel 
Brown.  1149  Jamestown  Dr.,  Sunnyvale.  Cal. 
94087. 

medical  care,  expert  counseling  and  con¬ 
tinuing  high  school  education.  Call  or  write: 

Rev.  Harold  Burk  hard  t.  6487  Whitby  Rd..  San 
Antonio.  Texas  78240.  Phone  (512)  696-2410. 

A  UNIQUE  OPPORTUNITY.  A  successful 
retired  salesman  or  minister  to  represent  one 
of  America’s  fastest  growing  religious  radio 
programs  In  your  area.  Exceptionally  good 

HOMEPARENTS  NEEDED  for  child  care. 
These  are  full  time  positions  for  married 

Methodist  Hour.  Box  77,  Orlando,  Florida 

salary,  we  provide  meals,  laundry  service, 
living  quarters  while  on  duty,  sick  leave;  also 
Insurance  and  retirement  programs  are 
available.  Applicants  must  be  non-smokers, 
non-drinkers,  high  school  graduate,  preferably 
with  college  training.  These  positions  can 
provide  very  rewarding  experiences.  Please 
contact  the  personnel  Department,  Methodist 
Home,  1111  Herring  Ave..  Waco,  Texas  76708. 

WANTED:  PERSONNEL 

Youth  Director:  Qualifications:  Willingness 
to  assume  assigned  work,  preaching  not 

required,  though  accepted.  B.D..  or 

equivalent.  Comfortable  In  an  evangelical 

theological  openness.  Loves  the  Lord  Jesus 

and  can  speak  of  the  adventure  of  personal 
relationship.  Joyful  commitment  to  Christian 
social  action.  Sustained  success  in  local  church 

REFORMATION  HERITAGE  TOUR  to 
England.  France.  Germany.  Netherlands  with 
Bishop  and  Mrs  McFerrin  Stowe.  Nine  days 
beginning  April  7.  1975.  from  Dallas.  $649.  For 
brochure:  Bob  Sanders.  Box  793.  Winters. 
Texas  79567.  (915)-754-5213. 

munlcator  of  Scripture.  Naturalness  for  well- 
conceived  program.  Joy  In  growth  of  laity. 
Calm,  perceptive  In  counselling.  Abstainer 
from  smoking  and  alcohol.  Administrative 
flexibility,  creativity,  and  effectiveness  under 
minimum  supervision.  Outdoorsman. 

BILINGUAL  COMMUNITY  DEVELOPER 
needed  to  work  with  the  coordlnaUng  com¬ 
mittee  of  Rankin  Center  and  El  Buen 
Samarltano  United  Methodist  Church.  Full¬ 
time  employment.  Call:  Miss  Mabel  Whited. 

(214 >-742-6674.  or  Rev.  Daniel  ArguIJo,  (214)- 
747-2790. 

Recruiter  who  communicates  well  with  adults 
as  well  as  youth.  No  specific  statement  of 
duties  Included  because  you  either  know  and 
are  carrying  them  out.  or  you  are  not  suc¬ 
ceeding.  Plan  to  do  all  asked  of  you  without 
drawing  any  lines. 

Opportunities:  Growth  situation  In 

CHURCH  ORGANIST  NEEDED.  Salary 
negotiable.  Interviews  to  begin  immediately. 
New  Rogers  Electronic  organ.  Pleasant 
Mound  United  Methodist  Church,  8301  Bruton 

Rd..  S.  E..  Dallas.  Texas  75217. 

thuslastic  staff  In  six  program  areas. 
Dynamic,  well-financed  laity  and  program. 
Large  youth  participation.  Congregation  ready 
to  switch  from  part-time  workers  to  ftiU-tlme. 
Move  from  your  situation  to  ours  not  required 

FOR  SALE:  Four  lots  —  Forest  Park 
Cemetery.  Lawndale.  Houston,  Texas.  Rev. 
Gordon  Gautreaux,  201  West  24th  St..  Chester. 

Pa.  19013. 

whatever  your  level  of  accomplishments  and 
abilities.  Send  resume  and  picture:  Rev. 
Richard  M.  Freeman.  P.O.  Box  7464.  Waco. 
Texas.  76710.  All  Inquiries  confidential. 
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Campus  ministry:  Gone 


turbulent  days 


TM/  UMR  Slaff  Special 

NASHVILLE  —  Gone  are  the  turbulent 
days  on  campus  of  several  years  ago  — 
the  mass  protests  against  the  Vietnam 
War,  the  take  over  of  buildings  by  radical 
students  and  the  fire-bombing  of 
laboratories. 

Instead,  on  today’s  campus  walks  a 
different  sort  of  student  —  one  who  raises 
questions  of  morality  in  law  and  medi¬ 
cine,  who  searches  for  spiritual  reality 
beyond  the  person,  and  who  worries 
about  how  to  cope  with  personal  matters. 

These  significant  trends  mark  the 
campus  now  from  only  a  few  years  ago, 
according  to  the  compiled  reports  of 
campus  ministers  across  United 
Methodism.  Eugene  A.  Ransom  reported 
the  information  in  a  communique  to 
members  of  the  United  Methodist  Board 
of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry  and  to 


TM/  UMR  in  a  telephone  interview.  Mr. 
Ransom  is  the  assistant  general 
secretary  of  the  Section  of  Campus 
Ministry  of  the  board  which  relates  to  the 
church's  421  campus  ministry  units  with 
their  annual  budgets  exceeding  four  and 
one-half  million  dollars. 

‘‘Students  today  are  far  more  con¬ 
cerned  with  local  and  personal  issues 
than  with  national  issues.”  he  said. 
‘‘They  want  to  see  the  results  of  their 
efforts  and  they  did  not  see  results  during 
the  past  few  years  on  the  national  level.” 

So  they  turn  to  issues  they  can  handle. 
“Many  campus  ministry  units  have 
crisis  centers  or  ‘hot  lines,’  ”  Mr.  Ran¬ 
som  said.  “They  are  served  by  trained 
university  students  who  make  proper 
referrals  for  persons  facing  such 
problems  as  suicide,  drug  crisis,  problem 
pregnancy,  career  confusion,  loneliness 


and  many  others.”  He  reports  that 
students  frequently  use  the  campus 
ministry  center  services  because  they 
feel  that  reporting  their  problems  to  the 
university  might  reflect  on  their  records. 

Corresponding  to  that  same  trend,  Mr. 
Ransom  noted  in  the  communique  that 
campus  ministers  are  reporting  a  deep 
concern  on  the  part  of  students  that  the 
question  of  values  be  raised  in  all  areas 
of  life.  “Campus  ministry  is  responding 
to  this  need,”  he  said,  “by  providing 
programs  that  deal  with  concerns  such 
as  medical  ethics,  legal  ethics,  business 
ethics,  value  as  it  relates  to  career 
choice,  and  in  marriage  and  family  life, 
ethics  in  relation  to  sex  and  other 
programs  that  deal  with  questions  of 
value.” 

Students  turn  to  the  campus  minister, 
he  reported,  because  that  person 


are  the 


represents  the  church  and  can  help  them 
deal  with  those  questions. 

If  the  campus  seems  quiet.  Mr.  Ran¬ 
som  said,  that  does  not  mean  that  the 
personal  lives  of  students  or  university 
personnel  are  at  peace.  “Campus 
ministers  report  more  hours  spent  in 
counseling  and  pastoral  care  of  persons 
than  ever  before,”  he  said.  The  search  is 
inward. 

Another  “encouraging  phenomenon” 
on  campus  that  Mr.  Ransom  pointed  to 
was  what  he  termed  “spiritual 
questing.”  Students  seem  to  have  a 
“hunger  to  find  meaning  for  their  lives 
beyond  academic  life  or  career  orien¬ 
tation,”  he  explained.  “Often  this  leads 
to  a  community  of  persons  gathering  for 
worship  or  renewal  interest  in  Bible 
study  and  in  small  groups  for  the  purpose 
of  sharing  and  personal  growth.  And 


campus  ministry  provides  the  setting 
and  opportunity  for  this  growth  to  take 
place." 

No  longer  do  the  pastor  of  the  local 
church  near  the  campus  and  the  campus 
minister  see  each  other  as  competitors, 
as  the  case  has  often  been  in  past  years, 
Mr.  Ransom  said.  “Today  there  is  a  new 
spirit  of  cooperation.  The  campus 
minister’s  role  is  now  one  of  broker  or 
bridge  builder  between  the  university, 
the  local  church,  and  the  community.” 

A  perennial  problem  is  finances  —  or 
more  accurately,  the  lack  of  adequate 
financing  for  this  ministry  of  the  church. 
During  the  two  year  period  of  1972-73,  the 
church  gave  $4,277,000  to  campus 
ministry.  While  that  amount  represents 
an  eight  per  cent  increase  over  the  two 
year  period  before,  Mr.  Ransom  said,  it 
did  not  keep  up  with  inflation. 


The  United  Methodist  Church  operates 
184  Wesley  Foundations  on  state  college 
campuses  and  participates  in  237  united 
campus  ministries  in  which  three  or 
more  denominations  work  together.  Mr. 
Ransom  reported  that  31  annual  con¬ 
ferences  have  joined  the  ecumenical 
United  Ministries  in  Higher  Education, 
an  organization  that  brings  together 
leaders  of  eight  Protestant  churches  for 
coordinated  planning  and  financing  on 
regional  basis. 

In  addition,  United  Methodism  has  77 
part-time  campus  ministries  usually 
operated  by  the  pastor  of  a  local  church. 

On  the  whole,  Mr.  Ransom  concluded, 
“I  am  encouraged  and  hopeful  in  what  I 
see  in  campus  ministry  today.  The 
church  has  exciting  new  programs  and 
healthy  new  trends  that  were  not  evident 
a  few  years  ago.” 


New  college  life 
defines  6 Ministry 9 


At  University 

By  BUD  HERRON 
Staff  Writer 

RENO,  Nev.  —  How  does  a  physician 
define  death?  Where  does  medical  ex¬ 
perimentation  on  human  beings  cross 
moral  barriers?  Should  a  physician 
decide  when  a  patient  should  be  allowed 
to  die? 

These  are  questions  nearly  every 
young  medical  doctor  must  come  to  grips 
with  very  soon  after  leaving  school  to 
enter  practice.  They  also  are  questions 
University  of  Nevada  medical  school 
students  are  being  helped  to  face  before 
leaving  school  through  a  unique  campus 
ministry  program  sponsored  here  jointly 
by  the  United  Methodist  and  Roman 
Catholic  churches. 

Director  of  the  program  at  the  Center 
for  Religion  and  Life  is  the  Rev.  John 
Dodson,  a  41-year-old  United  Methodist 
minister  who  helped  found  the  center  in 
1968.  Helping  Mr.  Dodson  is  Nadine 
DeWitt,  a  United  Methodist  laywoman; 


Of  Nevada 

Dr.  Robert  Foster,  a  Catholic  priest;  and 
Dr.  John  Marschall,  a  former  Catholic 
priest. 

The  purpose  of  the  center  is  to  deal 
with  all  the  traditional  functions  of  the 
campus  ministry,  but  at  the  same  time  to 
operate  unique  programs  in  the  fields  of 
medical  ethics  and  public  policy. 

Through  group  discussions,  forum 
presentations  and  individual  counseling, 
Mr.  Dodson  and  his  staff  challenge 
medical  students  and  undergraduates  at 
the  university  to  tackle  the  ethical 
questions  they  are  bound  to  meet  in  their 
professions. 

The  center  also  sponsors  a  series  of 
non-credit  courses  in  ethics  for  both  the 
Reno  student  population  and  the  com¬ 
munity  as  a  whole.  With  about  a  50-50 
college-community  split  in  attendance, 
such  subjects  are  discussed  as  “Death 
and  Dying  —  Who  Decides?”  and  “Why 
Am  I  Afraid  To  Live?” 


A  more  tranquil  life  on  campus 


For  Pittsburgh  colleges 


PITTSBURGH,  Pa  -  Commuter 
colleges,  where  small  numbers  of 
students  or  no  students  actually  live  on 
campus,  pose  considerable  problems  for 
the  outreach  of  a  campus  ministry 
program. 

Here  in  Pittsburgh  an  ecumenical 
campus  ministry  program  supported  in 
part  by  the  United  Methodist  Church  has 
come  to  grips  with  some  of  those 
problems  by  dealing  with  campus  and 
city  as  one  and  not  separate  outreaches. 

One  of  the  persons  involved  in  that 
program  is  Ken  Neeley,  a  25-year-old 
national  short  term  missionary  (US-2) 
with  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

Mr  Neeley  works  with  students  at 
Camegy-Mellon  College  in  the  Oakland 
section  of  Pittsburgh  where  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Pittsburgh  and  Allegheny  Com¬ 
munity  College  also  are  located. 

He  and  other  workers  in  the  campus- 
city  program  work  with  the  basic  under¬ 
standing  that,  in  Pittsburgh,  to  deal  with 


campus  ministry  one  must  also  deal  with 
the  city. 

“One  of  our  main  concerns,”  he  says, 
“is  that  the  school  and  the  community  be 
given  opportunities  to  work  together  to 
solve  mutual  problems.  We  want  to  get 
persons,  for  instance,  at  the  university 
level  to  look  at  what  they  are  learning  in 
terms  of  local  issues. 

“A  person  studying  criminal  justice, 
for  instance,  needs  to  be  encouraged  to 
look  at  what  he  has  learned  in  terms  of 
the  community.” 

Many  staff  programs  are  therefore 
designed  to  bring  persons  in  the  city 
together  with  persons  in  the  college  for 
interaction  and  problem  solving. 

Another  outgrowth  of  the  program  has 
been  an  inter  racial,  inter-cultural 
children’s  care  center.  It  serves  as  a  day 
care  center  for  parents  who  are  at¬ 
tending  college  and  also  as  a  learning 
center  for  the  children. 


At  Ohio  State  University 


COLUMBUS,  Ohio  —  For  the  Rev. 
Darrell  Rohr  campus  ministry  at  Ohio 
State  University  means  “legal  ethics." 

A  part  of  a  unique  campus  ministry 
program,  Mr.  Rohr  spends  his  time  with 
students  at  the  OSU  school  of  law  — 
taking  part  in  discussions,  classes  and 
seminars. 

He  designed  and  set  up  the  program 
himself  about  18  months  ago  to  fill  a  need 
he  sees  to  help  law  students  “learn  to 
survive  as  people-centered  individuals  in 
a  corporate  world,” 

“There  is  no  law  school  course  that  can 
answer  many  of  the  value  questions 
facing  young  attorneys  today,”  Mr.  Rohr 
said.  “The  whole  Watergate  thing,  for 
instance,  brings  up  a  whole  set  of 
questions  about  legal  ethics  that  should 
be  answered.  I’m  helping  law  students 
come  to  grips  with  those  questions.” 

He  has  several  ways  of  doing  this.  First 
of  all,  he  sits  in  on  law  classes  and  takes 


part  in  classroom  discussions,  in¬ 
terjecting  the  sort  of  Christian,  ethical 
questions  that  normally  would  be 
missing  in  such  discussions. 

He  also  teaches  seminars  in 
cooperation  with  OSU  law  professors. 
The  seminars  are  on  “law  and  theology” 
and  attempt  to  deal  with  the  theological 
as  well  as  the  legal  aspects  of  such  issues 
as  abortion  and  amnesty. 

In  addition,  this  fall  he  hopes  to  con¬ 
duct  meetings  at  which  professionals  in 
the  law  field  will  meet  with  students  for 
discussions  on  such  ethical  issues  as  the 
setting  of  fees  and  the  question  of 
whether  or  not  an  attorney  is  a  “hired 
gun"  willing  to  take  on  the  cause  of  any 
paying  client  regardless  of  issues. 

Mr.  Rohr,  36,  holds  a  degree  in 
theology  from  Princeton  School  of 
Theology  and  a  master  of  arts  degree  in 
philosophy  from  the  University  of 
Illinois. 


laise  *40  to  *400 

for  your  church  or  group 
rith  Wade’s  Praying  Hands 


II  you've  ever  searched  frantically  lor  a  pen  to  write 
down  an  important  phone  number  or  message 
you'll  know  why  Wade's  new  TELE-A-DIAL 
Pen  Set  sells  on  sight'  It’s  such  an  attrac¬ 
tive  way  to  solve  the  problem  Praying 
Hands  against  sky  blue  and  religious  scrip¬ 
ture  m  red  and  white  make  this  both  in- 
spirational  and  practical  too  About  SIV 
long  with  self-adhesive  back  that 
easily  and  lirmly  to  all  phones  or  any 
llat  surface.  Ball  point  pen  has  dialer 
to  save  fingernails  Lovely  set  sells  tof 
SI  00 -and  your  group  makes  40 c 
proht  on  each  sale'  That's  why  it's 
so  easy  lo  fill  out  you r  treasury  the 
Wade  way-without  risking  a  cent. 

We  ship  on  credit  Send  for 
details  today. 


Rev .  Sallie  Crenshaw 
is  still  a  church  pioneer 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 
Where  could  you 
ever  find  a  black 
woman  with  enough 
sense  to  start  a  day 
care  center?” 

The  year  was 
1947.  The  senti¬ 
ments.  spoken  and 
unspoken,  were 
pretty  much  signs 
of  the  times.  Rev.  Sallie  Crenshaw 

Today  in  Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  another 
word  is  going  out.  Whether  it’s  from  the 
mayor’s  office,  a  large  downtown  church 
or  the  Good  Shepherd  Fold  Day  Care 
Center,  it’s  this:  “Call  Sallie  Crenshaw. 
She’ll  know  how  to  get  it  done.” 

For  the  record,  the  Rev.  Sallie  A. 
Crenshaw  had  more  than  enough  sense  to 
start  that  center,  and  keep  it  going  for  25 
years.  If  the  white  minister  who  doubted 
her  had  only  known  it,  pioneering  was 
nothing  new  to  Sallie. 

She  was  licensed  to  preach  in  the 
1930's.  She  was  one  of  the  first  women  to 
become  a  full  member  of  a  Conference  — 
probably  the  first  black  woman,  in  1958, 
(East  Tennessee,  Central  Jurisdiction.) 
She  had  labored  in  urban  ministries  long 
before  the  term  was  coined.  And  she  had 
been  the  first  black  student  in  several 
colleges  where  dormitories  were  off- 
limits  to  her  race. 

If  Sallie  Crenshaw  ever  writes  her 
memoirs,  they’ll  read  like  a  history  in 
microcosm  of  the  modern-day  home 
mission  field.  They’ll  be  remarkable 
because  she’s  a  woman  and  she’s  black. 
But  they  won’t  wave  flags  for  women’s 
liberation  or  the  civil  rights  movement. 

“I’m  not  excited  about  these  things,” 
she  told  TM/  UMR.  “What  we’re  called 
to  is  the  dedicated  life.  Being  a  black 
woman  should  just  give  me  added 
compassion  for  the  troubles  and  heart¬ 
aches  in  the  world.” 

She  found  plenty  of  both  in  Chat¬ 
tanooga  in  1947.  Sent  there  by  the  Board 
of  Missions  to  do  a  survey  of  neglected 
areas,  she  soon  took  over  an  old  beer 
joint  to  start  a  Sunday  School.  “I  cried 
when  I  saw  conditions  there,”  she 
remembers  —  but  in  typical  Crenshaw 
fashion  she  didn’t  waste  much  time 
crying. 

Going  house  to  house,  she  and  a  white 
Catholic  friend  recruited  “65  poor,  dirty 
little  children,  black  and  white  —  we 
were  integrated  from  the  beginning  — ” 
her  first  Sunday.  “There  we  were  —  dirt 
floor,  no  plumbing,  sitting  on  over-turned 
beer  cases,  singing  ‘Jesus  Loves  Me’.  But 
first  we  fed  them.  That  you  must  always 
do  first.” 

Soon  the  little  mission  school  became  a 
day  care  center.  Thanks  to  Sallie's  fund¬ 
raising  skills,  friends,  civic  clubs  and  the 
Board  of  Missions,  the  enterprise 
graduated  to  part  of  an  old  house. 

In  October,  1954,  a  shining  new  day 
care  center  was  erected. 

Sally  had  heard  that  money  might  be 
available  from  a  charitable  foundation, 
“so  I  got  all  dressed  up  and  went  to  call 
on  them.  You  have  to  look  nice  when  you 
ask  for  mission  money,”  she  chuckles. 
It  paid  off.  With  $15,000  and  a  matching 


$15,000  from  the  Board  of  Missions,  Sallie 
acquired  the  haven  she  needed  for  her 
“little  people.”  More  than  2,000  children 
have  now  found  care  at  Good  Shepherd. 

Some  additional  land  was  acquired, 
too.  where  today  stand  well-renovated 
rental  homes  on  property  beautified  by 
local  garden  clubs  and  residents.  If 
there’s  ever  a  “monument”  to  the  lady 
who  started  it  all,  she  hopes  it  will  be  in 
the  naming  of  that  little  street  “Sallie 
Crenshaw  Circle.” 

In  all  her  years  with  the  Board  of 
Missions  —  as  speaker  for  mission  in¬ 
stitutes  across  the  country,  curriculum 
consultant  for  “simple  language,” 
supply  pastor,  adviser  to  young  people  on 
church  vocations  —  there  are  two  hang¬ 
ups  Sallie  hasn’t  had  time  for: 
segregation  and  women’s  lib. 

On  segregation:  “It’s  poisoned  our 
hearts  and  it’s  not  necessary.  We’re  all 
the  same  when  we’re  in  trouble.”  On 
women:  “I  get  along  fine  with  men,  but  I 
don’t  whine  and  carry  on.  Two  things  I’ve 
learned:  Don’t  be  late  and  don’t  gossip.” 

Recently  Sallie  served  as  secretary  to 
the  Chattanooga  charter  commission  — 
again  the  only  black.  Now  she’s  hot  on  the 
trail  of  restoration  funds  after  a  down¬ 
town  bombing,  working  with  the  city’s 
human  services  department. 

Officially  retired,  Mrs.  Crenshaw  is 
still  a  pioneer. 

Church  camp 
attendance 
bounces  back 

NASHVILLE  (RNS)  —  After  declining 
for  several  years,  United  Methodist 
summer  camping  and  other  outdoor 
ministries  bounced  back  in  1973,  the 
denomination’s  camping  consultant 
reported  here. 

Last  year,  167,917  persons  took  part  in 
regional  conference  and  district  camps, 
according  to  Melvin  A.  Moody.  The  total 
was  23  per  cent  higher  than  in  1972. 

Mr.  Moody  said  statistics  were  not 
available  on  local  church-sponsored 
camps  but  that  all  reports  indicated  they 
were  growing  in  popularity. 

The  United  Methodist  Appalachian 
Service  Project  also  continued  to  grow  in 
1974.  More  than  2,735  volunteers,  mostly 
high  school  youths,  repaired  424  homes, 
at  no  cost  to  the  owners,  and  drilled  nine 
wells. 

The  Appalachian  project  was  launched 
five  years  ago.  It  has  spread  from  five 
centers  in  Kentucky,  to  locales  in 
Wisconsin,  Arkansas  and  North  Carolina. 

Fifteen  centers  are  expected  to  be 
functional  next  year,  and  2,000  young 
people  have  already  applied  for  the  1975 
season. 

Groups  of  youths  come  from  local 
churches  participate  in  one  or  two-week 
periods.  They  provide  their  own  support 
and  often  bring  their  own  building  sup¬ 
plies. 

Homes  in  poor  areas  are  repaired  at  no 
cost  to  the  residents. 


Noted  surgeon  disclaims 
Miss  Kuhlman’s  healing 


MINNEAPOLIS  (RNS)  —  A  noted 
Minnesota  surgeon  and  author,  after 
following  up  on  the  cases  of  26  patients 
who  thought  they  had  been  “healed”  at  a 
famous  faith  healer’s  religious  services 
here,  says  he  couldn’t  find  a  single  cured 
patient  in  the  group. 

Dr.  William  A.  Nolen  of  Litchfield, 
Minn.,  who  wrote  the  best-seller,  The 
Making  of  a  Surgeon,  also  says  that  the 
limited  improvement  reported  by  some 
patients  can  easily  be  explained  either  by 
the  normal  up-and-down  courses  of  the 
diseases  or  the  power  of  suggestion. 

He  found  two  cancer  patients  in  much 
worse  shape.  He  found  that  some  patients 
didn’t  even  suffer  from  the  disease 
reported,  and  one  who  dramatically  left  a 
wheelchair  she  didn’t  really  need. 

But  no  intentional  fraud  was  un¬ 
covered. 

The  study  of  faith  healing  was  done  as 
part  of  a  new  book,  Healing :  a  Doctor  in 
Search  of  a  Miracle,  that  he  has  written 
for  publication  in  January. 


contact  them.  Some,  he  said,  realized  by 
the  next  day  they  hadn’t  been  helped  at 
all  and  “would  like  to  forget  it  now.” 

Some  couldn’t  be  found.  But  Dr.  Nolen 
did  end  up  interviewing  23  people  on  the 
list. 

“These  were  people  who  still  insisted 
they  had  been  cured,  or  they  hedged  it 
and  said  they  had  been  helped,”  he  ex¬ 
plained.  But  as  a  doctor,  after  studying 
these  cases,  he  wrote  that  “I  was  led  to 
an  inescapable  conclusion.  Not  one  had 
been  miraculously  cured  of  anything.” 

All  had  illnesses  —  from  acne  to 
walking  problems  —  that  either  have 
normal  up-and-down  courses,  or  are 
influenced  easily  by  the  powers  of 
suggestion,  or  both,  he  explained.  '• 

One,  for  example,  was  a  tall  intelligent 
18-year-old  girl  suffering  from  multiple 
sclerosis.  She  once  had  been  confined  to  a 
wheelchair,  but  with  conventional 
medical  treatment  now  easily  could  walk 
with  a  cane. 

But  she  had  become  tired  waiting  in 
line  to  enter  the  healing  services  and  was 
given  a  wheelchair  in  which  to  rest. 


Do.  Nolen  attended  services  held  by 
Kathryn  Kuhlman  because,  he  noted  in 
excerpts  from  the  book  published  in  the 
current  McCall’s  Magazine,  he  considers 
her  “probably  the  most  highly  regarded 
of  the  Christian  faith  healers.” 

“I  went  into  this  not  to  put  down 
Kathryn  Kuhlman  —  anything  but,”  he 
explained  in  an  interview  with  the  Min¬ 
neapolis  Tribune,  pointing  out  that  his 
own  religious  background  had  convinced 
him  that  faith  could  play  some  role  in 
healing. 

“Doctors  have  a  bad  reputation  for 
being  nay-sayers  without  looking,”  he 
added.  “I  would  have  been  delighted  if  I 
could  have  demonstrated  that  this  was 
divine  intervention.” 

With  Miss  Kuhlman’s  permission,  he 
served  as  an  attendant  at  her  services  in 
the  Minneapolis  Auditorium  in  June  1973, 
helping  push  patients  in  wheelchairs.  He 
wrote  down  the  names  and  addresses  of 
82  persons  who,  responding  to  Miss 
Kuhlman’s  appeal  to  come  to  the  stage  if 
“you’ve  been  healed,”  walked  or  were 
wheeled  up. 

Six  weeks  later  he  begun  attempts  to 


When  Miss  Kuhlman  said,  “Go  into  the 
aisle,  you  people  with  spinal  injury,  but 
don’t  come  up  on  the  stage  ‘till  you  know 
you’ve  been  healed,”  the  girl  said  she  felt 
a  tingling  in  her  spine  and  walked  onto 
the  stage  —  with  an  usher  dramatically 
bringing  the  wheelchair  up  behind  her. 

After  the  services,  she  continued  using 
the  cane,  but  told  Dr.  Nolen  she  felt  her 
walking  had  improved. 

“Her  doctors  had  been  unable  to 
measure  any  real  change  in  her  muscle 
strength,”  Dr.  Nolen  reported,  and  “to 
my  eyes  there  was  no  discernible  im¬ 
provement  in  her  gait."  She  did  report 
less  headaches. 

Dr.  Noled  noted  that  multiple  sclerosis 
is  a  disease  whose  “symptoms  may  come 
and  go,”  and  in  which  the  person’s 
mental  attributes  play  a  role  in  how  they 
feel. 
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pastor,  inown  nere  are  those  who  took  part. 


This  group  represents  the  134  who  attended  VCS  at  Live  Oak  Church  this  summer. 
W.  Ed  Parks  is  pastor. 


120  children  attended  VCS  at  Pharr  Chapel  Church.  Morgan  City.  Mrs.  Bob  L 
Lawton  was  director.  Pastor  is  Bob  Lawton. 


Some  of  the  children  and  workers  who  participated  in  a  very  successful  VCS  at 
Gretna  Church.  Mrs.  Helen  Strawn  was  director;  George  W.  Harbuck  is  pastor. 


The  newly  completed  Luther  Booth  Memorial  Building  was  bulging  at  its  seams 
with  some  SO  children  and  workers  .  .  ."at  VCS,  Ingleside  Church.  Baton  Rouge. 
Pastor  is  Fred  S.  Flurry. 

syn.im 


More  than  SO  persons  took  part  as  students,  leaders  and  teachers  in  VCS  at  St 
James  Church,  Marrero.  Pastor  J.  David  Armold  commented  that  this  school  broke 
recent  records  for  St.  James.  Mrs.  Ocie  Clark  was  director. 


Throughout  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  children,  youth  and  adults 
turned  out  in  record  numbers  for 
Vacation  Church  schools  during  the 
summer  of  1974.  In  the  words  of  a 
familiar  song,  .  .it  was  a  very  good 
year.”  Not  only  was  it  “good”  from  the 
standpoint  of  numbers,  but  also  from  the 
standpoint  of  enthusiastic  effort  and  an 
equally  enthusiastic  response.  The 
consensus  would  seem  to  be  that 
Vacation  1974  was  well  spent  and 
meaningful  through  the  vacation  church 
schools  and  their  influence  on  the 
communities  in  which  they  were  held. 

The  Louisiana  United  Methodist  has 
received  a  number  of  pictures  and  in¬ 
formation  about  these  various  vacation 
church  schools;  and  the  editors  have 
compiled  these  (all  received  to  date)  for 
this  special  issue  of  the  newspaper.  We 
are  confident  that  many  other  churches 
held  successful  schools,  and  we  invite 
them  to  send  pictures  next  year  when 
once  again  the  vacation  church  schools 
will  be  featured. 


Staff  and  children  at  VCSt  Pine  Grove 
Church.  Jim  Constable  is  pastor. 


Four  generations  of  one  family  took 
part  in  VCS,  First  Church,  Oakdale. 
[From  left],  Mrs.  Lee  McDaniel;  Mrs.  R. 
A.  Fenstermaker;  Mrs.  Paula  Vidrine; 
Kimberly  Ann  and  Brian  Vidrine.  VCS 
was  directed  by  Mrs.  Beverly  Nesom. 


Thompson  Church,  New  Orleans, 
enjoyed  a  week  of  exploring  and  learn¬ 
ing.  Approximately  48  participated. 
Some  of  the  staff  are  shown.  Louis 
Augustine,  Jr.  is  pastor. 


* 

Average  attendance  at  First  Church, 

Franklin  [VCS]  was  136.  C.  Robert  Some  of  the  children  at  VCS, 
McCammon  is  pastor.  Broadmoor  Church,  Shreveport. 


First  Street  Church,  New  Orleans,  held  a  successful  VCS  in  June,  with  enrollment 
of  93,  nursery  through  Junior  High.  Mrs.  Aldine  L.  Cannon  was  coordinator;  Mrs. 
Bettie  N.  White  was  assistant  coordinator.  Dr.  Alfred  Norris  was  pastor  at  the  time. 


Tom  A.  Wilson,  pastor,  Trinity  Church, 
Shreveport.  VCS  used  offering  to  pur¬ 
chase  a  record  player  for  Sunday  School. 
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w  isiana  clergy  and  lay  persons 
to  Jerusalem  evangelism  meet 


Lloyd  A.  Foreman 

Five  United  Methodists  from  Louisiana 
will  attend  the  Worldwide  Convocation  on 
Evangelism  in  Jerusalem  November  16- 
23.  Sponsored  by  the  World  Methodist 
Council  Committee  on  Evangelism,  the 
event  will  bring  together  3000  laymen  and 
pastors  from  across  the  world  to  launch 
the  “Worldwide  Mission  To  The  World” 
for  1975. 

The  Reverend  George  Harkins,  pastor 
of  the  Springhill-Sarepta  charge,  and  the 
Rev.  Andy  Foreman,  Conference 
Evangelist,  will  lead  the  Louisiana 
group.  In  the  delegation  are  Mrs.  Vesta 
Moore  of  Pine  Grove  Church,  Denham 
Springs;  and  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  T.  R. 
Bergeron,  Sr.,  Elysian  Fields  Church, 
New  Orleans. 

Bishop  F.  Gerald  Ensley  of  the  Ohio 
West  Area,  Chairman  of  the  World 
Evangelism  Committee,  commenting  on 
the  worldwide  nature  of  the  thrust  that 
will  begin  in  Jerusalem,  said,  “I  rejoice 
that  the  Methodist  family,  the  globe 
around,  has  resolved  to  put  forward  its 


George  W.  Harkins 

time  honored  belief  in  evangelism  and 
make  the  world  its  parish.” 

On  Tuesday,  November  19,  in  Binyaney 
Ha’ooma  Convention  Hall  in  Jerusalem, 
delegates  will  gather  to  spend  the  day 
called  the  “Great  Day  of  Challenge” 
listening  to  one  of  the  most  significant 
leaders  in  the  Methodist/  Wesleyan 
movement  of  the  times,  Dr.  Albert 
Outler.  Other  leaders  will  be  Dr.  George 
W.  Sails,  of  England,  and  Dr.  Alana 
Walker.  Australia,  and  many  others. 

The  American  participation  in  the 
convocation  is  under  the  direction  of  the 
Board  of  Discipleship  and  its  Division  of 
Evangelism,  Worship,  and  Stewardship. 

The  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  has 
adopted  Evangelism  and  Concern  for 
Persons  as  the  top  priorities  for  the 
Conference  for  the  coming  year.  Con¬ 
vocation  in  Jerusalem  will  be  an  ap¬ 
propriate  beginning. 

For  details  of  the  trip  person^  in¬ 
terested  may  contact  either  Rev.  Andy 
Foreman  or  Rev.  George  Harkins. 


Albert  S.  Hurley 

Dr.  A.  S.  Hurley 
to  be  honored 

Dr.  A.  S.  Hurley,  pastor  of  Parker 
Memorial  Church,  New  Orleans,  is 
retiring  from  the  active  ministry  after 
more  than  40  years  of  faithful  service  to 
God  and  the  Church.  He  will  be  honored 
in  his  church  on  Sunday,  September  29, 
on  the  occasion  of  his  last  service  there. 

September  29  will  also  be  Homecoming 
for  Parker  Church,  and  the  two  events 
have  been  especially  planned  in  Doctor 
Hurley’s  honor.  In  order  to  make  this  a 
more  meaningful  occasion  for  Doctor 
and  Mrs.  Hurley,  the  church  mem¬ 
bership  is  inviting  all  members  of  other 
churches  which  they  have  served  to  take 
part  in  the  celebration. 

Doctor  and  Mrs.  Hurley  will  be  moving 
into  a  new  retired  minister’s  home  in 
Franklin,  upon  its  completion  in  early 
October.  This  home  for  the  Hurleys  is 
provided  by  the  Retired  Ministers  Home 
Board,  in  cooperation  with  First  Church, 
Franklin,  a  church  which  Doctor  Hurley 
served. 

A  special  dinner  is  being  held  at  the 
Parker  Church,  following  the  worship. 


Vacation  Church  Schools  widely  attended 


Mrs.  Kerr  dies 
after  illness 

Mrs.  Arthur  Kerr,  New  Orleans,  died 
after  a  brief  illness  in  Houston,  Texas,  on 
September  9.  Mrs.  Kerr  served  as 
secretary  to  Bishop  Aubrey  G.  Walton  for 
12  years,  and  for  a  period  of  one  year  for 
Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield.  She  is 
survived  by  her  husband,  Arthur  Kerr;  a 
son.  Gene;  her  mother,  Mrs.  E.  D. 
Fairey;  and  a  sister,  Mrs.  Clyde  Miller. 

Interment  was  in  her  native  state  of 
South  Carolina.  Memorial  services  were 
held  in  the  Kenner  Church,  with  Bishop 
Aubrey  G.  Walton  and  the  Rev.  George 
A.  Duerson  officiating. 

UMW  meeting  in 
Natchitoches  today 

United  Methodist  Women  from 
throughout  the  Louisiana  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  are  gathering  in  Natchitoches 
today  for  their  second  Annual  Meeting. 
They  will  meet  through  tomorrow 
(September  21)  at  First  Church,  and 
according  to  Conference  President  Mrs. 
Robert  Compton,  approximately  500  are 
expected  to  attend. 

The  Committee  on  Annual  Meeting 
Program,  chaired  by  Mrs.  Nancy  Tebow, 
have  planned  an  interesting  program 
with  the  theme  “Challenge  of  Mission.” 
The  Rev.  Randolph  Nugent,  associate 
general  secretary,  National  Division, 
will  share  his  thoughts  regarding  his 
work  in  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries.  A 
special  program,  “Mission  Possible,” 
will  be  presented  by  persons  attending 
one  of  the  five  mission  projects  in 
Louisiana. 

Retiring  officers  and  chairpersons  of 
committees  will  be  honored  with  special 
memberships. 


Bishop’s  Message 

Pastoral  work,  the  Christian  ministry,  is  still  a  service  profession. 

A  very  reliable  recent  survey,  conducted  by  a  professor  in  the  City  University 
of  New  York,  indicates  that  pastors,  as  a  whole,  are  paid  less  than  any  other 
professional  group,  that  their  salary  raises  have  barely  kept  pace  with  in¬ 
creased  remuneration  in  other  fields,  that  educational  requirements  for  today’s 
ministry  in  the  mainline  churches  are  as  stringent  as  the  requirements  for  law 
and  medicine,  but  that  84%  of  the  pastors  express  extreme  satisfaction  with 
their  work,  despite  the  low  pay.  Evidently  pastors  knew  that  their  work  would 
be  sacrificial  when  they  entered  it. 

I  know  of  very,  very  few  Methodist  pastors  who  have  a  materialistic  orien¬ 
tation  in  their  thinking,  yet  no  congregation  should  take  advantage  of  that.  The 
profession  entails  unique  sacrifices  peculiar  to  the  20th  century.  In  early 
Roman  times  pastors  were  thrown  to  the  lions,  placed  before  gladiators,  boiled 
in  oil.  The  profession  then  was  risky  and  sacrificial.  In  frontier  days  there  were 
extreme  deprivations,  the  threat  of  death  by  savages,  the  loneliness  of  circuit 
riding,  and  other  stringent  demands.  Today’s  ministerial  sacrifices  are  often 
psychological,  social,  and  relatively  financial  —  intangible  and  subtle  —  but 
just  as  real  and  often  more  crushing  and  devastating.  Yet  pastors  seem 
cheerful  and  happy,  and  ask  for  no  pity. 

One  thing  we  might  do  about  this:  As  budgets  are  prepared  for  the  forth¬ 
coming  year,  let  every  congregation  recognize  the  real  needs  of  pastors  and 
their  families  and  prepare  accordingly.  One  of  the  most  beautiful  aspects  of  our 
corporate  life  in  Christ  in  the  church  is  the  loyal  loving  support  of  the  shepherd 
on  the  part  of  the  flock.  I  believe  Louisiana  Methodists  can  be  counted  upon  to 
do  what  is  right,  but  I  am  also  sure  that  regardless  of  the  outcome,  pastors  will 
keep  on  serving  and  do  so  joyfully. 


Faithfully 


Veterans  of  the  Cross 


News  has  been  received  that  the  Rev. 
Carl  Barham  now  living  in  Garland, 
Texas,  suffered  a  slight  heart  attack  late 
this  summer,  but  is  recovering 
satisfactorily.  He  spent  several  days  in 
intensive  care  and  a  week  more  in  the 
hospital  but  reported  to  Monroe  District 
Supt.  Clyde  Frazier,  Jr.  that  all  tests 
were  negative  ...  “I  am  doing  fine,  feel 
good.” 


Another  retiree,  the  Rev.  E.  M.  Dill,  is 
still  engaged  in  many  projects  for  good. 
Recently,  through  his  efforts,  the 
Children’s  Home,  Ruston,  was  invited  to 
send  a  group  to  Kilboume  to  pick 
tomatoes  for  the  Home.  Mrs.  Dill 
reported  that  they  picked  a  truck  load 
and  were  entertained  for  lunch  in  a 
Methodist  home  at  Kilboume.  The  Dills 
live  in  Ruston. 
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A  vision  for  the  church 


The  same  old  inflation  that  is  eating 
holes  in  the  grocery  baskets  of  American 
families  also  is  playing  tricks  on  church 
budgets  as  church  administrators 
discover  that  the  same  money  they  saw 
as  adequate  last  October  now  looks  a  bit 
slim  (see  related  story  elsewhere  in  this 
issue). 

Regardless  of  how  difficult  it  has 
become  to  make  ends  meet  with  a  dollar 
that  economists  admit  has  inflated  by  12 
per  cent  since  January,  a  greater 
problem  for  most  congregations  must  be 
"What  are  we  going  to  do  next  year?” 
It’s  not  an  easy  question  to  answer.  How 
much  of  the  budget  will  be  eroded  by 
inflation?  Even  our  nation’s  leading 
economists  vary  so  much  on  that 


estimate  that  there  appears  to  be  no 
“safe  ground." 

Although  there  are  no  foolproof 
solutions  to  the  church  program-inflation 
problem,  it  appears  that  we  should  begin 
counting  on  at  least  the  following 
adjustments. 

1.  Laypersons  are  going  to  have  to 
carry  a  greater  and  greater  portion  of  the 
load  of  operating  the  church.  Funds  for 
that  additional  associate  pastor  to  call  on 
the  retirement  home,  or  for  more  persons 
to  mind  the  church  nursery,  may  not  be 
there.  Laypersons  may  have  to  donate 
their  time  or  let  some  good  programs 
fall. 

2.  Program  priorities  locally  need  to 
be  set  with  more  thought  and  prayer  than 


Which  way  the  future  for  SMU? 


September  27  lies  ahead  as  a  day  of 
uncommon  significance  for  United 
Methodists  who  are  concerned  about 
their  church’s  relationship  to  its  in¬ 
stitutions  of  higher  education. 

The  special  focal  point  on  the  27th  will 
be  a  called  session  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  at  Southern  Methodist 
University  in  Dallas. 

The  meeting  grew  out  of  the  mid-June 
resignation  of  Dr.  Paul  Hardin  as  SMU’s 
President.  Although  represented  initially 
to  the  83-member  Board  of  Trustees  and 
the  public  as  voluntary,  it  was  sub¬ 
sequently  revealed  that  Dr.  Hardin’s 
resignation  was  forced  by  a  small  group 
within  the  school’s  21-member  Board  of 
Governors— a  body  which  does  not  have 
the  authority  to  hire  and  fire  presidents 
( see  TM/UMR,  July  19,  for  details ) . 

As  the  truth  about  Dr.  Hardin’s 
resignation  emerged,  this  newspaper  and 
a  number  of  SMU’s  Trustees  called  for  an 
early  meeting  of  the  full  Board  of 
Trustees  to  consider  (1)  the  reason  Dr. 
Hardin  was  asked  to  resign;  (2)  the 
manner  in  which  his  resignation  was 
called  for  and  received;  (3)  the  future 
course  of  the  university  and  its 
presidency.  And,  we  suggested  that  the 
Trustees,  following  their  meeting,  should 
offer  a  full  explanation  to  the  church  and 
the  public. 

We  can  be  grateful  that  a  special  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  Trustees  was  called.  The  ques¬ 
tion  now  is:  What  will  the  Trustees  do? 

Beyond  our  earlier  proposal,  we  would 
not  presume  to  suggest  an  agenda  for 
such  a  duly  constituted  body  of  decision¬ 
makers.  We  would  suggest,  however, 
that  the  meeting  is  likely  to  proceed  in 
one  of  three  general  directions— each  of 
which  would  have  specific  future  impli¬ 
cations. 

One  possibility ,  known  to  be  favored  by 
some  Trustees,  is  that  the  Board  of 
Trustees  might  vigorously  reassert  its 
own  authority  to  make  basic  policy  and, 
in  the  process,  depose  those  who  ousted 
Dr.  Hardin.  The  rationale  for  this  course 
of  action  is  that  things  cannot  be  set 
straight  until  those  who  usurped 
authority  are  fully  exposed  and 
thoroughly  reprimanded. 

Such  an  approach,  however,  would 
produce  rigid  divisions  among  the 
Trustees  and  serve  no  constructive 
purpose.  The  headlines  in  the  next  day’s 
papers  would  read  either  “Trustees  oust 
Hardin’s  ousters,”  or  “Hardin’s  ousters 
oust  Trustees.”  Under  no  circumstances 
should  the  Trustees  allow  their  meeting 
to  deteriorate  into  such  a  shootout. 

Another  possibility,  known  to  be 
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favored  by  some  Trustees,  is  that  the  full 
Board  conduct  no  discussion  at  all 
regarding  what  happened  betwee.n  Paul 
Hardin  and  some  members  of  the  Board 
of  Governors  during  May  and  June.  The 
rationale  for  this  approach  is  that  the 
past  is  past;  rather  than  dredging  up  and 
rehashing  what  cannot  be  changed,  all 
the  Trustees’  efforts  should  be  channeled 
toward  creating  a  new  future  for  SMU. 

Such  an  approach,  however,  appealing 
fails  to  take  into  account  that  basic 
issues,  extending  far  beyond  internal 
policy  of  a  single  university,  remain 
unresolved.  Minimally  at  stake  is 
whether  or  not  SMU  will  be  governed 
according  to  standards  of  integrity  ex¬ 
pected  by  the  United  Methodist  Church 
for  its  institutions  of  higher  education. 
Should  the  Trustees  fail  to  consider  this 
and  other  basic  issues  raised  by  Dr. 
Hardin’s  forced  resignation,  the  next 
day’s  headlines  would  read  “SMU 
Trustees  whitewash  Hardin  ouster.”  If 
the  church  is  to  maintain  a  meaningful 
relationship  with  SMU  —  serving  as  the 
guarantor  of  an  atmosphere  of  freedom 
for  a  broad  range  of  academic  pursuits  at 
this  school,  and  ultimately  at  others  — 
then  this  course  of  action  by  SMU’s  Trus¬ 
tees  is  as  unthinkable  as  the  first  one. 

A  third  possibility  ,  also  known  to  be 
favored  by  some  Trustees,  is  that  the 
hard  issues  raised  by  Dr.  Hardin’s 
dismissal  should  be  dealt  with  openly, 
fairly  and  squarely.  The  rationale  for 
such  an  approach  is  a  well-proven  motto: 
Truth  is  the  best  policy! 

Such  an  inquiry  should  not  be  marked 
by  a  spirit  of  name-calling,  scapegoating 
or  bloodletting.  No  one  need  be  kicked  out 
and  no  one  need  resign!  Where  improper 
actions  were  taken,  •  they  should  be 
acknowledged,  with  policies  established 
by  the  Trustees  to  insure  that  such 
violations  may  not  recur  in  the  future.  In 
such  an  open,  non-vindictive  at¬ 
mosphere,  the  possibility  of  genuine 
reconciliation  between  all  contending 
factions  would  surely  emerge. 

At  that  point,  an  authentic  putting 
behind  of  a  resolved  past  incident  could 
take  place,  and  a  series  of  constructive 
steps  into  the  future  could  be  initiated 
with  unanimous  consent.  And  the  next 
day’s  headlines  produced  by  this  type  of 
meeting  would  read:’ “SMU  Trustees 
begin  redeeming  a  tragedy.” 

We  believe  the  immediate  stakes  are 
too  high  and  the  future  implications  for 
the  whole  church  are  too  great  for  SMU’s 
Trustees  to  opt  for  either  a  shootout  or  a 
coverup.  On  September  27,  the  church 
has  a  right  to  expect  SMU’s  Trustees, 
acting  on  its  behalf,  to  exude  openness,  a 
concern  for  truth,  a  desire  to  treat  past 
mistakes  redemptively,  and  a  commit¬ 
ment  to  develop  a  new  future  for  SMU  as 
a  church-related  school  of  the  first  order. 


ever  before.  Fewer  churches  can  afford 
to  tolerate  misdirected  or  loosely 
directed  programs  than  in  less-inflated 
times  past. 

3.  Local  church  officials  will  need  to 
take  a  harder  look  at  the  church’s  con¬ 
ference  and  national  expenditures  and 
demand  greater  accountability  back  to 
the  local  level  by  those  agencies.  By  such 
accountability,  we  mean  demonstrated 
evidence  that  conference  and  national 
leaders  are  struggling  as  seriously  as 
local  church  leaders  to  produce 
maximum  ministry  and  service  with  the 
church’s  dollars. 

4.  Most  of  us  are  going  to  be  challenged 
to  give  beyond  the  point  where  we  are 
comfortable.  Christ’s  contemporary 
disciples  need  to  set  personal  priorities 
with  their  finances  whicl*)  may  requiTe 
them  to  sacrifice  in  order  to  get  the  job 
done. 

In  short,  the  day  when  money  was 
plentiful  enough  for  us  to  pay  others  to 
perform  our  common  responsibilities  as 
Christians  may  end  for  many 
congregations  in  1975.  As  we  evaluate 
this  turn  of  events,  we  may  find  that 
inflation  is  forcing  us  to  do  some  of  the 
things  we  should  have  been  doing  all 
along. 

For  many  of  the  problems  and  hurts 
caused  by  inflation,  we  are  sorry.  For 
some  of  the  opportunities  those  problems 
now  present  to  us  to  be  more  disciplined 
Christian  stewards,  we  cannot  help  but 
say,  “Amen.” 


The  vision  that  works 


“Our  latest  figures  show  no  runaway 
inflation  in  your  weekly  offerings."  t  t 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


By  GERALD  L.  CLAPS^DDLE 
The  great  leaders  of  the  BW  and  of 
biblical  faith  were  persons  who  were 
possessed  by  the  dynamic  of  an  inward 
vision.  Although  they  were  thoroughly 
practical  people  who  were  at  least  as 
skillful  in  the  art  of  politics  as  the 
pragmatists  of  today,  they  had  the  inner 
gift  of  seeing  the  invisible,  of  believing  in 
the  "not  yet.”  They  were  suk(ilh0d  by 
the  vision  of  God  and  hte  ki^gdbm  and 
knew  the  meaning  of  th&  proverb: 
“Where  there  is  no  vision  the  people 
perish,” 

You  might  say  that  the  search  for  this 
vision  is  now  on.  Our  generation  has 
recoiled  from  the  nightmare  of  a  society 
dedicated  to  the  worship  of  “things”  and 
the  pursuit  of  power  and  efficiency. 
Suddenly  everyone  is  talking  about 
“values.”  People  are  asking:  Where  are 
the  people  who  can  inspire  ahd  unife  the 
nation?  Where  are  the  great  leaders  in 
the  church?  What  was  the  secret  of  the 
dynamic  personalities  of  history?  The 
average  person  knows  that  values  are 
rooted  in  vision  and  that  such  things  as 
honesty,  truth  and  goodness  are  the 
product  of  seeing  the  invisible  God.  Can 
anyone  doubt  that  without  such  vision  we 
are  in  dapger  of  perishing? 

What, Wea^e  seeing  now  is  not  a  frantic 
attempt  to  turn  the  clock  back  to  the  rigid 
religion  of  the  Pilgrim  Fathers  or  the 
robust  Deism  of  the  signers  of  the 
Declaration  of  Independence,  but  a 
search  for  the  religion  of  the  Spirit  —  an 
explora^yn  of  that  inner  space  wherein 
lies  the  secret  or  true  human  satisfaction 
and  fulfilment. 

Where  does  the  church  fit  in? 

Where  do  the  churches  come  into  the 
story?  Are  we  the  custodians  of  the 
vision,  and  is  it  in  our  worship  and  ac¬ 
tivities  that  the  searching  generation  will 
find  the  light  that  generates  the  values 
we  need?  I  wish  I  could  give  an 
unequivocal  “Yes”  to  those  questions, 
but  I  have  to  admit  that  in  recent  decades 
the  churches  have  not  given  a  clear  and 
compelling  witness  to  the  inward  vision 
of  God.  We  have  been  too  self- 
preoccupied,  to  organizationally  ob¬ 


sessed  to  give  true  leadership.  In  the 
fifties  the  churches  of  this  country  tended 
to  concentrate  on  becoming  flourishing 
and  successful  institutions.  Membership 
and  attendance  rose  to  record  heights. 
What  has  been  called  “the  edifice 
complex”  took  over.  We  seemed  more 
concerned  with  efficient  organization 
than  with  the  inner  vision  of  God. 

Then  in  the  sixties  the  pendulum  swung 
to  action.  This  was  the  period  of 
demonstrations,  pronouncements  and 
task  forces  that  aroused  alarm  in  some 
quarters  but  which  at  its  best  alerted 
Christians  to  their  responsibilities  in 
such  matters  as  civil  rights,  housing, 
justice  and  war.  Once  again  as  the 
pendulum  swung  it  seemed  to  miss  the 
inward  vision  which  alone  can  sustain 
true  Christian  action  in  the  world. 

In  the  seventies  we  seem  to  be  with¬ 
drawing  fast  from  both  the  in¬ 
stitutionalism  of  the  fifties  and  the 
exhuberant  activism  of  the  sixties.  There 
is  little  enthusiasm  for  strcutural 
reforms,  plans  for  vast  mergers,  and  the 
creation  of  efficient  institutions.  The 
demand  is  now  for  vivid  religious  ex¬ 
perience,  whether  it  comes  from  rituals 
and  Gospel  preaching,  or  from  encounter 
groups,  charismatic  happenings,  or 
techniques  of  meditation. 

It  is  tempting  these  days  to  offer  the 
church  as  an  asylum  from  a  crazy  world, 
to  foster  a  sense  of  inward  peace  that  is 
insulated  from  the  world  of  the  headlines, 
or  to  speak  of  the  risen  Christ  and  His 
return  to  glory  in  such  a  way  as  to  give 
the  impression  that  we  don’t  care  if  the 
world  goes  to  hell. 

Toward  regrasping  the 
Biblical  vision 

This  is  not  the  kind  of  vision  that  the 
Bible  offers.  Neither  the  Old  Testament 
nor  the  New  ever  speaks  of  the  vision  of 
God  as  something  to  be  quietly  enjoyed 
as  a  relief  from  our  responsibilities,  and 
a  drug  for  the  mind.  On  the  contrary,  the 
vision  of  God  is  always  a  stimulus  to 
action,  to  engagement  in  the  traffic  of 
daily  life. 

Abraham,  gazing  up  at  the  stars  from 
the  roof-top  of  his  comfortable  villa  in  Ur 
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of  the  Chaldees,  had  a  vision  of  God  who 
speaks  to  him  of  a  fantastic  future  for  his 
offspring,  and  the  next  word  he  hears: 
“Get  thee  out  of  thy  country,”  and  “he 
went  out  not  knowing  whither  he  went." 
Thus  began  the  long  trek  of  Hebrew 
people,  the  Bible  they  gave  to  the  world, 
and  the  story  that  climaxed  in  the  coming 
of  Christ. 

The  vision  of  God  given  to  Moses  at  the 
burning  bush  was  no  comforting  mystical 
experience.  It  pitched  him  into  the  fateful 
encounter  with  Pharoah  and  the  scorch¬ 
ing  adventures  of  the  great  liberation 
March.  We  are  not  told  that  he  was 
relaxed  but  that  he  was  “resolute  as  one 
who  saw  the  invisible  God."  The  vision 
gave  him  purpose,  meaning,  and  energy. 
It  offered  him  the  perspective  with  which 
to  view  his  turbulent  journey  through 
life. 

That  vision  of  God  is  still  the  driving 
force  for  action  in  this  world  which  so 
many  see  as  a  meaningless  wilderness. 
The  mightiest  force  in  any  generation 
has  always  been  the  combination  in  one 
person  of  inward  vision  and  resolute 
action,  the  translation  of  the  vision  into 
commitment.  Without  that  vision  the 
most  resolute  of  our  pragmatists  are 
leaders  who  are  going  nowhere.  But 
without  the  action  a  man  or  woman 
becomes  what  Matthew  Arnold  unkindly 
said  of  the  poet  Shelley:  “A  beautiful  and 
ineffectual  angel,  beating  in  the  void  his 
luminous  wings  in  vain." 

The  vision  of  God  which  is  translated 
inJ,o  commitment  to  action  in  the  world  is 
the  vision  that  works.  It  is  the  vision 
which  a  disillusioned  and  searching 
generation  is  seeking. 

This  is  one  of  a  continuing  series  of 
articles  by  officials  of  United 
Methodism’s  general  boards  and 
agencies. 

This  week’s  contributor,  Dr. 
Gerald  L.  Clapsaddle,  is  Assistant 
General  Secretary  of  our  church’s 
General  Council  on  Ministries,  with 
offices  in  Dayton,  Ohio. 


Amnesty  series  draws  mixed  reviews 


To  the  Editor: 

I  very  much  appreciate  you  printing 
the  series  of  articles  entitled  “Human 
situations  being  lived  out  as  a  result  of 
choices  made  during  the  Vietnam  War” 
<TM/  UMR,  Sept.  6). . 


Why  sympathy  for  evaders 
hut  not  POW's  and  MIA's? 

To  the  Editor: 

hpusands  of  young  Methodists  served 


fte1 

n—  on  $  \Zi< 


nesty  in  the  abstract  and  begin  caring  for 
persons  who  had  the  courage  to  be  faith¬ 
ful  to  their  Christian  convictions. 

War  is  the  crime;  not  resistance  to  it. 
Total  amnesty  is  a  good  step  for  a  nation 
seeking  justice  and  redemption. 

Norman  H.  Cobb 
Sunray,  Texas 

7 hanks  for  the  intros 

To  the  Editor:  ^  ^  v9t(L, 

I  like  your  paper  —  and  have  been 
reading  it  for  over  a  year. 

I  am  anticipating  other  articles  in  your 
series  on  “Human  situations.”  Thanks 
for  introducing  Dale  Doten  and  Bruce 
Bolin  (TM/  UMR,  September  6). 

Wsljqqe  £irby . , 


Methodists  who  were  POW’s  or  MIA’s. 
Yet  during  the  several  years  of  Vietnam, 
I  do  not  remember  one  word  of  sympathy 
from  TM/  UMR  for  these  young  men. 

In  1970  or  ’71, 1  wrote  a  “Letter  to  the 
Editor”  asking  if  TM/  UMR  could  at 
least  ask  for  prayers  for  the  young 
Methodists  who  were  POW  or  MIA.  I 
might  as  well  have  not  written  the  letter  ; 
it  did  no  good.  TM/  UMR  was  too  busy 
extolling  the  virtues  of  draft  dodgers  and 
Radicals  even  then. 

As  a  man  who  left  teaching  jobs  on  two 
occasions  and  served  in  World  War  II  and 
in  Korea,  I  wonder  about  the  loyalty  of 
Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III  and  his  hench- 
people.  What  did  Dunnam  III  do  during 
World  War  II  and/  or  Korea?  Did  they 
dodge  it?  Do  they  know  what  they  are 


Here  1  Stand 


We  need  to  develop  a  balanced 
view  of  the  church’s  nature 


By  ALVAN  WALKER,  JR. 

“Letters  to  the  Editor”  are  often  very 
interesting  because  they  reveal  “grass- 
root”  thinking.  One  of  the  most 
fascinating  themes  is  the  recurrent 
debate  about  the  true  function  of  the 
church. 

Persons  with  dramatic  conversion 
experiences  (either  the  initial  and/  or 
“second  blessing”  type)  often  infer  that 
these  unique  experiences  are  the  norm 
for  all  believers.  Other  persons  are  most 
pragmatic  and  appear  to  be  more  active 
in  relationship  to  the  world,  perhaps 
motivated  by  Christ’s  remarks  that  we 
should  love  and  help  our  “neighbors” 
who  do  NOT  reciporcate. 

Overall,  it  reminds  me  of  the  story  of 
the  blind  men  who  encounter  an 
elephant:  one  concluded  that  the 
elephant  is  like  a  snake  because  he  felt 
the  trunk;  another,  that  the  elephant  is 
like  a  wall  because  he  felt  the  big  side; 
another,  that  the  elephant  is  like  a  rope 
because  he  felt  the  tail  and  another,  that 
the  elephant  is  like  a  tree  trunk  because 
he  felt  the  massive  leg. 

Would  it  not  be  well  for  each  of  us  who 
hold  different  opinions  about  the  func¬ 
tions  of  the  church  (congregation, 
district,  Methodism,  Chrisianity,  etc.)  to 
follow  the  old  Indian’s  resolution,  not  to 
make  an  evaluation  of  our  neighbor  until 
we  have  walked  for  two  moons  in  his 
moccasins? 

Does  not  a  trinity  of  Greek  words, 
“kerygma,  koinonia,  diakonia”  indicate 
that  a  balance  of  emphasis  is  required? 

John  Steinbeck  said:  “There  is  in  our 
community  a  elderly  painter  of 
seascapes  who  knows  the  sea  so  well  that 
he  no  longer  goes  to  look  at  it  while  he 
paints.  He  dislikes  intensely  the  work  of  a 
young  painter  who  sets  his  easel  on  the 
beach  and  paints  things  his  elder  does  not 
remember  having  seen  .  .  .  ” 

Steinbeck  also  said:  "Periodically  in 
the  history  of  human  observation  the 
world  of  external  reality  has  been 
rediscovered,  reclassified  ar.d 


a  eigh,  orth  Carol^,  >  /  talking  about  when  they  exude  sympathy 
for  deserters? 

I  know  some  very  fine  conscientious 
objectors,  who  had  the  admiration  of 
those  of  us  who  are  combat  veterans.  I 
knew  one  conscientious  objector  who 
served  in  Medics  during  World  War  II; 
we  liked  him  and  admired  him  and 
counted  him  as  one  of  us.  He  didn’t 
dodge.  To  compare  him  with  the  worth¬ 
less  specimens  on  the  fourth  page  of 


"Here  I  Stand”  is  a  forum  in  which 
TM/UMR  readers  may  express  their 
concerns  and  opinions  about  ithe  a  TM/  UMR  of  September  6  would  be  an 
church.  This  week’s  contributor, 

Alvan  Walker  Jr.,  is  a  member  of  the 
First  UMC,  Melbourne,  Florida. 

redescribed.  It  is  difficult  for  us  to  un¬ 
derstand  the  reality  of  Democritus,  of 
Aristotle,  of  Pliny,  for  they  did  not  see 
what  we  see,  and  yet  we  know  them  to 
have  been  careful  observers. 

“The  process  of  rediscovery  might  be 
as  follows:  a  young,  inquisitive  and 
original  man  might  one  morning  find  a 
fissure  in  the  traditional  technique  of 
thinking.  Through  this  fissure  he  might 
look  out  and  find  a  new  external  world 
about  him.  In  his  excitement  a  few 
disciples  would  cluster  about  him  and 
look  again  at  the  world  they  knew  and 
find  it  fresh.  From  this  nucleus  there 
would  develop  a  frantic  new  seeing  and  a 
cult  of  new  seers  who,  finding  some 
traditional  knowledge  incorrect,  would 
throw  out  the  whole  structure  and  start 
afresh.  Then,  the  human  mind  being 
what  it  is,  evaluation,  taxonomy, 
arrangement,  pattern-making  would 
succeed  the  first  excited  seeing. 

Gradually  the  structure  would  become 
complete,  and  men  would  go  to  this 
structure  rather  than  to  the  external 
world  until  eventually  something  like  but 
not  identical  with  the  earlier  picture 
would  have  been  built.  From  such  ar¬ 
chitectures  or  patterns  of  knowledge, 
disciplines,  ethics,  even  manners  exude. 

The  building  would  be  complete  again 
and  no  one  would  look  beyond  it  —  until 
one  day  a  young,  inquisitive  and  original 
man  might  find  a  fissure  in  the  pattern 
and  look  through  it  and  find  a  new 
world.” 

Do  we  not  have  a  parallel  situation  in 
religion?  in  monotheism?  in 
Christianity?  in  Protestantism?  in 
Methodism?  in  our  district?  in  our  local 
congregation?  in  each  one  of  us?  in  you? 
in  me? 


insult  to  him,  and  to  other  sincere  con¬ 
scientious  objectors  who  served  as  best 
they  could.  • 

Most  of  the  deserters  and  dodgers  in 
the  Vietham  era  werd  Already  on  dope,  in 
trouble  on  other  items  besides  the  War. 
These  men  didn’t  have  the  guts  to  defend 
their  country  or  serve  their  country,  yet 
they  want  all  the  freedoms  and  rights 
that  I  risked  my  neck  for  in  two  wars. 

And  I  wonder  about  Spurgeon  M. 
Dunnam  III.  I  understand  he  obtained 
the  job  as  editor  of  TM/  UMR  only 
because  he  had  relatives  ’Who n  %ere 
Methodist  ministers,  and  because  he 
belonged  to  the  clique.  So  rioW  he  will 
turn  the  paper  into  a  trash  paper 
bleeding  sympathy  for  Commies, 
deserters,  law  breakers,  etc.  .  . 

Lee  Sommerville 

Clarksville,  Texas 

Amnesty  needed  for  those 
who  obeyed  ‘higher  law', 

To  the  Editor:  .  )-eiq  b  n 

I  thoroughly  approve  of  your  current 
series  on  our  30,000  draft  evaders  now 
living  in  foreign  lands,  and  would  like  to 
add  one  further  point  that  has  been 
largely  overlooked  in  the  public 
discussion  regarding  these  men. 

The  Nuremberg  Trials  that  followed 
World  War  II  severely  punished  the 
military  and  naval  leaders:’ of  Nazi 
Germany  and  Imperial  Japan  for  stated 
and  proven  “crimes  against  humanity” 
which  they  had  sanctioned  or  committed 
in  accordance  with  the  laws  of  their 
respective  nations.  These  men,  had  they 
been  morally  upright,  would  not  have 
gone  along  with  these  outrageous  laws, 
but  would  have  raised  their  voices  in 
protest  against  them.  Instead  of  this, 
these  men  were  silent  and  therefore 
acquiescent,  gaining  personally  by  doing 


The  one  lesson  that  Nuremberg  has  for 
all  of  mankind  is  that  there  is  a  higher 
law  than  any  that  any  principality  can 
ever  enact,  and  that  is  the  law  of  the 
individual  conscience. 

Our  draft  evaders  were  determined 
that  they  would  not  become  a  part  of  a 
regime  and  a  system  that  they  believed 
were  morally  repugnant  to  them.  In 
order  to  achieve  this  end,  and  to  register 
a  protest  against  the  horrors  of  the 
Vietnam  War  with  their  bodies,  these 
men  chose  to  go  to  prison  or  to  another 
country.  They  did  this  in  obedience  to  the 
higher  law  of  Nuremberg. 

Now  that  the  war  in  Vietnam  is  over, 
we  must  do  all  in  our  power  to  mend  the 
schisms  and  bind  the  wounds  that  have 
come  to  us  as  a  result  of  this  most  un¬ 
popular  military  action  in  our  nation’s 
history.  One  good  step  that  we  can  take  in 
order  to  achieve  these  goals  would  be  the 
granting  of  unconditional  amnesty  to  the 
30,000  Americans  now  in  exile  in  order 
that  we  and  they  can  get  on  with  the 
business  of  living  good  and  constructive 
lives  once  again. 

Bart  Lanier  Stafford  III 
El  Paso,  Texas 

Statement  on  President's 
habits  partially  approved 

To  the  Editor: 

I  applaud  and  agree  with  your 
statement  regarding  President  Ford’s 
churchgoing  habits  (“Appreciation  for  a 
President  who  goes  to  church,” 
TM/  UMR,  Sept.  6). 

If  you  had  only  stopped  there!  The 
cliche  regarding  comparisons  applies. 
The  reference  to  “his  predecessor”  was 
neither  necessary  nor  kind. 

Mrs.  Cecil  McDonald 
Fort  Worth,  Texas 

Church  in  the  White  House 
saves  taxpayers'  money 
To  the  Editor: 

I  see  no  reason  for  condemning  Mr. 
Nixon  for  having  a  small  church  at¬ 
mosphere  in  the  White  House.  He  made 
other  mistakes,  but  this  was  not  one  of 
them. 

He  saved  the  taxpayers  money  by 
having  church  in  the  White  House  (I 
wrote  President  Ford  this,  too),  as  there 
would  not  have  to  be  so  much  security  for 
himself  and/  or  his  family. 

Mrs.  Harvey  Pennington 
Fellsmere,  Florida 

A  regrettable  omission 

To  the  Editor: 

It  is  indeed  regrettable  that  the 
otherwise  excellent  article  on  the  Council 
on  Youth  Ministry  which  appeared  in  the 
August  23  issue,  failed  to  note  that  the 
keynote  speaker,  the  Rev.  William  R. 
Johnson,  is  co-author  of  “Loving 
Women/  Loving  Men:  Gay  Liberation 
and  the  Church.” 

As  Mr.  Johnson  explained  during  his 
address,  “This  book  is  dedicated  to  the 
millions  of  lesbians  and  gay  men  who  do 
not  tell  the  church  who  they  are  because 
they  know  that  the  church  prefers  not  to 
hear  thr  truth.” 

The  book  outlines  the  growing  conflict 
between  gay  people  and  organized 
religion,  and  is  a  timely  history  of 
gay/  church  confrontation  over  the  past 
decade  including  the  fine  scholarship  of 
the  Rev.  Robert  L.  Treese’s  biblical 
perspective. 


Co-author  Dr.  Sally  Gearhart,  long 
involved  in  the  life  of  the  Methodist  and 
Lutheran  churches,  brings  to  the  book 
her  unique  perspective  as  a  lesbian/ 
feminist. 

Available  from  Glide  Publications  or 
Cokesbury,  “Loving  Women/  Loving 
Men”  is  a  must  for  all  concerned  with 
this  important  area  in  human  life.  (Pre¬ 
publication  price  $5.95.) 

Ruth  Gottstein 

San  Francisco,  California 


ARE  YOU  REALLY 
COMMUNICATING? 

Do  the  people  in  your  church  and 
community  clearly  understand 
everything  you  say — everything  you 
write?  Is  the  good  news"  getting 
through? 

Read 

you  Ann  communicATion 
in  THE  CHURCH 

Here  is  a  practical  book  full  of 
tested  ideas,  skills  and  techniques 
for  speaking  and  writing  clearly  and 
effectively  in  the  church. 

Here  are  fresh  ideas  to  help  you 
master: 

•  spoken  communication 

•  communication  in  small  groups 

•  use  of  slides  and  tapes 

•  writing  skills 
Compiled  and  edited  by 

B  F.  Jackson.  Jr.  Contributors: 

Clyde  H  Reid,  Harvey  H  Potthoff, 
James  William  Morgan, 

David  K.  Berio,  Steve  F.  Jackson, 
Wilford  V.  Bane,  Jr. 


'mil,  _ 

W0RDB00KS  for  people  on  the  grow 


Textbook  Protestors 

CHARLESTON,  W.  Va.  —  Protest  signs  and  American  flags  are  the  order  of  the 
day  as  200  persons  march  n  the  Kanawha  County  Board  of  Education  offices  in 
Charleston  to  demonstrate  against  the  use  of  certain  textbooks  in  the  county’s 
schools.  The  protest  began  shortly  after  the  start  of  the  school  year  when  parents 
kept  their  children  from  classes  to  protest  English  texts  they  consider  a  threat  to 
patriotism,  religion  and  morality.  The  parents  contend  some  articles  in  the  books 
contain  passages  detrimental  to  their  religious  and  moral  beliefs,  and  introduce 
their  children  to  drugs  and  unpatriotic  beliefs. 

The  protestors  set  up  picket  lines  at  the  county’s  coal  mines,  railroads  and 
manufacturing  plants,  keeping  many  workers  off  the  job.  This  led  a  federal  judge  to 
order  marshals  into  the  area  to  prevent  violence  and  enable  the  workers  to  return  to 
their  jobs.  religious  news  service  photo 
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U.M.  leaders  question 
effect  of  Nixon  pardon 


WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  (UluC)  —  now 
will  the  pardoning  of  former  President 
Nixon  affect  justice  for  others,  primarily 
other  Watergate  principals  and  war 
resisters? 

This  was  the  major  question,  or  fear, 
voiced  by  top  officials  of  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Church  and  Society 
following  President  Ford’s  Sept.  8  an¬ 
nouncement  of  pardon.  The  board  was 
one  of  two  UMC  national  agencies  which 
last  October  urged  Mr.  Nixon’s  im¬ 
peachment,  nine  months  before  he 
resigned,  and  were  soundly  criticized  for 
such  action.  The  other  agency  was  the 
Women’s  Division  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  whose  leaders  chose  not  to 
comment  on  the  pardon. 

Said  Dr.  A.  Dudley  Ward,  general 
secretary  of  the  board:  “This  act  is  a 
blow  to  the  judicial  system  of  this  nation 
which  does  provide  for  equal  justice 
under  the  law  for  all  —  including  the 
President.  The  purpose  and  methods  of 
special  prosecutors,  congressional 
committees  and  grand  jury  have  been  th¬ 
warted. 

“The  people  of  this  nation  were  and  are 
not  anxious  for  a  President  to  be  jailed, 
but  they  are  interested  in  the  orderly 
process  of  law.  A  pardon  at  the  con¬ 
clusion  of  the  process  would  be  in  order. 

“The  religious  community  upholds 
strongly  the  wisdom,  need  and  ex¬ 
perience  of  love,  mercy  and  justice  in  all 
relationships.  The  poor,  dispossessed, 
war  resisters  and  others  involved  in  the 
events  of  Watergate  should  receive  equal 
consideration.” 

Dr.  Earnest  A.  Smith,  associate 
general  secretary  of  the  Board’s  Human 
Relations  Division  said:  “Church  leaders 
must  always  commend  actions  taken  out 
of  compassion  and  mercy.  So  do  we  view 
President  Ford’s  pardon  of  former 
President  Nixon. 

“Nevertheless,  it  is  possible  that  the 
President’s  timing  of  his  generous 
pardon  was  not  the  best.  How  can  a 
person  be  pardoned  if  he  has  not  ad¬ 
mitted  criminal  guilt  or  if  such  guilt  has 
not  been  established  in  the  courts? 

“We  suggest  that,  in  the  name  of  equal 
justice,  other  similar  magnanimous 
steps  be  taken.  Perhaps  these  could  be 
adopted  in  the  spirit  of  the  Biblical  ob¬ 
servance  of  the  Year  of  Jubilee.” 


Dr.  Herman  Will,  associate  general 
secretary  on  the  World  Peace  Division 
said:  “The  action  of  President  Ford  is 
questionable  at  two  points  at  least :  that  it 
is  so  sweeping  in  scope,  extending  to  all 
possible  offenses  that  Richard  Nixon 
might  have  committed  while  President, 
and  that  the  pardon  was  granted  prior  to 
any  indictment  or  conviction. 

“If  Richard  Nixon  is  deserving  of 
blanket  amnesty  in  the  judgment  of 
President  Ford,  why  should  not  such 
unconditional  amnesty  be  extended  to 
persons  liable  for  prosecution  for  of¬ 
fenses  rising  out  of  the  Vietnam  War?” 

Dr.  Cover  C.  Bagby, '  associate 
secretary  of  the  General  Welfare 
Division  said:  “Mr.  Nixon’s  resignation 
interrupted  the  impeachment  procedure. 
President  Ford’s  pardon  has  forestalled 
the  indictment  procedure.  Mr.  Nixon’s 
responsibility  for  the  crimes  of 
Watergate  has  not  been  adjudicated. 
Justice  ought  to  be  tempered  with  mercy, 
but  in  Mr.  Nixon’s  case  justice  is  being 
barred  from  coming  into  play.” 

Angola  Methodist 
ask  end  to  special 
Catholic  privileges 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  The  United 
Methodist  Church  of  Angola  has  asked 
that  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  be 
stripped  of  special  privileges  in  the 
African  colony,  which  awaits  in¬ 
dependence  from  Portugal. 

This  request  was  one  of  10  made  to  the 
Angolan  provisional  government  by  the 
Methodist  regional  conference  meeting 
in  Quessau  Malanje  in  late  August. 

A  document  containing  the  petitions 
and  setting  forth  views  on  various 
political,  social  and  religious  issues  was 
received  here  by  the  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

Headed  by  Bishop  Emilio  Julio  Miguel 
de  Carvalho,  the  African  Methodist 
group  specifically  asked  for  revocation  of 
a  1940  Portugal-Vatican  concordat  that 
conceded  special  privileges  to 
Catholicism  in  Portugal  and  its  African 
colonies. 


Classified 

Hate:  too  per  word,  figure  or  Initial  per  In¬ 

sertion.  Cash  mus  t  ac company  order  except  on 
contract  adverUslng  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  in  advance.  Minimum  charge  of  $6.25 
Service  charge  or  blind  ads  $1.00  per  Insertion 

ELMER  SUDERMAN,  WHAT  CAN  WE  DO 
HERE?  Methodist  lay  preacher,  college 
teacher’s  poems  commemorating  centennial 
of  the  coming  of  Russian  Mennonltes  to  the 

Peter.  Minn.  56082. 

Methodist  Is.  .  the  new  book  of  100 

humorous  cartoons  about  us  church  members? 

Still  only  $1.50  from  Cokesbury. 

HOMErARENTS  NEEDED  for  clilU  care. 

i  These  are  full  time  positions  for  married 

couples  with  no  dependents.  In  addition  to 

FOR  SALE:  Four  lots  —  Forest  Park 
Cemetery.  Lawndale,  Houston,  Texas.  Rev. 
Gordon  Gautreaux.  201  West  24th  St..  Chester, 

Pa.  19013. 

salary,  we  provide  meals,  laundry  service, 
living  quarters  while  on  duty,  sick  leave;  also 
Insurance  and  retirement  programs  are 
available.  Applicants  must  be  non-smokers. 

CONFERENCE  BUSINESS  MANAGER- 
TREASURER:  The  Callfornla-NevadA  Con¬ 
ference  has  this  position  open.  Apply  to:  Mel 
Brown,  1149  Jamestown  Dr.,  Sunnyvale,  Cal. 

with  college  training.  These  positions  can 
provide  very  rewarding  experiences.  Please 
contact  the  personnel  Department,  Methodist 
Home.  Ull  Herring  Ave..  Waco,  Texas  76708. 

CHOIR  ROBES,  new  or  used.  Stoles  and  ac¬ 
cessories,  pulpit  gowns,  blazers,  confirmation 
gowns.  Rental  or  sale.  Marvin  Colwlll,  Box 

7270,  Dallas,  Texas  75209,  (214 >-270-0919. 

A  UNIQUE  OPPORTUNITY.  A  successful 
retired  salesman  or  minister  to  represent  one 
of  America’s  fastest  growing  religious  radio 
programs  In  your  area.  Exceptionally  good 

FUND  RAISING  -  Selling  Calpeco  Shelled 

Methodist  Hour,  Box  77.  Orlando.  Florida 

your  Church  Circle.  W.S.C.S..  or  Sunday 

School  Class.  For  full  Information  without 
obligation  write  today:  Calhoun  Pecan  Co., 

Dept.  TM,  P.O.  Box  632,  Florence.  South 
Carolina  29501. 

Cushions  For 

Church  Pews 

WORSHIP  RESOURCE  BOOKS 

AVAILABLE:  Creative  materials  prepared  by 
local  pastors  are  available  In  two  books 

AT  PRICES  YOU 

CAN  AFFORD 

sponsored  by  the  Yellowstone  and  Rocky  ) 

Mountain  Conference  Committees  on  Worship. 

"In  Praise  I."  $2.50,  and  "In  Praise  II.”  $3.00,  - 
plus  10  percent  for  postage  and  handling.  Good 
resources  for  Innovative  and  meaningful 
worship  experiences.  While  supply  lasts,  order 
from  Worship  Project,  Rev.  Lyle  Hamilton,  219 
University  Ave..  Missoula,  Mont.  59801. 

Flowers  Cushion 
Service 

Keene,  Texas  76059 

Phone  | 

(817)  MI5-9203 
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Fall  financial  campaigns  underway 

Church  budgets  cope  with  inflation 


By  Pat  sites 

Staff  Writer 

Local  church  financial  planners  may 
be  learning  what  super-market  shoppers 
have  known  for  years:  the  only  way  to 
fight  inflation  is  nickel  by  nickel  and 
dime  by  dime. 

Churches  now  launching  their  fall 
finance  campaigns  aren’t  panicking. 
They  seem  to  be  holding  their  own  sur¬ 
prisingly  \vell  this  year.  They  hope  the 
trend  will  continue. 

But  they  know  that  “little  things  will 
mean  a  lot”  in  ’75  —  especially  in  ad¬ 
ministrative  funding  —  if  they’re  to 
overcome  what  one  local  pastor  calls  a 
“credibility  gap”  in  conference  and  local 
church  budgets. 

At  least  these  are  some  of  the  thoughts 
expressed  by  seven  pastors  with  whom 
TM/  UMR  talked  informally  last  week. 
“What  will  be  the  possible  effects  of 
inflation  on  your  fall  finance  cam¬ 
paigns?”  was  the  question.  The 
responses  are  those  of  pastors  in 
California,  Florida,  Texas  and  Missouri, 
from  churches  of  varying  size. 

A  move  toward  “more  realistic” 
budgets  is  anticipated  by  several  of  these 
persons. 

“Trim  the  fat.  Tell  people  what  things 
will  really  cost.  Don’t  pad.  Show  them 
that  the  money  is  needed  to  serve,  not  to 
make  ourselves  more  comfortable,”  is 
the  approach  they  intend  to  take. 

It  doesn’t  make  sense,  they  say,  to  set  a 
budget  as  much  as  30  percent  higher  than 
reasonably-estimated  income.  Families 
need  to  know  that  churches  are  trying  as 
hard  as  they  are  to  plan  within  their 
means. 

The  problem,  of  'course,  is  defining 
“trimmable  fat.” 

None  of  the  seven  views  mission  fund¬ 
ing  as  a  place  to  cut.  “Mission  is 
primary.  Method  is  secondary,”  will 
again  be  the  theme  of  a  Missouri 
church’s  campaign.  Even  those  churches 
which  chafe  about  increased  conference 
apportionments  seem  prepared  to 
support  world  service  and  conference 
benevolences. 

Local  missions  are  thriving,  say  the 
pastors  in  urban  areas  and  changing 
neighborhoods.  As  one  downtown  pastor 


put  it,  “If  we  don’t  have  missions  right 
here,  we’ll  never  be  able  to  have  missions 
there.”  Two  pastors  said  they  expect 
their  local  missions  budgets  will  increase 
five  to  seven  percent  next  year. 

Cost-of-living  increases  are  a  fact  of 
life  for  most  churches  —  10  percent  is 
projected  —  if  “cost-of-living”  means 
funds  for  operations  and  maintenance 
such  as  utilities.  But  at  least  in  the 
smaller  churches,  pastors  don’t  see 
appreciable  cost-of-living  increases 
available  for  staff  in  1975. 

If  money  is  really  tight,  what  are  the 
chances  that  church  staffs  will  be  cut? 
These  pastors  say  they’re  already  down 
to  the  bone.  While  one  suggests  that  a 
return  to  some  semi-professional,  part- 
time  people  might  be  not  only  practical 
but  healthy,  another  says  “if  we  find 
there’s  a  staff  person  wq  can  cut,  we 
probably  didn’t  need  that  person  all 
along.” 

In  program-planning,  several  say  that 
inflation  could  actually  be  a  “plus.”  It 
could  force  churches  to  take  a  clearer 
look  at  priorities. 

This  thinking  has  led  a  Florida  pastor 
to  help  initiate  an  opinion  survey 
throughout  his  district,  to  give  all 
members  a  stronger  voice  in  choosing 
programs  they  will  support.  A  Dallas 
church,  similarly,  is  planning  an  all- 


From  deserter  to  joiner 

C.  O.  eager  to  return 
to  American  society 


EDITORS’  NOTE:  This  article  is 
Part  III  of  a  five-part  series  on 
“Human  situations  being  lived  out 
as  a  result  of  choices  made  during 
the  Vietnam  War.” 

By  JUDY  WEIDMAN 

DANIELSON,  Conn.  —  “I  thought  all 
deserters  were  long  haired  hippies  on 
drugs  until  it  happened  to  me.  I  knew  my 
son  wasn’t  like  that.” 

The  long  ordeal  in  the  Gerald  Duff 
family  ended  officially  last  May  when 
son  Ken  received  a  general  discharge 
under  honorable  conditions  for  con¬ 
scientious  objection  from  the  Marine 
Corps. 

But  it  had  been  hell  —  three  long  years 
of  it  for  this  United  Methodist  family. 
When  their  19-year-old  son  first  came 
home  from  infantry  training  asking  for 
their  help  in  getting  out  of  the  service  on 
grounds  of  conscientious  objection,  the 
Duffs  didn’t  think  their  son  was  sincere. 

They  hadn’t  thought  a  whole  lot  about 
the  Vietnam  War,  but  they  loved  their 
country  and  trusted  their  government. 
And  they  were  quick  to  say  so  during  the 
many  long  emotional  family  arguments 
which  were  to  follow. 

Deeds  finally  conveyed  what  words 
couldn’t,  and  Ken  took  off  for  Canada.  He 
didn’t  feel  he  could  be  a  part  of  a  war  that 
produced  the  Mi  Lai  Massacre,  which 
had  come  to  light  that  summer  of  ’70.  But 
he  needed  time;  he  just  wasn’t  strong 
enough  yet  to  go  to  prison. 

Meanwhile,  back  home  his  folks  were 
in  a  state  of  shock  and  disbelief.  Not  their 
son!  “It  tore  us  apart,  not  knowing  where 
he  was  and  what  was  happening,”  recalls 
Mrs.  Duff  with  fresh  emotion.  “I  told  him 
if  he  went  to  Canada  I  never  wanted  to 
see  him  again.  That  hurt  him,  I  know,  but 
I  was  hurt,  too,^; 

They  just  wouldn’t  let  it  out.  And  the 
family  secret  held  pretty  well  for  a  year 
or  so  until  a  CBS-TV  camera  zeroed  in  on 
their  son  in  Montreal  in  the  midst  of  a 
group  of  deserters. 

But  the  world  didn’t  come  to  an  end. 
Support  cropped  up  from  a  lot  of  unex¬ 
pected  places,  and  the  minister  of  their 
local  church,  where  they’d  been  active 
for  years,  took  sympathetic  note  of  the 
dilemma  in  a  pre-Christmas  sermon. 

It  would  be  awhile  before  they’d  say, 
“We  can  be  grateful  he  made  us  think,” 
—  as  they  eventually  did  —  but  they  sent 
him  money  and  encouraged  him  to  come 
home  with  promises  of  the  pocketbook  to 
pay  a  lawyer. 

Ken  came  back  to  the  U.S.  after  about 
nine  months,  but  it  took  him  another  year 
to  turn  himself  in.  He  was  picked  up  a 
couple  of  times,  but  always  took  off 
again.  Encyclopedia  salesman  to  cook  — 
he  did  lots  of  things  to  keep  going. 

Finally  he  resolved  “to  get  it  over 
with.”  So  on  Aug.  10,  1973  he  turned 
himself  in.  Three  months  and  a  day  later 
he  drew  a  court-martial  with  nine  months 
in  prison  and  a  bad  conduct  discharge. 

But  his  lawyer  —  and  would  you 
believe  his  commanding  officer  —  asked 
that  the  sentence  be  deferred.  It  was 
reviewed  and  eventually  cut  down  to  two 


months  with  no  discharge. 

Meanwhile  Ken  was  working  every 
angle  to  get  a  discharge  as  a  con¬ 
scientious  objector.  The  person  giving 
him  the  most  static  was  his  chaplain,  who 
held  up  the  works  for  two  months.  His 
commanding  officer,  too,  hated  to  see 
him  go  but  only  because  by  then  he  had 
become  such  an  asset  in  the  office.  He 
alsq  wanted  Ken  to  hang  on  until  this 
December  when  he  could  have  left  the 
Marines  with  an  honorable  discharge 
just  as  if  nothing  had  ever  happened.  As 
it  is  he  got  a  general  discharge  because 
he  hadn’t  had  time  to  get  his  proficiency 
and  conduct  marks  up. 

What  had  been  at  nightmare  for 
everyone  up  and  down  the  line  left  most 
of  the  participants  believing  in  people, 
even  if  they  are  still  a  little  shy  about 
some  aspects  of  “the  system.” 

Ken  will  be  going  back  to  college  next 
winter  with  a  biology  major  and  plans  for 
graduate  work  in  environmental  studies. 
He  admits  to  being  a  lot  wiser  now: 

“Up  until  the  time  I  went  into  the 
Marines  I  was  pretty  immature.  It 
wasn’t  until  after  I  found  out  the  hard 
realities  of  life  that  I  started  thinking 
about  what  I  had  been  taught.  The 
Christian  religion  was  the  main  influence 
in  all  my  thinking. 

“I  guess  there’s  a  kind  of  division 
there.  On  the  one  hand  you’re  taught  to 
love  your  neighbor  and  not  to  kill.  At  the 
same  time  you’re  taught  to  fight  for  your 
country,  and  you  have  to  kill  people  to  do 
that.  I  don’t  think  I  resolved  that  until  I 
went  into  the  Marines.” 

Since  Ken  had  made  his  peace  with  the 
Marines,  I  was  curious  to  know  what  he’d 
think  about  amnesty.  “I’m  more  in  favor 
of  it  now  than  ever  before,”  he  respon¬ 
ded.  “It  would  be  easy  for  me  to  say  they 
should  have  to  go  through  what  I  went 
through,  but  it  all  seems  pretty  pointless. 
Most  of  what  I  had  to  do  when  I  turned 
myself  in  was  time-consuming  red  tape 
and  administrative  work.” 

Contrary  to  most  reports  out  of 
Canada,  Ken  insists,  most  of  the  fellows 
there  aren’t  radicals  or  haters  of  the  U.S. 
who  wouldn’t  come  home  on  a  bet.  Nor 
are  all  of  them  there  because  they’re 
conscientious  objectors  or  strictly  op¬ 
posed  to  the  war.  Many  are  there,  said 
Ken,  because  they  couldn’t  get  along  in 
the  military,  though  he’s  sure  the  war 
heightened  the  problem. 

That  may  sound  like  the  beginning  of  a 
hard  line,  but  Ken  feels  this  group  of  men 
has  been  victimized  the  most.  They  don’t 
have  concrete  reasons  for  what  they’ve 
done,  he  explained,  so  they  feel  the  exile 
more  strongly  than  the  people  who  are 
prepared  to  stay  in  Canada  “until  hell 
freezes  over”  for  their  convictions. 

“I  think  they  are  more  in  need  of  help 
than  the  people  who  can  write  80  pages  on 
why  they’re  opposed  to  the  war,”  he 
concluded. 

From  deserter  to  joiner,  Ken  is  ready 
to  get  back  in  the  mainstream  of 
American  society,  joined  by  his  wife 
Nancy,  and  obviously  wants  to  take  as 
many  of  his  peers  with  him  as  he  can. 


church  conference,  to  lay  out  options  and 
help  set  budget  priorities. 

“In  inflationary  times,  it  isn’t 
shameful  to  admit  we  can’t  do  it  all,”  is 
the  way  one  pastor  put  it.  “But  we  can  do 
some  things  well  —  and  we  will,  if  our 
congregations  are  solidly  behind  these 
efforts.” 

All  seven  pastors  said  they  are  strongly 
connectional,  and  conference  ap¬ 
portionments  are  high  on  their  list  of 
‘budget  priorities.  Four  of  them,  however, 
would  like  to  see  their  conferences 
^tighten  up  on  administrative 
“housekeeping”  expenses. 

A  pastor  in  California  says  he  fusses  all 
the  time  about  increased  conference 
headquarters  expenses.  “They  continue 
to  hire  staff,  continue  to  give  raises,  and 
the  local  church  can’t  do  that.  If  we  have 
to  cut  back  this  year,  I’m  going  to 
recommend  we  trim  that  part  of  our 
apportionment.” 

Another  man  echoed  that  feeling:  They 
do  a  good  job.  We  aren’t  asking  them  to 
retrench  —  we  strongly  support 
benevolences  and  world  service 
programs  —  but  we  just  hope  they’ll 
recognize,  cut  waste  wherever  they 
can.” 

All  seven  churches  are  planning  low- 
key  campaigns  this  year. 

One  large  church  has  given  up  every- 
m ember  canvasses  “because  there's  just 
too  much  opposition.”  Another  has  never 
canvassed  because  it’s  too  big  and  its 
membership  is  too  scattered.  Letters  and 
brochures  will  go  out,  of  course.  And  one 
church  plans  to  ask  its  members  to  tithe 
one  month  next  year. 

At  Centenary  UMC  in  St.  Louis,  the 
campaign  will  be  even  lower-keyed  than 
most.  For  the  12th  consecutive  year, 
Centenary  will  conduct  a  unique 
program.  Without  pledges,  signatures, 
canvasses  or  pleas  from  the  pulpit, 
Centenary  supports  a  sizeable  plant  and 
program  and  seven  mission  causes 
besides. 

The  method?  One  letter  to  members, 
asking  them  to  submit  unsigned 
“estimates  of  intended  giving”  for  the 
following  year,  and,  if  they  wish,  to 
provide  shares  or  part-shares  for  their 
choice  of  mission  causes. 

In  all  the  years,  says  their  pastor.  Dr. 

J.  Lester  McGee,  the  church  has  never 
incurred  a  deficit  or  failed  to  pay  a  bill  on 
time.  Furthermore,  working  with  a 
budget  based  on  the  “EIG’s,”  Centenary 
has  always  ended  the  year  with  a  sur¬ 
plus. 

There  are  optimists  and  pessimists  in 
the  ministry,  as  elsewhere.  At  one  end  of 
the  scale,  Hie  projection  for  ’75  may  be 

Bishop  James  H. 
Straughn  dies 

BALTIMORE  (UMC)  —  Retired 
United  Methodist  Bishop  James  H. 
Straughn,  97,  a  prominent  figure  in  the 
1939  unification  of  three  Methodist 
bodies,  died  at  his  home  here  September 
9. 

Bishop  Straughn  was  president  of  the 
Methodist  Protestant  Church,  and 
chairman  of  its  union  commission,  when 
it  joined  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  and  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South,  to  form  The  Methodist 
Church.  He  was  one  of  three  church 
leaders  shown  in  a  widely-distributed 
photograph  clasping  hands  to  symbolize 
the  union. 

Since  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church 
did  not  have  bishops,  he  was  one  of  two 
men  elected  to  the  episcopacy  in  ac¬ 
cordance  with  the  plan  of  union.  After 
brief  service  in  Oregon,  he  was  assigned 
to  the  Pittsburgh  Area  where  he  retired 
in  1948. 

A  native  of  Centreville,  Md.,  Bishop 
Straughn  held  degrees  from  Western 
Mayland  College  and  the  former  West¬ 
minster  Theological  Seminary,  as  well  as 
honorary  degrees  from  a  number  of 
schools.  Ordained  in  1903,  he  held 
pastorates  in  Washington,  D.C.,  Lynch¬ 
burg,  Va.,  Baltimore,  Md.,  and  Laurel 
Md. 

Survivors  include  a  daughter,  Mrs. 
Robert  W.  Pratt  of  Baltimore.  Mrs. 
Straughn  died  in  1965. 


somewhat  gloomy:  the  money  is  still 
there,  even  in  inflation,  but  it  may  not  go 
to  the  church,  without  a  deeper  sense  of 
commitment  than  we’ve  seen  in  the  past. 

At  the  other  end,  to  quote  one  pastor, 
“Our  people  will  come  through.  They 
always  do.” 

Somewhere  in  the  middle  lies  a 
challenge  which  will  undoubtedly  be 
hurled  from  many  a  pulpit  these  next  few 
months:  “In  the  dark  times,  the  church 
always  shines  through.  Let  your  light  so 
shine  .  .  .” 

Bill  threatens 
care  for  aging , 

says  UM  official 

CHICAGO,  Ill.  (UMC)  —  Inclusion  of 
philanthropic  aid  as  “income”  for  the 
nation’s  elderly  threatens  the  entire 
system  of  voluntarism,  a  United 
Methodist  executive  in  care  for  the  aging 
has  warned. 

The  Social  Security  Administration  has 
interpreted  the  charitable  benefits 
received  by  persons  in  non-profit  homes 
as  bieng  unearned  income,  according  to 
Daniel  Ozelis,  of  the  United  Methodist 
Joint  Task  Force  on  Health  and  Welfare 
Issues.  However,  an  amendment  to  the 
Social  Security  laws  which  would  rule  out 
such  an  interpretation  currently  is  in  a 
House-Senate  Conference  Committee. 

Ozelis,  speaking  for  the  Joint  Task 
Force,  has  urged  the  Congressional 
conferees  to  approve  the  amendment 
which  was  offered  to  HR  13631  by  Sen. 
Russell  Long  of  Louisiana. 

If  the  per  capita  cost  of  care  in  a  non¬ 
profit  home  were  $300  a  month,  Ozelis 
explained,  and  if  the  resident  was  paying 
$135  a  month  toward  the  cost  from 
federal  old-age  benefits,  the  Social 
Security  administration  has  ruled  the 
resident  is  receiving  approximately  $165 
in  unearned  income.  Ozelis  noted  the 
interpretation  makes  the  resident 
ineligible  for  continued  benefits. 

“Clearly  this  situation  poses  a  far- 
reaching  threat  to  the  future  of  health 
and  welfare  services  rendered  on  a 
voluntary  not-for-profit  basis,”  Ozelis 
stated  in  a  letter  to  the  Congressional 
conferees. 

“I  would  go  so  far  as  to  suggest  that 
unless  this  situation  is  remedied,  the 
combination  of  reduced  income  to  the 
individual  and  the  effect  of  inflation  on 
philanthropic  giving  may  well  signal  the 
ultimate  demise  of  voluntarism  in  this 
country.” 

The  intent  of  Congress  in  establishing 
the  Supplementary  Security  Income 
(SSI)  program,  Ozelis  said,  was  to  in¬ 
crease  the  dollar  amount  to  eligible 
recipients.  Instead,  the  administrative 
interpretation,  he  claimed,  has  reduced 
the  dollar  amount  to  many  recipients. 
Ozelis,  who  is  president  of  Methodist 
Homes  and  Services  in  Chicago,  said 
many  elderly  persons  also  have  been 
disenfranchised  from  Medicaid  benefits 
due  to  the  same  administrative  in¬ 
terpretation. 


Happy  birthday? 
It  all  depends! 


Sophie  will  be  eight  years  old 
tomorrow.  She  lives  in  India.  Her 
father  is  dead,  and  her  mother  was 
left  destitute  —  with  four  children. 
We  took  Sophie  into  our  orphanage, 
but  we  need  a  sponsor  to  help  keep 
her  there.  Someone  to  love  her,  and 
provide  for  her.  Will  you  be  the 
one? 

WHAT  YOU  CAN  DO 
Sponsoring  Sophie  or  some  other 
child  in  one  of  our  orphanages  in 
India,  Korea,  Guatemala,  or  Brazil 
will  be  a  rewarding  undertaking 
for  an  individual,  a  family,  Sunday 
School  class,  or  some  other  group. 
We  invite  youth  groups  to  par¬ 
ticipate.  You  will  receive  complete 
information  on  “your”  child,  and 
you  may  write  him  if  you  wish.  The 
cost  is  still  just  $10  a  month. 
WORLD  S  CHILDREN.  INC.  is 
appi  jved  by  the  U.S.  government 
so  that  payments  are  tax  deduc¬ 
tible.  Investing  in  a  child  is  in¬ 
vesting  in  eternity. 


wish  to  sponsor  a 
child  where  need  is 

greatest _ 

I  prefer  a  child  in 

Enclosed  is  payment 
for  first  month;  Full 
year - 


Name  _ 
Street- 
City  — 


State  and  Zip _ 

WRITE  TO:  Rev.  &  Mrs. 
Albert  E.  Purviance,  WORLD’S 
CHILDREN.  INC..  Box  626. 
Cheyenne,  Wyoming  82001. 


PAGE  4  THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 

Study-travel  experience  shared  by  500 
United  Methodists  in  England  and  Scotland 


|  Three  phases  of  group  travel 


By  SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 
TM/  UMR  Editor 

EDINBURGH,  Scotland  —  Some  took 
the  high  road  (Chicago)  and  others  took 
the  low  road  (Dallas).  In  all,  500  United 
Methodists  ended  up  in  Scotland  at  the 
same  time  —  converging  at  New  College, 
Edinburgh  University  here  in  mid- 
August  for  a  10-day  period  of  study  with 
some  of  that  country’s  most  outstanding 
Christian  leaders. 

The  event  for  which  all  came  together 
was  an  ambitious,  first-of-its-kind  ex¬ 
periment  designed  to  combine  travel  and 
short-term  continuing  education  within 
the  context  of  Christian  community. 

Planned  by  an  Advisory  Committee  of 
six  United  Methodist  bishops,  the  trip 
included  principal  stops  in  London  and 
Edinburgh,  with  intermediate  stops  in 
between  at  such  historic  landmarks  as 
Oxford  University  (where  John  and 
Charles  Wesley  attended;  Stratford-on- 
Avon,  Epworth  (birthplace  of  the 
Wesleys),  York  Cathedral,  Coventry 
Cathedral  and  Abbottsford  (home  of  Sir 
Walter  Scott). 

The  educational  part  of  the  trip  in¬ 
volved  a  series  of  lectures  and 
discussions  tied  together  under  the 
general  theme  “The  Living  Word  in  the 
World.’’  Highlighting  this  part  of  the 
experience  were  lectures  by  world- 
renowned  biblical  scholar  William 
Barclay  and  world-renowned  preacher 
James  S.  Stewart.  Eight  other  Scottish 
ministers  and  theologians,  including  Dr. 
Hugh  Anderson,  Dr.  Franz  Hildebrand, 
and  Dr.  John  McIntyre,  also  lectured. 

Each  participant  had  the  option  of 
attending  up  to  a  total  of  22  lectures 
during  the  10  days  on  campus.  Those 
desiring  to  do  so  could  gain  up  to  six 
hours  of  academic  credit  by  following  up 
their  attendance  at  the  lectures  with  the 
preparation  of  formal  papers. 
‘Recognize  God’s  hands  in 
these  experiences’ 

Keynoting  the  educational  experience 
at  an  opening  worship  service  in  the 


For  anyone  who  has  ever  read  William 
Barclay’s  writing  —  or  even  heard  of  him 
by  reputation  —  the  opportunity  to  hear 
him  lecture  in  person  was  a  special 
privilege. 

His  lecture  style,  like  that  of  his  books 
and  commentaries,  is  simple  and  easy  to 
understand.  Always  more  concerned 
with  bringing  the  Bible  to  life  in  a  fresh 
and  interesting  way  than  in  debating  fine 
points  of  theology,  Professor  Barclay 
was  at  his  best  in  providing  his  listeners 
with  an  oral  exegesis-exposition  of  I 
Corinthians  13  one  day  and  Romans  12 
the  next. 

Even  those  few  who  had  not  been  ex¬ 
posed  to  Dr.  Barclay  previously  were 
taken  by  his  obvious  grasp  of  the  Bible 
and  his  ability  to  relate  it  to  con¬ 
temporary  life. 

The  following  gems,  excerpted  from 
his  two  lectures,  illustrate  the  point.  On 
the  type  of  love  Paul  wrote  about  to  the 
Corinthians,  he  said:  “This  (agape)  love 
was  a  new  way  of  talking  about  love 
found  only  in  the  Bible.  It  involves 
seeking  good  for  the  other  no  matter 
what  the  other  is  like  or  what  he  has 
done.  This  type  of  love  doesn’t  involve  the 
Christian  lying  on  his  face,  but  being  able 
to  stand  in  other  people’s  shoes.  We  can 
easily  become  so  busy  saving  our  own 
souls  that  we  are  unable  to  find  the  time 


Scottish  church  adjacent  to  the  campus, 
Bishop  W.  McFerrin  Stowe  of  Dallas  told 
the  group:  “Our  purpose  here  is  to 
combine  travel  and  study.  The  Advisory 
Committee  has  chosen  to  bring  you  in 
contact  with  some  of  the  great  Christian 
scholars  of  Scotland.  However,  we  also 
had  in  mind  a  deeper  purpose,  that  of 
providing  you  with  new  opportunities  to 
experience  Christ.  As  we  listen  to  the 
lectures,  and  see  the  roses,  the 
cathedrals,  the  Scottish  highlands,  and 
the  mixture  of  clouds,  rain  and  sun,  we 
need  to  recognize  the  hands  of  (jod  in  all 
these  things,”  he  said. 

Adding  a  touch  of  humor  and  truth. 
Bishop  Stowe  said:  “John  Wesley  and 
John  Knox  must  be  really  having  a  good 
time  right  now.  They’re  somewhere  up 
there  seeing  all  these  Methodists  in  a 
Scottish  (Presbyterian)  church,  shaking 
their  heads  and  saying,  ‘Thank  God,  it’s 
finallv  happening.’  ” 

Such  moments  of  levity  in  the  midst  of 
otherwise  serious  business  were  a 
regular  part  of  the  common  experience 
for  500  United  Methodists  who  came 
together  from  across  the  United  States  — 
with  major  concentrations  of  par¬ 
ticipants  from  Indiana,  Iowa,  Michigan, 
Missouri,  Oklahoma  and  Texas.  (Six 
weeks  earlier,  charters  from  the  North¬ 
east  and  Southeast  United  States  brought 
400  other  United  Methodists  on  an 
identical  study  tour.  In  all,  church- 
persons  from  33  states  participated. ) 

Members  of  both  the  Chicago  and 
Dallas  charters  were  almost  uniformly 
impressed  with  both  the  quantity  and 
quality  of  the  travel-study  experience. 
Arrangements  by  the  Advisory  Com¬ 
mittee’s  executive  director,  Dr.  James 
Ridgway  and  retired  bishop  James 
Henley  —  using  the  services  of  Wholesale 
Tours  International  —  were  ex¬ 
ceptionally  well  planned  and  executed 
overall.  The  cost  of  a  round-trip  com¬ 
mercial  airline  ticket  alone  would  exceed 
the  amount  paid  for  the  total  17-day 
experience  by  participants  ($668). 


to  help  each  other  in  practical  ways. 
When  this  happens,  Christian  love  is 
missing.” 

On  the  difficulty  of  practicing  the 
whole  of  the  gospel:  “Have  you  evei' 
noticed  that  it’s  much  easier  to  “weep 
with  those  who  weep’  than  it  is  to  ‘rejoice 
with  those  who  rejoice’?  Christians  are 
supposed  to  do  both.” 

Explaining  Paul’s  famous  doctrine  of 
justification  by  faitli,  upon  which  much  of 
the  Protestant  Reformation  was  based: 
“God  treats  the  unjust  sinner  as  though 
he’d  been  a  good  man  because  of  God’s 
great  mercy.” 

On  Paul’s  approach  to  the  faith,  and 
ours:  “Every  one  of  Paul’s  letters  is 
divided  into  two  parts:  theology  and 
ethics.  Every  ethic  needs  a  theological 
base  to  be  authentic;  every  theology 
must  have  ethical  fruit  to  be  authentic. 
We  are  not  saved  by  works,  as  some 
suggest:  we  are  saved  by  God  for 
works.” 

On  the  church  as  the  Body  of  Christ, 
and  ecumenism:  “There  is  nothing  in  the 
New  Testament  to  justify  seeking  to  form 
a  single  church.  As  in  the  human  body 
there  are  many  different  parts  working 
together,  there  should  be  many  different 
churches,  each  working  their  own  way  as 
parts  of  Christ’s  Body.” 


The  travel  part  of  the  program  was 
actually  divided  into  three  different 
segments:  (1)  in  and  around  London; 
(2)  en  route  to  Edinburgh;  and  (3)  in 
and  around  Edinburgh. 

With  the  exception  of  the  second  part  — 
which  involved  a  long  bus  ride  with 
numerous  planned  stops  over  a  three^day 
period  —  individuals  were  provided  with 
significant  blocks  of  free  time  and 
numerous  options  for  spending  it. 

In  London,  most  of  the  persons  who 
were  there  for  the  first  time  took  ad¬ 
vantage  of  group  tours  to  Westminster 
Abbey,  Wesley’s  Chapel,  Parliament, 
Buckingham  Palace,  etc.  Persons  who 
had  seen  these  sights  before  were 
allowed  to  plan  outings  of  their  own  to 
such  outlying  places  as  Canterbury  (the 
shrine  of  Thomas  Beckett)  dr  Cam¬ 
bridge.  Most  of  the  group  chose  to  visit 
the  theatre  at  least  one  evening.  A 
strangely  dramatic  and  historic  moment 
for  many  on  the  Dallas  charter  involved 
staying  up  until  2:00  a.m.,  London  time, 
to  see  and  hear  President  Nixon’s 
resignation  speech  on  BBC. 

Riding  through  the  British  countryside 
and  visiting  that  land’s  enormous  gothic 
cathedrals  and  its  smaller  Methodist 
chapels,  gives  one  a  renewed  sense  of 


It  is  against  this  backdrop  of  the 
group’s  experiences  that  two  basic 
evaluative  questions  must  be  posed: 
(1)  Is  it  possible  for  a  group  of  church 
people  —  especially  clergy  —  to  drop 
their  professional  roles  and  just  relate  to 
one  another  as  people?;  and  (2)  Is  it 
possible  for  any  significant  amount  of 
education  to  ,  take:  place  among  a  large 
group  of  people  with  diverse  interests 
and  backgrounds  gathered  for  a  short 
time? 

The  answer  to  both  questions  is  a 
qualified  “yes.” 

A  sense  of  community  emerged 
In  tne  early  stages  of  the  trip,  the  group 
looked  and  acted  very  much  like  what  it 
was:  many  individual  United  Methodist 
ministers  and  laypersons.  As  time 
elapsed,  barriers  gradually  began 
dropping.  A  lot  of  ties  and  suits  came  off 
after  a  few  days  —  replaced  by  sports¬ 
wear  and  Scottish  tarns.  In  varying 
degrees,  members  of  the  group  began  to 
be,  and  to  relate  to  each  other  as 
themselves. 

Of  course,  in  a  group  of  500,  it  is  im¬ 
possible  for  everyone  to  relate 
meaningfully  to  everyone  else.  In  the 
course  of  two  weeks,  however,  many  new 
associations  across  geographical  lines 
were  formed,  many  associations 
developed  into  friendships,  and  many 
friendships  were  deepened  by  the  in¬ 
timate,  day-by-day  experience  of  eating, 
studying  and  traveling  together. 

Educationally,  each  participant 
received  about  what  he  put  into  it.  For 
those  who  attended  most  of  the  lectures 
and  worship  services,  and  then  entered 
into  both  formal  and  informal 
discussions  about  them,  much  new  in¬ 
sight  was  gained.  Those  who  are  seeking 
academic  credit  for  their  participation 
doubtless  gained  —  or  will  gain  —  even 
more  in  preparing  jfpjrpaJ  papers. 
More  like  a  retreat  than  ,  tJ  >t 
an  academic  exercise 
For  most,  the  educational  experience 
in  Edinburgh  must  be  classified  more 
like  participation  in  a  retreat  or 


appreciation  for  his  spiritual  heritage. 
Whether  visiting  the  Cathedral  at  York  — 
which  dates  back  to  Roman  times  —  or 
the  house  in  which  John  Wesley  was 
born,  or  the  old  and  new  cathedrals  side- 
by-side  at  Coventry,  one  is  drawn  into 
communion  with  the  rootsiof  our  past  in  a 
way  seldom  experienced  in  the  United 
States. 

Scotland:  a  different  land 

Although  a  part  of  Great  Britain, 
Scotland  is  very  much  a  different  land 
from  England.  Many  took  advantage  of 
optional  bus  tours  to  variqus  parts  of  the 
land  which  produced  Rob«b  Burns,  Sir 
Walter  Scott  and  Robert  Louis  Steven¬ 
son.  Many  others  rented  cars  or  vans  and 
experienced  the  dual  thrill  of  seeing  the 
Scottish  countryside  and  “driving  on  the 
wrong  side  of  the  road”  during  their  non¬ 
study  hours. 

Whether  by  bus  or  car,  exploring  an¬ 
cient  castles,  touring  the  Scottish 
highlands  and  lake  country  in  search  of 
the  LocfyNess  monster,  walking  amid  the 
heat^f .  ipd  thistles,  or  just  strolling 
down  the  *  Royal  Mile  in  Edinburgh, 
members  of  the  group  came  to  regard 
Scotland  as  one  of  the  most  beautiful 
spots  in  God’s  creation. 


worktop  than  in  a  rigorous  academic 
exerqjse.  By  their  nature,  the  seminars 
included  only  two  or  four  lectures  by 
each  faculty  member  —  thereby 
precluding  in-depth  consideration  of  any 
single  subject.  Many  participants,  while 
expressing  appreciation  for  the  ex¬ 
periences  which  were  offered,  wished 
aloud  that  they  might  have  spent  the  full 
time  with  just  one  or  two  faculty  mem¬ 
bers  such  as  Dr.  Barclay,  rather  than 
part  of  two  or  four  mornings  with  many 
different  lecturers. 

Even  with  this  limitation,  the 
educational  value  of  the  trip  cannot  be 
judged  solely  —  or  even  primarily  —  on 
the  form  and  content  of  the  lectures. 
Sharing  the  lectures  and  sights  together 
with  many  other  United  Methodists  made 
for  an  unforgetably  valuable  overall 
experience.  As  Bishop  Stowe  suggested 
should  be  the  case,  most  of  the  group 
experienced  a  new  sense  of  Christ’s 
presence  in  community  with  other 
Christians.  That  in  itself  made  par¬ 
ticipation  worthwhile. 

An  expanded  program 
planned  for  1975 

Based  on  the  overwhelmingly  positive 
response  to  their  first-time  efforts,  and 
hoping  for  many  repeat  participants,  the 
Advisory  Committee  has  already  made 
tentative  plans  for  an  expanded  program 
of  study  and  travel  during  the  summer  of 
1975.  TTiose  events  will  focus  around  the 
general  theme  “The  Ancient  Gospel  in  a 
World  of  Revolution,”  and  will  be  held  at 
King’s  College  of  the  University  of 
London.  Among  the  faculty  will  be  Dr. 
Colin  Morris,  Dr.  Malcolm  Muggeridge, 
Lord  Soper,  Dr.  Kenneth  Greet,  and  one 
holdover  from  this  year’s  program,  Dr. 
Hugh  Anderson. 

Plans  are  for  charter  flights  to  be 
scheduled  from  points  convenient  to  all 
parts  of  the  United  States.  Cost  will  be 
$739,  with  $50  scholarships  available  for 
ministers. 

Further  information  may  be  secured 
from:  Committee  for  Educational 
Opportunity,  P.O.  Box  23446,  Oakland 
Park;  Florida  33307. 


Barclay:  Proving  a  reputation 


Two  basic  evaluative  questions 


Small  :  The  Bible  is  primary 


Dr.  James  S.  Stew¬ 
art,  one  of  Scot¬ 
land’s  most  famous 
preachers,  is  still  in 
great  form  despite 
his  almost-80  years. 


Tax  ruling  may  not 
effect  publishing  house 


A  relatively  unknown  lecturer  —  Dr. 
Leonard  Small,  pastor  of  St.  Cuthbert’s 
Church  in  Edinburgh  —  provided 
ministerial  members  of  the  group  with 
some  of  their  most  stimulating  moments 
as  he  spoke  and  answered  questions 
regarding  biblical  preaching  to  con¬ 
temporary  situations. 

Summarizing  his  approach,  Dr.  Small 
told  the  group:  “The  preacher’s  main 
task  is  to  educate.  There  have  never  been 
so  many  books  and  other  materials 
available  for  us  to  study.  However,  I 
believe  the  Bible  must  continue  to  be  our 
primary  educational  resource.  Other¬ 
wise,  we’re  simply  digesting  the  latest 
far-out  version  of  the  latest  theological 
fad,  and  regurgitating  it  to  our 

Stewart:  ‘Preach 

True  to  his  reputation,  Dr.  James 
Stewart  spoke  more  as  a  preacher  than 
as  a  lecturer.  Although  nearing  80  years 
of  age,  he  came  across  strong  and  clear 
to  clergy  and  laypersons  alike. 

His  messages  to  the  group  were 
exemplified  by  this  assertioh:  ‘The  most 
urgent  need  in  the  church  today  is  not 
some  abstraction  —  like  Bishop 


Prof.  William 


congregations.  What  we  need  to  do  is 
read  the  Bible,  read  other  materials,  run 
it  all  together  through  our  minds,  and 
then  give  our  hearers  informed  biblical 
interpretation  and  exposition.” 

Expanding  on  this  basic  theme,  Dr. 
Small  said:  “Many  of  us  are  trying  so 
hard  to  be  ‘with  it’  that  we  have  come  to  a 
point  of  standing  for  nothing  distinctive. 
Rather  than  ‘ad  hoc  preaching,’  what’s 
needed  today  are  sermons  on  basic 
Christian  beliefs,  coherently  stated. 
Contrary  to  what  some  seem  to  think,  I 
believe  congregations  find  it  refreshing 
today  to  hear  a  preacher  stand  up  and  tell 
what  he  believes  and  why,  rather  than 
expounding  his  doubts.” 

the  word  of  God’ 

Robinson’s  ‘ground  of  being’  —  nor  some 
psychological  or  Freudian  view  of 
reality,  but  a  surer  grasp  of  Christ’s 
power  to  strengthen  us  through  the  Holy 
Spirit.  This  is  the  challenge  coming  to 
you  from  your  congregation :  to  preach 
the  Word  of  God  such  that  God  may 
speak  through  you,  and  then  send  them 
back  into  the  world  to  be  His  people.” 


NASHVILLE  (RNS)  -t-  A  Tennessee 
Supreme  Court  ruling  on  the  property  tax 
exemption  of  church-owned  publishing 
agencies  here  is  apparently  not  as 
narrow  as  first  thought,  and  may  not 
affect  the  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House  as  first  feared. 

In  response  to  a  petition  from  the 
Southern  Baptist  Sunday  School  Board, 
the  state  High  Court  said  property  is  non¬ 


taxable  if  it  is  used  for  activities  having 
institutional  (denominational) 
authorization. 

A  ruling  handed  down  in  June  seemed 
to  imply  that  Sunday  School  Board 
property  would  be  exempt  only  if  it  was 
used  for  specifically  denominational- 
related  activities.  \c.  q:  :  . 

The  June  decision  applied  both  to  the 
Southern  Baptist  operation  and  to  the 
United  Methodist  Publishing  House,  n 
was  initially  feared  that  property  of  the 
two  firms  used  for  religion-in-general  or 
for  ecumenical  projects  might  not 
qualify  for  exemption. 

In  a  petition  for  rehearing,  the  Sunday 
School  Board  asked  the' state’s  Supreme 
Court  to  clarify  questions  related  to  the 
categorization  of  materials,  the  con¬ 
stitutionality  of  the  approach  taken  in 
terming  non-exempt  those  areas  serving 
religious  rather  than  denominational 
purposes  and  the  legal  procedures  to  be 
followed. 

While  the  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House  was  not  a  party  to  the  Southern 
Baptist  request  for  clarification,  some 
provisions  of  the  response  will 
presumably  apply  to  that  agency. 


Barclay  doing  his  thing  with 


I  Corinthians  13  and  Romans  12 
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Rosehall  Church, 
adjacent  to  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Edin¬ 
burgh.  is  a  familiar 
sight  to  500  Ameri¬ 
can  Methodists  who 
spent  a  major  por¬ 
tion  of  10  days  there 
this  summer  hear¬ 
ing  sermons  and 
lectures,  and  parti¬ 
cipating  in  discus¬ 
sion  groups. 


Iowa  Holy  Spirit  meeting 
has  ‘cautious  optimism’ 


By  CLYDE  CHESNUTT 
Staff  Writer 

DES  MOINES  —  “Cautious  optimism” 
might  aptly  describe  the  mood  of  nearly 
4,000  persons  registered  here  for  the 
Conference  on  the  Holy  Spirit  sponsored 
by  the  United  Methodist  Iowa  Annual 
Conference,  September  14-15. 

Laypersons  and  clergy  poured  in  from 
all  over  the  state  to  explore  and  ex¬ 
perience  the  present  day  phenomenon 
known  as  the  charismatic  or  spirit-filled 
movement.  They  worshipped;  sang; 
discussed  matters  of  the  spirit  in 
workshops;  heard  reports  of  healing; 
listened  to  persons  who  prayed,  spoke 
and  sang  in  tongues;  heard  visions  ex¬ 
plained;  and  went  away  knowing,  as  one 
laywoman  said,  “Something  happened; 
the  Spirit  moved  among  us.” 

In  what  may  rank  as  the  first  con¬ 
ference  of  its  kind  sponsored  in  recent 
years  by  a  United  Methodist  annual  con¬ 
ference,  the  Iowa  Conference  in  May 
ordered  its  Board  of  Evangelism  to  host 
the  assembly.  Conference  leaders  said 
that  some  persons  objected  to  the 
conference  because  they  feared  it  would 
be  too  emotional,  but  the  leaders 
concluded  that  most  Iowa  United  Meth¬ 
odist  came  with  a  cautious  yet  open  mind 
to  see  what  could  happen. 

Bishop  James  S.  Thomas,  resident 
bishop  of  the  Iowa  area,  set  the  tone  for 
the  conference  when  he  welcomed 
registrants  at  the  Veterans  Memorial 
Auditorium.  He  pointed  to  the  gathering 
as  a  “clear  evidence  of  the  spiritual 
hunger  within  people  and  the  moving  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  in  our  times.” 

Bishop  Thomas  also  taught  a  workshop 
on  the  doctrine  of  the  Holy  Spirit  and 
preached  at  the  service  of  holy  com¬ 
munion  Sunday  morning. 

At  the  heart  of  the  conference  were  two 
events:  the  workshops  and  the  worship. 
The  29  workshops  focused  on  the  Holy 
Spirit  in  matters  such  as  business, 
doctrine,  social  action,  youth,  family 
living,  baptism,  gifts  and  healing.  About 
half  of  the  workshops  were  taught  by 
laypersons  and  a  third  of  the  teachers 
were  from  denominations  other  than 
United  Methodist. 

Major  addresses  at  the  worship  ser¬ 
vices  were  given  by  charismatic 
speakers  the  Rev.  Dennis  Bennett  and  his 
wife.  Rita.  Episcopalians  from  Seattle, 


Wash.;  Dr.  David  du  Plessis,  interna¬ 
tional  lecturer  and  Pentecostal  clergy¬ 
man  from  Oakland,  Cal.;  and  the  Rev. 
Tommy  Tyson,  United  Methodist  evange¬ 
list  from  Goldsboro,  N.C. 

In  the  official  conference  program  one 
paragraph  read:  “Brothers  and  sisters 
who  have  proved  and  recognized 
prophetic  ministries  in  the  local  com¬ 
munities  have  been  asked  to  sit  on  the 
platform  so  that  the  Lord  can  speak  to  us 
at  appropriate  times  during  the  sessions 
through  the  charismatic  gifts.”  A  dozen 
“spirit-filled”  United  Methodists  per¬ 
formed  this  ministry  at  intervals  during 
worship  services. 

Overall  response  of  the  participants  to 
the  conference  varied,  though  generally 
positive.  A  pastor’s  wife  from  a  north 
central  Iowa  town  said  she  did  not  like 
the  idea  of  everyone  having  to  express 
their  emotions  outwardly  in  the  same 
manner,  such  as  the  charismatic 
practice  of  holding  up  both  hands  during 
prayer.  “I  felt  the  Spirit  move  within 
me,”  she  said,  “but  I  don’t  like  to  have  to 
show  it  outwardly.” 

An  Iowa  pastor  declared,  “It’s  fan¬ 
tastic  that  the  United  Methodist  Church 
allows  such  freedom  for  each  person  to 
worship  and  witness  as  we  desire.” 

An  Albin,  Iowa,  layperson  said  he  had 
experienced  some  “ups  and  downs”  at 
the  conference,  but  he  felt  it  was  a  worth¬ 
while  experience.  Traveling  from  De 
Witt,  Neb.,  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Connie 
Buehler  said  the  conference  was  a  gpod 
thing  and  that  they  hope  their  own 
conference  in  Nebraska  will  do 
something  similar. 

Conference  leaders  hosted  the  affair 
“on  faith”  since  the  annual  conference 
appropriated  only  $500  and  expenses 
were  expected  to  reach  nearly  $10,000. 
The  Saturday  night  offering  amounted  to 
more  than  $8,000  and  12  more  large 
baskets  full  of  money  were  collected  at 
the  Sunday  service. 

At  the  end  of  the  conference  many  Iowa 
United  Methodists  believed  they  un¬ 
derstood  better  the  remarks  made  by 
Dennis  Bennett  in  his  opening  address: 
“The  movement  of  the  Holy  Spirit  is  not 
just  an  interesting  variety  of  church 
renewal.  It  is  the  heart  of  renewal.  The 
Holy  Spirit  empowers  people  to  love  God 
and  work  for  social  justice.  And  praise 
God!  The  story  of  the  world  is  not  over 
yet.” 


GIVE 
AND 

RECEIVE 

Why  not  do  both? 

How? 


Through  PLANNED  GIVING 

•  Express  your  faith  in  Christian  mission  .  . . 

•  Assure  a  lifetime  income  for  yourself  and  your  loved 
ones. 

Discover  how  federal  and  state  tax  laws  encourage 
deferred  giving  to  private  benevolences,  including  your 
church’s  global  mission. 

Explore  new  ways  to  become  a  source  of  hope  and  heal¬ 
ing  in  Christ’s  name. 

For  information,  return  the  coupon  below: 


-  -Please  send  information  on  Planned  Giving  for  mission  which  will 
provide  me  with  a  lifetime  income. 

— Please  send  information  on  how  I  can  give  to  mission  through  my 
will  or  through  bequests. 


NAME: _ 

ADDRESS:. 


Return  to:  BOARD  OF  GLOBAL  MINISTRIES  OF  THE  UNITED 
METHODIST  CHURCH 

Current  and  Deferred  Gifts:  Warren  Loesch  and  Polly  Darr, 
Directors 

475  Riverside  Drive,  New  York,  N.Y.  10027,  Room  1316 

Dept.  T1 


Additional  page  of 
Louisiana  news 

This  issue  of  the  LOUISIANA  UNITED 
METHODIST  is  two  pages  “strong’ “  in 
news  and  pictures.  This  is  an  effort  to 
print  much  of  the  backlog  of  material 
which  has  come  to  this  office.  All  of  it  is 
important,  and  interesting  and 
noteworthy.  Unhappily,  we  have  not  been 
able  to  publish  everything.  If  you  do  not 
see  a  story  which  you  have  sent,  do  not  be 
discouraged;  we  will  see  that  your 
material  is  printed.  This  edition  of  two 
pages  will  not  be  our  regular  format, 
since  it  adds  an  additional  cost  to 
production,  a  cost  for  which  there  is  no 
budget.  For  this  time,  it  is  just  a  little 
something  “extra.” 


HANGING  UP  THE  LINE  on  the  Felicity  bus  story  —  Charles  E.  Turrentlne, 
Chairman  of  the  Administrative  Board,  First  Church,  Alexandria,  and  the  Rev. 
Harvey  G.  Williamson,  pastor  of  First  Church.  As  previously  reported  in  this 
newspaper,  First  Church  made  a  contribution  of  $1900  to  the  bus.  In  this  picture  Mr. 
Williamson  was  talking  with  the  Rev.  "Bob”  Jamieson,  pastor  of  Munholland 
Church,  Metairie,  relative  to  the  participation  of  both  Churches  in  the  fund-raising 
effort.  Munholland  church  also  made  a  significant  donation.  [ Editor's  note:  If  our 
readers  will  pardon  a  pun,  the  "wires  were  crossed”  in  this  now  completed  story  — 
this  picture  was  scheduled  to  be  a  part  of  the  original  story,  but  arrived  too  late  to 
make  the  deadline.  The  bus  is  paid  for;  ’ine  is  hereby  “hung.”] 


A  native  of  Shreveport,  he  was 
educated  at  Centenary  College  and 
Tulane  University.  He  retired  in  1970  and 
immediately  began  working  as  an  as¬ 
sociate  pastor  at  First  Church,  New 
Orleans. 


Among  his  pastorates  and  other  posts 
were  Parker,  St. Bernard,  and  Felicity, 
New  Orleans;  and  St.  Joseph’s,  Lake 
Arthur  and  for  several  years  during 
World  War  II  he  was  a  chaplain  in  the 
U.S.  Army. 


Shown  above  at  a  recent  organizational  meeting  of  the  Louisiana  Conference 
Commission  on  Higher  Education  are:  the  Rev.  Jack  S.  Winegeart,  secretary  of  the 
commission;  Dr.  William  H.  Patrick,  Jr.,  commission  chairman;  the  Rev.  Freddie 
C.  Henderson,  campus  minister  at  Southern  University;  Dr.  Douglas  McGuire, 
commission  vice-chairman;  and  the  Rev.  James  E.  Wilson,  campus  minister  at 
Northeast  Louisiana  University.  The  campus  ministers  were  guests  of  the  com¬ 
mission  for  its  afternoon  session  at  Horseshoe  Drive  Church,  Alexandria. 


Funeral  services  were  held  at  First 
Church,  New  Orleans,  September  23rd 
with  the  Reverends  George  Ross  and 
Robert  B.  Crichlow  officiating.  Survivors 
include  his  wife  Edrith  and  three  sons, 
William  F.,  Donald  E.,  and  Alvin  L. 
Smith;  and  one  daughter,  Mrs.  John 
Egloff. 
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special  about  United  Methodism? 


SEP  27  m'4 


Youth  to  meet,  seek  answers 


United  Methodist 
Youth  from 

throughout  the 
Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  will 

gather  at  Quinn 
Auditorium.  Louisi¬ 
ana  College,  Pine- 
ville,  for  a  day-long 
meeting  on  October 
5  to  explore  the 
various  facets  of 
United  Methodism, 
its  heritage  and  its 
tradition.  The 

theme  is  “What’s 
So  Special  about 


United  Method-ism?" 

Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield  is  keynote 
speaker,  and  he  will  lift  up  various 
aspects  of  the  unique  contributions  from 
the  history  and  tradition  of  our  Church. 

The  entire  program  will  attempt  to 
spell  out  what  is  unique  and  special  about 
being  of  the  United  Methodist  faith  and 
tradition.  This  will  provide  an  opportun¬ 
ity  for  United  Methodist  youth  from 
across  the  state  to  recognize  and  affirm 
our  church  heritage.  It  is  a  convocation 
for  all  youth  of  the  Conference. 

Registration  will  begin  at  9:30,  and  a 
small  fee  of  $3.00  is  charged.  This 


includes  lunch  at  Louisiana  College.  The 
group  gathering  is  at  10  A.M. 

Bishop  Crutchfield's  message  will  be  at 
10:30  A.M.  and  at  11  A.M.,  groups  will  be 
formed.  A  large  part  of  the  day  will  be 
spent  in  the  smaller  group  discussions 
with  resource  persons  in  each. 

Interest  groups  will  consider  the 
following  designated  topics  of  concern: 

“What’s  So  Special  About  United 
Methodism?"  (theologically,  histori¬ 
cally,  liturgically,  etc.  speaking). 

"The  Church  and  Women's  Lib”  Issue: 
The  role  of  women  in  the  church. 

“When  The  Church  and  I  Disagree” 


Conference  on  the  Holy  Spirit 
slated  for  October  3,  4,  5 


Dr.  Davi 


Seamands 


The  Board  of  Dis- 
cipleship  has  been 
preparing  the  Con¬ 
ference  on  the  Holy 
Spirit  for  nearly 
two  years  and  con¬ 
fidently  expects 
several  hundred 
laymen  and  clergy 
to  be  on  hand  at 
First  Church,  Pine-  oC<....o.ua 
ville,  October  3-5  when  the  conference 
convenes. 

In  two  sections,  one  for  ministers  and 
one  for  laymen,  participants  will  be  led 
by  Dr.  David  Seamands,  pastor  of  the 
Wilmore  United  Methodist  church,  Wil¬ 
more,  Kentucky,  and  Dr.  Robert  G. 
Tuttle,  Jr.,  Program  Area  Chairman  for 
Evangelism  for  the  Rocky  Mountain 
Conference.  Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield 
and  Area  Provost  Ralph  Cain  will 
participate  in  panel  discussions  with  Drs. 
Seamands  and  Tuttle. 


The  section  for 
ministers  will  begin  IS 
at  2:00  P.M,  on  !  1 
Thursday.  October  ' 

3  and  end  on  Fri- 
day,  October  4  at  12  * 

o’clock,  noon. 

The  for  jT 

the  laity  will  begin 
at  2:00  P.M.  on  Dr.  Robert  G. 
Friday,  October  4  Tuttle,  Jr. 

and  end  at  noon  on  Saturday,  October  5. 

During  the  conference  Dr.  Seamands 
will  speak  on  “The  Holy  Spirit  and 
Healing  Our  Damaged  Emotions"  and 
“The  Holy  Spirit  and  Our  Temptations.” 
Dr.  Tuttle’s  topics  will  be  “The  Life  of 
God  In  The  Soul  of  Man”  and  “Fruit  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  Is  Love.” 

Registrations  should  be  sent  to  the 
Rev.  Carey  Martin,  320  Mattie  St., 
Denham  Springs,  La.  70726.  The  registra¬ 
tion  fee  is  $6.00.  Each  person  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  provide  for  his  own  lodging  and 
meals. 


CONFERENCE  AUDIO-VISUAL  LIBRARY 


Attention: 

Stewardship  And 
Finance  Work  Area 


$ 

oan  T 


P.O.  Box  4325 
Shreveport  71 104 
318/868-5362. 


II 


Here  are  resources  available  on  loan 
from  your  Conference  A  V  Library  to 
assist  you  in  your  annual  financial  drive, 
or  in  stewardship  education  at  any  time 
in  the  year. 

I.  Filmstrips: 

PASSING  THE  BUCK 
Stewardship  education  with  emphasis 
on  proportionate  giving,  presented  in 
informal,  humorous  manner. 
BUILDING  A  WINNING  TEAM 
A  description  of  the  process  of 
development  and  organization  of  the 
COMMITMENT  PLAN.  (Goes  with 
•  new  manual.)  Helpful  to  the  local 
church  in  understanding  the  overall 
program  structure.  This  filmstrip 
also  has  a  record  that  goes  with  the 
filmstrip. 

Movies: 

AND  ON  THE  EIGHTH  DAY 
World  Service  documentary;  a  typical 
Methodist  church  through  World 
Service  giving  changes  from  a  local 
church  to  a  world  church. 

GOD’S  WILL  THROUGH  YOURS 
A  widow  supports  a  young  son  and 
aging  father;  father  indicates  he 
would  like  to  leave  his  estate  to 
support  his  daughter  and  grandson; 
but  dies  intestate.  A  couple  observing 


James  Bopp  resigns 
post  at  Dulac 

James  Bopp,  Executive  Director  of 
Dulac  Community  Center,  has  resigned 
his  post  effective  this  fall  and  will  accept 
employment  in  New  Jersey. 

Mr.  Bopp  has  served  as  director  at 
Dulac  for  the  past  four  years.  A  Search 
Committee  has  been  appointed  to  find  a 
replacement. 

The  Dulac  Community  Center  was 
begun  in  1923  by  Miss  Wilhelmina  Hooper 
as  a  school  for  Indian  children  and  has 
grown  through  the  years  to  embrace 
many  community  services.  The  work  is  a 
project  of  the  National  Division,  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  It  is  also  a  Louisiana  Conference 
Advance  Special. 


Issue:  Authority  in  various  levels  o! 
United  Methodist  structures  vs.  individu¬ 
al  understanding  and  commitment. 

Also,  “Do  Youth  Have  a  Voice  in 
Church  Decisions?”  Issue:  Youth  in¬ 
volvement  and  participation  in  various 
local  church  decision  making. 

“Should  The  Church  Speak  Out  on 
Issues  of  the  Day?”  Issue:  Social 
principles  of  the  local,  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence,  General  Conference  levels. 

“The  Trinity:  God  the  Father,  God  the 
Son,  God  the  Holy  Spirit.” 

“Can  Youth  Be  Christian  in  School,  on 
the  Campus,  on  a  Date,  at  Home?” 


Issue:  Moral  and  Ethical  teaching. 

This  well-planned  program  will  give 
youth  the  opportunity  to  discover  United 
Methodist  approaches  and  answers  to 
such  issues.  It  is  also  an  opportunity  to 
affirm  who  youth  are  as  United  Method¬ 
ists. 

At  the  end  of  the  day’s  activity  youth 
and  youth  leaders  will  participate  in  a 
giant  celebration  of  United  Methodist 
tradition.  Banners,  songs,  collages,  and 
balloons  will  help  to  celebrate  the 
occasion.  This  will  be  a  moment  of 
worship  when  participants  recognize  and 
celebrate  the  presence  of  God  in  our 
traditions  as  is  known  in  Christ  and  as  He 


is  experienced  in  the  Holy  Spirit. 

Goal  for  attendance  is  1000,  and 
churches  are  urged  to  bring  carloads,  or 
bus  loads  to  this  event. 

Acting  Youth  Coordinator  for  the 
Conference  is  the  Rev.  Willis  Dear, 
associate  minister,  First  Church,  Slidell. 
Serving  on  the  Conference  Youth  Team 
are:  President,  Donna  Hendryx,  First 
Church,  New  Iberia,  vice-president, 
Rory  Dyson,  Winan  Church,  Franklin- 
ton;  secretary,  Kathy  Dobbs,  Barksdale 
Church,  Bossier  City;  treasurer,  Bruce 
Hearn,  First  Church,  Baton  Rouge;  LAP 
Educator,  Susan  Callahan,  First  Church, 
Lake  Charles. 
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the  resulting  difficulties  decides  to 
take  definite  steps  to  plan  their  wills. 
THE  HIDDEN  HEART 
A  family  learns  the  joy  of  giving. 
THE  SECRET  OF  THE  GIFT 
As  he  receives  the  Sunday  morning 
offering,  an  usher  reflects  on  the 
experiencs  behind  the  giving  of  dif¬ 
ferent  persons.  Stewardship  of 
money:  why  we  give. 

THE  SPENDERS 

Two  families  are  shown,  both  with 
money  problems,  but  one  seems  to 
have  more  problems  than  others. 
When  the  one  family  with  more 
money  but  with  more  money 
problems,  too,  asks  the  other  family 
for  assistance,  some  directions  for 
real  Christian  stewardship  are 
brought  forward. 

WILL  OF  AUGUSTA  NASH: 

A  physics  teacher,  father  of  two 
children,  is  left  a  large  sum  of  money 
by  his  aunt,  with  strings  attached. 
One  is  that  he  is  to  tithe. 

III.  Cassette  Tapes 

SOUND  STRATEGY  AND  BAKER’S 
DOZEN 

A  Companion  to  the  COMMITMENT 
PLAN  Handbook.  A  big  help  for 
pastors,  church  decision-makers,  the 
“Coaching  Staff”  and  individual 
participants. 

IV.  Media  Kit: 

MONEY  AND  THE  CHRISTIAN: 
Money  and  the  Christian  is  a  multi- 
media  kit  (record,  filmstrip,  game 
and  chart)  which  presents  money  as 
an  extension  of  self,  a  source  of 
power,  and  a  reveler  of  values  —  and 
is  therefore  concerned  with  the 
nature  and  development  of  Christian 
commitment. 

While  you  are  planning  your  budget  for 
next  year,  why  not  include  a  good 
filmstrip  projector  or  a  movie  projector 
in  case  your  church  does  not  own  one?  All 
the  resources  of  AV  are  available  to  your 
church  if  you  have  access  to  the  equip¬ 
ment  you  need  to  utilize  them.  A  good 
filmstrip  projector  is  Model  666  N  from 
Cokesbury  ($74.50).  Kodak  and  Bell  and 
Howell  16mm  Projectors  are  available  at 
discount  for  $670.50  and  $668.70  respec¬ 
tively,  from  CRS,  P.  O.  Box  990,  Dallas, 
Texas,  75221. 


,  a  I  i  ^  ***  ~ 

Annua!  Men's  Day  Celebration  was  held  at  the  Camphor  Church,  Baton  Rouge, 
Augu8t25.  Theme  for  the  special  event  was  "Religion  and  the  Deeds  of  Men.”  Shown 
In  this  picture  are  participants  and  special  guests  and  members  of  the  program 
committee.  They  are:  [front  row,  from  left]  —  the  Rev .  George  W.  C.  Calvin, 
pastor;  William  Jones;  Press  L.  Robinson,  chairman;  Mrs.  Melba  Simmons, 
pianist;  State  Senator  Sidney  Barthelemy,  speaker;  State  Representative  Richard 
Turnley;  Ledell  Vlrdue.  Also,  [back  row,  from  left]  —  McKinley  Mayes;  Bennie 
Felders;  Oris  Williams;  Sherman  Flanders;  Robert  Jones;  Earl  Taylor,  soloist. 

Missionaries  to  visit  Ruston  District 


Missionaries 
Dorothy  and  Joseph 
M.  Davis,  who  will 
speak  in  Downsvllle 
Church  and  to  Rus¬ 
ton  District  UMW, 
October  4-5. 


1974,  and  have  been  visiting  supporting 
churches  this  year.  Mr.  Davis’s  most 
recent  appointment  has  been  as  a 
teacher  at  the  Kayeka-Kimbulu 
Theological  School  in  Mulungwishi  where 
he  was  treasurer.  Prior  to  this  ap¬ 
pointment,  the  Davises  were  stationed 
near  Lodja  in  Central  Zaire,  where  Mr. 
Davis  conducted  in-service  training 
institutes  for  African  village  pastors,  and 
was  also  director  of  a  junior  high  school. 
He  has  served  in  various  other  assign¬ 
ments  in  Zaire  (former  Congo)  since 
1950. 

Mr.  Davis  studied  at  Asbury  College 
and  Asbury  Theological  Seminary, 
Wilmore,  Ky.,  where  he  took  his 
ministerial  training.  He  received  the 
honorary  D.  D.  degree  from  Asbury 
College  in  1961. 


Bishop’s  Message 

Some  exciting  events  are  on  the  calendar  for  October.  Reports  drifting  into 
the  episcopal  office  indicate  that  there  could  be  a  record  breaking  attendance  at 
the  youth  convocation  in  Alexandria  on  October  5.  Young  people  all  over  the 
state  are  making  plans  to  attend  the  one-day  session;  we  have  heard  of  one 
district  that  has  already  chartered  and  filled  four  buses.  More  are  expected.  It 
will  be  a  privilege  to  address  that  fine  and  impressive  group,  and  I  look  forward 
to  it.  The  huge  young  people’s  meeting  will  follow  the  well-planned  Conference 
on  the  Holy  Spirit  at  Pineville  on  October  3-4-5. 

In  mid-October  we  anticipate  a  heavily  attended  gathering  at  Dillard 
University  when  our  conference  hosts  the  National  Convocation  on  Black 
Worship,  October  18-19.  You’ll  hear  more  about  this,  but  I  must  say  it  is  a 
privilege  for  our  conference  to  be  host  to  this  meeting,  and  I  plan  to  attend  all  of 
the  sessions.  ,  .  .  ,  . 

At  the  recent  cabinet  sessions  elaborate  plans  were  made  for  the  emphasis  on 
Church  Membership  and  Recruitment  in  1975,  a  thrust  in  evangelism  mandated 
by  the  Council  on  Ministries  and  the  Annual  Conference  during  recent  sessions. 
More  detailed  development  will  be  presented  at  a  later  date.  It  is  pleasing  to 
note  an  eagerness  to  get  into  this  long  awaited  program  in  recruitment  and 
evangelism. 

Let  us  take  advantage  of  all  these  challenging  opportunities. 


Faithfully 


A  unique  Adult  Program 


The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Joseph  M.  Davis, 
missionaries  to  Africa,  will  be  visiting 
the  Ruston  District  early  in  October. 
They  will  be  in  the  Downsville  Church  on 
Saturday  evening,  October  5  at  a  family 
night  -  covered  dish  supper,  and  will 
participate  in  the  morning  and  evening 
worship  services  there  on  October  6.  The 
Downsville  Church  helps  to  support  the 
Davises  in  their  missionary  effort.  Dr. 
Clyde  W.  Averett  is  the  pastor. 

The  missionary  couple  will  be  guest 
speakers  for  the  Ruston  District  UMW 
meeting  at  the  Homer  Church,  October  6, 
at  2:30  P.M. 

Joseph  Davis  and  his  wife,  Dorothy, 
began  a  one-year  furlough  in  January 

Sudden  illness 
claims  life  of 
Rev.  Alvin  T.  Smith 

While  in  Maine  on  a  trip  to  Nova  Scotia 
the  Rev.  Alvin  T.  Smith,  retired  member 
of  the  Louisiana  Conference,  suffered  a 
heart  attack  and  died  September  19th  at 
age  73. 


Veterans  of 
the  Cross 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Falcon  L.  Hearne  will 
celebrate  their  fiftieth  wedding  an¬ 
niversary  on  September  29  in  a  reception 
in  their  honor  given  by  relatives  and 
friends.  The  reception  will  be  held  at  108 
Hemlock  Circle,  West  Monroe,  between 
the  hours  of  two  and  five  in  the  afternoon. 


By  DR. BENTLEY  SLOANE 

Since  my  retirement  I  have  had  an 
opportunity  to  visit  various  churches  and 
to  note  some  new  and  exciting  program 
ventures.  At  First  Church,  Shreveport,  I 
related  myself  to  the  adult  teaching 
program  which  I  found  to  be  unique. 
There  are  approximately  25  classes 
covering  all  ages  and  special  interest 
groups  for  the  entire  church  mem¬ 
bership.  These  classes  are  of  various 
sizes  and  employ  several  procedures  of 
teaching  with  a  team  of  teachers  for 
each.  Basically  there  are  two  courses 
offered  each  quarter:  the  regular 
“Living  Bible  Series”  and  certain 
electives  such  as  contemporary  re¬ 
ligious  movements,  home  and  family 
relations,  Christian  ethics,  etc. 

A  most  unique  feature  is  fhc  \se  of  a 
closed  TV  circuit  with  a  receiving  set  in 
each  classroom.  The  lessor,  tapes  are 
presented  each  Sunday  morning  for  15 
minutes  after  which  the  teacher  takes 
over  for  the  remainder  oi  the  hours.  He 
or  she  may  lecture,  call  for  questions, 
precipitate  discussion,  or  let  the  group 
proceed  as  it  wishes. 

The  tapes  are  prepared  in  the  church 
studio  using  Dr.  Webb  Pomeroy  and  Dr. 
Robert  Ed  Taylor  of  Centenary  College, 
visiting  professors  from  Perkins  School 
of  Theology,  General  Board  staff 
members,  writers  of  current  units,  and 
other  specialists  from  the  local  com¬ 
munity.  In  the  Bible  studies  the  TV 
lecture  deals  in  depth  with  the  particular 
passages  under  study  and  presents  some 
basic  theological  views  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  Some  of  the  tapes 
dealing  with  electives  are  presented  in 
dialog  form  by  the  ministers  and  certain 
invited  guests  who  are  experts  in  certain 
fields. 


Another  unique  feature  of  this  program 
is  a  regular  Monday  luncheon  for  all 
members  of  teaching  teams  with  the 
ministers  and  the  adult  division  staff. 
The  tape  for  the  next  Sunday  is  shown 
and  the  Rev.  David  Dykes,  director  of  the 
adult  program,  leads  the  discussion.  All 
participate.  Dr.  D.  L.  Dykes,  the  Rev. 
Jim  Moore  and  other  ministers  present 
enter  the  discussion.  This  group 
sometimes  meets  as  late  as  2  P.M.  and 
is  itself  a  unique  teaching-learning 
group. 

The  Adult  Council  centers  the  program 
once  each  quarter  in  the  form  of  a 
planning  group,  suggesting  courses  to  be 
used,  evaluating  the  program,  and 
suggesting  procedural  changes  and 
improvements.  Mrs.  Margaret  Walker  is 
the  adult  coordinator,  and  with  David 
Dykes  presides  over  the  planning  group. 

The  most  unique  feature  of  the  First 
Church  program  is  the  guiding  genius  of 
the  pastor.  Doctor  Dykes.  He  relates 
himself  directly  to  the  adult  teaching 
program,  as  is  seldom  the  case  in  many 
larger  churches.  He  conceived  the  idea  of 
the  closed  circuit  TV  as  a  method  of 
guiding  and  correlating  the  efforts  of  all 
adult  teachers.  The  prepared  tapes  give 
the  interpretation  of  the  best  Methodist 
scholars  and  writers,  and  the  pastor 
himself  participates  fully  in  the  Monday 
discussions  sharing  his  own  theological 
views  and  the  basic  theological  stance  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church.  The 
teaching  group  is  free  to  discuss  and 
present  a  wide  variety  of  views  and  in¬ 
terpretations,  and  in  this  way  there  is 
diversity,  consensus  and  unity  in  pur¬ 
pose.  The  pastors  believe  that  preaching 
and  congregational  worship  must  be 
supported  by  graded  studies  for  every 
adult,  youth  and  child. 
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Editorial 

Justice,  mercy  and  the  Christian  faith 
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In  a  recent  eight-day  span,  our  nation’s 
nev;  chief  executive  announced  decisions 
on  two  tragically  divisive  issues  of  long 
duration:  the  situation  of  Richard  Nixon 
and  the  situations  of  thousands  of  young 
Americans  who  in  one  way  or  another 
refused  to  participate  in  the  Vietnam 
War 

In  each  case.  President  Ford  was 
confronted  by  competing  demands:  the 
demand  that  our  process  of  criminal 
justice  be  allowed  to  take  its  course,  and 
the  demand  that  mercy  should  be  shown. 
In  each  case,  Mr.  Ford  opted  for  a  show 
of  mercy  —  in  one  case  unconditionally 
and  in  the  other  conditionally.  He  gave  as 
overriding  reasons  for  his  actions  a 
desire  to  heal  the  tragic  wounds  inflicted 
by  Watergate  and  our  nation’s  in¬ 
volvement  in  Vietnam  and,  thereby,  to 
allow  our  national  consciousness  to  focus 
on  other  pressing  concerns. 

In  neither  case  could  President  Ford 
have  expected  his  actions  to  increase  his 
popularity  politically.  The  divisions  of 
the  past  are  too  deep  and  the  competing 
points  of  view  too  different  for  any  single 
course  of  action  to  please  all  the  nation’s 
citizens.  It  is  not,  therefore,  surprising 
that  Mr.  Ford’s  actions,  at  least  initially, 
have  served  more  to  reignite  old  debates 
than  to  heal  old  wounds. 

Christians  are  inevitably  drawn  into 
the  debate,  both  as  citizens  who  have 
experienced  the  national  traumas  which 
“Vietnam”  and  “Watergate”  symbolize, 
and  even  more  basically  as  persons  who 
profess  a  faith  which  clearly  affirms  both 
justice  and  mercy. 

Discussion  should  focus 
on  Justice  and  Mercy 

It  is  at  the  point  of  focusing  the  current 
discussion  on  the  issues  of  justice  and 
mercy  that  we  believe  Christians  may 
contribute  most  significantly  to  healing 
the  nation’s  wounds. 

We  believe  it  would  be  unreasonable  to 
suggest  that  a  single  reaction  should  be 
expected  by  all  Christians  to  either  of  Mr. 
Ford’s  decisions.  The  issues  themselves 
are  too  complex  and  filled  with  am¬ 
biguity  to  warrant  a  simplistic  reaction 
from  any  perspective.  Much  as  we  might 
wish  it  otherwise.  Scripture  does  not 
provide  Christians  with  precise,  all 
inclusive  guidelines  for  dealing  with 
persons  who  have  violated  a  nation’s 
laws.  At  best,  Christians  may  be  ex¬ 
pected  to  consider  the  specific  issues  at 
hand  in  light  of  their  understanding  of  a 
biblical  witness  which  affirms  both  law 
and  compassion,  and  reach  individual 
decisions  which  are  consistent  with  that 
understanding. 

In  this  respect,  we  commend  President 
Ford  for  taking  actions  faithful  to  his  own 
Christian  conscience,  regardless  of 
whether  )ye  agree  or  disagree  with  the 
specific  actions  he  took. 

As  we  have  sought  specifically  to 
evaluate  Presideht  Ford’s  unconditional 
■.-It  vd  1  >nBrin  'Off  •  1  *' 


pardon  for  Mr.  Nixon  and  his  conditional 
amnesty  for  Vietnam  resisters  in  light  of 
the  biblical  witness  regarding  justice  and 
mercy,  our  attention  has  turned  again 
and  again  to  a  remarkable  parable  of 
Jesus  which  is  recorded  in  the  15th 
chapter  of  Luke’s  gospel.  It  is  commonly 
known  as  the  parable  of  the  prodigal  son. 
One  Biblical  model:  Luke  15 

This  parable  concerns  a  recklessly 
irresponsible  younger  son,  a  scrupu¬ 
lously  upright  elder  son,  and  a  loving 
father.  After  giving  up  any  further  rights 
as  a  son  by  asking  for,  receiving  and 
squandering  his  inheritance,  the  younger 
son  decides  in  desperation  to  return  and 
seek  servant’s  status  in  his  father  home. 
Seeing  his  son  returning,  the  father  - 
with  no  consideration  to  why  he  is 
returning  -  runs  to  meet  him  and 
welcome  him  back  as  a  son.  The  elder 
son  feels  great  resentment  that  his 
brother  should  be  accepted  back  on  any 
terms,  much  less  given  a  royal  welcome. 

What  we  discern  in  this  parable  is  a 
model  for  understanding  justice  and 
mercy  as  God  applies  them  to  us,  His 
sinful  creatures.  The  implication  is  that 
we  should  go  and  do  likewise. 

From  this  perspective,  justice  in  the 
usual  sense  seems  violated  by  the  un¬ 
warranted  gift  of  mercy  to  the  one  who 
has  done  wrong  —  particularly  if  viewed 
from  the  point  of  view  of  the  elder 
brother.  It  is  precisely  from  that  type  of 
vantage  point  that  most  of  us  view  both 
the  situation  of  our  former  President  and 
the  situations  of  those  who  refused  to 
serve  in  Vietnam. 

It  may  be  argued  on  several  grounds 
that  the  parable  of  the  prodigal  son  is  not 
an  applicable  model  for  these  situations. 
First  of  all,  the  prodigal  son’s  wrong¬ 
doing  did  not  involve  breaking  the  law. 
Second,  he  admjtted  the  error  of  his  ways 
before  being  forgiven. 

Without  claiming  precise  parallels  in 
all  details,  however,  we  believe  this 
parable’s  basic  message  about  dealing 
mercifully  with  wrongdoers  is  applicable 
to  those  present  situations. 

By  any  yardstick,  Richard  Nixon  is  a 
tragic  figure.  Charges  regarding  the 
legality  and  morality  of  his  actions  while 
President  are  well  known.  That  some 
believe  these  charges  should  be  dealt 
with  in  courts  of  law,  while  others  believe 
he  has  “suffered  enough  already,”  is 
equally  well  known.  That  a  pardon  for 
him  raises  serious  questions  regarding 
equal  justice  for  persons  serving  under 
him  who  are  now  in  prison  or  facing  trial 
is  likewise  well  known.  The  fact  is, 
President  Ford  considered  all  these 
factors  and  decided  to  grant  Mr.  Nixon  a 
full  pardon.  Viewed  from  the  model  of 
justice  and  mercy  provided  by  the 
parable  of  the  prodigal  son,  we  affirm 
this  course  of  Action. 

Vietnam:  a  national  tragedy 

The  Vietnam  War,  by  dfty  yardstick, 


On  the  TM/UMR  Beat 


Where  is  our  home? 
Where  the  church  isldjFh* 


“Where  are  you  from,  little  boy?”  the 
woman  at  the  amusement  park  asked  my 
3-year-old  son. 

“Uh,  uh,  uh,  uh,  uh  Texas!”  he  an¬ 
swered,  quickly  going  back  to  some 
security-type  thumbsucking  that  told  me 
he  really  wasn’t  sure.  Meaningless 
names  like  Indiana,  Columbus, 
Indianapolis,  Fort  Worth,  Dallas,  and 
Texas  had  undoubtedly  spun  through  his 
mind  as  he  stuttered.  Depending  on  what 
time  during  the  past  month  he  had  been 
asked  the  question,  any  one  of  the  an¬ 
swers  might  have  been  correct. 

I  joined  the  editorial  staff  of  The  Texas 
Methodist/  United  Methodist  Reporter 
September  1,  uprooting  my  wife  and  two 
children  from  our  native  Indiana  and 
moving  to  Dallas.  In  many  ways,  my 
son’s  uncertainty  reflected  similar 
feelings  in  me. 

Moving  is  a  frightening  experience  no 
matter  how  old  you  are.  It  means  leaving 
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the  security  of  a  “known”  experience 
and  changing  into  an  unknown  world.  It 
is  a  threatening  experience,  similar  to 
the  feeling  I  had  as  a  child  the  first  time  I 
was  “lost”  from  my  parents  in  a  large 
department  store. 

It  appeared  during  my  first  week  here 
that  the  whole  city  of  Dallas  had  plotted 
to  “get”  me. 

-Traffic  patterns  were  insane.  In  the 
mornings  all  streets  were  one-way  away 
from  my  office.  In  the  evenings  as  I 
headed  home  all  streets  had  reversed 
and  were  one-way  back  toward  the  office. 
No  street  went  the  right  direction  and 
every  corner  was  marked  “no  turns.” 

-The  gas  company  was  not  interested 
in  providing  gas  for  hot  water  or  cooking. 
They  agreed  to  turn  on  the  gas,  then 
before  they  did  so  they  sent  me  a  “pink 
slip”  saying  they  were  shutting  it  off 
because  I  hadn’t  paid  the  deposit  they 
had  not  asked  for. 

-I  opened  a  checking  account  at  a  local 
bank,  but  when  I  tried  to  cash  a  check  the 
computer  caught  a  bank  error  in  my 
account  number  and  refused  to  give  me 
any  money.  I  decided  in  desperation  to 
use  my  credit  card  instead  and  was  told 
my  Indiana  credit  card  would  not  work 
here. 

Thus  problems  piled  on  top  of 
problems,  on  and  on. 

People  were  faceless  and  nameless. 
They  stuck  their  hands  out  for  payment; 
they  shouted  I  was  driving  in  the  wrong 
lane;  they  said  “you’ll  have  to  get  in 
another  line,  this  window  is  now  closed.” 

I  was  ready  for  another  letdown 
Sunday  as  my  family  and  I  attended 
church  for  the  first  time  in  our  new 
environment.  A  new  church  was  another 
adjustment;  and  it  meant  another  set  of 
people  who  would  know  each  other  and 
wouldn’t  know  me.  I  knew  how  churches 
were  supposed  to  work  in  situations  like 
this,  yet  years  as  a  layman  told  me  it 
isn’t  always  so. 

This  time  it  did. 

We  were  greeted,  we  were  helped,  we 
were  directed,  we  were  talked  to  —  we 
were  made  to  feel  a  part  of  a  community 
of  Christians.  We  left  church  with  a  whole 
new  outlook  on  Dallas  and  a  feeling  that 
we  had  not  “left”  our  church  in  Indiana 
—  or  our  home,  for  that  matter. 

We  wished  we  had  begun  our  week  at 
church  instead  of  ending  it  there.  We  had 
looked  for  our  new  home  at  the  bank,  at 
the  supermarket,  on  the  freeway  and  in 
our  neighborhood,  but  had  found  it  with 
other  Christians  in  church. 

We  no  longer  were  lonely  in  a  big  city, 
because  the  church  worked  as  it  should. 

“Where  are  you  from,  little  boy?” 
Dallas  or  Indianapolis  or  anywhere,  it 
doesn’t  matter. 

-BUD  HERRON 


stands  as  a  national  tragedy  which  has 
created  untold  anguish  both  for  those 
who  supported  it  and  those  who  opposed 
it.  A  few  of  the  specific  human  tragedies 
resulting  from  individual  decisions  made 
during  the  war  have  been  recounted  in 
the  series  of  articles  we  have  published 
during  the  past  month.  The  anguished 
stories  which  have  not  and  will  never  be 
published  number  in  the  tens  of 
thousands . 

Many  persons  conscientiously  regard¬ 
ed  the  Vietnam  War  as  an  effort  to  insure 
freedom  for  the  people  of  Vietnam  and  to 
protect  our  freedoms  at  home.  These 
persons  served  their  nation  honorably 
and  courageously.  Others,  who  sensed 
the  uncertain  direction  of  our  war  effort, 
chose  participation  in  it  as  the  lesser  of 
two  evils.  Many  others  served  in  Vietnam 
without  considering  the  question  of  right 
or  wrong  —  choosing  instead  to  depend 
on  the  wisdom  of  their  government’s 
political  and  military  leaders.  Many  who 
went  to  Vietnam  did  not  return;  many 
others  returned  with  permanently 
damaged  bodies.  Many  parents  and 
wives  and  children  endured  untold  grief 
and  heartache  as  a  result  of  participation 
by  sons  and  husbands  and  fathers.  To 
many  of  those  who  still  bear  the  painful 
scars  of  Vietnam,  the  suggestion  that 
those  who  refused  to  participate  in  the 
war  effort  should  receive  amnesty  of  any 
kind  is  unthinkable. 

On  the  other  side,  many  persons 
regarded  our  nation’s  involvement  in 
Vietnam  as  senseless  and/  or  illegal 
and/  or  immoral.  From  this  view, 
freedom  was  violated  rather  than 
protected  by  our  nation’s  support  of  a 
tyrannical  regime  in  Saigon,  and  honor 
was  violated  by  the  military  tactics 
which  were  employed  (napalm, 
fragmentation  bombs,  search  and 
destroy  missions,  etc.)  by  our  nation’s 
military  forces. 

For  many,  these  convictions  grew  out 
of  Christian  conscience;  for  many  of 
these,  conscientious  objector  status  was 
denied.  Undeniably,  many  others  refused 
to  serve  as  the  result  of  the  far  less  lofty 
motives.  Whatever  the  motives,  the 
human  results  were  the  same  for  those 
who  were  not  privy  to  almost  unlimited 
student  deferments:  homes  and  families 
were  uprooted  and  torn  apart  by  deci¬ 
sions  not  to  serve  in  Vietnam;  oppor¬ 
tunities  to  get  a  job  or  start  a  family 
in  this  country  were  quashed  in  favor  of  a 
jail  cell  or  the  designation  “fugitive”  or 
“deserter.”  To  these  who  have  already 
suffered  through  long  years  of  public 
disgrace  or  exile,  the  suggestion  that 
they  should  now  “earn”  their  freedom  by 
performing  alternative  service  seems 
anything  but  just  or  merciful. 

Justice  for  all  is  not  possible 

No  course  of  action  taken  now  can  undo 
the  anguish  already  suffered  by  those 
who  served  or  refused  to  serve  in  a 
morally  questionable  war.  Neither  those 
who  served  nor  those  who  refused  to 
serve  may  legitimately  be  grouped 
together  as  faceless  animals  under  the 
designation  “warmonger”  or  “coward.” 
Nearly  every  man  of  an  entire  generation 
made  a  decision,  or  avoided  making  a 
decision,  on  an  individual  basis.  Only 
each  individual  can  know  how  and  why 
he  did  what  he  did.  No  single  course  of 
action  applied  to  all  the  different 
situations  of  those  who  resisted  or 
deserted  can  be  called  just. 

Viewed  in  the  midst  of  such  ambiguity, 
and  from  the  model  of  justice  and  mercy 
provided  by  the  parable  of  the  prodigal 
son,  we  believe  that  anmesty  for  those 
who  refused  to  participate  in  the  Vietnam 
War  —  for  whatever  reasons  —  should 
now  be  declared,  conditioned  only  by  the 
willingness  of  those  to  whom  it  is  offered 
to  reaffirm  their  loyalty  to  the  United 
States.  We  are  grateful  that  President 
Ford  has  taken  a  first  step  in  this 
direction;  we  hope  that  he  —  or  Congress 
—  will  soon  take  the  courageous  next  step 
which  alone  can  truly  put  the  Vietnam 
tragedy  behind  us. 

Rule  of  law  reaffirmed 

Beyond  affirming  unconditional  mercy 
in  these  concrete  situations,  which  are 
bound  indelibly  to  national  tragedies  of 
long  duration,  we  believe  it  is  important 
for  us,  as  Christians,  to  reaffirm  our 
commitment  to  civil  law  and  civil  justice. 
It  is  the  obligation  of  governments  to 
make  and  enforce  just  laws.  It  is  the 
obligation  of  citizens  to  respect  and  obey 
the  law.  If  a  citizen,  for  reason  of  con¬ 
science,  considers  a  law  unjust,  we 
believe  every  effort  should  be  made  to 
change  the  law  by  lawful  means.  If,  as  a 
last  resort,  a  citizen  feels  there  is  no 
alternative  but  to  defy  a  law,  then  that 
citizen  should  be  prepared  to  accept  the 
legal  consequences  of  defiance.  The 
possibility  of  amnesty  or  pardon  should 
never  be  regarded  by  the  Christian 
citizen  as  an  invitation  to  disregard  his 
obligation  to  obey  the  law.  Mercy,  in  the 
biblical  model  we  affirm,  is  never  a  right 
to  be  assumed  or  expected,  but  an  un¬ 
warranted  gift. 

7Lrt  forms 

Lord,  if  the  music 
in  my  soul 

could  be  turned  to  notes, 

I  would  write  You  a  symphony. 

Lord,  if  the  beauty 
that  fills  my  heart 
could  be  caught  with  a  brush, 

I  would  lay  a  canvas  of  it 
before  You. 

If  faith  and  love 

could  turn  to  stone  and  glass, 

Lord,  a  cathedral 
would  rise  from  this  spot. 

But  such  abilities 
are  shared  only  by  few. 

My  only  masterpiece 
to  all  Thy  glory 
is  a  prayer. 

— L.  J.  Stout 

San  Antonio,  Texas 


An  historical  perspective 

Amnesty  and  world  peace 


By  T.  OTTO  NALL 

For  anyone  who  remembers  back  to 
World  War  I,  or  who  served  then  even 
briefly  (only  two  months  for  me),  the 
peace  we  have  all  prayed  for  seems  a 
long  way  down  the  road  —  a  road  that  is 
getting  rougher  and  tougher  every  day. 
And  much  of  the  current  discussion  of 
amnesty  for  war  resisters  becomes  so 
involved  that  the  relationship  with  world 
peace  is  remote,  if  not  nonexistent. 
Peace  of  mind,  peace  with  one’s  sense  of 
pride,  peace  with  the  past  —  all  these 
personal  interests  have  crowded  out  the 
gigantic  task  of  building  a  peaceful 
world. 

Admitting  that  “peace  on  earth, 
goodwill  to  men”  must  be  brought  down 
to  something  more  practical,  like  “peace 
to  the  men  God  favors”  (after  Godspeed) 
or  “peace  on  earth  among  men  of 
goodwill”  (Phillips),  those  who  resist 
war  because  they  are  convinced  that 
killing  and  looting  and  cheating  are 
wrong  for  nations,  as  well  as  for  persons, 
must  give  some  reasons  for  the  faith  that 
is  in  them.  Conscientious  objection  is  not 
enough. 

Two* decades:  how  different 
but  how  similar 

The  two  decades  between  two  world 
wars  —  how  different  they  were  for  being 
so  much  alike  —  found  Methodist  youth, 
along  with  other  young  Christians,  trying 
hard  to  stop  the  drift  toward  a  second 
conflict;  but  it  was  soon  clear  that  the 
Peace  of  Versailles  offered  nothing  but 
an  armed  truce.  The  enthusiasm  for 
world  peace  that  began  with  the  wan¬ 
dering  bands  of  young  singers  in  Central 
Europe  soon  faded.  The  resounding 
resolutions  passed  by  youth  who  were 
tired  of  being  prepared  as  “cannon 
fodder”  for  the  “merchants  of  death”  in 
all  nations,  fell  on  deaf  ears.  The  old 
combinations  of  power  had  been  broken 
up  by  “the  war  to  make  the  world  safe  for 
democracy,”  and  had  been  succeeded  by 
new  threats  to  world  law  and  order.  The 
League  of  Nations,  without  the  support  of 
the  United  States,  languished;  and  the 
World  Court,  without  a  generally  ac¬ 
cepted  body  of  international  law,  was 
helpless. 

Soon  American  youth  saw  young' 
Italians  marching  in  Black  Shirts,  young 
Germans  in  Brown  Shirts  and  young 
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Russians  wearing  on  their  uniforms  the 
red  scarves  of  the  Young  Communist 
League.  Latin  American  youth,  bubbling 
with  nationalist  ardor,  almost  took  over 
the  World  Youth  Congress  on  the  placid 
Vassar  College  campus,  where  the 
clenched-fish-before-the-forehead  salute 
was  seen  on  the  platform.  Young 
Americans  became  acquainted  with  the 
liberation  movements  being  born  in 
various  parts  of  the  world.  Some  took 
sides  in  the  Spanish  civil  war  and  in  the 
struggles  in  Palestine. 

Pacifism  and  nonpacifism  was  the 
issue  most  talked  about  in  Methodist 
youth  conferences  as  the  clouds  of  war 
blackened  near  the  end  of  the  thirties. 
The  top  question  was:  What  do  we  place 
first  —  the  good  of  church  or  the  good  of 
country?  One  conference  concluded  that 
a  young  Christian,  whether  pacifist  or 
nonpacifist,  ought  to  do  his  job  con¬ 
scientiously,  check  his  own  attitudes, 
keep  in  fellowship  with  other 
peacemakers,  even  though  he  might  not 
agree  with  them,  and  hold  his  ideals 
before  his  government  representatives. 
Non-violent  noncooperation  and  peaceful 
resistance  were  presented  as  the 
Christian  means,  although  some  argued 
that  totalitarianism,  wherever  found, 
must  be  resisted  by  force.  Otherwise, 
dictators,  undefeated,  would  set  up 
controlled  educational  systems  and 
change  the  minds  of  the  people  con¬ 
cerning  ideals  and  institutions. 

Little  idealism  in  World  War  II 

There  was  little,  if  any,  idealism  for 
peace  in  World  War  II.  Most  young 
people  fighting  in  Europe,  Africa  or  Asia 
were  disillusioned  about  world  peace. 
They  fought  or  served  on  conscientious 
objector  projects  because  they  hoped  to 
learn  a  trade,  earn  a  bonus,  or  get  money 
for  college.  Even  the  organization  of  the 
United  Nations,  achieved  after  a  war  that 
started  for  the  United  States  in  the 
ignominy  of  Pearl  Harbor  and  ended  in 
the  blasphemy  of  Hiroshima,  offered 
slender  hope.  The  plight  of  refugees  by 


T.  Otto  Nall 


the  millions  —  homeless,  jobless, 
helpless,  hopeless  —  stirred  up  a  flurry  of 
altruism,  but  the  fierce  anti-Communism 
of  the  American  people  in  the  forties 
could  not  sustain  and  support  interven¬ 
tion  in  Asian  affairs,  even  for  the  purpose 
of  making  or  keeping  peace.  The  wars  in 
Korea  and  Vietnam,  directed  toward 
stopping  or  containing  Russian  and 
Chinese  Communism,  became  in¬ 
creasingly  unpopular  as  their  usefulness 
for  “peace  abroad  and  prosperity  at 
home”  grew  more  and  more  incredible. 

a  new,  more  personal  phase  lObfcIc 

Resisting  war,  for  some  Methodist 
youth,  entered  a  new  and  more  personal 
phase.  Gone  was  the  old  notion  that 
peacemaking  is  a  common  quest  in  which 
one  pacifist  joins  others  of  like  mind  and 
purpose.  Philosophical  pacifism  might 
teach  that  a  peacemaker  must  act  so  that 
there  can  be  a  solution  acceptable  for  all 
parties  to  a  dispute  and  that  violence  will 
be  reduced  in  the  short  and  long  run  of 
any  struggle.  But  these  war  resisters 
wanted  a  personal,  individual  peace 
rather  than  world  peace. 

Draft  dodging  and  deserting  became  a 
form  of  this  struggle  that  began  with 
student  demonstrations  and  strikes,  but 
soon  became  a  solitary  battle.  The  hope 
that  widespread  law-breaking,  in  the 
name  of  a  “higher  and  better  law,” 
would  convince  the  mass  of  Americans 
that  the  resort  to  arms  was  unprofitable, 
illogical  and  even  immoral,  was  doomed 
to  disappointment.  The  protest 
movement  ran  out  of  steam.  Pacifists, 
believing  in  power,  failed  to  develop 
nonviolent  forms  of  power. 

Amnesty  means  forgetting  as  well  as 
forgiving;  it  means  restoration  and 
reconciliation,  not  a  complete  victory  for 
one  faction  over  another.  It  offers  to 
those  who  have  failed  to  find  peace  in 
isolation  and  estrangement  a  new  chance 
to  work  with  others  who  also  strive  and 
search  in  different  and  often  con¬ 
tradictory  ways.  It  brings  to  those  who 
fought  for  peace,  and  never  found  it,  the 
assurance  that  there  are  better  plans  in 
the  economy  of  God.  The  task  is  to  find 
them,  with  His  help. 


Acting  on  sincere  beliefs  not  enough 


To  the  Editor: 

Your  series  on  lives  affected  by  the 
Vietnam  War  is  very  much  needed,  and  I 
thank  you  for  having  the  courage  to  run 
it.  I  am  not  addressing  myself  to  that 
issue,  however,  so  much  as  another 
matter  raised  by  the  article  in  your  Sept. 
13  issue  about  Allen  Clark  Jr.,  the  Green 
Beret  amputee.  The  issue  is  that  of 
Christian  action  in  the  face  of  fact— or,  as 
in  this  case,  the  lack  of  fact. 

I  admire  Mr.  Clark  for  putting  his  faith 
into  action,  although  I  would  disagree 
with  some  of  his  values.  However,  acting 
on  one’s  beliefs  is  all  that  can  be  expected 
of  a  person.  At  least,  that  is  what  I  have 
often  said.  Reading  this  article,  however, 
has  brought  home  to  me  another  aspect 
of  Christian  responsibility  which  we  often 
overlook.  That-  is  the  need  to  know  how 
things  really  are  before  we  react  to  them. 
Even  if  we  react  out  of  Christian  faith,  if 
we  are  reacting  to  a  falsity,  we  may  be 
doing  wrong. 

The  particular  point  in  Mr.  Clark’s 
explanation  of  his  decision  to  become  a 
part  of  U.S.  military  intervention  in 
Indochina  which  struck  me  was  his 
assertion  that  “Anyone  who  knows  the 
history  of  Indochina  realizes  that  the  1954 
partition  between  the  north  and  south 
was  being  broken  by  North  Vietnam.” 
When  I  read  that,  I  was  hit  with  a  sense  of 
grievous  tragedy,  because  we  now  know, 
as  Mr.  Clark  could  not  have  in  1968, 
unless  he  had  bothered  to  study  ex¬ 
tensively  the  situation,  that  this  is  not 
true  at  all. 

I  urge  all  of  your  readers  to  read  the 
1954  Geneva  agreements.  They  are 
reprinted  in  the  Pentagon  Papers,  which 
is  something  all  of  us  should  study  (be 
prepared  for  a  shock).  Section  6  of  the 
Final  Declaration  states  clearly  that 
“the  military  demarcation  line  is 
provisional  and  should  not  in  any  way  be 
interpreted  as  constituting  a  political  or 
territorial  boundary.”  Section  7  then 
provides  for  the  reunification  of  all  of 
Vietnam  by  general  elections  to  be  held 
in  July  1956.  These  elections  were  called 
off  by  Ngo  Dinh  Diem,  who  was  heading 
the  Saigon  government,  because  it  was 
expected  that  the  Communists  would  win 
the  elections  (pp  72-74,  Pentagon  Papers, 
Bantam  paperback  edition).  With  the 
removal  of  political  recourse,  an  in- 
surgence  naturally  began,  but  the 
Pentagon’s  own  study  reveals  that  “Most 
of  those  who  took  up  arms  were  South 
Vietnamese  and  the  causes  for  which 
.they  fought  were  by  no  means  contrived 
in  North  Vietnam.”  During  all  this  time 
the  U.S.  was  supporting  Diem  in  violation 
of  the  Geneva  agreements. 

So,  what  can  we  now  say  about  Mr. 
Clark’s  action?  Certainly  not  that  it  was 
any  less  noble,  nor  that  it  did  not  stem 
from  a  strong  Christian  commitment; 
obviously  it  did.  As  I  see  it,  the  problem  is 
that  the  Christian  commitment  did  not 
cover  a  wide  enough  field:  part  of  our 
commitment  must  be  to  study  carefully 
the  facts  as  they  are,  and  not  as  they  are 
told  us  —  especially  when  our  decisions 
involve  life  and  death.  What  would  have 
happened  if  Mr.  Clark  had  read  the 
Geneva  agreements  or  had  had  access  to 
the  Pentagon  Papers?  What  if  all  of 
America  had  looked  more  carefully  at 
the  truth  of  our  Southeast  Asian  in¬ 
volvement?  How  much  misery  would 
have  been  prevented? 

No,  I  am  afraid  that  acting  on  my 


beliefs  is  not  enough.  I  have  a  respon¬ 
sibility  to  find  out  all  I  can  before  making 
a  Christian  decision.  Only  the  truth  can 
make  us  free.  Only  after  searching 
diligently  for  all  the  facts  can  I  act,  and, 
ruin  the  words  of  Luther,  sin  bravely. 
Anything  else,  I  fear,  is  sinning  wrongly. 

What  a  responsibility  we  bear! 

Robert  Randall  Jr. 
Lakeland,  Florida 

Thanlss  for  printing 

Capt.  Allen  Clark's  story 

To  the  Editor: 

My  sincere  thanks  to  you  for  printing 
Capt.  Allen  B.  Clark,  Jr.’s  story  (TM/ 
UMR,  Sept.  13).  My  thanks  to  him  and 
others  like  him  for  serving  our  country  so 
nobly.  My  thanks  to  God  for  the 
Methodists  of  which  Mr.  Clark  is  a  good 
example,  described  in  Mr.  Hood’s  “Yes,  I 
am  a  Methodist.”  I  found  this  issue  very 
readable  and  thank  you  again. 

Mrs.  Luke  Turnbough 
Edina,  Missouri 

1  vote  against  amnesty! 

To  the  Editor: 

I  wish  to  enter  my  vote  against  am¬ 
nesty  for  the  following  reasons: 

(1)  Amnesty  would  influence  in¬ 
dividuals  to  refuse  to  participate  in 
future  wars  and  this  could  result  in  a  loss 
of  our  country  to  a  foreign  power. 

(2)  Those  requesting  amnesty  because 
of  refusal  to  participate  in  the  armed 
forces  did  have  a  choice.  They  were  not 
forced  to  take  the  slackers  role. 

(3)  Some  think  the  war  resisters  are 
being  mistreated.  But  how  about  the  men 
who  had  to  leave  homes  and  families  to 
face  the  enemy  in  open  warfare,  some 
being  imprisoned,  wounded  or  killed? 
This  mistreatment  was  much  greater. 

For  some  sinful  acts,  we  forgive  an 
individual  if  he  is  truly  sorry.  But  here,  in 
the  main,  we  are  dealing  with  individuals 
who  are  not  sorry,  who  want  to  give  little 
or  nothing  in  return,  who  are  demanding 
what  they  don’t  deserve  and  who  would 
sell  their  country  to  the  first  peddler  that 
comes  along. 

Hubert  C.  Williams 
Winter  Haven,  Florida 

Let’s  hear  it  for  mercy 

To  the  Editor: 

Where  was  the  church  last  week?  Or 
should  I  ask,  where  were  our  church 
leaders? 

President  Ford  came  through  with  one 
of  the  great  acts  of  mercy  of  our  time, 
and  we  have  yet  to  hear  any  support  for  it 
from  church  leaders. 

Where  are  those  who  stood  in  line  last 
fall  to  cast  the  first  impeachment  stone? 
Is  mercy  no  longer  a  part  of  church 
doctrine? 

Let’s  hear  it  from  United  Methodism’s 
leaders;  let’s  hear  it  for  mercy.  Let’s  for 
the  moment  drop  our  personal  political 
vendettas  and  go  with  a  strong  show  of 
goodness  and  mercy. 

C.  H.  Burlingame 
Taos.  New  Mexico 
‘ Resurgence  9 76 ’ 

To  the  Editor: 

Have  you  ever  heard  of  “Resurgence 
’76”?  “Resurgence  ’76”  is  a  two  year 
prayer  and  spiritual  renewal  sponsored 
by  “The  Upper  Room.”  The  program  is  a 
response  to  the  mood  and  need  of  our 
nation  for  a  resurgence  of  moral  and 


spiritual  values. 

With  your  prayers,  "Resurgence  ’76” 
can  accomplish  many  things.  It  can 
increase  our  awareness  of  God,  our¬ 
selves,  and  others.  It  can  develop  a  new 
humanity,  jpj  America. 

For  more  information  write  to 
“Resurgence  ’76,”  1908  Grand  Avenue, 
Nashville,  Tennessee  37203  and  ask  for 
them  to  send  a  pamplet. 

Kit  Sublett 
Houston,  Texas 


QUESTIONS 
OF  LIFE  ONE 


n  m  : 
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DOES 

GOD 

CARE? 


Georgia  Harkness  writes  for  those 
who  feel  uneasy  about  questions  like: 

•  How  can  the  Creator  possibly 
pay  attention  to  me  . . .  one 
individual  in  the  vastness  of  the 
human  race? 

•  Does  prayer  do  anything  more 
than  change  my  own  attitudes? 

•  When  I  pray  for  someone  else.does 
this  do  anything  more  than  increase 
my  desire  to  help  that  person? 

These  and  many  other  questions 
that  disturb  the  thoughtful 
Christian  are  probed  with  vitality 
and  intelligence. 

DOES  GOD  CARE?  does  not 
pretend  to  offer  all  the  answers. 

But  it  will  help  you  to  believe  in 
the  providence  of  God.  Through 
Scripture  and  the  author’s  own 
experience  you  will  be  pointed  to 
the  biblical  faith  from  which  to 
forge  your  own  answers. 

A  must  for  the  growing  Christian 

DOES  GOD  CARE? 

BY  GEORGIA  HARKNESS 

Quality  paperback  $3.50  at  your  bookstore 
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Uni  ted  Methodist  Church  machinery  gears  up 
to  help  returning  Vietnam  war  evaders 


By  CLYDE  CHESNUTT 
Staff  Writer 

NEW  YORK  -  United  Methodist 
leaders  are  gearing  up  the  organizational 
machinery  to  help  the  men  pardoned  by 
President  Ford’s  amnesty  act  even  as 
they  express  disappointment  that  the 
President  did  not  go  far  enough  with  the 
pardon. 

For  those  who  are  willing  to  return,  the 
church  is  launching  several  programs  to 
assist  them.  The  church  is: 


•  Reactivating  some  counseling 
centers,  especially  those  located  near 
Canada.  The  centers  provide  answers  for 
the  men  who  want  information  about  the 
amnesty  plan. 

•  Contacting  and  encouraging  in¬ 
stitutions  to  employ  the  men  for  their 
alternate  service  period  up  to  24  months. 

•  Acting  as  a  liaison  with  the  govern¬ 
ment  when  necessary. 

•  Continuing  to  minister  to  those  men 
who  reject  the  amnesty  offer. 


•  Continuing  to  work  for  a  more 
generous  action  from  the  Congress  or 
the  President  to  cover  the  many  cases 
stemming  from  the  Vietnam  War  which 
are  not  covered  in  the  present  amnesty 
plan. 

The  National  Council  of  Churches’ 
committee  on  “Spiritual  Ministry  to  the 
Vietnam  generation”  has  a  network  of 
persons  in  80  regions  across  the  nation 
ready  to  offer  counsel  and  information 
related  to  amnesty.  The  Rev.  Rick 


Aimed  at  growing  problem 

NEW  ORLEANS  —  Because  of  a  runaway  homicide  rate _ 

almost  150  murders  since  the  first  of  the  year  —  billboards 
reminding  citizens  of  the  Fifth  Commandment  have  gone  up 
all  over  New  Orleans.  The  city’s  murder  rate  ranks  as  one  of 
the  highest  in  the  country. 


Another  city  with  a  growing  homicide  problem,  Baltimore,  is 
trying  a  different  approach.  There,  police  are  offering  a  $50 
bounty  for  all  firearms  turned  in.  Citizens  have  surrendered 
hundreds  of  guns. 
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Commission  on  women  struggles 
with  problems  of  limited  budget 


By  BUD  HERRON 
io  .  Staff  Writer  i 0 

DES  PLAINES,  'Ill*  —  It  fafetes  money 
to  turn  ideology  into  programs.  That’s 
the  fact  which  the  43-member  United 
Methodist  Commission  on  the  Status  and 
Role  of  Women  came  to  grips  with  as  it 
met  here  September  20-22. 

The  free-wheeling  commission,  which 
has  made  news  around  the  church  during 
its  two  years  of  existence  as  much  for  its 
unorthodox  mode  of  operation  as  its 
programs,  dealt  with  a  wide  variety  of 
feminist-church  issues,  but  always  in  the 
backbround  loomed  finances. 

Making  decisions  by  consensus  in  an 
informal  fashion  which  drew  observers 
as  well  as  members  into  discussions, 
participants  tossed  around  ideas  and 
planned  programs  for  “raising  the 
consciousness”  of  the  church  to  women’s 
rights  issues. 

The  questions  raised  included: 

—How  do  we  reach  local  churches  with 


our  concerns  about  how  the  church 
structure  views  and  deals  with  women? 
n!— Hbw  do  we  help  to  improve  the 
r£f#esentation  of  women  in  decision 
making  roles  in  the  church? 

—How  do  we  help  individuals  see  their 
personal  sex  biases? 

Back  of  it  all,  however,  was  “Where  do 
we  get  the  money?” 

The  commission  became  a  full  agency 
of  the  church  in  September  1972  and  was 
funded  with  a  budget  of  $50,000  for  the 
first  year  and  $75,000  for  each  of  the  next 
three  years.  The  commission  had 
originally  requested  $125,000  a  year  for 
four  years. 

When  two  staff  salaries  and  travel 
expenses  for  the  staff  and  for  com¬ 
mission  members  attending  the  com¬ 
mission’s  two  yearly  meetings  are 
subtracted  from  the  budget,  there  is  little 
left  to  run  any  kind  of  a  program. 

Reactions  within  the  commission  to 
such  a  tight  budget  vary  from  well 


the  church  today 


Two  named  to  Commission 
on  Religion  and  Race 

WASHINGTON,  DC.  (UMC)  -  A 
Hispanic  woman  and  a  black  man,  both 

th  extensive  social  work  experience, 
joined  the  staff  of  the  United  Methodist 
Commission  on  Religion  and  Race  here 
Sept.  15. 

Both  Dalila  Cruz  Kruger  and  the  Rev. 
Albert  H.  Hammond  Jr.  are  to  be 
associate  executive  secretaries,  filling 
vacancies  created  when  two  staff 
members  returned  to  the  pastorate  in 
June.  Ms.  Kruger  will  be  the  first  woman 
on  the  five-member  staff,  headed  by  the 
Rev.  Woodie  W.  White. 

Since  last  December,  Ms.  Kruger,  39, 
has  been  with  the  San  Antonio  Children’s 
Center,  a  psychiatric  residential  center. 

Mr.  Hammond,  45,  who  replaces 
another  Hammond  (the  Rev.  Clayton 
E.),  has  been  associate  program  director 
of  the  New  York  Conference  Council  on 
Ministries  since  1971,  with  the  special 
assignment  of  urban  work  consultant. 
Upper  Room  honors  two 
Scottish  theologians 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMC)  —  Two 
Scottish  theologians  will  receive  the  1975 
Upper  Room  Citation  at  ceremonies  next 
April  in  Edinburgh,  it  has  been  an¬ 
nounced  by  Dr.  Wilson  O.  Weldon,  world 
editor  of  “The  Upper  Room.” 

Dr.  James  Stewart,  professor  emeritus 
of  New  Testament  language,  literature 
and  theology  at  the  University  of 
Edinburgh,  and  Dr.  William  Barclay, 
professor  of  Divinity  and  Biblical 
Criticism  at  the  University  of  Glasgow, 
will  be  given  the  joint  citation  at  a  World 
Christian  Fellowship  Dinner  at  the  Music 
Hall  Assembly  in  Edinburgh. 

Previous  citation  recipients  recognized 
for  their  contributions  to  art,  literature, 
and  devotional  life  promoting  “Christian 
fellowship  in  the  world”  have  included 
Billy  Graham,  Warner  Sallman,  Ralph 
Sockman,  Ralph  S.  Cushman,  and  Helen 
Kim. 


United  Methodism  mission 
giving  increases 

EVANSTON  —  Figures  just  released 
here  indicate  that  United  Methodists 
have  given  almost  one  million  dollars 
more  to  missions  the  first  eight  months  of 
1974  than  the  same  period  last  year. 

Joe  Walker,  director  of  the  Advance 
Committee,  General  Council  on 
Ministries,  reported  the  12.89  per  cent 
increase  over  1973  was  the  highest  in¬ 
come  for  the  first  eight  months  of  any 
yearsince‘1969.  The  eight  month  total  for 
the  world,  national  and  UMCOR  divisions 
was  $7,405,279.72;  that  amount 
represents  an  $845,692.17  increase. 

Although  UMCOR  dropped  10.84  per 
cent  for  the  first  two-thirds  of  this  year, 
compared  to  1973,  it  jumped  42.29  per 
cent  in  receipts  for  the  month  of  August. 
Last  month  was  the  highest  income  to  the 
General  Advance  since  August  of  1968. 
During  the  last  12  months,  from  Sep¬ 
tember  1973  through  August  1974,  the 
total  giving  to  the  General  Advance  — 
the  missionary  thrust  of  United 
Methodism  —  has  been  $10,353,411. 

Mrs.  Tillman  dies 

NASHVILLE  (RNS)  —  Mrs.  J.  Fount 
Tillman,  one  of  the  nation’s  most 
prominent  churchwomen  in  the  1950s  and 
1960s,  died  here  Sept.  15  of  a  heart  attack. 
She  was  79  years  old. 

From  1956  to  1964,  Mrs.  Tillman,  who 
lived  on  a  rural  road  near  Lewisburg, 
Tenn.,  was  president  of  the  Methodist 
Woman's  Society  of  Christian  Service 
(now  United  Methodist  Women),  the 
largest  U.S.  organization  of  Protestant 
women. 

She  was  a  former  vice-president  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches  and  a  one¬ 
time  member  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches’  policy-making  Central 
Committee. 

The  chapel  at  the  Church  Center  for  the 
United  Nations  in  New  York  City  is 
named  for  Mrs.  Tillman. 


Killman,  committee  chairperson  reports 
they  are  already  beginning  to  receive 
calls  for  assistance. 

A  United  Methodist  taskforce  will  meet 
October  10  in  Nashville  to  discuss  how  to 
implement  the  plans  and  to  consider 
further  action. 

The  Rev.  Herman  Will,  executive 
secretary  of  the  World  Peace  division  of 
the  United  Methodist  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  praised  the  President’s  spirit 
and  initiative,  but  said  “there  is  great 
inadequacy  in  the  plan.  It  fails  to  cover 
thousands  of  men  and  it  seems  unlikely 
that  many  or  most  of  those  affected 
would  be  willing  to  return  under  the 
conditions  specified.” 

Miss  Peggy  Billings,  Christian  social 
relations  executive  for  the  Women’s 
Division,  noted  that  the  procedure  would 
be  lengthy  and  “will  prolong  the  un¬ 
certainty  for  many  families.” 

Mr.  Will,  who  also  is  chairperson  of  the 
National  Interreligious  Service  Board  for 
Conscientious  Objectors,  expressed 
disappointment  that  President  Ford’s 
program  did  not  cover  the  “very  large 
numbers  whose  other-than-honorable 
discharges  resulted  from  encounters 
with  racism,  bureaucracy,  drugs  and 
military  discipline  in  an  unnecessary 
war  of  dubious  morality  which  vic¬ 
timized  millions  in  Southeast  Asia  and 
the  United  States.” 

He  added  that  the  church  should  not 
accept  the  President’s  plan  as  the  final 
word  on  the  subject.  “There  is  a  con¬ 
tinuing  need  for  amnesty,”  he  said.  “We 
should  continue  to  press  for  the  kind  of 
generous  action  needed  to  bring  genuine 
reconciliation  to  our  national  life." 


The  question  box 
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In  recent  issues,  we  have  published  a  series  of  articles  under  the  general 
I  heme  “Human  situations  lived  out  as  a  result  of  choices  made  during  the 
Vietnam  War.”  Last  week,  President  Ford  issued  an  offer  of  conditional  am¬ 
nesty  for  persons  who  evaded  the  draft  or  deserted  during  tlje  war.  This  issue  of 
TM/  UMR  contains  two  articles,  an  editorial,  and  an  interpretive  analysis 
related  to  various  facets  of  the  Vietnam -amnesty  issue. 

“The  Question  Box”  is  intended  to  provide  you  and  other  readers  an  op¬ 
portunity  to  register  your  views.  Circle  the  answer  to  each  question  which  most 
nearly  reflects  your  view,  qualifying  it  if  you  wish  by  a  comment.  Survey 
results  and  representative  reader-comments  will  appear  in  a  subsequent  issue. 

1.  Do  you  believe  that  Christians  should  develop  their  positions  on  issues  such 
as  amnesty  primarily  on  the  basis  of  Christian  values  (as  contrasted  with 
political  values,  economic  values,  military  values,  philosophical  values,  etc.)? 

a.  Yes 

b.  No 

c.  Uncertain 
COMMENT: 

2.  In  light  of  all  the  evidence  you’ve  considered,  which  course  of  action  do  you 
favor  for  those  who  refused  to  participate  in  the  Vietnam  War? 

a.  No  amnesty  of  any  type 

b.  Conditional  amnesty  such  as  that  offered  by  President  Ford 

c.  Unconditional  amnesty 
COMMENT: 

3.  Do  you  believe  that  the  granting  of  amnesty  to  those  who  evaded  the  draft 
or  deserted  will  serve  to  decrease  respect  for  our  nation’s  laws? 

a.  Yes 

b.  No 

c.  Uncertain 
COMMENT: 

4.  In  the  public  mind,  the  pardon  granted  former-President  Nixon  and  the 
amnesty  offered  Vietnam  resisters  has  been  linked,  both  by  timing  and  by  the 
issues  of  justice  and  mercy.  Do  you  consider  it  justifiable  that  in  one  case 
mercy  was  extended  unconditionally,  and  in  the  other  conditionally? 

a.  Yes 

b.  No 

c  Uncertain 
COMMENT: 


Are  you  a:  (circle  one) 
Age  group :  ( circle  one) 


Layman 

18  or  under  19-35 


Laywoman 


Minister 


36-50 


50-64  65  or  older 


In  order  to  participate  in  the  results  of  this  survey,  please  till  out,  clip  and 
return  your  response  before  midnight,  Wednesday,  October  2,  to:  “Question 
Box”,  TM/  UMR,  P.O.  Box  1076,  Dallas,  Texas  75221 


Last 


in  a  senes 


C.O.:A  decision  to  ‘ live  with  label 5 


sharpened  joking  about  “seeking  a  grant 
from  the  Commission  on  Religion  and 
Ra<ie,’'lT6  Vitfar  anger. 

'  “We  should  “hot  think  in  terms  of 
chicken  and  egg  money  for  this  com¬ 
mission  any  longer,”  Nancy  Self,  one  of 
two  commission  staff  members  said 
during  a  meeting  of  the  commission’s 
finance  committee  midway  through  the 
second  day.  “Our  budget  is  a  fiscal  ob¬ 
scenity.” 

Saying  that  the  originally  requested 
$120,000  budget  is  a  “minimum  needed,” 
she  challenged  the  commission  to  “gear 
up”  to  get  that  kind  of  funding  at  the  next 
General  Conference  in  1976.  “I  think  that 
if  the  church  does  not  see  fit  to  fund  us  to 
at  least  that  minimum,  they  will  in  effect 
be  saying  they  are  not  serious  about 
improving  the  status  and  role  of  women 
in  the  church,”  she  said. 

Barbara  Thompson,  chairperson  of  the 
commission  from  Silver  Spring,  Md., 
said  she  sees  the  commission  as  having 
come  a  long  way  in  two  years,  but  admits 
that  the  story  from  this  point  on  is  very 
closely  tied  to  the  amount  of  money  made 
available  by  general  conference.  She 
said  this  reality  has  had  the  effect  of 
tempering  some  commission  members' 
idealism  with  the  facts  of  finances. 

“Despite  the  idealism  we  bring,  we  still 
have  the  church  bureaucracy  to  deal 
with,”  Ms.  Thompson  said.  “We  know 
now  that  we  have  to  deal  in  reality. 
Money  is  going  to  dictate  program.” 

Commission  members  agree  that  even 
more  pressing  financially  than  looking 
for  solutions  in  better  funding  beginning 
in  1976  is  the  problem  of  how  to  make  do 
for  the  next  two  years  of  the  present 
funding  period.  The  $75,000  budget  has 
further  been  depleted  by  the  fact  that  the 
commission  is  actually  only  receiving  88 
percent  of  that  figure  because  of  the 
financial  squeeze  being  felt  by  the  church 
as  a  whole. 

During  the  final  day  of  meetings  the 
commission  members  agreed  to 
eliminate  their  spring  meeting  as  an 
economy  measure  they  hope  will  free  as 
much  as  $5,000  for  program  use. 

Other  decisions  included  a  number  of 
“approvals  in  principle”  for  legislation 
the  commission  plans  to  bring  before 
general  conference  in  1976.  Among  these 
were  proposals:  1.  that  the  commission 
be  made  a  permanent  agency  of  the 
church.  (At  present  it  is  a  temporary 
commission  scheduled  to  operate  only 
through  1979.)  2.  that  all  annual  con¬ 
ferences  be  required  to  set  up  com¬ 
missions  on  the  role  and  status  of  women. 
3.  that  a  mandatory  number  of  women 
members  be  set  for  each  board  and 
agency  of  the  church. 

Apart  from  the  talk  of  money,  the  three 
days  of  meetings  featured  worship 
sessions,  audio  visual  presentations  and 
a  speech  by  Margaret  Sloane,  a  black 
feminist  activist  from  New  York  City. 

Ms.  Sloane.  a  writer  for  “Ms. 
Magazine”  and  founder  of  the  National 
Black  Feminist  Organization,  challenged 
the  commission  “to  make  a  difference.” 

“How  strong  is  this  commission?”  Ms. 
Sloane  asked  at  the  end  of  her  speech. 
“Women  are  more  than  half  the  people  in 
the  church.  That  means  you  should  have 
a  lot  of  money,  right?” 


lane,  as  iar 
segments  o 
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By  BILL  BUCHANAN 

BERKELEY,  Ca.  —  Except  for  one 
“flaw,”  Russ  Hayward  could  easily 
qualify  as  the  “All  American  Boy.” 

But  the  “flaw”  —  as  far  as  many  of  his 
peers  and  older  countrymen  are  con¬ 
cerned  —  is  serious  enough  to  put  him  in 
the  “untrustworthy”  category. 

The  son  of  a  Palo  Alto  United  Methodist 
minister  who  is  also  a  lawyer,  Russ  was 
and  still  is  active  in  his  local  church.  He 
put  in  his  time  in  scouting,  made  good 
grades  in  school  and  married  a  girl  he 
met  at  Methodist  Youth  Fellowship. 

He  made  his  mis¬ 
take,  as  far  as  some 
of  society^ 

Dncerned,  on 
his  18th  birthday. 

While  most  guys 
were  signing  up  for 
the  draft,  Russ 
calmly  filled  out  Se-  . 
lective  Service 
Form  100,  setting  |j 
the  wheels  in  mo¬ 
tion  to  become  a 
conscientious  ob- 

jector.  Russ  Hayward 

It  was  a  decision 

that  was  to  alter  the  course  of  his  life, 
though  at  the  time  he  made  the  decision, 
Russ  was  unaware  of  the  fallout  that 
would  ensue.  “It  just  seemed  like  the 
natural  and  logical  thing  to  do. 

“I  was  making  the  decision  all  through 
high  school.”  he  continued,  pointing  out 
that  being  reared  in  a  minister’s  family 
with  relatively  liberal  parents  had  pretty 
well  determined  his  decision-making 
apparatus  with  regard  to  the  Vietnam 
War. 

Unlike  many  draft  resisters  and 
conscientious  objectors,  Russ  is  not  down 
on  the  church,  although  he  feels  there  is 
plenty  of  room  for  it  to  improve  its 
performance,  especially  among  in¬ 
dividual  clergy. 

“In  all  fairness,  the  United  Methodist 
Church  does  provide  you  with  options,  at 
least  to  discuss  them.  It’s  not  an  option  in 
a  good  many  denominations,  this  CO 
stance.  But  it  is  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church.” 

Although  he  filed  for  CO  status  on  his 
18th  birthday,  the  application  was  not 
acted  upon  until  Russ  had  completed 
undergraduate  school  at  the  University 
of  California  here,  and  his  student 
deferment  had  run  out. 

During  the  interim,  Russ,  along  with 
a  number  of  other  youths,  spent  his  time 
mounting  a  campaign  against  the  war 
and  explaining  the  rationale  for  seeking 
conscientious  objector  status.  Speaking 
to  a  hostile  audience,  Russ  recalled,  was 
frequently  unnerving. 

Initially,  he  said,  questions  such  as 
“What  would  you  do  if  your  mother  was 
being  attacked  by  a  rapist?”  or  “What 
would  you  do  if  somebody  was  coming  at 
you  with  a  ax?”  threw  him  for  a  loop. 

Finally,  he  said,  I  came  to  the  point  of 
realizing  that  “what  I  would  do  in  a 
personal,  rational  situation  didn’t  really 
relate  to  a  war  between  nations  and  what 
my  participation  might  or  might  not  be.” 

With  school  finally  behind  him  and  his 
draft  status  still  in  limbo,  Russ  and  his 
wife,  Cathy,  turned  their  attention  to 
finding  employment  that  would  qualify 
as  alternative  service  to  the  draft,  with 
the  anticipation  that  his  CO  application 
would  be  approved. 

He  signed  on  with  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  as  a  short-term  missionary, 
and,  after  a  brief  training  stint  at  Scarritt 
College  in  Nashville,  landed  in  Camden, 
S.C.  as  a  teacher  at  United  Methodist- 
related,  Boylin-Havoen  Mather 
Academy,  an  all-black  college  prep 
school. 

It  was  during  his  stint  in  South  Carolina 
that  —  after  many  exchanges  of  letters  — 


Russ  was  finally  called  up  for  his  CO 
hearing  and  had  to  “hock  everything  I 
owned”  to  fly  back  here  for  a  20-minute 
session  with  his  draft  board. 

The  hearing  itself  was  a  breeze,  recalls 
Russ :  “I  had  over  two  dozen  letters  in  my 
file  from  individuals  who  supported  the 
fact  that  I  believed  the  war  was  im¬ 
moral.” 

Russ  returned  to  Berkeley  to  do  his 
second  year  of  a  alternative  service  at 
the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association 
and  to  begin  work  on  his  master’s  degree 
in  history,  hoping  to  be  ready  to  initiate 
his  teaching  career  as  soon  as  his 
obligation  to  the  government  was 
comBtete^.i  ... 

But  . he  w^s  to  find  that  the  .ease  with 
which  he  obtained  his  conscientious 
objector  status  was  the  calm  before  the 
storm.  And  he  says  he’s  still  paying  the 
price  for  taking  what  many  think  of  as 
the  coward’s  way  out. 

“It’s  not  something  that  comes 
abruptly,”  he  explained.  “It’s  a  constant 
distrust.  They’ll  always  think  in  the  back 
of  their  minds  that  you  are  just  a  shirker, 
you  just  didn’t  do  your  job.  And  there’s 
probably  something  else  the  matter  with 
you,  too.  That’s  my  experience,  and  I 
think  it’s  probably  the  experience  of  a 
good  many  people.” 

But  Russ  says  the  price  exacted  for  his 
actions  went  higher  than  occasional 
snide  remarks. 

His  CO  decision  had  exacted  another 
toll:  the  rosy  prospects  that  existed  for 
teachers  two  years  earlier  had 
evaporated. 


“I  think  if  I’d  had  a  chance  to  go  to 
school  right  after  I’d  gotten  out  of 
college,  that  I’d  be  teaching  now.” 
Instead,  he’s  working  at  the  YMCA  as 
director  of  Camping  and  Youth.  Not  a 
bad  job,  he  says,  but  it’s  certainly  a  far 
cry  from  teaching  history. 

Reflecting  back  on  the  decision  that 
seemed  so  “natural”  on  his  (8th  birth¬ 
day,  he  said  he  arrived  at  it  hrough  a 
combination  of  religious  and  political 
sensitivities: 

“It  was  religious;  it  was  also  political. 
It’s  hard  for  me  to  categorize  these.  I 
think  it’s  all  tied  in.  I  certainly  had 
feelings  about  the  war.  With  the  religious 
upbringing  that  I  had  you  would  have 
those  feelings  about  any  particular  war, 
but  they  are  even  more  enhanced  by  the 
type  of  war  this  was.  It  was  basically  a 
power  trip  by  the  United  States. 

“My  background,”  he  said,  referring 
to  the  liberal  bent  of  his  father,  “isn’t 
that  strict  evangelical  or  pentecostal 
type  thing.  It’s  a  dealing  with  the  rational 
and  the  religious  and  the  spiritual 
aspects.  For  me  it  was  a  continual 
wrestling,  knowing  perhaps  I’d  never 
come  to  fair  conclusions,  but  that  I  had  to 
go  with  my  best  instincts  with  what  I  felt 
was  right.” 

Though  it  seemed  the  right  thing  to  do 
at  the  time,  Russ  said  he  doesn’t  feel 
terribly  comfortable  about  it  now. 

“Even  by  going  the  CO  route,  you’re 
still  playing  the  game.  And  everything  is 
set  up  for  you  and  everything  you  do  is 
made  to  somehow  revolve  you  back  into 
the  system.” 


Let  your  light  shine  so  oil 
will  be  drown  to 
your  church 


°chN<ble 

Tt 


by  day 
and 
by  night 


Beautiful,  professionally  designed 
and  built  self-illuminated  signs 
to  speak  out  about  your  church 
with  dignity  and  beauty  for  years 
tp  come.  Your  inquiry  will 
be  quickly  answered — 
simply  send  us  your 
completed  coupon. 


■ign<^  Bible  Sign  Co.  1974 


Bible  Sign  Company 

P.O.  Box  576,  Chicago  Heights,  IL  60411 
Yes,  we  are  interested  in  complete  information  about  an  Open  Bible  Sign 

Name _ 


Address . 


City. 


.  State  _ 


Zip. 


PAGE  4 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


To  appeal  to  Board  of  Global  Ministries 


SEPTEMBER  27, 1974 


Taskforce  asks  for  6 world  hunger ’  emphasis 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

ATLANTIC  CITY  —  In  a  major  move 
to  make  “world  hunger”  the  primary 
emphasis  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
during  the  1976-80  quadrennium,  a  task- 
force  will  appeal  to  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  when  it  meets  here  October  18- 
27. 


On  three  week  trip  to  USSR 


According  to  Dr.  J.  Harry  Haines, 
taskforce  secretary  and  director  of 
United  Methodist  Committee  On  Relief 
(UMCOR),  the  group  wants  the  church  to 
marshall  all  its  resources  to  fight  “the 
growing  specter  of  starvation.” 

They  will  ask  the  board  to  petition  the 
General  Conference  to  re-examine 
United  Methodist  priorities  and  to  place 


"world  hunger”  high  on  the  list,  he  said". 

The  task  force,  created  in  January  by 
the  board  and  chaired  by  Dr.  Paul 
Mingus  of  Columbus,  Ohio,  will  meet 
during  the  Atlantic  City  meeting  to 
finalize  its  report. 

The  appeal  is  part  r.f  an  apparently- 
growing  concern,  both  in  government 


United  Methodist  bishop  finds 
Russian  Christians’  faith  devout 


loul/i  Council  Session 

TAIZE,  France  —  Young  people  exchange  ideas  near  a  cross  on  the  grounds  of  the 
Taize  monastic  community  during  a  3-day  World  Council  of  Youth  meeting  which 
ended  September  9.  The  community  is  a  monastic  community  founded  by 
Protestants.  More  than  40.000  young  people  from  120  countries  attended  the 
meetings  and  drafted  a  “Letter  to  the  People  of  God”  in  which  they  challenged  the 
church  to  look  to  its  future.  Other  such  meetings  are  planned  around  the  world  in  the 
coming  months.  The  Taize  sessions  were  praised  by  religious  leaders  around  the 
world  and  was  endorsed  by  Pope  Paul  and  Dr.  Philip  Potter  of  the  W  orld  Council  of 
Churches,  among  others.  reug.ous  news  serv.ce  photo 

‘Focus  on  future’ 
youth  urge  church 


By  RICHARD  I).  BAILEY 
Special  to  TM/  UMR 
"The  church  in  Russia  has  been  able  to 
develop  the  inner  life  rather  profoundly,” 
said  Washington  Area  Bishop  James  K. 
Mathews,  on  his  return  last  week  from 
three  weeks  of  visits  and  talks  with 
churchmen  in  the  USSR.  Bishop 
Mathews  was  one  of  twenty  American 
church  leaders  involved  in  an  exchange 
between  the  two  countries  sponsored  byi 
the  National  Council  of  Churches. 

The  United  Methodist  bishop  said  he 
was  extremely  moved  by  the  deep 
devotion  of  the  Russian  Christians. 
“Generally  speaking,  there  is  a  greater 
depth  in  the  Christian  faith  evident  there, 
than  you  find  here,”  he  said.  "These  are 
people  who  have  been  prepared  to  suffer 
for  their  faith.  They  have  a  deep  ap¬ 
preciation  for  worship  and  the  word  of 
God,”  he  commented. 

The  church  in  Russia  has  freedom  of 
worship  but  not  freedom  to  propagate  the 
Gospel  as  it  is  known  in  the  Western 
world.  Yet  there  is  a  vitality  there,  said 
the  bishop.  He  attended  services  of 
worship  in  which  thousands  of  people 
attended.  However,  “they  are  reluctant 
to  speak  about  statistics,”  he  said,  “they 
distrust  statistics.” 

The  formal  talks  centered  around  the 
subject  “Jesus  Christ  Frees  and  Unites  ” 


the  same  theme  of  the  5th  assembly  -of 
the  World  Council  of  Churches,  to  be  held 
in  1975.  Papers  were  submitted  for 
discussion.  "The  Russian  papers  were 
heavy  with  quotations  from  the  early 
church  fathers,”  said  Bishop  Mathews, 
"those  of  this  country  were  more  con¬ 
temporary  in  nature.”  His  own  paper, 
“How  Jesus  Christ  Frees  and  Unites  the 
Church  and  the  World”  was  well 
received,  as  were  the  others. 

Peace  was  the  one  major  theme  of  the 
talks.  "They  can  see  how  religion  rein¬ 
forces  peace  and  are  particularly  in¬ 
terested  in  this  happening,”  said  Bishop 
Mathews.  "They  are  desperately  in¬ 
terested  in  encouraging  detents  and 
peace  between  our  countries,"  he  con¬ 
tinued,  "they  went  to  great  lengths  to 
press  this  point.” 

According  to  the  Soviet  constitution 
there  is  a  strict  separation  of  the  church 
and  state.  There  are  laws  governing 
every  aspect  of  religion.  As  long  as  the 
church  abides  strictly  by  the  law  it  is 
tolerated.  The  church  is  not  able  to 
engage  in  what  we  call  social  witness. 
"They  cannot  operate  hospitals,  schools, 
or  social  service  centers,"  said  the 
bishop,  “these  are  ir.  the  hands  of  the 
government.” 

While  in  the  Soviet  Union  Bishop 
Mathew's  traveled  more  than  10,000 


TAIZE,  France  (RNS)  —  A  3-day 
meeting  here  w-ith  participation  of  40,000 
young  peopie  from  120  nations  ended 
September  9  with  the  youths  issuing  a 
“Letter  to  the  People  of  God”  in  which 
they  ask  “Church,  what  do  you  say  of 
your  future?” 

The  meeting,  known  as  “The  Council  of 
Youth",  was  sponsored  and  organized  by 
the  Taize  monastic  community,  an 
ecumenical  monastic  order  founded  by 
Protestants.  Youths  attending  came 
from  a  wide  variety  of  religious  faiths 
and  included  Catholics.  * 

Plans  are  now  underway  to  hold 
similar  meetings  in  other  parts  of  the 
world  in  coming  months. 

The  "Letter  to  the  People  of  God” 
issued  by  the  youths  said,  in  part: 

“Church,  what  do  you  say  of  your 
future? 

“Are  you  going  to  give  up  the  means  of 
power,  the  compromises  with  political 
and  financial  power? 

“Are  you  going  to  surrender  your 
privileges,  stop  capitalizing?  Are  you  at 
last  going  to  become  a  “universal  com¬ 
munity  of  sharing,’  a  community  finally 
reconciled,  a  place  of  communion  and 
friendship  for  the  whole  of  humanity? 

“In  each  locality  and  over  the  whole 
world,  are  vou  in  this  way  going  to 


Classified 


Kate:  25c  per  word,  figure  or  Initial  per  In¬ 
sertion.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on 
contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  In  advance.  Minimum  charge  of  $6.25 
Service  charge  or  blWi  ads  S1.00  per  Insertion 


WANTED:  Full-time  education  or  youth 
director  or  associate  pastor  to  work  with 
youth.  1100-member  church.  Salary 
negotiable.  Send  personal  resume  and 
references.  Williams  Memorial  United 
Methodist.  220  Reading  Ave..  Texarkana. 
Texas  75501. 


A  UNIQUE  OPPORTUNITY.  A  successful 
retired  salesman  or  minister  to  represent  one 
at  America's  fastest  growing  religious  radio 
programs  in  your  area  Exceptionally  good 
Income  potential.  If  Interested,  write, 
Methodist  Hour.  Box  77.  Orlando.  Florida 


-22. 


HOMEPARENTS  NEEDED  for  child  care. 
These  are  full  time  positions  for  married 
couples  with  no  dependents.  In  addition  to 
salary,  we  provide  meals,  laundry  service, 
living  quarters  while  on  duty,  sick  leave;  also 
Insurance  and  retirement  programs  are 
available.  Applicants  must  be  non-smokers, 
non-drinkers,  high  school  graduate,  preferably 
with  college  training.  These  positions  can 
provide  very  rewarding  experience:..  Please 
contact  the  personnel  Department.  Methodist 
Home.  1111  Herring  Ave..  Waco.  Texas  76708. 


FUND  RAISING  Selling  Cal  pec  o  Shelled 
Pecans  may  be  Just  the  fund  raising  project  for 
your  Church  Circle.  W.S.C.S..  or  Sunday 
School  Class.  For  full  information  without 
obligation  write  today:  Calhoun  Pecan  Co., 
Dept.  TM.  P.O.  Box  632.  Florence.  South 
Carolina  29501. 


FOR  SALE:  Four  lots  Forest  Park 
Cemetery.  Lawndale.  Houston.  Texas.  Rev. 
Gordon  Gautreaux.  201  West  24th  St..  Chester. 
Pa.  19013. 


HAVE  YOU  RECEIVED  your  copy  of  "A 
Methodist  Is.  .  ."  the  new  book  of  100 
humorous  cartoons  about  us  church  members? 
Still  only  $1.50  from  Cokesbury. 


PREGNANT?  UNMARRIED?  Give  ycur  baby 
a  home  and  a  chance  at  life:  The  Methodist 
Mission  Home  in  Sar.  Antonio  otfers  a  com¬ 
plete.  confidential  service  on  your  proolems 
Good  tiring  situation,  warm  acceptance,  best 
medica.  care  expert  (KunteUng  and  con¬ 
tinuing  t..gn  School  education.  Call  or  write: 
Rev.  Harold  Burkltardt,  6487  Whitby  Rd..  San 
Antonio.  Texas  78240.  Phone  (512)  696-24X0. 


CHURCH  ORGANIST  NEEDED.  Salary 
negotiable.  Interviews  to  begin  Immediately. 
New  Rogers  Electronic  organ.  Pleasant 
Mound  United  Methodist  Church.  8301  Bruton 

Rd..  S.  F...  Dallas  Texas  75217. 


become  the  seeds  of  a  society  without 
class  and  where  none  have  privileges, 
without  domination  of  one  person  by 
another,  of  one  people  by  another? 

“Church,  what  do  you  say  of  your 
future? 

“Are  you  going  to  become  the  “people 
of  the  beatitudes,’  having  no  security 
other  than  Christ,  a  people  poor,  con¬ 
templative,  creating  peace,  bearing  joy 
and  a  liberating  festival  for  mankind, 
ready  even  to  be  persecuted  for  justice? 

“If  we  are  actively  involved  in  ^iis,  we 
know  that  we  can  defrf&nd  nothing 
exacting  of  others  unless  we  ourselves 
stake  everything.  What  do  you  have  to 
fear?  Christ  says,  ‘I  came  to  kindle  fire 
on  the  earth,  and  how  I  long  for  it  to 
burn.’ 

“We  shall  dare  to  live  the  Council  of 
Youth  as  an  anticipation  of  all  that  we 
want.  We  shall  dare  to  commit  ourselves, 
together  and  to  the  point  of  no  return,  to 
living  beyond  hope,  letting  the  spirit  of 
the  beatitudes  come  springing  up  in  the 
people  of  God,  being  leaven  of  a  society 
without  class  and  where  none  have 
privileges.” 

The  Council  had  impressive 
ecumenical  endorsements. 

Warm  greetings  were  received  from 
Pope  Paul,  Orthodox  Ecumenical 
Patriarch  Demetrios,  Anglican  Arch¬ 
bishop  Michael  Ramsey  of  Canterbury 
and  Dr.  Philip  Potter,  general  secretary 
of  the  World  Council  of  Churches. 


‘Helms  bill’  focuses  on 
restoring  school  prayer 


WASHINGTON.  DC.  (RNS)  —  An 
entirely  new  approach  to  restoring 
prayer  in  the  public  schools  has  been 
instroduced  in  the  Senate  in  the  form  of  a 
bill  which  would  not  amend  the  U.S. 
Constitution. 

The  measure,  submitted  by  Sen.  Jesse 
Helms  lirN.C.)  wfth  five  co-sponsors, 
would  limit  the  appellate  jurisdiction  of 
the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  and  the  original 
jurisdiction  of  the  federal  district  courts. 

Limitation  of  court  jurisdiction  can  be 
accomplished  without  amending  the  U.S. 
Constitution,  according  to  an  aide  of  the 
Baptist  lawmaker. 

In  stating  that  submission  of  the  bill 
followed  careful  research  by  his  staff, 
Sen.  Helms  noted  that  attempts  to  adopt 
a  constitutional  amendment  to  return 
prayer  to  public  schools  and  public 


CORRECTION 

The  name  of  the  man  on  the  left  in  the 
photograph  at  the  bottom  of  Page  4  in  the 
BENEVOLENCE  REPORTER  insert  in 
the  Sept.  13  TM/UMR  is  the  Rev. 
Raymond  G.  Baines,  not  “Ramond  G. 
Banks."  He  is  the  former  Indian  ombuds¬ 
man  in  the  United  Methodist  Church  and 
now  a  minister  in  Alaska. 


PROTEST!  ‘Racist  procedures’ 


EL  PASO,  TX.— Mexican-American 
board  members  have  accused  two  United 
Methodist  institutions  here  of  operating 
by  racist  procedures.  In  a  letter  to  the 
Commission  on  Religion  and  Race  last 
week,  Mr.  Raul  Valdez,  leader  of  the 
Hispano  Caucus,  demanded  an  on-sight 
investigation  of  Houchen  Community 
Center  and  Neward  Methodist  Hospital. 

The  letter  alleges  discriminatory 
actions  and  racist  attitudes  toward 
Mexican-Americans  practiced  bv  the 
personnel  who  operate  the  programs  and 
procedures  of  the  hospital,  community 
center  and  the  board  itself  which  controls 
the  two  institutions.  Houchen-Newark 
serves  persons  in  a  predominately 
Mexican-American  neighborhood. 

Copies  of  the  letter  were  sent  to  per¬ 
sons  on  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
officials  and  Bishop  O.  Eugene  Slater  of 
the  Rio  Grande  Conference,  and  officials 
and  Bishop  Alsie  H.  Carleton  of  the  New 
Mexico  Conference. 

The  Rev.  Conrado  Soltero.  United 
Methodist  executive  minister  of  the 
Metropolitan  Board  of  Missions  and 
Houchen-Newark  board  member,  told 
TM,  UMR  that  the  Hispano  Caucus  was 
formed  by  10  Mexican  Americans 
following  the  June  20  board  meeting.  At 
that  meeting,  in  which  many  Mexican- 
Americans  were  absent,  a  previous 
decision  to  search  for  an  executive 
director  was  rescended  and  a  new  motion 
was  approved  to  first  employ  a  hospital 
administrator. 

The  caucus,  he  said,  considered  the 
hiring  of  a  Mexican-American  executive 
director  to  be  the  top  priority.  They 
*>elieveci  the  board  w'as  by -passing  their 
recommendation  in  order  to  hire  as 
hospital  administrator  a  person  “who 
neither  could  speak  Spanish  nor  had 
ever  served  as  hospital  administrator.” 
he  added. 

Another  grievance  levied  bv  the  caucus 
was  the  postponement  of  a  regular 


monthly  meeting  to  accomodate  one 
segement  of  the  board,  while  most  of  the 
Mexican-American  leaders  could  not 
attend  on  the  new  date  because  of 
previous  commitments. 

The  caucus  charged  that  decisions  are 
made  arbitrarily  without  Mexican- 
American  counsel.  They  further  contend 
many  practices  of  the  two  institutions 
mitigate  against  minority  empowerment 
and  as  such  are  in  violation  of  the  United 
Methodist  "Discipline.” 

"We  have  appealed  to  the  Commission 
on  Religion  and  Race  which  has  in¬ 
vestigative  powers,"  Mr.  Soltero  said. 

* Spiritual  custodian " 


buildings  have  thus  far  been  un¬ 
successful. 

One  of  22  sponsors  of  Senate  Joint 
Resolution  84.  which  would  amend  the 
Constitution  in  such  a  manner,  he 
reminded  his  colleagues  that  that 
measure  has  been  before  the  Senate 
Judiciary  Committee  for  more  than  a 
year. 

“The  amendment  process  is  time- 
consuming  and  exceedingly  difficult,”  he 
said.  "The  time  has  come  to  consider  an 
alternative  means  of  dealing  with  this 
problem  .  .  . 

"Fortunately,  the  Constitution 
provides  this  alternative  under  the 
system  of  checks  and  balances.  In  an¬ 
ticipation  of  judicial  usurpations  of 
power,  the  framers  of  our  Constitution 
wisely  gave  Congress  the  authority,  by  a 
simple  majority  of  both  Houses,  to  check 
the  Supreme  Court  through  regulation  of 
its  appellate  jurisdiction.” 

The  North  Carolina  Republican  em¬ 
phasized  that  Congress  has  exercised 
this  power  on  "numerous  occasions, 
since  the  earliest  days  of  the  Republic.” 

In  brief,  the  Helms  bill  states  that  the 
federal  courts  shall  not  have  jurisdiction 
to  enter  any  judgment,  decree,  or  order, 
denying  of  restricting  as  un¬ 
constitutional.  voluntary  prayer  in  any 
public  school. 

“The  purpose  of  my  bill,”  he  said,  "is 
to  restore  to  the  American  people  the 
fundamental  right  of  voluntary  prayer  in 
the  public  schools  The  bill  seeks  to 
promote  the  free  exercise  of  religion  by 
allowing  those  who  wish  to  recite  prayers 
—  and  they  are  the  vast  majority  of  our 
citizens  —  to  do  so  with  or  without  the 
blessings  of  government.” 

"Public  school  children  are  a  captive 
audience,”  Sen.  Helms  continued.  "They 
are  compelled  to  attend  school.  Their 
right  to  the  free  exercise  of  religion 
should  be  not  suspended  while  they  are  in 
attendance.  The  language  of  the  First 
Amendment  assumes  that  this  basic 
freedom  should  be  in  force  at  all  times 
and  in  all  places.” 


Harry  Denman  fills  new  shoes 


By  SHEILA  ALI  KE 
Staff  Writer 

JEFFERSONVILLE,  IND.  —  He 
always  said  he  wanted  to  be  a  church 
custodian  someday.  And  now'  he  is. 

Dr.  Harry  Denman  is  now  "Honorary 
Spiritual  Custodian"  of  Wall  Street 
United  Methodist  Church  here. 

The  famed  Methodist  evangelist,  now 
retired  in  his  native  Birmingham.  Ala., 
received  the  honor  in  August  after  Bishop 
Ralph  T.  Alton,  resident  Bishop  of  the 
Indiana  Area,  confirmed  the  ap¬ 
pointment 

The  "honorary"  part  of  the  title  might 
as  well  be  scrapped,  because  Harry 
Denman,  although  “retired,”  remains  an 
active  spiritual  leader. 

Dr.  Denman,  who  turned  81  Sept.  26,  is 
battling  a  heart  ailment,  but  still  is 
determined  to  continue  preaching. 

"I  want  to  preach,  hold  meetings,  tell 
people  about  the  Lord,  When  I  get  my 
strength.  I’ll  be  out  there  on  the  firing 
line.” 

The  title  was  bestowed  at  the  recom¬ 


mendation  of  Dr.  Howard  W.  Ellis,  newly 
appointed  pastor  of  the  Jeffersonville 
church. 

Dr.  Ellis  served  on  the  General  Board 
of  Education  in  the  former  Methodist 
Church  under  Dr.  Denman.  Dr.  Ellis 
claims  that  Denman  made  a  com¬ 
mit. rent  to  his  staff  that  he  could  close 
his  career  as  custodian  of  a  church.  And 
Dr.  Ellis  merely  took  him  up  on  the 
statement. 

Dr.  Denman  served  27  years  as  the  top 
evangelism  executive  of  the  Methodist 
Church.  But  even  after  leaving  that 
position,  his  evangelism  eftorts  didn’t 
end. 

A  bachelor,  he  took  his  one  suit  of 
clothes,  boarded  a  bus  with  an  unlimited 
use  ticket,  and  covered  the  country 
“telling  people  about  the  Lord.” 

Although  he’s  probably  the  world’s 
only  “custodian"  with  a  doctor's  degree, 
Dr.  Denman  remains  humble.  The  man 
once  known  as  "Mr.  Methodism”  still 
tells  everyone  he  meets  “pray  for  me.” 
And  he  means  it. 


miles.  The  church  leader  visited  twelve 
different  regions  from  the  Baltic  coun¬ 
tries  to  Siberia,  Leningrad  to  Armenia 
and  the  Black  Sea.  He  said  they  were 
treated  well  and  didn’t  have  a  single  bad 
moment.  “When  they  learned  we  were 
Americans  they  were  particularly 
friendly,"  he  expressed. 

Bishop  Mathews  noticed  many  changes 
in  Russia  since  he  was  there  six  years 
ago.  The  people  were  more  prosperous 
and  the  society  more  open.  Stores  had 
more  consumer  goods.  There  seemed  to 
be  a  relaxing  of  tension.  “I  w?as  positively 
impressed,”  he  concluded. 

Russian  churchmen  will  come  to  the 
United  States  in  February  for  a  con¬ 
tinuation  of  the  talks  to  further  un¬ 
derstanding  among  church  leaders  of  the 
two  countries. 

Editor's  Note:  Mr.  Bailey  is  editor  of 
the  Peninsula  Conference  "Com¬ 
municator”  for  United  Methodists  in 
Delaware  and  Maryland’s  Eastern 
shore. 


and  church  agencies,  about  a  world  food 
crisis: 

—  A  World  Food  Conference  in  Rome 
Nov.  5-16  will  draw  government  leaders 
from  around  the  world,  including  a  U.S. 
delegation  headed  by  Secretary  of 
Agriculture  Earl  Butz. 

Both  UMCOR  i  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief)  of  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  and  Church  World 
Service  (CWS)  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  say  they  hope  to  send  ob¬ 
servers  to  Rome.  Larry  Minear,  CWS 
staff  person  on  world  hunger,  is  in  Rome 
now  at  a  final  planning  session.  Church 
agencies  are  lobbying  there  for  an 
agenda  which  will  recognize  church 
efforts  to  stem  the  crisis,  CWS  assistant 
director  Kirk  Alliman  said. 

“National  Week  of  Concern  for 
World  Hunger”  is  being  sponsored  this 
week  by  the  World  Hunger  Action 
Coalition,  of  which  CWS  is  one  of  75 
cooperating  agencies.  The  week,  which 
has  been  supported  by  a  number  of  UMC 
churches  around  the  country,  is  an  effort 
to  focus  national  attention  on  the  crisis, 
according  to  Mr.  Alliman. 

—  UMCOR.  which  answers  emergency 
needs  around  the  world  every  11  days,  is 
assuming  an  ever-expanding  role  in  the 
deepening  crisis,  says  Dr.  David  Flude, 
executive  secretary  of  the  UMCOR 
committee  on  interpretation. 

"We  are  not  a  band-aid  organization,” 
Dr.  Flude  told  TM/  UMR.  "We  are 
really  four  R's:  relief,  rehabilitation, 
renewal  of  life  and  refugee  resettlement. 
It  is  important  to  help  the  world’s  people 
help  themselves.” 

He  said  UMCOR’s  current  budget 
shows  24  percent  of  income  spent  on 
relief,  but  46  percent  spent  on 
rehabilitation. 


Vacationing  minister 
reads  Lindbergh  rites 


BURLINGAME,  Ca.  —  A  month  long 
work-vacation  in  Hawaii  during  August 
turned  into  an  unforgetable  experience 
for  a  32-year-old  United  Methodist 
minister  from  the  Caiifornia-Nevada 
Conference  when  he  was  called  upon  to 
conduct  funeral  ceremonies  for  Charles 
Lindbergh,  one  of  history’s  most  famous 
aviators 

John  Tincher,  minister  of  involvement 
at  the  Burlingame  United  Methodist 
Church,  signed  up  three  years  ago  for  a 
month’s  pastorate  in  Hawaii  under  an 
ecumenical  program  in  which  pastors 
from  varying  denominations  volumeer  to 
fill  in  as  minister  of  the  Wanahalua 
Congregational  Church  in  Hana  on  a  one- 
month  basis.  He  was  prepared  for  a 
Hawaiian  vacation  coupled  w-ith  the 
experience  of  a  unique  temporary 
ministry.  He  could  not  have  guessed  how 
different  the  ministry  would  be. 

Three  weeks  into  his  Hawaiian 
ministry,  Mr.  Tincher  was  contacted  by 
the  Lindbergh  family  and  asked  to 
handle  funeral  arrangements.  During  the 
last  eight  days  of  his  life,  Charles  Lind¬ 
bergh  had  worked  with  his  wife  and 
family  in  planning  his  own  funeral. 
Although  Mr.  Tincher  never  met  Lind¬ 
bergh.  he  worked  with  Mrs.  Lindbergh  in 
making  the  final  arrangements. 

The  service  conducted  by  Mr.  Tincher 
included  readings  selected  by  Lindbergh 


to  represent  many  of  the  places  the 
pioneer  aviator  had  visited.  This  in¬ 
cluded  readings  from  the  Upanishad,  St. 
Augustine,  St.  Bernard  and  a  Navajo 
night  chant.  A  Hawaiian  church  member 
was  called  upon  to  read  two  Hawaiian 
poems  and  selected  scripture. 

"The  family  wanted  simplicity  and 
honesty,”  Mr.  Tincher  said.  “He  was 
buried  in  his  work  clothes.  On  his  death¬ 
bed  he  told  his  family  he  wanted 
everything  released,  nothing  hidden.” 

“This  was  one  of  the  richest  ex¬ 
periences  of  my  ministry,”  Mr.  Tincher 
said.  “fUwEs  a  trepepdous  experience  to 
be  able  to  \york  wttH  people  of  the  caliber 
of  the  Lindberghs.” 
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EYE  PROBLEMS? 

Gentle  LAVOPTIk  Medicinal  Eye  Wash  floaq 
out  dust  and  irritants.  Relieves  burning  and 
itching.  Soothes  away  redness.  Solve  the  prob-, 
lem  of  sore,  lired.  dull  eyes.  Ask  for  genuine 
LAVOPTIK  Medicinal  Eye  Wash  with  eye  cup 
included  at  your  druggist.  Satisfaction  guaran¬ 
teed  or  money  back. 


GIVE 

AND 


RECEIVE 


Why  not  do  both? 

How? 

Through  PLANNED  GIVING 

•  Express  your  faith  in  Cnrisi.an  mission  .  . . 

•  Assure  a  lifetime  income  for  yourself  ana  your  loved 
ones. 

Discover  now  federal  and  state  tax  laws  encourage 
deferred  giving  to  private  benevolences,  including  your 
church’s  global  mission. 

Explore  new  ways  to  become  a  source  of  nope  and  neal- 
ing  in  Christ’s  name. 

For  information,  return  the  coupon  Delow: 


Please  send  information  on  Planned  Giving  for  mission  which  will 
provide  me  witn  a  lifetime  income 

_ Please  send  ir.format.on  on  now  i  can  g.ve  to  mission  througn  my 

will  or  tnrougn  oeq jests. 

NAME _ 

ADDRESS: _ - _ 


Return  to:  BOARD  OF  GLOBAL  MINISTRIES  OF  THE  UNITED 
METHODIST  CHURCH 

Current  and  Deferred  Gifts  Warren  Loesch  and  Polly  Darr. 
Directors 

475  Riverside  Drive,  New  York,  N.Y.  10027,  Room  1316 


Dept.  T1 
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Protesting  discrimination 


South  African  blacks  reject  army  draft 


begi 


Mountain  ministry 

KINGS  BEACH,  Calif.  —  Southern  Baptist  Home  Missionary  Chuck  Clayton  talks 
to  people  about  God  in  some  most  unchurch-like  settings.  His  outdoor  -pulpit"  at 
Lake  Tahoe  on  the  California-Nevada  border  is  a  five-foot  cross  section  of  pine.  In 
winter  he  expertly  maneuvers  the  nearby  ski  slopes,  holding  worship  services  right 
on  the  snow,  where  the  skiers  are.  And  in  summer,  the  mountain  missionary  leads 
teenagers  on  three  backpack  expeditions  in  the  high  Sierras. 

RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 

N.  Carolina  churches 
'in  ministry  to  aging 

the  Hillhaven-Orange  Nursing  Center  at 
Durham.  It  was  made  possible  by  a  grant 
of  $17,500  from  the  Governor’s  Coor¬ 
dinating  Council  of  Aging,  supplemented 
by  federal  funds  for  model  programs 
under  the  Older  Americans  Act  of  1965. 
Mr.  McCleery  will  have  his  headquarters 
at  Raleigh. 

The  Rev.  Samuel  S.  Wiley  of  Durham, 
executive  director  of  the  church  council, 
said  “it  is  expected  that  there  will  be  a 
statewide  network  of  religious  bodies  and 
agencies  concerned  with  ministry  for  the 
aging  and  that  there  will  be  permanent 
programs  functioning  in  the  council  and 
at  denominational  levels.” 

Mr.  Wiley  cited  these  program  goals: 
To  increase  within  the  leadership  of 
religious  bodies  an  awareness  and 
knowledge  of  the  aging  process  and  the 
problems  of  the  aging;  to  increase  the 
number  of  contacts  with  isolated  elderly, 
particularly  those  in  institutions;  to 
provide  consulting  services  to  local 
churches  and  religious  bodies  on  the 
spiritual  well-being  of  the  aging;  to  in¬ 
crease  the  use  of  the  physical  properties 
and  resources  of  religious  bodies  in  the 
state  in  service  to  the  aging;  and  to 
develop  and  test  a  model  for  the  delivery 
of  services  to  the  aging. 


DURHAM,  N.C.  (RNS)  —  A  one-year 
pilot  project  designed  on  a  model 
program  on  meeting  the  spiritual  needs 
of  the  aging  has  been  launched  by  the 
North  Carolina  Council  of  Churches. 

sponsors  hope  that  it  will  be  a 
forerunner  of  a  statewide  network  in- 
vqlying  religious  bodies  and  agencies. 

The  program,  which  went  into  effect 
Sept.  1,  will  be  headed  by  the  Rev. 
Richard  F.  McCleery  of  Durham,  a 
United  Methodist  minister,  who  has 
served  as  chaplain  and  social  worker  for 

‘ This  is  the  Life ’ 
wins  only  Emmy 
for  religious  show 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  A  segment  of 
This  Is  The  Life,  the  long-running 
dramatic  series  sponsored  by  the 
Lutheran  Church-Missouri  Synod,  won 
the  only  Emmy  Award  for  religious 
programming  given  this  year  by  the 
National  Academy  of  Television  Arts  and 
Sciences, 

Its  episode  entitled  “Gift  of  Tears”  won 
the  award  for  “outstanding  achievement 
in  religious  programming  for  technical 
achievement,”  at  a  nationally  televised 
awards  banquet  (Sept.  4)  at  the  New 
York  Hilton  hotel. 

This  Is  The  Life  was  the  only  syn¬ 
dicated  show  under  consideration  among 
the  64  programs  to  receive  nominations 
for  Emmys  this  year  in  the  over-all 
designation  of  children’s,  religious,  and 
new/  documentary  programming. 

The  award-winning  episode  starred 
Eddy  Foy,  Jr.,  as  a  deaf-mute  clown 
befriended  by  a  motherless  boy. 

Produced  by  Lutheran  Television,  This 
Is  The  Life  is  now  in  its  23rd  season. 

Following  the  Emmy  presentation,  Dr. 
Martin  J.  Neeb,  Jr.,  executive  producer 
for  Lutheran  Television,  said: 

“We  are  pleased  that  this  award  brings 
honor  to  the  Lutheran  Church-Missouri 
Synod  in  its  television  ministry.  It  is 
gratifying  to  know  that  a  relatively  low- 
budget  syndicated  series  such  as  This  Is 
The  Life  can  compete  successfully  with 
higher-budgeted  network  religious 
programming.” 

Archeologists  uncover 
gate  near  Tiberias 

TIBERIAS,  Israel  (RNS)  -  A  large 
city  gate  flanked  by  two  round  towers, 
which  date  back  to  the  days  of  Jesus 
Christ,  have  been  uncovered  near  here 
by  a  team  of  archeologists. 

Experts  said  the  findings  lent  support 
to  accounts  that  Tiberias,  in  the  first 
century  of  the  Christian  era  was  the 
largest  and  most  important  city  in  the 
region. 

The  town  was  founded  by  Herod 
Antipas  (AD  18-20)  on  the  southwest 
shore  of  the  Sea  of  Galilee,  and  named 
after  Tiberius  Caesar. 

The  site  had  previously  been  used  for  a 
burying  ground  and  was  therefore  con¬ 
sidered  “unclean”  by  the  Jews. 

In  New  Testament  times,  Tiberias 
seems  to  have  been  entirely  Gentile. 

It  is  mentioned  only  in  John  6:23  (boats 
came  from  Tiberias),  John  6:1  and  21:1 
(Sea  of  Tiberias). 

Jesus  is  not  said  to  have  entered  the 
city,  and  the  common  opinion  of  in¬ 
terpreters  is  that  he  never  did. 


By  RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE 
Conscientious  objection  to  military 
service  has  become  a  major  issue  for  the 
churches  and  the  government  in  the 
Republic  of  South  Africa. 

For  years,  most  Protestant  and 
Catholic  leaders  have  been  pitted  against 
the  white-minority  regime  over  the  issue 
of  apartheid,  the  government’s  official 
system  of  racial  separation.  But  now  the 
matter  of  conscientious  objection  has 
seen  the  South  African  Parliament 
considering  a  measure  which  churchmen 
claim  would  limit  their  ability  to  counsel 
young  men  on  refusing  military  service. 

A  resolution  adopted  in  early  August  by 
the  South  African  Council  of  Churches 
touched  off  the  controversy.  It  related 
the  issue  of  refusal  to  serve  in  the 
military  to  the  apartheid  issue  by 
suggesting  that  Christians  might  use 
conscientious  objection  as  a  means  of 
opposing  the  racial  structure  in  South 
Africa. 

The  statement  declared  that  “the 
Republic  of  South  Africa  is  at  present  a 
fundamentally  unjust  and  discri- 

Missionary  doctor 
calls  adventure 
‘ risk  with  purpose ’ 

TORONTO,  Ont.  (RNS)  -  The  most 
meaningful  adventures  are  those  that 
involve  helping  others,  Dr.  Robert 
McClure,  former  moderator  of  the 
United  Church  of  Canada,  told  a  Festival 
of  Faith  audience  here. 

Speaking  at  the  annual  Canadian 
National  Exhibition  before  several 
thousand  persons,  the  missionary  doctor 
who  recently  returned  from  Sarawak 
described  adventure  as  “risk  with  a 
purpose." 

“Risk  with  no  purpose  may-  be 
anything  from  streaking  in  the  park  in 
North  American  to  an  alcoholic  playing 
Russian  roulette  with  a  revolver,”  Dr. 
McClure  said. 

He  has  spent  more  than  50  years  as  a 
doctor  and  surgeon  in  Asia  and  the 
Middle  East. 

In  an  address  entitled  "Take  a  Chance 
on  Life,”  Dr.  McClure  said  he  has  taken 
some  decisions  and  looks  back  with  no 
regrets.  Fifty  years  ago,  he  went  out  to 
North  China.  He  had  been  planning  a 
career  in  the  British  Colonial  Medical 
Service,  but  accepted  a  mission  post  in 
North  China  to  replace  a  doctor  mur-' 
dered  by  bandits. 

He  served  during  the  Sino-Japanese 
war  treating  grenade  and  gunshot 
wounds,  and  handled  air-ground  rescue 
work  in  “The  Hump”  area  between 
China,  India  and  Burma.  From  1950-54  he 
ministered  to  Palestine  refugees  on  the 
Gaza  strip  and  from  1954  to  1967  did 
surgical  and  leprosy  work  in  Central 
India. 

“Never  a  dull  moment,”  he  said.  “We 
can  honestly  declare,  ‘Absolutely  no 
regrets.’  ” 

To  take  a  chance  on  life  today,  he 
believed  there  are  three  essential 
qualifications:  A  working  knowledge  of 
some  branch  of  science  or  technology; 
motivation,  drive,  some  well-developed 
urge;  and  a  genuine  love  for  brothers  and 
sisters  of  the  human  race. 

Volunteers  could  be  sponsored  by 
government  and  quasi-government 
organizations;  the  United  Nations,  or 
missions  and  voluntary  agencies. 

“In  any  of  these,  I  doubt  that  you  will 
make  much  money,”  Dr.  McClure  said, 
“In  none  of  them  will  you  starve  to 
death  .  .  .  You  do  not  ‘live  on  charity,’ 
but  you  become  a  channel  for  others  to  do 
good.” 


Italian  convents  offer 
Bargain  rate  vacations 


ROME  (RNS)  —  Few  Americans 
planning  to  visit  Italy  this  year  or  in  the 
near  future  realize  they  can  spend  part  of 
their  vacation  in  an  atmosphere  of  peace 
and  tranquility  unknown  in  most  parts  of 
the  world  for  the  almost  ridiculously  low 
sum  of  $7-$8  a  day  —  full  board  and 
lodging  and  no  tips! 

This  unusual  haven  of  rest  —  no 
strings  attached  —  is  now  offered  by 
most  of  the  three  thousand  convents 
throughout  the  country,  situated  in  some 
of  the  most  magnificent  sites  along  the 
coast  or  in  the  mountains,  places  of 
unique  historical  interest  often  a  stone’s 
throw  from  centers  of  tourist  interest. 

Short  period  vacations,  ranging  from 
five  to  fifteen  days,  are  now  available  at 
medieval  monasteries  such  as  the 
Benedictine  convent  of  Santa  Scolastica, 
near  Subiaco,  a  mere  thirty  miles  south 
of  Rome.  Near  Florence,  the  famous 
Abbey  of  Vallomborsa,  surrounded  by 
ancient  forests  and  dating  back  to  1039, 
offers  20  single  and  20  double  rooms  with 
all  modern  conveniences,  including 

‘Electronic  age’ 
catches  up  with 
poor  box  thief 

SINGAPORE  (RNS)  -  The  poor  box  at 
the  Roman  Catholic  Church  of  St.  Peter 
and  Paul  here  was  robbed  so  often  the 
local  priest  devised  a  method  of 
protection. 

With  the  assistance  of  an  electrician,  a 
warning  device  was  rigged  to  the  vestry 
and  triggered  to  ring  when  the  circuit 
was  broken.  Recently  it  started  to  ring 
and  the  priest  rushed  out  in  time  to  catch 
a  thief  holding  a  sum  equivalent  to  $30. 

The  police  were  called,  and  the 
magistrate  subsequently  handed  down  a 
6-month  jail  sentence  to  the  thief. 


bathrooms  and  showers,  and  a  comfort 
that  can  rival  many  a  first-class  hotel 

At  Camaldoli,  20  miles  from  Arezzo  on 
the  Sun  Highway  between  Rome  and 
Florence,  and  linked  to  the  latter  by  a 
fast  daily  bus  service,  is  another  Abbey- 
hotel,  founded  in  1012  by  St.  Romualdo, 
one  of  central  Italy’s  most  famous 
convents.  It  also  offers  a  wide  range  of 
accommodation  facilities,  with  some  250 
rooms  and  a  library  that  has  for  cen¬ 
turies  been  an  international  study  center 
because  of  its  collection  of  ancient 
documents.  The  complete  pensione  at 
Camaldoli  Abbey  amounts  to  no  more 
than  $6.50  a  day! 

Twenty  miles  from  ancient  Siena,  in 
the  heart  of  Umbria,  is  the  huge 
monastery  of  Monte  Oliveto  Maggiore. 
An  ancient  drawbridge  remains  at  the 
entrance  to  a  group  of  splendid  medieval 
palaces  and  a  unique  cloister  boasting 
paintings  and  frescoes  of  Luca  Signorelli 
and  other  Renaissance  masters. 

The  Benedictine  friars  have  changed 
the  austere  cells  into  comfortable  rooms, 
and  meals,  provided  by  a  renowned 
restaurant  at  the  foot  of  the  mountain 
dominated  by  the  abbey,  are  served  in 
the  gigantic  refectory  where  once  Popes 
and  knights  dined  in  state. 

Said  one  of  the  monks  in  charge  of 
catering  and  receiving  visitors: 

“A  convent  holiday  today  is  no  longer  a 
matter  of  seeking  spiritual  peace  or 
coming  to  terms  with  certain  problems: 
the  church  is  opening  up  its  great  houses 
to  all  those  who  want  to  get  the  feel  of 
real  tranquility  for  a  week  or  two,  who 
want  to  live  simply.” 

The  convent-hotels  of  Italy,  whether 
they  be  Benedictine,  Franciscan  or 
Dominican,  have  no  need  for  publicity  or 
advertising  in  glossy  magazines;  in  their 
fame,  artistic  beauty  and  atmosphere  of 
peace  they  have  more  to  offer  than 
anything  the  best  press-agents  could  say. 


minatory  society  and  that  this  un¬ 
justice  and  discrimination  constitutes 
the  primary,  institutionalized  violence 
which  has  provoked  the  counter- violence 
of  the  terrorists  or  freedom  fighters.” 

While  deploring  violence  as  “a  means 
to  solve  problems."  the  resolution  also 
said  that  "it  is  hypocritical  to  deplore  the 
violence  of  terrorists  or  freedom  fighters 
while  we  ourselves  prepare  to  defend  our 
society  with  its  primary,  institutionalized 
violence  by  means  of  yet  more  violence.” 

Although  the  Roman  Catholic  Church 
does  not  belong  to  the  South  African 
Council  of  Churches,  Cardinal  Owen 
McCann  of  Capetown  suggested  that  the 
South  African  people  should  "consider  in 
a  serious  manner”  the  text  of  the 
statement.  At  the  same  time,  he  said  he 
did  not  agree  with  all  points  made  in  the 
resolution. 

"I  subscribe  to  the  gravity  of  the  state 
of  affairs,”  the  prelate  commented,  "but 
do  not  see  that  it  justifies  the  wholesale 
withdrawal  of  young  men  from  military 
service  for  the  defense  of  our  country.” 

Taking  a  slightly  different  view, 
Anglican  Archbishop  Bill  B.  Burnett,  the 
new  Anglican  archbishop  of  Capetown, 
said  he  was  “not  dismayed”  by  the 
resolution  “because  it  faces  us  with 
things  as  they  are." 

Archbishop  Burnett  declared  that  the 
statement  highlighted  the  South  African 
crisis  and  gave  “an  opportunity  to  see 
things  in  a  new  light  and  to  respond  to  the 
situation  in  faith  and  with  love.” 

Not  all  Christian  leaders  favored  the 
resolution.  Dr.  J.  D.  Vorster,  moderator 
of  the  country’s  largest  Dutch  Reformed 
Church,  which  supports  apartheid,  and 
the  brother  of  South  Africa’s  Prime 
Minister,  said  the  South  African  Council 
was  "playing  into  the  hands  of  leftists.” 
The  Dutch  Reformed  Churches  are  not 
members  of  the  Council,  which  is  an 
interracial  organization  of  English- 
speaking  Protestant  denominations.  Die 
Kerkbode,  the  magazine  of  Dr.  Vorster’s 
denomination,  charged  that  the  Council 
showed  a  "lack  of  patriotism”  by 
adopting  the  statement. 

In  an  ominous  comment.  Prime 
Minister  John  Vorster  warned  the  South 
African  Council  that  it  faced  "serious 
consequences”  over  the  resolution. 
"Those  who  play  with  fire  in  this  way 
should  rethink  before  they  burn  their 
fingers  irrevocably,”  he  cautioned. 

The  meaning  of  Prime  Minister  Vor¬ 
ster’s  statement  soon  became  apparent 
as  the  South  African  Parliament  began 
considering  adoption  of  a  “Defense 
Further  Amendment  Bill,”  which  would 
impose  penalties  of  up  to  10  years  in 


prison  and  a  fine  of  $15,000  on  any  person 
encouraging  another  to  refuse  military 
service. 

Although  Cardinal  McCann  had  ex¬ 
pressed  some  reservations  about  the 
South  African  Council’s  resolution,  he 
was  one  of  the  first  churchmen  to  protest 
the  proposed  bill.  He  said  that 
Christianity  clearly  teaches  that  a  person 
“can  be  a  conscientious  objector  against 
war  in  general  or  against  a  specific  war 
by  virtue  of  convictions  and  religious 
formation.  Provision  must  be  made  for 


such  persons  who,  by  reason  of  con¬ 
science,  refuse  to*bear  arms.” 

In  a  dramatic  action.  South  Africa’s 
Roman  Catholic  Bishops’  Conference 
announced  that  if  the  proposed  bill  were 
passed,  prelates  would  be  bound  by 
conscience  “to  disobey  it  and  would 
expect  clergy  and  people  of  their  own  and 
other  Churches  to  do  likewise.” 

Anglican  Suffragan  Bishop  Kenneth 
Hallowes  of  Natal  agreed  that  the 
proposed  measure  "puts  all  ministers  in 
a  position  where  they  almost  have  to 
disobey.” 


and  Mrs.  Ulysses  (,ray 


Liberian  government 
honors  UM  missionaries 


NEW  YORK  (UMC)  —  United 
Methodist  missionaries  Ulysses  S.  and 
Vivienne  N.  Gray  have  been  honored  by 
the  Liberian  government  for 
distinguished  service  rendered  to  the 
African  nation. 

President  William  R  Tolbert  Jr.,  of 
Liberia,  conferred  the  Liberian 
Distinctions  of  Knight  Commander  on  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Gray  and  the  Grand  Band  of  the 
Order  of  the  Star  of  Africa  on  Mrs.  Gray 
in  ceremonies  during  the  127th 
Independence  Day  celebration  July  26  in 
Zwedru,  Liberia. 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Gray  first  went  to 
Liberia  in  1948  —  he  as  an  agricultural 
missionary,  she  as  an  educational 
missionary.  Initially,  they  were  assigned 
to  the  College  of  West  Africa  and  later  to 
the  United  Methodist  Mission  in  Gbar- 
nga,  Liberia,  where  they  have  served 


more  than  25  years. 

Throughout  their  years  in  Africa,  the 
Grays  have  developed  religious, 
educational  and  agricultural  programs 
in  which  many  of  today’s  United 
Methodist  leaders  in  Liberia,  including 
Bishop  Bennie  D.  Warner,  received  their 
early  training. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Gray,  a  native  of  Mar¬ 
shall,  Texas,  is  a  graduate  of  Clark 
College  in  Atlanta,  Ga.,  and  received  his 
divinity  degree  from  Gammon 
Theological  Seminary  in  Atlanta. 

Mrs.  Gray,  the  former  Vivienne  Estelle 
Newton,  was  born  in  Teague,  Texas,  and 
graduated  from  Wiley  College.  She 
received  a  degree  in  religious  education 
from  Gammon  Theological  Seminary, 

The  Grays  have  two  children,  Duret 
and  Margaret. 


Three  national  religious  magazines 
say  Nixon  pardon  was  a  6 mistake  ’ 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  “Mistake”  is  the 
word  three  national  religious  magazines 
each  chose  in  responding  to  President 
Ford's  grant  of  “full,  free  and  absolute 
pardon”  to  former  President  Nixon. 

Editorial  opposition  to  the  pardon 
came  from  America,  the  Jesuit  weekly; 
Commonweal,  the  independent  Roman 
Catholic  weekly,  and  Christianity  Today, 
the  Protestant  evangelical  fortnightly. 
The  two  Catholic  publications  are  located 
here;  Christianity  Today  is  based  in 
Washington,  D.C. 

While  each  magazine  strongly 
questioned  Mr.  Ford's  action,  basis  for 
the  opposition  differed. 

"President  Ford,  unwittingly  but 
certainly,  has  delivered  one  of  the  worst 
insults  the  American  jury  system  has 
ever  received,”  said  America  in  an 
editorial  written  for  the  Sept.  21  issue. 

"Grave  mistake”  is  the  best  thing  that 
can  be  said  for  the  pardon,  according  to 
Commonweal  in  an  editorial  to  be 
published  Sept.  27.  “The  worst,  which 
many  unfortunately  already  suspect,  is 
that  the  pardon  represents  a  deal  be¬ 
tween  the  new  President  and  the  man 
who  named  him.” 

Christianity  Today,  whose  editorial 
was  also  prepared  for  the  Sept.  27  issue, 
warned  against  supposing  that  Mr.  Ford 
“was  influenced  by  based  motives”  or 
"obligations  to  Mr.  Nixon.” 

The  evangelical  magazine  raised 
questions  about  the  timing,  the  grounds 
and  the  legal  precedent  of  the  pardon. 

“How  can  a  person  be  released  from  all 

Episcopal  group 
pressures  bishops 
to  ordain  women 

WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  (RNS)  —  The 
Standing  Committee  of  the  Episcopal 
Diocese  of  Washington  has  called  upon 
its  resident  bishops  to  press  for  “positive 
action”  on  the  ordination  of  “qualified 
women  to  the  priesthood  and  episcopate 
at  the  earliest  possible  moment.” 

On  a  vote  of  7  to  0,  with  one  abstention, 
the  eight-member  committee,  the 
diocese’s  highest  elected  policy-making 
group,  affirmed  that  the  Episcopal 
Church  is  “moving  toward”  the  or¬ 
dination  of  women  as  priests  and  bishops. 

It  asked  Bishop  William  F.  Creighton 
and  Suffragan  Bishop  John  T.  Walker  to 
use  their  influence  in  calling  a  special 
General  Convention  of  the  demomination 
to  deal  with  the  issue  of  women  priests. 

The  resolution  took  no  stand  on  either 
the  irregular  ordinations  of  11  women  as 
priests  in  Philadelphia  last  July  or  on 
House  of  Bishops  decision  ruling  the  11 
ordinations  "not  valid.” 

The  Washington  Diocesan  Standing 
Committee  said  it  felt  there  would  be  a 
special  General  Convention  in  1975  to 
deal  with  the  issue  of  women  priests. 


penalties  for  an  offense  before  charges 
have  been  brought  or  his  culpability  has 
been  established?”  it  asked.  "God 
pardons  repentant  believers  without 
injury  to  justice  because  Jesus  paid  the 
penalty  and  we  accept  him  as  our  sub¬ 
stitute.  Was  Mr.  Nixon’s  acceptance  of 
the  pardon  an  acknowledgement  of  guilt? 
If  not,  why  did  he  accept  it,  since  that 
implies  guilt?” 

Christianity  Today  said  that  “the 
necessity  of  dealing  with  illegalities  and 
immoralities  in  high  places  must  be 
faced  even  if  it  conflicts  with  the 
government’s  obligation  to  end  domestic 
strife  and  restore  a  measure  of  common 
purpose.  Unless  there  were  overriding 
reasons  of  which  we  have  no  present 
knowledge,  it  would  appear  that 
President  Ford  was  mistaken  in  granting 


the  pardon  when  he  did.” 

America  and  Commonweal  were  much 
harsher  in  their  criticism  of  the  pardon. 
"President  Ford  acted  conscientiously, 
but  he  did  not  act  correctly,”  said  the 
Jesuit  weekly. 

"Mr.  Ford’s  action  represents  bad 
theology  and  even  worse  politics,”  ac¬ 
cording  to  Commonweal.  “To  talk  of 
mercy  while  ignoring  justice  is  to  make  a 
mockery  of  morality,  and  this  is  what 
Mr.  Ford  has  done.  The  President’s 
desire  to  heal  national  wounds  and  show 
compassion  is  commendable;  his  fatal 
mistake,  however,  was  his  abysmal 
failure  to  appreciate  that  the  American 
people  also  deserve  compassion  .  .  The 
people  are  entitled,  as  a  basic  right,  to 
know  the  full  story  of  Watergate  and  of 
what  went  on  in  the  White  House.” 


Black  clergy  woman 
preaches  4of  here  and  now’ 


COLUMBIA,  S.C.  (UMC)  -  “Firsts” 
in  any  field  meet  with  distrust  and  fear, 
according  to  the  Rev.  Vivian  McFadden. 

Ms.  McFadden  knows  a  great  deal 
about  being  “first.”  She  is  the  first 
woman  ever  ordained  an  elder  and  made 
a  full  Conference  member  by  the  South 
Carolina  United  Methodist  Conference 
and  the  first  black  female  chaplain  in  the 
U.S.  Navy.  She  was  commissioned  a 
lieutenant  (j.g.)  Sept.  8  at  Atlanta. 

Ms.  McFadden,  of  Kingstree,  S.C.,  has 
been  associate  pastor  of  John’s  Island 
Parish,  John’s  Island,  S.C.,  for  the  past 
15  months.  Her  home  church  is  Mt.  Zion 
in  Kingstree.  The  daughter  of  the  late 
Queen  Esther  and  Leroy  McFadden,  also 
of  Kingstree,  she  was  graduated  from 
Gaflin  College  in  Orangeburg,  S.C.,  and 
Interdenominational  Theological 
Seminary  in  Atlanta.  She  has  done 
graduate  work  in  criminal  justice  at 
Georgia  State.  During  the  1974  con¬ 
ference  session,  she  was  ordained  an 
elder. 

At  the  end  of  September  she  will  begin 
her  new  career  at  Navy  chaplains  school 
in  Rhode  Island.  In  November  she  will 
continue  her  chaplaincy  in  Bethesda, 
Md.,  and  will  go  to  a  permanent 
assignment  in  Oakland,  Calif.,  next 
spring. 

Ms.  McFadden  has  definite  images  of 
herself  as  a  black  female  minister  and  as 
a  black  female  chaplain.  When  in 
graduate  school,  she  says,  she  thought 
about  ways  “to  serve  the  community” 
and  found  “few  choices  for  the  female.” 

Even  before  deciding  to  become  a 
minister,  she  realized  that  the  minister  in 
a  black  community  is  often  the  focal 
point  of  authority.  However,  when  she 
became  a  minister,  most  people  in  the 
black  community  reacted  to  her  with 
mistrust.  A  female  minister  was  not 
totally  alien  to  them,  but  Ms.  McFadden 
was  different  from  other  female 
ministers  they  had  encountered.  For  one 


thing,  she  dressed  casually,  as  a  person 
on  a  college  campus  would.  For  another, 
she  preached  the  “social  gospel  of  ‘here 
and  now’  rather  than  of  ‘then’,"  she  said. 
She  emphasizes  “God  of  the  community” 
rather  than  "God  of  the  person.” 

Concerning  acting  as  chaplain,  she 
feels  she  will  serve  “as  effectively  as 
possible”  to  both  men  and  women,  since 
she  had  certainly  ministered  to  both  men 
and  women  in  the  local  church.  And 
because  chaplains  do  not  "solicit”  for 
clients,  she  says,  people  will  come  to  her 
out  of  either  “curiosity”  or  in  search  of  a 
"trusting  relationship." 

Ms.  McFadden  adds  another  thing 
about  being  first  —  there  is  no  one  “to 
share  your  frustrations  and  anxiousness 
with”  since  nobody  else  has  ever  been  in 
exanctly  the  same  situation.  “The  level 
of  perception  of  a  woman  in  my 
situation,”  she  says,  “is  in- 
comeprehensible  for  people  in  the 
profession  or  community.  For  I  view  my 
‘Thus  saith  the  Lord’  not  from  a 
pulpiteering  position,  but  from  the  angle 
of  a  black  female,  black  clergy,  black 
community  member,  which  equals  op¬ 
pression.” 

“Therefore,  mistrust  and  misun¬ 
derstanding  is  a  basic  thorn  for  me.”  she 
concludes.  "My  total  lifestyle  is 
therefore  threatening  to  others  who 
desire  to  keep  what  they  have  and  not 
risk  their  lives  to  gain.” 

She  terms  her  experiences  at  John’s 
Island  “invaluable”  and  emphasizes 
"the  richness  of  the  life  of  the  people”  on 
the  island  rather  than  the  poverty.  “All 
they  need  to  know  is  ‘I  am,’  and  they 
could  turn  the  world  upside  down.”  She 
calls  the  John’s  Island  people  a  “caring” 
people  and  encouraged  the  initiation  of 
programs  to  support  the  people's  positive 
self-concept. 
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Ingleside  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  was 
host  for  the  annual  fall  mission  study 
workshop  of  the  Baton  Rouge  district  on 
September  15.  Representatives  from 
some  50  churches  in  the  district  gathered 
for  the  three-hour  program. 

The  three  recommended  studies  for 
1975  were  presented  in  two  one-hour 
sessions,  separated  by  coffee  breaks.  A 
feature  of  the  afternoon  was  a  skit, 
conducted  by  Charles  Titkemeyer,  en¬ 
titled  “Jonah  and  Archie  Bunker." 

Dr.  Lamar  Smith,  pastor  of  the 
Ingleside  Church,  and  Miss  Lillian 
Kennedy,  prominent  in  the  women’s 
work  of  the  United  Methodist  Church, 
taught  sessions  on  the  Bible  study  which 
stems  from  the  book  of  Jonah. 

“Education  for  Global  Consciousness" 
was  the  study  presented  by  Mrs.  Inez 
Christenterv.  and  by  Mrs.  W.  E.  Trice,  of 
Dallas,  Texas.  Miss  Virtle  Jones,  a 
member  of  the  district  committee  on 
nominations  for  UMW,  and  the  Rev. 
Ronald  Ramke  led  the  study  on  “Our 
Faith  in  the  Midst  of  Pluralism." 

In  addition  to  the  sessions  for  adults, 
there  were  two  classes  for  youth.  The 
Rev.  William  McCutcheon,  St.  Paul’s 
Church,  led  the  junior  high  group  in  the 
session  “Sing  and  Pray  and  Shout 
Hurray!”  The  senior  highs  were  guided 
in  their  discussion  by  the  Rev.  George 
Calvin,  pastor  of  Camphor  Memorial 
Church,  in  “Mission  Impossible  — 
Unless." 

Rev.  Robert  B.  Crichlow  is  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  district.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Walter  McLean  of  Broadmoor  Church, 
Baton  Rouge,  were  co-chairmen  of  the 
workshop. 

Also  assisting  were  Mrs.  Marcus  L. 
Burke,  mission  coordinator  for  Christian 
Global  Concerns  for  the  Baton  Rouge 
district  UMW,  and  Mrs.  Walter  Brook, 
district  UMW  President. 


Noel  UMW  feature 
Congressman  Waggonner 

Congressman  Joe  D.  Waggonner,  Jr., 
of  the  Fourth  District  of  Louisiana,  ad¬ 
dressed  United  Methodist  Women  of  the 
Noel  Memorial  Church,  Shreveport,  on 
September  9. 

The  address  was  presented  as  a  part  of 
the  continuing  program  by  the  women's 
group  at  Noel,  bringing  distinguished 
church  laymen  to  comment  on  the  im¬ 
pact  and  timeliness  of  the  church's  role 
in  our  lives  today. 

Representative  Waggonner  is  present¬ 
ly  serving  in  his  sixth  consecutive  term 
in  the  United  States  Congress.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Plain  Dealing  United 
Methodist  Church,  where  he  maintains 
his  residence. 

The  special  meeting  at  Noel  was  a 
churchwide  dinner,  and  was  widely  at¬ 
tended. 


Students  and  retreat  leaders  from  Louisiana  State  University's  T.U.C.M.  Center 
and  Southern  University’s  Wesley  Foundation  gather  before  beginning  a  weekend 
retreat  at  Camp  Istrouma  Methodist  Camp.  Personal  awareness  and  com¬ 
munication,  vocational  values,  and  elements  of  Christian  Theology  formed  the 
theme  of  the  weekend  which  was  shortened  by  the  threat  of  Hurricane  Carmen. 
Despite  threats  of  inclement  weather  twenty-two  persons  participated  in  the 
weekend.  Retreat  leaders  included  Miss  Jeanne  Bingham,  and  ministers  Freddie 
Henderson.  Penn  Morgan,  Mickey  Stringfield,  and  William  Finnin.  Jr. 


Dedication  of  the  new  activity  building  will  climax  long-  Residents  of  the  Home  enjoy,  among  many  recreational 
range  expansion  program  that  spans  eight  years.  activities,  table  tennis. 


Activity  building  at  Children’s 
Home,  Ruston,  to  be  dedicated 


Around  our  Conference 


A  Missions  Festival  Family  Night  was 
held  at  First  Church,  Pineville,  on 
September  15.  The  program  Included  a 
talk  by  Jerry  Bridges  of  MacDonell 
United  Methodist  Children’s  Services, 
Houma,  and  a  display  of  articles  from 
Korea.  There  was  also  a  presentation  of 
slides  sent  by  the  Rev.  James  Spitzkeit, 
missionary  to  Korea,  whom  the  church 
partially  supports.  Stone  W.  Caraway  is 
pastor  at  First  Church. 


Gonzales  Church  reports  a  successful 
Revival  September  8-12.  The  Rev.  Andy 
Foreman,  Conference  Evangelist,  was 
guest  speaker.  Joe  C.  Rice  is  pastor  at 
Gonzales. 


The  Aurora  Church,  New  Orleans,  is 
making  plans  for  The  Aurora  Fair,  to  be 
held  November  15  and  16.  Half  of  the 
profits  are  earmarked  for  church  fur¬ 
nishings,  the  other  half  for  furnishings 
for  the  youth  building.  Dr.  Henry  A. 
Rickey  is  pastor  of  the  Aurora  Church. 


Sevier  Memorial  Church,  Ferriday, 
reports  that  an  Adventure  in  Mission  took 
place  in  the  church  September  22-24.  The 
church,  along  with  the  Vidalia  Church 
and  seven  Natchez  Area  United 
Methodist  churches  sponsored  the 
conference.  Seven  outstanding  people 
who  are  in  the  mission  field  in  the  United 
States  and  abroad  were  on  hand  to  talk 
about  their  work.  Mrs.  Joyce  Strozier  is 
Mission  Work  Area  Chairperson.  The 
Rev.  George  B.  Cunningham  is  pastor. 


Jonesboro  Church,  Dan  W.  Tohline 
pastor,  recently  held  its  Annual 
Teacher's  Appreciation  Banquet  in 
Ruston.  This  is  given  each  year  in  honor 
of  those  who  serve  as  teachers  in  the 
church  school.  A  special  dinner,  guest 
speaker  and  musical  group  were  all  a 
part  of  the  program. 


Twenty-seven  United  Methodist 
pastors,  including  Bishop  Finis  A. 
Crutchfield  will  take  part  in  the  “We 
Care”  Mission  sponsored  by  Centenary- 
Fisher  Churches,  September  29-October 
1,  according  to  Beverly  Bond,  pastor. 

Bishop  Crutchfield  will  preach  at  the 
Sunday  evening  service  on  September  29. 
From  Sunday  through  Tuesday  every 
United  Methodist  family  will  be  visited 
by  a  pastor.  Purpose  of  the  Mission  is 
“.  .  to  share  Christian  love  and  con¬ 
cern  ...” 

On  Monday  and  Tuesday  evenings 
visiting  ministers  - will  share  their 
Christian  witness  in  brief  informal  talks 
to  be  presented  in  the  sanctuary  of  the 
Centenary  Church.  There  will  also  be  a 
time  for  old  fashioned  congregational 
singing  and  prayer.  Music  will  be  led  by 
the  Centenary  Church  choir.  Jack  Shaw, 
minister  and  evangelistic  singer  from 
Ruston.  will  provide  solos  and  lead  the 
congregational  hymns. 

Every  family  of  Centenary  and  Fisher 
churches  will  be  placed  in  a  small  group 
with  a  pastor  as  leader.  These  groups  are 
to  meet  first  on  Sunday  afternoon,  and 
again  on  Monday  and  Tuesday  prior  to 
the  evening  services.  The  guest  pastor 
will  lead  discussions  on  the  church,  the 


Blackwater  Church  has  a  “Love  Fund” 
in  the  church,  used  to  help  those  who  are 
in  need.  Pastor  at  the  Blackwater  Church 
is  William  C.  Blakely. 


The  Young  at  Heart  Club  of  Istrouma 
Church  is  planning  to  have  a  Country 
Store  soon.  This  group  keeps  “young  at 
heart”  by  engaging  in  helpful  and 
stimulating  activity.  Pastor  at  the 
Istrouma  Church  is  Paul  C.  Carroll. 


St.  Paul’s  Church,  Monroe,  has  an¬ 
nounced  a  Parents  Effectiveness 
Training  Program  for  the  last  four 
Tuesdays  in  October.  The  program  is  an 
approved  and  widely  accepted  approach 
to  helping  parents  deal  with  everyday 
experiences  in  rearing  their  children. 
Pat  Meriwether,  member  of  the  church 
and  trained  psychologist,  will  lead  the 
discussions. 


Broadmoor  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  is 
holding  its  Revival  September  29- 
October  1.  Guest  preacher  will  be  Dr  .  W. 
E.  Trice,  of  University  Park  United 
Methodist  Church,  Dallas,  Texas.  Song 
leader  is  Mike  Mooney  of  Shreveport. 


First  Church,  Covington,  was  host  to  a 
District  Conference  on  Churchmanship 
on  September  8.  Worship  message  was 
given  by  the  Rev.  Joe  McClain, 
Bogalusa,  and  W.  A.  Ford,  layman  from 
Lake  Charles,  presented  a  message  on 
churchmanship.  Pastor  at  the  Covington 
Church  is  Angus  L.  Carruth. 

A  Revival  was  held  at  the  Noel  Church 
September  15-18.  Evangelist  Jack  Gray 
was  the  featured  speaker.  Benedict  A. 
Galloway  is  pastor  of  the  Noel  church. 


Bill  McCutcheon,  pastor  of  St.  Paul’s 
Church,  Baton  Rouge,  was  guest  on 
“Reflections  on  Life”  on  WAFB-TV  the 
week  of  September  8  at  both  sign-on  in 


Christ  and  the  Christian  life. 

A  minister  has  been  assigned,  also,  to 
work  with  older  children  and  youth. 

Lake  Charles 
Dist.  busy  with 
Evangelism  events 

The  month  of  September  in  the  Lake 
Charles  District  was  “evangelism 
month,”  so  designated  and  planned  by 
the  District  Council  on  Ministries. 

Three  special  emphases  have  been 
observed,  including  two  weeks  of  in¬ 
tensive  visitation  within  local  churches 
by  the  adult  church  school  classes  of 
those  churches,  an  exchange  of 
preachers  within  the  district  churches 
for  three-night  evangelistic  preaching 
services,  and  a  district-wide  rally  held  at 
First  Church,  Lake  Charles  on  Sunday, 
September  22  at  7:30  P.M.  at  which 
Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield  was  the 
speaker. 

Reports  of  highly  successful  services 
have  been  received  from  persons 
throughout  the  district. 


the  mornings  and  sign-off  in  the 
evenings. 


St.  Paul’s  Church,  New  Orleans, 
reports  a  highly  successful  “Summer 
Lagniappe”  program.  Total  registration 
was  111,  with  average  attendance  of  82 
each  week.  Thirty  team  members 
assisted  in  this  program  Children’s 
coordinator  is  Karen  Smith.  Richard  R. 
Meek  is  pastor. 


First  Church,  Monroe,  reports  a 
successful  Choir  Camp  held  Labor  Day 
weekend  at  Camp  Hardtner.  The  largest 
Youth  Choir  on  record,  22  members, 
attended.  There  were  27  members  of  the 
Chancel  Choir;  and  10  children  were  in 
attendance  from  the  Caroler  Choir. 
Highlight  was  the  Communion  Service 
and  Service  of  Rededication.  Joe 
Cleveland  is  Choir  Director.  Dr.  W.  D. 
Boddie  is  pastor. 


Barksdale  Church,  Bossier  City,  has 
announced  a  series  of  evangelistic  ser¬ 
vices  October  13-16.  The  Rev.  Jolly  B. 
Harper  will  be  featured  speaker.  Music 
will  also  figure  prominently  in  the  ser¬ 
vices.  John  R.  Johns  is  pastor  of  the 
Barksdale  Church. 


The  David  Haas  Memorial  Church, 
Bunkie,  has  been  celebrating  “The  Fall 
Festival  of  Faith”  during  the  entire 
month  of  September.  The  intent  is  to  call 
members  to  a  renewed  commitment  to 
the  Christian  faith,  while  exploring  again 
the  many  facets  of  that  faith  in  a  variety 
of  worship  experiences.  Highlights  of  the 
celebration  included:  Labor  Sunday  and 
Holy  Communion;  “The  Church  —  Past 
and  Present;”  Ministry  Sunday; 
Christian  Missions;  and  “Be  A 
Visionary.”  Fun,  fellowship  and 
recreation  were  also  included  in  the 
program.  Donald  J.  Hall  is  pastor. 

Attention  subscribers 
and  contributors  to  the 
Louisiana  Methodist 

Readers  of  THE  LOUISIANA 
METHODIST  will  be  interested  in  the 
time-table  used  in  making  up  the  paper 
and  getting  it  printed  and  mailed. 

The  editor  in  New  Orleans  has  the 
copy,  pictures,  and  make-up  page  ready 
to  be  mailed  on  Wednesday  morning  to 
Dallas.  On  Saturday  the  proof  returns  to 
New  Orleans  by  airmail  -  special 
delivery.  It  is  corrected,  then  on  Monday 
morning  the  publisher  calls  from  Dallas 
at  9:15  to  get  the  corrections.  Then  the 
paper  is  printed,  mailed  from  Dallas  to 
be  delivered  on  Friday. 

This  means  that  there  is  a  nine-day  lag 
in  news  reporting  —  from  Wednesday 
until  Friday  of  the  following  week. 

It  follows,  then,  that  materials  from 
churches  and  individuals  should  be  in  the 
editor’s  hands  at  least  two  weeks  before 
the  date  of  expected  publication. 

The  paper  has  been  swamped  with 
stories,  pictures,  church  bulletins,  and 
news  letters,  which  demonstrates  a 
feeling  of  need  for  our  conference  paper. 
Thank  you!  If  something  you  send  gets 
left  out,  or  is  late  in  appearing,  we  ask 
your  patient  indulgence. 

Your  editor  is  responsible  for  the 
Louisiana  page  only.  Letters  to  the  editor 
concerning  the  inside  and  back  of  the 
paper  should  be  sent  to  the  TM/  UMR 
address. 


27  pastors  to  visit  Franhlinton , 
Centenary-Fisher  Churches 


Oak  Grove  church  dedicated 


Consecration  services  for 
Trinity  Ruston  conducted 


The  recent  addition  to  the  staff  of  John 
Peoples,  a  graduate  of  Louisiana  Tech 
with  a  degree  in  Physical  Education  and 
Recreation,  has  provided  the  services 
that  will  enable  the  Home  to  utilize  to  the 
fullest  the  new  activity  complex. 

A  chaplain  was  appointed  by  Bishop 
Finis  A.  Crutchfield  at  the  last  session  of 
the  Annual  Conference  to  provide 
counseling  services,  religious  education 
on  campus,  and  coordination  of  church 
activity  with  the  Trinity  church  in 
Ruston,  which  throughout  the  history  of 
the  Home  has  been  the  heaviest  con¬ 
tributor  of  money  and  service  in  the 
state.  The  Rev.  Douglas  T.  Williams,  Jr., 
a  graduate  of  Louisiana  Tech  University 
and  Vanderbilt  Divinity  School,  brings 
his  ministry  to  this  effort.  The  chaplain 
serves  also  as  a  public  relations  person  to 
the  churches  of  the  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference. 

The  program  is  planned  basically  for 
the  child  who  can  benefit  from  public 
school  education.  Most  of  those  now 
being  accepted  are  in  the  lower  teenage 
years.  Trained  social  workers  handle  the 
very  important  details  of  placement  and 
follow-up  of  children, 

The  Fall  Board  Meeting  will  be  held  on 
October  8  at  10:00  A.M.  and  will  be 
followed  by  lunch.  At  1:30  P.M.  the 
ceremonies  of  dedication  for  the  activity 
building,  now  completely  paid  for,  will  be 
conducted. 


Ingleside  hosts 
mission  worship 


[No.  5  in  the  series  on 
Louisiana  Methodist  Institutions ] 

The  dedication  of  the  new  activity 
building  at  the  Louisiana  Methodist 
Children's  Home  will  be  the  climax  of  a 
long-range  expansion  program  un¬ 
dertaken  eight  years  ago  when  the  first 
new  family  style  cottage  was  built. 
Replacing  very  old  and  inadequate 
houses,  the  new  cottages,  and  other  new 
buildings,  offer  the  residents  healthful, 
pleasant  and  functional  facilities.  Now, 
with  the  new  gymnasium-swimming 
pool  -  craft  -  classroom  -  and  lounge  com¬ 
plex,  the  Children’s  Home  has  the 
physical  facilities  to  match  the  ex¬ 
cellence  of  its  program  of  child  care. 

“If  the  soul  of  a  child  —  or  a  man,  or  a 
woman  —  is  to  flourish,  it  must  be  fed  on 
love  and  loving  care,  on  the  personal 
concern  of  those  roundabout,  and  on  faith 
that  is  instilled  both  by  teaching  and  by 
example.”  These  words  describe  the 
work  of  the  staff,  houseparents,  chaplain, 
recreational  director,  and  other  per¬ 
sonnel  of  the  Home.  This  attitude  also 
belongs  to  the  Methodists  of  Louisiana, 
for  through  the  years  the  entire  support 
of  the  institution  has  come  from  the 
churches  and  individuals  —  not  a  penny 
from  state  or  federal  sources.  Twice  a 
year,  for  many,  many  years,  the  people 
have  responded  with  their  offerings  —  on 
Easter  Sunday  and  Harvest  Day,  the 
third  Sunday  of  October  —  and  in- 


Chaplain  Douglas  T.  Williams,  Jr.  — 
happy  addition  to  the  staff  —  has  variety 
of  jobs  at  the  Home. 
between  times  gifts  honoring  and 
memorializing  families  and  individuals 
have  kept  the  Home  up  to  its  high  stan¬ 
dard  of  service. 

The  present  director  is  Mr.  Terrel 
DeVille,  a  layman  whose  membership  is 
in  the  Trinity  church,  Ruston.  He  suc¬ 
ceeded  Rev.  Harry  Ezell  upon  his  death 
several  months  ago.  Louisiana 
Methodists  remember  with  fondness 
Rev.  Ezell  and  earlier  superintendents, 
Dr.  C.  B.  White  and  Dr.  R.  W.  Vaughn. 


Leaders  in  an  Evangelism  Workshop  of  the  Baton  Rouge  District,  Included  [from 
left]:  the  Rev.  William  Blakely  of  Blackwater.  Host  Pastor;  the  Rev.  Danny  Morris, 
staff  member  of  the  General  Board  of  Discipleship,  resource  person;  and  the  Rev. 
Robert  B.  Crichlow,  Baton  Rouge  District  Superintendent. 


A  service  of  consecration  was  held  on 
September  8  at  Trinity  Church.  Ruston, 
marking  the  final  steps  in  a  long  range 
building  program  that  saw  the  re¬ 
location  of  the  church  from  its  old 
downtown  site  to  a  commanding  new 
position  on  Interstate  20  at  the  in¬ 
tersection  of  Tech  Drive. 

Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield,  Dr.  Merlin 
W.  Merrill,  pastor,  and  the  Rev.  Edward 
R.  Thomas,  district  superintendent, 
conducted  the  ceremonies.  Dr  Douglas 
L.  McGuire,  pastor  at  the  beginning  of 
the  project  and  during  several  years  of 
planning  and  fund  raising,  preached  the 
sermon  at  the  evening  worship  hour.  Two 
former  pastors.  Dr  Jolly  B  Harper  and 
Dr.  H.  L.  Johns,  were  present 

Built  at  a  cost  of  over  a  million  and  a 
half  dollars,  the  church  offers  complete 
facilities  for  children,  youth,  and  adult 
activity,  and  a  sanctuary  that  seats  700 
The  Holtkamp  organ,  built  at  a  cost  of 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  was  given 
as  a  memorial.  The  tower  bells,  also  a 
memorial,  are  three  in  number,  were 
cast  in  Holland  by  Petit  and  Fritsen,  Inc., 
and  were  assembled  and  installed  by  I.  T. 
Verdin  and  Company  of  Cincinnati. 

Stained  glass  windows  on  the  north  and 
south  side  of  the  sanctuary  rise  some 
fifteen  feet.  Also  memorials,  they  depict 
the  main  events  of  the  New  Testament  on 


Pictured  at  Trinity  consecration  are,  from  left,  Dr.  H.  L.  Johns,  former  pastor; 
Malcom  E.  Finnell.  associate  pastor;  Rev.  Edward  R.  Thomas;  Dr.  Merlin  W. 
Merrill,  pastor;  Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield;  Dr.  Jolly  B.  Harper,  former  pastor. 


the  south  side  with  the  main  events  of  the 
Old  Testament  on  the  north  side. 

Historic  Trinity  has  been  a  leader  in 
Louisiana  Methodism  for  many  years, 
making  great  financial,  spiritual,  and 
leadership  contributions  throughout  the 
conference,  jurisdiction,  and  general 
church.  A  remarkable  growth  has  been 
witnessed  in  membership  during  the  last 


five  years. 

The  sanctuary  building  committee  was 
composed  of  G  W  James,  Clarence  E 
Faulk.  Robert  Mack  Carruthers,  Charles 
S.  Colvin,  Justin  E.  Garrison,  Martin  T. 
Green,  Mrs.  Joe  Hinton,  James  H.  Kit¬ 
chens,  Jr.,  J.  C.  Love,  Jr.,  John  E. 
Maxwell.  Bill  Rogers,  Mrs.  Hale  Shadow, 
and  Richard  M.  Steere. 


The  congregation.  Trinity  Church,  during  consecration.  Note 
stained  glass  window. 


The  Holtkamp  organ,  built  at  a  co*t  of  $ 100,000 ,  wa*  given  as 
a  memorial. 


[From  left]  Robert  Moncrief,  Morgan 
Shaffer,  Oran  Johnson.  Ben  Edmiston, 
local  church  officials  who  participated  in 
dedication  of  Oak  Grove  Church. 

Local  church  officials,  Robert  Mon¬ 
crief.  Morgan  Shaffer,  Oran  Johnson, 
and  Ben  Edmiston,  also  participated  in 
the  event  that  celebrated  several  years  of 
sacrificial  giving  and  personal  work  by 
the  small  congregation  in  Bienville 
parish. 


Steven  Spurlock 

The  Oak  Grove  church  on  the  Gibsland- 
Oak  Grove  charge  was  dedicated  by 
Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield  on  Sep¬ 
tember  8  in  ceremonies  participated  in 
by  the  pastor,  Rev.  Steven  M  Spurlock, 
and  the  district  superintendent,  Rev. 
Edward  R.  Thomas. 
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Part  of  the  overflow  crowd  who  attended  the  UMW 
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Bishop’s  Message 

There  are  signs  of  health  all  over  .the  conference.  The  enrollment  at  Cen¬ 
tenary  has  increased  ten  per  cent  this  year;  the  enrollment  at  Dillard  is  certain 
to  beat  capacity  also,  and  the  new  president,  Dr.  Samuel  DuBois  Cook,  arrives 
soon. 

The  state  United  Methodist  Women’s  convocation  at  Natchitoches  was  an 
enormous  success  with  a  packed  sanctuary  (auditorium)  for  all  sessions  and  an 
excellent  program. 

The  evangelism  rally  in  the  Lake  Charles  District  recorded  standing  room 
only,  and  many  were  turned  away  for  lack  of  seating.  The  evangelistic  effort  in 
the  Monroe  District  —  unique  in  that  the  city  auditorium  is  being  used  —  is  said 
to  be  involving  hundreds  upon  hundreds  of  United  Methodists.  In  the  Hammond 
District  new  sites  for  church  property  are  being  purchased,  and  a  survey  is  soon 
to  be  under  way  in  eastern  New  Orleans  for  a  new  church. 

Groups  of  young  people  are  chartering  buses  and  planning  private  trans¬ 
portation  to  attend  the  youth  rally  in  Alexandria.  The  Conference  on  the  Holy 
Spirit  at  Pineville  promises  to  be  very  meaningful  and  successful. 

The  Conference  Council  staff  at  Shreveport  is  being  strengthened  with  the 
addition  of  a  fine  new  professional  staff  member,  the  announcement  to  be  made 
elsewhere,  in  the  immediate  future. 

It  is  now  believed  that  United  Methodists,  who  are  growing  again,  will  make 
an  extra  special  effort  in  their  giving  to  “pay  out  in  full”  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

On  every  hand  there  is  the  sign  of  growth,  health,  interest,  enthusiasm.  It  is  a 
joy  to  serve  the  Lord  through  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference. 


Faithfully 


Black  Worship  Experience”  highlights  October  calendar 

Meeting  scheduled  at  Dillard— October  18-19 


A  Consultation  on  the  “Black  Worship 
Experience”  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church  is  to  be  held  at  Dillard  Univer¬ 
sity,  New  Orleans,  October  18-19,  1974.  A 
dynamic  program,  featuring  national 
leaders,  will  explore  and  define  the  Black 
Worship  Experience  and  highlight  its 
many  contributions  to  the  total  worship 
picture  of  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

Dr.  L.  L.  Haynes,  Jr.,  pastor  of  Wesley 
Church,  Baton  Rouge,  and  a  member  of 
the  General  Board  of  Discipleship,  is 
coordinator  for  the  Section  of  Theology 
and  Black  Worship  and  is  director  of  the 
consultation.  He  indicates  that  the 
meeting  will  seek  to  implement  the 
development  of  a  major  thrust  by  the 
general  Board  of  Discipleship’s  section 
on  Worship  and  Theology,  in  order  to 
increase  the  study  (of  Black  Worship)  in 
the  United  Methodist  church. 

Planning  is  aimed,  also,  at  producing 
worship  and  instructional  materials 
which  local  church  groups  may  shape  in 
communicating  the  Christian  Gospel. 

The  Section  of  Theology  and  Worship, 
Board  of  Discipleship,  sensing  the 
religious  demands  of  the  Gospel  in  terms 
of  religious  needs,  and  acting  under  the 
mandate  of  the  General  Conference  has,  - 
along  with  other  United  Methodist 
agencies  supported  the  importance  of 
Studying  and  understanding  the  religious 
worship  experience  of  Black  people  and 
other  ethnic  groups.  A  small  task  group, 
was  appointed  in  1973  by  the  Section  onl 
Worship  and  Theology  to  determine  what 
Black  United  Methodist  Church  leaders 
think  and  feel  about  their  own  spiritual 
and  religious  resources. 

These  leaders  have  endeavored  to 
evaluate  the  series  of  religious  ex¬ 
periences  growing  out  of  the  periods  of 
slavery  and  Reconstruction  and  the  more 
recent  period  of  technological  change, 
industrialization  and  urbanization. 
Unique  religious  experiences  have  been 
noted,  including  Black  spirituals,  blues, 


First  lOOO  club  assistance 
for  new  year  given 

Pictured  are  John  Trotter,  treasurer  of 
the  1000  Club,  handing  a  check  for  $10,000 
to  O.  W.  Marrs,  disrrict  lay  leader  of  the 
Baton  Rouge  District,  as  Herbert  Mof¬ 
fett,  1000  Club  Director,  looks  on.  The 
Asbury  church  on  the  Norwood  charge  in 
the  Baton  Rouge  District  is  the  recipient 
of  the  call,  which  represents  the  third  call 
from  the  1973-74  year.  The  Rev.  James 
Smith  is  the  pastor.  The  second  picture 
shows  O.  W.  Marrs  handing  the  check  to 
the  Rev.  Robert  B.  Crichlow  at  a  recent 
meeting  in  Baton  Rouge.  Delivery  to  the 
church  was  made  in  a  special  ceremony 
on  Saturday,  September  21.  A  new 
building  was  constructed  early  this  year 
at  Norwood. 


Dr.  L.  L.  Haynes 


gospel  music.  Black  theology  and  many 
other  variations  of  types  and  styles  of 
religious  expressions. 

Successful  meeting  of  UMW  at  Natchitoches  papers  from  Black  and  White  scholars  on 

various  themes  from  Black  Worship 
Experience,  seeking  to  achieve  a  balance 
of  intellectual  insights.  Every  attempt 
will  be  made  to  provide  a  geographical 
distribution  of  scholars  representing 
general  Jurisdictions.  College  students 
and  faculty  personnel  will  be  involved  in 
model  worship  experiences.  Findings 
from  the  Consultation  will  be  used  to 
further  develop  the  directions  which  the 
task  force  will  take  in  its  future  in¬ 
vestigations. 

The  Consultation  will  provide  a  forum 
in  which  participants  will  look  at  the 
relevance  of  Black  Institutions  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church  for  the 
fulfillment  of  the  Black  religious  needs 
and  will  examine  these  religious  values 
in  terms  of  their  universal  human  im¬ 
plications. 

Registration  for  the  Consultation  will 
begin  at  8  A.M.,  continuing  until  5  P.M. 


New  Orleans  Dist.  UMW  to  meet  October  13 

United  Methodist  Women  from  tendent,  Dr.  Clyde  S.  Clark,  presented 
throughout  the  Louisiana  Conference  the  communion  meditation,  "Our  God 
gathered  for  their  second  annual  meeting  Does  Exciting  Things." 

(since  merger )  on  September  20  and  21  at  Mrs.  Inez  Chrisentery  conducted  a 
First  Church,  Natchitoches.  The  meeting  service  to  commission  newly  elected 


was  enthusiastically  attended. 

An  address  by  the  Rev.  Randolph 
Nugent  of  the  general  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  was  a  feature  of  the  program. 

Mrs.  Glen  Laskey  led  a  service 
honoring  retiring  leaders.  Holy  Com¬ 
munion  was  served  by  the  Rev.  Henry 
Blount,  Jr.,  assisted  by  the  Rev.  James 
Jones.  Alexandria  District  Superin- 

Among  leaders  at 
annual  UMW  meet¬ 
ing  in  Nitchitoches 
were  [I  to  r]  —  Mrs. 

Luther  Rone,  Alex¬ 
andria  District 
President ;  Mrs. 

Robert  Compton, 

Conference  Presi¬ 
dent  UMW;  Mrs. 

Henry  Blount,  Con¬ 
ference  Chairper¬ 
son  on  Transporta¬ 
tion;  the  Rev.  Hen¬ 
ry  Blount,  Jr.,  host 
Pastor,  First 
Church,  Natchi¬ 
toches;  and  Mrs. 

Nancy  Tebow, 

3  $7 


officers. 

Officers  for  the  ensuing  year  are :  Mrs. 
Robert  Compton,  continuing  as 
President;  vice-president  Mrs.  Nathaniel 
Perry,  Newman  Church,  Alexandria' 
secretary,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  N.  Thomas, 
Camphor  Church,  Baton  Rouge; 
treasurer,  Mrs.  Robert  H.  Brupbacher, 
Jr.,  First  Church,  Baton  Rouge. 


UMW  District 
meetings 
announced 

United  Methodist  Women  are  holding 
District  meetings  during  the  month  of 
October.  Listed  here  are  the  dates  and 
places.  (In  the  cases  where  exact 
locations  are  not  given  it  is  because  that 
information  was  not  received  by  this 
newspaper.) 

October  5  —  Monroe  District 
October  6  —  Ruston  District 
October  12  —  Baton  Rouge  District, 
Broadmoor,  Baton  Rouge 
October  12  —  Lake  Charles  District, 
First  Church,  DeRidder 
October  13  —  Alexandria  District, 
Horseshoe  Drive,  Alexandria 
October  13  —  Hammond  District,  First 
Church,  Slidell 

October  13  —  Lafayette  District,  First 
Church,  Lafayette 

October  13  —  New  Orleans  District,  Mt. 
Zion,  New  Orleans 

October  13  —  Shreveport  District  - 
Lakeview  Church 


Dr.  Charles  B.  Copher 


Father  of  District 
Superintendent  dies 
in  Florida 

Dr.  Clyde  C.  Frazier,  Sr.,  father  of  the 
Superintendent  of  the  Monroe  District, 
passed  away  in  Ft.  Lauderdale,  Fla.,  on 
September  20.  Funeral  services  were 
held  in  that  city  on  September  23.  Doctor 
Frazier  was  a  distinguished  retired 
member  of  the  Florida  Conference. 

Mrs.  Pete  Spitzkeit 
recovering  after 
major  surgery 

Mrs.  Pete  Spitzkeit  is  recovering  from 
major  surgery  in  Parma,  Ohio.  The 
Spitzkeits  came  from  Korea  for  this 
operation,  from  which  she  is  recovering 
satisfactorily  and  is  resting  comfortably. 

She  may  receive  mail  in  care  of  Ms. 
Beth  Spitzkeit,  5815  Warwick.  Parma 
Ohio  44129. 


Dr.  Aldrich  Adkins 


Dr.  Evans  Crawford 

on  the  opening  day,  Friday,  October  18  in 
Lawless  Chapel  on  the  Dillard  campus. 

The  Rev.  Alfred  Norris,  New  Orleans 
District  Superintendent,  will  be  in  charge 
of  the  initial  worship,  and  Dr.  L.  L. 
Haynes,  Jr.,  will  lead  the  orientation. 

Special  guests  who  will  bring  greetings 
to  the  group  at  the  opening  session  will  be 
Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield;  State 
Representative  Dorothy  Taylor;  and  Dr. 
David  E.  Randolph,  Board  of 
Discipleship,  Section  on  Theology  and 
Worship,  Nashville,  Tenn. 

An  impressive  and  distinguished  group 
of  speakers  will  address  the  Consultation 
throughout  the  two-day  event.  Appearing 
at  9:30  A.M.,  October  18  is  Dr.  Charles  B. 
Copher,  Vice-President  for  Academic 
Affairs,  Interdenominational  Theological 
Center,  Atlanta,  Ga.  He  will  be  followed 
■by  Dr.  Grant  Shockley,  Professor  of 
Church  Education,  School  of  Theology, 
Emory  University,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  whose 
topic  is  “Origins,  Functions  and  Forms 
of  Christian  Worship  in  Various  United 
Methodist  Churches.” 

On  Friday  afternoon  Dr.  Maceo 
Pembroke,  Sr.,  Pastor  of  St.  Mark  United 
Methodist  church,  Chicago,  Ill.,  will 
address  the  gathering  on  “The 
Sacraments  in  the  Black  Worship 
Experience.” 

The  evening  program  on  October  18 
also  features  speakers  of  note.  Dr. 
Aldrich  Adkins,  Chairman  Division  of 
Music,  Southern  University,  Baton 
Rouge,  and  Dr.  Fred  Hall,  Professor- 
Emeritus,  Dillard  University,  will 
present  “Black  Music  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church.”  Following  this 
presentation,  Dr.  Margaret  Walker, 
Director  of  the  Institute  for  Study  of 
History  Life  and  Culture  of  Black  People, 
Jackson  State  College,  Jackson,  Miss.,’ 
will  discuss  “The  Role  of  Women  in  The 
Worship  Experience  in  The  United 
Methodist  Church.” 

On  Saturday,  October  19,  the  program 
will  continue  with  a  bright  array  of 
qualified  leaders.  Dr.  Evans  Crawford, 
Dean  of  the  Chapel,  Howard  University, 
Washington,  D.  C.,  will  present  a  Wor¬ 
ship-Address  at  9  A. M.  in  which  he  will 
comment  on  “Radicalizing  The  Black 
Worship  Experience  in  The  United 
Methodist  Church."  Appearing  with  Dr. 
Crawford  will  be  Dr.  Major  E.  Jones, 


Dr.  Maceo  Pembroke,  Sr. 


Dr.  Grant  Shockley 

President-Dean,  Gammon  Theological 
Seminary,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  discussing 
“Baptism  in  the  Black  Worship 
Experience;”  and  Dr.  Robert  E.  Hayes, 
President  of  Wiley  College,  Marshall, 
Texas,  whose  subject  os  “The  Influence 
of  Black  Institutions  on  the  Black  Wor¬ 
ship  Experience.”  Reactors  in  this 
section  are:  Dr.  Benjamin  Oliphint, 
Pastor  of  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Dallas,  Texas;  Ms.  Thelma  Harris, 
member  of  Wesley  United  Methodist 
Church,  Baton  Rouge;  Dr.  Joseph  B. 
Bethea,  Director  of  Black  Studies.  Duke 
Divinity  School,  Duke  University;  Dr. 
Grady  Hardin,  Professor  of  Worship, 
Perkins  School  of  Theology,  SMU. 

The  morning  activities  will  be  sum¬ 
marized  by  Dr.  Daniel  Thompson,  Acting 
Vice-President  for  Academic  Affairs, 
Dillard  University. 

A  luncheon  will  be  held  at  12:30  P.M., 
and  the  featured  speaker  on  this  occasion 
will  be  Dr.  Melvin  Talbert,  Executive 
Secretary,  Board  of  Discipleship,  Nash¬ 
ville,  Tenn.  Doctor  Talbert  is  no  stranger 
to  the  state,  having  been  born  uml  eared 
in  Clinton,  La. 

-  In  addition  to  the  persons  already 
mentioned,  the  Consultation  will  have  a 
number  of  other  outstanding  par¬ 
ticipants.  Among  them  are:  Dr.  Isaac 
Bivens,  Assistant  General  Secretary  for 
African  Affairs,  Board  of  National 
Missions,  New  York,  who  will  discuss 
“Mission  in  The  Black  United  Methodist 
Communities;"  the  Rev.  Ralph  Cain. 
Area  Provost,  New  Orleans;  the  Rev. 
Abraham  E.  Davis,  pastor  of  First  Street 
Church,  New  Orleans;  Dr.  W.  T.  Handy, 
Sr.,  retired  United  Methodist  Minister, 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference;  Dr.  W.  T. 
Handy,  Jr.,  Vice-President,  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House,  Nashville, 
Tenn;  Dr.  Robert  F.  Harrington, 
Secretary,  Louisiana  Interchurch 
Conference,  New  Orleans;  Dr.  L.  L. 
Haynes,  Sr.,  Retired  Minister,  Central 
Texas  Conference,  Fort  Worth. 

Kerr  Memorial 
scholarship  fund 

A  memorial  scholarship  fund  is  being 
established  in  honor  of  Mrs.  Arthur  Kerr, 
Bishop  Walton's  secretary  for  twelve 
years.  Mrs.  Kerr  died  on  September  9 
after  a  brief  illness.  Services  were  held  at 
the  Kenner  Church  on  September  15,  with 
Bishop  Aubrey  Walton  and  the  Rev. 
George  Duerson  officiating. 

Anyone  interested  in  contributing  to 
the  Bessie  Kerr  Memorial  Scholarship 
Fund  may  do  so  through  the  Kenner 
Church  or  through  Centenary  College. 
The  money  will  be  used  to  aid  students  in 
the  Centenary  School  for  Church 
Careers. 

Annual  conference 
slated  to  begin 
May  27,  1975 

The  1975  sessions  of  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference  will  convene  in 
Shreveport  on  Tuesday,  May  27,  1975. 
The  Conference  is  planned  to  continue 
through  Friday  noon,  May  30.  Centenary 
College  and  First  Church,  Shreveport, 
will  host  the  Conference. 


Dr.  Melvin  Talbert 

Also,  the  Rev.  Freddie  Henderson, 
Wesley  Foundation,  Southern  Univer¬ 
sity;  Bishop  Willis  J.  King,  Retired 
Bishop,  Louisiana  Conference.  New 
Orleans;  the  Rev.  W.  R.  London,  Jr., 
Peoples  Community  Center,  New 
Orleans,  the  Rev.  William  J.  Miller, 
Pastor  of  Hughes  Church,  Baton  Rouge; 
Dr.  G.  Leon  Netterville,  President- 
Emeritus,  Southern  University;  the  Rev. 
Nathaniel  Perry,  Pastor  of  Newman 
Church,  Alexandria;  Dr.  Samuel  Walker, 
Pastor  of  Mt.  Zion  Church,  New  Orleans; 
Dr.  Myron  Wicke,  Acting  President, 
Dillard  University;  and  Dr.  Frank 
Williams,  Pastor  of  Asbury  Church, 
Washington,  D.  C. 

Advance  registration  for  the  Con¬ 
sultation  may  be  sent  to  Mrs.  A.  P. 
Gaines,  Registrar,  P.  O.  Box  1841,  Baton 
Rouge,  La.  70821.  The  fee  is  $10.00,  and 
should  be  included  with  registration. 
Please  include,  also,  your  name,  address 
and  affiliation  with  church,  organization 
or  Board.  Each  participant  will  pay 
individually  for  his  meals  and  secure  his 
own  lodging. 


Dr.  Margaret  Walker 


Appeal  for 
Honduranian  relief 

The  Rev.  John  Bayliss,  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Conference  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  the  Rev. 
Garland  Dean,  and  Hurbert 
Blanchard,  Chairman  of  the 
Conference  Disaster  Committee 
are  joining  Bishop  Crutchfield  in 
an  appeal  for  Honduranian  Relief. 

The  UMCOR  already  is  on  the 
field  with  medical  supplies  and 
other  forms  of  help.  The  most  dis¬ 
tressing  time  lies  ahead  when  the 
emotional  stories  disappear  from 
the  media,  but  people  continue  to 
suffer.  It  is  at  this  point  that 
UMCOR  is  most  effective  in  pro¬ 
viding  additional  relief. 

Take  your  offering.  Send  a  check 
to  Dr.  R.  Leonard  Cooke,  Con¬ 
ference  Treasurer,  P.  O.  Box  4303, 
Shreveport  (71104),  marking  it 
“Honduranian  Relief.”  If  it  is 
marked  “Central  American 
Relief”  it  will  also  go  to  the  same 
cause. 
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■Editorials 

World  hunger  proposal  affirmed 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


OCTOBER  4.  1974 


The  Hunger  Task  Force  of  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  (UM- 
COR)  has  announced  plans  to  urge  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  to  recom¬ 
mend  that  General  Conference  in  1976 
adopt  “world  hunger’’  as  the  church’s 
quadrennial  emphasis  (see  TM/  UMR, 
Sept.  27). 

We  support  the  views  of  the  task  force 
and  hope  its  suggestion  will  be  given 
serious  consideration  at  the  Board’s 
annual  meeting  October  18-27. 

It  is  rare  that  an  issue  of  such  scope 
and  importance  can  be  recognized  far 
enough  in  advance  for  a  plodding 
creature  like  the  church  to  reflect  upon  it 
adequately  and  develop  programs  to  deal 
with  it  meaningfully.  Most  times  we  see 
the  need  to  swim  only  after  the  water 
reaches  our  necks.  At  that  point,  action 
tends  to  become  panic  as  we  try  to  catch 
up. 

In  the  case  of  world  hunger,  few 
authorities  disagree  with  the  widespread 
belief  that  the  next  decade  will  indeed  be 
a  hungry  time.  Hunger,  now  rampant  in 
the  Third  World,  will  spread  from  there 
to  our  own  backyards,  they  tell  us. 

This  message  came  to  us  most  recently 
from  the  United  Nations’  World 
Population  Conference  in  Bucharest, 


Rumania  (TM/  UMR.  Sept.  20).  Here  the 
developing  nations  of  the  world  put  the 
industrial  nations  on  notice  and 
demanded  their  share  of  the  world’s 
wealth.  In  a  time  when  their  plentiful  raw 
materials  have  more  influence  than  the 
shrinking  American  dollar,  such 
demands  cannot  be  taken  lightly. 

Economists  predict  that  not  only  will 
food  shortages  become  more  severe 
during  the  next  ten  years,  but  “un¬ 
touchable”  countries  such  as  the  United 
States  will  feel  the  crunch  of  hunger  as 
never  before.  What  lies  beyond  those  ten 
years,  we  are  told,  depends  on  what  we 
do  to  learn  the  hard  lessons  taught  by  our 
years  of  wasteful  plenty. 

Such  frightening  reality  may  carry  the 
ring  of  the  “prophets  of  doom.”  Indeed, 
there  are  those  who  look  at  the  problem 
as  hopeless.  Yet,  if  we  read  between  the 
lines  we  can,  as  individual  Christians, 
take  conservation  steps  which  will  ease 
the  hurt  with  which  we  and  the  rest  of  the 
world’s  people  are  confronted. 

As  a  church,  the  acceptance  of  a 
quadrennial  emphasis  on  world  hunger 
can  go  a  long  way  toward  getting  both 
ourselves  and  others  started  in  the  right 
direction. 


Report  disputing  faith-healing  disputed 


New  model  for  church  meetings? 


United  Methodism’s  Joint  Committee 
on  Communications  (JCC)  and  the 
United  Methodist  Association  of  Com¬ 
municators  (UMAC)  conducted  an  in¬ 
teresting  electronic  experiment  last 
week  —  tying  together  separate  groups  of 
communicators  in  New  York,  Nashville, 
Dallas  and  Park  Ridge,  Ill.  via  speaker¬ 
phone  ( see  story  elsewhere  in  this  issue). 

The  idea  was  to  determine  whether 
such  hookups  might  provide  an  alter¬ 
native  to  expensive  national  meetings  in 
a  single  location. 

There  were  also  a  number  of  side 
benefits  to  the  experiment,  most  notably 
the  involvement  of  many  persons  who 
could  not  afford  to  attend  the  central 
meeting  in  New  York. 

As  a  means  of  allowing  members  of  an 
unofficial  professional  organization  to 
share  the  results  of  free-flowing  regional 

Welcome  new  local  editions 

During  the  past  two  weeks,  two  local 
congregations  have  initiated  local  church 
editions  of  TM/UMR,  whereby  their 
news  is  combined  with  annual  conference 
and  general  church  news,  and  mailed  to 
every  church  family  every  week. 

The  new  every-family  congregations 
and  their  number  of  subscriptions  are: 
First  UMC,  Pacific,  Grove,  California, 
425;  and  Kirkwood  UMC,  St.  Louis, 
Missouri.  Altogether  149  TM/UMR  local 
church  editions  are  now  published  each 
week. 

To  this  new  group  of  readers  we  say 
“Welcome.  We  hope  you  will  find 
TM/UMR  informative,  and  that  you  will 
join  with  our  other  readers  in  providing 
feedback  via  “Letters  to  the  Editor’.”  To 
our  continuing  readers  across  the  coun¬ 
try,  we  say  again:  “Thank  you  for  your 
part  in  making  TM/UMR  what  it  is.  ” 


discussions  with  each  other,  the 
“hookup"  did  the  job.  Likewise,  the 
transmission  of  substantial  addresses 
was  relatively  effective. 

As  a  means  of  conducting  the  business 
of  an  official  group  charged  with 
discussing  issues  and  making  policies 
which  affect  the  whole  church,  however, 
this  type  of  “hookup”  is  scarcely 
adequate. 

However  desirable  it  might  be  to 
decrease  the  amount  of  money  spent 
transporting  people  to  and  from 
meetings,  the  remote  hookup  provided 
clear  new  evidence  to  support  an  old 
truth:  electronic  technology,  no  matter 
how  sophisticated,  cannot  adequately 
replace  the  physical  gathering  together 
of  live  human  beings.  The  long-term 
costs  of  trying  to  conduct  the  whole 
church’s  business  by  remote  hookup 
would  far  outweigh  the  short-term 
savings  in  transportation  costs. 


“He  speaks  in  forked  tongues.” 


To  the  Editor: 

I  would  like  to  comment  on  your  Sept. 
13  article  “Noted  surgeon  disclaims  Miss 
Kuhlman’s  healing.”  (TM/  UMR,  Sept. 
13) 

I  live  in  the  Pittsburgh  area  and  have 
attended  three  of  Miss  Kuhlman’s  ser¬ 
vices.  What  impressed  me  about  the 
services  were: 

( 1 )  The  miracle  of  healing  one’s  soul  by 
accepting  Jesus  as  Lord  and  Savior  was 
considered  far  greater  than  the  healing 
of  the  body. 

(2)  How  carefully  t he  ushers  tried  to 
prevent  people  who  “think”  they  have 
been  healed  from  getting  on  the  stage.  If 
you  had  only  a  partial  healing,  you  didn’t 
get  by. 

(3)  Two  children  I  saw  healed.  One, 
about  4  years  old,  had  bent  ankles  and 
had  never  walked  normally  until  healed. 
Couldn’t  fake  that  joy,  running  back  and 
forth  on  the  stage  on  her  new  ankles. 
Another  child  about  3  years  old  with  a 
brain  problem  walked  for  the  first  time. 
That  mother’s  joy  was  tremendous.  She 
didn’t  get  on  stage  because  it  was  only  a 
partial  healing. 

I  don’t  doubt  Dr.  Nolen’s  findings,  and  I 
don’t  doubt  the  power  of  Satan  to  try  and 
discredit  the  Lord’s  work.  I  hope  Dr. 
Nolen  goes  again. 

Dave  Scott 

Midway,  Pennsylvania 

Spiritual  healing  more 

important  than  physical 

To  the  Editor: 

Was  it  a  fair  thing  to  print  that  article 
about  Kathryn  Kuhlman  (TM/  UMR, 
Sept.  13)  without  knowing  all  the  facts? 
Dr.  Nolen  should  have,  in  all  fairness, 
interviewed  those  who  had  been  healed, 
not  only  physically,  but  spiritually.  He 
made  Miss  Kuhlman  out  to  be  a  fraud. 

Miss  Kuhlman  deplores  being  called  a 
faith-healer.  She  says  over  and  over  that 
she  is  not  a  faith-healer,  but  it  is  God  who 
makes  these  miracles  happen. 

In  all  fairness,  you  should  read  her 
book  “I  Believe  in  Miracles.”  She  says, 
“If  you  believe  that  I,  as  an  individual 
have  any  powers  to  heal,  you  are  dead 
wrong.  I  can  lead  you  to  the  Great 
Physician,  the  rest  is  left  with  you  and 
God.” 

I  am  sure  that  Dr.  Nolan  does  not  have 
a  100%  cure  of  his  patients  and  he  would 
not  want  to  be  judged  by  the  failures. 
Why  the  people  he  interviewed  were  not 
healed  is  not  known,  but  there  must  have 
been  some  good  reason. 

On  her  TV  programs  she  has  some  of 
those  who  have  been  miraculously 
healed,  but  they  stress  the  spiritual 
change  that  has  taken  place  as  being 
more  important  than  the  actual  physical 
healing.  One  womans  said  she  would 
willingly  go  back  to  the  pain  for  she 
received  so  much  more  spiritually. 

People  come  with  their  braces  in  their 
hands,  some  come  with  their  physicians 
and  all  these  cases  are  documented.  She 
asks  them  to  go  back  and  check  with 


On  the  TM/UMR  Beat 


Spurgeon  Dunnam 


Do  you  regularly  wear  some  visible 
symbol  of  the  Christian  faith? 

I  do.  But  the  decision  to  do  so  was  not 

made  quickly,  easily,  or  without 
misgivings. 

For  a  long  time,  I  avoided  the  inclusion 
of  any  item  of  apparel  which  would  an¬ 
nounce  to  those  I  inet,  “I’m  a  minister” 
or,  “I’m  a  Christian.”  My  feelings  was 
that  a  person  who  demonstrates  his  faith 
in  the  way  he  relates  to  others  shouldn’t 
need  to  announce  it  more  tangibly. 

A  year  or  so  ago,  I  noticed  two 


When  you  wear  the  faith,  is  it 
a  decoration  or  a  declaration? 
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phenomena  emerging  which  changed  my 
mind.  First,  it  became  stylishly  “in”  to 
wear  decorative  crosses,  signs  of  the 
fish,  and  other  Christian  symbols. 
Second,  many  Christians  of  fun¬ 
damentalist  bent  began  to  make  constant 
witness  via  word  and  dress  —  and 
sometimes  via  bumper  stickers  —  to 
their  understanding  of  the  faith.  I  was 
bothered  by  the  superficiality  of  wearing 
the  faith  as  a  decoration,  and  the 
theological  narrowness  of  the  fun¬ 
damentalist  witness.  But  I  was  struck  in 
both  cases  by  the  immediate  impact  that 
wearing  these  symbols  has  —  often 
providing  the  wearer  with  an  entre  to 
talk  about  his  faith  with  others. 

As  a  result,  I  began  asking  myself: 
“What  type  of  continuing  visible  witness 
to  the  faith  do  most  United  Methodist 
Christians  —  myself  included  —  bear 
when  we’re  outside  the  walls  of  the 
church?”  I  reluctantly  concluded: 
“Almost  none.” 

I  decided  that  Christians  of  moderate 
theological  persuasions  should  not  allow 
this  type  of  symbolic  witness  to  be  borne 
only  by  those  for  whom  the  symbols  are 
just  decorations,  and  by  those  who 
witness  to  a  faith  narrower  than  that 
espoused  by  our  Lord.  So,  I  decided  both 
to  begin  wearing  some  type  of  Christian 
symbol  myself,  and  to  begin  commenting 
about  the  faith  when  I  met  someone  else 
wearing  one. 

Still  desiring  not  to  be  too  ostentatious, 

I  decided  immediately  against  wearing  a 
clerical  collar.  It’s  not  my  identity  as  an 
ordained  minister  but  my  identity  as  a 
Christian  that  I  wish  to  share.  The  type  of 
symbol  I  decided  to  wear  regularly  was  a 
tie  tack  with  various  Christian  symbols 
—  my  favorite  being  a  simple,  silver 
cross.  Additionally,  I  started  carrying  an 
aluminum  cross  with  my  pocket  change, 
change. 

I’ve  been  amazed  by  the  number  of 
opportunities  these  symbols  have 
provided  me  to  bear  witness  to  my  faith. 
Once,  on  an  airplane,  a  young  woman 
feeling  guilt  and  pain  from  a  just- 
completed  abortion  recognized  the  sign 
of  the  cross  and  began  pouring  out  her 
heart.  On  other  occasions,  persons 
recognizing  what  the  wearing  of  a  cross 
should  mean  have  asked  for  assistance. 
In  many  instances,  a  curious  person  has 
asked,  “why  do  you  wear  a  cross?”  thus 


prdviding  me  with  an  opportunity  to 
share  the  difference  ’  that  seeking  to 
follow  Jesus  Christ  has  made  in  my  life. 

The  decision  to  begin  commenting 
when  I  notice  others  wearing  symbols  of 
the  faith  has  also  produced  some  in¬ 
teresting  experiences.  At  first,  I  would 
ask  such  a  person  “what  does  that  cross 
you’re  wearing  mean  to  you?”  When  a 
person  would  indicate  that  his/  her 
symbol  was  only  decorative,  I’d  suggest, 
as  tactfully  as  possible,  that  to  wear  the 
faith  without  consideration  for  its 
meaning  and  its  responsibilities  ap¬ 
peared  to  me  to  represent  a  counterfeit 
witness.  Some  profoundly  meaningful 
conversations  ensued. 

More  recently  I’ve  started  asking:  “Is 
that  symbol  a  decoration  or  a 
declaration?”  A  woman  service  station 
attendant  to  whom  I  recently  posed  this 
question  responded  immediately:  “A 
declaration.”  Nothing  further  was  said. 


their  doctors  when  they  have  had  these 
healings. 

On  her  programs,  she  not  only  has 
those  who  have  been  healed,  but  many 
times  those  who  have  had  wonderful 
spiritual  experiences.  Sunday  she  had 
Hal  Linday  talking  about  his  new  book, 
"A  New  World  is  Coming.”  She  has  had 
many  interesting  people  who  have  such 
inspiring  things  happen  to  them. 

It  seems  a  shame  to  discredit  a  person 
in  this  way  without  knowing  the  other 
side.  Doctors  get  such  high  fees  these 
days  for  their  services  and  Dr.  Nolen 
must  have  gotten  a  sizeable  sum  for  his 
article  in  McCalls. 

Too  bad  TM/  UMR  had  to  go  along 
with  that  condemnation  of  a  person  who 
is  doing  so  much  good. 

Try  reading  her  book.  She  has  another 
called  “God  Can  Do  it  Again.”  Why  not 
publish  some  good  news  like  that  once  in 
a  while. 

Miss  Gladys  Hillard 
Wilmington,  Delaware 

Let  readers  know:  Kuhlman 

to  be  on  Carson  show 
To  the  Editor: 

How  I  wish  your  Religious  News  Ser¬ 
vice  (RNS)  releases  were  more  sup¬ 
portive  of  Scriptural  and  living  Chris¬ 
tianity!  They  so  frequently  diminish 
faith,  hope  and  love. 

The  unfortunate  17  column-inch  release 
about  Miss  Kuhlman’s  ministry  is  a  case 
in  point  (TM/  UMR,  Sept.  13).  Since 
when  does  the  church  need  RNS  running 
down  any  Christian  ministry  whether 
they  like  it  or  not.  And  TM/  UMR  may 
pay  RNS  to  propagate  their  spiritual 
negativity. 

As  a  native  Pittsburgher,  Miss 
Kuhlman’s  ministry  grew  up  for  25  years 
practically  beside  our  church  on  the 
North  Side. 

Now  that  you  have  criticized  a  Godly 
work  through  Dr.  Nolen,  would  you 
please  be  kind  enough  to  let  your  readers 
also  know  through  an  equal  size  headline 
that  Johnny  Carson  has  invited  Miss 
Kuhlman  to  be  his  guest  on  his  October  15 
show. 

It  was  on  the  Carson  show  that  she  was 
talked  about  rather  rudely.  Now  she  will 
be  able  to  speak  for  herself.  Eminently 
fair  of  the  TV  network! 

Robert  W.  Young 
Glendale,  California 

Those  who  were  not 
healed  lacked  faith 

To  the  Editor: 

Regarding  the  article  about  Kathryn 
Kuhlman’s  faith  healing  (TM/  UMR, 
Sept.  13),  people  who  go  forward  to  be 
healed  and  don’t  have  something  happen 
to  them,  didn’t  have  the  faith  to  begin 
with.  A  little  knowledge  and  an  over¬ 
abundance  of  zeal  always  tend  to  be 
harmful. 

There  is  always  the  danger,  in  a  large 
group,  of  people  having  the  illusion  of 
being  healed,  but  here’s  the  catch.  Does 
healing  mean  of  the  body  only,  or  of  the 
soul.  Faith  is  a  gift  of  God,  as  a  fruit  of 
the  Spirit.  If  your  faith  is  powerless,  it  is 
not  faith.  You  cannot  have  faith  without 
result. 

The  thing  we  sometimes  call  faith  is 
only  trust,  but  although  we  trust  in  the 
Lord,  it  is  faith  that  has  action  and 
power.  Most  people  live  on  trust  and  not 
faith. 

God  didn’t  say  our  road  to  salvation 
would  be  easy  and  uneventful  did  he? 
Jesus  Christ  is  the  one  who  is  doing  the 
healing  not  Katherine  Kuhlman.  So,  if 
persons  go  away  not  trusting  the  Loi*d  to 
give  them  enough  faith  to  heal  them,  then 
those  persons,  consequently,  are  not 
healed. 

Faith  healing,  to  me,  like  speaking  in 
tongues,  should  be  a  private  thing;  so  you 
see  I  don’t  really  approve  of  Kathryn 
Kuhlman,  but  I  certainly  can  see  her 
doing  some  good. 

I  would  like  to  know  the  long  range 
effects  of  people  who  have  been  healed  by 
faith.  I  would  like  to  see  a  counter-article 
by  Kathryn  Kuhlman  discussing  what 
she  feels  her  mission  is  and  how  ef¬ 
fective. 

The  Bible  says  we  can  all  be 
Kathryns  if  we  do  what  God  wants  us 
to.  Why  do  people  flock  to  her  if  there 
isn’t  something  there? 

Florence  Frost 
Pocatello,  Idaho 
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should  shift  emphases;  the  professions 
should  offer  equal  opportunity  for 
women.” 

Though  I  consider  myself  a  fulfilled 
woman,  I  still  can  appreciate  the  depths 
of  these  needs  and  deplore  seeing  them 
“put  down,"  especially  in  a  context  of 
complete  misinformation. 

Mary  Lindsey  May 
Winnsboro,  Texas 

Editorial  writer  has 
little  knowledge  of  UMW 

To  the  Editor: 

Concerning  United  Methodist  Women 
and  their  relationship  to  persons  of  single 
lifestyles  referred  to  in  your  editorial  of 
September  13,  I  wish  to  make  these 
comments. 

Apparently  the  author  of  this  editorial 
has  very  little  knowledge  of  the  concept 
of  United  Methodist  Women.  Granted, 
individual  churches  and  women  may  not 
have  caught  the  spirit  of  inclusiveness  of 
the  organization,  but  I  would  urge  anyone 
who  has  doubts  to  read  the  purpose  and 
study  the  guidelines. 

Regarding  the  demise  of  thd  Wesleyan 
Service  Guild,  and  also  the  Women’s 
Society  of  Christian  Service,  the  idea  was 
to  do  away  with  separating  ourselves  and 
to  work  together  for  the  betterment  of  all, 
as  followers  of  Christ. 

Any  kind  of  group  can  and  should  exist 
in  a  local  church  to  meet  the  needs  of  all 
women.  If  units  are  not  meeting  these 
standards,  they  should  evaluate  their 
structure. 

It  will  take  help  and  cooperation  of  all 
individuals  to  make  the  ideal  come  true 
and  if  persons  feel  local  units  are  not 
meeting  these  criteria,  they  should  ex¬ 
press  their  concerns  in  their  local 
churches. 

Ava  Swofford 
Columbia,  Missouri 

If  the  Gallos  really  want 

to  straighten  the  record.  .  . 

To  the  Editor: 

t  read  with  interest  the  recent  letter 
from  the  Gallo  brothers  (TM/  UMR, 
Sept.  13).  If  they  indeed  wish  to  “put  the 
record  straight,"  they  would  do  them¬ 
selves  and  their  employees  a  great  favor 
in  demonstrating  the  “wishes  of  .  .  . 
farm  workers"  by  holding  an  election.  By 
encouraging  participation  by  all 
workers,  including  seasonal  workers, 
and  by  allowing  impartial  verification  of 
the  results,  the  Gallos  could  convince  us 
all  of  their  honor  and  respect  for  the 
wishes  of  the  workers. 

Recent  decisions  by  the  California 
Supreme  Court  have  cast  doubt  on  the 
use  of  the  phrase  "jurisdictional  dispute” 
in  this  case. 

Since  I  practice  the  traditional  United 
Methodist  position  of  total  abstinence 
from  alcoholic  beverages,  I  could  not 
promise  to  buy  Gallo  wine.  However, 
were  an  election  held  meeting  the  above 
conditions,  I  would  gladly  lend  my  moral 
support  to  their  public  relations  effort 
and  encourage  those  of  my  friends  who 
buy  wine  to  choose  Gallo. 

Phyllis  Southard 
Overland  Park,  Kansas 

There's  more  than  one  side 

to  homosexual  question 

To  the  Editor: 

The  article  about  the  United  Methodist 
Council  on  Youth  Ministry’s  most  recent 
session  (TM/  UMR,  August  30)  was 
disturbing  to  me.  The  resolution  passed 
in  December,  and  the  statements  at  this 


While  I  was  there,  though,  she  noticed  Putdown  of  UMW  based  on  session  on  homosexuality  are  legitimate 
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that  one  of  my  tires  was  low  and  asked 
one  of  her  assistants  to  come  check  it  — 
even  though  a  number  of  other  cars  were 
waiting  to  have  liquid  gold  pumped  into 
their  tanks.  Just  before  leaving  I  said  to 
her,  “I  believe  you  take  that  declaration 
seriously.” 

Should  all  Christians  wear  some 
symbol  of  the  faith?  I’m  not  prepared  to 
make  that  claim.  The  ultimate  fate  of  the 
world  will  not  be  changed  by  wearing  or 
not  wearing  symbols.  I  believe  it  is  better 
not  to  wear  a  symbol  of  the  faith  than  to 
wear  one  only  as  a  decoration.  And  if  one 
feels  that  wearing  a  Christian  symbol 
appears  Pharisaical,  or  unnecessarily 
calls  attention  to  what  should  be  self- 
evident  in  one’s  actions,  then  one  should 
not  wear  it. 

On  the  other  hand,  I  am  convinced  that 
most  of  us  find  it  difficult  to  witness  the 
difference  that  the  Christian  faith  makes 
in  our  lives  when  we  are  not  surrounded 
by  other  Christians.  I’ve  found  that 
wearing  a  Christian  symbol  sometimes 
provides  me  with  an  opportunity  to  share 
my  faith  with  another.  And  it  serves  as  a 
constant  reminder  to  me  that  my  actions 
should  serve  to  exemplify  the  faith  that 
my  symbol  declares. 

Do  you  regularly  wear  some  symbol  of 
the  Christian  faith?  If  you  do,  is  it  a 
decoration  or  a  declaration  which  is 
borne  out  both  in  word  and  action? 

—SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 


complete  misinformation 

To  the  Editor: 

As  one  who  appreciates  TM/  UMR  and 
most  of  the  stands  it  takes,  I  feel  com¬ 
pelled  to  reply  to  "Singleness  is  a  valid 
lifestyle”  in  your  September  13  issue. 

This  editorial  says  several  things  to 
me:  (1)  the  writer  assumes  single 
women  were  members  of  the  Wesleyan 
Service  Guild  and  thus  lost  their 
“refuge”  when  it  went  out  of  existence. 
Actually,  a  large  percentage  of  the 
women  in  the  former  Women’s  Society  of 
Christian  Service  were  single  and  many 
Guilders  were  not.  The  scrambling  and 
homogenizing  the  writer  mentions  were 
already  in  existence  and  precipitated  the 
new  structure,  rather  than  resulting 
from  it. 

(2)  The  writer  knows  nothing  about 
United  Methodist  Women’s  efforts  in 
structure  and  in  programming  to  dignify 
each  lifestyle.  The  local  unit  which 
ignores  this  is  bypassing  a  significant 
thrust  in  the  Women’s  Division.  (Which 
thrust  brought  about  the  Consultation  to 
which  the  editorial  refers.) 

(3)  The  writer’s  criticisms  of  Women’s 
Division  and  United  Methodist  Women’s 
policies  appear  to  be  his  way  of  getting 
around  the  Consultation’s  declaring: 
“bishops  should  do  more  to  enhance  the 
status  of  women;  annual  conferences 
should  open  more  doors;  seminaries 


ODinion,  but  only  a  one-sided  opinion. 
There  is  the  more  traditional  opinion 
expressed  by  the  Apostle  Paul  in  the 
sixth  chapter  of  I  Corinthians. 

I  do  not  suggest  we  ostracize 
homosexuals,  but  neither  can  I  condone 
behavior  explicitly  forbidden  by  our 
Bible.  As  one  trained  in  psychology,  I  am 
aware  of  the  need  for  dialogue,  of 
maintaining  lines  of  communication,  but 
not  at  the  expense  of  approving  behavior 
expressly  opposite  Paul’s  instructions  to 
early  Christians.  


NUTTY  IDEA 


Thames  selects,  shells,  and  packages  the 
meatiest,  freshest  and  tastiest  pecans. 
They're  great  for  pies,  pralines,  fudge,  or 
for  eating  right  out  of  the  package  .  .  , 
perfect  for  personal  and  business  gifts  .  .  . 
or  no  matter  what  “nutty”  ideas  you  have! 

•  ideal  for  fund-raising  projects 

•  available  in  1-lb.  or  12-oz. 
packages,  gifts  and  in  bulk 

WRITE:  H.  M.  THAMES  PECAN  CO..  INC. 

Dept.  23 

P.  O.  Bo.  2206,  Mobil#  Alo.  36601 


Certainly  no  one  has  the  right  to  tell 
homosexuals  they  can’t  stay  in  the 
church,  but  the  church  has  a  duty  to 
identify  and  to  speak  out  against  wrong 
behavior.  The  New  Testament  is  the 
foundation  of  our  Christian  church. 
Surely  the  instructions  of  the  Apostle 
Paul  are  not  irrelevant  to  our  present- 
day  church. 

Boyd  Rains 
Arlington,  Texas 

(,<>il  created  as  lie  intended 

To  the  Editor: 

My  husband  is  the  layman  producer- 
host  of  a  Sunday  morning  radio  program 
entitled  “The  Layman’s  Witness.”  Since 
its  inception  in  1966,  he  has  every  week 
interviewed  a  layperson  who  has  “sat 
down  with  him  and  discussed  his 
Christian  faith.”  Contrary  to  the  Rev. 
William  R.  Johnson’s  opinion 
(TM/  UMR,  Aug.  30),  these  (mostly) 
men  and  women  do  know  how  to  be  in¬ 
timate  with  others  of  the  same  sex, 
spiritually,  and  yet  physically  and 
socially  adhere  to  God’s  Word  as  set  forth 
in  I  Corinthians  6 :9  &  10,  or  II  Corinthians 
12:21. 

The  church  needn’t  and  shouldn’t  leave 
“gay”  people  .  .  .  "Gay”  people  needn’t 
and  shouldn’t  leave  the  church,  but  their 
“gay”  nature  should  leave  them  ...  a 
living  sacrifice,  holy,  acceptable  to  God, 
a  reasonable  service.  Christ  came  to 
save  the  lost,  to  give  life  more  abundant, 
and  to  create  in  each  of  us  a  new  nature 
where  “old"  things  are  passed  away 
(whatever  those  "old”  things  may  be 
personally  .  .  .  anger,  lust,  adultery, 
hate,  prejudice,  etc.)  and  all  is  become 
new! 

I’m  sure  that  God  would  have  had 
Adam  and  "Alan”  in  his  creation  story  if 
he  had  intended  it  that  way.  Perhaps  the 
church’s  love,  through  Christ,  can  move 
homosexuality  down  to  a  much  lower 
minority  group  rank. 

Mrs.  Daria  Varner 
Indiana,  Pennsylvania 
An  unfair  comparison 
To  the  Editor: 

In  a  recent  article  Bishop  Otto  Nall 
sought  to  compare  Florida’s  new 
financial  disclosure  law  for  public  of¬ 
ficials  with  the  full  disclosure  of 
ministerial  salaries  and  allowances  in 
the  United  Methodist  Church 
(TM/  UMR,  Sept.  13). 

Citing  the  fact  that  eight  public  of¬ 
ficials  in  Florida  chose  resignation 
rather  than  reveal  their  financial  worth, 
he  stated  that  the  church  subscribes  to  a 
position  of  full  financial  disclosure  for 
ministers  and  staff  people. 

I  must  question  his  reasoning  and 
conclusions.  It  is  true  that  my  salary  as 
pastor  is  a  matter  of  public  record;  but  it 
is  also  true  that  I  am  not  required  to 
make  a  full  disclosure  of  all  my  financial 
assets  in  order  to  qualify  for  an  ap¬ 
pointment.  At  this  point  his  analogy 
breaks  down. 

It  is  just  possible  that  many  of  us 
preachers  would  be  just  as  reluctant  to 
reveal  our  total  financial  assets  as  are 
some  public  officials.  Maybe  one’s 
personal  assets  and  liabilities  should  be 
“as  confidential  as  love  letters.” 

Let  me  say  that  while  I  understand  full 
well  that  die  new  disclosure  law  is 
designated  to  curb  profit-taking  in  public 
office  and  conflict  of  interest,  I  also  see 
the  need  to  avoid  unjust  comparisons 
which  tend  to  disparage  some  and  exalt 
others. 

Jiles  E.  Kirkland 
Bradenton,  Florida 
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Mission  board,  EMC  make  peace 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Staff  Writer 

CHICAGO  —  Two  sides  of  an  issue  that 
at  one  time  threatened  to  divide  the 
world  mission  thrust  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  met  here  Sept.  25  and 
aersons  on  both  sides  came  away  saying 
key  understand  each  other  better. 

The  meeting  was  between  represen¬ 
tatives  of  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
and  the  executive  committee  of  the  eight- 
month-old  Evangelical  Missions  Council 
( EMC ) ,  a  group  formed  to  urge  emphasis 
on  evangelism  in  world  mission 
outreach. 

In  unmistakeably  frank  tones,  the  two 
groups  talked  and  occasionally  squab¬ 
bled,  yet  within  a  different  atmosphere 
than  has  been  the  case  since  the  first 
meeting  last  February. 

Chicago  area  Bishop  Paul  A.  Wash¬ 
burn,  President  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  said  it  this  way:  “I  am 
coming  to  the  end  of  this  meeting  feeling 
a  great  sense  of  Christian  love  around 
this  table.” 

Dr.  David  Seamands,  chairman  of  the 
EMC  executive  committee  from 
Wilmore,  Ky.,  said  it  this  way:  ‘‘There  is 
a  great  sense  of  family  between  these  two 
groups.  There  is  a  love  here  that  goes 
beyond  our  differences.” 

The  4Vfe-hour  dialogue  dealt  with  a 
number  of  issues  related  to  what  EMC 
members  referred  to  as  the  ‘‘balance”  of 
the  church’s  mission  outreach. 

“The  only  ax  we  have  to  grind  is 
balance,”  Dr.  Seamands  told  the  board 
members.  “We  don’t  doubt  your 
dedication  or  your  accomplishments.  We 
only  doubt  the  balance  of  your  ap¬ 
proach.” 


Myth  No.  1:  "The  EMC  just  wants  to 
send  more  missionaries  out  into  the 
world  to  stand  under  palm  trees  and 
preach  to  heathens.” 

Myth  No.  2:  “The  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  is  not  interested  in  spreading 
the  gospel  and  looks  upon  evangelism  as 
forcing  the  faith  on  others.” 

The  Rev.  Paul  Morell,  Dallas,  Texas,  a 
member  of  the  EMC  committee  and 
chairman  of  “Good  News”  —  a 
movement  of  evangelical  United 
Methodists  which  gave  birth  to  EMC  — 
said  the  first  myth  has  been  one  of  the 
greatest  stumbling  blocks  of  the  EMC. 

“Why  must  evangelicals  be  placed  in  a 
stereotvDe  of  favoring  the  old  19th 
century  missionary  going  ashore  on  the 
beach  of  Hawaii  for  the  first  time?”  he 
asked. 

“Evangelism  is  discussed  as  if  the 
church  has  two  choices:  a  19th  Century 
evangelism  approach,  or  a  non¬ 
evangelical  universalism,”  Dr. 
Seamands  added.  “There  is  a  new  breed 
of  evangelical  on  the  horizon.  He’s  not 
just  a  preacher;  he  may  be  a  doctor  or  an 
engineer,  but  he  does  his  job  with  an 
evangelistic  spirit.  That’s  the  dif¬ 
ference.” 


The  second  myth  was  attacked  by  the 
global  ministries  representatives  as 
unfair,  and  built  through  misin¬ 
formation. 

Dr.  Lois  C.  Miller,  associate  general 
secretary  of  the  board’s  Division  of 
Education  and  Cultivation,  said  “Our 
area  secretaries  are  always  dealing  with 
evangelism  on  a  high  level.  That’s  #  part 
of  every  one  of  their  job  descriptions.” 

Evangelistic  motivation 
on  increase 

Board  representatives  agreed  “there 
was  a  time  during  the  late  1960’s”  when 
young  persons  in  particular  who  were 
applying  for  missionary  service  seemed 
to  be  motivated  more  by  social  con¬ 
sciousness  than  evangelistic  spirit  in  the 
traditional  sense  and  that  many  of  the 
misconceptions  about  the  board’s 
direction  grew  up  during  this  period  of 
time.  Board  representatives  said, 
however,  that  that  time  is  gone  and  that 
most  youth  making  application  now  seem 
to  be  more  evangelistically  motivated. 

Perhaps  the  most  hotly  debated  item 
on  the  agenda  was  the  announcement  in  a 
report  from  the  World  Division  that  a 
staff  member  had  been  named  to  be 


Church  sets  disaster 
relief  for  Honduras 


Groups  work  on  exploding  myths 


From  this  base,  the  two  groups  worked 
on  exploding  “myths." 


Hught 


les  asks 
freedom  for 
Nixon  aides 


WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  (RNS)  -  Sen. 
Harold  E.  Hughes  (D-Iowa),  who  played 
a  significant  role  in  the  Christian  con¬ 
version  experience  of  now-imprisoned 
former  Nixon  aide  Charles  Colson,  said 
here  that  men  serving  sentences  for 
Watergate-related  crimes  should  “at  the 
very  minimum,  have  those  sentences 
suspended.” 

Speaking  in  the  Senate,  the  Iowa 
lawmaker  (who  ; will  enter  fr|ll-$i|pe 
Christian  work  after  he  i;efjj;q§r/r9m  the 
Senate  at  the  end  of  the  year)  added  that 
the  imprisoned  Watergate  defendants 
should,  “through  the  regular  judicial 
process,  be  considered  for  any  further 
clemency  the  President  might  deem 
proper.” 

“It  is  also  my  agreement,”  he  con¬ 
tinued,  “that  those  men  or  women  still 
awaiting  trial  for  indictment  should  not 
be  interferred  with  and  the  judicial 
process  should  continue  in  a  routine 
manner  until  at  least  a  decision  has  been 
handed  down  one  way  or  the  other 
respecting  those  individuals.” 

His  remarks  were  in  reference  to  a 
resolution  introduced  in  the  Senate  by 
Sen.  Robert  C.  Byrd  (D-W.  Va.)  “ex¬ 
pressing  the  sense  of  the  Senate  that 
presidential  pardons  not  be  granted  to 
individuals  accused  of  committing 
criminal  offenses  in  connection  with  the 
presidential  campaign  and  election  of 
1972.” 

Sen.  Hughes,  a  United  Methodist  who 
campaigned  briefly  for  the  1972 
Democratic  presidential  nomination, 
said  that  while  he  agreed  with  the 
“general  tendencies”  in  the  Byrd 
resolution,  he  was  “not  willing  nor 
ready”  to  vote  for  it. 

He  cbuld  not,  he  said,  vote  for  a 
resolution  “that  in  any  way  implies  to  the 
Chief  Executive  of  this  land  that  he  does 
not  have,  in  his  own  wisdom  and  con¬ 
science,  the  final  decision-making 
process  rightfully  guaranteed  to  him  by 
the  Constitution,  and  actually,  going 
back  in  history  coming  from  divine  in¬ 
spiration,  of  granting  mercy  to  those  he 
may  deem  proper  to  receive  that  mer¬ 
cy.” 


NEW  YORK  -  With  the  death-toll  still 
undetermined  in  hurricane-ravaged 
Honduras,  United  Methodists  across  the 
nation  are  being  asked  to  respond  to  a 
$200,000  Advance  Special  for  Disaster 
Relief  in  Central  America  (Honduras). 

In  a  September  26  letter  to  all  United 
Methodist  bishops,  Bishop  Dwight  E. 
Loder,  Detroit,  president  of  the  Council 
of  Bishops,  points  out  that  “money  is 
mercy  and  will  be  more  helpful  than  any 
other  material  gifts”  to  bring  relief  to 
victims  of  the  disaster. 

Hurricane  Fifi  has  been  described  as 
the  worst  storm  to  strike  Honduras  in  this 
century,  causing  thousands  of  deaths, 
leaving  an  estimated  50,000  homeless  and 
inflicting  millions  of  dollars  of  damage 
to  property  and  crops. 

Funds  raised  can  be  channelled 
through  the  United  Methodist  Committee 
on  Relief  (UMCOR)  Bishop  Loder  said. 
UMCOR  has  arranged  for  Advance 
Special  credit  to  be  given  for  any  money 
contributed.  It  should  be  designated  for 
“Disaster  Relif  -  Central  America.” 

Money  may  be  sent  directly  to  UM¬ 
COR,  14th  floor,  475  Riverside  Drive, 
N,Y«*T0027,  or  through  normal  annual 
conference  channels  designated  for 
“Disaster  Relief  -  Central  America." 


Bishop  Loder  explained  that  his 
message  to  bishops,  though  not  a  formal 
church-wide  appeal,  is  a  response  to 
many  requests  for  information  about 
ways  which  individual  United  Methodists 
and  congregations  can  share  in  meeting 
human  needs. 

^Meanwhile,  reaction  to  the  Honduras 
disaster  also  came  from  Church  World 
Service  (CWS)  interdenominational 
relief  agency  in  which  the  United 
Methodist  Church  participates. 

UMCOR  director  Dr.  J.  Harry  Haines 
and  CWS  Latin  American  secretary 
Dwight  Swartzendruber  have  been 
meeting  in  Honduras  with  relief  agencies 
there,  to  help  coordinate  efforts,  Dr. 
David  Flude  said  in  New  York  this  week. 

A  CWS  report  indicates  that  this  group 
is  also  cooperating  with  other  agencies  to 
answer  numerous  appeals  for  emergency 
relief.  Such  agencies  include  the  United 
Church  Board  of  World  Missions  in 
Honduras;  World  Council  of  Churches’ 
Commission  on  Interchurch  Aid,  Refugee 
and  World  Service;  Lutheran  World 
Relief;  the  Christian  Social  Council  of 
Belize  (formerly  British  Honduras); 
Catholic  Relief  Service;  CARE;  and  the 
Evangelical  Committee  for  Help  and 
Development  in  Nicaragua  (CEPAD). 


‘Political  clergy’  rebuked 

Bishop  Armstrong  defends  his  activism 


ABERDEEN,  S.  D.  (RNS)  —  A  con¬ 
troversy  here  regarding  the  “political” 
activities  of  United  Methodist  Bishop 
James  Armstrong  has  raised  many 
questions  about  the  role  of  church 
leaders  in  “secular”  matters. 

At  a  meeting  (Sept.  10)  of  some  400 
members  and  friends  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church  of  Sioux  Falls,  a 
resolution  was  adopted  by  125  of  those 
present  which  requested  Bishop  Arm¬ 
strong  to  refrain  from  further  in¬ 
volvement  in  such  activities. 

The  resolution  requested  that  he 
“refrain  from  political  and  other  secular 
affairs  outside  the  normal  pattern  of 
church  behavior.” 

Bishop  Armstrong  issued  a  lengthy 
statement  several  days  later  in  which  he 
defended  clerical  activism  in  political 
affairs  and  announced  that  he  planned  to 
continue  such  activities.  His  statement 
discussed  the  background  of  the  specific 
controversy  involving  him,  and  com¬ 
mented  on  the  general  subject  of  the 
involvement  of  religious  leaders  in 
secular  affairs. 

He  began  by  noting  that  the 
congregation  involved  has  2,900  mem¬ 
bers.  “Although  less  than  five  per  cent  of 
a  congregation  may  seem  like  an  in¬ 
significant  number,”  the  bishop  said, 
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/Vn  agency  °f  the  Sarasota  District  of  the  Florida  Conference  of  The  United  Methodist  Church,  but  non- 
sectarian  in  Its  benefits. 


“these  were  sincere  people  concerned 
about  my  activities  in  ‘the  world.’  They 
deserve  to  be  listened  to  and  heeded.” 

Bishop  Armstrong  expressed  deep 
regret  that  the  critics  decided  to  meet 
without  his  presence,  and  reported  that 
he  had  offered  to  come  to  Sioux  Falls  and 
listen  to  their  concern  on  Sept.  30.  (It  was 
later  announced  that  the  bishop  did  meet 
with  the  congregation  on  that  date 
anyway.) 

“Obviously,  dialogue  is  impossible  if 
one  of  the  principals  is  denied  the 
courtesy  of  reaction  and  response  before 
minds  are  made  up  and  resolutions  are 
passed,”  he  said. 

According  to  Bishop  Armstrong,  the 
resolution  “was  apparently  based  on  a 
private  letter  I  sent  to  editors  and  news 
directors  across  the  state,  making 
reference  to  media  distortions  in  the  1972 
presidential  campaign,  and  urging  fair 
and  equal  treatment  for  each  of  the 
senatorial  candidates  during  South 
Dakota’s  present  campaign.” 

He  noted  that  the  letter  had  said,  “I  am 
doing  this,  not  as  the  bishop  of  a  par¬ 
ticular  religious  body,  but  as  a  concerned 
and  deeply  committed  citizen  of  my 
state.  Although  this  should  go  without 
saying,  I’m  doing  it  on  my  own  initiative 
and  at  my  own  expense." 

Bishop  Armstrong  related  that  “a 
United  Methodist  newsman  chose  to 
make  that  letter  public.  A  newspaper  in  a 
different  city  featured  the  editor’s 
criticism  of  me  and  private  cor¬ 
respondence  became  public  property. 
That  was  not  my  intention.” 

In  his  statement,  the  bishop  declared 
that  he  was  “truly  sorry  if  I  have  created 
misunderstanding  or  embarrassment  for 
anyone.  I  love  ‘the  people  called 
Methodists’  in  this  area  and  have  no 
desire  to  be  divisive  or  controversial.” 

However,  he  added,  “when  I  visit 
Vietnam  or  represent  a  church  agency 
during  the  siege  of  Wounded  Knee  or 
appear  before  a  Senate  subcommittee  — 
or  support  a  particular  candidate  for 
public  office,  I  do  so  on  the  basis  of  deep 
ethical  and  religious  conviction,  not 
because  of  a  desire  to  stray  from  my 
Christian  vocation.  I  try  not  to  separate 
my  world  into  neat  compartments, 
drawing  false  distinctions  between  the 
‘secular’  and  the  ‘sacred.’  The  Bible 
draws  no  such  distinctions.” 

The  bishop  declared,  “The  United 
Methodist  Church  is  a  free  church.  The 
United  States  of  America  is  a  free  nation. 

I  cherish  that  freedom  and  will  continue 
to  express  it  as  prayerfully  and 
responsibly  as  I  know  how.  There  will  be 
those  who  violently  disagree  with  me. 
This  is  their  perfect  right  and  an  ex¬ 
pression  of  their  freedom.  Such  in¬ 
teraction  makes  democracy  a  living 
reality." 


responsible  tor  “evangelism  and  church 
development.” 

The  Rev.  Robert  M.  Daugherty,  a  vice 
president,  of  the  division,  said  the  new 
position  had  been  prompted  from  several 
sources,  but  was  a  partial  response  to  a 
request  by  the  EMC  at  the  February 
meeting  that  the  division  create  a 
separate  office  for  evangelism. 

EMC  members  said  the  response  did 
not  go  far  enough.  They  questioned  the 
“level”  of  the  position,  saying  they  felt 
the  position  should  be  at  least  at  the  level 
of  an  associate  general  secretary. 

They  also  objected  to  not  being  con¬ 
sulted  on  the  hiring  of  a  staff  person  to  fill 
the  position.  (The  position  was  filled  in 
May  by  Jiro  Mizuno,  a  member  of  the 
division’s  “Asian  Team.”) 

Dr.  Miller  defined  the  position  as 
having  responsibility  to  “keep  up  with 
church  growth  and  evangelism”  for  the 
world  division  in  addition  to  duties  on  the 
Asian  Team. 

Staff  selection  poses  problems 

Mr.  Morell  was  most  outspoken  among 
the  EMC  objectors.  “Anything  less  than 
an  associate  general  secretary  is  likely  to 
get  lost  in  the  shuffle,”  he  warned.  “The 
position  of  the  militant  third  of  our  EMC 
members  who  thought  dialogue  would 
end  in  dialogue  will  be  strengthened  if  we 
take  this  back  to  them.  They  want  some 
one  they  know  and  trust  appointed  to  a 
position  capable  of  doing  something." 

Bishop  L.  Scott  Allen  of  Knoxville, 
Tenn.,  who  serves  as  a  president  of  the 
world  division  said,  “I  am  disappointed 
that  you  (the  EMC)  are  not  willing  to 
accept  this  position  as  a  point  of  origin.” 
Bishop  Allen  also  expressed  concern  that 
the  EMC  would  feel  that  they  should  be 
consulted  on  the  hiring  of  a  staff  person. 
“When  it  comes  to  selecting  staff  per¬ 
sons,  there  is  no  way  we  can  consult  with 
every  segment  of  the  church,”  he  said!1 

In  the  end  the  EMC  did  accept  thfJ 
position  as  "a  point  of  origin,”  with  Mr. 
Morell,  its  staunchest  objector,  stating 
the  reconciled  point  of  view.  “We  are 
willing  to  accept  this  as  a  beginning,"  he 
said.  “We  would  hope  for  more,  but  we 
will  accept  this  as  a  start.” 

As  the  meeting  ended,  the  general 
feeling  was  that  the  main  ac¬ 
complishment  of  the  day  was  not  so  much 
in  what  was  decided,  but  in  the  healing  of 
old  wounds  that  had  taken  place. 

The  Rev.  Bevel  Jones  of  Decatur,  Ga., 
seemed  to  sum  it  up  for  everyone  when 
he  said,  “This  was  one  of  the  healthiest 
meetings  I  have  attended  in  a  long  time.” 

Both  sides  will  have  a  chance  to  nur¬ 
ture  that  health  as  they  meet  again 
during  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
meeting  in  Atlantic  City  later  tjjis.mpnth- 
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Eleven 1  h  com  m  an  ft  me  til 

NEWPORT,  Del.  —  Pastor  David  P.  Wasgatt  of  Grace  Lutheran  Church  in 
Newport,  Del.,  set  up  this  11th  commandment  on  the  site  where  a  new  church  will  be 
built.  He  apparently  has  put  the  fear  of  God  into  would-be  dumpers,  for  the  site 
remains  uncluttered. 
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SMU  Trustees  clarify 
governing  procedures 


AIM  leaders 
thank  church 
for  assistance 


WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  (UMC)  — 
American  Indian  Movement  (AIM) 
leaders  are  grateful  for  the  role  of  the 
church  in  giving  them  a  “day  in  court,”  a 
United  Methodist  aide  reported  following 
the  dismissal  of  charges  against  Dennis 
Banks  and  Russell  Means  of  AIM. 

The  Rev.  John  P.  Adams,  director  of 
law,  justice  and'  community  relations 
with  the  Board  o?  Church  and  Sociqty, 
was  with  members  of  AIM  in  Minnesota 
in  mid-September  for  a  celebration 
following  the  judge’s  dismissal  of 
charges  of  assault,  conspiracy  and 
larceny. 

Adams  said  AIM  ‘'considered  the  role 
of  the  church  to  be  very  strategic”  in  the 
experience,  including  Iowa  Conference’s 
loan  of  bail  monqy  for  Banks.  He  said 
there  has  developed  “a  selective  trust  in 
the  church"  by  this  “radical  edge  of 
Native  American  activism."  He  urged 
that  the  church  can  continue  to  witness  to 
Indian  Americans  in  areas  of  real  need, 
as  documented  by  government  agencies. 

While  the  S^-month  trial  did  raise 
issues  that  will  help  understanding  of 
Indian  problems,  said  Adams,  there  were 
indications  that  the  federal  government 
“seemed  to  be  out  for  conviction,  not  for 
justice.” 


TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 
DALLAS  —  Trustees  of  Southern 
Methodist  University,  meeting  in  called 
session  here  last  week  in  the  wake  of 
President  Paul  Hardin’s  forced 
resignation  during  June,  approved  19 
specific  recommendations  designed  to 
clarify  how  and  by  whom  the  university 
will  be  governed  in  the  future. 

The  recommendations  —  including 
several  changes  in  by-laws  —  were 
submitted  to  the  Trustees  by  five  special 
task  forces  —  composed  of  68  Trustees, 
faculty  members,  students,  ad¬ 
ministrators,  and  alumni  —  which  were 
appointed  soon  after  the  facts  regarding 
Dr.  Hardin’s  ouster  were  made  public 
(see  TM/UMR,  July  20). 

Together,  the  new  actions  reassert  the 
83-member  Board  of  Trustees’  respon¬ 
sibility  to  be  SMU’s  primary  governing 
body,  designate  the  21-member  Board  of 
Governors  as  the  Trustees’  executive 
committee  and  limit  its  powers,  reaffirm 
the  school’s  relationship  with  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  and  define  procedures 
so  that  no  future  chief  executive  might 
face  dismissal  without  due  process. 

Left  unanswered  by  the  Trustees  was 
the  question:  why  did  the  Board  of 
Governors  feel  it  necessary  and  proper  to 
seek  President  Hardin's  resignation 
when  it  did  and  as  it  did?  Instead,  one  of 
the  actions  proposed  and  adopted  noted 
that  no  formal  process  for  securing  a 
president’s  resignation  existed 
previously.  The  same  action  expressed 
the  belief  that  consultation  by  the  Board 
of  Governors  with  student  and  faculty 
representatives  would  have  been 
beneficial;  and  it  expressed  regret  for 
any  embarrassment  or  reputation 
damage  SMU  may  have  suffered  as  a 
result  of  the  process  by  which  Dr.  Hardin 
was  dismissed. 

The  meeting  was  closed  to  the  public 
and  to  the  press.  At  a  news  conference 
shortly  after  the  meeting,  Bishop  O. 
Eugene  Slater  —  head  of  one  of  the  five 
task  forces  —  acknowledged  that  the 
Trustees  did  not  discuss  the  particulars 
of  Dr.  Hardin’s  resignation.  He  said, 
however,  “the  fact  that  we  hammered 
out  different  procedures  for  the  future 
indicates,  by  implication,  that  we  regret 
the  procedures  used  to  secure  Dr. 
Hardin's  resignation." 

Among  the  actions  taken  by  the 
Trustees  were: 

•  The  Board  of  Governors  was 
designated  as  the  Board  of  Trustees’ 
executive  committee.  Previously,  the 
Board  of  Governors  acted  with  a  high 
level  of  independence  —  as  evidenced  by 
their  decision  to  request  Dr.  Hardin’s 


the  church  today 


Council  of  Bishops  open 
several  of  their  sessions 

INDIANAPOLIS.  Ind.  (UMO— Except 
for  opening  and  closing  plenaries,  all 
general  sessions  of  the  November  12-14 
meeting  of  the  United  Methodist  Council 
of  Bishops  at  Lake  Junaluska,  N.C.,  will 
be  open  to  the  public  and  press,  ac¬ 
cording  to  a  decision  by  the  council’s 
executive  committee  announced  Sep¬ 
tember  23  by  Bishop  Ralph  T.  Alton  of 
Indianapolis,  secretary  of  the  council. 

Bishop  Alton  said  the  open  sessions 
would  include  those  on  the  evening  of 
November  12,  morning  and  afternoon  of 
November  13,  and  the  morning  of 
November  14.  Agenda  items  scheduled 
for  these  open  sessions  include  reception 
and  discussion  of  a  paper  on  evangelism 
and  a  report  on  the  situation  at  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Hospital  in  Pikeville,  Ky.,  where 
non-professional  workers  have  been  on 
strike  for  more  than  two  years. 


the  late  Dr.  Paul  S.  Mayer,  in  1909  under 
the  sponsorship  of  the  then  Evangelical 
Church.  Her  tour  of  duty  also  spanned  the 
union  of  the  Evangelical  Church  with  the 
Evangelical  and  United  Brethren  Church 
in  1946  and  EUB  and  Methodist  Church 
merger  in  1968. 

The  Mayers  were  interned  for  a  year 
during  the  U.S. -Japan  war.  They  were 
repatriated  in  1943,  arriving  home  on  the 
Gripsholm. 


Longtime  missionary 
Frances  L.  Mayer  dies 


SILVER  SPRING.  Md.  (RNS)  -  Mrs. 
Frances  L.  Mayer,  one  of  the  first  U.  S. 
Protestant  missionaries  to  return  to 
Japan  after  world  War  II,  died  here 
recently  at  the  age  of  88. 

She  served  45  years  in  Japan,  first 
going  to  the  Asian  land  with  her  husband, 


Billy  Graham:  ‘Only  God  can 
judge  Richard  Nixon’ 

LOS  ANGELES  (RNS)  —  Evangelist 
Billy  Graham  said  here  that  he  is  not  in  a 
position  to  judge  former  President 
Richard  Nixon. 

Speaking  at  a  press  conference  in 
connection  with  a  three-day  celebration 
honoring  his  25  years  of  work  in  mass 
evangelism,  Mr.  Graham  said  that  the 
former  President  ultimately  “will  an¬ 
swer  in  his  own  way"  before  God. 

“I’m  not  able  to  be  his  judge,"  the 
evangelist  declared.  “There  is  only  one 
infallible  judgment  in  all  of  the  universe 
and  that’s  God's  judgment.  We  are  all 
going  to  stand  before  Him.” 

When  President  Ford  announced  his 
pardon  of  Mr.  Nixon,  Mr.  Graham 
praised  the  Chief  Executive  for  exer¬ 
cising  "decisiveness,  courage  and 
compassion”  in  taking  that  action. 


resignation  without  consulting  the 
Trustees.  Additionally,  actions  were 
taken  which  make  the  Board  of  Gover¬ 
nors’  chairman  a  vice-chairman  of  the 
Trustees,  and  limit  the  number  of  non- 
Trustees  on  the  Governors  to  a 
maximum  of  four. 

•  All  future  policy  decisions  are  to  be 

made  in  regular  or  called  sessions  of  the 
Trustees,  or  its  executive  committee  — 
the  Governors.  (The  decision  to  seek  Dr. 
Hardin’s  resignation  was  made  by 

polling  individual  members  informally.) 
Also,  the  faculty  and  student  body  are 
entitled  to  non-voting  representation  on 
both  the  Board  of  Trustees  and  the  Board 
of  Governors. 

•  A  standing  committee  will  be 

established  to  work  with  and  evaluate  the 
performance  of  the  university’s 
President  and  Chancellor.  Should  this 
committee  consider  a  change  of 

leadership  in  order,  it  would  recommend 
same  to  the  Board  of  Trustees,  who  alone 
may  decide  to  employ  or  dismiss  a 
Chancellor  or  President.  And  that 
decision  may  be  made  only  at  a  regular 
or  special  session  (not  by  mail  ballot,  as 
in  the  case  of  Dr.  Hardin). 

•  All  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  Standing 

Committees,  including  the  Board  of 

Governors,  will  be  restructured  so  as  to 
be  representative  of  the  broad  diversity 
of  the  Trustees.  (The  Board  of  Governors 
has  been  made  up  almost  exclusively  of 
wealthy  Dallas  businessmen.) 

•  The  relationship  of  SMU  to  the 

United  Methodist  Church  —  whose  South 
Central  Jurisdiction  owns  it  —  was 
reaffirmed.  It  was  agreed  that  the 

school’s  goals  will  remain  consistent  with 
the  purpose  for  which  it  was  founded  by 
the  church.  All  of  the  SC  Jurisdiction’s 
active  bishops  will  remain  members  of 
the  Trustees,  and  at  least  one-half  of  the 
remaining  Trustees  will  be  United 
Methodists. 

•  The  resignation  of  Dr.  Hardin  as 
President  and  the  election  of  Dr.  Willis 
Tate  as  both  President  and  Chancellor 
were  formally  ratified. 

Assessing  the  meeting  for  the  news 
media.  Bishop  Slater  said:  “We’re  all 
concerned  by  the  university’s  damaged 
image  over  this  situation.  The  Trustees 
have  acted  as  wisely  and  as  creatively  as 
we  know  how.  Few  of  us  got  everything 
we  hope  for  from  this  meeting.  I  think 
there  is  a  unanimous  feeling,  however, 
that  the  actions  we’ve  taken  will  insure  a 
healthy  future  for  SMU.” 


Classified 


Kate:  25c  per  word,  figure  or  Initial  per  In¬ 
sertion.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on 
contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  In  advance.  Minimum  charge  of  $6.25 
Service  charge  or  blind  ads  $1.00  per  Insertion 


a  UNIQUE  OPPORTUNITY.  A  successful 
retired  salesman  or  minister  to  represent  one 
of  America's  fastest  growing  religious  radio 
programs  In  your  area.  Exceptionally  good 
Income  potential.  If  Interested,  write, 
Methodist  Hour.  Box  77,  Orlando.  Florida 


HOMEPARENTS  NEEDED  for  child  care. 
These  are  full  time  positions  for  married 
couples  with  no  dependents.  In  addition  to 
salary,  we  provide  meals,  laundry  service, 
living  quarters  while  on  duty,  sick  leave;  also 
insurance  and  retirement  programs  are 
available.  Applicants  must  be  non-smokers, 
non-drinkers,  high  school  graduate,  preferably 
with  college  training.  These  positions  can 
provide  very  rewarding  experiences.  Please 
contact  the  personnel  Department,  Methodist 
Home.  1111  Herring  Ave..  Waco.  Texas  76706. 


PEW  CUSHIONS  ADD  to  the  beauty  and 
comfort  of  your  church.  We  specialize  In 
permanently  attached  cushions.  For  In¬ 
formation.  contact:  Randall's  Upholstery.  406 
S.  College.  Waxahachle.  Texas.  Phone  (214)- 
937-3680. 


Cushions  For 
Church  Pews 


COMFORT  AND  BEAUTY 


AT  PRICES  YOU 
CAN  AFFORD 

Flowers  Cushion 
Service 


Phone 
(817)  M 15-9203 


Keene.  Texas  76059 
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Church  communicators  *liook  up’ 

United  Methodist  groups  get  together  via  audio-phones 


By  SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 
TM/  UMR  Editor 

NEW  YORK  —  Is  it  possible  for  a 
national  church  meeting  to  be  conducted 
without  transporting  all  the  participants 
to  a  single  location? 

Is  it  possible  for  an  official  policy¬ 
making  body  to  be  influenced 
beneficially  by  receiving  input  from  the 
church's  “grassroots"  during  the  course 
of  its  meeting? 

Two  groups  of  United  Methodist 
communicators  —  one  official  and  the 
other  unofficial  —  attempted  to  answer 
these  questions  cooperatively  last  week 
via  an  ambitious  electronic  hookup 
between  participants  in  New  York  and 
three  other  geographical  locations. 

The  official  group  is  United 
Methodism’s  Joint  Committee  on 
Communications  (JCC),  whose  30- 
member  Board  of  Managers  is  respon¬ 
sible  for  planning,  coordinating  and 
overseeing  the  denomination’s  use  of 
mass  media.  JCC  held  its  fall  meeting 
here  September  22-24. 

The  unofficial  group  is  the  United 
Methodist  Association  of  Communicators 
(UMAC)  —  a  professional  organization  of 
United  Methodists  involved  in  different 
phases  of  mass  media  communications 
—  which  held  its  1974  annual  meeting  in 
New  York,  Nashville,  Dallas  and  Park 
Ridge,  Ill.  on  the  same  dates. 

The  JCC  and  UMAC  meetings  took 
place  simultaneously  and  involved  both 
joint  sessions  —  linked  together  by  audio¬ 


phones  in  the  four  locations  —  and 
sessions  during  which  each  group 
transacted  its  own  business. 

The  joint  sessions  included  addresses 
by  Richard  E.  Wiley,  Chairman  of  the 
Federal  Communications  Commission, 
Washington,  DC  and  Dr.  Roy  M.  Fisher, 
Dean  of  the  University  of  Missouri’s 
School  of  Journalism.  The  addresses 
were  delivered  to  the  two  groups  meeting 
in  New  York  and  transmitted  to  the  other 
three  locations.  Following  each  address, 
participants  in  the  four  locations  took 
turns  raising  questions  for  the  speakers 
to  answer. 

To  the  delight  of  participate  in  all 
locations,  it  was  generally  “a  good 
connection"  —  technically  speaking  — 
especially  as  a  first-time  effort. 

Idea  originated  in  UMAC 

The  idea  of  a  national  meeting  held  in 
several  different  locations  was  conceived 
by  UMAC’s  executive  committee  during 
the  height  of  the  energy  crisis  —  when 
travel  costs  were  skyrocketing  and  the 
continued  availability  of  space  on  airline 
flights  was  in  doubt.  Besides  offering  a 
potential  savings  in  fuel  and  trans¬ 
portation  costs,  it  was  suggested  by 
some  that  a  national  meeting  in  several 
locations  might  encourage  the  par¬ 
ticipation  of  many  professional  com¬ 
municators  who  would  be  unable  to  at¬ 
tend  a  centrally  located  meeting. 

UMAC’s  executive  committee 
proposed  the  simultaneous  meeting  and 


How  successful  was 
electronic  meeting? 


the  electronic  hookup  at  JCC's  spring 
meeting.  The  denomination’s  official 
communications  body  not  only  agreed  to 
participate,  but  to  share  in  its  funding. 

Responsibility  for  planning  and  im- 
pelementing  the  hookup  was  assigned  to 
a  steering  committee  made  up  of  the 
JCC’s  national  staff  and  two  UMAC 
representatives.  Additionally,  members 
of  the  denomination’s  General  Council  on 
Ministries  Staff  from  Dayton,  Ohio 
assisted  in  planning  and  designing  this 
“September  connection.” 

Initially,  plans  called  for  the  UMAC 
meeting  to  be  held  in  New  York  and  six 
satellite  locations.  As  plans  were 
finalized,  the  number  of  satellites  was 
reduced  to  three.  A  total  of  nearly  100 
persons  participated  in  the  UMAC 
sessions. 

Needs  prioritized  and 
submitted  to  JCC 

Besides  hearing  and  interacting  with 
the  JCC’s  speakers  and  staff,  a  major 
portion  of  the  UMAC  meetings  was 
devoted  to  discussing  needs  to  which  the 
"grassroots”  communicators  believe 
JCC  should  give  priority  attention  during 
the  1976-80  quadrennium. 

Emerging  as  the  top  five  needs  in  the 
view  of  UMAC  members  were:  (1)  The 
influence  of  mass  media  on  human 
behavior  and  moral  issues;  (2) 
Improving  church  communications;  (3) 
Ethics  and  morality  in  public  life;  (4) 
Access  to  information,  i.e.  "open 
meetings”;  and  (5)  Becoming  better 
communicators.  This  input,  along  with 
numerous  specific  suggestions  for 
dealing  with  each  need,  is  being  given  to 
JCC  to  consider  as  it  begins  shaping 
recommendations  for  the  1976  General 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

Can  a  national  day-long  meeting  hang 
together  by  the  thin  wire  of  a  telephone? 

Yes,  pretty  well,  say  most  United 
Methodist  communicators  who  "got 
together”  from  four  regional  locations 
via  speaker-phone  last  week.  (See  story 
elsewhere  on  this  page.) 

At  least,  three  of  the  four  regional 
offices  seem  ready  to  have  another  go  at 
it  sometime,  early  evaluations  show. 

‘There  were  frustrations,  but  there 
were  exciting  moments,  too,”  said  Tom 
Nankervis,  Nashville  regional  coordin¬ 
ator. 

The  Rev.  Ron  Hamby,  who  came  to  the 
Dallas  meeting,  summarized  it  this  way: 
“When  you  think  of  all  the  people  par¬ 
ticipating  who  never  could  go  to  New 
York,  you  realize  that  this  is  probably  a 
good  idea." 

The  general  response  in  Park  Ridge, 
Ill.,  was  excellent,  according  to  coor¬ 
dinator  Richard  Peck.  “Very  few  of  our 
people  felt  that  they  missed  out  by  not 
being  in  New  York,”  Mr.  Peck  said. 

In  New  York,  however,  where  the 
group  was  larger,  reaction  was  less 
favorable,  the  Rev.  Anders  Lunt  told 
TM/  UMR.  The  electronic  medium  did 
not  provide  enough  opportunity  for 
dialogue,  Mr.  Lunt  said  that  group 
conciuaea.  1  ney  would  not  favor  a  repeat 
performance  next  year 

There  were  obvious  kinks.  A  video¬ 
taped  UMAC  staff  report  was  late 
arriving  in  Dallas.  The  Park  Ridge 
meeting  was  not  plugged  in  until  well  into 


GIVE 
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RECEIVE 
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Why  not  do  both? 

How? 

Through  PLANNED  GIVING 

•  Express  your  faith  in  Christian  mission  . . . 

•  Assure  a  lifetime  income  for  yourself  and  your  loved 
.  ones. 

Discover  how  federal  and  state  tax  laws  encourage 
deferred  giving  to  private  benevolences,  including  your 
church’s  global  mission. 

Explore  new  ways  to  become  a  source  of  hope  and  neal- 
ing  in  Christ’s  name. 

For  information,  return  the  coupon  below: 


_ Please  send  information  on  Planned  Giving  for  mission  which  will 

provide  me  with  a  lifetime  income. 

_ Please  send  information  on  how  I  can  give  to  mission  through  my 

will  or  through  bequests. 


NAME: _ 

ADDRESS.. 


Return  to:  BOARD  OF  GLOBAL  MINISTRIES  OF  THE  UNITED 
METHODIST  CHURCH 

Current  and  Deferred  Gifts:  Warren  Loesch  and  Polly  Darr, 
Directors  . 

475  hiverside  Drive,  New  York,  N.Y.  10027,  Room  1316 


Dept.  T1 


Conference. 

Both  UMAC  participants  and  JCC 
managers  were  provided  with  a  form  for 
evaluating  the  experimental  "con¬ 
nection."  This  data  will  be  tabulated  and 
considered  by  JCC,  UMAC,  and  the 
General  Council  on  Ministries  to 
determine  whether  similar  "con¬ 
nections"  in  the  future  might  provide  a 
viable  alternative  to  centralized  national 
meetings,  and  a  significant  way  to  in¬ 
terject  “grassroots"  input  into  the 
decision-making  processes  of  national 
church  agencies. 


Credible  reporting  key  to  solving 
‘belief  crisis’  communicators  told 


the  first  hook-up.  Scheduling  across  time 
zones  caused  some  difficulty  with  dinner 
hours.  Uneven  quality  of  sound  was  an 
occasional  irritant. 

There  was  also  some  unease  in  using 
unfamiliar  media.  A  New  York  presiding 
officer  inadvertently  asked  for  a  “show 
of  hands"  on  a  UMAC  by-laws  vote.  Some 
Nashville  participants  felt  hampered  by 
the  rigid  one-question-at-a-time-per- 
region  format.  “We  didn't  really  get  a 
free-wheeling  exchange  going  until  it  was 
nearly  over,”  Mr.  Nankervis  said.  “Then 
it  got  exciting." 

New  York  participants  felt  par¬ 
ticularly  frustrated  by  the  microphone 
set-up,  Mr.  Lunt  noted.  "Had  this  been  an 
open  conference  call  kind  of  operation, 
and  we  could  have  just  sat  around  and 
talked,  real  discussion  would  have  been 
possible,”  he  said. 

But  these  problems,  Dallas  coordinator 
Tom  Strother  said,  were  “growing  pains. 
We’ll  be  better  at  this  next  time.” 

Of  uppermost  concern  to  planners  of 
the  unique  “September  connection”  was 
this  question:  Were  the  regions  able,  via 
long-distance,  to  give  strong  direction  to 
JCC  for  setting  quadrennium  goals? 

That  remains  to  be  seen  of  course. 

All  groups  said  they  worked  hard  to 
establish  priorities  and  get  specific.  As 
Mr.  Peck  said,  “When  JCC  tells  me  it 
wants  me  to  help  set  goals  out  here,  I 
take  that  very  seriously.”  Coordinators 
of  the  outlying  regions  said  uniformly 
that  their  groups  found  the  fellowship 
and  dialogue  with  fellow-communicators 
productive. 


By  MARTHA  MAN 
United  Methodist  Communications 
NEW  YORK  —  The  church  faces  a 
“belief  crisis"  not  because  it  has  done  too 
much  or  become  too  controversial  about 
social  problems,  but  “because  it  has  done 
too  little  to  convince  the  world  that  it  is 
really  on  the  level,"  says  the  dean  of  one 
of  the  country’s  leading  journalism 
schools. 

“In  a  time  when  the  need  to  believe  has 
approached  a  national  crisis,  belief  itself 
—  as  a  state  of  mind  —  has  come  vir¬ 
tually  into  disrepute,"  Dean  Roy  M. 
Fisher  of  the  University  of  Missouri 
School  of  Journalism  told  members  of  the 
United  Methodist  Joint  Committee  on 
Communications  (JCC)  and  the  United 
Methodist  Association  of  Communicators 
(UMAC)  at  their  annual  meetings  here 


‘New  World  Outlook’ 
blasts  crusade  evangelist 


NEW  YORK  (UMC)  —  American 
evangelists  who  publicly  support 
repressive  actions  by  governments  in 
other  parts  of  the  world  exhibit  “the  sort 
of  attitude  that  gives  evangelism  a  bad 
name,”  states  an  editorial  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church’s  mission  magazine. 

The  editorial  in  the  September  issue  of 
“New  World  Outlook,”  takes  exception  to 
remarks  reportedly  made  by  Dr.  Bill 
Bright,  president  of  Campus  Crusade  for 
Christ  International,  while  he  was  in 
Seoul,  South  Korea,  for  the  recent 
evangelical  convocation  “Explo  74.” 

Dr.  Bright,  according  to  a  story  in  The 
New  York  Times,  said,  “There  is  no 
religious  repression  here  (South  Korea). 
It  is  only  political,  and  I  believe  it  is  for 
good  cause.”  The  evangelist  added  he 
felt  “those  in  prison  are  involved  in 
things  they  shouldn’t  be  involved  in." 

The  “new  world  outlook"  editorial 
viewed  Dr.  Bright’s  comments  as  “bad 
news  to  the  scores  of  Korean  Christian 

UM  officials 
oppose  law 
to  aid  lotteries 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (RNS)  - 
Revision  of  federal  laws  to  assist  state 
lottery  operations  was  staunchly  opposed 
here  by  the  top  law  and  justice  official  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church. 

“The  official  sponsoring  of  gam¬ 
bling. .must  not  be  given  the  further 
sanctioning  of  the  federal  government," 
the  Rev.  John  P.  Adams  said  in  a  letter  to 
U.S.  Attorney  General  William  B.  Saxbe. 

Mr.  Adams  is  director  of  law  and 
justice  and  community  relations  for  the 
10.1 -mill ion-member  denomination’s 
Board  of  Church  and  Society. 

He  wrote  after  Mr.  Saxbe  notified  13 
states  now  operating  lotteries  that  they 
are  in  violation  of  federal  laws.  The  at¬ 
torney  general  proposed  legislative  acts 
to  exempt  states  from  bans  on  using  the 
mail  and  interstate  commerce  to  conduct 
and  promote  lotteries.  (New  York’s 
lottery  operation  has  been  cleared  of 
possible  U.S.  violations.) 

Mr.  Adams  objected  to  changes  in  the 
law.  In  letters  to  all  members  of 
Congress  he  voiced  the  United  Methodist 
Church’s  “clear  and  firm  opposition  to 
any  such  revision  of  the  federal  code." 

While  the  United  Methodist  Church  is 
listed  among  the  nation’s  more  liberal 
denominations,  it  maintains  an 
unequivocal  stand  against  all  forms  of 
gambling. 

The  opposition  is  not  only  a  matter  of 
official  proclamation.  Many  Methodists 
who  are  liberal  on  virtually  all  other 
social  issues  refuse  to  sanction  gambling. 

Mr.  Adams  said  that  changing  existing 
federal  laws  to  permit  the  13  state  lot¬ 
teries  to  continue  would  “only  encourage 
the  other  37  states  to  initiate  lotteries, 
thus  ultimately  inundating  the  nation 
with  a  philosophy  which  could  be 
detrimental  to  our  whole  society." 

In  his  letter  to  members  of  Congress, 
Mr.  Adams  said  that  while  states 
organized  lotteries  as  a  “painless"  way 
to  extract  revenues  from  citizens,  the 
fiscal  return  has  been  “minimal." 

The  result  of  the  lotteries,  he  claimed, 
is  sanction  for  gambling  that  encourages 
people  to  take  part  in  games  of  chance. 

The  1972  legislating  United  Methodist 
General  Conference  declared  that  all 
forms  of  gambling  represent  a  “menace 
to  personal  character  and  social 
morality.” 

The  denomination  “deplored"  state 
lotteries  as  devices  that  "exploit” 
citizens. 


pastors,  theologians  and  thousands  of 
Christian  university  students  who  have 
resisted  the  countless  restrictions  on  civil 
liberties  imposed  by  the  Park  (Chung 
Hee)  regime. 

"Korean  Christianity  has  a  long 
history  of  resistance  to  oppressive 
authority,”  the  editorial  continued. 
“Bright’s  statement  is  a  good  reminder 
that  the  forms  of  Christianity  sometimes 
exported  from  the  U.S.  are  less  faithful  to 
the  whole  Gospel  than  the  Christian  faith 
already  there.” 

President  Park’s  government,  which 
has  imposed  repressive  decrees  for¬ 
bidding  dissent  against  the  regime,  has 
jailed  a  Catholic  bishop,  several 
Protestant  and  Catholic  clergymen  and 
unknown  numbers  of  Christian  layper¬ 
sons  and  students  in  recent  months. 
Although  two  presidential  decrees  were 
lifted  in  late  August,  other  decrees 
remain  in  force,  including  establishment 
of  secret  courts-martial  and  permitting 
arrests  without  warrant.  And  at  least 
nine  persons  remain  under  a  death 
penalty  sentence. 


Dr.  William  M.  Greenwaldt,  pastor  of 
First  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Temple,  Texas,  poses  in  his  devil 
costume  during  a  recent  "Heaven  and 
Hell  Carnival.” 

Heaven  and  hell 
helps  youth  fund 

TEMPLE,  Tex.  —  Speaking  of  the 
Devil,  there  he  was:  Dr.  William  M. 
Greenwaldt,  pastor,  who  served  as  the 
“Host  of  Hell"  at  a  recent  Heaven  and 
Hell  Carnival  at  First  UMC,  Temple, 
Texas. 

Beginning  the  church’s  fall  season  with 
a  bang,  the  event  was  sponsored  by  the 
youth,  but  offered  the  best  of  both  worlds 
for  members  of  all  ages, 

Heaven,  on  the  third  floor,  provided  a 
cake  walk,  ice  cream  parlor,  miracle 
worker,  fishing  booth,  angel-gram, 
fortune  wheel,  and  a  popular  attraction 
called  “Throw  a  Pie  at  a  Saint(?).” 

In  hell,  fellowship  hall,  saints  and 
sinners  enjoyed  a  dart  throw,  palm 
reader,  “gray  elephant”  sale,  and  a 
chance  to  throw  brimstone  (wet  sponges) 
at  a  devil.  A  concession  stand  sold  — 
what  else?  —  devil  dogs,  devil’s  brew, 
and  deviled  ham  sandwiches. 

The  carnival  was  well  attended,  but  no 
one  is  saying  which  realm  was  more 
heavily-populated.  Money  raised  was 
used  for  youth  activities. 


last  week.  “Never  before  have  we  been 
told  so  much  —  and  believed  so  little.” 

To  cope  with  such  a  crisis,  Dr.  Fisher 
said,  the  church  must  not  turn  away  from 
bad  news,  but  must  face  it  and  take  any 
necessary  corrective  action.  The  JCC’s 
function  in  such  a  process,  he  said,  is  to 
serve  as  “the  monitoring  system  of  our 
church. 

"It  is  our  job  as  communicators  to  keep 
all  Methodists  informed  about  the  func¬ 
tioning  of  their  church.  We  rejoice  in 
good  news,  of  course,  and  we  help  the 
church  to  tell  its  Gospel  to  the  world.  But 
in  a  ‘Belief  Crisis,’  sadly,  good  news 
tends  to  perish  with  the  bad." 

Not  our  job  to  clean  up  ‘bad  news’ 

Dr.  Fisher,  a  member  of  the  JCC  and 
an  active  United  Methodist  layman,  said 
the  function  of  JCC  “is  to  help  other 
people  know  what’s  going  on”  inside 
United  Methodism.  “It’s  not  our  job  to 
clean  up  the  bad  news  or  suppress  it,  but 
to  let  it  out.” 

Questioning  the  role  of  communicators 
as  advocates,  Dr.  Fisher  said  when  a 
communicator  becomes  an  advocate, 
his  or  her  credibility  is  undermined. 
“For  us  (JCC)  to  take  stands  on  the  basis 
of  being  communicators  is  not  our  job  — 
why  then  have  the  rest  of  the  church.” 

He  said  the  belief  crisis  has  spread  into 
virtually  all  facets  of  life  —  the  family, 
business,  science,  education.  And  he 
sounded  a  clarion  call  for  com¬ 
municators  to  get  on  with  their  reporting 
and  investigating  rather  than  ad¬ 
vocating. 

Drawing  a  parallel  between  the  press’s 
function  in  our  society  and  the  Saturn 
rocket’s  monitoring  system  which 
signals  malfunctions  within  the  huge 
craft's  complex  machinery,  Dr.  Fisher 
said,  "If  our  country  is  to  weather  its 
belief  crisis,  it  will  not  be  because  editors 
heed  the  public  pressure  to  turn  off  the 
warning  system  of  our  society.  It  will  be 
because  our  communicators  continue  to 
do  .  .  .  their  rather  thankless  job, 
reporting  the  little  ups  and  downs, 
providing  ideas  with  a  market  place, 
telling  about  the  goings  on  and  the  goings 
off,  flashing  the  warning  lights  and 
ringing  the  alarm  when  things  begin  to  go 
wrong.” 

Four  universal  problems 

Dr.  Fisher  said  western  civilization 
faces  four  universal  problems:  energy 
shortages,  inflation,  government 
corruption  and  the  press.  “I  believe  that 
long  after  we  have  solved  the  first  three 
problems,  we’ll  still  be  plagued  by  our 
problem  press,”  he  said. 

The  former  editor  of  the  “Chicago 
Daily  News”  said  the  “role  of  the  press  in 
a  free  democracy  is  that  of  a  reporter,  an 
investigator  and  a  conscience,"  but  he 
said  it  fell  far  short  of  fulfilling  such  a 
mandate  in  relation  to  Watergate  or  the 
Vietnam  War. 

Relating  the  media’s  loss  of  credibility 
to  society’s  belief  crisis,  Dr.  Fisher 
characterized  both  as  symptoms  of  too 
little  too  late. 

The  problem: 

not  too  much  but  too  little 

“The  press  was  not  believed  at  Viet¬ 
nam  not  because  it  did  too  much  but 
because  it  did  too  little.  Our  government 
is  in  trouble  not  because  we  know  too 
much  about  Watergate,  but  because  we 
know  too  little  .  .  .  And  we  have  lost  our 
faith  in  government,  not  because  we  have 
discovered  too  many  crooks  and  too 
much  corruption,  but  because  deep  in 
our  hearts  each  one  of  us  knows  we  have 
discovered  too  few  and  too  little.  And 
there  are  those  who  believe  that  our 
church  is  in  peril  because  it  has  done  too 
much,  become  too  controversial  about 
our  social  problems;  but  the  fact  is  that 


the  church  is  in  trouble  because  it  has 
done  too  little  —  to  convince  the  world 
that  it  is  really  on  the  level.” 

Dr.  Fisher  disagreed  with  the  claim 
that  the  media  offers  too  much  bad  news. 
“The  fact  is,  seven  out  of  eight  stories 
carried  by  the  news  media  today  are 
either  happy  or  frivolous.  We  don’t  print 
too  much  bad  news,  we  print  too  little." 

Deficit  budget 
adopted  by  JCC 

NEW  YORK  (UMC)  -  The  United 
Methodist  Joint  Committee  on  Com¬ 
munications  (JCC)  has  adopted  a  budget 
of  $2.9  million  for  1975,  including  $100,000 
in  new  funds  to  be  sought  from  the 
church’s  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  to  fully  implement 
projected  programs. 

JCC  is  the  official  national  com¬ 
munications  agency  for  the  10  million- 
member  denomination  and  is  comprised 
of  four  divisions:  public  media, 
production  and  distribution,  program 
and  benevolence  interpretation,  and 
research,  education  and  liaison. 

The  1975  budget  includes  funding  for 
the  first  full  year  of  operation  for  the 
agency’s  new  telephone  information 
system,  “InfoServ.”  Although  the 
program  officially  went  into  operation 
Oct.  1,  some  20  calls  a  day  already  were 
received  during  the  September,  30- 
member  board  was  told. 

The  need  for  the  additional  $100,000 
funding  for  the  budget  is  two-fold,  ac¬ 
cording  to  officials.  The  JCC  shifted  to  a 
broader  pension  plan  approved  for  all 
church  agencies,  and  the  increased 
fringe  benefits  under  the  plan  raised  the 
budgetary  expense  $51,000.  Also,  in¬ 
flation  has  affected  the  cost  of  travel  and 
materials. 

In  other  action,  the  JCC  board: 

•  approved  establishment  of  a  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Public  Communications  Policy 
"to  advise  the  JCC  on  such  public  mat¬ 
ters  as  may  affect  the  ability  of  the  JCC 
to  carry  out  its  assigned  mission”  and 
issue  any  statements  to  the  church  or  the 
public  it  deems  appropriate. 

•  re-nominated  Dr.  Curtis  A.  Cham¬ 
bers  as  executive  secretary;  re-elected 
the  Rev.  James  C.  Campbell,  the  Dr. 
Howard  Greenwalt  and  the  Dr.  Arthur 
West  as  associate  executive  secretaries; 
and  Dr.  Gene  W.  Carter  as  acting 
associate  executive  secretary  for  the 
Division  of  Research,  Education  and 
Liaison. 


RAISE  FUNDS  FOR  YOUR 
CHURCH,  CLUB  OR  CIVIC  GROUP 


Your  organization  can  sell  our  top  qual¬ 
ity  pecans  and  candy  to  raise  needed 
funds.  We  grow,  pack  and  ship  our 
own  pecan  meats,  attractively  pack¬ 
aged  in  cellophane  bags.  Whole  halves 
or  broken  pieces  available. 

And  now!  Boost  your  sales  and  prof¬ 
its  with  our  complete  line  of  homemade, 
individually  gift  boxed  pecan  candies. 

For  complete  details  and  wholesale 
price  lists,  write: 

D.pf.13 

MASCOT  PECAN  COMPANY 

Olennvllle,  Georgia  30427 


8\% to  9i% 


o 

e 


first  mor  _ 

interest  per  annum  church  bon< 
with  maturity  dates  ranging  from  1  to  10%  years  and 
interest  payable  semiannually. 

This  announcement  is  neither  an  offer  to  sell  nor  a  solicitation 
of  an  offer  to  buy.  The  offer  is  made  by  prospectus  only. 

j  c54.cB.  Culbert$ori  and  Company~ 

1408  Continental  Life  Building 
Fort  Worth,  Texas  76102 

Within  Texas,  call  1-600-792-2992  Outside  of  Texas,  call  1-600-133-2433  (toll  free) 

Gentlemen:  Please  send  information  on  available  first  mortgage  church  bonds. 

Name. - - - 


Address - 

City,  State  &  Zip_ 
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Bishop’s  Message 

Both  the  church  and  secular  presses  recently  have 
carried  a  number  of  reports  concerning  administrative 
matters  at  Southern  Methodist  University.  As  the  result  of 
the  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  on  September  26^  k  ^ 
these  concerns  appear  to  be  well  on  their  ( 

gratifying  resolution. 

Dr.  Paul  Hardin,  Jr.,  outstanding  leader  w’ p 

academic  affairs,  whose  resignation  triggered  tbe^ubli^ ^ 
discussions,  is  returning  to  a  distinguished  {Srbfeksoris 
role  in  teaching.  He  remains  on  the  faculty  of^MUt^her'e  *** 
students  will  have  the  benefit  of  his  brMd^r^wledge  and 
unquestioned  competence.  Whatevenmay  have  been  tl$u« 
confused  situation  concerning  Dr.  Hardin’s  resignation 
from  the  administration  in  the  first  place,  we  are  gratified 
that  he  continues  in  the  academic  family  at  SMU  and  that 
his  teaching  will  bring  strength  to  the  university’s  already 
high  academic  reputation. 

Dr.  Hardin  wishes  all  of  us  to  call  you,  as  constituents 
and  friends  of  SMU,  to  support  the  university  as  always. 

SMU  has  a  bright  future;  its  endowment  is  growing 
rapidly,  its  thousands  of  students  and  faculty  are  of  the 
caliber  that  invite  accolades.  We  heartily  affirm  the  fine 
administration  of  Dr.  Hardin  over  the  past  two  years,  we 
rejoice  in  his  continued  service  on  the  faculty,  and  we  are 
genuinely  optimistic  about  the  future  of  Southern 
Methodist  University. 


Faithfully 
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Money  stole 
presented  pastor 
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The  Rev.  Richard  H.  Harry 

A  stole  made  of  money  was  presented 
tq  the  Rev.  Richard  H.  Harry  during  a 
farewell  party  for  the  pastor  of  Asbury 
Church,  Natchitoches.  The  stole  was 
contributed  by  the  members  of  the 
church  and  many  friends,  in  recognition 
of  the  Reverend  Mr.  Harry’s  many  ac¬ 
complishments  while  in  Natchitoches. 

Mrs.  Harry  was  also  given  a  silver  tray 
during  the  party  held  in  their  honor. 

A  spiritual  program  was  presented  in 
honor  of  the  Reverend  Harry,  and  per¬ 
sons  from  three  parishes  attended.  A 
cash  purse  was  presented  to  him  at  that 
time. 

The  Harrys  have  been  transferred  to 
St.  Paul’s  in  Shreveport. 


New  Orleans  UMW 
meet  October  13 

The  New  Orleans  District  of  United 
Methodist  Women  will  meet  in  its  first 
annual  session  on  October  13  at  3  P.M.  at 
the  Mt.  Zion  Church,  2700  Louisiana 
Avenue,  according  to  an  announcement 
by  Mrs.  Truman  L.  Ward,  District 
president,  and  Mrs.  Doris  B.  Bell,  Mt. 
Zion  president.  This  will  be  a  mini¬ 
assembly  composed  of  members  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  in  the  Greater 
New  Orleans  area.  The  theme  is  “Many 
Gifts,  One  Spirit.” 

The  program  includes  a  symposium  on 
expanding  concepts  of  global  mission, 
interpretative  dancing  by  Sharman 
Goods,  and  a  fellowship  hour. 

A  special  telecast  on  Bible  study  has 
been  announced  for  Channel  4,  at  6:45 
A.M.,  under  the  direction  of  the  Rev. 
Carole  Cotton  Winn.  Registration  will 
begin  at  1:45  P.M.  Mrs.  Bessie  R.  Porter 
is  chairperson  of  Publicity  and  Public 
Relations. 


Lafayette  District  Workshops 
attended  by  150 

Missions  Study  Workshops  Lafayette  District,  were  held  at  First  Church  Houma 
on  September  16  and  at  First  Church,  Lafayette,  September  17.  A  total  of  150  persons 
were  in  attendance,  representing  two-thirds  of  the  churches  in  the  district,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Kenneth  G.  McDowell,  District  Superintendent. 

Participants  in  Lafayette  District  Workshops  look  over  the  book  and  materials 
display,  which  was  coordinated  by  Mrs.  Drew  Sarver  of  Ebenezer. 

Camping  is  on 
the  climb 


Attention:  space 
available  on 
heritage  tours 

The  1974  United  Methodist  Heritage 
Tours  will  depart  Monday,  November  18, 
for  a  nine-day  journey  to  Wesleyan 
historical  sites  and  tourist  attractions  in 
England,  and  for  a  new  “Reformation” 
itinerary  in  Europe. 

Bishop  and  Mrs.  Mack  B.  Stokes  of  the 
Jackson  Area  will  lead  the  England  tour, 
which  features  a  revised  and  impioved 
itinerary  beginning  in  London,  and  in¬ 
cluding  Epworth,  Lincoln,  Coventry, 
Stratford,  Oxford,  Gloucester,  Bristol, 
Canterbury  and  Amsterdam. 

The  European  program,  utilizing  the 
same  charter  flight,  will  visit  London, 
Canterbury,  Paris,  Heidelberg,  Worms, 
Cologne  and  Amsterdam. 

Prices,  including  airfare  from 
Shreveport  and  Jackson,  are  $579  for  the 
England  tour,  and  $599  for  the  European 
tour. 

The  tours  are  sponsored  by  the 
Louisiana  Conference  Historical  Society 
and  the  Commission  on  Archives  and 
History. 

Descriptive  brochures  may  be  secured 
by  writing  to: 

United  Methodist  Heritage  Tours 
P.O.  Box  4111 
Monroe,  La.  71201 

Ministers  interested  in  serving  as  Tour 
Leaders  may  obtain  details  by  writing  to 
the  above  address.  Deadline  for  reser¬ 
vations  is  near;  so  make  your  plans  now. 


Camping  is  alive  and  well  and  defin¬ 
itely  on  the  upswing  across  Annual 
Conferences  and  Districts  all  over  the 
country.  This  is  the  essence  of  a  report 
recently  received  in  Bishop  Crutchfield’s 
office  from  the  general  Board  of 
Discipleship. 

The  report  points  out  that  ”...  there 
was  in  increase  of  23%  in  the  attendance 
at  Annual  Conference  and  District 
Camps  in  1973,”  compared  to  the 
previous  year.  When  local  church  camps 
and  retreats  are  added  to  this,  the  total 
gain  last  year  was  45,000  campers. 

Indications  are  that  when  the  official 
1974  statistics  are  compiled,  the  per¬ 
centage  increase  will  be  even  greater. 
Camp  directors  in  the  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference  have  noted  an  increase  this  year. 


Additional  UMW 
officers  listed 

Officers  of  United  Methodist  Women 
for  the  1974-75  term  were  installed  at  the 
annual  meeting  October  21.  Last  week’s 
issue  of  this  newspaper  carried  a  partial 
list.  Space  problems  precluded  the  entire 
listing. 

The  following  officers  for  1974-75  were 
also  installed  during  the  October 
meeting:  Mission  Coordinators  - 
Christian  Global  Concerns,  Mrs.  F.  E. 
Kennon,  First  Church,  Minden;  Christian 
Personhood,  Mrs.  Walter  Brock,  First 
Church,  Baton  Rouge;  Christian  Social 
Involvement,  Mrs.  Arthur  Johnson, 
Shreveport;  Supportive  Community, 
Mrs.  E.  Mae  Calvin,  New  Orleans. 

Also,  Secretary  of  Program  Resources, 
Mrs.  Martin  Wagnon,  First  Church, 
Jennings;  Chairperson,  Committee  on 
Membership,  Mrs.  Nancy  Tebow,  Haas 
Memorial,  Bunkie;  Chairperson, 
Committee  on  Nominations,  Mrs.  Nell 
Read,  Farmerville. 


The  Rev.  Carole  Cotton  Winn,  directing 
televised  Bible  Study. 

Ministers  “We  Care” 
Mission  held  at 
Broadmoor,  Shreveport 

& 
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Jack  Cooke 

Broadmoor  Church,  Shreveport,  was 
host  to  fifty  ministers  from  the  Louisiana 
Conference  for  a  three-day  “mission  of 
caring”  to  the  membership  of  the  church. 
Representing  every  clergy  group  in  the 
state  -  district  superintendents,  pastors, 
administrative  personnel,  educators,  and 
ministers  in  certain  special  ap¬ 
pointments  —  the  mission  reached  out  to 
children,  youth,  adults,  shut-ins,  inactive 
and  active  members  through  visitation 
in  homes,  sharing  and  discussion  groups, 
and  worship  times. 

The  mission  was  held  October  6-8.  The 
Rev.  Jack  Cooke  is  pastor  at  Broadmoor. 


Around  our  Conference 


Carrollton  Church,  New  Orleans,  uses 
a  combination  of  its  mid-week  and 
Sunday  bulletins  to  get  its  needs  across  to 
its  members.  Throughout  the  year,  it 
publishes  special  “Needs  of  the  Week”  in 
its  bulletins  and  periodically  fills  up  a 
bulletin  board  in  the  breezeway  with 
these  bulletins.  The  needs  range  from 
appeals  for  funds,  to  increased  at¬ 
tendance,  to  more  prayer  power,  to  more 
visits  to  the  sick,  to  more  love  for  your 
neighbor.  Currently  the  church  has  a 
“question  of  the  week”  series,  which  will 
be  followed  by  a  “challenge  of  the  week” 
series.  The  Rev.  J.  Pierce  McKeithen  is 
pastor  and  author  of  the  versatile  need 
series. 


The  Fairview  Churches  held  a  suc¬ 
cessful  revival  in  late  September.  Pastor 
is  Elmer  Malone.  During  the  revival,  the 
Rev.  J.  Henry  Bowdon,  Sr.  preached  his 
6,000th  sermon! 


First  Church,  Jennings,  held 
evangelistic  services  September  23-25. 
Eskel  L.  Tatum  is  pastor.  Assisting  in  the 
services  were  the  Reverends  Byrd  L. 
Terry,  First  Church,  DeQuincy,  and  Ed 
Parks,  Live  Oak  Church,  Watson. 


Continuing  its  community  outreach 
program  which  stresses  concern  for  the 
individual,  Jefferson  Church  (Jefferson) 
is  sponsoring  a  “Sweet  Adelines”  concert 
at  the  church  on  October  18,  7:30  P.M. 
According  to  Mrs.  N.  F.  Coco,  coor¬ 
dinator  for  youth  and  family  relations, 
“This  is  the  first  in  a  series  of  programs 
sponsored  by  the  Church  and  planned  to 
reflect  the  varied  interests  of  its 
parishioners.”  The  Rev.  Douglas  L. 
Davis  is  Pastor. 


St.  Matthew  Church,  New  Orleans, 
celebrated  its  104th  Anniversary  on 
September  15,  with  Bishop  Finis  A. 
Crutchfield  as  guest  speaker.  The  Rev. 
Nathan  Daniels,  Jr.  is  pastor. 


First  Church,  Welsh,  held  revival 
services  September  23-25,  with  Tom 
Crosby,  pastor  of  Maplewood,  leading  the 
preaching.  Ira  M.  Robinson  is  pastor. 


The  Jackson  Church,  Albert  A.  Collins, 
Pastor,  has  announced  the  addition  to  its 
staff  of  Miss  Sheri  Dawson  and  Miss 
Julia  Calhoun  as  youth  directors. 


“The  most  important  thing... 
the  impression” 


Mrs.  Paul  Mahaffey,  member  of 
Magnolia  Church,  Greenwell  Springs, 
was  presented  a  UMW  Special  Mem¬ 
bership  pin  at  a  recent  service,  in  honor 
of  her  church-wide  service.  The 
presentation  was  made  by  Mrs.  A1  Teed, 
President  of  the  Magnolia  UMW. 


First  Church,  Slidell,  culminated  its 
“New  Life  Mission”  last  week  with  a 
series  of  preaching  services  led  by  the 
Rev.  Maxie  Dunnam,  Director  of  the 
Department  of  Prayer  Life  and 
Fellowship  of  the  Upper  Room,  Nash¬ 
ville,  Tenn.  A  variety  of  activities 
surrounded  the  program,  including  a 
School  of  Prayer,  a  Marriage  Enrich¬ 
ment  seminar,  and  fellowship  times. 
Music  was  furnished  by  the  Chancel 
Choir,  the  Bell  Choirs  and  by  guest  choir 
from  Hartzell-Mt.  Zion  Church,  Slidell. 
Phil  Woodland  is  pastor  at  First  Church. 


By  CINDY  SKAGGS 

In  late  July  a  group  of  23,  including  the 
Rev.  Willis  Dear,  five  counselors,  and  17 
high  school  students  from  First  Church, 
Slidell,  set  out  for  Somerset,  Ky.,  in  the 
Appalachian  Mountains,  to  participate  in 
a  work  camp. 

It  was  not  surprising  that  the  at¬ 
mosphere  was  uneasy  at  first.  Perhaps 
the  families  feared  that  we  would  “look 
down”  on  them,  and  we  feared  that  they 
might  resent  us.  But  this  was  readily 
overcome.  We  became  very  close. 

The  men  of  the  families  worked  long 
and  hard,  for  little  pay,  while  the  women 
stayed  with  their  children  and  took  care 
of  the  homes.  Their  homes  were  clean 
and  comfortable,  in  spite  of  the 
dilapidated  appearance.  They  took  pride 
in  their  meager  surroundings. 

The  houses  were  on  the  outskirts  of  a 
government  housing  project,  and  were  in 
such  bad  condition  that  a  county  official 
had  tried  to  have  them  burned  down. 

All  of  the  houses  needed  extensive 

ilU3 


repair  —  paint,  roofs,  flooring,  ceilings, 
windows,  etc.  One  house  could  hardly  be 
called  a  house;  it  was  more  like  a  shed. 
But  we  worked  together,  painting  and 
repairing,  and  everyone  agreed  that  the 
three  houses  took  on  a  happier  and  more 
livable  appearance. 

The  most  important  thing  about  this 
whole  trip  was  the  impression  it  made  on 
everyone  involved.  We  left  Kentucky 
with  a  spirit  of  love  and  service  which 
grew  as  the  week  went  on.  We  were 
motivated  by  love  to  do  something 
positive  to  help  people,  and  this  love 
helped  us  overcome  any  problems  we 
might  have  faced.  Our  enthusiasm 
spread  through  the  entire  community, 
and  we  only  hope  that  it  affected  the  lives 
of  these  people  as  it  did  ours.  We  left 
Somerset  with  a  sense  of  ac¬ 
complishment,  feeling  that  helping  to 
restore  a  person’s  dignity  and  increase 
his  pride,  is  fulfilling  what  God  wants  us 
to  do  in  His  name  and  through  His  love. 


The  Francis  Asbury  Church,  Baton 
Rouge,  is  using  the  new  “Workbook  for 
Local  Church  Planning”  in  making  its 
plans  for  1975.  Bob  Bolger,  chairperson  of 
the  Francis  Asbury  Council  on 
Ministries,  is  leading  the  use  of  this 
resource.  Larry  Maddin  is  Pastor  at 
Francis  Asbury,  having  been  transferred 
into  the  Louisiana  Conference  in  June 
from  the  Southwest  Texas  Conference. 
The  Maddins  have  three  children,  and 
Mrs.  Maddin  works  in  the  Baton  Rouge 
Public  Schools. 


First  Church,  Pineville  held  a  Mission 
Festival  during  the  month  of  September 
during  which  mission  projects  of  the  La. 
Conference  were  emphasized. 


Broadmoor  Church,  Shreveport  ob¬ 
served  the  35th  Anniversary  of  its 
beginning  with  a  special  service  on  the 
15th  of  September  with  Dr.  George 
Pearce,  Jr.,  the  first  pastor,  doing  the 
preaching. 


St.  Bernard  Church,  James  O.  Evans, 
Pastor,  will  be  open  to  its  members  and 
friends  in  the  event  of  hurricanes  in  the 
area.  The  pastor  will  be  the  “chief  at¬ 
tendant"  during  those  times,  and  any 
person  who  would  feel  safer  during  such 
emergencies  is  welcome.  A  reminder 
from  the  church :  if  you  come,  remember 
to  bring  items  such  as  food,  clothing  and 
blankets. 


Young  adult  ministry 
Laboratory  and  Seminar 
set  for  November  8-10 


The  United  Methodist  Church’s 
ministry  with  young  adults  will  be  the 
focus  of  a  two  and  one  half  day 
Laboratory  School  and  Seminar  to  be 
held  November  8-10  at  The  Uniting 
Campus  Ministry  Center  on  the 
Louisiana  State  University  campus  in 
Baton  Rouge. 

The  Lab  is  sponsored  by  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Council  on  Ministries  and 
will  bring  together  persons  from  across 
the  Conference  involved  in  ministry  with 
Young  adults  —  pastors,  lay  persons, 
district  coordinators  of  young  adult 
ministry,  and  two  certified  trainers  from 
the  Board  of  Discipleship  in  Nashville. 
Leaders  of  the  Lab  will  be  Aileen  M. 
Sanborn,  Director  of  Training,  and 
Clifford  E.  Kolb,  Curriculum  Resourcer, 
both  of  Nashville. 

Persons  will  be  enrolled  in  the 
Laboratory  as  a  member  of  a  team  from 
a  local  church  including  at  least  the 
pastor,  one  young  adult,  and  one  adult  or 
adult  couple  from  that  church.  For  a 
church  to  participate  these  three  persons 
must  be  participants  in  the  Laboratory. 
According  to  Ms.  Sanborn,  "In  a  young 
adult  laboratory  under  certified 
leadership,  the  pastor,  the  adult  worker 
and  the  young  adult  from  a  local  church 
learn  to  work  together  effectively.  They 
gain  insights  and  understanding  about 
the  special  needs  of  this  age  group.”  The 
team  should  plan  to  attend  all  sessions 
from  beginning  to  end,  Friday  evening 
through  Sunday  afternoon. 

William  M.  Finnin,  Jr.,  campus 
minister  at  L.S.U.  and  William 
McCutcheon,  pastor  of  St.  Paul’s  Church, 
Brownsfield,  will  coordinate  registration 


and  arrangements  for  the  Lab.  They 
indicate  that  while  district  co-ordinators 
of  Young  Adult  Ministry  with  others  from 
their  local  churches  will  be  given  first 
consideration  in  registration,  registra¬ 
tion  is  open  to  all  churches  across  the 
Conference.  Enrollment  will  be  limited  to 
25  persons. 

Cost  of  the  Lab  will  be  $20.00  per 
church  team  of  three  persons  and  a 
additional  $5.00  per  person  for  additional 
team  members.  This  fee  will  include  one 
meal,  Saturday  lunch.  Other  meals  will 
be  taken  in  the  community  young  adult 
environments.  Some  additional  expense 
will  be  involved  with  the  “Exposure 
Trip”  on  Saturday  evening  as  persons 
visit  places  where  young  adults  go  on 
Saturday  evenings. 

Housing  for  teams  will  be  provided  on 
the  L.S.U.  campus  at  Pleasant  Hall,  a 
spacious  conference  facility.  Single 
rooms  are  $6.00  per  person  per  night; 
doubles  are  $5.00/  person/  night;  triples 
are  $3.50/  person/  night.  Prices  are 
determined  by  the  number  of  persons  in  a 
room.  Housing  is  in  addition  to  the 
registration  fee. 

Laboratory  participants  will  meet  on 
Friday  evening  at  7  P.M.  at  The  Uniting 
Campus  Ministry  Center,  333  East 
Chimes  Street,  Baton  Rouge.  Deadline 
for  registration  is  October  25,  1974. 
Additional  information  may  be  secured 
by  writing  Young  Adult  Laboratory, 
TUCM  Center,  333  East  Chimes,  Baton 
Rouge,  La.  70802.  Team  registrations 
may  be  sent  to  William  Finnin,  Jr.  at  the 
above  address.  Registrations  will  be 
acknowledged. 


Dedication  of  the  Mathews  Church  was  held  on  September  15.  Shown  here  are 
Pastor  B.  Joseph  Martin  and  visiting  pastors  Bob  Lawton,  Vernon  Fairley,  and  Joe 
Rountree. 


Louisiana 

representatives  attend 
foundations  meeting 

Bishop  Finis  Crutchfield  appointed  Dr. 
R.  Leonard  Cooke,  Conference 
Treasurer,  the  Rev.  Clyde  S.  Clark, 
chairman  of  the  Cabinet,  and  the  Rev. 
Ralph  Cain,  Area  Provost  to  attend  a 
meeting  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  September  30- 
October  1  of  the  National  United 
Methodist  Association  of  Conference 
Foundations. 

Purpose  of  the  meeting  was  to  discuss 
the  work  of  the  Foundations  which  are 
involved  in  securing  wills,  legacies  and 
bequests  on  behalf  of  the  Conferences 
involved.  Long  range  plans  include  the 
establishment  of  a  Louisiana  Conference 
Foundation.  Representatives  from 
Conferences  throughout  .  United 
Methodism  attended  the  meeting  in  St. 
Louis. 

Retirees  honored 
on  Ministry  Sunday 

On  Ministry  Sunday  the  Oak  Park 
church  honored  the  retired  ministers  and 
wives  of  the  Lake  Charles  district  in  a 
service  at  the  morning  worship  hour 
followed  by  a  congregational  dinner. 
Rev.  Ralph  Cain,  Louisiana  Area 
Provost,  was  the  preacher. 

Those  honored  were  Dr.  and  Mrs.  C.  B. 
White,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  J.  Henry  Bowdon, 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Hubert  Gibbs,  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
G.  W.  Pomeroy,  and  the  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
James  Knight.  Corsages  were  provided 
for  the  wives  by  the  UMW  of  the  Oak 
Park  church.  The  Rev.  Deen  Thompson 
is  the  pastor. 


Shreveport  UMW 
to  met  at 
Lakeview  Church 

The  Shreveport  District  United 
Methodist  Women  will  hold  its  Annual 
District  Conference,  October  13  at  2  P.M. 
at  Lakeview  Church.  Featured  speaker 
will  be  Dr.  Benedict  A.  Galloway,  Pastor 
of  Noel  Memorial  Church.  Other  guests 
appearing  on  the  program  are  Dr.  Carl 
Lueg,  District  Superintendent;  the  Rev. 
William  Nolan,  Pastor  of  Lakeview;  and 
Mrs.  James  O.  Graves,  who  will  be 
soloist. 

Mrs.  Wiley  B.  Gardner,  President  of 
Shreveport  Distript  UMW  will  be  giving 
her  annual  report  and  presiding.  The 
agenda  includes  election  of  officers, 
recognition  of  retiring  officers  and  a 
pledge  service.  Several  members  of  the 
organization  will  appear  on  the  program 
and  serve  as  hostesses. 

5  Attention:  camping  f 

•:  A  meeting  for  District  Directors  **• 

:•  of  Camping  and  the  Conference 
•:  Committee  on  Camps  and  Con-  £ 
£  ferences  will  be  held  at  First 
•j  Church,  Pineville,  October  23,  £ 
•j  from  10  A.M.  -  3  P.M.  the  Rev.  £ 
;j:  William  Eubanks,  pastor  of  First  £ 
£  Church,  Eunice,  is  in  charge  of  the  £ 
•j;  meeting.  | 


First  Church  of  Baton  Rouge  has 
transferred  funds  contributed  to  the 
Warren  Johnston  Memorial  Fund  in 
honor  of  Dr.  Warren  Johnston,  pastor  of 
that  church  at  one  time,  to  the  president 
of  Hendrix  College,  to  become  a  part  of 
the  Warren  Johnston  Memorial 
Scholarship  Fund. 


The  Monroe  District  will  have  an 
Evangelistic  Crusade  in  the  Civic  Center 
Theater  October  13-20. 


Grace  Church  in  Ruston  has  begun  an 
early  service  at  8  A.M.  to  help  solve 
parking  problems. 


Participating  in  the  School  of  Christian  Mission  at  Arcadia  Church,  from  left: 
Mary  Lou  Ledbetter,  Polly  McGehee  (President,  Ruston  District);  Carolyn  Smith; 
Nell  Read;  Betty  Rowell;  Rev.  William  Rowell. 
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There  are  few  problems  more 
frustrating  than  dealing  with  stereo¬ 
types. 

That’s  a  fact  that  members  of  both  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  (BGM)  and 
the  Evangelical  Mission  Council  (EMC) 
came  face  to  face  with  as  the  two  groups 
met  for  dialogue  in  Chicago  recently  (see 
TM/  UMR.  Oct.  4). 

Stereotypes  are  vicious  opponents  of 
truth  and  understanding,  but  most  times 
come  to  us  carrying  great  authority. 
They  have  that  authority  because  we 
human  beings  are  disposed  to  grant  it. 
After  all,  a  stereotype  is: 

•  easy  to  understand.  It’s  usually  a 
model  of  simplicity  and  deals  with  what 
we  want  to  believe  anyway. 

•  easy  to  defend.  It  requires  little  or 
no  fact  and  therefore  cannot  be  logically 
argued  against. 

•  a  great  time  saver.  It  allows  us  to 
group  masses  of  people,  organizations, 
causes  or  viewpoints  together  for  one 

F  aith  must  extend 
to  all  of  life 

United  Methodist  Bishop  James 
Armstrong,  who  appears  to  be  followed 
by  controversy  wherever  he  goes,  is  back 
in  the  news  —  this  time  with  125  members 
of  the  Sioux  Falls,  S.  D.,  First  United 
Methodist  Church  urging  him  to  stay  out 
of  “political  activities”  (See  TM/  UMR, 
Oct.  4). 

They  were  angered  by  a  letter  Bishop 
Armstrong  sent  recently  to  newspaper 
editors  in  South  Dakota.  In  the  letter  he 
referred  to  “media  distortions”  in  the 
1972  presidential  campaign  and  asked 
that  “fair  and  equal  treatment”  be  given 
by  newspapers  to  candidates  in 
senatorial  races  now  going  on  in  that 
state.  The  church  group  said  in  its 
resolution  against  the  bishop  that  he 
should  “refrain  from  political  and  other 
secular  affairs  putside  the  normal  pat¬ 
tern  of  church  behavior.” 

It  is  sad  that  a  group  of  United 
Methodists  could  make  such  a  statement. 
Although  we  may  agree  or  disagree  with 
the  political  leanings  or  opinions  of 
Bishop  Armstrong,  we  feel  that  he  has 
both  the  right  and  the  duty  to  speak  out  as 
his  conscience  dictates  on  any  moral  or 
ethical  question.  There  can  be  no 
separate,  untouchable  category  set  up 
and  labeled  “secular,”  and  another  set 
aside  as  “spiritual.” 

A  contributing  factor  in  many  of  our 
national  ills  today  is  that  the  church  and 
its  leaders  often  don’t  become  involved 
enough  in  the  secular  world  to  make  a 
difference.  Where  clergymen  were  once 
leaders  of  their  communities,  as  well  as 
their  churches,  more  and  more  ministers 
and  other  church  leaders  have  turned 
inward  to  “safer”  problems  inside  the 
confines  of  their  congregations. 

The  case  was  stated  very  well  by  Dean 
Roy  M.  Fisher  of  the  University  of 
Missouri  School  of  Journalism  during  a 
speech  in  late  September  to  a  gathering 
of  church  communicators  (TM/  UMR, 
Oct.  4).  Mr.  Fisher  was  not  referring 
specifically  to  the  situation  of  Bishop 
Armstrong,  but  his  message  is  clearly 
applicable. 

He  said:  “  .  .  .  there  are  those  who 
believe  that  our  church  is  in  peril 
because  it  has  done  too  much,  become  too 
controversial  about  our  social  problems ; 
but  the  fact  is  that  the  church  is  in  trouble 
because  it  has  done  too  little  —  to  con¬ 
vince  the  world  that  it  is  really  on  the 
level.” 

We  do  not  believe  it  is  overly  important 
whether  we  agree  with  Bishop  Arm¬ 
strong’s  opinion,  or  the  opinion  of  other 
church  leaders,  on  any  given  issue.  We  do 
believe  it  is  important  that  United 
Methodist  leaders  —  whether  bishops, 
parish  ministers,  or  laypersons  —  let 
their  faith  speak  to  all  facets  of  life.  To 
hide  our  light  under  a  bushel,  or  expect 
others  to  do  so,  is  irresponsible.  We  have 
no  legitimate  alternative,  as  followers  of 
Christ,  to  involvement  in  the  world. 


great,  time-saving  analysis. 

It  was  obvious  in  the  recent  exchange 
between  BGM  and  EMC  representatives 
that  a  number  of  stereotypes  were  in 
active  use  by  both  sides.  Fortunately,  it 
appeared  that  there  were  persons  on  both 
sides  of  the  issues  who  also  recognized 
many  of  the  stereotypes  coming  into 
play. 

Much  of  that  meeting  was  spent  by 
both  sides  in  efforts  to  tear  down  a  few  of 
the  stereotype  barriers  that  have  done  so 
much  to  prevent  real  communication 
between  the  two  factions.  As  the  barriers 
came  down  it  became  more  and  more 
obvious  that,  as  one  participant  said, 
“We  have  much  more  in  common  here 
than  we  have  in  conflict.” 

That’s  a  good  thing  for  all  board  and 
agency  members,  national  church  staff, 
bishops,  and  the  church’s  total  mem¬ 
bership  to  keep  in  mind  as  the  UMC 
enters  the  month  of  October  with  its 
heavy  agenda  of  official  meetings.  .It’s 
easy  to  look  at  an  issue  in  terms  of  the 
prejudgements  and  stereotypes  we  have 
about  the  persons  or  groups  supporting 
that  issue.  But  it’s  Christian  to  look  at 
each  issue,  one  at'  a  time,  and  on 
individual  merit. 

The  Board  of  Global  Ministries  and  the 
Evangelical  Missions  Council  seem  to  be 
headed  that  direction.  May  we  all  learn 
from  the  example. 
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Letters  to  the  Editor 


By  VERNON  SCHMID 

We  send  rockets  speeding  toward  the 
moon  and  other  planets  and  let  the  earth 
swim  in  grief.  We  speed  along  super 
highways  removed  from  the  blurred 
countryside  where  shacks  house  the 
rural  poor.  We  dart  through  by-passes 
that  lead  through  cities  and  away  from 
the  ghettos.  We  fail  to  see  the  people 
living  in  those  shacks  and  apartments 
and  houses.  To  fail  to  see  them  is  to  deny 
them  and  to  deny  them  is  to  deny  our¬ 
selves.  Those  persons  are  children  of  God’ 
as  we  are  children  of  God.  They  are  our 
brothers  and  sisters. , 

St.  Luke  records  these  words  of  Jesus. 
“Blessed  are  you  poor,  for  yours  is  the 
kingdom  of  God.  Blessed  are  you  that 
hunger  now,  for  you  shall  be  satisfied.” 
(Luke  6:20-21  RSV)  But  the  words  of 
Jesus  do  not  stop  there.  He  goes  on  to  say, 
“But,  woe  to  you  that  are  rich,  for  you 
have  received  your  consolation.  Woe  to 
you  that  are  full  now,  for  you  shall 
hunger.”  (Luke  6:24-25  RSV) 

We  Christians  are  faced  today  with  the 
staggering  knwoledge  that  over  35 
million  in  America  are  poor.  That  is 
those  who  live  below  what  is  adequate  for 
subsistance  in  the  United  States.  We,  as 
Christians,  must  also  recognize  that  we 
are  responsible  for  their  uplifting. 

There  is  no  middle  of  the  road  for 
Christians.  We  cannot  escape  the  com¬ 
mitment  we  have  made  to  Christ.  We 
must  either  do  as  Jesus  commanded  us  to 
do  or  disobey  our  Lord.  There  is  no  in- 
between.  There  is  no  fence  we  can  walk. 

The  Fourth  Assembly  of  the  World 
Council  of  Churches  meeting  in  Sweden 
was  faced  with  the  problem  of  worldwide 
poverty.  They  issued  this  statement: 
“The  Word  of  God  testified  that  Christ 
takes  the  side  of  the  poor  and  the  op¬ 
pressed.  We  Christians  who  have  not 
always  taken  sides  as  he  did,  now  see  a 
worldwide  struggle  for  economic  justice. 
We  should  work  to  vindicate  the  right  of 
the  poor  and  oppressed  and  to  establish 
economic  justice  among  the  nations  and 
within  each  state.” 

It  is  a  realistic  fact  there  will  always  be 
poor.  It  is  also  realistic  that  there  will 
always  be  rich.  But  to  have  poverty  of 


“Here  I  Stand”  is  a  forum  in  which 
TM/  UMR  readers  may  express 
their  concerns  and  opinions  about 
the  church. 

This  week’s  contributor,  the  Rev. 
Vernon  Schmid,  is  Minister  to  Youth 
at  the  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Paola,  Kansas. 

such  magnitude  in  the  midst  of  the  in¬ 
ternational  wealth  today  is  in  direct 
contrast  to  all  the  precepts  of  the  Gospel 
of  Jesus  Christ. 

Jesus  said  there  would  always  be  poor. 
He  did  not  say  that  they  should  be  forever 
relegated  to  living  in  subhuman  con¬ 
ditions. 

There  are  poor  in  every  community  in 
America.  There  are,  statistically 
speaking,  more  poor  white  people  than 
poor  blacks.  Poverty  is  not  just  a 
minority  problem.  Poverty  is  not  an 
impersonal  thing,  but  rather  it  is  a  very 
personal  thing.  Poverty  is  men,  women 
and  children.  Poverty  is  over  thirty 
million  Americans  suffering  every  day 
from  a  lack  of  food,  adequate  health 
care,  warm  clothing  in  winter,  shelter, 
and  all  the  things  so  many  of  us  take  for 
granted. 

They  are  our  responsibility.  As 
Christians  we  must  consider  the  com¬ 
mand  to  love  our  neighbor  as  ourselves. 
As  Christians  we  must  look  at  Luke’s 
words  of  woe  and  reflect  on  that  con¬ 
demnation  of  the  oppressors.  We  are 
oppressors  when  we  become  a  part  of  the 
system  that  says  to  some  they  must  live 
in  a  state  of  poverty.  We  are  oppressors 
when  our  time  and  possessions  cannot  be 
shared  with  the  people  who  live  in 
poverty.  We  are  oppressors  when  we 
remain  in  a  silent  part  of  a  system  that 
condones  such  conditions. 

The  facts  are  that  the  poor  are  not  poor 
because  they  are  lazy.  They  are  poor 
because  of  the  conditions  of  society.  If 
you  are  non-white,  in  a  family  with  no 
earners,  in  a  family  whose  head  is 
female,  between  the  ages  of  14  and  25  or 
over  65  years  of  age,  live  in  a  rural  farm 
area,  have  fewer  than  eight  years  of 
education,  or  live  in  the  South,  you  have  a 
perfect  chance  at  being  poor.  Not  all 
these  are  requirements  for  poverty,  but 


among  these  conditions  rests  the  formula 
that  determines  the  have-nots  in  the 
United  States. 

You  can  read  the  faces  of  the  poor  and 
you  see  dirty  streets,  run-down  homes, 
crowded  apartments,  yelling  childreh, 
limited  play  areas,  the  stench  of  gar¬ 
bage,  the  anger  of  frustration,  the  un¬ 
certainty  of  tomorrow.  It  is  these  con¬ 
ditions  that  steal  from  the  poor  a  most 
N  important  treasure,  that  of  dignity.  It  is 
these  conditions  that  place  the  fingers  of 
futility  around  the  throat  of  the  poor  and 
chokes  them  slowly  to  death. 

The  culture  of  poverty  itself  breeds 
more  poverty.  The  chances  are  that  the 
children  of  die  poor  will  themselves  be 
poor.  It  is  a  condition  that  feeds  itself. 

This  nation  declared  a  War  on  Poverty. 
It  has  failed.  Too  few  people  with  too 
little  money  and  too  little  time  have 
maintained  an  uphill  battle  against 
poverty  and  they  are  faced  with  defeat. 

Where  do  we,  the  Christian  com¬ 
munity,  stand  in  the  midst  of  this  over¬ 
whelming  fact  of  life?  Are  we  to  continue 
to  sit  back  and  let  the  world  go  by  or  are 
we  ready  to  do  as  Christ  did  and  take 


sides? 

I  submit  that  we  must  no  longer  sit  on 
the  fence,  but  that  we  must  stand 
alongside  Christ  in  a  real  and  meaningful 
way  as  we  rise  up  to  meet  the  inhumanity 
of  poverty.  It  we  as  members  of  the  Body 
of  Christ  begin  to  reflect  his  love  and 
charity  and  hope,  our  brothers  and 
sisters  will  no  longer  have  to  suffer.  We 
cannot  think  otherwise.  We  must  be 
either  for  the  poor  or  against  them.  To  be 
for  them  is  to  be  Christian.  To  be  against 
them  is  to  be  unchristian. 

Being  against  them  may  take  many 
forms.  It  could  mean  that  we  do  not  have 
time.  It  could  mean  that  we  feel  our 
resources  cannot  be  shared.  It  could 
mean  we  just  plain  do  not  care  about  the 
plight  of  the  poor.  But,  hear  the  word  of 
woe  from  Jesus. 

I  believe  that  Christians  the  world  over 
must  stand  up  and  bpgin  to  stride  across 
the  boundaries  of  society  in  an  all-out 
confrontation  with  the  oppressive  powers 
that  produce  haves  and  have-nots.  I  cpll 
for  a  stand  by  the  churches  who  claim 
Christ  as  their  redeemer.  I  call  for  loye 
as  Christ  called  us  to  love. 


On  the  TM/UMR  Beat 


T.  Otto  Nall 


Personal  lessons:  to 
us  from  Watergate 


As  the  stench  from  the  public  nuisance 
we  called  “Watergate”  fades  away,  we 
Americans  —  all  of  us  —  should  feel 
really  uncomfortable  about  the  share  of 
guilt  that  each  one  of  us  bears.  We  cannot 
escape  the  blame  by  jailing  the  law 
breakers  and  pressuring  our  congress 
and  legislatures  to  pass  laws  to  prevent 
future  Watergates.  A  whole  herd  of 
political  scapegoats  will  not  come  our 
way  again. 

Because  we  have  been  reminded  that 
“righteousness  exalts  a  nation,  but  sin  is 
a  reproach  for  any  people,”  we  had 
better  clean  up  our  own  personal  living. 
The  horrendous  social  sinning  we  have 
seen  is  a  macrocosm  of  our  puny  per¬ 


Readers  continue  amnesty /pardon  debate 


To  the  Editor: 

I  thank  you  for  the  splendid  editorial  in 
the  issue  of  Sept.  27  on  “Justice,  mercy 
and  the  Christian  faith.”  I  found  it  both 
logical  and  Christian  in  spirit,  as  well  as 
inclusive,  disciminate  and  well- 
balanced.  Of  course,  it  helped  a  little  that 
you  happened  to  say  what  I  believe. 

You  must  and  should  take  great 
satisfaction  in  giving  us  such  a  con¬ 
sistently  good  paper,  of  which  your  own 
editorials  are  by  no  means  the  least  part. 

J.  Troy  Hickman 
Bastrop,  Texas 

Editorials .  forum  valuable 

To  the  Editor: 

May  I  commend  you  for  the  editorial 
“Justice,  mercy  and  the  Christian  faith 
(TM/  UMR,  Sept.  27).  Your  editorials 
continue  to  be  an  invaluable  forum  for  a 
fair  discussion  of  issues  confronting 
Christians  today.  „ 

Richard  D.  Bailey 
Dover,  Delaware 

Am  nesly  will  best  serve 
need  for  reconciliation 

To  the  Editor: 

Thank  you  for  your  editorial,  “Justice, 
mercy  and  the  Christian  faith”  (Sep¬ 
tember  27, 1974).  I  was  most  pleased  with 
your  concluding  paragraph,  for  I  too 
want  to  affirm  both  unconditional  am¬ 
nesty  and  a  commitment  to  civil  law  and 
civil  justice.  ‘  ’ 

I  have  been  a  part  of  the  military 
(Navy)  for  over  32  years  with  limited 
active  duty  during  the  Vietnam  War  and 
extended  combat  duty  in  World  War  II 
and  the  Korean  War.  I  have  no  apologies 
for  my  service  to  the  United  States.  My 
decisions  to  serve  throughout  these 
years,  right  or  wrong,  were  an  effort  to 
serve  my  country  in  a  way  consistent 
with  the  claim^  of  the  Gospel.  Some  saw 
such  military  ’  service  as  dishonoring 
their  nation,  especially  during  the 
Vietnam  undeclared  war.  We  may  well 
see,  in  the  long  run,  that  their  resistance 
to  the  draft  or  desertion  from  the  armed 
forces  was  a  more  patriotic  act  than 
those  of  us  who  served  in  the  military. 
But  whoever  made  the  right  choice,  now 
is  the  time  for  reconciliation,  and  I  am 
convinced  that  general,  unconditional 
amnesty  best  serves  that  end. 

Wilfred  Bailey 
Dallas,  Texas 
A at  choice  but  recognition 
To  the  Editor: 

Thank  you  for  your  articles  concerning 
those  who  still  are  alienated  from  our 
country  due  to  the  Vietnam  War. 

The  question  of  amnesty  has  not  been 
an  easy  one  for  many  Americans.  It  is 
unfortunate  that  amnesty  means 
choosing  between  those  who  fought  and 
those  who  chose  not  to  fight. 

In  my  own  thinking  it  is  not  a  matter  of 
choice  or  choosing  between,  but  is  a 
recognition  that  we  want  all  those  who 
fought,  those  who  are  prisoners  or 
missing,  and  those  who  chose  to  flee  to  be 
returned  to  their  families  and  to  society 
so  that  we  can  again  show  that  our 
strength  comes  through  our  willingness 
to  accept,  regardless  of  a  person’s 
situation.  Mahan  Archer 

Knoxville.  Tennessee 
ll  s  [possible  In  be  both 
patriotic  ami  Christian 
To  the  Editor: 

I  want  to  register  a  strong  protest  to 


your  stand  on  amnesty. 

I  do  not  feel  amnesty  should  be  granted 
to  cowards  or  traitors. 

I  do  not  feel  it  is  a  conflict  of  interest  to 
be  loyal  to  both  your  God  and  your 
country.  By  serving  in  our  armed  forces 
tfqfo  are  serving  both  simultaneously.  By 
preserving  democracy,  we  are  insuring 
a  safe  place  for  Christians  to  live,  to 
worship-  and  to  spread. 

I  ask  you  —  How  many  missionaries  do 
y/e  have  in  North  Vietnam?  China?  the 
Soviet  Union?  How  large  a  percentage  of 
the  population  of  these  countries  are 
Christian?  I’m  sure  you  haven’t  many 
missions  there  and  a  very  small  per¬ 
centage  are  Christians.  As  communism 
takes  over  a  country,  religion  is  sur- 
pressed  or  even  forbidden. 

Therefore,  if  we  continue  to  give  aid 
and  assistance  to  our  draft  dodgers  and 
deserters,  we  are  encouraging  others  in 
the  future  to  avoid  their  responsibilities 
to  their  country  and  God.  Neither 
democracy  or  Christianity  can  survive 
by  running  away. 

Jesus  Christ  didn’t  run  from  his 
responsibilities  and  He  knew  that  death 
was  a  certainty. 

Those  men  drafted  know  there  is  only  a 
small  chance  they  will  meet  death. 

Being  a  CO  does  not  mean  a  man  must 
desert  or  avoid  the  service.  I  have  served 
along  side  many  CO’s  during  my  20  years 
in  service,  and  they  served  with  pride 
and  honor.  They  were  given  non- 
combatant  assignments  and  were  not 
forced  to  fight  or  kill. 

Your  paper  infers  that  anyone  that  is  a 
loyal  American  is  a  fool!  I  cannot  agree! 

Robert  Otti 
O’Fallon,  Missouri 

Share  Itenefits ?  Share  costs 

To  the  Editop 

The  article  regarding  Russ  Hayward 
was  most  encouraging  (TM/  UMR,  Sept. 
27).  He  says  he  faces  “constant  distrust.” 

I  am  ^pcouraged.  The  American  people 
are  not  yet  ready  to  accept  the  man  who 
takes  all  of  the  benefits  of  American^ 
citizenship,  but  is  unwilling  to  pay  a  price  ( 
for  passing  those  benefits  to  future 
generations. 

A  man  said  to  St.  Paul  that  for  Roman 
citizenship  he  had  paid  a  great  price.  For 
our  citizenship  thousands  of  men  and 
women  have  paid  a  great  price,  including 
life  itself.  My  family  has  paid  a  great 
price,  including  the  service  of  three 
members  in  World  War  I,  three  members 
in  World  War  II,  and  my  only  son,  left  for 
dead  on  a  battlefield.  We  are  not  willing 
to  share  the  benefits  with  those  who 
refuse  to  share  the  cost. 

I  am  encouraged  that  the  man  who 
refused  to  share  the  cost,  but  demands 
the  benefits,  has  found  that  other 
Americans  feel  as  I  do. 

John  W.  Carrothers 
Mill  Valley,  California 
Partially  yes;  am  nest  v,  no! 
To  the  Editor: 

I  have  read  the  TM/  UMR  issue  of  9-20- 
74  and  would  like  to  say  that  I  believe 
President  Ford’s  pardoning  of  Nixon  was 
right,  because  Mr.  Nixon  has  done  much 
for  the  nation,  and  has  already  been 
severely  punished  for  any  part  he  may 
have  had  in  the  Watergate  scandal.  He 
was  tried  and  condemned  by  the  media 
and  by  the  public,  and  forced  to  resign.  A 
lair  trial  would  be  impossible.  Besides 
that,  he  is  in  no  physical  condition  to  face 
a  trial. 

Amnesty  for  deserters  and  draft 


dodgers,  however,  is  an  entirely  different 
matter.  Some  may  have  been  earnest, 
conscientious  objectors,  who  fled 
because  they  were  too  immature  to  plead 
CO  and  accept  some  form  of  non- 
combatant  duty.  Every  citizen  owes 
some  loyalty  to  the  nation.  No  right- 
thinking  person  can  have  much  respect 
for  those  who  demand  all  the  privileges 
and  advantages  to  which  a  citizen  is 
entitled,  but  refuse  to  shoulder  the 
responsibilities.  If  these  men  are  now 
ready  to  be  loyal  citizens,  let  them  accept 
the  conditional  amnesty  which  President 
Ford  has  offered. 

Many  of  our  church  leaders  have 
disgraced  themselves  and  the  church  by 
demanding  unconditional  amnesty  for 
these  men,  whether  they  were  sincere  or 
not.  If  the  individual  can  choose  which 
iaws  he  will  obey,  national  security  no 
longer  exists.  If  we  are  to  have  a  free 
nation,  we  must  have  justice.  Uncon¬ 
ditional  amnesty  is  not  justice. 
Individual  hearings  are  necessary  if 
justice  is  to  be  done. 

Edna  S.  Kelly 

El  Paso,  Texas 

Where  i cere  other  weapons? 

To  the  Editor: 

Regarding  the  picture  in  the  Sept.  27th 
issue  saying,  “Thou  Shalt  Not  Kill,”  this 
is  an  excellent  reminder.  But  it  need  not 
be  so  one-sided.  Where  are  the  knives, 
ropes,  ball  bats,  golf  clubs,  sledge 
hammers,  cars,  drunk  drivers  and  other 
crime  offenders?  I  must  protest  such  a 
narrow-minded  view  of  the  gun  being  the 
sole  weapon  of  all  crimes.  It  takes  the 
criminal  to  kill,  and  he  will  use  anything 
available.  He  will  steal  a  weanon  of  any 


form  if  he  desires  it  badly  enough.  Let’s 
not  be  so  blind. 

It  is  such  a  pity  that  the  naive  people  of 
Baltimore  turned  in  their  guns  to  make 
money  from  their  government  only  to 
find  the  criminal  not  turning  in  his  guns! 
There  will  always  be  people  who  want  to 
kill  and  maim,  and  they  are  the  ones  who 
need  help. 

There  are  many  United  Methodists, 
including  pastors  and  laymen,  that  enjoy 
a  “violent”  hobby  such  as  target  shooting 
and  hunting.  We  are  a  far  cry  from  the 
criminal  this  billboard  is  trying  to  reach. 
This  is  a  personal  blow  to  our  mentality 
as  Christian  sportsmen,  and  I  resent  it 
greatly. 

Mrs.  Lynn  T.  Sherman 
Washington,  Pennsylvania 

‘ Benevolence  Reporter*  liked 

To  the  Editor: 

The  inclusion  of  the  “Benevolence 
Reporter”  in  the  September  13  issue  is 
the  best  help  yet.  It  puts  mission  reports 
directly  into  the  hands  of  those  who  make 
the  policy  of  the  local  churches.  I  hope 
this  becomes  a  regular  addition  to  the 
paper. 

Alvis  Coleman 
Rosenberg,  Texas 
EDITOR’S  NOTE:  The  “Benevolence 
Reporter”  was  a  one-time  insert  included 
by  special  arrangement  between 
TM/  UMR  and  the  UMC’s  General 
Division  of  Program  and  Benevolence 
Interpretation.  We  would  welcome 
comments  from  other  readers  about  it. 
For  those  needing  extra  copies,  reprints 
are  available  —  25c  each,  or  10  for  $1 .00 
-  from  TM/  UMR,  P.  O.  Box  1076, 
Dallas,  Texas  75221. 


sonal  sinning.  That  is  why  learning  the 
lessons  of  Watergate  comes  so  hard.  But 
before  we  put  on  our  hairshirts,  let  us 
each  draw  up  his  own  list  of  particulars. 
Some  questions  may  help  us: 

Do  we  have  a  right  to  expect  those  who 
represent  us  politically  to  represent  us 
morally?  Can  we  count  on  our  public 
servants  showing  moral  integrity  beyond 
that  of  the  average  citizen  who  cheats  on 
his  income  tax  return,  untruthfully  ad¬ 
vertises  the  product  he  makes,  stays 
away  from  work  when  he  is  not  sick, 
moves  without  paying  the  last  month’s 
rent,  exceeds  the  speed  limit  when  no 
traffic  officer  is  in  sight,  uses  unfounded 
rumors  to  take  advantage  of  a  business 
rival,  deceives  his  wife  (or  her  husband), 
expects  children  to  be  better  than  their 
parents,  blames  the  schools  for  what  the 
home  has  left  undone? 

Is  there  any  real  difference  between 
playing  politics  on  the  national  scene  and 
making  sharp  deals  on  the  school  board, 
working  against  racial  and  ethnic 
minorities  in  the  neighborhood 
association,  committing  “dirty  tricks” 
(where  have  we  heard  that  phrase 
before?)  on  the  community  council  or  in 
the  country  club  or  lodge,  working  out 
deals  between  caucuses  in  the  churches? 

Is  it  more  blameworthy  to  “make  a 
fast  buck”  in  public  office  than  in  private 
business?  Are  kickbacks  from  builders  to 
state  politicians  worse  tham  campaign 
contributions  from  multinational  firms  to 
makers  of  foreign  policies?  What  does 
situation  ethics  have  to  saV  in  a  world 
where  loving  one’s  neighbor  as  oneself  is 
still  not  the  rule? 

Does  peace-making  (or  even  peace¬ 
keeping)  ever  excuse  making 
questionable  deals,  even  in  the  public 
interest?  What  happens  when  the  public 
interest  of  our  country  gets  on  a  collision 
course  with  the  public  interest  of 
another?  Must  there  be  an  Arab  oil 
embargo  to  cut  down  the  highway  death 
toll? 

Plainly,  private  morality  has  its  public 
aspects  and  inevitable  public  con¬ 
sequences.  Not  one  of  us  can  live  his  own 
life,  solitary  add  apart  from  society.  We 
may  not  deliberately  change  the  lives  of 
others,  but  we  make  alterations.  We  are 
mutually  responsible  for  each  other  — 
our  brother’s  brother,  if  not  his  keeper. 
Alone  before  God  with  our  own  con¬ 
sciences,  each  one  must  rediscover  what 
it  is  to  love  neighbor  as  self. 

—  T.  OTTO  NALL 

[T.  Otto  Nall  is  a  former  editor  of  " The 
Christian  Advocate and  a  retired 
United  Methodist  bishop  who  serves  as  a 
regular  contributor  to  TM/  UMR.] 
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fp  the  Spirit 
The  Partakers 

Holy  Spirit  Power  for 
Persevering  Christians 
Robert  G.  Tuttle,  Jr. — minister  of 
evangelism  at  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Colorado  Springs,  Colorado — 
shows  how  the  Holy  Spirit  can  enrich 
your  life  and  help  you  become  a  real  per¬ 
son.  He  deals  with  gifts  of  the  Spirit 
— healing,  tongues,  miracles,  prophecy — 
and  the  greatest  fruit  of  the  Spirit,  perfect 
love.  You  too  can  become  a  partaker, 
and  this  exciting  book  can  show  you 
how.  $4.95 


I’ve  Been  Had 

Tank  Harrison — Methodist  layman  and 
former  Memphis  policeman — shares 
his  experiences  as  a  Spirit-filled  Christian. 
In  a  humorous,  warm,  and  always 
honest  manner,  Tank  tells  how  he  let 
the  Lord  into  his  heart  and  brought  sun¬ 
shine  to  the  station  house  with  down- 
to-earth  witnessing.  Powerful  changes 
have  taken  place  in  his  life,  and 
in  church,  at  lay  witness  missions,  or 
working  with  young  people,  Tank  Harri¬ 
son  is  a  living  example  of  a  “new 
man  in  Christ."  Paper,  $155 


In  Stewardship 

How  to  Have  a  Giving  Church 

Sooner  or  later,  all  church  memliers  and 
ministers  must  face  the  problem  of 
stewardship.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Hess  have 
learned  from  experience  "how  to  have  a 
giving  church.”  In  amusing,  down-to- 
earth  language,  they  share  their  knowl¬ 
edge  through  practical  suggestions  that 
have  worked  for  them  and  can  work 
for  your  church  too.  Bartlett  L.  and 
Margaret  Johnston  Hess.  Paper.  $2.95 

at  your  cokesbury  bookstore 

abingdon 

the  book  pubHsmng  department  of 
the  united  melnodiil  publishing  house 
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Relief  efforts  pour  into  Honduras 

United  Methodists  contribute  through  $200,000 Advance  Special 


:  NEW  YORK  (UMC):  -  As  United 

■  Methodists  and  other  Christians  across 
the  nation  continue  to  send  in  donations, 
relief  operations  are  in  full  swing  in 
hurricane-ravaged  Honduras  with  initial 

■  supplies  already  being  given  out  to  those 

.  in  need. 

■•'  Meanwhile,  officials  of  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  (UM¬ 
COR)  are  warning  that  churches  need  to 
“gear  up  for  a  six  to  twelve  month  in¬ 
volvement”  as  the  extent  of  the  damage 
unfolds. 


Among  initial  relief  supplies  arriving 
in  Honduras  through  donations  from 
United  Methodist  and  others  who  are 
funneling  money  through  Church  World 
Service  (CWS),  an  agency  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches,  were  blankets, 
clothing,  200, OOu  water  purification 
tablets,  160  pounds  of  antibiotics  and  120 
pounds  of  anti-diarrhea  tablets. 

Contributions  from  United  Methodists 
are  being  gathered  for  CWS  by  UMCOR 
under  an  “Advance  Special”  program 
which  has  a  goal  of  $200,000.  UMCOR 


Bay  Islands  residents 
await  hurricane  help 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

BELIZE  CITY,  Belize  —  Several  thou¬ 
sand  English-speaking  persons,  at  least 
60  per  cent  of  them  Methodist,  are  still 
Waiting  for  hurricane  relief  to  trickle  in 
•jo  the  Bay  Islands  30  miles  north  of 
'  Honduras. 

Unlike  the  mainland,  the  islands  did 
.  not  suffer  a  heavy  death  toll  from 
/Hurricane  Fifi. 

But  with  hundreds  of  families  homeless 
r  and  all  their  crops  wiped  out,  the  former 
.  British  settlement  is  in  real  need  —  and 
,so  far,  organized  relief  efforts  are 
'literally  passing  them  by. 

This,  at  any  rate,  was  the  concern 
'  expressed  by  the  Rev.  Fitz  A.  John, 
general  superintendent  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  Honduras  District,  in  Belize 
‘  (formerly  British  Honduras),  in  a 
,  telephone  interview  with  TM/  UMR. 

The  interview  followed  Mr.  John’s 
'  .return  to  Belize  from  a  tour  of  Bay 
/Islands  devastation. 

.*/  "We  are  appealing  directly  to  our 
friends  for  help,”  Mr.  John  said, 
“because  of  a  strong  conviction  that  the 
government  of  the  Spanish-speaking 
/  Republic  of  Honduras  will  not  channel 
much  relief  to  these  island  people.” 

A  relief  supply  ship  earmarked  for  the 
/islands  from  the  United  States  has 
already  been  diverted  to  Port  Cortez  on 
/the  mainland,  Mr.  John  claimed. 

/  Furthermore,  he  said,  plans  to  set  up 
/an  independent  relief  agency  on  Roatan, 
most-populous  of  the  islands,  were 
/thwarted  when  the  Honduran  govern¬ 
ment  insisted  on  imposing  military 
supervision  on  the  group. 

A  new  ecumenical  committee  on  relief, 
chaired  by  a  Methodist  pastor,  the  Rev. 
Danovan  Johnson,  has  now  been  created, 
in  efforts  “to  make  sure  relief  goes  where 
it’s  needed,”  Mr.  John  said. 

Without  denying  top-priority  needs  on 
mainland  Honduras,  the  district 
superintendent  maintained  that  the 
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minority  status  of  the  islanders,  “people 
who  speak  a  different  language,”  may  be 
hurting  their  appeals  for  help. 

He  reported  that  emergency  food, 
clothing  and  medical  supplies  are 
keeping  pace  at  present.  Money  for 
rebuilding  will  be  the  problem,  he  said, 
noting  that  no  dollar-figure  has  yet  been 
placed  on  damages. 

“But  these  are  farmers  who  normally 
supply  their  own  needs.  Their  crops  — 
bananas,  corn,  potatoes  —  are  gone. 
There  will  be  no  money  to  repair  or 
rebuild.” 

Just  four  months  ago,  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  (UM¬ 
COR)  work  teams  completed  building 
repairs  on  the  Bay  Islands,  from  a 
previous  hurricane  in  1970. 

Mr.  John  estimated  the  population  of 
Roatan  at  10,000  and  that  of  Utila, 
another  principle  island  in  the  group,  at 
2,000.  Settled  in  the  1700’s  by  natives  of 
the  southern  U.  S.,  Europe  and  the 
Caribbean,  tHfe"  Bay  Island  chain  was 
under  British  administration  until  1860, 
when  it  became  the  property  of  Hon¬ 
duras. 

Mr.  John  said  that  communications 
difficulties,  aftermath  of  the  hurricane, 
have  added  to  the  problems  of  the 
islanders. 

"We  are  just  finding  out  the  extent  of 
their  needs,"  he  said,  adding  that  a  first 
full  report  was  going  to  UMCOR 
following  his  “tour  by  horseback”  of 
Roatan  last  weekend. 


officials  say  that  response  to  their  call  for 
aid  has  been  good  so  far,  but  much 
money  is  still  needed. 

“Beyond  the  emergency  needs  of  these 
days,  the  rehabilitation  of  tens  of 
thousands  of  destitute  farmers  will  be  a 
major  call  on  the  United  Methodists,” 
said  Dr.  J.  Harry  Haines,  UMCOR 
executive. 

“In  Honduras,  as  in  Peru  and 
Nicaragua,  there  is  the  textbook  pattern 
of  massive  support  within  hours  and  days 
which  disappears  as  fast  as  it  comes,” 
Dr.  Haines  explained.  ‘Then  when  real 
help  is  needed  there  is  none.  The  chur¬ 
ches  must  make  long-term  plans/ 

Dr.  Haines  returned  to  UMCOR 
headquarters  here  Sept.  30  from  a  trip  to 
Central  America  where  he  consulted  with 
officials  of  CEPAD,  the  ecumenical 
agency  brought  into  being  in  1973  to 
coordinate  relief  work  following  the 
Managua,  Nicaragua,  earthquake. 
CEPAD  is  providing  key  personnel  Cor  a 
similar  agency  being  organized  to  meet 
the  Honduran  disaster. 

Hurricane  Fifi,  which  struck  Hbnduras 
September  20  at  2  p.m.,  and  continued 
into  the  21st  was  the  worst ; -Central 
America  has  ever  experienced. ^Begin¬ 
ning  with  a  20  hour  rain,  the  storm 
developed  a  200  kilometer  wind.  Death 
toll  estimates  run  as  high  as  8,000  per¬ 
sons,  and  50,000  are  homeless/n  The 
massive  floods  washed  away  20,000jiead 
of  cattle,  uprooted  trees,  destroyed  90  per 
cent  of  the  banana  crop,  and  damaged 
factories  and  farms  —  creating  a 
disaster  far  worse  than  the  Managuan 
earthquake  which  did  not  cause*  v>such 
severe  dislocation  in  the  agricultural 
sector. 

Dr.  Parajon  reports  that  at  the  present 
time,  food  and  medical  needs  are  being 
met.  Along  with  government  aid  has 
come  money  and  supplies  from  various 
church  and  secular  organizations.  The 
World  Council  of  Churches  covered  an 
initial  request  from  the  Honduran 
churches  for  $20,000.  CWS  has  sent  in 
$5,000  and  will  meet  an  additional  asking 
of  $40,000  for  the  next  30  days  to  pay  air 
transportation  and  facilitate  the  func¬ 
tioning  of  committees  until  the  waters  go 
down.  The  Christian  Reformed  Church 
sent  in  3,000  blankets,  500  flashlights, 
4,000  pounds  of  medicines  and  42,000 
pounds  of  baby  formula.  Large  ship-» 
ments  of  powdered  milk  and  food  went 
through  Catholic  Relief  Service  and  other 
church  organizations.  From  Nicarauga 


CEPAD  sent  30  tons  of  material  and  $800 
—  a  large  sum  for  a  young  organization. 
Both  CWS  and  Lutheran  World  Relief  are 
ready  with  additional  assistance,  as  soon 
as  word  is  received  from  CEDEN. 

Only  now  are  reports  beinning  to  come 
in  from  outlying  sections  of  the  country, 
since  all  communications  have  been 
down.  CWS  has  set  up  micro-wave  bet¬ 
ween  New  York  and  the  Honduran  cities 
of  Tegucigalpa  and  San  Pedro  Sula,  and 
certain  facts  are  becoming  clear. 

The  economy  along  the  north  coast  has 
been  based  on  two  fruit  companies,  with 
stores,  industrial  farms  and  union  in¬ 
volvement.  It  has  been  so  severely  hit 
that  the  amount  of  capital  necessary  to 
restore  it  to  a  viable  level  may  not  be 
forthcoming  and  the  fruit  companies 
may  withdraw. 

CWS  is  stepping  up  its  CROP  and 
clothing  collections  around  the  United 
States.  Lighweight  (and  some  medium 
weight)  clothing  for  children,  men  and 
women  is  being  received  at  the  CWS 
Warehouse,  New  Windsor,  Maryland. 

Because  of  government  aid  in  Hon¬ 
duras  at  the  present  time,  Dr.  James 
Thomas,  executive  secretary  of  UMCOR 
suggests  that  though  U.S.  church  aid  is 
needed  now,  the  need  will  become 
critical  when  government  assistance  has 
ceased.  He  sees  a  two-fold  task  as  the 
waters  recede:  food  and  housing.  Since 
there  has  been  almost  total  destruction  of 
crops,  people  will  want  to  begin  planting 
immediately.  The  wait  will  be  three 
months  before  any  crop  is  available  and 
a  year  before  a  new  banana  crop  can  be 
grown.  Thus  food  for  work  will  be  a 
prime  necessity.  Also,  since  there  is  such 
vast  destruction  of  homes,  a  housing 
project  may  be  in  order  —  cheap  but 
reliable  housing.  This  suggests  stack- 
sack  housing,  which  was  used  in  Peru 
and  Managua  and  for  which  UMCOR  has 
the  franchise. 

“Until  the  waters  recede  in  Hon¬ 
duras,”  says  Dr.  Haines,  “we  cannot 
know  the  full  extent  of  the  problems.  But 
the  churches  need  to  gear  up  for  a  six  to 
twelve  month  involvement,  and  it  is 
important  for  our  church  people  to  know 
they  can  respond  through  UMCOR’s 
support  of  CWS  by  way  of  an  Advance 
Special  asking  of  $200,000.” 

Contributions  can  be  sent  through 
normal  Advance  channels  or  direct  to 
UMCOR,  earmarked  Disaster  Relief 
Central  America  Code  Number  406370-4 
Further  information  can  be  obtained 
from  UMCOR. 
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Protesting  books 

CHARLESTON,  W.  Va.  —  A  woman  pickets  in  front  of  the  West  Y'irginia  State 
Capitol  in  Charleston  during  a  demonstration  against  the  controversial  English 
textbooks  that  have  plunged  Kanawha  County  into  turmoil.  Protests  are  being  led  by 
ministers  and  laymen  from  several  ‘fundamentalist’  churches.  United  Methodists 
have  made  no  official  statements  on  the  controversy. 

U M leaders  silent 
on  book  controversy 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Staff  Writer 

CHARLESTON,  W  Va.  -  United 
Methodist  leaders  here  continue  to 
maintain  a  “low  profile”  and  a  "wait- 
and-see”  attitude  in  the  wake  of  a  violent 
controversy  which  has  left  one  man 
wounded  and  the  operation  of  an  entire 
school  system  in  turmoil. 

The  debate  centers  on  the  use  of  cer¬ 


From  ‘self  determination  fund’ 

Local  ethnic  churches  to  get 
priority  at  minority  grant 


ERLANGER,  Ky.  (RNS)  —  Local 
ministries  of  ethnic  congregations  will 
receive  first  priority  in  future  grants 
made  by  the  United  Methodist  Church’s 
Minority  Group  Self-Determination 
Fund. 

The  denomination’s  Commission  on 
Religion  and  Race,  which  administers 
the  fund,  decided  here  that  local 
congregations  will  get  40  per  cent  of  the 


Evangelical  theologian 
lists  Lausanne’s  failings 


ARLINGTON,  Va.  (RNS)  —  Dr.  Carl 
F.  H.  Henry,  the  prominent  evangelical 
theologian  who  is  serving  as  lecturer -at- 
large  for  World  Visioh  International,  said 
here  that  there  were  three  issues  left 
“unsettled”  by  the  International 
Congress  on  World  Evangelization  held 
at  Lausanne,  Switzerland  in  July. 

The  American  Baptist  scholar,  who  led 
a  subsection  on  “Evangelization  and 
Personal  and  Social  Ethics’’  at 
Lausanne,  asserted  that  the  matters  of 
the  character  of  an  emerging  world 
evangelical  fellowship,  the  intellectual 
confrontation  of  modern  ideologies,  and 
the  social  and  political  duty  of 
evangelicals  were  not  given  adequate 
attention  at  the  international  gathering. 

In  two  lectures  on  “The  World 
Religious  Situation  aiid  the  Lausanne 
Congress,”  given  at  Memorial  Baptist 
Church  here,  Dr.  Henry  said  that  the 
Congress  “was  not  the  answer  to  all  the 
world’s  problems  —  Christ  and  the  Bible 
are  the  answer.” 

He  added,  however,  that  “Christ  and 
the  Bible  shed  light  on  Lausanne,  on 
evangelical  Christians  in  the  20th  Cen¬ 
tury,  on  the  concerns  we  emphasize  and 
those  we  neglect,  and  upon  our  present 
strengths  and  weaknesses  that  Lausanne 
left  unsettled.” 

On  the  matter  of  a  world  evangelical 
fellowship,  Dr.  Henry  noted  that  the 
Congress  set  up  a  continuation  com¬ 
mittee,  but  maintained  that  “it  didn’t 
define  the  nature  of  that  fellowship  with 
precision  (so  that  it  might  take  its  place) 
alongside  the  Roman  Catholic  (hierar¬ 
chy)  and  the  neo-Protestant  ecumenical 
movement.” 

He  declared  that  the  international 
gathering  “largely  neglected  the  in¬ 
tellectual  confrontation  of  the  modern 
ideologies  and  mythologies,  including  the 
Communist  myth  of  dialectical 
materialism  and  the  myth  of  secular 
naturalism,  which  is  so  pervasive  in 
American  and  European  universities.” 

Dr.  Henry  felt  that  “Lausanne  spoke 
too  vaguely  about  the  social  and  political 
duty  of  evangelical  Christians  in  a  world 
of  massive  poverty  and  vast  injustice,” 
although  he  acknowledged  that  “par¬ 


ticipants  did  come  out  with  a  stronger 
statement  on  the  necessity  for 
evangelical  social  involvement  than  any 
other  major  evangelical  conference  had 
done  in  the  past.” 

The  theologian  declared  that  “while 
Lausanne  played  touch  and  go  with  these 
issues,  it  did  accomplish  its  primary  goal 
—  to  underscore  the  urgency  of  global 
evangelism  in  a  world  whose  population 
will  pass  four  billion  in  January  1975  — 
and  it  also  fixed  the  sights  of  those  at¬ 
tending  on  the  staggering  task  of 
reaching  2.8  billion  unevangelized  human 
beings.” 


grants. 

Over  the  past  four  years,  the  com¬ 
mission  has  allocated  about  $75,000 
annually  to  minority  projects.  There  has 
been  some  criticism  of  grants  made  to 
community  groups  rather  than  to 
churches.  In  the  past,  between  25  and  30 
per  cent  of  the  funds  went  to 
congregations. 

In  making  the  shift,  the  commission 
said  that  the  local  church  is  the  one 
minority  organization  that  is  not  “dying 
out.”  It  noted  that  public  funds  once 
available  for  launching  many  projects 
are  "drying  up.” 

The  Commission  on  Religion  and  Race 
also  heard  a  report  on  progress  toward 
racial  inclusiveness  in  the  10.1  million 
member  United  Methodist  Church,  which 
has  about  500,000  black  members  and 
smaller  groups  of  Hispanic,  American 
Indian  and  Oriental  constituents. 

A  four-member  committee  which 
reviewed  the  progress  said  that 
“generally  speaking”  the  Church  today 
is  more  responsive  than  ever  in  its 
history  to  the  need  to  name  minority 
persons  to  boards  and  staffs  of  agencies. 

In  regional  (annual)  conferences,  the 
committee  said,  "much  progress  has 
been  made  in  the  development  of  more 
positive  racial  attitudes”  but  “much 
more  can  and  should  be  done  before  the 
degree  of  inclusiveness  is  achieved  which 


is  both  desirable  and  in  keeping  with  the 
Christian  message.” 

The  process  of  merging  racial  con¬ 
ferences  in  the  South  was  of  special 
concern  to  the  review  committee.  Dr. 
Joseph  E.  Lowery,  a  black  pastor  from 
Atlanta  and  a  member  of  the  review 
panel,  said  the  group  found  a  temptation 
for  conference  leaders  to  substitute 
merger  for  inclusiveness. 

The  committee  singled  out  the  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  in  Washington,  D.  C., 
and  the  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry  in  Nashville  as  being  “deficient 
in  their  inclusiveness  of  racial  minorities 
in  key  staff  positions.” 

Dr.  Lowery  and  his  three  colleagues 
reported  “great  sensitivity”  to  minority 
hiring  in  the  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House,  once  a  major  target  of  protest  by 
those  charging  racial  discrimination. 

The  Nashville-based  Board  of 
Discipleship  was  praised  for  "positive 
employment  practices,”  except  for  its 
Division  of  Lay  Life  and  Work  which  was 
said  to  have  an  “attitude  of  indifference” 
to  programs  for  minority  laity. 


tain  English  text  books  by  the  Kanawha 
County  Schools.  Protesters,  led  by 
ministers  and  laypersons  from  local 
“extremely  fundamentalist”  churches, 
object  to  high  school  literature  books 
which  they  claim  contain  “swear  words” 
and  “Communist  propaganda.’ 

At  the  height  of  the  turmoil  during  the 
last  week  of  September,  the  Rev.  Charles 
Quigley,  one  of  the  protesters  and  pastor 
of  the  Independent  Cathedral  of  Prayer, 
made  a  public  appeal  for  God  to  “strike 
dead  with  a  lightning  bolt”  members  of 
the  school  board  who  support  the  use  of 
the  controversial  text. 

The  Rev.  Richard  Wright,  director  of 
the  program  council  of  the  West  Virginia 
Conference  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  told  TM/  UMR  that  the  Church 
has  made  no  official  statement  of 
position  in  the  controversy  so  far,  but 
may  find  it  necessary  to  do  so  if  the 
controversy  continues.  He  said  a  number 
of  United  Methodists  have  telephoned  the 
Church  Center  asking  for  a  position 
statement,  but  that  none  has  been  made. 

Mr.  Wright  said  that  he  knows  of  only 
one  United  Methodist  minister  who  has 
made  a  public  statement  of  support  for 
the  protesters.  That  support  came  in  a 
sermon  to  his  congregation. 

Privately,  according  to  Mr.  Wright, 
most  United  Methodist  ministers  are 
expressing  support  for  the  school  board 
and  concern  that  the  protesters  have 
gone  beyond  the  textbook  issue  and 
turned  to  violence. 

Most  pupils  were  reported  back  in 
school  by  Sept.  30  as  protests  continued 
around  many  school  buildings  and 
organizers  announced  plans  to  set  up 
similar  protests  in  other  parts  of  West 
Virginia. 

A  review  committee  meanwhile,  ap¬ 
pointed  by  members  of  the  school  board, 
has  begun  examining  the  textbooks.  The 
committee  planned  two  public  meetings 
where  the  books  could  be  discussed. 


I  the  church  today 


Church  lobby  influence 
called  equal  to  AFL-CIO 


NEW  YORK  -  Among  11 
organizations  or  individuals  working  to 
make  corporations  more  socially 
responsible,  national  churches  aVe 
considered  as  influential  as  the  AFL-CIO 


political 
neay, 
irv.ey 


and  slightly  more  so  than 
leaders  such  as  Senators 
Muskie  or  Humphrey,  a' 
reveals. 

This  rating  is  contained  in| 
issue  of  Public  Opinion  IndexJJ 
management  prepared  by 
Research  Corporation  of  F 
The  entire  issue  centers  ort  cbi^j 
social  responsibility. 

A  total  of  173  persons  interviewed  for 
the  study  by  the  corporation  were 
described  as  “corporate  responsibility 
activists,  environmentalists,  con- 
sumerists,  feminists,  civil  rights  leaders, 
church  affiliated  activists,  labor  leaders, 
educators  and  others  —  all  focusing  their 
activities  on  corporate  affairs. 

"The  attitudes  depicted  in  this  study 
are  particularly  significant,  considering 
the  degree  to  which  activists  are 
knowledgeable,  articulate  and  com¬ 
mitted  to  the  movement  for  corporate 
reform,"  states  ORS. 

Ralph  Nader  and  his  affiliated 
organizations  dwarfed  the  field  when 


participants  responded  to  the  question: 
“What  organizations  or  individuals  do 
you  consider  most  influential  in  the  field 
,'of  social  activism?" 

Dr.  Baker  dies 

DALLAS  -  Dr.  — v 

George  C.  Baker  V 

Jr.  former  profcs-  ^  A 

Sor  of  evangelism  ’ 

at  Perkins  School  of 
Theology,  died  here 
Sunday  afternoon 
after  a  long  bout 
with  cancer. 

Following  his  re¬ 
tirement  from  Per¬ 
kins  in  1969,  Dr.  Baker  became  Associate 
Pastor  of  the  Kessler  Park  UMC  here, 
where  he  served  until  his  death.  Memor¬ 
ial  services  were  held  at  Kessler  Park  on 
Tuesday. 

Dr.  Baker  is  survived  by  his  widow, 
Lovell,  and  five  children.  The  family 
requested  that,  in  lieu  of  flowers, 
memorials  be  sent  to  the  General 
Scholarship  Fund  of  Southwestern  Uni¬ 
versity,  Georgetown,  Texas,  to  help  de¬ 
serving  and  needy  students. 


Dr.  Baker 


Nativity  scene  will  be  staged 
near  Washington  Monument 

WASHINGTON.  D.  C.  (RNS)  —  A 
Nativity  Scene  complete  with  live 
animals  will  be  staged  during  the 
Christmas  season  on  the  Washington 
Monument  grounds  here,  according  to 
plans  announced  by  the  Christian  Ser¬ 
vice  Corps  Council. 

A  $60,000  budget  has  been  established 
to  cover  the  cost  of  “camel  rental, 
professionally-produced  soundtrack  and 
lighting  systems,  and  the  professional 
design  and  construction  services.”  said 
Robert  Meyers,  president  of  the  corps, 
based  here. 

He  said  funds  for  the  project  would 
come  from  donations  from  around  the 
country. 

Church  bells  to  ring  October  14 

WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  (RNS)  -  The 
American  Revolution  Bicentennial 
Administration  here  is  recommending 
that  all  churches  in  the  nation  ring  their 
bells  for  two  minutes  at  noon,  Oct.  14,  to 
commemorate  the  first  session  of  the 
Continental  Congress  held  in 
Philadelphia  in  1774. 

The  U.  S.  Senate,  with  the  House  of 
Representatives  concurring,  earlier 
approved  a  bipartisan  resolution  calling 
for  a  national  day  of  observance  on  Oct. 
14  in  honor  of  "this  important  meeting  in 
our  country’s  history,”  as  the  resolution 
put  it. 

World  Methodists  to  develop 
evangelism  document 

JERUSALEM  (UMC)  —  A  “Message 
to  the  World”  document  which  will  be 
used  to  launch  a  world-wide  “Aflame  for 
Christ”  evangelism  thrust  in  1975.  will  be 


developed  in  Jerusalem  November  18-22 
by  18U  representatives  from  59  Methodist 
denominations  and  87  countries. 

The  Consultation  on  Evangelism, 
sponsored  by  the  World  Methodist 
Council  Committee  on  Evangelism,  will 
include  eight  United  Methodist 
representatives  from  the  U.  S. 

The  first  draft  of  the  “Message  to  the 
World”  will  be  presented  early  in  the 
Consultation  by  u  committee  headed  by 
Dr.  Alan  Walker,  superintendent  for  the 
Central  Methodist  Mission,  Sydney, 
Australia  The  document  was  prepprpd 
using  input  from  five  regional  con¬ 
ferences  on  evangelism  sponsored  by  the 
World  Methodist  Council  during  1973  aid 
1974  in  the  U.  S  .  South  America, 
Australia,  Europe,  Southeast  Asia,  India, 
and  Africa. 


Classified 


Rate:  25c  per  word,  figure  or  Initial  per  In¬ 
sertion.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on 
contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  in  advance.  Minimum  charge  of  *6.25 
Service  charge  or  b  11  n't  ads  *1.00  per  Insertion 


PREGNANT?  UNMARRIED?  Give  your  baby 
a  home  and  a  chance  at  life!  The  Methodist 
Mission  Home  In  San  Antonio  offers  a  com¬ 
plete.  confldenUal  service  on  your  proolems. 
Good  living  situation,  warm  acceptance,  best 
medical  care,  expert  counseling  and  con- 
Unulng  high  school  educaUon.  Call  or  write: 
Rev.  Harold  Burk  hard!.  6487  Whitby  Rd..  San 
Antonio.  Texas  78240.  Phone  (512)  696-2410. 


FUND  RAISING  -  Selling  Calpeco  Shelled 
Pecans  may  be  Just  the  fund  raising  project  for 
your  Church  Circle.  W.S.C.S..  or  Sunday 
School  Class.  For  full  Information  without 
obligation  write  today:  Calhoun  Pecan  Co., 
Dept.  TM.  P.O.  Box  $32.  Florence.  South 
Carolina  29501. 
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Bishop  Ting  says  V es' 


Is  China’s  church  alive? 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  A  Protestant 
bishop  in  China  believes  the  church  there 
will  continue  to  exist  but  in  a  “de¬ 
centralized"  form,  according  to  a  former 
United  Methodist  missionary  who 
recently  returned  to  the  United  States 
from  a  trip  to  China. 

Bishop  K.  H.  Ting  vigorously  objected 
to  Western  characterizations  of  the 
church  in  China  as  an  underground 
church,  reported  Mrs.  Judith  Thorn- 
berry,  a  former  United  Methodist 
missionary  to  Taiwan  who  is  now  an 
official  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches.  Also  taking  part  in  the  trip  was 
Mrs.  Camille  Funk,  a  former  United 
Methodist  missionary  to  Sarawak. 
Malaysia,  now  living  in  Atlanta. 

The  two  women  were  a  part  of  a  group 
which  toured  China  Aug.  17  through  Sept. 
7  under  the  auspices  of  the  U.S.  -  China 
Peoples  Friendship  Association,  a  non- 
church  related  organization  with  40 
chapters  in  various  parts  of  the  United 
States. 

The  tour  was  not  oriented  to  religious 
interests  but  the  group  was  not  required 
to  stay  together  all  the  time,  and  the  four 
church-related  members  made  special 
arrangements  to  visit  Bishop  Ting. 

The  bishop  —  originally  an  Anglican, 


BOSTON  —  Dr.  J.  Robert  Nelson, 
prominent  United  Methodist  ecumenist 
and  theologian,  resigned  October  4  as 
dean  of  the  Boston  University  School  of 
Theology  after  being  asked  to  do  so  by 
the  president  of  the  university.  He  held 
the  post  for  two  years. 

Dr.  John  R.  Silber,  Boston  president, 
asked  for  Dr.  Nelson’s  immediate  resig¬ 
nation  following  a  dispute  over  a  “time¬ 
table  of  renewal”  of  the  seminary.  Dr. 
Nelson  told  TM/  UMR  he  and  Dr.  Silber 
were  “in  full  accord”  on  needed  changes 
to  make  Boston  an  exemplary  United 
Methodist  seminary,  but  differed  on 
when  and  how  the  changes  should  be 
carried  out. 

Dr.  Nelson  will  take  a  leave  of  absence 
for  study  during  the  remainder  of  the 
1974-75  academic  year  and  resume 
teaching  at  the  seminary  next  year.  He 
said  he  plans  to  study  the  major  issues 
which  threaten  the  world:  food  shor¬ 
tages,  over-population,  energy  crisis  and 
several  new  areas  for  him,  such  as  bio¬ 
ethics  and  medical  ethics. 

Speaking  on  behalf  of  the  Executive 
Committee  of  the  faculty  of  the  theology 
school,  Prof.  Merle  Jordan  commented 
that  Dr.  Nelson  "has  guided  us  to  the 
threshhold  of  the  rebuilding  of  our 
seminary  to  be  the  finest  center  of 
theological  education  in  the  country.  It  is 


though  all  Protestants  now  have  been 
merged  into  a  single  Church  —  is 
president  of  the  Nanking  Theological 
College,  which  is  the  only  Protestant 
seminary  in  China  and  itself  is  not 
currently  operating. 

Although  it  was  closed  in  1968  as  one 
result  of  the  Cultural  Revolution,  the 
faculty  and  staff  have  continued  to 
receive  their  government-paid  salaries, 
Mrs.  Thornberry  reported. 

She  said  Bishop  Ting  had  once  thought 
the  college  might  reopen  this  fall,  but 
now  says  it  will  not  reopen  until  a  new 
and  non-Western  form  of  theological 
education  can  be  worked  out. 

Since  ministers  in  the  future  will 
probably  have  to  earn  a  living  at  secular 
jobs,  she  said.  Bishop  Ting  was  talking  of 
a  plan  in  which  seminary  faculty  would 
go  out  to  contact  students  in  the  field, 
rather  than  having  classes  of  students 
resident  at  the  college. 

Although  he  spoke  of  a  de¬ 
institutionalized  and  dc-clericalized 
church  in  the  future,  Mrs.  Thornberry 
said,  he  did  not  explain  just  what  he 
thought  this  would  mean.  But  as  one 
indication  of  what  he  presumably  had  in 
mind,  she  said  he  told  them  that  the 
Chinese  Christians  “chose  not  to  use" 


in  the  spirit  of  Christian  fellowship  that 
we  welcome  him  back  into  the  full 
colleagueship  of  the  teaching  faculty  of 
the  school  of  theology.” 

Dr.  Nelson’s  resignation  as  dean  of  the 
Boston  University  School  of  Theology 
marks  the  second  occasion  on  which  he 
has  resigned  such  a  position. 

In  1960,  he  resigned  as  dean  of  the 
Vanderbilt  Divinity  School  in  Nashville 
after  three  years  in  that  post,  in  protest 
against  the  expulsion  of  a  black  student 
who  had  been  involved  in  civil  rights 
demonstrations. 

The  theologican  has  been  chairman  of 
the  executive  committee  of  the  World 
Council  of  Churches’  Commission  on 
Faith  and  Order  since  1967,  and  was 
secretary  of  that  commission  from  1953 
to  1957.  In  1968  he  became  the  first 
Protestant  to  serve  as  a  visiting 
professor  of  theology  at  the  Pontifical 
Gregorian  University  in  Rome. 

While  serving  on  the  Gregorian 
University  faculty  in  1969,  Dr.  Nelson 
expressed  criticism  of  Pope  Paul’s  en¬ 
cyclical  banning  artificial  means  of  birth 
control.  But  he  said  that  Protestants 
"have  not  looked  upon  the  struggle  (on 
that  issue!  with  a  great  deal  of  joy,” 
because  “we  are  so  much  one  that  the 
trials  and  agonies  within  the  Catholic 
Church  are  our  trials  and  agonies  as 
well.” 


their  church  buildings  any  more  because 
they  were  built  in  Western  style  with 
Western  funds  and  symbolized  Western 
imperialism. 

Bishop  Ting  estimated  that  about  one 
Chinese  out  of  a  thousand  was  a 
Protestant  Christian,  or  700,000-800,000, 
approximately  the  estimate  he  was 
giving  in  1956  when  he  made  a  visit  to  the 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury  and  attended  a 
World  Council  of  Churches  Central 
Committee  meeting. 

Mrs.  Thornberry  said  he  told  them  the 
Christian  groups  tended  to  be  older 
people,  and  that  young  Chinese  seemed 
to  feel  no  need  for  the  church. 

She  said  the  visitors  asked  him  about 
the  possibility  of  his  attending  in¬ 
ternational  church  meetings,  but  that  he 
gave  the  impression  he  thought  it  would 
be  a  waste  of  time  because  his  outlook 
was  so  different  from  the  views  of 
Christians  -  elsewhere  that  little  com¬ 
munication  would  result.  He  does  receive 
material  from  the  WCC  and  other 
sources,  however,  and  follows 
developments  outside  China,  she  said. 

Bishop  Ting  studied  at  Union 
Theological  Seminary  and  Columbia 
University  in  New  York,  and  worked  in 
Geneva  for  the  World  Student  Christian 
Federation  before  returning  to  China  in 
the  early  1950’s.  When  Bishop  Kimber 
Den  of  Chekiang,  a  coastal  province 
below  Shanghai,  was  arrested  in  1952, 
Bishop  Ting  was  named  to  succeed  him. 

The  1956  visit  of  Bishop  Ting  to  the 
West  aroused  special  interest  as  the  first 
visit  of  any  Anglican  prelate  after  the 
Revolution.  At  that  time  he  indicated  his 
sympathy  for  the  new  social  order  being 
constructed. 

Mrs.  Thornberry  said  Bishop  Ting  told 
them  religious  freedom  for  China  is 
guaranteed  by  the  constitution.  But  she 
said  that  in  the  interest  of  maintaining 
contact,  they  did  not  press  him  with 
“hard”  questions. 

Regarding  other  aspects  of  the  tour, 
Mrs.  Thornberry,  who  speaks  Chinese, 
said  participants  were  allowed  con¬ 
siderable  freedom  and  she  was  able  to 
spend  some  time  walking  about  the 
cities  alone  and  talking  at  random  with 
people,  whom  she  found  to  be  friendly. 

She  said  she  was  also  able  to  look  up 
certain  individuals  whose  names  she 
had.  Among  these,  she  said,  was  Talitha 
Gerlach,  a  78-year-old  American  who 
went  to  China  in  the  1920s  as  YWCA 
worker.  Since  the  revolution  she  has 
vyorked  with  the  widow  of  Sun  Yat  Sen, 
Soong  Ching  Ling,  head  of  the  China 
Welfare  Institute  which  publishes  the 
magazine  China  Reconstructs. 

Mrs.  Thornberry  and  her  husband, 
Milo,  served  five  years  as  United 
Methodist  missionaries  in  Taiwan,  but 
were  expelled  in  1971,  apparently  for 
showing  too  much  sympathy  with  op¬ 
ponents  of  the  Chiang  Kai-shek  govern¬ 
ment. 


Boston  dean  resigns 

Dr.  Nelson  forced  to  quit  seminary  post 


UNQUESTIONABLY  THE  MOST 

BEAUTIFUL 

FAST  GROWING 

SHADE TREE 

IN  AMERICA  TODAY 


•  This  gorgeous  tree  is  known  as  the  scarlet  maple,  the 
red  maple,  or  the  EVER  CHANGING  MAPLE. 

•  Beautiful  Red  Scarlet  leaves  in  the  fall  of  the  year, 
and  beautiful  deep  dark  green  leaves  in  the  spring 
of  the  year. 

•  Grows  approximately  25-30  feet  over  a  five  year  period, 
which  makes  it  one  of  the  fastest  growing  shade  trees 
in  America  today. 

•  Many  landscape  architects,  nursery  men,  and 
gardening  experts  refer  to  this  tree  as  the  "2  in  1” 
tree,  because  of  its  dual  qualities  of  beauty  and  speed. 

•  Now  is  the  ideal  time  to  plant  this  tree. 

Actual  photograph  of  a  five  year  scarlet  maple.  „  - .  „  .  .  .  .  .  . 

7  •  Shipped  at  5  to  7  feet  —  all  shipping  cost  paid. 


LESS  THAN  $2.00  each 


•  Due  to  the  tremendous  demand  for  this  tree  please 
allow  two  weeks  for  delivery. 


(in  lots  of  16  or  more) 


OUR  CHALLENGE  TO  YOU 


Shipped  at  5  to  7  feet 

(all  shipping  cost  paid) 

Adaptability  —  "The  scarlet  maple  has  one  of  the  widest 
ranges  of  our  native  trees,  growing  from  eastern  central 
Canada  to  Florida,  and  because  of  its  ease  of  transplanting 
it  adapts  to  any  type  of  soil."  (From  All  About  Trees  by 
E.  Johnson).  The  one  tree  experts  agree  will  grow  anywhere 
in  the  U  S  A. 


It’s  almost  too  good  to  be  true,  but  we  feel  so  sure  that 
these  native  collected  trees  are  some  of  nature's  most 
prized  possessions  that  we  are  making  you  an  outstanding 
offer.  Our  knowledge  and  experience  of  many  years  and  our 
own  research  about  this  tree  gives  us  confidence  in  the 
following  challenge.  If  you  can  find  just  one  negative  com¬ 
ment  by  an  expert  printed  in  any  magazine,  periodical,  or 
gardening  book,  we  will  give  you  any  item  from  our  cata¬ 
logue  of  over  400  varieties  absolutely  free  of  charge.  We 
send  a  catalogue  with  every  order.  This  offer  is  hard  to 
beat!  We  are  sure  that  anything  you  read  anywhere  about 
this  beautiful  scarlet  maple  will  have  nothing  but  praise 
and  acclaim. 


TO  BEAUTIFY  YOUR  HOME  NOW  ORDER 
TODAY  ON  A  TWO  WAY  GUARANTEE 

Imagine !  This  beautiful  tree  shading  your  front  yard  and  the  looks 
of  admiration  and  words  of  praise  it  will  bring  to  your  house  and 
home.  You'll  agree  it  lends  lovely  contrasts  to  its  surroundings. 
Now  the  retail  price  of  this  tree  is  $4.98.  but  during  this 
planting  season  our  price  is  only  $4.49.  Yes.  just  a  mere  $4  49  for 
this  beautiful  shade  tree.  ORDER  T00AY-Y0U  WILL  BE  PLEASED. 

^▼▼YTTYTYYVYVTVTVWYTTVTYTYTVYYTWVYT'* 

I  TWO  WAT  GUARANTEE  « 

►We  are  so  sure  that  this  is  the  most  incredible  shade  tree  that  you've^ 
►ever  seen,  here  is  our  2  way.  ironclad  guarantee.-  tl)  If,  upon  arrival,  4 
►you  are  not  completely  satisbed.  then  return  for  a  full  refund:  Free  4 

►replacement,  for  any  reason,  up  to  one  full  year.  When  have  you  ever* 
'seen  a  stronger  guarantee?  -e 


! NURSERY  BARN 

(P.O.  Bo*  712-CK  McMinnville,  Tenn.  37110 

Pleas*  send  us  these  beautiful  shade  trees,  on  a  two-way  guarantee,  the  trees 
■  indicated  below 

in  1  Shade  Tret  ••••••••••  $4.49  n  4  Shade  Trees###**##*  112.91 

i C  2  Shade  Trees#########«$7.9l  □  8  Shade  Trees  #••#•••#  $22.91 

□  16  Shade  Trees###ee#ee  93  1 .91 

,  I  for  lose  $ _  in  Q  cash  Q  check  □  money  order 

i 

I  Name  . 

i 

i  Address _ 

I 

'  City _ State _ Zip _ 


T li o usu n ds  celeb rule 

HOLLYWOOD,  Calif.  —  An  estimated  12,000  persons,  twice 
the  number  which  could  be  accommodated  in  the  1949  tent  at 
Washington  and  Hill  Streets  in  Los  Angeles,  fill  the  Hollywood 
Bowl  for  the  opening  of  the  25th  anniversary  celebration  of 


Graham  anniversary 

evangelist  Billy  Graham's  first  big  crusade  in  Los  Angeles.  It 
was  the  1949  crusade  that  started  him  on  the  road  to  fame  and 
an  evergrowing  audience. 

RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 


Miss  Kuhlman  says  critic-doctor 
‘doesn’t  understand’  faith  healing 


MINNEAPOLIS  (RNS)  -  Kathryn 
Kuhlman  says  she  bears  no  ill  will 
toward  Dr.  William  A.  Nolen,  the  Litch¬ 
field,  Minn.,  surgeon  and  author  who 
said  his  research  found  no  evidence  of 
any  healings  at  a  "miracle  service”  the 
famed  woman  evangelist  conducted  here 
in  1973. 

Miss  Kuhlman,  who  addressed  some 
8,000  persons  on  Sept.  28  in  the  Min¬ 
neapolis  Auditorium,  said  she  feels  that 
Dr.  Nolen  "doesn’t  understand.” 

“At  no  time  have  I  ever  claimed  to  be  a 
faith  healer,"  she  said  in  a  telephone 
interview.  “It  is  the  power  of  God  that 
does  the  healing.  Dr.  Nolen  is  not  at¬ 
tacking  Kathryn  Kuhlman.  He  is  at¬ 
tacking  something  that  has  stood  the  test 
of  the  ages:  the  word  of  God  and  the 
power  of  God.” 

Dr.  Nolen,  who  followed  up  on  the  cases 
of  26  patients  who  thought  they  had  been 
healed  at  Miss  Kuhlman’s  meeting  in 
June  1973,  said  he  couldn’t  find  a  single 
cured  patient  in  the  group. 

He  said  the  limited  improvements 
reported  by  some  patients  could  easily  be 
explained  by  the  normal  up-and-down 
courses  of  the  diseases  involved  or  the 
power  of  suggestion. 

He  had  obtained  Miss  Kuhlman’s 
persmission  to  serve  as  an  attendant  at 
her  service  and  didTiis  study  as  part  of  a 
forthcoming  book,  “Healing:  a  Doctor  in 
Search  of  a  Miracle.”  Excerpts  of  the 
book  were  published  in  an  article  in 
McCall’s  magazine  and  the  findings  were 
discussed  by  Dr.  Nolen  in  an  appearance 
with  Johnny  Carson  on  NBC’s  “Tonight 
Show.” 

“In  the  interview,  Miss  Kuhlman 
quoted  with  approbation  a  recent 
statement  in  the  St.  Louis  Post  Dispatch 
that  “Dr.  Nolen’s  study  is  far  from 
adequate.  Colleagues  in  the  medical 
profession  quickly  observe  that  if  Dr. 
Nolen  had  a  serious  analysis,  it  would 
have  been  published  in  a  professional 
journal  and  not  in  a  popular  magazine  to 
whet  appetites  for  a  new  book.” 

Miss  Kuhlman  herself  observed: 

“The  medical  profession  doesn't  like 
publicity  when  given  for  a  selfish  pur¬ 
pose." 

She  said  she  had  received  many  letters 
from  physicians  defending  her  and 
praising  her  ministry  following  ap¬ 
pearance  of  Dr.  Nolen’s  article  in 
McCall’s. 

One  letter,  from  Dr.  Clair  B.  King, 
Canton,  Ohio,  who  has  practiced 
medicine  for  more  than  30  years,  said 
that  through  Kathryn  Kuhlman’s 
ministry  “many  people  are  being  healed 
in  body,  mind  and  spirit.” 

Miss  Kuhlman  said  she  would  welcome 


a  long-term  comprehensive  study  by 
independent  experts  on  reported  healings 
at  her  meetings,  but  said  her 
organization,  the  Kathryn  Kuhlman 
Foundation  of  Pittsburg,  has  never 
commissioned  such  a  study. 

But  she  said  she  does  insist  that  some 
documentation  from  physicians  always 
be  required  for  persons  who  testify  about 
their  healings  on  her  weekly  television 
program. 

And  at  her  services,  she  never  claims 
any  responsibility  for  healings,  she  said. 
"I  always  say,  'Go  back  to  your  doctor 
and  have  it  verified’,”  she  added. 

She  said  she  was  “the  first  to  admit” 
that  not  all  persons  who  come  to  her 
services  are  healed. 

“Doctors  —  bless  ’em  —  can’t  heal 
everybody,  either,”  she  observed. 

In  the  final  analysis,  Miss  Kuhlman 
said,  the  “greatest  miracle”  offered 
people  at  her  services  is  not  physical 


healing  but  salvation. 

“If  we  can  help  them  spiritually,  it’s 
worth  any  risk,”  she  said. 

Meanwhile,  it  was  learned  that  Dr. 
Nolen’s  criticism  of  Miss  Kuhlman  on  the 
“Tonight  Show”  brought  a  strong  protest 
to  NBC  from  the  international  president 
of  the  Full  Gospel  Business  Men’s 
Fellowship  International,  Demones 
Shakarian. 

Mr.  Shakarian  asked  that  Miss 
Kuhlman  “be  given  equal  time  and 
permitted  to  explain  and  offer 
documented  proof  of  some  of  the  many 
healings  that  occur  regularly  at  her 
services. 

His  letter,  which  threatened  a  com¬ 
plaint  to  the  Federal  Communications 
Commission,  resulted  in  an  invitation  to 
Miss  Kuhlman  from  the  Johnny  Carson 
program.  She  is  now  scheduled  to  appear 
Oct.  15  on  the  “Tonight  Show." 


4 Death  authority’deals  with 
feelings  of  death  and  dying 


AUGUSTA,  Maine  (RNS)  —  Is  there  a 
difference  between  euthanasia  and 
mercy  killing?  What  should  be  said  to  a 
child  who  says  he  wishes  his  mother 
were  dead? 

How  should  a  nurse  react  to  feelings  of 
anger  or  bitterness  on  the  part  of  a  dying 
patient? 

These  questions  on  the  matter  of  death 
and  dying  were  among  those  discussed 
here  by  Dr.  Elizabeth  Kubler  Ross,  one  of 
the  nation’s  leading  authorities  on  the 
subject. 

Addressing  some  200  clergy,  social 
workers,  nurses  and  physicians  at  a 
symposium  at  St.  Paul’s  Retreat  Center 
here.  Dr.  Ross  said,  “I  am  very  opposed 
to  mercy  killing,  but  we  must  know  when 
to  call  it  quits." 

She  told  the  symposium,  which  was  co¬ 
sponsored  by  the  Roman  Catholic 
Diocese  of  Portland,  Me.,  and  the  Maine 
Institute  of  Continuing  Medical 
Education,  that  she  doesn’t  like  the  term 
“euthanasia,”  because  its  meaning  is 
often  confused.  Dr.  Ross  noted  that  it  has 
been  defined  both  as  “mercy  killing”  and 
as  “painless  death.” 

In  a  major  lecture,  Dr.  Ross  described 
the  chronological  order  of  psychological 
stages  a  patient  goes  through  after 
learning  that  death  is  imminent.  She 
pointed  out  that  some  patients  skip 
stages,  and  others  may  repeat  one  or  two 
at  various  times. 


The  stages,  and  their  symptoms,  are: 

1)  Shock  and  Denial.  Fewer  than  one 
per  cent  of  the  dying  stay  in  this  stage, 
but  those  who  do  will  usually  talk  of  death 
in  symbolic  language. 

2)  Anger.  At  this  stage,  the  patient  will 
have  emotional  outbursts  of  screaming, 
and  should  be  permitted  to  express 
feelings  in  this  way. 

3)  Bargaining.  This  is  a  relatively 
calm  stage,  in  which  the  patient  will 
“offer”  God  good  behavior  and  repen¬ 
tance  in  exchange  for  continued  life. 

4)  Reaction  Depression.  The  patient 
now  mourns  things  already  lost,  such  as 
the  ability  to  go  to  work  or  to  perform 
household  chores. 

5)  Preparatory  Grief  Withdrawal. 
This  is  characterized  by  anti-social 
behavior,  including  a  refusal  to  talk  or 
eat. 

6)  Acceptance.  This  may  simply  be  a 
resignation  to  fate,  but  can  also  involve 
positive  feelings  toward  death. 

One  of  the  stages  that  nurses  find 
particularly  difficult  to  handle,  Dr.  Ross 
said,  is  the  anger  stage.  “If  you  un¬ 
derstand  the  cause  of  the  anger  and  give 
the  patient  a  chance  to  scream  it  out, 
your  life  and  his  will  be  better,”  she 
advised. 

Dr.  Ross  urged  that  hospital  chapels  be 
used  for  screaming,  and  commented,  “It 
must  not  be  assumed  that  those  who 
enter  the  chapel  will  always  be  quiet, 
meek,  and  grateful.” 


Grief  therapy  shows  some  ‘the  way  back’ 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Staff  Writer 

SAN  DIEGO,  Ca.  —  Finding  “a  way 
back”  from  the  death  of  a  loved  one  can 
be  a  lonely  and  difficult  road.  When  the 
church  works  at  its  best,  that  way  back 
can  be  made  liveable  by  Christian  un¬ 
derstanding  and  pastoral  help. 

Yet  how  does  a  church  with  a  limited 
staff  available  for  counseling  reach 
persons  in  need  among  a  congregation 
that  may  be  made  up  of  thousands  of 
members? 

For  the  First  United  Methodist  Church 
of  San  Diego,  part  of  that  answer  is 
corqing  from  a  new  program  known  as 
"grief  sessions.”  Only  in  its  infant 
stages,  the  program  seems  to  fill  a  need 
never  before  met  at  the  3,000  member 
church,  according  to  its  organizer  the 
Rev.  Edward  J.  Hansen. 

Mr.  Hansen,  32,  is  minister  of 
education  at  First  Church  and  first  came 
across  the  idea  of  “grief  sessions”  while 
attending  a  conference  at  Claremont 
School  of  Theology.  A  speaker  mentioned 
the  potential  of  such  sessions  and  Mr. 
Hansen  took  it  from  there. 

The  basic  purpose  of  the  sessions  he 
has  organized  is  to  simply  get  persons 
together  who  have  experienced  recent 
grief  over  the  death  of  a  loved  one  and 
enable  them  to  gain  strength  and  un¬ 
derstanding  from  each  other  to  “work 
through”  their  problems. 

He  keeps  the  sessions  void  of  pressure 
with  no  one  being  called  upon  to  say  or  do 
anything  they  do  not  feel  comfortable 
with.  The  only  guideline  followed  is  the 


use  of  a  small  booklet  entitled  “Good 
Grief.” 

The  booklet,  written  by  Granger  K. 
Westberg  and  published  by  Fortress 
Press  of  Philadelphia,  deals  in  simple 
terms  with  the  kind  of  things  that  happen 
to  persons  when  they  experience  grief. 
The  booklet  is  used  as  a  conversation 
starter  and  as  a  “common  experience” 
from  which  discussion  can  begin. 

Mr.  Hansen’s  first  series  of  “grief 
sessions"  ran  for  six  weeks  beginning  in 
late  May  of  this  year.  Each  session  lasted 
an  hour  and  a  half,  one  day  a  week. 

Persons  for  the  session  were  contacted 
from  a  list  of  church  members  who  had 
experienced  the  death  of  a  loved  one 
during  the  previous  12  months.  The 
persons  were  contacted  by  telephone  and 
invited  to  the  sessions.  There  was  no 
requirement  to  attend  every  session  and 
each  person  was  told  he  could  choose  to 
participate  or  not  participate  in 
discussion  during  the  sessions.  Half  of 
the  persons  contacted  agreed  to  attend, 
and  the  group  varied  in  size  during  the 
six  sessions  from  16  to  seven  persons. 

The  first  meeting  was  devoted  to 
sharing.  No  one  was  asked  to  tell  of  his 
grief  experience,  but  nearly  all  of  those 
attending  did  so.  Grief  experiences 
shared  with  the  group  varied  from  that  of 
an  80-year-old  woman  who  had  lost  her 
husband  to  that  of  a  28-year-old  woman 
whose  two-year-old  son  had  just  died 
from  cancer. 

During  the  second  session,  participants 
made  lists  of  words  that  express  their 


feelings  of  grief.  They  then  discussed  the 
words  and  the  feelings  they  represent.  In 
this  way,  Mr.  Hansen  said,  the  par¬ 
ticipants  not  only  let  their  feelings  out  in 
the  open,  but  found  strength  in  the 
realization  that  those  feelings  are  similar 
to  the  feelings  of  others  going  through 
grief  situations. 

Reaction  of  participants  to  the  sessions 
after  they  were  over  was  very  positive, 
according  to  Mr.  Hansen.  Reaction  was 
so  positive,  in  fact,  that  he  plans  to  hold  a 
second  session  beginning  sometime  this 
month  this  time  announcing  the  sessions 
in  the  church  newsletter  and  giving 
persons  other  than  those  who  have  ex¬ 
perienced  grief  during  the  past  12  months 
to  take  part. 

And  looking  even  beyond  that,  Mr. 
Hansesn  hopes  eventually  to  have  other 
sessions  for  types  of  grief  other  than  over 
death.  A  real  possibility,  he  says,  would 
be  a  similar  session  dealing  with  grief 
brought  about  by  divorce. 

Mr.  Hansen,  who  holds  a  doctorate  of 
religion  degree  from  Claremont,  and  has 
been  a  local  pastor  for  the  past  seven 
years,  says  the  grief  session  program 
offers  as  much  exciting  potential  as  he 
has  come  across  as  a  pastor.  In  addition, 
he  says  the  grief  sessions  have  been  an 
education  for  himself. 

“I  have  counseled  with  members  of  the 
congregation  during  times  of  grief  in  the 
past,  of  course,"  he  said,  “but  I’ve  never 
really  seen  things  like  this  before.  The 
grief  sessions  have  made  me  more 
sensitive  to  persons  experiencing  grief.” 
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Mrs.  Inez  W.  Chrisentery 

Chrisentery  elected 
associate  director 
of  Conference  Council 

Mrs.  Inez  W.  Chrisentery  has  been 
elected  an  associate  director  by  the 
Conference  Council  on  Ministries,  ac¬ 
cording  to  an  announcement  by  Dr. 
George F.  Pearce,  Jr.,  council  chairman, 
and  the  Rev.  L.  Ray  Branton,  council  co¬ 
director.  Mrs.  Chrisentery  assumed  her 
new  post  on  October  l.  She  will  live  in 
Baton  Rouge,  thus  making  council  staff 
services  more  accessible  to  the  southern 
part  of  the  state. 

Mrs.  Chrisentery  was  born  in  Port 
Allen,  La.,  one  of  four  children.  She  was 
baptized  in  the  Scott  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Port  Allen,  and  has  belonged  to 
the  Neely  and  St.  Mark’s  Churches  in 
Baton  Rouge.  She  received  her  B.A.  from 
Southern  University  and  her  M.A.  from 
L.S.U. 

Mrs.  Chrisentery  has  a  distinguished 
record  in  elementary  public  education, 
having  served  as  a  teacher,  principal  and 
supervisor  in  the  East  Baton  Rouge  and 
St.  Helena  Parish  school  systems.  She 
has  held  many  positions  of  leadership  in 
the  church,  and  presently  serves  as 
Chairperson  of  the  Conference  Com¬ 
mission  on  Religion  and  Race  and  the 
jurisdictional  chairperson  of  leadership 
development  for  United  Methodist 
Women. 

Mrs.  Chrisentery’s  duties  will  be 
similar  to  those  of  other  conference  staff 
members.  She  will  be  the  primary  staff 
person  attached  to  three  of  the  District 
Councils  on  Ministries.  She  will  be 
available  to  local  churches  upon  request, 
to  perform  such  services  as  training 
church  school  workers,  councils  on 
ministries  and  other  church  leadership. 
She  will  be  staff  liaison  to  several  con¬ 
ference  boards  or  commissions.  Like 
other  staff  members,  Mrs.  Chrisentery 
will  have  a  unique  specialty.  She  will 
focus  in  children’s  ministries,  and  assist 
the  conference  to  upgrade  its  work  in  this 
field. 

When  asked  to  comment  on  her  ex¬ 
pectations,  Mrs.  Chrisentery  said,  “I 
come  into  this  new  job  with  great  ex¬ 
pectations  for  service.  I  am  a  servant  of 
the  church,  and  with  God’s  help,  I  will  do 
the  very  best  I  can.” 


Churches  respond 
to  Honduran 
relief  appeal 

Dr.  Leonard  Cooke,  Conference 
Treasurer,  reports  that  the  sum  of 
$8,605.14  has  been  received  for  the 
Advance  Special  Honduran  Relief 
as  of  Monday,  October  7,  1974. 

Hubert  Blanchard,  Conference 
Director  of  Disaster  Relief,  in¬ 
dicates  that  much  additional 
money  is  expected  to  be  sent  to  the 
Treasurer’s  office  in  the  near 
future.  All  sources  (churches  and 
individuals)  are  urged  to  remit 
their  contributions  as  soon  as 
possible  so  that  the  money  may  be 
expedited  to  the  suffering  people  of 
Honduras. 

A  considerably  greater  amount 
has  been  collected,  according  to 
the  reports  throughout  the  state.  If 
the  churches  will  send  this  relief 
money  now,  without  waiting  to 
send  it  in  through  normal  askings, 
directly  to  the  Conference 
Treasurer,  it  would  be  ap¬ 
preciated. 

“The  overall  response  to  the 
Honduran  people,’’  according  to 
Mr.  Blanchard,  ‘‘has  been 
tremendous.  Friends  in  Louisiana 
have  seen  the  need  of  their 
brothers  in  Honruas.  It  might  have 
been  because  in  the  past  we  have  a 
need  brought  on  by  hurricanes.” 

Mr.  Blanchard  sums  it  up:  “We 
have  been  down  that  road  our¬ 
selves!” 


Bishop’s  Message 

If  you  dislike  the  folksiness  of  a  column  such  as  this,  or  if  you  feel  it  is  not  in 
keeping  with  episcopal  dignity,  just  don’t  bother  to  read  on.  Perhaps  this 
column  is  merely  an  emotional  outlet  for  the  writer  or  a  chance  to  offer  a  bit  of 
propaganda,  but  whatever,  I  like  to  pen  it. 

Prior  to  1972,  I  wondered  where  a  bishop  “gets  his  kicks,”  and  now  I  know. 
Those  “kicks”  come  from  experiences  that  lift  and  inspire,  from  seeing  the 
panorama  of  a  church  on  the  march,  from  listening  to  laypeople  speak  of  their 
faith,  and  above  all,  from  visiting  and  participating  in  the  life  of  small 
congregations.  These  small  congregations  are  the  strength  of  our  church;  I 
often  wish  that  people  on  the  highest  level  of  the  bureaucracy  could  be  part  of  a 
small  rural  church;  what  a  difference  it  would  make! 

This  last  long  week-end  began  on  Thursday  at  Centenary  College  where  I  had 
the  privilege  of  addressing  the  faculty  and  students  —  an  Intellectual  challenge 
and  a  gratifying  experience.  On  that  evening  and  through  Friday  there  was 
participation  in  the  Holy  Spirit  Retreat  at  Pineville,  truly  helpful  and 
energizing.  On  Saturday  I  had  the  exciting  opportunity  of  addressing  the 
conference-wide  youth  rally  where  eight  hundred,  yes  800,  Methodist  teen-agers 
came  together  to  talk  about  “What’s  So  Special  About  United  Methodism?” 
There  was  a  “soaring  glory”  about  that  whole  event  that  caused  hope  and  joy 
and  faith  to  well  up  within  my  heart.  Office  work  Saturday  night  in  New  Orleans 
preceded  a  heavy  day  on  Sunday.  On  Sunday  morning  I  preached  on  the  Sun- 
Bush  circuit.  Bush  has  a  reported  membership  of  31,  and  Sun  has  16.  There  were 
34  and  17  present,  respectively,  and  the  pastor  had  made  extremely  careful 
preparation  for  our  coming.  The  two  churches,  located  deep  in  the  piney  woods 
not  far  from  Pearl  River  and  Mississippi  state  line  are  jewels.  The  folks  who 
attend  are  “the  salt  of  the  earth”  and  the  real  strength  of  our  Methodism.  We 
had  dinner  in  the  home  of  one  of  the  members,  and  that  dinner  lived  up  to  the 
grand  tradition  of  southern-Methodist-preacher-Sunday-dinners.  After  that, 
Mrs.  Crutchfield  and  I,  with  the  pastor,  visited  in  the  homes  of  four  of  the 
church  families;  we  departed  just  in  time  to  reach  the  New  Orleans  reception 
for  their  new  district  superintendent.  At  six  o’clock  we  preached  to  a  packed 
house  at  St.  James,  and  ordained  a  young  minister  to  the  diaconate.  This  was 
followed  by  a  congregation-wide  dinner  and  another  speech  with  questions  and 
answers.  All  of  that  took  us  past  nine-thirty,  and  I  can  tell  you  it  wasn’t  difficult 
to  sleep  Sunday  night. 

Where  does  a  bishop  get  his  kicks?  From  watching  a  great  church  move 
forward.  I  happen  to  love  this  ministry,  and  I  find  a  joy  and  a  challenge  daily  in 
its  rich  opportunities. 

Faithfully 

A 

Finis  A.  Crutchfield 


Mrs.  Mamie  S.  Huffman  recently 
joined  the  secretarial  staff  at  the  Council 
on  Ministries  in  Shreveport.  She  is  a 
member  of  St.  Luke’s  Church.  Shreve¬ 
port.  and  worked  in  the  church  office  for 
three  years.  She  is  currently  president  of 
St.  Luke’s  UMW  and  teaches  a  Junior 
High  church  school  class.  Mrs.  Huffman 
attended  Northwestern  State  University 
and  Centenary  College,  majoring  in 
secretarial  science. 


Special  offering  - 
Children’s  Home 

REMEMBER 
SUNDAY -OCTOBER  20 
HARVEST  DAY  OFFERING 
FOR 

CHILDREN’S  HOME.  RUSTON 
GIVE 


Asbury  Church, 
Clinton,  holds 
consecration 


Black  Worship  Experience 
is  this  weekend 

Approximately  300  persons  are  ex¬ 
pected  to  attend  the  “Black  Worship 
Experience”  at  Dillard  University  this 
weekend,  according  to  Dr.  L.  L.  Haynes, 
of  Baton  Rouge.  Doctor  Haynes  is 
director  of  this  significant  event  and  is  a 
member  of  the  General  Board  of 
Discipleship  and  serves  as  coordinator 
for  the  Section  of  Theology  and  Black 
Worship,  sponsor  of  the  consultation. 

The  program  will  feature  national 
Black  leaders  who  will  explore  and 
define  the  Black  worship  experience  and 
highlight  its  contributions  to  the  total 
worship  picture  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  The  consultation  will  involve 
selected  papers  and  presentations  by 
both  Black  and  White  scholars  on  various 
themes  from  Black  Worship. 


Twenty-two  visiting  pastors  were  in  Franklinton  for  the  three-day  “We  Care “ 
Mission  at  Centenary  and  Fisher  Churches.  They  worked  with  local  church 
members  to  give  spiritual  direction,  encouragement  and  friendship  in  the  name  of 
Christ.  Pictured  left  to  right  are  some  of  the  participants,  first  row:  Carey  Martin: 
Calvin  Lapuyade;  James  T.  Harris;  Larry  Stafford  and  Jerry  Fuller.  Second  row': 
Bill  Blakely,  Jimmy  Caraway,  Jack  Shaw  and  Roy  Garrett.  Third  row:  Otis  Spinks . 
John  Lee,  Dave  Felder.  Bob  Crichlow,  Jack  Winegeart  and  Stone  Caraway.  Fourth 
row:  Spitler  Milton,  B.  E.  Bond  (pastor),  Leon  Scott,  Bill  McCutcheon.  Byrl 
Moreland,  Jr.,  Willie  Poole,  George  Sherman  and  M.  L.  Davis.  Bishop  Crutchfield 
also  took  part  in  the  Mission,  as  did  District  Superintendent  William  Fraser. 

Conference  on  the  Holy  Spirit  provides 
fellowship,  instruction,  inspiration 


Sponsored  by  the  Board  of  Discipleship 
of  the  Conference,  the  Conference  on  the 
Holy  Spirit  was  held  at  First  Church, 
Pineville,  October  3-5.  The  response  and 
participation  was  enthusiastic  and 
gratifying. 

Purpose  of  the  Conference  was  to 


The  New  Asbury  United  Methodist 
Church  Consecration  Service  was  held  at 
the  church  in  Clinton  recently. 

The  service  was  conducted  by  the  Rev. 
James  A.  Smith,  pastor,  and  the  Rev.  B. 
M.  Hall,  visiting  pastor.  Asbury  has  been 
in  service  for  82  years. 

Special  visitors  came  from  throughout 
Louisiana  and  Dr.  D.  L.  McGuire 
delivered  the  consecration  sermon. 


Important  Meeeting 
Olctober  23rd,  1974 
District  Directors  of 
Camping  and 
Conference  Committee  on 
Camps  and  Conferences 
1st  United  Methodist  Church 
Pineville 

10:00  a.m.  to3:00p.m. 


Among  those  at  the  clergy  session  were 

Goodgame  (in  charge  of  literature);  the . 

Jerome  Cain.  105  attended  the  Clergy  Session. 


the  Rev.  J.  J.  Caraway;  Mrs.  Charles 
the  Rev.  Charles  Tucker;  and  the  Rev.  A. 


Three  generations  of  Centenary  students  and  two  generations  o/  Centenary  chair 

zgr;  eTre,dz  Hodsr Ga,dens  during  th * cho'r,°  p™*— <« 

here  are.  Janet  Mayo,  alto  in  this  year's  choir;  the  Rev.  J.  Henry  Bowdon  Jr 
alumnus  o/Centenary  choir;  Ken  Bowdon.  bass  in  this  year's  choir;  Louise  Bowdon 
'  J  ,n  S  m°*h"'  a  Centenary  choir  alumna;  and  Dr.  J.  Henry  Bowdon.  Sr.,  a 
19*8  Centenary  student  and  recipient  of  an  honorary  degree  in  1951. 


Monroe  District  sets  Evangelism 
Crusade,  successful  event 


ft 


MJN 

Among  participants  in  the  Monroe  District  Crusade  were  left  to  rig  ht  :  Dr.  W.  D. 
Boddie,  chairman  of  spiritual  preparation;  Jimmy  Sowder,  Crusade  director  for 
Bowdoin-Sowder  Crusades :  Cyde  C.  Frazier,  Jr.  superintendent  ofM'onroe  District, 
and  general  chairman  of  the  Crusade. 


provide  a  time  of  fellowship,  inspiration 
and  instruction  for  the  ministers  of  the 
Conference.  So  that  lay  persons  of  the 
conference  might  also  have  this  op¬ 
portunity,  laity  were  invited  to  par¬ 
ticipate.  More  than  200  persons  were  on 
hand  for  the  successful  event. 


The  Monroe  District  Evangelism 
Crusade,  with  Bowdoin-Sowder  Crusades 
of  Orlando,  Fla.,  was  held  in  the  Monroe 
Civic  Center  October  13-20.  Members  of 
the  65  churches  of  the  district  filled  the 
2,300-seat  theater  to  overflowing  for  the 
service  at  four  o’clock  on  the  opening 
Sunday  of  the  series.  SErvices  were  at 
7:30  p.m.  on  the  following  days. 

Dr.  Herbert  L.  Bowdoin  was  the 
featured  speaker  for  the  Crusade.  Doctor 
Bowdoin  is  an  approved  evangelist  of  the 
Florida  Conference.  He  is  the  preacher 
on  Methodist  Hour  broadcasts. 

Another  key  member  of  the  team  was 
Jimmy  Sowder.  Mr.  Sowder  operates  in  a 
dual  role  as  director  for  Bowdoin-Sowder 
Crusades  and  as  president  of  the  Francis 
Asbury  Agency,  producer  of  the  weekly 
Methodist  Hour  radio  program.  From 
1960  to  1973  he  was  director  of  the  Ford 
Philpot  Evangelistic  Association. 

The  series  of  public  evangelistic  ser¬ 
vices  in  Monroe  culminated  planning 
that  began  last  winter.  In  May  800  per¬ 
sons  attended  a  banquet  to  meet  the 
Bowdoin-Sowder  Crusade  team  to  mark 
the  kick-off  for  five  months  of  prayerful 
planning  and  preparation.  Forty  district 
churches  were  fully  organized  and  have 
participated  in  the  early  intensive  phases 
of  mobilization  and  in  the  more  recent 
phase  of  spiritual  preparation  during  the 
last  seven  weeks.  The  six  weeks 
following  the  Crusade  will  be  a  period  of 
conversation.  During  that  time  the 
churches  will  guide  new  converts  in 
spiritual  growth,  and  the  churches  will 
work  to  conserve  and  build  on  the  results 
of  the  Crusade. 

Mrs.  Sadye  Lane,  another  member  of 
the  crusade  team,  spent  several  months 
in  Monroe  in  charge  of  the  crusade  office. 

James  W.  Smith  was  the  instru¬ 
mentalist  and  soloist.  In  1971  Mr. 
Smith  was  featured  soloist  at  the 
National  Congress  on  Evangelism  in  New 
Orleans.  The  Rev.  Whitney  Dough,  a 
member  of  the  Florida  Conference,  will 

Child  care  workshop 
to  be  held  in 
Shreveport  District 

The  Local  Church”  was  held  October 
15-17  at  Noel  Memorial  Church,  Shreve¬ 
port.  The  meeting  was  sponsored  by  tlhe 
Shreveport  District  Leadership  Com¬ 
mittee. 

The  workshop  was  planned  for  all 
workers  who  have  responsibility  for  child 
care  at  a  church,  workers  with  children 
in  child  care,  Nursery  Home  Visitors, 
children’s  coordinators,  and  for  in¬ 
terested  parents  and  ministers 
Guidance  in  the  church’s  ministry  for: 
child  care  as  well  as  guidelines  fo  r 
qualifications  of  workers  were  offered. 
Other  topics  of  discussion  included 
space  and  equipment;  health  and  safet;/ 
relationships  —  child  and  worker  *s, 
workers  and  parents. 


served  as  associate  evar  igelist  to  Doctor 
Bowdoin.  He  directed  the  400-member 
choir  and  the  congregational  singing. 
Hymn  dramas,  based  or  i  the  lives  of  some 
of  the  grt;at  hymn  writ  ers  of  the  Church, 
were  presented  by  7  Mr.  Dough  at  10 
o’clock  each  morninf Monday  through 
Friday,  at  Southside  Church. 

Clyde  <C.  Frazier,  .  Jr.,  Monroe  District 
Superint  endent,  was  general  chairman  of 
the  Crusade.  Gener  al  co-chairmen  were 
Jack  De  w,  the  Rev  .  Isaac  Patton,  John 
Sewell  find  Joe  Sol.omon. 

Committee  chaii .-persons  were:  Dewe 
and  SoJiomon,  prayer;  Leon  McIntosh, 
banquet  and  If  real  church  general 
chairpersons;  Dr  .  W.  D.  Boddie  and  the 
Rev.  William  Haskell,  spiritual 
preparation;  the  -  Rev.  R.  S.  Murray  and 
H  B.  Cruthirrds.  ushers;  Richard 
Ballar  d,  finance.1;  Milton  Johnson,  church 
school  ;  Joe  F  .  Cleveland,  music;  Joe 
Wolla  m  and  Dr.  Larry  Blackmon, 
businessmen;  Patton  and  Ellis  Casey, 
ministerial  participation;  Robert 
Honalcer,  Prince  Ella  Wilson,  and  the 
Rev.  Conrad  Edwards,  youth;  Mrs.  Dixie 
Ware  and  Mrs.  Lucille  Goodwin,  nur¬ 
sery;  the  R<av.  Lea  Joyner  and  McIntosh, 
publicity;  Jack  Warren,  telephone; 
Horace  J  Eyre  and  Bernard  Waite, 
delegations  and  reservations;  the  Rev. 
Robe  rt  P  eyton,  location  and  facilities ; 
Mrs.  Grace  Earl,  secretary. 


Dr.  Herbert  L.  Bowdoin,  preacher  jor 
lAonroe  District  Crusade. 

1  outh  conference 
huge  success 

Youth  leadership  in  the  conference  was 
greatly  encouraged  by  the  impressive 
attendance  and  spirit  at  the  recent 
Conference  Youth  Rally  at  Pineville, 
attended  by  approximately  eight  hun¬ 
dred  young  people. 

Dean  of  the  highly  successful  event 
was  the  Reverend  Willis  Dear,  who  was 
assisted  by  the  Reverend  Lorris  Wim- 
berley,  the  Reverend  Freddie  Hen¬ 
derson,  Bruce  Hearn,  Donna  Hendricks, 
and  others. 


Soma  of  the  125  laypersons  at  the  Holy  Spirit  Conference  included,  from  left  Mrs 
C.  J  Conly.  Jacfeso n.  Miss.;  Mrs.  K.  K.  Parker.  Natchitoches;  Mrs.  H.  H  Hankins 
Natchitoches;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Groves.  Pineville.  ' 


.  .JUtti _ 

Louisiana  participants  attending  the  summer  school  at  SMU  are  shown  in  this 
photograph.  With  Director  Carlton  young  (on  left)  are  Gerald  Halley.  Slidell 
Diet, \ertch.aSe'  L°fayett*:  Mary,C'  Pa*ne'  Spcinghill;  and  faculty  member  Phil 

Three  from  Louisiana  participate 
in  music  program  at  SMU 

Training  in  theology,  worship,  hym- 
nology ,  music  theory,  choral  con  ducting, 
and  other  aspects  of  church  i  music 
highlighted  the  annual  churcla  music 
summer  school  at  SMU’s  Perkit  is  School 
of  Theology.  Involved  in  this  sctiool  were 
persons  working  in  church  m  usic  and 
desiring  further  training,  thiose  who 


aspire  towards  certification  a 
associates  in  music  within  the  Unite 
Methodist  Church,  and  some  already 
qualified  persons  wishing  to  review  an 
enlarge  their  musical  and  theologies 
background. 

The  faculty  was  headed  by  Dr.  Carltoi 
R.  Young  of  Perkins. 
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Editorials  .v.v.w.sv.ssv.v.v.ssv.v.v.ssv.sv; 

Congress  should  not  exempt  state 
lotteries  from  anti-gambling  laws 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


There?  is  good  news  and  bad  news  for 
those  concerned  about  the  effects  of 
organized  gambling  on  our  society. 

The  good  news  is  that  the  U.S.  Justice 
Department  may  move  to  close  down 
public  lotteries  in  13  states  for  violation 
of  federal  anti-gambling  laws  (See 
TM/  UMR,  Oct.  4). 

The  bad  news  is  that  the  Justice 
Department  has  said  it  will  not  take 
action  for  90  days,  and  has  invited 
Congress  to  use  this  time  to  exempt  state- 
sponsored  lotteries  from  the  federal  anti- 
gambling  laws. 

Most  of  the  state  lotteries  were  ap¬ 
proved  in  the  first  place  because  of 
promises  that  they  would  produce 
massive  amounts  of  easy  income  for  the 
states.  Kn  most  cases,  however,  state 
revenues  from  lotteries  have  been  much 
less  than  promised. 

y  Regardless  of  how  much  income  they 
imay  produce,  state  lotteries  —  like  ail 
fprms  of  organized  gambling  —  lend  the 
government’s  encouragement  to  a 
^et.rtructh'e,  get-something-for-nothing 
mentality 

'The  Un.ited  Methodist  Statement  of 

Institutional 
structures  can 
meet  needs 

.  There  is  an  e  ver-present  da  nger  within 
every  colossus  institution  that  someday 
die  managers  will  wake  up  and  find 
themselves  to  l>  ?  the  managed . 

-  It  is  because  .  somehow,  giant  in¬ 
stitutions  seem  to  be  made  up  of  boards, 
which  are  in  tui  m  made  up  of  com¬ 
missions,  which  ai  *e  in  turn  made  up  of 
committees,  which  are  in  turn  made  up 
of  task  forces,  whicl  i  are  in  turn*  tied  up  in 
institutional  directs  *’es. 

The  United  M  ethodist  Church, 
regardless  of  whate  ver  else  iit  is,  is  a 
colossus  institution.  lit  is  faced  ilaily  with 
the  stated  “ever-p  resent  d’anger.” 
Sometimes  die  churel  i,  like  other  giant 
institutions,  finds  itsel  f  being  r  nanaged 
by  the  structure  rathe  r  than  using  the 
structure  to  manage  iti  >  affairs. 

During  moments  of  s;uch  infli  Mobility 
there  are  those  among  u  s  who  ar  e  quick 
to  stand  up  and  condem  n  the  w  hole  in¬ 
stitution  as  impossible  to  work  tltirough. 
Yet  those  who  have  had  the  *ir  eyes  open  in 
recent  weeks  to  the  efforts  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  in  providing  relief  for 
the  people  of  hurricane-ravaged  Hon¬ 
duras  have  been  able  to  s>ee  thtat  the 
church,  regardless  of  its  sir.e,  does  not 
have  to  be  inflexible. 

United  Methodism  started  wiith  an 
appeal  to  raise  $200,000  for  an  “Advance 
Special”  to  be  funneled  to  Honduras  by 
way  of  Church  World  Service  (CWS)  of 
the  National  Council  of  Churches  (see 
TM/  UMR,  Oct.  11  andelsewheire  in  this 
issue).  The  aid  was  swift  a.nd  con¬ 
tributions  quickly  turned  into  m<2dical 
supplies  and  clothing  for  the  pt*>]ple  of 
Honduras. 

The  structure  was  there  and  w  orking. 
Funds  came  from  local  church  mi  ;mbers 
to  the  United  Methodist  Commit  tee  on 
Relief  (UMCOR),  and  from  thi  ?re  to 
Church  World  Service,  and  from  th  ere  to 
an  ecumenical  relief  committe «  in 
Honduras  and  from  there  to  the  peoi  ole  of 
Honduras. 

Then,  midway  through  the  first  we<  ?k  of 
relief  efforts,  United  Methodists  bea  ime 
aware  of  needs  that  were  not  being  me  >t  in 
the  Bay  Islands  —  islands  off  the  coas  t  of 
Honduras  occupied  predominately  by 
English-speaking  Methodists.  With  in 
hours  a  portion  of  the  money  being 
.collected  by  the  church  for  use  on  the 
;  mainland  was  diverted  and  supplies  wen? 
already  arriving  in  the  Bay  Islands, 
bypassing  other  agencies  and  going 
directly  from  UMCOR. 

Had  the  colossus  proved  it  was  not 
inflexible?  At  least  it  had  proved  it 
doesn’t  have  to  be. 
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Social  Principles  states  the  case  against 
public  lotteries  and  other  forms  of 
organized  gambling  succinctly  and 
convincingly:  “Organized  gambling  is  a 
menace  to  society,  deadly  to  the  best 
interests  of  moral,  social,  economic  and 
spiritual  life,  and  destructive  of  good 
government.  As  an  act  of  faith  and  love. 
Christians  should  abstain  from  gam¬ 
bling,  and  should  strive  to  minister  to 
those  victimized  by  the  practice.  Com¬ 
munity  standards  and  personal  life¬ 
styles  should  be  such  as  would  make 
unnecessary  and  undesirable  the  resort 
to  commercial  gambling,  including 
public  lotteries,  as  a  recreation,  as  an 
escape,  or  as  a  means  of  producing 
public  revenue  or  funds  for  support  of 
charities  or  governments.” 

Any  modification  of  federal  law  by 
Congress  to  accommodate  the  13  existing 
state  lotteries  would  go  against  the  best 
interests  of  those  states’  citizens.  Fur¬ 
ther,  such  explicit  exemptions  of  state 
lotteries  by  Congress  would  likely  en¬ 
courage  other  states  to  institute  lotteries 
—  to  the  detriment  of  their  citizens. 

We  urge  Congress  to  stand  firmly 
behind  our  current  federal  anti-gambling 
laws,  and  to  refuse  to  exempt  state  lot¬ 
teries  from  same. 

We  urge  the  Justice  Department  to 
follow  through  with  an  injunction  against 
all  state  lotteries  found  to  be  in  violation 
of  federal  anti-gambling  laws. 

We  urge  TM/  UMR  readers  to  con¬ 
sider  this  issue  and  its  implications,  and 
to  write  your  Senators  and  Congressmen 
expressing  your  convictions. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


Here  I  Stand 


OCTOBER  II.  1174 


Lift  Christ  to  suprenMcy 


By  WM.G.  MORRIS 

We  live  in  a  world  that  has  little  time 
for  its  Creator.  We  belong  to  a  church 
that,  in  great  measure,  has  become 
unfaithful  to  its  leader,  Jesus  Christ. 

War  and  violence  ravage  the  world. 

Crime  and  immorality  continue  almost 
unchallenged. 

Courtesy  to  and  concern  for  man  is 
nearly  dead. 

The  philosophy  of  the  day  is,  ”1.” 

The  sociology  of  the  day  is,  "Give  me, 
or  I  want.” 

The  psychology  is,  “Demonstration 
and  disobedience.” 

The  economy  of  the  day  is,  “Buy  now, 
pay  later  —  much  later  —  through 
children  yet  unborn.” 

The  theology  of  the  day  is,  “Who  needs 
God  anyway?” 

The  results  are,  “Violence,  confusion 
and  frustration.” 

This  has  happened  despite  the  fact  that 
the  Christian  Church  possesses  leaders, 
funds,  facilities,  teaching  materials, 
programs,  worship  services,  etc.  Neither 
has  the  church  been  under  suppression  or 
coercion.  The  atheists  have  been  active, 
but  they  are  not  responsible  for  our 
general  separation  from  God  and  Jesus 
Christ. 

A  vast  majority  of  enrolled  Christians 
have  placed  God  at  the  bottom  of  life’s 
desires.  He  is  no  longer  the  Creator  and 
Sustainer.  Most  feel  things  are  pretty 
good  —  “I  don’t  need  Him  now”  —  and 
are  forfeiting  His  love,’  mercy  and 
redemption.  For  a  great  multitude, 
pleasure  and  things  of  earth  have 
become  paramount  in  their  desires. 


The  hypocrisy  of  professing  belief 
without  follow-through  —  transplanting 
into  everyday  living  very  little  of  what 
takes  place  in  the  sanctuary  —  has 
weakened  God’s  role  in  the  world.  We 
have  made  God  unimportant.  So  we  have 
degeneration  and  chaos,  because  God 
has  become  a  non-essential  in  the  life  of 
His  greatest  creation  and  “first  love,” 
Man. 

Christ  must  again  be  lifted  to 
supremacy.  He  must  be  taken  from  the 
clutter  of  life  and  made  the  object  of  His 
followers’  thinking,  affection,  devotion, 
dedication,  commitment,  and  service. 
Then :  War  and  violence  will  come  to  an 
end. 

Crime  and  immorality  will  cease  to 


dominate. 

Concern  for  and  t«rr*e*y  to  all  men 
will  be  practiced. 

The  philosophy  of  the  day  will  be, 

“We.”  ; 

The  sociology  of  the  day  will  be, 
“Geared  to  what  we  can  earn  and  can 
pay  for.” 

The  theology  will  be,  “Recognition  of 
and  trust  in  God." 

And  the  results  will  be  peace  among 
men,  joy  in  all  the  world,  and  happiness 
for  all  the  children  of  God. 

This  week’s  contributor,  the  Rev.  Wm. 
G.  Morris,  is  pastor  of  the  Mifflin  Avenue 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Wiifeinsburg, 
Pennsylvania. 


Bud  llcrron 


On  llieTM/UMR  Bent 

A  ‘ Disneyland 9  view  of 
grocery  store  ethics 


A  lot  of  Americans  are  frightened 
today.  It  is  a  strange  kind  of  fear.  We  are 
afraid  of  wnat  might  be  called  our 
“Disneyland  depression.” 

It’s  not  a  fear  of  starvation,  but  of  less 
“Oogle-Google  Grape  Peanut  Butter”  for 
our  children  and  less  “One-Step  Instant 
Dinner  in  a  Box”  for  ourselves. 

It’s  not  a  fear  of  being  left  without 
shelter,  but  a  fear  of  never  living  in  the 


EMC-Global  Ministries  ‘peace’  questioned 


To  the  Editor: 

I  wish  to  take  issue  with  the  headline  in 
the  Oct.  4  issue  which  suggested  that  the 
Evangelical  Missions  Council  and  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  had  made 
peace.  If  indeed  the  Chicago  meeting  of 
representatives  from  the  two  bodies  was 
held  in  an  atmosphere  of  cordiality 
rather  than  of  hostility,  then  that  is  a 
positive  and  constructive  step.  However, 
that  atmosphere  of  cordiality  must  not  be 
interpreted  as  the  surrender  of  strongly- 
held  convictions  on  the  part  of 
evangelicals  within  the  United  Methodist 
Church. 

The  appointment  by  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  of  a  staff  person  to 
work  in  the  area  of  evangelism  may  be  a 
“point  of  origin,”  to  use  Bishop  Allen’s 
term ;  but  this  must  be  regarded  as  mere 
tokenism  by  evangelicals  in  the  church  if 
the  changes  are  not  a  great  deal  more 
far-reaching  than  Jhat.  What  evangeli¬ 
cals  want  is  not  just  more  tinkering  with 
the  machinery  (^organizational  struc¬ 
ture  at  475  Riverside  Drive.  Rather  it  is  a 
fundamental  change  in  the  philosophy 
and  theology  of  Christian  missions  that  is 
needed.  There  can  be  no  compelling 
motivation  for  missionary  evangelism 
without  the  conviction  that  mankind  is 
lost  and  without  hope  apart  from  the 
saving  grace  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 
The  universalism  that  has  been  so 
prevalent  in  the  activities  and 
pronouncements  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  and  the  former  Board  of 
Missions  is  a  far  cry  from  that  basic 
Christian  affirmation. 

In  short,  there  can  be  no  real  peace 
between  evangelicals  and  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  unless  and  until  there 
is  a  basic  change  in  direction  on  the  part 
of  the  Board.  At  this  point  I  remain  un¬ 
convinced  that  such  a  basic  change  is 
forthcoming.  May  God  give  us  a  vision  of 
the  fields  that  are  “white  unto  harvest” 
so  that  the  whole  Body  of  Christ  may  be 
mobilized  to  spread  the  Gospel  to  the 
ends  of  the  earth.  May  we  all  feel  the 
urgency  of  doing  our  part  to  fulfill  the 
Great  Commission  before  our  Lord 
returns. 

W.  Laurens  Hudson 

Dallas,  Texas 

Let’s  not  put  God  in  u  box 

To  the  Editor: 

Just  a  comment  regarding  the  letter 
headed  ‘Those  Who  Were  Not  Healed 
1  Lacked  Faith’,  in  the  Oct.  4  issue  in  the 
controversy  concerning  Kathryn 
b  oihlrnan. 

If  what  this  writer  claims  is  true,  are 
w  e  then  to  assume  that  the  reason  Paul 
w;as  not  healed  of  his  ‘thorn  in  the  flesh’ 
w*  is  that  he  did  not  have  enough  faith? 

'.rhe  Great  Physician  has  His  reasons 
for  healing  some,  and  not  others.  Many  of 
our  greatest  saints  have  not  been  healed, 
sue  h  as  Paul;  while  others  who  claim  no 
faith  whatsoever  have  been  healed. 

I  consider  the  writer’s  statement  a 
very  deep  hurt  to  our  many  Christian 
brot  hers  and  sisters  who  have  far  deeper 
faith  i  than  many  of  us  might  ever  come  to 
have  ,  and  whose  faith  in  many  instances 
has  b  een  deepened  through  their  physical 
trial,  and  yet  for  reasons  known  only  to 
our  Lord,  they  have  not  been  healed. 

Per  haps  this  in  itself  might  be  one  of 
the  answers.  Our  Lord  knows  so  much 
better  than  any  of  us,  what  our  true  needs 
individually  are.  Perhaps  in  some  in¬ 
stances  these  dear  saints  have  such  a 
deep  spiritual  healing  that  He  merely 
whispe  rs  to  them,  ‘My  Grace  is  sufficient 
for  yoiu’;  while  in  other  instances  a 
spiritual  healing  is  given  instead  of  the 
previou  sly  asked  for  physical  healing;  in 
other  csises  He  might  have  felt  a  physical 
healing  was  needed  to  increase  an  in- 
dividual"s  faith;  every  person  and  every 
situation  has  His  individual  attention  and 
reasons  behind  it.  If  we  KNEW  the 
reasons  behind  God’s  actions,  we  would 
no  longer  be  walking  by  faith,  but  by 
sight. 

Let’s  nc  >t  put  ‘God  in  a  box’  and  down  on 


our  level  by  inferring  that  He  will  heal  us 
‘if’  we  meet  certain  standards! 

Mrs.  Gladys  Vaught 
Yuba  City,  California 

Reader  appalled  by 

‘ Heaven  and  hell’ carnival 

To  the  Editor: 

As  a  Christian  and  sponsor  of  the  youth 
group  in  our  local  church,  I  was  appalled 
to  read  of  the  “Heaven  and  Hell  Car-, 
nival”  held  by  the  young  people  of  First 
UMC  of  Temple,  Texas  (TM/  UMR,  Oct. 
4). 

I  wondered  as  I  read  about  it  what 
Paul’s  reaction  would  have  been  if  he  had 
come  upon  this  in  the  early  churches.  His 
comments  in  Ephesiaas  6:12  might  give 
thought  to  his  reactions.  "For  we  wrestle 
not  against  flesh  and  blood,  but  against 
principalities,  against  powers,  against 
the  rulers  of  the  darkness  of  this  world, 
against  spiritual  wickedness  in  high 
places.” 

When  are  we  going  to  begin  to  teach 
our  young  people  that  the  truths  of  the 
Bible  are  real  and  not  fairy  tales? 

If  we  in  the  church  spoof  the  devil  who 
will  recognize  the  truth? 

I  believe  in  young  people  having  a  rich 
fellowship  in  the  church  but  not  to  the 
point  of  making  a  mockery  of  God’s  Holy 
Word. 

May  our  young  people  grow  in  His  Love 
and  know  their  purpose  of  being 
believers  of  Christ  Jesus. 

Mrs.  Arlene  Fridley 
High  Ridge,  Missouri 
Do  we  like  the  way  our 
pastors  are  packaged 

To  the  Editor: 

Let’s  face  it.  In  these  days,  packing  is 
important.  Industry  spends  thousands  of 
dollars  to  design  packages  which  sell 
their  product.  Breakfast  food  is  so 
packaged  that  even  the  small  fry  who 
cannot  read  can  find  their  favorite  by  the 
character  on  the  package.  The  size  and 
color  of  the  package  are  researched  to 
promote  sales.  A  can  of  tomatoes  shows  a 
picture  of  a  beautiful,  ripe  tomatoe  on  the 
label.  A  can  of  com  shows  a  fine  ear  of 
com.  Would  you  buy  a  can  of  com  which 
had  a  picture  of  a  tomatoe  on  the  label, 
even  though  it  was  stamped  “com?”  We 
would  hesitate  because  we  are  ac¬ 
customed  to  “reading  the  pictures.” 

Why  is  it  that  in  these  days,  so  many 
pastors  stand  in  front  of  their  people 
dressed  as  an  entertainer?  Many  of  them 
look  like  “stand-up  comedians.”  The 
sport  jackets  are  so  bright,  you  almost 
need  dark  glasses !  What  happened  to  the 
idea  a  pastor  was  "called  of  God,”  a 
“man  of  the  cloth?”  Are  we  ashamed  of 
our  calling?  The  Catholic  Church  insists 
that  their  priests  look  the  part  whenever 
they  are  in  public.  Shouldn’t  we  declare 
our  faith  by  wearing  the  right  label? 

Charles  E.  Wirt 
Parker,  Indiana 

Will  you  invite  us  into 
your  home  for  a  meal? 

To  the  Editor: 

This  letter  is  to  anyone  with  the  same 
spirit  of  adventure  that  we  are  using 
when  we  ask  “Will  you  invite  us  into  your 
home  for  an  evening  meal?” 

We  are  planning  a  trip  to  include 
Asherville,  N.C.;  Chattanooga,  Term.; 
Birmingham,  Ala;  Jackson,  Miss.; 
Shreveport,  La.;  Dallas,  Texas;  Ft 
Smith,  Ark.;  Lexington,  Ky.;  and 
Charleston,  W.  Va.  during  the  first  half  erf 
the  month  of  December. 

Our  children  are  4, 6,  and  8  and  we  are 
concerned  with  their  continuously  eating 
in  restaurants.  Secondly  —  and  certainly 
just  as  important  if  not  more  so  —  we  are 
interested  in  meeting  people  on  a  per¬ 
sonal  basis  as  we  travel  and  not  just 
points  of  interest. 

We  attend  Trinity  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Salisbury,  Md.  I  am  on  the 
COM  and  my  wife  is  chairperson  of  one  of 
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the  UMW  circles.  We  have  a  small  farm, 
are  raising  broilers  (35,000  per  flock), 
and  have  an  oyster  hatchery.  My  wife  is 
an  expert,  in  my  opinion,  on  canning, 
freezing,  preserving  and  baking. 

We  offer  an  evening  of  conversation  in 
exchange  for  your  hospitality.  If  you 
would  like  to  take  a  once  in  a  lifetime 
chance  to  meet  someone  you  have  never 
seen  and  will  probably  never  see  again, 
won’t  you  please  write  us? 

Max  E.  Chambers 

Tyaskin,  Maryland 
EDITOR’S  NOTE:  Responses  to  this 
unusual  request,  addressed  to  Mr. 
Chambers,  c/  o  TM/  UMR,  P.O.  Box 
1076,  Dallas,  Texas  75221,  will  be  for¬ 
warded  to  him.  We  will  request  that  Mr. 
Chambers  provide  us  —  and  our  readers 
—  with  an  after-the-fact  report  regarding 
his  visits. 

Let’s  do  something  about 
profanity  on  television 
To  the  Editor: 

I  think  the  Christian  people  of  the 
United  States,  led  by  the  ministers  of  the 
churches,  should  do  something  about  the 
profanity  that  is  used  on  television 
programs. 

How  can  the  children  and  grand¬ 
children  of  today  have  a  chance  when 
they  hear  these  four-letter  words 
anytime  the  television  is  turned  on? 

If  we,  the  silent  majority,  sit  idly  by 
and  do  nothing  about  it,  I  fear  that  we  will 
be  held  responsible  instead  of  the 
children.  ...  ..  _  . 

Lucille  M.  Bates 

Midway,  Texas 
TM/UMR  articles  helpful 
To  the  Editor: 

The  editorial  “Justice,  mercy  and  the 
Christian  faith,”  the  analysis  “Amnesty 
and  world  peace”  by  T.  Otto  Nall,  the 
“Letter  to  the  Editor”  by  Robert  Randall 
Jr.  from  Lakeland,  Florida,  and  “Where 
is  our  home?  Where  the  church  is!”  by 
Bud  Herron  (TM/  UMR,  Sept.  27)  were 
well  worth  the  time  it  took  to  read  them. 

Articles  such  as  these  are  helpful  to  one 
seeking  to  decide  his  position  as  a 
Christian  on  the  many  issues  facing  us 
today. 

Mrs.  George  T.  Martin 

Wyaconda,  Missouri 

Hoic  would  a  ‘ Connectional - 
charismatic  wedding' look? 
To  the  Editor: 

I  read  in  the  Sept.  13  issue  of 
TM/  UMR  the  quote  of  Bishop  Paul  A. 
Washburn  about  a  “connectional- 
charismatic  wedding.”  The  bishop  calls 
for  a  “wedding  between  connectional 
persons  and  honest  charisma.”  I  am  not 
sure  what  he  has  in  mind,  but  the 
Methodist  Church  has  practiced 
charisma  since  its  beginning.  To  my 
knowledge  it  has  not  changed.  I  don’t 
know  any  Methodist  ministers  who  are 
“not  chosen  persons  and  commanded  by 
the  grace  of  God.” 

The  bishop  calls  for  “covenant  and 
church,  not  institutionalism  and 
bureaucracy.”  This  isn’t  clear  to  me,  but 
any  time  the  bishop  wants  the  church  I 


am  serving  to  stop  paying  ministerial 
support  from  which  bishops’  salaries  are 
paid,  I  shall  relay  the  word  to  the  church. 
Missionaries,  bishops,  ministers,  lay 
ministers,  secretaries,  etc.  are  kept  at 
their  post  of  service  because  people 
called  Methodist  work,  sweat,  pray  and 
pay;  that’s  charisma.  People  sitting 
around  holding  hands  and  going  through 
some  emotional  outburst,  as  current 
charismatic  advocates  doesn’t  get  the 
job  done  in  terms  of  helping  to  lift  the 
burdens  of  the  world. 

Keith  Davis 

Lapel,  Indiana 

Thanks  for  showing  that 

we're  making  progress 

To  the  Editor: 

Thanks  for  the  articles  on  campus 
ministry  in  the  Sept.  13  issue  of 
TM/  UMR.  Slowly,  slowly,  we  are 
making  progress,  correcting  the 
negative  image  of  the  fifties  and  sixties, 
and  demonstrating  that  we  can  adapt  to 
new  situations  with  new  styles  of 
ministry,  and  to  traditional  situations 
with  traditional  ministries.  This  remains 
one  of  the  toughest,  most  challenging,  but 
rewarding  ministries  available  to 
Christians  in  America.  Thanks  for 
helping  Methodists  understand  it. 

Wallace  Chappell 

Dallas,  Texas 


bi-level  home  at  the  edge  of  town  with  a 
real  fireplace  in  the  family  room  and  a 
built-in  gas  grill  on  the  patio. 

It’s  not  a  fear  of  going  without  clothing, 
but  of  having  to  wear  clothing  that  is  not 
“Perma-Pressed." 

When  most  Americans  think  of 
economic  hard  times  today,  we  seem  to 
be  speaking  of  this  “Disneyland 
depression.”  We  see  the  fantasy  that  is 
consumer  America  falling  apart  and  we 
are  frightened. 

The  shortages  of  the  past  18  months 
have  done  much  to  bring  the  reality  of  the 
situation  into  our  homes.  When  a 
generation  which  can  remember  no 
alternative  to  the  paper  towel  comes  face 
to  face  with  a  bare  shelf,  the  panic  of 
“My  gosh,  what  will  I  wipe  up  spilled 
milk  with  this  week?”  can  become  an 
obsession. 

The  way  we  have  reacted  to  these 
shortages  is,  curious  indeed  in  relation 
to  Christian  values.  The  mass  psychology 
seems  to  be  “I’D  get  mine  before  the 
supply  runs  out  and  to  blazes  with 
everyone  else.”  People  are  on  such  edge 
that  a  sly  grocer  could  drop  a  few  hints 
that  split  pea  soup  was  going  off  the 
market  and  could  sell  a  year’s  supply  in 
one  day. 

Not  only  is  such  panic-buying  senseless 
in  the  long  run  —  since  no  one  is  going  to 
be  able  to  buy  a  life  time  supply  of 
everything  we  are  going  to  have  to 
manage  without  —  but  it  has  a  sickly 
selfish  ring  to  it. 

In  some  ways  our  attitudes  about 
shortages  are  comparable  to  the 
“shotgun  in  the  fallout  shelter”  syn¬ 
drome  of  the  early  60’s.  Those  were  the 
days  when  persons  who  had  built  fallout 
shelters  to  protect  their  families  from  the 
horrors  of  nuclear  war  suddenly 
discovered  they  would  need  a  shotgun  in 
the  shelters  to  protect  their  families  from 
other  people  who  would  try  to  crowd  in  if 
the  bombs  ever  came. 

I  believe  the  shortage  panic  is  even 
sicker.  Where  the  shotgun  syndrome 
dealt  with  life  and  death  and  selfishness 
in  the  name  of  self  preservation,  our 
shortage  panic  deals  with  selfishness  for 
the  luxuries  of  life. 

How  can  we  as  Christians  justify 
buying  a  month’s  supply  of  soda 
crackers,  or  soft  drinks  —  or  even  meat 
—  so  that  we  will  have  “ours”  regardless 
of  what  is  left  for  others? 

None  of  us  wants  to  give  up  the  con¬ 
veniences  of  our  lives;  None  of  us  wants 
to  find  a  way  to  do  without,  even  when  the 
necessity  stares  us  in  the  face.  Yet  the 
way  we  respond  ti  the  gluttony  of  our 
flesh  will  ultimately  lepict  the  strength 
of  our  faith. 

It  is  natural  for  a  human  being  to  want 
his  share  first.  For  Christians,  it  is  im¬ 
portant  to  ask  what  the  taking  of  one’s 
share  leaves  for  one’s  neighbor. 

—BUD  HERRON 
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United  Methodist  attorney  says  ‘no  dice *  to  casino  gambling  bill 


Hy  BUD  HKHKON 
Staff  Writer 

.  NEW  BRUNSWICK.  N  J.  -  United 
Methodism  is  saying  "no  dice"  to  casino 
gambling  in  New  Jersey  through  the 
efforts  of  an  attorney  turned  crusader 
who  gave  up  a  $40,000  a  year  job  to 
become  a  volunteer. 

Before  last  month,  John  S.  Kuhlthau, 
37,  was  Middlesex  County  Prosecutor,  a 
position  comparable  to  that  of  district 
attorneys  in  some  parts  of  the  country. 
He  made  a  good  salary,  was  highly 
respected  for  the  job  he  was  doing  and 
had  a  year  left  in  his  term  of  office. 

Today  Mr.  Kuhlthau  sits  in  a  makeshift 


office  In  New  Brunswick,  making  no 
salary,  directing  a  campaign  against  a 
state  bill  which  would  allow  casino 
gambling  to  operate,  in  New  Jersey. 

Mr.  Kuhlthau  resigned  as  prosecutor 
Labor  Day  and  founded  what  is  known  as 
the  "No  Dice  Center"  on  Sept.  18  as  a 
one-man  campaign  against  the  gambling 
proposal.  An  active  United  Methodist 
layman,  he  quickly  gained  the  support  of 
the  Southern  New  Jersey  Conference  of 
the  church  and  was  funded  with  $2,000  to 
operate  the  office.  The  Northern  New 
Jersey  Conference  followed  suit  a  few 
days  later  with  a  matching  grant. 

The  center  soon  received  endorsement 


from  other  Christian  groups  outside  of 
United  Methodism  and  other  volunteers 
joined  Mr.  Kuhlthau  at  the  center, 
sending  out  information  packets  and 
circulating  "declarations  of  rejection" 
for  signatures. 

New  Jersey  already  has  state  laws 
allowing  betting  on  horse  races  and 
operates  a  state  lottery.  The  new  law,  if 
passed  on  the  coming  Nov.  5  state-wide 
referendum  vote,  would  allow  casino 
type  gambling  anywhere  in  the  state 
where  approval  is  given  by  local 
governments. 

The  bill  is  praised  by  its  supporters  as 
a  way  to  revitalize  Atlantic  City,  a  resort 
area  along  the  New  Jersey  coast  which 


has  fallen  on  hard  times  in  recent  years. 

The  "No  Dice  Center"  is  combating  the 
proposal  through  a  campaign  to  educate 
the  people  of  New  Jersey  to  what  other 
states  have  learned  about  the  problems 
of  casino  gambling.  Mr.  Kuhlthau  says 
that  even  if  state  control  is  able  to  keep 
out  organized  crime  “the  whole  climate" 
of  casino  gambling  creates  desperate 
people  and  rising  crime  rates. 

Mr.  Kuhlthau  is  holding  "church 
cluster  meetings”  all  over  New  Jersey  in 
an  effort  to  mobilize  as  many  church 
members  against  the  proposal  as 
possible.  He  has  been  successful  in 
gaining  cooperation  from  local  pastors  to 


set  aside  Oct.  20  as  "Declaration  Day" 
when  sermons  and  church  services  will 
be  pointed  against  the  proposal. 

For  Nov.  2  he  has  organized  a  "human 
billboards"  day  when  Christians  will  be 
asked  to  wear  signs  opposing  casino 
gambling. 

Mr.  Kuhlthau  says  his  opposition  to  the 
gambling  proposal  is  a  "practical"  sort 
of  thing  and  that  he  leaves  the  "theology 
of  the  whole  matter"  to  the  ministers. 
Yet  he  admits  that  his  United  Methodist 
upbringing  has  played  a  major  role  in  his 
involvement.  He  said  the  "strong 
tradition"  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  in  being  involved  actively  against 
social  ills  has  nian  playod  a  major  role  in 


his  decision. 

After  the  Nov.  5  election.  Mr.  Kuhlthau 
plans  to  go  back  into  a  full  time  private 
law  practice  in  New  Brunswick.  When  he 
left  his  job  as  prosecutor  he  opened  an 
office,  but  hasn't  had  time  to  get  it 
operating  so  far.  He  and  his  wife  and 
three  children  are  getting  by  as  best  they 
can  financially  until  the  volunteering 
ends. 

“My  entire  motivation  for  quitting  as 
prosecutor  wasn’t  to  open  this  center. 
That  was  part  of  it,  but  I  also  wanted  a 
private  law  practice,”  he  said.  "But  a 
man  does  what  he  has  to  do,  and  right 
now  I  have  to  do  this.” 


Boston  United  Methodists  detest 
violence,  work  for  peace  solution 


By  CLYDE  CHESNUTT 
Staff  Writer 

BOSTON  —  As  violence  and  threats  of 
violence  continue  to  plague  the  em¬ 
battled  Boston  public  schools,  United 
Methodist  clergy  and  laypersons  con- 
•  tinue  to  work  for  peaceful  solutions  to  the 
issue  of  busing  while  giving  a  resounding 
"no"  to  racism. 

Among  the  most  active  of  Christian 
groups,  United  Methodists  have  been  in 
the  forefront  of  the  struggle  to  integrate 
the  schools  of  South  Boston,  riding  the 
buses  with  the  black  children  and 
speaking  out  against  “this  violent  ex¬ 
pression  of  racism  in  the  liberal  North." 
At  the  same  time,  church  leaders  have 
continued  to  call  for  non-violence  and 
have  worked  to  ease  tensions  and  head 
off  trouble. 

The  trouble  began  in  September  when 
a  federal  court  ordered  the  busing  of 
black  children  into  previously  all  white 
public  schools  in  South  Boston.  Mob 


violence  erupted  which  threatened  not 
only  the  school  children  but  also  the  civil 
peace  of  the  area. 

In  telephone  calls  to  four  church 
leaders,  TM/  UMR  learned  that  black 
and  white  United  Methodist  clergy  and 
laypersons  have  been  working  since 
school  opened  this  fall  with  an 
ecumenical  force  of  church  persons:  to 
operate  communication  centers  in 
troubled  areas  with  direct  lines  to  police, 
fire  department  and  the  mayor’s  office; 
to  ride  the  school  buses  with  the  children 
for  protection ;  to  occupy  volunteer  posts 
in  the  halls  and  on  the  schoolgrounds  in 
over  60  schools  in  the  explosive  neigh¬ 
borhoods;  and  to  minimize  rumor  and 
physical  conflict  wherever  possible. 

The  Rev.  Jerome  Del  Pino,  pastor  of 
Greenwood  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Ddrchester,  Mass,  located  on 
the  northern  fringe  of  the  troubled 
Roxbury  area,  said  that  he  was  as 
frightened  as  the  children  when  he  rode 


Honduras  Bay  Islands 
receive  UMCOR  relief  aid 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

NEW  YORK  —  Direct  aid  from  the 
,*  United  Methodist  Church  has  begun 
arriving  in  the  Bay  Islands  off  the  coast 
'  of  Honduras  after  an  appeal  from  church 
leaders  there  for  help  in  the  wake  of 
Hurricane  Fifi. 

The  Bay  Islands  relief  effort  is  coming 
directly  from  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  (UMCOR)  in 
response  to  statements  by  the  islanders 
that  they  were  being  passed  up  by  relief 
’  agencies  in  favor  of  the  harder -hit 
'  Honduras  mainland  (see  TM/  UMR 
story,  Oct.  11).  Funds  for  the  aid  are 
coming  from  the  same  $200,000  "Advance 
Special”  program  as  aid  to  the  mainland, 
•where  UMCOR  is  working  through 
Church  World  Service  (CWS)  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches. 

Dr.  James  Thomas,  UMCOR  official, 
said  no  decision  has  been  made  on  how 
much  of  the  relief  money  will  go  to  CWS 
for  the  mainland  and  how  much  will  go 
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CASSETTE  RECORDINGS  OF  the  following: 
South  Central  Jurisdiction  si  Bishop's  Week  In 
June;  Conference  on  Ministerial  Excellency. 
Colorado  Springs,  In  August;  and  the  National 
Convocation  oo  Evangelical  Strategy  (Good 
News).  Kentucky,  In  August.  Also  the  coming 
Holy  Spirit  Conference.  Oklahoma  City,  In 
November.  Write  for  order  blanks  and  prices: 
Audio  Enterprises.  1755  N.  Mericlan. 
Oklahoma  Cltyi  Okla.  73107.  (406>-94*O5Q3. 


MINISTERS:  CONTINUING  EDUCATION. 
Join  Methodists  expanding  Intellectual 
hcartrons  through  directed  external  studies. 
Graduate  programs  based  on  traditional 
standards  available  to  disciplined  students 
everywhere.  Brochure:  The  Geneva 
Theological  College  In  Indiana.  Box  8153, 
Merrillville.  Ind.  48410. 


NOTICE:  Seminole  Heights  Methodist  Church. 
Tampa.  Fla.  Upper  Room  Class  Reunion 
Supper,  Nov.  18.  Former  class  members 
contact  Glenn  Tin  dale.  7515  Ola  Ave.,  Tampa 
33804. 


POSITION  ANNOUNCEMENT 

Utah  Mission  Consultant:  A  consultant  In 
who  will  assist  the  Utah  United 
i  Council  (UMC- UPC)  In  developing 
a  mission  strategy- action  process  for  the 
Utah- Wyoming  Subdistrict  and  the  Presbytery 
of  Utah.  Consistent  with  the  mission  direc¬ 
tions.  goals  and  objectives  of  the  Rocky 
Mountain  Conference  of  the  United  Methodlsi 
Church  and  the  Synod  of  the  Rocky  Mountains 
of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church  In  the  USA. 

( Position  Terms: ) 

L  Election  of  appointment  shall  be  for  an 
Indefinite  term. 

1  Salary  will  be  *15.000.  Including  housing 
allowance. 

3.  Participation  In  denominational  pension 
and  health  plans. 

4.  Mission  Consultant  must  live  In.  or  near. 
Salt  Lake  aty.  Utah. 

5.  The  Mission  Consultant  will  begin  work  on 
March  1.  1975. 

This  position  will  be  filled  following  Affir¬ 
mative  Action  Procedures  of  these  Equal 
Opportunity  Employers. 

Inquiries  are  to  be  addressed  to:  The  Rev. 
Wesley  Kendall.  Conference  Council  on 
Ministries.  2300  So.  University  Bird..  Denver. 
Colo.  80210.  Applications  will  be  accepted  at 
that  address  only  until  October  28.  1974. 


FUND  RAISING  •  Selling  Calpeco  Shelled 
Pecans  may  be  Just  the  fund  raising  project  far 
your  Church  Circle.  W.S.C.S..  or  Sunday 
School  Class.  For  full  Information  without 
obligation  write  today:  Calhoun  Pecan  Co.. 
Dept.  TM.  P.O.  Box  832,  Florence.  South 
Carolina  29501.  


Cushion  For  Church  Pews 
COMFORT  AND  BEAUTY 
AT  PRICES  YOU 
CAN  AFFORD 

Flowers  Cushion  Se reive 

Phone  (817)  MIS-9703  Keene,  Texas  7*059 


directly  to  the  Bay  Islands. 

“There  is  no  doubt  that  the  need  is  not 
as  great  on  the  Bay  Islands  as  on  the 
mainland,"  Dr.  Thomas  said,  "but  so  far 
no  agency  has  helped  the  islands  at  all. 
Since  residents  of  the  islands  are 
predominately  Methodist,  we  felt  we 
needed  to  take  on  the  task.” 

There  were  no  deaths  on  the  islands  as 
a  result  of  the  hurricane,  which  struck 
Sept.  20,  but  many  homes  were  destroyed 
and  crops  were  ruined.  The  Rev.  Fitz 
Allen  John,  general  superintendent  of  the 
Methodist  Church,  Honduras  District, 
told  TM/  UMR  by  telephone  a  few  days 
after  the  hurricane  hit  that  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  Spanish-speaking  Honduras 
would  not  channel  mucji  relief  to  the  Bay 
islands  because  of  traditional  hard 
feelings  of  the  government  toward  the 
English-speaking  area. 

Some  supplies  given  through  United 
Methodist  donations  are  already  arriving 
in  the  islands,  being  flown  from 
Nicaragua  and  Belize.  The  relief  efforts 
on  the  islands  are  being  administered  by 
a  relief  committee  organized  locally. 


the  buses. 

“I’ve  never  seen  an  angrier  mob  of 
human  beings,"  he  said.  “It  was  the 
worst  language  I  have  ever  heard. 

“I  was  born  and  reared  in  the  South," 
the  black  minister  continued,  “but  the 
liberal  North  has  no  edge  in  moral 
superiority.  The  insidious  racism  here  is 
definitely  worse.” 

The  Rev.  Bradford  Bryant  offered  the 
same  sentiment  when  he  said  the  issue  is 
more  than  a  school  busing  problem. 
“When  an  innocent  black  man  is  pulled 
from  his  car  and  beaten  by  whites,  we 
have  a  genuine  racial  problem  on  our 
hands.” 

Mr.  Bryant  and  members  of  the 
Church  of  All  Nations,  an  inter-racial 
United  Methodist  Church,  have  been 
actively  involved  in  city  wide  coalitions 
of  citizens’  groups  interested  in 
educational  reform. 

Bishop  Edward  Carroll  of  the  Boston 
area  has  been  outspoken  in  his  support 
for  quality  education.  In  a  statement 
made  at  an  April  public  hearing  on  racial 
imbalance  in  the  Boston  school  system, 
the  United  Methodist  bishop  said, 
"Quality  education  in  a  free  society  must 
be  viewed  from  the  standpoint  of  the 
strength  of  the  weakest  link.  Unequal 
education  cannot  strengthen  the  weakest 
link.” 

"Busing,”  he  told  TM/  UMR,  “is  only 
one  means  of  achieving  the  impact  of 
personalities  from  different  cultures 
mingling  together.  Knowing  persons  of 
other  cultures  is  also  a  part  of  quality 
education." 

Bishop  Carroll  meets  regularly  with 
the  leaders  of  Protestant  and  Catholic 
churches  in  strategy  breakfasts  and 
chairs  the  "Task  Force  on  Racism”  of 
the  New  England  consultation  of  church 
leaders. 

“A  ministry  of  presence"  is  what  the 
Rev.  Joseph  Sprague  calls  the 
ecumenical  support.  Mr.  Sprague,  a 
United  Methodist  minister  who  heads  the 
Massachusetts  Council  of  Churches,  said, 
"We  have  had  fantastic  support  from  the 
laity  who  have  raised  money  and  jumped 
into  the  issue  wholeheartedly.” 

On  the  liability  side,  Mr.  Sprague  said, 
“The  chickens  have  come  home  to  roost. 
For  the  last  10  years  our  church  people 
have  not  dealt  realistically  with  the 
racial  imbalance  in  the  schools  and  with 


the  latent  attitudes  of  racism.’ 

He  pointed  to  future  work  cut  out  for 
concerned  church  persons :  a  state  wide 
effort  to  shift  the  state  tax  base  for  each 
school  child,  to  train  teachers  and  ad¬ 
ministrators  in  the  new  context  of 
teaching,  and  to  work  to  eliminate  the 
attitude  of  racism. 

Mr.  Sprague  joined  Bishop  Carroll  in 
praise  for  United  Methodism’s  positive 
efforts  in  the  controversy. 

As  Mr.  Del  Pino  put  it:  “South  Boston 
may  not  be  the  heartland  of  United 
Methodism,  but  even  here  we  have  made 
a  clear  and  definite  witness  for  Christ  to 
those  immediately  involved." 

U.S.  Embassy 
reports  Brazil 
tortures  minister 

RIO  DE  JANEIRO  (RNS)  —  A  United 
Methodist  minister  from  Illinois  — 
employed  by  a  business  firm  in  Recife  — 
was  tortured  by  Brazilian  authorities 
after  being  arrested  for  alleged  sub¬ 
versive  activities,  a  U.S.  Embassy 
spokesman  said  here. 

The  Rev.  Fred  Morris,  about  40,  was 
said  to  have  been  arrested  on  Sept.  29  on 
non-specified  charges. 

American  Ambassador  John  H. 
Crimmins  filed  strong  protests  with  the 
Brazilian  Foreign  Minister,  Antonion 
Azeredo  de  Silveira,  and  demanded 
humane  treatment  for  Mr.  Morris. 

Richard  Brown,  the  U.S.  consul  in 
Recife,  capital  of  Pernambuco  state, 
reported  the  arrest  and  torture  to  the 
embassy.  He  said  he  had  visited  Mr. 
Morris  in  prison  and  saw  bruises  on  the 
man’s  back,  buttocks  and  wrists. 

Mr. 'Morris,  who  grew  up  in  Rochelle, 
Ill.,  was  a  missionary  with  the  New  York- 
based  United  Methodist  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  from  late  1963  to  January  1974. 
He  was  director  of  the  Methodist  Com¬ 
munity  Center  in  Recife  when,  on  his  own 
decision,  he  left  board  employment. 

(Spokesmen  for  the  United  Methodist 
agency  in  New  York  said  that  Mr.  Morris 
was  elected  president  of  the  Recife 
community  center  after  giving  up  his 
missionary  relationship  and  maintained 
close  church  ties.) 


Church  opens  clemency  center 
for  deserters  in  Indianapolis 


TM/UMR  Staff  Special 

INDIANAPOLIS  -  "What  are  my 
options?"  That’s  the  question  keeping 
three  telephones  ringing  in  a  makeshift 
office  here  for  the  past  three  weeks  as 
draft  evaders  and  deserters  from  around 
the  country  respond  to  a  "cal)-us-first" 
offer  from  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  (NCC). 

The  office,  which  is  partially  funded  by 
the  United  Methodist  Church,  is  known  as 
the  Clemency  Information  Center  and  is 
located  near  Fort  Benjamin  Harrison, 
where  draft  evaders  and  deserters  have 
been  instructed  by  the  government  to 
report  if  they  wish  to  accept  President 
Gerald  Ford’s  offer  of  "conditional 
amnesty.”  It  is  also  located  about  35 
miles  north  of  Camp  Atterbury,  a 
deactivated  army  base  where  about  800 
deserters  and  evaders  so  far  have  been 
given  “undesirable"  discharges  and 
processed. 

The  clemency  office  is  the  only  such 
NCC  facility  in  the  United  States, 
although  three  more  are  in  operation  in 
Canada.  United  Methodist  grants  to  the 
four  offices  total  $18,000. 

The  program  will  soon  begin  involving 
volunteers  from  a  number  of  churches  in 
the  Indianapolis  area,  according  to  Lewis 
Deer,  director  of  the  center.  The 
volunteers  will  be  trained  to  answer 
telephone  inquiries  and  will  be  scheduled 
to  answer  calls  on  an  around-the-clock 
basis.  The  number  which  may  be  called 
collect  in  Indianapolis  is  317-635-8259. 

The  main  purpose  of  the  clemency 
office  is  to  counsel  evaders  and  deserters 
and  present  options  that  are  available. 
Telephone  counselors  accept  collect  calls 
24  hours  a  day  from  anywhere  in  the 
country  and  attempt  to  answer  questions 
such  as  "What  will  happen  if  I  turn 
myself  in?”  and  "Is  there  anything  I  can 
do  except  turn  myself  in?” 

Many  times  the  callers  are  referred  to 
an  office  of  the  Committee  on  Con¬ 
scientious  Objectors  in  their  area.  (The 
committee  is  a  non-church-related 
organization  which  has  worked  with 
draft  alternative  counseling  throughout 
the  latter  years  of  the  Vietnam  War.) 

If  the  caller  is  close  to  Indianapolis  he 


is  invited  to  meet  with  a  staff  person  for 
counseling. 

The  clemency  center  also  serves  to 
arrange  methods  by  which  persons  who 
have  been  in  the  service  and  deserted  can 
get  copies  of  their  records  and  be  aware 
of  the  charges  against  them.  This  is  done 
through  attorneys. 

So  far  response  to  the  Indianapolis 
center  has  been  limited  since  it  has  just 
opened  and  is  now  trying  to  make  its 


presence  known  through  radio  and 
newspaper  advertising.  The  three 
Canadian  centers  have  already  answered 
inquiries  from  about  1,000  men. 

Contact  of  the  Indianapolis  office  with 
the  800  men  who  have  already  been 
processed  at  Camp  Atterbury  has  been 
minimal  since  the  army  will  not  allow 
counseling  activities  on  the  base  and 
most  of  the  first  groups  being  processed 
have  come  from  prisons. 


AtPikeville  Methodist  Hospital 

UM  minister  freed 
from  prosecution 


PIKEVILLE,  Ky.  (RNS)  —  Disorderly 
conduct  charges  were  dropped  here 
against  a  United  Methodist  minister 
arrested  last  April  in  an  incident  at  the 
strike-plagued  Pikeville  Methodist 
Hospital. 

The  Rev.  Robert  Forrester  of  Jackson 
(Ky.)  was  freed  from  further  prosecution 
because  of  lack  of  evidence  against  him. 
Last  June,  a  six-member  jury 
deliberated  Mr.  Forrester’s  case  for  two 
hours  and  reported  it  could  not  reach  a 
verdict  on  the  misdemeanor  charge. 

The  clergyman  was  one  of  six  persons 
arrested  on  April  8  as  they  conducted  a 
prayer  vigil  outside  the  hospital,  where 
non-professional  workers  have  been  on 
strike  for  more  than  two  years.  The  other 
five  persons  were  indicted  on  felony 
charges. 

In  bailing  the  dropping  of  charges,  the 
Rev.  John  Adams,  head  of  the  law  and 
justice  department  of  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Church  and  Society, 
Washington,  D.  C.,  said: 

"It  has  been  our  opinion  from  the 
outside  that  the  administrator  of  the 
Pikeville  Methodist  Hospital  over¬ 
reacted  by  calling  three  separate  law 


enforcement  agencies  to  come  to  the 
hospital  for  a  peaceful  demonstration. 

"The  captain  of  the  Kentucky  State 
Police  who  came  to  the  scene  later 
testified  that  he  observed  a  peaceful 
demonstration  when  he  arrived.” 

Thomas  Price 
resigns  post 

WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  (UMC)  -  The 
Rev.  Thomas  E.  Price,  United 
Methodism’s  top  executive  in  alcohol  and 
drug  problems,  is  leaving  Nov.  1  to  head 
a  new  organization  of  state  alcoholism 
agencies. 

Dr.  Price  will  remain  in  Washington  as 
executive  director  of  the  Council  of  State 
and  Territorial  Alcoholism  Authorities, 
all  of  which  are  tax -supported  units. 
For  the  past  decade,  Mr.  Price  has 
been  director  of  the  Department  of 
Alcohol  Problems  and  Drug  Abuse  in  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  and  its  predecessor.  That  agency 
is  one  of  the  sponsors  of  a  North 
American  Congress  on  Alcohol  and  Drug 
Problems  at  San  Francisco  in  December. 


Racial  violence  decried  by  United  Methodists 

BOSTON  —  Andre  Jean-Louis  tries  to  escape  from  a  group  of  anti-busing 
demonstrators  during  an  incident  of  racial  violence  as  Boston  entered  its  fourth 
week  of  court-ordered  busing.  Mr.  Jean-Louis.  a  black  man  from  the  French  West 
Indies,  was  driving  his  car  through  South  Boston  when  he  was  caught  in  a  traffic 
jam.  A  mob  of  whites  surrounded  his  car  and  began  pounding  on  the  car  body  and 
windshield.  He  jumped  out  and  tried  to  run  but  was  caught  by  the  mob  at  the  front 
porch  of  a  house.  Before  police  could  rescue  him,  Mr.  Jean-Ix>uis  suffered  head 
injuries.  He  was  later  treated  at  a  hospital  and  released.  [See  related  story  of  United 
Methodist  involvement  in  this  issue.]  religious  news  service  phot6 

Charges  Dropped 

Missionary  won’t  be  prosecuted  for  cartoon 

NEW  YORK,  N.Y.  (UMC)  —  Charges 
of  subversion  for  drawing  an  unpublished 
cartoon  protesting  treatment  of  blacks  in 
white-ruled  Rhodesia  have  been  dropped 
against  a  United  Methodist  missionary  in 
Salisbury,  Rhodesia. 

According  to  reports  received  here,  the  - 
case  against  Dr.  J.  Morgan  Johnson,  46, 
was  closed  Oct.  3  during  his  court  ap¬ 
pearance.  He  had  been  arraigned  Aug. 


12. 

Dr.  Johnson,  a  native  of  Georgia, 
directs  a  denominational  teacher 
training  school  at  Nyadiri,  some  85  miles 
from  Salisbury  and  has  served  in  the 
African  country  since  1952.  His  wife,  Dr. 
Rosalie  Johnson,  is  a  medical 
missionary. 

The  cartoon,  confiscated  by  Rhodesian 
authorities  at  an  engraver's  shop,  had 
appeared  in  no  publications,  according  to 
the  Rev.  Juel  Nordby,  an  executive 
secretary  in  the  Africa  office  of  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Global 
Ministries.  He  said  he  had  heard  through 
contacts  that  a  lawyer  in  Rhodesia 
claimed  the  government  had  no  case 
since  the  cartoon  was  never  published. 

Dr.  Johnson  reportedly  drew  the 
cartoon  following  a  trip  on  ambulance 
duty  to  a  resettlement  camp  near 
Nyadiri  where  Africans  were  brought  for 
“protection”  from  terrorists.  The 
refugees  were  said  to  have  been  placed  in 
barbed  wire  enclosures  and  reduced  to 


near  starvation.  The  cartoon  depicts  an 
emanciated  family  staring  from  behind  a 
barbed  wire  fence  and  carries  the  cap¬ 
tion  "Resettlement  camps  —  are  they 
part  of  the  campaign?”  In  the  lower  left 
corner  of  the  cartoon  is  the  logo  of  the 
government’s  "Settler  74”  campaign, 
launched  by  Rhodesia  to  attract  white 
Europeans  to  the  country  where  250,000 
whites  rule  5.5  million  blacks. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Rhodesia  is  an  organic  part  of  the  U.S.- 
based  church.  Bishop  Abel  T.  Muzorewa, 
head  of  the  Rhodesian  church  and  a 
leading  spokesman  for  the  rights  of  his 
country’s  5.5  million  blacks,  also  serves 
as  chairman  of  the  African  National 
Council,  the  predominant  black 
organization  which  opposes  the  Ian 
Smith  regime. 


Complimentary  Catalogs 
from  Cokesbury.  .  . 

Cokesbury  Church  and 
Church  School  Supplies 
1974-75 

This  year  the  new  Cokesbury  Church 
and  Church  School  Supplies  Catalog 
is  better  than  ever  before,  with  de¬ 
scriptions,  illustrations,  prices,  and 
shipping  information  on  ail  items 
available  in  1974-75.  Send  for  your 
free  copy  today. 

United  Methodist  Weekly 
Church  Bulletin  Service 
Cokesbury  offers  a  convenient  and 
economical  subscription  service  for 
ordering  church  bulletins.  Send  for 
this  free  Bulletin  Service  Catalog 
describing  and  illustrating  the  full- 
color  bulletins  for  the  coming  year. 
Subscription  information  also 
Included. 

Please  send  me 

_ Cokesbury  Church  and  Church  School 

Supplies  1974  -75 

_ United  Methodist  Weekly  Church  Bulletin 

Catalog  1975 


Cokesbury 


"Accept  My  Love  " 
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PM  i  LOME  N A  is  nine-years-old  and  was 
horn  in  Man  tody,  India.  She  wears  a  borrowed 
dress,  but  carries  a  freshly  picked  flower  in 
her  hands  for  you.  Pbilomena  hopes  someone 
will  want  to  become  her  sponsor  so  she  can 
remain  in  the  orphanage. 

. .  YOU  CAN  HELP  Phitomena  or  another  child 
of  similar  circumstances.  Full  information 
will  be  sent  to  you  concerning  the  child:  name, 
address,  case  history  and  photo.  No  contracts 
are  signed.  WORLD  S  CHILDREN.  INC.  is 
government  approved  so  all  gifts  are  tax 
deductible. 

Won't  you  experience  the  joy  of  sponsoring 
one  of  these  little  children?  Families,  church 
and  civic  groups,  plus  individuals  have  found 
this  to  be  a  rewarding  undertaking.  The  fee? 
Oily  ten  dollars  a  month.  Please  write  today; 
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Methodist  stresses 
role  of  evangelism 


LA  PAZ,  Bolivia 
(RNS)  —  The  Meth¬ 
odist  Bishop  of  Bo¬ 
livia  is  following 
the  proceedings  of 
the  World  Synod  of 
Roman  Catholic 
bishops  in  Rome 
with  more  than  cur¬ 
sory  interest  be-  J 
cause  the  Synod’s  I  * 
theme  of  evangeli- ' 
zation  “is  especially  significant  for  Latin 
America.” 

“In  reality,”  said  Bishop  Mortimer 
Arias,  “this  is  an  ecumenical  search, 
because  all  of  us.  Roman  Catholics  and 
Protestants,  are  searching  for  an  effec¬ 
tive  theology  of  evangelization  of  man  in 
Latin  America  —  a  theology  that  will 
liberate,  humanize  and  conscienticize 
Christians." 

The  50-year-old  bishop  said  he  hopes 
the  Synod  will  “come  to  grips”  with  the 
theology  of  liberation,  the  theology 
developed  in  Latin  America  which  seeks 
to  penetrate  the  controversial  area 
where  the  Gospel  is  applied  to  questions 
of  social  justice. 

“People  who  are  working  in  this  line 
are  developing  a  theology  for  the 
participation  of  Christians  in  society,” 
Bishop  Arias  said  in  an  interview  here. 
“But  they  do  not  appear  to  be  working 
out  the  full  implications  of  evangeli¬ 
zation.” 

He  asked:  “How  do  we  at  the  same 
time  preserve  our  evangelical  heritage 
conversion,  personal  experience  of 
Christ,  fidelity  to  the  Word  of  God  and 
zeal  in  communicating  this  to  others?” 

Stressing  that  he  was  not  calling  for  a 
return  to  “old-time  religion.”  the  Meth¬ 
odist  churchman  said  “we  realize  the 
modern  Christian  must  go  beyond  the 
individualistic,  self-preserving  concerns 
of  the  past  to  a  ...  risking  participation 
in  society.” 

Bishop  Arias  said  the  206  Catholic 
prelates  at  the  Synod  are  facing  a 
complex  problem.  “If  I  knew  the  answer, 

I  would  gladly  tell  Pope  Paul,”  he  added. 
He  also  sympathized  with  the  Pope’s 
dilemma  of  trying  to  reconcile  progres¬ 
sive  and  conservative  factions  within 
Catholicism. 

“I  have  the  same  problem  among 
Methodists.  We  have  fundamentalists, 
new  charismatics  and  people  who  em¬ 
phasize  the  social  gospel.  In  trying  to 
preserve  unity  amid  plurality,  I  see  my 
job  as  promoting  rather  than  pro¬ 
hibiting,”  the  bishop  explained. 

While  ecumenical  projects  are  “few 
and  far  between”  in  Bolivia,  a  heavily 
Catholic  nation,  the  Methodist  Church 
and  Bishop  Arias  have  been  actively 
working  with  the  Catholic  Church,  es¬ 
pecially  in  health  programs  and  in 
colonization  projects. 


The  cooperation  is  seen  as  a  radical 
shift  in  a  country  where  in  1949  eight 
Protestant  evangelists  were  murdered. 

“The  Second  Vatican  Council  has 
produced  a  new  atmosphere  here  and  a 
new  missionary  breed  in  the  Catholic 
Church,'1  said  the  Methodist  bishop, 
observing  that  missionaries  today  are 
more  interested  in  building  the  Kingdom 
of  God  than  a  sectarian  church. 

“We  see  ourselves  as  having  a  cata¬ 
lytic  role  within  and  outside  the  church¬ 
es.”  he  said  of  the  Methodist  Church, 
which  makes  up  less  than  one  percent  of 
Bolivia’s  Christians  but  has  influence  far 
exceeding  its  numerical  size. 

“This  is  a  tradition  we  inherited  from 
our  founder,  John  Wesley,  who  reformed 
the  Anglican  tradition  late  in  the  18th 
Century,"  said  Bishop  Arias.  “His  contri¬ 
bution  was  not  a  new  doctrine  but  a 
pastoral  theology  We  hope  to  inspire  ih 
our  time  what  Wesley  did  in  his  century 
in  terms  of  moral,  social  and  spiritual 
reform.” 

Bishop  Arias  has  jurisdiction  over  five 
Methodist  districts  in  Bolivia,  50  estab¬ 
lished  churches  and  100  missions,  ad¬ 
ministered  by  85  fulltime  ministers,  most 
of  whom  are  Bolivians. 

A  Uruguayan  by  birth,  he  is  now  a 
Bolivian  citizen.  A  graduate  of  Union 
Theological  Seminary,  Buenos  Aires, 
Argentina,  he  was  recently  elected  to  a 
second,  four-year  term  as  Methodist 
Bishop  of  Bolivia. 
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Billboard  helps  spread  the  Word 

BURBANK,  Ca.  —  Shirley  Hollingsworth  is  an  active  member  of  Magnolia  Park 
United  Methodist  Church  and  an  advertising  agency  employe. 

She’s  also  a  woman  who  believes  that  Christian  faith  and  occupation  can  be  com¬ 
bined.  In  her  case,  they  added  up  to  a  billboard  which  advertised  her  church. 

Several  friends  —  an  advertising  artist,  a  copy  writer,  a  printer  and  a  billboard 
firm  owner  who  donated  J2.400  worth  of  space  —  pitched  in  to  help. 

The  result?  Fifteen  billboards  with  an  important  message  at  no  cost  to  the  church. 

PHOTO  COURTESY  OF  UMR  "NEWSPULSE" 


President’s  ‘defense’  of  CIA  hit 

Mission  agencies  urge  disclosure  of  ‘corporate  actions’ 


WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (RNS)  - 
Representatives  of  16  Protestant  and 
Roman  Catholic  mission-related  agen¬ 
cies  strongly  criticized  President  Ford 
for  trying  to  justify  CIA  interventions  in 
Chile  and  elsewhere,  terming  such  in¬ 
terventions  “immoral  and  indefensible” 
and  “blantantly  incompatible  with  the 
ideals  we  hold  as  Americans  and  as 
Christians.” 

They  called  for  a  disclosure  of  the 
CIA’s  past  and  present  “corporate  ac¬ 
tions,”  the  termination  of  all  future  CIA 
interventions,  and  the  “prosecution  of 
any  (persons)  who  may  have  perjured 
themselves  regarding  CIA  activities.” 

In  a  letter  to  Mr.  Ford,  which  was  also 
distributed  to  Congressional  and  church 
leaders  here,  the  mission  representatives 
said  they  were  grateful  to  the  President 
for  publicly  disclosing  the  role  of  the  CIA 
in  “de-stabilizing”  the  government  of  the 
late  President  Salvador  Allende  in  Chile. 
But  they  added,  “we  are  dismayed  at 
your  attempted  defense  of  such  in¬ 
terventions.”  , 

Signing  the  “unofficial”  letter  were 


mission  leaders  from  six  U.S.  Protestant 
denominations,  (among  them  was  Dr. 
Lois  Miller,  associate  general  secretary 
of  the  United  Methodist  Board  of  Global 
Ministries’  World  Division),  the  director 
of  the  Latin_America  Working  Group  of 
the  National  Council  of  Churches,  and 
mission  coordinators  or  superiors  of  nine 
Roman  Catholic  religious  orders. 

Father  Charles  Curry,  M.M.,  a 
Maryknoll  missionary  in  Chile  for  five 
years  who  served  as  a  spokesman  for  the 
signers,  said  the  letter  to  President  Ford 
was  formulated  as  a  joint  response  by 
Christian  mission  groups  in  the  U.S.  to 
President  Ford’s  defense  of  CIA  in¬ 
terventions  in  foreign  nations. 

The  letter  to  President  Ford  denounced 
his  reported  justification  of  U.S.  in¬ 
tervention  in  Chile  on  the  grounds  that 
“Communist  nations  do  the  same.”  It 
said  the  “immorality  of  others  as 
justification  of  our  own  actions”  must  be 
flatly  rejected.  “Are  we  to  imitate  the 
very  evil  which  we  claim  to  be  op¬ 
posing?” 

Stating  that  the  President  had  implied 
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THE  HIDING  PLACE  by  Come  ten 
Hootn  ($5,951.  I  Inhcficvahle  sus¬ 
pense  and  heart -warming  faith 
till  this  inspiring  best  seller. 

THE  POWER  OF  POSITIVE  THINK¬ 
ING  6 v  Norman  Vincent  I’eale 
has  helped  millions  achieve  their 
heart's  desire.  Simple  rules  and 
actual  examples  show  how  to  de¬ 
velop  poise,  power,  vigor  and  suc- 
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THE  WOMAN  AT  THE  WELL  by 

Dale  Keans  Rogers  ($4.1)5).  Here 
is  a  hearl-xtirring  chronicle  of 
faith  and  triumph. 

WESTERN  UNION  by  Zone  Grey. 
Takes  you  refreshingly  deep  into 
the  Wild  West,  with  a  message 
from  the  old  America  to  the  new 

GOD  S  PSYCHIATRY  by  Charles  L 
Allen.  Helpful  explanations  of 
favorite  Bible  passages,  with  pre¬ 
scriptions  for  heart -peace  that 
never  fail. 

JONATHAN  LIVINGSTON  SEAGULL 

by  Richard  Bach  ($4.95>.  The 
modern  parable  that  has  inspired 
millions,  voting  and  old. 

GOD  CALLING  by  Two  Listeners 
A  personal  message  of  guidance 
and  comfort  for  every  day  in  the 
year. 

THE  FAMILY  ALBUM  ed  Arthur 

and  Nancy  Dr  Moss  ($5.95). 
describably  beautiful  p 


HE  WAS  A  CHILD  by  Norman  Vm 
cent  I’eale.  A  lovely  story  of 
•lesus  for  children,  beautifully 
illustrated. 

ADVENTURES  IN  THE  HOLY  LAND 

1 87.95).  Here's  a  tour  of  famous 
Bible  places  conducted  bv  Nor¬ 
man  Vincent  I’eale.  Illustrated 
with  many  photos. 

THE  SPIRITS  OF  ’76  by  Eric 
Sloane  ( $5,951  A  celebration  of 
what  America  means,  in  stirring 
words  and  charming  drawings. 

AS  TALL  AS  MY  HEART  by  Mar¬ 
jorie  Holmes.  Wondrously  mov¬ 
ing  reflections  on  mother- love 
and  children  and  life. 

THIRTEEN  FOR  LUCK  by  Agatha 
Christie  Puzzlers  tor  voung  peo¬ 
ple  bv  the  Queen  of  Mystery 
Wr' — 


Writers. 

GOOD  FOOD  NATURALLY  -  HOW 
TO  GROW  IT.  COOK  IT.  KEEP  IT 

by  John  R  Harrison  ($4.95).  Val¬ 
uable  tips  for  whole-earth  living 
the  organic  way. 

1,000  BEAUTIFUL  THINGS  ($6.95). 

A  hig.  thoroughly  inspiring  vol¬ 
ume  that  will  lift  your  spirits 
every  lime  you  open  it.  I’oetry 
and  prose. 


THE  CHRISTIAN  S  SECRET  OF  A 
HAPPY  LIFE  by  Hannah  Whilall 
Smith  The  classic  spiritual  blue¬ 
print  for  deeper,  happier  living. 

TARA  by  Michael  and  Donna 
Nason  ($5.95).  A  brain- injured 
child's  parents  tell  of  her  cou¬ 
rageous  fight  to  get  well. 

THE  ADVENTURE  OF  BEING  A 
WIFE  by  Mrs  Norman  Vincent 
Reale  ($5.95).  This  dynamic 
lady's  experiences  show  how 
much  marriage  can  mean.  Great 
for  young  people. 

THOSE  CURIOUS  NEW  CULTS  bv 

William  J  I’elersen.  Today's 
most  popular  new  religious  move- 
menls.  from  astrology  to  Zen. 
colorfully  analyzed  from  a  Chris, 
tinn  perspective. 

ENTHUSIASM  MAKES  THE  DIFFER- 
ENCE  by  Norman  Vincent  Reale 
<$ 5.95).  A  practical  guide  to  sat¬ 
isfaction  and  success.  Shows  vou 
how  to  unlock  your  hidden  po¬ 
tential. 

NORMAN  VINCENT  PEALE'S 
TREASURY  OF  COURAGE  AND 
CONFIDENCE  ($5.95).  Inspiring 
thoughts  from  the  world's  great¬ 
est  leaders  and  thinkers  arranged 
to  help  you  reach  your  goals. 
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lovely  gift  hook:  a  grand  volume 
for  coffee  table  or  bedside. 

DAWN  S  EARLY  LIGHT  by  Elsuyth 

Thane  ($8.95)  A  big  action- 
packed  novel  of  the  American 
Revolution  that  gives  long  hours 
of  satisfying  reading — and  a  ten¬ 
der  love  story!  Complete  un¬ 
abridged  edition. 

SUZETTE  LA  FLESCHE  bv  Mar¬ 
garet  Crarx  ($5.95)  The  remark¬ 
able  life  of  "Bright  Eyes."  the 
Indian  girl  who  fought  _for  the 
betterment  of  her  people” 


i  ^TheQood  Heading  Club,  Inc. 

j  INSPIRATIONAL  BOOK  SERVICE.  PAWLING.  N  Y.  12564 

|  Rush  me  mv  free  joining  book,  together  with  my  first 

selection,  and  bill  me  for  just  $2  98  plus  shipping  and 
handling  As  a  charter  member  of  the  Good  Reading  Club  I 
I  agree  to  lake  four  more  selections  within  the  next  year. 

I  MY  FREE  BOOK _ _ _ _  _ 

j  MY  FIRST  SELECTION  _ _ _ 

|  NAME  _ 

J  AOORESS _ _  _ _ _ 

j  CITY  -  - STATE - -  ZIP  CODE, 


Faith  6 not  a  neurosis , 9 
say  psychotherapists 


that  the  CIA  “was  merely  defending 
democracy  in  Chile  by  supporting  op¬ 
position  press  and  political  parties,”  the 
letter  said  it  was  claimed  by  Mr.  Ford 
that  the  CIA  intervention  was  “in  the  best 
interests  of  the  people  of  Chile.” 

“Aside  from  the  arrogance  of  such  a 
claim,  we  find  your  statements  far  short 
of  the  truth,”  the  letter  said.  “CIA  funds 
were  allotted  to  bribe  the  Chilean 
congress,  to  support  national  strikes,  and 
to  foment  civil  disorders  which  pre¬ 
cipitated  the  coup  (overthrow  of  Presi¬ 
dent  Allende  in  September,  1973).” 

“Furthermore,”  the  letter  asked, 
"where  is  the  CIA  support  for  freedom  of 
the  press  and  democratic  parties  in  Chile 
now  that  they  have  indeed  been  sup¬ 
pressed?” 

The  letter  went  on  to  charge  that, 
“contrary  to  what  you  would  have  us 
believe,”  the  corporate  actions  of  the  CIA 
in  the  Third  World  “frequently  support 
undemocratic  governments  which 
trample  on  the  rights  of  their  own  people. 
We  missionaries  have  felt  first  hand  the 
effects  of  such  interventions,  which  are 
certainly  not  ‘in  the  best  interests’  of  the 
majority  of- citizens  ...” 

“U.S.  interventions  serve  the  interests 
of  .  .  .  wealthy  minorities  and  are  —  as 
our  critics  often  say  —  instruments  of 
American  economic  domination,”  the 
letter  charged. 

Declaring  that  such  interventions  are 
prohibited  by  international  law  and  by 
the  U.S.  Constitution  (Article  6),  the 
letter  said  that  “gangster  methods  un¬ 
dermine  world  order  and  promote 
widespread  hatred  of  the  United  States. 
Watergate  has  shown  that  such  methods, 
once  accepted,  will  eventually  be  turned 
against  our  own  citizens.” 

The  letter  added  that  the  signees 
pledged  to  support  “Congressional  and 
other  responsible  efforts”  to  achieve  a 
full  disclosure  of  CIA  interventions  past 
and  present,  the  termination  of  such 
activities,  and  prosecution  of  those  who 
cover  up  such  activities. 


HICKSVILLE,  N.Y.  (RNS)  -  A  group 
of  psychotherapists  who  make  up  the 
Christian  Institute  for  Psychotherapeutic 
Studies  here  are  convinced  that  faith  in 
God  is  not  a  neurosis  but  rather  an  im¬ 
portant  part  of  mental  health  and  mental 
healing. 

The  members  of  the  institute  —  all  12 
are  cither  physicians,  psychologists  or 
social  workers  —  employ  traditional 
techniques  of  psychoanalysis,  but  they 
are  not  adverse  to  sharing  their  Christian 
experiences  with  patients. 

According  to  Dr.  Alphonse  Calabrese, 
executive  director  of  the  institute, 
“American  psychotherapy  came  to  be 
essentially  atheistic,  materialistic  and 
hedonistic,”  and  people  whose  faith  is 
important  to  them  hesitated  to  seek  help 
through  psychotherapy  even  when 
needed. 

Contending  that  religious  beliefs  were 
often  attacked  during  therapy,  Dr. 
Calabrese  said  “patients  have  gone  into 
therapy  with  a  belief  in  God  and  emerged 
without  it,  and  not  for  many  healthy 
reasons.  Many,  of  course  not  all, 
therapists  have  a  hostility  toward  things 
Christian.” 

In  an  interview  with  the  Long  Island 
Catholic,  newsweekly  of  the  Rockville 
Centre  diocese,  Dr.  Calabrese  said  many 
psychotherapists  “view  religion  as  an 
obsessive  compulsive  neurosis.” 

'’They'll know  we 

are  Christians  ~ 
by  oar  love' 

SPRINGFIELD, 

Ill.  —  World  Wide 
Communion  Sun¬ 
day,  October  6,  be¬ 
came  a  historical 
event  here  when 
over  2,000  Chris¬ 
tians  joined  togeth- 
er  for  an  interde-  U 
nominational 
Lord’s  Supper. 

Participating  in 
the  Festival  of 
Christian  Unity 
were  First  United 
Methodist  Church, 

Central  Baptist 
Church,  Christ 
Episcopal  Church. 

First  Presbyterian 
Church  and  Grace 
Lutheran  Church. 
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Dr.  Rudolph  Calabrese,  a  cousin  of  the 
executive  director  and  director  of 
training  at  the  institute,  said  “we  think 
its  important  that  the  patient  not  end  up 
as  a  caricature  of  the  therapist,”  many  of 
whom  try  to  “out-Freud  Freud”  in 
denouncing  religion  and  belief  in  God. 

“We  (psychotherapists)  who  have 
accepted  Christ  have  been  silent,”  he 
admitted,  noting  that  his  own  profes¬ 
sional  commitment  to  Christianity  only 
dates  from  an  evangelical  experience  in 
1968. 

A  member  of  a  Catholic  parish  and  a 
former  seminarian,  he  now  frequently 
speaks  in  fundamentalist  Protestant 
churches  and  enjoys  preaching  as  part  of 
his  work.  "All  truth  is  one,”  he  stated, 
"Christianity  and  mental  health  are  two 
aspects  of  it.” 

Both  Doctors  Calabrese  claim  that  the 
institute  therapists  never  attempt  to 
proselytise  their  patients  and  they  ob¬ 
serve  that  their  methods  of  psycho¬ 
analysis  are  not  much  different  from 
other  therapists.  “You  deal  with  the 
pathology  first,”  said  Dr.  Rudolph. 

Observing  that  inevitably  the  patient 
will  ask  questions  about  the  meaning  of 
life,  Dr.  Alphonse  said  while  “another 
therapist  might  cop  out  by  saying,  ‘you 
have  to  work  that  out  for  yourself,’  we 
answer  the  questions  directly,”  often  by 
sharing  Christian  experiences  with  them. 


Ecumenical  service  marks 
World  Wide  Communion  Day 


By  BILL  PECKHAM 
Special  to  TM/  UMR 
SPRINGFIELD,  Ill.  —  “We  are  one  in 
the  Spirit,”  they  sang,  “we  are  one  in  the 
Lord,  and  we  pray  that  our  unity  will  one 
day  be  restored.  And  they’ll  know  we  are 
Christians  by  our  love.” 

And  joining  hands,  more  than  2,000 
persons  celebrated  the  Lord’s  Supper  in 
the  middle  of  town  on  World  Wide 
Communion  Sunday,  October  6.  The 
historic  ecumenical  event  for  the  five 
downtown  congregations  was  held  in  the 
shadow  of  the  State  Capitol. 

Participating  in  the  Springfield 
Festival  of  Christian  Unity  were  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  First 
Presbyterian  Church,  Grace  Lutheran 
Church,  Christ  Episcopal  Church  and 
Central  Baptist  Church. 


Col.  Sanders 9  life  story  spells 
honesty ,  work  and  trust  in  God 


By  SHEILA  ALLEE 
Staff  Writer 

Colonel  Harland  Sanders  describes  his 
84-year  stay  on  planet  Earth  as  “Finger- 
Lickin’  Good”  in  his  newly  released 
autobiography  by  that  title. 

The  magnate  behind  the  world-wide 
Kentucky  Fried  Chicken  business  recalls 
his  life  story  with  candor.  And  woven 
throughout  the  book  is  Colonel  Sanders’ 
yearning  to  know  God. 

In  concluding  his  story,  the  colonel 
writes, 

“.  .  .  I  want  to  say  that  up  to  five  years 
ago  all  the  success  I’d  had  with  my 
franchising  business  and  all  the 
recognitions,  awards,  and  honors  that 
came  to  me  still  left  me  with  a  hollow 
feelin’  ...  All  this  while  I  knew  I  wasn’t 
right  with  God.” 

Five  years  ago,  Colonel  Sanders  got 
“right  with  God.”  He  tells  of  his  spiritual 
rebirth  in  the  closing  pages  of  his  book. 

The  colonel  writes  in  a  semi- 
conversational  first-person  monologue, 
“don’tcha  see?”  The  grammar  isn’t  the 
most  sophisticated  but  the  words  are 
definitely  Col.  Sanders’.  And  the  flavor  of 
his  Kentucky  accent  almost  can  be  tasted 
in  his  matter-of-fact  style. 

Colonel  Sanders  makes  no  bones  about 
his  philosophy  of  life.  It’s  a  simple  ideal 
—  hard  work  and  honesty  —  the 
American  dream. 

And  he  has  lived  by  his  ideal.  He  is  a 
veteran  of  14  occupations;  most  of  the 
autobiography  is  spent  detailing  events 
in  his  many  careers. 

After  dropping  out  of  school  in  the  sixth 
grade,  Colonel  Sanders  was  a  farm  hand. 
Later  he  dabbled  in  law  and  insurance 
sales,  politics,  motel  operation  and 


Some  church  leaders  claim  that  the 
inter-church  communion  service  was  an 
unprecedented  breakthrough  in 
ecumenical  cooperation.  Although  the 
five  denominations  had  shared  in 
common  services,  programs  and  service 
projects,  almost  never  had  they  been 
able  to  agree  on  a  common  sacramental 
celebration. 

The  senior  pastors  of  each  of  the 
congregations  served  on  the  Steering 
Committee  for  the  Festival  and  also 
served  as  liturgists  for  the  Lord’s  Supper 
celebration. 

The  Festival  of  Christian  Unity  began 
with  each  congregation  conducting  a 
brief  worship  service  in  its  own  sanc¬ 
tuary  at  11  a.m.  At  11:30  each  church 
joined  a  grand  processional  march  to  the 
site  of  the  outdoor  service. 

A  brass  ensemble  and  the  combined 
adult  choirs  from  the  churches  provided 
a  ministry  of  music  for  the  event. 

Quietly  the  people  gathered  around  the 
many  tables  which  had  been  erected  in 
the  shape  of  a  cross  to  receive  the 
sacramental  elements.  The  Holy  Com¬ 
munion  was  served  by  laypersons  from 
each  church. 

“Never  in  my  ministry  have  I  been  so 
deeply  touched  and  thrilled  as  I  was  in 
this  unique  service,”  commented  Dr. 
Thomas  Luke,  pastor  of  Springfield’s 
First  United  Methodist  Church.  “I  have 
never  seen  different  denominations 
cooperate  so  easily  and  effectively.” 

All  Springfield  residents  were  invited 
to  share  in  the  service,  regardless  of 
their  church  affiliation. 

Because  of  the  success  of  the  Festival 
the  five  churches  have  already  begun 
conversations  on  future  cooperative 
ventures. 

Although  there  has  been  a  noticable 
loss  in  ecumenical  enthusiasm  nationally 
in  recent  years,  the  Springfield  Festival 
of  Christian  Unity  gave  graphic  proof 
that  there  is  still  concern  and  openness 
between  churches. 


finally  the  food  business. 

The  adventurous  man  has  done 
everything  from  deliver  babies  to  fire  a 
locomotive  engine. 

His  refreshing  story  is  as  old-fashioned 
as  the  Kentucky  hills  where  he  grew  up. 
Don’t  expect  any  deep  thoughts  from  this 
down-to-earth  book.  Colonel  Sanders  is  a 
simple  man  who  preaches  honesty,  hard 
work  and  faith  in  God. 

“No  matter  what  hard  times  you  may 
go  through,  —  if  you  keep  turning  to  Him, 
acknowledging  Him,  and  honoring  Him 
in  all  you  do  —  He’ll  help  you  through.” 

—A  fitting  conclusion  for  a  "Finger- 
Lickin’-Good”  book. 

(“Finger-Lickin’  Good”  by  Col.  Har¬ 
land  Sanders  is  published  by  Creation 
House  for  $5.95) 
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Poem  of  the  Week 


The  feast 

By  EMMA  K.  ATHA 
Let  my  eyes  feast  on  his  word, 

Let  the  stream  of  truth  run  clear. 
Let  my  eyes  feast  on  his  word, 

Let  me  my  Savior’s  voice  to  hear. 

When  my  appetite  grows  strong 
And  earthly  food  cannot  fulfill, 

Let  me  feast  upon  his  word, 

Let  me  do  my  Master’s  will. 

When  the  bridegroom  sets  his  table 
For  his  bride  upon  that  day. 

If  I  be  sitting  as  a  guest, 

I’ll  know  the  Master  had  his  way. 


o 


Attending  a  Nutrition  Workshop  at  the  Tom  Thumb  Head  Start  Center  in  Pineville 
in  late  September  were  representatives  from  St.  James  Church  Day  Care  Center 
and  from  the  Fairfield  Day  Care  Center.  They  were  (from  left)  Mrs.  Thelma  Ware; 
Mrs.  Janette  Brown;  Mrs.  Emma  Austin;  and  Mrs.  Marie  Douglas.  They  were 
sponsored  by  the  Shreveport  Metro-Ministries.  The  Rev.  James  Graham.  Director 
of  the  Metro  Ministries,  also  attended.  The  workshop  was  a  project  of  the  Louisiana 
State  Department  of  Education.  Division  of  Special  Food  Services. 


Nine  years 
perfect  attendance 

Shown  here  is  Ann  Pendergrass,  of 
Dubach  Church,  who  was  honored  on 
Church  Promotion  Sunday  for  her  long 
dedication  to  her  Church  School.  Ann  has 
had  nine  years  of  perfect  attendance! 
She  also  serves  as  pianist  for  the  Dubach 
Church  and  is  active  in  MYF.  The  14-year 
old  Ann  is  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Tyrus  Pendergrass. 


work  at  Vivian  church 


Mrs.  A.J.  Christie  dies 

Notice  has  been  received  of  the  death 
of  Mrs.  A.  J.  Christie  on  September  30, 
1974.  Mrs.  Christie  was  the  mother  of  the 
Rev.  James  Christie  of  Monroe.  She  was 
the  widow  of  the  late  Rev.  A.J.  Christie, 
of  the  Little  Rock  Conference. 

Funeral  and  burial  were  in  Texarkana. 


John  H.  Guy.  Jr.,  an  intern  in  the 
Centenary  School  of  Church  Careers,  has 
begun  his  duties  as  Youth  Director  at  the 
Vivian  Church.  John  is  also  beginning  his 
first  year  at  Centenary,  where  he  is  a 
religion  major.  He  is  from  First  United 


Methodist  Church,  Panama  City,  Fla., 
where  he  was  active  in  the  Youth 
Council,  youth  choir,  folk  group  and 
served  as  youth  associate.  He  was  also  an 
outstanding  high  school  student. 


Centenary  receives  scholarships 
for  church  careers  from  churches 
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An  edition  of  The  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


OCTOBER  25.  1974 


Judicial  Council  to  meet  in 
New  Orleans  November  7-10 


Members  of  the  Judicial  Council,  from  left:  I.  Lynd  Esch;  Ralph  M.  Houston;  Theodore  M.  Berry;  Mrs.  D.  Dwight  Grove; 
Hoover  Rupert;  Mrs.  Florence  Lucas  Edwards;  Truman  W.  Potter;  Tom  Matheny;  Charles  B.  Copher. 


Pleas  to  clarify  earlier  decisions  af¬ 
fecting  General  Conference  delegates 
and  agency  powers  are  expected  to  be  on 
the  United  Methodist  Judicial  Council 
docket  November  7-10  at  their  meeting  in 
New  Orleans.  Also  expected  is  a 
challenge  to  an  agency’s  contributions  to 
a  “partisan  political  lobby.” 

Whether  the  nine-member  “supreme 
court”  acts  on  these  and  five  other 
petitions  is  up  to  the  council’s  deter¬ 
mination  of  its  legal  jurisdiction.  Council 
president  is  the  Rev.  Ralph  M.  Houston  of 
Ft.  Pierce,  Fla.  Tom  Matheny,  of 
Hammond,  is  a  member  of  the  Council. 

The  question  on  delegates  relates  to  the 
implementation  of  election  requirements 
growing  out  of  a  constitutional 
paragraph  guaranteeing  delegates  from 
the  former  Evangelical  United  Brethren 
Church  double  their  proportional 
membership  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  for  three  quadrennia  following 
the  1968  union. 

The  Commission  on  the  General 
Conference,  in  preparation  for  election 
by  next  spring’s  annual  conferences  of 
some  1,000  delegates  to  the  1976  General 
Conference,  asked  the  Judicial  Council  to 
clarify  a  1972  decision  which  brought  into 
the  ratio  formula  a  “troublesome”  third 
factor,  members  entering  the  church 


since  1968  and  neither  former-EUB  nor 
former-Methodist. 

The  General  Council  on  Ministries,  a 
new  organization  in  1972,  is  asking  about 
the  constitutionality  of  the  Discipline 
paragraph  specifying  its  powers  to 
function  between  sessions  of  General 
Conference,  largely  as  a  coordinating 
agency  for  general  boards  of  the  church. 

The  Judicial  Council  had  ruled  in  1972 
that  “legislative  powers  granted”  to 
GCOM  were  unconstitutional,  but  it  did 
not  specify  which  functions  were  thus 
affected.  GCOM  has  asked  for  clar¬ 
ification,  and  a  hearing  has  been  set  for 
10  A.M.  on  November  7. 

Of  wide  interest  in  our  Louisiana 
Conference  is  the  Conference  resolution 
asking  for  a  declaratory  decision  con¬ 
cerning  the  authority  of  the  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  to  “join  and  give 
World  Service  money  to  a  partisan 
political  lobby  group,  such  as  the  Health 
Security  Action  Council,  organized  for 
the  purpose  of  promoting  a  single 
legislative  bill,  when  the  legislation  in 
question  has  received  no  endorsement  by 
the  General  Conference.” 

The  health  group  receives  some  $1,000 
annually  from  the  board’s  General 
Welfare  Division.  It  is  an  organization  of 
religious,  labor,  health  care  and  other 


groups  coordinating  efforts  to  secure 
passage  of  S3/  HR22,  the  Health  Security 
Act. 

The  other  petitions  for  the  Judicial 
Council  action  pertain  to  ministerial 
pension  procedures. 

Two  open  sessions  are  scheduled: 
Council  on  Ministries  Matter  at  10  A.M. 
and  the  Louisiana  Matter  at  2  P.M.,  both 
on  November  7.  All  sessions  are  to  be 
held  at  the  Royal  Orleans  Hotel. 

Members  of  the  Judicial  Council  are: 
President,  the  Rev.  Ralph  M.  Houston, 
Fort  Pierce,  Fla.,  retired  pastor;  Vice- 
President,  Theodore  M.  Berry,  Cin¬ 
cinnati,  Ohio,  mayor;  Secretary,  Mrs.  D. 
Dwight  Grove,  Philadelphia,  Pa., 
women’s  leader;  the  Rev.  Charles  B. 
Copher,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  Dean  of  Inter¬ 
denominational  Theological  Center; 
Mrs.  Florence  Lucas  Edwards, 
Rosedale,  N.Y.,  attorney,  state  com¬ 
munity  relations  executive. 

Also,  the  Rev.  I.  Lynd  Esch, 
Indianapolis,  Ind.,  retired  president  of 
Indiana  Central*  College  and  long-time 
labor  arbitrator;  Tom  Matheny,  Ham¬ 
mond,  La.,  attorney;  the  Rev.  Truman 
W.  Potter,  Charleston,  W.  Va.,  retired 
pastor;  and  the  Rev.  Hoover  Rupert, 
Kalamazoo,  Mich.,  pastor. 


Shreveport  representatives  attend  workshop 


Workshop  on 
Religion  and 
Race -Nov.  9 

Thi*  first  Conference  Workshop  on 
Religion  and  Race  will  take  place  on 
Saturday.  November  9,  1974  at  Wesley 
Church,  501  Hunter  Street,  Pineville.  The 
announcement  comes  from  Mrs.  Inez  W. 
Chrisentery,  Chairman  of  the  Conference 
Commission  on  Religion  and  Race. 

The  meeting  will  begin  at  10  A.M.  and 
will  jcontipue  until  4  P.M.  All  involved 
persons  are  urged  to  mark  the  date  on 
their  calendars  and  to  attend.  A 
representative  from  the  national  staff 
will  be  on  hand  to  provide  guidance, 
inspiration  and  to  answer  questions. 
There  will  be  a  film  presentation  “Bill  of 
Rights  —  Equal  Opportunity,”  along  with 
a  report  from  the  Conference 
representative  to  the  Jurisdiction 
Workshop. 

All  persons  in  leadership  roles  on  the 
Conference  and  District  levels  are  being 
invited,  according  to  Mrs.  Chrisentery. 
About  125  persons  are  expected  to  attend. 

Host  pastor  is  the  Rev.  Kenneth  Fisher. 

Significant 

seminars  set 
for  Centenary 

Centenary  College  of  Louisiana  will 
host  a  Pre-Law  Education  Seminar 
October  25-26,  with  registration  in  the 
Student  Union  building  this  Friday  at  3 
P.M.  Outstanding  speakers  are 
scheduled,  and  informative  discussions 
groups  are  planned. 

On  November  8  and  9  a  Pre-Medical 
Education  Seminar  will  take  place  at 
Centenary.  Registration  is  also  at  3  P.M. 
on  the  opening  day.  Panel  discussions 
will  feature  students  and  professional 
guests  in  the  field  of  medicine. 

Registration  fee  for  each  seminar  is 
$5.00,  to  help  cover  the  cost  of  meals. 
Anyone  interested  in  attending  should 
contact  Mrs.  Mary  Ann  Caffery,  Cen¬ 
tenary  College,  Shreveport,  La.  71104. 

Dr,  and  Mrs.  Rickey 
conducting  tour 
of  the  Orient 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  A.  Rickey  are 
conducting  a  tour  group  of  31  persons  to 
the  Orient.  They  left  New  Orleans  on 
October  10,  and  will  return  on  November 
2. 

While  on  this  extended  tour,  they  will 
visit  Honolulu,  Tokyo,  Hakene  Park, 
Kyete,  Taipei,  Hong  Kong,  Bangkok,  and 
Singapore. 

Doctor  Rickey,  pastor  of  Aurora 
Church,  New  Orleans,  and  Conference 
Chairman  of  the  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration,  is  a  world-wide  traveler 
and  experienced  tour  conductor. 

Speakers  in  the  Aurora  Church  during 
his  trip  are:  Roy  Jones,  Lay  Leader;  Dr. 
David  A.  Mason,  of  the  Federation  of 
Churches;  the  Rev.  W.  Ralph  Cain,  Area 
Provost;  and  the  Rev.  Jay  Coder,  Aurora 
Associate. 


Bishop’s  Message 

In  these  days  of  concerted  efforts  to  discredit  presidents  and  executives  in 
general,  I  am  moved  to  say  something  in  the  opposite  direction  by  calling  your 
attention  to  a  recent  commendable  act  of  the  President  of  the  United  Stages. 
Reference  is  specifically  made  to  President  Gerald  R.  Ford’s  address  before 
the  25th  session  of  the  U.N.  General  Assembly  on  September  18.  President 
Ford’s  address  was  a  credit  to  the  United  States,  and  his  remarks  made  me 
proud  to  be  an  American.  If  you  haven’t  done  so,  you  ought  to  read  his  speech. 
Among  other  statements,  too  lengthy  and  detailed  to  mention  here,  he  offered 
four  principles  which  shape  the  approach  of  the  U.S.A.  toward  global  matters. 
He  said  first  that  all  nations  must  substantially  increase  production.  (He 
doesn’t  want  prosperity  through  scarcity.)  He  said  secondly  that  all  nations 
must  seek  to  achieve  a  level  of  prices  which  not  only  provides  an  incentive  to 
producers,  but  which  consumers  can  afford.  (He  felt  this  is  possible,  and  gave 
many  reasons  in  the  economic  area  to  support  it.)  Thirdly,  he  stated  that  all 
nations  must  avoid  the  abuse  of  man’s  fundamental  needs  for  the  sake  of 
narrow  national  or  bloc  advantage.  “The  attempt  by  any  nation  to  use  one 
commodity  for  political  purposes  will  inevitably  tempt  other  countries  to  use 
their  commodities  for  their  own  purposes.”  (This  remark  may  seem  innocuous 
at  first,  but  it  is  a  profound  statement  of  Christian  stewardship,  and  implies  the 
unity  of  the  human  family  on  this  globe.  The  implications  of  what  he  is  saying 
here  are  enormous.)  Fourthly,  President  Ford  stated  that  “the  nations  of  the 
world  must  assure  that  the  poorest  among  us  are  not  overwhelmed  by  rising 
prices  of  the  imports  necessary  for  their  survival.  The  traditional  aid  donors 
and  the  increasingly  wealthy  oil  producers  (meaning  Middle  East  countries) 
must  join  in  this  effort.”  (This  remark  also  was  quite  courageous.) 

I  wish  that  President  Ford  had  been  free  to  state  a  fifth  conviction  which 
many  people  in  the  United  States  hold,  and  which  I  believe  he  privately  holds, 
and  that  is  that  it  is  immoral  to  go  on  multiplying  the  population  of  this  planet.  It 
would  be  an  act  of  historic  moral  responsibility  if  the  United  States  of  America 
would  take  such  a  position.  The  unbounded,  unbridled,  unreasonable  explosion 
in  population,  especially  in  those  areas  least  able  to  receive  such  a  population 
explosion,  is  one  of  the  major  causes  of  the  world’s  economic  dislocations  at  the 
moment. 

Regardless  of  the  fact  that  this  fifth  point  was  not  added,  many  people  think  it 
and  know  it,  and  perhaps  it  can  become  a  dominant  opinion  in  time.  President 
Ford’s  address  was  an  appeal  to  Americans,  as  well  as  a  statement  to  the 
world.  He  called  on  us  for  greatness  and  generosity,  and  asked  us  to  dig  deep 
into  our  spiritual  resources,  to  be  the  kind  of  persons  that  may  live  responsibly 
and  share  responsibility  in  a  very  troubled  world.  Much  of  what  he  said,  of 
course,  was  lost  in  the  avalanche  of  inconsequential  nit-picking  on  the 
president.  I  can  only  hope  that  his  address  really  represents  what  he  honestly 
thinks,  and  I  am  willing  to  believe  that  it  is  so. 

Faithfully 

Finis  A.  Crutchfield 


The  Children's  Choir  of  St.  John’s  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  sings  for  the  second 
Sunday  service  each  month.  They  also  have  fun  on  other  days,  as  their  “picnic 
picture”  indicates.  They  are,  top  row,  from  left:  Robin  Kinney,  Lori  Shearer, 
Chrissy  Shearer,  Julie  Allen,  Kim  Carter;  bottom  row,  from  left  —  Rob  Perry,  Brian 
Perry,  Cathy  Shearer,  Gloria  Giammanco,  the  Director,  and  Scott  Kinney. 

New  youth  director  begins 


More  echoes  from  UMW  conference 


Program  Planners  for  UMW  Annual  Meeting  ih  Nat¬ 
chitoches  are  shown  here.  Mrs.  Nancy  Tebow,  Bunkie,  left, 
program  chairperson,  checked  program  details  for  the 
meeting  with  Mrs.  Dwight  Davis,  Natchitoches,  conference  co¬ 
chairperson. 

i  "i 


Directors  or  representatives  of  Louisiana  missions  took  part 
in  a  panel  discussion  during  the  UMW  Conference.  Left  to 
right:  Mrs.  George  Chastain,  Sager  Brown  School,  Baldwin; 
Miss  Verdel  Winslow,  Peoples  Community  Center,  New 
Orleans;  Mrs.  Theresa  Hopkins,  St.  Marks  Community  Center, 
New  Orleans;  and  Jerry  Bridges,  MacDonell  Methodist 
Center,  Houma. 


Centenary  College's  School  of  Church  Careers  is  the 
recipient  of  a  number  of  scholarships  from  local  churches  in 
the  Louisiana  Conference.  Two  of  the  recent  gifts  have  come  to 
the  attention  of  this  newspaper,  and  are  reported  here.  Other 
churches,  not  known  to  the  editors  at  this  writing,  have  also 
given  scholarships. 

First  Church,  Alexandria,  the  Rev.  Harvey  G.  Williamson, 
pastor,  presented  a  scholarship  of  $1500.00  to  Centenary  for  a 
student  to  be  selected  by  the  Scholarship  Committee  on  the 
basis  of  projected  success,  dedication  to  the  program,  and 
need. 

Lakeview  Church,  Shreveport,  the  Rev.  W.  E.  Nolan,  pastor, 
has  given  a  check  in  the  amount  of  $5,100  to  provide  an  annual 
f 500.00  scholarship  to  a  student  in  the  field  of  religion.  The 
Scholarship  from  Lakeview  was  given  in  honor  of  the  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  J.  L.  Beasley. 


A  —  Shown  in  this  picture  is  Dr.  John  H.  Allen.  President  of 
Centenary  College,  receiving  a  check  from  the  Rev.  Harvey  G. 
Williamson  to  provide  a  full  tuition  scholarship  for  a  student 
enrolled  in  the  new  School  of  Church  Careers.  This  scholarship 
was  made  possible  through  the  Missions  Commission  of  First 
Church,  Alexandria. 

B  —  Shown  here  at  Lakeview  Church.  Shreveport,  are 
persons  who  participated  in  the  presentation  of  a  scholarship 
to  Centenary  College,  honoring  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  J.  L 
Beasley.  Front  row,  from  left:  Bob  Windham,  lay  leader  at 
Lakeview;  Mrs.  Beasley  and  the  Rev.  J.  L.  Beasley  ;  Mrs.  Dale 
Brobst,  President  of  U.M.W.  Back  row,  from  left,  Dr.  B.  C. 
Taylor  and  Dr .  John  Allen,  both  of  Centenary;  and  the  Rev.  W. 
E  Nolan,  pastor.  The  $5,100  check  was  presented  by 
Administrative  Board  Chairman  George  Schurman. 
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Racism  is  not  a  geographical  problem 


living  south  of  the  Maion-Dlxon  lum  up  the  feelings  of  many  when  he 


Many 

line  view  with  •  certain  amount  of 
smugness  the  racial  turmoil  which  has 
rocked  Boston  and  boggrt  down  that 
city's  public  schools  in  a  two-month-long 
battle  over  integration  via  busing. 

“There  it  is,”  they  say,  “the  hard-line, 
righteous  North  face-to-face  with  racial 
hatred  in  the  very  stronghold  of  northern 
liberalism.” 

That  is  a  natural  enough  reaction  from 
a  section  of  the  country  which  has  been 
told  for  150  years  that  it  has  some  sort  of 
corner  on  the  market  of  racial  injustice. 

Southern  blacks  and  whites  alike  have 
said  for  15  years  that  the  South  will  solve 
its  racial  conflict  long  before  the  North, 
and  the  seemingly  deep-rooted  hatreds 
which  have  surfaced  in  Boston  during  the 
past  few  weeks  seem  to  lend  credibility  to 
such  statements. 

One  black  minister  in  Boston  seemed  to 


UP 

■aid,  “I  was  born  and  roared  In  the  South, 
but  the  liberal  North  has  no  edge  in  moral 
■uperlorlty.  The  Insidious  racism  here  Is 
definitely  worse”  (see  TM/  UMR,  Oct. 
18). 

However  understandable  such  feelings 
may  be,  the  sentiments  they  express  are 
hollow  indeed  because  they  fall  far  short 
of  truth— and  even  worse,  they  reflect 
the  same  prejudices  they  claim  to  be 
exposing.  They  once  again  equate  racism 
with  geography  and  make  sweeping 
assumptions  about  the  people  who  are  a 
part  of  that  geography. 

In  the  final  analysis,  what  does  it  mean 
to  say  “racism  here  (or  there)  is 
definitely  worse?”  It’s  like  saying  a  man 
is  only  crippled  from  the  knees  down  or 
that  a  tire  is  only  flat  on  the  bottom. 

The  people  of  the  South  should  feel  no 
righteous  satisfaction  or  find  their 


prophecy  fulfilled  In  the  struggles  of 
Boston,  the  real  struggle  Is  not  In  Boston 
or  Chicago  or  Atlanta  or  Selma, 
Alabama.  The  real  struggle  Is  In  the 
hearts  of  people. 

Maybe  it  Is  when  we  see  too  much  of 
ourselves  in  the  hatreds  of  others  that  we 
decide  “Those  people  are  from  Boston” 
or  “Those  people  are  from  Mississippi.” 

The  fact  is,  “those  people"  may  be 
sitting  next  to  us  in  church  each  Sunday 
—  and  sometimes,  if  we  look  closely,  we 
may  see  “those  people"  in  our  own 
mirrors. 

As  Christians,  whenever  and  wherever 
we  see  racism,  we  need  to  identify  it  for 
what  it  is  and  work  toward  its  elim¬ 
ination  in  the  name  of  the  One  who 
considered  all  persons  his  neighbors. 


When  should  we  seek  to  legislate 
our  faith, and  when  should  we  not? 


A  question  of  accountability 


The  question  of  accountability  is  one 
which  is  continually  raised  in  a 
connectional  church  such  as  ours.  It  is 
nothing  new;  it  is  likely  always  to  be 
asked. 

What  right  do  they  have  to  send  us  that 
minister  without  our  consent?  What  right 
does  that  group  have  to  speak  for  me  on 
any  issue?  These  are  but  two  of  the  ways 
the  question  of  accountability  gets  raised 
most  frequently. 

The  same  basic  question  is  raised  in 
two  different  ways  in  other  articles  of 
this  issue  of  TM/  UMR.  In  the  "Here  I 
Stand”  column,  our  general  boards  are 
asked  to  clarify  how  they  determine 
when  their  staffs  should  seek  to  have 
religious  values  legislated,  and  when 
they  should  not.  And  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference,  led  by  a  United 
Methodist  physician,  is  asking  the 
church’s  “supreme  court”  (the  Judicial 
Council)  to  rule  on  whether  or  not 
general  boards  have  the  right  to  support 
partisan  political  causes  without  specific 
approval  by  the  denomination’s  General 
Conference. 

Obviously,  the  work  of  our  church’s 
connectional  officials  is  being  scrutinized 
more  carefully  and  more  critically  today 
than  ever  before,  and  more  churchper- 
sons  are  demanding  some  means  of 
holding  their  officials  accountable  than 
ever  before. 

It  is  just  as  obvious  that,  with  a  few 
notable  exceptions,  connectional  officials 
have  tended  to  see  themselves  ac¬ 
countable  only  to  a  governing  board 
rather  than  to  the  whole  of  our  pluralistic 
church.  The  appeal  to  the  Judicial 
Council,  therefore,  represents  something 
of  a  showdown  between  those  who  insist 
on  a  broad  sense  of  accountability  for  our 
connectional  officials  and  those  who 
believe  only  a  narrow  sense  of  ac¬ 
countability  is  viable. 

We  believe  it  unfortunate  that  such  a 
showdown  has  become  necessary.  There 
is  obvious  strength  in  the  different  parts 
of  our  connectional  system  being  able  to 
move  quickly  and  decisively  to  deal  with 
a  given  issue.  A  ruling  by  the  Judicial 
Council  limiting  actions  of  a  “political” 
nature  to  those  approved  specifically  by 
General  Conference  would  severely 
restrict  the  activities  of  our  general 
boards  and  agencies.  Appealing  as  that 
might  seem  when  we  disagree  with  a 
given  board  decision,  we  believe  such 
restrictions  —  on  the  whole  —  would 
weaken  the  effectiveness  of  our  church’s 
witness. 

On  the  other  hand,  a  voluntary 
association  such  as  the  church  must  rely 
primarily  on  its  members  for  support. 
Those  providing  support  are  not 
unreasonable  in  expecting  that  most  of 
their  monetary  support  should  go  to  work 
and  causes  consistent  with  their 
Christian  convictions.  Recurring  in¬ 
stances  of  connectional  officials  and 
groups  taking  actions  contrary  to  the 
beliefs  and  feelings  of  the  membership 
have  led  us  to  the  present  point  —  where 
the  existence  of  a  healthy  tension  is 
replaced  by  a  direct  confrontation. 
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It  is  our  hope  that  the  Judicial  Council, 
in  its  wisdom,  will  be  able  to  formulate  a 
ruling  which  will  affirm  both  the 
necessity  for  our  general  agencies  to 
have  some  room  to  act  upon  their  own 
discretion,  and  the  absolute  respon¬ 
sibility  of  those  same  agencies  to  exhibit 
some  broad  sense  of  accountability  to  the 
whole  church  when  they  act.  Anything 
other  than  a  two-pronged  ruling  of  this 
type  will  result  in  our  church’s  losing 
something  important. 

Letters  to  the  editor 


By  LOVETT  HAYES  WEEMS.  JR. 

In  1971  and  1972 1  studied,  as  a  part  of  a 
graduate  research  project,  five 
Washington-based  church  agencies 
which  have  responsibility  for  coor¬ 
dinating  their  denominational  public 
affairs  ministries.  The  denominational 
offices  studied  were  the  Lutheran,  United 
Church  of  Christ,  Friends,  United 
Methodist,  and  Roman  Catholic. 

While  all  church  representatives 
surveyed  felt  very  strongly  that  churches 
should  be  actively  involved  in  influencing 
issues  of  public  policy,  there  also  was  a 
consensus  among  these  church 
representatives  that  the  churches  should 
not  seek  the  “Christianization  of 
society,”  i.e.  the  imposition  of  the 
churches’  own  peculiar  moral  per¬ 
spective  on  the  general  society. 

A  United  Methodist  document  states: 
“We  live  in  a  pluralistic  society.  In  such  a 
society,  churches  should  not  seek  to  use 
the  authority  of  government  to  make  the 
whole  community  conform  to  their 
particular  moral  codes.” 

Admittedly,  this  is  a  complex  issue  and 
one  with  which  I  have  had  considerable 
difficulty.  My  difficulty  has  not  arisen 
primarily  from  personal  disagreement 
with  the  denominational  agencies’ 
positions  on  issues  about  which 
legislation  is  considered  improper  (e.g. 
“Prayer  Amendments,”  blue  laws),  nor 
from  personal  disagreement  with  their 
positions  on  issues  about  which 
legislation  is  considered  proper  (e.g. 


‘Controversial  bishop’  defended 


To  the  Editor: 

“Faith  must  extend  to  all  of  life” 
(TM/  UMR,  Oct.  11)  reports  the  anger  of 
a  small  number  of  members  of  a  large 
Sioux  Falls,  South  Dakota  congregation 
concerning  some  statements  of  Bishop 
Armstrong  regarding  the  1972 
presidential  campaign. 

The  article  stated  that  Mr.  Armstrong 
appears  to  be  followed  by  controversy 
wherever  he  goes.  I  suppose  that,  to 
many,  is  a  bad  trait.  However,  to  many 
others,  it  is  a  sign  of  hope.  Thank  God  for 
the  fearless! 

Although  Bishop  Armstrong  needs  no 
defense  for  his  ministry,  this  reader 
knows,  by  a  very  personal  experience, 
that  the  bishop  is  a  “most  compassionate 
man"  whose  eyes  are  on  things  far 
beyond  the  temporal. 

Robert  O’Kelley  Wallace 
Trappe,  Maryland 

Is  God  limited,  or  the 
Lord  of  the  universe? 

To  the  Editor:  ' 

There  is  a  fundamental  theological 
problem  posing  a  radical  either/  or  for 
United  Methodists  focused  in  the  articles 
dealing  with  Bishop  Armstrong’s 
political  activism  and  the  “New  World 
Outlook’s”  critique  of  evangelist  Bill 
Bright  (TM/  UMR,  Oct.  4).  The  option, 
unresolved  for  most  United  Methodists, 
is  this:  Either  the  God  whom  we  worship 
is  the  Lord  of  the  universe,  active  in  all 
its  dimensions  and  calling  the  faithful  to 
respond  in  all  areas  of  their  lives,  or  the 
God  whom  we  worship  is  a  territorial 
god,  limited  in  some  mysterious  manner 
only  to  the  “religious”  areas  of  human 
life.  The  concept  of  such  a  limited  god 
has  been,  or  will  be,  I  hope,  given  up  in 
favor  of  the  God  who  acted  in  Christ  to 
reconcile  the  world  (and  not  simply  its 
religious  aspect)  to  himself. 

Obviously,  United  Methodists  will  not 
agree  completely  on  the  stance  to  be 
taken  on  the  complicated  social  and 
political  issues  of  our  time.  The  answer, 
however,  is  not  to  prohibit  dialogue  about 
the  issues  or  to  define  certain  areas  as 
out-of-bounds,  but  to  begin  openly  and 
honestly  to  understand  our  Christian 
faith  as  it  applies  in  all  the  dimensions  of 
our  lives.  Otherwise,  the  church  runs  the 
risk  of  worshipping  a  limited  god  and 
making  the  body  of  Christ  irrelevant  to 
the  needs  of  the  modern  world. 

A.  Mark  Conard 
Richmond,  Virginia 

We  should  fear  only  God 
in  exercise  of  citizenship 
To  the  Editor: 

One  cannot  help  but  question  if  there 
are  125  members  of  the  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Sioux  Falls,  South 
Dakota  who  are  inactive  as  citizens  of 
this  country  (TM/  UMR,  Oct.  4). 

This  would  seem  to  be  a  sad  state  of 
relationships  in  any  community.  But  is  it 
possible  that  those  who  voted  to  make  a 
non-citizen  of  their  Bishop  are  indicating 
that  they  are  also  non-citizens?  I  would 
like  to  assume  that  they  would  not  seek  to 
put  a  clergyman  in  a  special  category  of 
life,  where  citizenship  would  be  with¬ 
drawn  only  from  the  clergy  —  or  would 
they? 

Should  a  clergyman,  or  any  citizen, 
apologize  for  being  “controversial?” 
Should  a  clergyman,  or  any  citizen,  cease 
to  function  as  a  citizen  because  a  vote  is 
taken  by  a  “rump-session,”  or  an  official 
session,  or  any  other  body  of  people? 

Because  I  lived  in  South  Dakota  for 
many  years,  I  have  an  appreciation  of 
who  the  125  think  they  represent,  but 
such  feelings  are  not  uncommon. 

On  one  occasion  I  sat  in  a  conference 
when  a  bishop  indicated  that  he  was 
fearful  of  some  people  who  were  trying  a 
similar  tactic.  When  that  Bishop  spoke  of 
the  fear  he  had  and  the  possible  dire 
consequences,  one  of  his  ministers 
rebuked  him  in  these  words,  “Do  I  hear 
my  Bishop  expressing  fear  of  men?  My 
Bishop  has  only  one  fear  —  not  of  men, 
not  of  demons,  not  of  things  —  these  all 
pass!  My  Bishop  knows  only  one  fear  — 


the  fear  of  God  —  and  he  knows  that  the 
fear  of  any  “other"  is  blasphemy!”  (I 
am  sure  that  James  Armstrong  has 
known  the  wonderful  Bishop  and 
minister  who  were  involved  in  this.) 

South  Dakota  has  a  great  Bishop,  let  us 
pray  that  he  be  loyal  to  one  fear.  I  would 
hope  that  we  can  join  to  pray  that  all  of 
our  clergy,  along  with  James  Armstrong, 
will  help  the  125  voters  realize  the 
meaning  of  good  citizenship  —  active 
citizenship. 

Paul  W.  Caton 
Winnebago,  Minnesota 

Cartoon  called  ‘ offensive ’ 

To  the  Editor: 

I  find  the  “church  humor"  cartoon  on 
page  two  of  the  Oct.  4  issue  of  TM/  UMR 
to  be  insulting  to  the  entire  Pentecostal- 
charismatic  movement. 

Perhaps  the  cartoonist  and  the  editors 
ought  to  reread  the  New  Testament  to  see 
what  God’s  inspired  work  thinks  of 
speaking  in  tongues. 

Ralph  Potter 
Oakland,  California 

Better  get  on  bandwagon! 

To  the  Editor: 

How  can  you  print  an  anti-Kathryn 
Kuhlman  article?  Have  you  read  her 
book  “I  Believe  in  Miracles?”  We  know 
one  man  (a  Presbyterian  minister  in 
Kansas)  who  has  a  testimony  in  it.  It 
would  have  been  great  if  you  could  have 
attended  the  Holy  Spirit  Conference  last 
weekend  at  the  Dallas  Civic  auditorium 
and  seen  and  heard  1600  Methodists 
worshipping  God  and  hearing 
charismatic  ministers. 

Better  get  on  the  bandwagon  because 
it’s  here,  and  more  and  more  poor 
starving  church  members  are  getting  the 
second  blessing  (a  good  old-time 
Methodist  expression).  You  wouldn’t 
fight  it  if  you  had  it. 

Mrs.  Dale  Hanshaw 
Ravmondville,  Texas 

Helms  Prayer  BiU  opposed 

To  the  Editor: 

The  “Helms  Prayer  Bill”  (TM/  UMR, 
Sept.  27)  bothers  me  for  two  reasons. 
First  of  all,  it  smacks  of  un-Christlike 
coercion,  imposing  religion  on  students. 
And  second,  it  ignores  the  fact  that  real 
prayer  —  the  kind  Jesus  advocated  —  is 
permissible  now. 

Mr.  Helms  may  be  well-meaning  (or 
maybe  a  clever  politician) ,  but  instead  of 
permitting  the  free  exercise  of  religion, 
his  bill  would  open  the  way  for  a  kind  of 
ruthless  practice  of  religion  which  would 
not  be  Christian  at  all,  and  eventually 
would  cause  Che  repudiation  of 
Christianity  by  those  who  need  it  most. 

Christ  said,  “Behold,  I  stand  at  the 
door  and  knock.”  He  did  not  threaten  to 
knock  it  down.  virgj,  A  Rraft 

Silver  Spring,  Maryland 
Question  of  6 Christians'  and 
‘ the  poor ’  needs  reversing 
To  the  Editor: 

The  “Here  I  Stand”  column  should  be 
labeled,  “Here  I  Mouth  Off."  Turn 
Vernon  Schmid’s  column,  "Christian, 
are  you  for  or  against  the  poor?” 
(TM/  UMR,  Oct.  11)  to  read,  “Poor,  are 
you  for  or  against  the  Christians,”  and 
you  quickly  realize  how  silly  the  subjects 
appear. 

Since  Mr.  Schmid  was  talking  only  to 
those  people  reading  TM/  UMR,  and  not 
to  all  Christians,  one  must  assume  he 
was  worried  about  Methodist  Christians 
in  particular.  There  is  only  one  way  to 
answer  his  queston :  Until  Methodists  are 
capable  of  being  for  themselves,  they 
cannot  be  for  the  poor.  How  can  you  do 
something  for  others  you  cannot  do  for 
yourself? 

For  instance,  what  are  middle  class 
Methodists  doing  in  the  areas  of  con¬ 
sumer  interest  legislation,  control  of 
price-fixing  cartels,  and  government 
units  that  destroy  rather  than 
rehabilitate  whole  neighborhoods? 
Methodists  have  an  immense  amount  of 
power  to  do  things  for  themselves.  If  they 
learned  how  to  do  that,  they  would  learn 


how  to  help  the  poor,  because  the  poor 
would  benefit  by  enlightened  Methodist 
self-interest. 

As  for  the  other  side  of  the  question,  it’s 
been  a  long  time  since  I  heard  a  poor 
person  express  a  kind  or  admiring  word 
for  Christians!  Don  Knipschield 

San  Jose,  California 

We  have  ‘two-level justice' 

To  the  Editor: 

Now  that  the  issue  of  “pardons  and 
amnesty”  seems  to  be  well  sifted,  it 
appears  that  the  eventual  residue  that 
remains  is  the  true  issue.  And  what  is 
that?  From  here  it  appears  to  be  simply 
“two  level  justice.” 

Until  lam  better  informed,  I  must  hold 
that  there  is  a  level  of  justice  for  those  in 
power  of  authority,  or  better  stated, 
those  paid  to  administer  to  the  people,  on 
the  one  hand,  while  on  the  other  we  find 
the  humble  citizen  who  is  told  where  to  go 
and  what  to  do. 

There  is  also  the  question  of  the  af¬ 
fluent  and  the  poor.  The  one  can  quite 
freely  buy  a  college  career  and  remain 
out  of  military  service,  while  the  poor 
take  the  rap  in  the  hell  of  the  battlefield. 

This  way  of  life  can  also  be  found  in 
other  branches  of  our  society.  The 
unorganized  farmers  of  America  are 
taking  it  on  the  chin  when  buying  as  well 
as  when  selling.  And  to  top  it  all  off,  the 
American  farmer  is  about  the  only 
essential  group  who  finds  his  work 
threatened  every  day  and  night  of  the 
year  by  elements  over  which  he  has  but 
little  control.  Then  comes  the  final 
stroke !  If  his  fields  do  not  produce  as  well 
as  those  of  a  neighbor,  who  may  have 
gotten  by  just  under  the  wire,  he  is 
ridiculed  by  those  administering  the 
present  farm  program. 

We  do  operate  under  a  two  level  system 
of  justice. 

Henry  Grawunder  Sr. 

Bellville,  Texas 

lam  proud  to  be 
a  United  Methodist 

1  am  a  United  Methodist,  and  I  think 
it’s  about  time  for  us  to  take  a  stand.  We 
are  probably  the  most  generous  and 
possibly  the  least  understood  people  in 
America. 

Methodist  people,  as  a  rule,  are  an 
intelligent,  well-behaved  and  responsible 
people.  Their  ministers  don’t  tell  them 
they  have  to  be  baptized  a  certain  way,  or 
receive  the  Holy  Spirit  in  a  certain  way, 
or  make  them  tithe  or  pay  a  certain 


civil  rights,  poverty,  education). 

Instead,  my  difficulty  has  arisen  from 
an  Inability  to  gain  any  clarification  that 
makes  sense  from  the  church  agencies 
regarding  their  guiding  principles  for 
distinguishing  between  moral  beliefs 
which  should  find  expression  in 
legislation  and  those  which  should  not.  It 
appears  that  the  distinction  between  such 
issues  as  those  cited  previously  as 
examples  has  been  so  self-evident  in  the 
minds  of  church  representatives  in 
recent  years  that  little  thought  has  been 
given  to  spelling  out  such  guiding  prin¬ 
ciples  for  the  rest  of  the  church. 

In  1967  James  Allen  Nash  conducted  a 
study  similar  to  mine.  Mr.  Nash  dealt 
with  the  “Christianization  of  society” 
issue  by  saying  that  in  religiously 
pluralistic  America,  there  appears  to  be 
a  fairly  common,  though  certainly  not 
universal  consensus  on  certain  moral 
values,  which  makes  possible  some 
common  action  based  on  diverse  foun¬ 
dations.  There  is  an  overlapping  moral 
awareness  concerning  such  values  as 
freedom,  justice,  order,  honesty,  in¬ 
tegrity,  discipline  and  compassion,  all  of 
which  presuppose  respect  for  personality 
and  imply  universal  moral  norms.  Moral 
transformation  in  politics,  according  to 
Mr.  Nash,  is  pursued  through  this  moral 
consensus.  One  question  Mr.  Nash’s 
explanation  raises,  though,  is  how  one 
determines  when  the  necessary  moral 
consensus  for  action  is  present.  Also, 
would  this  not  limit  seriously  a  church 
holding  moral  convictions  Shared  only  by 
a  minority  of  society. 

If  the  church  representatives  are  able 
to  analyze  moral  and  political  issues  on 
consistent  grounds,  it  appears  clear  that 
lay  people  and  much  of  the  clergy  have 
received  almost  no  help  in  doing  the 
same  thing. 

The  1971  “Prayer  Amendment”  vote  in 
the  U.S.  House  of  Representatives 
provides  a  good  example  of  this  gap 
between  denomination  executives  and 
“grassroots.”  This  amendment  was  one 
of  several  which  have  been  offered  in 
reaction  to  Supreme  Court  decisions 
against  prayer  in  public  schools. 
Thousands  of  church  people  saw  this  vote 


as  an  opportunity  for  them  to  make  their 
voices  heard  to  public  officials  on  behalf 
of  a  “Christian”  cause.  Had  not  their 
churches  been  encouraging  them  to 
become  more  involved  in  influencing 
public  issues? 

But  our  denominational  represen¬ 
tatives  found  themselves  working  to 
prevent  legislation  on  the  very  issue  that 
had  caused  many  of  their  lay  people  to 
work  out  of  “religious”  motivation  to 
pass  legislation! 

The  church  representatives  can 
criticize  the  arguments  made  by  these 
church  people,  but  the  representatives 
can  point  to  little  beyond  position 
statements  that  they  have  done  to  enable 
their  constituents  to  think  through  the 
“Prayer  Amendment”  issue. 

If  the  “Prayer  Amendment”  was  of 
sufficient  importance  to  merit  two 
months  of  sustained  attention  from 
almost  all  Washington  church  agencies 
with  public  affairs  responsibilities,  then 
it  would  seem  that  the  churches  should 
have  spent  more  time  educating  their 
people  prior  to  1971. 

That  such  an  extreme  gap  still  existed 
between  the  position  of  the  church 
representatives  and  that  of  so  many  lay 
people  eight  years  after  the  Supreme 
Court  prayer  decisions  testifies  to  a 
serious  weakness  in  the  churches’ 
ministry  of  public  affairs. 

Whether  or  not  our  moral  concerns 
should  find  expression  in  legislation  is  an 
extremely  crucial  issue  and  one  on  which 
all  of  us  in  the  churches  need  help. 
Denominational  agencies  with  public 
affairs  responsibility  need  to  help  their 
members  analyze  moral  and  political 
issues  in  such  a  way  as  to  distinguish 
between  narrow,  sectarian  concerns 
which  should  not  be  imposed  on  the 
society  at  large  and  those  moral  con¬ 
cerns  that  quite  properly  should  find 
expression  in  legislation. 

“Here  I  Stand ”  Is  a  forum  in  which 
TM/  UMR  readers  may  express  their 
concerns  and  opinions  about  the  church. 
This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev.  Lovett 
Hayes  Weems  Jr.,  is  pastor  of  the  UMC  in 
Raleigh,  Mississippi. 


On  the  TM/UMR  beat 


Can  one  person  make  a 
real  difference?  You  bet! 


Spurgeon  Dunnam 

How  often  have  you  used,  or  heard 
usec\,  the  words  “But  I’m  just  one  per¬ 
son,"  as  an  excuse  for  inaction? 

I  hear  them  pretty  often,  and  am 
bothered  by  it. 

In  a  world  populated  by  billions  of 
people,  it  IS  easy  to  feel  insignificant. 

In  a  society  dominated  by  govern¬ 
ment  and  huge  corporations  and 
conglomerates,  it  IS  easy  to  feel  that 
everything  is  determined  for  us  by 
someone  else. 

In  a  situation  where  individuals  are 
increasingly  reduced  to  computer 
numbers,  it  IS  easy  to  feel  that  it’s  im¬ 
possible  for  our  actions  to  make  any 
difference  on  the  ultimate  shape  of 
things. 

But  machines  don’t  make  decisions. 
Governments  don’t  make  decisions. 
Corporations  don’t  make  decisions. 
Decisions  are  made  by  individuals  who 
run  the  machines,  the  corporations  and 
the  governments.  Those  who  make  the 
decisions  are  individuals  like  us.  They 
are  influenced,  as  we  are,  by  many 
different  individual  persons  and  forces. 

Society  doesn’t  make  decisions. 
Society  is  made  up  of  all  its  individual 
parts.  Every  decision  and  every  action 
by  every  individual  in  society  helps  to 
determine  what  the  whole  of  society  is. 

As  in  the  biblical  parable  of  the  talents, 
all  individuals  are  not  given  the  same 
measure  of  power  to  influence  the 
decisions  of  others.  Some  of  us  have 
relatively  more  and  some  of  us  relatively 
less  influence  than  others.  But  as  also  in 
the  parable,  it’s  not  as  important  how 


amount,  or  tell  them  that  if  they  don’t .  much  influence  we  wield  as  how  faith- 
come  to  church  and  pay  regularly,  their  fully  we  wield  what ’we  have. 


names  will  be  removed  from  the  church 
.  roll.  In  fact,  our  ministers  are  so  busy 
they  depend  on  the  laymen  a  lot.  We  are 
proud  of  that,  because  it  is  our  church 
and  we  want  to  serve  God  through  it.  We 
can  sit  quietly  and  with  dignity  and  feel 
God’s  presence.  We  know  the  meaning  of 
“Be  still  and  know  that  I  am  God.” 

We  have  been  accused  of  having  “a 
form  of  godliness,”  by  people  who  do  not 
use  order.  But,  I  wonder  if  God  isn’t 
displeased  by  judgers? 

As  Methodists,  we  should  not  be 
bragging,  because  we  can  lose  our  ex¬ 
perience  by  being  proud  —  but  I,  for  one, 
am  happy  to  belong  to  a  church  founded 
on  a  method  of  doing  things. 

So,  come  on  all  you  United  Methodist 
people  and  thank  God  for  your  church. 
Remember  the  vows  you  made  at  the 
altar  —  and  be  good,  happy  Methodists! 

Louise  D.  Hayes 
Many,  Louisiana 

A  loud  ‘ Amen 9 

To  the  Editor: 

Thank  you  for  the  recent  article  on 
Watergate  written  by  Otto  Nall 
(TM/  UMR,  Oct.  11).  I  want  to  add  a  loud 
amen  to  his  idea  of  Watergate  being  a 
“macrocosm  of  our  puny  personal  sin¬ 
ning.”  In  all  the  clamoring  of  "off  with 
their  heads,”  we  are  completely 
overlooking  our  own  responsibility  in 
what  has  happened.  If  we  are  to  learn  a 
lesson  from  Watergate  —  and  we  must  — 
we  must  recognize  our  own  ac¬ 
countability.  „  .  _  _  ... 

Mansue  P.  Smith 
Lubbock,  Texas 


Several  individuals  come  to  mind  who, 


in  the  recent  past,  have  made  a 
significant  difference  on  a  grand  scale. 
Martin  Luther  King  Jr.,  Dag  Ham- 
marskijold,  Jonas  Salk,  Alexandr 
Solzhenitsyn,  Billy  Graham,  and  Ralph 
Nader  —  to  name  only  a  few  —  fall  into' 
this  categroy. 

Most  of  us  are  not  in  the  position  to 
alter  the  course  of  society  as  decisively 
as  have  these  persons.  On  the  other  hand, 
each  one  of  us  does  have  many  small 
opportunities  every  day  to  influence  the 
world’s  history  by  the  way  we  do  what  we 
do.  One  never  knows  when  something  he 
may  say  or  do  will  have  a  profound  in¬ 
fluence  on  the  life  of  another  person.  The 
way  we  raise  our  families  ...  the  way 
we  do  our  jobs  ...  the  way  we  structure 
our  social  life  ...  the  way  we  treat -a 
clerk  in  a  store  or  a  waitress  in  a 
restaurant ...  the  way  we  “do  our 
thing”  in  all  areas  of  life  does  make  a 
difference  —  both  to  God  and  to  those 
with  whom  we  come  in  contact. 

It’s  really  not  a  matter  of  whether  you 
or  I  can  make  a  difference  with  our  many 
little  opportunities  to  influence,  but  what 
kind  of  difference  we  will  choose  to  make 
on  the  course  of  the  world  with  the  in¬ 
fluence  we  have. 

When  your  allotted  time  on  earth  is 
completed,  will  there  be  a  little  more  or  a 
little  less  kindness  than  when  you 
arrived?  Will  the  world  be  a  little  more  or 
a  little  less  honest  as  a  result  of  your 
influence?  Will  the  world  have  ex¬ 
perienced  a  little  more  or  a  little  less  of 
the  Christian  faith  in  action  as  a  result  of 
your  stay? 

I  hope  that,  to  each  question,  you  and  l 
may  answer  “a  little  more!” 

-  SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  IH 


Bradenton 
I  Florida 

his -And  fdtorida,  fjoo! 

A  delightfully  beautiful  Retirement  Home  on  the  exotic  west  coast  of  Florida. 
It  /aces  west  over  blue  water  and  green  trees  with  red  and  yellow  blossoms  the 
year  'round.  And  it  faces  east  over  downtown  Bradenton  within  walking 
distance  to  churches,  library,  banks,  stores.  It’s  relaxing.  It's  secure.  It's  oc¬ 
cupied  by  people  much  like  yourself  who  will  make  you  feel  comfortably  at 
home  for  the  rest  of  your  life. 

ASBURY  TOWERS  is  designed  and  operated  for  gracious  living  with  modern 
accommodations  for  your  creature  contorts  including  health  care.  Come,  live 
with  us  and  check  your  responsibilities  at  the  curb  when  you  enter.  A  card, 
letter  or  phone  call  will  bring  you  a  color  brochure  and  complete  information. 

ASBURY  TOWERS,  1533  -  4th  Avenue  West,  Bradenton,  Florida  33505 
Odell  Glass,  Administrator  Phone:  813/  747-1881 

An  agency  of  the  Sarav*a  District  of  the  Florida  Conference  of  The  United  Methodist  Church,  but  non- 
sectarian  In  Its  benefits. 
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Judicial  Council  to  rule  on  board’s 
authority  to  aid  political  lobby 
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Calf  for  the  children 


WACO,  TX  —  Methodist  Home  youth  help  unload  a  shipment  of  36  calves  given  to 
the  Home  by  Stephen ville  area  cattlemen.  The  calves  had  been  destined  for 
slaughter  in  protest  of  high  feed  and  low  beef  prices  which  the  cattlemen  say  are 
forcing  them  out  of  business.  [See  related  story.] 


Children  given  calves 

Methodist  Home  gets  “doomed”  cattle 

By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 


By  BUD HERRON 
Staff  Writer 

NEW  ORLEANS  —  Does  a  board  or 
agency  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
have  the  authority  to  donate  money  to  a 
partisan  political  lobby  group  without  the 
consent  of  the  General  Conference? 

The  United  Methodist  Church’s 
Judicial  Council  —  which  serves  as  this 
denomination’s  “supreme  court”  —  will 
answer  that  sweeping  question  when  it 
meets  here  Nov.  7-10. 

On  one  side  of  the  question  stands  a 
resolution  from  United  Methodism’s 
Louisiana  Conference  with  a  specific 
objection  to  financial  support  ($1,000  in 


By  T.  OTTO  NALL 
Special  to  TM/  UMR 

“I  begin  every  day,”  according  to  John 
Schevenius,  of  troubled  Rhodesia,  “with 
the  assurance  that  methods  and  means 
may  change,  but  the  necessity  for 
reaching  out  to  those  in  need  will  never 
change.” 

This  idea  keeps  John  at  his  drawing 
boards  in  Salisbury,  sends  him  to  the 
shops  of  suppliers,  stirs  him  to  wait  on 
government  officials,  and  moves  him  to 
attend  innumerable  conferences  in 
Rhodesia  and  elsewhere. 

Not  long  ago  he  went  to  bed  from  the 
effects  of  toxoplasmosis,  a  blood  disease 
that  he  picked  up  in  Botsuwana.  He 
writes:  “It  is  very  debilitating  at  times, 
and  now  the  three-weeks’  treatment  is 
even  more  so.  At  last,  it  is  curable.” 

On  a  recent  trip  over  rough  roads  in  his 
four-wheel-drive  landrover,  his  first  stop 
was  a  village  about  200  miles  upcountry 
from  Salisbury.  He  and  his  son  Wesley,  a 
junior  student  of  civil  engineering  at  the 
University  of  Minnesota,  suggested 
several  corrections  in  the  church 
building,  if  it  was  to  survive  the  long 
years  expected.  Although  the  workmen 
were  willing,  supplies  were  hard  to  come 
by. 

The  next  stop  was  Mutambara,  where 
the  father-and-son  team  found  that  real 
progress  was  being  made  on  the  addition 
to  a  school.  They  inspected  a  new  water 
furrow,  because  safe,  usable  water  is  in 
short  supply. 

After  a  meeting  with  the  mission 
station  executive,  to  iron  out  main¬ 
tenance  problems,  they  went  on  to 
Sunnyside  Domestic  Science  School.  A 
new  dormitory  for  Junior  girls  was 
needed.  Classrooms  had  to  be  remodelled 
to  house  larger  and  better  classes,  but 
there  were  no  funds. 

On  to  Umtali,  a  thriving  business 
center  at  the  end  of  a  pioneer  railroad 
built  generations  ago,  at  the  cost  of  many 
lives.  John  had  to  see  suppliers  of 
materials  needed  for  the  new  junior 
college  at  Old  Umtali.  (Thirty  students 
had  come  for  the  first  session.)  He  in¬ 
spected  the  work  on  the  new  hospital 
kitchen,  and  he  helped  plan  for  the  major 
equipment  in  the  dining-hall. 

The  last  stop  for  the  busy  day  was 
Nyakatsapa,  where  John  and  Wesley 
made  a  tough  climb  up  the  mountain  to 
the  stream  intake  for  the  present  water 
supply.  The  engineers,  father  and  son, 
inspected  the  piping  and  surveyed  in 
anticipation  of  possible  well-drilling.  The 
verdict  was  that  the  intake  was  all  right, 
but  the  pipes  too  small  even  for  present 
needs.  A  plan  for  purifying  the  water 
must  be  made  as  soon  as  possible. 

The  worst  sickness  due  to  impure 
water  is  bilharzia,  carried  by  tiny  snails 
that  are  almost  invisible  in  the  clear, 
sparkling  water  of  lakes  and  streams. 
Drinking,  even  washing,  can  cause 
cirrhosis  of  the  liver,  frequently  fatal. 
When  school  students  and  their  parents 
are  warned  to  boil  drinking  water,  they 
cannot  understand,  for  the  water  looks 
dean. 


Special  to  TM/  UMR 

ST.  LOUIS  —  United  Methodist  Mar¬ 
garet  Sonnenday  is  the  newly-elected 
president  of  Church  Women  United 
(CWU),  the  church’s  major  ecumenical 
women’s  organization. 

;  Mrs.  Sonnenday, 
d  member  of  Grace 
UMC  here  was 
fleeted  to  a  three- 
year  term  during 
CWU’s  triennial 
Assembly  October 
io-13  in  Memphis, 

Jenn. 

;  She  had  previ¬ 
ously  served  as  na¬ 
tional  vice-presi¬ 
dent  and  as  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Missouri 
CWU  unit. 

She  succeeds  Mrs.  Carrie  Collins 
Harvey,  of  Jackson,  Miss.,  also  a  United 
Methodist,  who  was  the  first  black 
woman,  the  first  Southern  woman  and 
tbe  first  financier  to  head  the  ecumenical 
group  of  Protestant,  Catholic  and  Ortho¬ 
dox  women. 

Mrs.  Sonnenday,  a  lifelong  Methodist, 
told  TM/  UMR  she  will  continue  to 
pursue  the  goals  which  led  her  to  Church 
Women  United  20  years  ago:  “helping 
Women  touch  the  lives  of  other  women, 
Whatever  their  faith.” 

.  She  said  she  has  always  found  her  most 


1973)  being  given  by  the  church’s  Board 
of  Church  and  Society  to  the  Health 
Security  Action  Council  (HSAC),  a 
political  lobby  group  formed  to  promote 
passage  of  the  Health  Security  Act  by 
Congress. 

On  the  other  side  of  the  question  stand 
officials  of  the  Board  of  Church  and 
Society.  They  claim  agencies  of  the 
church  have  always  given  money  to 
groups  which  actively  support  legislation 
that  individual  agencies  judge  favored  in 
principle  by  church  doctrine.  These 
officials  say  that  if  they  are  not  allowed 
to  put  such  principles  into  action  through 
board  decisions,  their  effectiveness 


It  hardly  makes  sense  when  the  caution 
comes:  “You  must  not  go  into  the  river 
again.  If  you  do,  it  may  mean  your 
death.”  They  answer:  “The  river  has 
been  our  life  -  how  could  we  possibly  get 
along  without  it?” 

With  Jean  and  Wesley  at  school  in  the 
United  States,  Ruth  and  John  Schevenius 
still  have  Ann,  David  and  Libby  at  home 
in  Salisbury.  They  have  their  church 
membership  in  the  Harare  African 
Township  Methodist  church.  The 
children  seem  more  at  home  in  Africa 
than  in  the  United  States  for  they  love  the 
people  —  problems  and  all. 

Soon  after  the  family  came  to 
Rhodesia,  John  had  a  chance  to  practice 
his  engineering  skills  and  training  and 
Ruth  to  use  insights  and  skills  she 
learned  growing  up  in  a  missionary 
family  in  India.  In  1964,  they  moved  from 
Nyadiri,  where  John  had  been  building 
and  maintenance  engineer  for  the 
mission  and  hospital,  to  Mrewa,  with  its 
building  program  for  dormitories,  staff 
houses,  library  and  auditorium.  Besides, 
John  was  principal  of  the  secondary 
school. 

As  he  took  over  he  said:  “While  we  do 
not  feel  our  school  is  a  Bible  school  as 
such,  and  we  do  wish  to  maintain  high 
academic  standards,  we  also  desire  to 
introduce  our  students  to  Christ,  and  to 
bring  them  to  a  personal  knowledge  of 
him. 

“We  attempt  to  do  this  by  placing 
emphasis  on  the  religious  instruction 
periods,  which  are  a  regular  part  of  the 
British  educational  system,  through 
Sunday  school  classes  and  youth 
programs,  class  meetings  and  church, 
morning  and  evening.  We  do  our  best  to 
employ  those  teachers  who  are  con¬ 
cerned  with  the  spiritual  life  of  their 
students  and  have  academic  ability  and 
teaching  competence.” 

Before  they  moved  from  Mrewa  to 
Salisbury,  to  have  charge  of  building 
operations  throughout  the  country,  John 
advised  on  the  building  of  village  schools, 
churches,  dwellings  and  a  brick  factory. 
He  even  built  a  roof-top  water  heater 
heated  by  the  sun’s  rays. 

Of  course,  the  Scheveniuses  are  alert  to 
the  struggles  going  on  in  Rhodesia. 
“There  are  new  pressures  being  brought 
to  bear  on  us,  and  on  the  church,  by  the 
changing  circumstances,  that  make  it 
necessary  for  us  to  re-appraise  our  role 
as  missionaries.  We  must  constantly  look 
to  the  Lord  for  guidance  and  see  whether 
our  expertise  is  what  the  church  now 
needs  most,  and  in  what  ways,  not  yet 
fully  explored,  we  can  best  help.” 

While  the  missionaries  have  not  been 
harassed  in  the  trouble  along  the  border, 
John  points  out  that  “the  ambush  and  the 
landmine  are  no  respectors  of  persons. 
Some  mission  centers  of  other  churches 
along  the  Zambesi  have  had  to  be  closed, 
but  while  some  of  ours  lie  along 
dangerous  roads,  our  work  must  go  on. 
One  of  our  missionary  nurses  did  heroic 
work  in  a  very  delicate  area  during  the 
cholera  epidemic.” 

The  conversations  between  Prime 


meaningful  relationships  in  ecumenical 
settings.  CWU,  now  a  movement  of 
Orthodox,  Roman  Catholic  and 
Protestant  women,  is  open  to  all  women 
who  commit  themselves  to  its  purpose. 

“We  need  to  concern  obrselves  with  the 
whole  woman  in  the  whole  society,”  she 
said,  “first,  by  helping  her  deepen  her 
faith,  then  by  helping  her  find  ways  to 
release  her  potential  for  service.” 

Mrs.  Sonnenday  said  she  will  con¬ 
centrate  on  strengthening  local  CWU 
units  around  the  country.  “We  need 
national  structure,  but  local  movements 
must  make  the  difference.” 

Women  in  prison,  women  in  poverty, 
and  peace  and  justice  for  oppressed 
nations  will  continue  to  be  priority 
concerns  in  the  next  CWU  triennium,  she 
said. 

In  1964,  Mrs.  Sonnenday  served  in  the 
women’s  division  of  the  Methodist  Board 
of  Missions.  She  had  worked  briefly  in 
her  local  church’s  Women’s  Society  of 
Christian  Service  in  the  early  1950’s,  she 
recalls,  but  soon  became  involved  in 
CWU  inter-racial  efforts  and  has 
remained  an  active  participant  ever 
since. 

The  wife  of  J.  William  Sonnenday,  she 
is  the  mother  of  three  and  grandmother 
of  four.  She  serves  also  as  a  member  of 
the  board  of  trustees  of  Saint  Paul  School 
of  Theology,  the  United  Methodist 
seminary  in  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


would  be  crippled  by  the  slow  process  of 
gaining  special  approval  for  each  action 
by  the  General  Conference. 

The  issue  comes  before  the  Judicial 
Council  through  action  by  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference  as  a  culmination  of  a 
15-month-long  campaign  by  Dr.  J.  Robert 
Kemmerly.  The  Louisiana  physician 
raised  strong  objections  to  membership 
of  United  Methodist  agencies  in  the 
HSAC.  The  United  Methodist  layman  had 
noted  in  an  article  in  a  publication  of  the 
American  Medical  Association  that  the 
HSAC  lists  among  its  members  the  Board 
of  Church  and  Society,  the  Women’s 
Division  of  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries 


Minister  Ian  Smith  and  Bishop  Abel 
Musorewa  are  followed  closely.  The 
Scheveniuses  comment:  “We  thank  God 
for  a  man  who,  like  John  Wesley,  is  able 
to  exercise  concern  both  for  the  spiritual 
and  the  social  needs  around  him.” 

(T.  Otto  Nall  is  a  former  editor  of  “The 
Christian  Advocate,"  and  a  retired, 
United  Methodist  bishop  who  contributes 
regularly  to  TM-UMR.) 


Wesley  Schevenius  adjusts  Nyadiri 
water  pump. 


General  Conference  plans  made 

CHICAGO  (UMC)  —  Several  program 
features  for  the  1976  United  Methodist 
General  Conference  were  approved  here 
October  16,  and  a  committee  was  named 
to  visit  five  possible  sites  for  future 
sessions  of  the  denomination’s  top  law¬ 
making  body. 

Representatives  of  the  Commission  on 
the  General  Conference,  the  chief 
planning  body  for  the  world-wide 
meetingts,  will  visit  Boston,  Mass., 
Niagara  Falls,  N.  Y.,  Philadelphia,  Pa., 
Indianapolis,  Ind.,  and  Baltimore,  Md., 
to  evaluate  hotels,  auditoriums  and  other 
facilities. 

All  the  cities  except  Baltimore  have 
extended  invitations  for  the  1980  sessions. 
Baltimore  has  indicated  an  interest  in  the 
1984  meeting  because  of  the  200th  an¬ 
niversary  that  year  of  the  Christmas 
Conference  which  formally  launched 
Methodism  in  this  country. 

In  planning  for  the  1976  sessions  in 
Portland,  Ore.,  the  commission  fixed 
3:30  p.m.,  April  27  as  the  official  opening 
hour.  Final  adjournment  is  expected  no 
later  than  May  8. 

COCU  to  hear  proposal  on 
‘membership  recognition’ 

PHILADELPHIA,  Pa.  —  A  proposal 
calling  for  mutual  recognition  of 
membership  among  the  churches  in  the 
Consultation  on  Church  Union  will  be 
presented  to  the  Consultation's  Plenary 
session  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  November 
3-8. 

If  approved  at  the  Plenary,  the 
declaration  will  be  recommended  to 
COCU  communions  for  their  affirmation. 

The  document  does  not  call  for  com¬ 
mon  membership  —  that  is,  it  does  not 
suggest  that  membership  in  one  of  the 
denominations  means  membership  in 
any  or  all  the  others.  Rather,  it  describes 
mutual  recognition  as  “a  fundamental 
implication  of  the  theological  consensus 
emerging  among  us  through  ‘A  Plan  of 
Union,’  and  as  a  compelling  step  toward 
living  our  way  into  a  Church  of  Christ 
Uniting.” 

NCC  replaces  three  men 
in  controversy  aftermath 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  The  National 
Council  of  Churches  has  employed  three 
men  who,  to  degrees,  replace  top 
executives  whose  “termination”  caused 
a  controversy  earlier  this  year  for  the 
federation  of  31  Protestant  and  Orthodox 
Churches. 

Elected  by  the  Council’s  Executive 
Committee  here  were  the  Rev.  Bartland 
H.  Helmich,  associate  general  secretary  ; 
Ellsworth  G.  Stanton  III,  assistant 
general  secretary  for  personnel  and 
services,  and  J.  Warren  Day,  executive 


and  the  United  Methodist  Church  as  a 
whole. 

On  the  basis  of  this,  Dr.  Kemmerly 
wrote  a  letter  in  August  1973  to  Dr. 
Grover  Bagby,  associate  general 
secretary  for  the  Division  of  General 
Welfare,  Board  of  Church  and  Society, 
asking  for  more  information. 

Dr.  Bagby  replied  in  a  letter  that  the 
Board  of  Church  and  Society  is  a  member 
of  HSAC  and  that  he  personally  “exer¬ 
cised  the  authority”  to  relate  the  Board 
to  the  lobby  group.  He  said  the  basis  of 
his  authority  to  do  so  comes  from  a 
General  Conference  resolution  entitled 
“Health  Care”  in  which  the  church 
supports  the  formation  of  “a  universal 
program  to  provide  all  basic  and 
necessary  health  care  services”  with 
costs  “shared  by  employers,  individuals 
and  general  revenue  funds.” 

Dr.  Bagby  said  it  is  his  opinion  and  the 
opinion  of  Bishop  James  Armstrong,  who 
serves  as  president  of  the  board,  that  the 
Health  Security  Act  comes  closest  of  all 
health  acts  before  Congress  to  meet  the 
criteria  set  by  the  resolution. 

Dr.  Bagby  said  such  support  of  a 
political  lobby  group  has  many 
precedents  in  church  history  and  cited 
specific  examples  as  support  given  to  the 
civil  rights  acts  of  the  early  60’s  and 
prohibition  acts  against  alcohol  in  the 
1920’s. 

Dr.  Kemmerly,  and  others  in  Louisiana 
who  have  supported  him,  claim  that  such 
funds  cannot  be  given  to  lobby  groups 
without  the  “specific”  approval  of  the 
General  Conference.  He  says  that  in¬ 
dividuals  and  boards  have  no  right  to 
affix  the  name  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  to  political  legislation  not 
specifically  endorsed  by  the  church’s 
official  legislative  body. 

During  the  1974  meeting  of  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference,  Dr. 
Kemmerly  was  able  to  promote  passage 
of  a  resolution  asking  for  a  declaratory 
decision  from  the  Judicial  Council  on  the 
whole  question. 

“It’s  a  part  of  the  whole  problem  of 
accountability,”  Dr.  Kemmerly  recently 
told  TM/  UMR.  “Our  boards  and 
agencies  have  to  be  accountable  to  the 
people  of  the  church.  They  can’t  go  off  by 
themselves  and  follow  their  consciences 
with  our  money.  I  am  all  for  every  United 
Methodist  supporting  whatever  he 
believes  in  as  an  individual,  but  I’ll  be 
hanged  if  I  want  them  to  do  it  with  my 
money.” 

The  issue  is  scheduled  to  come  before 
the  Judicial  Council  during  its  first  day  of 
meetings. 


director  of  the  department  of  news  and 
information. 

Partly  because  the  previously 
dismissed  men  were  all  over  60  years  of 
age  and  had  nearly  100  years  of  combined 
service  to  the  Council  and  partly  because 
of  the  way  the  matter  was  handled,  the 
terminations  caused  considerable  public 
controversy. 

Pikeville  strike 
ends  but  some 
issues  unsettled 

PIKEVILLE,  Ky.  (RNS)  -  A  28-month 
old  strike  by  non-professional  workers  at 
Methodist  Hospital  here  has  ended  but 
efforts  to  win  union  recognition  —  a 
major  issue  in  the  strike  —  continue. 

The  Communications  Workers  of 
America  (CWA),  the  union  representing 
the  strikers,  will  develop  its  new  strategy 
under  new  federal  legislation  that  brings 
employees  of  non-profit  hospitals  under 
the  National  Labor  Relations  Act. 

Begun  on  June  10,  1972,  the  Pikeville 
strike  caused  intense  controversy  within 
the  United  Methodist  Church.  One 
question  was  whether  (and  how)  a 
denomination  should  require  the  hospital 
to  abide  by  official  Social  Principles 
which  strongly  endorse  collective 
bargaining. 

The  Church’s  Council  of  Bishops, 
national  program  agencies,  regional 
organizations  and  local  units  were  em¬ 
broiled  in  the  Pikeville  problem. 

After  pickets  were  withdrawn,  30 
strikers  applied  for  reinstatement  in 
their  jobs  at  the  hospital,  a  leased  facility 
responsible  to  the  Kentucky  United 
Methodist  Conference.  They  were  told  by 
hospital  administrators  there  were  no 
openings  but  were  given  application 
forms. 

Disagreements  over  whether  strikers 
are  entitled  to  their  jobs  and  are  still 
hospital  employees  are  among  the  dif¬ 
ficulties  to  be  settled. 

Pikeville  Hospital  has  never 
recognized  the  strike.  The  employees 
who  walked  out  in  1972  were,  in  effect, 
fired  and  replaced. 

Until  Congress  brought  non-profit 
hospitals  under  the  collective  bargaining 
provisions  of  the  law,  the  union  had  little 
legal  leverage  in  contending  with  the 
hospital  which  refused  to  recognize  CWA 
as  a  representative  of  non-professionals. 

The  new  law  was  not  retroactive  and, 
therefore,  could  not  be  applied  to  the 
Pikeville  strike.  The  union  had  little 
choice  but  to  end  the  job  action  and  start 
afresh,  under  the  new  provisions,  to  win 
recognition. 

An  election  on  union  representation 
can  be  called  if  30  per  cent  of  the  workers 
agree;  51  per  cent  is  needed  to  win  a 
union  vote. 


WACO,  TX  —  Thirty-six  calves,  spared 
a  mass  slaughter  planned  by  Texas 
cattlemen  to  protest  their  economic 
plight,  were  donated  instead  to  The 
Methodist  (children’s)  Home  here 
Sunday,  Oct.  13. 

But  the  cattlemen  have  no  further 
plans  for  charitable  donations,  despite  an 
avalanche  of  mail  and  phone  requests 
which  poured  in  as  word  of  the  Waco 
delivery  spread,  according  to  James 
Traweek,  president  of  the  Cross  Timbers 
Milk  and  Beef  Producers  Association  in 
Stephenville,  Tx. 

“We  aren’t  in  the  business  of  giving 
cattle  away,”  Mr.  Traweek  told 
TM/  UMR.  “The  calves  donated  to  the 
Home  were  a  token  goodwill  gesture,  to 
draw  attention  to  our  desperate 
situation.” 

Token  or  not,  the  United  Methodist 
pastor  who  arranged  the  donation 
believes  that  the  gesture  helped 
dramatize  the  need  for  negotiations  now 
going  on  between  cattlemen  and  top 
Washington  officials. 

The  Rev.  Ira  M.  Thompson,  Jr.,  pastor 
of  Dallas’  Christ  United  Methodist 
Church,  called  the  donation  ‘‘a 
significant  gesture  by  an  unofficial  group 
of  dairymen  who  agreed  on  this  as  a 
better  way  to  protest.” 

Beef  and  dairy  producers  across  the 
state  had  previously  announced  plans  to 
kill  1,000  cattle  to  protest  rising  feed 
grain  costs  and  the  depressed  market 
price  of  beef  and  dairy  products. 

The  kill  was  cancelled,  according  to 
one  source,  when  the  U.  S.  Department  of 
Agriculture  refused  to  meet  with  cat¬ 
tlemen  and  dairymen  unless  the 
slaughter  was  called  off. 

Mr.  Traweek  said  his  group  isn't  even 
trying  to  respond  to  the  countless  appeals 
for  donations,  which  included  a  telegram 
from  Missouri  Area  Bishop  Robert  E 
Goodrich  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church. 


Wiring  on  behalf  of  the  Missouri  East 
Conference,  Bishop  Goodrich  asked  the 
cattlemen  to  give  the  1,000  calves  to  the 
Conference,  so  that  “we  might  see  that 
these  cattle  are  transported,  maintained 
and  distributed  to  those  who  are  hungry 
in  the  United  States  and  the  Western 
Hemisphere.” 

Mr.  Thompson  said  he  does  not  an¬ 
ticipate  further  donations,  but  was 
pleased  that  some  dairymen  chose  this 
way  “to  yell  with  a  soft  voice.” 

His  congregation  collected  a  special 
offering  Oct.  13,  he  said,  to  provide 
transportation  costs  and  a  driver  to  take 
the  calves  to  the  children’s  home. 

“These  people  are  not  fiends,”  he  said. 
“They  did  not  want  to  kill  their  calves, 
but  if  it  took  bad  publicity  to  draw  at¬ 
tention  to  their  circumstances,  they  were 
willing  to  face  the  consequences.” 

Rev.  King  says 
he  isn  V  bitter 

DEROIT  (RNS)  —  The  Rev.  Martin 
Luther  King,  Sr.  feels  no  bitterness 
towards  those  who  killed  his  wife  and 
son.  Instead  he  preaches  love. 

Addressing  delegates  to  the  American 
Lutheran  Church  (ALC),  Dr.  King  said, 
“I’m  not  bitter  and  carry  no  ill  will  in  my 
heart  against  any  man,  no  matter  how  he 
treats  me. 

“I  do  not  hate  the  man  (James  Earl 
Ray)  seeking  a  new  trial  in  Tennessee 
who  supposedly  took  the  life  of  my  dear 
son.  I  don’t  hate  the  man  (Wayne 
Chenault)  who  came  by  —  to  get  me  and 
took  the  life  of  my  wife. 

“I’ve  got  a  job  to  do  —  going  on  being 
everyman’s  brother  no  matter  what  his 
color  or  beliefs.  I  love  you,  everyone  of 
you  and  I  hope  you  love  me." 

Regarding  the  racial  strife  in  Boston, 
Mr.  King  said,  “It’s  very  frightening  to 
think  that  a  city  that  I  have  always 
thought  had  such  a  sense  of  oneness  has 
such  racial  tension.  The  only  way  out  is 
love.” 
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Wesley:  Scholars  agree  on  his  importance  to  the  church 


Hike for  the  hungry 

BALTIMORE  —  What  may  look  like  an  afternoon  stroll  is  really  a  “Walk  for  the 
Hungry.”  And  Mrs.  Myrtle  Stewart,  93  years  old  in  December,  makes  the  two  mile 
hike  with  the  Rev.  Perry  Miller,  her  pastor  at  Wilson  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church  here.  The  purpose  of  the  walk  on  World  Wide  Communion  Sunday.  October  6, 
according  to  the  sponsoring  organization  Christian  Rural  Overseas  Program 
'  CROP ],  was  to  focus  attention  “on  the  thousands  of  hungry  people  who  walk  every 
searching  for  f  xkI  and  shelter  and  of  the  15.000  who  die  daily  because  they 
cannot  und  it."  Mr.  Miller  asked  Mrs.  Stewart  if  she  could  walk  just  one  mile.  “Oh, 
at  least,  probably  further,"  she  replied.  She  so  enjoyed  the  walk  for  the  hungry  that 
she  plans  to  be  part  of  another  one.  October  27.  Photo  Courtesy  UMR  Baltimore  Conference 


By  ANDERS  R.  LUNT 
Special  To  TM/  UMR 
MADISON,  N.J.  —  Would  John  Wesley 
recognize  you  people  today  as 
Methodists? 

This  question,  once  posed  by  Mahatma 
Gandhi  to  a  group  of  missionaries, 
surfaced  again  recently  and  the  answer 
was  "probably  not.”  The  occasion  was  a 
meeting  of  theologians  on  the  campus  of 
Drew  University  to  celebrate  the 
beginning  of  publication  of  the  33  volume 
Oxford  edition  of  John  Wesley’s  works. 

Wesley  scholars  from  a  variety  of 
denominations  and  several  continents 
agreed  that  Wesley  was  not  only  the 
founder  of  Methodism,  but  a  major  figure 
in  Christian  tradition,  even  to  the  point  of 
setting  the  stage  for  much  of  today’s 
ecumenical  movement. 

Keynote  speaker  Dr.  Albert  C.  Outler 
called  Wesley  “the  most  important 
Anglican  theologian  of  the  18th  century 
because  of  his  answer  to  the  age  old 
question  of  the  nature  of  the  Christian 
life.”  No  one  disagreed. 

Dr.  Outler,  who  retired  last  spring 
from  teaching  at  Perkins  School  of 
Theology  in  Dallas  to  devote  full  time  to 
Wesley  research,  saw  this  convergence 
of  opinion  as  one  of  the  most  significant 
aspects  of  the  consultation.  “As  recently 
as  six  years  ago."  he  related,  “it  couldn’t 
have  happened.  Ten  years  ago  a  similar 
meeting  would  have  resulted  in  con¬ 
fusion.” 

Professor  Outler  has  been  widely 
credited  with  sparking  the  revival  of 
interest  in  Wesley’s  theology  over  the 
past  decade.  He  has  characterized 
Wesley  as  a  "folk  theologian,  a  mass 
evangelist  and  small  group  therapist 
whose  theme  was  faith,  working  by  love, 
leading  to  holiness.” 

United  Methodist  Bishop  James  K. 
Mathews  of  the  Washington,  D.C.  area, 
preferred  to  call  Wseley  a  “practical 
churchman,”  noting  his  equal  com- 


Gatlinburg  ‘reaches  out’ 

Local  church  reacts  as  fair 
brings  world  to  its  doorstep 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Staff  Writer 

GATLINBURG,  Tn.  —  Take  one  small 
town  of  2,500  persons,  add  28,000  visitors 
and  what  do  you  have?  Anyone  who  has 
ever  visited  this  small  tourist  haven  at 
the  edge  of  Tennessee’s  ‘‘Smokey 
Mountains”  would  probably  answer 
traffic  jam.” 

For  Gatlinburg’s  First  United  At  first  it  was  a  radical  idea  for  the 
Methodist  Church,  however,  the  answer  United  Methodist  churchpersons,  who 
during  the  second  week  of  October  was  are  also  townspersons  and  carry  the  load 
“a  chance  for  evangelism.”  for  civic  responsibility  for  the  fair  as  well 

The  event  was  “The  Craftsmen’s  as  a  responsibility  to  the  church.  “There 
Fair.”  a  week-long  festival  which  for  the  is  no  way  we  can  get  anything  done 
past  20  years  has  attracted  mountain  outside  of  running  the  fair  that  week,” 
people  and  their  crafts  and  tourists  with  some  grumbled.  Yet  plans  went  on. 
their  wallets  from  all  over  the  country.  "Jesus  the  Master  Craftsman”  was 


Traditionally,  everything  in  Gatlinburg 
stops  each  year  and  takes  a  back  seat  to 
the  fair.  As  one  United  Methodist  layman 
put  it,  “There’s  not  much  time  for 
anything  else  but  the  fair  that  week.” 
This  year  things  were  different. 
Members  of  the  local  United  Methodist 
church  determined  that  “with  the  world 
a  coming  to  our  doorstep  we  aren’t  going  to 
spend  another  year  in  silence.’ 
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DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION 
wanted  beginning  January  1,  1975.  Church 
membership  is  1.400.  Join  two  ministers  in 
team  ministry  of  total  program.  UMC  of  Los 

Altos,  Drawer  O,  Los  Altos.  Cal.  94022. 

COLLEGE  GRADUATE  SEEKS  position  In 
the  Houston  area,  preferably  working  with 
young  people  (no  youth  director).  B.  A.. 
Sociology.  Contact:  Mrs.  Barnes  (22  years 
old).  (71 3 >-456-2576. 

MINISTERS:  CONTINUING  EDUCATION. 

Join  Methodists  expanding  Intellectual 
horizons  through  directed  external  studies. 
Graduate  programs  based  on  traditional 
standards  available  to  disciplined  students 

REFORMATION  HERITAGE  TOUR  to 
England.  France.  Germany.  Netherlands  with 
Bishop  and  Mrs  McFerrln  Stowe.  Nine  days 

l  everywhere.  Brochure:  The  Geneva 

Theological  College  in  Indiana.  Box  8153. 
Merrillville,  Ind.  46410. 

brochure:  Bob  Sanders,  Box  793,  Winters, 
Texas  79567.  (915)-754-5213. 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR  sought  for  United 
Methodist  community  center  and  small 

COME  TO  SUNNY  FLORIDA:  Buy  or  rent 
lovely  furnished  home  In  Largo.  William 
Blanding.  1330-I3th  Ave.  N.,  SL  Petersburg 

33705.  (813>-6 22-45 70. 

experience  required,  fluency  In  Spanish 
language  desirable.  Apply:  Kenton  Clymer. 

906  McKelllgon  Dr.,  El  Paso.  Texas  79902. 

DIRECTOR  NEEDED  for  Chancel  Choir. 
Student  applications  Invited.  Brandon  Avenue 
United  Methodist  Church.  Dallas.  Phone  (214)- 
337-4300  or  339-9778. 

PREGNANT?  UNMARRIED?  Give  your  baby 
a  home  and  a  chance  at  life!  The  Methodist 
Mission  Home  In  San  Antonio  offers  a  com¬ 
plete.  confidential  service  on  your  proolems. 

Good  living  situation,  warm  acceptance,  best 
medical  care,  expert  counseling  and  con- 

HAVE  YOU  RECEIVED  your  copy  of  "A 
Methodist  Is.  .  ."  the  new  book  of  100  1 

tlnulng  high  school  education.  Call  or  write: 

Rev.  Harold  Burk  hard  t.  6487  Whitby  Rd.,  San 
Antonio.  Texas  78240.  Phone  (512)  696-2410. 

Still  only  $1.50  from  Cokesbury. 

HOMEPARENTS  NEEDED  for  child  care. 

m  UNIQUE  OPPORTUNITY.  A  successful 
retired  salesman  or  minister  to  represent  one 
of  America's  fastest  growing  religious  radio 
programs  In  your  area.  ExcepUonalty  good 
Income  potential.  If  Interested,  write, 
Methodist  Hour,  Box  77.  Orlando,  Florida 
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couples  with  no  dependents.  In  addition  to 
salary,  we  provide  meals,  laundry  service, 
living  quarters  while  on  duty,  sick  leave;  also 
insurance  and  retirement  programs  are 
available.  Applicants  must  be  non-smokers, 
non-drinkers,  high  school  graduate,  preferably 
with  college  training.  These  positions  can 
provide  very  rewarding  experiences.  Please 

FOR  SALE:  Arkansas  Organ  Co.  pipe  organ. 

contact  the  personnel  Department.  Methodist 

Home.  1111  Herrin*  Ave..  Waco.  Texas  76708. 

Church.  P.O.  Box  129.  Jasper.  Texas  7S95L 

FOR  SALE:  50  pews,  15'  long,  with  pads.  First 

NEW.  LARGE  SCRIPTURE  GREETING 

Methodist.  Box  527,  Hereford.  Texas  79045. 

(806  )  364-0770.  , 

gift.  Free  catalog.  Send  $2.00.  Olive  Tree.  Box  j 

SO.  Dept.  TM.  Brookevllle.  Md.  20729. 

HOLY  LAND  TOUR:  10  days.  $889.00  round- 
trip.  N.Y.  February  11,  1975.  Rev.  William 

FIRST  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  of  Tulla 
has  20  pews  In  excellent  condition  It  would  like 
to  sell  Immediately.  There  are  20  oak  pews.  14' 

La  Porte.  Texas  77571.  Write  for  free 
brochures. 

In  length,  medium-dark  stained,  straight  with 
moulded  shape  for  comfortable  seating.  Sale 
price:  $11X10.  Contact:  Pastor  Murray  Travis  [ 

at  (806) -995-2141  or  995-2761  or  church  trustee  [ 

George  James  at  (806) -99 5- 3236  or  995-3866. 

LOOKING  FOR:  Full-time  director  of 
Education,  with  training  In  music.  Salary 
open.  Contact:  Rev.  Roy  A.  Flske,  First  United 
Methodist  Church.  Box  253.  Zephyrhllls.  Fla. 

33599.  (812)-782-2582. 

Director  responsibilities,  some  music,  needed 
by  challenging,  growing  church  of  1,000 
members  In  beautiful  West  Palm  Beach. 
Florida.  Contact:  the  Rev.  William  S.  Echols. 

Pastor.  4401  Garden  Ave..  West  Palm  Beach. 

Fla.  33405.  (305) -655-3075.  Competitive  salary 
depending  on  ablltly.  education  and  ex¬ 
perience. 

FUND  RAISING  •  Selling  Calpwcu  Shelled 

Pecans  may  be  just  the  fund  raising  project  for 
your  Church  Circle.  WS.C.S.,  or  Sunday 

School  Class.  For  full  Information  without 
obligation  writ*  today:  Calhoun  Pecan  Co.. 

Dept.  TM.  P.O.  Box  632.  Florence.  South 
Carolina  29501. 

developed  as  the  theme  for  the 
evangelistic  outreach.  Activities  were 
planned  around  traditional  forms  of 
evangelism  through  worship  services, 
but  with  a  flare  which  seemed  to  build  as 
the  events  took  shape. 

Regular  nightly  services  at  the  church 
were  coupled  with  afternoon  services  in 
an  open  air  theater  in  the  middle  of  town. 
Persons  coming  to  and  from  the  fair  had 
to  pass  the  open  air  theater  where  90- 
minutes  of  singing,  special  music  and 
preaching  went  on  each  afternoon. 
Persons  attending  were  encouraged  to 
drift  in  and  out  as  they  pleased  and  take 
part  in  as  much  or  as  little  of  the  worship 
as  they  desired. 

An  exclusive  restaurant  in  a  planned 
unit  development  near  Gatlinburg  known 
as  Cobbly  Knobb  was  used  one  morning 
for  another  worship  service.  The  entire 
dining  facility  was  turned  into  a  church 
building  for  a  one-hour  service  followed 
by  a  fellowship  meal. 

Evening  services  at  the  church  at¬ 
tracted  between  200  and  300  persons  each 
night,  with  persons  attending  from  30 
different  states. 

The  Rev.  Windy  Carico,  pastor  of  First 
Church,  said  not  everything  went  per¬ 
fectly  but  “it  was  a  start  on  something  we 
should  have  been  doing  all  along.”  He 
said  he  hopes  the  event  will  be  the  first  of 
many  similar  outreaches  by  the  church. 

"The  important  thing  is  that  we  did 
something,”  Mr.  Carico  said.  “It’s  so 
much  easier  to  work  for  evangelism  in  a 
foreign  country  or  some  other  place 
except  your  hometown.” 

Mr.  Carico  said  he  believes  the 
outreach  was  successful  in  terms  of 
persons  reached  with  the  church’s 
"message  for  Christ,”  but  that  it  was 
even  more  important  that  the  church- 
people  did  not  sit  silently  while  the  world 
milled  through  the  streets  of  Gatlinburg. 


mitment  to  “personal  involvement  in  the 
salvation  of  all  men  and  social  respon¬ 
sibility  through  witness,  prayer  and 
service.” 

Roman  Catholic  priest  Fr.  Michael 
Hurley,  director  of  the  Irish  Ecumenical 
Institute,  saw  Wesley  as  devoted  not  only 
to  men’s  spiritual  welfare,  but  to  their 
physical,  emotional  and  economic 
welfare  as  well.  Professor  Gordon  Rupp, 
of  Cambridge  University,  stressed 
Wesley’s  reliance  upon  the  "inward 
witness"  to  support  his  outward,  social 
witness. 

Lutheran  scholar  Martin  Schmidt,  of 
Heidelberg  University,  pointed  to 
Wesley’s  theology  as  “not  an  over- 
structure,  but  a  true  reflection  of  his 
experience." 

Wesley’s  greatest  contribution 

All  agreed  with  Dr.  Outler  that 
Wesley’s  greatest  contribution  was  his 
ability  to  put  “faith  alone  and  holy  living 
together  instead  of  in  polarization.” 

For  Wesley  a  conflict  between  faith 
and  works,  or  between  proponents  of 
personal  salvation  alone  and  a  social 
gospel,  would  have  been  in¬ 
comprehensible.  Bishop  Mathews 
mentioned  Wesley’s  fondness  for 
Galatians  5:6  as  a  key  text:  “The  only 
thing  that  counts  is  faith  active  in  love.” 
(New  English  Bible)  Remarked 
Professor  Rupp,  “You  can’t  have  one 
without  the  other.” 

Does  this  rediscovery  of  a  uniquely 
Wesleyan  theology  have  any  meaning  for 
the  United  Methodist  Church?  “Yes,” 
replied  Dr.  Outler.  “We  would  be  a  dif¬ 
ferent  church  if  we  had  theologians  who 

S.  Central  COM 
forms  program 
for  evangelism 

OKLAHOMA  CITY  —  Heralding  a 
"new  mood”  in  the  church  today,  the 
Council  on  Ministries  of  the  eight-state 
South  Central  Jurisdiction  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  finalized  a  program  of 
evangelism  for  1975  and  1976  in  a  meeting 
here  October  9-10. 

The  Council  approved  a  membership 
recruitment  and  training  emphasis 
developed  by  the  jurisdiction’s  College  of 
Bishops  and  brought  to  the  Council  by 
Louisiana  Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield. 

“We  must  not  let  abuses  of  a  previous 
decade  prevent  us  from  doing  old  things 
in  new  and  creative  ways,”  the  bishop 
said.  He  noted  that  the  church  had  a  new 
understanding  of  evangelism  today  along 
with  an  anxiety  about  membership 
decline. 

Bishop  Crutchfield  said  that  while 
evangelism  is  an  “elastic  word”  and  can 
be  used  to  include  everything  the  church 
does,  the  proposal  refers  specifically  to 
“the  precise  experience  and  process  of 
the  declaration  and  acceptance  of  faith  in 
Jesus  Christ  and  willingness  to  affirm 
same,  strengthening  His  Body  through 
strengthening  and  increasing  mem¬ 
bership  in  His  church.” 

Primary  attention  of  the  program  is  to 
focus  on  securing  new  members,  re¬ 
activating  non-participating  members, 
establishing  new  congregations,  and 
developing  outreach  ministries  in  areas 
of  special  need.  The  ten  bishops  of  the 
Jurisdiction  plan  to  make  detailed 
reports  on  the  progress  of  their 
respective  programs  at  the  College  of 
Bishops  meetings  in  1975  and  at  the 
Jurisdictional  Conference  in  1976. 

Other  programs  approved  by  the 
Council  for  1975  include  a  consultation  for 
persons  in  specialized  urban  ministries; 
a  convocation  to  identify  and  address 
problems  peculiar  to  black  United 
Methodists  in  the  Jurisdiction;  a  confer¬ 
ence  to  help  Third  World  (non-white) 
youth  and  young  adults  to  become 
involved  in  the  decision-making  arenas 
of  the  church;  a  seminar  for  multiple 
staffs  of  local  churches;  and  three  pilot 
events  in  three  selected  districts  to  deal 
with  concerns  of  small  membership 
churches. 


Archives  commission 
moves  offices  to  Scarritt 


MADISON,  N.J.  (UMC)  —  Taking  a 
further  step  toward  re-location  of  its 
headquarters,  the  United  Methodist 
Commission  on  Archives  and  History 
voted  to  move  from  Lake  Junaluska, 
N.C.,  to  Nashville,  Tenn.,  provided 
successful  negotiations  can  be  arranged 
with  Scarritt  College  in  Nashville. 

By  a  unanimous  vote,  the  30-member 
commission  at  its  annual  meeting  here 
Oct.  8-9  reaffirmed  its  earlier  acceptance 
of  an  invitation  to  lease  space  in  the 
Scarritt  library  and  unite  its  depositories 
in  Nashville. 

Following  the  annual  meeting  here, 
Bishop  O.  Eugene  Slater  of  San  Antonio, 
Tx.,  commission  president,  said  that 
negotiations  are  going  forward  with 
officials  of  Scarritt  and  that  he  is  hopeful 
that  plans  can  be  worked  out  for  the 
move  to  Nashville. 

Principal  offices  and  archives  of  the 
commission  are  now  located  in  Lake 
Junaluska,  N.C.,  with  a  Dayton,  Ohio, 
depository  housing  the  library  of  the 
former  Evangelical  United  Brethren 
Church.  Already  five  tons  of  the  former 
EUB  library  materials  have  been  moved 
from  Dayton  to  temporary  space  at  Lake 
Junaluska. 

In  its  two-day  annual  meeting,  the 
Commission  on  Archives  and  History 
emphasized  the  need  for  compiling  the 
history  of  ethnic  minorities  which  have 
been  and  are  a  part  of  United  Methodism. 
The  Rev.  Merrill  Nelson  of  Columbus, 


Ohio,  chairman  of  the  committee  on 
ethnic  heritage  and  history,  brought 
proposals  which  would  insure  that  the 
story  of  the  contributions  of  ethnic 
groups  to  the  stream  of  the  church’s 
influence  not  be  lost.  The  commission 
will  encourage  the  development  of 
histories  of  the  several  minorities  and  to 
see  that  they  are  properly  preserved  in 
the  archives  nationally  and  regionally. 

The  Rev.  John  H.  Ness,  Jr.,  of  Lake 
Junaluska,  N.C.,  executive  secretary, 
reported  on  a  year  of  intensive  activity 
and  the  acquisition  of  some  200  volumes 
and  thousands  of  feet  of  microfilm 
records.  He  cited  the  need  for  more 
financial  resources  to  permit  a 
publication  program  for  the  many 
manuscripts  on  Methodist  history,  book- 
length  and  smaller,  which  deserve  wider 
distribution. 

In  other  actions,  the  commission 
adopted  a  $138,984  budget  for  1975,  took  a 
quick  look  at  the  first  volume  of  the  forth¬ 
coming  Encyclopedia  of  World 
Methodism,  heard  encouraging  sum¬ 
maries  of  work  being  done  by  the  five 
jurisdictional  commissions,  and  ap¬ 
proved  reports  of  its  several  committees. 

Dr.  Emory  Stevens  Bucke  of  Nashville, 
book  editor,  unveiled  the  first  volume  of 
the  Encyclopedia  of  World  Methodism, 
and  Professor  Frank  Baker  of  Duke 
Divinity  School  flashed  page  proofs  of 
one  volume  of  the  33-volume  Oxford 
edition  of  the  Works  of  John  Wesley. 


could  re-enact  Wesley’s  spirit  and 
method  in  theology.”  Both  he  and  Bishop 
Mathews  implied  that  Wesley  would 
indeed  find  it  hard  to  recognize  the 
present  church  as  descending  from  his 
Methodist  societies. 

The  problem,  according  to  Dr.  Outler, 
is  what  Wesley  had  no  contemporary 
disciples  who  duplicated  his  experience 
of  “Immerson  in  scripture  and  in 
Christian  tradition  and  then  refereed  the 
whole  process  at  the  bar  of  reason.” 

The  result  has  been  a  different  kind  of 
theology  that  is  "derived  from  Wesley 
but  does  not  replicate  Wesley’s  ex¬ 
perience.”  And  this  derivative  theology 
has  been  much  more  easily  influnced  by 
the  historical  changes  of  the  19th  and  20th 
centuries. 

Since  Wesley  saw  theology  not  as 
doctrine  but  as  a  reflection  of  experience, 
the  key,  claims  Dr.  Outler,  is  in 
recovering  his  method.  “If  United 
Methodists  could  learn  to  do  theology  in 
his  way  it  might  not  be  Wesley’s 
theology,  but  it  would  be  Wesleyan  in 
spirit.” 

One  need  not  be  a  theologian,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Dr.  Outler,  in  order  to  do  this, 
but  only  be  willing  to  follow  Wesley’s 
example  of  scripture,  tradition,  reason 
and  experience. 

Two  of  the  changes  which  might  result 
from  such  a  process  could  be  in  the 
composition  of  the  church  and  the  way  in 
which  it  sees  its  mission. 

Contemporary  United  Methodism  has 
been  called  the  most  characteristically 
"middle  class”  church.  But  Prof.  Outler, 
having  called  Wesley  a  folk-theologian, 
defined  the  phrase  as  “one  whose 
message  and  mission  are  directed  first  of 
all  to  the  unchurched,  unloved,  unplaced 
people  of  society,  and  then  may  apply  to 
anyone  else  who  may  happen  to  be  tuned 
in.” 

And,  remarked  Bishop  Mathews, 
“John  Wesley  took  to  heart  and  put  into 
practice  what  he  advocated  and 
proclaimed.  For  Methodism  was  not 
merely  a  society  for  saving  souls;  it  was 
nothing  less  than  a  peoples’  movement.” 

“Plain  truth  for  plain  people’’ 

Wesley’s  message,  said  the  bishop,  was 
“plain  truth  for  plain  people.”  And  “he 
and  his  lay  preachers  went  to  the  plain 
people  —  the  poor,  the  sick,  the  prisoner, 
the  insane,  the  dregs  of  society,  but  also 
to  the  pious  and  affluent,  if  they  would 
receive  him.” 

United  Methodists,  then,  do  have  a 
theological  heritage.  It  is  one  which 
defines  the  happy  life  as  the  holy  life, 
“rooted  in  faith  and  fruited  in  love.” 

"With  us,”  noted  Bishop  Mathews, 
"doctrine  is  not  so  much  defined  as 


illustrated.  Wesley  regarded  holiness  as 
‘the  grand  deposition  which  God  has 
lodged  with  the  people  called  Methodist 
and  for  the  sake  of  propagating  this 
chiefly  He  appears  to  have  raised  us 
up.’  ” 

Wesley,  concluded  Bishop  Mathews, 
“directed  attention  from  the  church  to  be 
served  to  the  servant  church.  Do  we  see 
this?” 

Legislative 
committees  set 
for  Gen.  Conf. 

CHICAGO  (UMC)  -  A  revised  slate  of 
standing  legislative  committees  for  the 
1976  United  Methodist  General  Con¬ 
ference  was  announced  here  October  15 
by  the  conference’s  Committee  on  Plan 
of  Organization  and  Rules  of  Order. 

The  new  lineup,  requested  by  the  1972 
General  Conference,  reduces  from  14  to 
10  the  committees  through  which 
legislation  is  perfected  for  presentation 
on  the  floor.  Included  are  units  on  Church 
and  Society;  Conferences;  Discipleship ; 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry;  Global 
Ministries;  Local  Church;  Financial 
Administration;  Council  on  Ministries; 
Independent  Commissions;  and  Admin¬ 
istrative  Order. 

Each  of  the  ten  committees  is  expected 
to  have  one  or  more  subcommittees  of  its 
own  choosing.  Each  of  the  approximately 
1,000  General  Conference  delegates  will 
choose,  within  certain  limits,  on  which 
unit  he  or  she  wishes  to  serve. 

Leonard  D.  Slutz,  Cincinnati,  chairman 
of  the  rules  committee,  said  a  number  of 
other  changes  in  rules  will  be  recom¬ 
mended  to  the  1976  sessions,  also,  in 
order  to  expedite  the  work  of  the 
denomination’s  highest  legislative  body. 

The  rules  committee  was  empowered 
by  the  1972  General  Conference  to  put  the 
new  schedule  of  legislative  committees 
into  effect  for  the  1976  sessions  in  Port¬ 
land,  Ore.  Ail  the  other  proposed 
changes  in  rules  will  have  to  be  approved 
in  1976  before  they  can  take  effect. 

“We  began  with  the  unanimous  con¬ 
viction  that  the  committee  system  is  of 
major  importance  and  necessary  for  a 
legislative  body  such  as  ours,”  Mr.  Slutz 
said. 

“With  approximately  1,000  delegates  it 
would  be  impossible  otherwise  within 
any  reasonable  period  of  time  properly  to 
study,  discuss,  debate  and  decide  upon 
the  thousands  of  petitions  relating  to  the 
multitude  of  subjects  with  which  we  must 
deal.” 


Black  Methodists  offer 
‘worship  experience’ 


By  BARB  BERG 
Staff  Writer 

NEW  ORLEANS  -  Black  United 
Methodists  called  for  an  integration  of 
the  "Black  Worship  Experience”  into 
mainline  United  Methodism  during  a 
consultation  at  Dillard  University  here 
Oct.  18-19. 

“Identity  crisis”  seemed  to  surface 
and  re-surface  as  “Concern  Number 
One.”  Consultation  Director  Dr.  L.  L. 
Haynes,  Jr.,  remarked  that  the  black 
church’s  biggest  problem  is  “un¬ 
derstanding  the  roots  of  its  own 
spirituality  and  affirming  those  roots.” 

"We  can  appreciate,  but  we  don’t  need 
to  imitate”  the  white  worship  ex¬ 
perience,  Dr.  Isaac  Bivens,  Assistant 
General  Secretary  for  African  Affairs  of 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  added. 

Highlighting  the  two-day  event  was  the 
unanimous  adoption  of  a  resolution  to  be 
referred  to  the  denomination’s  General 
Board  of  Discipleship’s  section  on 
Worship  and  Theology. 

The  petition  urges  “the  United 
Methodist  Church  immediately  to  set  in 
motion  the  procedures  necessary  to 
develop  new  methods  of  worship  that  rise 
out  of  the  black  church. 

"These  procedures,"  the  resolution 
continues,  "might  include  regional  or 
jurisdictional  consultations  and  the 
preparation  of  printed  and  other 
resources.  In  any  event,  the  process 
should  be  developed  by  and  for  black 
United  Methodists  and  must  be  inclusive 
of  this  constituency  from  throughout  the 
church.” 

The  first-of-its-kind  consultation  drew 
United  Methodist  clergy  and  laypersons 
from  across  the  nation.  Outstanding 
black  and  white  United  Methodist 
scholars  shared  their  perspectives  of  the 
"Black  Worship  Experience”  through 
selected  papers  which  ran  the  gamut 
from  religious  music  to  black  militancy 
to  the  sacraments  to  the  role  of  woften  in 
the  black  United  Methodist  church. 

"We  need  to  watch  that  we  don’t  so  dry 
up  our  religion  that  our  young  people 
can’t  see  it  move,”  Dr.  Evans  Crawford, 
Dean  of  Chapel,  Howard  University, 
Washington,  D.  C.,  cautioned.  “We 
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The  most  unique  musical  presentation 
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The  Lite  of  Jesus  Christ 
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Faithful  to  the  Scripture! 
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United  Methodists  too  often  bring  our 
minds  and  intellect  to  church  but  leave 
our  bodies  at  home.” 

Dr.  Bivens  added:  “We  must  be  set 
free  in  our  churches  to  address  the 
historical  characteristics  of  our  African 
heritage.  Our  task  is  to  make  the 
predominantly  white  church  realize  that 
we  are  ‘the  stone  which  was  rejected  by 
the  builders,  but  which  has  become  the 
head  of  the  corner.’  ” 

Commenting  on  the  resolution  adopted 
by  the  group,  Dr.  Haynes  expressed  hope 
that  "the  United  Methodist  Church  that  is 
pluralistic  in  nature  will  learn  to  ap¬ 
preciate  the  heritage  of  the  black  church 
and  assimilate  this  into  the  church.” 

And  the  Rev.  Hoyt  Hickman,  Director 
of  Local  Church  Worship,  Division  of 
Evangelism,  Worship  and  Stewardship, 
Board  of  Discipleship,  observed:  "We  as 
a  United  Methodist  Church  must  not  be  a 
melting  pot.  Nor  can  we  be  a  mosaic 
separated  by  layers  of  mortar.  We  should 
be  a  rich  stew  in  which  each  ingredient 
reflects  its  own  identity.” 


Eyes  Sparkle  Again 

Float  away  dust,  dirt  and  other  irritants  with 
refreshing  LAVOPTIK  Eye  Wash.  Offers 
prompt  relief  for  sore,  tired,  burning  eyes. 
Aids  natural  healing.  Ask  for  genuine  LAVOP- 
TIK  Medicinal  Eye  Wash  with  eye  cup  in¬ 
cluded  at  your  druggist.  Satisfaction  guaran¬ 
teed  or  money  back. 


Starting  college 
in  Fall  ’75? 

Win  up  to 

$4,000 

Enter  lor  the 
WORD  INCORPORATED 
YOUNG  SINGER  OF  THE  YEAR 

SCHOLARSHIP 

AWARD 

for  the  study  of  Voice  at 

BAYLOR  UNIVERSITY 
School  of  Music 


Regional  auditions  will  be  held  In 
Dallas,  Atlanta,  Richmond,  Kansas 
City  &  Los  Angeles. 

Send  for  full  information  and  ap¬ 
plication  form  before  November 
20,  1974.  Write  to: 

Dr.  Robert  Young,  School  of  Music, 
Baylor  University,  Waco,  Texas 
76703 
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Talk  with  Ewart  Watts,  Howard  Walker  to  itinerate  conference 

the  editors! 


Dr.  Ewart  G. 
Watts,  Editor  of 
Church  School  Pub¬ 
lications  for  the 
United  Methodist 
Church,  and  Dr. 
Howard  E.  Walker, 
Coordinator  of  In¬ 
terpretation  of  U- 
nited  Methodist 
Curriculum  Re¬ 
sources,  both  of 
Nashville,  Tenn., 
will  itinerate  the 
Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence,  November  18- 
22.  “Talk  With  the 
Editors”  is  the  title 
given  these  sessions,  which  will  provide 
unique  opportunities  for  United 
Methodists  in  Louisiana  to  discuss  United 
Methodist  Church  materials  directly 
with  the  persons  in  charge  of  editing  and 
interpreting  them. 

The  schedule  of  the  five  sessions 
follows : 

November  18  -  Crowley,  First  Church  - 
Lake  Charles  and  Lafayette  Districts 
November  19  -  First  Church,  Bunkie  - 
Alexandria  and  Baton  Rouge  Districts 
November  20  -  First  Church,  Monroe  - 


Dr.  Elton  TrUeblood,  speaker  at  First 
Church,  New  Orleans,  150th  Anniver¬ 
sary. 

Dr.  Elton  Trueblood 
to  speak  at  First 
Church,  New  Orleans 

Dr.  Elton  Trueblood,  celebrated 
author,  speaker  and  theologian,  will  be 
featured  speaker  at  First  Church,  New 
Orleans,  during  the  150th  Anniversary 
Celebration  at  the  church.  He  will  be  in 
New  Orleans  on  November  10th,  11th  and 
12th,  preaching  his  first  sermon  on 
Sunday  evening,  November  10,  at  7  P.M. 

On  Monday  and  Tuesday,  November  11 
and  12,  prayer  breakfasts  will  be  given  in 
his  honor  at  7  A.M.  and  he  will  preach  at 
the  “Renewal  Revival”  at  7:30  P.M. 
services. 

At  10  A.M.  on  November  11,  the 
Greater  New  Orleans  Federation  of 
Churches  will  hold  a  leadership  con¬ 
ference  with  Doctor  Trueblood  at  Church 
House  on  St.  Charles  Ave.  Pastors  and 
leaders  of  all  faiths  will  be  invited  to 
attend. 

On  Tuesday,  November  12,  Doctor 
Trueblood  will  address  the  ministers  of 
New  Orleans  ;  nd  Hammond  Districts  in 
a  seminar  at  *'irst  Methodist.  His  topic 
will  be  “Disciplines  of  an  Effective 
Ministry.” 

George  Ross,  host  pastor,  invites  all 
interested  persons  to  participate. 
Reservations  for  the  prayer  breakfasts 
may  be  made  at  the  church  office,  Canal 
Street  and  Jefferson  Davis  Parkway. 


Monroe  and  Eastern  part  of  Ruston 
District 

November  21  •  Shreveport,  Noel 
Church  -  Shreveport  and  Western  part  of 
Ruston  District 

November  22  -  First  Church,  Slidell 
Hammond  and  New  Orleans  Districts 

Doctors  Watts  and  Walker  will  meet  at 
4  P.M.  at  each  of  the  sessions  with 
District  Councils  on  Ministries  of  the 
districts  involved,  to  discuss  use  of  the 
United  Methodist  Curriculum  materials 
in  the  districts  and  to  solicit  assistance 
from  the  Councils. 

The  evening  session  on  each  occasion, 
beginning  at  6:30,  will  be  for  all  in¬ 
terested  persons  as  well  as  the  District 
Councils.  Persons  will  be  able  to  ask  the 
editors  any  question  they  wish,  or  to 
express  any  opinion.  There  will  be  in¬ 
formation  about  how  our  curriculum 
resource  come  into  being,  about  new 
curriculum  materials,  and  a  demon¬ 
stration  of  Curricu-phone.  Materials  will 
be  on  display  for  all  to  investigate. 

This  is  a  unique  opportunity  for  the 
entire  Conference.  Every  church  is 
encouraged  to  bring  a  car  load  or  more  to 
one  of  these  sessions. 

Doctor  Watts,  a  native  of  Amarillo, 
Texas,  has  been  editor  of  Church  School 

Monroe  District 
crusade  is 
big  success 

The  Rev.  John  Sewell,  local  ministerial 
coordinator  for  the  Monroe  District 
Evangelism  Crusade,  reports  that  the 
climaxing  service  on  Sunday  evening, 
October  20,  saw  150-200  decisions  made  in 
terms  of  first  commitment  to  Jesus 
Christ,  and  renewal  of  vows,  complete 
rededication  of  life. 

The  week-long  event  which  culminated 
with  the  service  on  Sunday  in  the  Civic 
Center  Theater  in  Monroe  was  attended 
by  some  1500  persons. 

District  Superintendent  Clyde  C. 
Frazier,  Jr.  and  other  ministers  report 
that  new  ground  was  broken  in 
Evangelism  through  the  leadership  of 
Bowdoin-Sowder  Crusades  and  with  the 
enthusiastic  response  of  the  District. 

Update  on  Honduran 
relief  fund 

Hubert  Blanchard,  Conference 
Chairman  of  Disaster  Committee,  has 
reported  that  $16,124.70  has  been 
collected  for  the  “Honduran  Relief 
Fund”  as  of  October  15,  1974. 

All  churches  and  people  are  urged  to 
turn  in  their  contributions  by  the  next 
week.  This  money  is  to  be  sent  to  the 
Louisiana  Conference  Treasurer,  Dr. 
Leonard  Cooke,  P.  O.  Box  4303, 
Shreveport,  71104. 

Hubert  Blanchard  states  that  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  information  he  has 
received,  the  aid  for  the  Hondurans  will 
have  to  continue  over  an  extended  period 
of  time.  Damage  was  so  extensive  it  will 
take  considerable  time  for  them  to  get  in 
operations  again. 

Founders  Day 
at  Dilliard 

Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield  delivered 
the  Founders’  Day  address  at  Dillard 
University  on  Sunday,  October  20,  to  a 
large  assembly  of  alumni,  students, 
professors  and  others.  The  ceremony 
took  place  in  Lawless  chapel  on  the 
Dillard  campus. 

Bishop  Crutchfield’s  address  was 
entitled  “The  Ultimate  Concern.” 


UMW  District  meetings  held 


Reports  are  coming  into  the  newspaper 
of  District  UMW  meetings,  and  from  all 
indications,  well  planned  programs  and 
spirited  participation  have  been  the 
highlights  of  these  gatherings.  Accounts 
of  meetings  have  come  from  the 
following  Districts:  Raton  Rouge; 
Hammond;  Shreveport;  and  Lafayette. 

Pictured  here  are  some  of  the  officers 


Publications  since  July,  1972.  Prior  to 
that  time  he  held  pastorates  in  Texas, 
and  from  1956  to  1972  was  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Topeka,  Kansas.  He  was 
graduated  from  SMU  with  the  B.  A. 
degree,  and  went  on  to  study  at  the  Duke 
University  Divinity  School  and  at  Yale 
Divinity  School,  from  which  he  received 
the  B.  D.  degree.  McMurry  College 
awarded  him  the  D.  D.  degree  in  1956. 

Doctor  Watts  has  held  many  positions 
of  significance  in  church  and  civic 
organizations,  and  has  been  a  delegate  to 
South  Central  Jurisdictional  Conference 
on  three  occasions  and  to  General 
Conference  in  1970  and  1972.  He  has  also 
appeared  on  radio  and  television 
programs. 

Among  Doctor  Watts'  publications  are: 
“Messages  for  Laymen  on  Jesus  Christ  is 
Lord;”  "Discipleship  for  the  70's;”  and 


“Bench  Marks  of  Faith." 

Doctor  Walker,  a  native  of  South  Bend, 
Indiana,  has  been  Coordinator  of 
Interpretation  of  Curriculum  Resources 
since  1971.  He  held  pastorates  in  Indiana 
and  in  California,  and  has  been  a 
Minister  of  Education  in  several  church¬ 
es,  Since  1968  he  has  been  in  Nashville, 
where  he  held  editorial  positions  of 
publications  prior  to  assuming  his 
present  leadership  position. 

Doctor  Walker  received  the  B.  A. 
degree  from  North  Central  College, 
Naperville,  Ill.,  and  the  B.  D.  degree 
from  the  Evangelical  Theological 
Seminary  there.  He  also  had  special 
journalism  courses  at  Santa  Ana  College 
in  California.  He  is  a  certified  laboratory 
instructor  for  3-4  and  5-6  age  levels.  He 
has  published  articles  and  materials 
related  to  church  school  curriculum. 
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Evangelism  and 
concern  for  persons 


By  RAY  BRANTON 

Evangelism  and  Concern  for  Persons 
are  official  priorities  in  the  Louisiana 
Conference  for  1975,  according  to  the 
action  of  the  Conference  in  its  regular 
session. 

These  priorities  were  adopted  after  a 
survey  of  conference  opinion.  Results 
were  compiled  by  the  conference  staff 
and  presented  to  the  Conference  Council 
on  Ministries.  After  extensive  discussion 
and  evaluation  of  results,  the  Council 
voted  to  recommend  to  the  Annual 
Conference  session  that  Evangelism  and 
Concern  for  Persons  be  our  priorities  for 
1975.  The  conference  voted  unanimous 
approval  of  these  priorities.  Thus,  the 
action  of  the  Annual  Conference  made 
official  the  desire  which  had  been  ex¬ 
pressed  by  the  people  in  our  local 
churches. 

The  bishop,  cabinet,  and  conference 
staff  will  give  major  emphasis  to  the 
priority  of  evangelism  in  1975.  They  will 
recommend  to  the  Conference  Council  on 
Ministries  that  the  conference  continue 
the  same  two  priorities  during  1976,  and 
that  Concern  for  Persons  receive 
primary  attention  in  1976. 

Fall  is  the  time  to  prepare  for  im- 


of  the  districts.  A  picture  of  the  Ham¬ 
mond  District  was  not  available  at  press 
time,  but  the  following  persons  were 
named:  President,  Mrs.  Mary  Margaret 
Burris,  Franklinton;  Vice-President, 
Mrs.  Mary  Muller,  Ponchatoula; 
Secretary,  Mrs.  T.  J.  Butler, 
Franklinton;  Treasurer,  Mrs.  Harry 
Spence,  Slidell. 


New  officers  of  the  Baton  Rouge  District,  UMW,  include;  Mrs.  John  O.  Cook, 
chairperson,  committee  on  nominations;  Mrs.  Carlyle  H.  Chapman,  vice-president; 
Mrs.  Chris  H.  Hall,  president;  Mrs.  Ardessie  Prophet,  mission  coordinator;  Mrs. 
Arthur  Bizette,  treasurer;  Mrs.  F.  H.  Longsdorf,  mission  coordinator;  Mrs.  Charles 
Titkemeyer,  secretary;  and  Mrs.  Marcus  L.  Burks,  mission  coordinator.  The  group 
was  installed  during  the  meeting  held  at  Broadmoor  Church,  Baton  Rouge. 


The  Rev.  Dr.  Myong  Gul  Son 

Korean  pastor 

to  work  as 
Mission  Colleague 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Myong  Gul  Son,  from 
Korea  will  work  as  a  Mission  colleague  in 
the  South  Central  Jurisdiction  for  a 
period  of  two  years.  His  title  will  be 
“International  Person  in  Mission.” 

Doctor  Myong  Gul  Son  will  be  available 
throughout  the  Jurisdiction  to  speak, 
lead  workshops,  be  a  resource  person  in 
Mission  Schools,’  and  to  aid  in  un¬ 
derstanding  how  we  may  continue  to 
move  outward  into  mission. 

A  Ph.D.  graduate  of  S.M.U.,  Doctor 
Son  is  a  member  of  the  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  of  the  Korean  Methodist  Church. 
He  served  for  ten  years  as  Executive 
Secretary  of  the  Korean  Conference 
Board  of  Education,  and  taught  also  at 
the  Ehwa  University,  Seoul  Korea,  and 
has  had  a  leadership  role  in  development 
of  Korean  Churches.  He  and  his  family 
make  their  home  at  1928  Ross  Ave., 
Dallas,  Texas  75201,  where  he  may  be 
contacted. 


The  Lafayette  District  meeting  was  held  at  First  Church, 
Lafayette,  with  the  theme  “Concern  For  Persons."  Pictured 
here,  left  to  right:  District  Superintendent  Kenneth  McDowell, 
who  installed  the  newly-elected  officers,  with  Mrs.  W.  F. 
Atkinson,  President;  Mrs.  Louis  Soileau,  program  chair¬ 
person;  and  the  Rev.  James  M.  Brinks,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  Director 
of  Mission  Interpretation,  speaker. 


Shreveport  District  UMW  met  at  Lakeview  Church  on 
October  13.  In  the  above  photograph  are  shown  Mrs.  Wiley  B. 
Gardner,  district  president,  with  Mrs.  James  O.  Graves ,  of 
Shreveport,  guest  soloist  for  the  conference.  Other  officers 
include  (not  shown):  Mrs.  Louis  Blankenbaker,  vice- 
president;  Mrs.  L.  G.  Thomas,  treasurer;  Mission  Coor¬ 
dinators  Mrs.  J.  C.  Bibbons,  Mrs.  Mark  Foster,  Mrs.  Edith 
McGough,  Mrs.  C.  D.  Walker;  and  Nominations  committee, 
Mrs.  Elsie  Ellis,  Mrs.  Kenneth  Myers,  Mrs.  L.  E.  Prlllerman, 
and  Mrs.  Reese  Claiborne. 


IS' 


plementation.  Bishop  Crutchfield,  the 
cabinet,  and  the  conference  staff  are 
ready  to  assist  the  churches.  The  bishop 
will  provide  overall  leadership.  The 
district  superintendents  will  present  a 
plan  to  assist  and  encourage  mem¬ 
bership  recruitment  and  training.  The 
conference  staff  will  provide  suggestions 
about  resource  materials  and  will  be 
available  to  offer  training  to  districts  and 
local  churches. 

When  asked  to  comment  on  the  con¬ 
ference  priorities  and  their  meaning  for 
our  conference,  Bishop  Crutchfield  said, 
“The  conference  priorities  were 
established  with  care,  after  painstaking 
research  and  consideration.  The  Annual 
Conference  accepted  these  priorities  by 
unanimous  action.  Let  us  now  translate 
them  into  deeds  and  specific  actions.” 

Has  your  church  made  specific  plans 
for  ministry  in  1975?  Now  is  the  time  to 
get  ready.  Please  note  that  neither 
conference  priority  involves  a  request  for 
money  from  the  churches;  both  have  to 
do  with  working  together  to  enhance  our 
ministry  to  persons.  Look  for  future 
articles  displaying  the  Priorities  -  75 
symbol. 

Mrs.  Freeman  dies 
in  Shreveport 

Mrs.  Margaret  Gore  Freeman,  of 
Shreveport,  died  in  that  city  on  October 
19,  after  a  long  illness.  She  was  the  widow 
of  the  late  Rev.  F.  M.  Freeman. 

Mrs.  Freeman  was  a  native  of  St. 
Francis ville,  and  had  lived  in  Shreveport 
since  1938  and  was  a  member  of  Noel 
Church.  Her  late  husband  was  pastor  of 
that  church  for  11  years. 

She  is  survived  by  two  sons,  Francis 
Marian  Freeman,  Jr.,  of  Shreveport,  and 
John  Sellers  Freeman  of  Farmingham, 
Mass;  three  sisters  and  several  grand¬ 
children  and  great  grandchildren. 

Funeral  services  were  conducted  from 
Memorial  Church,  with  the  Rev.  B.  C. 
Taylor  of  Centenary  College  officiating, 
assisted  by  Dr.  Benedict  Galloway,  Dr. 
Carl  Lueg,  and  the  Rev.  Albert  Trickett. 

Some  youth  notes 

The  Junior  Highs  of  Haynesville  made 
wall  banners  and  hung  them  on  the 
stairway  during  Vacation  Bible 
School.  .  .  .  The  youth  of  St.  Bernard 
church  have  been  invited  by  the  pastor  to 
join  the  confirmation  group  for  7th  to  9th 
graders  in  order  to  get  a  “bird’s  eye 
view”  of  the  church,  her  ministry, 
mission,  and  organization.  This  is  held 
from  September  till  May.  .  .  Youth  of  St. 
Paul’s,  Harahan,  led  the  worship  service 
on  September  29th.  They  had  been 
working  on  liturgical  content  for  the  past 
two  months. 

Youth  of  First  Church,  Jennings 
recently  held  a  Covered  Dish  Supper  for 
their  parents. 

Youth  of  Christ  Church  in  Shreveport 
are  collecting  empty  coke  bottles  in  order 
to  help  pay  for  their  bus. 

Weldon  Bares,  youth  director  of  First 
Church,  Lafayette,  recently  invited  the 
youth  to  join  him  in  DISCOVERY  ’74. 
After  an  evening  of  fun,  fellowship,  and 
program,  they  camped  out  at  the  church 
and  spent  a  morning  visiting  youth  of  the 
church  who  had  not  been  active  in  youth 
activities. 

Henning  Memorial  had  a  youth  witness 
service  with  the  Senior  High  MYF 
presenting  excerpts  from  the  musical, 
“Alleluia.” 

Lakeview  Church,  Minden,  spent  three 
days  camping  at  Lake  Greeson  in 
Arkansas.  The  minister,  Rev.  Leland 
Wade  drove  the  bus. 

Blackwater  young  people  spent  three 
days  at  Kueta  T  Ranch  in  Norwood  last 
summer  where  they  enjoyed  tennis, 
swimming,  a  hay  ride  and  bonfire. 

Springhill  Church  will  have  Stan  Dark 
each  week-end  as  a  youth  worker.  Stan  is 
a  sophomore  in  the  School  of  Church 
Careers  at  Centenary  College. 

Aurora  youth  held  a  fall  retreat  at 
Gulfside  Methodist  Assembly  at 
Waveland. 

The  Administrative  Board  of 
Shongaloo  named  a  “Youth  Development 
Committee”  to  study  the  needs  of  the 
youth  in  their  church. 


Bishop’s  Message 

Recently  I  was  given  a  copy  of  “Contemporary  Reflections  on  the  Medieval 
Christian  Tradition,”  a  volume  of  essays  in  honour  of  Ray  C.  Petry,  edited  by 
George  Shriver. 

This  beautiful  festschrift  was  supplied  by  Dr.  Petry’s  colleagues,  former 
students,  and  one  or  two  scholars  outside  the  Petry  orbit,  not  the  least  of  whom 
is  a  close  friend,  Bishop  William  R.  Cannon  of  Georgia.  I  was  doubly  intrigued 
by  the  book  since  Dr.  Petry  was  my  own  church  history  professor  at  Duke,  and 
appreciated  the  volume  even  more  because  the  essayists  knew  what  they  were 
writing  about. 

It  was  sheer  joy  to  read  the  in-depth  essays  on  themes  ranging  from  “Per¬ 
spectives  on  Celtic  church  history”  to  “The  eschatological  function  of  the  ic¬ 
onography  in  the  Dresden  manuscript  of  the  Sachsenpiegel”  (Don't  knock  it 
because  of  the  title.)  to  “Preaching  and  pastoral  care  in  John  Tauler.” 

On  completing  the  grand  and  delightful  mental  exercise,  I  felt  relaxed, 
rejuvenated,  and  so  began  to  reflect  on  the  practical  value  of  scholarly  reading 
and  contemplation.  Could  people  be  induced  to  pursue  sound  scholarship  once 
more  by  appealing  to  the  practical  aspects  of  same,  unworthily  based  though 
such  an  appeal  obviously  would  be?  What  are  the  personal  benefits  of  such 
reading?  (boorish  question  to  ask,  of  course). 

Actually,  such  reading  is  valuable  because  it  becalms  the  mind;  takes  one 
into  a  world  of  excitement,  colour,  beauty;  provides  an  authentic  escape  from 
various  contemporary  abrasions;  gratifyingly  helps  one  to  see  the  genesis  of 
certain  ideas  by  which  he  now  lives;  introduces  him  to  the  sources  of  his 
culture;  helps  a  reader  make  rich  friends  in  the  history  of  literature;  creates  a 
thirst  for  more  reading. 

Now  if  your  life  is  jaded,  if  everything  has  gone  sour  and  you’re  gulping 
aspirin  and  Turns  by  the  dozen,  if  today  is  a  bore  and  you  think  tomorrow  is 
likely  to  be  a  drag  —  come  on  —  take  a  trip  —  take  a  real  trip  with  me  into  an 
exciting  experience  through  the  medium  of  a  festschrift. 

I  have  just  the  right 

Faithfully 


Finis  A.  Crutchfield 


(r».  George  ti.  Ford  of  First  church, 
Homer,  presented  a  set  of  25  handbells, 
on  behalf  of  many  people  of  the  town,  to 
the  Bible  Lands  Mission  of  Beirut, 
Lebanon.  Shown  (n  the  picture  are  Paul 
Doctorian  and  his  father,  the  Rev. 
Samuel  Doctorian,  receiving  the  hand¬ 
bells  on  a  recent  trip  to  Homer.  The 
Doctorlans  held  a  city-wide  revival  in  the 
Homer  community  last  summer. 

Dr.  L.  Keith  Mason 
reports  on  British 
Methodist  Gen.  Conf. 

Dr.  L.  Keith  Mason,  of  Shreveport,  one 
of  four  delegates  from  United  Methodism 
in  the  U.S.  to  attend  the  British  Methodist 
General  Conference  last  summer, 
pointed  out  that  one  of  the  highlights  of 
his  experience  was  “Learning  the 
greatness  of  British  World  Methodism.” 

Doctor  Mason  reports  that  Methodists 
in  Britain  now  number  more  than 
1,000,000;  there  are  3,000  Methodist 
preachers  in  England;  and  there  were 
690  delegates  to  the  General  Conference. 
The  British  General  Conference  is  held 
annually,  with  Conference  of  Clergy 
preceding  the  General.  He  notes  that  the 
Conference  was  very  well  organized, 
orderly,  and  a  characteristic  sincerity 
was  obvious. 

Doctor  Mason  says  that  it  was  a  joy  to 
revisit  historic  spots  of  Methodism  in 
Great  Britain,  and  he  again  appreciated 
the  great  Wesley  Family, 

.  .  especially  John  Wesley  .  .  .  and 
Charles  Wesley  .  .  .  John  Wesley  not  only 
was  a  Minister,  but  also  became  a 
pioneer  in  serving  Christ  through 
medical  help.  He  started  the  first  free 
out-patient  Medical  Clinic  in  Lon¬ 
don  .  .  .  and  wrote  a  medical  book  ...  in 
this  book  “Primitive  Physic”  he  gave  the 
treatment  for  over  100  complaints 
common  in  that  early  18th  century  time." 

Doctor  Mason  states  that  he  was  happy 
to  see  the  Conference  vote  to  restore 
Wesley’s  Chapel  in  London. 

Mrs.  Mason  accompanied  Doctor 
Mason  on  this  trip.  Other  delegates, 
elected  by  the  Council  of  Bishops,  were: 
Bishop  Charles  Golden,  Los  Angeles, 
Calif.;  The  Rev.  Dr.  Paul  Duffey, 
Montgomery,  Ala.;  and  Mrs.  Martha 
Ross,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Jurisdiction  COM 
approves  emphasis 

on  recruitment 

The  Council  on  Ministries  of  the  eight- 
state  South-Central  Jurisdiction  met  in 
Oklahoma  City  in  October  and  finalized 
program  plans  for  1975.  Of  much  interest 
and  significance  was  approval  of  a 
membership  recruitment  and  training 
emphasis  developed  by  the  Jurisdiction’s 
College  of  Bishops  and  presented  by  our 
own  Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield.  In 
presenting  the  proposal,  Bishop  Crutch¬ 
field  pointed  out  that  “  .  .  .  there  is  a 
new  mood  and  understanding  about 
evangelism  in  the  Church  today  along 
with  anxiety  about  membership 
decline.” 

Each  Bishop,  according  to  information 
released  from  the  meeting,  has  com¬ 
mitted  himself  to  the  program  but  each 
area  in  the  jurisdiction  is  free  to  develop 
its  own  style  within  the  general 
guidelines  of  the  jurisdiction-wide  em¬ 
phasis. 

Primary  attention  of  the  program  is  to 
focus  on  securing  new  members,  reac¬ 
tivating  non-participating  members, 
establishing  new  congregations,  and 
developing  outreach  ministries  in  areas 
of  special  need.  The  ten  bishops  of  the 
Jurisdiction  plan  to  make  detailed 
reports  on  the  progress  of  their 
respective  programs  at  the  College  of 
Bishops  meetings  in  1975  and  at  the 
Jurisdictional  Conference  in  1976. 

At  the  meeting  in  Oklahoma  City  other 
programs  were  approved  by  the  Council 
for  1975.  These  include :  a  consultation  for 
persons  in  specialized  urban  ministries; 
a  convocation  to  identify  and  address 
problems  peculiar  to  black  United 
Methodists  in  the  Jurisdiction;  training 
enterprises  for  church  school  leaders  at 
five  locations ;  a  conference  to  help  Third 
World  (non-white)  youth  and  young  adult 
to  become  involved  in  the  decision 
making  arenas  of  the  church ;  a  seminar 
for  multiple  staffs  of  local  churches;  two 
youth  ministry  events;  a  jurisdictional 
mission  tour;  a  mission  consultation  to 
consider  "Why  Global;”  and  three  pilot 
events  in  three  selected  districts  to  deal 
with  concerns  of  small  membership 
churches. 

The  Jurisdictional  Council,  headed  by 
the  Rev.  Bruce  Blake,  Derby,  Kansas, 
represents  United  Methodist  Conference 
in  Nebraska,  Kansas,  Oklahoma,  Texas, 
New  Mexico,  Missouri  and  Louisiana. 

New  appointment 

The  Rev.  Jerry  Johnston,  a  graduate  of 
Mississippi  College  and  Baptist  Theolog¬ 
ical  Seminary,  has  been  appointed  to 
Parker  Memorial  Church,  New  Orleans. 
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Corporate  and  individual  action 
needed  to  combat  world  hunger 


The  Board  of  Global  Ministries  meet¬ 
ing  in  Atlantic  City  last  week  took  initial 
steps  toward  making  “world  hunger”  the 
quadrennial  emphasis  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  for  1976-80  (See  story 
elsewhere  in  this  issue). 

We  applaud  this  move.  As  we  have  said 
before  editorially,  world  hunger  is  prob¬ 
ably  THE  social  issue  of  the  next  ten 
years.  It  is  THE  issue  because,  unless  we 
solve  the  growing  problems  of  world 
hunger,  there  may  not  be  any  other 
issues. 

Yet,  while  we  applaud  the  action  taken 
by  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  we  at 
the  same  time  must  express  hope  that 
Christian  concern  for  the  problem  will 
not  stop  there.  We  hope  that  along  with 
all  that  is  done  at  the  national  and 
international  levels  —  all  that  is  done 
from  institution  to  institution  —  the 
pressing  need  to  emphasize  individual 
action  is  not  lost. 

We  hope  that  every  effort  will  be  made 
to  point  out  the  relationship  between 
world  hunger  and  American  waste. 


We  hope  that  every  United  Methodist  is 
impressed  with  the  fact  that  to  waste  is  to 
steal  from  those  in  need. 

Not  only  the  waste  of  food  in  our 
individual  homes,  but  the  waste  created 
by  our  thirst  for  “convenience  consum¬ 
erism"  helps  to  make  a  worldwide 
situation  of  not-enough-to-go-around. 

Christians  must  declare  a  moratorium 
on  our  “no  deposit-no  return”  way  of  life. 

—  We  must  consider  how  many  trees 
we  wad  up  in  our  paper  towels  and  toss  in 
the  waste  basket. 

—  We  must  consider  how  many  metal 
roofs  from  African  homes  we  bury  with 
our  tin  cans  in  sanitary  landfills. 

—  We  must  consider  how  many  people 
starve  around  the  world  as  we  take  much 
of  the  world’s  supply  of  fertilizer  to  make 
our  lawns  and  golf  courses  greener. 

World  hunger  is  a  corporate  problem  — 
a  congregational  problem.  It  also  is  an 
individual  problem.  May  we  lay  all  the 
facts  in  front  of  us,  look  at  them  through 
the  eyes  of  Christian  stewards,  and 
adjust  our  priorities  accordingly. 


Got  a  question?  Call  INFOSERV 


Although  much  remains  to  be  done, 
there  are  numerous  indications  that 
United  Methodism’s  general  boards  and 
agencies  are  seriously  attempting  to  be 
responsive  and  responsible  to  the 
church’s  “grassroots.” 

The  most  recent  tangible  evidence  of 
this  trend  is  “INFOSERV,”  a  new 
national,  toll-free  link  between  the 
church’s  national  agencies  and  the 
church’s  membership  (for  detailed  in¬ 
formation,  see  TM/  UMR,  Aug.  23). 

This  new  service,  sponsored  by  United 
Methodist  Communications  in  coopera¬ 
tion  with  all  the  denomination’s  national 
agencies,  provides  for  the  first  time  a 
means  by  which  the  church’s  members 
can  get  rapid  information  on  any  church- 
related  subject. 

Initially,  ‘INFOSERV’  is  designed  to 
serve  the  church’s  leadership,  that  is, 
persons  who  serve  as  leaders  in  their 
local  congregations.  Its  creators  say  they 
hope  to  open  the  program  to  the  whole 
church  soon.  Their  purpose  in  seeking  to 
limit  the  service  at  first  is  solely  func¬ 
tional  :  there  is  only  one  line  until 
January  1,  1975  and  the  staff  is  starting 
from  scratch  in  building  its  data  bank. 

$ 


Realistically,  there  is  no  way  for 
‘INFOSERV’  to  keep  its  number  only  in 
the  hands  of  “leaders.”  In  fact,  well  over 
200  calls  were  received  and  handled 
before  the  program  officially  began! 

In  order  to  assist  the  ‘INFOSERV’ 
staff  as  they  get  started,  we  offer  these 
suggestions:  (1)  Be  patient  if  you  get  a 
busy  signal  the  first  time  you  dial.  The 
staff  is  probably  receiving  more  calls 
than  were  counted  on;  (2)  Limit  your 
calls  to  matters  which  are  of  importance 
to  you  and/  or  your  local  church.  At  this 
stage,  ‘INFOSERV’  should  not  be  tied  up 
answering  questions  such  as  “Where  is 

Rev .  now?”;  (3)  If  you’re  unhappy 

about  something,  be  courteous.  The 
person  on  the  other  end  of  the  line  didn’t 
cause  your  unhappiness.  Give  him/  her  a 
chance  to  get  to  the  bottom  of  it;  (4)  Give 
‘INFOSERV’  a  chance  to  work.  It’s 
designed  to  help  you  and  your  church.  As 
its  director,  the  Rev.  Sam  Barefield,  has 
said:  “It  will  get  better  with  age.” 

The  number  is  1-800-251-8140.  Use  it 
when  there’s  anything  about  the  UMC 
you  need  to  know  and  don’t  know  where 
else  to  ask. 


On  the  TM/UMR  Beat 

The  church  press  is  no 
better  than  its  sources 


T.  Otto  Nall 

Once  upon  a  time  there  was  segrega¬ 
tion  in  the  pressrooms  of .  church  meet¬ 
ings.  It  was  not  segregation  based  on 
race,  class,  age  or  sex,  but  segregation 
between  the  “religious”  press  and  the 
“secular”  press. 

Like  most  forms  of  segregation,  this 
was  unfair,  because  the  church  news 
services,  editors  and  reporters  worked  as 
hard  as  their  nonchurch  colleagues.  They 
fought  deadlines;  they  checked  and 
rechecked  sources;  they  boned  up  on 
church  history  and  nomenclature;  they 
evaluated  news,  not  in  terms  of  “scoop¬ 
ing”  a  competitor,  but  on  the  basis  of 
service  to  the  church.  With  them,  truth 
got  top  priority. 

Often,  the  so  called  “secular”  news¬ 
men  and  newswomen  ( Time  called  them 
“newshawks”  and  “newshens”)  were 
not  unchurched,  and  were  as  deeply 
religious  as  their  counterparts  in  the 
church  press.  A  deserved  tribute  was 
paid  by  the  great  editor,  William  Allen 
White:  “Before  Congress  begins  to 
inquire,  the  press  has  taught  the  people 
to  suspect.  Before  the  church  begins  to 
denounce,  the  press  has  illuminated  the 
evils  that  are  banned.  Before  the 
teachers  have  become  alarmed,  the 
editors  have  given  the  teachers  the  facts 
to  disturb  them.  Years  before  organized 
lawyers  begin  to  pass  resolutions,  the 
press  has  made  the  public  sentiment  that 
forces  the  lawyers  into  action.” 

The  church  press  has  added  a  spiritual 
knowledge  to  this  spiritual  zeal.  It  is  a 
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quality  of  interpreting  that  gives  mean¬ 
ing  to  gathering  and  dispensing  the  day’s 
news.  It  enriches  Professor  McLuhan’s 
medium  and  message  with  motive,  and 
seasons  means  and  methods  with  a  sense 
Of  history. 

Of  course,  the  church  press  must  have 
its  sources  of  news.  There  are  the 
publicists  (sometimes  called  “press 
agents”  by  editors,  writers  and  broad¬ 
casters).  There  are  the  in-the-know 
tipsters  who  can  be  found  in  the  halls  at 
almost  any  meeting.  Official  sources  of 
news  are  the  news  services,  as  well  as 
pastors,  superintendents,  board  execu¬ 
tives  on  conference  and  national  levels, 
college  presidents  and  teachers,  hospital 
superintendents  and  their  publicity-wise 
assistants,  and  the  many  church  workers 
who  are,  in  one  form  or  another, 
ministers  to  society. 

News  “leads,”  when  checked  and 
checked  again,  result  in  news  “stories.” 
Sometimes  getting  a  complete  story  from 
such  a  source  is  as  difficult  as  prying  a 
political  item  out  of  a  cagey  Congress¬ 
man.  Even  the  best  sources  are  seldom 
objective;  often  they  are  partial,  even 
prejudiced.  And  news  is  never  more 
reliable  than  its  source.  When  the  source 
refuses  to  be  quoted,  or  the  quotation 
cannot  be  identified,  the  credibility  is 
only  that  of  the  reporter  or  his  news¬ 
paper. 

This  places  a  special  responsibility  on 
the  church  press.  In  attempting  to 
interpret  for  the  church,  and  interpreting 
the  church  to  the  world  outside  the 
church,  the  press  of  the  church  must  dive 
below  the  surface  of  the  news  to  examine 
the  trends  and  tendencies.  Its  function 
includes  more  than  mere  reporting  —  it 
must  comfort  and  challenge,  caution  and 
correct,  but  always  with  the  health  of  the 
church  in  mind. 

Working  for  the  church,  the  church 
press  has  the  right  to  background 
material  on  decisions  and  advance  news 
of  developments.  The  church  press 
reporter,  with  a  commitment  to  the 
church,  can  listen  to  confidential  infor¬ 
mation  without  divulging  it.  He  is  not  like 
the  reporter  from  “The  New  York 
Times”  who  left  a  Board  of  Missions 
meeting  in  the  mid-forties,  when  it  was 
announced  that  a  report  on  conditions  in 
Portuguese  East  Africa  (of  special 
interest  today)  was  to  be  off  the  record. 
“I  don’t  want  to  hear  anything  I  cannot 
write  about,”  he  said. 

The  church  press  reporter,  on  the  other 
hand,  wants  to  learn  everything  he  can, 
so  that  his  interpretation  will  be  honest, 
hopeful  and  helpful.  He  knows  that  his 
truth-telling  will  bear  the  marks  of  his 
own  imperfections  —  was  it  Shelley  who 
wrote  of  the  dome  of  many-colored 
glass  that  "stains  the  white  radiance  of 
eternity”?  —  but  the  church  press 
reporter  wants  to  be  as  authentic  as 
human  frailty  permits. 

It  is  to  be  hoped,  therefore,  that  the 
General  Council  on  Ministries  —  which  is 
currently  debating  whether  or  not  to 
exclude  the  church  press  from  parts  of  its 
November  meeting  —  and  other  church 
groups  will  trust  the  church  press  enough 
to  admit  its  members  to  all  of  their 
meetings.  And,  it  is  to  be  expected  that 
the  church  press  will  honor  its  sources. 

—  T.  OTTO  NALL 
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Discipleship  Board  struggles  with  structure .  .  . 


By  PAT  SITES 
TM/UMR  Staff  Writer 

ST.  LOUIS— Still  seeking  to  put  all  its 
parts  into  a  workable  whole,  United 
Methodism’s  youngest  general  board— 
the  Board  of  Discipleship— met  here  Oct. 
25-28  and  found  itself  sorely  tested  by  in¬ 
ternal  struggles  over  its  structure. 

Despite  the  brave  words  of  general 
secretary  Dr.  Melvin  G.  Talbert  in  his 
opening  address  as  he  gave  the  Board  its 
marching  orders  to  “move  out  in  ser¬ 
vice,”  the  spectre  of  restructurism 
continued  to  haunt  the  board  and  force 
members  to  expend  time  and  energy  on 
internal  organizational  matters. 

Before  the  Board  could  procede  with 
full  thrust  into  program  planning  and 
development,  it  had  to  reduce  its  inter- 
divisional  structure  from  19  sections  to 
11.  That  meant  high  level  staff  persons 
had  to  go  or  find  reassignment,  too. 

A  proposal  was  made  to  reduce  Divi¬ 
sion  sections  from  eight  to  five  in  educa¬ 
tion,  from  seven  to  four  in  Evangelism, 
Worship  and  Stewardship  (EWS),  and 
from  a  projected  four  to  two  in  the  newly- 
staffed  division  of  Lay  Life  and  Work. 

The  measure  passed  despite  con¬ 
troversy  within  the  EW$  division,  where 
some  members  took  a  firm  stand  against 


Welcome  new  local  editions 

With  this  issue,  two  local  congregations 
have  initiated  local  church  editions  of 
TM/  UMR,  whereby  their  news  is 
combined  with  annual  conference  and 
general  church  news,  and  mailed  to 
every  church  family  every  week. 

The  new  every-family  congregations 
and  their  number  of  subscriptions  are: 
Old  Stone  Church  in  Meadville,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  800  and  Seminole  UMC  in 
Seminole,  Florida,  1,200. 

To  this  new  group  of  readers  we  say 
“Welcome.  We  hope  you  will  find 
TM/  UMR  informative,  and  that  you  will 
join  with  our  other  readers  in  providing 
feedback  via  ‘Letters  to  the  Editor’.”  To 
our  continuing  readers  across  the 
church,  we  say  again:  “Thank  you  for 
your  continuing  part  in  making 
TM/  UMR  what  it  is.” 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


re-ordering  staffs  and  sections,  saying 
such  a  move  would  weaken  their 
division’s  emphases. 

Leading  the  fight  to  keep  the  structure 
intact  was  the  Rev.  Kenneth  Piles, 
Milton,  W.  Va.  Mr.  Piles  also  circulated 
on  the  plenary  floor  a  “Response  to  the 
General  Secretary’s  Report.”  He  said  he 
was  protesting  “a  serious  mis-direction 
which  is  becoming  a  concern  of  an  in¬ 
creasingly  large  group  within  the  United 
Methodist  Church”  —  namely,  he  told 
TM/UMR,  a  deemphasis  on  evangel¬ 
ism. 

The  EWS  division  met  in  a  three  hour 
executive  session  to  consider  realign¬ 
ment  of  staff  and  structure,  before  ap¬ 
proving  the  proposal. 

Associate  general  secretary  Reuben 
Job  assured  the  division  that  “a 
reduction  in  staff  does  not  mean  we  in¬ 
tend  to  diminish  the  work  of  evangelism 
or  any  other  area.  I  hope  we  can  work 
together  to  set  new  directions.” 

All  assistant  general  secretaries  who 
previously  chaired  sections  now 
eliminated  were  reassigned  as  directors 
of  special  projects  within  the  new 
structure. 

Bishop  W.  Kenneth  Goodson,  presiding 
officer,  in  a  statement  to  the  full  Board, 
noted  that  “We  have  varied  ministries. 
There  are  and  will  be  opportunities 
where  we  differ.  But  now,  after  two 
years,  we  can  make  our  decisions  as  a 
common  family.” 

Bishop  Goodson  told  TM/  UMR 
Sunday  that  he  sees  “many  positive 
things  to  come  from  such  struggles  as 
these.  There  is  no  real  growth  without 
confrontation.” 

The  new  board,  created  by  the  General 
Conference  only  two  years  ago,  re¬ 
elected  its  top  four  executive  officers, 
and  passed  a  unified  budget,  which  was 
called  “symbolic  of  a  unified  board.” 

Formed  by  merging  the  Boards  of 
Laity  and  Evangelism  and  portions  of 
several  other  boards,  the  Board  of 
Discipleship  brought  together  more  than 
thirty  autonomous  church  agencies.. 
Headquartered  in  Nashville,  it  is  charged 
with  encouraging  the  laity,  through  its 
various  divisions,  to  become  responsible 
disciples  of  Jesus  Christ. 


Dr.  Melvin  G.  Talbert,  who  assumed 
the  leadership  in  July  1973,  will  again 
serve  as  general  secretary.  Also  re¬ 
elected  as  associate  general  secretaries 
were  Dr.  Howard  M.  Ham,  division  of 
education,  Dr.  Reuben  P.  Job,  division  of 
evangelism,  worship  and  stewardship 
(EWS) ;  and  Dr.  David  W.  Self,  division 
of  lay  life  and  work. 

The  Board  adopted  a  budget  of  $3.3 
million  for  1975.  The  budget  total  does  not 
include  $3.5  million  for  the  Upper  Room, 
or  $1.5  million  for  the  Board’s  Central 


Resource  Services  unit  which  is  self- 
supporting. 

In  other  action  the  Board  referred  to 
Dr.  Talbert  a  letter  from  Good  News,  a 
forum  for  Scriptural  Christianity  within 
the  United  Methodist  Church,  protesting 
a  session  on  homosexuals  at  an  August 
meeting  of  the  United  Methodist  Council 
on  Youth  Ministry  —  a  council  related 
administratively  to  the  Board  of 
Discipleship’s  division  of  Lay  Life  and 
Work.  Dr.  Talbert  told  Board  members 
they  will  receive  copies  of  his  response. 


.  .  .offers  program  package 


TM/UMR  STAFF  SPECIAL 

What  difference  is  it  likely  to  make  to 
the  local  church  that  the  Board  of 
Discipleship  met  in  St.  Louis  last 
weekend? 

Or,  as  general  secretary  Melvin  G. 
Talbert  put  it  in  his  opening  statement  to 
Board  members,  “What  do  we  want  to 
happen  to  40,000  United  Methodist 
churches  in  the  next  few  years?  How  can 
the  Board  of  Discipleship  help 
discipleship  happen  in  United  Methodism 
and  around  the  world?” 

Reminded  constantly  at  the  Board 
meeting  that  its  business  is  "the  making 
and  nurturing  of  disciples,”  in  Dr. 
Talbert’s  words,  divisions  prepared  a 
sizeable  program  package  for  their 
reports  to  the  Board  at  its  final  session. 

For  the  Division  of  Education  : 

•  Creation  of  a  new  foundational 
statement  on  the  philosophy  and  theory 
of  Christian  education  for  use  by  all 
United  Methodist  educators,  writers  and 
local  church  programers. 

•  Recognition  of  outstanding  Christian 
educators  in  local  churches  across  the 
country. 

•  Survey  of  12  outstanding  church 
school  programs  to  be  featured  in  Church 
School  magazine. 

•  Establish  "Church  school  where 
something  good  is  happening"  as  the 
theme  of  Christian  education  week  next 
year. 

From  the  Division  of  Evangelism, 
Worship  and  Stewardship: 

•  A  consultation  on  Black  worship  to 


provide  worship  resources  for  use  in 
black  congregations. 

•  Stewardship  training  events  in  at 
least  20  Conferences  in  1975. 

•  An  E  very-Member-Canvass 
program  package  for  churches  with  150 
members  or  less. 

•  A  new  Christian  Family  Financial 
planning  program  for  use  in  local 
churches. 

•  A  Council  on  Ministries  planning 
outline  for  local  church  budget-building. 

•  Continuation  of  an  alternative  ritual 
project  with  plans  to  have  a  new  lec¬ 
tionary  next  year:  First  draft  of  alternate 
text  for  the  services  of  baptism, 
marriage  and  Holy  Communion  to  be 
ready  in  March  1975.  Preliminary  work  is 
also  being  done  on  rites  for  the  sick  and 
dying  and  on  services  of  witness  and 
reconciliation. 

•  Coordinated  efforts  to  assist  in 
designing  a  study  of  decline  in  church 
membership. 

•  A  survey  to  be  taken  of  examples  of 
successful  evangelistic  efforts. 

From  the  Division  of  Lay  Life  and 
Work:  , 

•  Age  level  task  forces  survey  methods 
how  best  to  communicate  with  the  local 
church  at  each  age  level. 

•  Request  that  the  homosexual  issue 
be  dealt  with  responsibly  by  both  the 
youth  council  and  the  Board  in 
preparation  for  General  Conference 
report. 

•  Take  an  active  part  in  selecting  the 
theme  and  material  for  Laity  Day. 


We  should  show  love  when  we  disagree 


To  the  Editor: 

I  don’t  know  how  to  make  these 
comments  about  some  of  the  articles  and 
letters  I  read  in  TM/  UMR  without 
sounding  judgmental.  It  is  simply  that  I 
feel  uncomfortable  about  some  of  the 
criticisms  I  read.  Sometimes  the  car¬ 
toons  bother  me,  too. 

I  keep  wpndering  if  others  who  practice 
things  we  personally  decry  will  be  moved 
to  see  our  point  of  view  if  we  call  names. 
Mocking  words  or  words  like  “un- 
Christian”  or  “wrong”  or  “ungodly” 
would  not  put  me  in  a  frame  of  mind  to 
give  attention  to  differing  opinions.  Could 
we  be  less  hasty  in  our  reactions?  Aren’t 
we  all,  at  times,  selfish,  dishonest, 
hypocritical?  I  just  feel  sad  to  see  us 
referring  to  one  another  in  such  ways. 
Most  of  us  are  trying  to  do  our  best ;  could 
we  not  be  reminded  of  our  discrepancies 
with  compassion? 

God  helping  us,  let  us  try  to  disagree 
with  one  another  while  keeping  in  mind 
that  the  other  may  be  less  able,  less 
controlled,  less  informed  than  we  are;  we 
might  even  try  to  think  about  whether  we 
would  feel  as  we  do  if  we  knew  more 
about  a  situation,  knew  the  individual 
personally,  or  could  ask  clarifying 
questions. 

Perhaps  this  letter  is  just  a  reminder  to 
myself.  In  any  event,  I  submit  it 
respectfully.  I  do  enjoy  reading  about 
other  United  Methodists. 

N.  Z.  Clark 
Pinole,  California 

‘Packaging9  should  not 
be  our  major  concern 
To  the  Editor: 

In  response  to  the  gentleman’s  letter  in 
the  October  18  issue,  I  cannot  believe  that 
there  are  those  who  still  believe  “that 
clothes  make  the  man.” 

“Packaging  for  our  pastors”  suggests 
a  return  to  uniform  attire,  prayers  and 
services.  Surely  as  Christians  we  are 
learning  to  look  beyond  the  outward 
appearance,  and  want  to  be  able  to  relate 
to  God  in  any  situation  and  in  our  own 
words. 

I  believe  that  my  pastor  should  be  able 
“to  do  his  own  thing”  and  dress  as  he 
wishes,  just  as  my  husband,  who  is  not  a 
minister,  does. 

Let’s  have  our  packaging  be  the  fact 
that  “they’ll  know  we  are  Christians  by 
our  love.” 

Mrs.  Alan  Dewhirst 
Beaver  Falls,  Pennsylvania 

Church  leaders  Should  give 

more  spiritual  leadership 

To  the  Editor: 

So  now  The  United  Methodist  Church 
(meaning  some  of  our  self-styled 
leaders)  is  joining  in  criticizing 
American  aid  in  ousting  Chile’s  Marxist 
dictator  (TM/  UMR,  October  18).  Not 
surprising !  But  how  long  will  our 
sleeping  pew  occupants  slumber  and 
allow  this? 

Not  long  ago  it  was  non-Comnlunist 
dictator  Park  of  South  Korea ;  before  that 
our  defense  of  South  Vietnam.  Granted, 
these  are  all  ugly  things.  But  just  look  at 
the  other  side:  The  Marxist  Allende’s 
rule,  disastrously  incompetent  as  well  as 
corrupt  (U.S.  News  and  WorlH  Report, 
10-8-73;  Reader’s  Digest,  June,  1971).  The 
Red  dictatorship  of  North  Korea,  with 
hate  propaganda  taught  even  to  kin¬ 
dergarten-age  children  (National 
Geographic,  August,  1974).  On  Vietnam, 


I  recall  posters  in  our  churches  in  1969 
deploring  37,000  American  lives  lost  since 
the  start  of  the  war  to  fight  Communism; 
not  a  word  ever  said  about  two-thirds 
that  many  who  would  be  killed  in  one 
year  by  drunken  drivers  for  no  purpose 
whatever. 

Our  leaders’  voices  have  been  soft 
jndeed  when  the  acts  of  Allende,  North 
Vietnam,  North  Korea,  and  Castro  are 
mentioned!  Also,  we  must  not  buy  our 
chrome  ore  from  Rhodesia  because  she 
oppresses  Africans,  but  50%  higher 
prices  to  the  U.S.S.R.,  which  oppresses 
everyone,  is  all  right. 

One  feels  our  leaders,  posing  as  friends 
of  the  poor,  actually  favor  an  equal 
distribution  of  wealth,  the  Marxist  goal. 
The  Christian  attitude  favors  a  fair 
distribution,  based  on  ability  and  effort 
(Gal.  6:2-5;  II  Thes.  3:10-12).  There  are 
predatory  poor  as  well  as  predatory  rich ! 

How  about  filthy  books,  movies,  and 
T.V.?  Geting  moral  training  in  our 
schools?  Defending  our  police  in  their 
thankless  effort  to  fight  crime?  Our 
Boards  are  experts  in  politics  and  in¬ 
ternational  relations.  But,  O!  If  we  just 
had  a  few  Christian  experts  to  stand  for 
moral  and  spiritual  values  in  a  nation 
(and  a  church)  plunging  hellward  at 
meteoric  speed! 

Son  Fesler 

St.  Louis,  Missouri 

Who  will  plead  the  lay 
pastor's  cause ?  Only  God 

To  the  Editor: 

I  stand  as  one  today  who  seeks  to 
minister  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ, 
called  of  God  to  be  one  of  His  disciples, 
commissioned  of  God  and  empowered  by 
Him  to  seek  and  do  His  holy  will;  yet  I 
find  myself  on  lonely  ground,  unable  by 
the  man-made  laws  of  our  church  to 
stand  with  fully  ordained  ministers  and 
say,  “I  am  one  of  you.”  Everywhere  the 
conference  refers  to  me,  a  (  )  is  around 
my  name  because  I  am  a  lay  pastor. 

This  (  )  around  my  name  says  to 
others  —  even  before  I  have  a  chance  to 
declare  my  love  for  Jesus  and  my  faith  in 
God  —  “He  is  not  equal,  not  quite  up  to 
par.” 

So  I  thought,  “I’ll  find  refuge  in  the 
midst  of  the  people,”  but  that’s  not 
possible  because  “He’s  not  one  of  us;  he 
is  the  preacher  ;  he  is  a  friend  of  the 
conference;  we’ll  set  him  apart,  we’re 
not  comfortable  in  his  presence;  let  him 
go  somewhere  else.” 

Where  does  the  lay  pastor  go?  Who  will 
understand  and  plead  his  cause?  He  must 
go  to  God.  (The  Lord  is  my  Shepherd.) 
God  understands,  for  He  leadeth  me  in 
the  paths  of  righteousness  for  His 
Name’s  sake.  Yea  though  I  come  to  the 
shadow  of  the  valley  of  death,  evil  shall 
not  slay  me,  for  He  has  anointed  my  head 
with  oil  of  His  Spirit,  my  cup  of  joy 
runneth  over.  Maybe  God  has  appointed 
this  way  for  me  because  through  it  I  have 
learned  compassion,  trust,  and  how  to 
respond  to  God’s  love. 

And  so,  when  all  is  said  and  done,  I  give 
thanks  to  God,  our  Heavenly  Father,  for 
the  opportunity  to  serve.  Who  wants  the 
praise  of  men?  The  words  of  our 
Savior, “Well  done,”  if  they  come  to  me, 
shall  be  worth  it  all. 

Leonard  Brown 

Winnsboro,  Texas 

TM/UMR  edition  lauded 

To  the  Editor: 

My  Annual  Conference  (Holston)  has 
now  availed  itself  of  the  opportunity  to 


have  TM/  UMR  as  its  conference  news 
organ  for  one  year.  I  must  say  that  I  am 
pleased  more  and  more  with  our  jour¬ 
nalistic  facilities.  I  believe  I  read  it  more 
closely  week  by  week  than  any  previous 
church  publication  Holston  has  ever  had 
within  the  scope  of  my  remembrance. 

I  do  enjoy  immensely  our  devoted 
editor,  Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III’S' 
'editorial  writing,  despite  the  fact  6£l 
maybe  in  a  sense  because  of  it,  I 
sometimes  don’t  fully  agree  with  what  he 
has  to  say.  I  think  some  letters  are  a  little 
too  hard  on  him  if  the  writers  happen  to 
disagree.  I  think,  despite  the  contention 
of  some,  he  goes  out  of  his  way  to  be  fair. 

I  think  one  of  United  Methodism’s 
greatest  needs  is  more  of  his  type. 

I  want  to  express  my  enthusiastic 
sanction,  with  reference  to  at  least  98%  of 
their  content,  to  the  three  letters  in 
TM/  UMR,  Oct.  11,  from  John  W. 
Carrothers,  “Share  benefits?  Share 
costs;”  Edna  S.  Kelly,  “Pardon,  yes; 
amnesty,  no!”  and  Mrs.  Lynn  T.  Sher¬ 
man,  “Where  were  other  weapons?” 
They  have  just  about  put  into  words  my 
sentiments  about  some  things  concerning 
which  I  have  some  strong  feelings. 

In  the  hope  that  our  good  Holston 
Conference  page  editor,  Stan  McCready, 
reads  this.  I  want  to  say  that  he  has 
greatly  improved  our  conference’s 
section  of  the  paper. 

Munsey  M.  Poole 
Galax,  Virginia 

Amnesty  discussion  helpful 
To  the  Editor: 

Thank  you  for  continuing  to  publish 
letters  on  the  amnesty  problem. 

A  bit  of  history :  While  the  war  was  still 
going  on,  our  state’s  director  of  military 
conscription  spoke  before  our  local 
Lions’  Club  on  the  problem  of  draft 
evasion  and  defection. 

He,  and  another  military  officer  in  the 
club,  got  quite  bitter  and  recommended 
even  physical  torture. 

I  finally  raised  the  question,  “Where  is 
the  Constitutional  authority  for  draft 
registration  and  military  conscription?” 

The  General  ducked  his  head,  waited  a 
bit  and  said,  “I  don’t  know.”  That  ended 
that  meeting. 

Should  this  question  be  taken  up  in 
Congress? 

Don  j.  Klingensmith 
Mandan,  North  Dakota 

New  bomber  unneeded 
To  the  Editor: 

I  would  like  to  alert  your  readers  te  an 
issue  which  requires  our  attention  as 
Christians.  The  U.S.  Air  Force  is  building 
a  new  bomber,  the  B-l.  It  is  being 
designed  for  use  in  nuclear  and  con¬ 
ventional  warfare  with  twice  the 
destructive  capacity  of  the  B-52.  With 
such  a  craft  in  production,  how  can  one 
possibly  hope  for  nations  to  break  away 
from  the  present  mode  of  conflict 
resolution  through  deterrence  to  calm 
and  rational  dialogue? 

The  B-l  is  not  essential  to  our  defense 
system.  It  is  just  a  braggadocio  of  our 
military  technocrats  and  another 
building  block  in  the  nuclear  arms  race. 

“We  must  actively  and  constantly 
create  the  conditions  of  peace.  We  stand 
for  the  promotion  of  understanding, 
reconciliation,  and  good  will;  ...  the 
taking  of  steps  toward  disarmament; 
and  the  support  of  patient  negotiations.” 
(from  The  Methodist  Social  Creed,  III-E) 

If  we  are  to  answer  the  Bishop’s  Call 


for  Peace  and  the  Self-Development  of 
Peoples,  we  cannot  overlook  the  B-l 
bomber  system  and  its  implications.  It  is 
fact  that  our  nation  is  number  one  pn|y  in 
the  field  of  military  power.  We  are 
number  eight  in  doctor-patidnt  ratio, 
number  fourteen  in1  literacy  and  infant 
mortality:  and  number  twenty-five  in  life 
expectancy,  v 

I  urge  your  readers  to  contact  their 
congresspeople  and  ask  them  to  refrain 
from  supporting  this  project. 

Pat  Kington 
Decherd,  Tennessee 


Charles  L.  Allen  transports  you 
back  to  the  vivid  reality  of  the 
first  Pentecost,  and  he  shows 
that  the  Holy  Spirit  dwells  un¬ 
diminished  among  us  today. 
Yet  too  many  Christians  act  as 
if  our'  world  was  bereft  of  the 
actual  presence  of  God.  Dr. 
Allen  prays  that  we  will  come 
to  know  the  person  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  and  tap  His  tremendous 
energy.  W-hen  the  church, 
through  its  members,  Is  led  by 
the  Spirit,  no  power  on  earth 
can  stop  its  evangelical  mis¬ 
sion)  $2.95 

Also  by  Charles  L.  Allen 
The  Miracle  of  Hope  $2.95 
The  Miracle  of  Love  $3.95 

AI  YOUR  BOOKSTORE 

^0  Fleming  H.  Revell  Company 
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Global  Ministries  meets  ‘quietly’ 

‘1 Vorld  Hunger 9  supported  for  1976-80  quadrennial  emphasis 


My  wife  said,  “Steak  went  up  10c  a  pound  today,  and  hair  spray  went  up  5c  a  can.” 
And  I  said,  “You  think  that's  bad!  My  stock  has  dropped  four  points  during  the  last 
week.”  Then  she  said  “ . 
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By  BUD  HERRON 
Staff  Writer 

ATLANTIC  CITY  -  With  the  con¬ 
spicuous  absence  of  the  kind  of  hard  felt 
conflicts  which  have  marked  meetings  of 
the  United  Methodist  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  in  recent  years,  the  largest 
board  of  the  nation’s  second  largest 
Protestant  denomination  met  here 
quietly  last  week. 

The  board  took  action  on  the  issue  of 
world  hunger  and  reflected  on  its 
theology  of  mission,  but  there  was  little 
dissent  on  any  issue,  every  vote  of  the 
general  board  was  unanimous  and 
business  carried  on  so  smoothly  that  the 
agenda  was  competed  half  a  day  ahead  of 
the  planned  schedule. 

High  points  of  the  5%  days  of  meetings 
included: 

•  the  passage  of  a  recommendation 
that  General  Conference  designate  the 
1976-80  quadrennial  emphasis  to  be 
“World  Hunger.” 

•  the  announcement  that  the  World 
Division  (which  last  year  suffered  a  $1 
million  budget  cut  because  of  reduced 
giving)  has  managed  to  pull  out  of  its 
financial  crisis  and  will  actually  increase 
its  budget  in  1975. 

•  the  adoption  by  the  United  Methodist 


Committee  on  Relief  (UMCOR)  of  its 
highest  budget  in  recent  years  with  more 
than  a  million  dollars  earmarked  for 
emergency  relief  and  rehabilitation 
projects  around  the  world. 

In  the  action  on  world  hunger,  the 
board  started  with  itself  with  a  resolution 
to  alter  its  “food  consumption  patterns” 
at  future  meetings  to  provide  “an 
example  for  the  rest  of  the  church.” 

The  position  on  world  hunger  adopted 
by  the  board  came  from  a  position  paper 
prepared  by  the  Interdivisional  Task 
Force  on  World  Hunger.  The  adopted 
proposal  calls  for  efforts  to  persuade 
United  Methodists  to  contribute  up  to 
two  per  cent  of  their  incomes  to 
designated  agencies  fighting  world 
hunger  and  calls  upon  United  States 
representatives  at  the  World  Food 
Conference  in  Rome  during  November  to 
support  an  international  food  reserve 
bank. 

The  report  goes  on  to  recommend  that 
“root  causes”  be  tackled  by  the  church 
rather  than  strictly  “missionary-basket 
type  food  giving”  and  that  efforts  be 
made  to  change  food  consumption  pat¬ 
terns  of  wealthy  nations  such  as  the 
United  States. 

The  report  stresses  cooperation  be¬ 


tween  religious  denominations  as  well  as 
the  church  and  secular  agencies  in 
fighting  hunger.  Specifically  mentioned 
as  a  non-religious  organization  deserving 
support  was  the  Food  Research  and 
Action  Center  (FRAC)  which  provides 
legal  services  for  persons  being  denied 
rights  to  such  measures  as  welfare 
payments  and  food  stamps.  FRAC 
already  received  a  $15,000  grant  earlier 
this  year  from  the  National  Division. 

Perhaps  the  best  news  received  during 
the  board  meetings  was  that  an  urgent 
appeal  made  to  local  churches  in  1973  by 
the  then  financially  troubled  World 
Division  has  been  answered  so  positively 
that  the  division’s  budget  will  be  read¬ 
justed  upward  for  the  rest  of  this  year 
and  will  be  increased  in  1975. 

Where  16  months  ago  the  World 
Division  was  faced  with  the  possibility  of 
bringing  missionareis  home  or  not 
replacing  some  retiring  missionaries, 
recruitment  of  missionaries  is  actually 
underway  on  a  “building  basis"  for  the 


first  time  in  two  years. 

The  local  church  response  has  enabled 
the  1974  budget  to  be  adjusted  from 
$12,863,662  to  $13,246,662  and  has  made  a 
budget  of  $13,248,404  possible  for  next 
year.  Mission  giving  has  increased  in  all 
areas  of  mission  with  the  largest  jump 
coming  in  “Advance  Specials”  (second 
mile  giving)  which  is  up  by  18  per  cent 
over  1973. 

Good  news  also  came  from  UMCOR 
which  announced  approval  of  more  than 
$1  million  for  relief  and  rehabilitation 
projects  around  the  world.  In  addition, 
$215,000  more  was  approved  by  UMCOR 
for  continuing  projects  left  from  other 
relief  efforts. 

Special  grants  announced  for  relief  and 
rehabilitation  included  $92,500  for 
projects  in  Africa,  $468,000  for  Asia, 
$16,000  for  use  in  the  Caribbean,  $277,000 
for  Central  America,  $15,000  for  Europe, 
$71,000  for  the  Middle  East,  $5,000  for  the 
United  States,  and  $78,000  for  South 
America. 


Board’s  efforts  to  consume 
‘poverty  meal 9  confounded 


Board  of  Global  Ministries  highlights 


United  Methodist  executive 
supports  food  reserve  plan 

ATLANTIC  CITY  -  Dr.  Tracey  K. 
Jones  Jr.,  general  secretary  of  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  has  urged  U.S.  Secretary  of 
State  Henry  Kissinger  to  promote  an 
international  food  reserve  plan  at  the 
World  Food  Conference  in  Rome,  Italy  in 
November. 

In  a  letter  dated  Oct.  21  and  made 
public  during  the  board’s  annual  meeting 
which  began  here  Oct.  22,  Dr.  Jones  said 
he  hopes  the  U.S.  delegation  to  the  Rome 
conference  will  provide  strong  leader¬ 
ship  in  forming  programs  to  combat 
human  hunger. 

In  addition  to  support  for  the  in¬ 
ternational  food  reserve,  Dr.  Jones  ex¬ 
pressed  concern  that  efforts  would  be 
made  to  make  sure  that  "the  food  that  we 
have  in  this  country”  is  not  used  for 
“political  ends.” 

Alaska  Methodist  University 
denied  request  for  loan 

ATLANTIC  CITY  —  Alaska  Methodist 
University  in  Anchorage,  an  institution 
already  in  deep  financial  trouble?  - tlas 
been  denied  a  request  for  a  million  dollar 
loan  by  the  National  Division  of  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Global 
Ministries. 

The  university,  founded  14  years  ago 
by  the  National  Division,  has  consistently 
operated  “in  the  red”  and  has  had 
trouble  attracting  students  because  of 
high  tuition  costs  when  compared  to  state 
schools.  The  loan  request  was  to  meet 
operating  expenses  and  was  to  be  paid 
back  from  the  eventual  sale  of  some 
university  assets. 

Division  members  voted  unanimously 
to  deny  the  loan  request  after  the 
recommendation  of  such  an  action  by  the 
division’s  Mission  Development  Council. 
Division  members  agreed  the  direction 
of  the  university  should  be  studied  and 
alternatives  to  present  in-the-red 
operations  should  be  found. 

The  Rev.  A.  C.  Wischmeier,  chairman 
of  the  university  board  of  trustees,  said 
school  officials  will  continue  to  struggle 
for  the  life  of  the  university  in  spite  of  the 
loan  refusal.  "We  feel  that  even  if  we 
have  to  eventually  sell  our  campus  in 
Anchorage,  we  should  continue  AMU, 
perhaps  in  another  setting.” 

Building  boom  predicted  for 
United  Methodist  Church 

ATLANTIC  CITY  -  United  Methodists 
are  about  to  launch  a  building  boom  after 
ten  years  of  little  construction  work, 
according  to  the  executive  director  of  the 
United  Methodist  Development  Fund 
(UMDF). 

Speaking  to  members  of  the  National 
Division  during  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  here.  Dr.  H. 
Paul  Smith,  director  of  UMDF,  said  that 
the  “boom”  will  include  buildings  for 
new  congregations  as  well  as  additions  to 
existing  buildings. 

Dr.  Smith  said  there  are  indications 
that  the  need  for  such  construction  is 
present  and  that  he  “believes  it  is  only  a 
matter  of  time  until  church  extension  will 
be  a  high  priority  item  for  a  majority  of 
the  annual  conferences.” 

Global  Ministries  files  brief 
against  Louisiana  resolution 

ATLANTIC  CITY-The  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
through  action  of  its  National  Division, 
has  joined  with  the  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  as  a  “friend  of  the  court”  in 
opposing  the  Louisiana  Conference 
Resolution  which  is  attempting  to  test  the 
legal  right  of  church  boards  to  lend 
support  to  political  lobby  groups. 

The  division  has  filed  a  brief  with  the 
United  Methodist  Judicial  Council  which 
is  scheduled  to  act  on  the  issue  at  its 
meeting  in  New  Orleans  Nov.  7. 

The  specific  issue  involves  the  con¬ 
tribution  by  the  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  of  $1,000  to  the  Health  Security 
Action  Council,  a  political  lobby  group 
which  was  formed  to  promote  the  Health 
Security  Act  now  before  Congress. 
Missions  agency  opposes 
New  Jersey  gambling  bill 

ATLANTIC  CITY  —  Members  of  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Global 


Ministries  voted  unanimously  here  Oct. 
24  for  a  resolution  opposing  casino-type 
gambling  in  New  Jersey. 

Stating  that  the  church  opposes 
gambling  as  “a  menace  to  society,”  the 
resolution  said  “there  is  strong  evidence 
that  casino  gambling  would  in  the  long 
run  increase  taxes,  promote  crime  and 
penalize  the  poor.” 

The  casino  gambling  issue  will  come  to 
a  statewide  vote  in  New  Jersey  Nov.  5. 
World  Division  objects  to 
President’s  Korean  visit 

ATLANTIC  CITY  —  The  agency 
responsible  for  the  world  mission 
outreach  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
has  voted  to  urge  President  Gerald  Ford 
to  cancel  his  planned  visit  to  South  Korea 
in  protest  of  “the  oppressive  govern¬ 
ment”  of  Korean  President  Park  Chung 
Hee. 

The  World  Division  of  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  in  a  meeting  here  Oct. 
24  approved  a  letter  to  President  Ford 
prepared  by  its  Asia  Team  which 
criticized  both  the  timing  and  the  manner 
of  the  scheduled  visit. 

The  letter  points  out  instances  of  "anti- 


Asian-American  caucus  objects 
to  Newscope  quote 

ATLANTIC  CITY  —  The  Asian- 
American  Caucus  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  has  asked  the 
Evangelical  Mission  Council  (EMC) 
publicly  to  retract  and  apologize  for  a 
statement  attributed  to  the  EMC  in  a 
recent  article  in  “Newscope”  a  weekly 
United  Methodist  newsletter  which  is 
circulated  nationally. 

The  objectionable  quote  was  attributed 
by  “Newscope”  to  Dr.  David  A. 
Seamands,  chairman  of  the  EMC 
executive  committee,  following  a 
dialogue  between  the  EMC  and 
representatives  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  in  Chicago  in  early  October. 
Dr.  Seamands  was  quoted  as  questioning 
publicly  the  “track  record”  of  the  Rev. 
Jiro  Mizuno,  who  has  been  appointed 
church  extension  coordinator  for  the 
World  Division. 

Dr.  Seamands  has  denied  making  the 
statement,  saying  the  questions  ex¬ 
pressed  by  EMC  were  not  about  Mr. 
Mizuno  personally,  but  on  the  level  of  his 
position.  He  said  the  EMC  had  noped  for 


.<Assocaite  General  Secretary  and  had 
hoped  for  some  consultation  in  the 
selection  of  the  person  to  fill  the  position. 
He  said  there  was  no  intention  to  slight 
Mr.  Mizumo’s  record. 

Pikeville  Hospital  urged 
to  re-employ  former  strikers 

ATLANTIC  CITY— Directors  of 
Methodist  Hospital  in  Pikeville,  Ky.,  are 
being  encouraged  by  the  Health  and 
Welfare  Ministries  of  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries  to 
rehire  striking  employees  who  want  to 
return  to  their  jobs. 

The  Pikeville  strike,  which  lasted 
nearly  two  and  a  half  years,  ended  in  late 
October,  but  some  30  striking  employees 
who  have  asked  to  return  to  their  jobs 
have  been  told  by  hospital  ad¬ 
ministrators  that  no  jobs  are  currently 
available. 

Division  members  voted  unanimously 
Oct.  23  during  their  annual  meeting  here 
to  urge  hospital  management  to  rehire 
the  strikers  “as  soon  as  possible.”  The 
division,  however,  has  no  authority  to 
mandate  such  a  rehiring. 

Chilean  Bishop  supports  new 
government  in  Chile 

ATLANTIC  CITY— Bishop  Juan 
Vasquez  of  the  Evangelical  Methodist 
Church  of  Chile  said  at  a  press  con¬ 
ference  here  during  the  annual  meeting 
of  the  United  Methodist  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  that  a  “distorted  image”  of 


democratic  policies”  in  Soyth  Korea,  a  position  to  be  created  at  the  level  of 
during  recent  months  and  states  that  -  *  -  *  *  * 

President  Ford  will  be  lending  support  to 
the  repression  of  human  rights  in  Korea 
by  his  visit.  The  letter  also  objects  on  the 
grounds  that  the  Korean  visit  was 
“tacked  on  to”  the  President’s  visit  to 
Japan  reinforcing  the  “long  history”  of 
the  United  States  looking  at  Korea  as  “no 
more  than  an  extension  of  U.S.-Japan 
relations.” 

The  letter  goes  on  to  ask  that  if  it  is 
impossible  to  cancel  the  trip,  that  the 
President  let  it  be  known  while  in  South 
Korea  that  the  United  States  is  not 
pleased  with  conditions  of  repression  in 
that  country. 

National  Division  seeks  to  limit 
grains  for  alcohol 

ATLANTIC  CITY— The  National 
Division  of  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
voted  here  Oct.  24  to  urge  drastic 
limitations  be  placed  on  the  amount  of 
grains  and  proteins  that  are  being  used  in 
alcoholic  beverages  and  pet  foods. 

The  division  recommended  that  the 
Interdivisional  Task  Force  on  World 
Hunger  consider  promoting  such 
limitations  in  the  face  of  increasing 
needs  for  grain  and  other  protein  foods  to 
feed  hungry  persons  around  the  world. 

United  Methodist  groups  asked 
to  employ  war  resisters  fairly 

ATLANTIC  CITY— War  resisters 
returning  to  the  United  States  under 
President  Gerald  Ford’s  “earned 
reentry"  program  should  be  employed 
by  United  Methodist  groups,  but  not  at 
the  expense  of  fair  employment  prac¬ 
tices,  according  to  a  resolution  passed 
here  Oct.  24  by  the  denomination’s 
Health  and  Welfare  Ministries  Division. 

The  resolution  calls  for  hiring  of  war 
resisters  at  “prevailing  wages”  but  not 
at  the  expense  of  other  persons  caught  in 
the  “general  unemployment  situation.” 

Division  members  said  the  purpose  of 
the  resolution  is  to  warn  United 
Methodist  agencies  against  hiring 
resisters  at  salaries  below  that  which 
their  qualifications  would  normally 
dictate  just  to  “give  them  work.”  It  was 
also  said  to  be  a  warning  against  making 
other  members  of  the  work  force  take  a 
back  seat  to  the  resisters  in  competition 
for  available  jobs. 

Priority  on  scholarships 
still  to  go  outside  of  U.S. 

ATLANTIC  CITY-Crusade 
Scholarships,  grants  which  have  helped 
provide  educational  opportunities  for 
students  around  the  world  since  1944,  will 
continue  to  be  given  in  1975  to  more 
students  outside  the  United  States  than  to 
Americans. 

With  a  tie-breaking  vote  necessary 
from  its  presiding  officer,  the  Crusade 
Scholarship  Committee  of  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
voted  here  Oct.  25  to  administer  65  per 
cent  of  the  scholarship  funds  through  the 
World  Division  and  35  per  cent  through 
the  National  Division.  That  will  send 
$252,000  to  students  granted  scholarships 
outside  of  the  United  States  in  1975  and 
$170,000  to  minority  students  in  this 
country. 


Chile  has  been  given  out  by  persons  who 
have  left  that  country  since  the  Sep¬ 
tember  1973  coup. 

Saying  leaders  of  the  ruling  military 
government  are  not  “illiterate 
blockheads”,  he  complained  that  a  better 
image  has  been  given  of  the  new 
government  by  non-Methodists  than  by 
some  Methodists. 

Bishop  Vasquez  acknowledged  there 
has  been  “much  repression”  since  the 
new  government  took  power,  but  he  says 
the  leaders  have  now  agreed  to  release 
2,000  prisoners,  forcing  500  of  them  to 
leave  Chile. 

Board  of  Global  Ministries 
urges  health  bill  passage 

ATLANTIC  CITY— In  a  unanimous 
resolution  during  its  annual  meeting 
here,  the  United  Methodist  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  called  for  passage  by 
Congress  of  “a  national  health  care  plan 
for  all  Americans”  which  would  include 
coverage  “for  the  long  term  patient  and 
the  chronically  ill.” 

The  resolution  went  on  to  express 
“appreciation  for  Medicare  and  the 
substantial  contribution  it  has  made 
toward  better  medical  cart"  for  the 
aged.” 


TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 

ATLANTIC  CITY  —  While  persons  all 
over  the  world  were  struggling  for 
enough  food  to  eat,  members  of  United 
Methodism’s  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
meeting  here  Oct.  21-27  were  discovering 
that  sometimes  Americans  have  a  hard 
time  being  hungry  even  when  they  want 
to  be. 

It  all  started  last  spring  when  the  board 
agreed  that,  as  a  symbolic  gesture  in 
sympathy  with  world  hunger,  meals  for 
the  annual  meeting  would  be  “poverty 
level”  with  both  the  quantity  and  caloric 
intake  planned  roughly  to  equal  that  of 
persons  living  in  poverty. 

The  plan  looked  simple  enough  until 
negotiations  began  with  the  two  hotels 
here  in  Atlantic  City  which  were  to  house 
and  feed  persons  attending  the  board 
meetings.  “We  can’t  do  it,”  came  the 
word  from  hotel  management.  “Our 
kitchen  staff  is  already  contracted  and 
our  facilities  are  not  equipped  to  serve 
such  meals.” 

As  a  compromise,  however,  hotel 
management  agreed  to  serve  one 
symbolic  “poverty  type”  meal  during  the 
board’s  opening  banquet  Oct.  22.  Yet  by 
the  time  that  meal  was  over,  most  board 
members  were  questioning  exactly  what 
the  symbolism  meant. 

The  meal  was  served  in  the  Shelburne 
Hotel  ballroom  with  board  numbers, 
staff  persons  and  guests  sitting  nine  to  a 


table.  Flanking  the  china  plates  on  the 
linen-covered  tables  were  three  forks, 
two  knives,  two  spoons,  a  water  gobblet 
and  a  cup. 

Waiters  in  short  red  jackets  and 
waitresses  in  white  aprons  and  red 
dresses  started  the  poverty  meal  by 
distributing  slices  of  honey  dr  nelon 
perched  high  atop  silver  ice  cups.  The 
slices  were  passed  out  three  to  a  table 
and  then  cut  into  pieces  and  shared. 

The  main  course  turned  out  to  be  roast 
beef  with  gravy  —  one  piece  per  person; 
potatoes,  which  were  shared  on  the  basis 
of  one  for  every  three  persons  at  the 
table;  and  a  helping  of  green  beans  (with 
almonds,  no  less)  which  were  divided. 

Dessert  turned  out  to  be  an  ice  cream 
layer  cake  with  cherry  sauce  —  one 
healthy  portion  being  shared  by  groups  of 
three  persons  each. 

By  the  time  the  meal  ended,  few 
persons  seemed  to  be  greatly  impressed 
by  the  symbolic  gesture  they  had  just 
been  a  part  of. 

Probably  even  less  impressed  had  been 
the  waiters  and  waitresses  who  have 
viewed  the  meal  from  the  outside. 

“It  was  the  silliest  thing  I’ve  ever 
seen,”  one  waiter  said  when  asked  for  a 
reaction  after  the  meal. 

“I  don’t  understand  what  it  was  all 
about,”  another  replied. 

“Amen,”  interjected  a  passing  board 
member  who  heard  the  comment. 


Board  reflects  on  its  theology 


TM/  UMR  STAFF  SPECIAL 

ATLANTIC  CITY  —  A  long-planned 
search  for  “the  theology  of  mission  in  the 
70’s”  by  the  United  Methodist  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  got  under  way  here 
Oct.  21-27. 

It  featured  the  theological  reflections 
and  proddings  of  a  15-person  panel  of 
“reflectors”  from  various  Christian 
viewpoints.  After  five  days  of  presen¬ 
tations,  discussions  and  debates  it  ended 
with  more  questions  than  answers. 

The  need  to  sort  out  a  theology  of 
mission  was  first  agreed  upon  by  the 
board  in  1972,  and  recently  has  been 
urged  by  evangelicals  within  the  church, 
but  little  had  been  done  to  put  the  idea 
into  action  until  this  year’s  meeting.  The 
basic  method  in  the  theological  search 
was  to  gain  exposure  to  a  wide  variety  of 
Christian  stances  on  mission  by  listening 
to  the  reflections  of  the  guest  panel.  This 
was  to  be  the  “seed”  meeting  —  a 
beginning  in  a  process  which  board 
members  hope  will  bear  fruit  in  the 
months  ahead. 

And  although  opinions  on  the  worth  of 
the  whole  process  in  light  of  the  time  it 
required  varied  from  board  member  to 
board  member,  few  denied  by  the  time  it 
was  over  that  a  number  of  seeds  in  fact 
had  been  planted. 

The  team  of  reflectors  grappled  both  in 


Women’s  Division  objects 
to  television  6soap  operas’ 


ATLANTIC  CITY  (UMC)— The  impact 
of  the  mass  media  on  women  through 
such  programming  as  soap  operas  and 
game  shows  as  well  as  advertising  will 
come  under  close  scrutiny  by  the 
Women’s  Division  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

A  media  research  monitoring  project 
to  discover  the  influence  of  the  media  on 
women,  particularly  the  socialization  of 
women,  was  approved  by  the  division’s 
board  of  directors  at  its  annual  meeting 
here  Oct.  18-21. 

The  board  designated  $10,000  to  initiate 
the  project  which  will  be  administered 
through  the  division’s  Committee  on 
Women’s  Concerns. 

The  action  came  just  as  news  broke 
that  NBC-TV  is  planning  to  expand  one  of 
its  soap  operas  from  30  minutes  to  one 
hour  a  day  beginning  next  January,  and 
there  has  been  speculation  that  if  the 
NBC  experiment  is  successful,  the  other 
television  networks  may  follow  suit. 

The  division  affirmed  a  statement 
adopted  by  a  consultation  on  the  Single 
Woman  in  Church  and  Society,  sponsored 
last  summer  by  the  division,  calling  on 
the  denomination’s  bishops  to  adhere  to 
the  church’s  law  guaranteeing  ap¬ 
pointments  for  all  ordained  ministers 
including  clergywomen. 

The  board  also  supported  “the  validity 


and  wholeness  of  singleness  as  a  choice 
of  lifestyle  and  urged  the  church  “in  its 
advocacy  role  of  human  worth  to  take 
seriously”  such  choice  of  lifestyle.  In  a 
related  action,  the  division  designated 
$40,000  for  scholarships  and  grants  for' 
women  in  seminary  and/  or 
clergywomen.  The  funds  will  be  ad¬ 
ministered  by  the  Committee  on 
Women’s  Concerns  under  guidelines 
developed  by  the  committee. 

The  board  further  approved  for  con¬ 
sideration  and  implementation  the 
development  of  programs  and  resource 
materials  on  human  sexuality  and 
“Accepting  and  Supporting  Women  as 
Clergy.” 

Through  its  section  of  Christian  Social 
Relations,  the  board  received  the  report 
of  a  joint  study  project  on  Revenue 
Sharing  in  the  South.  Funded  by  the 
Women’s  Division  and  utilizing  volun¬ 
teers  recruited  through  local  United 
Methodist  Women’s  units,  the  report  was 
compiled  by  the  American  Friends 
Service  Committee,  which  provided 
technical  and  resource  aspects  for  the 
project. 

The  report,  “Revenue  Sharing  in  the 
South:  A  New  Tool  of  Discrimination,” 
charges  that  “with  few  minor  ex¬ 
ceptions”  revenue  sharing  funds  are  not 
used  to  meet  social  needs. 


their  oral  presentations  and  their  written 
reports  with  basic  questions  of  “Why  are 
we  in  mission?”  and  “What  is  our 
mission?”  Yet  their  sharpest  focus 
seemed  to  be  on  viewing  the  “practical 
theology”  they  observed  working  in  the 
board.  They  saw  four  separate 
theological  struggles  going  on  and  in  a 
final  presentation  listed  them  as: 

1.  Institution  vs  Institutionalism.  Dr. 
J.  Robert  Nelson,  a  reflection  team 
member  and  former  dean  of  the  Boston 
University  School  of  Theology,  spoke  to 
this  issue  calling  for  a  constant  guard 
against  our  church  as  an  institution 
becoming  our  master. 

“There  is  nothing  sinful  about  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  working 
through  and  as  an  institution.  Yet  when 
we  allow  our  institutions  to  become  ends 
in  themselves  (institutionalism)  they 
become  our  enemies  in  the  work  of  Jesus 
Christ,”  he  said. 

2.  Partial  response  to  total  demands. 
Speaking  to  this  issue  was  Shirley 
Tewari,  a  theological  student  and  a 
member  of  the  Church  of  North  India. 
She  criticized  what  she  called  the  board’s 
slow  dealings  with  “mundane”  business 
items  while  the  needs  of  peoples  all  over 
the  world  are  not  being  met. 

“We  talk  here  of  percentages  and 
dividing  up  money  from  a  big  bowl  in  the 
middle  of  the  -table  when  we  should  be 
sharing  what  we  have,”  she  said. 

3.  Rhetoric  vs  Reality  in  theology. 
Gerald  H.  Anderson,  former  missionary 
to  the  Philippines  and  presently 
associate  director  of  the  Overseas 
Ministries  Study  Center  in  Ventnor,  N.J., 
commented  on  this  conflict.  He  said  the 
board  had  not  done  enough  in  the  past  to 
formulate  a  theology  of  mission  based  on 
a  changing  world. 


“I  urge  you  to  make  it  a  top  priority," 
he  said.  ‘Two  years  ago  you  resolved  to 
give  it  priority  and  now  we  have  just 
begun.” 

4.  Corporation  vs  Community. 
Speaking  to  this  conflict  was  Arturo  R. 
Chacon,  a  Chilean  sociologist  and  United 
Methodist  now  living  in  Toronto,  Canada. 
He  spoke  of  the  church  as  both  a  cor¬ 
poration  and  a  community  and  said  we 
are  bound  to  live  in  the  “tension”  that 
such  diversity  creates. 

“The  touch  of  one  person  to  another  is 
what  we  remember,”  he  said,  recalling 
his  contact  as  a  boy  in  Chile  with  an 
elderly  woman  missionary  who  used  to 
give  him  chocolate.  “Yet  we  are  bound  to 
work  also  as  a  corporation  because 
Christ  has  chosen  us  to  work  together  for 
him.  We  have  not  chosen  each  other.  If  I 
were  to  choose  my  community  I  wouldn’t 
choose  you.  Yet  we  do  not  choose  each 
other,  God  chooses  us  together  for  Him.” 


RAISE  FUNDS  FOR  YOUR 
CHURCH,  CLUB  OR  CIVIC  GROUP 


Your  organization  can  sell  our  top  qual¬ 
ity  pecans  and  candy  to  raise  needed 
funds.  We  grow,  pack  and  ship  our 
own  pecan  meats,  attractively  pack¬ 
aged  in  cellophane  bags.  Whole  halves 
or  broken  pieces  available. 

And  now!  Boost  your  sales  and  prof- 
•ts  with  our  complete  line  of  homemade, 
individually  gift  boxed  pecan  candies. 

For  complete  details  and  wholesale 
price  lists,  write: 

D*pt.l3 

MASCOT  PECAN  COMPANY 

OUiiiivlll*,  OHr|la  30417 


QUINTILLIUS 

THE  STAR 
THAT  SHONE 

by  William  B. 
Thielking 


A  delightful  children's  story  about 
the  star  that  guided  Wise  Men  to  the 
Christ  child.  The  book  is  fully  illus¬ 
trated  in  color.  Something  both 
children  and  parents  will  enjoy. 
$1.50  each;  10  or  more  $1.30  each. 
Write  Dept.  N-11 

The  Upper  Room 

1908  Grand  Ave. 
Nashville,  Tenn.  37203 


Hearing  Loss  is  not 
a  Sign  of  Old  Age 

Chicago,  Ill. — A  free  offer  of 
special  interest  to  those  who 
hear  but  do  not  understand 
words  has  been  announced  by 
Beltone.  A  non-operating  mod¬ 
el  of  the  smallest  Beltone  aid 
ever  made  wrill  be  given  abso¬ 
lutely  free  to  anyone  request¬ 
ing  it 

Send  for  this  non-operating 
model  to  see  how  tiny  hearing 
help  can  be.  It’s  yours  to  keep, 
free.  The  actual  aid  weighs  less 
than  a  third  of  an  ounce,  and 
it’s  all  at  ear  level,  in  one  unit. 
No  wires  lead  from  body  to 
head. 

These  models  are  free  so 
write  for  yours  now.  Thousands 
have  already  been  mailed,  so 
write  today  to  Dept.  4013  Eal- 
tone  Electronics  Corp.,  4201 
W.  Victoria  St..  Chica^o|  Ill. 


PAGE  4 


We've  got  meetings 

Three  of  United  Methodism’s  four  general  program  boards  chose  to  hold  their 
annual  meetings  almost  simultaneously  this  year,  and  members  of  the  TM/  UMR 
editorial  staff  fanned  out  across  the  country  to  provide  readers  with  on-the-spot 
coverage.  On  this  page  and  elsewhere  In  this  issue  are  Clyde  Chesnutt’s  report  from 
the  Board  of  Church  and  Society  meeting  In  New  York,  Bud  Herron’s  coverage  of  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  meeting  in  Atlantic  City,  and  Pat  Sites’ report  of  the 
Board  of  Discipleship  meeting  in  St.  Louis. 

How  does  a  general  board's 
work  affect  local  churches ? 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER  NOVEMBER  1, ISM 

‘Church  and  Society’  charts  new  course 

Changes  in  executive  leadership  and  operational  style  initiated 


TM/  UMR  STAFF  SPECIAL 
NEW  YORK  —  How  does  the  business 
of  this  Board  affect  the  average  United 
Methodist  in  his/  her  local  church? 

That  was  the  question  TM/  UMR  put  to 
various  members  of  the  Board  of  Church 
and  Society  during  their  annual  meeting 
here  last  week. 

"I  frankly  don’t  know,”  said  a  ranch¬ 
er’s  wife  from  New  Mexico. 

“I  have  been  trying  for  several  years  to 
find  a  way  to  relate  our  Board  to  the  folks 
at  home,”  said  a  judge  from  Florida. 
“But  I  haven't  found  an  answer.” 

“Our  trouble  is  that  the  rhetoric  is 
running  heavy  but  the  action  is  running 
weak,”  said  a  black  laywoman  from 
Dallas. 

Bishop  Wilbur  Choy  of  Seattle,  Wash., 
said  that  the  Board  spent  too  much  time 
worrying  with  its  own  internal  structure 
and  too  little  time  giving  guidance  on  the 
big  issues  facing  the  church  and  the 
world. 

But  other  voices  in  the  90-member 
Board  spoke  more  encouragingly. 

“We  help  annual  conference  and  local 
church  chairpersons  in  the  area  of  social 
action  to  receive  information  and 
assistance,”  said  the  Rev.  Carolyn 
Stapelton,  campus  minister  at  Emory 
University,  Atlanta,  Ga.  “And  it’s  a  two- 
way  street;  they  help  us  with  information 
and  assistance  on  vital  issues,  so  we  can 
work  at  those  issues  from  a  national 
perspective.” 

Mrs.  William  A.  Hudson  of 
Philadelphia  said,  “I  think  our  members 
have  a  real  commitment  to  help  the  local 
churches.  We  are  setting  up  workshops 
regionally,  designing  a  manual  of  in¬ 
struction  for  social  action,  working  on 
models  and  examples  of  the  way  Church 
and  Society  groups  can  function  on 
emerging  issues,  offering  our  staff 
personnel  whenever  we  can  and  in¬ 
dividually  giving  time  in  our  own  con¬ 
ferences  In  social  issues.” 

Dr.  James  Laue  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.  may 
have  put  it  best.  “Our  Board  is 
designed,”  he  said,  “to  hejp  the  local 


church  in  those  social  issues  facing  the 
church  and  society.  But  we  also  are  a 
Board  that  must  face  issues  in  the 
national  and  international  life  on  behalf 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

“What  we  perhaps  need  most  from  the 
church,”  he  said,  "is  a  theology  of  grace, 
a  giving  without  expecting  to  receive.  We 
need  the  church  to  let  the  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  be  an  advocate  of 
people  —  even  when  those  people  do  not 
know  where  their  help  comes  from,  even 
when  our  own  church  people  do  not  fully 
understand  our  efforts.  When  we  lobby 
for  health  care  legislation  on  capitol  hill, 
we  may  help  millions  of  people  who  never 
credit  the  church  with  the  benefits  they 
receive. 

The  United  Methodist  sociologist 
continued:  “We  need  people  back  home 
willingly  to  give  the  Board  the  freedom 
not  just  to  pass  a  resolution  on  something 
like  the  illegal  and  unjust  Imprisonment 
of  Sara  Bad  Bull  in  South  Dakota ;  but  the 
ability  to  send  John  Adams  of  our  Board 
staff  up  there  to  help  get  her  out  of  jail. 
That’s  the  church  in  action,  in  mercy  and 
in  grace.” 


EVANSTON,  Ill.  (RNS)  —  One  of  the 
nation’s  most  prominent  United 
Methodist  congregations  has  received  a 
low  grade  in  humility  and  “tolerance  for 
genuine  diversity”  from  a  bishop  who 
acted  as  its  chief  pastor  last  summer. 

Bishop  Paul  Washburn  of  Chicago 
stepped  into  the  situation  at  First  UMC 
here  because  of  controversy  over  the 
ministry  of  Dr.  Dow  Kirkpatrick,  the 
senior  pastor. 

“I  find  so  many  persons  here  very  set 
in  their  ways,”  the  bishop  reported  to  a 
meeting  of  225  members  in  mid-October. 

"You  think  you  are  right  and  that 
others  have  to  agree  with  you  to  be 
right,”  he  said,  “You  have  a  very  limited 
sense  of  your  own  fallibility  and  since  you 
do  not  know  yourselves  as  fallible  you 
can’t  allow  anyone  else  to  be  so.  You 
simply  aren't  humble  when  it  comes  to 
taking  a  hard  line  on  what  you  believe.” 


Searching  for  love 


Those  sad  brown  eyes  of  five- 
year-old  Pichu  Mony  seem  to  be 
searching  for  someone  to  love  her 
and  provide  for  her  upkeep: 
someone  to  say.  “I  care!"  This 
tiny,  fatherless  girl  is  in  one  of  our 
orphanages  in  India,  and  we  need 
someone  to  help  us  keep  her  there. 
Will  you  help? 

WHAT  YOU  CAN  DO 
Sponsoring  Pichu  Mony  or  some 
other  child  in  one  of  our  or¬ 
phanages  in  India,  Guatemala, 
Brazil,  or  Korea  will  bring  a 
blessing  to  you  —  and  to  the  child. 
This  is  a  rewarding  undertaking 
for  a  single  person,  a  family,  or  a 
Sunday  School  class.  What  about 
presenting  it  to  your  youth  group? 
You  will  receive  complete  in¬ 
formation  on  "your”  child,  and  you 
may  write  him  if  you  wish.  The 
cost:  $10  per  month.  Where  else 
could  you  Invest  so  little  and 
receive  so  much?  WORLD'S 
CHILDREN.  INC.  is  approved  by 
the  U.  S.  government  so  that 
payments  are  tax  deductible. 
Investing  In  a  child  is  Investing  In 
eternity. 


CHjr - - -  j 
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Will*  TO:  «**  *  Mr*.  Albert  E.  Pw  ! 

rliMt,  WORLD'S  CHILDREN.  lac..  BnOI.  { 

Cheyenne.  Wyoming  Ottl.  < 


By  CLYDE  CHESNUTT 
TM/  UMR  Staff  Writer 

NEW  YORK  -  Exhibiting  a  new  mood 
of  member  participation  in  policy 
decisions  and  calling  for  a  new  style  of 
executive  leadership,  United 
Methodism’s  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  held  its  annual  meeting  in  the 
Church  Center  across  from  the  United 
Nations  here  last  week. 

In  a  two-hour  debate,  closed  to  the  staff 
and  press,  the  Board  reopened  the 
question  of  Dr.  A.  Dudley  Ward’s  con¬ 
tinuation  as  general  secretary  —  an 
issue  that  split  the  Board  and  almost 
ousted  Dr.  Ward  last  year.  This  year  the 
Personnel  Committee,  chaired  by  Dr. 
Bryan  Crenshaw  of  Columbia,  S.C., 
presented  a  proposal  to  renominate  Dr. 
Ward  for  1975  and  in  January  1976  to 
bring  in  a  general  secretary  designate 
who  would  assume  full  authority  of  the 
position  July  1,  1976.  Dr.  Ward  would 
remain  on  the  staff  through  December 
31, 1976  in  a  position  yet  to  be  negotiated. 
The  vote  by  secret  ballot  was  52  to  18  for 
the  proposal,  with  one  abstention. 

Many  persons  interpreted  the  vote  as  a 
compromise  which  both  expressed 
gratitude  for  more  than  20  years  of 
service  Dr.  Ward  has  given  the  church  in 
the  field  of  social  action,  and  also  ex¬ 
pressed  the  need  for  a  change  in 
executive  leadership  style. 

In  the  Personnel  Committee  proposal, 
Dr.  Ward  was  commended  for  building 
the  “strongest  social  action/  social 
witness  undertaking  possible.” 

At  the  final  plenary  session  Dr.  Ward 
presented  a  statement  in  which  he  said, 
"The  United  Methodist  Church,  its 
leaders  and  members  have  provided  the 
base  for  the  full  investment  of  my  per¬ 
sonal  resources  in  the  expression  of 
Christian  convictions  in  the  search  for 
justice  for  all  persons.”  He  offered  ap¬ 
preciation  to  persons  with  whom  he  had 
worked  and  noted  that  in  “an  orderly  and 
constructive  manner,”  a  transition  will 


Bishop  Washburn  said  he  found  the 
parishioners  “entrapped”  in  a  series  of 
polarizations  involving  authority, 
sociological  factors,  status,  “ser- 
vanthood,”  leadership,  discipleship  and 
social  witness. 

He  advised  that  “where  there  is 
polarization  the  pros  and  cons  are  both 
responsible  for  it.” 

First  Church,  Evanston  was  once  one 
of  the  largest  United  Methodist 
congregations  in  the  U.S.  During  the  past 
decade,  resident  membership  has 
dropped  from  3,500  to  1,200.  The  budget 
has  dropped  from  $235,000  to  $175,000 
annually. 

Some  members  last  June  held  Dr. 
Kirkpatrick,  minister  since  1962, 
responsible  for  the  losses.  Critics  said  the 
pastor  was  “arrogant”  in  dealing  with 
those  who  disregard  with  him;  sup¬ 
porters  said  he  was  upholding  a  “free 
and  prophetic  pulpit.”  The  minister  is 
active  in  many  social  causes,  and  the 
congregation  has  a  long-history  of  liberal 
sentiments. 

On  a  vote  of  282  to  212,  a  gathering  of 
500  persons  last  spring  voted  to  request 
Dr.  Kirkpatrick’s  reappointment 
elsewhere.  Bishop  Washburn,  who  makes 
ministerial  appointments  in  Northern 
Illinois,  said  he  needed  to  understand 
better  the  “dis-ease”  at  First  Church. 

The  bishop  reappointed  Dr.  Kirk¬ 
patrick  but  exercised  his  right  to  be 
active  chief  pastor  for  June,  July  and 
August. 

In  his  report,  Bishop  Washburn  did  not 
say  what  conclusion  he  might  have 
drawn  on  Dr.  Kirkpatrick  or  whether  the 
pastor  would  be  reassigned  to  the 
congregation  at  the  1975  annual  con¬ 
ference. 

“Even  the  poorest  minister  has  a  right 
to  this  pastoral  role,”  he  said  in  the 
report.  “I  look  with  disfavor  upon  at¬ 
tempts  to  deny  these  rights.  Many  will 
sooner  or  later  regret  such  events.  But 
here  are  others  who  believe  sincerely 
that  the  ministers  are  not  competent 
leaders  and  administrators. 

“Some  such  persons  take  a  stance 
against  the  ministers  to  dramatize  a  need 
for  a  change  in  leadership.  In  due  season 
this  matter  will  be  carefully  considered 
by  the  Pastor-Parish  Relations  Com¬ 
mittee,  the  pastors,  the  district 
superintendent  and  the  bishop.” 

Bishop  Washburn  said  that  he  and  the 
Rev.  Thoburn  Anderson,  the  district 
superintendent,  had  talked  with  more 
than  100  persons  and  taken  part  in  27 
congregational  events. 

The  question  for  First  Church,  he  said, 
is,  “Can  we  count  upon  you  to  seek  a 
faithful  future  for  your  church?” 

He  offered  the  services  of  two  persons 
reportedly  skilled  in  group  dynamics, 
conflict  management  and  planning  for 
the  future  in  assisting  the  congregation. 

The  two  specialists,  on  the  conference 
staff,  will  give  whatever  hours  are 
needed  "for  the  sake  of  this  church's 
future,”  said  Bishop  Washburn,  who 
reminded  First  Church  that  the 
specialists  were  not  saviors. 

"Really,  you  must  save  yourselves,” 
he  stated,  adding:  “Surely  Christ  has 
need  of  this  church  but  many  cannot  see 
his  will  because  they  are  too  right 
too  angry  ...  too  trapped.  Would  you 
give  up  your .  .  rightness  your 
anger  .  .  your  prison,  to  participate  in 
finding  the  future  God  wants?” 


be  accomplished.  The  Board  members 
gave  him  a  standing  ovation. 

'Priorities  Committee'  created 

In  another  move  to  restyle  the  func¬ 
tions  of  the  90-member  Board  chaired  by 
Bishop  James  Armstrong,  Aberdeen, 
S.D.,  members  voted  to  create  a 
Priorities  Planning  Committee  (PCC). 
As  explained  by  the  chairperson  of  the 
task  force  which  presented  the  proposal, 
Dr.  James  Laue  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  the 
PPC  would  list  the  major  priorities  on 
which  staff,  finances  and  the  Board 
would  focus.  The  Board  directed  PPC  to 
begin  its  work  immediately. 

The  PPC,  according  to  several 
members,  opens  the  possibility  that  the 
divisions  of  the  Board  (World  Peace, 
Human  Relations,  General  Welfare  and 
Emerging  Social  Issues)  might  be 
abolished  and  the  Board  restructured  in 
some  other  manner. 

Accenting  the  concern  for  a  closer 
relationship  to  home  base,  Board 
members  directed  the  PPC  to  examine 
carefully  priority  programs  which  would 
“inform,  train  and  organize  United 
Methodists  in  action  for  doing  justice”  in 
districts,  conferences  and  jurisdictions. 

The  Board  was  especially  appreciative 
of  the  efforts  of  the  Rev.  John  Adams,  the 
“Henry  Kissinger”  of  the  Church  and 
Society  staff.  His  part  was  acknowledged 
in  bringing  justice  and  reconciliation  to 
persons  in  the  Attica,  N.Y.  prisoner 
dispute,  the  Wounded  Knee,  S.D.  Indian 
situation,  the  Kent  State,  Ohio,  Student- 
National  Guardsman  legal  suit  and  the 
Pikesville,  Ky.  Methodist  Hospital  labor 
issue. 

Balanced  budget  approved 

In  other  actions  the  Board  approved  a 
$1,155,862  budget  for  1975,  which  Finance 
chairperson  Mrs.  Arthur  Styron,  Atlanta, 
Ga.,  said  contained  no  deficit  spending 
for  the  first  time  in  recent  years. 

Members  also  approved  guidelines  for 
administering  the  Hugh  Moore  Fund,  an 
estate  of  approximately  $1,500,000 
bequeathed  to  the  Board  “solely  for  the 
purpose  of  arresting  population  growth  in 
the  world.” 

The  issues  facing  the  world  concerned 
the  Board  members  as  each  division 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  There  is  hope 
for  the  ecumenical  movement.  And 
“mutual  responsibility,”  “visions”  and 
more  “listening  to  God”  are  the  keys  to 
promoting  the  drive  for  church  unity. 

These  are  the  attitudes  of  four 
ecumenists  who  were  asked  by  the 
National  Council  of  Churches  to  take 
hard,  honest  looks  at  the  Christian  unity 
movement  and  to  give  diagnoses  and 
prognoses. 

The  panel  discussion  on  the  future  of 
ecumenism  was  one  of  the  high  points  of 
the  council’s  fall  Governing  Board 
meeting  here.  And  though  the  panel 
members  were  sharply  critical  of  the 
movement’s  current  trends,  they  were 
still  optimistic  about  its  future. 


NEW  YORK  —  A  clergyman  who  is, 
with  one  unique  exception,  the  first 
American  arrested  and  tortured  in  Brazil 
arrived  here  Oct.  17  after  being  deported 
by  the  Brazilian  military  government. 

The  Rev.  Frederick  Morris,  41,  ex¬ 
pressed  “profound  gratitude”  to  the  U.  S. 
diplomatic  corps  in  Brazil  for  demanding 
his  release  and  working  to  assure  his 
human  rights  during  a  17-day  ordeal. 

An  “on-leave”  United  Methodist 
missionary,  Mr.  Morris  was  seized  on 
Sept.  30  in  Recife  and  placed  on  a  New 
York-bound  airliner  in  Rio  de  Janeiro  on 
the  night  of  Oct.  16. 

Arrested  on  "vague”  charges  of 
suspicion  of  subversion,  the  clergyman 
was  particularly  appreciative  of  the 
efforts  of  U.  S.  Ambassador  John  H. 
Crimmins  and  Richard  Brown,  the 
American  consul  in  Recife. 

He  denied  involvement  in  any  sub¬ 
versive  activities  in  Brazil  and  con¬ 
firmed  reports  that  he  was  tortured. 

Based  on  first-hand  information 
provided  by  Mr.  Brown,  it  was  the  U.  S. 
Embassy  which,  in  an  unprecedented 
move  in  Brazil,  announced  the  torture  of 
Mr.  Morris. 

Ambassador  Crimmins  issued  a 
vigorous  protest  to  the  Brazilian 
government,  which  consistently  denied 
that  Mr.  Morris  was  tortured,  despite 
Mr.  Brown’s  declaration  that  he  saw 
bruises  on  the  clergyman’s  back,  but¬ 
tocks  and  wrists. 

While  torture  of  political  prisoners  by 
Brazil  has  been  alleged  for  years,  few  U. 
S.  citizens  have  had  experiences  similar 
to  those  of  Mr.  Morris. 

The  speedy  resolution  of  the  Morris 
case  is  in  great  contrast  to  the  fate  of 
other  persons  under  the  Brazilian 
military  government  which  has  been 
denounced  in  the  past  by  United 
Methodist  officials.  According  to  reports, 
at  least  16  persons  have  “vanished” 
druing  the  past  13  months. 

The  Rev.  L.  M.  McCoy,  executive 
secretary  for  Brazil  in  the  Latin 
American  office  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  commented  that  “the  case  of 
Fred  Morris  is  only  the  most  recent  in¬ 
cident  of  the  violation  of  individual 
human  rights  by  the  government  of 
Brazil  which  we  have  been  denouncing 
for  10  years.” 

Although  no  formal  charges  have  been 


spent  hours  hammering  out  position 
statements  on  specific  matters.  Included 
among  the  positions  later  adopted  by  the 
entire  Board  ~  few  unanimously  but  all 
overwhelmingly  --  were: 

•  A  call  to  churches  to  cooperate  in 
ministering  to  persons  who  accepted 
President  Ford's  “earned  reentry”  plan 
for  draft  resisters  and  deserters  while  at 
the  same  time  continuing  to  press  for  a 
more  inclusive  amnesty  program. 

•  Concurrence  with  a  recent  National 
Council  of  Churches’  resolution  urging 
“full  implementation”  of  the  Boston 
school  busing  desegregation  order  and 
commended  churches,  laity  and  clergy  in 
Boston  and  other  communities  who  are 
making  courageous  efforts  to  help  people 
comply  with  court-ordered  busing 
programs.  That  more  violence  has  not 
occurred  is,  in  part,  because  of  their 
efforts.” 

•  Opposition  to  legalized  casino-type 
gambling  in  New  Jersey. 

•  Advocacy  that  the  federal  govern¬ 
ment  develop  food  resources  to  care 
for  emergency  needs  in  the  face  of  world 
hunger  and  immediate  sharing  of  food  by 
those  nations  with  high  consumption 
levels,  such  as  the  U.S.,  “supported  by 
conscious  changes  in  personal  life  style 
in  order  to  feed  hungry  persons.” 

•  Support  for  United  Methodist 
churches  and  other  organizations  which 
seek  the  “dropping  of  all  charges” 
against  those  indicted  (the  inmates)  in 
the  1971  Attica,  N.Y.  Correctional 
Institute  confrontation. 

•  Endorsement  of  a  statement  by  the 
Religious  Coalition  for  Abortion  Rights 
opposing  the  so-called  “Conscience 
Clause”  that  would  allow  institutions 
receiving  federal  funds  to  refuse  to 
provide  a  full  range  of  medical  services, 
including  legal  abortion,  while  at  the 
same  time  acknowledging  an  in¬ 
dividual's  right  to  refuse  to  participate  in 
such  procedures. 

The  Board  also  evidenced  some  ap¬ 
prehension  about  the  case  to  be  decided 
November  7  by  the  Judicial  Council  (see 
TM/  UMR  October  25).  The  issue, 
brought  by  the  Louisiana  Conference, 
asks  for  a  ruling  whether  the  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  can  give  a  sum  of 
money  to  a  group  lobbying  for  health 
care  in  Congress  without  specific 


Panel  members  were  Dr.  Cynthia 
Wedel,  immediate  past  president  of  the 
National  Council;  the  Rev.  Arie  Brower, 
executive  secretary  of  the  Reformed 
Church  in  America;  Father  David  J. 
Bowman,  S.  J.,  a  Council  staff  member; 
and  Dr.  Paul  Crow,  chief  ecumenical 
officer  of  the  Christian  Church  (Disciples 
of  Christ.) 

Dr.  Jorge  Lara-Braud,  the  National 
Council’s  executive  for  Christian  faith 
and  order,  was  the  moderator. 

The  topic,  “Future  of  Ecumenism,” 
was  initially  allocated  only  a  half-hour  on 
the  agenda,  but  the  time  was  doubled 
when  a  preview  of  the  presentation  in  a 
small  group  evoked  intense  enthusiasm. 

Dr.  Brower,  perhaps  hardest  on  the 


lodged  against  Mr.  Morris  by  the 
Brazilian  government,  the  United 
Methodist  mission  executive  said,  his 
arrest  was  tied  in  Brazilian  newspapers 
to  reports  of  his  being  a  communist 
agent,  a  CIA  operative,  or  a  “double 
agent.” 

“I  think  I  can  safely  say  that  those 
accusations  are  false,”  said  Dr.  McCoy. 
“I  have  known  Fred  Morris  for  a  number 
of  years  and  have  full  confidence  in  him 
as  a  Christian  and  a  person  committed  to 
justice.” 

Mr.  Morris  said  that  his  Christian-faith 
was  an  important  sustaining  force  during 
his  imprisonment. 

“I  had  not  realized  how  deep  my  faith 
was,"  he  said.  “It  had  not'  been  tested 
before.  I  felt  the  presence  of  the  Holy 
Spirit.” 


authority  from  the  General  Conference. 
Attorneys  for  the  Board  briefly  explained 
their  position  which  argued  that  the 
Board  was  fully  within  its  bounds  as  set 
forth  by  the  highest  legislative  body  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church  —  the 
General  Conference. 

Food  problem 
worsens  as  U.S. 
pulls  back  aid 

NEW  YORK  (UMC)  —  The  United 
States’  retreat  from  economic  aid  to 
other  nations  “is  a  way  of  assuring  the 
problems  will  get  worse,”  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Church  and  Society 
was  told  here  Oct.  26. 

Arthur  Simon,  New  York,  executive 
director  of  Food  for  the  World,  a  new 
“citizens  lobby  for  hungry  people,”  said 
the  U.S.  response  to  poor  countries  has 
declined  as  the  problem  grew  —  from  11 
per  cent  of  the  national  budget  in  the  late 
1940s  to  about  one  per  cent  now. 

“Hunger  is  a  profoundly  political 
issue,”  Mr.  Simon  declared,  and  is  the 
victim  of  a  “citizenship  gap”  —  those 
who  care  failing  to  make  their  concerns 
known  to  those  who  make  decisions. 

While  eating  less  for  Americans  is 
important  toward  the  solution,  more  vital 
is  arranging  to  get  the  saved  food  to  the 
hungry  and  to  help  poor  countries  in¬ 
crease  their  own  ability  to  produce  food, 
said  Mr.  Simon. 

The  speaker  called  population  growth 
and  the  “affluence  explosion”  the  largest 
factors  in  the  hunger  situation.  He  noted 
that  total  overseas  use  of  fertilizer  is 
approximately  equal  to  the  amount  used 
in  the  U.S.  for  non-productive  purposes 
such  as  lawns  and  golf  courses. 

The  Lutheran  minister-turned-director 
closed  his  address  by  saying  that 
Americans  would  not  decrease  their 
standard  of  living  by  providing  more  food 
for  the  world’s  hungry,  but  rather  they 
would  “improve  their  quality  of  living.” 
He  contrasted  “quantity”  —  the  glut  of 
goods  and  materials  —  with  "quality”  — 
the  Biblical  sense  of  living  with  only 
those  material  things  significant  to  good 
living. 


movement,  said  he  regretted  a  lack  of 
fellowship  among  ecumenists  and  the 
placing  of  emphasis  on  structures. 

“I  do  not  want  our  lives  to  be 
dominated  by  sections,  unit  committees, 
task  forces  boards  and  panels,”  he  said. 

The  future  of  the  ecumenical 
movement  lies  outside  itself,  he  said,  “in 
the  vision  of  the  new  heaven  and  the 
new  earth.” 

Dr.  Wedel,  an  Episcopalian,  said  the 
exciting  developments  of  the  movement 
in  the  first  half  of  the  20th  century  were 
sparked  mainly  by  infrequent  “mountain 
top”  gatherings. 

She  suggested  that  ecumenism  still 
needs  “mountain  top”  experiences  as 
well  as  more  “mutual  responsibility, 
openness,  communication  and  love  under 
the  judgment  of  God.” 

Dr.  Crow  said  ecumenists  themselves 
are  the  main  hindrance  to  the  movement. 
He  said  God  might  be  able  to  do  more  if 
ecumenists  got  out  of  the  way.  “Let  us 
relax  .  .  .  and  listen  to  God,”  he  said. 

The  Disciples  leader  asked  what  had 
happened  to  the  “joy  of  being  one  in 
Christ.”  He  called  for  ecumenical 
laughter  “at  our  own  insanity”  and  tears 
over  “our  failures.” 

Father  Bowman  suggested  that  the 
ecumenical  movement  should  look  to 
new  contacts  with  Pentecostals,  groups 
interested  In  asceticism  and  other 
spiritual  disciplines  outside  the  major 
Christian  traditions. 

The  Jesuit  also  called  the  ecumenical 
movement  a  “gift  of  God”  and  the 
Council  a  “grace  event”  that  can  reach 
out  to  all  Christians. 

At  a  press  conference  following  the 
Governing  Board  sessions,  NCC  presi¬ 
dent,  the  Rev.  W.  Sterling  Cary,  said  he 
felt  the  meeting  showed  that  the  NCC  is 
moving  beyond  a  view  that  “God  has 
called  Americans  to  deliver  the  world.” 
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Rate:  23c  per  word,  figure  or  Initial  per  In¬ 
sertion.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on 
contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  In  advance.  Minimum  charge  of  96.28 
Service  charge  or  blind  ads  11.00  per  Insertion 

HOMEPARENTS  NEEDED  for  child  care. 
These  are  full  time  positions  for  married 
couples  with  no  dependents.  In  addition  to 
salary,  we  provide  meals,  laundry  service, 
living  quarters  while  on  duty,  sick  laave;  also 
Insurance  and  retirement  programs  are 
available.  Applicants  must  be  non-smokers, 
norv-d linkers,  high  school  graduate,  preferably 
with  college  training.  These  positions  can 
provide  very  rewarding  experiences.  Please 
contact  the  personnel  Department.  Methodist 
Home.  1111  Herring  Ave..  Waco,  Xmm  76706. 

EDUCATIONAL  ASSISTANT.  Including  Youth 

Director  responsibilities,  some  music,  needed 
by  challenging,  growing  church  of  1.000 
members  In  beautiful  West  Palm  Beach. 
Florida.  Contact:  the  Rev.  William  S.  Echols. 
Pastor.  4401  Garden  Ave.,  West  Palm  Beach, 

Fla.  23400.  (305) -635-3073.  Competitive  salary 
depending  on  abllUy.  education  and  ex¬ 
perience. 

A  UNIQUE  OPPORTUNITY.  A  successful 
retired  salesman  or  minister  to  represent  one 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR  sought  for  United 
Methodist  community  center  and  small 
maternity  hospital  In  El  Paso.  Texas.  Previous 
experience  required,  fluency  in  Spanish 
language  desirable.  Apply:  Kenton  Clymtr, 

900  McKelllgon  Dr..  El  Paso.  Texas  79903. 

of  America's  fastest  growing  religious  radio 
programs  In  your  area.  Exceptionally  good 
Income  potential.  If  Interested,  write. 
Methodist  Hour,  Box  77.  Orlando.  Florida 

33803. 

200  HUMOROUS  ILLUSTRATIONS  FOR 
RELIGIOUS  SPEAKERS  8140  j  6  BibUcally- 
based  Discussion  Starters  for  Youth  on  LP 
Record.  88.00 j  "Folk  Christmas  Cantata  for 
Youth  Groups'*  .(Record.  Words,  Guitar 
Chords).  88.00.  Christian  Communications 
Laboratory.  P.  O.  Box  11038,  Knoxville,  Tenn. 

17919. 

FOR  SALE:  50  pews.  16'  long,  with  pads.  First 
Methodist.  Box  527,  Hereford,  Texas  79048, 

(806) -204-0770. 

LOOKING  FOR:  Full-time  director  of 

Education,  with  training  In  music.  Salary 
open.  Contact:  Rev.  Roy  A.  Flake.  First  United 
Methodist  Church.  Box  282.  Zephyrhllls.  Fla. 

33399,  (812) -782-2862. 

Cushion  For  Church  Pews 

COMFORT  AND  BEAUTY 

AT  PRICES  YOU 

CAN  AFFORD 

Flowers  Cushion  Service 

Phone  (617)  MIS-9203  Keene.  Texas  7*059 

NEW,  LARGE  SCRIPTURE  GREETING 
NOTES:  4  beautiful  designs.  12  notes.  Lovely 
gift.  Free  catalog.  Send  83.00.  Olive  Tree.  Box 

50.  Dept.  TM,  Brookevllle,  Md.  20729. 

REFORMATION  HERITAGE  TOett  to 
England.  France,  Germany.  Netherlands  with 
|  Bishop  and  Mra  McFerrln  Stowe.  Nine  daya 

beginning  April  7,  1975.  from  Dallas.  1649.  For 
brochure:  Bob  Sanders.  Box  793,  Winters. 
Texas  79567.  (913)-754-5213. 

Bishop  offers  congregation 
lesson  in  churchmanship 


Optimistic  despite  criticisms 

NCC  takes  a  hard  look  at  itself 


Tortured  U.M.  minister 
praises  U.S.  diplomats 
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Subscriptions 

THE  LOUISIANA  METHODIST 
is  published  each  Friday. 

Cost  of  a  single  subscription 
is  $2.50  per  year. 

Send  all  subscription 
reouests  to: 

AREA  PROVOST 

1114  American  Bank  Building 

200  Carondelet  St. 

New  Orleans,  Louisiana  70130 


News  stories 

Please  send  all  news  stories  and 
photographs  to. 

AREA  PROVOST 

1114  American  Bank  Building 
200  Carondelet  Street 
Now  Orleans,  Louisiana  70130 


The  building  complex  comprising  the 
Munholland  Church  in  Metairie  was 
dedicated  on  Sunday,  October  20.  Bishop 
Finis  A.  Crutchfield,  Jr.  and  New 
Orleans  District  Superintendent  Alfred 
L.  Norris  presided,  with  participation  by 
the  Reverends  Robert  H.  Jamieson, 
pastor;  Kent  A.  Kilbourne,  Associate 
pastor;  and  D.  W.  Poole,  former  pastor. 

Following  the  dedication  service  a 
mortgage  burning  ceremony  took  place 
in  front  of  the  church,  and  a  reception 
honoring  the  Bishop,  District  Superin¬ 
tendent  and  14  of  the  charter  members 
joining  the  church  in  1936,  was  held  on  the 
church  grounds. 

That  evening  the  congregation  par¬ 
ticipated  in  a  joyous  song  fest  of  favorite 
hymns  and  the  Harvest  and  Youth  Choirs 
performed. 

The  church’s  first  minister  was  the 
Rev.  Jolly  B.  Harper,  who  was  unable  to 
participate,  but  is  scheduled  to  preach  at 
a  future  date. 


=  Bishop’s  Message 

During  the  first  week  in  November  the  Judicial  Council  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  will  convene  in  New  Orleans  for  a  three-day  session.  The 
nine-member  Judicial  Council  is  the  Supreme  Court  of  Methodism,  ruling  on 
various  appeals  and  cases  involving  church  law.  Of  great  interest  to 
Louisianians  is  the  fact  that  one  of  the  distinguished  justices  is  our  own  Mr. 
Thomas  Matheny  of  Hammond,  lay  leader  of  the  conference,  and  one  of  the 
chief  hosts  for  the  council  session. 

The  conference  takes  justifiable  pride  in  Mr.  Matheny’s  role  in  the  court,  and 
through  the  cabinet  will  be  honoring  him  and  all  the  justices  at  a  small  dinner  at 
the  Royal  Orleans  on  November  7. 

The  court  has  urgent  matters  to  decide  at  its  important  sessions;  we  request 
your  prayers  for  the  meeting. 

Faithfully 


Faithfully 

Finis  A.  Crutchfield 


1974  UMY  Fellowship  Day 
at  SMU  will  see  SMU  vs. 
Baylor  football  game 


More  UMW  District 
meetings  reported 


Reports  of  District  UMW  meetings 
continue  to  be  sent  to  this  newspaper,  and 
this  week  we  add  New  Orleans  and 
Alexandria  to  the  list  of  successful 
gatherings. 

The  New  Orleans  meeting  was  held  at 
Mount  Zion  Church  on  October  13,  with 
Mrs.  Truman  L.  Ward,  President, 
presiding.  According  to  the  president,  the 
New  Orleans  District  has  2,100  UMW 
members,  from  a  variety  of  life  styles 
and  backgrounds.  Newest  unit  is  a 
Spanish  speaking  unit  at  Felicity  Church. 

Of  special  interest  for  the  afternoon 
was  a  symposium,  “Expanding  Concepts 
of  Mission.”  Taking  part  in  the  panel 
were  Mrs.  George  Duerson,  Mrs.  Robert 
Eggerton,  Mrs.  Glenn  Leslie,  and  Mrs. 
Maude  Harris,  District  Mission  Coor¬ 
dinators. 

Officers  continuing  are:  Mrs.  Truman 
L.  Ward,  President;  Mrs.  Ruth  Carter, 
Vice-President;  Mrs.  Doris  B.  Bell, 
Secretary;  Mrs.  A.  J.  Palazzo, 
Treasurer.  Newly-elected  officers  in¬ 
stalled  by  District  Superintendent,  the 
Rev.  Alfred  L.  Norris,  are:  Mrs.  William 


Youth  service  fund  -- 
“to  work  together  to  do 
something  worthwhile” 

By  ELLEN  BROWN 

The  Youth  Service  Fund  helps  many 
people  in  many  ways,  and  the  Conference 
Youth  Team  is  urging  that  all  per¬ 
sons  .  .  work  together  to  do  something 
worthwhile.” 

The  Youth  Service  Fund  is  raised  by 
United  Methodist  Youth  in  local  churches 
throughout  the  United  States,  and  the 
Louisiana  Conference  Youth  Team  has 
as  its  goal  a  giving  of  $1.00  per  youth 
member.  The  Youth  Team  is  not 
necessarily  asking  that  the  $1.00  per 
youth  be  a  direct  contribution,  but  points 
out  that  the  amount  can  be  raised  by 
service  projects  and  enlisting  the  help  of 
others  in  special  fund-raising  efforts.  In 
fact,  the  Youth  Team  specifically  notes 
that:  “Youth  Service  FYind  is  an  extra 
offering  by  youth,  to  youth  projects; 
therefore,  this  money  should  not  be  just 
donated  by  the  church,  but  worked  on 
and  achieved  by  the  youth,  to  be  a  true 
part  of  this  outreach.” 

Seventy  per  cent  of  all  money  raised  in 
Louisiana  is  spent  for  service  projects 
decided  upon  by  our  own  Conference 
Youth  Team.  The  remaining  30  per  cent 
is  allocated  by  the  national  youth  team. 

Last  year  funds  for  projects  in  our 
conference  went  to  an  Indian  Center  in 
Elton;  the  Methodist  Home-Hospital  in 
New  Orleans;  and  St.  James  Day  Care 
Center  in  Shreveport;  and  the  Kosadi 
Indians.  This  year’s  projects  include 
contribution  to  the  Felicity  bus  and 
helping  to  build  a  youth  camp  in  Hildego, 
Mexico.  This  will  be  the  only  United 
Methodist  camp  for  an  entire  conference 
in  Mexico,  and  it  will  serve  as  a  drug 
abuse  center. 

Conference  Churches  are  urged  to  help 
the  Youth  Team  in  this  effort  to  help 
others. 


Trinity  Church,  Jennings,  has  just 
completed  a  series  of  Sunday  night  study 
groups  on  Martin  Luther  and  the 
Reformation.  The  four  programs  in¬ 
cluded:  film  on  Martin  Luther;  “The 
Church  in  Luther’s  Time,”  by  Father 
Daigle,  a  Roman  Catholic  Priest;  “The 
Influence  of  Luther  to  the  United 
Methodists,”  by  the  Rev.  Eskel  Tatum, 
First  Church,  Jennings;  and  “The 
Influence  of  Luther  to  the  Lutherans,”  by 
the  Rev.  Allen  Schenk,  pastor  of 
Immanuel  Lutheran  Church,  Jennings. 

2  g  1,  U  7  4  5 
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Officers  of  hospital  medical  staff,  from  left:  Dr.  John  E.  McLachlan. 
member-at-large;  Dr.  Sidney  H.  Antln.  treasurer;  Dr.  James  E.  Brown,  chief  of 
staff;  Dr.  Paul  F.  Naccart,  secretary;  and  Dr.  William  S.  Renaudln,  vice  chairman. 

Methodist  hospital 

New  Orleans,  installs  officers 


Dr.  James  E.  Brown  has  been  elected 
Methodist  Hospital  chief  of  staff,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Paul  A.  Bjork,  executive 
director  of  the  hospital. 

Doctor  Brown,  who  has  previously 
served  as  vice  chairman  of  the  medical 
staff,  succeeds  Dr.  Robert  M.  Watson  as 
chief.  Other  officers  elected  for  the  1974- 
75  term  are:  Dr.  William  S.  Renaudin, 
vice  chairman;  Dr.  Paul  F.  Naccari, 
secretary;  Dr.  Sidney  H.  Antin, 


treasurer;  and  Dr.  John  E.  McLachlan, 
member-at  large. 

Newly  elected  officers  were  installed  in 
ceremonies  at  the  annual  installation 
dinner  Monday,  October  14.  Featured 
speaker  on  the  program  was  Lieut.  Gov. 
James  E.  Fitzmorris. 

Methodist  Hospital  is  the  only  hospital 
located  in  New  Orleans  East,  and  is  fully 
equipped  and  fully  accredited. 


Simpson  Church  celebrates 
20th  anniversary 


Simpson  Church,  Lake  Charles,  is  ob¬ 
serving  its  20th  anniversary  with  a  week- 
long  celebration  November  10th  through 
17th  according  to  the  Rev.  J.  C.  Skinner, 
pastor. 

Each  evening  event  will  be  highlighted 
by  a  fellowship  supper  and  guest  speaker 
including  the  following  returning  minis¬ 
ters:  The  Rev.  Ed  Haug,  Ted  Howes, 
Cleburne  Quaid,  Roy  Mouser,  Henry 


Bowdon  Sr.,  Stone  Caraway  and  Leonard 
Cooke. 

Community  leaders  including  the 
Mayor  of  Lake  Charles  will  participate. 
District  Superintendent  Byrl  Moreland 
will  represent  Bishop  Crutchfield. 

A  gala  celebration  is  planned  and 
many  musical  and  historical  highlights 
will  be  included  in  the  festivities. 


For  the  eighth  time  beginning  in  1966, 
Southern  Methodist  University  will  be 
host  to  the  United  Methodist  Youth 
groups  when  the  Mustangs  host  the 
Baylor  Bears  in  the  1974  season  and 
Southwest  Conference  finale  on 
November  23  in  the  famous  Cotton  Bowl. 

Kickoff  is  set  for  1:30  P.M.,  and 
thousands  of  UMY’s  are  expected  to 
attend.  SMU’s  new  athletic  director, 
Dick  Davis,  has  extended  the  invitation 
to  UMY  groups  from  the  Louisiana 
Conference  to  attend  at  a  reduced  ad¬ 
mission  in  cooperation  with  Baylor 
University.  The  invitation  is  open  to  any 
UMY  group  from  Texas,  Louisiana, 
Oklahoma.  New  Mexico  and  Arkansas. 

UMY  Day  was  first  observed  in  1966, 
when  the  Mustangs  won  a  21-3  thriller 
over  Roger  Staubach  and  his  Navy 
eleven  in  the  Cotton  Bowl.  That  year 
Athletic  Department  officials  had  an¬ 
ticipated  only  5,000  UMY  members  to 
accept  the  invitation,  but  there  were  over 
25,000  in  attendance.  Some  church 
leaders  believe  this  is  the  largest 
gathering  of  Methodist  youth  in  the 
history  of  the  church.  Since  then  there 
have  been  six  other  games  and  out¬ 
standing  attendance  with  the  most  recent 
the  first  UMY  Day  for  a  SWC  game  last 


year,  when  the  Ponies  rallied  in  the  final 
minute  for  21-19  triumph  over  TCU. 

Sponsors  of  groups  who  would  like  to 
take  their  members  to  Dallas  for  this 
year’s  game  are  asked  to  submit  their 
requests  to  the  SMU  Ticket  Office, 
Moody  Coliseum,  Dallas,  Texas  75275.  An 
application  blank  will  be  mailed  with 
information  on  how  tickets  may  be  or¬ 
dered.  The  requests  should  be  sent  in 
immediately.  A  special  rate  of  $1.00  for 
each  UMY  member  has  been  approved 
by  the  two  institutions  involved  and  by 
the  Cotton  Bowl  officials.  Adults  may  sit 
in  the  UMY  sections  by  purchasing  the 
general  admission  tickets  at  $3.00  each. 

Coach  Dave  Smith’s  1974  Mustangs  are 
expected  to  be  a  contender  for  the  SWC 
title. 

Said  Coach  Davis,  “We  are  again  most 
happy  to  extend  the  invitation  to  the 
UMY  groups,  and  hope  many  can  attend 
the  SMU-BAYLOR  game.  This  promises 
to  be  a  typical,  exciting  SWC  contest, 
played  in  the  warm,  friendly,  and  in¬ 
tercollegiate  atmosphere  in  the  Cotton 
Bowl.” 

Youth  and  their  sponsors  in  our 
Louisiana  Conference  are  urged  to  take 
note  of  this  event  and  to  attend  if 
possible. 


Around  our  Conference 


takes  action 

The  Conference  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  met  in  September  at  Wesley 
Church,  Baton  Rouge,  with  Dr.  John 
Bayliss,  Chairperson  presiding,  and  the 
Rev.  Jimmie  Pyles  leading  a  worship 
period. 

The  report  of  the  nominations 
recommended  by  the  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee  was  presented  and  all  nominees 
were  elected.  These  (In  addition  ta  the 
Chairperson)  include:  Vice  Chairperson, 
Dr.  L.  L.  Haynes;  Church  and  Com¬ 
munity  Officer,  Miss  Vernita  Booker; 
Support  Action  Ministry  Officer,  the  Rev. 
Kirby  Vining;  Church  Extension  Loans 
and  Grants  Officer,  the  Rev.  Don  Hall; 
Health  and  Welfare  Concerns  Officer,  the 
Rev.  Terral  Lowe;  Ecumenical  Affairs 
Officer,  Milton  Johnson;  elected 
members  to  Executive  Committee,  Dr. 
Marcus  Burks  and  Randy  Woodland; 
additions  to  Education  and  Cultivation 
Committee,  Mrs.  F.  E.  Kennon  and  Dr. 
Marcus  Burks.  Also  named  to  the  Con¬ 
ference  Council  on  Ministries  were  Dr. 
John  Bayliss  and  Miss  Vernita  Booker. 

The  Rev.  Garland  Dean  was  confirmed 
by  the  Board  as  Conference  Missionary 
Secretary. 

The  following  actions  were  taken  by 
the  Board:  policies  of  the  former  Board 
of  Missions  relative  to  Church  Extension 
Loans  and  Grants  (Journal,  pgs.  105, 106) 
retained  until  the  next  Executive 
Committee  meeting,  when  a  policy  for 
the  present  Board  would  be  established ; 
Don  Hall,  with  the  approval  of  the 
Executive  Committee  chairperson,  was 
empowered  to  authorize  the  Conference 
Treasurer  to  pay  funds  to  those  churches 
which  have  met  the  requirements  and 
are  eligible  to  receive  monies  from  the 
Revolving  Loan  Fund.  It  was  suggested 
that  the  status  of  the  Revolving  Loan 
Fund  be  published  in  the  Conference 
Journal. 

Also,  the  sum  of  $450  which  had 
been  appropriated  for  the  former  Town 
and  Country  Commission  be  used  to  fund 
a  training  seminar  for  Town  and  Country 
ministers;  also,  approval  of  a  Task  Force 
to  be  appointed  by  the  Chairperson  to 
study  conference  needs  and  sources  of 
support;  to  develop  plans  for  raising 
increased  funds  to  meet  these  needs;  and 
to  report  to  the  January  Board  meeting. 

Attention  was  called  to  two  major 
needs :  a  way  to  implement  Board  actions 
by  getting  out  information  to  local 
pastors;  and  the  need  to  relate  more 
actively  to  the  World  Division  work, 
especially  that  which  Bishop  Crutchfield 
has  visited  in  Brazil. 

The  following  Board  members  were  in 
attendance  at  the  meeting:  Dr.  John 
Bayliss;  Mrs.  G.  W.  Dameron, 
Secretary;  J.  P.  Woodland;  Randy 
Woodland;  Marcus  Burks;  Kirby  Vining; 
Mrs.  Robert  Compton;  Mrs.  Charles  B. 
McGowan;  Miss  J.  Vernita  Booker;  Ken 
McDowell;  W.  A.  Ford;  Garland  W. 
Dean,  Jr.;  Terral  Lowe;  C.  R. 
McCammon;  Ernest  Arnold;  Jimmie 
Pyles;  Don  Hall;  Ralph  Cain;  Bill 
McCutcheon;  Ray  Branton;  Howard 
Carter;  L.  L.  Haynes. 

Disaster  committee 


Much  has  been  happening  “Around 
Our  Conference”  with  a  never-ceasing 
pace  that  indicates  the  concerned  in¬ 
volvement  of  United  Methodists  in 
Louisiana.  This  newspaper  endeavors  to 
print  these  happenings  as  often  as 
possible,  and  if  your  particular  “item  of 
interest”  does  not  appear  when  you  had 
hoped  it  might,  please  be  patient  —  we 
work  with  a  space  problem! 

Here  are  some  of  the  things  that  keep 
Louisiana  United  Methodists  busy  and 
productive : 

Jefferson  Church  (Jefferson)  will  be 
the  scene  of  a  special  program  on 
November  8,  with  the  subject:  use  and 
abuse  of  drugs.  The  program  is  being 
presented  by  the  Committee  on 
Alcoholism  and  Drug  Abuse  for  Greater 
New  Orleans.  Continuing  its  program¬ 
ming  in  the  interest  of  the  community’s 
youth  and  family,  the  Church  invites  the 
public  to  share  in  its  programs.  Douglas 
L.  Davis  is  pastor. 


First  Church,  Lake  Arthur,  observed 
Homecoming  October  20.  with  the  Rev. 
Jack  S.  Winegeart,  former  pastor  as 
guest  speaker. 

The  church  was  organized  in  1890,  with 
Sunday  School  and  preaching  services 
being  held  in  temporary  quarters.  The 
first  building  was  erected  in  1891.  The 
present  sanctuary  was  built  in  1901.  The 
Rev.  Raymond  M.  Crofoot  is  pastor.  The 
Reverends  Winegeart  and  Crofoot  are 
shown  outside  the  church  building. 

The  Broadmoor  Church,  Shreveport,  is 
celebrating  its  35th  Anniversary  this  fall. 
Among  the  many  activities  connected 
with  the  celebration  was  a  “A  Great  Day 
of  United  Methodist  Singing,”  held 
November  3.  Dr.  Carlton  R.  Young  of 
Perkins  School  of  Theology,  editor  of  the 
METHODIST  HYMNAL,  compiler  of  the 
Saint  and  Sinners  songbook  and  the 
Genesis  songbook,  led  the  Songfest. 


Plans  are  being  made  for  a  special 
workshop  on  the  small  membership 
church  to  be  held  in  the  Ruston  District 
January  13-16,  1975,  one  of  three 
meetings  scheduled  for  the  Jurisdiction. 
Shown  here  are  leaders  in  a  planning 
session  held  at  Arcadia  Church:  Ray 
Branton.  Duane  Bruce,  Executive 
Director  of  the  South  Central  Jurisdic¬ 
tion:  and  District  Superintendent  Ed 
Thomas. 


Mrs.  W.  M.  Nolan  and  Mrs.  John  Cooke 
of  the  Oak  Ridge  Church,  represented  the 
Louisiana  Conference  at  the  recent 
Jurisdictional  Workshop  of  the  Com¬ 
mission  on  Archives  and  History  held  in 
Oklahoma  City.  Other  news  from  the  Oak 
Ridge  Church  concerns  dedication  of  the 
new  electric  sanctuary  organ.  The  organ 
was  a  gift  from  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Rolfe 
Windsor  and  sons  John  Jr.,  Ty,  and  Jeff, 
in  honor  of  Mrs.  Roy  C.  Windsor,  Sr.  and 
in  memory  of  Roy  C.  Windsor,  Sr.  L.  G. 
Wilson  is  pastor. 

•••*•• 

The  Pine-Grove-Montpelier  Charge  is 
holding  an  “Open  House”  at  the  new 
parsonage  in  Pine  Grove  on  November 
10.  Pastor  is  Jim  Constable. 

••*••• 

The  Rev.  James  Graham,  director  of 
Shreveport  Metro-Ministries,  attended  a 
meeting  of  the  South  Central  Jurisdic¬ 
tional  Task  Force  on  Urban  Ministries 
held  this  fall.  Members  of  this  Task 
Force  were  appointed  by  the  Jurisdiction 
Council  on  Ministries. 


Jones  Church,  Welsh,  held  a  successful 
Revival  in  late  September.  The  Rev.  R. 
M.  Harris,  pastor,  reports  that  eight  new 
members  were  baptized. 


St.  Mark  Church,  Alexandria,  recently 
celebrated  its  66th  Anniversary  and 
Homecoming.  Guest  preacher  was  the 
Rev.  Arthur  Hines,  and  the 
Newmanaires  of  Newman  Church  fur¬ 
nished  music.  The  Rev.  Nathaniel  Perry 
is  pastor. 


to  meet  Nov.  23 

The  Conference  Disaster  Committee 
will  meet  on  November  23  at  Horseshoe 
Drive  Church,  Alexandria,  according  to 
Chairman  Hubert  Blanchard. 

The  meeting  hours  are  10  A  M.  until 
12:30  P.M.,  and  a  number  of  items  are  on 
the  agenda.  Mr.  Blanchard  urges  a  full 
attendance. 


Retired  Ministers  home  number  15  in  Natchitoches  was  dedicated  by 
Superintendent  of  Alexandria  District,  Clyde  Clark.  Land  on  which  the  home  was 
built  was  a  gift  from  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sonny  Evans,  of  Natchitoches.  In  this  picture, 
from  left,  are  Don  Corley  and  Mrs.  Corley  of  Urania,  (daughter  of  the  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
Daniel  Deen);  the  Deens,  new  residents  of  the  home;  and  DS  Clyde  Clark. 


R.  McHugh,  Mission  Coordinator  for 
Supportive  Community;  Miss  Mildred 
Evans,  Sub-District  Four  Chairperson; 
Mrs.  Celina  Johnson,  Chairperson  of 
Committee  on  Nominations;  Miss  Annie 
Lincoln,  associate  treasurer. 

The  Alexandria  District  UMW  meeting 
was  held  at  Horseshoe  Drive  Church  in 
Alexandria  on  October  13,  with  Mrs. 
Finis  A.  Crutchfield,  Jr.  as  featured 
speaker.  Her  subject  was  “The  Joy  of 
Being  Alive  to  Christ’s  Mission.” 

Officers  of  the  Alexandria  District 
UMW  are:  President,  Mrs.  Luther  R. 
Rone,  Alexandria;  Vice-President,  Mrs. 
Sidney  B.  Evans,  Jr.,  Natchitoches; 
Secretary,  Mrs.  J.  A.  Stinson,  Alexan¬ 
dria;  and  Treasurer,  Mrs.  Richard 
Hoffpauir,  Pineville. 

Mrs.  Rone,  in  summing  up  the  event, 
said,  “This  was  the  most  wonderful 
meeting  we  have  ever  had  .  .  .  one  young 
lady  said  to  me  that  you  could  just  feel 
the  love  everywhere.  We  have  the  sup¬ 
port  of  our  ministers,  and  this  is  very 
important  in  order  to  have  a  successful 
UMW  organization!” 


Seen  at  the  Alex¬ 
andria  District 
UMW  meeting 
were,  from  left: 
Mrs.  Clyde  Clark, 
wife  of  the  District 
Superintendent ; 
Mrs.  Luther  Rone, 
District  President 
UMW;  and  Mrs. 
Finis  A.  Crutch¬ 
field,  Jr.,  featured 
speaker. 


Board  of  Global 
Ministries  meets 


Fred  Cathey,  Board  Chairman  lights  mortgage  with  former  Chairmen  of  Board  j 
and  Trustees  looking  on:  M.  H.  Cunningharn;  M.  D.  Fyfe;  Warren  Thornell,  ( not 
seen  —  behind  Cathey  —  R.  H.  Feild);  Rev.  Robert  Jamieson;  J.  W.  Mills.  Jr.;  H.  D. 
West;  B.  H.  Read;  and  Bishop  Crutchfield. 


Munholland  dedication  observed 


The  Rev.  Mr.  Poole,  who  was  the 
minister  during  which  time  the  latest  and 
largest  addition  was  made,  conducted  a 
special  evening  service  on  October  22, 
which  was  the  38th  anniversary  of  the 
church’s  founding. 

Dedication  activities  were  concluded 
on  October  23,  with  a  presentation  of 
drama  and  music  by  “The  Catalysts,”  a 
traveling  troupe  of  the  Covenant  Players. 

During  the  week  prior  to  the 
dedication,  each  church  family  received 
a  ten-page  publication  complete  with 
pictures,  tracing  the  history  and  growth 
of  the  church.  Following  the  initial 
construction  in  1938,  major  additions  took 
place  in  1940,  1949,  1950,  1952,  and  1957. 


From  the  Conference 
Board  of  Pensions 

Regarding  a  change  in  the 
Hospital  and  Medical  Expense 
Program,  specifically:  The  eighty 
percent  coverage  (only)  for 
hospitalization  —  your  Conference 
Board  did  not  request  and  was  not 
informed  of  this  change.  We  are 
now  in  communication  with  the 
General  Board  in  an  effort  to 
determine  how  this  occurred  and 
what  can  be  done  about  it. 

Our  request  and  understanding 
at  Annual  Conference  was  that 
after  the  satisfaction  a  $50 
deductible  (applied  against 
medicine,  physicians  and/  or 
hospitalization)  hospitalization 
would  be  totally  covered  up  to  $500, 
with  the  80%  coverage  applying 
thereafter. 

_ Roy  E.  Mouser 
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Readers  register  varied  views  on  amnesty 


Bishop  W.  Kenneth  Goodson  offered  a 
good  and  important  word  at  our  General 
Board  of  Discipleship’s  closing  session 
last  week:  “It  is  important  to  all  of  us 
where  we  have  been,  but  now  it’s  time  not 
to  celebrate  history  but  to  make  it.” 

Bishop  Goodson’s  admonition,  which 
needs  to  be  heard  by  all  of  us  from  time 
to  time,  was  especially  meaningful  for 
the  young  Board,  which  has  been 
struggling  to  find  its  identity  within  the 
church  since  it  was  created  two  years 
ago  as  a  part  of  the  overall  restructuring 
of  United  Methodism’s  national  program 
agencies. 

A  conglomerate  of  the  old  Boards  of 
Laity  and  Evangelism  and  portions  of 
other  boards  —  more  than  30  church 
agencies  in  all  —  Discipleship  has  un¬ 
derstandably  been  absorbed  in  internal 
affairs  for  these  past  two  years. 

A  merger  is  never  easy,  either 
structurally  or  personally  for  the  people 
involved.  Change,  even  when  it’s  a 
change  we  want,  is  uncomfortable  and 
often  threatening.  It  is  neither  disloyal 
nor  un-Christian  —  but  only  human  —  to 
fear  that  a  particular  arm  of  ministry 
which  means  much  to  us  may  somehow 
lose  out  in  a  new  structural  con¬ 
figuration. 

But  we  agree  with  Bishop  Goodson  that 
the  time  has  come  for  the  Board  of 
Discipleship  to  put  its  recent  history 
behind  it,  roll  up  its  sleeves,  and  lead  the 
rest  of  the  church  in  the  business  of 

‘making  and  nurturing  disciples  for 
Jesus  Christ.” 


The  church  must  never,  in  its  need  to 
modernize  structure  and  centralize 
services,  let  “merging”  become 
synonymous  with  “melting  down.”  Its 
mission  in  the  areas  of  worship, 
evangelism,  stewardship,  education  and 
lay  life  —  all  now  a  part  of  the  Board  of 
Discipleship  —  is  stronger  than  ever. 
Every  one  of  these  ministries  is  as  vital 
as  every  other,  if  the  church  is  to  obey 
Christ’s  command  to  “Go  and  make 
disciples.” 

However,  it  is  now  important  for  all 
segments  of  the  board  to  begin  to  go 
forward  truly  as  “all  one  body”:  all 
stewards,  all  evangelists,  all  wor¬ 
shippers,  all  educators,  and  all 
layworkers  in  the  Kingdom  of  God. 

Bishop  Goodson  said  that  “as  we  grow 
through  pain,  there  comes  joy  in 
maturity.”  If,  as  the  Board  worked 
through  more  structural  problems  last 
week,  it  matured  in  the  process,  then 
there  is  indeed  an  exciting  time  ahead  for 
the  40,000  local  churches  which  look  to  it 
for  leadership. 

There  is  enough  talent  and  Christian 
dedication  on  the  board  —  and  there  are 
enough  stimulating  programs  and  ideas 
growing  out  of  that  body  —  to  trul v  “turn 
on”  every  United  Methodist  congrega¬ 
tion  in  the  country. 

Let  us  hope  that,  on  solid  ground  with 
one  another  and  in  the  sure  path  of  God’s 
guidance,  all  members  of  the  Board  of 
Discipleship  can  begin  now  to  make 
history  in  Christ’s  name. 


‘Closed  meetings’  should  end 


The  practice  of  closed  meetings  in 
church  boards  and  agencies  must  be 
challenged.  Such  secrecy  has  no  place  in 
United  Methodism.  Boards  and  agencies 
of  the  church  are  servants  of  the  church 
and  their  deliberations  should  be  open  to 
any  responsible  person  who  wishes  to 
hear  them.  Individual  church  members 
have  a  right  to  examine  the  entire 
proceedings  of  any  board  session. 

A  case  in  point  is  a  recent  session  of  the 
Board  of  Church  and  Society.  When  the 
moment  arrived  to  discuss  the  rehiring  of 
the  general  secretary  of  the  board, 
members  called  for  an  "executive  ses¬ 
sion”  and  excluded  the  paid  staff  and 
representatives  of  the  press. 

For  two  hours  behind  closed  doors, 
board  members  debated  the 
qualifications  and  effectiveness  of  the 
present  general  secretary.  The  official 
information  given  to  the  staff  and  press 
after  the  doors  were  open  again  was 
simply  the  number  and  phrasing  of 
amendments  to  the  primary  proposal 
and  the  vote. 

To  discover  the  substance  of  the 
debate,  one  had  to  find  persons  who  were 
willing  to  "leak”  the  information. 

We  believe  the  position  of  general 
secretary  of  one  of  the  four  major 
program  boards  of  the  church  is  not  a 
private  matter  for  that  board  alone.  The 
office  is,  in  fact,  a  churchwide  leadership 
position.  Evaluative  criticism  of  persons 
occupying  such  positions  deserves  open 
airing  not  only  to  the  entire  church  but  to 
the  person  and  staff  involved  as  well. 

The  trend  throughout  our  free  society 
in  recent  years  has  been  toward  more 
open  meetings.  City  councils,  state  and 
federal  legislatures  and  their  com¬ 
mittees,  and  state  college  boards  of 
trustees  open  their  meetings,  often 
reluctantly,  but  steadily  under  the 
pressure  of  citizens  who  maintain  their 

Tifter  the  storm 

By  SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 
As  the  boistrous  thunderstorm 
flashes  and  claps, 

Then  passes. 

Leaving  the  earth  wet,  refreshed, 
renewed  .  .  . 

So  the  storms  of  human  life. 

When  weathered. 

Produce  renewing  strength 
If  one's  trust  is  anchored 
in  the  One 

Who  created  and  Who  sustains 
All  life. 
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lawful  right  to  access  of  proceedings 
which  involve  their  money  and  which 
affect  their  lives. 

Can  the  church  do  any  less? 

The  president  of  the  Board  of  Church 
and  Society  commended  the  members  on 
the  quality  of  their  debate  during  the 
closed  session  and  said  he  believed  the 
board  was  “growing  up.” 

We  suggest  the  next  step  of  maturity 
for  that  board  —  and  every  other  board, 
council  or  agency  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  —  is  to  emerge  from  the  closed, 
secretive,  “executive”  sessions  into  the 
light  of  public  scrutiny. 


“Tithing  is  the  biblical  word  for  TEN  per 
cent.  What  is  the  word  for  FIFTEEN 
percent?" 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


TM/  UMR  STAFF  SPECIAL 

United  Methodists  are  as  divided  as 
other  segments  of  American  society  over 
the  issue  of  amnesty.  And  they  expressed 
their  opinions  with  strong  feelings  in 
TM/  UMR’s  most  recent  “Question 
Box"  survey. 

Nearly  three-fourths  of  those  respond¬ 
ing  expressed  the  view  that  amnesty  in 
some  form  ought  to  be  extended  to 
Vietnam  war  resisters  and  draft  dodgers, 
but  they  disagreed  how  it  ought  to  be 
offered.  A  plurality  (46%)  thought 
President  Ford’s  limited  amnesty  plan  is 
the  best  approach  while  26%  would 
prefer  unconditional  amnesty.  The 
remaining  28%  rejected  amnesty  of  any 
kind. 

The  “Question  Box”  in  the  September 
27  issue  of  the  paper  invited  readers  to 
answer  four  multi-choice  questions 
relating  to  amnesty,  clip  the  form  and 
mail  it  to  TM/  UMR.  Space  following 
each  question  allowed  readers  to  write  in 
personal  remarks  —  and  three-fourths  of 
the  respondents  did,  some  even  attaching 
two  and  three  page  letters  to  buttress 
their  opinion.  For  an  overall  statistical 
readout,  see  “The  Box  Score”  elsewhere 
on  this  page. 

On  three  questions,  a  majority  of 
respondents  agreed  that: 

(1)  Christians  should  hold  a  position  on 
amnesty  based  primarily  on  Christian 
values. 

(2)  respect  for  the  nation’s  laws  would 
decrease  by  extending  amnesty  to  the 
resisters;  and, 

(3)  the  unconditional  pardon  of  former 
President  Nixon  was  justifiable  in 
relation  to  the  conditional  pardon  of  the 
Vietnam  resisters. 

The  views  of  laywomen  corresponded 
within  a  few  points  of  the  majority 
percentage  on  every  answer,  but  the 
news  of  laymen  and  ministers  contrasted 
significantly  each  time. 

On  the  first  question  referring  to 
values,  51  per  cent  of  the  laymen  an¬ 
swered  “No”  while  85  per  cent  of  the 
ministers  said  “Yes.”  Forty -four  per 
cent  of  the  laymen  preferred  that  no 
amnesty  of  any  kind  be  offered  on  the 
second  question;  52  per  cent  of  the 
ministers  expressed  the  belief  that  un¬ 
conditional  amnesty  should  be  offered. 

Of  the  laymen  responding,  a  sizeable 
majority  (73  per  cent)  believe  that 
granting  amnesty  would  weaken  respect 
for  law,  but  66  per  cent  of  the  ministers 
believed  it  would  not  decrease  respect. 
And  on  the  last  question,  the  laymen 
answered  60  per  cent  “Yes;”  the 
ministers  60  per  cent  “No.”  Laywomen 
hit  the  norm  precisely  on  the  final 
question  with  51  per  cent  saying  “Yes.” 
At  least  on  the  issue  of  amnesty,  an 
ideological  gap  apparently  exists  be¬ 
tween  many  laymen  and  their  ministers. 

Compare  with  previous  “Question 
Box”  responses,  a  larger  percentage  of 
ministers  replied  this  time.  Usually  10  to 
12  per  cent  of  the  total  responses  are 
from  ministers;  they  made  up  19  per  cent 
of  this  one.  A  larger  than  usual  per¬ 
centage  of  the  respondents  to  the  survey 
were  laywomen;  laymen  made  up  a 


smaller  than  usual  percentage. 

The  four  questions  and  representative 
reader-comments  regarding  each  follow: 

1.  Do  you  believe  that  Christians 
should  develop  their  positions  on  issues 
such  as  amnesty  primarily  on  the  basis  of 
Christian  values  [as  contrasted  with 
political  values,  economic  values, 
military  values,  philosophical  values, 
etc.]? 

•  A  Fairfield,  California  laymen:  “At 
times,  the  country  comes  first.  If  not,  we 
will  lose  some  of  our  religious 
freedoms.” 

•  An  Algood,  Tennessee  laywoman: 
“It  is  impossible  to  take  a  workable 
position  if  all  values  are  not  considered.” 

•  An  Asheville,  North  Carolina  minis¬ 
ter:  “Christian  values  should  be  basic 
and  permeate  all  others.” 

•  A  Houston,  Texas  laywomen: 
“When  I  became  a  Christian,  that  value 
influenced  and  changed  all  other  values  I 
had  formed.” 

•  A  Florida  laywomen :  “Since  we  live 
in  a  practical  world,  we  must  study  all 
values  in  order  to  be  fair.” 

s  A  Minneapolis,  Minnesota  minister: 
“Certainly  —  Christian  values  should 
always  determine  our  position.” 

s  A  Saratoga,  California  laywomen: 
“A  Christian’s  values  are  his  political, 
economic,  military  and  philosophical 
values.” 

•  A  Mission,  Kansas  laymen :  “No  one 
else  has  the  guts  to  do  so.” 

2.  In  light  of  all  the  evidence  you’ve 
considered,  which  course  of  action  do  you 
favor:  conditional  amnesty,  un¬ 
conditional  amnesty,  or  no  amnesty  for 
those  who  refused  to  participate  in  the 
Vietnam  War? 

s  A  Farmington,  Massachusetts 
minister:  “The  war  was  immoral  and 
unchristian.  Those  who  refused  to  par¬ 
ticipate  stood  in  the  highest  tradition  of 
the  Bible  and  Christian  history.” 

s  A  Needles,  California  layperson: 
“President  Ford’s  plan  offers  the  only 
good  balance  of  law  and  mercy.” 

s  A  Texas  couple:  “Our  only  son  gave 
up  his  life  for  his  country.  Sorry,  we  don’t 
have  compassion  for  a  draft  dodger  or 
deserter.” 

•  A  Tempe,  Arizona  minister: 
“President  Ford  has  acted  justly.” 

s  A  Texas  layman,  prisoner  of  war 
during  World  War  II:  “The  country  will 
fall  if  we  hunker  down  and  allow 
deserters  amnesty.  In  my  times  we  shot 
them!  And  good  riddance  too!  No  am¬ 
nesty!  None  whatever!” 

s  A  Northern  California  minister:  “I 
had  two  tours  of  duty  in  Vietnam,  and 
knowing  what  I  now  know,  I  would  not  go 
again.” 

s  An  El  Paso,  Texas  laywomen: 
“Christ  preached  the  unconditional  love 
of  God,” 

3.  Do  you  believe  that  the  granting  of 
amnesty  to  those  who  evaded  the  draft  or 
deserted  will  serve  to  decrease  respect 
for  our  nation’s  laws? 

•  A  Cardiff,  California  chaplain:  “If 
anyone  can  decide  to  disobey  a  law  which 
he  does  not  approve,  it  leads  to  anarchy.” 

•  A  Maryland  Army  chaplain :  “Such 


The  Box  Score 

Numerous  articles,  editorials  and  “Letters  to  the  Editor”  have  appeared  in 
TM/  UMR  relative  to  the  question  of  amnesty  for  war  resisters  and  draft 
dodgers.  Each  in  its  own  way  has  sought  to  consider  the  issue  from  a  Christian 
perspective.  In  the  Sept.  27  issue,  all  TM/  UMR  readers  were  offered  the  op¬ 
portunity,  via  a  “Question  Box”  survey,  to  express  their  views  on  the  issue,  with 
the  following  results: 

Total  number  of  responses :  855 

1.  Do  you  believe  that  Christians  should  develop  their  positions  on  issues  such 
as  amnesty  primarily  on  the  basis  of  Christian  values  (as  contrasted  with 
political  values,  economic  values,  military  values,  philosophical  values,  etc.)? 

a.  60%  Yes 

b.  34%  No 

c.  6%  Uncertain 

2.  In  light  of  all  the  evidence  you’ve  considered,  which  course  of  action  do  you 
favor  for  those  who  refused  to  participate  in  the  Vietnam  War? 

a.  28%  No  amnesty  of  any  types 

b.  46%  Conditional  amnesty  such  as  that  offered  by  President  Ford 

c.  26%  Unconditional  amnesty 

3.  Do  you  believe  that  the  granting  of  amnesty  to  those  who  evaded  the  draft 
or  deserted  will  serve  to  decrease  respect  for  our  nation’s  laws? 

a.  56%  Yes 

b.  39%  No 

c.  5%  Uncertain 

4.  In  the  public  mind,  the  pardon  granted  former-President  Nixon  and  the 
amnesty  offered  Vietnam  resisters  has  been  linked,  both  by  timing  and  by  the 
issues  of  justice  and  mercy.  Do  you  consider  it  justifiable  that  in  one  case  mercy 
was  extended  unconditionally,  and  in  the  other  conditionally? 

a.  51%  Yes 


b.  42%  No 

c.  7%  Uncertain 
Respondents :  33%  Laymen 
Age  grouping:  18 or  under 

2% 


48%  Laywomen 
19-35  36-50 

14%  30% 


19%  Ministers 

50-64  65  or  over 

28%  26% 


— 


a  perspective  fails  to  consider  the 
illegality  of  many  government  actions  in 
the  war.” 

#  A  United  Methodist  Women’s 
president  from  South  Texas:  “Yes,  and 
this  paper  will  help  that  deserter  by  your 
foolish  articles.” 

#  A  Woodland,  Washington  layman: 
“Most  of  the  draft  evaders,  in  my 
opinion,  were  frightened  kids.” 

#  A  San  Francisco,  California 
minister:  “No  more  than  the  violence  we 
unleashed  in  Vietnam.” 

#  An  Orlando,  Florida  layman:  “Of 
course  it  would!  God  didn’t  even  grant 
His  Son  amnesty.  Why  should  we?  Jesus 
paid  the  full  bitter  price.  Why  shouldn’t 
they?” 

4.  In  the  public  mind,  the  pardon 
granted  former  President  Nixon  and  the 
amnesty  offered  Vietnam  resisters  has 
been  linked,  both  by  timing  and  by  the 
issues  of  justice  and  mercy.  Do  you 
consider  it  justifiable  that  in  one  case 
mercy  was  extended  unconditionally, 
and  in  the  other  conditionally? 

#  A  Texas  layman:  “Mr.  Nixon  is  a 
very  sick  man.  These  bums  are  not.” 

#  A  Virginia  layman:  “You  are 
comparing  apples  and  oranges.  Neither 
should  have  unconditional  pardon.” 

s  A  Missouri  laywomen:  “If  either  of 
these  criminals  escape  retribution,  it  will 
be  a  grave  injustice  and  completely 
merciless  for  the  average  good  American 
citizen.” 

#  A  Nevada  laywomen:  “Both  were 
wrong.” 

#  A  Central  Texas  minister:  "The  two 
cases  are  different.  Nixon  served  his 


country  ;  deserters  did  not.” 

s  A  Florida  couple:  "We  think  Nixon 
was  crucified!” 

•  An  Indiana  laywomen:  “Unfor¬ 
tunate  linkage.  I  wonder  if  persons  who 
had  their  faith  in  Mr.  Nixon  smashed  are 
not  reacting  overly  against  draft  evaders 
now.” 

•  A  Texas  laywoman:  “I  have  no 
respect  for  a  government  that  has  two 
standards  of  justice,  one  for  the  rich  and 
powerful  and  another  for  the  common 
and  poor.” 

•  A  Socorro,  New  Mexico  laymen :  “I 
believe  the  national  interest  in  cost  and 
agony,  the  postures  we  expose  to  the  rest 
of  the  world,  the  international 
humiliation,  and  other  factors  make  a 
great  deal  of  difference  between  the  two 
cases.” 

•  A  Nocona,  Texas  laywomen:  “I  also 
consider  it  unjustified  to  link  the  two  as  in 
this  question.  This  is  another  example  of 
your  loaded  questions.” 

At  least  a  dozen  respondents  accused 
TM/  UMR  of  varients  on  the  following : 

1)  “The  survey  was  slanted.  So  are  your 
editorials,”  from  an  Oklahoma  layman; 

2)  “The  questionnaire  is  clearly  worded 
to  fit  your  Leftist  Red  ideals,”  from  a 
Franklin,  Pennsylvania  layman; 

3)  “You  are  a  member  of  the  ‘liberal 
press,’  ”  from  a  Dallas,  Texas  layman; 
and  4)  “Get  the  church’s  nose  out  of  such 
controversial  questions  and  let’s  start 
preaching  Christ,”  from  a  St.  Louis, 
Missouri  layman. 

And  from  a  Chanute,  Kansas 
laywomen :  “Thank  you  for  your  paper  — 
it  stretches  my  thinking.” 


The  6old’  is  sadly  neglected  in  the  church  today 


To  the  Editor: 

While  the  “Letters  to  the  Editor”  give 
equal  credit  to  the  old  and  new  in 
religion,  I  feel  that  in  Christ’s  church 
today,  the  old  is  sadly  neglected. 

Every  schoolboy  knows  that  life  is  old 
plus  new,  and  every  churchman  should  (I 
believe)  know  that  religion  is  old  plus 
new. 

Think  it  over! 

W.  R.  Gregg 

Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania 

Those  who  cherish  freedom 
should  oppose  ‘ Prayer  Bill ’ 
To  the  Editor: 

I  have  often  wanted  to  respond  to  some 
article  or  letter  in  the  paper,  but 
generally  let  the  mood  slip  by.  This  time  I 
am  motivated  enough  to  write  im¬ 
mediately  regarding  the  “Helms  bill”  on 
school  prayer  (TM/  UMR,  Oct.  25). 

I  am  a  middle-aged  WASP  who  tries  to 
live  by  the  Christian  principles  I  profess. 
I  am  a  member  of  the  UMC  and  support  it 
with  my  time,  talent  and  treasure.  I  do 
not  want  oral  prayers  recited  in  public 
schools.  I  do  not  believe  anyone  who  has 
a  sincere  desire  to  pray  to  their  Maker, 
has  any  need  to  make  a  “show”  of  such  a 
prayer.  The  Bible  teaches  that  we  should 
seek  privacy.  That  we  have  no  need  to 
mark  ourselves  as  Christians. 

I  believe  in  one  God  of  many  diverse 
peoples.  “My  “way”  should  not  be  forced 
on  anyone.  If  you  insist  on  the  change  in 
this  democracy,  it  should  be  put  to  a  vote 
and  majority  rule.  Christians  are  in  the 
minority,  so  I  might  have  someone  else’s 
way  forced  on  me.  I  hope  all  those  who 
cherish  their  religious  freedom  will  write 
their  congressmen  in  opposition  to  this 
bill. 

Allison  Lemon 
Fresno,  California 

louca  Conference  on 
Holy  Spirit  commended 
To  the  Editor: 

Praise  the  Lord  for  Bishop  Thomas  of 
the  Iowa  Conference!  May  the  blessings 
of  God  be  his  in  greater  measure  than 
ever  before!  Dennis  Bennett  wrote  an  en¬ 
thusiastic  report  of  the  United  Methodist 
Charismatic  Conference  in  Iowa 
(TM/  UMR,  Sept.  20)  in  his  church 
paper.  One  sentence  is  great:  “The  whole 
conference  was  handled  with  much 
gentleness  and  love,  and  I’m  sure  the 
effect  on  those  present,  as  well  as  on  the 
Methodist  community  at  large,  will  be  a 


good  one.” 

I’m  praying  that  God’s  Holy  Spirit  will 
move  freely  in  every  conference  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  and 
ultimately,  in  every  local  church.  I  claim 
this  in  the  Name  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 
Eleanor  Shonkwiier 
Bethel  Park,  Pennsylvania 

Reader  appalled  by  church 

sanction  of  abortion 

To  the  Editor: 

I  can’t  imagine  you  will  print  this  letter 
’  in  the  paper,  but  no  difference.  I  have  to 
say  what  is  on  my  mind. 

On  a  recent  morning  before  going  to 
church,  I  tuned  in  my  TV  for  a  little 
Christian  inspiration  from  a  program  I 
frequently  watch.  What  do  you  think  I 
saw  and  heard  that  morning?  A  program 
on  abortion,  all  the  gory,  hair-raising 
details,  the  pictures  of  tiny  defenseless 
human  beings,  cut  up  in  small  pieces,  to 
be  aborted,  or  killed,  still  in  the  mothers 
womb,  by  salt  water.  And  the  thing  that 
really  brought  me  up  short,  was  that 
what  I’ve  been  calling  my  church  for 
quite  a  few  years  (the  United  Methodist 
Church)  sanctions  this  horrible,  ungodly 
thing.  I’ll  never  tell  anyone  again  that 
I’m  a  Methodist,  lest  they  think  1,  too,  go 
along  with  abortion. 

The  abortion  was  likened  to  Hitler  and 
the  6  million  Jews. 

Mrs.  Ed.  Grethen 
Eyota^  Minnesota 

EDITOR’S  NOTE:  The  United 
Methodist  Church  does  not  favor  murder. 
It  regards  abortion  as  acceptable  only  in 
limited  circumstances,  as  stated  on 
pages  86-87  of  the  1972  “Discipline”: 
"Our  belief  in  the  sanctity  of  unborn 
human  life  makes  us  reluctant  to  ap¬ 
prove  abortion.  But  we  are  equally  bound 
to  respect  the  sacredness  of  the  life  and 
well-being  of  the  mothers,  for  whom 
devastating  damage  may  result  from  an 
unacceptable  pregnancy.  In  continuity 
with  past  Christian  teaching,  we 
recognize  tragic  conflicts  of  life  with  life 
that  may  justify  abortion.  We  call  all 
Christians  to  a  searching  a  prayerful 
inquiry  into  the  sorts  of  conditions  that 
may  warrant  abortion.  We  support  the 
removal  of  abortion  from  the  criminal 
code,  placing  it  instead  under  laws 
relating  to  other  procedures  of  standard 
medical  practice.  A  decision  concerning 
abortion  should  be  made  only  after 
thorough  and  thoughtful  consideration  by 
the  parties  involved,  with  medical  and 
pastoral  counsel.” 


Reading  coverage 
about  others  helps  me 

To  the  Editor: 

I  appreciate  very  much  the  coverage 
you  are  giving  to  various  social  concerns 
—  issues  such  as  women’s  rights, 
homosexuality,  changing  patterns  of 
marriage,  family  life,  and  community, 
amnesty,  Watergate  and  other  questions 
of  political  responsibility. 

I  am  struggling  to  relate  to  these  issues 
from  a  spiritual  as  well  as  political  and 
psychological  perspective.  Reading 
about  work  others  are  doing  helps  me. 
When  I  can  detach  myself  a  little  from 
my  own  position,  my  work,  my 
justifications  for  it,  and  look  around 
more  freely,  I  see  that  a  great  deal  of 
good  energy  is  going  into  growth  and 
social  change  .  .  .  and  a  great  deal  in 
contexts  different  from  my  own. 

Reminders  like  that  feel  good. 

Virginia  Bates 

New  Haven,  Connecticut 

Let  us  be  Christian  first 

To  the  Editor: 

I  read  TM/  UMR  with  interest,  and  am 
especially  interested  in  the  recent 
dialogue  regarding  attempts  to  express 
what  is  most  basic  to  the  Christian  faith, 
i.e.  the  Lausanne  Covenant  and  “Good 
News.” 

Let  us  stay  with  the  Bible  as  the  basis 
for  what  we  call  Christianity.  Other 
books  and  statements  within,  but  extra¬ 
neous  to,  Christendom  will  come  and  go. 
Let  us  not  assume  that  our  scientific 
knowledge  places  us  at  a  level  so  above 
the  early  Christians  as  to  discredit  what 
they  saw  and  knew.  I  don’t  feel  that 
today’s  Christians  can  afford  to  laugh  at 
the  “ignorance”  of  Stephen  (as  seen 
through  20th  century  eyes)  as  he  praised 
God  under  the  hail  of  stones  thrown  by 
the  mob.  If  we  choose  not  to  believe  the 
Bible,  then  each  generation,  and  each 
group  can  attempt  to  invent  a  “Christ” 
which  serves  their  interest,  and  not  have 
to  put  up  with  a  cross-bearing,  then  dead, 
then  victoriously  alive,  and  ever-loving, 
everliving  Christ  described  in  the  Bible. 

I  do  not  mean  this  letter  as  an  in¬ 
vitation  to  an  “amen  corner.”  Christians 
need  the  light  which  God  often  shines 
through  a  dissenting  opinion,  and  please 
let  us  not  assume  that  God’s  will  is  the 
concensus  of  Christians’  opinions.  Sad 
thing  if  Martin  Luther,  John  Wesley,  or 
Christ  Himself  had  merely  taken  a 
majority  vote  of  their  earthly  peers  as 


God’s  will. 

Please,  let  us  fellowship  freely  —  in¬ 
stitutions  and  organizations  will  rise  and 
fall,  and  if  part  of  Christendom  regards 
another  part  as  less  than  itself,  we  have 
lost  the  unity  for  which  Jesus  prayed  to 
His  Father.  Let  us  be  Christians  before  — 
long  before,  we  are  conservative,  liberal, 
charismatic,  evangelical,  or  any  of  the 
labels  we  pin  on  ourselves  for  ego’s  sake. 

Let’s  keep  our  eyes  on  Jesus  Christ, 
since  problems  will  come  and  go,  but  He 
is  the  Answer.  And  thank  God  for  what 
He  provides:  Doing  this,  we,  the  body  of 
Christ,  can  avoid  the  “complaining 
disgusties”  —  Christendom’s  H  1  joy 
killer. 

Wesley  Redus 
Lubbock,  Texas 

T.  Otto  JSaWs  pen  helpful 

To  the  Editor: 

Thank  you  ever  so  much  for  sharing 
the  insight  and  the  descriptive  pen  of 
Bishop  T.  Otto  Nall.  I’m  especially 
thankful  for  his  article  “Personal 
lessons:  to  us  from  Watergate” 
(TM/UMR,  Oct.  11).  Humbling,  but  good. 
Thanks! 

Kermit  Long 

North  Hollywood,  California 


TM/UMR  ad  has  produced 
good  results  for  us 
To  the  Editor: 

We  want  to  express  our  thanks  to  you 
for  the  suggestion  that  we  try  The  Texas 
Methodist/  United  Methodist  Reporter 
for  recruiting  staff  needs.  We  have  been 
running  homeparent  ads  in  your 
publications  now  for  about  six  months 
and  I  am  happy  to  report  the  response 
has  been  most  gratifying,  in  many  cases 
better  than  some  of  the  larger 
metropolitan  newspapers  —  where,  in 
most  cases  the  space  used  was  sue  times 
as  large  as  yours.  The  other  great  appeal 
is  that  the  applicants  are  “church 
people”  who  are  motivated  to  do 
Christian  work  for  children  who  need  lots 

Laurence  E.  Roberts 

Waco,  Texas 
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Employment  quotas  set 

Higher  Ed.  board  struggles  with  final  quorum 


By  CLYDE  CHESNUTT 
Staff  Writer 

ATLANTA— Moving  so  slowly  and 
uneventfully  through  the  business  that 
over  one-half  of  the  members  failed  to 
appear  at  the  final  plenary  session,  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Higher  Edu¬ 
cation  and  Ministry  held  its  annual 
meeting  here  at  Emory  University, 
October  29-November  1. 

Anger  expressed  at  the  final  session 
almost  overshadowed  the  positive 
achievements  of  the  three-day  meeting. 
Some  members  became  critical  of  their 
fellow  boardmembers  when  it  was 
discovered  in  the  Friday  morning  session 
that  a  quorum  of  the  100-member  board 
was  not  present  to  receive  and  act  on  all 
the  division  reports  and  the  new  staff 
members. 

Prior  to  the  final  morning  session  the 
Board  adopted  an  “Affirmative  Action 
Plan”  brought  to  the  board  by  the 
General  Secretary,  Dr.  F.  Thomas 
Trotter.  The  plan  will  correct  the  im¬ 
balance  of  the  employment  of  women  and 
ethnic  minorities  on  the  staff.  By  July  1, 
1976  the  total  staff  of  30-32  will  have  “a 
minimum  of  y4  women  and  a  minimum  of 
y4  ethnic  men.”  The  Board  action  will 
necessitate  the  termination  on  the  staff  of 
four  to  five  white  males,  announced  Dr. 
Trotter. 

The  Board  in  an  action  which  seemed 
contradictory  to  some  persons,  also 
elected  three  new  staff  members,  two  of 
whom  were  white  males,  Dr.  T.  Michael 
Elliott  and  the  Rev.  Robert  L.  Davis;  and 
the  Rev.  Martha  Wilson. 

In  other  business  Dr.  Trotter  was 
renominated  as  General  Secretary. 

A  Church  Personnel  Information 
System— a  computer  data  bank  with  all 
ordained  and  non-ordained  professionals 
listed— was  approved  and  will  be 
presented  to  The  General  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration  for  funding. 

The  Board  brought  into  reality  the 
National  Commission  on  United 
Methodist  Education  by  election  of  its 
executive  director,  Dr.  T.  Michael  Elliott 
and  adoption  of  its  budget  (see  related 
story). 

Frustration  at  the  lack  of  a  quorum  at 
the  final  business  session  was  expressed 
by  several  members.  “I  am  angry  at  the 
irresponsibility  of  the  members,  includ¬ 
ing  bishops,  in  leaving  before  the 


business  is  over,"  said  Mrs.  Rena  Yocom 
of  Shawnee  Mission,  Kansas. 

“Not  even  one  bishop  is  here  and  they 
are  supposed  to  be  our  leaders.”  she  said. 
“Some  of  us  have  worked  hard  in  special 
meetings  and  through  dinner  hours  to 
prepare  reports  so  the  Board  could  act  on 
them,  and  now  the  Board  can’t  act.” 


Dr.  Trotter  said  the  fault  lies  with  the 
style  of  board  membership  which  the 
church  allows  when  it  permits  a  member 
of  one  board  to  serve  on  several  other 
agencies  at  the  same  time. 

“One  seminary  professor  told  me  he 
could  not  attend  our  meeting,”  said  Dr. 
Trotter,  “because  he  had  already  given 
to  church  agencies  ninety  days  this  year 
away  from  his  job.  The  church  has  in¬ 
vented  a  system  that  will  erode  the 
boards  by  fatigue.  And  then  all  the 
decisions  will  be  left  to  ‘curia’.” 


In  other  highlights,  the  Board: 

•  Approved  a  $14,250,442  budget  for 
1975,  of  which  $6.4  million  from  the 
Ministerial  Education  Fund  and  $4 
million  from  the  Black  College  Fund  are 
simply  channeled  through  the  Board’s 
records  to  the  seminaries  and  black 
colleges  respectively. 

•  Established  a  new  Advisory 
Committee  on  Civilian  Chaplaincy  to 
relate  to  ministers  in  hospitals,  homes, 
and  other  non-military  chaplaincies. 
Chairperson  will  be  the  Rev.  P.  Wesley 
Aitken,  chaplain  at  Duke  University 
Medical  Center,  Durham,  N.C.  Civilian 
chaplains  now  number  213  with  an  ad¬ 
ditional  469  in  the  military. 

•  Awarded  the  John  Dempster 
graduate  Fellowships  to  five  United 
Methodist  students  engaged  in  Ph.D. 
studies  at  United  Methodist  seminaries. 
Dr.  Gerald  0.  McCulloh  of  the  Board 
staff  called  Mr.  Dempster  (1794-1863) 
“the  Johnny  Appleseed  of  American 
Methodist  theological  education.”  since 
he  founded  the  theological  schools  of 
Boston,  Garrett,  and  was  influential  in 
Daniel  Drew’s  decision  to  found  Drew. 

•  Heard  approved  the  certification 


renewal  of  1,113  certified  Christian 
education  directors  and  603  certified 
musicians.  This  year  85  new  educators 
and  30  new  musicians  were  certified. 

•  Honored  at  a  banquet  the  retirement 
from  the  staff  of  E.  Craig  Brandenburg, 
assistant  General  Secretary  in  the 
section  of  loans  and  scholarships:  E. 
Clayton  Calhoun,  director  of  the  office  of 
The  Black  College  Fund;  and  Arthur 
Hopkinson,  director  of  the  office  of 
personnel. 

•  Upped  the  Methodist  Student  Loan  in 
1975  to  $700  to  persons  attending  a  non- 
United  Methodist  college,  $800  to  a 
United  Methodist  college  and  $1,000  to  a 
graduate  at  any  accredited  college. 

•  Established  a  scholarhsip  named  in 
honor  of  E.  Craig  Brandenburg. 

•  Hosted  at  a  reception  Dr.  James  P. 
Brawley,  President  emeritus  of  Clark 
College  and  author  of  a  new  book  entitled 
“Two  Centuries  of  Methodist  Concern: 
Bondage,  Freedom  and  Education  of 
Black  People.” 

Dr.  Trotter  summarized  the  meeting 
by  complimenting  the  divisions  for  the 
responsible  manner  in  which  they 
handled  the  matters  before  them.  He  also 
said  that  the  Board  “learned  it  could  deal 
with  conflict.  I  believe  they  feel  more 
unified  now  than  ever  before.” 


MONROEVILL?  CHURCHES* 

WELCOME  YOU 

4-  Church  of  Christ 

Ml  UNITES 


U.M.  bishop  helps 
mediate  W.Va.  dispute 


Church  direction 


“di- 


MONROEVILLE,  Pa.— The 

rection”  of  the  church  seems  to  be  a 
chief  concern  at  this  intersection  in 
Monroeville,  a  suburb  of  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
It  seems  to  point  out  where  the  churches 
are  as  well  as  where  the  church  is  as 
Episcopals  and  Methodists  seemed  to 
miss  the  “ecumenical  sign  making  boat” 
for  some  reason. 

Photo  by  PAUL  M.  SCHROCK 


Board  sets  direction 
for  church  colleges 


Charles  Wesley  visits 

Brit  -  (train  -•  ne  uoV 

Florida  church- • -almost 


SPECIAL  TO  TM/UMR  _ 

MIAMI,  FI.— Imagine  a  congregation’s 
surprise  as  an  authentic-looking  Charles 
Wesley,  attired  in  wig,  robe  and  buckled 
shoes,  hobbles  down  the  aisle  remarking 
in  a  quaking  voice,  “Good  evening.  I 
always  wondered  who  might  turn  out  for 
an  old  preacher  almost  300  years  of  age.” 

Imagine  further  that  the  old  man 
sounds  quite  British,  assuredly 
Methodist  and  very  much  out  of  the  18th 
century. 

Is  he  Charles  Wesley  come  back  from 
the  dead? 

No,  he  happens  to  be  a  one-man 
dramatic  re-creation  of  the  famed  hymn 
writer  —  by  the  Rev.  Neil  Wyrick,  Jr., 
here  in  Miami. 

Patterning  his  production  after  Hal 
Holbrook’s  monologue  of  Mark  Twain, 
Mr.  Wyrick  has  spoken  his  first-person 
lines  over  300  times  across  the  country  in 
churches,  conferences  and  on  television. 

From  the  very  moment  of  introduction, 
Mr.  Wyrick  told  TM/  UMR  in  an  in¬ 
terview  about  his  performances,  “I 
create  the  illusion  with  the  audience  that 
Charles  Wesley  actually  stands  before 
them.” 

He  uses  no  stage  lighting  to  help 
convey  the  idea  that  he  is  merely  one 
person  talking  to  them,  not  an  actor 
performing  a  role.  The  actor-minister 
then  relates  the  world  and  religion  of 
Wesley  to  the  modern  age.  Audience 
reaction  has  been  highly  favorable  as  the 
brother  of  United  Methodism’s  founder, 
John  Wesley,  comes  alive  before  their 
eyes. 

“I  researched  the  18th  century  English 
world  before  I  wrote  the  script,”  Mr. 
Wyrick  said.  “I  first  created  a  sort  of 
mental  time-machine  where  I  could  walk 


Neil  Wyrick  as  Charles  Wesley 


their  streets  and  smell  the  odors.  Then  I 
bring  what  I  believe  is  the  genuine 
Charles  Wesley  into  our  world  and  have 
him  comment  on  our  style  of  life.” 

An  ordained  Presbyterian  minister, 
Mr.  Wyrick  has  written,  produced  and 
directed  over  one  dozen  Orange  Bowl 
extravaganzas,  both  secular  and 
religious.  He  has  been  interested  in 
drama  for  many  years  and  served  for 
awhile  as  the  director  of  drama  for  the 
Miami  Council  of  Churches.  In  1970,  he 
founded  Pageantry  Productions,  a 
company  which  sponsors  a  number  of 
other  dramatic  religious  programs. 

“I  started  with  Charles  Wesley,”  he 
said,  “because  he  fits  into  most  church¬ 
es.  We  all  sing  his  songs.  I  play  him  at 
age  80,  so  he  can  refer  to  anything  that 
we  know  happened  during  his  lifetime.” 

To  transform  the  actor  from  his  age  of 
45  to  Wesley’s  age  of  80  requires  almost 
two  hours  in  make-up.  Then  another  20 
minutes  is  consumed  after  the  per¬ 
formance  to  get  it  off. 

Mr.  Wyrick  also  performs  “The  World 
of  Martin  Luther,”  (spoken  with  a 
German  accent)  as  he  leads  the  audience 
into  the  faith  of  the  father  of 
Protestantism.  “The  final  five  minutes  of 
that  monologue,”  the  actor  comments, 
“presents  a  dramatic  challenge.  For  I 
try  to  bring  to  the  people  the  relevance 
and  power  of  his  famous  words:  Here  I 
stand.” 

The  third  and  newest  character  is  Ben 
Franklin  —  “a  philosopher,  humorist, 
statesman  and  religious  person,”  he 
says,  “and  just  in  time  for  the  nation’s  bi¬ 
centennial!” 

Mr.  Wyrick  hopes  to  create  one  new 
Character  a  year.  At  present  he  is 
working  on  the  famous  evangelist  Dwight 
L.  Moody,  but  the  characterization  has 
not  yet  developed,  he  confessed.  He  also 
has  in  mind  performing  Leonardo  da 
Vinci  as  the  artist  talks  about  each  one  of 
the  disciples  in  his  celebrated  painting  of 
the  Last  Supper. 

“Churches  of  all  denominations  are 
opening  their  doors  more  and  more  to 
religious  drama,”  the  actor  believes. 
“United  Methodist  churches  especially 
like  the  Charles  Wesley  presentation.  I 
am  quite  thankful  God  gave  me  this 
talent  to  use  for  Him.” 

The  spiritual  impact  upon  audiences 
comes  in  part  from  witnessing  dramatic 
incidents  like  Charles  Wesley’s  con¬ 
version  as  portrayed  by  the  minister- 
actor.  “The  Holy  Spirit  got  ahold  of  him 
some  three  days  before  his  brother 
John’s  Aldersgate  experience,”  he  ex¬ 
plained.  “He  shouts  that  at  last  he  has 
found  peace  with  God  —  a  peace  that  both 
of  the  Wesleys  and  every  Christian 
searches  for.” 

One  pastor  after  viewing  Neil  Wyrick 's 
performance  said  that  although  he  had 
been  a  Methodist  all  his  life,  "tonight,  for 
the  first  time,  a  man  by  the  name  of 
Charles  Wesley  was  alive  and  real  for 
me.” 


ATLANTA  —  In  a  two  year  “crash 
program”  designed  to  offer  policy  and 
direction  for  over  100  higher  education 
institutions  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  for  the  remainder  of  this  century, 
the  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry  at  the  annual  meeting  here 
elected  Dr.  T.  Michael  Elliott,  assistant 
provost  at  Purdue  University,  as 
executive  director  of  the  effort. 

He  will  head  the  | 

National  Commis¬ 
sion  on  ; United  I 
Methodist  Higher ! 

Education,  a  par¬ 
tially  independent 
body  formed  by  the  i 
Board  earlier  this 
year  and  related 
jointly  to  five  other 
agencies  in  the 
church. 

*  The  thirty-two  I 
year  old  former  j 
Evangelical  and 1 
United  Brethren  T-  Michael  Elliott 
Church  member  sees  great  potential  in 
the  United  Methodist  system,  he  told 
TM/  UMR.  “It  is  composed  of  108  in¬ 
stitutions  (excluding  theological  schools) 
which  annually  enroll  more  than  185,000 
students,  employ  more  than  13,000 
faculty  members  and  have  total 
operating  budgets  of  nearly  1  billion 
dollars,”  he  said.  “Additionally,  the 
system  relates  to  184  Wesley  Foundations 
and  237  ecumenical  units  of  United 
Ministries  in  Higher  Education. 

“We  will  search  for  new  ways  to  exploit 
the  full  potential  of  that  system.”  Dr. 
Elliott  said,  “because  at  present  each 
one  operates  wholly  independent  of  the 
others.  We  hope  to  research  ways  to 
share  without  losing  the  autonomy.” 

He  pointed  to  major  issues  facing 
church  related  schools:  financing  “Is 
there  a  way,”  he  asked,  “to  receive 
money  without  violating  the  church-state 
issue?  We  hope  to  develop  a  way.” 

He  also  spoke  to  the  diminishing  pool  of 


students  who  attend  college,  the  dif¬ 
ference  in  tuition  costs  between  private 
and  state  schools,  and  the  whole  question 
of  what  the  United  Methodist  Church 
intends  in  higher  education. 

“I  took  the  job,”  Dr.  Elliott  said, 
“coming  out  of  a  state-supported  system 
because  I  believe  it  matters  what  the 
church  does  in  higher  education  in  this 
country.  The  church  school  has  a  roll  to 
emphasize  values,  to  provide  a  genuine 
liberal  arts  curriculum  which  educates 
the  whole  person  and  to  organize  to  serve 
the  student  in  ways  no  public  institution 
can  accomplish." 

The  Board  voted  to  fund  the  Commis¬ 
sion  $250,000  for  1975.  Other  agencies 
have  pledged  approximately  $100,000  and 
several  foundations  are  expected  to 
provide  grants  that  will  place  the  two 
year  budget  in  excess  of  1  million  dollars. 

Dr.  Elliott  said  he  planned  to  hire  three 
additional  “research-oriented 
generalists  in  higher  education”  to 
complete  the  four  person  staff. 

Leaders  in  the  Board  are  enthusiastic 
about  Dr.  Elliott  and  the  new  Com¬ 
mission.  “No  more  important  single 
event  in  church-related  higher  education 
will  have  taken  place  in  this  century  than 
the  undertaking  of  this  Commission,” 
said  Dr.  F.  Thomas  Trotter,  General 
Secretary  of  the  Board. 

Dr.  Fred  Harris,  Associate  General 
Secretary  of  the  Board  praised  Dr. 
Elliott  as  one  of  “the  brightest  and  most 
experienced  persons  available  for  the 
job.  He  helped  draft  a  long-range  master 
plan  for  higher  education  for  the  state  of 
Indiana  and  has  served  as  a  coordinator 
of  systems  development  for  the  Purdue 
Regional  Campuses.” 

Can  the  Commission  do  all  of  this  in 
two  years? 

Dr.  Elliott  smiled,  “I  like  to  work  in 
crash  programs.  If  we  identify  the 
issues  and  not  take  on  the  whole  world, 
we  can  do  it,”  he  said. 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Staff  Writer 

CHARLESTON,  W.  Va.  —  Efforts  by  a 
United  Methodist  bishop  here  to  maintain 
a  “low  profile”  in  connection  with  a 
violent  controversy  over  the  use  of 
certain  school  books  in  the  Kanawha 
County  Schools  have  paid  off  with  the 
first  round-table  meeting  of  persons 
representing  all  sides  of  the  issue. 

Bishop  D.  Frederick  Wertz,  West 
Virginia  Area,  organized  and  served  as 
mediator  Oct.  29  of  the  first  meeting  at 
which  the  three  sides  of  the  school  book 
controversy  have  come  together  for 
direct  conversation.  Present  were 
Christian  fundamentalists  who  have 
objected  to  the  use  of  books  in  the  schools 
which  they  feel  are  “anti-American”  and 
“anti-Christian,”  persons  who  have 
supported  the  use  of  the  text  books,  and 
representatives  of  the  county  board  of 
education. 

The  Rev..  Richard  Wright,  director  of 
the  Program  Council  of  the  West  Virginia 
Conference,  said  United  Methodists  feel 
that  the  meeting  was  a  giant  step  toward 
reconciliation  in  the  dispute,  which 
recently  involved  the  dynamiting  of  the 
Charleston  Board  of  Education  building. 
One  participant  in  the  meeting  said 
following  the  first  session  that  it  was  the 
“first  constructive  move”  so  far  in  the 
two-month-old  controversy. 

Although  no  substantial  agreements 
were  reached  at  the  initial  meeting,  other 
meetings  were  planned  and  the  door  was 
left  open  to  the  possibility  of  recon¬ 
ciliation. 

Mr.  Wright  said  a  main  reason  Bishop 
Wertz  has  been  successful  in  organizing 
the  meetings  was  that  the  United 
Methodist  Church  early  in  the  dispute 
determined  to  “stay  out  of  the  headlines” 
and  keep  itself  useful  in  its  role  of 
reconciliation.  There  have  been  no  public 
statements  by  either  the  church  as  a 
whole  or  Bishop  Wertz  which  could  be 
construed  as  supportive  of  any  one  side  of 
the  controversy  over  another. 

The  Bishop  and  District  Superinten¬ 
dent  Samuel  Sink  of  Charleston  have 
consistently  called  upon  pastors  and 
churchper  »ons  to  lend  Christian  support 
and  love  toward  persons  cm  all  sides  of 
the  issues  in  a  spirit  of  reconciliation. 
Church  officials  have  said  that  it  is  this 
role  and  spii  it  which  has  enabled  United 
&  thodists  to  bring  about  mediation  for 
the  first  time. 

Bishop  Wertz  declared  Sunday,  Nov.  3 
as  a  “Day  of  Prayer”  on  the  controversy 
for  the  entire  state  and  asked  all  United 
Methodists  to  bring  about  mediation  for 
the  first  time. 


Dr.  Sink  in  a  letter  which  went  out  to  all 
United  Methodist  ministers  asked  for 
( '  irchpersons  to  “study  the  issues”  and 
l>,..d  support  to  efforts  to  settle  the 
dispute  through  reconciliation. 

Meanwhile,  violence  continues.  In 
addition  to  the  bombing  of  the  Board  of 
Education  Building,  the  Midway 
Elementary  School  of  Campbells  Creek 
was  damaged  an  estimated  $1,500  when  a 
stick  of  dynamite  was  thrown  throi.  .  a 
window.  The  explosion  took  piace  e  .. 
hours  before  school  was  to  have  opcridu 
and  no  one  was  injured. 

Infoserv 
response  is 
6 staggering 9 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMC)  -  If 
you’re  getting  “beep-beep-beeps”  in¬ 
stead  of  a  friendly  “hello”  from  Infoserv, 
the  new  United  Methodist  telephone 
service,  please  be  patient  and  call  again. 

That’s  the  request  of  United  Methodist 
Communications  staffers  here  who  are 
wading  through  a  flood  of  more  than  50 
calls  a  day.  The  nation-wide,  toll-free 
service  began  October  1. 

Dr  Peggy  West,  associate  director  for 
Infoserv,  said  response  to  the  service  has 
been  “staggering.”  Present  equipment  is 
rking  at  full  capacity  which  means 
t:  d  many  callers  are  repea  _  <_,■  tting 
busy  signals  but  she  said  the  situation 
will  be  relieved  greatly  after  an  ad¬ 
ditional  Wats  line  is  installed  January  1. 

Another  dilemma  in  the  new  program 
is  the  lack  of  time  for  organizing  in¬ 
formation  for  future  reference  “The 
calls  are  coming  in  so  fa> » it  difficult  to 
prepare  our  reference  files  i  hat  when 
the  same  question  is  asked  .  y  another 
caller  we  will  have  t  answer 
available,”  Dr.  West  said  Infoserv’s 
information  specialist  Tom  N .  mkervis  is 
developing  a  high-speed  information 
retrieval  system  which  will  also 
facilitate  the  service. 

Persons  seeking  information  related  to 
church  school  curriculum  are  being 
asked  to  continue  calling  Curric-U- 
Phone,  a  toll-free  service  provided  by  the 
United  Methodist  Publishing  House.  That 
number  is  1-800-251-8417  (Tennesseans 
may  call  749-6482). 


Commission  studies 
need  for  seminaries 


the  church  today 


Actor  George  C.  Scott 
launches  anti-film  rating  drive 

CHICAGO  (RNS)  —  The  Christian 
Century  warned  here  that  “anarchy”  in 
the  form  of  a  self-distributed  motion 
picture  produced  and  directed  by  famed 
actor  George  C.  Scott  could  undermine 
the  freedom  of  the  motion  picture  screen 
if  it  forces  local  censors  to  regulate  the 
film  industry. 

Citing  the  current  distribution  of  Mr. 
Scott’s  “A  Savage  is  Loose,”  which  was 
given  an  R  (restricted)  rating  over  the 
objection  of  the  actor,  the  editorial  said 
Mr.  Scott  is  “making  a  frontal  attack  on 
the  entire  (ratings)  system  by  asking 
theaters  to  ignore  the  R  rating  and  play 
his  film  without  any  rating  at  all.” 

Church  leaders  urge  end 
to  drug  advertising 

WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  (UMC)  -  A  step 
toward  ending  drug  advertising  in  the 
American  Medical  Association’s 
publications,  proposed  by  the  AMA 
trustees,  was  welcomed  here  by  church 
leaders  who  urged  the  move  several 
months  ago. 

The  National  Council  of  Churches 
sponsored  public  hearings  on  drug  ad¬ 
vertising  here  in  1972  and  recommended 
several  actions  including  the  one  now 
proposed.  Those  hearings  were  con¬ 
ducted  by  Dr.  Michael  Watson,  Bam¬ 
berg,  S.  C.,  chairman  of  the  NCC  Panel 
on  Drug  Advertising,  and  the  Rev. 
Thomas  E.  Price,  Washington,  director 
of  the  NCC  Project  on  Drug  Advertising. 
Both  are  United  Methodists. 


‘Fast  for  a  World  Harvest’ 
set  for  Nov.  21 

BOSTON  (RNS)  —  Two  charitable 
organizations  —  Oxfam-America  and 
Project  Relief  —  will  sponsor  a  national 
"Fast  for  a  World  Harvest”  on  Nov.  21  to 
demonstrate  the  need  for  more  equitable 
distribution  of  the  world’s  resources  and 
willingness  by  Americans  to  commit 
themselves  to  that  goal. 

A  descriptive  brochure  outlining  the 
purpose  of  the  fast  says  that  “while  the 
average  Indian  or  Mexican  is  lucky  to 
receive  the  equivalent  of  a  pound  of  grain 
a  day,  the  average  American  requires 
nearly  a  ton  of  grain  a  year  —  much  of 
which  feeds  the  animals  which  provide 
him  with  meat.” 

Native  Americans 
help  translate  Bible 

HUNTINGTON  BEACH,  Calif.  (EP)  - 
The  Bible  has  become  so  important  to 
native  Americans  that  some  are  helping 
shoulder  the  task  of  translating  it  into 
their  own  languages,  according  to  the 
outgoing  director  of  the  North  America 
Branch  of  Wycliffe  Bible  Translators. 

Dr.  Irvine  Davis  said  that  the  Navajos, 
soon  to  have  a  revised  New  Testament 
and  complete  Old  Testament,  “have  for 
several  years  done  the  translation 
themselves.  This  is  happening  in  a 
number  of  other  language  groups,  too.” 

Studies  indicate  that  150  languages 
exist  in  the  United  States  and  Canada 
besides  English,  the  majority  tongue, 
and  that  “between  50  and  60  of  these  are 
viable  languages,  used  as  the  normal 
means  of  communication  in  the  home,” 
Dr.  Davis  added. 


DURHAM,  N.C.  (UMC)  —  A  strong 
case  for  the  continuation  of  United 
Methodism’s  four  seminaries  on  the 
Eastern  Seaboard  was  made  during  a 
meeting  of  the  Commission  to  Study  the 
Ministry  here  at  Duke  Divinity  School 
Oct.  22-23. 

Dean  Thomas  Langford  of  Duke,  who 
gave  the  report  on  behalf  of  a  task  force 
from  Boston  University  School  of 
Theology,  Drew,  Wesley  Theological 
Seminary  and  Duke,  questioned  whether 
the  church’s  needs  could  be  met  if  one  of 
the  four  seminaries  were  closed. 

Dr.  Langford  noted  that  these  schools, 
which  constitute  one-third  of  United 
Methodism’s  seminaries,  serve  an  area 
which  comprises  one-third  of  the 
population  of  the  United  States  and  one- 
third  of  Jhe  membership  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

Noting  Duke’s  primary  locus  of  sup¬ 
port  and  service  in  the  Southeastern 
Jurisdiction,  the  dean  insisted  the  real 
question  turns  on  whether  there  are  too 
many  seminaries  in  the  Northeast. 

The  negative  conclusion  of  the  task 
force  on  the  issue  was  supported  with 
references  to  the  national  and  in¬ 
ternational  relations  of  Boston  and  Drew, 
the  distinctive  location  and  base  of 
support  of  Wesley  and  the  strong  en¬ 
dowments  of  Duke  and  Drew  which 
would  be  lost  to  the  church  if  support  of 
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their  schools  of  theology  were  with¬ 
drawn. 

In  conclusion,  the  report  asked  that 
each  of  the  schools  be  allowed  to 
continue,  “letting  each  help  decide  its 
own  viability.  ‘ 

The  number  of  seminaries  and  the 
issue  of  special  appointments  have 
emerged  as  two  of  the  most  volatile 
issues  facing  the  Commission  to  Study 
the  Ministry,  which  was  created  by  the 
1972  General  Conference.  Bishop  William 
R.  Cannon  of  the  Atlanta  Area  chairs  the 
25-member  group. 

Dr.  Paul  Duffey,  Montgomery,  Ala., 
chairperson  of  the  sub-committee  on 
seminaries,  told  the  Commission  the  four 
East  Coast  schools  will  be  asked  for  more 
data  before  any  recommendation  is 
made  on  their  futures.  He  also  indicated 
that  the  two  seminaries  in  Ohio  will  be 
required  to  provide  a  rationale  for  the 
proposed  two-campus  concept. 

The  two  seminaries  —  United  at 
Dayton  and  Methodist  at  Delaware  — 
also  were  singled  out  by  the  1972  General 
Conference  as  candidates  for  union  in  the 
general  mandate  to  cut  back  on  the  total 
number  of  theological  schools  in  the 
denomination. 
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Publishing  house 


reports  losses 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMC)  - 
Significant  in  terms  of  service  to  the 
church,  but  “deeply  disappointing  in 
terms  of  profitability,”  was  the  way  the 
president  and  publisher  of  the  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House  charac¬ 
terized  the  past  year  in  his  report  to  the 
General  Board  of  Publication  here  Oct. 

In  his  report,  Dr.  John  E.  Procter  told 
the  46-member  board  that  net  sales  of 
products  during  the  fiscal  year  ending 
July  31  had  amounted  to  $38,360,595,  an 
increase  of  $1,062,111  over  the  amount 
budgeted  and  $2,297,138  higher  than  the 
amount  recorded  for  the  previous  fiscal 
year 

However,  the  net  loss  for  the  fiscal 
year  amounted  to  $526,765.  Compared 
with  a  budgeted  net  income  of  $1,062,023, 
Procter  said  this  represents  an  un¬ 
favorable  variance  from  the  budget  of 
$1,588,788  and  $1,245,003  less  than  the 
results  recorded  in  the  1972-73  fiscal 
year. 

In  view  of  the  operating  loss  for  the 
fiscal  year  ending  July  31, 1974,  the  board 
voted  "regretfully  that  there  will  be  no 
appropriation  to  annual  conference 
claimants”  in  1975. 

Chief  among  the  factors  contributing  to 
the  net  loss,  according  to  Dr.  Procter,  are 
‘Rampant  inflation  and  shortages  of  raw 
materials,  especially  paper,”  substantial 

Seattle  clergy 
tour  4sin  spots’ 
with  vice  squad 

SEATTLE  (EP)  —  A  contingent  of 
Seattle  clergymen  viewed  a  world  they 
never  see  at  11  a.m.  Sunday  morning 
from  their  pulpits  when  they  joined  a  tour 
of  sin  spots  with  vice  squad  officers. 

Each  said  they  sympathized  with  the 
frustrations  of  police  officers  and  saw 
better  the  need  for  the  church  and  society 
to  emphasize  the  good  in  sex.  They  also 
recognized  the  seriousness  of  a  lack  of 
public  policy  in  vice  control. 

The  tour  was  arranged  by  the  vice 
squad  for  the  Church  Council  of  Greater 
Seattle  after  the  two  groups  crossed 
verbal  swords  over  the  use  of  civilian 
agents  to  testify  against  prostitutes  in 
body  shops. 

The  vice  squad  said  the  practice  was 
the  only  effective  tool  against  body  shop 
prostitution.  The  Council  had  said  the 
practice  was  immoral.  The  church 
council  won,  but  out  of  the  debate  came 
the  invitation  for  clergymen  to  see  for 
themselves  what  vice-squad  officers 
contend  with. 


unbudgeted  expenses  as  a  result  of  the 
unfavorable  tax  ruling  by  the  Tennessee 
State  Supreme  Court,  an  operating  loss  of 
$487,112  for  the  general  church 
periodicals  United  Methodists  Today, 
Today’s  Ministry  and  Newscope),  and 
declining  sales  of  church  school 
literature,  probably  explained  in  the 
main  by  losses  in  church  school 
enrollment. 

Procter  said  that  the  cost  of  raw 
products,  supplies  and  finished  goods  had 
increased  about  25  percent  during  the 
year,  but  at  the  same  time  the  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House  had  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  holding  its  investment  in  in¬ 
ventories  to  less  than  a  3  percent  in¬ 
crease. 

"Our  financial  position  remains 
strong,"  Procter  said,  “and  our  available 
cash  and  investments  have  remained  at 
levels  higher  than  anticipated  earlier  in 
the  year.” 

Dr.  Procter  commended  the  loyalty  of 
the  Publishing  House  staff  and  “the 
considerable  resilience  and  loyalty 
displayed  by  our  employees.” 

“I  trust  we  are  collectively  wise 
enough  to  take  the  necessary  corrective 
action  required  to  preserve  the  vitality  of 
the  Publishing  House  and  expand  our 
services  to  the  church,"  he  said. 

He  listed  five  major  problems  and 
needs  which  demand  acceptable 
solutions  in  either  the  immediate  future 
or  long-range  planning  of  the  board: 

1.  Elimination  of  the  subsidy  required 
for  the  general  church  periodicals 
program. 

2.  Increased  volume  for  the 
manufacturing  operations. 

3.  Revamping  the  Cokesbury 
distribution  system  in  order  to  eliminate 
a  substantial  part  of  the  expense 
required  to  operate  the  present  system. 

4.  An  appraisal  of  the  impact  on  the 
Publishing  House  operations  of  the 
unrelated  income  provision  of  the 
Internal  Revenue  Act  to  become  ef¬ 
fective  in  1976. 

5.  The  long-range  implications  of  a 
declining  church  membership,  rapidly 
declining  church  school  enrollment,  and 
approaching  zero  population  growth. 

Jack  B.  Russell,  Richmond,  Va.,  at¬ 
torney,  chairman  of  the  board,  presided 
at  the  meeting,  with  the  Rev.  Dr.  J. 
Kenneth  Forbes,  Indianapolis,  Ind., 
serving  as  secretary. 

Named  as  a  committee  to  prepare 
legislation  for  the  1976  General  Con¬ 
ference  relative  to  the  board  and  its  work 
were  Dr.  Forbes,  Mr.  Russell,  and  the 
Rev.  Elaine  E.  Taylor  of  Worcester, 
Mass. 

Next  meeting  of  the  board  is  slated  for 
March  25-26,  1975  in  Chicago. 


Classified 

Rate:  25c  per  word,  figure  or  Initial  per  In- 
aertlon.  Caah  mutt  accompany  order  except  on 
contract  advertising  or  when  otherwtoe  ap¬ 
proved  In  advance.  Minimum  charge  of  15.23 
Service  charge  or  blind  ada  21.00  per  lnaertlan 

BIBLE  HOSPITAL  BOOK  BINDING  -  30 
years  In  business.  Samples,  price  lieu, 
testimonlala  tent  on  request.  412  South  St. 

Paul.  Dallas.  Taxaa  75201.  (214)-747-4840. 

POSITION  WANTED  In  Pereoanel  Admlnla- 
tratlon  In  Methodlat  Church-related  college  or 
other.  17  yeara  experience  Dean  of  Student 
Development.  Aaaoclate  Dean  or  Realdent 
Director.  Resume  on  request.  Nathalie  Pen¬ 
nington.  205  Caperton  Ave..  Lawrenceburg. 

Tenn  38484  (815  >-752-3788. 

FOR  SALE:  133  red  worship  books.  Englewood 
Methodist  Church.  3428  Strong  Ave..  Fort 
Worth.  Texas  78108. 

FUND  RAISING  T  Try  the  deluxe,  but  Inex¬ 
pensive.  ‘‘Calendar  for  People  Who  Care". 
Exquisite  photos,  touching  quotations.  Year- 

“HOW  TO  QUIT  SMOKING  PAINLESSLY". 
Book  and  testa  Classroom  proven  method. 
Money  back  guarantee.  21 .00.  5  for  84.00.  10  for 

17-50  Doug  Henderson.  985  Vienna,  San 
Francisco.  Cal.  84112. 

eluded.  815.00  minimum  order  of  10.  Desk  size 
opens  to  1"  x  14".  Wall  stse  or  Poster  size  also 
available.  Write  for  brochure.  Representative 
Inquiries  welcome.  Communicative  Art  Form. 

20422  Covins  Hills  Rd  .  Covina.  Cal.  18734. 

300  HUMOROUS  ILLUSTRATIONS  FOR 
RELIGIOUS  SPEAKERS  21.00;  8  Biblically- 
baaed  Discussion  Starters  for  Youth  on  LP 
Record.  85.00;  "Folk  Christmas  Cantata  for 
Youth  Groups'*  (Record.  Words,  Guitar 
Chords).  85.00.  Christian  Communications 
Laboratory.  P.  0.  Box  11035,  Knoxville.  Tenn. 
37*19. 

HOLY  LAND  TOUR:  10  days,  2889 .00  round- 
trip.  N.Y.  February  11.  1975.  Rev.  William 
Commer.  Rev.  Douglas  Meyer.  P.O,  Box  1185. 

Le  Porte.  Texas  77371.  Write  for  free 
brochure*. 

INTERESTED  IN  FULL-TIME  POSITION: 
Minister  of  Music  or  music  and  education 
combination.  Ten  years  full-time  experience: 

PEW  CUSHIONS  ADD  to  the  beauty  and 
comfort  of  your  church.  We  specialize  In 
permanently  attached  cushions.  For  In¬ 
formation.  contact:  Randall's  Upholstery.  408 

S.  College.  Wexahachte.  Texas  Phone  (214>- 
897-3*80. 

St.  Mark's  United  Methodist  Church.  Box  4137. 
Baytown.  Texas. 

NEED  A  CREATIVE  CHRISTIAN 
PROORAMER-COORDINATOR?  Prominent 
enabling  educator  and  clergyman  available 
for  traditional  and  Innovative  continuing  adult 
and  youth  education.  Write  about  your  needs: 

Route  2.  Box  30.  Sycamore.  111.  80178.  or  phone 
(815)8888548. 

FOR  SALE:  50  pews,  15’  long,  with  pads.  First 
Methodist.  Box  527.  Hereford.  Texas  79045. 

(808  >-38 4-0770. 

CHOIR  ROBES,  new  or  used.  Stoles  and  ac¬ 
cessories.  pulpit  gowns,  blazers,  confirmation 
gowns.  Rental  or  sale.  Marvin  CoiwtU.  Box 

7370.  Dellas.  Texas  75208.  (214) -270-0919. 

LOOKING  FOR:  Full-time  director  of 
Education,  with  training  In  music.  Salary 
open.  Contact:  Rev.  Roy  A.  Flake.  First  United 
Methodist  Church.  Box  353.  Zephyr  hills.  Fla. 

TOUR  THE  HOLY  LAND  during  the  bsautlfUl 
Christmas  season.  December  28- January  4, 
from  Dallas.  Coat  11,048.  For  Information, 
write:  Rev.  Walter  Zimmerman.  Box  111. 
Rockwall.  Texas  75087.  or  phone  (214 >-7228157. 

NEW.  LARGE  SCRIPTURE  GREETING 
NOTES:  4  beautiful  designs.  12  notes.  Lovely 
gift.  FTee  catalog  Send  13.00  OUve  Tree.  Box 

50.  Dept  TM.  Brookevtlle.  Md  20738 

WANTED:  Lonesome,  single,  male  Christian, 

50-80  for  friendship,  possible  marriage. 
Minimum  2  year  college  education  dee  treble 

My  age:  a  young  50;  aren't  we  aUT  Phone 
(3081-3838382. 

WANTED  EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR  for 
private,  ehur ch-r elated .  multifunction  child 
and  family  agency  Responsibility  to  manage 
total  program.  Graduate  degree  and  5  years 
experience  In  program  delivery  and 
management  required  Must  relate  well  to 
churches.  Write:  Selection  Committee.  Alaska 
Children's  Services.  4800  Abbott  Rd., 
Anchorage.  Alaska  88507 

REFORMATION  HERITAGE  TOUR  to 
England.  France.  Germany  .  Netherlands  with 

t beginning  April  7. 1875.  from  Dallas  8849  For 
brochure:  Bob  Sanders.  Box  7*3.  Winters. 
Texas  7*887.  (*15>-754  5313. 

MINISTERS  CONTINUING  EDUCATION. 

Join  Methodists  expanding  Intellectual 
horizons  through  directed  external  studies. 
Graduate  programs  based  on  traditional 
standards  available  to  disciplined  students 
everywhere.  Brochure;  The  Oeneva 
Theological  College  In  Indiana.  Box  1138. 
Merrillville,  lad.  48410. 

WANTED:  Used  addressing  machine  and  or 

A-  B.  Dick  model  418  mtmeogrsph.  St.  Paul 
United  Method  let  Church,  P.  O.  Box  1098. 
Socorro.  N.  M  87801 

THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 
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Increases  studied 


Discipleship  board 
sorts  out  its  budget 


Celebrating  the  Eucharist 
NEW  YORK  —  Three  of  the  Episcopal  women  ordained  last  July  became  the  first 
women  in  the  U.S.  Episcopal  Church  to  perform  publicly  the  distinctively  priestly 
acts  of  the  Communion  service.  Concelebrating  the  Eucharist  at  New  York’s 
Riverside  Church  were,  from  left:  the  Rev.  Carter  Heyward,  28,  of  New  York,  the 
Rev.  Allison  Cheek,  47,  of  Annandale,  Va.,  and  the  Rev.  Jeannette  Piccard,  79,  of 
Minneapolis.  They  were  supported  by  a  number  of  United  Methodists  as  they  acted 
in  defiance  of  a  declaration  by  the  Episcopal  House  of  Bishops  that  their  ordinations 
were  invalid,  and  against  the  expressed  wishes  of  Episcopal  Bishop  Paul  Moore  of 
New  York.  religious  news  service  photo 

United  Methodists  take  part 

Episcopal  women 
celebrate  Eucharist 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  Acting  with  a 
sense  of  history  in  the  making,  three  of 
the  Episcopal  women  ordained  last  July 
chose  Reformation  Sunday  (Oct.  27)  for 
their  first  public  celebration  of  the 
Eucharist. 

Becoming  the  first  women  of  the  U.S. 
Episcopal  Church  to  perform  publicly  the 
distinctively  priestly  acts  of  the  Com¬ 
munion  service  were  the  Rev.  Carter 
Heyward,  28,  of  New  York,  the  Rev. 
Allison  Cheek,  47,  of  Annandale,  Va.,  and 
the  Rev.  Jeannette  Piccard,  79,  of 
Minneapolis. 

They  acted  in  defiance  of  a  declaration 
by  the  Episcopal  House  of  Bishops  that 
their  ordinations  were  invalid,  and 
against  the  expressed  wishes  of 
Episcopal  Bishop  Paul  Moore  of  New 
York. 

But  they  were  enthusiastically  ap¬ 
plauded  by  a  congregation  of  some  1,400 
people  attending  the  service,  which  was 
given  a  strong  ecumenical  character  by 
the  participation  of  Baptist,  Methodist, 
Presbyterian,  Reformed,  Lutheran, 
Unitatian,  United  Church  of  Christ  and 
Catholic,  as  well  as  Episcopal,  women. 

United  Methodists  taking  part  in  the 
service  included  the  Rev.  Jeanne  Audrey 
Powers,  United  Methodist  assistant 
general  secretary  for  ecumenical  and 
interreligious  concerns  and  Peggy 
Billings,  an  executive  of  the  Women’s 
Division  of  the  church. 

“Here  we  stand.  We  can  do  no  other," 
said  the  Rev.  Carol  Anderson,  quoting 
Luther.  Ms.  Anderson,  an  Episcopal 
deacon  who  delivered  the  sermon  before 
the  Eucharist,  is  an  assistant  minister  at 
the  St.  James  Episcopal  Church  of  New 
York,  whose  rector,  Dr.  John  Coburn,  is 
president  of  the  Church’s  House  of 
Deputies. 


The  Sunday  evening  service,  which  ran 
more  than  two  hours,  was  held  at  the 
Riverside  Church,  an  Interdenomin¬ 
ational  congregation  affiliated  with  the 
United  Church  of  Christ  and  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Baptist  Churches.  The  Riverside 
Women's  center  served  as  a  sponsor  of 
the  event. 

The  event  was  called  a  “Service  in 
Celebration  of  Women  in  Ministry.” 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

ST.  LOUIS  -  The  Board  of  Disciple¬ 
ship,  still  smarting  from  a  weekend 
battle  over  restructuring,  faced  one  more 
show-down  at  the  Oct.  28  closing  session 
here  —  a  show-down  which  ended  in 
compromise  over  1977-80  quadrennium 
financial  askings. 

In  final  action  on  “ball-park"  budget 
estimates  —  a  procedure  the  Board  was 
clearly  unhappy  with  —  members  settled 
on  a  percentage  increase  figure  higher 
than  originally  proposed,  but  far  below  a 
whopping  increase  projected  by  a  task 
force  from  its  division  of  Evangelism, 
Worship  and  Stewardship  (EWS), 

By  a  vote  of  33-22,  the  board  agreed  to 
ask  the  Council  on  Finance  and  Admini- 
tration  (CFA)  for  a  20-percent  across- 
the-board  increase  in  1977  over  1976 
World  Service  Funds  allocations,  and  a 
ten  percent  increase  each  succeeding 
year  of  the  quadrennium. 

A  proposal  by  EWS  chairperson  Rev. 
Edward  L.  Duncan  to  more  than  double 
EWS  1977  askings  over  1975  allocations 
would  have,  he  said,  “indicated  to  CFA 
that,  because  discipleship  is  crucial,  we 
are  asking  them  to  look  at  our  full 
board’s  apportionments  and  give  us 
more.” 

Mr.  Duncan  said  his  group’s  estimate 
was  an  effort  "not  just  to  live  with  what 
we  have,  but  to  dream.”  He  told 
TM/  UMR  that  the  EWS  figure,  from 
$666,663  in  1975  to  $1,358,000  in  1977,  was 
not  a  move  to  inflate  the  priorities  of  his 
division,  but  to  draw  attention  to  the 
needs  of  the  entire  board. 

The  board  was  clearly  uncomfortable 
in  the  first  place  with  the  CFA  directive 
to  set  “ball-park”  (rough  estimate) 
quadrennium  figures  “without  program 
projections  and  without  adequate  time,” 
according  to  presiding  Bishop  W.  Ken¬ 
neth  Goodson. 

Nonetheless,  one  member  told  Dr. 
Duncan,  estimating  tentatively  or  not,  it 
was  not  feasible  to  aim  too  high. 

Dr.  Richard  E.  Hamilton,  Indianapolis, 
who  proposed  the  final  compromise 
amendment,  said,  “We  are  not  helping 
ourselves  when  we  ask  for  Increases  of 
this  size.  I  have  no  quarrel  with  the 
needs,  but  we  would  be  asking  for  a 
negative  response.” 

Following  the  final  vote,  Dr.  Duncan 
said  “we  were  not  rejected.  Even  this 
amount  is  considerably  higher  than  any 
earlier  proposals  which,  at  one  time,  was 
a  straight  ten  percent  cost-of-living  raise. 
This  simply  indicated  that  the  divisions 
did  not  have  enough  time  to  adequately 
consider  the  matter.  We  gained  a 
hearing,  and  I  believe  a  seed  was  plant¬ 
ed. ” 

The  board’s  “ball-park”  requests, 


which  will  go  now  to  the  General  Con¬ 
ference  on  Ministries  for  screening, 
would,  if  approved,  bring  Discipleship  a 
total  of  $3,361,086  in  1977  —  an  increase  of 
$560,180  over  1976’s  World  Service  Fund 
allocation  of  $2,800,905. 

Alluding  in  his  regular  division  report 
to  EWS  controversy  earlier  in  the 
weekend  over  staff  and  section  reduc¬ 
tions,  (See  TM/UMR,  Nov.  l)  which 
some  division  members  feared  would 
weaken  its  thrust,  Mr.  Duncan  said,  "We 
have  shed  some  blood,  bound  up  our 
wounds  and  learned  some  things,  I  am 
hopeful." 

He  told  TM/  UMR  that,  given  the 
problems  of  the  weekend,  he  sees  “new 
working  relationships"  in  his  division. 

The  Rev.  W.  Kenneth  Pyles,  Milton,  W. 
Va.,  a  strong  advocate  of  renewed 
emphasis  on  evangelism,  told  TM/  UMR 
Monday,  however,  that  “Many  of  us  are 
still  concerned  about  a  de-emphasis  on 
evangelism.  Our  problems  are  not  over." 

The  two-year-old  Board,  which  was 
merged  from  the  old  Boards  of  Laity  and 
Evangelism  and  portions  of  several  other 
boards,  has  been  involved  in  a  massive 
restructuring  process,  which  general 
secretary  Dr,  Melvin  Talbert  has  said 
must  now  get  completed,  so  that  the 
board  can  “move  out  in  service.” 

In  other  action  at  its  final  session,  the 
board  amended  an  earlier  affirmative 
action  statement  on  procedures  for 
hiring  women  by  substituting  a  goal  of 
“steady  and  intentional  employment" 
for  a  previously-stated  30-percent  figure. 
It  retained,  however,  goals  of  1976  for 
appreciably  increasing  the  number  of 
women  on  its  professional  staff,  and  1978 
for  a  substantial  increase  at  the 
executive  level. 

It  also  added  a  clause  insuring  that 
“implications  as  related  to  present 
professional  staff"  will  be  part  of  an 
implementation  study  now  being  made  — 
obviously  an  attempt  to  reassure 
members  who  have  just  been  through  a 
staff-reduction  struggle. 

Also  approved  by  the  board  were  two 
measures  dealing  with  its  headquarters 
property  in  Nashville.  It  agreed  to  name 
two  buildings  in  The  United  Methodist 
Center  for  two  noted  churchmen:  Bishop 
Paul  B.  Kern,  who  was  chairman  of  the 
Board  of  Education  at  the  time  the  1001 
19th  Avenue  building  was  erected,  and 
Dr.  Harry  Denman,  longtime  general 
secretary  of  the  Board  of  Evangelism, 
whose  name  would  be  given  to  the  1908 
Grand  Avenue  building.  The  move  was 
subject  to  similar  approval  by  the  Board 
of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry,  with 
which  Discipleship  jointly  owns  the 
buildings. 


Ask  for  United  States  efforts  to  curb  world  hunger  problems 

Denominations  join  hunger  plea 


WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (RNS)  -  Acting 
on  the  eve  of  the  World  Food  Conference 
in  Rome,  a  total  of  eight  Protestant 
denominations  have  now  written 
Secretary  of  State  Henry  Kissinger 
expressing  support  for  a  U.S.  food  policy, 
which  would  meet  the  needs  of  the 
hungry  of  the  world.  (Dr.  Tracey  K. 
Jones,  Jr.,  general  secretary  of  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  was  among  the  first  church 
leaders  to  express  such  a  concern.  See 
TM/  UMR,  Nov.  1.) 

Individual  letters  from  the  officials 
were  delivered  at  the  State  Department 
on  Oct.  25,  one  of  the  days  Mr.  Kissinger 
was  in  Moscow,  by  Dr.  Everett  C. 
Parker,  director  of  communications  for 
the  United  Church  of  Christ  and  a 
member  of  the  UCC  hunger  task  force. 
The  officials  were  in  addition  to  Dr. 
Jones : 

Bishop  John  M.  Allin,  presiding  bishop 
of  the  Episcopal  Church;  Dr.  Lawrence 
W.  Bottoms,  moderator  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  U.S.  (Southern); 
Dr.  Robert  C.  Campbell,  general 


Cora  Dudley ,  84 ,  has 
6 ministry  by  telephone 9 


MIAMI,  Fla.  —  When  the  Lord  told 
Cora  Dudley,  84,  to  “get  busy”.  He  made 
her  a  lifeline,  literally,  for  dozens  of 
south  Dade  County  elderly  people 

Mrs.  Dudley,  a  member  of  Cutler 
Ridge  UMC,  is  local  church  coordinator 
for  a  Telephone  Reassurance  Service 
which  reaches  out  daily  to  lonely  senior 
citizens,  many  of  whom  are  younger  than 
she  is. 

One  of  15  coordinators  of  a  new  district¬ 
wide  United  Methodist  Urban  Ministries 
program,  Mrs.  Dudley  carefully  matches 
her  35  volunteer  callers  to  the  people  they 
will  be  calling  “for  reassurance”  each 
day. 

And  because  she  keeps  in  close  per¬ 
sonal  touch  with  those  being  called, 
phone  calls  are  sometimes  only  the 
beginning  of  the  lay  ministry  her  group 
performs* , 

“Actually,  our  job  is  to  make  a  three- 
minute  phone  call  each  day,  to  make  sure 
the  person  is  all  right,”  Mrs.  Dudley  told 
TM/  UMR.  “But  people  who  are  alone 
have  many  needs,  and  I  know  the  Lord 
put  me  here  to  help  take  care  of  them." 

Her  volunteers  are  a  cross-section  of 
busy,  young  mothers  and  older  people, 
not  all  of  them  members  of  Cutler  Ridge : 
“I  spoke  to  a  social  club  and  immediately 
received  12  volunteer  callers  and  the 
names  of  six  people  who  need  calling. 

Young  and  vigorous  —  “I  had  a  heart 


attack  in  1968  but  am  in  the  best  of  health 
now"  —  Mrs.  Dudley  also  visits  people 
when  she  can.  And  she  loves  to  tell  stories 
of  needs  her  volunteers  have  filled. 

There’s  the  young  doctor  and  his  wife 
who  went  to  visit  an  ailing  couple  in  a 
trailer  park,  and  returned  to  paint  the 
couple’s  rusting  trailer. 

Or  the  matching-up  of  a  healthy,  75- 
year-old  woman  who  wasn’t  happy  living 
with  her  son’s  family,  with  an  86-year-old 
blind  woman  who  needed  someone  with 
her.  “They’re  living  together  now  and  as 
happy  as  clams."  Mrs.  Dudley  said  with 
satisfaction. 

Telling  her  story  recently  before  50 
ministers  to  raise  funds  for  a  staff  and 
director  for  United  Ministries,  she 
reports  she  raised  $8,000  on  the  spot  and  a 
promise  from  each  to  go  back  and 
request  local  church  budget  money  for 
1975. 

Directed  by  the  Rev.  Morrell  Robinson, 
Urban  Ministries  created  the  Telephone 
Reassurance  Service  in  early  June, 
according  to  its  district  coordinator,  Mrs. 
J.  Robert  Innis,  of  Hialeah.  “This  began 
as  a  Methodist  ministry,"  Mrs.  Innis 
said.  “But  now  it's  become  a  mission  to 
all  in  the  community  who  need  it  —  and 
we’re  just  beginning  to  find  out  how 
many  there  are.” 

—PAT  SITES 


secretary  of  the  American  Baptist 
Churches; 

Dr.  Robert  J.  Marshall,  president  of 
the  Lutheran  Church  in  America,  Dr. 
Robert  V.  Moss,  president  of  the  United 
Church  of  Christ;  Dr.  Kenneth  L. 
Teegarden,  president  of  the  Christian 
Church  (Disciples  of  Christ),  and 
William  P.  Thompson,  stated  clerk  of  the 
United  Presbyterian  Church. 

“It  is  my  strong  hope,”  said  Bishop 
Allin,  “as  you  lead  the  American 
delegation  to  the  World  Food  Conference 
in  Rome,  that  you  will  urge  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  a  plan  for  international  food 
production  to  help  meet  the  current 
world  crisis.” 

“There  is  strong  evidence  that  people 
within  our  Church,”  said  Dr.  Bottoms, 
“are  ready  to  make  significant  sacrifices 
on  behalf  of  the  world’s  hunger  if  they 
can  be  assured  that  the  United  States 
Government,  in  its  policies,  will  enable 
those  sacrifices  to  be  meaningful  and 
effective.” 

“While  many  general  statements  have 
been  made  about  the  desire  of  the  United 
States  to  assist  hungry  nations,"  wrote 
Dr.  Campbell,  “we  have  not  yet  seen  a 
statement  of  policy  regarding  the  USA 
commitment  to  relief  aid.  We  have  been 
troubled  by  suggestions  that  the  USA  is 
committed  to  a  policy  of  ‘raise  as  much 
as  you  can,  sell  as  much  as  you  can’ 
without  a  commitment  to  meeting  relief 
needs  wherever  they  are  found.” 

“We  would  hope,”  said  Dr.  Jones, 
“that  the  United  States  government 
would  take  a  strong  position  in  the  World 


Food  Conference  dealing  with  the 
development  of  some  kind  of  in¬ 
ternational  food  reserve  plan  and  also  a 
high  priority  in  terms  of  the  Western 
nations  meeting  this  human  crisis  that  is 
so  heavy  on  all  of  us.” 

Dr.  Marshall  listed  several  items  for 
which  he  requested  “deliberate  con¬ 
sideration."  Among  these  was  letting 
“food  aid  have  priority  over  export 
potentials”  and  reordering  U.S.  aid 
programs  "with  lesser  amounts  given  for 
food  assistance  and  social  and  economic 
development." 

“We  are  dismayed,"  said  Dr.  Moss, 
“by  the  thought  that  our  country  might 
use  food  as  a  political  weapon  or  a 
bargaining  device  in  international  trade. 
We  have  the  resources  to  lead  other 
nations  in  developing  sound  food  policies 
that  will  both  protect  food  producers  and 
insure  an  equitable  global  distribution  of 
food  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  world’s 
hungry." 

Dr.  Thompson  called  for  direct  food  aid 
to  meet  immediate  needs,  an  in¬ 
ternational  program  for  establishing 
food  reserves  to  meet  future  shortages 
and  technical  assistance  to  improve  the 
ability  of  developing  nations  to  meet 
their  own  growing  needs. 
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ican  services 


Dr.  Walter  Albritton,  pastor  of 
Government  Street  United  Methodist 
Church,  Mobile,  Ala.,  will  be  guest 
speaker  at  a  men’s  retreat  at  First 
Church,  Shreveport,  November  22  -  23. 
Doctor  Albritton  is  former  head  of  the 
Lay  Witness  and  small  group  movement 
of  the  Methodist  Church,  Nashville.  W. 
Harvey  Lalng,  lay  leader  of  Shreveport 
First  Church  is  in  charge  of  the  program. 
Dr.  D.  L.  Dykes  is  pastor. 


Upholds  action  of  Boards  of  Church  and  Society 

Judicial  Council  rules 
on  Louisiana  Resolution 


UMW  activity  covers  wide  span 


Rear  Admiral  W.  W.  Barrow,  Laity 
Day  speaker  at  First  Church,  New 
Orleans. 

A  number  of  churches  throughout  the 
Conference  have  reported  special 
highlights  of  Laity  Sunday  in  October. 
First  Church,  New  Orleans,  had  as  guest 
speaker  Rear  Admiral  W.  W.  Barrow  of 
the  United  States  Coast  Guard.  Rear 
Admiral  Barrow  is  in  charge  of  the 
Eighth  Coast  Guard  District,  stationed  in 
New  Orleans  East.  He  and  his  family  are 
members  of  First  Church  and  active  in 
church  life. 

Mrs.  Robert  M.  Compton,  Conference 
President  of  UMW,  was  speaker  for  Laity 
Day  at  the  Napoleon  Avenue  Church, 
New  Orleans.  Mrs.  Compton’s  subject 
was  “Alive  In  Mission.’’ 

DeQuincey  Church,  the  Rev.  Byrd  L. 
Terry,  pastor,  reports  a  meaningful 
Laity  Day  celebration  at  the  church,  with 
lay  persons  leading  the  worship  services. 
Two  laymen,  C.  K.  Davis  and  Harvey 
Brown  were  presented  plaques  for 
outstanding  service  to  the  church. 

Laity  Day  at  Ingleside  Church,  Baton 
Rouge,  was  observed  with  a  father-son 
team  leading  the  service.  Rand  Guy  and 
Randy  Guy  brought  the  message,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Fred  S.  Flurry,  pastor. 


The  church’s  national  Board  of  Church 
and  Society  was  upheld  by  the  Judicial 
Council  in  its  authority  to  support  a 
political  issue  lobby,  one  supporting  a 
specific  national  health  proposal  now 
before  congress.  The  ruling  is  expected 
to  have  wide  interest  at  both  denomi¬ 
national  and  congregational  levels. 

Disappointment  was  expressed  by  Dr. 
J.  Robert  Kemmerly  and  the  Rev.  Kirby 
Bining  of  the  Minder*  Church,  and  others. 
The  Council  made  clear  that  while  it 
upheld  the  action  of  the  Board  of  Church 
and  Society  on  Disciplinary  grounds, 
there  are  ways  through  elections  to 
general  board  memberships  and  through 
legislation  in  the  General  Conference  to 
take  corrective  action  on  matters  of  this 
kind. 

It  is  significant  that  the  Judicial 
Council  considered  this  resolution  and 
devoted  many  hours  to  it  and  provided  an 
open  hearing  for  all  who  were  interested 
in  hearing  presentations  of  the  case  both 
for  and  against.  The  Judicial  Council  had 
been  asked  by  the  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  and  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  not  to  consider  the  case,  but 
the  Council  ruled  against  this  prior  plea. 

The  challenge  to  the  lobby  support 
came  from  our  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  on  the  basis  that  the  health 
care  bill  had  not  been  endorsed  by  United 
Methodist  memberships  either  directly 
or  through  General  Conference  and  that 
the  board  had  participated  in  partisan 
political  activity”  by  contributing  from 
churchwide  funds  and  giving  the 
church’s  name  to  the  lobby  group. 

After  hearing  both  Board  and  Confer¬ 
ence  representatives,  the  church’s 
Supreme  Court  decided:  “The  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  was  acting  within  its 
Disciplinary  purpose  and  authority  in 
supporting  the  Health  Security  Action 
Council  as  a  means  of  implementing  the 
expressed  concern  about  the  health  care 
delivery  system  as  stated  by  the  1972 
General  Conference,  even  though  the 
General  Conference  issued  no  specific 
directive  for  such  support.” 


The  Washington  based  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  has  for  the  past  two 
years  been  a  member  of  the  Health 
Security  Action  Council  formed  by 
religion,  labor  and  health  care  groups  to 
promote  adoption  of  the  Health  Security 
Act  (S  3-HR  22)  and  has  given  $1,000  per 
year  to  the  cause.  This  followed  analysis 
of  the  act  and  five  other  health  care 
legislative  proposals  by  board  staff  who 
determined  that  this  one  most  nearly  met 
the  criteria  for  health  care  established  by 
a  1972  General  Conference  resolution. 

The  challenge  came  from  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Annual  Conference.  It  was  brought  to 
the  attention  of  the  conference  by  Dr.  J. 
Robert  Kimmerly,  member  of  First 
Church,  Minden.  The  question  was  “Does 
the  Book  of  Discipline  give  authority  to 
the  Board  of  Church  and  Society  to  join 
and  give  World  Service  money  to  a 
partisan  political  lobby  group  such  as 
Health  Security  Action  Council  organized 
for  the  purpose  of  promoting  a  single 
legislative  bill  when  the  legislation  in 
question  has  received  no  endorsement  by 
the  General  Conference?” 

The  Judicial  Council  found  ‘‘No 
indication  that  the  Board  assumed  it  was 
‘speaking  for  the  Church’.” 

In  his  appearance  before  the  Council, 
Dr.  Kimmerly  said  he  was  not  against 
boards  entering  into  political  activity, 
but  “not  where  there  is  no  evidence  that 
the  rank  and  file  of  the  church  supports 
such  action.”  His  pastor,  the  Rev.  Kirby 
Bining  of  Minden,  stressed  the  matter  of 
accountability  of  the  General  Boards  to 
the  church  for  their  actions  and 
especially  for  the  use  of  funds  given  by 
members. 

The  case  for  the  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  was  presented  to  the  Judicial 
Council  by  the  board’s  attorney,  John 
Stumbo  of  Topeka,  Kansas  and  by  Bishop 
Wilbur  W.  Y.  Choy  of  Seattle  and  the  Rev. 
Grover  C.  Bagby  of  Washington  D.  C., 
respectively  vice-president  and  associate 
general  secretary  of  the  board. 

The  decision  of  the  Judicial  Council 
was  unanimous. 


United  Methodist  Women,  always  serving,  making  use  of 
their  talents,  witnessing  for  the  Church,  are  continuing  their 
pace  through  the  fall  and  winter  months.  Several  pictures  and 
items  of  interest  from  a  variety  of  churches  in  the  Conference 
have  been  sent  to  the  offices  of  this  newspaper,  and  we  have 


attempted  to  get  them  together  to  share  with  our  readers. 

Pictured  here  are  some  of  these  ladies  who  have  been  using 
their  time  and  talents  to  enhance  the  work  of  their  local 
churches. 


A  fall  Bazaar  at 
Algiers  Church. 
New  Orleans , 
netted  approxi¬ 
mately  $1,000  to  be 
used  for  Conference 
Askings  for  1974, 
according  to  Louis 
Roos,  pastor. 
Shown  here  are 
some  of  the  ladies 
who  sponsored  the 
event:  Mrs.  W.  J. 
Lannes:  Mrs.  L.  F. 
DeLattre.  chairper¬ 
son;  Mrs.  R.  Dul- 
cich;  Mrs.  C.  Less- 
ley;  and  Mrs.  G. 
Stude,  vice-chair¬ 
person. 


sprtnghill  Church  UMW  came  up  with  something  a  little  dif¬ 
ferent  for  a  recent  meeting.  Shown  here  are  Mrs.  Evans  Lovitt 
and  Mrs.  N.  J.  McConnell  who  performed  a  skit,  along  with  a 
book  review  of  " The  Old  Time  Religion."  Mrs.  Lovitt  par - 
frayed  a  Methodist  preacher  catling  on  a  backwoods  cabin 
dweller  portrayed  by  Mrs.  McConnell.  Mrs.  Olen  Heflin  gave 
the  book  review. 

Hurricane  Fifi 
fund  grows 


Broadmoor  UMW,  Baton  Rouge,  held  a  Taste  Fair,  using  the 
Four  Seasons”  theme.  Since  all  pledge  money  is  sent  to 
national  headquarters  for  mission  work.  Broadmoor  UMW 
raise  additional  funds  through  special  projects.  Through  this 
event,  approximately  $1,500  is  raised  annually.  Pictured  left  to 
right,  are:  Betty  Thiel.  UMW  President;  Mabel  McGuire; 
Janice  Coopenhaver;  Mary  Camp,  with  a  display  of  the 
projects  at  the  Fair. 


Two  honored 
Orleans  Laity 


Shown  in  this  photograph  are  persons 
tended  the  South  Centra!  Jurisdictional  Workshop  for  Annual  Conference  officers 
held  at  Mt.  Sequoyah  in  October.  Left  to  right:  Dr.  R.  Leonard  Cooke.  Treasurer ; 
Miss  Peggy  Bolton,  assistant  to  Treasurer:  Dr.  Clyde  Clark.  Chairman  of  the 
Cabinet;  and  the  Rev.  James  J.  Caraway,  Secretary  of  the  Council  on  Finance. 

Father  of  Shreveport 
pastor  dies 

Garland  Carlton  Dean,  Sr.,  of  Colfax, 
father  of  the  Rev.  Garland  C.  Dean,  Jr., 
of  Morningside  Church,  Shreveport,  died 
on  October  24.  He  was  a  retired  farmer 
and  cattleman,  a  native  of  Fairmount. 

In  addition  to  the  Rev.  Dean,  Jr.,  he  is 
survived  by  another  son,  Lloyd  E.  Dean, 

Colfax;  two  daughters,  Mrs.  Ruth 
McMullen  of  Clearwater,  Fla.;  and  Mrs. 

Mary  Hodnet,  of  Franklin;  a  brother,  L. 

B.  Dean  of  Pineville;  16  grandchildren 
and  one  great-grandchild. 

Funeral  services  were  held  at  Colfax 
Church,  with  the  Revs.  Percy  Emmanuel 
and  Richard  Walton  officiating. 


Dr.  Leonard  Cooke,  Conference 
Treasurer,  and  Hubert  Blanchard, 
Chairman  of  the  Conference  Disaster 
Committee  have  reported  excellent 
response  from  churches  in  every  district 
for  “Hurricane  Fifi”  funds. 

The  most  recent  figures  released  show 
a  total  of  $22,146.51.  Contributions  con¬ 
tinue  to  come  in,  and  help  will  be  needed 
on  a  long  time  basis. 

Once  again,  our  Louisiana  Conference 
has  demonstrated  its  active  concern  for 
others ! 


St.  Andrew 
Church  UMW.  New 
Orleans  sponsored 
a  New  Member  Tea 
at  the  home  of  Mrs. 
Jack  Irby.  The 
guests  are  shown 
here  with  the  in¬ 
coming  president. 
Mrs.  Willie  Bras¬ 
well  ( second  row, 
third  from  left). 


at  New 
Bancruet 


Lake  Charles  District  to  hold 
missions  banquet  December  3 


Lake  Charles  District  is  preparing  for 
its  District  Missions  banquet  on 
December  3,  and  according  to  Byrl 
Moreland,  District  Superintendent,  this 
promises  to  be  one  of  the  “.  .  .big  events 
of  the  year.” 

Approximately  125  persons  are  ex¬ 


pected  to  attend,  including  pastors,  work 
area  on  Missions  chairpersons,  and 
representatives  to  the  District  Board  of 
Missions. 

At  its  annual  banquet,  the  District 
selects  District  Advance.  This  is  for 
giving  over  and  above  regular  askings. 


(Lto  R)  Walter  Harris,  the  Rev.  John  Bayliss,  Ferd  Grayson,  Mrs.  Ella  Dunbar, 
Dr.  Robert  Dyer. 


The  Lake  Charles  District  Missions’  Executive  Committee  met  recently  to 
formulate  plans  for  the  banquet  in  December.  Shown  here  are  some  of  the  persons 
Involved  in  planning,  left  to  right:  Ivo  Dutra  of  Brazil,  whom  the  District  sponsors  at 
McNeese;  Mrs.  Martin  Wagnon,  banquet  chairman;  Eskel  Tatum,  District  Missions 
Secretary;  and  Mrs.  Howard  Carter,  President  of  the  District  Board  of  Missions. 

j)  $1^ 


Ferd  Grayson,  of  the  Rayne  Memorial 
church  and  Mrs.  Ella  Dunbar,  First 
church,  were  given  “outstanding  laity” 
awards  at  the  annual  New  Orleans 
District  Laity  Banquet  held  at 
Munholland  church  on  October  29. 

Grayson,  a  distinguished  New  Orleans 
citizen  for  the  past  seventeen  years,  and 
lay  leader  of  his  local  church,  has  been 
director  of  the  United  Way  organization 
of  New  Orleans  until  recent  retirement. 

Fifteen  engaged 
in  continuing 
education  program 

Fifteen  persons  in  the  New  Orleans 
community  are  engaged  in  a  12-week 
program  of  study  as  a  part  of  the  Con¬ 
tinuing  Education  Program  of  Perkins 
School  of  Theology.  The  study  is  entitled 
“An  Inquiry  into  the  Charismatic  or  Holy 
Spirit  Movement,”  and  is  meeting 
through  December  19  at  St.  Luke’s 
Church  in  New  Orleans.  Members  share 
in  the  class  leadership. 

Those  participating  in  the  class  are: 
Don  Alverson;  Art  Baker;  T.  R. 
Bergeron,  Sr.;  Ralph  Cain;  George 
Duerson;  Jim  Evans;  Roy  Garrett;  Rick 
Hebert;  Ray  Holt. 

Calvin  Lapuyade;  Bill  Mayo;  Fred  O. 
Shirley;  Bernard  Smith;  Gilbert  Wade; 
and  John  Winn. 


Mrs.  Dunbar,  has  distinguished  herself 
at  many  levels  of  work  in  women’s  af¬ 
fairs  in  district,  conference,  jurisdic¬ 
tional,  and  general  church  levels  as  well 
as  local  church. 

Reed  Draffen,  district  lay  leader, 
presided  at  the  banquet  which  was  at¬ 
tended  by  about  200  persons.  The  Area 
Provost,  Rev.  Ralph  Cain,  was  the 
speaker  for  the  occasion. 

Brief  notes  about 
important  events 

The  Thibodaux  Clergymen’s  Associa¬ 
tion  has  elected  new  officers  for  the  up¬ 
coming  year,  and  the  Rev.  Larry  Robert¬ 
son  of  First  Church  was  named  presi¬ 
dent. 

Members  and  friends  of  Mt.  Zion 
Church,  Clinton,  gathered  on  September 
15  to  celebrate  the  church’s  many  years 
of  service.  Special  music  for  the  an¬ 
niversary  was  furnished  by  choirs  from 
the  community,  and  the  sermon  was 
preached  by  the  Rev.  Ameal  D.  Ennis, 
pastor. 

Vivian  Church  held  a  Lay  Witness 
Mission  November  8-10.  Twenty  families 
from  Louisiana,  Texas  and  Ohio  visited 
Vivian  and  shared  their  faith  and  witness 
to  the  power  of  Christ  in  their  lives. 


Ponchatoula  United  Methodist  Women 
recently  honored  Mrs.  Merian  Reynolds 
with  a  special  membership  certificate 
and  pin  in  appreciation  for  ” her  faithful 
leadership.”  The  pin  was  a  gift  from 
Circle  I,  UMW,  of  the  Ponchatoula 
Church.  Mrs.  Reynolds,  left,  is  shown 
receiving  the  pin  from  Mrs.  Mary  Muller. 

“The  Church  In  The  Heart  < 
Of  New  Orleans”  j: 

First  Church,  New  Orleans,  is 
150  years  old,  and  during  the  month  :j 
of  November,  the  Church  is  mark-  •: 
ing  this  important  milestone  in  its  :• 
history.  .$ 

In  a  specially-prepared  com- 
memorative  brochure,  George  W. 
Ross,  pastor,  sums  up  his  senti-  X 
ments  concerning  the  church:  :j 
“Remembering,  gratitude  and  £ 
hope  are  what  it  means  to  be  150 
years  old.  .  £ 


More  than  a 
century  of  harmony 

Harmony  Chapel  and  Lisbon  Churches 
observed  their  125th  anniversary  this 
fall.  Harmony  Chapel  celebrated  this 
important  day  on  October  27,  and  Lisbon 
on  November  3.  Pastor  of  both  churches 
and  of  the  Arizona  Church  is  the  Rev. 
Terry  Lowe,  who  is  in  his  first  year  at  the 
three-church  ministry. 

The  early  settlers  who  arrived  in  this 
part  of  the  country  saw  the  immediate 
need  for  a  place  to  worship,  and  on  land 
owned  by  Mr.  Donelson  Day,  they  put  up 
a  one-room  log  house.  The  name 
“Harmony  Chapel"  was  given  the  church 
.because  of  the  spirit  of  harmony 
among  the  members."  Settlers  came  to 
the  church  for  guidance,  courage  and 
worship.  Mr.  Donelson  later  donated 
three  acres  of  land  to  the  church. 

As  more  settlers  came,  the  church 
grew  and  was  the  center  of  religious  life 
in  the  community  for  many  years.  The 
history  of  the  church  is  long  and  in¬ 
teresting.  And  despite  a  changing 
community,  the  same  spirit  exists. 

The  Ruston  Daily  News,  in  telling  the 
“story”  of  the  church,  says,  “.  .  The 
charter  members  would  probably  be 
delighted  to  know  that  the  church  bell 
rings  every  Sunday  morning  at  the  time 
of  services.” 


Aurora  Church  Fair 


Aurora  Church, 
New  Orleans,  is 
holding  a  Fair  this 
weekend.  Novem¬ 
ber  15-16  to  raise 
funds  to  purchase 
furnishings  for  the 
new  sanctuary  and 
education-recrea¬ 
tion  buildings  now 
under  construction. 
Shown  are  Dr. 
Henry  Rickey, 
pastor;  Louise  and 
Marvin  Kiel ; 
Sharon  and  Doyt 
Sheets,  all  of  whom 
are  co-chairmen. 
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Has  the  constant  flow  of  economic 
“bad  news*’  —  reenforced  by  the  prac 
tieal  problem  of  balancing  the  budget- 
given  you  a  case  of  the  blahs  or  the 
grumps? 

If  it  has,  you  are  not  alone.  We’ve  found 
ourselves  "crunched”  from  so  many 
different  directions  by  increasing  prices 
against  relatively  fixed  incomes  that 
we’ve  been  tempted  to  throw  up  our 
hands  in  despair. 

When  faced  with  that  temptation, 
however,  we've  had  to  remind  ourselves 
of  an  all-important  perspective,  which 
we  share  with  you :  there  is  much  more  to 
life’s  meaning  and  mission  than 
wrestling  with  budgets. 

God  is  still  in  charge  of  the  universe, 
and  He  is  good.  Those  of  us  who  place  our 
trust  in  Him  are  not  promised  riches  or 
lives  of  ease.  But  we  are  given  something 


much  greater:  the  assurance  of  His  love 
and  concern,  and  the  promise  of  spiritual 
strength  to  deal  with  any  circumstance 
which  might  arise. 

If  we  have  the  blahs  or  the  grumps, 
then  chances  are  that  we  are  relying  too 
much  on  our  own  abilities  to  cope  with 
life’s  problems  and  too  little  on  the 
source  of  strength  which  only  God  can 
provide. 

We  don’t  suggest  that  “stagflation” 
and  related  problems  be  ignored,  or  that 
the  misery  they  cause  will  suddenly 
evaporate. 

We  do  suggest  that  even  when  con¬ 
fronted  by  “stagflation”  and  other 
seemingly  unresolvable  problems,  we 
can  cope  joyfully  if  we  remember  to 
Whom  we  belong,  for  what  purpose  He 
has  called  us  to  serve,  and  if  we  place  our 
trust  in  Him. 


By  BENJ.  BIRD  MOORE 
As  the  deadly  strife  continues  in 
Northern  Ireland,  one  question  must 
have  been  asked  over  and  over:  "How 
can  this  be  happening  among  Christian 
people?"  That  it  can  and  does  happen 
among  Christian  people  is  a  poor 
recommendation  for  Christianity.  And 
yet,  surely,  there  are  many  in  Northern 
Ireland  who  deplore  the  continuing 
violence,  if  not  from  love  of  God  or 
humanity,  at  least  because  they  can  see 


that  violence  is  begetting  more  violence, 
rather  than  solving  their  problems. 
Surely  many  who  are  willing  to  “live  and 
let  live"  are  trapped  in  the  ways  of 
hatred  and  violence.  How  can  they  ex¬ 
tricate  themselves  without  very  serious 
risk,  in  view  of  the  prevailing  attitudes? 
According  to  news  reports,  it  is 
dangerous  for  a  member  of  one  party  to 
even  show  simple  kindness  to  a  member 
of  the  other  party.  Extremist  groups  are 
trying  to  exacerbate  the  polarization, 


CBS-TV,  Xerox  commended  for 
‘Autobiography  of  Miss  Jane’ 


During  recent  years,  television  has 
been  continually  lambasted  by  many 
churchpersons  for  being  “a  vast 
wasteland,"  and  for  “promoting  im¬ 
morality”  by  portraying  immoral 
behavior  in  laughable  or  sympathetic 
terms.  Probably  the  most  consistent 
target  for  these  and  other  criticisms  has 
been  CBS-TV. 

Also  during  recent  years,  many  banks 
and  large  business  corporations  have 
been  attacked  by  church  groups  for 
supporting  racism  and  other  forms  of 
social  irresponsibility.  One  of  the 
frequent  targets  of  these  groups  has  been 
the  Xerox  corporation  because  of  its 
allegedly  discriminatory  employment 
practices  in  South  Africa. 

Without  discounting  the  validity  or  the 
seriousness  of  such  criticisms  against 
television  and  big  business,  we  believe  it 
is  only  fair  to  dispense  praise  as  well  as 
criticism  when  it  is  merited. 

With  that  in  mind,  we  wish  to  commend 
both  the  CBS  television  network  and  the 
Xerox  Corporation  for  the  superb  drama 

The  Autobiography  of  Miss  Jane  Pitt¬ 
man."  Originally  shown  in  January,  and 
repeated  on  Sunday  evening,  November 
3.  “Miss  Jane"  was  as  good  the  second 
time  around  as  the  first. 

In  *  Miss  Jane,"  viewers  were  led  on  a 
flashback  journey  through  the  tragic  but 
courageous  life  of  a  1 10-year  old  black 
woman  Slavery,  reconstruction,  sense¬ 
less  shootings  and  lynchings  of  black 
persons,  and  the  early  civil  rights 
movement:  it  was  all  there. 

As  in  few  dramatic  offerings  to  date, 

A  chance  to  speak 
against  lotteries 

As  expected,  pro-gambling  interests 
are  moving  quickly  to  propose  that  state- 
sponsored  lotteries  be  exempted  from 
our  federal  anti-gambling  laws.  Without 
such  exemptions,  the  U.S.  Attorney 
General  has  ruled,  12  of  the  13  state 
lotteries  now  operating  are  illegal  and 
will  be  shut  down. 

No  less  than  three  bills  aimed  at 
legalizing  these  illegal  activities  —  S544. 
Si  186,  and  S3S24  —  have  been  introduced 
in  the  U.S.  Senate  (see  stories  elsewhere 

in  this  issue). 

The  reasons  for  prohibiting  organized 
gambling  are  numerous  and  obvious,  and 
have  been  stated  in  these  columns  many 
times  before  Our  United  Methodist 
Social  Principles  do  not  overstate  the 
case  by  labeling  organized  gambling  “a 
menace  to  society,  deadly  to  the  best 
interests  of  moral,  social,  economic  and 
spiritual  life,  and  destructive  of  good 
government." 

Christians  should  not  remain  silent  on 
these  bills  as  they  are  considered  by  the 
Senate  Judiciary  Committee’s  Sub¬ 
committee  on  Criminal  Laws  and 
procedures.  We  urge  you  to  express  your 
views  on  the  subject  to  Sen.  John  L. 
McClellan,  chairman  of  that  Sub¬ 
committee,  Room  2204,  Dirksen  Senate 
Office  Bldg.,  Washington,  D.C.  20510. 
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black  history  and  the  quest  for  human 
dignity  were  brought  together  by  “Miss 
Jane"  in  a  beautiful  and  powerful  way.  It 
would  be  virtually  impossible  for  anyone 
—  of  any  color  —  to  view  “Miss  Jane’s" 
story  without  becoming  caught  up  in  both 
the  tragedy  and  the  triumph  of  the  black 
experience  in  America.  Although  much 
of  the  struggle  for  racial  justice  still  lies 
ahead,  works  such  as  “The 
Autogiography  of  Miss  Jane  Pittman" 
project  the  hope  that  “we  shall  over¬ 
come." 

We  salute  CBS-TV  and  Xerox  for 
presenting  “Miss  Jane"  twice  now  to  the 
American  public.  We  hope  that  she  will 
appear  again  for  those  who  missed  the 
first  two  offerings,  and  that  other  cor¬ 
porations  and  other  networks  will  expend 
the  effort  and  funds  to  produce  similarly 
uplifting  programs. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


I,  too,  have  a  dream 

By  RALPH  E.  DODGE 

Isaiah  had  his  vision  of  a  time  when  “  .  .  .  all  the  nations  will  convert  their 
weapons  of  war  into  implements  of  peace.  Then  .  .  .  wars  will  stop  and  all 
military  training  will  end.”  (Isaiah  2:4,  Living  Bible) 

John  had  his  vision  on  the  Island  of  Patmos  and  he  saw  a  New  Jerusalem. 

Martin  Luther  King  had  his  dream  of  a  time  when  blacks  and  whites  would 
work  cooperatively  together  in  America. 

And  I  also,  with  you,  have  a  vision  and  a  dream :  a  vision  of  little  children  in  the 
ghettos  and  in  the  suburbs,  in  the  jungles  of  the  Amazon,  in  the  rain  forests  of 
Africa,  and  in  the  plains  of  Bangladesh,  skipping  home  from  school,  books  in 
hand,  energetic  and  happy.  I  have  a  vision  of  young  people  in  schools  and  camps, 
shops,  offices,  and  factories,  sharing  with  youth  of  other  lands  their  hopes  and 
plans  and  skills  for  building  a  sane  society,  that  they  might  enjoy  together  the 
bounties  of  the  good  earth  that  God  lets  us  use  for  our  life-span.  I  have  a  vision  of 
healthy  adult  Americans,  black  and  white,  red  and  brown,  trim  and  muscular, 
women  and  men,  mentally  alert  and  spiritually  sensitive,  sitting  down  on  a  basis 
of  equality  with  persons  of  other  nations  to  plan  rationally  for  the  well-being  of 
their  children  and  all  mankind. 

I  have  a  dream  of  a  time  when  all  nuclear  war-heads  will  be  dismantled, 
bombers  will  be  grounded,  and  submarines  brought  into  dry  docks  along  with 
battleships  and  cruisers,  and  nuclear  power  will  be  used  to  make  instruments  of 
production  and  peace. 

I  have  a  dream  ;  in  it  I  see  well-nourished  people  —  black,  yellow,  brown,  and 
white,  working  constructively  and  harmoniously  side-by-side  in  creative  activity, 
relaxed  and  secure  in  the  goodness  of  God.  I  have  a  vision  of  a  world  in  which 
there  is  trust  and  confidence  and  each  individual  has  an  opportunity  to  be 
creative  for  the  j»ood  of  all  and  to  the  glory  of  God. 

Bishop  Dodge  is  the  Executive  Coordinator  of  the  Bishops’  Call  for  Peace  and 
the  Self-Development  of  Peoples.  . 


already  much  worse  than  it  was  a  few 
years  ago. 

In  some  way  the  cycle  must  be  broken 
before  Northern  Ireland  can  be  peaceful 
again.  But  how  can  it  be  broken?  “The 
pen  is  mightier  than  the  sword.”  If  it  is 
broken,  you  may  be  sure  it  will  be  by 
some  verbal  instrument  like  a  con¬ 
stitution  —  or  a  sermon  —  or  a  novel. 

That  is  this  writer’s  proposal  —  that  it 
be  broken  by  a  novel  —  a  well-written, 
powerful  novel. 

Here  is  suggested  a  basic  story  line  for 
such  a  novel:  that  a  young  bomber  (of 
either  faction)  comes  down  with  a 
mysterious  ailment  on  the  day  before  a 
planned  attack.  After  the  fever  has 
subsided,  he  finds  that  the  illness  has  a 
curious  residual  effect  —  he  is  no  longer 
able  to  hate! 

A  skillful  novelist  could  explore  the 
effects  of  this  disability  on  the  life  of  the 
young  terrorist,  on  the  lives  of  those  with 
whom  he  comes  in  contact,  and  on  others 
who  succumb  to  the  infection,  which 
spreads  through  the  populace.  Of  course, 
the  novel,  if  successful,  would  probably 
become  a  motion  picture  too. 

Granted,  the  novel  and  movie  would  be 
merely  fiction,  but  if  they  were  done  well 
enough,  and  became  popular  in  Northern 
Ireland,  the  popular  consciousness  in 
that  unhappy  land  might  turn  to  accept 
the  concept  they  propose  —  that  the  real 
enemy  is  hatred.  The  terrorists  are 
surely  a  minority  who  can  continue  to 
operate  only  in  a  climate  of  considerable 
public  support.  The  impact  of  the  novel 
which  I  hope  can  be  written  would  dry  up 
their  support.  I  can  hope  it  might  even 
persuade  many  of  the  terrorists. 

Does  anyone  doubt  that  novels  and 
movies  have  such  power?  Remember 
that,  for  better  or  worse,  the  ways  for 
many  changes  have  been  greased  by 
these  communications  media.  I  think 
immediately  of  the  emancipation  of  the 


slaves,  of  “trust  busting, "of  the  downfall 
of  Prohibition,  of  declines  in  sexual 
morality,  of  the  “drug  revolution." 
Better  informed  people  could  give  many 
more  instances.  The  pen  IS  mighty! 

And  why  am  I  not  writing  the  novel 
myself,  instead  of  this  letter?  Because  I 
am  not  a  novelist  —  I  am  not  smart 
enough  to  do  it  so  it  would  be  read.  The 
purpose  of  this  letter  is  to  bring  the  idea 
to  the  attention  of  many  persons  who,  I 
am  sure,  deplore  the  division  in  Northern 
Ireland.  Surely  some  of  you  have  the 
necessary  talents,  or  know  people  who 
do.  I  hope  you  will  take  up  the  task,  or 
influence  others  to. 

“Will  writers  shun  a  general  in¬ 
vitation?”  I  ask  myself.  Perhaps  not  — 
there  was  competition  to  be  the  first  to 
motor  across  North  America,  to  fly 
across  the  Atlantic,  etc.,  though  prizes 
which  had  been  offered  enticed  numbers 
of  competitors  into  seemingly  duplicated 
efforts.  I  am  not  in  a  position  to  offer  a 
prize  to  the  novelist  who  may  write  the 
right  story  —  but  wouldn’t  the 
pacification  of  Northern  Ireland  (it 
might  even  spread  to  other  lands)  be 
prize  enough?  It  would  for  me,  if  I  were 
only  skilled  enough!  And,  of  course,  best 
selling  books  bring  in  royalties. 

Has  anyone  been  praying  to  God  for 
peace  in  Ireland?  How  did  you  think  God 
would  bring  Peace?  God  didn’t 
miraculously  transfer  the  Israelites  from 
Egypt  —  he  sent  them  a  Moses  —  a  man 
who  knew  what  to  do.  Perhaps  I  have 
seen  what  needs  to  be  done.  I  cannot  do  it. 
If  you  cannot,  help  us  find  the  person  who 


“ Here  I  Stand”  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM/  UMR  readers  may  express 
their  concerns  and  opinions  about  the 
church.  This  week's  contributor,  Mr. 
Benj.  Bird  Moore,  is  a  United  Methodist 
layman  from  Charleston,  Missouri. 


(Lay  pastors)  need  not  hold  themselves  in  low  esteem 


To  the  Editor: 

I  just  read  the  letter  of  Leonard  Brown 
of  Winnsboro,  Texas  in  Nov.  1  “Letters  to 
the  Editor,”  bemoaning  his  status  as  a 
(Lay  Pastor).  In  one  version  or  another, 
this  song  of  woe  has  been  the  theme  of  a 
good  many  lay  pastors.  Every  time  I 
hear  this  melody,  I  am  overwhelmed 
with  a  sense  of  pity  for  persons  who  hold 
themselves  in  such  low  esteem. 

In  1969  I  took  the  Lay  Pastor 
relationship  in  the  Minnesota  Conference 
after  receiving  genuine  understanding 
and  thoughtful  guidance  from  the  Con¬ 
ference  Board  of  the  Ministry.  In  the 
Conference  Journal  there  is  an  (LP) 
after  my  name.  Rarely  have  I  been 
belittled  for  this  status  by  other  con¬ 
ference  pastors  except  as  they  spoke 
from  their  own  sense  of  inadequacy  and 
ineffectiveness.  No  less  is  expected  of  me 
as  a  lay  pastor  than  is  expected  of  others 
fulfilling  the  same  role  in  other 
relationships.  The  difference  is  mainly  in 
expectations  in  performance  and  pri¬ 
vileges  extended  to  persons  who  have 
earned  them  by  choosing  the  hill  con¬ 
nection.  I  have  the  fullest  support  and 
encouragement  from  fellow  pastors  as 
we  seek  to  do  God’s  will  in  ministry. 

It  would  seem  that  those  (Lay 
Pastors),  Brother  Brown  among  them, 
would  be  far  more  effective  pastors, 
more  able  to  relate  effectively  to  their 
brethren,  more  alive  to  the  possibilities 
of  their  own  ministry,  if  they  were  to 
cease  singing  the  blues  —  “woe  to  me  a 
poor  lay  pastor.”  We  are  often  greeted 
and  treated  by  others  in  light  of  what 
they  perceive  to  be  our  expectations  of 
them  in  our  relationships,  than  by  any 
particular  status  held. 

God  called  me  to  be  a  pastor  and  our 
church  gives  me  an  opportunity  to  be  just 
that  in  the  lay  pastor  relationships.  I  am 
accepted  as  a  pastor  because  I  expect  to 
be  so  treated.  I  seek  to  meet  the 
responsibilities  of  my  role  as  a  pastor 
and  don’t  beg  off  on  the  grounds  I’m  “just 
a  lay  pastor."  I  seek  opportunity  to 


improve  my  spiritual  and  intellectual 
base  so  that  I  become  a  more  effective 
pastor  to  God’s  people. 

Brother  Brown  contradicts  his  feelings 
when  he  says  "who  wants  the  praise  of 
men?"  when  that  seems  precisely  what 
he  is  looking  for  by  all  else  that  he  has 
said.  There  is  no  need  for  us  to  play  the 
role  of  the  “suffering  servant”  for  God’s 
Son  has  already  sufficiently  given  us  the 
victory  in  that  regard.  God  many  times 
gives  his  praise  through  our  fellows  and 
we  are  encouraged  and  strengthened  to 
go  on  as  his  servants  for  Christ’s  sake  in 
the  process. 

I  pass  along  this  word  from  a  con¬ 
ference  elder  in  dosing.  “Jim,  you’re  a 

pastor’  and  don’t  you  forget  it." 

James  E.  Jameson 
Sauk  Centre,  Minnesota 

What’s  in  a  protest  sign? 

To  the  Editor; 

In  the  October  11  issue  of  TM/  UMR 
you  printed  a  photograph  of  a  woman 
outside  of  the  West  Virginia  State  Capitol 
protesting  English  textbooks  used  in 
Kanawha  County  schools.  She  is  holding 
up  a  sign  which  reads,  “We  cannot  Stand 
By  and  out  Our  Childrens  Mind  be 
poisoned,  fight  the  text  Books"  and  just 
above  the  last  statement,  in  the  corner, 
“Save  are  Children." 

The  sign  should  read,  “We  cannot 
stand  by  and  let  our  children’s  minds  be 
poisoned.  Fight  the  textbooks."  TTie  last 
statement  should  read,  “Save  our 
children.” 

I  don’t  know  if  the  sign  was  made  out  of 
ignorance  or  as  a  joke,  but  it  reflects  the 
English  skill  possessed  by  the  majority  of 
the  protesters  in  Kanawha  County. 

Mark  Krey 

Grand  Junction,  Colorado 

Our  apprehension  is  not 
of  the  ‘ Disneyland ’  kind 

To  the  Editor: 

My  first  reaction  to  Bud  Herron’s  “A 


On  the  TM/UMR  Beat 

The  dilemma  of  a  parent 
in  a  gun-loving  society 


I  bought  my  children  toy  submachine 
guns  this  week.  They  were  thrilled,  but 
their  mother  and  I  were  less  than  ex¬ 
cited. 

My  son  who  was  four  years  old  last 
month,  has  been  asking  for  a  toy  gun  for 
nearly  a  year  —  ever  since  some  neigh¬ 
borhood  children  taught  him  the  joys  of 
“ril-go-bang-and-you-fall-down”  play. 
My  daughter,  who  has  just  turned  two,  is 
not  sure  what  a  gun  is,  but  she  wants 
what  he  wants,  so  I  bought  her  one  too. 

It  was  not  an  easy  decision  for  me  to 
arm  my  children  for  war  play.  I  am 
philosophically  opposed  to  violence  and 
am  convinced  that  many  of  America’s 
social  ills  spring  from  our  gun-toting 
heritage  and  the  link  we  have  forged 
between  masculinity  and  the  ability  to 
kill. 

In  a  way,  buying  the  toy  submachine 
guns  was  a  way  of  saying  my  wife  and  I 
have  given  up.  As  we  watched  our  son 
play  with  other  children  and  use  his 
finger  as  a  gun  or  pick  up  a  stick  and 
point  it  at  a  playmate,  we  realized  we 
really  have  no  choice  in  the  real  issue. 
Our  children  can’t  be  raised  apart  from 
our  violent  society. 

We  could  deny  them  ownership  of  a 
plastic  weapon  and  in  that  way  show 
them  that  although  we  cannot  keep  them 
from  imitating  that  part  of  society  that 
we  will  have  no  part  in  it  as  parents.  Yet 


we  saw  a  danger  here  that  placing  such 
an  emphasis  on  not  having  guns  would 
make  gun  play  even  more  desirable  by 
singling  it  out  to  them  as  “different”  than 
all  their  other  games. 

We  opted  for  what  we  feel  is  the  open 
approach.  We  have  accepted  their  desire 
to  play  with  toy  guns  and  pretend  to  shoot 
each  other  and  their  friends  as  something 
we  will  have  to  endure.  In  a  way  we  are 
called  upon  to  believe  in  our  children, 
and  to  affirm  with  them  that  we  know 
they  are  good  and  worthwhile  people, 
able  even  at  this  young  age  to  know  what 
is  real  and  what  is  fantasy.  We  must 
depend  upon  ourselves  as  Christian 
parents  to  fill  in  the  reality  with  Christian 
values  and  hope  the  fantasy  will  take 
care  of  itself. 

Philosophy  aside,  there  they  were.  My 
son  was  firing  away  all  over  the  living 
room  from  a  crouched  position,  while  my 
daughter  (whose  finger  wasn’t  long 
enough  to  reach  the  trigger)  was  holding 
the  weapon  upside  down  and  firing  over 
her  shoulder  with  her  thumb. 

“I’m  a  guerrilla,”  my  son  shouted  as 
he  continued  to  spray  imaginary  bullets 
in  all  directions. 

“My  gosh,  where  did  he  learn  that?"  I 
asked  my  wife.  She  shrugged. 

“I’m  a  giraffe,"  my  daughter  chimed 
in.  “Can  I  have  a  cookie?" 

-BUD  HERRON 


Disneyland  view  of  grocery  store  ethics" 
(TM/  UMR  Beat,  Oct.  18)  was  to  say 
“Amen !”  as  I  had  recently  been  thinking 
myself  that  we  complain  on  and  on  as  we 
continue  to  over-indulge  ourselves. 

However,  on  deeper  reflection,  I  began 
to  visualize  something  else.  Might  not  the 
shortages  of  unnecessary  luxury  items 
be  subconsciously  creating  a  gnawing 
fear  that  “next  comes  the  real 
necessities  —  milk,  flour,  etc."  being 
scarce?  We  are  beginning  to  have  a 
tragic  awareness  that  fellow  humans  are 
starving  and  homeless,  and  this  reality 
plus  the  fact  that  hard  times 
economically  are  on  many  nearby  and 
close  to  our  lives,  has  caused  us  to  be 
fearful  for  ourselves. 

When  we  see  the  gradual  withdrawal  of 
the  plenty  we  have  become  used  to,  we 
feel  an  apprehension  —  and  not  the 
Disneyland  kind. 

Joanne  Pollara 

Concord,  California 

Did  God  intend  for  His 
churches  to  compete? 

To  the  Editor: 

The  other  day  as  a  friend  of  mine 
walked  with  me  into  town,  I  happened  to 
remark  what  a  fine,  big  church  the 
Methodist  Church  of  our  community  is, 
and  she  replied  that  this  perhaps  was 
true,  but  that  the  Baptist  Church  had 
many  more  members.  This  started  an 
argument,  and  we  parted  with  angry 
words  between  us. 

It  wasn’t  until  later  than  the  hill  impact 
of  our  argument  hit  me.  There  we  were, 
children  of  God  squabbling  over  which  of 
His  houses  was  the  biggest  and  grandest ! 

Is  that  what  God  intended  for  his 
churches?  Did  He  mean  for  them  to  sit  in 
their  grandeur,  trying  to  see  who  can 
attract  the  most  members?  Are  the 
churches  of  today  really  following 
Christ’s  command  to  spread  His  Word  to 
every  corner  of  the  world? 

It  seems  to  me  that  when  there  are  so 
many  churches  in  one  place  that  they  are 
competing  with  one  another  to  see  who 
can  afford  the  plushest  carpeting,  who 
has  the  biggest  sanctuary,  and  who  can 
attract  the  most  members,  there  are  too 
many  churches  in  that  area.  What  if 
there  is  only  one  Methodist  church  in  a 
community?  If  there  are  enough  chur¬ 
ches  of  other  denominations,  why  bring 
in  another  Methodist  church?  There  are 
so  many  other  places  where  that  church 
is  so  desperately  needed.  In  the  towns  or 
tribes  of  Africa,  South  America,  and 
many  other  places,  there  is  no,  or  very 
little,  Christianity,  yet  churches  keep 
placing  themselves  in  the  lushest,  most 
comfortable  parts  of  our  cities. 

Christ  didn’t  say  that  the  church  was 
supposed  to  serve  only  the  rich  and  clean 
of  this  world,  but  rather  the  meek  and 
lowly,  the  dirty  and  the  hungry. 

Ann  Newton 

Wichita  Falls,  Texas 

A  chance  to  reassert  our 
stand  on  abstinence 

To  the  Editor: 

I  noted  with  interest  the  announcement 
that  Dr.  Thomas  Price  would  leave  his 
position  as  director  of  the  Department  of 
Alcohol  Problems  and  Drug  Abuse 
November  1  (TM/  UMR,  Oct.  18).  He  is 
to  head  up  a  new  organization  of  state 
alcoholism  agencies  according  to  that 
announcement. 

I  welcome  this  change.  I  believe  that  it 
will  be  good  for  both  Dr.  Price  and  the 
church.  Dr.  Price  has  demonstrated  his 
concern  for  treatment  and  rehabilitation 
of  persons  with  alcohol-related  problems, 
as  well  as  his  own  leadership  in  that  area 
of  concern.  I  am  confident  that  he  will 
serve  his  new  constituency  well. 


WEI  W AHT  ME 
TO  TEACH  A 
CLASS  Of 
6*  6*APE 


-kips  ii  years 
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I'M  MOT  iORS 
I  COULO  RELATE 
TO  TRIM... 


I  have  been  critical  of  Dr.  Price 
because  the  abstinence  witness  of  our 
church  has  been  neglected  and  weakened 
under  his  leadership  and  during  his 
tenure  as  director  of  the  department 
responsible  for  the  church’s  program 
relative  to  alcohol  use  and  problems.  At  a 
time  when  abstainers  needed  to  be  en¬ 
couraged  and  supported,  and  abstinence 
needed  to  be  affirmed  and  asserted  to 
help  counter  increasing  promotion  of 
drinking  and  worsening  of  alcohol- 
related  problems,  our  church  has 
weakened  its  abstinence  teaching.  As  a 
consequence,  many  of  us  who  have 
looked  to  the  church  for  this  witness  have 
felt  “let  down." 

Thus,  this  change  of  directors  can  also 
be  good  for  the  church.  If  those  who 
select  the  new  director  will  be  sensitive 
to  this  desire  and  need  on  the  part  of 
many  United  Methodists;  if  they  will 
choose  one  who  will  be  oriented  to  the 
affirmation  of  abstinence  personally  and 
in  the  program  emphasis  and  materials 
developed  by  and  for  the  church  —  then  it 
will  be  good  for  us. 


If  your  readers  would  like  to  see  our 
church  again  lead  and  support  those  who 
know  that  the  best  answer  to  drinking 
problems  is  to  say  "No"  to  drinking,  now 
is  the  time  to  speak  up.  Write  Dr.  A. 
Dudley  Ward,  General  Secretary,  Board 
of  Church  and  Society  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  100  Maryland  Avenue, 
N.E.,  Washington,  D.C.  2002  and  tell  him 
of  your  concern.  Also,  write  your  bishop. 
If  you  know  the  members  of  the  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  from  your  state  or 
jurisdiction,  write  them  —  and  pray. 

Harry  W.  Beardsley 
West  Des  Moines,  Iowa 
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New  paperbacks  to  help 
you  bs  the  woman  you 
want  and  God  intends. 

_ THE  FRAGRANCE 

OF  BEAUTY 

by  Joyce  Landorf 

8-2231  $1.25 

_  Leader's  Guide  6-2912  95* 

_ YOU  CAN  BE  THE  WIFE 

OF  A  HAPPY  HUSBAND 

by  Oarlen  B.  Cooper 

6-2711  $1.95 
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WE'RE 

PAYING 

DIVIDENDS 


HERE'S  ONE 
OF  THEM 

Decreasing  your  taxes  and  having  a 
steady  income  for  your  lifetime  (and  the 
lifetime  of  another,  if  you  wish)  aren't  the 
only  advantages  you  get  from  investing  in 
the  Methodist  affiliated  School  of  Theology 
at  Claremont. 

With  a  gift  annuity,  we'll  save  you  the 
worry  of  managing  your  funds,  return 
earnings  of  up  to  ?09t  (dependent  upon 
age)  and  give  you  the  satisfaction  of  know¬ 
ing  your  investment  is  paying  dividends 
where  they  really  counl. 

For  example,  the  Rev.  |im  Stewart,  a 
recent  Claremont  graduate,  works  in  an 
inner-city  church  bridging  the  gap  between 
rich  and  poor,  black  and  white,  old  and 
young.  He's  succeeding  because  invest¬ 
ments  from  people  like  you  helped  pay  for 
his  education. 

The  Rev.  Stewart  is  the  kind  of 
"dividend"  we  specialize  in  — a  "working 
dividend”  who  continues  to  promote 
growth  long  after  your  original  investment 
has  matured. 


r 


FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION: 
Mr.  Robert  M.  Hooper 
Director  of  Planned  Gifts 

SCHOOL  OF  THEOLOGY 
AT  CLAREMONT 

Claremont,  California  91711 

Please  send  complete  information  about 
gift  annuities: 
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Gambling  grabs  public  attention 


bills: 


legal  lotteries 

WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  (RNS)  —  Public 
hearings  on  four  bills  involving  state- 
operated  lotteries  will  be  held  here  Nov. 
20  and  21  by  the  Senate  Subcommittee  on' 
Criminal  Laws  and  Procedures  of  the 
Judiciary  Committee. 

Senate  Bill  S.  544,  introduced  by  Sen. 
Philip  A.  Hart  (D-Mich. )  and  Sen.  Robert 
P.  Griffin  (R-Mich.)  would  amend  Title 
18  of  the  United  States  Code  “to  permit 
the  transportation,  mailing  and  broad¬ 
casting  of  advertising,  information  and 
materials  concerning  lotteries 
authorized  by  law  and  conducted  by  a 
state.” 

Bills  S.  3524  (introduced  by  Sen. 
Harrison  A.  Williams  Jr.  (D-N.J.),  and 
Sen.  Abraham  Ribicoff  (D-Conn.)  are 
vitually  identical:  “To  amend  Title  18  of 


the  United  States  Code  to  permit  the 
mailing,  broadcasting  or  televising  of 
lottery  information  and  transportation, 
mailing  and  advertising  of  lottery  tickets 
in  interstate  commerce,  but  only  con¬ 
cerning  lotteries  which  are  lawful.” 

Under  current  laws,  the  Attorney 
General  has  said,  12  of  13  states  lotteries 
now  violate  federal  laws. 

Bill  S.  1186,  introduced  by  Sen.  Richard 
S.  Schweiker  (R-Pa.)  would  “exempt 
state  lotteries  from  certain  federal 
prohibitions.” 

New  Jersey 
says  ‘no’ 

NEW  BRUNSWICK,  N.  J.  —  A  United 
Methodist  layman  who  led  the  church’s 
fight  against  casino  gambling  in  New 
Jersey  won  his  battle  at  the  polls  last 


Tuesday,  when  voters  dumped  the  issue 
by  a  margin  of  8  to  5. 

Attorney  John  Kuhlthau,  founder  of  a 
“No  Dice  Center”  where  gambling  op¬ 
position  focused,  saw  the  defeated  issue 
as  an  example  of  “the  church,  in  unity, 
beginning  to  flex  its  political  muscle,”  he 
told  TM/  UMR. 

“I  hope  this  result  in  New  Jersey  will 
cause  other  states  to  think  twice  about 
attempting  to  legalize  casino  gambling,” 
said  the  volunteer  campaign  director, 
who  gave  up  his  job  as  a  county 
prosecutor  and  set  up  shop  to  rally 
church  opposition  to  the  state  gambling 

bill- 

Unofficial  tallies,  with  95  percent  of  all 
districts  reporting,  showed  1,140,998 
votes  against  the  measure,  748,835  for  it. 

The  bill,  if  passed,  would  have  allowed 
casino-type  gambling  anywhere  in  New 
Jersey  where  approval  was  given  by 
local  governments. 

Of  21  counties,  only  two  —  Atlantic, 


where  the  resort  community  of  Atlantic 
City  is  located,  and  Hudson,  across  the 
river  from  New  York  City,  —  approved 
the  measure. 

Mr.  Kuhlthau  credited  the  campaign’s 
success  to  a  person-to-person  approach, 
across  the  13  major  denominations  of  the 
New  Jersey  Council  of  Churches  and 
several  non-Council  churches  as  well. 

“An  80-year-old  woman  in  my  own 
church  made  it  a  point  to  call  everyone 
on  our  roll  and  remind  them  to  vote,”  he 
said.  “That's  the  kind  of  effort  that 
counted.” 

Supported  with  funds  from  both  the 
Southern  and  Northern  New  Jersey 
conferences  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  Mr.  Kuhlthau’s  center  also 
received  the  endorsement  and  volunteer 
help  of  other  Christian  groups  and  a 
citizen’s  committee  as  well. 

Church  cluster  meetings  were  held 
throughout  the  state  to  mobilize  mem- 


Freedom  to  act  reaffirmed 

Judicial  Council  rules  church  agencies  can  make  decisions  on  issues 


NEW  ORLEANS  -  United 
Methodism’s  supreme  court  —  the 
Judicial  Council  —  ruled  unanimously 
here  November  9  that  a  church  general 
board  has  the  right  to  join  in  a  political- 
issue  lobby  to  implement  General 
Conference  goals,  even  without  specific 
approval  from  the  General  Conference. 

The  Board  of  Church  and  Society  was 
upheld  in  its  authority  to  support  a 
political -issue  lobby  which  is  presently 
working  for  a  specific  national  health 
insurance  proposal  before  Congress. 

The  challenge  came  from  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  on  the 
basis  that  the  health  care  bill  had  not 
been  endorsed  by  United  Methodist 
membership  either  directly  or  through 
General  Conference  and  that  the  Board 
had  participated  in  “partisan  political 
activity"  by  contributing  from  church- 

‘ David  vs.  20  Goliaths’ 


wide  funds  and  lending  the  church’s 
name  to  a  lobby  group. 

After  hearing  both  Board  and  Con¬ 
ference  representatives,  the  church’s 
supreme  court  decided:  “The  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  was  acting  within  its 
disciplinary  purpose  and  authority  in 
supporting  the  Health  Security  Action 
Council  as  a  means  of  implementing  the 
expressed  concern  about  the  health  care 
delivery  system  as  stated  by  the  1972 
General  Conference,  even  though  the 
General  Conference  issued  no  specific 
directive  for  such  support.” 

The  Washington  D.C.-based  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  has  for  the  past  two 
years  been  a  member  of  the  Health 
Security  Action  Council  formed  by 
religious,  labor  and  health  care  groups  to 
promote  adoption  of  the  Health  Security 
Act  (S3-HR22)  and  has  given  $1000  per 
year  to  the  cause. 


The  Judicial  Council  found  “no  in¬ 
dication  that  the  Board  assumed  it  was 
‘speaking  for  the  church’.”  It  added  that 
the  restriction  sought  would  "sub¬ 
stantially  curtail”  General  Board  ac¬ 
tivities  and  prevent  the  church  from 
being  “continually  responsive  to  world 
issues.” 

It  continued:  “It  appears  that  the 
Board  exercised  its  program  initiative 
with  proper  recognition  of  the  expressed 
concerns  of  the  General  Conference. 
That  its  decision  and  subsequent  ac¬ 
tion  .  .  .  resulted  in  differences  of  opinion 
across  the  church  with  regard  to  the 
wisdom  of  such  action  is  no  evidence  that 
the  Board  acted  illegally.” 

The  Council  also  pointed  out  that 
church  law  “provides  means  whereby 
membership  of  the  church  may  express 
themselves  affirmatively  or  negatively 
with  regard  to  the  functioning  of  any  of 
its  proper  agencies.  That  means  is 
legislation.  The  General  Conference  is 


the  final  arbiter  on  issues  in  this  case  as 
in  others.” 

It  noted  also  the  Annual  Conference’s 
roll  in  the  process  of  choosing  General 
Board  members  and  the  freedom  of 
church  members  to  petition  General 
Conference  for  legislative  changes. 

Dr.  Ralph  Cain,  Louisiana  Conference 
Provost,  told  TM/  UMR  that  some 
persons  were  “disappointed  by  the  ruling 
but  there  are  no  hard  feelings.  I  imagine 
there  will  be  further  attempts  now  to  go 
through  the  legislative  process  of 
petitioning  General  Conference  to  get 
better  guidelines.” 

In  other  major  action,  the  Judicial 
Council  turned  down  a  petition  from  the 
General  Council  on  Ministries  (GCOM) 
to  clarify  the  legislation  powers 
delegated  to  GCOM  by  the  1972  General 
Conference.  The  Council  noted  it  had 
previously  ruled  such  delegated  powers 
“unconstitutional”  and  declined  to 
rehear  the  case. 


bers  against  the  proposal.  Local  pastors 
set  aside  Oct.  20  as  “Declaration  Day”  to 
point  up  their  opposition. 

Mr.  Kuhlthau  can  now  get  back  to  his 
plans  for  a  full-time  law  practice  here. 
The  casino  gambling  issue  could  by  law 
surface  again  in  three  years  in  New 
Jersey,  but  he  doubts  that  it  will.  “I  think 
it’s  a  dead  issue,”  he  told  TM/  UMR. 

Study  debunks 
‘Easy  Money’ 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  An  independent 
Task  Force  here  has  found  that  legalized 
gambling  cannot  effectively  raise  public 
revenues  or  combat  organized  crime. 

Sponsored  jointly  by  the  Fund  for  the 
City  of  New  York  and  the  Twentieth 
Century  Fund,  the  Task  Force  studied 
the  social  aspects  of  gambling,  the 
revenue  potentials  of  legalized  gambling, 
and  its  effects  on  organized  crime. 

Legalized  gambling,  now  being 
promoted  as  a  major  source  of  funds  for 
financially  hard-pressed  state  and  city 
governments  “will  produce  relatively 
small  amounts  of  revenue,  and  will  raise 
it  from  the  wrong  people  in  the  wrong 
way.”  the  Task  Force  Report  said. 

The  report,  entitled  “Easy  Money,” 
was  published  here  after  a  year’s  study 
by  members  of  the  task  force,  which 
included  authorities  in  economics, 
politics,  religion  and  the  law. 

Members  of  the  task  force  are  Paul 
Ylvisaker,  dean  of  the  graduate  school  of 
education,  Harvard  University,  who 
served  as  chairman;  G.  Robert  Blakey, 
professor  of  law  at  Cornell  University 
and  former  chief  counsel  for  the 
McClellan  Senate  Subcommittee  on 
Criminal  Law  and  Procedures,  and 
Jerome  Cavanaugh,  former  mayor  of 
Detroit. 

Also,  Msgr.  John  J.  Egan  of  the 
Catholic  Committee  on  Urban  Ministry 
at  Notre  Dame  University;  Millicent  H. 
Fenwick,  former  director  of  Consumer 


Minister  upsets 
politicos  and  wins 


GCOM  moves  beyond  analysis; 
reports  on  ‘what  we  have  done 5 


By  ANDi  JtS  LUNT 
Special  to  TM/  UMR 

PHILADELPHIA  -  A  32-year-old 
university  chaplain  who  had  never  before 
run  for  public  office  has  become  the  first 
United  Methodist  clergyman  to  be 
elected  to  the  U.  S.  Congress.  The  Rev. 
Robert  W.  Edgar  won  by  more  than  a 
16,000  vote  margin  in  the  seventh 
congressional  district  of  Pennsylvania  in 
last  week’s  elections. 

Political  analysts  regarded  his  victory 
as  even  more  remarkable  since  he  is  also 
the  first  Democrat  to  ever  win  a  county 
wide  election  in  the  district,  which  in¬ 
cludes  the  Philadelphia  suburban  area  of 
Delaware  County.  The  Republican 
organization  in  Delaware  County  is 
considered  to  be  one  of  the  strongest  in 
the  country,  and  has  long  been  used  by 
political  science  departments  of  several 
Ivy  League  schools  as  the  best  example 
of  a  political  machine. 

While  local  newspapers  were  calling 
his  win  “the  impossible  dream,”  Mr. 
Edgar  himself  compared  the  effort  to 
“David  facing  20  Goliaths  with  only  a 
broken  slingshot.” 

A  member  of  the  Eastern  Penn. 
Conference,  Mr.  Edgar  had  served 
churches  in  the  Philadelphia  area  before 
being  appointed  Protestant  chaplain  here 
at  Drexel  University  in  1971.  A  graduate 
of  Lycoming  College  and  Drew 
Theological  School,  both  United 
Methodist  schools,  he  attributes  his 
present  political  involvement  to  a  con¬ 
cern  for  people  and  an  interest  in 
working  on  issues  which  existed  long 
before  his  decision  to  run  for  Congress. 

“While  I  was  a  pastor,”  he  said,  “I 
rode  with  the  police-clergy  unit  on  Friday 
and  Saturday  nights  in  Philadelphia,  I 
also  organized  a  community  group  in 
East  Falls  and  was  one  of  the  founders  of 


the  People’s  Emergency  Center  in  the 
city. 

The  freshman  Congressman-elect  feels 
that  his  church  and  community  activities 
prepared  him  well  for  political  work, 
which  depends  upon  organization  and 
working  with  volunteers  for  success. 

Mr.  Edgar  has  requested  his-bishop, 
James  M.  Ault,  to  grant  him  a  special 
appointment  to  serve  in  Congress,  and 
calls  his  new  responsibility  a  “tent¬ 
making  ministry  of  the  highest  order.” 

Recalling  former  President  Kennedy’s 
claim  that  he  was  not  a  Catholic  can¬ 
didate  but  a  Democratic  candidate  who 
happened  to  be  a  Catholic,  Mr.  Edgar 
says  that  he  is  not  a  United  Methodist 
representative  to  Congress  but  a 
Democratic  representative  who  happens 
to  be  a  United  Methodist  minister  and 
intends  to  serve  all  the  people.  “But,”  he 
remarked,  “I  can’t  discount  the  fact  that 
I  am  a  Christian  and  a  man  of  faith.  I 
expect  my  faith  to  be  a  considerable  help 
in  dealing  both  with  people  and  with 
legislation.” 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Staff  Writer 

DAYTON  —  For  the  first  time  in  its 
short  history,  reports  of  “what  we  have 
done”  overshadowed  discussions  of 
“where  we  are  going"  as  the  United 
Methodist  General  Council  on  Ministries 
(GCOM)  met  here  Nov.  7-9. 

Created  by  the  1972  General  Con¬ 
ference,  the  GCOM  has  spent  two  years 
and  four  previous  meetings  sorting  out 
its  direction  and  deciding  its  role  in  the 
structure  of  the  church.  Now  there  are 
indications  that  —  even  though  its 
direction  still  may  be  controversial  in 
places  —  the  GCOM  has  gone  beyond  self 
analysis.  In  the  words  of  Dr.  Paul  V. 
Church,  its  general  secretary,  the 
“GCOM  found  itself  at  this  meeting.” 

Business  included  reports  from  the 
three  official  sections  of  the  council  and  a 
struggle  with  “openness”  out  of  which 
decisions  were  made  which  allowed 
church  press  persons  to  attend  a 
scheduled  “executive  session”  but 
selected  "confidentiality”  in  the  process 


the  church  today 


American  Bible  Society  sends 
scriptures  to  Honduras 

NEW  YORK  —  Surviving  victims  of 
the  devastating  hurricane  in  Honduras 
are  now  receiving  the  comforting  Word 
of  God  along  with  their  clothing  and  food 
allotments. 

The  American  Bible  Society  shipped, 
via  air  cargo,  30,000  portions  of  Romans 
and  5,000  New  Testaments  for 
Protestants  and  Roman  Catholics  in 
response  to  an  urgent  call  for  them  from 
Saul  Gomez,  secretary  of  the  Honduras 
Bible  Society. 

Ever  since  the  hurricane  struck  late  in 


COCU  concelebration 


CINCINNATI  —  Bread  and  wine  are  consecrated  at  an  ecumenical  Eucharistic 
service  in  Cincinnati’s  Covenant-First  United  Presbyterian  Church  on  the  eve  of  the 
12th  Plenary  of  the  Consulation  on  Church  Union  [COCU],  Representatives  from 
COCU’s  nine  participating  denominations  took  part  in  the  concelebration.  Among 
the  celebrants  were,  foreground,  left  to  right:  Dr.  Kenneth  L.  Teegarden.  general 
minister  and  president  of  the  Christian  Church  [Disciples  of  Christ] ;  Bishop  John  M. 
Krumm  of  the  Episcopal  Diocese  of  Southern  Ohio,  and  Bishop  J.  Clinton  Hoggard  of 
the  African  Methodist  Episcopal  Zion  Church.  [See  TM/UMR  next  week  for  full 
report.] 

RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 


September  the  Honduras  Bible  Society 
headquarters  in  Tegucigalpa,  little 
damaged,  has  been  a  haven  for  many  left 
destitute  by  the  storm.  Bible  House  has 
been  a  center  for  the  collection  and 
distribution  of  food,  clothing  and  money 
to  aid  the  victims. 

Judy  Weidman  joins  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry 

ATLANTA  —  A  former  associate  editor 
of  TM/UMR,  Ms.  Judy  Weidman,  was 
introduced  to  the  United  Methodist  Board 
of  Higher  Education  at  the  annual 
meeting  here  as  a  short-term  staff 
member.  She  is  working  with  the  division 
of  ordained  ministry  in  a  consultative 
assignment  on  programs  relating  to 
ordination  and  special  appointments  of 
ministers,  said  Dr.  Robert  W.  Thornberg, 
Associate  General  Secretary  of  the 
division. 

Ms.  Weidman  will  write  initial  drafts  of 
proposed  legislation  for  the  1976  General 
Conference  stemming  from  the  work  of 
the  division.  She  will  also  coordinate 
drafts  of  conclusions  reached  by  the 
Study  Commission  on  the  Episcopacy 
and  District  Superintendency  and  the 
Commission  to  Study  the  Ministry. 

Another  task  will  be  to  draft  guidelines 
for  evaluation  for  ministerial  ef¬ 
fectiveness  which  Annual  Conferences 
may  utilize.  In  addition  she  will  write 
guidelines  for  the  work  of  pastor-parish 
relations  committees  in  the  local  church. 

NBC  to  televise 
‘The  Life  of  Jesus’ 

NEW  YORK  (EP)  -  “The  Life  of 
Jesus"  -  a  six-part  series  based  on  the  life 
of  Christ  filmed  on  actual  locations  and 
featuring  an  all-star  international  cast 
under  the  direction  of  Franco  Zeffirelli  — 
will  be  colorcast  on  the  NBC  Television 
Network  early  in  1976. 

Sponsor  of  the  series  is  the  General 
Motors  Corporation,  according  to  NBC 
President  Robert  T.  Howard. 

Hie  series  will  be  presented  without 
commercial  interruption. 


of  chosing  a  new  general  secretary. 

The  matter  of  the  executive  session 
came  up  only  moments  after  the 
beginning  of  the  first  plenary  of  the 
entire  council  when  a  motion  was  made 
and  approved  to  amend  the  agenda  to 
eliminate  the  closed  sessions  planned  for 
the  election  of  top  GCOM  staff  persons 
and  general  secretaries  of  the  church’s 
program  agencies.  With  little  debate  and 
a  near  unanimous  vote  the  press  was 
allowed  in. 

The  second  cropping-up  of  the  issue 
happened  on  the  final  day  of  meetings 
during  a  report  to  the  Council  by  the 
“search  committee,"  a  group  formed  in 
March  to  make  nominations  for  a  new 
general  secretary  since  Dr.  Church  has 
announced  he  will  retire  in  1976. 

The  committee  had  reported  that  from 
a  list  of  38  nominations  and  requests  for 
job  applications  from  seven  other  per¬ 
sons  not  nominated,  the  search  group  had 
received  14  applications  for  the  general 
secretary’s  position  and  are  now  in  the 
process  of  studying  the  applications  and 
selecting  the  ones  they  want  to  interview. 
Then  the  Rev.  Robert  McCune,  chairman 
of  the  section  on  review  and  evaluation, 
made  a  motion  that  the  committee  be 
instructed  to  narrow  the  field  to  five 
nominees  and  send  out  the  resumes  of  the 
nominees  to  all  of  the  GCOM  for  study 
and  comment. 

A  lengthy  debate  followed  during 
which  some  council  members  supported 
the  motion  on  the  grounds  that  “open¬ 
ness”  in  the  process  was  needed  to  insure 
that  all  members  of  the  council  get  a 
chance  to  study  the  nominees  and  give 
imput  to  the  selection  process.  Others 
expressed  concern  that  the  confidential 
nature  of  the  applications  would  be 
violated  by  allowing  all  GCOM  members 
to  see  them.  They  stressed  that  positions 
of  applicants  with  present  employers 
might  be  compromised  if  it  were  made 
general  knowledge  that  certain  persons 
had  applied  for  the  position. 

In  the  end  the  motion  was  defeated  22- 
44. 

In  other  business  to  come  before  the 
council : 

•  The  Section  on  Evaluation  and  Review 
reported  that  members  are  completing 
the  data  gathering  phase  of  the  study 
being  made  of  the  church’s  program¬ 
ming  boards  and  agencies.  The  section 
members  spent  most  of  the  time  alloted 
them  during  the  GCOM  meeting  working 
through  the  data  in  small  groups  and 
preparing  to  meet  with  the  boards’  and  a- 
gencies’  representatives  during  the  next 
few  months  for  clarification  sessions. 

•  The  Section  on  Planning  and 
Research  reported  on  the  status  of 
projects  and  the  allocation  of  research 
grants.  During  its  daily  section  meetings 
the  group  received  a  summary  of  data 
compiled  by  the  Interagency  Task  Force 
on  Planning  which  contrasted  and 
compared  views  held  on  a  variety  of 
issues  by  the  local  church  members  and 
staff  persons  on  various  official  boards 
and  agencies  at  the  national  level. 

•  The  Section  of  Coordination 
received  approval  from  the  overall 
council  to  allocate  a  total  of  $75,000  for 
use  in  various  training  projects.  It  in¬ 
cluded  $5,000  for  a  fellowship  of  con¬ 
ference  directors  convocation,  $40,000  for 
five  jurisdictional  training  sessions  and 
$30,000  for  planned  training  experiences 


for  new  district  superintendents  and  new 
annual  conference  council  directors. 

•  The  general  body  approved  a  policy 
calling  for  the  coordination  of  United 
Methodist  general  boards  and  agency 
representatives  approved  for  travel  to 
Methodist  events  overseas. 

•  The  general  body  approved  the 
sending  of  a  letter  to  church  officials  and 
agencies  asking  for  opinions  on  whether 
or  not  a  quadrennial  theme  or  emphasis 
is  desired,  and  if  so,  what. 

•  The  use  of  the  auditing  firm  of 
Cooper  and  Lybrand  was  questioned  in 
light  of  legal  problems  now  being 
litigated  between  the  firm  and  the  New 
York  Annual  Conference. 

•  Action  was  taken  on  a  number  of 
items  on  which  the  General  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration  (GCFA)  had 
asked  for  advice  from  GCOM  on  the 
meeting  of  requests  for  funds  from 
various  program  boards  and  agencies. 
The  GCOM  passed  a  number  of 
recommendations,  strictly  in  an  advisory 
role  since  it  has  no  real  authority  on 
GCFA  funding  matters. 

•  The  general  body  agreed  with  a 
recommendation  of  its  administrative 
committee  and  rejected  a  proposal  by  tho 
Task  Force  on  the  Role  and  Status  oi 
Women  that  child  care  be  paid  for  per¬ 
sons  attending  GCOM  meetings. 

(Additional  articles  dealing  with  infor¬ 
mation  compiled  on  church  issues 
through  a  GCOM  ‘tear  sheet’  which  ran 
in  TM/UMR  several  months  ago,  and  a 
news  analysis  of  GCOM  style’  will 
appear  in  TM/UMR  next  week.) 


Affairs,  State  of  New  Jersey;  Julius 
Margolis,  director,  Fels  Center  of 
Government,  Philadelphia;  Henry 
Rowen,  graduate  school  of  business, 
Stanford  University;  and  Percy  Sutton, 
president  of  the  Borough  of  Manhattan, 
New  York. 

The  Task  Force  Report  is  critical  of 
New  York  City’s  Off-Track  Betting 
Corporation  (OTB)  and  cites  it  as  an 
example  of  how  legalized  gambling  fails 
to  achieve  the  goals  promised  by  its 
promoters. 

OTB  not  only  has  failed  to  make  much 
of  an  impact  on  illegal  betting  but  has 
also  cut  into  race  track  attendance  and 
on-track  betting,  while  apparently  at¬ 
tracting  previous  non-bettors  to  the  local 
outlets,  the  report  said. 

In  analyzing  specific  forms  of  legal 
gambling,  the  Task  Force  found  that 
none  produced  the  revenues  or  had  the 
effect  on  organized  crime  that  had 
been  promised  by  proponents. 

Tracing  the  recent  history  of  state- 
operated  lotteries,  the  Task  Force  noted 
a  pattern  of  early  popularity  followed  by 
declining  revenues  that  rquire  increased 
advertising  and  the  introduction  of 
promotional  betting.  The  result:  a 
declining  proportion  of  the  “take”  is 
available  for  city  and  state  governments. 

The  Task  Force  raised  questions 
current  moves  to  legalize  casino  betting. 
Promoters  argue  that  casinos  can 
revitalize  economically  depressed  resort 
areas  by  attracting  tourists  to  gambling 
tables. 

“But  there  is  substantial  evidence  that 
this  kind  of  economic  development  is 
purchased  at  high  cost,”  the  Task  Force 
warned.  It  said  public  operation  of 
casinos  is  beyond  die  capacity  of  local 
governments,  and  private  operation  has 
historically  attracted  criminal  elements 
and  created  problems  in  regulation. 
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Card  A 


Save  you  money: 

Then  Take  Advantage  Of 
TM/UMR’sl974 
Christmas  Card  Special... 

•  Unique  combination  of 
traditional  and  contemporary 
religious  motifs 

•  Two  different  cards  pro¬ 
duced  by  TM/  UMR  staff 

•  Black  and  white  printing, 
slick  finish  card  stock,  4 ”  x  9” 
actual  size 

•  Can  be  mailed  as  post 
card  for  8c  or  will  fit  any 
regular  tf  10  envelope 

•  We  will  rush  your  order, 

POSTPAID,  the  same  day  we 
receive  it 


Card  B 


__Seod  me  a  sample  of  each  of  the  two  cards  (enclose  50c  to  cover  postage  and  handling) 

- 25  cards  for  S2.50  __100  cards  for  59.00 

— SO  cards  for  54.75  __250  cards  for  530.00 

_ Card  A  — Card  B  _ Assortment  of  both  designs  (In  groups  of  25) 

Name _ _ _ 


c,,v  _ _ _ state _ zip  ___________ 

Enclose  cash,  check  or  money  order  with  your  order.  All  prices  include  return 
postage  and  handling.  Send  to:  TM/UMR  Christmas  Card 

P.O.  Box  1076,  Dallas,  Texas  75221 
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U.  M.  missionary  force  expands 


Street 

Cltv  _ 

State  and  zip _ 

Write  To:  Mrs.  Carol  A.  Ivey.  Regional 
Director.  P.  O.  Box  2979.  Winter  Haven.  Fla. 
33880 


United  Methodist  giving  pumps  life  into  ‘endangered  species’ 


service  to  action  in  which  the  recotnition 
of  divine  precepts  is  implicit.” 

Gov.  Jimmy  Carter  of  Georgia:  “The 
most  important  thing  in  my  life  is  Jesus 
Christ.  I  turn  to  Him  in  prayer  daily  and 
before  every  decision  I  have  to  make 
which  affects  the  lives  of  others.  And  as 
in  every  other  person’s  life,  I  am  con¬ 
stantly  faced  with  decisions  in  all  areas 
of  my  life  which  will  have  an  impact  on 
the  lives  of  others.” 

Sen.  Carl  T.  Curtis  (R-Neb.):  “What  is 
the  best  way  for  people  to  get  along  with 
one  another?  What  is  the  best  way  for 
parents  to  treat  children  and  children  to 
treat  parents?  What  is  the  best  way  to 
run  a  political  campaign  or  a  business? 
What  is  the  best  way  to  treat  the  un¬ 
fortunate,  the  campaign  or  a  business? 
What  is  the  best  way  to  treat  the  un¬ 
fortunate,  the  lonely,  the  sorrowing,  and 
the  destitute?  The  answer  is  —  the 
Christian  way  —  that  is  the  way  to  do 
anything.  It  is  the  right  way  because  it 
works.” 

Sen.  Sam  J.  Ervin,  Jr.  (D-N.C.): 
“Faith  is  not  a  storm  cellar  to  which  men 
and  women  can  flee  for  refuge  from  the 
storms  of  life.  It  is.  instead,  an  inner 
force  which  gives  them  the  strength  to 
face  those  storms  and  their  consequences 
with  serenity  of  spirit.  In  times  of 
greatest  stress,  faith  has  the  miraculous 
power  to  life  ordinary  men  and  women  to 
greatness.” 

FBI  Director  Clarence  M.  Kelley:  “It 


NEW  YORK,  —  The  names  of  ap¬ 
proximately  5,400  indicted  draft  violators 
—  many  living  in  exile  —  have  been 
obtained  from  the  U.  S.  Justice  Depart¬ 
ment  by  groups  counselling  the  war 
resisters  on  President  Ford’s  “earned  re¬ 
entry”  program. 

The  lists  of  those  in  legal  jeopardy  will 
be  kept  in  five  counselling  centers  —  one 
in  the  U.S.  and  four  in  Canada  — 
operated  by  the  National  Council  of 
Churches'  (NCC)  Special  Ministries/ 
Vietnam  Generation,  according  to  its 
director  Rev.  Richard  Killmer  (see 
TM/UMR.  Oct.  18,  25).  War  resister 
exiles  in  Europe  —  centered  chiefly  in 
Stockholm.  London  and  Paris  —  will  also 
have  access  to  the  lists  at  counselling 
centers  there. 

“The  importance  of  this  information  is 
two-fold,”  Mr.  Killmer  said  today.  "In 
the  first  place,  draft  violators  now  do  not 
have  to  approach  the  Federal  Govern¬ 
ment  to  find  out  if  they  are  under  in¬ 
dictment,  but  can  talk  directly  to  our 
counsellors.  Also,  our  counsellors  can 
now  do  file  checks  on  their  records  in  the 
Justice  Department  to  see  if  there  are 
any  irregularities  that  might  lead  to 
quashing  the  indictment.” 

Mr.  Killmer  stressed  that  war  resisters 
in  the  U.  S.  can  learn  of  their  legal  status 
by  making  a  collect  telephone  call  to  the 
NCC’s  Clemency  Information  Center. 
The  number:  (317)  635-8359.  In  Canada 


they  may  call  the  toll  free  number  (800) 
665-8885. 

The  international  counselling  service 
was  set  up  in  late  September  —  shortly 
after  President  Ford  announced  his 
“earned  re-entry”  program  —  under  the 
aegis  of  the  NCC  Special 
Ministries/  Vietnam  Generation 
department.  In  addition  to  the 
Indianapolis  center  in  the  U.S.,  there  are 
centers  in  four  Canadian  cities  —  Van¬ 
couver,  Winnipeg,  Toronto  and  Montreal. 
Toll  free  calls  are  reaching  the  Indiana 
center  at  the  rate  of  20  a  day.  More  than 
2,000  calls  have  been  made  to  the 
Canadian  Centers. 

The  service  will  be  available  to  the  war 
resisters  through  next  January  31  when 
earned  re-entry  will  be  terminated  by  the 
government. 

Poem  of  the  Week 

(■rowing,  growing  .  .  . 

By  ANN  MELUGIN  WILLIAMS 

We’re  still  playing  fraternity-sorority. 
No  longer  curly  hair  and  straight  teeth. 
But  how  much  theology  has  he 
theologized? 

How  many  myths  has  she  de-ologized? 
Have  they  ever  touched  Schubert  Ogden? 


By  CLYDE  CHESNUTT 
Staff  Writer 

ST.  PETERSBURG,  FI.  -  Combining 
a  camp-meeting  spirit,  revival  singing, 
and  conference  preaching,  United 
Methodists  from  across  the  state 
gathered  here  in  a  giant  three-day  rally 
to  declare  the  “centrality  of  Christ.” 

Nearly  4,000  persons  participated 
November  8-10  in  the  first-of-its-kind 
for  the  Florida  Conference,  an  event 
which  had  been  planned  by  officials  for 
over  a  year.  0 

The  purpose  of  the  rally,  according  to 
host.  Bishop  Joel  D.  McDavid,  was  to 
bring  into  focus  “that  which  we  believe 
about  our  faith  —  that  with  the  centrality 
of  Christ,  life  can  be  made  over  again  and 
our  world  redeemed.” 

Response  from  many  of  the  par¬ 
ticipants  indicated  the  purpose  was 
achieved.  Typical  of  the  comments  were 
those  from  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Howard  Bell  of 
Seminole:  “We  think  the  music  and  the 
whole  thing  was  a  great  spiritual  ex¬ 
perience.  We  hope  they  do  it  again  next 
year.” 

The  theme  of  the  rally  was  carried 
through  ten  platform  addresses,  eight 
“Enrichment  Hour”  speakers,  six  lun¬ 
cheon-speakers,  a  dozen  prayer  meetings 
and  early  morning  devotions,  Holy 
Communion  and  Sunday  worship  in 
seven  of  the  local  churches. 

Holding  the  audience  spellbound  in  the 
Bayfront  Center  auditorium  on  Saturday 
night  was  actor-minister  Frank  M. 
Roughton,  Cambridge,  Oh.,  who 
delivered  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount  in 
dramatic  style,  dressed  in  costume  and 
sandles  under  theater  lighting. 

Bishop  McDavid  led  the  commitment 
service  later  that  evening  with  an 
estimated  75  persons  coming  to  the  front 
for  first-time  dedication  to  Christ  and  re¬ 
dedication.  Volunteer  counselors  from 
area  churches  met  afterward  with 
persons  who  sought  further  assistance. 

Bishop  James  S.  Thomas  of  the  Iowa 
area  in  a  major  speech  told  the  audience 
that  for  Christ  to  tranform  the  center  of 
life  means  more  than  worship;  it  means 
transforming  the  person,  the  church  and 
the  world  “where  your  love  takes  the  legs 
of  justice  and  begins  to  walk.” 

A  standing  ovation  was  given  Dr.  Ira 
Gallaway,  pastor  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Peoria,  II.,  at  the 
conclusion  of  a  hard-hitting  platform 
address  in  which  he  stressed  the  unity  of 
all  Christians  “in  the  Spirit.”  He  called 
for  Christians  to  be  “charismatic,  that  is, 
open  to  God’s  Spirit  and  receptive  to 
allowing  Him  to  give  you  the  gifts  He 
wants  you  to  have  to  equip  you  for 
ministry.” 

Other  major  addresses  were  delivered 
by  Dr.  James  Buskirk,  professor  of 

gives  names 
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"They  Requested 
Poison..." 


.  .  .in  place  of  water.  This  is  a 
true  story  of  starvation  in  India 
today.  Villagers  asked  one  of  the 
political  leaders  to  bring  a  tanker 
of  poison  to  them  so  they  could  end 
their  suffering  from  slow  star¬ 
vation.  Children  like  NAGENDER, 
pictured  above,  are  dying  every 
day  and  we  need  your  help  to  reach 
them  in  time. 

WHAT  TO  DO: 

You  can  sponsor  Nagender  or 
another  child  like  him.  The  fee? 
Only  ten  dollars  a  month.  Full 
information  will  be  sent  to  you: 
child’s  name  and  address,  picture 
and  case  history.  No  contracts  are 
signed  and  sponsors  are  needed  for 
children  in  Vietnam,  Taiwan, 
Japan  and  India. 

WORLD’S  CHILDREN,  INC.  has 
had  more  than  nine  years'  ex¬ 
perience  in  helping  destitute 
children  who  are  housed  in 
Christian  orphanages.  WCI  is 
government  approved  so  all  gifts 
are  tax  deductible.  Individuals  as 
'*vell  as  groups  sponsor  children 
and  have  found  it  to  be  a  rewarding 
experience.  Won't  you  join  our  fine 
family  of  sponsors?  Please  write: 


‘Politics,  religion 
can  mix’  says  author 


NASHVILLE  (RNS)  —  In  the  wake  of 
the  1974  elections,  many  churchgoers  are 
examining  their  new  governors. 
Representatives  and  Senators  to  see  how 
their  faith  may  influence  their  decisions 
in  office. 

Is  this  a  proper  thing  to  do,  or  should 
religion  and  politics  be  kept  apart?  A  new 
paperback  published  here  by  Broadman 
Press  affirms  that,  in  the  words  of  its 
title,  “Politics  and  Religion  Can  Mix.” 

It  contains  testimonies  of  22  govern¬ 
ment  officials,  compiled  by  Dr.  Claude 
Frazier,  an  Asheville,  N.  C.,  physician. 
In  the  introduction,  he  writes,  “I  felt 
strongly  that  many  of  those  who 
represent  us  in  Washington  and  in  state 
houses  are  men  of  deep  religious  faith 
and  would  be  willing  to  give  a  personal 
testimony  of  their  faith.  When  I  wrote 
them  requesting  they  do  this,  I  was  not 
disappointed.” 

Samples  from  the  testimonies: 

Sen.  Hugh  Scoct  (R-Pa.):  “While  the 
religion  of  each  legislator  is  private  to 
himself,  the  force  of  religious  principles 
transforms  legislative  concerns  from 
what  would  otherwise  be  sere  and  barren 


becomes  a  matter  of  course  when  the 
official  must  make  a  decision  that  he  call 
upon  his  past  experiences.  When  those 
experiences  are  steeped  in  un¬ 
derstanding  from  a  knowledge  of  what  is 
right  and  what  is  good,  and  if  his  faith  is 
strong  enough,  he  will  almost 
automatically  be  brought  to  the  right 
decision.” 

Gov.  Wendell  Ford  of  Kentucky:  “I 
believe  that  man  is  placed  on  earth  to  do 
God’s  will  —  that  of  helping  others  —  and 
I  have  found  that  I  can  best  meet  this 
responsibility  in  government.  When 
considering  that  government  should  exist 
solely  to  serve  people,  one  can  easily 
understand  how  God’s  will  can  and 
should  be  accomplished  through 
governmental  affiars.” 


Justice  Dept, 
to  NCC  Clemency  Centers 


‘Christ  is  central 9 

evangelism,  Candler  School  of  Theology 
at  Emory  University,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  and 
Dr.  D.  Elton  Trueblood,  professor-at- 
large,  Earlham  College,  Richmond,  In. 

Emphasizing  prayer  as  the  tried-and- 
true  discipline  of  the  inner  life,  Dr. 
Trueblood  told  an  over-flow  crowd  at  an 
“Enrichment  Hour"  period  that  one 
should  begin  each  day  asking  God  “What 
have  You  for  me  today?”  He  further 
suggested  that  one  should  “plot  his  day” 
in  prayer  (go  through  the  day’s  schedule 
mentally  with  God)  and  pray  for  others, 
calling  by  name  five  or  six  persons  each 
day. 

Other  “Enrichment  Hour”  and  lun¬ 
cheon  speakers  included  Mrs.  Virginia 
Law  Shell,  staff  member  with  the 
church’s  Board  of  Discipleship;  Dr. 
Charles  M.  Laymon,  professor  emeritus* 
Florida  Southern  College;  the  Reverend 
W.  Maurice  King,  associate  editor  of 
“The  Upper  Room,”  and  Mr.  Jimmy 
Souden,  Orlando  layman. 

Miami  attorney  William  Meadows, 
general  chairman  of  the  rally  sum¬ 
marized  the  event  by  saying  “There  were 
a  lot  of  people  who  hadn’t  met  Christ  in  a 
real  way  who  did  at  the  rally.  That’s  what 
it  was  all  about.  God  blessed  us  in  a 
wonderful  way.” 

And  as  thousands  of  persons  joined 
hands  as  they  sang  “The  Lord’s  Prayer” 
in  closing,  the  feeling  of  unity  was  like 
that  expressed  by  a  person  who  had 
driven  250  miles  to  attend  the  rally, 
Butler  B.  Reagan  of  Deerfield:  “I  think  it 
ought  to  happen  more  often  like  this,  to 
see  us  together,  to  see  what  the  Lord  can 
do.” 


I  wish  to  sponsor  a  child 

the  need  Is  greatest _ 

I  prefer  a  child  In _ 


response  of  the  local  churches  to  a  call  in 
1973  for  increased  special  giving  has  been 
so  fantastic  that  much  of  the  financial 
burdens  have  been  lifted.  The  World 
Division  budget,  for  instance,  through 
the  responsive  giving  of  local  churches, 
has  been  able  to  readjust  its  1974  budget 
upward  by  $383,000  and  will  increase  its 
budget  again  in  1975.  This  compares  to  a 
financial  crisis  in  1973  which  required  the 
division  to  hack  more  than  a  million 
dollars  from  its  budget. 

Regarding  the  division’s  philosophical 
struggles  of  the  past  few  years,  Dr. 
Germany  said  there  are  fewer  “un¬ 
certainties”  today  and  staff  persons  are 
able  to  go  ahead  more  easily  with 
planning  functions. 

Staff  members  say  the  chain  of  events 
during  the  past  few  years  has  created  a 
difficult  situation  in  relating  the  status  of 
the  division  to  local  churches.  On  the  one 
hand,  even  though  the  most  serious  crisis 
is  over  and  the  budget  is  in  the  black, 
finances  are  insufficient  in  many  ways 
and  there  is  a  danger  of  local  church 
givers  deciding  the  problems  are  over. 

As  Global  Ministries  Treasurer 
Stephen  F.  Brimigion  said  during  the 
closing  plenary  of  the  recent  annual 
meeting  of  the  board  in  Atlantic  City, 
“Our  finances  look  great  compared  to  a 
couple  of  years  ago,  but  we  shouldn’t 
decide  everything  is  now  fine.  If  some 
crisis  should  require  us  tomorrow  to 
bring  all  of  our  missionaries  home,  we 
wouldn’t  have  enough  money  to  do  so.” 

On  the  other  hand,  to  stress  the  need 
for  money  from  the  local  churches  could 
foster  the  idea  that  mission  outreach  is 
crippled  by  finances,  which  is  not  true. 

The  Rev.  Avery  Manchester,  secretary 
in  the  Office  of  Missionary  Personnel, 
said  opportunities  for  missionary  service 
are  high  today  and  are  growing,  not  only 
in  the  sense  of  missionaries  going  out  to 
the  world  from  North  America,  but  in 
missionary  service  from  persons  in  other 
countries  across  their  national  borders 
as  well  as  within  their  own  countries. 

He  said  that  widely  held  beliefs  that 
there  are  no  openings  for  missionary 
service  is  very  graphically  contradicted 
by  a  list  of  service  opportunities  pre¬ 
pared  by  his  office  and  now  being 
circulated  around  the  church.  (A  com¬ 
plete  list  of  openings  is  available  from  his 
office,  Room  1373,  475  Riverside  Drive, 
New  York,  10027.) 

The  list  inlcudes  a  wide  range  of 
openings  for  service  in  the  United  States 
in  such  fields  as  education,  church  and 
community  ministry,  community  cen¬ 
ters,  urban  ministries  and  medical  work. 

Personnel  also  is  being  sought  for 
overseas  assignments  on  both  a  long  and 
short  term  basis  in  52  countries  around 
the  world.  Positions  open  include  ones  in 
education,  agriculture,  medicine,  music 
and  the  ministry. 


4000  Floridans  declare 


Pastor  learns  about  the 


HAGERSTOWN,  Md.  —  The  Rev.  William  Beale  experi¬ 
enced  the  “heavenly  heights”  recently  as  the  Emmanuel 
United  Methodist  Church  here  was  fitted  with  a  new  steeple 
after  50  years  without  one.  When  the  time  came  to  place  a  four 
foot  aluminum  cross  atop  the  45  foot  tower  the  pastor  told  his 


ly  heights 

congregation  and  workman,  “if  you  want  the  cross  mounted,  it 
will  have  to  be  me  who  puts  it  there.”  The  crane  opeator 
obliged  by  lifting  him  to  the  top  of  the  87  foot  structure. 

PHOTO:  MARIO  BARNHART,  HAGERSTOWN  DAILY  MAIL 


By  BUD HERRON 
Staff  Writer 

NEW  YORK  —  United  Methodist 
missionaries,  listed  only  18  months  ago 
as  an  “endangered  species,”  are  coming 
jack  stronger  than  ever. 

That’s  the  word  coming  from  the  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  these  days  as  staff 
executives,  particularly  in  the  previously 
hard-hit  World  Division,  begin  working 
with  a  budget  which  for  the  first  time  in 
recent  years  not  only  pays  the  bills  but 
allows  expansion. 


Now,  some  executives  say,  the  hardest 
task  is  to  realign  the  thinking  of  church 
persons  who  in  the  last  two  years  have 
begun  considering  missionary  service  as 
a  dying  occupation. 

Dr.  Charles  H.  Germany,  the  World 
Division’s  assistant  general  secretary  for 
program,  recently  told  TM/  UMR  that 
the  largest  missionary  recruitment  effort 
in  about  five  years  is  now  under  way  with 
personnel  being  sought  for  120  different 
places  of  need.  Not  all  of  these  are  for 
career-type  missionaries,  but  include  a 


wide  variety  of  service  opportunities, 
both  short  term  and  long  term.  This 
compares  to  1973  when  no  new 
missionaries  were  being  sought  by  the 
division  and  money  was  so  tight  serious 
consideration  was  being  given  to 
bringing  some  missionaries  home. 

“We  had  a  two-fold  problem  then,”  Dr. 
Germany  said.  “Giving  was  way  down  — 
that  was  probably  the  major  problem  — 
and  we  were  going  through  a  time  of 
reassessment  of  traditional  missionary 
service  methods.”  He  said  that  the 


Classified 

Rate:  25c  per  word,  figure  or  Initial  per  In¬ 
sertion.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on 
contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  In  advance.  Minimum  charge  of  S6.25 
Service  charge  or  blind  ads  SI  .00  per  Insertion 

UNITED  METHODIST  MINISTER  seeks 
position  In  church  public  relations,  preferably 
at  conference  or  area  level.  Has  experience 
and  Interest  In  communications  of  all  farms. 
Inquire:  P.R.  Position.  TM-UMR,  P.O.  Box 

:  BIBLE  HOSPITAL  BOOK  BINDING  —  30 

years  In  business.  Samples,  price  lists, 
testimonials  sent  on  request  412  South  St. 
Paul.  Dallas.  Texas  7520L  (214  >-747-4540. 

300  HUMOROUS  ILLUSTRATIONS  FOR 
RELIGIOUS  SPEAKERS  $1.00;  6  Blbllcally- 
based  Discussion  Starters  for  Youth  oo  LP 
Record,  $5.00;  "Folk  Christmas  Cantata  for 

FIGHT  INFLATION  NOW!  Homeworkers 
needed  by  hundreds  of  firms.  Send  self- 
addressed.  stamped  envelope  to:  54BF.  P.O. 

Box  5460,  Beverly  Hills.  Calif.  90210. 

Youth  Groups"  (Record.  Words.  Guitar 
Chords).  $5.00.  Christian  Communications 
Laboratory,  P.  O.  Box  11025.  Knoxville.  Tenn. 

37919. 

FOR  SALE:  Methodist  Hospital  of  Lubbock 
has  a  number  of  pews  and  other  chapel  fur¬ 
nishings  from  Its  old  chapel  which  must  be 
moved  Immediately.  Any  person  wishing  to 
Inspect  these  Items  with  a  serious  Interest  In 
purchasing  them  should  contact  either  Rev. 

Tom  Daugherty.  Chaplain.  Ext.  3497,  or  Mrs. 
Peggy  Greenwood,  Director  of  Purchasing, 

Ext.  3403.  Prospective  purchasers  of  the  entire 
chapel  furnishings  will  be  given  first  con¬ 
sideration  Telephone  (806  >-792-1011. 

Christian  Social  Worker  with  BSW  or  MSW 
degree  needed  to  manage  residential  Child 
Caring  program  at  Henderson  Settlement,  a 
United  Methodist  Mission  Project  In  southeast 
Kentucky.  Also  to  do  community  work.  Rural 
setting.  Experience  preferable  but  not 
required.  Position  now  open.  Call  or  write: 

Rev.  Donald  Stilwell,  Executive  Director, 
Henderson  Settlement.  Frakes,  Kentucky 
40940.  Telephone  (606)-337-3613. 

POSITION  WANTED:  Layman,  businessman, 
former  pastor  desires  Administrator's 
position.  Degree  and  some  theological 
training.  Evangelical  self-starter.  Write: 
Administrator's  Position.  P.O.  Box  1076. 
Dallas.  Texas  75221. 

A  UNIQUE  OPPORTUNITY.  A  successful 
retired  salesman  or  minister  to  represent  one 
of  America’s  fastest  growing  religious  radio 
programs  In  your  area.  Exceptionally  good 
income  potential.  If  Interested,  write, 
Methodist  Hour.  Box  77,  Orlando.  Florida 

32802. 

OVER  62  AND  HEALTHY 7  Retire  on  Mon¬ 
terey  Peninsula  In  a  Methodist  retirement 
home.  Entry  and  monthly  fees  provide  com¬ 
prehensive  medical  care,  housekeeping  ser¬ 
vice  and  all  meals.  Walking  distance  to  town. 

NEW.  LARGE  SCRIPTURE  GREETINC- 
NOTES:  4  beautiful  designs.  12  notes.  Lovely 
gift.  Free  catalog.  Send  $2.00.  Olive  Tree.  Box 

50.  Dept.  TM.  Brookevllle,  Md.  20729. 

Write:  Administrator.  Forest  H1U  Manor. 
Pacific  Grove.  Calif.  93950.  (408 >-375-5125. 

LOOKING  FOR:  Full-time  director  of 
Education,  with  training  In  music.  Salary 

NOW  AVAILABLE:  Sporting  goods  at 
wholesale  prices!  Tennis  rackets,  soccer  balls. 

Methodist  Church,  Box  253,  Zephyr  hills,  Fla. 

33599,  (812  >-782-2582, 

clothing.  Write  for  free  catalogs:  Hl-Llfe  Sales 

Co.,  3616  Dividend  St.,  Garland.  Texas  75042. 

MINISTERS:  CONTINUING  EDUCATION. 

FOR  SALE:  11  old  books  from  1820  to  1888. 
Wesley  ana,  disciplines,  history,  missions. 

Write  for  list:  Rev.  Frank  Snavely.  533  Ridge 

Ave..  N£..  Knoxville.  Tenn.  37917. 

horizons  through  directed  external  studies. 
Graduate  programs  based  on  traditional 
standards  available  to  disciplined  students 
everywhere.  Brochure:  The  Geneva 

LEASE  OR  CHARTER  BUSES:  Trav-Con  It 

Merrillville.  Ind.  46410. 

Associates  have  46  passenger  Eagles  available 
for  ski.  mission  or  choir  trips.  Bob  Evans. 

(214  >-358-0666.  3040  Park  Lane.  Suite  133, 
Dallas  75220. 

HOMEPARENTS  NEEDED  for  child  care. 
These  are  full  time  positions  for  married 
couples  with  no  dependents.  In  addition  to 

FUND  RAISING?  Try  the  deluxe,  but  Inex¬ 
pensive,  "Calendar  for  People  Who  Care". 
Exquisite  photos,  touching  quotations.  Year- 
round  reminder  with  your  message: si  In¬ 
cluded.  $15.00  minimum  order  of  10.  Desk  size 
opens  to  8"  x  14".  Wall  size  or  Poster  size  also 
available.  Write  for  brochure.  Representative 
inquiries  welcome.  Communicative  Art  Form. 

salary,  we  provide  meals,  laundry  service, 
living  quarters  while  on  duty,  sick  leave;  also 
insurance  and  retirement  programs  are 
available.  Applicants  must'be  non-smokers, 
non-drinkers,  high  school  graduate,  preferably 
with  college  training.  These  positions  can 
provide  very  rewarding  experiences.  Please 
contact  the  personnel  Department.  Methodist 
Home.  1111  Herring  Ave..  Waco.  Texas  76708. 

"HOW  TO  QUIT  SMOKING  PAINLESSLY". 

Book  and  tests.  Classroom  proven  method. 
Moneyback  guarantee.  SI  .00,  5  for  $4.00, 10  for 
$7 A0.  Doug  Henderson.  985  Vienna .  San 
Francisco.  Cal.  94112. 

Cushion  For  Church  Pews 

COMFORT  AND  BEAUTY 

AT  PRICES  YOU 

LARGE  DALLAS  CHURCH  desires  applicant 
for  full  time,  experienced  Youth  Director  (lay 
or  clerical).  Send  resume  to:  Youth  Director, 

P.O.  Box  1076,  Dallas,  Texas  75221. 

CAN  AFFORD 

Flowers  Cushion  Service 

Phone  (817)  MI5-9203  Keene.  Texas  76059 

Wesley  Church,  Pineville,  the  Rev.  Kenneth  M.  Fisher, 
Pastor,  was  site  of  workshop. 


This  picture  shows  some  of  those  “Special  Persons’’  honored  on  November  3: 
Herman  Wilder;  Tillman  Brown;  Brother  Garrett;  Jack  Shaw,  Pastor;  Sam  Shell; 
Mrs.  Edith  Thomas;  Mrs.  Eff  Livesay;  Mrs.  Lottie  Anders;  Mrs.  Eula  Pickens; 
Mrs.  Twibell;  Mrs.  Lillian  Shell. 


Church  bazaars  in  full  swing 


United  Methodist  churches  across  the 
Conference  are  busy  in  many  activities, 
and  November  seems  to  be  the  time  for 
bazaars!  This  newspaper  has  just 
received  information  about  two  more. 

Newman  UMW  held  its  annual  bazaar 
in  the  church  fellowship  hall  recently. 
Mrs.  Dorothy  Griffin  was  chairperson, 
and  she  reports  a  successful  event.  She 
notes  that  some  items  are  still  on  hand, 
and  local  persons  might  wish  to  do  some 
Christmas  shopping.  The  Rev.  N.  P. 


Perry  is  pastor  of  the  Newman  church. 

Another  successful  bazaar  was  chalked 
up  by  the  UMW  of  Hartzell  Mt.  Zion 
Church,  Slidell,  November  1-2.  A  large 
turnout  was  noted,  and  many  attractive 
booths  displayed  unusual  gift  items, 
plants,  games  and  toys  for  children,  a 
clothing  booth,  and  good  food.  Of  special 
interest  were  handknit  hats,  colorful 
bonnets,  and  festive  aprons.  Pastor  is  the 
Rev.  O.  W.  Christopher. 


“Resurgence  ‘76” 
Upper  Room  ministry 


RESURGENCE  76,  a  ministry  of  the 
Upper  Room,  is  a  two  year  prayer  and 
spiritual  renewal  emphasis  preceding 
our  nation’s  bi-centennial.  This  emphasis 
is  a  response  to  the  mood  and  need  of  our 


A  group  of  UMW  ladies,  Wesley  Church,  who 
guest  luncheon. 


nation  for  a  resurgence  of 
moral/  spiritual  values.  It  is  a  call  for 
persons  to  act  responsibly  in  covenant 
with  God  “That  this  nation  under  God, 
shall  have  a  rebirth  of  freedom." 

Resources  for  this  ministry  are  offered 
by  the  Upper  Room,  and  descriptive 
literature  may  be  obtained  by  writing: 
ved  the  RESURGENCE  '76,  1908  Grand  Avenue, 
Nashville,  Tenn.  37203. 
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Coat  of  a  single  subscription 
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^Bishop’s  Message 

>  morning  several  of  us  who  are  attending  the  Council  of  Bishops  meeting 
here  at  Lake  Junaluska,  North  Carolina,  were  invited  to  visit  the  historic  Shook 
House,  one  of  the  oldest  structures  in  these  mountains,  and  a  place  where 
Bishop  Francis  Asbury  frequently  visited  and  preached.  The  old  house  is  nearly 
200  years  old;  we  visited  the  room  where  services  were  held,  and  noted  the 
hand-hewn  timber  that  had  maintained  its  sturdiness  across  these  years.  We 
felt  we  were  in  a  sacred  place,  for  it  was  here  that  Asbury,  “The  Prophet  of  the 
Long  Road,”  offered  the  gospel  to  early-day  pioneers. 

The  house  today  is  occupied  by  a  Mrs.  Morgan,  a  devout  Methodist,  who  is  in 
her  mid-nineties  and  whose  memory  is  clear  and  keen.  As  we  were  leaving,  she 
said  to  the  little  group  of  bishops,  “I  may  not  be  long  for  this  world,  and  maybe 
the  next  time  I  see  you  it  will  be  in  Heaven,  and  I  will  be  disappointed  if  some  of 
you  don’t  make  it.”  Retracing  the  trails  of  Asbury  kindles  the  sentiment  related 
to  a  great  heritage.  All  of  us  honor  that  heritage  in  our  own  day  with  an 
emulation  of  Asbury ’s  evangelistic  zeal. 

Faithfully 


(Written  at  Lake  Junaluska,  November  11,  1974) 


Louisiana  UM  Commissioners  meet , 
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eye 
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Plans  Adopted 


Around  our  Conference 


Trinity  Church,  Jennings,  has  just 
completed  a  series  of  Sunday  night  study 
groups  on  Martin  Luther  and  the 
Reformation.  The  four  programs  includ¬ 
ed:  film  on  Martin  Luther  ;  “The  Church 
in  Luther’s  Time,”  by  Father  Daigle,  a 
Roman  Catholic  Priest;  “The  Influence 
of  Luther  to  the  United  Methodists,”  by 
the  Rev.  Eskel  Tatum,  First  Church, 
Jennings;  and  “The  Influence  of  Luther 
to  the  Lutherans,”  by  the  Rev.  Allen 
Schenk,  pastor  of  Immanuel  Lutheran 
Church,  Jennings.  The  series  was 
developed  by  Mrs.  Margaret  Ford, 
chairperson  of  Ecumenical  Affairs  at 
Trinity.  Rob  Crichlow  is  pastor. 

A  dedication  service  was  held  at 
Trinity  Church,  Jennings,  on  October  27 
for  the  new  sanctuary  and  church  school 
hymnals.  Pastor  Rob  Crichlow  was  in 
charge  of  the  service. 

*  *  * 

UMW  of  University  Church,  Baton 
Rouge,  hosted  a  “Neighbors  ‘Round  the 
World”  Luncheon  on  November  5. 
Members  brought  specially-prepared 
dishes  for  this  festive  occasion  of 
fellowship. 

*  *  • 

The  Folk  Choir  of  First  Church,  Baton 
Rouge,  presented  a  folk  musical  entitled 
“Lightshine,”  on  November  3.  This  is  a 
musical  of  the  beatitudes,  using  multi- 
media  —  slides,  overhead  projector, 
narration,  songs,  and  special  lighting 
effects.  Mrs.  Marjorie  Blocker  is  director 
of  the  Folk  Choir. 


New  appointment 

The  Rev.  Oakley  E.  Edwards  has 
been  appointed  to  the  Wisner-Bas- 
kin  Charge,  effective  November  17, 
1974. 


First  Church,  Lafayette,  held  a 
Missionary  Conference  in  October, 
featuring  Missionary  speakers.  Among 
those  who  participated  were:  Dr. 
Alexander  James  Reid,  37  years  a 
missionary  in  Africa;  the  Rev.  Melvin 
Ray  -"Holt,  Sr.,  missionary  to  the 
Philippines;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leonard 
Stuart,  serving  in  the  Appalachia  area  of 
Kentucky;  and  Greer  Dixon,  a  member 
of  First  Church,  who  (at  her  own  ex¬ 
pense)  spent  her  summer  vacation  as  a 
Missionary  Nurse  in  Ecuador.  The 
Conference  was  highly  successful  and 
included  programs  for  the  entire  family. 
W.  O.  Lynch,  Jr.  is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

Dr.  Alfred  Norris,  District  Superin¬ 
tendent,  New  Orleans,  has  announced  the 
new  location  of  his  District  Office  in  First 
Church,  3401  Canal  Street,  corner  Jeff 
Davis  ..Packway.  He  notes  that  all 
business  or  official  correspondence 
should  be  addressed  to  the  office.  His 
phone  number  is  488-6291. 

*  *  • 

First  Church,  Pineville,  is  assembling 
a  booklet  of  meditations  to  be  distributed 
during  the  Christmas  season  to  the 
congregation  by  the  Commission  on 
Evangelism. 


The  Board  of  Commissioners  of  the 
LOUISIANA  UNITED  METHODIST  met 
at  Alexandria  on  November  4  to  evaluate 
the  paper  and  make  plans  for  the 
periodical  for  1975.  Officers  of  the  board 
were  elected.  Rev.  Odell  Simmons, 
pastor  of  the  DeRidder  church  was 
named  chairman,  and  Rev.  George 
Duerson,  pastor  of  the  Kenner  church, 
was  elected  secretary. 

The  dates  for  the  circulation  campaign 
will  be  January  19  through  February  14. 
Subscription  prices  will  be  $3.00  for  in¬ 
dividuals  and  $2.50  for  those  churches 
who  have  the  every  family  plan  based  on 
one  subscription  per  every  three 
members  of  the  church.  A  goal  of  12,000 
subscriptions  was  set,  exclusive  of  local 
church  editions,  with  quotas  being  set  on 
the  basis  of  local  church  membership. 

A  training  event  for  District  Chair¬ 
persons  of  Publications  will  be  held  in 
December,  when  specific  plans  and 
promotional  ideas  will  be  presented. 

The  price  increase  will  enable  the 
paper  to  meet  rising  publishing  costs, 
anticipated  by  the  TM/UMR  Board 
during  the  November  1973  meeting 
before  the  Louisiana  Conference  became 
a  part  of  the  United  Methodist  Reporter. 
The  increase  will  also  enable  the  paper  to 
give  additional  coverage  to  the  con¬ 
ference  with  a  two-page  issue  at  least 
once  a  month,  depending  upon  the  suc¬ 
cess  of  the  circulation  campaign. 


A  “grass  roots"  opinion  survey  con¬ 
ducted  by  the  paper,  indicated  a  desire 
throughout  the  conference  for  wider 
coverage  of  local  church  and  district 
activities.  An  attempt  will  be  made  to 
provide  such  coverage. 

It  was  noted  by  Spurgeon  Dunnam, 
publisher  of  TM/UMR.  that  in¬ 
stitutions  within  the  conference  may  find 
a  real  bargain  in  the  use  of  a  special 
insert  when  promotion  of  special  of¬ 
ferings,  drives,  and  celebrations  need 
broader  coverage  than  can  be  given  on 
the  weekly  page. 

The  following  policy  statement  with 
regard  to  the  purpose  of  the  paper  was 
adopted : 

•  To  report  news  of  significant  events 
within  the  bounds  of  the  Conference. 

•  To  communicate  the  program  of  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  to  persons 
in  local  churches. 

•  To  provide  inspiration  for  local 
churches  by  acquainting  them  with  the 
achievements  of  others. 

•  To  personalize  the  news  by  sharing 
interesting  items  about  people  in  the 
Conference. 

•  To  offer  the  Bishop  an  opportunity  to 
express  his  concerns  to  local  church 
leaders  and  members. 

A  job  analysis  for  the  board  of  com¬ 
missioners  was  developed  as  follows: 

•  To  provide  suggestions  and  support 
for  the  editor  of  the  paper. 

•  To  evaluate  the  paper  in  terms  of  its 
purpose. 


Church  and  Society  plans  district 
study  of  Social  Principles 


The  Board  of  Church  and  Society  of  the 
Louisiana  conference  has  put  high 
priority  on  a  conference-wide,  district- 
by-district  plan  of  study  of  the  Doctrine 
and  Doctrinal  Statements  and  the  Social 
Principles  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church. 

The  board,  meeting  at  First  Church, 
Baton  Rouge,  upon  call  of  the  chairman, 
Rev.  James  L.  Stovall,  set  January  22, 
1975  as  the  day  on  which  Bishop  Finis  A. 
Crutchfield  and  others  will  train  the 
district  directors  of  Christian  Social 
Concerns,  district  superintendents,  anti 
members  of  the  Conference  board.  In 
turn,  each  district  will  conduct  training 
sessions  in  the  nine  districts,  working 
through  district  councils. 

The  meeting  on  January  22  will  con¬ 
vene  at  First  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  at 
10:00  A.M.  The  teaching  events  in  the 
districts  will  be  scheduled  by  the  district 


Workshop  on  Religion  and  Race  looks  at 
concerns  of  the  Conference,  hears  Ms.  Kruger 


Kenneth  M.  Fisher,  host  pastor. 

The  workshop  sponsored  by  the  Con¬ 
ference  Commission  on  Religion  and 
Race,  Mrs.  Inez  Chrisentery,  chair¬ 
person,  heard  Ms.  Dalila  Kruger  of  the 
General  Commission  at  the  event  in 
Wesley  church,  Pineville  November  9, 
and  developed  a  list  of  concerns  for  the 
Louisiana  United  Methodists  to  consider. 

The  delegates,  representing  youth, 
UMW  presidents,  district  chairpersons  of 
religion  and  race,  members  of  the 
conference  commission,  cabinet 
members,  the  Area  Provost,  and 
many  local  church  members,  ex¬ 
pressed  their  thoughts  with  the  following 
questions.  “How  can  we  build  bridges 
between  the  people  of  God?”  “What  is 
the  proper  function  of  the  Commission  on 
Religion  and  Race?”  “How  can  bridges 
between  White  and  Black  be  built  when 
there  are  no  Black  United  Methodist 
churches  in  a  city  or  a  district?”  “How 
can  an  evaluation  of  progress  since 


Campus  ministry 
featured  look  for 
additional  page 

This  issue  of  THE  LOUISIANA 
UNITED  METHODIST  carries  an 
extra  special  page!  This  week  we 
are  featuring  the  campus  ministry 
in  our  Louisiana  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence,  and  along  with  members  of 
the  Conference,  this  newspaper 
salutes  the  Directors,  students  and 
sponsors  of  this  ministry  on  the 
campuses. 

Be  sure  to  look  for  this  additional 
page.  It  has  been  compiled  from 
information  received  from  the 
directors. 


Among  those  attending  the  workshop  on  Religion  and  Race  and  shown  here,  are 
UMW  presidents,  district  chairpersons  on  Religion  and  Race,  conference  members 
of  the  Commission,  youth  delegates,  and  local  church  members. 


merger  be  accomplished?” 

Ms.  Kruger,  Associate  Executive 
Secretary  of  the  General  Commission  on 
Religion  and  Race,  spoke  of  her  life  in  the 
La  Trinidad  Church  in  San  Antonio  ana 
her  place  in  the  Rio  Grande  Conference. 
She  outlined  the  goals  of  the  General 
Commission  on  Religion  and  Race  and 
offered  on  its  behalf  a  variety  of  services 


to  the  churches,  districts,  and  annual 
conference. 

Among  specific  recommendations 
made  by  the  participants  were  district 
workshops,  task  forces  to  find  the 
problem  areas  in  inter-racial  relations 
and  to  seek  solutions,  and  efforts  to  give 
greater  visibility  for  ethnic  group  values 
and  traditions  in  the  Annual  Conference 
sessions. 


Shown,  left  to  right :  Ralph  Cain,  Area  Provost  and  Editor;  George  Duerson,  sec¬ 
retary,  Board  of  Commissioners;  Thelma  Brett,  Publicity  Director ;  Spurgeon  Dun¬ 
nam,  Editor  and  Publisher,  TM/  UMR;  and  Odell  Simmons,  Chairman,  Board  of 
Commissioners. 

their 


•  To  recommend  subscription  rates  for 
the  paper. 

•  To  encourage  subscription  growth 
through  an  annual  campaign. 

•  To  maintain  contact  with  the  general 
editor  on  general  policies  of  the  paper 

•  To  give  direction  to  the  District 


Chairpersons  of  Publications  in 
work. 

Members  of  the  board  for  the  current 
conference  year  are  the  Reverends 
George  Duerson,  Odell  Simmons,  Leslie 
Norris;  Laypersons  Mildred  Evans, 
Robert  P.  Lay,  and  C.  O.  Holland. 


councils  on  ministries,  and,  it  is  hoped, 
will  attract  heavy  attendance  from  every 
church  in  the  conference. 

At  the  November  2  meeting  the  board 
elected  Mrs.  Etta  Mae  Castain  to  be  the 
board’s  representative  to  the  Conference 
Council  on  Ministries  along  with  the  Rev. 
James  Graham,  also  elected.  The  Rev. 
William  McCutcheon  was  elected  to  be 
the  representative  to  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries.  Other  elections:  The  Rev. 
Henry  Blount  to  be  chairperson  of  the 
Division  of  General  Welfare;  Mrs. 
Azalea  Stevenson,  chairperson  of  the 
Division  on  Human  Relations;  and  the 
Rev.  Cleburne  Quaid,  chairperson  of  the 
Divisions  on  World  Peace.  The  Rev. 
James  Graham  is  secretary  of  board. 

A  resolution  of  support  for  Dr.  Robert 
Kemmerly  and  the  Louisiana  Conference 
resolution  to  be  heard  by  the  Judicial 
Council  was  adopted. 


Four  youth  from  First  Church,  Pineville.  received  their  God  and  Country  Awards 
at  the  Worship  Service  on  Sunday,  Oct.  13.  Shown  from  left,  are:  Mike  Pitts,  District 
Scout  Executive  and  a  member  of  First  Church;  Greg  Cummings;  Russell  Wenner; 
David  Cummings;  John  Lohrey;  and  the  Rev.  Stone  W.  Caraway,  pastor. 

Soldiers  of  the  Cross,  clergy 
and  laity,  honored  at  Chatham 


First  Church,  Chatham,  the  Rev. 
William  B.  Shaw,  pastor,  held  special 
Honors  Services  on  November  3,  for 
some  very  special  people :  Soldiers  of  The 
Cross!  The  sermon  was  preached  by  one 
of  these  “Soldiers,”  Rev.  J.  T.  Garrett, 
Sr.,  90  years  of  age. 


Others  honored  during  this  significant 
event  were:  Mrs.  Lottie  Anders;  Mrs. 
Lula  Garrett;  Mrs.  Adeline  Johnson; 
Mrs.  Minnie  Jordan;  Mrs.  Eff  Livesay; 
Mrs.  Eula  Pickens;  Mrs.  Lillian  Shell; 
Sam  Shell;  Mrs.  Edith  Thomas;  Mrs. 
Fannie  Thomas;  Herman  Wilder;  Mrs. 
Floy  Womack,  all  lay  persons. 


Shown  here  at 
First  Church,  Chat¬ 
ham,  are  from  left: 
Roy  Garrett;  J.  T. 
Garrett,  Jr.;  J.  T. 
Garrett,  Sr.,  and 
Troy  Garrett,  fa¬ 
ther  and  sons,  all 
ministers. 


CAMPING  IS  FUN  was  the  name  of  the 
program  held  recently  in  Oklahoma  City, 
to  bring  together  representatives  of 
camping  interests  in  the  Conferences. 
Attending  the  meeting  from  Louisiana 
were,  from  left:  J.  C.  Skinner,  Mickey 
Stringfield,  Ken  Jacocks,  Mariann 
Burns,  and  Charles  Floyd. 
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Evangelism:  A  call  to  heed  Does  pre-Christmas  commercialism  offend  you? 

‘Call  for  Evangelism  issued  by  our  lives  -  and  the  lives  of  others  —  or  it  _£  %J  J 


The  “Call  for  Evangelism”  issued  by 
United  Methodism's  Council  ol  Bishops 
last  week  is  certainly  one  that  we  need  to 
hear  and  heed  (see  story  and  text 
elsewhere  in  this  issue).' 

The  nature  of  the  call  is  especially 
appropriate  for  our  time :  it  encompasses 
both  a  call  to  share  God’s  Good  News 
through  Jesus  Christ  (proclaiming  the 
saving  message)  and  a  call  to  share  our 
energies  and  material  resources  with  the 
needy  and  downtrodden  people  of  this 
world  (Christian  social  action).  And  the 
“Call”  is  to  be  implemented  via  both 
traditional  methods  (such  as  preaching, 
personal  testimony,  and  visitation)  and 
modern  methods  (such  as  the  mass 
media). 

If  we  do  not  recognize  that  such  a 
comprehensive,  churchwide  approach  to 
evangelism  is  currently  lacking  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  then  we  are 
kidding  ourselves.  For  several  years 
now,  we  have  employed  *  numerous 
methods  for  rationalizing  our  continually 
dwindling  church  membership  and  at¬ 
tendance.  The  time  has  now  come  to  stop 
rationalizing  and  get  honest.  Numbers 
are  not,  in  themselves,  important.  They 
do  serve  as  indicators  of  how  well  or  how 
poorly  we  are  doing  what  is  important, 
being  God’s  people  in  the  world. 

It  boils  down  to  this;  either  a  personal 
relationship  with  God  through  Jesus 
Christ  does  make  a  decisive  difference  in 


our  liv^s  —  and  the  lives  of'others  —  or  it 
does  n^t  If  it  does  not,  th*n  there  is  no 
need  for  he  church.  If  we  believe  it  does, 
then  we  cannot  responsible  fail  to  share 
such  Good  News  with  others  as  an  in¬ 
tegral  part  of  our  Christian  discipleship. 
And,  if  we  share  God's  Good  News  with 
others  consistently  and  compellingly  — 
both  in  our  words  and  in  our  deeds  —  then 
a'n  inevitable  side  result  should  be  more 
church  members  and  more  persons  in 
attendance  when  the  Christian  com¬ 
munity  gathers  for  worship. 

Let  us,  at  this  point,  not  attempt  to 
determine  where  the  task  for  sharing  the 
faith  has  broken  down  in  recent  years. 
Rather,  lq[  us  simply  acknowledge  that  it 
has  received  less  emphasis  than  other 
programs  and  concerns,  and  begin 
restoring  evangelism  to  its  proper  place 
—  at  the  center  of  Christian  living. 

Our  bishops  have  come  forth  with  an 
initial  challenge  for  us  to  do  just  that.  A 
more  detailed  statement  of  guidance  and 
direction  from  them  will  be  forthcoming 
later.  In  the  meantime,  let  all  of  us  begin 
reexamining  how  well  we  are  com¬ 
municating  with  others  the  difference 
that  following  Christ  is  making  in  our 
lives;  if  our  own  performance  in  sharing 
the  faith  is  found  lacking,  then  let  us, 
with  God’s  help,  begin  working  to  im¬ 
prove  the  quantity  and  quality  of  our 
Witness. 


By  ENID  SHEPARD 

Too  often  we  are  reminded  of  the 
commercialism  of  Christmas  —  the  card 
exchange,  the  gift  exchange,  cheap 
tinsel,  the  glitter,  the  street  Santas,  the 
sound  of  the  cash  register  —  and  we  are 
told  this  is  not  what  Christmas  is  about. 
We  have  been  programmed  to  think 
negatively  about  early  Christmas 
preparations  and.  as  a  result,  we  fail  to 
get  caught  up  in  the  Holiday's 
Celebrative  Spirit.  This  blocks  the 
happiness  and  joy  that  should  be  con¬ 
tagious.  We  have  been  conditioned  to 
have  guilt  feelings  about  Christmas 
commercialism! 

The  day  after  Halloween  last  year,  a 
young  woman  entering  the  Health  Spa 
noticed  an  artificial  Christmas  tree  being 
set  up  and  voiced  her  disgust  to  me.  The 
conversation  went  something  like  this: 

The  Lady :  “Halloween  is  just  over  and 
did  you  see.  they  already  have  the 


Christmas  tree  up?  Why,  it's  not  even 
Thanksgiving  yet!" 

Me  “Well,  it's  all  in  how  you  look  at 

it.” 

The  I^ady :  "I  thought  Christmas  was 
only  once  a  year." 

Me:  “Oh.  every  day  should  be 
Christmas,  shouldn't  it?" 

The  Lady:  "Well.  I  guess  so.  But  they 
turn  it  into  just  a  commercial  gimmick." 

Then  1  related  to  her  a  meaningful 
experience  of  the  Spirit  of  Celebration 
which  Christmas  now  holds  for  me: 

"Why.  I  always  catch  myself  singing  a 
Christmas  carol  in  October  every  year, 
just  out  of  the  clear  blue.  I  don’t  know 
why.  It  always  surprises  me  whenever  1 
catch  myself  doing  it.  You  know.  I  used  to 
share  your  attitude,  but  last  year  it 
changed;  I  really  got  caught  up  in  the 
Spirit  of  Celebration.  To  me,  the  sound  of 
the  cash  register,  the  glitter  of  the  lights, 
colored  tinsel,  store  Santas,  and  early 
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A  model  for  ‘making  a  difference’ 


Several  weeks  ago,  a  column  on  this 
page  posed  the  question.  “Can  one 
person  make  a  difference?"  Our  answer 
was:  "You  bet!”,  with  numerous 
examples  cited  to  support  this  con¬ 
clusion.  The  recent  efforts  of  one  United 
Methodist  layman  in  New  Jersey,  Mr. 
John  Kuhlthau,  offer  additional 
testimony. 

Mr.  Kuhlthau  gave  up  his  $40,000  a  year 
job  as  prosecuting  attorney  to  become  an 
unpaid  volunteer  against  a  bill  which 
would  have  legalized  casino-type 
gambling.  His  efforts,  along  with  the 
efforts  of  many  other  individual  church 
persons  who  rallied  behind  him,  were 
major  factors  in  the  defeat  of  the  gam¬ 
bling  bill  in  a  November  statewide 
referendum  (see  TM/  UMR,  November 
15.) 

John  Kuhlthau’s  individual  attack 
against  something  he  saw  as  a  threat  to 
the  quality  of  life  in  his  state  provides  an 
object  lesson  for  all  of  us.  It  shows  that 
one  person  with  strong  convictions  can 
make  a  substantial  difference  if  he  is 
willing  to  make  the  sacrifices  necessary 
to  make  that  conviction  felt  by  others. 
Additionally,  Mr.  Kuhlthau’s  efforts 
provide  a  model  for  the  way  Christians 
should  view  their  roles  in  society. 

Mr.  Kuhlthau,  after  all,  did  not  sud¬ 
denly  decide  one  day  that  he  would 
organize  the  people  of  New  Jersey 
agafost  casino  gambling.  He  did  not 
iifltuftly "decide  what  the  church  should 
do.  He  did  not  even  decide  what  his 
family  should  do.  His  first  decision  was 
what  he  had  to  do  as  a  Christian.  From 
that  beginning  grew  a  campaign  which 
made  a  visible  difference. 

Even  if  no  campaign  had  grown  out  of 
Mr.  Kuhlthau’s  personal  decision  —  even 
if  no  one  had  rallied  behind  him  —  there 
is  little  doubt  that  he  would  have  ap¬ 
proached  the  issue  in  the  same  way 
because  he  was  responding  as  he  felt  the 
Christian  faith  demanded. 

If  we  could  all  cease  asking  “What 

Welcome  new  local  edition 

Last  week  the  Means  Memorial  UMC 
of  Andrews,  Texas  initiated  a  TM/UMR 
local  church  edition,  whereby  its  news  is 
combined  each  week  with  annual  confer¬ 
ence  and  general  church  news  and 
mailed  to  all  of  its  320  member-families. 

To  our  new  subscribers  in  this  North¬ 
west  Texas  Conference  congregation,  we 
say  “Welcome.  We  hope  you  will  find 
TM/UMR  edition  informative,  and  that 
you  will  join  with  our  other  readers  in 
providing  feedback  via  ‘Letters  to  the 
Editor’.”  And  to  our  continuing  readers 
across  the  church  we  say  again,  “Thank 
you  for  reading  your  edition  of  TM/ 
UMR.” 
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difference  can  I  make?’’,  and  start 
asking  simply  “How  must  I  respond  as  a 
Christian  regardless  of  what  difference  it 
may  make  to  the  world  as  a  whole?’’,  we 
would  come  closer  to  being  faithful 
disciples  of  Jesus.  And,  in  all  likelihood, 
we  would  make  a  lot  of  differences. 

It  is  said  that  there  are  three  kinds  of 
people  in  the  world:  those  who  make 
things  happen,  those  who  watch  things 
happen,  and  those  who  don’t  know  what 
is  happening.  Mr.  Kuhlthau  made  some 
things  happen  —  not  because  he  has 
powers  the  rest  of  us  don’t  have,  but 
because  he  listened  and  responded  to  a 
call  from  the  Power  who  calls  us  all. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


"As  Chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee,  I  appreciate  your  sermon  on 
‘Stewardship’,  but  don’t  you  think  closing  the  service  by  singing  ‘Bless  be  the  TITHE 
that  binds'  was  too  much?" 

Cartoon  Idea  and  caption  by  Gerald  Vaughn,  Overland  Park,  Kama! 


,LHore  I  Stand"  is  a  forurri  through 
which  readers  may  express  their 
opinions  and  concerns -a  bout  the 
church. 

This  week's  contributor,  Enid  D. 
Shepard,  is  Director  of  Christian 
Education  at  the  Gethsemane  UMC 
in  Houston.  Texas. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article 
lor  consideration  to  "Here  I  Stand," 
TM/  UMR.  P.  O.  Box  1076,  Dallas. 
Texas  75221. 


sales  promotions  are  just  a  side  effect  of 
what  Christmas  is  about.  These  hap¬ 
penings  all  point  back  to  the  Christ  Event 
at  Christmas.  No  matter  what  the 
motive,  it  is  just  a  side  effect.  Just  as  a 
rock  tossed  into  a  still  pool,  each  ripple 
spreads  farther  and  farther  out  until  it  is 
just  a  side  effect.  But  it  all  points  back  to 
that  rock  having  been  tossed  into  the 
center. 

"Christmas  is  to  celebrate!  —  to  love, 
to  give,  to  spread  joy  and  good  will.  Last 
year,  the  suited  Santa  really  represented 
the  Spirit  of  Giving  to  me.  But  it  did  not 
happen  all  at  once.  Rather  it  was  a 
gradual  feeling  which  grew  as  the  season 
progressed,  as  I  participated  in  the  ac¬ 
tivities  leading  up  to  Christ¬ 
mas  .  .  .  preparing  for  the  Advent 
service  in  worship  which  centered 
around  the  idea  of  love,  joy,  peace  and 
celebration;  making  plans  for  the  visit  of 
Santa  Claus  for  the  children  in  our  pre¬ 
school;  coordinating  plans  for  making 
banners  (1  even  made  one  myself!)  and 
symbols  for  the  Chrismon  (Christ 
monogram)  tree  that  the  Church  School 
classes  decorated  as  a  part  of  their 
participation  in  the  time  of  celebration 
when  all  the  families  came  to  the  Church 
School  Building  for  cookies  and  punch  to 
share  in  the  joys  of  the  season.  The 
children  brought  their  Chrismon  symbols 
and  hung  them  on  the  tree.  The  families 
brought  their  Christmas  banners  to  be 
hung  there  too. 

“So  when  I  walked  into  the  main  en¬ 
trance  today  and  saw  the  artificial  silver 
tree  all  decorated,  I  caught  myself 


smiling.  A  warming  feeling  of  love  and 
joy  brought  back  that  whole  experience 
again." -  - 

She  looked  a  little  surprised.  Then  her 
expression  changed  to  a  smile.  A  glow 
came  to  her  eyes  as  she  said,  “You  have 
made  my  day.  Thank  you!  I  think  the 
Lord  must  have  used  you  to  help  me 
change  my  attitude.  Why  I  never  thought 
of  it  that  way.  It  makes  a  big  difference. 
Thank  you!” 

I’m  glad  for  Christmas.  Aren’t  you? 
Let’s  celebrate!!  Maybe  it  will  be  con¬ 
tagious  the  whole  year  through. 
Christmas  is  to  remember  the  birth  of 
Jesus,  who  is  the  Rock  that  causes  the 
ripples! 

Have  you  shared  the  meaning  of 
Christmas  in  any  way  this  year? 


On  being  a 
United  Methodist 

What  is  a  United  Methodist? 

Is  it  one  who  goes  to  church  and  says 
the  age  old  creed 

On  Sunday  mornings; 

Is  it  just  one  who  sings  the  beloved 
melodies 

Of  a  dying  faith  that 

One  day  seemed  too  marvelous  for 
words 

And  knew  no  boundaries? 

Oh  no,  my  friend,  you’ve  missed  the 
point. 

It  is  being  a  part  of  a  living 
fellowship, 

Loving  and  working  together 

For  the  founding  of  a  new  world; 

One  built  on  justice,  mercy,  and 
compassion  for  all. 

What  is  a  United  Methodist? 

He  is  a  reincarnate  of  an  ever¬ 
present  God  in  our  midst. 

But.  sir,  are  there  any  United 
Methodists 

Left  in  the  world? 

Frederick  Hans  Wagner 
Woffard  College 
Spartanburg,  South  Carolina 

Reprinted  from  the 

South  Carolina  MethodUt  Advocate 


Grant  to  study  the  effects  of  ‘soap  operas’  questioned 


To  the  Editor: 

Our  denomination  has  cause  to  rejoice 
over  the  tremendous  spiritual  and 
financial  contributions  women  have 
made  to  the  United  Methodist  Church 
and  especially  to  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries.  However,  an  article 
headlined  “Women’s  Division  objects  to 
television  ‘soap  operas’  ”  in  the  Nov. 
issue  of  TM/  UMR  has  me  puzzled.  The 
Women’s  Division  has  earmarked  $10,000 
to  thd  CPtnraittee  on  Women’s  Concerns 
“to  discover  the  influenceof  the  media  on 
women.”  Nearly  every  other  article  on 
that  same  page  dealt  with  the  efforts  of 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  to  combat 
starvation  and  dwindling  food  supplies. 

Why,  in  the  face  of  possible  world 
famine,  is  the  Women’s  Division  taking 
its  time  and  money  to  study  how  much 
the  TV  influences  women?  I  can  un¬ 
derstand  and  appreciate  greatly  the  need 
for  $40,000  for  scholarships  and  grants  to 
women  in  seminary,  but  in  today’s  world 
of  tight  money  and  inflation,  all  of  our 
boards  and  agencies  need  to  be  more 
careful  as  to  how  they  are  spending  their 
.  monies.  What  possible  use  could  we  have 
for  $10,000  worth  of  information  on  the 
influence  of  the  media  on  women?  Could 
that  be  better  spent? 

Please  understand,  our  Women’s 
Division  has  done  a  most  excellent  job  of 
providing  hard-earned  funds  for  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  but  let’s  set 
projects  such  as  the  media  influence 
study  aside  until  international  disaster 
can  be  avoided. 

Howard  F.  Burrell 
Sharon,  Pennsylvania 

‘Soap  operas’ grant  represents 

irresponsible  stewardship 

To  the  Editor: 

It  was  with  a  great  deal  of  concern  that 
I  read  the  article  in  the  November  1  issue 
concerning  the  grant  of  the  Women’s 
Division.  To  designate  $10,000  to  study 
the  effect  of  soap  operas  on  women  is  to 
me  a  gross  mishandling  of  the  funds 
given  to  the  church  for  responsible  use. 

I  see  little  relationship  between  the 
intent  of  this  grant,  as  stated  in  the  ar¬ 
ticle,  and  the  mission  of  the  church.  The 
money,  could  have  been  spent  better  in 
giving  ^scholarships  to  women  in  our 
seminaries,  in  recruiting  women  for  the 
ministry,  or  in  some  other  more  worth¬ 
while  endeavor  of  the  Women’s 
Division.  This  action  is  an  indication  of 
our  lack  of  responsibility  in  Christian 
stewardship.  Montfort  c  Duncan  Jr. 

Miami,  Florida 

One  answer  to  world  hunger: 
export  food,  not  tobacco 

,  To  the  Editor: 

The  church  is  asking  people  to  eat  less 
so  that  more  food  can  be  sent  abroad.  I 
have  no  real  quarrel  with  that  as  a  short 
term  solution.  However,  the  U.  S. 
Government  is  planning  to  send  some  $25 
million  worth  of  tobacco  to  Vietnam, 
Cambodia  and  a  number  of  other  poor 
countries.  The  Department  of 
Agriculture  has  described  the  tobacco 
shipments  as  a  form  of  “security 
assistance"  to  Indochina.  A 
congressional  aide  learned  of  this  on  a 
trip  to  Indochina.  It  is  a  well  kept  secret 
in  Washington,  D.  C. 

The  Agriculture  Department  has  been 
spending  $140,000  a  year  for  foreign 
advertising  of  cigarettes  containing 
American  tobacco  and  shipping  $25 
million  worth  of  tobacco  to  poor  countries 
under  the  subsidized  “food  for  peace" 


program.  Tobacco  is  America’s  5th 
largest  agricultural  export  product. 

Can  the  U.  S.  Government  subsidize 
tobacco  prices  by  shipping  $25  million 
worth  of  tobacco  while  asking  the  people 
to  cut  down  on  eating? 

The  land  used  for  tobacco  could  be 
planted  in  peanuts  and  other  food  stuffs 
to  provide  essential  nourishment  —  not 
cancer  —  to  hungry  nations. 

Olive  Chase 

)0  Albuquerque,  New  Mexico 

We  should  go  further  in 
our  advertising  advocacy 
To  the  Editor: 

In  “The  Church  Today,”  November  8 
issue  of  TM/  UMR,  it  was  mentioned 
that  the  church  was  backing  the  end  of 
drug  advertising  in  the  American 
Medical  Association's  publication.  I 
applaud  that  action. 

However,  how  much  more  effective  an 
action  it  would  be  to  encourage  broad¬ 
casters,  both  radio  and  TV,  to  refuse 
drug  advertising.  I  would  include  alcohol 
in  this  category,  since  it  is  our  nation’s 
number  one  drug  abuse  problem.  Only 
those  who  have  witnessed  the  immense 
tragedy  of  alcoholism  can  appreciate  the 
hopelessness  of  trying  to  cope  with  it. 

I  could  go  one  step  further  —  no 
cigarette  advertising. 

Helen  H.  Ruhrwien 
St.  Louis,  Missouri 

Peace  through  strength 

is  our  only  hope 

To  the  Editor: 

With  reference  to  the  “Bomber  un- 
needed”  letter  from  Pat  Kington, 
Decherd  Tennessee  (TM/  UMR,  Nov.  1), 
I  would  like  to  say  that  if  everyone 
thought  his  way,  our  country  would 
certainly  be  taken  over  by  Russia  within 
a  few  years. 

The  communist  and  other 
revolutionary  challenges  to  America’s 
freedom  can  only  be  met  by  (1)  im¬ 
proving  public  understanding  of  the  basic 
foundations  of  America’s  strength  and 
freedom,  and  (2)  by  America  staying 
number  ONE  in  military  power.  Peace 
through  strength  is  our  only  hope. 

Francis  W.  Franks 
Marshall,  Texas 

Article  on  wearing 

Christian  symbols  helpful 

To  the  Editor: 

Thank  you  for  Mr.  Dunnam ’s  article  in 
the  October  4  issue  of  TM/  UMR  which 
expressed  his  reasons  for  wearing  our 
Christian  symbols.  Through  such  action 
doors  are  opened  that  might  otherwise  be 
forever  closed. 

In  our  fast  moving  society  and  world, 
there  is  a  great  need  for  establishing 
communications  as  quickly  as  possible; 
and,  more  than  that,  Christians  need  to 
know  that  Christ’s  leaven  is  moving  and 
working  among  people  everywhere. 

It  was  my  privilege  to  share  in  a  three 
week  tour  with  a  group  of  eighteen 
people  that  visited  New  York,  Athens, 
Cairo,  Beruit,  Syria,  Israel  and  Rome 
during  the  first  three  weeks  of  October  — 
so  this  article  has  just  come  to  my  at¬ 
tention  now. 

Although  I  did  not  wear  a  symbol  each 
day  on  that  trip,  I  do  always  carry  an 
aluminum  cross  and  a  card  that  explains 
its  meaning  for  my  life,  “What  Christ  has 
done  for  me.”  Through  these,  I  have  been 
able,  in  a  few  words,  to  establish  com¬ 
munications  with  people  who  might 
otherwise  have  remained  strangers. 


1  CAH'T  BELIEVE 
SOU  WANT  ME  10 
OO  TO  CHURCH 
AtrA/N  TOMGM. 
TWO  LOHCr  4ERV- 
IC£9  IN  A  PINOLE 
PAY  19  TOO  MUCH  I 


Again,  may  I  thank  you  for  your  article 
and  for  your  leadership.  I  do  not  usually 
write  to  public  leaders,  but  I  felt  that 
your  article  was  so  timely  and  ap¬ 
preciated  it  very  much.  It  is  a  good  way 
of  helping  Christ’s  love  encircle  the 
earth,  or  should  I  say,  “it  makes  us  more 
aware  of  the  fact.” 

Mrs.  Farris  E.  McDermaid 
Alamogordo,  New  Mexico 

WCC  support  of  Chavez 

union  challenged 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  writing  in  reference  to  an  article 
in  the  October  II  issue  of  TM/  UMR 
titled,  “World  Council  agencies  pledgfc 
aid  to  Chavez  union  struggle.” 

It  is  evident  that  Dr.  Philip  Potter  and 
the  WCC  made  no  study  or  investigation 
of  Cesar  Chavez  and  his  union  before 
giving  their  support.  There  are  so  many 
incorrect  and  biased  statements  in  the 
article  that  I  lose  faith  in  any  action 
taken  by  the  WCC.  If  they  use  all  their 
funds  in  such  a  misguided  manner,  they 
are  certainly  betraying  the  trust  of  all  the 
little  people  that  provide  those  funds. 

If  the  United  Methodist  Church  feels 
something  should  be  done  for  farm 
laborers,  they  should  do  it  through  the 
church’s  health  and  welfare  agencies  for 
the  benefit  of  the  workers,  and  not  help 
Chavez  in  his  effort  to  obtain  control  of 
food  production.  Mrs.  Lola  M.  Berry 
Havensville,  Kansas 

Mr.  Gallo  didn’t  really 

set  the  record  straight 

To  the  Editor: 

I  would  like  to  comment  on  the  letter 
you  printed  recently  from  Ernest  Gallo  of 
Modesto,  California  under  the  caption, 
“Gallo  seeks  to  set  the  record  straight.” 

In  a  further  attempt  to  do  just  that,  I 
would  like  to  point  out  that  the  Gallo 
brothers  of  the  Gallo  Wine  Co.  —  which  is 
currently  being  boycotted  by  the  United 
Farm  Workers  led  by  Cesar  Chavez  — 
are  carrying  on  a  well-financed  cam¬ 
paign  to  discredit  the  United  Farm 
Workers  boycott,  using  the  most  ex¬ 
pensive  Madison  Avenue  public  relations 
firms.  They  are  also  contacting  church 
groups  throughout  the  country  because 
they  know  that  this  is  where  much  of  the 
support  for  the  boycott  originates. 

The  Gallo  brothers’  patronizing  at¬ 
titude  toward  Cesar  Chavez,  clearly 
visible  in  the  letter  you  published,  is  a 
consistent  line  being  used  in  all  of  their 
multi-million  dollar  campaign.  It  cannot 
hide  the  fact,  however,  that  the  Gallo 
Brothers  are  out  to  destroy  Chavez'  union 
and  with  it  the  most  effective  movement 
for  guaranteeing  the  rights  of  farm 
workers  in  this  country. 

Neither  can  it  hide  the  fact  that  the 


Gallo  Co.  signed  a  sweetheart  contract 
with  the  Teamsters  without  the  par¬ 
ticipation  of  the  workers,  along  with 
other  California  growers,  while 
pretending  to  negotiate  with  the  United 
Farm  Workers. 

I  know  that  more  and  more  churches 
and  church  groups  are  supporting  the 
boycott  of  Gallo  Wines  and  that  sooner  or 
later  this  company  will  negotiate  con¬ 


tracts  again  with  the  United  Farm 
Workers  because  they  and  their  sup¬ 
porters  are  determined  to  continue  their 
struggle  until  thev  win. 

Leo  D.  Nieto 
New  York,  New  York; 
We  are  our  brothers’ keeper 
To  the  Editor:  ; 

I  stand  for  total  abstinence  for  people 
who  call  themselves  Christians.-  I  have 
seen  too  many  boys  and  girls  become  • 
alcoholics  because  mother  and  dad  took  a 
sociaT  drink.  We  are  our  brother’s  * 
keeper!  Mrs.  D.  B.  Shutt  . 

Belen,  New  Mexico’ 
Deuteronomy  had 
the  answer 
To  the  Editor: 

The  Law,  according  to  Deuteronomy, 
says  no  one  should  go  to  war  who  doesn’t* 
want  to  fight  —  or  if  he  has  something . 
better  to  do.  It  even  gives  the  reasons.  ’ 
There  wouldn’t  have  been  any  amnesty . 
question  to  settle  if  people  and  the 
Pentegon  had  been  willing  to  read  and! 
follow  the  ancient  biblical  injunction, 
ascribed  to  God.  Jesus  said  he  came  to.' 
uphold  the  Law.  Mrs.  Betty  Luginbill 
Tucson,  Arizona 


Cooking  jor  a  Christmas  card  this  year 
that  is  different  and  rtill  sale  you  money  ? 


"He  comes  to  us  as  One  un-i 
Known, 

without  a  name, 
as  of  old,  by  the  lakeside,  | 
He  came  to  those  men  who 
knew  Him  not. 

He  speaks  to  us  the  same 
word: 

'Follow  thou  me.' 
and  sets  us  to  the  tasks  which 
he  has  to  fulfill  for  our  time. 
He  commands. 

And  to  those  who  obey  Him, 
whether  they  be  wise  or 
simple. 

He  will  reveal  Himself  In  the 
toils, 

the  conflicts,  the  sufferings 
which  they  shall  pass 
through  In  His  fellowship. 
And,  as  an  Ineffable  mystery, 
they  shall  learn  In  their  own 
experience 
Who  He  Is." 


Then  Take  Advantage  Of 
TM/UMR’sl974 
Christmas  Card  Special... 


•  Unique  combination  Of 
traditional  and  contemporary 
religious  motifs 

•  Two  different  cards  pro¬ 
duced  by  TM/  UMR  staff 

•  Black  and  white  printing, 
slick  finish  card  stock,  4”  x  9” 
actual  size 

•  Can  be  mailed  as  post 
card  for  8c  or  will  fit  any 
regular  tt  10  envelope 

•  We  will  rush  your  order, 
POSTPAID,  the  same  day  we 
receive  it 


Just  as  the  Wise  Men  saw  the 
star 

that  blazed  and  flamed,  send¬ 
ing  It  searching  fingers  down 
to  earth 
And  lightly  touched  the  long¬ 
ing  hearts  of  those 
who  saw -and  followed. 

So,  once  again  that  star' will 
blaze 

And  once  again  wise  men  will 
follow. 

Are  we  that  wise?  WIH  we  too 
search  the  skies? 

And  feel  the  burning  magic  of 
that  light? 

Will  we,  like  them, 

Search  and  find  our  Bethle¬ 
hem? 


Card  A 


Card  B 


_ Send  me  a  sample  of  each  of  the  two  cards  (enclose  50c  to  cover  postage  and  handling) 

_ 25  cards  for  $2.50  —100  cards  for  $9.00 

_ 50  cards  for  $4.75  —250  cards  for  $20.00 

_ Card  A  _ Card  B  _ Assortment  of  both  designs  (In  groups  of  25) 


Name 


-Zip. 


Enclose  cash,  check  or  money  order  with  your  order.  All  prices  include  return 
postage  and  handling.  Send  to  TM/UMR  Christmas  Card 
P.O.  Box  1076 
Dallas,  Texas  75221 
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HUNGER: 


Problems  still 
plague  people 


Bv  CLARA  T.  KERR 
Special  to  TM/  UMR 

I  Clara  T.  Kerr  is  vice-chairperson  of  a 
task  force  on  hunger  formed  by  the 
Western  Pennsylvania  United  Methodist 
Conference.  She  and  her  husband  were 
non-governmental  observers  at  the 
World  Food  Conference  in  Rome, 
November  5-16.  Mrs.  Kerr  was  also  a 
part  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania 
delegation  which  included  state  officials, 
farmers  and  representatives  of  several 
humanitarian  groups.  She  has  written 
her  personal  response  to  the  conference .  ] 

ROME  —  An  historic  event  took  place 
last  week.  From  a  Christian  standpoint  it 
was  appropriate  that  the  site  was  Rome, 
where  on  every  side  stand  the 
magnificent  buildings  of  the  church.  The 
bones  of  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul  lie  buried 
here  just  a  few  miles  from  the  Palazzo 
dei  Congressi  where  the  United  Nations 
World  Food  Conference  held  its 
deliberations. 

The  stated  purposes  of  the  conference 
were  simple:  (1)  To  provide  means  for 
immediate  food  aid  to  starving  people; 
and  (2)  To  make  long-range  plans  for 
balancing  the  demand  for  food  with  the 
supply. 


The  simple  goal  of  providing 
sustenance,  in  fact,  cannot  be  achieved  in 
simple  ways.  The  very  complexity  of  the 
World  Food  Conference  itself  was  an 
obvious  tip  of  the  massive  iceberg. 

One  hundred  and  thirty  countries  were 
represented  with  an  official  government 
delegation,  plus  a  number  of  observers 
from  non-governmental  organizations 
(NGO’s).  Each  NGO  represented  a 
specific  emphasis,  often  clashing  with 
official  government  policy. 

And  then  there  was  the  press,  doggedly 
trying  to  interpret  the  actions  of  the 
major  committees  which  met  day  after 
day  to  hammer  out  proposals.  These 
committees  dealt  with  knotty  topics: 
providing  immediate  food  aid, 
developing  long-range  plans  for  food 
reserves,  agricultural  development  and 
trade. 

How  does  the  church  relate  to  the  world 
food  crisis?  From  this  writer’s 
viewpoint,  Christians  must  be  a 
prophetic  voice  speaking  for  the  God  who 
judges  all  nations.  The  church  was  just 
such  a  voice  at  the  conference,  speaking 
through  Dr.  Philip  Potter,  general 
secretary  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches,  and  through  Pope  Paul  VI. 


Several  thousand  conference  members 
left  headquarters  one  morning  and 
traveled  to  the  Vatican  where  they  heard 
the  frail  Pope  Paul  §peak  in  ringing 
tones,  pointing  to  the  crisis  “that  shows 
itself  when  the  accent  is  placed  on  the 
quest  for  near  economic  success  .  .  . 
with  an  almost  total  abandonment  of  the 
agricultural  sector,  and  the  ac¬ 
companying  neglect  of  its  highest  human 
and  spiritual  values.’’ 

In  his  speech.  Pope  Paul  addressed  his 
hearers  in  French.  Translations  were 
distributed  later.  Yet  as  he  spoke,  this 
writer  jotted  down  words  easily 
recognizable  to  American  ears.  Words 
like  “tragique,"  “humanite,”  “sombre,” 
“probleme.” 

But  there  were  other  words: 
“soliderite,"  “energie,”  “compassion," 
“social  justice,"  “destinee."  These 
words  call  forth  the  best  emotions  in  all 
human  beings. 

Our  destiny  is  to  enact  them. 


Controversial 


Bishops  issue  a  ‘Call for  Evangelism’ 


President  Ford  asked  to  aid  Third  World  with  wheat  and  money 


LAKE  JUNALUSKA  -  Appealing  to 
church  members  for  a  major  thrust  in 
evangelism,  the  United  Methodist 
Council  of  Bishops  issued  a  “Call  to 
Evangelism”  here  at  their  meeting 
November  12-15. 

The  statement  offered  by  Bishop 
Francis  E.  Kearns,  Canton,  Oh.,  is  the 
first  part  of  what  may  be  a  longer 
document  to  be  presented  by  the  bishops 
to  the  1000-delegate  General  Conference, 
the  highest  law-making  body  of  the 
church,  when  it  meets  in  April  1976  in 
Portland,  Ore.  If  adopted  by  General 
Conference,  the  “Call  to  Evangelism” 
would  be  a  primary  emphasis  of  the 
church  during  the  quadrennium  1976-80. 

In  other  major  action  the  council  urged 
President  Gerald  Ford  to  make  available 
three  to  four  million  tons  of  wheat  to 


“critical  countries”  and  to  make  “a 
significant  pledge  toward  the  $5  billion 
per  year  needed  for  long-range 
agricultural  development  assistance  as 
recommended  by  the  Food  and 
Agricultural  Organization.” 

In  its  first  message  to  the  new 
president,  the  Council  of  Bishops  also 
assured  Mr.  Ford  of  “our  prayerful 
concern  as  you  face  your  new  respon¬ 
sibilities.” 

During  the  council  meeting  the  bishops 
heard  appeals  to  focus  on  evangelism 
from  various  church  leaders.  Dr.  Melvin 
Talbert,  general  secretary  of  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Discipleship  pledged 
the  support  of  that  agency  to  the  effort. 

Dr.  Emerson  S.  Colaw,  Cincinnati,  Oh., 
president  of  the  National  Council  of 
Evangelism,  told  the  bishops:  “From  the 


perspective  of  the  local  church,  we  need 
this  call.  The  community  of  believers  is 
still  a  viable  instrument  through  which 
the  Holy  Spirit  can  work.” 

Bishop  F.  Gerald  Ensley,  Columbus, 
Oh.  brought  to  the  Council  the  per¬ 
spective  of  the  World  Methodist  Council 
which  has  set  the  year  1975  for  a  world¬ 
wide  emphasis  on  evangelism. 

“We’ve  got  to  treat  evangelism 
seriously,”  Bishop  Ensley  said.  “We 
have  to  realize  how  much  is  at  stake. 
Nothing  short  of  making  this  a  Christian 
nation  and  a  Christian  world  will  do.” 

The  council  called  upon  United 
Methodists  to  1)  cooperate  in  efforts  to 
address  world  hunger  through  relief 
efforts  and/  or  change  in  systems  of  food 
production,  consumption  and  distri¬ 
bution;  and  2)  practice  fasting,  for 


at  least  one  meal  a  week,  and  contribute 
the  funds  saved  by  fasting  and  by  other 
sacrificial  giving  through  responsible 
agencies  to  aid  the  hungry. 

“We,  the  bishops,”  another  statement 
read,  “have  covenanted  to  our  people  to 
join  them  in  prayer,  fasting  and 
sacrificial  giving  on  behalf  of  the  world’s 
hungry." 

Bishop  James  S.  Thomas  of  Des 
Moines,  la.  was  chosen  by  his  colleagues 
to  deliver  the  Episcopal  Address  at 
General  Conference.  Given  at  the  outset 
of  the  business  sessions  of  the  church’s 
highest  law-making  body,  the  message 
has  the  status  of  a  “State  of  the  Church” 
address.  It  will  be  prepared  and 
delivered  by  Bishop  Thomas  but  will 
bear  the  signatures  of  all  the  bishops  of 
the  church. 


Text  of  Bishops’  Call  for  Evangelism 


Evangelism  is  every  Christian’s 
£  responsibility. 

£  As  bishops  of  the  United  Methodist 
jj  Church,  we  call  ourselves,  our 
J  pastors,  and  all  our  people  to  “dp  tHe 

I  work  of  an  evangelist”  (II  Timothy 
4:5),  demonstrating  as  well  as 
proclaiming  that  Jesus  Christ  is 
Savior  and  Lord. 

Today,  as  we  see  fresh  evidences 
of  the  working  of  God's  Spirit,  we 
are  also  made  aware  of  the  spiritual 
hungers  of  humankind,  hungers  both 
for  a  personal  encounter  with  the 
living  God  and  for  a  life  of 
righteousness  and  justice  in  society, 
and  for  mutual  accountability  for 
the  sharing  of  the  earth’s  resources. 
^  United  Methodism  is  impelled  by 
£  its  faith-commitments  and  is 
£  uniquely  equipped  by  its  history  and 
£  traditions  to  satisfy  these  hungers. 
£  We  stand,  with  Wesley,  on  the 
£  Biblical  grounds  of  assurance  that 
;•  the  Spirit  bears  witness  “with  our 
£  spirit  that  we  are  children  of  God” 
£  (Rom.  8:16),  and  “we  know  that  we 
£  have  passed  out  of  death  into  life, 
£  because  we  love  the  brethren”  (I 
£  John  3: 14).  And  we  call  upon  all  who 
name  the  name  of  Christ  to  join  us  in 
£  this  urgent  concern. 

£  It  should  not  be  thought  that  our 
£  commitment  to  proclaim  the  good 


news  of  Jesus  Christ  lessons  our  £; 

respect  for  other  religions  and  £ 

traditions;  but  neither  should  it  be  £ 

thought,  conversely,  that  our  £ 

respect  for  those  traditions  lessens  £ 

our  responsibility  to  proclaim  what  £ 

God  has  done  for  us  in  Christ.  £ 

We  believe  this  urgent  concern  for  £ 
evangelism  must  express  itself 
through  every  ministry  of  the  £ 

church  throughout  the  world.  Ways  jij 

of  evangelism  will  vary  from  person 
to  person  and  from  church  to  £ 

church.  Everywhere,  however,  £ 

these  ways  will  most  certainly  £ 

include  preaching,  the  personal  i; 

sharing  of  our  convictions,  visita-  £ 

tion,  and  employment  of  the  media.  £ 

Our  efforts  will  utilize  all  of  the  re-  £ 

sources  of  caring  communities.  £ 

Out  of  our  concern  for  the  £ 

salvation  of  people,  we  rejoice  in  the  £ 

evangelistic  advances  now  taking  £ 

place  across  our  church  and  we  £ 

propose  a  Council  of  Bishops’  Call  § 

for  Evangelism  to  be  launched  with  £ 

the  new  quadrennium.  This  is  a  call  £ 

for  our  total  involvement  with  the  £ 

Gospel  and  the  world  and  for  our  £ 

utmost  dedication  and  discipline,  •: 

until  the  kingdoms  of  this  world  £ 

become  the  Kingdom  of  our  Lord  £ 

and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ.  £ 


Alaska  Methodist 
University  collapses 


TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 

SEATTLE  —  Alaska  Methodist 
University  (AMU)  at  Anchorage  will 
permanently  close  its  doors  and  will 
begin  selling  all  its  properties  at  the  end 
of  the  present  school  year,  according  to  a 
decision  reached  by  die  school’s  board  of 
trustees  meeting  here  Nov.  9. 

The  collapse  of  AMU  as  an  institution 
of  higher  education  came  only  two  weeks 
after  the  financially  troubled  university 
was  denied  a  requested  million  dollar 
loan  by  the  National  Division  of  the 
Un  ted  Methodist  Board  of  Global 
Mi  istries  to  meet  operating  ex- 
pe»  es. 

’i  Rev.  A.  C.  Wischmeier,  chairman 
of  .he  AMU  board  of  trustees,  told 
TM/  UMR  in  a  telephone  interview 
following  the  decision  that  he  hopes  the 
folding  of  AMU  will  not  mean  a  folding  of 
United  Methodist  supported  higher 
education  in  Alaska.  He  pointed  out  that 
money  from  the  sale  of  university 
property  will  be  placed  in  a  foundation 
and  used  to  support  selected  educational 
programs  at  the  University  of  Alaska 
Anchorage  and  also  to  provide 
scholarships  and  grants  for  students. 

Established  14  years  ago  by  the 
National  Division,  AMU  has  had  a 
history  of  financial  difficulties  and  at  the 
time  of  the  decision  to  close  its  doors  was 
running  in  the  red  by  between  $800,000 
and  $900,000.  Since  1958  the  United 
Methodist  Church  has  channeled  $9.6 


million  to  AMU  to  keep  it  operating.  Of 
that  amount,  $6.6  million  dollars  has 
come  from  “Advance  Specials,”  second 
mile  giving. 

According  to  its  trustees,  AMU’s  main 
financial  problems  have  come  from 
inflation  coupled  with  a  decreasing 
enrollment  brought  about  by  the  fact  that 
the  University  of  Alaska,  a  state- 
supported  school  and  the  only  other  four- 
year  college  in  Alaska,  has  provided  a 
less  expensive  education.  Mr.  Wisch¬ 
meier  pointed  out  that,  “Even  with  the 
state  tuition  grants  some  of  our  students 
attain,  it  costs  $450  more  a  year  to  come 
to  AMU  than  to  go  to  the  University  of 
Alaska."  AMU  costs  of  operation 
required  a  per  student  tuition  of  $1,030 
each  semester  compared  to  $200  at  the 
state  university. 

AMU  presently  has  428  full  time 
students,  25  per  cent  of  which  are  native 
Alaskans.  Mr.  Wischmeier  said  that  after 
the  senior  class  graduates  this  spring  the 
remaining  students  will  be  helped  by  the 
university  to  enroll  elsewhere.  He  said 
the  faculty  also  will  be  assisted  in  finding 
other  positions. 

Sale  of  the  290-acre  university  is 
presently  being  negotiated  with  the  state 
university,  which  is  directly  adjacent  to 
it.  AMU  already  sold  200  acres  to  the 
University  of  Alaska  in  1972  in  order  to 
raise  money  to  pay  off  debts  and  meet 
expenses.  Sale  price  of  that  land  was  two 
million  dollars. 


What  is  the  church’s 


Council  of  Bishops? 


*  !  By  JOHN  L.  BORCHERT 

'*»'•  Special  To  TM/ -UMR 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.  The  top- 
level  structure  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  resembles  the  top-level  structure 
of  the  United  States  government  -  there  is 
an  executive  branch,  a  legislative 
branch,  and  a  judicial  branch. 

The  executive  branch  of  United 
Methodism,  called  the  Council  of 
Bishops,  met  here  Nov.  11-15  for  one  of  its 
two  yearly  meetings. 

The  Council  of  Bishops  in  United 
Methodism  differs  from  the  federal 
executive  branch  in  several  respects. 
First,  there  is  no  chief  executive  for  the 
worldwide  church  elected  by  the 
membership  for  a  period  of  years.  The 
episcopal  leaders  -  chosen  during 
Jurisdictional  Conferences  -  serve  as  an 
executive  body  functioning  as  a  Council 
of  Bishops. 

The  Council  elects  its  own  president, 
who  serves  for  a  year.  Bishop  Dwight  E. 
Loder,  Detroit,  is  the  current  president. 
But  powers  of  the  church’s  executive 
branch  are  more  those  of  guidance  and 
leadership,  with  no  one  bishop  able  to  act 
for  the  United  Methodist  Church  in  the 
manner  a  President  acts  for  the  U.  S. 
Government. 

The  1972  "Discipline,”  United 
Methodism’s  book  of  laws  and  traditions, 
says  the  following  about  the  Council  of 


Bishops :  “The  Council  shall  meet  at  least 
once  a  year  and  plan  for  the  general 
oversight  and  promotion  of  the  temporal 
and  spiritual  interests  of  the  entire 
Church,  and  for  carrying  into  effect  the 
rules,  regulations  and  responsibilities 
prescribed  and  enjoined  by  the  General 
Conference.  .  .  ” 

The  General  Conference,  which  meets 
once  every  four  years,  is  United 
Methodism’s  legislative  branch,  and 
technically,  the  only  time  worldwide 
United  Methodism  sits  as  a  church. 
During  a  quadrennial  period  of  years, 
bishops,  agencies,  annual  conferences, 
jurisdictions,  districts,  local  churches 
and  individuals  carry  out  programs  and 
policies  of  the  General  Conference. 

The  Judicial  Council,  which  rules  on  all 
matters  of  law  affecting  the  Church,  is 
United  Methodism’s  Supreme  Court.  It 
meets  twice  a  year  to  handle  worldwide 
cases. 

There  are  now  nearly  four  dozen  active 
bishops,  and  over  75  bishops  living,  in¬ 
cluding  those  in  retirement.  The  active 
bishops  are  elected  within  a  jurisdiction 
or  within  a  Central  (overseas)  Con¬ 
ference  and  generally  spend  their 
careers  within  those  structures.  Bishops 
preside  over  one  or  more  annual  con¬ 
ferences  ( regional  areas  covering  part  or 
all  of  a  state). 


the  church  today 


President  offers  Thanksgiving 
message 

WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  (RNS)  — 
President  Gerald  Ford,  in  his 
Thanksgiving  1974  message,  warned 
Americans  that  the  people  face  “serious 
problems  and  massive  challenges.” 

In  offering  gratitude  for  their 
“countless  blessings,”  he  called  upon  U. 
S.  citizens  “to  share  with  the  elderly  and 
the  unfortunate  this  special  day  that 
brings  us  all  closer  together.” 

He  urged  Americans  to  “pray  for  the 
courage,  resourcefulness  and  sense  of 
purpose  we  will  need  to  continue 
America’s  saga  of  progress,  and  to  be 
worthy  heirs  of  the  Pilgrim  spirit.” 

Billy  Graham  uses 
unique  TV-hook-up 

NORFOLK,  Va.  (RNS)  —  Closed- 
circuit  television  proved  an  effective 
means  for  communicating  the  gospel  and 
convincing  persons  to  make  com¬ 
mitments  for  Christ  at  Billy  Graham’s 
10-day  Tidewater  Crusade. 

Using  the  unusual  communications 
hookup  for  the  first  time  in  a  United 
States  crusade,  Mr.  Graham  preached  in 
Hampton  Roads  Coliseum  for  four  days, 
of  which  the  last  two  services  were  seen 
on  a  giant  screen  in  Norfolk.  On  the  fifth 
day  of  the  series,  he  moved  to  Norfolk’s 
Scope  Arena,  and  the  last  six  services 
were  seen  via  closed-circuit  in  Hampton. 

Result:  An  average  daily  attendance  of 
over  18,000  when  both  facilities  were 


used,  and  a  total  of  6,296  decisions  for 
Christ  recorded. 

Judge  Hal  Bonney  of  the  U.S. 
Bankruptcy  Court  in  Norfolk,  a  United 
Methodist  lay  leader  and  treasurer  of  the 
crusade  executive  committee,  reported 
that  the  budget  was  met  on  the  eighth  day 
and  that  the  committee  voted 
unanimously  to  apply  the  final  two  of¬ 
ferings  toward  future  crusade  telecasts. 

Dr.  David  Randolf 

goes  to  Park  Avenue  church 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  Dr.  David  J. 
Randolph,  40,  has  been  named  pastor  of 
Christ  Church  (United  Methodist),  a 
Park  Avenue  congregation  made  famous 
by  the  long  ministry  of  the  late  Dr.  Ralph 
Sockman. 

Dr.  Randolph’s  appointment,  effective 
Jan.  1,  was  announced  by  Bishop  W. 
Ralph  Ward.  The  congregation  has  not 
had  a  pastor  since  Dr.  Harold  Bosley 
retired  last  June. 

The  new  minister  is  currently  head  of 
the  worship  and  theology  section  of  the 
United  Methodist  Division  of 
Evangelism,  Worship  and  Stewardship. 
Dr.  Randolph,  who  earned  his  PhD  at 
Boston  University,  formerly  taught 
preaching  at  Drew  University,  Madison, 
N.J. 

Christ  Church  is  a  widely-known 
Methodist  congregation.  In  recent  years, 
like  many  urban  churches,  it  has  lost 
some  visibility  and  membership,  and  has 
900  members. 


Dr.  Potter’s  address  included  an 
exhortation  to  the  churches,  which  “too 
often  .  .  .  have  been  content  to  make 
pious  pleas  for  solidarity  and  generosity 
without  facing  the  implication  for  a 
profound  transformation  of  the  struc¬ 
tures  of  our  society.”  He  seemed  to  this 
writer  to  say  that  the  church  must  also 
continue  to  be  directly  involved  with  the 
struggles  of  the  poor  in  every  nation, 
helping  develop  means  through  which 
they  can  become  self-sufficient,  and 
thereby  fulfill  their  own  promise  as 
creatures  under  God. 

The  major  addresses  of  the  plenary 
session  brought  the  problems  into  focus, 
but  the  focus  was  different  in  each  ad¬ 
dress!  One’s  earphones  carried  instant 
translations  of  every  session  in  any  of 
five  langugages;  one’s  eyes  blinked  with 
amazement  at  the  array  of  skin  color  and 
styles  of  dress. 


cleric  quits 
Illinois  post 

EVANSTON,  Ill.  (RNS)  —  Dr'-  Dow 
Kirkpatrick,  the  pastor  in  the  middle  of 
an  intense  conflict  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church  here,  has  resigned. 

He  told  worshippers  on  Nov.  10  that  he 
will  leave  the  church,  one  of  United 
Methodism’s  mid-western  “cathedrals,” 
on  Jan.  1.  The  57-year-old  clergyman 
plans  to  take  a  post  with  an  ecumenical 
project  in  Latin  America. 

Dr.  Kirkpatrick  figured  prominently  in 
a  dispute  that,  last  summer,  resulted  in 
Bishop  Paul  Washburn  of  Chicago 
stepping  in  as  “chief  pastor”  of  First 
Church  for  three  months. 


There  were  categories  of  “developed 
nations"  and  “developing  nations." 
Within  both  categories  it  was  obvious 
that  there  were  opposing  political  and 
religious  ideologies.  And  there  was  the 
OPEC  block  (Organization  of  Petroleum 
Exporting  Countries)  which  included  the 
Middle  East  nations  with  their 
tremendous  new  economic  power. 

Yet  in  this  overwhelming  diversity 
there  was  a  moving  kind  of  unity.  In  the 
crowded  cafeteria  most  of  all,  perhaps, 
one  could  see  the  bond  which  joined  each 
one  to  the  other  :  "Food  is  life.  Without 
food  we  die:”  A  fair  proportion*  tff  life  fdr 
all  people  wets  the  over-riding  ctMcern  of 
all  who  came  to  Rome. 

Much  was  accomplished.  Resolutions 
were  passed  and  commitments  made  in 
the  areas  of  food  reserves  and 
agricultural  development.  Still,  11  days 
was  hardly  sufficient  time  to  effect 
solutions  to  problems  centuries  old  and  of 
such  magnitude. 


The  bishop  acted  after  a  group  of  more 
than  280  members  asked  that  the 
minister  be  moved.  Critics  said  Dr.  Kirk¬ 
patrick  was  “arrogant”  in  dealing  with 
those  who  disagreed  with  him. 

Bishop  Washburn  refused  to  move  the 
pastor  last  June.  After  three  months  of 
investigation,  he  concluded  that  the  basic 
problem  at  First  Church  was  a  lack  of 
humanity  and  a  low  tolerance  for 
diversity. 

Dr.  Kirkpatrick  came  to  the  church  in 
1962.  Like  some  other  once  large  and 
affluent  congregations,  First  Church  has 
lost  members  and  seen  its  budget  drop 
over  the  past  decade.  Membership  is 
down  from  3,500  to  1,200. 

The  pastor  said  he  had  always  hoped  to 
spend  the  last  years  of  his  ministry 
abroad.  He  expects  to  work  in  Latin 
America  under  an  arrangement  with  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries. 


Classified 


Rate:  25c  per  word,  figure  or  Initial  per  In¬ 
sertion.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on 
contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  In  advance.  Minimum  charge  of  $6.25 
Service  charge  or  blind  ads  $1.00  per  Insertion 


NEW.  LARGE  SCRIPTURE  GREETING 
NOTES:  4  beautiful  designs,  12  notea.  Lovely 
gift.  Free  catalog.  Send  $2.00.  OUve  Tree,  Box 
50.  Dept.  TM.  Brookeville.  Md.  20729. 


BIBLE  HOSPITAL  BOOK  BINDING  —  30 
years  In  business.  Samples,  price  lists, 
testimonials  sent  on  request  412  South  St. 
Paul.  Dallas.  Texas  7520L  (214 >-747-4540. 


A  UNIQUE  OPPORTUNITY.  A  successful 
retired  salesman  or  minister  to  represent  one 
of  America's  fastest  growing  religious  radio 
programs  In  your  area.  Exceptionally  good 
Income  potential.  If  Interested,  write, 
Methodist  Hour,  Box  77.  Orlando.  Florida 
32802. 


SCANDINAVIA  AND  CENTRAL  EUROPE: 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  Ed  Laux.  experienced  escorts. 
Invite  you  to  join  them.  3  weeks  In  July  1975. 
Brochure  available.  Write:  Rev.  Ed  Laux.  6247 
Annapolis.  Dallas.  Texas  75214. 


FIGHT  INFLATION  NOW!  Homeworkers 
needed  by  hundreds  of  firms.  Send  self- 
addressed.  stamped  envelope  to:  54BF.  P.O. 
Box  5480.  Beverly  Hills.  Calif.  90210. 


WANTED:  PERSONNEL 

Youth  Director:  Qualifications:  Willingness 
to  assume  assigned  work,  preaching  not 
required,  though  accepted.  B.D.,  or 
equivalent.  Comfortable  In  an  evangelical 
theological  openness.  Loves  the  Lord  Jesus 
and  can  speak  of  the  adventure  of  personal 
relationship.  Joyful  commitment  to  Christian 
social  action.  Sustained  success  In  local  church 
setting.  Accomplished  student  and  com¬ 
municator  of  Scripture.  Naturalness  for  well- 
conceived  program.  Joy  In  growth  of  laity. 
Calm,  perceptive  In  counselling.  Abstainer 
from  smoking  and  alcohol.  Administrative 
flexibility,  creativity,  and  effectiveness  under 
minimum  supervision.  Outdooraman. 
Recruiter  who  communicates  well  with  adults 
as  well  as  youth.  No  specific  statement  of 
duties  Included  because  you  either  know  and 
are  carrying  them  out,  or  you  are  not  suc¬ 
ceeding.  Plan  to  do  all  asked  of  you  without 
drawing  any  lines. 

Opportunities:  Growth  situation  In 
university  city  of  100,000.  Professional,  en¬ 
thusiastic  staff  In  six  program  areas. 
Dynamic,  well-financed  laity  and  program 
Large  youth  participation.  Congregation  ready 
to  switch  from  part-time  workers  to  full-time. 
Move  from  your  situation  to  ours  not  required 
immediately.  Remuneration:  Competitive 
whatever  your  level  of  accomplishments  and 
abilities.  Send  resume  and  picture:  Rev. 
Richard  M.  Freeman,  P.O.  Box  7464,  Waco. 
Texas,  76710.  All  Inquiries  confidential. 


HOMEPARENTS  NEEDED  for  child  care. 
These  are  full  time  positions  far  married 
couples  with  no  dependents.  In  addition  to 
salary,  we  provide  meals,  laundry  service, 
living  quarters  while  on  duty,  sick  leave;  also; 
insurance  and  retirement  programs  are 
available.  Applicants  must  be  non-smokers, 
non-drinkers,  high  school  graduate,  preferably 
with  college  training.  These  positions  can 
provide  very  rewarding  experiences.  Please 
contact  the  personnel  Department,  Methodist 
Home.  1111  Herring  Ave.,  Waco,  Texas  76706. 


300  HUMOROUS  ILLUSTRATIONS  FOR 
RELIGIOUS  SPEAKERS  $1.00;  6  Biblically- 
based  Discussion  Starters  for  Youth  an  LP 
Record,  $5.00;  "Folk  Christmas  Cantata  for 
Youth  Groups”  (Record.  Words.  Guitar 
Chords).  $5.00.  Christian  Communications 
Laboratory.  P.  O.  Box  11025,  Knoxville,  Tenn. 
37919. 


LEASE  OR  CHARTER  BUSES:  Trav-Coo  A 
Associates  have  46  passenger  Eagles  available 
for  ski.  mission  or  choir  trips.  Bob  Evans. 
(214  >-356-0666,  3040  Park  Lane.  Suite  133. 
Dallas  75220. 


OVER  62  AND  HEALTHY?  Retire  on  Mon¬ 
terey  Peninsula  In  a  Methodist  retirement 
home.  Entry  and  monthly  fees  provide  com¬ 
prehensive  medical  care,  housekeeping  ser¬ 
vice  and  all  meals.  Walking  distance  to  town. 
Bus  and  taxis  available.  Guaranteed  life  care. 
Write:  Administrator.  Forest  Hill  Manor. 
Pacific  Grove,  Calif.  93950.  (408)-375-5125. 


LARGE  DALLAS  CHURCH  desires  applicant 
for  full  time,  experienced  Youth  Director  (lay 
or  clerical).  Send  resume  to:  Youth  Director. 
P.O.  Box  1076.  Dallas.  Texas  75221. 


ELIZA  JOHNSON  CENTER,  nursing  home  far 
aged  Negroes.  10010  Cullen.  Houston,  Texas, 
needs  books  of  trading  stamps  fer  a  station 
wagon.  Please  send  your  extra  books  and  help 
with  this  project. 


PREGNANT?  UNMARRIED 7  Give  your  baby 
a  home  and  a  chance  at  life!  The  Methodist 
Mission  Home  In  San  Antonio  offers  a  com¬ 
plete.  confidential  service  on  your  problems. 
Good  living  situation,  warm  acceptance,  best 
medical  care,  expert  counseling  and  con¬ 
tinuing  high  school  education.  Call  or  write: 
Rev.  Harold  Burkhardt.  6487  Whitby  Rd.,  San 
Antonio.  Texas  78240.  Phone  (512)  696-2410. 


STAFF  OPENING:  Kansas  East  Conference 
CCOM  associate  with  portfolio  in  Camping  and 
Conference  Programming.  Send  Inquiries  to: 
Box  4187.  Topeka.  Kansas  66604. 


UNITED  METHODIST  MINISTER  seeks 
position  In  church  public  relations,  preferably 
at  conference  or  area  level.  Has  experience 
and  Interest  In  communications  of  all  forma. 
Inquire:  P.R.  Position,  TM-UMR.  P.O.  Bfa 
1076,  Dallas,  Texas  75221. 
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COCU  takes  a  ‘genuinely  new  step ’ 

Churches  asked  to  adopt  a  redefinition  of  church  membership 


NOVEMBER  22,  1974 


TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 
CINCINNATI  —  Hailed  by  a  United 
Methodist  theologian  as  a  ‘‘genuinely 
new  step  which  has  never  before  hap¬ 
pened  in  Protestantism."  the  nine 
denominations  of  the  Consultation  on 
Church  Union  (COCU)  adopted  ‘‘An 
Affirmation  Toward  the  Mutual 
Recognition  of  Members"  here 
November  3-6  in  its  12th  Plenary 
Dr.  John  Deschner.  meologian  and 
.  chairperson  of  the  commission  for  the 
revision  of  the  theological  basis  in  a  plan 


of  union,  credited  the  document  which 
will  be  offered  to  member  denominations 
for  adoption  as  one  that  would  have 
“incalculable  impact “  upon  the  church¬ 
es. 

“What  the  statement  asks  the  member 
churches  to  do,"  Dr.  Deschner  told 
TM/  UMR.  “is  to  say  to  the  membership 
of  every  other  church  in  the  union  ‘We 
recognize  you  to  be  fullv  Christian.’ 

"While  at  first  the  statement  may  not 
sound  radical,”  continued  Dr.  Deschner. 
"consider  carefully  the  implications. 


When  a  person  from  one  of  the  other 
COCU  churches  joins  the  Episcopal 
Church,  that  person  would  not  have  to  be 
confirmed,  as  one  does  now,  for  the 
Episcopal  Church  would  accept  the  full 
Christian  church  membership  of  that 
person.  Or  when  a  person  from  a  COCU 
member  church  unites  with  the  section  of 
the  Disciple  church  which  re-baptizes  by 
immersion  anyone  from  another  church, 
the  person  would  not  have  to  be  re¬ 
baptized. 

The  Perkins  School  of  Theology 


Florence  Lund  tells  board  members 


6God  has  daughters  as  well  as  sons’ 


TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 

ST.  LOUIS  —  “God  does  have 
daughters  as  well  as  sons;  Christ  does 
have  sisters  as  well  as  brothers.  Now  is 
the  time  for  the  church  to  recognize 
this  —  and  to  act  upon  it." 

Thus  ended  a  rousing  challenge  to  the 
Board  of  Discipleship  at  its  recent 
meeting  here  by  Florence  Lund,  an 
executive  editor  with  the  board's  division 
of  education. 

Mrs.  Lund’s  message,  which  brought 
many  board  members  to  their  feet,  was 
called  “Sin,  Salvation  and  the  Sisterhood 
of  Man,"  an  indictment  of  “stereotypes 
which  have  oppressed  women  through 
the  ages,  and  prevented  them  from  being 
whole  persons  and  full  participating 
members  of  the  church  and  of  society." 

“The  sin  in  my  life  that  calls  for 
salvation  is  the  sin  of  denying  many  of 
the  gifts  God  has  given  me,”  Mrs.  Lund 
declared. 


“I  have  not  used  all  pf  my  strength,  all 
of  my  capacities,  all  of  my  resources,  or  I 
have  felt  that  1  was  denying  my  feminine 
destiny  when  I  did  so,"  she  said. 

She  called  on  women  “to  be  willing  to 
be  vulnerable,"  and  men  to  “assist  us  in 
our  self-discovery  by  putting  us  in 
positions  where  we  will  be  unprotected 
and  forced  to  find  our  own  unique 
strength."  „ 

Mrs.  Lund  said  only  recently  did  she 
become  concerned  that  only  two  of  the  30- 
member  executive  staff  of  the  board  are 
women  and  that  there  are  no  women  on 
the  board’s  administrative  council. 

"I  have  for  too  long  accepted  the 
church’s  and  society’s  evaluation  of 
women  in  general,"  she  said,  calling  on 
all  board  members  to  “become 
vulnerable  in  a  very  real  situation  where 
outcomes  are  not  at  all  clear-cut,  in  order 
that  we  can  all  be  true  disciples." 

In  a  humorous  vein,  she  quoted  “the 


4 Good  News  ’  leader  warns 
against  quotas  on  women 


MOUNT  VERNON,  N  Y.  (RNS)  —  A 
leader  of  the  evangelical  Good  News 
1  movement  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church  asserted  here  that  some  "top 

*  church  leaders"  have  expressed  concern 
about  “pagan  women’s  libbers"  exerting 
influence  in  the  10-million-member 

,  denomination. 

*  The  Rev  Charles  W.  Keysor  of 
Wilmore,  Ky.,  editor  of  the  quarterly 

■  Good  News  magazine,  charged  that  “the 
church  is  victim  of  a  quota  system" 
f  under  which  women  are  being  appointed 
i  to  leadership  positions  solely  because 
t  they  are  women. 

?  Asked  to  specify  the  charges  and  the 
spprc^s  from  which  they (  came,  Mr 
-  Keysor  said,  "All  I'm  doing  is  reporting 
to  you  a  great  concern  of  many  people 


BIBLES  BEAUTIFULLY  REBOUND 

Nome  stamped  in  gold  free.  Also,  religious 
pamphlets  ond  magazines  bound  in  flat 
opening  permanent  books.  Send  for  illus¬ 
trated  price  list. 

SPECIALTY  BINDING  COMPANY 
P.  O.  Box  1208  Tupelo,  Miss.  38801 


"I  Want  A  Mother! " 


/£  1  !  l 

Two-and-a-half-year-old  Sofiya 
lives  in  India.  She  has  never  known 
a  parent's  love.  Her  father 
deserted  the  family,  and  her 
mother  died  when  Sofiya  was  10 
months  old.  Someone  brought  her 
to  our  orphanage,  and  those  dark- 
brown  eyes  seeiu  hungering  for 
love. 

WHAT  YOU  CAN  DO 

Will  you  be  a  mother  or  father  to 
Sofiya,  or  to  some  other  child  in 
one  of  our  orphanages  in  India, 
Korea.  Brazil,  or  Guatemala-’  This 
is  a  rewarding  undertaking  for  a 
single  person,  a  familv  or  a 
Sunday  School  class.  What  about 
presenting  it  to  your  group  of 
young  people?  You  will  receive 
complete  information  on  “your" 
child,  and  you  may  write  him  if  you 
wish.  The  co*!  is  still  just  $W  per 
m«»ntli.  You  invest  so  little  and 
receive  so  much!  WORLD’S 
CHILDREN.  INC.  is  approved  by 
the  U.  S.  government  so  that 
payments  are  tax  deductible. 
Investing  in  a  child  is  investing  in 
eternity. 


1  wish  to  sponsor  •  child  where 

need  Is  greatest _ 

1  prefer  a  ehtlC  In _ _ _ 

Enclosed  It  payment  lor  lirtl 
month _ ;  Full  year _ 


WRITE  lO:  Rev  &  Mrs.  Albert  E.  Pur- 
e  la  ace,  WORLD'S  CHILDREN.  Inc.,  Box  626, 
Cheyenne,  Wyoming  >2001. 


Join  group  of  25  hosted  by 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Lamar  Clark 
in 

CJen  cDaij  dour 
Of  Holy  Card 
lAnd  Athens 

Leaving  Houston 
February  11, 1975 

$1,069  includes  all  travel,  best 
hotels  [ $50  extra,  single  room], 
three  meals  daily. 

Write:  10  Perthuls  Drive.  La  Marque.  Texas 
77568  for  brochure,  or  call:  (713)935-6242  at 
once. 


Sturdy  Leather 

Fireplace  Cog  Carrier 

$ 9.95  postpaid 
Check  or  money  order 

El  Gringo.  Bog  1222.  Tao«.  N.  M.  87571 


**37  things 
people  know 
about  wills  that 
aren  ’I  really  so  ” 

FREE  BOOKLET  —  Surprising 
facts  about  your  will.  Also  helpful 
data  on  how  to  give  to  worthy 
causes.  Write  today. 


NATIONAL  METHODIST  FOUNDATION 
Box  671.  Nashville.  Tcnn.  37202 
Please  send  me  a  free  copy  of  "37  things". 
NAME _ 


ADDRESS  _ 


gospel  according  to  Archie  Bunker,” 
who,  in  a  theological  debate  with  his  wife, 
said,  “Stifle  yourself,  Edith.  God  don’t 
want  to  be  defended  by  no  dingbat." 

Mrs.  Lund,  whose  remarks  were  noted 
into  the  minutes  as  part  of  the  permanent 
record  of  the  board  meeting,  noted  that 
she  decided  to  speak  herself  instead  of 
inviting  a  bishop  to  speak  when  she 
realized,  "to  my  amazement,  all  of  the 
bishops  in  the  Board  of  Discipleship  are 
men  —  there’s  not  a  woman  among 
them!" 

Mrs.  Lund  is  executive  editor  of  the 
department  of  general  publications,  with 
the  Board’s  division  of  education  in 
Nashville. 


‘Look  Jesus 
full  in  the 


who  won’t  allow  themselves  to  be 
quoted." 

He  spoke  before  an  audience  of  117 
persons  attending  a  meeting  organized 
by  the  Good  News  Fellowship  within  the 
New  York  Annual  Conference  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church.  The  official 
name  of  the  seven-year-old  Good  News 
movement  is  the  Forum  for  Scriptural 
Christianity  Within  the  United  Methodist 
Church. 

Mr.  Keysor  identified  "pagan  women’s 
libbers"  as  one  of  several  concerns  of  the 
movement  He  and  several  other 
speakers  made  a  point  of  using 
masculine  pronouns  in.,  referring  to 
clergy,  although  the  denomination  or¬ 
dains  women. 


face’ 


ROME  (RNS)  —  The  front  cover  :■ 
of  the  magazine  shows  a  long-  :■ 
haired,  bearded  young  man.  dressed 
in  a  light  suit,  white  shirt  and  dark 
tie.  j; 

The  caption  reads;  “Look  Jesus  :• 
full  in  the  face."  •: 

The  Roman  Catholic  magazine  •: 
devoted  to  the  life  and  times  of  Jesus  :• 
is  a  response  to  results  of  a  recent  •: 
public  opinion  survey  in  Italy  of 
religious  beliefs  and  attitudes.  The 
survey  was  conducted  by  the  rep-  •: 
utable  Italian  opinion  poll  agency,  :• 
the  Doxa  Group  for  the  publishers,  •: 
the  Society  of  St.  Paul  for  the  j: 
Apostlate  of  Communications.  i 

The  Doxa  findings  showed  that  a  i 
long  list  of  famous  people,  Jesus  was  • 
"most  interesting"  to  older  persons.  ; 
while  Karl  Marx,  Mao  .Tse-Tung,  • 
Mohammed,  Martin  Luther  King,  : 
Jr.,  and  Mahatma  Ghandi  scored  • 
better  with  young  people. 

A  Vatican  magazine  criticized  the  J: 
cover,  saying  in  an  editorial  that  the  :• 
drawing  “confuses  the  image  of  •: 
Christ  —  if  you  will  pardon  us  —  that  :• 
of  a  model  for  a  leading  make  of  •: 
men’s  clothing." 


Priest  finds  that 
clothing  aid 
really  does  work 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)— An  American 
Jesuit  priest,  who  once  ridiculed  clothing 
collections  in  churches  for  the  needy 
overseas,  has  told  the  Catholic  Relief 
Services  director  in  Saigon  that  CRS 
shipments  of  clothing  to  the  Vietnamese 
people  in  his  Freedom  Village,  Binh  Tuy, 
“are  the  greatest." 

In  a  letter  forwarded  to  CRS’  New  York 
headquarters.  Father  James  (Joe) 
Devlin,  S.  J.,  said  that  few  people,  even 
those  who  have  worked  with  the  poor, 
“understand  the  great  good  your  clothing 
does.” 

Father  Devlin,  a  native  Californian, 
said  that  when  he  was  in  the  United 
States  he  was  critical  of  Catholic  Relief 
Services’  clothing  “pickups"  at  local 
parishes.  "Trying  to  rationalize  my 
thinking  at  the  time  I  figured  you  could 
never  ship  all  that  clothing  to  the  foreign 
missions  I  was  wrong." 


professor  added:  “COCU  is  asking  each 
member  denomination  to  make  the 
document  its  own;  it’s  not  a  statement  by 
COCU  but  a  theological  affirmation  by 
each  church  of  its  understanding  of  full 
membership  in  the  whole  People  of 
God." 

The  United  Methodist  delegation  of  10 
persons  voted  against  the  final  draft  of 
the  mutual  recognition  document 
because,  said  Bishop  Jesse  DeWitt,  Sun 
Prairie,  Wi„  toTM/  UMR,  "it  was  not  as 
forceful  a  statement  as  the  initial  draft. 
We  are  for  the  intention,  but  we  wanted  a 
stronger  challenge  to  each  church  on 
baptism,  confirmation  and  membership. 

"Although  we  will  present  the  plan  to 
General  Conference  for  adoption,  we  felt 
the  final  statement  was  rather  weak  and 
did  not  hit  hard  at  the  problem  of  mutual 
acceptance,"  added  the  bishop  who  was 
chairperson  of  the  delegation 

In  other  business,  COCU  elected  a 
United  Methodist  minister  from  the 
Wisconsin  Conference,  the  Rev.  Gerald 
F\  Moede,  as  general  secretary.  Dr 
Moede  was  a  staff  executive  with  the 
World  Council  of  Churches.  He  succeeded 
Dr.  Paul  Crow,  Jr.,  now  chief  ecumenical 
officer  of  the  Disciples  of  Christ. 

The  Consultation  also  committed  itself 
to  a  continuing  struggle  to  eliminate 
racism  in  the  churches,  specifying  that 
the  "issue  of  concern"  is  white  racism. 
Specifically,  the  delegates  voted  to  op¬ 
pose  racism  in  Christian  education, 
structures  and  institutions  of  the  par¬ 
ticipating  churches,  local  community 
experiments  in  unity  and  other  COCU 
enterprises. 

Apparently  angered  by  a  remark  made 
by  platform  speaker  Dr.  Paul  Lehmann, 
who  said  the  churches  should  deal  with 
racism  before  tackling  sexism  and  other 
injustices,  the  women  involved  in  COCU 
went  to  work  and  won  authorization  to 
form  a  task  force  on  women.  Among  its 
concerns  will  be  an  attempt  to  introduce 
churches  to  what  women  theologians  are 
doing  and  to  show  that  "racism,  sexism 
and  classism”  are  interrelated 

About  220  delegates  attended  the  five 
day  meeting.  COCU  member  denomin¬ 
ations  are;  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  the  African  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  the  African  Methodist  Episcopal 
Zion  Church,  the  Christian  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  the  Christian  Church 
(Disciples  of  Christ),  the  Episcopal 
Church,  the  Presbyterian  Church,  U.  S 
(Southern),  the  United  Church  of  Christ 
and  the  United  Presbyterian  Church. 


Consultation  song  fest 


KANSAS  (  1T\  Syl\  i.i  Hughes,  center,  and  the  Rev.  Nelson  Thompson,  right, 
hath  of  (In  K ini;  Memorial  United  Methodist  Church  in  Kansas  City,  lead  a  worship 
sen  ice  during  tin-  recent  “Consultation  on  More  Effective  Ministry  to  the  Black 
Community  held  here  Bishop  Don  Holter,  left,  of  the  Nebraska  Area,  and  Bishop 
Ernest  Dixon  of  the  Kansas  \rea  sing  in  the  background. 

U.M .  pastors  examine 
ministry  to  blacks 


KANSAS  CITY,  Mo.  (UMC)  —  More 
than  30  United  Methodist  pastors,  con 
ference  executives,  and  bishops  from 
Kansas.  Missouri,  and  Nebraska,  and 
several  national  board  representatives 
met  here  for  a  two-day  consultation 
recently  to  strategize  more  effective 
ministry  to  the  black  community. 

Re-elected  chairman  of  the  on-going 
consultation  was  the  Rev,  Clifton 
Bullock,  campus  minister  at  Nebraska 
Wesleyan  University.  Vice  chairman  is 
Dr  Roderick  MeClean,  St.  Louis; 
treasurer,  the  Rev  Charles  Young, 
Omaha;  and  secretary,  the  Rev.  Kirby 
Hayes,  Sabetha,  Kans 

Ministerial  recruitment  was  a  major 
agenda  item  for  the  consultation  par¬ 
ticipants  who  agreed  to  work  toward 
strengthening  black  churches  in  every 
way  possible  and  getting  effective  black 
leadership  on  annual  conference  boards 
of  ministry. 

Dr  Clayton  E.  Hammond  of  the 
denomination's  Commission  on  Religion 
and  Race  stressed  the  problems  of 
finances  related  to  ministerial  recruit¬ 
ment.  "The  black  community  is  pressed 


by  the  minimum  salary  syndrome,  a 
syndrome  which  is  demoralizing  to 
pastors,"  he  said.  "We  must  have  a 
sufficient  credibility  base  in  the  local 

church." 

Dr.  Douglas  Fitch,  a  new  staff  member 
of  the  United  Methodist  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry  called  for 
contextual  education  for  ministry." 

Bishop  Ernest  T.  Dixon,  Jr.,  of  Kansas, 
said  the  denomination  must  create  new 
churches  and  stop  closing  existing  ones  if 
it  is  serious  about  its  commitments  to 
ministry.  He  stressed  the  need  for  each 
annual  conference  to  build  several 
models  for  ministry  that  will  be 
challenging  and  acceptable  to  young 
black  persons  contemplating  ministry. 

According  to  statistics  released  at  the 
consultation,  there  are  24,000  clergy  in 
the  United  Methodist  Church,  4,500  of 
them  being  persons  under  special  ap¬ 
pointment  in  work  other  than  pastorates. 
Among  that  number  are  1,300  black 
pastors,  250  Hispanic  pastors  (130  in  the 
Rio  Grande  Conference),  137  native 
American  pastors  (all  but  12  in  the 
Oklahoma  Indian  Missionary  Con¬ 
ference),  130  Asians,  and  412  women. 


Ten  charges  become  self  supporting 


Rural  churches  show  vital 
signs  as  finances  swing-up 


By  FAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

JOHNSON  CITY,  Tenn.  Inflation 
notwithstanding,  there  are  signs  of 
healthy  growth  in  some  small  rural 
churches  in  the  Virginia-Tennessee  area 
of  United  Methodism’s  Holston  Con¬ 
ference. 

No  fewer  than  ten  charges  became  self 
supporting  this  year  by  raising  their 
pastors'  salaries  to  the  minimum  or 
beyond. 

Furthermore,  say  three  of  the  pastors, 
their  budgets  and  programs  are 
correspondingly  beefing  up. 

More  than  13,000  United  Methodist 
congregations  of  a  total  41,000  are  in 
circuits  of  three  or  more  churches,  Board 
of  Discipleship  figures  show.  For  a 
denomination  of  small  churches,  such 
strides  may  be  of  more  than  passing 
interest. 

In  efforts  to  encourage  charges  to  go  it 
alone  instead  of  receiving  salary  sup 
plements  from  the  conference,  Holston 
<’ohferen<?e  acted  in  1973  to  award 
“salary  increase  ^bonuses"  to  pastors 
serving  minimum  charges,  when  those 
charges  raise  their  salary  above  a 
prescribed  amount  in  the  new  conference 
year. 

There  was  no  magic  wand  involved, 
according  to  the  Rev.  Charles  Copeland, 
pastor  of  Grace  UMC,  Erwin,  Tenn.  “Our 
people  simply  took  a  good  look,  said  ‘We 
don’t  want  mission  money’,  and  assumed 
their  responsibility." 


Grace  Church  raised  its  pastor’s  salary 
$1,400  to  $6,000  in  1974,  and  will  raise  it 
again  in  75  to  $7,500  plus  $1,200  travel 
allowance.  What’s  more,  it  plans  a  $5,000 
budget  increase  next  year.  ( 

The  five  churches  of  the  Eggleston 
(Va.)  Circuit  are  also  on  the  move,  said 
their  pastor,  the  Rev.  James  McArn. 
Besides  increasing  his  salary,  they  will 
accept  full  conference  apportionment 
this  year  for  the  first  time.  They  are 
making  numerous  physical  im¬ 
provements  and  are  also  preparing  a 
charge-wide  youth  program. 


In  the  mining  community  of  the 
Dryden-Seminary  and  Woodway  (Va.) 
Circuits,  churches  also  responded  by  a 
pastoral  salary  increase  of  $1,800  for  the 
Rev.  Carl  McArn.  A  small  budget  in¬ 
crease  in  anticipated  also,  Mr.  McArn 
said. 

All  three  pastors  said  that,  contrary  to 
public  opinion,  their  areas  are  not 
economically  depressed.  "People  are 
moving  in.  Unemployment  is  extremely 
low,  yet  we  do  not  have  the  transiency 
that  plagues  big-city  congregations," 
Mr.  Copeland  noted. 


Supreme  Court  justice 
appeals  for  high  morals 


ATLANTA  (RNS>  Supreme  Court 
Justice  Harry  A.  Rlackmun.  a  United 
Methodist  layman,  said  here  that  the 
nation  is  “in  the  midst  of  a  wave  of  moral 
and  ethical  confusion"  and  needs  to  get 
back  to  traditional  values. 

Appealing  to  fellow  lawyers  to 
maintain  high  moral  as  well  as  legal 
standards,  he  said  moral  principles  “are 
of  a  higher  order"  than  the  law  itself,  but 
the  law  "necessarily  has  moral 
dimension." 

.  Justice  Blackmun  spoke  at  the  first 
Robert  Tyre  Jones,  Jr  .  Memorial 
Lecture  at  the  United  Methodist  af¬ 
filiated  Emory  University  School  of  Law 


here.  Better  known  to  sport  fans  as  the 
immortal  Bobby  Jones  who  won  13  major 
golf  tournaments,  Mr.  Jones  was  also  an 
attorney. 

Bobby  Jones’  natural  talents,  a 
pleasant  disposition,  willingness  to 
overcome  personal  weaknesses,  a  drive 
for  competition,  and  the  ability  to  see  the 
sport  in  perspective  with  other  interests, 
were  among  personal  traits  which  led  to 
his  accomplishments,  Justice  Blackmun 
said. 

But  Bobby  Jones'  finest  characteristic 
was  his  unimpeachable  integrity,  he 
said. 


A  religious  fervor  sweeps  a  Florida  prison 


STARKE.  Fla.  (RNS) -A  surge  of 
religious  fervor  has  hit  the  Florida  State 
Prison  here. 

While  the  sincerity  of  some  of  the  new 
adherents  to  Jesus  may  be  questioned,  it 
is  generally  agreed  that  the  general 
spiritual  awakening  is  real  and  has 
produced  some  startling  results. 

The  most  spectacular  conversion, 
according  to  a  Miami  Herald  report,  was 
that  of  Andrew  King,  a  long-time  resident 
of  death  row.  His  conversion  in  Septem¬ 
ber  "shook"  the  whole  prison  because  in 
the  16  years  he  has  been  in  prison  he  had 
been  to  chapel  only  twice.  In  the  barber 
shop  where  he  works  he  had  long  had  a 
habit  of  gruffly  turning  off  any  attempt  at 
conversation. 

Now,  the  mirror  behind  his  chair  is 
plastered  with  "Jesus  stickers."  and  the 
stern  lines  of  his  face  warm  into  a  smile 
as  he  talks  about  "giving  my  life  to 
Christ." 

Superintendent  G.  S.  Fortner  credits 
the  rise  of  religious  interest  to  a  new 
breed  of  chaplains  who  are  very  open  in 
their  relationship  to  the  prisoners  and 


who  demonstrate  a  genuine  concern  for 
the  inmates 

Two  former  inmates  who  were  locked 
in  the  maximum  security  area  now  work 
in  the  chaplains'  office.  They  feel  that  the 
Gospel  message  offers  the  only  real  hope 
of  escape  from  negative  feelings  which  so 
often  plunge  convicts  into  deep 
depression, 

About  10  per  cent  of  the  1,100  inmates 
at  the  Florida  State  Prison  —  which 
houses  the  state's  most  serious  of¬ 
fenders  —  are  estimated  to  be 
dramatically  involved  in  the  spiritual 
awakening  which  is  said  to  be  "sweeping 
through  the  prison  system."  Another  10 
per  cent  are  estimated  to  be  on  the 
•periphery  of  the  movement." 

The  Rev.  Hugh  D.  Perry,  coordinator 
of  chaplaincy  services  for  the  Division  of 
Corrections  of  the  Florida  Department  of 
Health  and  Rehabilitative  Services,  said 
prison  chaplaincies  are  seriously  un¬ 
derstaffed 

The  14  state  correctional  institutions  — 
with  9,188  men  and  women  inmates  — 
are  served  by  17  chaplains  Several  of 


the  facilities  do  not  have  chapels 
Chaplain  Perry  said  the  federal  standard 
calls  for  one  chaplain  per  300  Inmates. 
•  Twenty-two  inmates  recently  made 
“decisions  for  Christ"  during  a  week- 
long  visit  here  by  a  toarr.  of  civilians  and 
former  convicts,  dope  addicts,  and 
alcoholics  who  now  are  successful 
business  executives 

Roger  Heim,  a  Miami  realtor  and 
Baptist  deacon,  and  one  of  the  16  civilians 
who  participated  in  the  “New  Life 
Week,"  testified  to  the  genuineness  of  the 
religious  surge 

“I  was  impressed  by  the  dedication  of 
the  guys  in  prison  who  are  Christians 
despite  the  persecution  they  are  sub¬ 
jected  to  in  the  wings,"  said  Mr.  Heim. 

Endorsing  this  observation  was  the 
recently  converted  Andrew  King,  who 
recalled  that  “I  used  to  laugh  and  make 
fun  of  the  guys  who  prayed  over  the  food. 
I  called  it  garbage  Now  I  pray  over  the 
food  and  they  laugh  at  me." 

But  they  don’t  laugh  too  loudly,  since 
Mr.  King,  45,  has  had  a  reputation  for 
being  one  of  the  hardest  men  in  the 


prison.  He  is  on  death  row  for  killing  a 
fellow  inmate. 

One  of  the  most  controversial  “con¬ 
versions”  is  that  of  Jack  Murpiy 
1  "Murph  the  Surf"),  the  celebrated  je?  el 
thief,  convicted  killer,  and  success  ,ul 
artist  and  musician  whose  “glamoro’  i" 
life  of  crime  is  the  subject  of  a  recent 
movie. 

Murph  insists,  according  to  the  Herald, 
that  "I  turned  my  life  over  to  Christ  three 
years  ago,"  but  others  are  not  totally 
convinced.  Even  Andrew  King,  who  was 
converted  through  Murph’s  influence, 
feels  the  latter  may  be  "gaming  it.” 

Chaplain  L.  Dale  Hatfield  says  Murph 
may  be  "closer  to  a  genuine  faith  than  he 
thinks,  but  some  of  these  men  even  con 
themselves  into  thinking  they  have 
religion." 

But  over-all,  the  “Holy  Spirit  is  really 
working,”  said  Larry  Reis,  one  of  the 
clerks  in  the  chaplains’  office  who  was 
sentenced  to  life  imprisonment  for 
murder  and  60  years  for  armed  robbery. 
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Hopes  to  be  ‘ more  involved 9 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Methodist  F ederation  finds  new  life 


By  TRACY  EARLY 
Interpretive  Services 

The  Methodist  Federation  for  Social 
Action,  once  a  significant  force  in 
denominational  life,  then  the  focus  of 
national  controversy  and  for  the  past  15 
years  largely  out  of  the  limelight,  is 
moving  into  a  new  phase  under  the 
,  direction  of  a  new  generation  of 
leadership. 

“The  Federation  is  in  a  new  era  of  its 
(life  in  which,  hopefully,  it  will  be  more 
involved  in  the  life  of  the  church,”  says 
John  Collins,  who  was  elected  president 
at  the  annual  meeting  in  Charleston,  W. 
Va.,  last  July. 

It  is  becoming  more  actively  involved 
in  projects  with  a  special  relevance  to  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  he  says,  citing 
support  for  striking  workers  at  the 
Pikeville  Hospital  and  concern  for  the 
situation  in  Chile. 

Among  several  resolutions  adopted  at 
the  Charleston  meeting  was  one  con¬ 
demning  “atrocities  and  violations  of 
human  rights  in  Chile”  and  expressing 
regret  at  “the  silent  complicity  of  the 


Methodist  Church  in  Chile.” 

“We  deplore,”  said  another  resolution, 
“the  pressure  upon  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  to  abandon  its  proclamation  of 
the  whole  Gospel,  including  God’s  power 
to  liberate  from  oppressive  social, 
political  and  economic  forces,  and  urge 
the  Board  to  remain  steadfast  in  its 
allegiance  to  the  total  meaning  of  the 
Gospel.” 

Originally  called  the  Methodist 
Federation  for  Social  Service,  with  the 
change  to  Social  “Action”  in  1947,  it  was 
organized  in  1907  as  an  expression  of  the 
social  gospel  movement  that  emerged  as 
a  strong  force  in  American  Protestan¬ 
tism  in  the  early  years  of  the  century. 
When  critics  of  the  McCarthy  era 
charged  that  it  had  been  organized  by 
Communists,  it  could  point  out  that  it  was 
older  than  the  American  Communist 
Party. 

Many  of  Methodism’s  most  prominent 
leaders  participated  in  the  Federation  — 
men  such  as  Bishop  Francis  J. 
McConnell  and  Frank  Mason  North, 
author  of  the  hymn  “Where  Cross  the 


Crowded  Ways  of  Life.”  And  it  played  a 
central  role  in  the  development  of  church 
policy  on  social  issues.  Its  Social  Creed 
was  taken  over  with  only  minor 
variations  by  the  Federal  Council  of 
Churches,  a  predecessor  to  the  National 
Council  of  Churches. 

Federation  runs  into  trouble 

But  the  Federation  provoked  sharp 
opposition  by  some  of  its  work,  par¬ 
ticularly  its  sharp  criticism  of  the 
American  economic  system.  Harry 
Ward,  a  professor  at  Union  Theological 
Seminary  in  New  York,  was  a  principal 
founder  and  its  key  figure  until  after 
World  War  II.  His  openly -expressed 
admiration  for  Soviet  communism, 
which  continued  throughout  the  Stalinist 
era,  was  disturbing.  And  in  1944  he  was 
succeeded  as  executive  secretary  by  one 
of  his  students  who  proved  equally 
controversial,  Jack  R.  McMichael. 

Members  of  the  Federation  began  to 
resign,  complaining  that  while  Ward  and 
McMichael  were  intensely  critical  of  the 
social  order  and  foreign  policy  of  the 
United  States,  they  were  almost  totally 


Episcopal  bishop  refuses  offering 

United  Methodist  women  protest  action  as  ‘affront  to  Gospel’ 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  Five  women 
executives  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  criticized  the  Episcopal  Church’s 
chief  bishop  for  refusing  $672  for  world 
relief  given  at  a  service  in  which  three 
Episcopal  women  publicly  celebrated 
Holy  Communion.  The  money  was  later 
accepted  by  the  Episcopal  bishop  of  New 
York  and  placed  in  a  special  world  relief 
fund. 

Presiding  Bishop  John  M.  Allin 
originally  returned  a  check  for  the  sum 
because  his  church  does  not  recognize 
the  ordinations  of  the  three  women,  who 
acted  as  priests  at  an  Oct.  27  service  in 
New  York  City. 

Laying  aside  the  usual  politeness  of 
ecumenical  discourse,  the  United 
Methodist  women’s  separate  assess¬ 
ments  of  Bishop  Allin’s  action  ranged 
from  “regrettable”  to  “an  affront  to  the 
Gospel.” 

“This  sounds  to  me  like  the  act  of 
desperate  men  who  have  come  face  to 
face  with  a  challenge  to  their  un¬ 
derstanding  of  ministry  and,  therefore, 
fail  to  understand  the  free-will  offering  of 
a  group  of  Christians,”  declared 
Theressa  Hoover,  executive  head  of  the 
Women’s  Division,  Board  of  Global 
Ministries. 

Lutheran  speaker  says: 


The  decision  to  criticize  Bishop  Allin  is 
openly  an  example  of  the  ecumenical 
uproar  caused,  first,  by  the  irregular 
ordinations  of  11  women  Episcopal 
deacons  last  July  and,  second,  by  an 
Episcopal  House  of  Bishops’  ruling  that 
the  ordinations  are  invalid. 

For  ecumenical  reasons,  Roman 
Catholic  and  Eastern  Orthodox  leaders 
generally  hope  the  Episcopal  Church  will 
not  approve  women  priests.  Most 
Protestant  denominations,  90  per  cent  of 
which  ordain  women,  hope  the  Episcopal 
Church  will  accept  women  priests. 

Judy  Elmer  of  Evanston,  Ill.,  co¬ 
director  of  the  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
mission  on  the  Status  and  Role  of 
Women,  said  that  Mr.  Allin’s  refusal  to 
accept  the  $672  was  “an  affront  to  the 
Gospel”  and  shows  a  church  seeking  to 
“preserve  and  perpetuate  man-made 
hierarchies  over  against  the  ministry 
Christ  has  called  us  to.” 

The  money  in  question  was  collected  at 
New  York’s  interdenominational 
Riverside  Church  where  the  Rev.  Carter 
Heyward,  the  Rev.  Jeanette  Piccard  and 
the  Rev.  Allison  Cheek  celebrated  the 
Eucharist  in  defiance  of  the  Episcopal 
House  of  Bishops. 


The  Rev.  Jeanne  Audrey  Powers,  the 
second-ranking  United  Methodist 
ecumenical  officer,  took  part  in  the 
Riverside  service. 

“It  was  indeed  a  love  offering,”  she 
said  of  the  collection.  “It  is  regrettable 
that  Bishop  Allin  has  chosen  to  prevent 
such  a  gift  from  communicating  the  love 
of  Jesus  Christ  in  the  interest  of 
preserving  the  canonical  legalism  of 
church  order.” 

“I  couldn’t  believe  it,”  said  Peggy 
Billings,  also  a  participant  at  Riverside 
and  an  official  of  the  United  Methodist 
Women’s  Division.  “I  have  never  heard 
of  an  offering  from  a  service  of  Christian 
worship  being  treated  this  way.  Anything 
these  women  (the  11  Episcopal  women 
ordained)  do  seems  to  make  the  church 
establishment  shake.” 

Thelma  Barnes  of  Atlanta,  director  of 
Black  Methodists  for  Church  Renewal, 
added:  “It  is  unfortunate  that  the  church 
can  receive  monies  contributed  to  it  by 
women  when  men  are  in  charge,  but  in 
this  particular  instance  when  money  is 
raised  with  women  in  charge  it  seems  it 
is  unacceptable.  This  says  something 
about  both  our  society  and  the  church.” 


uncritical  of  the  Soviet  Union.  Even  such 
liberal  figures  as  Bishop  G.  Bromley 
Oxnam,  himself  a  frequent  object  of 
right-wing  attacks,  withdrew. 

The  1952  General  Conference  of  the 
church  repudiated  the  Federation, 
asking  it  to  drop  the  word  Methodist  from 
its  name.  The  request  was  refused,  but 
still  more  Methodists  began  dropping  out 
and  the  Federation  ceased  to  play  a 
prominent  role  in  the  life  of  the  church. 

Meanwhile,  in  the  Cold  War  at¬ 
mosphere  of  the  McCarthy  period,  the 
Federation  was  a  frequently-cited  target 
of  people  charging  that  communism  had 
infiltrated  the  churches.  In  1948  the 
House  Un-American  Activities  Com¬ 
mittee  called  it  “a  tool  of  the  Communist 
Party,”  and  in  1956  the  Senate  Internal 
Security  Subcommittee  published  a 
“Handbook  for  Americans”  listing  the 
Federation  as  a  Communist  front. 

Ralph  Lord  Roy,  in  his  1960  study  of 
“Communism  and  the  Churches,”  found 
no  evidence  that  Ward  or  McMichael 
were  ever  Communists  or  under  Com¬ 
munist  discipline.  But  he  says  they 
proved  to  be  “consistent,  determined 
apologists  for  the  Soviet  Union  and  the 
world  Communist  movement.” 

Federation  continues 
in  ‘subdued’  fashion 

After  the  1950’s  less  was  heard  of  the 
Federation,  but  it  continued  in  a  subdued 
fashion  under  the  leadership  of  Lee  H. 
Ball,  executive  secretary,  and  his  wife, 
Mae,  both  of  whom  had  studied  at  Union 
Seminary.  Though  less  prominent,  the 
Federation  continued  to  meet  annually 
and  its  “Social  Questions  Bulletin” 
continued  to  go  out. 

The  tradition  of  Union  leadership  was 
continued  with  the  election  of  Collins,  a 
1961  graduate,  as  president,  and  the 
naming  this  past  January  of  George  D. 
McLain,  a  1964  graduate,  as  executive 
secretary. 

Collins  is  an  associate  program 
director  of  the  New  York  Conference, 
and  he  reports  that  new  members  who 
have  been  added  to  the  Federation’s 
executive  committee  are  more  active  in 
church  affairs  than  some  of  the  older 
ones. 

Communism  charges  of  the  past  do  not 
bother  him,  though  he  does  not  endorse 
everything  in  the  Federation’s  history. 
But  he  observes  that  many  organizations 
on  the  political  left  were  “maligned”  in 
the  1950’s,  and  people  such  as  Martin 
Luther  King,  Jr.,  were  called  Com¬ 
munists  too.  “The  Federation  has  always 
represented  the  real  social  conscience  of 
the  church,”  he  says. 


‘Americans  preoccupied 
with  right  and  wrong’ 


NORTHFIELD,  Minn.  (RNS)  — 
Americans  have  never  in  this  generation 
been  so  preoccupied  with  right  and 
wrong  as  they  are  now,  a  speaker  said  at 
a  Founders’  Day  Convocation  marking 
the  100th  anniversary  of  St.  Olaf  College, 
an  American  Lutheran  Church  school 
here. 

Dr.  Kenneth  Thompson,  director  of 
higher  education  for  development  of  the 
International  Council  for  Educational 
Development,  said  Americans  are 
“concerned  over  wrong-doing  because 
we  hunger  for  right-doing. 

“We  are  drenched  with  reports  from 
the  media  about  the  transgressions  of 
men  in  public  and  private  life;  rich  and 
poor  make  up  the  procession,”  he  said. 

Dr.  Thompson,  a  St.  Olaf  alumnus,  said 
that  the  course  of  history  follows  a  tor¬ 
tured  route:  “We  fight  injustice  and  seek 
noble  goals,  gain  power  to  that  end, 
somehow  are  corrupted  by  power  and 
zeal,  breed  new  injustices,  and  are 
challenged  for  our  excesses  and  in¬ 
justice.” 

He  challenged  his  audience  to  “try  to 
name  one  group  of  men  or  nations  who  in 

Bill  Cosby 
comes  to  aid 
of  ‘Rev.  Leroy’ 

NASHVILLE  (RNS)  —  Comedian  Bill 
Cosby  has  come  to  the  defense  of  Flip 
Wilson’s  “Rev.  Leroy”  characterization 
which  was  strongly  attacked  by  Ten¬ 
nessee’s  black  Baptists. 

“Flip  Wilson  is  using  his  comedy  and 
the  medium  of  television  to  expose  the 
con  men,  hucksters  and  panderers  in  the 
church  who  use  the  cross  for  their  own 
self-aggrandizement,”  Mr.  Cosby  said  in 
a  statement  addressed  to  the  Nashville 
office  of  United  Press  International. 

In  late  October  in  Knoxville,  the 
Tennessee  Baptist  Missionary  and 
Educational  Convention  denounced 
“Rev.  Leroy"  as  an  “insult  to  God  and  a 
breach  of  the  Third  Commandment.” 

Representing  l  million  black  Baptists 
in  the  state,  the  convention  said  Mr. 
Wilson’s  character  stereotypes  the  black 
preacher  “as  a  sort  of  ecclesiastical 
‘Stepin  Fetchit’  and  the  black  church  as  a 
spiritual  rock  and  roll  center.” 

The  resolution  took  particular  offense 
at  a  mid-October  television  special 
featuring  “Rev.  Leroy."  Mr.  Wilson’s 
own  TV  show  is  no  longer  a  regular 
feature  of  NBC. 

Mr.  Cosby  said  Mr.  Wilson’s  “in¬ 
tentions  are  not  to  denegrate  or  exploit” 
black  clergy.  He  added  that  his  colleague 
in  comedy  “is  being  accused  of  doing 
exactly  what  he  is  trying  to  expose.” 


running  the  course  from  victim  to  victor 
has  not  shed  some  of  its  virtue  along  the 
way:  big  business,  big  labor,  blacks, 
white  ethnics,  Catholics,  Jews,  and  white 
Anglo-Saxon  Protestants.” 

“The  crimes  which  are  done  in  the 
name  of  justice  rival  those  which  arise 
out  of  injustice,”  he  said.  “Yet  in  every 
setting,  for  every  group,  the  con¬ 
frontation  is  portrayed  as  between  an  all 
virtuous  force  —  we  —  and  an  evil  and 
demonic  enemy  —  they. 

“Only  when  it  is  too  late,  when  much 
blood  has  been  spilled,  it  is  discovered 
that  there  was  virtue  on  both  sides  and 
with  a  considerable  admixture  of  evil.” 

Dr.  Thompson  said  that  right  and 
wrong  is  “preeminently  a  first-order  task 
in  the  United  States. 

“Our  task  as  a  great  power  is  too 
immediate  and  too  compelling  for  us  to 
speak  down  to  the  world  from  a  high 
pulpit,”  he  said.  “But  this  leaves  us  with 
a  responsibility  to  define  what  we  mean 
by  right  and  wrong. 

“Because  the  higher  truth  sets  forth 
goals  toward  which  men  strive  but  which 
they  never  fully  realize,  it  gives  im¬ 
munity  to  moral  short-sightedness.  It  is 
the  morality  beyond  morality. 

“The  tradition  of  this  place  has  un¬ 
derstood  these  lessons.  May  it  strive  to 
preserve  and  maintain  them  when  they 
are  desperately  needed  in  the  years 
ahead.” 

The  convocation  included  the  awarding 
of  honorary  doctorates  to  Dr.  Thompson 
and  to  Dr.  David  W.  Preus,  president  of 
the  American  Lutheran  Church,  with 
which  St.  Olaf  is  affiliated. 


Parsonage  moves  with  preacher 

GEORGETOWN,  Md.  —  The  pastor  is  moving  and  taking  the  parsonage  with  him 
at  Grace  United  Methodist  Church  here.  In  the  picture  above  the  parsonage  sits  on 
wheels  in  the  church  parking  lot  prior  to  being  moved  to  a  new  location.  Grace 
Church's  building  committee  determined  some  time  ago  to  find  better  quarters  for 
the  pastor  and  his  family,  then  decided  in  late  summer  to  move  the  old  parsonage 
and  remodel  it  rather  than  build  a  new  one.  The  relocation  was  completed  in  late 
September.  peninsula  conference  photo 

‘Children  of  God’  group 
denies  attorney’s  report 


DALLAS  (RNS)  —  A  20-page 
statement  issued  by  a  “high-ranking 
leader"  of  the  Children  of  God  has 
charged  that  the  recent  report  on  the  sect 
issued  by  New  York  Attorney  General 
Louis  Lefkowitz  resulted  from  “religious 
intolerance." 

Cornelius  Copp  issued  the  report  from 
the  sect’s  Dallas  headquarters,  ex¬ 
pressing  the  hope  that  his  rebuttal  would 


Pope  Paul  calls  meeting 
‘  a  tremendous  education’ 


PHILADELPHIA  (RNS)  -  Describing 
the  recent  world  Synod  of  Bishops  in 
Rome  as  the  “best  ever,”  Philadelphia’s 
Cardinal  John  Krol  said  Pope  Paul  had 
expressed  the  view  that  the  meeting  of 
200  Roman  Catholic  prelates  from 
around  the  world  was  “a  tremendous 
education  for  me.” 

The  cardinal,  who  is  outgoing  president 
of  the  National  Conference  of  Catholics 
Bishops  ( NCCB )  and  was  head  of  the  U.S. 
delegation  to  the  Synod,  indicated  that 
the  recent  Synod  was  the  best  prepared 
and  most  informative  of  four  such 
meetings  in  which  he  has  been  a  par¬ 
ticipant. 

He  especially  praised  the  open  par¬ 
ticipation  which  marked  the  Synod 
“interventions”  by  the  delegates.  The 
month-long  meeting  of  bishops,  called  as 
a  special  advisory  group  to  the  Pope,  was 
featured  by  contributions  from  prelates 


representing  all  parts  of  the  world. 

Cardinal  Krol  said  he  came  away  from 
the  sessions  —  where  he  was  in¬ 
strumental  in  developing  a  human  rights 
statement  that  Pope  Paul  has  described 
as  the  outstanding  document  of  the  Synod 
—  with  four  fundamental  convictions: 

—First,  that  evangelization  is  the  work 
of  God  and  "that  we  are  His  instruments 
who  plant  the  seed.” 

—Second,  that  Christ’s  command  to 
teach  all  men  was  truly  a  “universal 
mandate,"  valid  everywhere  and  for  all 
time. 

—Third,  that  the  work  of  evangeliza¬ 
tion.  while  it  was  entrusted  to  the 
authority  of  the  Apostles,  belongs  to 
all  Christians,  who  must  be  involved  on 
their  own  level  in  preaching  the  Gospel. 

—And  fourth,  that  evangelization  is  not 
truly  authentic  unless  the  “total  doc¬ 
trine”  of  Jesus  Christ  is  enunciated. 


be  "beneficial  to  our  cause  of  spreading 
the  love  of  Jesus  throughout  the  world." 

The  Children  of  God  leader  said  he 
wanted  to  “warn  other  religious  groups, 
particularly  those  consisting  primarily  of 
young  persons,  that  religious  intolerance 
exists  in  New  York,  and  those  of  us  who 
choose  to  worship  Jesus  Christ  in  a 
manner  not  approved  of  or  by  the 
Attorney  General  of  the  State  of  New 
York  run  the  danger  of  being  vilified  and 
accused  by  him  for  doing  so.” 

One  of  the  most  serious  charges  in  the 
Lefkowitz  report  was  that  “the  COG 
engages  in  a  particularly  reprehensible 
course  of  conduct  by  tampering  with  the 
personalities  of  converts.”  In  response, 
Mr.  Copp  wrote,  “Our  goal  is  to  direct  a 
person’s  mind  in  accordance  with  the 
laws  of  God  and  man’s  responsibility  to 
God.  No  one  is  forced  into  submission  to 
our  beliefs.  The  Children  of  God  are  not 
composed  of  juveniles  who  are  incapable 
of  thinking  for  themselves." 

He  declared  that  “the  accounts  con¬ 
tained  in  the  (Lefkowitz)  report  of  incest, 
rape,  sexual  promiscuity  and  cultish 
behavior,  while  sensational  and  lurid, 
are  simply  false.  We  deny  them.” 

In  addition  to  direct  testimony  from  74 
witnesses,  Mr.  Lefkowitz’  18-month 
investigation  was  also  based  on  material 
supplied  by  Attorneys  General  in  the 
other  49  states,  the  District  of  Columbia, 
the  Virgin  Islands,  American  Samoa, 
Guam,  and  Puerto  Rico.  But  Mr.  Copp 
contended  that  the  New  York  Attorney 
General  was  “relying  on  false  witnesses 
to  vilify  us.” 


U. N.  aid  continues 

ES  PROGRESO,  HONDURAS  —  The  joyless  faces  of  two  little  girls  frame  a  house 
which  has  been  upended  by  the  flood  water  of  Hurricane  Fifi  and  deposited  in  a 
street.  The  houses  are  being  rebuilt,  however,  through  an  ecumenical  relief 
projected  participated  in  by  United  Methodists.  United  Methodist  giving  through  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  [UMCOR]  continues  in  Honduras  and 
UMCOR  staff  executives  say  the  relief  project  will  have  to  continue  for  several 
months.  religious  news  service  photo 

Archbishop  compares 
Marx  with  Aquinas 


CHICAGO  (RNS)  —  Archbishop 
Helder  Pessoa  Camara,  Brazil’s  “pastor 
of  the  poor,”  opened  the  University  of 
Chicago’s  “Celebration  of  the  Medieval 
Heritage”  lecturing  on  the  importance 
and  relationship  of  St.  Thomas  Aquinas 
and  Karl  Marx  in  the  modern  world. 

The  Roman  Catholic  Archbishop  of 
Olinda  and  Recife,  in  northeastern 
Brazil,  addressed  an  overflow  audience 
at  the  university’s  Rockefeller  Memorial 
Chapel  on  the  subject,  “What  Would  St. 
Thomas  Aquinas,  the  Aristotle  Com¬ 
mentator,  Do  If  Faced  with  Karl  Marx?” 

He  said  that  the  two  greatest  lessons 
St.  Thomas  left  to  humanity  are  those  of 
fearlessness  and  courage.  Thomas,  who 
died  700  years  ago  this  year,  developed 
much  of  his  theology  in  dialogue  who  was 
at  that  time  regarded  as  “a  pagan,  with 
the  philosophy  of  Aristotle,  a  materialist, 
a  dangerous  and  cursed  sinner.” 

The  archbishop  maintained  that  Karl 
Marx  represents  a  similar  challenge  to 
thinkers  today  because  “in  his  system 
there  are  truths  able  to  aid  the 
development  of  human  thought.” 

While  the  “doubly  atheistic” 
philosophy  of  Marxism  eliminates  God 
and  enthrones  man,  Christians  should 
know,  according  to  Dom  Helder,  as  the 
archbishop  is  known,  that  the  real  God  is 
unselfish  and  has  created  man  “so  that 
man  can  participate  in  His  creative 
power.” 

Marxists  should  know  that  there  are 
many  groups  within  religion  who  “seek 
to  live  and  bring  religion  to  life  as  a 
liberating  force  for  the  oppressed.” 

Archbishop  Pessoa -Camara  pointed 
out  that  Karl  Marx,  in  his  emphasis  on 
man,  has  led  Christians  to  rediscover  the 
biblical  view  that  man  is  a  “co-creator” 
with  God.  Christians  may  also  learn  that 
the  faith  presented  in  the  Bible  is  not  only 
an  attitude  of  contemplation  but  the  Bible 

Criticizes  the  media 


presents  the  history  of  the  people. 

In  addition,  he  said,  there  is  a  parallel 
between  St.  Thomas  and  Karl  Marx  since 
both  teachers  in  their  lives  and  teachings 
combined  thinking  and  doing.  St.  Thomas 
attempted  to  “overcome  the  short¬ 
comings  of  those  who  think  without  act¬ 
ing,  and  those  who  act  without  think¬ 
ing.” 

Dom  Helder  said  that  a  dialogue 
between  Christians  and  Marxists  started 
at  the  highest  level  when  Pope  John 
XXIII  received  for  the  first  time  a 
Communist  leader,  Alexei  Adzubei.  Paul 
VI  received,  in  1967,  Nicholas  Podgorny, 
president  of  the  Soviet  Union.  In  1965 
there  were  the  Salzburg  meetings  of 
Christian  and  Marxist  thinkers;  the 
Assissi  meetings  in  1966. 

Although  it  seems  to  some  a  waste  of 
time  trying  to  pursue  a  dialogue  between 
Christians  and  Marxists,  the  archbishop 
said  the  dialogue  must  continue.  While 
sharply  criticizing  the  Marxist  super¬ 
powers  for  their  oppressive  tactics 
toward  the  smaller  nations  and  toward 
the  human  person,  Dom  Helder  also 
scored  the  capitalist  superpowers  for 
selfishness  and  paternalism. 

Dom  Helder’s  appearance  and  address 
opened  a  four-week  schedule  of  lectures 
and  cultural  events  at  the  University  of 
Chicago  interpreting  the  contributions  of 
medieval  thought  to  the  contemporary 
religious  and  cultural  situation,  as 
exemplified  on  Bona  venture  and  St. 
Thomas  Aquinas  whose  septi centenaries 
are  being  celebrated  this  year. 

The  prelate’s  advocacy  of  social  justice 
for  the  poor  and  oppressed  in  Brazil  and 
other  developing  nations  have  made  him 
one  of  the  best  known  Catholic  leaders  in 
the  Third  World. 


Bishop  Sheen  warns 
of  ‘crisis  in  morality’ 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  Archbishop 
Fulton  J.  Sheen,  described  here  as  a 
“giant  in  the  media,”  warned  those  at¬ 
tending  the  9th  annual  Morality  in  Media 
awards  dinner  that  the  world  is  un¬ 
dergoing  a  “crisis  of  morality"  that  is 
manifested  in  a  new  intensity  of  media 
experience  that  is  preoccupied  with  sex 
and  violence. 

The  Christian  world,  he  said,  is  un¬ 
dergoing  another  in  a  series  of  upheavals 
that  started  with  the  fall  of  the  Roman 
Empire.  The  Roman  Catholic  prelate 
said  he  firmly  believes  “we  are  at  the  end 
of  Christendom,”  which  he  described  as 
“the  political,  economic  and  social  life 
governed  by  the  Gospel  ethic  and  belief 
in  God." 

He  stressed  that  it  was  “not  the  end  of 
Christianity,”  but  the  end  of  a  civilization 
that  is  “slowly  dying”  of  possession  by  an 
anti-morality  that  it  does  not  even 
recognize. 

The  archbishop  received  the  1974 
award  of  the  national  interfaith 
organization  the  purpose  of  which  is  to 
"stop  the  traffic  in  pornography  con¬ 
stitutionally  and  effectively,”  and  to 
work  for  a  media  based  on  the  principles 
of  love,  truth  and  taste.” 

He  received  the  award  from  the  dinner 
chairman,  New  York  Fire  Commissioner 
John  T.  O'Hagan.  The  citation  com¬ 
mended  the  prelate  for  “a  lifetime  of 
utilizing  all  media  for  the  uplifting  and 
enrichment  of  society.”  Other  speakers 
included  Rabbi  Julius  G.  Neumann, 
chairman  of  Morality  in  Media,  and 
Father  Morton  A.  Hill,  S.J.,  M  in  M 
president. 

In  accepting  the  award,  the  79-year-old 
former  Bishop  of  Rochester.  NY., 
recalled  that  he  started  in  radio  in  1928. 
The  famed  radio  preacher  and  TV  per¬ 
sonality  of  the  1950’s  also  disclosed  that 
he  is  now  preparing  a  series  for  public 
television  on  “What  Now  America,” 
which  will  deal  with  various  crises  facing 
the  country. 

Archbishop  Sheen  told  the  “experts”  in 
dealing  with  pornography  that  two 
aspects  of  what  he  will  be  dealing  with 
are  problems  with  which  “you  deal  —  sex 
and  violence."  He  attributed  the  great 
emphases  on  sex  to  the  need  of  people 


today  to  "escape  the  finality  of  life. 
Death  is  taboo,”  he  said. 

“The  churches  and  pulpits  have  given 
up  stripping  the  soul  before  God,  so 
people  have  started  stripping  their 
bodies,”  the  archbishop  said,  referring  to 
the  stress  on  nudity  in  the  media. 

Citing  Karl  Menninger’s  book,  What 
Ever  Became  of  Sin?,  Archbishop  Sheen 
said  of  the  world’s  obsession  with  sins 
associated  with  nudity  and  sex:  “The 
clergy  gave  up,  the  jurists  made  it  a 
crime,  psychiatrists  picked  it  up  and 
made  it  a  psychosis.” 

Baptist  body 

denounces 

charismatics 

AMARILLO,  Tex.  (RNS)  -  Dr.  Jaroy 
Weber,  president  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention,  denounced  participants  in 
the  charismatic  movement  at  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  Baptist  General  Con¬ 
vention  of  Texas  here. 

The  leader  of  the  nation's  largest 
Protestant  denomination,  who  is  pastor 
of  a  church  in  Lubbock,  declared  that 
“any  rabbi,  priest  or  pastor,  concerning 
those  who  so  disagree  with  existing 
doctrine  as  to  have  caused  discord  in  the 
church,  wishes  they  (charismatics) 
would  get  right  or  get  out." 

His  son,  the  Rev.  Billy  Weber  of  Dallas, 
offered  a  resolution  asking  charismatics 
to  withdraw  from  the  church  if  they 
cannot  be  in  harmony  with  Baptist 
doctrines.  But  it  was  revised  before  it 
was  adopted  to  warn  of  potential  dangers 
and  ask  individual  Baptists  “to  act  with 
great  sensitivity  lest  the  fabric  of 
Christian  fellowship  be  seriously  im¬ 
paired.” 

The  Rev.  Frank  Brooks  of  New  Boston 
said  he  saw  no  need  for  the  statement. 
“There  are  charismatics  in  my  church,” 
he  reported,  “but  there  is  no  problem.  I 
understand  there  are  trouble  makers  in 
some  churches,  but  I  believe  most  of 
these  are  problems  of  personalities.  They 
would  be  trouble  makers  anyway.” 


PAGE  • 


UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


The 


Louisiana 


United 


ail  IIIIIK1I 


VOLUME  2  NUMBER  49  ,  \n  edition  of  The  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


NOVEMBER  22.  1974 


“We  are  the  church  on  campus 


55 


Wesley  Foundation— campus  ministry 


fwm 

|w  cw 


Bishop  Paul  Galloway  speaks  at  luncheon,  Louisiana  Tech. 
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From  the  Area  Provost  to  the 
United  Methodists  of  Louisiana 

In  this  special  page  we  are  giving  a  small  measure  of  visibility  to  the  campus 
ministries  in  our  conference.  While  we  do  not  have  the  latest  statistics  from 
other  conferences  on  their  campus  work,  we  are  prepared  to  say  that  last  year 
we  had  more  organized,  full-time  campus  units  than  any  other  conference. 

Financial  support  for  our  ten  full-time  foundations  and  eight  part-time  ones 
comes  from  district  giving  and  from  annual  conference  funds.  Every  local 
church  is  urged  to  meet  the  $1.50  per  member  support  suggested  by  the 
Commission  on  Higher  Education  and  Ministry. 

The  Louisiana  Conference  through  conference  and  district  capital  giving  has 
built  eight  Wesley  Foundations  with  a  combined  value  of  $1,960,000  (a  figure 
that  includes  assets  of  the  Wesley  Foundation  of  Southern  University  at  Baton 
Rouge. )  There  is  indebtedness  remaining  of  only  four  buildings  in  the  amount  of 
$102,000.  An  incredible  record  and  a  testimonial  to  the  value  placed  on  campus 
ministry  by  the  people  of  our  conference!  The  directors  respond  with  full 
awareness  of  this  concern  and  with  great  appreciation  for  buildings  to  work  in 
and  from  and  for  their  salaries  as  well. 

At  the  present  there  are  14  students  in  our  seminaries  who  found  their  way 
into  the  United  Methodist  ministry  through  our  Louisiana  Wesley  Foundation. 
The  directors  are  all  ordained  ministers.  They  are  ready  to  preach  in  the 
churches  when  called  upon. 

Bill  Stokes,  Roy  Nash,  Will  Finnin,  Ken  Jacocks,  Jerry  Fuller,  Jim  Wilson, 
Bob  Townsend,  Ted  Smith,  James  Poole,  Dwight  Ramsey.  James  Jones.  Larry 
Robertson,  Freddie  Henderson,  Bill  Eubanks  and  Nathan  Daniels,  are  deeply 
consecrated,  well  trained  ministers  who  faithfully  work  to  make  Christ  and  the 
Christian  life  real  to  the  campus  communities  in  every  part  of  the  state  of 
Louisiana. 


Reviewing  galley  proofs  for  a  Married  Students’  Handbook  at  Tulane,  from  left 
Robert  Mclnerne y,  Mrs.  Marilyn  Collings,  and  Roy  Nash. 


Edited  By  THELMA  R.  BRETT 
Information  Director, 

Louisiana  United  Methodist 

“The  Wesley  Foundation  is  on  campus 
as  the  Church.  We  are  not  playing  Church 

—  we  are  not  representing  Church  —  we 
are  the  Church  on  Campus." 

James  E.  Wilson,  Campus  Minister  at 
Northeast  Louisiana  University,  Monroe, 
wrote  this  message  to  students  late  last 
summer.  In  this  greeting  he  was  sum¬ 
ming  up  the  meaning  and  importance  of 
our  Church’s  Campus  Ministry  program 
in  the  Louisiana  Conference,  and  the 
work  of  the  program’s  ten  full-time  and 
eight -part-time  ministries  in  Universities 
throughout  the  State. 

He  said,  further,  “We  feel  the  Church 
has  many  different  faces,  as  many  faces 
as  there  are  needs  in  human  beings.  We 
understand  the  need  for  worship,  the 
need  for  knowing  who  we  are,  the  need 
for  study,  the  need  for  fellowship,  but  we 
do  not  always  understand  the  best  way  to 
meet  these  needs.  We  are  flexible 
enough,  however,  to  add  the  emphasis 
that  you  would  like  ..." 

It  is  this  flexibility  that  makes  the 
Campus  Ministry  work  on  the  various 
campuses  in  the  Conference.  It  is 
meeting  of  this  “human  need"  that 
brings  meaning  to  the  lives  of  countless 
students  as  they  are  served,  and  in  turn, 
serve  in  their  communities. 

We  have  attempted  to  compile  in  this 
newspaper  a  special  “look"  at  our 
Campus  Ministry.  Every  Director  was 
contacted  early  this  Fall,  and  the 
responses  have  been  gratifying.  What 
you  will  see  on  this  page  is  really  what 
the  Campus  Ministry  is  “all  about.”  And 
what  the  Campus  Ministry  is  “all  about” 
is,  indeed,  the  CHURCH! 

Wesley  Foundations  - 
where  they  are  and 
what  they  are  doing 

North-Western  State, 
Natchitoches 

James  W.  Jones,  director  of  The 
Wesley  Foundation  at  Northwestern 
State  University,  Natchitoches,  is  also 
full-time  pastor  of  College  Avenue 
Church,  which  he  describes,  as  being 
.  .  down  the  street  from  Wesley 
Foundation  and  just  across  the  street 
from  the  campus.  There  have  been  some 
common  experiences  between  the 
students  of  Wesley  and  my  Church.” 

Wesley  participants  at  Northwestern 
State  are  finding  a  variety  of  activities  on 
the  calendar.  The  week  typically  starts 
with  Worship  each  Monday  evening.  A 
Prayer  Breakfast  at  7  A.M.  on  Wed¬ 
nesdays  includes  not  only  food,  but  a 
prayer  service  and  rap  session.  Wed¬ 
nesday  evenings  are  the  time  for 
Fellowship  Supper,  where  students  can 
enjoy  fun,  food,  and  fellowship.  They 
even  help  prepare  the  food  and  clean  up 
afterwards ! 

The  Coffee  House  is  open  on  week-ends 
when  students  can  come  to  enjoy,  relax 
or  participate  in  whatever  creative, 
constructive  activity  strikes  their  fancy 

—  singing,  dancing,  acting,  music  —  you 
name  it!  The  Director  even  offers  guitar 
lessons.  Two  Study  Groups  are  being 
offered  this  Fall:  Bible;  and  Moral 
Decision  Making  (Ethics). 


Hi 


Northwestern  State  Wesley  Foundation 
The  Reverend  Mr.  Jones  points  out  that 
something  new  is  taking  place  this  year 
—  the  Wesley  Foundation  is  working  on 
an  experimental  basis  with  the 
Presbyterians  —  combining  the  two 
ministries  on  a  one-year  trial  basis. 
There  are  approximately  600  Methodist 
students  and  70  Presbyterians  on  cam¬ 
pus. 


Louisiana  Tech  University, 
Kuston 

Each  year  the  Wesley  Foundation  at 
Louisiana  Tech  holds  a  Fall  Planning 
retreat  for  Council  members,  to  lay  the 
groundwork  for  the  year’s  program.  The 
retreat  also  provides  the  opportunity  for 
sharing  the  faith  with  others  and  for 
worship  and  recreation.  This  year  the 
Council  selected  an  inspiring  theme  for 
Wesley  Foundation:  “JOY  —  Jesus, 
Others,  and  You.”  This  theme  is  being 
developed  in  all  areas  of  the  students' 
program  and  activity.  “Chip”  Henry  is 
president  of  the  Council;  the  Rev. 
William  M.  Stokes,  Jr.  is  Director  of  the 
Tech  Wesley  Foundation. 

Vespers  on  Wednesdays  and  Sundays 
are  among  the  worship  service 
highlights.  These  are  conducted  by  the 
students. 


Every  Tuesday  luncheons  are  on  the 
calendar,  and  a  variety  of  stimulating 
programs  are  provided.  Deputation 
Teams  are  another  feature  of  the  Wesley 
Foundation  activity.  These  teams  of 
students  go  to  the  district  churches  on 
invitation  to  conduct  a  morning  worship 
service,  and  to  present  programs  for 
church  groups,  such  as  UMW  and  Youth. 

Tech  students  are  also  active  in  other 
community  service.  A  group  goes  to  the 
Longleaf  Nursing  Home  to  conduct 
worship  services  each  Thursday.  Also, 
the  students  pledge  individually  to  help 
support  a  child  in  Indonesia  who  is  a  deaf 
mute.  Every  Easter,  student  have  an 
Easter  egg  hunt  party  for  children  from 
the  Ruston  State  School;  and  several 
students  are  working  on  a  Bible  study  at 
the  Methodist  Children’s  Home. 

Other  activities  of  Tech  Wesley 
Foundation  include  recreation  evenings, 
planned  just  for  fun,  with  special- 
occasions  parties,  and  intramural  sports. 

The  Tech  campus  is  visibly  aware  of  a 
thriving  Wesley  Foundation! 


University  of  Southwestern 
Louisiana,  Lafayette 


W.  Dwight  Ramsey,  Director,  Wesley 
Foundation.  USL  —  Lafayette. 

W.  Dwight  Ramsey,  Wesley  Foun¬ 
dation  Director  at  Southwestern, 
Lafayette,  wrote:  ".  .  .  It  is  really  im¬ 
possible  to  mention  all  of  the  good  things 
which  have  already  happened  here  this 
Fall  .  .  .It  has  been  a  growing  experience 
for  me  personally,  to  discover  with  the 
students  what  it  means  to  organize  and 
carry  out  ...  an  effective  campus 
ministry  .  . 

This  “effective  campus  ministry” 
includes  many  areas  of  interest.  On  a 
typical  week,  one  will  find:  prayer 
breakfast,  informal  rap  session;  Bible 
study;  bowling;  luncheon  and  speaker  or 
program;  special  work  day  (every  other 
week);  and  Sunday  evening  worship. 

In  addition  there  are  informal  and 
formal  counseling  sessions.  Mr.  Ramsey 
notes  that  in  an  effort  to  develop  good 
working  relationships  with  churches  in 
the  Lafayette  District,  students  are 
encouraged  to  attend  Sunday  morning 
worship  services  at  one  of  the  local 
churches.  Enthusiastic  support  of  Wesley 
Foundation  at  USL  has  come  from  the 
ministers  and  lay  persons  from  the 
District.  The  Director  attributes  this 
support  to  the  Board  of  Directors, 
District  Superintendent  Ken  McDowell, 
and  the  local  churches  and  ministers. 

"Watching  a  student  mature  or  move 
from  Christian  desire  to  Christian  action 
is  a  fine  event  to  behold  .  .  .  Students 
involved  in  Wesley  Foundations  are 
responding  constructively  to  op¬ 
portunities  offered  in  Christian  love," 
says  Mr.  Ramsey  in  evaluating  the 


Chapel  Services  at  McNeese,  led  by 
WF  President  Sue  Willson  and  Joan 
Blakey,  Vice-President. 


The  Wesley  Foundation  at  McNeese 
State  University  emphasizes  the  “Three 
R’s.”  These  are  entitled:  REJOICE; 
REFLECT;  RELATE;  and  around  these 
emphases,  the  program  evolves. 

Robert  E.  Townsend,  Director,  notes 
that  the  Wesley  Foundation  provides  the 
student  “A  place  to  stand;  a  place  to 
grow  ,  a  place  to  care;  and  a  place  to  be.” 

REJOICE  section  of  the  program  in¬ 
cludes  worship;  regular  community 
meals;  places  for  personal  quiet;  the 
ministry  of  the  Sacraments;  weekends 
away;  and  special  social  occasions. 

REFLECT  involves  students  in 
theological  and  contemporary  issue 
seminars;  Bible  studies;  guest  lectures; 
off  campus  retreats. 

RELATE  groups  revolve  around 
marriage;  vocational  and  crisis  coun¬ 
seling;  sensitivity  and  awareness 
groups;  research  and  action  on  critical 
social  problems;  and  community  based 
service. 

Significantly,  Mr.  Townsend  points  up: 
“We  try  to  provide  each  student  a  place 
to  .  .  view  the  changing  world  with  a 
Christian  perspective;  a  supportive 
community  to  sustain;  a  directive 
community  to  give  content  and  focus  in 
caring  for  the  world;  a  celebrating 
community  where  authentic  joy  can  be 
shared  and  affirmed;  a  point  where  past 
and  future,  old  and  new,  traditional  and 
experimental  can  work  together  ...” 

This  is  the  Wesley  Foundation  at 
McNeese. 

LSU  at  Alexandria 

LSU-A  is  referred  to  as  “a  commuter 
college,”  but  the  presence  of  Wesley 
Foundation  is  no  less  important  there. 
The  Rev.  Ted  Smith,  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Lecompte,  also  has  the  part- 
time  job  of  generating  interest  in  a  type 
of  campus  ministry  there. 

With  the  help  of  interested  United 
Methodists  in  the  community,  Ted  Smith 
is  striving  to  arrange  special  activities 
for  the  students.  He  points  out, 
”...  many  of  the  students  stay  only  long 
enough  on  campus  each  day  to  meet  their 
classes  ...”  However,  he  is  lining  up 
some  interesting  programs,  with 
possibilities  for  outstanding  speakers.  He 
was  also  on  hand  for  orientation,  and 
during  the  first  week  of  school,  a  special 
social  gathering  was  held. 

Mr.  Smith  is  encouraged  by  the 
cooperation  of  other  religious  groups. 
The  Rev.  Mr.  Willard  Johnson,  Baptist 
Student  Union  Director  kindly  offered 
space  for  United  Methodist  use  in  the 
Union.  Now  Ted  Smith  is  on  campus 
there  each  Thursday  morning. 


Social  Gathering  —  LSU  -  Alexandria 


Southeastern  Louisiana 
University,  Hammond 

Ken  Jacocks,  Director,  is  helping  to 
“put  new  life”  into  the  Wesley  Foun¬ 
dation  effort  at  Southeastern.  Special 
events  have  been  planned  for  seasonal 
emphases,  with  a  regular  schedule  for 
the  entire  year. 

Orientation  Week  was  full  of  activity, 
with  Open  House  and  refreshments;  a 
“Four  Bit”  supper;  Vesper  Service;  and 
(always)  snacks! 

A  Retreat  was  held  in  September,  and 
October,  appropriately,  was  the  time  for 
the  “Oktoberfest.”  November’s  calendar 
includes  a  hay  ride  and  weiner  roast; 
December  is  Advent  Celebration;  and 


another  Retreat  will  be  held  in  February. 

Ken  says  that  the  Student  Center  is 
always  open.  Bible  Study  is  held  each 
Wednesday,  late  afternoon;  and  Vespers 
are  regularly  held  on  Sundays,  with 
fellowship  and  snack  time  afterwards. 

First  Church,  Hammond  holds  a 
special  Church  School  class  for  college 
students;  and  a  young  adult  Fellowship 
Class  is  held  at  the  First  Christian 
Church  in  Hammond. 

Other  programs  are  being  developed, 
and  interest  is  spreading. 

Southern  University, 

Baton  Rouge 

Freddie  Henderson,  who  is  Campus 
Minister  at  Southern  University,  sees  the 
Wesley  Foundation  as  "A  new 
creation  ...  A  caring  ministry  ...  A 
place  to  grow  ...  A  place  for 
dialogue  ...  A  family  affair  .  .  .” 

The  Wesley  Foundation  at  Southern  is 
a  ministry  designed  to  deal  creatively 
with  problems  within  the  University 
Community  and  to  celebrate  the 
possibilities  of  authentic  life. 

Among  the  many  activities  of  Wesley 
Foundation  at  SU  are:  student  Rap 
sessions  each  Monday;  Bible  Study 
seminars;  group  encounters;  Black 
Awareness  and  Black  Studies;  marriage 
and  family  counseling;  weddings;  crisis 
counseling;  Christian  worship,  film  fests 
and  discussions  and  retreats. 

A  big  new  event  is  in  the  making:  the 
contract  for  the  new  Wesley  Foundation 
is  about  to  “be  let”  and  much  excitement 
surrounds  this  Conference  Project. 


Freddie  Henderson,  Campus  Minister, 
Southern  University.  Baton  Rouge. 

The  Uniting  Campus 
Ministry  at  LSU 

With  an  enrollment  of  more  than  24,000 
students  at  LSU,  the  United  Methodist 
and  Presbyterian  campus  ministry 
center  at  LSU  has,  in  the  words  of 
Director  Will  Finnin,  Jr.  “.  .  .  returned 
to  normal  —  busy!” 

Meeting  regularly  are  committees  of 
The  New  Playwrights  Theatre,  a 
workshop  producing  original  plays. 
Social  events  are  in  full  swing,  and 
Worship  Services  are  held  regularly  on 
Sunday  evenings.  Special  worshij)  events 
were  held  during  the  first  days  of  school. 

A  feature  of  the  Fall  calendar  is  a 
series  of  weekly  Biblical  Studies 


Entrance  of  The  Uniting  Campus 
Ministry  Center,  LSU.  Baton  Rouge. 


Seminars.  Leaders  are  ministers  and  lay 
persons  of  the  Baton  Rouge  area. 

The  Fall  has  also  seen  the  convening  of 
an  interdisciplinary  and  inter¬ 
professional  non-student  issues  and 
action  group  called  the  “Wholistic 
Society.”  Fine  Arts  events  are  also 
sponsored,  and  the  campus  minister  is 
again  participating  as  an  adjunct  staff 
member  at  the  LSU  Student  Counseling 
Center  at  the  LSU  Infirmary.  This  year, 
two  new  staff  assistants  are  augmenting 
the  programming  capacity  of  TUCM 
Center  at  LSU. 


Will  Finnin,  Jr.,  in  commenting  on  his 
work,  says,  ”...  The  church’s  ministry 
at  this  center  reaches  into  the  University 
to  touch  the  lives  of  students,  faculty  and 
university  staff  and  into  the  church  and 
Baton  Rouge  community  to  involve  a 
wide  range  of  persons  in  programs  at  the 
Center.  TUCM  continues  to  be  a  bridge 
between  church,  university  and  com¬ 
munity  in  Baton  Rouge. 

Campus  Ministry  — 
Tulane  University 

In  New  Orleans  the  Board  of  Directors 
for  United  Methodist  Ministries  in  Higher 
Education  is  currently  undertaking  a 
new  approach  at  interpretation.  Helping 
to  carry  on  the  Campus  Ministry 
program  at  Tulane  University  (and 
Newcomb)  is  Roy  Nash. 

Priorities  for  the  Campus  Ministry 
revolve  around  the  following :  providing 
counseling  and  caring  ministry  for 
persons  in  the  higher  education  com¬ 
munity;  pursuing  a  ministry  of  theologi¬ 
cal  education  wherein  the  bridges  be¬ 
tween  faith  and  learning  may  be  strength¬ 
ened  and  enriched;  establishing  com¬ 
munities  of  persons  to  be  involved  in  the 
many  activities;  promoting  an  ecumeni¬ 
cal  spirit  and  encouraging  teamwork 
within  other  denominational  ministries; 
providing  a  stronger  connection  and 
deeper  understanding  between  campus 
community  and  local  churches. 

UNO,  SU  in  New  Orleans, 
Delgado  Junior  College 

With  three  campuses  “under  his 
wing,"  Jerry  Fuller  is  a  busy  director. 
His  comment:  “It  is  a  real  joy  to  see 
students,  faculty,  staff  and  United 
Methodist  persons  working  together  in 
building  a  community  of  faith  through 
the  ministry  of  the  church  as  expressed 
by  the  campus  ministry  office.  Three 
goals  have  been  set  forth  for  the  1974-75 
college  year:  to  develop  a  quality 
religious  education  curriculum  for 
students  and  faculty/  staff;  to  care  for 
any  person  unconditionally;  and  to 
provide  a  place  where  students  can 
gather  for  counsel,  recreation,  rest  and 
fellowship. 

In  line  with  these  objectives,  the  ac¬ 
tivity  is  underway.  A  welcoming  party 
was  given  for  students  early  in  the  fall 
session.  Other  recreation  and  social 
activities  are  planned.  A  special  feature 
is  a  weekly  breakfast  event,  which  is  also 
a  time  for  fellowship  and  featured 
speakers.  A  seminar  on  Christian  Ethics 
is  held  every  other  week.  Worship, 
meditation,  religious  encouragement  are 
all  a  part  of  the  program. 

Coffee  hours,  luncheons,  informal  rap 
sessions  —  are  a  part  of  the  program 
which  Jerry  Fuller  is  heading.  He  also 
holds  a  Vesper  Service  each  Sunday, 
followed  by  a  fellowship  time. 

Some  other  items  on  the  format  are: 
Young  Married  program;  community 
service;  developing  programs  to  meet 
the  needs  of  the  variety  of  students  on  the 
three  campuses. 


Appropriately,  Jerry  has  this  to  say: 
“.  .  .  We  who  are  more  directly  involved 
in  the  active  ministry  on  our  state 
campuses  express.  .  .  our  deep  ap¬ 
preciation  for  your  prayers  and  your 
gifts.  We  earnestly  hope  and  believe  that 
our  work  together  will  produce  a  good 
fruit  in  the  spirit  of  God’s  Kingdom.” 


“Jerry”  Fuller  —  Director  of  three 
New  Orleans  campus  ministries. 

Northeast  Louisiana  University 
Monroe 

The  major  emphasis  of  Wesley 
Foundation  at  Northeast  is  worship.  The 
service  on  Sunday  morning  is  one  of 
traditional  format  with  contemporary 
readings  and/  or  traditional  readings. 
The  service  is  designed  for  the  campus 
mind  and  attracts  several  hundred 
college  students. 

In  keeping  with  the  strong  emphasis  of 
being  the  Church  on  campus,  services  of 
holy  matrimony  are  celebrated  (when 
the  occasion  arises),  and  married 
students  frequently  bring  their  children 
to  be  baptized. 

This  Fall,  a  series  of  films  entitled 
“Learning  to  Live”  using  transactional 
analysis  as  its  basis,  has  met  with  en¬ 
thusiastic  response  from  all  sections  of 
the  campus.  Jim  Wilson,  Campus 
Minister,  says,  “The  year  has  started  on 
a  very  high  note,  and  we  trust  will  con¬ 
tinue  as  such.” 


Northeast  Louisiana  University  Camp¬ 
us  Church. 


Notes  on  Other  Campus 
Ministry  Activity 
In  addition  part-time  campus  minis¬ 
ters  are:  Bill  Eubanks,  LSU-Eunice; 
James  Poole,  and  Martha  Davies,  LSU- 
Shreveport,  LSU  Medical  School  and 
Southern  U.,  both  at  Shreveport;  Mary 
Robertson,  Nicholls  State,  Thibodaux. 

An  interdenominational,  Ecumenical 
effort  is  carried  on  at  Grambling  College. 
The  student  work  on  our  church-related 
campuses,  Centenary  and  Dillard  is 
carried  on  through  the  Chaplain’s  staff 
and  the  Departments  of  Religion,  and 
part  time  at  Dillard  is  Nathan  Daniels. 


\ 
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Larry  Robertson  —  part-time  director, 
Nicholls. 


Student  leaders  at  Southeastern,  Hammond,  planning  Homecoming.  L  to  r: 
Jeanette  Boyd,  Janet  Singletary,  Paul  Wesley,  Ruth  Wesley. 
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Bishop’s  Message 

As  we  move  toward  a  great  year  of  evangelism  in  1975,  two  subjects  have 
surfaced  These  need  comment 

The  first  is  that  we  are  playing  no  numbers  games  There  it  no  effort  what¬ 
soever  to  make  this  a  statistical  boasting  match  (considering  the  attitude  of  the 
church  generally,  there’s  not  much  real  danger  of  this  anyway  )  The  basic 
effort  is  to  reach  people,  to  witness  to  people,  to  share  with  people,  to  offer  the 
fellowship  of  God  s  love  through  the  church  to  people  As  your  chief  shepherd. 
I  am  asking  for  reports  on  numerical  profiles  of  our  congregations  -  such 
monthly  reports  merely  give  us  a  hint  of  areas  of  greatest  need  where,  in  turn, 
greatest  help  may  be  offered  Yet  we  want  the  giving  of  these  profiles  to 
produce  no  rivalries,  no  statistics  worshipping,  no  competitiveness  We  do 
know  that  an  aroused  evangelistic  consciousness  in  general  will  reflect  itself  in 
expanding  numbers,  and  we  are  interested  in  the  numerical  strengthening  of 
our  congregations  hence  the  mention  of  numbers  We  have  the  same  interest 
in  numbers  as  is  reflected  in  Jesus'  parable  of  the  Lost  Sheep  There  were 
ninety  nine  in  the  fold,  but  one  was  away  in  the  wilderness.  (In  order  to  know 
that .  somebody  had  to  count  •  We  have  the  same  interest  as  our  Lord  and  for  the 
same  reason 

The  second  subject  has  to  do  with  differing  forms  and  methodologies  Each 
congregation  is  asked  to  study  itself,  its  needs,  its  opportunities,  its  unique 
responsibilities,  its  resources,  and  to  devise  whatever  it  believes  is  most  valid 
to  fulfil  in  evangelistic  mission  therefrom  This,  of  course,  is  in  addition  to  those 
standard  expectations  as  set  forth  by  the  General  Conference  in  the  organized 
structure  of  every  United  Methodist  congregation  It  has  been  discovered 
indeed,  that  some  of  our  own  congregations  have  either  not  known  or  have 
ignored  such  basic  items  as  the  organization  of  a  commission  on  evangelism 
the  holding  of  confirmation  classes,  etc  Hence  the  chart  on  standards  of  ex 
cellence  which  gives  opportunity  for  creative  and  innovative  work  and  asks  for 
basic  United  Methodist  foundations  in  such  work  Each  congregation  and 
preacher  is  therefore  expected  to  do  certain  basic  things  plus  the  unique 
creative  thing  they  themselves  devise 

The  World  Methodist  Council  now  calls  us  to  evangelism  The  Jerusalem 
Conference  of  1974  likew  ise  calls  us  The  Council  of  Bishops  is  asking  that  this 
be  made  a  primary-  emphasis  for  the  quadrennium  1976-90  Our  own  Annual 
Conference  has  called  us  to  evangelise  and  I.  as  your  bishop,  pray  that  you  may 
make  this  ynur  great  concern 

Faithfully 

Flni*  A.  Crutchfield  ]/ 


Council  on  Ministries 
to  held  fall  meeting. 

Decern  her  6-7 

Dr  George  F  Pearce,  Jr  .  chairman  of 
the  Conference  Council  on  Ministries,  has 
announced  that  the  meeting  of  the 
Council  will  br  held  December  6  and  7  at 
First  Church  Alexandria  The  meeting 
will  begin  with  supper  at  6  30  on  Friday 
evening.  December  6.  and  will  conclude 
at  3  P  M  on  Saturday,  December  7 
Meals  will  be  served  (excluding  break 
faat  i  at  First  Church 

In  keeping  with  a  new  policy  on  travel 
expenses,  members  are  urged  to  travel 
in  car  pools  and  to  make  meal  reeer 
vat  ions  immediately 

The  Executive  Committee  of  the 
Council  will  meet  at  5  P  M  on  December 
« 


Member  a  and  /rlends  of  th e  WYO  (  Was 
Voun#  Once  I  o/  Fir*  Church.  Houma. 
were  entertained  recently  by  Mr*  fluth 
f'oller  son  with  a  luncheon  at  Yot's 
Plantation  Club  and  a  tour  of  th e  home  of 
Mr  and  Mr*  C.  R  Patfereon.  Jr  Shown 
here  ie  a  pari  o/  the  group  a f  M  port one 
who  attended 

Christman  cards 
for  Angola 


Chaplain  Hrrtrand  Griffin  of  th* 
Louuunn  Suit  Pnulmlur?.  Angola 
has  wauod  a  roquoal  for  <  hnalmaa  rarck 
for  th*  inmalea 

Chaplain  Griffin  wrtloa  "W*  of  Ih* 
ChnpUlna  Strvle*  hrr*  al  Ih*  txiuialan* 
Statr  Htnitentiar)  hr.nl>  than*  all  of 
Ih*  many  L'mud  Machodiata  who  an 
awarad  our  coll  lor  (hrlaUnt*  rank  a 
yaarago  Now  It  la  lima  lor  ua  to  aak  your 
indulganca  .me*  mora  PI****  aand  as 
many  carifc  an  you  can  lor  dialrlbution  to 
Ih*  Initial**  ao  that  thay  too  may  br  ablr 
to  npraaa  thatr  Joy  and  pane*  to  thoaa 
thay  leva  al  Chriatma*  lima  Thank  you 
lor  whoiavar  you  ahnra  " 

All  contribution*  ahould  b*  addraoacd 
lo 

Bertrand  Griffin 
ProtasUnl  Chaplain 
L  SUta  Penitentiary 
Angola  Louialana  70711 

Want  to  sing'/ 

The  Veterans  Administration  Hospital 
Shreveport,  la  now  scheduling  choirs  to 
carol  at  the  hospital  December  16-10 
Chain  and  youth  groups  interested  In 
participating  in  the  caroling  program 
should  contact  the  Chaplains  Office 


Confwrnce  Board  of  Laity 
schedules  meeting 
December  7  and  8 

Tom  H  Matheny.  Conference  Lay 
Leader,  has  announced  the  dates  of 
December  7lh  and  Bh  for  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Conference  Board  of  the 
Laity  This  meeting  is  scheduled  to  begin 
shortly  after  the  conclusion  of  the  Council 
on  Ministries  meeting  The  Laity 
meeting  will  be  held  at  First  Church, 
Alexandria 

A  dinner  meeting  at  the  Plantation 
Manor.  December  7th,  will  be  a  highlight 
of  the  occasion 

Magnolia  (.hur<h 
celebrate*  62  yeur* 

The  Magnolia  Church  of  Johnson 
Ridge ,  Thibodaux ,  celebrated  Ita  62  years 
of  service  with  a  special  Anniversary 
observation  on  November  20  The  Rev 
Taft  Bowie,  pastor,  notes  that  the  church 
has  paid  all  of  Ms  indebtedness  and  plans 
are  now  underway  for  enlargement 


Laity  Sunday  observed  at  Hodge 


baity  Sunday  at  Hod**  Churcb  wa*  highlighted  with  lay  portialpant*  Sfiou 
her,,  from  left  Max  RoNnaon;  James  Wood,;  Dr  E.  H  Mlnehtw.  head  of  tl 
Speech  Department  at  Louisiana  Tech,  guest  speaker,  B.  E.  Hathaway,  Sr..  l< 
leader,  who  ted  the  tervicet;  and  the  Rev  Chrh  Andrews,  pastor 


“Salvaging  human  lives”  —Methodist  Home 


Hospital  provides  extra  service  for  society 


No.  7  In  Louisiana  agency  series 

"When  you  see  how  the  kids  blossom 
out."  you  know  you  are  getting  results! 
This  is  the  observation  expressed  by  the 
Rev  Richard  Walton.  Superintendent  of 
the  Methodist  Home  Hospital  in  New 
Orleans 

The  Methodist  Home  Hospital  has  been 
getting  results  for  almost  a  century,  but 
in  different  facets  of  human  welfare! 
Today  it  serves  abandoned,  abused, 
needy  and  neglected  children  on  a  short* 
term  basis,  until  their  lives  and  the  lives 
of  their  families  can  be  improved  to  the 
point  of  return 

It  became  this  type  of  care  center  in 
1973.  when  the  Conference  voted  to  utilize 
the  already  existing  facilities  for  this 
purpose  But  its  history  goes  back  to  the 
1880  s,  when  it  was  established  It  was 
operated  interdenominationally  until 
1918.  when  it  became  Methodist,  and  in 
the  1920's,  the  two  Mississippi  Con¬ 
ferences  became  a  part  of  its  supporting 
effort  The  operation  was  changed  to  its 
present  status  last  year 

Today,  this  modem  facility  functions 
as  a  receiving  home  for  the  neglected 
children  who  are  cared  for  there, 
children  placed  by  authorized  persons 
from  the  Division  of  Foster  Care  Services 
of  the  State  of  Louisiana  These  children 
come  from  the  four  Parishes  of  Orleans, 
Jefferson.  Plaquemines,  and  .St.  Ber 
nard  Support  comes  in  part  from  the 
Department  of  Public  Welfare  of 
Louisiana  and  from  our  Louisiana 
Conference 

Under  this  arrangement,  the  State 
actually  ’’purchases"  care,  which 
amounts  to  about  60  per  cent  of  the  total 
coat  The  Conference  contributes  ap¬ 
proximately  30  per  cent,  and  additional 


expenses  are  met  through  interest  from 
legacies  and  outside  gifts,  the  two 
making  up  about  ten  percent 

The  Annual  Conference  annually  ap¬ 
propriates  $6,000,  and  Church  giving 
adds  to  Conference  support  A  special 
offering  (which  will  be  taken  on  De¬ 
cember  15 1  asks  for  an  amount  equal  to  a 
mere  25  cents  per  member  Many  per 
sons  will  give  more,  some  will  give  none 
Every  sensitive  church  member  is  asked 
to  contribute  something 

If  every  church  member  had  —  or 
would  take  —  the  time  to  visit  the  Home 
Hospital,  giving  to  its  support  would 
become  a  priority  Here  one  will  find,  at 
any  given  time,  about  50  children, 
ranging  in  ages  from  two  to  fourteen, 
with  the  largest  number  in  the  8-10  years 
group  Very  seldom  are  the  children 
above  12  years  of  age 

Since  the  first  child  was  admitted  on 
July  16,  1973,  almost  300  children  from 
the  four  Panshes  have  been  cared  for 
The  average  stay  is  about  two  and  one 
half  months,  and  in  a  great  many  cases 
they  return  home,  on  the  recom 
mendation  of  the  caseworker  In  other 
instances,  some  are  sent  to  a  permanent 
Foster  Home  or  to  a  Group  Facility 
Some  are  sent  to  a  treatment  center  for 
further  or  more  intensive  or  special  care 

The  Reverend  Mr  Walton,  who  is  in 
charge  of  this  Home,  points  out  that  the 
“.  primary  responsibility  of  the  Home 
is  to  provide  Tender  Loving  Care."  One 
can  readily  surmise  that  he.  and  his  co¬ 
worker.  Mrs  Walton,  are  experts  at 
providing  the  example  for  this  "TLC.” 
Dickie  Walton  emphasizes  "One  of  our 
real  services  is  salvaging  human  lives" 


Worship  services  aro  a  part  of  tho  prog  ram  of  the  Homo  Horo  are  a  group  during 
services  conducted  by  volunteers  from  Rayne  Memorial  Church 


Helen  Walton, 
who  supervises 
dietetics  and 
housekeeping  at 
Methodist  Home 
Hospital.  Is  shown 
here  with  her 
husband,  the  Rev. 
Richard  Walton, 
superintendent. 
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for  society  If  something  isn't  done  for 
these  children  at  this  point  in  their  lives, 
they  might  very  well  end  up  in  penal  or 
mental  institutions  ’’  He  notes  that  until 
the  abusive  parent  and  the  irresponsible 
parent  are  elinated,  the  need  for  this  type 
of  service  will  continue. 

In  addition  to  the  Reverend  and  Mrs. 
Walton,  the  staff  consists  of  25  child  care 
workers  There  are  also  office  staff, 
housekeepers,  cooks,  and  a  maintenance 
engineer  The  ratio  of  professional  staff 
to  the  children  is  very  high,  since  these 
children  are  so  badly  in  need  of  in¬ 
dividualized  attention  Shelter,  food, 
medical  needs  are  all  provided  for 
Through  agreement  with  a  Pediatrics 
Group,  they  receive  the  medical  at¬ 
tention  called  for.  with  this  care  being 
paid  for  by  the  State.  Educational  needs 
are  met  in  the  neighborhood  school  for 
those  of  school  age  Child  care  workers 
escort  them  to  and  from  the  Home 
Kindergarten  and  nursery  age  are  cared 
for  in  special  programs  within  the  Home 

Volunteers  from  area  churches  and/ 
or  the  local  community  have  been 
responsive  to  the  needs,  by  providing 
care,  gifts,  and  services  The  Home  also 
operates  a  summer  program,  where 
students  lead  in  arts,  crafts,  and 
recreation  A  Women's  Auxiliary,  "tied 
in"  with  local  UMW  groups,  is  composed 
of  representatives  from  each  unit  and 
others  who  help  to  promote  the  life  and 
work  of  the  Home  Hospital.  Youth  groups 


When  you  see  this  symbol  remember 
the  two  priorities  Evangelism  and 
Concern  for  Persons  (L  Ray  Branton, 
Director  Conference  COM) 


also  give  their  time  and  services 

Mr  Walton  is  enthusiastic  about  the 
Home  Hospital  and  what  it  is  doing  for 
the  children  who  are  brought  there  At 
the  same  time,  he  sees  a  pressing  need 
for  additional,  similar  facilities  in  other 
places  This  is  the  only  facility  of  its  kind 
in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  and  the  need,  he 
feels  is  great  everywhere.  It  may  be 
accentuated  in  metropolitan  areas,  but 
abused,  abandoned,  neglected  and  needy 
children  are,  unhappily,  found  every¬ 
where 


Methodist  Home  Hospital 
Sunday  December  15 

Mr  Walton,  in  a  recent  telephone 
conv  ersation,  stated  "If  there  are 
persons  who  did  not  get  a  letter 
with  a  request  card  for  brochures 
and  envelopes,  please  notify”  him 
at  Box  15109,  New  Orleans.  l*a. 
70175 

Caring  is  a  start  Sharing  is  a 
long  stride  forward! 


Bishop  Crutchfield  named 

Bishop  Finis  A  Crutchfield  has  been 
elected  by  the  Council  of  Bishops  to  the 
General  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry,  with  special  assignment  to  the 
Section  on  Chaplains 

This  significant  Section  now  lists  a 
total  of  778  Chaplains,  not  including 
university  chaplains  There  are.  ac 
cording  to  latest  figures  available,  487 
United  Methodist  chaplains  in  the 
military  and  291  United  Methodist  in¬ 
stitutional  chaplains. 


jYpm-  tax  ruling 
affects  churches 

The  Louisiana  Conference  l  nance  nor. 
W  D  Cotton,  has  advised  of  a  recent  tax 
ruling  which  may  affect  our  churches 

Mr  Cotton  s  statement  reads,  in  part 
the  IRS  granted  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference  and  its  affiliated 
churches  a  tax  exemption  on  August  18, 
1972.  but  since  that  date,  the  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  and  its  af¬ 
filiated  organizations  were  exempt  from 
tax  under  the  tax  code,  and  by  reason  of 
such  ruling  for  the  general  church,  the 
ruling  made  to  our  Annual  Conference  is 
thereby  superceded  .  If  any  of  our 
local  churches  have  any  tax  problems, 
they  should  claim  exemption  under  the 
ruling  of  October  16. 1974,  rather  than  the 
ruling  to  our  Conference  of  August  18. 
1972 

"I  would  further  interpret  this  as 
making  it  no  longer  necessary  for  us  to 
make  an  annual  report  to  the  IRS  as  we 
have  done  in  the  pasl" 


1975  Circulation  Campaign 
January  19  -  Februart  I  I 


Kindergarten  children  look  happy  with  Sandra  Rou setts.  Child  Care  Worker 

Mt.  Herman  Church ,  Kentwood ,  Louisiana  United  Methodists 


marks  J  00 years  of  l if t\  service 


The  Mt  Her m on  Church.  Kentwood, 
celebrated  its  first  100  years  last  Sep 
tember  The  membership  of  35  was 
swelled  by  another  137  registered  guests 
at  the  Morning  Worship  Service  and  the 
old  fashion  dinner  on  the  ground  that 
followed.  Among  the  guests  were  Bishop 
and  Mrs  Finis  A  Crutchfield,  with 


Bishop  Crutchfield  preaching 
Mrs  Ann  Powell,  who  played  the  organ 
for  the  occasion,  is  a  fifth  generation 
descendent  of  one  of  the  early  church 
organizers.  Warren  J  Alford.  In  keeping 
with  the  100-Year  celebration,  a  Year 
Book  has  been  published,  and  is  entering 
its  second  printing 


lead  in  help  to  Honduras, 
plan  work  learn 

Bishop  Finis  A  Crutchfield  and  Mr 
Hubert  Blanchard,  chairman  of  the 
Conference  Disaster  Relief  Committee, 
announce  that  Honduran  Relief  funds, 
recently  collected  and  continuing  to 
come  in,  enable  the  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference  to  lead  all  other  conferences  in 
the  United  Methodist  Church  in  gifts  to 
this  worthy  effort 

Most  of  the  funds  go  directly  to  UM- 
COR  for  Honduran  relief,  but  $6,000  of  the 
offering  asked  for  by  Bishop  Crutchfield 
prior  to  the  UMCOR  appeal,  has  been 
earmarked  for  the  purchase  of  materials 
and  supplies  to  be  used  by  a  Louisiana 
Methodist  Work  Camp  in  the  restoration 
of  churches  and  other  facilities.  The 
Reverend  Augie  Aamodt  is  leading  a 
work  camp  to  Honduras  this  winter  The 
camp's  personnel  will  include  a  number 
of  Louisiana  Methodists  who  are  ex¬ 
pressing  to  conference  leadership  their 
gratitude  for  this  help  for  their  work 
camp  The  group  will  labor  on  an  island 
immediately  off  the  coast  of  Honduras 
where  the  devastation  was  indescribable 
and  the  suffering  intensive  Many  of  the 
people  on  this  island  happen  to  be 
members  of  the  Methodist  Church. 


Among  the  guests  for  the  Mt.  Hermon  Centennial  were  former  ministers  Carey  A. 
Martin.  C.  J.  T.  Cotten.  John  Casey,  Vernon  Fairley,  and  Edwin  Sylvest.  Sr.;  Alto. 
Bishop  Finis  A  Crutchfield ;  Hammond  District  Superintendent  William  Fraser. 
Splller  Milton,  pastor  of  the  church. 


PAGE 

\SSV.V.SWS\\\\\WS\%%W.V.V.SW.' 


■  Editorials 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


NOVEMBER  29. 1974 


Here  I  Stand 


‘Maybe  next  year’  is  not  enough  Relieiositv  and  the  nnhlir  srhnnh 

Should  Christians  accept  an  official  more  we  have  than  other  nations.  Let  us  »  ttltU/  I/Wt/ttly  U/UW 

nnvernmonl  rinlieu  uihieb  ockrc  Iho  tuvtnlo  not  nt  nilt  that  hnth  RVaneo  and  Panada  v  -®- 


Should  Christians  accept  an  official 
government  policy  which  asks  the  people 
of  the  starving  nations  of  the  world  to 
look  at  the  sunken  faces  and  bloated 
stomachs  of  their  children  and  say. 
"Maybe  next  year"? 

That  seems  to  be  what  our  federal 
government  is  asking  us  to  go  along  with 
in  a  program  United  States  representa 
tivcs  backed  at  the  recently  completed 
World  Pood  Conference  in  Rome  (See 
TM/UMR  Nov.  22  and  elsewhere  in  this 
issue)  While  listening  to  the  desperate 
pleas  from  32  nations  of  hungry  people 
for  immediate  aid  against  starvation, 
American  representatives  backed  and 
helped  pass  a  blueprint  for  a  campaign 
against  hunger  which  provides  no  im¬ 
mediate  relief  for  the  starving. 

The  theory  behind  it  all  seemed  sound 
enough:  We  need  to  help  people  learn  to 
feed  themselves  rather  than  always 
giving  them  food.  Yet  such  a  theory  is 
little  more  than  immoral  unless  it  is 
coupled  with  food  now  for  those  who 
won’t  be  alive  next  year  or  even  next 
month. 

The  backing  of  this  World  Food  Con¬ 
ference  proposal  along  with  the  refusal  of 
our  federal  government  to  increase 
immediate  food  grain  aid  on  its  own.  will 
go  down  in  history  as  one  of  our  nation's 
(lark  hours.  In  the  face  of  figures  which 
show  that  America  could  feed  the  entire 
imputations  of  the  32  hardest  hit  countries 
by  just  cutting  its  own  food  consumption 
by  five  per  cent  next  year,  we  have  opted 
to  sit  on  our  food  supply. 

President  Gerald  Ford  and  Secretary 
of  Agriculture  Earl  Butz  point  out  a  lot  of 
very  good  economic  reasons  why  we 
cannot  help  our  starving  neighbors.  They 
(mint  to  our  own  economic  queasiness 
and  tell  us  that  if  we  export  wheat  our 
bread  will  cost  us  a  dollar  a  loaf  at  home. 
They  tell  us  that  in  the  process  of  trying 
to  feed  the  starving  we  will  face  more 
inflation  and  higher  prices. 

We  need  to  point  out  to  President  Ford 
and  Secretary  Butz  that  we  are  willing  to 
make  that  sacrifice.  We  need  to  let  them 
know  that  Christian  love  has  more  to  do 
with  feeding  the  hungry  than  padding  the 
lives  of  the  overprivileged. 

Our  federal  officials  point  out  that  we 
are  already  doing  more  to  feed  the 
hungry  of  the  world  than  any  other 
nation. 

Let  us  point  out  to  them  how  much 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


more  we  have  than  other  nations.  Let  us 
point  out  that  both  France  and  Canada 
contribute  more  of  their  gross  national 
products  to  fight  hunger  each  year  than 
we  do. 

Secretary  Butz  claims  that  those  who 
ask  us  to  give  more  food  grain  to  the 
starving  people  of  the  world  are  "playing 
politics"  with  hunger. 

Let  us  ask  him  to  look  at  the  politics 
involved  in  a  government  policy  which 
sends  50  per  cent  of  all  foreign  food  aid  to 
military  and  political  centers  supported 
by  the  United  States  and  more  than  half 
of  our  exportable  fertilizer  to  South 
Vietnam. 

The  truth  is,  we  are  giving  a  little  and 
taking  credit  for  a  lot.  We  are  drinking 
from  the  brim  and  giving  from  the  dregs 

Americans  are  to  have  another  chance 
to  provide  immediate  relief  for  the 
starving  during  a  conference  Nov.  29 
arranged  to  help  fill  the  void  left  at  the 
Rome  meeting.  Although  there  is  no  way 
to  regain  the  lives  already  lost  because  of 
inaction  on  our  part,  we  as  Christians  can 
begin  using  our  influence  to  start  an 
immediate  flow  of  food  to  the  hungry. 

The  self  serving  policies  we  now  are 
operating  under  are  not  fooling  the 
world,  so  let  us  not  fool  ourselves.  We 
need  to  say  from  our  pulpits  and  in  letters 
to  our  congressmen  that  we  will  have  no 
part  of  America’s  "maybe  next  year" 
policy  on  food  relief  and  do  all  we  can  to 
see  that  policy  immediately  ended. 

Christ  has  made  no  commandment 
that  we  be  comfortable;  but  he  has  told 
us  to  love  our  neighbors  as  ourselves.  Let 
us  get  on  with  it. 


By  JOHN  W.  YEATES 

The  controversy  about  prayer  and 
devotional  Bible  reading  in  the  public 
schools  is  seemingly  an  endless  one. 
Although  the  courts  have  made  it  clear 
that  such  practices  are  illegal,  many 
citizens  are  constantly  urging  school 
officials  to  break  the  law's.  Furthermore, 
other  well-meaning  persons  are  working 
hard  to  elicit  support  for  new  laws  or 
amendments  which  will  either  allow  or 
require  the  schools  to  sponsor  religious 
exercises. 

In  the  interest  of  both  religion  and 
education  In  America,  we  must 
adamantly  resist  the  effort  to  make  even 
the  most  elementary  ceremonies  of 
worship  a  part  of  the  school  curriculum. 
To  oppose  prayer  and  Bible  reading  in 
our  schools  is  not  an  anti-religious  act.  It 
is  an  act  which  is  taken  in  the  interest  of 
preserving  our  freedoms.  And  it  is  in  the 
context  of  freedom  that  a  vital  religion 
such  as  Christianity  can  best  survive. 

There  are  several  valid  reasons  why 
certain  religious  people  refuse  to  ap¬ 
prove  devotional  practices  in  the  schools 
even  at  the  risk  of  being  called  “secular" 
or  “atheistic.” 

No  religion  should  be  forced 

First,  such  practices  work  counter  to 
the  spirit  of  democracy.  If  our  freedom  of 
religion  is  to  be  maintained,  we  must  be 
free  from  having  any  particular  type  of 
religion  forced  on  us  in  our  institutions 
through  either  law  or  custom.  The  so- 
called  "majority  rule"  concept  which  is 
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given  as  an  excuse  for  allowing  devotions 
in  the  school  is  misinterpretation  of  the 
basic  rights  which  are  guaranteed  to  all 
Americans.  A  majority  may  very  well 
elect  a  candidate  to  office,  but  a  majority 
has  no  right  to  vote  away  one's  freedom 
of  religion  any  more  than  it  has  a  right  to 
vote  away  one’s  right  to  live,  to  vote,  or 

Members  of  the  Christian  religion,  who 
say  that  the  majority  in  communities 
should  decide  if  it  wants  religion  in  the 
schools,  often  assume  that  all  areas  are 
populated  by  Christians.  If  they  lived 
where  large  segments  of  the  school 
children  as  well  as  the  school  officials 
were  members  of  non-Christian 
religions,  they  might  think  more  deeply 
about  the  matter.  One  should  remember 
that  there  are  approximately  100,000 
Buddhists  in  the  United  States.  Should 
the  school  boards  in  a  predominately 
Buddhist  area  be  allowed  to  read  their 
religious  literature  devotionally  and  to 
require  their  prayers  in  schools?  This 
would  be  offensive  to  many  Christians. 
Then  why  not  be  satisfied  to  let  members 
of  other  religions  retain  their  rights  to  be 
free  from  Christian  worship  practices? 

Someone  always  brings  up  the  idea  of 
dismissing  those  of  the  minority  religion 
who  do  not  want  to  participate  in  the 
worship  of  the  majority.  This  practice 
was  rejected  by  the  courts  for  being  an 
insidious  expulsion  of  children  from  a 
group  because  of  differences  in  belief. 
The  damage  that  this  can  do  to  im¬ 
pressionable  minds  is  too  evident  to 
require  further  comment. 

Equal  time’  not  possible 

Often  it  is  argued  that  the  schools 
should  give  equal  time  to  all  religions, 
thereby  eliminating  controversy  about 
favoring  one  religion.  Even  if  such  were 
legal,  it  would  be  impossible.  If  each 
division  of  Christianity  alone  were  given 
one  minute  of  time  in  the  school,  five 
hours  of  each  school  day  would  be  con¬ 
sumed  by  the  300  different  sects. 

"But,”  someone  argues,  “why  not  read 
religious  works  without  comment  for  the 
moral  edification  of  the  students." 
Teachers  can  see  the  shallowness  of  this 
argument,  pointing  out  the  negative 
educational  effect  of  reading  something 
without  discussion.  Also,  historically  the 
reading  of  the  Bible  without  comment 
has  not  in  itself  been  a  non-controversial 


Local  churches  should  have  vote  on  issues 


Fo  the  Editor: 

It  seems  reasonable  to  expect  most 

'lited  Methodists  to  agree  that  there  are 

>me  social  and  political  issues  on  which 
it  is  appropriate  for  the  church  to  take  a 
definite  stand.  However,  when  the 
General  Conference,  or  any  other  agency 
of  the  church  presumes  to  speak  for  the 
entire  membership,  or  claims  to  be  ut¬ 
tering  the  prophetic  word  of  God’, 
credulity  is  undercut  dramatically  by  the 
substitution  of  episcopacy  for 
democracy.  There  is  a  disturbing 
element  of  dishonesty  in  presenting  the 
opinions  of  a  highly  verbal  minority  as 
the  official  voice  of  more  than  ten  million 
Methodists.  If  church  leaders  deem  it 
appropriate  to  exert  political  and  social 
pressures  on  democratically  elected 
governmental  officials,  the  church 
should  first  demonstrate  some  true 
democracy. 

We  suggest  there  is  a  definite  need  for 
an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  which  would 
mprove  the  effectiveness  of  the  church’s 
influence  on  government.  The  amend¬ 
ment  should  require  that  all  political  and 
social  resolutions  adopted  by  any  agency 
of  the  church  first  be  submitted  to  the 
Administrative  Board  of  the  local 
congregations  for  ratification  by  a  two- 
thirds  majority  before  they  are  an¬ 
nounced  as  the  "official"  voice  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church. 

The  implementation  of  such  an 
amendment  should  reduce  significantly 
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astonished  and  resentful  when  they 
discover  the  nature  of  the  words  which 
have  been  “officially"  placed  in  their 
mouths.  Of  course,  this  restriction  would 
slow  the  processes  of  applying  the 
church's  influence.  But,  at  the  same  time 
it  would  provide  a  strong  incentive  for 
church  officials  to  abandon  their  ten¬ 
dencies  toward  the  use  of  coercive 
controls  in  favor  of  more  effective  per¬ 
suasive  leadership  through  education, 
communication,  information  and 
enlightenment.  It  might  even  improve 
the  church’s  general  financial  support  by 
providing  members  at  all  levels  with 
adequate  knowledge  and  understanding 
upon  which  to  base  their  confidence  and 
faith. 

Beverly  Poor 
.  Pueblo,  Colorado 

EDITOR’S  NOTE:  Ms.  Poor  was 
writing  as  a  representative  of  the 
“What’s  happening  here  and  now”  adult 
Sunday  School  Class  of  the  First  UMC  in 
Pueblo. 

'Poverty  meal9  disturbing 

To  the  Editor: 

"Board’s  efforts  to  consume  *poverty 
meal’  confounded”  in  TM/  UMR, 
November  1,  was  very  disturbing,  both 
because  of  the  meal  described  and 
because  of  the  broader  question  of 
whether  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
and  the  other  boards  have  to  meet  in  this 
type  of  hotel  at  all.  It  was  a  little 
reassuring  to  read  in  the  article  above 
that  the  board  passed  a  resolution  to  alter 
its  food  consumption  patterns  at  future 
meetings  to  provide  an  example  for  the 
rest  of  the  church. 

Unless  the  boards  can  set  an  example, 
using  less  expensive  quarters  as  well  as 
eating  less  and  lower  on  the  food  chain 
(not  roast  beef  for  a  poverty  meal),  then 
“World  Hunger"  for  a  quadrennial 
emphasis  is  a  farce. 

A  move  toward  austerity  on  the  part  of 
the  boards  would  also  make  it  more 
justifiable  to  expect  United  Methodists  to 
dig  deeper  into  their  pockets  for  ap¬ 
portionment  money. 

Shirley  Kellenbarger 
Seattle,  Washington 
Sign  makers  are  defended 
To  the  Editin': 

A  recent  letter  to  TM/  UMR  (Nov.  15 
issue)  criticized  the  grammar  of  the 
protest  signs  in  Kanawha  County,  W.  Va. 
In  tl*  midst  of  their  turmoil,  in  the 
middle  of  their  suffering  about  the  future 
of  their  children's  education,  in  their 
buttle  to  defend  what  they  feel  is  right,  it 
must  be  a  real  consolation  for  the  suf¬ 
fering  parents  to  know  that  someone  in 
Grand  Junction,  Colorado  (undoubtedly 
a  bastion  of  the  finer  things  in  life)  is  so 
concerned  about  their  grammar! 
Perhaps  Mr  Krey  could  channel  his 
interest  to  focus  on  the  protesters’ 
anguish. 

The  "English  skill  possessed  by  the 
majority  of  the  protesters  in  Kanawha 
County”  (Come  on,  now,  Mr.  Krey  —  two 
signs?)  should  not  concern  him  or  us  As 
Christians,  can’t  we  all  care  about 
people?  Which  is  worth  more,  a  split 
infinitive  or  a  broken  heart? 

Let’s  set  up  our  priorities. 

M.  G  Waggoner 
Lafayette,  Louisiana 


Nothing  wrong  with  book 
protesters'  spiritual  sense 

To  the  Editor: 

In  a  recent  issue  was  a  letter  from  a 
Colorado  reader  on  the  textbook  dispute 
in  Kanawha  County,  West  Virginia.  In 
this  letter  the  reader  poked  snide  fun  at 
what  was  to  him  the  abysmal  ignorance 
of  some  of  the  protesters  as  evidenced  by 
improper  spelling  on  some  signs  they 
carried. 

As  the  world  and  the  worldy  see  it, 
these  protesters  may  have  had  little  for¬ 
mal  education,  but,  what  is  of  more 
value,  there  was  nothing  wrong  with 
their  moral  sense.  Any  Christian  who 
read  the  account  on  page  61  in  the 
November  11  issue  of  the  U.S.  News  & 
World  Report  could  not  help  but  be  out¬ 
raged  by  the  irreverence  and  the 
repulsive  ideas  expressed  in  the  quoted 
excerpts. 

This  true  story  will  illustrate  my  point: 
The  late  Dwight  L.  Moody  had  little  for¬ 
mal  education,  but  he  was  on  fire  with 
zeal  for  God.  One  night  after  a  very 
successful  service  in  a  large  city,  a  well- 
dressed  man  came  forward,  introduced 
himself  and  said,  “Mr.  Moody,  you  bring 
a  powerful  message,  but  your  grammar 
leaves  much  to  be  desired."  To  which 
Mr.  Moody  replied,  “Sir,  I  serve  the  Lord 
with  all  1  have.  I  hope  you  do  the  same.” 

Mrs.  Jo  Lee  Rogers 

Knoxville.  Tennessee 
Decision  to  buy  toy  guns 
for  children  was  wrong 
To  the  Editor: 

I  respect  Bud  Herron’s  right  as  a 
parent  to  decide  what  is  best  for  his 
children  (TM/  UMR  Beat,  Nov.  15)  but  I 
cannot  agree  with  his  decision  to  buy  toy 
guns  for  his  children  on  the  grounds  that 
this  would  make  their  gun  play  somehow 
different  from  other  play  fantasies,  and 
hence  make  play  with  guns  more 
desirable. 

Let’s  face  it.  Playing  with  guns  is 
different  from  other  play.  Do  we  allow 
our  children  to  pretend  to  kill  each  other 
with  knives,  bludgeons,  or  other  in¬ 
struments?  Is  it  not  our  duty  as  parents 
to  guide  children's  play  into  lines  more  in 
keeping  with  Christ’s  teachings?  I  agree 
that  repression  of  angry  feelings  is 
dangerous,  but  more  dangerous  is  the 
implication  that  free  expression  of  anti¬ 
social  feelings  is  acceptable  behavior. 
Too  often  we  say  as  parents,  “How  can  I 
force  my  child  to  do  something  no  one 
else  does?  How  can  he  understand  it  as 
more  than  arbitrary  meanness  on  my 
part?"  Deep  down,  every  parent  knows 
that  the  answer  is  there,  only  it  is  dif¬ 
ficult;  our  own  caring  for  persons  must 
be  so  great  that  the  child  feels  the 
rightness  of  our  position. 

In  our  house,  real  or  pretended 
violence  is  not  allowed.  Persons  are 
affirmed;  feelings,  angry  or  otherwise, 
are  accepted  as  valuable  because  the 
person  they  come  from  is  valuable. 
Socially  unacceptable  behavior  coming 
from  angry  feelings  can  be  channeled 
into  constructive  activities. 

Yes,  I  do  have  something  against  guns, 
and  weapons  designed  to  take  life  in 
general.  But  only  the  gun  allows  us  to 
destroy  life  at  a  distance,  without  any 
need  to  confront  our  deed;  only  the  gun  so 


completely  destroys  our  own  humanity. 

Catherine  P.  Leonard 
Fort  Worth,  Texas 

Gospel  needed  at  school  too 

To  the  Editor: 

This  is  in  response  to  a  letter  from 
Allison  Lemon  (TM/  UMR,  Nov.  8)  on 
the  subject  of  prayers  in  schools.  Ms. 
Lemon  was  definitely  opposed.  I  fear  she 
is  forgetting  such  Biblical  guideposts  as 
expressed  in  II  Cor.  4:3,  Mark  16:15  and 
Acts  20:24.  We  are  to  share  the  Good 
News  with  all! 

Ms.  Lemon  says  she  is  “a  middle-aged 
WASP”;  I  am  older  than  she  —  an  adult 
convert  —  and  received  no  Christian 
instruction  as  a  child;  yet  I  still  have  a 
warm  feeling  when  I  recall  my  6th  grade 
teacher  reading  from  the  Bible  and 
leading  the  class  in  the  Lord’s  prayer 
each  morning. 

We  dare  not  deny  the  boys  and  girls  the 
opportunity  to  hear,  any  time  or  any 
place,  even  one  word  of  the  Good  News! 
It  may  be  the  only  opportunity  many  of 
them  will  ever  have.  May  God  forgive  us 
if  we  fail  Him  in  bringing  these,  his 
children,  into  the  knowledge  and 
fellowship  of  our  Lord,  and,  secondarily, 
help  to  build  a  truly  Christian  nation  in 
the  years  to  come. 

Evelyn  Nickerson 
St.  Petersburg,  Florida 

Earlier  Methodist  elected 

To  the  Editor: 

I  was  glad  to  read  the  story  regarding 
the  election  of  Rev.  Robert  W.  Edgar  to 
the  U.S.  Congress.  Evidently  he  will  be 
the  first  (United?)  Methodist  clergyman 
to  serve  In  the  Congress. 

However,  In  1865-6  Dr.  Andrew  Hunter, 
member  of  the  little  Rock  Conference, 
was  elected  by  the  Arkansas  State 
Legislature  to  the  U.S.  Senate.  When  his 
credentials  were  presented  to  the  U.S. 
Senate,  however,  he  was  turned  down  — 
as  were  many  others  from  the  South  at 
that  time  —  as  not  meeting  the 
specifications  of  the  post-Civil  War 
Congress  (see  Encyclopedia  of  World 
Methodism,  Vol.  1,  p.  1178). 

Walter  N.  Vernon 
Nashville,  Tennessee 

Unions'  right  to  kidnap 
businesses  via  strikes:  No 

To  the  Editor: 

Kidnapping  a  helpless  human  until  the 
suffering  family  pays  ransom  is  about 
the  most  shameful  of  all  social  sins.  But 
actually  is  it  not  just  as  antisocial  to 
kidnap  a  business  or  service  and  make 
society  suffer  until  the  demanded  ran¬ 
som  is  paid? 

Strikes,  whether  in  factory,  city  or 
school,  destroy  goodwill  and  cooperation 
and  promote  hostility,  bitterness.  Strikes 
carry  either  the  actuality  or  the  threat  of 
violence  and  sabotage.  Production  drops, 
inflation  soars,  everyone  suTTers. 
Workers  or  employers,  we  will  all  be  a  lot 
more  prosperous,  safer,  and  happier 
when  it  is  made  a  felony  to  conspire  to 
disrupt  any  lawful  business  or  service. 
Any  union  should  compete  for  public 
favor,  just  the  same  as  a  business  or  a 
farm  co-op. 

Right  to  quit,  yes!  Right  to  kidnap  for 
ransom,  no!  H .  W  Barton 

Escalon,  California 


"Here  1  Stand”  is  a  forum  througl 
which  TM/  UMR  readers  may  express 
their  concerns  and  opinions  about  the 
church. 

This  week’s  contributor.  Dr.  John  W. 
Yeates,  is  a  United  Methodist  minister 
who  heads  the  Education  Department  at 
the  University  of  North  Alabama 

issue.  In  Philadelphia,  in  1844,  where 
practically  everyone  at  the  time  sup¬ 
ported  Bible  reading  in  the  newly  formed 
public  school,  a  riot  broke  out  over  which 
version  of  the  Scriptures  would  be  read. 
Twenty  people  were  killed,  scores  were 
injured,  and  blocks  of  the  city  were 
burned.  If  one  feels  that  we  have 
progressed  beyond  the  point  where  such 
senseless  behavior  is  possible,  he  need 
only  read  the  morning  paper. 

Teaching  religion  is  parents'  job 

Freeing  children  from  religious 
exercises  in  the  school  is  necessary 
because  it  guarantees  the  rights  of 
parents  to  guide  the  spiritual  lives  of 
their  children  through  their  own 
religions.  If  such  a  right  is  put  into  the 
hands  of  a  public  institution,  America 
will  have  lost  some  of  her  freedom,  and 
religion  will  have  suffered  a  weakening 
blow. 

The  rights  and  feelings  of  teachers 
must  also  be  considered  on  the  issue.  If 
religious  exercises  were  made  a  part  of 
the  school,  teachers  would  be  required  to 
direct  the  exercises.  Being  like  other 
persons,  some  teachers  have  no  in¬ 
clinations  to  lead  religious  services. 
Others  feel  that  they  are  not  trained 
enough  for  such  activities,  and  others 
simply  object  to  being  forced  to  violate 


John  Yeates 

the  spirit  of  the  First  Amendment  which 
states  that  “Congress  shall  make  no  law 
respecting  an  establishment  of  religion.” 
Communities  may  very  well  expect  their 
teachers  to  lead  lives  which  are  ethically 
or  morally  acceptable,  but  this  cannot 
reasonably  be  widened  to  require  those 
teachers  to  become  religious  leaders. 

Don't  use  bad  means 
lor  good  ends 

Finally,  religion  is  too  important  to  be 
the  function  of  any  state  institution. 
There  is  something  about  forcing  one  to 
sit  through  religious  services  (or  to  send 
him  away  from  them  if  he  objects)  that  is 
contrary  to  the  finer  points  of 
Christianity.  There  are  no  records  of 
Jesus’  making  anyone  hear  his  words 
unwillingly;  there  are  no  com¬ 
mandments  for  the  disciples  to  use  the 
machinery  of  a  government  to  force  a 
form  of  a  religion  on  anyone.  The  Gospel 
always  suffers  when  one  uses  anti- 
Christian  means  in  an  attempt  to  achieve 
what  appear  to  be  desirable  ends. 

In  summary,  in  the  public  school  any 
attempt  to  forcefully  regulate  the 
religious  beliefs  of  Americans  is  illegal; 
any  attempt  to  give  one  religion  an  ad¬ 
vantage  over  another  is  undemocratic; 
any  attempt  to  allow  religious  activities 
without  comment  is  non-educational ; 
any  attempt  to  give  all  religions  equal 
time  in  the  schools  is  impossible;  and  any 
attempt  to  take  religion  out  of  the  hands 
of  the  family  and  the  churches  and  to  put 
it  into  the  hands  of  the  state  is,  in  the  final 
analysis,  immoral  because  it  detracts 
from  the  intensely  personal  nature  of  a 
faith  that  can  help  give  meaning  to  life. 


On  the  TM/UMR  Beat 


An  Advent  meditation: 
Food  for  your  sheep,  Lord 


Bill  Sybert 


EDITOR  S  NOTE:  Bill  Sybert,  who  Is 
composition  manager  of  TM-UMR, 
recently  was  asked  by  the  pastor  of  his 
local  church  to  write  an  Advent  medita¬ 
tion  to  be  included  In  a  calendar  of 
devotions  being  produced  by  the  church. 
Editors  at  TM-UMR  who  read  the  medi¬ 
tation,  however,  wanted  to  share  it  with 
our  total  readership.  It  appears  below. 

Lord,  1  have  some  problems.  I’m 
confused,  perplexed,  angry,  ashamed  — 
you  name  it. 

Your  Son  told  us  to  feed  His  sheep  — 
even  the  least  of  them.  But  then  He  told 
us  to  not  be  concerned  about  our  next 
meal  for  You  would  provide  for  us.  I  am 
confused. 

I  am  not  physically  hungry  —  quite  the 
contrary.  We  are  entering  the  holiday 
season  and  I  will  probably  put  on  a  few 
more  pounds  that  I  will  resolve  to  lose 
after  New  Year’s  —  but  I’ll  find  enough 
excuses  and  they  will  still  be  with  me 
next  Christmas.  It  seems  Christmas  is 
becoming  more  excessive  each  year  and 
this  is  part  of  my  shame.  For  this  year  I 
am  haunted  more  and  more  by  scenes  of 
starvation  around  the  world  and  of 
people  here  in  our  own  country  eating 
dog  food,  and  I  am  ashamed. 

And  I’m  angry,  at  myself  primarily, 
for  not  speaking  out  in  Your  name  to  the 
man  who  told  me  last  week  that  this 


worldwide  starvation  was  nature’s  way 
of  balancing  itself  through  the  survival  of 
the  fittest.  I  coudn’t  help  but  think  — 
later,  alone  —  if  I  could  take  consolation 
in  this  “balance  of  nature  theory”  if  my 
own  child  was  starving.  Or,  would  my 
own  child’s  pain  be  any  less  acute.  Or, 
does  a  full  stomach  alone  determine  who 
is  the  fittest  for  survival? 

And  then  I  see  in  the  news  that  at  the 
World  Food  Conference  in  Rome  the 
delegates  seemed  more  interested  in 
jockeying  for  political  and  economic 
advantage  than  in  dealing  with  the 
problems  of  starving  people.  At  the  same 
time  farmers  are  slaughtering  cattle  and 
destroying  crops  while  food  costs  soar 
beyond  the  capacity  of  many  members  of 
an  affluent  society.  I  am  perplexed. 

Somewhere,  somehow,  we’ve  mis- 
arranged  our  priorities,  Lord.  You  sent 
us  Your  Son  to  show  us  the  proper  order 
of  things  —  You  first,  followed  by  our 
neighbor  and  ourselves  as  equals.  And 
we,  as  Christians  who  believe  in  the 
story  of  the  Good  Samaritan,  know  who 
he  was  saying  our  neighbors  are.  So,  as 
we  prepare  our  hearts  and  minds  for  the 
celebration  of  the  birth  of  the  Christ  Child 
—  somehow  amidst  all  the  tinsel,  carols, 
feasting,  and  giving  —  let  us  hear  with 
greater  understanding  His  words,  “Feed 
my  sheep." 

-BILL  SYBERT 


Looking  for  a  Christmas  card  this  year 
that  is  different  and  Will  sale  you  money  ? 


"He  comes 
krtovm, 

without  a  name, 
as  ol  old,  by  the  lakeside,  | 
He  came  to  those  men  who 
knew  Him  not. 

He  speaks  to  us  the  same 
word: 

‘Follow  thou  me.' 
and  sets  us  to  the  tasks  which 
he  has  to  fulfill  for  our  time. 
He  commands. 

And  to  those  who  obey  Him, 
whether  they  be  wise  or 
simple. 

He  will  reveal  Himself  In  the 
tolls, 

the  conflicts,  the  sufferings 
which  they  shall  pass 
through  In  His  fellowship 
And,  as  an  Ineffable  mystery, 
they  shall  learn  In  their  own 
experience 
Who  He  Is." 


Then  Take  Advantage  Of 
TM/UMR’sl974 
Christmas  Card  Special... 


•  Unique  combination  of 
traditional  and  contemporary 
religious  motifs 

•  Two  different  cards  pro¬ 
duced  by  TM/  UMR  staff 

•  Black  and  whit*  printing, 
slick  finish  card  stock,  4“  x  9" 
actual  size 

•  Can  be  mailed  as  post 
card  for  8c  or  will  fit  any 
regular  M  10  envelope 

•  We  will  rush  your  order. 
POSTPAID,  the  same  day  we 
receive  It 


Just  as  the  Wise  AAen  sow  the 
eta r 

that  blazed  and  flamed,  send¬ 
ing  It  searching  fingers  down 
to  earth 

And  lightly  touched  the  long¬ 
ing  hearts  of  those 
who  saw  and  followed. 

Sa  once  again  that  star'  will 
blaze 

And  once  again  wise  men  will 
follow. 

Are  we  that  wise?  Will  we  too 
search  the  skies? 

And  feel  the  burning  magic  of 
that  light? 


Card  A 


Will  we,  like  them. 

Search  and  find  our  Bethle¬ 
hem? 


Card  B 


_ Send  me  a  sample  ol  each  of  the 

_ 25  cards  for  $3  50 

_ 50  cards  for  $4  75 

_ Card  A  _ Card  B 


two  cards  (enclose  50c  to  cover  postage  and  handling) 

_ 100  cards  for  $9  00 

— 250  cards  for  $20  00 

Assortment  of  both  designs  (in  groups  of  25) 


Name 


.  2ip  _ 


Enclose  cash,  check  or  money  order  with  your  order.  All  prices  include  return 
postage  and  handling.  Send  to  TM/UMR  Christmas  Card 
P.O.  Box  1076 
Dallas,  Texas  75221 
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Good  reading 


RICHFIELD  TOWNSHIP.  Ohio  —  Construction  worker  Howard  Masters  reads  a 
best  seller  during  his  lunch  break  at  a  $20  million  coliseum  being  built  in  Richfield 
Township,  Ohio.  The  best  seller  —  the  Bible.  He  also  wears  “Jesus  is  Lord"  decals 
on  his  hard  hat.  religious  news  service  photo 


Bethel  Bible  Series 


Ecumenical  study  aids 
United  Methodists 


By  BARB  BERG 
Staff  Writer 

MADISON,  Wis.  —  “Sure,  the  Bible  is  a 
great  book,  but  what’s  in  it  for  me?” 

Plenty,  say  the  founders  of  the  Bethel 
Series,  an  international  Scriptural  study 
program.  What  began  14  years  ago  as  one 
Midwestern  Lutheran  parish’s  answer  to 
Biblical  illiteracy  has  evolved  into  an 
extensively  used  ecumenical  endeavor 
(by  19  denominations  in  over  3,100 
churches). 

How  does  the  Bethel  Series  compare 
with  other  Scriptural  study  courses  —  for 
example,  the  one-year-old  United 
Methodist  “Our  Living  Bible”  series? 

The  Rev.  Frank  Warden,  Minister  of 
Evangelism  at  Highland  Park  United 
Methodist  Church,  commented  that  the 
Dallas,  Tx.  congregation  uses  both  the 
denominational  program  and  the  Bethel 
Series  and  stressed  that  the  two  plans, 
though  quite  different  from  one  another, 
are  far  from  being  mutually  exclusive. 

“In  the  Bethel  Series,”  Mr.  Warden 
pointed  out,  “one  first  learns  what  the 
Bible  says  as  a  basis  for  learning  what  it 
means.  This  makes  preaching  and 
teaching  and  experience  come  alive  in 
light  of  Biblical  revelation.” 

Both  utilize  the  Bible  as  the  central 
resource  in  every  class  session.  The  40- 
lesson  Bethel  Series  consists  of  six 
sessions  on  both  Old  and  New  Testament 
themes,  spaced  over  a  two-year  period. 
The  “Our  Living  Bible”  course  includes 
12  units  of  study  —  five  on  the  Old 
Testament  and  seven  on  the  New 
Testament.  United  Methodist  materials 
are  published  quarterly,  whereas  the 
Bethel  Series  issues  monthly  updates  on 
curricula. 

Dissimilarities  are  important  to  note: 
the  Bethel  Series  requires  strict,  regular 
attendance  at  all  sessions.  The  “Our 
Living  Bible”  program,  on  the  other 
hand,  is  a  church  school  course  with 
weekly  attendance  optional. 

Explaining  what  the  Bethel  Series  isn’t 
often  comes  easier  than  defining  what  it 
is.  It  is  not  a  "quickie”  refresher  course, 
say  its  advocates.  Nor  is  it  an  in-depth, 
book-by-book  Scriptural  survey.  Prob¬ 
ably  most  significant:  the  Bethel  Series 
is  not. “for  pastors  only." 

Congregational  involvement  is 
“Priority  Number  One”  in  the  Bethel 
Series.  Lay  leadership  plays  a  major 
role,  and  the  usually-leading  clergy- 
person  takes  over  as  “supporting  actor.” 


How  does  the  Bethel  Series  work? 
Briefly  stated,  it’s  a  three-step  process: 
leadership  orientation,  teacher -training 
and  congregational  study. 

Step  one  is  an  Adult  Christian 
Education  Foundation-sponsored  two- 
week  orientation  clinic  here  during  which 
lay  or  clergy  representatives  receive 
special  direction  in  tailoring  the  program 
to  their  parish’s  membership,  needs  and 
religious  doctrine.  The  one-time 
enrollment  fee  —  $900  —  covers  clinic 
tuition  (delegates  can  return  for  future 
clinics  at  no  additional  cost),  materials 
and  continuing  supportive  resources. 

Teacher-training  is  the  second  phase. 
According  to  the  Rev.  Richard  Northrup 
of  LaHabra  United  Methodist  Church, 
Orange  County,  Cal.,  requirements  for 
instructors-to-be  include  "a  primary 
basic  commitment  to  Christ,  some 
permanency  in  the  community,  an 
alterable  work  load  and  the  commitment 
to  teach  two  years  following  the  training 
program.” 

Once  a  person  has  been  selected  as  a 
teacher-trainee,  two  cliches  —  “hitting 
the  books”  and  “burning  the  midnight 
oil”  —  spring  into  action.  Mandatory  two- 
and-one-half  hour  classes  plus  8-12  hours 
of  homework  per  week  combine  to  create 
a  disciplined  core  of  churchpersons  who 
can  effectively  share  their  newly 
discovered  knowledge  with  others  during 
the  congregational  phase. 

The  final,  and  probably  most  im¬ 
portant,  step  can  extend  from  two  to  four 
years.  Concentrating  on  Scriptural 
concepts  rather  than  Bible  stories, 
participants  meet  for  weekly  hour-long 
classes. 

Churches  which  find  themselves  really 
“into  the  Word”  can  opt  for  two  more 
years  of  7-14  week  mini-courses  on  topics 
ranging  from  the  books  of  Psalms  and 
Proverbs,  the  Ten  Commandments  and 
Christian  stewardship  to  marriage 
enrichment. 

“Those  who  make  up  the  Bethel  Series 
group  are  not  only  equipped  with  a 
Biblical  knowledge  base  and  an  overview 
concept  of  Bible  study,"  the  Rev. 
Richard  C.  Allen  of  St.  James  Episcopal 
Church,  Texarkana,  Tex.,  observed,  “but 
they  have  become  the  leaders  in  the 
parish.” 

Pastor  Charles  Jacobson  of  St.  Ansgar 
Lutheran  Church,  Cannon  Falls,  Minn., 
summed  it  up  this  way :  Churchpersons 
find  new  tools  for  discovering  what  faith 
is  all  about.  Then  they  begin  to  take  their 
Christian  faith  more  seriously. 


United  Methodists  agree ,  disagree 

GCOM  survey  cites  issues  between  local  church,  general  boards 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

DAYTON  —  It’s  no  secret  that  United 
Methodists  at  the  local  church  level  and 
staff  and  board  members  of  the  church’s 
national  agencies  don’t  always  see  eye  to 
eye  on  what  the  important  issues  of  the 
day  are  much  less  on  what  the  response 
of  the  church  should  be  to  those  issues. 

Up  until  now,  however,  there  has  been 
as  much  difference  of  opinion  on  where 
the  ideas  split  and  come  together  as  there 
has  been  on  the  issues  themselves.  Now 
through  a  series  of  interviews  with  staff 
and  board  members,  hearings  in  more 
than  50  annual  conferences  and  the 
responses  to  a  questionnaire  which  ran 
earlier  this  year  in  TM/  UMR  and 
several  other  United  Methodist 
publications,  the  differences  and 

similarities  are  beginning  to  be  sorted 
out. 

The  study  has  been  done  by  the  United 
Methodist  Interagency  Task  Force  on 
Planning  and  was  presented  here  Nov.  8 
to  the  Section  on  Research  and  Planning 
of  the  General  Council  on  Ministries 
(GCOM).  Results  were  termed  “in¬ 
dicative  only"  at  this  point  since 

questionnaire  data  must  still  be  double 
checked  through  a  scientific  sampling 
procedure. 

The  report  lists  seven  points  where  the 
ideas  of  the  local  church  persons  and  the 
persons  related  to  the  national  agencies 
seem  to  come  together,  four  issues 
stressed  by  the  local  church  and  not  by 
the  agencies,  five  issues  stressed  by  the 
agencies  and  not  by  local  church 

members  and  four  issues  shared  by  both 
but  from  different  perspectives. 

Points  of  agreement 

Views  of  the  agencies  and  the  local 
churches  come  together  at  the  following 
points: 

1.  The  need  to  strengthen  local 

churches.  This  includes  leadership 
development  and  training  and  the  ability 
to  meet  change. 

2.  The  concern  for  mission.  Church 
institutions  need  to  be  evaluated  from  an 


overall  mission  viewpoint,  both  sides 
agree. 

3.  A  need  for  better  communication. 
TTiis  includes  better  use  of  the  media  and 
the  development  of  quicker  ways  to 
gather  and  distribute  information  to  and 
from  the  local  church  and  agencies. 

4.  A  clarification  of  values.  Here  both 
agencies  and  local  churches  are  calling 
for  ethics  in  public  life  and  the 
development  of  values  based  on  the 
Gospel. 

5.  A  need  to  improve  the  com¬ 
munication  of  the  Gospel.  Questions  are 
being  asked  on  how  our  invitations  to  the 
non-Christian  world  to  accept  the  faith 
can  be  bettered. 

6.  A  need  for  increased  concern  for 
persons.  This  deals  with  expansion  of 
service  and  caring  ministries. 

7.  The  need  for  stewardship  in  the  face 
of  resource  scarcity.  This  deals  with  the 
need  for  a  theology  of  sharing,  par¬ 
ticularly  in  the  face  of  world  hunger. 

Local  church  priorities 

Issues  stressed  by  the  local  church  but 
not  by  church  agencies  at  the  national 
level  included: 

1.  The  declining  influence  of  the 
church. 

2.  Violence,  particularly  as  it  relates  to 
crime. 

3.  The  upkeep  of  existing  church 
buildings  and  facilities. 

4.  The  charismatic  movement.  (This 
category  was  stressed  more  among  local 
church  leaders  than  among  congrega¬ 
tions  at  large. ) 

Agencies  priorities 

Issues  stressed  by  the  agencies  but  not 
by  the  local  church  included. 

1.  TTie  global  dimension.  This  is  the 
recognition  that  nearly  every  issue  the 
church  touches  has  implications 
elsewhere  around  the  world. 

2.  Women’s  rights. 

3.  Minority  concerns.  This  includes  the 
development  of  the  potential  of  minority 
groups  both  within  and  outside  of  the 
church. 


What  is  A dvent? 


By  CHARLOTTE  HALE  SMITH 
TM/  UMR  Special 

What  is  Advent? 

If  your  family  observes  this  season, 
one  all  too  little  known  in  America, 
you’ve  discovered  a  lovely,  leisurely 
four-week  adventure  toward  the  true 
Christmas.  Here’s  a  natural  antidote  to 
frenzied  December  commercialism  .  .  . 
a  good  way  to  bring  your  family  together 
in  new  warmth  and  closeness  ...  a  time 
of  calm  and  happy  anticipation  for  young 
and  old. 

Advent,  quite  simply,  is  to  Christmas 
as  Lent  is  to  Easter ;  a  specific  time  for 
spiritual  preparation.  The  word  means 
“coming”  —  a  happy,  expectant  word. 
Even  the  smallest  child  in  your  family 
will  enjoy  waiting  for  the  Baby  Jesus  to 
come,  bringing  Christmas  once  again  to 
our  tired  world. 

Advent  season  begins  four  Sundays 
before  Christmas  Day. 

Although  this  delightful  holy  season 
has  been  observed  throughout 
Christendom  since  at  least  the  sixth 
century,  Advent  somehow  managed  to 
skip  America.  When  early  American 
settlers  overrode  vigorous  Puritan  ob¬ 
jections  and  established  the  Christmas 


World  Methodists  urged 

‘Reach  out  in  love  to  persons’ 


JERUSALEM  —  Claiming  that 
evangelism  “is  always  both  a  message 
and  a  life-style,”  Dr.  Albert  C.  Outler, 
Dallas,  Tx.  urged  the  delegates  from  59 
Wesleyan  traditions  here  at  the  World 
Methodist  Council’s  Convocation  on 
Evangelism  to  reach  out  to  all  persons 
“to  whom  our  witness  and  service  might 
conceivably  communicate  our  love  — 
and  God’s.” 

Methodists  also  released  a  "Message 
to  the  World"  here  last  Friday  urging 
that  “new  initiatives  for  peace  be  taken 
now  rather  than  following  the  tragedy  of 
further  warfare”  and  pleading  for  all 
nations  to  “cooperate  in  seeking  the  ways 
of  peace  and  reconciliation.” 

Hammered  out  by  delegated 
representatives,  the  message  was  read 
at  a  closing  Service  of  Global  Com¬ 
mission  at  Shepherd's  Field,  the  place 
where,  according  to  tradition,  the  angels 
announced  the  birth  of  Jesus. 

.  In  a  major  address  at  the  seven-day 
convocation,  the  United  Methodist 
theologian  also  took  the  church  to  task 
(or  its  lack  of  evangelical  zeal.  Dr.  Outler 
listed  a  number  of  what  he  termed 
Outler’s  “laws  of  ecclesiastical  polity,” 


among  which  were:  An  unconverted 
church  is  unlikely  to  convert  the  world; 
and,  a  church  bent  on  survival  will  not 
survive  —  nor  does  it  deserve  to. 

Dr.  Outler  listed  several  other  of  his 
“laws”  as:  a  church  that  mirrors  the 
world  in  its  own  power  structures  will 
never  impress  the  world  with  its 
idealistic  pronouncements;  and,  a 
church  that  lives  by  slogans  will  die  by 
them,  too. 

He  defined  evangelism  as  “the 
outreach  of  love:  the  outreach  nt  Christ’s 
martyrs  (witnesses)  and  Christ's  ser¬ 
vants.  It  speaks  of  God’s  downreaching 
love  and  grace  calling  men  to  an 
upreaching  in  their  faith  and  worship  — 
toward  the  new  humanity  in  Christ 
through  the  Spirit.  Downreach,  upreach, 
outreach  —  the  great  cosmic  mystery  of 
salvation.” 

More  than  2,300  Methodists,  most  from 
the  United  States,  attended  the  service 
and  joined  with  the  smaller  consultation 
for  a  “Great  Day  of  Challenge”  at 
Jerusalem’s  Binyaney  Ha’ooma  Con¬ 
vention  Hall. 

Also  released  at  the  closing  service  in 
Bethlehem  was  a  “Pastoral  Letter”  to 


the  local  congregations  of  the  59  member 
churches  of  the  World  Methodist  Council. 
Both  the  Consultation  and  the  Con¬ 
vocation  were  sponsored  by  the  Council’s 
Evangelism  Committee  headed  by 
Bishop  F.  Gerald  Ensley,  Columbus, 
Ohio. 

An  Australian  evangelist  said  that  the 
Middle  East  will  never  achieve  peace 
until  Jesus’  ideal  of  love  for  enemies 
prevails. 

Dr.  Alan  Walker  of  Sydney  gave  the 
opening  address  at  the  international 
evangelism  congress. 

"We  are  conscious  that  we  meet  here  in 
Jerusalem  amidst  the  suffering  and 
division  of  the  war  torn  Middle  East,”  he 
told  the  delegates. 

“In  the  name  of  the  Prince  of  Peace  we 
plead  with  Israel  and  its  Arab  neigh¬ 
bors  to  search  for  ways  to  peace,”  Dr. 
Walker  said.  "There  is  nothing  but 
disaster  ahead  until  retaliation  gives  way 
to  reconciliation,  unless  an  eye-for-eye 
and  a  tooth-for-tooth  is  replaced  by  the 
ideal  of  Jesus:  Love  your  enemies.” 

Dr.  Walker  is  head  of  Central 
Methodist  Mission  in  Sydney. 


tree  and  other  Yule  customs  in  the 
colonies,  Advent  customs  somehow  got 
left  out. 

During  the  past  two  decades,  however, 
the  Advent  phenomenon  has  begun  to 
sweep  the  country.  Americans,  eager  to 
put  Christ  into  Christmas  once  again, 
have  begun  to  adopt  many  of  the  ancient 
Advent  customs  from  other  lands.  The 
season  belongs  to  Christians  of  all 
countries  and  every  denomination,  we’re 
discovering;  its  significance  is  shared  by 
homes  and  churches  of  all  Christ- 
following  persuasions. 

How  can  your  family  observe  Advent? 

Make  an  Advent  wreath.  You’ll  need 
just  three  ingredients:  evergreens,  to 
represent  undying  faith;  the  circle,  to 
symbolize  eternity;  and  four  candles,  one 
for  each  Sunday,  to  signify  Christ,  the 
Light  of  the  world. 

Evergreens  of  any  sort  attached  to  a 
simple  wreath  shape,  with  four  candles 
placed  equidistant  within  the  circle, 
comprise  an  Advent  wreath.  On 
December  1  perhaps  at  the  evening  meal, 
the  family’s  youngest  child  should  light 
the  first  candle  while  father  or  an  older 
child  reads  a  short  Bible  passage  or  says 
a  simple  prayer. 

You’ll  light  the  first  and  second  candles 
on  the  following  Sunday,  burn  those  two 
and  a  third  one  on  the  third  week,  and  on 
the  fourth  Sunday  during  Advent  —  just 
days  before  Christmas  —  light  all  four 
tapers  at  last.  The  wreath  occupies  an 
honored  place  on  living  room  or  dining 
room  table,  a  constant  reminder  of  the 
passage  of  time  and  the  One  your  family 
awaits. 

What  else  might  you  do?  Young 
children  may  want  to  memorize  the 
Christmas  story  as  told  in  Luke’s  Gospel, 
learning  one  verse  a  day.  Others  might 
find  short  poems,  prayers,  or  quotations 
—  “Something  Jesus  would  like,”  one 
young  boy  commented  —  to  share  with 
the  family. 

Many  families  like  to  rise  15  minutes 
early  each  morning  during  Advent  to 
start  these  busy  days  with  devotions. 
Take  turns  reading  inspirational 
selections  aloud  at  the  breakfast  table, 
and  your  crowd  may  find  the  habit  too 
pleasant  to  break.  Choose  nourishing 
fare  for  the  spirit .  .  .  food  for  thought, 
hearty  as  a  bowl  of  steaming  hot 
oat-meal  on  a  December  morning. 

As  each  family  member  waits  for 
Jesus  to  come  in  some  newer,  deeper 
way  into  his  life,  all  seem  better  able  to 
express  love,  and  a  sort  of  creative  ap¬ 
preciation  for  both  the  family  unit  and 
the  individuals  within  it 


4.  Ecumenical  concerns.  Working  in 
style  and  principle  with  persons  of  dif¬ 
fering  faiths  and  experiences. 

5.  Problems  brought  about  by  social 
systems.  This  deals  with  solving 
problems  through  cnanging  root  causes 
in  a  social  system. 

Common  issues: 
different  perspectives 

Issues  common  to  both  sides  but  from 
different  perspectives  included: 

1.  Enrichment.  Local  church  persons 
tended  to  speak  of  this  issue  in  terms  of  a 
need  to  deepen  the  personal  com¬ 
mitments  of  church  persons  while 
agency  persons  looked  at  it  in  terms  of 
theological  analysis  of  their  work  and  of 
the  issues  they  deal  with. 

2.  Peace.  Local  churchpersons  tended 
to  speak  of  peace  in  terms  of  not  having 
armed  conflict  in  the  world  coupled  with 
stable  government  orders.  Agency 
persons  tended  to  speak  of  it  in  smilar 
terms  yet  with  emphasis  on  “root 


causes”  they  believed  threaten  peace, 
such  as  world  hunger  and  the  need  fo* 
liberation  of  oppressed  peoples. 

3.  Attitudes  toward  change.  Local 
church  persons  seemed  to  view  change 
as  a  cause  for  worry  and  expressed  a 
need  to  find  ways  to  deal  with  it.  Agency 
persons  were  inclined  to  welcome  many 
kinds  of  change  and  in  many  cases 
desired  it. 

4.  Influencing  of  public  policy.  Local 
churches  are  saying  the  church  needs  to 
take  leadership  in  change  of  public 
policy.  The  agencies  are  saying  the  chief 
importance  is  changing  systems. 

Those  presenting  the  report  to  the 
GCOM  section  stressed  that  “it  isn’t 
necessarily  bad  to  have  differences  in 
thought  between  the  local  churches  and 
the  national  agencies.” 

The  report,  after  further  refinement 
and  study,  will  be  presented  to  the 
General  Conference  in  1976  for  con¬ 
sideration. 


U.M.  persons  elected 
to  high  public  office 


governors 

WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  (UMC)  —  The 
number  of  United  Methodists  serving  as 
governor  will  rise  from  six  to  eight  next 
year,  as  a  result  of  November’s  elections. 

Half  of  the  group  are  new  —  Jay 
Hammond  of  Alaska,  whose  election  was 
still  uncertain;  David  L.  Boren  of 
Oklahoma;  James  B.  Edwards  of  South 
Carolina,  that  state’s  first  Republican 
governor  in  a  century  ;  Ray  Blanton  of 
Tennessee. 

George  Wallace  was  re-elected  in 
Alabama.  Continuing  terms  are  Sherman 
W.  Tribbitt  of  Delaware,  Daniel  Walker 
of  Dlinois  and  Arch  A.  Moore  Jr.  of  West 
Virginia. 

Of  the  total  five  are  Democrats  and 
three  Republicans,  with  those  newly 
elected  split  evenly. 

According  to  a  compilation  by 
“Christianity  Today,”  Washington-based 
interdenominational  magazine,  the  new 
roster  of  governors  will  include  14 
Roman  Catholic,  8  Presbyterian,  4 
United  Church  of  Christ,  3  each  Baptist, 
Episcopal  and  Lutheran,  2  Jewish,  one 
each  Disciples,  Latter-Day  Saints, 
Eastern  Orthodox,  Unitarian- 
Universalist  and  unaffiliated. 

U.S.  Congress 

WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  (UMC)  - 
Members  of  the  94th  U.  S.  Congress  will 
include  82  who  are  United  Methodists. 
Among  them  will  be  a  clergyman, 
believed  to  be  the  first  Methodist 
minister  elected  to  Congress,  the  Rev. 
Robert  W.  Edgar,  Delaware  County,  Pa. 

New  members  include  one  senator  and 
14  representatives,  about  balancing  the 
two  senators  who  retired,  four 
representatives  retired,  one  deceased 
and  seven  defeated,  either  for  re-election 
or  in  seeking  governor  and  senator  posts. 

The  biennial  compilation  of 
Congressional  religious  affiliations  by 
“Christianity  Today,”  an  interdenomi¬ 
national  magazine  published  here,  shows 
little  change  in  the  figures  as  a  result  of 
the  recent  Democratic  landslide.  The 
number  of  members  who  are  Roman 
Catholic  increased  by  eight  to  123,  the 
highest  in  history,  while  Jewish  mem¬ 
bers  rose  by  ten  to  24  and  Presbyterians 
decreased  by  13  to  65.  Other  affiliations 
include:  Baptist  57,  Episcopal  66,  United 
Church  of  Christ  25,  Lutheran  14, 
Unitarian-Universalist  13,  Latter-day 
Saints  10,  Christian  Church  (Disciples)  5, 
Churches  of  Christ  5,  Eastern  Orthodox  4, 
Protestant  17,  others  16,  unaffiliated  6. 

The  United  Methodist  minister  is  the 
Rev.  Robert  W.  Edgar,  the  first 
Democrat  ever  to  win  a  county-wide 
election  in  Delaware  County,  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  He  is  a  member  of  Eastern 
Pennsylvania  Conference,  where  he 
served  pastorates  before  becoming 
Protestant  chaplain  at  Drexel  University 
three  years  ago. 

The  number  of  Catholic  oriests  in 
Congress  doubled  to  two.  Other  ordained 
clergy  there  include  one  United  Church 
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871,  Nashville.  Teon.  37702 

AN  EQUAL  OPPORTUNITY  EMPLOYER 


of  Christ,  one  Southern  Baptist  and  one 
Progressive  National  Baptist. 

The  new  senator  is  Dale  Bumpers  of 
Arkansas,  who  has  been  governor.  Those 
retiring  are  Harold  Hughes  cf  Iowa ,  who 
announced  his  plans  to  go  into  full-time 
religious  work,  and  Alan  Bible  of 
Nevada. 

All  of  the  United  Methodists  who  were 
new  to  the  House  of  Representatives  for 
the  93rd  Congress  were  re-elected.  Also 
re-elected  were  two  other  freshmen  in 
the  "Methodist  family”  —  Yvonne  B. 
Burke  of  California,  Christian  Methodist 
Episcopal,  and  Steven  D.  Symms  of 
Idaho,  Free  Methodist. 

New  members  for  the  coming  two 
years  include  Berkley  Bedell  of  Iowa, 
Robert  B.  Duncan  of  Oregon  (returning 
after  an  absence),  Robert  W.  Edgar  of 
Pennsylvania,  Glenn  English  of 
Oklahoma,  Floyd  Fithian  of  Indiana, 
William  F.  Goodling  of  Pennsylvania, 
Tim  L.  Hall  of  Illinois,  Kenneth  L. 
Holland  of  South  Carolina,  John  W. 
Jenrette  of  South  Carolina,  Martha  Keys 
of  Kansas,  Larry  McDonald  of  Georgia, 
Norman  Y.  Mineta  of  California  (who 
was  the  nation’s  first  major-city  mayor 
of  Japanese  descent),  Philip  Sharp  of 
Indiana  and  Virginia  Smith  of  Nebraska. 

Of  the  14  newly  elected,  all  but  two  are 
Democrats,  giving  that  party  a  53-29  edge 
among  United  Methodists. 

State  representations  include  six  each 
from  California  and  Texas  and  five  each 
from  Florida,  Indiana,  Kansas  and  New 
York. 
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U.S.  churches  must 
face  world  hunger 

Ri  rinni  vv  M.ivTvor  U 


r\ 


By  CAROLYN  McINTYRE 
Special  to  TM/UMR 

[Carolyn  McIntyre  is  executive  secre¬ 
tary  for  Development  Education, 
Women’s  Division,  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Global  Ministries.  She  attended 
the  conference  as  a  press  repre¬ 
sentative .1 

ROME  —  Translation  headsets  have 
been  returned  to  the  cupboards  here  at 
Palazzo  dei  Congressi  following  the  first 
international  governmental  conference 
on  world  food  and  hunger  problems.  The 
United  Nations  World  Food  Conference, 
held  from  November  5-16  in  Italy,  has 
translated  the  gnawing  hunger  of  near- 
empty  stomachs  and  the  well-laden 
supermarkets  of  price-conscious  con¬ 
sumers  into  a  series  of  plans  for  in¬ 
ternational  action. 

The  compromise  proposal  for  creation 
of  the  World  Food  Council,  hammered 
out  in  the  final  hours  of  the  conference,  is 
a  significant  step  to  assure  that  the 
Declaration  on  the  Eradication  of 
Hunger  and  the  various  resolutions,  such 
as  coordinating  food  grain  reserves, 
supplying  fertilizers  to  developing 
countries,  intensifying  agricultural 
research  and  extension  work  for 
developing  countries,  will  be  carried  out. 
This  World  Food  Council  will  report  to 
the  UN  General  Assembly,  and  thus  it 
will  be  under  constant  watch  from  all  the 
nations  of  the  world,  not  just  a  handful. 

Increasing  food  aid,  setting  up  grain 
reserves  and  establishing  the  early- 
warning  system  occupied  the  public 
limelights  in  the  work  of  more  than  1,250 
delegates  from  130  countries.  These  are 
focal  points  for  what  the  World  Food 
Conference  secretariat  called  “short  and 
medium-term  solutions.”  Commitments 
were  made  to  assure  10  million  tons 
emergency  grain  reserve  for  each  of  the 
next  three  years,  starting  in  1975,  for  the 
most  seriously  affected  countries  in  the 
world.  This  will  help  fill  the  gap  between 
what  is  needed  and  what  can  conceivably 
be  produced  around  the  world. 

Many  confused  this  plan  for  short-term 
food  aid  with  the  need  made  quite  clear 
for  8  -  12  million  tons  of  food  grains  in 
several  countries  during  the  next  8 
months,  to  feed  an  estimated  400  million 
starving  or  seriously  malnourished 
people.  This  imemdiate  “shortfall,”  as  it 
was  termed  by  the  conference  staff,  must 
be  met  by  pledges  at  a  November  29th 
meeting  of  donor  countries. 

For  United  States  citizens  to  translate 
the  meaning  of  the  World  Food  Con¬ 
ference  in  this  country,  there  are  at  least 
five  realities  to  be  understood  and 
worked  with.  These  realities,  as 
highlighted  from  the  Conference’s 
deliberations  are:  (1)  military  policies 
and  expenditures  which  place  military 
security  as  the  nation’s  highest  priority 
and  which  include  food  aid  as  a  tool  for 
that  security;  (2)  the  influence  and 
effect  of  transnational  agribusiness 
corporations  in  advertising,  production 
and  marketing  of  food  products  all  over 
the  world;  (3)  the  need  to  establish 
domestic  farm  and  nutrition  policies 
which  benefit  people  (whether  as  far¬ 
mers  or  consumers);  (4)  the  place  of 
emergency  food  aid  which  enhances  a 
nation’s  development,  rather  than 
making  it  dependent  on  charity;  and 
(5)  insights  to  change  the  prevailing 
world  economic  system  to  a  more 
humane  economic  order. 

Speaker  after  speaker  from  the 
developing  nations  stressed  that  military 
involvements  and  expenditures  of 


countries  such  as  the  U.S.  needed  to  be 
altered  so  that  people  could  build  a  new 
sense  of  security,  one  which  comes  from 
seeing  every  npr^nn  wpII  fpd  rather  than 
seeing  the  newest  bomber  rolled  out  of 
the  hangar  for  examination.  Even  as 
President  Ford  said  that  this  country  did 
not  have  the  grain  available  to  supply  one 
additional  ton  of  food  grain  for 
emergency  use  this  year.  Secretary  of 
Agriculture  Butz  was  in  Egypt  and  Syria, 
signing  pledges  of  food  grains  for  sales, 
amounting  to  1/  5  of  a  ton,  under  Title  I 
of  the  Public  Law  480  program.  This 
program  is  a  part  of  the  defense  budget 
of  the  U.S. 

For  the  United  States  churches  new 
efforts  must  be  made  to  preach  a  Gospel 
consistent  with  these  realities  in  the 
world.  The  general  secretary  of  the 
World  Council  of  Churches  addressed  the 
delegates  to  the  Food  Conference  in  one 
of  the  more  profound  speeches  of  the 
meeting.  He  spoke  clearly  to  the  in¬ 
volvement  of  the  churches  when  he 
cautioned  against  the  trap  into  which  so 
much  energy  has  fallen,  when  he  said  we 
must  guard  against  ”...  devotion  to 
acts  of  charity  while  being  attached  to 
the  existing  economic  and  political 
systems  .  .  .” 


Famine  called  ‘cure’ 
for  world  hunger 
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Food  and  the  churches 


Almost  overnight  the  world  food  crisis  has  jolted  the  American  people.  The  fact 
that  460  million  human  beings  face  starvation  is  terrifying,  [see  related  story  and 
editorial]. 

Bread  is  nothing  new  in  the  history  of  religion’s  concerns.  Feeding  the  Hebrew 
people  during  their  wilderness  wanderings  was  a  major  problem  Moses  took  to  his 
God.  Jesus  refused  to  send  crowds  of  listeners  away  hungry.  Sharing  sustenance 
was  a  mark  of  the  earliest  Christian  community  in  Jerusalem. 

This  drawing,  Man  and  Nature  by  American  artist  Ben  Shahn  [1898-1969],  is 
reproduced  courtesy  of  the  Kennedy  Galleries,  New  York. 
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Bishop ,  D.S.  roles  studied 

Commission  identifies  ten  major  issues 


ATLANTA,  Ga.  (UMC)  —  Iden¬ 
tification  of  ten  major  issues  and  ap¬ 
proval  of  next  steps  in  their  process 
marked  a  session  here  recently  of  the 
commission  conducting  a  four-year 
study  of  the  United  Methodist  episcopacy 
and  district  superintendency. 

Singled  out  for  primary  attention  were 
the  roles  and  functions  of  the  two  offices, 
tenure,  accountability,  selection  process, 
working  relationships,  questions  of 
geography  such  as  size  of  regions  in  the 
administrative  responsibility, 
ecumenical  relationships,  training, 
issues  of  authority  and  appointment 
making.  Although  there  was  no  attempt 
to  rank  these  by  order  of  importance,  it 
was  agreed  that  consideration  of  role  and 
function  was  basic  to  all  the  rest. 

In  other  actions  at  its  sessions  here,  the 
commission  reviewed  data  related  to  the 
district  superintendency  gathered  by  its 
team  of  consultants.  The  commission 
earlier  had  studied  the  findings  relating 
to  the  episcopacy. 

“Our  church  is  not  interested  in  doing 
away  with  the  district  superintendents,” 
the  Rev.  Ellis  L.  Larsen,  Evanston, 
sociological  consultant  told  the  com¬ 
mission,  citing  data  showing  that  89  per 
cent  of  almost  4,000  persons  responding 
to  a  questionnaire  support  its  con¬ 
tinuance. 

‘This  is  the  key  office  which  connects 
the  larger  church  with  the  local  church,” 
Dr.  Larsen  said. 

Dr.  Larsen  and  Prof.  Egon  Gerdes  of 
the  Garrett-Evangelical  Theological 
Seminary  faculty  in  Evanston, 
theological  consultant,  went  on  to  say 
that  while  a  majority  of  clergy  and  laity 
want  the  office  continued,  they  also  want 
a  greater  voice  in  choice  of  district 
superintendents. 

Almost  64  per  cent  of  the  clergy  and  57 
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per  cent  of  the  laity  indicated  such  a 
desire,  the  two  consultants  said,  although 
this  is  not  necessarily  to  be  interpreted  as 
a  desire  for  election  of  superintendents 
as  was  done  in  the  former  Evangelical 
United  Brethren  Church. 

Ministers  and  lay  persons  alike  in¬ 
dicated  that  they  considered  the  training 
of  pastors  to  be  enablers  and  resource 
persons  for  the  laity  should  be  the 
primary  task  of  the  suprintendents. 
However ,  the  superintendents  in  the 
survey  reported  that  this  ranks  only 
ninth  in  amount  of  time  spent  on  par¬ 
ticular  duties. 

The  consultants  said  that,  among  other 
things,  their  study  also  found  that  district 
superintendents  are  tending  to  be 
younger  —  48  years  old  on  the  average 
now  as  compared  with  an  average  of  54  in 
1970. 

Discussing  the  issue  of  tenure  for 
district  superintendents  as  well  as 
bishops,  Dr.  Gerdes  said  that  there 
seems  to  be  a  more  “seasonal”  pattern 
developing  in  U.S.  thinking  citing 
changing  of  careers  by  many  persons, 
the  increasing  divorce  rate,  and  other 
examples. 

There  is  a  built-in  “season”  for  district 
superintendents  in  the  maximum  of  six 
years  which  they  can  serve  continuously 
in  the  office,  the  theologian  said,  and 
there  is  a  tendency  to  elect  persons  to  the 
episcopacy  near  the  end  of  their  careers, 
thus  effecting  a  “season”  in  what  of¬ 
ficially  is  a  lifetime  office. 


A  task  force  was  assigned  to  begin 
work  on  preparing  a  possible  statement 
on  role  and  function  to  be  brought  to  the 
next  meeting  of  the  30-member  com¬ 
mission  which  will  be  held  January  23-25 
in  the  Chicago,  HI.,  area. 


MADISON,  N.J.  (RNS)  -  A  visiting 
professor  at  Drew  University  here 
claims  that  famine  is  the  best  way  to 
handle  population  problems  because, 
says  Dr.  Garrett  Hardin,  “human  life  is 
not  sacred.” 

A  controversial  evolutionist,  the 
professor  from  California  teaches  a 
“lifeboat”  ethic.  Skeptical  of  any 
absolute,  he  is  the  author  of  a  maxim 
known  as  Hardin’s  Law,  “You  can  never 
do  merely  one  thing.” 

Dr.  Hardin  is  Aquinas  Visiting 
Professor  in  the  Graduate  School  of 
Drew,  a  United  Methodist  institution,  for 
the  fall  1974  term.  He  has  been  on  the 
faculty  of  the  University  of  California  at 
Santa  Barbara  since  1963. 

According  to  the  professor,  the  U.S. 
actually  has  little  reverence  for  life  but 
finds  it  hard  to  admit  that  life  is  not  of 
absolute  value. 

As  an  example  of  a  lack  of  sanctity,  he 
says:  “Every  plane  could  be  made  safer 
than  it  is.  The  question  is,  how  much  is  it 
worth  to  make  it  safer?  How  many  lives 
do  you  have  to  save  before  the  invention 
has  paid  for  itself?  And  a  rule  of  thumb 
being  used  in  engineering  at  the  present 
time  is  that  you  calculate  human  life  as  if 
it’s  worth  about  half  a  million  dollars. 
With  inflation,  I  suppose,  it’s  gone  up.” 

Dr.  Hardin  sees  an  indication  that 
sanctity  for  life  is  weakening  in  military 
aviation.  During  World  War  II,  he  said,  a 
fighter  pilot  was  expected  to  bail  out  of  a 
malfunctioning  aircraft.  But,  he  claimed, 
during  the  Korean  war  the  price  of  planes 
was  so  much  more  that  pilots  were  told 
not  to  bail  out  but,  rather,  to  try  to  save 
the  plane. 

The  professor  says  he  came  to  his 
conclusions  scientifically.  “You  don’t 
tolerate  error  once  you’ve  discovered  it,” 
he  said. 

Sanctity  for  life,  he  feels  “is  basically 
an  erroneous  idea;  it  implies  an  absolute, 
a  thing  beyond  nature.  Such  words  lead 


Reggie  Jackson  seen 
becoming  ‘black  Jesus’ 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

FULLERTON,  Calif.  —  Reggie 
Jackson:  Super-Star,  baseball’s  1973 
Most  Valuable  Player,  controversial 
public  figure,  involved  churchman  — 
involved  churchman? 

Yes  and  no,  according  to  his  former 
pastor  and  good  friend  for  the  past  six 
years,  the  Rev.  Edwin  Grant,  now  pastor 
of  Orangethorpe  United  Methodist 
Church  here. 

“Reggie  is,  in  the  splendid  ways,  ‘a 
man  for  others’,”  Mr.  Grant  said,  “and 
he  has  read  Bonhoeffer.  There  is  no 
formal  membership  he  honors.  Yet  I 
have  listened  as  he  revealed  himself  at 
my  church  on  Sundays,  and  people 
cried.” 

Responding  in  a  recent  pastor’s 
column  to  what  he  called  the  press’s 
“hatchet  job  on  one  of  my  friends,”  Mr. 


In  public  schools 

Minnesota  leads  nation; 
starts  religion  courses 


MINNEAPOLIS  (RNS)  —  Minnesota  is 
leading  the  nation  in  developing  and 
starting  courses  for  teaching  about 
religion  in  public  schools,  it  was  reported 
at  the  fall  assembly  of  the  Greater 
Minneapolis  Council  of  Churches. 

The  Rev.  Gerald  Fahrenholz,  director- 
coordinator  of  educational  ministries  for 
the  Minnesota,  Greater  Minneapolis  and 
St.  Paul  Area  Councils  of  Churches,  said 
a  survey  taken  in  February  revealed  that 
some  50  Minnesota  high  schools  were 
offering  courses  about  religion. 

There  are  more  now,  he  told  the 
Minneapolis  Council  delegates  as  they 
met  at  Golden  Valley  United  Methodsit 
Church. 

Roland  R.  DeLapp,  principal  of  Wash¬ 
burn  High  School,  Minneapolis,  and 
chairman  of  the  Minnesota  Council  of 
Churches’  Committee  on  Religion  and 
Public  Education,  said  his  committee 
had  been  responsible  for  speeding  up  the 
process  of  introducing  courses  about 
religion  in  Minnesota  high  school 
curricula  “by  15  to  20  years.” 

"If  it  had  been  left  to  school  ad¬ 
ministrations,  it  would  never  have  been 
done,”  he  observed. 

He  said  courses  that  teach  about 
religion  are  needed  to  help  students 
understand  the  influence  of  religion  and 
to  help  them  become  sensitive  to  the 
beliefs  of  all  people. 

Mr.  DeLapp  said  that  one  of  the  “most 
exciting  and  innovative  models  in  the 
nation”  for  teaching  about  religion  in  the 
public  schools  is  being  developed  in  the 
St.  Louis  Park  schools. 

That  course,  “Religion  in  Human 
Culture,”  was  described  to  the  delegates 
by  Lee  Smith,  project  director,  and 
Wesley  Rodin,  program  director  of  the 
World  Religious  Curriculum  Develop¬ 
ment  Center,  which  they  founded  at  the 
St.  Louis  Park  schools. 

In  developing  the  course,  Mr  Bodin  and 
Mrs.  Smith  said  they  consulted  with  a 
community  advisory  committee,  which 
helped  them  set  up  objectives,  and  with  a 
student  advisory  committee  which 
suggested  what  they  would  like  to  see  in 
such  a  course. 

They  also  surveyed  the  materials 
available  for  use  in  teaching  high  school 


students  and  conferred  with  pro¬ 
fessionals,  including  teachers  who 
specialize  in  teaching  religion  courses  at 
the  University  of  Minnesota. 

Tax  for  defense 
must  be  paid, 
high  court  rules 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (RNS)  -  The 
U.S.  Supreme  Court  ruled  this  month  that 
the  Internal  Revenue  Service  may  not  be 
barred  from  collecting  taxes  from 
persons  who  object,  on  religious  grounds, 
to  paying  that  portion  of  their  income  tax 
that  goes  to  defense  purposes. 

In  an  8  to  1  decision,  the  Court  decided 
a  case  involving  an  employee  and  a 
former  employee  of  the  American 
Friends  Service  Committee,  a  Quaker 
organization  based  in  Philadelphia. 

The  majority  said,  in  effect,  that 
citizens  have  no  religious  grounds  to 
refuse  to  pay  income  taxes  and  that  the 
IRS  may  not  be  barred  by  court  orders 
from  requiring  employers  to  withhold 
sums  from  salaries  of  employees  who  do 
not  want  to  pay  that  part  of  taxes  used  for 
defense. 

The  Supreme  Court  said  that  all  per¬ 
sons  must  pay  their  full  tax  and  must  sue 
later  if  they  want  refunds. 

Justice  William  O.  Douglas  dissented, 
claiming  that  the  First  Amendment  free 
exercise  of  religion  clause  was  being 
violated. 

In  1969,  Mrs.  Lorraine  Cleveland,  an 
employee  of  the  Quaker  organization, 
asked  the  American  Friends  Service 
Committee  to  stop  withholding  51.6  per 
cent  of  her  income  tax  —  a  figure 
reputedly  representing  that  portion  of  the 
federal  budget  then  going  to  the  military. 

Attorneys  for  Mrs.  Cleveland  and  Mr. 
Cadwallader  argued  before  the  Supreme 
Court  that  “a  central  and  inseparable 
part  of  their  faith  is  that  they  must  give 
active  expression  to  their  religious  ob¬ 
jection  to  war,  in  order  to  bear  witness  to 
their  beliefs. 

Eight  justices  refused  to  accept  the 
argument. 


Grant  predicted  that  “Reggie  Jackson 
will  lead  a  generation  into  a  new 
awareness  of  what  it  means  to  be  human. 
He’ll  be  a  ‘black  Jesus’  for  a  million 
people.” 

Mr.  Grant  said  his  remarks  were  an 
effort  to  add  another  dimension  to  the 
story  of  Reggie  Jackson,  besides  that 
found  in  sometimes-critical  national 
news  magazines. 

The  two  men  became  close  friends 
during  six  years  together  at  Christ 
Chapel  United  Methodist  Church, 
Tempe,  Arizona.  Now  that  Mr.  Grant  has 
moved  to  Orangethorpe,  the  Oakland  A’s 
superfielder  still  makes  himself 
available  whenever  he’s  asked.  “He  will 
go  anywhere  and  do  anything  for  those  he 
trusts,”  Mr.  Grant  told  TM/  UMR. 

The  world-famous  athlete  lives  six 
months  in  Arizona,  six  months  in 
Oakland.  In  Arizona,  his  pastor  says,  he 
spends  a  great  deal  of  time  working  with 
orphan  boys.  “This  is  the  part  you  don’t 
hear  about  Reggie.  Most  of  what  you 
read  is  probably  true  —  he’s  a  big  man 
with  a  big  ego  —  but  there’s  much  more.” 

How  does  Mr.  Grant  see  his  ministry  to 
a  man  like  Reggie  Jackson?  “It  is  my  job 
to  help  make  him  available  to  God  and  to 
man.  It  is  important  to  take  each  per¬ 
son’s  uniqueness  and  give  it  to  God.” 

Mr.  Grant  said  he  believes  in  a  few 
years  Reggie  will  be  another  Jesse 
Jackson  —  prominent  young  civil  rights 
leader  —  in  his  influence.  “Right  now 
Reggie  wants  to  be  the  world’s  greatest 
baseball  player.  But  I  think  he  will  turn 
more  and  more  and  more  to  others.” 

In  his  column,  Mr.  Grant  described  the 
crowds  which  gathered  hours  before 
services  were  to  begin,  when  Reggie  was 
to  appear.  He  discussed  Jackson’s 
decison  not  to  walk  out  on  an  invalid 
contract  with  A’s  owner  Charles  Finley 
“because  it  isn’t  right.”  He  told  of 
Jackson’s  involvement  with  the 
Guadalupe  Organization,  a  poverty 
program  that  is  “bringing  6,000  Chicanos 
into  responsible  citizenship.” 


to  nothing  but  trouble.” 

He  believes  that  acceptance  of  his 
views  would  be  helpful,  for  examr  le,  in 
situations  of  the  kidnapping  of  business 
executives. 

“If  people  in  general  agree  that  human 
life  isn’t  infinitely  valuable,  that  as  a 
matter  of  fact  it  has  a  very  finite  value,” 
he  maintains,  “then  in  a  situation  of  this 
sort  (kidnapping),  when  the  first  black¬ 
mail  threat  was  made,  a  company  would 
be  able  to  say,  ‘No,  we  will  not  pay  any 
blackmail,  because  of  the  consequences 
for  the  future.’  ” 

In  terms  of  population  and  ecological 
(food,  energy)  problems,  Dr.  Hardin 
believes  that  should  famine  wipe  out  a 
large  part  of  the  earth’s  people  those  who 
survive  would  have  a  life  worth  living. 

He  concludes  that  capital  punishment 
and  euthanasia  can  be  beneficial  to 
society. 

Dr.  Hardin  says  he  does  not  regard  his 
own  life  “as  the  most  precious  thing  in 
the  world.” 

But  at  age  59  he  holds  out  the 
possibility  of  changing  his  mind.  “I’ll 
keep  talking,”  he  says,  “We’ll  have 
conversation  back  and  forth  and  we’ll  see 
—  maybe  I’ll  change  in  five  years.  But  at 
least  I  want  everybody  that  I  can 
stimulate  to  start  to  think  about  it.” 

NCC  official 
angered  with 
IRS  probe 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  The  Internal 
Revenue  Service  violated  its  own  code  by 
investigating  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  during  the  Nixon 
Administration,  the  general  secretary  of 
the  ecumenical  agency  said  here. 

Dr.  Claire  Randall  responded  to 
documents,  disclosed  in  Washington, 
D.C.,  showing  the  National  Council  to  be 
among  99  organizations  watched  as 
“subversive"  by  a  special  IRS  unit 
between  July  1969  and  August  1973. 

“We  were  greatly  concerned  by  the 
public  confirmation  of  the  fact  that  the 
Nixon  White  House  had  attempted  to  use 
the  IRS  to  harass  the  National  Council,” 
she  stated. 

“It  is  clear  from  a  reading  of  the 
groups  singled  out  for  investigation  that 
they  hold  no  ideology  in  common  but  that 
each  in  one  way  or  another  was  critical  of 
certain  Administration  policies. 

“In  the  case  of  the  churches  the  in¬ 
vestigations  violated  Section  7605C  of  the 
IRS  Code  which  says  no  examinations 
should  be  made  of  the  books  of  account  or 
the  religious  activities  of  a  church  or  a 
convention  or  association  of  churches.” 

The  IRS  “violated"  the  National 
Council’s  basic  right  of  freedom  of 
religion,  Dr.  Randall  charged. 

“We  call  upon  Congress  to  examine  the 
laws  relating  to  tax  reform  and  to  take 
most  seriously  the  current  legislation 
involving  freedom  of  information,”  she 
added.  “While  we  all  may  suffer  from 
some  kind  of  Watergate  numbness,  this 
must  not  prevent  us  from  making  sure 
that  this  kind  of  abuse  of  power  does  not 
happen  in  our  democracy  again.” 

Dr.  Randall  said  that  the  IRS  in¬ 
vestigation  of  the  National  Council, 
which  often  speaks  out  on  social  and 
political  issues,  was  conducted  from  late 
1969  to  June  1972. 

“The  IRS  inspected  not  only  NCC 
finances  but  also  minutes  and 
publications,”  she  said.  "The  in¬ 
vestigation  in  general  was  harassing  in 
the  sense  that  the  service  did  not  specify 
what  it  was  seeking. 

“After  the  first  several  months,  the 
NCC  general  counsel  directed  that  the 
audit  be  halted  and  that  the  agents  leave 
the  premises.  Thereafter  they  were' 
asked  to  specify  in  writing  what  material 
they  wished  to  inspect  and  the  in¬ 
vestigation  continued  in  that  way. 

“By  mid-1972  the  NCC  received  an 
unsigned,  mimeographed  letter  advising 
it  that  its  tax  exempt  status  was  un¬ 
changed.” 


‘Cotton  Mather’ preaches  on  women 


SAN  BENITO,  Tx.  —  In  a  scene  from  "The  American  Dame,"  the  Rev.  George 
Butchee,  III.  pastor  of  the  First  United  Methodist  Church  here,  plays  the  role  of  the 
Puritan  preacher  Cotton  Mather  preaching  his  famous  sermon  on  women.  The  play 
by  Phillip  C.  Lewis  is  commissioned  for  presentation  at  the  National  Consultation  of 
Ordained  Women  in  the  United  Methodist  Church,  January  6-10  in  Nashville. 

Now  being  previewed  in  churches  in  the  Southwest  Texas  conference,  the  drama 
traces  the  social,  political,  legal  and  religious  condition  of  women  throughout 
history.  The  other  three  members  of  the  cast,  are,  from  left,  Mr.  Butchee's  wife, 
Connie,  who  is  producer-director  of  the  two-hour  play,  and  Dwight  and  Linda  Edman 
of  Corpus  Christ!,  Tx.  photo  courtesy  of  southwest  Texas  conference 


Participating  in  the  Zachary  dedication  were  Bishop  Crutchfield,  the  Rev.  Bob 
Galatas,  District  Superintendent  and  Mrs.  Bob  Crichlow,  and  Chairman  of  the 
Board  Morgan  Lipscomb. 
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Members  of  UMY 
group,  Wesley 
Church,  assembled 
at  the  church 
during  one  of  their 
planning  sessions. 
Rev.  Kenneth  Fish¬ 
er  is  the  pastor. 


“Miss  Missy"  offers  some  words  of  wisdom  and  brings  smiles  to  two  young  friends 
from  Wesley  UMY. 


“Miss  Missy”  Taylor,  as  she  is  known 
to  her  many  friends,  numbers  among 
these  friends  the  UMY  of  Wesley  Church, 
Pineville*  These  young  people,  who  label 
themselves  “The  Seekers,”  live  up  to 
their  title  by  seeking  out  persons  and 
projects  in  the  community  to  whom  and 
where  they  can  render  service.  “Miss 
Missy”  is  more  than  a  project;  she  is  a 
friend,  whom  they  sought  and  found,  and 
they  enjoy  many  hours  together. 


“Miss  Missy,”  Mrs.  Roxanna  Taylor, 
has  been  a  member  of  Wesley  Church  for 
so  many  years  it  is  hard  to  count.  This 
young  lady  is  105  years  of  age! 

Recently,  Helen  Durr,  of  the 
ALEXANDRIA  TOWN  TALK,  did  an 
exciting  feature  story  on  “Miss  Missy” 
and  her  UMY  friends.  Ms.  Durr  was 
gracious  enough  to  share  with  this 
newspaper  the  accompanying  photo¬ 
graphs. 
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siana  Interchurch  Conference  Board 
hears  new  executive,  adopts  goals  for  1975 


At  the  Fall  meeting  of  the  Board  of 
Directors  of  the  Louisiana  Interchurch 
Conference  Dr.  Robert  F.  Harrington, 
the  new  Executive  Director,  said  in  his 
address,  "...  the  Kingdom  of  God 
awaits  the  walking  together  of  God’s 
children  so  He,  himself,  might  have  the 
reassurance  of  the  majesty  and  serenity 
of  the  idea  'that  they  may  all  be  one.’  ’’ 
He  further  called  upon  the  members 
representing  the  Christian  denomina¬ 
tions  to  share  in  the  important  task 
of  demonstrating  brotherhood  in  the 
sharing  of  several  common  tasks  of 
service  within  the  state  of  Louisiana. 


The  meeting,  presided  over  by  the 
president  of  the  LIC  Dr.  J.  Woodrow 
Hearn,  was  held  at  First  Church,  Baton 
Rouge  on  November  12.  Several  events, 
to  be  shared  by  Roman  Catholics  and 
Protestants,  were  planned,  including  a 
state-wide  "Decency  Day”  on  April  13 
when  Morality  In  Media,  Inc.  will  be 
joined  in  an  attack  on  pornography  in  all 
forms  of  media  -  news-stand,  cinema, 
radio,  and  television.  Other  goals  set 
included  observance  of  the  Bicentennial 
Celebration  in  1976,  study  and  action  in 
prison  reform  and  housing,  and 
demonstrations  of  ecumenicity  through 
pulpit  exchanges.  A  sharing  of  notable 


events  and  accomplishments  through  the 
publication  of  a  news  letter  was  en¬ 
dorsed. 

It  was  announced  that  the  New  Orleans 
Council  of  Catholic  Women  and  Church 
Women  United  of  Louisiana  would 
sponsor  a  day  of  prayer,  statewide,  on 
March  21,  as  a  means  of  healing  the 
troubled  people  of  Ireland  in  their  in¬ 
ternal  conflict. 

Mrs.  Mary  Margaret  Parker  is  the  new 
office  secretary,  and  the  new 
headquarters  address  for  LIC  is  1122 
Broadway,  New  Orleans,  Louisiana 
70118. 


Among  leaders  at  the  Fall  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors, 
Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference  were,  from  left,  Dr.  Robert 
F.  Harrington,  Executive  Director;  Dr.  Woodrow  Hearn, 


President  of  LIC;  and  Mrs.  Parker,  office  secretary. 

Catholics  and  Protestants  all  enjoy  a  good  laugh  and 
ecumenical  fun  at  Interchurch  Conference! 


WHAT?  Funding  the  Conference' 
Audio-Visual  Library  through  mem¬ 
bership  fees. 

WHO?  All  local  churches  would  be 
eligible.  One  membership  fee  would 
entitle  the  church  or  any  member  to 
borrow  during  the  year,  paying  only 
return  postage.  Non-members  would  pay 
a  nominal  rental  fee. 

HOW  MUCH?  Fees  would  be  based  on 
church  membership. 

Church  Membership  Annual  Fee 

M99  $5.00 

200-499  10.00 

500-999  15.00 

1000-over  20.00 

Non-member  churches  and  persons  in 


$ 
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P.O.  Box  4325 
Shreveport,  71104 
318/868-5362 


St.  Paul’s,  Monroe, 
hears  former 
Peruvian  representative 


non-member  churches 

would  pay 

nominal  rental  fees. 

Tapes,  filmstrips, 

and  records 

1.00 

16mm  films 

1.50 

WHY?  To  provide  adequate  funds  for 
acquisitions  from  those  most  interested 
in  using  the  service,  and  thus  to  increase 
the  scope  and  usefulness  of  the  Con¬ 
ference  Audio-Visual  Library.  This 
approach  is  based  on  a  successful  Con¬ 
ference  Audio  Visual  Resource  System  in 
the  North  Texas  Conference,  and  the 
rates  proposed  are  identical  to  theirs.  It 
is  estimated  that  this  plan  can  increase 
funds  for  acquisitions  by  at  least  100%  - 
over  the  amount  presently  available. 


First  Church,  Lafayette  notes  mission  giving 


James  L.  Stovall,  left,  Mrs.  James  L. 
Stovall,  Mrs.  Lawson  Lee,  and  the  Rev. 
Lawson  Lee  are  shown  at  St.  Paul’s. 

The  Rev.  Lawson  Lee,  pastor  at 
Logansport  and  former  missionary  to 
Uruguay  and  Director  of  Church  World 
Service  in  Peru,  was  guest  speaker  at  St. 
Paul’s  Church,  Monroe,  on  November  3. 
The  Reverend  Mr.  Lee  presented  a 
program  of  slides,  talk,  and  discussion 
concerning  the  missionary  outreach  of 
the  church. 

Mrs.  Lee,  who  is  a  native  of  Peru, 
accompanied  her  husband. 


Leaders  of  The  Mission  Week  End  at  First  Church,  Lafayette,  are  all  smiles 
following  the  Faith-Promise  Pledges  of  $9,500  for  missions  over  and  above  the 
normal  askings.  Shown  are  Jim  Allen,  chairman;  Dr.  Alex  Reed,  retired  missionary 
from  Africa;  Greer  Dixon,  summer  medical  missionary  to  South  America;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Leonard  Stuart,  Red  Bird  Mission,  Beverly,  Ky.;  and  the  Rev.  W.  O.  Lynch, 
Jr.,  pastor. 

Zachary  Church  dedicates 
Administrative  Building 


“Promises  to  keep ” 

December 

6-  7  Council  on  Ministries,  First 

Church,  Alexandria 

7-  8  Conference  Board  of  the 

Laity,  First  Church,  Alexan- 
.  dria 

15  United  Methodist  Home  Hos¬ 
pital  Sunday 


Pictured  above  is  the  Rev.  Ameal  D. 
Ennis  of  Baton  Rouge,  who  recently 
received  his  B.S.  degree  from  Southern 
University  in  Baton  Rouge.  For  the  past 
three  years  he  and  Mrs.  Ennis  have 
served  two  churches  on  the  Clinton 
Circuit.  They  are  the  parents  of  three 
children.  Lillian,  Emile  and  Tharis. 
Emile  is  presently  working  toward  his 
masters  of  Divinity  in  Chandler  School  of 
Theology. 


“Miss  Missy”  and  Wesley  UMY 
represent  youthful  partnership 


Zachary  Church  dedicated  its  new 
Administrative  Building  this  fall,  and 
marked  the  occasion  with  a  special 
celebration.  Bishop  Finis  Crutchfield  led 
the  dedication  services  for  the  debt-free 
building. 

Located  just  behind  the  sanctuary,  the 
new  building  contains  the  offices  of  the 
church,  choir  room,  conference  room, 
and  a  nursery  suite.  Plans  for  this 
building  were  begun  in  1969  by  a  building 
committee  headed  by  R.  D.  Norwood. 


The  committee  worked  diligently  in 
planning,  and  building  was  begun  in  the 
fall  of  1970. 

The  full  debt  was  retired  in  November, 
1972,  but  because  repairs  to  existing 
buildings  had  been  incorporated  into  the 
existing  loan,  the  revised  loan  was  not 
fully  paid  until  May  1974. 

After  the  dedication  service,  a 
reception  and  open  house  were  held. 
Robert  I.  Galatas  is  pastor. 


St.  Luke’s,  Shreveport 
Experiences  Substantial 

Membership  Growth 

By  L.  RAY  BRANTON 

St.  Luke’s  Church,  Shreveport,  in  the 
last  two  years,  has  grown  23%  in 
membership.  This  sudden  growth  comes 
after  more  than  twelve  years  with  little 
or  no  gain.  The  church  anticipates  a  13% 
gain  this  year,  largest  since  its  first 
years  There  are  fewer  new  homes  being 
built  in  the  neighborhood  than  in  other 
years. 

When  asked  to  account  for  the  growth, 
the  Rev.  James  M.  Poole,  pastor  for 
more  than  six  years,  replied,  “The 
biggest  single  difference  has  been  calls 
made  on  newcomers  by  two  groups. 
Women,  trained  in  Lay  Pastoral  Care, 
call  in  the  morning.  Nighttime  calls  are 
made  by  men.  I  have  continued  to  make 
calls  like  I  have  always  done  on  every 
new  family,  but  the  calls  by  the  members 
made  the  difference.” 

Poole  also  listed  several  other  con¬ 
tributing  factors.  “Our  Council  on 
Ministries  decided  to  make  a  conscious 
effort  to  make  ours  a  more  friendly 
church.  We  began  having  greeters  at  the 
church  door.  We  composed  letters  giving 
detailed  information  about  our  church 
program  and  schedule  and  mailed  them 
to  visitors  after  their  first  and  second 
visits.  Specific  invitations  are  extended 
to  join  church  organizations  like  United 
Methodist  Men  and  Women,  and  the 
choir.” 

Summarizing  insights  the  church  has 
acquired,  Mr.  Poole  says,  “We  have 
found  the  typical  new  family  takes 
several  months  to  make  a  decision. 
Keeping  in  touch  takes  a  sustained  effort 
by  many  people.  The  church  members 
have  to  be  sold  on  it,  because  there  is  a  lot 
of  work  involved.” 

In  the  case  of  St.  Luke’s,  the  work  done 
has  begun  a  new  day  in  the  life  of  the 
church. 

Earns  degree 
at  age  57 


Bishop’s  Message 

Recently  I  read  the  pitiful  story  of  St.  Serpico,  the  New  York  policeman  who 
had  the  courage  to  go  into  court,  testify,  and  help  convict  law  enforcement 
officials  who  were  accepting  bribes  and  were  otherwise  engaged  in  illicit 
dealings.  Former  policeman  Serpico  now  lives  in  Europe  in  partial  anonymity, 
guarded  daily,  and  hopes  his  enemies  will  leave  him  alone.  One  statement  made 
by  Serpico  stands  out,  “The  present  system  can  never  be  changed  by  legal 
means.”  His  line  of  thought  seems  to  be  that  vast  systems  of  corruption  are  not 
improved  very  much  by  just  trying  to  change  to  other  systems  —  but  any 
system  may  be  fundamentally  changed  beneficially  by  new  and  morally 
responsible  people.  The  hope  is  not  so  much  in  the  system  as  in  the  people. 

Intriguing  and  challenging,  isn’t  it?  Does  this  say  something  to  the  church? 


Faithfully 
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Finis  A.  Crutchfield 


Lake  Charles  District  elects 

UMW  o 


The  women  shown  here  have  been  elected  officers  of  United  Methodist  Women  of 
the  Lake  Charles  District  for  the  1974-75  year.  They  are,  from  left,  first  row:  Mrs. 
Earlene  Crammer,  Mrs.  Marjorie  Jacks,  Mrs.  Warren  Blakeman,  president;  Mrs. 
M.  E.  Nelson,  Mrs.  Normand  Terry;  second  row,  from  left,  Miss  Grace  Lawson; 
Mrs.  Eskel  Tatum,  Mrs.  Velma  Thomas,  Mrs.  James  Nelson.  Not  present  when  the 
picture  was  taken:  Miss  Doris  Lockwood.  Mrs.  Albert  Jones,  Mrs.  James  Walker, 
Mrs.  Jim  David. 


Death  claims 
Mrs.  J.  A.  Jones 

Mrs.  James  A.  Jones,  76.  wife  of  retired 
minister  Rev.  James  A.  Jones  of  Gibs- 
land,  died  on  November  24  after  a 
lengthy  illness.  Her  funeral  services 
were  held  on  November  27  with  her 
husband  in  charge. 

Survivors  include  five  children:  Rev. 
John  Wesley  Jones,  pastor;  United 
Methodist  Church,  Carizzo  Springs, 
Texas;  Frank  M.  Jones,  Minden;  Mrs. 
Roy  Moore,  Ft.  Necessity;  Mrs.  Bertha 
Marbut,  San  Angelo,  Texas;  Mrs.  Inez 
Dick,  Shreveport;  with  many  grand¬ 
children. 

Mrs.  Falcon  Hearne 
dies  in  West  Monroe 

Mrs.  Selma  Hearne,  wife  of  Rev. 
Falcon  Hearne,  retired,  of  West  Monroe, 
died  on  November  25  after  a  long  illness. 
Services  were  conducted  on  November  26 
by  the  Reverends  Robert  Peyton,  Clyde 
Frazier,  and  Donald  M.  Wineinger 
Interment  was  in  East  Monroe. 

She  is  survived  by  her  husband  and 
four  sisters:  Mrs.  Virginia  Hearn,  Mrs. 
Jessie  Horrell,  Mrs.  Elbe  Horrell,  and 
Mrs.  Annie  Belle  Stewart. 

L.I.C.  open  house 
January  5 

On  Sunday  afternoon,  January  5,  from 
3  to  5  there  will  be  an  open  house  for  the 
Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference,  at 
headquarters  in  New  Orleans,  1122 
Broadway.  The  reception  will  give  an 
opportunity  for  all  the  heads  of  judica¬ 
tories,  and  many  other  officials,  com¬ 
mittee  members,  and  supporters  of  the 
Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference  to 
know  one  another  and  to  share  in 
Christian  fellowship.  It  is  hoped  that 
many  United  Methodists  will  attend  the 
open  house. 

Dr.  Robert  F.  Harrington  is  the  new 
executive  director  of  the  L.I.C. 


Commission  on  Higher 
Education,  campus 


ministers  meet 


Campus  Ministers  are  shown  in  this 
photograph:  Ken  Jacocks,  Robert  Town¬ 
send,  William  M.  Stokes,  Will  M.  Finnin, 
Jr.,  James  E.  Wilson,  Roy  B.  Nash,  Doug 
Cain  ( Perkins  Intern),  Gerald  Fuller. 
Freddie  Henderson,  and  Dwight  Ram¬ 
sey. 

The  Commission  on  Higher  Education, 
Dr.  William  H.  Patrick,  chairman,  met 
at  Baton  Rouge  on  November  16.  Agenda 
items  included  tentative  approval  of 
allocation  of  conference  support  to  the 
campus  ministry  programs  in  the  con¬ 
ference.  Several  campus  ministers  met 
earlier  in  the  day  for  informal 
discussions  of  their  work,  and  remained 
to  attend  the  commission  meeting. 

Participating  in  the  meeting  were  the 
chairman,  Dr.  Patrick;  vice-chairman 
Dr.  Douglas  L.  McGuire;  Rev.  Jack 
Winegeart,  secretary;  and  the  following: 
N,  M.  Aldridge,  Eloi  Primeaux,  Mrs. 
Julia  Smith,  Mrs.  Eleanor  Bingham, 
Mrs.  Inez  Chrisenterry,  representing  the 
conference  council  on  ministries,  the 
Rev.  Byrl  Moreland,  representing  the 
cabinet,  The  Rev.  Ralph  Cain,  and  the 
Rev.  James  E.  Wilson,  representing  the 
campus  ministers. 
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«*  Editorials 

A  good  word  about  apportionments 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


About  this  time  each  year  —  when  this 
year’s  apportionments  are  coming  due 
and  next  year’s  apportionments  are 
being  considered  —  grumbling  about 
United  Methodism’s  connectional  system 
reaches  its  high  point. 

In  the  midst  of  such  an  atmosphere,  we 
believe  that  someone  —  other  than 
bishops,  district  superintendents,  and 
pastors  —  needs  to  say  a  good  word  about 
apportionments. 

We  don’t  wish  to  fall  ihto  the  category 
of  those  who  say  apportionments  should 
be  uncritically  accepted  and  paid.  But 
neither  can  we  identify  with  those  who 
believe  our  church  would  be  better  off  if 
all  apportionments  were  negated,  and  all 
money  maintained  by  each  local 
congregation.  We  believe  that  most 
apportionments,  considered  critically  in 
terms  of  the  causes  they  support,  will  be 
found  to  be  good  investments. 

The  genius  of  our  denomination  has 
always  been  —  and  remains  —  its  ability 
to  combine  local  ministry  and  mission 
with  a  vision  of  ministry  and  mission 
which  extends  worldwide  in  the  name  of 
Christ.  Through  the  investment  of  our 
apportioned  dollars  in  a  common  pool 
with  those  from  our  sister  congregations, 
we  are  able  to  accomplish  together  what 
no  single  congregation  could  accomplish 
alone. 

If  dollars  paid  by  our  local  church  for 


apportionments  are  viewed  narrowly  and 
impersonally  as  an  external  “tax”  on  our 
local  church’s  resources,  then  it  is  easy 
to  get  down  on  our  system. 

If,  on  the  other  hand,  we  view  the 
causes  supported  by  our  apportioned 
dollars  broadly  and  personally,  we 
believe  it  is  unlikely  that  we  can  find 
better  ways  to  invest  them  anywhere 
than  in  our  church’s  connectional 
ministries.  The  variety  of  causes  and 
ministries  supported  by  our  ap¬ 
portionments  is  really  astounding  — 
chaplaincy  programs,  foreign  and  home 
missions,  relief  and  rehabilitation  ef¬ 
forts,  minority  empowerment,  church 
colleges,  Wesley  Foundations,  and 
seminary  training  for  future  ministers 
are  only  a  few.  Even  if  we  discount  those 
programs  for  which  we  have  little  in¬ 
terest  and/  or  agreement,  through  what 
other  channels  could  we  hope  to  ac¬ 
complish  so  much  good  at  so  little  cost? 

Every  dollar  we  “send  away"  through 
apportionments  buys  us  a  share  in  our 
church’s  overall  ministry  and  mission. 
W’hen  we  grumble  about  apportionments, 
we  rob  ourselves  of  the  joy  we  should  feel 
as  individual  Christians  participating, 
through  our  pooled  resources,  with  other 
Christians  in  a  common  mission  and 
ministry  which  extends  across  this  land 
and  throughout  the  world. 


Have  you  pledged  to  your  church? 


Speaking  of  dollars,  most  local 
congregations  are  currently  involved  in 
some  type  of  budget  drive  for  1975. 

Have  you  made  your  pledge  yet? 

We  are  amazed  that  it  is  necessary  for 
local  churches  to  expend  so  much  effort 
to  get  Christians  to  commit  a  portion  of 
their  income  to  something  so  worthwhile 
as  the  church’s  ongoing  work.  God  has 
given  so  bountifully  to  each  of  us,  it  is 
difficult  to  understand  why  any 
professing  Chrisian  would  not  feel 
compelled  to  return  a  portion  of  that 
bounty  to  God  —  without  being  asked  — 


in  order  that  His  Word  and  work  might  be 
shared  with  others. 

Despite  inflation  and  recession,  most  of 
us  are  continuing  to  spend  most  of  the 
money  produced  by  our  work .  All  that  is 
said  in  the  foregoing  editorial  regarding 
apportionments  applies  five-fold  or  more 
to  the  work  of  the  local  church.  From  a 
strictly  pragmatic  point  of  view,  we  know 
of  no  other  way  to  spend  money  and 
produce  so  many  good  results  for  our¬ 
selves  and  for  others  as  through  a  gift  to 
our  local  church. 


What  is  the  value  of  human  life? 


Christians  traditionally  have  affirmed 
that  human  life  is  formed  “in  the  image 
of  God,”  and  is  of  priceless  value. 

Dr.  Garrett  Hardin,  a  visiting 
professor  at  Drew  University,  recently 
challenged  this  view,  contending  instead 
that  human  life  “is  not  sacred,”  and  that 
it  has  a  definite  dollars  and  cents  value  in 
America  today  (seeTM/  UMR,  Nov.  29). 

Espousing  what  he  calls  a  “lifeboat 
ethic,”  Dr.  Hardin  said  that  there  is  little 
reverence  for  human  life  today,  and  that 
the  market  value  of  human  life  is  being 
set  around  us  all  the  time  —  we  just  won't 
admit  it.  He  cited  as  an  example  the  fact 
that  airplanes  could  be  made  much  safer 
than  they  are,  but  that  engineers  have 
determined  that  after  a  certain  point,  the 
cost  is  too  much  for  the  number  of  lives 
saved.  He  estimated  that,  in  engineering 
terms,  a  human  life  is  worth  about  half  a 
million  dollars. 

Dr.  Hardin  suggested  further  that  we 
should  all  accept  reality,  and  quit 
clinging  to  the  "myth”  that  human  life 
has  infinite  value.  He  then  carried  his 
premise  even  further  to  say  that  famine, 
capital  punishment,  and  euthanasia 
provide  possible  solutions  to  such 

Welcome  new  local  edition 

With  this  issue,  the  First  UMC  in 
Miami,  Florida  begins  a  TM/  UMR  local 
church  edition,  whereby  its  news  will  be 
published  each  week  in  combination  with 
annual  conference  and  general  church 
news  and  mailed  to  all  of  its  1200  mem¬ 
ber-families. 

To  our  new  readers  in  this  Florida 
Conference  congregation,  we  say 
“Welcome.”  We  hope  you  will  find  your 
TM/  UMR  edition  informative,  and  that 
you  will  join  with  our  other  readers  in 
providing  feedback  via  ‘Letters  to  the 
Editor’.”  And  to  our  continuing  readers 
across  the  church  we  say  again,  “'Riank 
you  for  reading  your  edition  of 
TM/  UMR." 


A  prayer  for  ourselves 
and  Christians  everywhere 

Give  us,  we  pray  thee.  0  God  our 
Father,  more  Christians  who  feel 
their  belonging,  each  to  the  other 
and  to  thee;  more  Christians  who 
mediate  thy  healing  love  to  all  In 
pain,  thy  liberating  love  to  all  in 
bondage,  thy  hope-sustaining  love  to 
all  in  despair. 

Give  us  more  Christians  who  will 
stand  up  and  speak  out.  in  ac¬ 
cordance  with  their  truest  per¬ 
ceptions  of  thy  Gospel. 

Grant  us,  we  pray  thee,  a  boun¬ 
teous  inflooding  of  thy  grace,  a  new 
strange  warming  of  our  hearts  by 
thy  Holy  Spirit  —  that  we  may  ex¬ 
perience  anew  and  at  an  ever  deeper 
level  thy  pardoning  mercy,  thine 
enabling  power. 

But  help  us  also,  even  as  we  pray 
for  these  thy  gifts,  to  be  ready  to 
accept  the  tasks  that  come  with 
them  —  to  know  that  any  answer  to 
any  such  prayer  begins  with  our  own 
willingness  to  be  renewed  in  our 
covenant  with  thee,  the  covenant  of 
outreach  and  service  to  a  world  in 
travail. 

All  this  we  pray,  in  faith  and  hope, 
and  in  the  Name  of  him  who  walked 
the  Via  Dolorosa  long  ago  —  and  who 
still  does,  till  thy  Kingdom  shall 
come  and  thy  will  shall  be  done  even 
on  this  aching  earth  as  always  it  is 
done  in  heaven.  Amen. 

— Albert  C.  Outler 
World  Methodist  Convocation 
on  Evangelism 
Jerusalem,  November  1974 


Here  I  Stand 

What  should  the  church  and  its 
ministers  expect  of  each  other? 


DECEMBER  6. 1974 


By  LOUISE  LONG 

Of  all  the  professions,  the  ministry  is 
unique  in  one  thing  —  we  are  paid  for 
"being”  rather  than  “doing.”  We  have 
enough  to  do,  God  knows,  but  given  a 
choice,  “being”  takes  precedence  over 
"doing.” 

Paul  in  his  own  succinct  style  laid  it  on 
us  like,  “Man,  if  you  give  at  home  as  well 
as  the  office,  if  you  go  to  the  best 
seminaries,  get  Ph.D’s  by  the  dozen, 
preach  like  an  angel,  and  on  top  of  all 
that  make  a  martyr  out  of  yourself,  and 
come  off  like  you  don’t  care  —  if  you 
can’t  be  a  person  who  loves,  man,  you 
ain’t  nothin’.” 

Though  dimly  perceived  —  and  subtly 
demanded  by  our  congregations,  the 
reality  of  this  uniqueness  is  nowhere 
spelled  out.  Given  that  love  and  concern 
for  people,  our  ministry  expresses  itself 
in  many  ways.  Some  are  great 
preachers,  some  better  as  pastors,  some 
are  scholars,  some  organizers,  some 
builders  and  business  experts,  some 
writers,  some  musicians.  All  can’t  be  all. 
Hence  any  “job  specifications,”  must  be 
defined  in  the  broadest  terms. 

In  setting  down  the  “Duties  of  a 
Pastor,’’  Paragraph  350  of  “The 
Discipline”  leaves  itself  open  to  many 
interpretations.  Each  congregation, 
colored  by  its  local  bias  and  its  feeling  for 
the  individual  pastor,  interprets  this 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

‘Executive  sessions’ 


problems  as  over-population  and  hunger. 

We  believe  Dr.  Hardin’s  analysis  of  the 
current  situation  cannot  be  easily 
dismissed.  Too  much  of  the  time,  human 
life  is  referred  to  within  oyr  society  as 
“sacred”  while  it  is  actually  being 
treated  as  of  very  limited  value.  We 
believe  that  calling  a  spade  a  spade,  as 
Dr.  Hardin  has  done,  is  preferable  to  self- 
delusion. 

As  Christians,  however,  we  must  part 
ways  with  Dr.  Hardin  at  the  point  where 
he  stops  analyzing  and  begins  making 
ethical  judgments.  Like  so  many  con¬ 
temporary  social  analysts,  he  tells  us 
what  “is”  —  all  in  the  name  of  “realism” 
—  and  then  proceeds  to  give  the  “is”  his 
blessing. 

For  Christians,  there  is  also  an 
“ought”  to  consider.  Well  we  need  to  be 
aware  of  how  respect  for  human  life  has 
declined  in  our  society.  But  just  as 
urgently,  we  need  to  say:  “That  is 
wrong!” 

What  God  has  created,  nurtured  and 
given  of  Himself  to  redeem,  we  have  no 
right  to  downgrade.  Our  task,  with  God’s 
help,  is  to  expose  and  overcome  those 
demonic  forces  which  work  to  diminish 
the  value  of  human  life  —  and  not  to  join 
with  them.  Rather  than  falling  in  with 
those  who  would  depreciate  the  value  of 
human  life,  our  calling,  in  Christ’s  name, 
is  to  work  toward  the  day  when  every 
human  being  will  be  able  to  live  the 
“abundant  life”  God  intends  for  all  his 
children. 


To  the  Editor: 

I  read  with  interest  your  editorial 
criticizing  the  executive  session  of  the 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society  and 
admonishing  it  to  achieve  more  maturity 
(TM/  UMR,  Nov.  8).  As  a  member  of 
that  Board  and  one  who  was  a  participant 
in  that  “executive  session,”  I  am  im¬ 
pelled  to  respond  to  your  judgmental 
expose. 

Obviously,  the  ultjjpate  vote  demon¬ 
strated  that  there  wepe  differences  of 
opinion  among  the  Board  about  the 
Executive  Secretai^.  Your  criticism 
ignores  the  inhibiting  effect  which  the 
press  has  on  participants  in  a  meeting  of 
such  importance.  Until  they  can  be  sure 
of  not  being  incorrectly  quoted  by  the 
press  or  misinterpreted  by  reporters, 
they  are  hesitant  to  fully  express 
themselves  under  such  circumstances. 
The  basic  purpose  of  the  meeting  and  the 
validity  of  its  result  are  dependent  upon 
the  full  participation  and  freedom  of  the 
members. 

It  is  incorrect  to  assume  that  executive 
sessions  are  designed  to  refuse  ac¬ 
countability,  but  the  process  is  very 
important  to  the  result.  Though  you  may 
feel  yourself  uninhibited  by  press  and 
staff  presence  at  such  meetings,  the 
same  cannot  be  said  of  each  person. 
Board  members  are  entitled  to  a  certain 
confidentiality  when  expressing  their 
feelings  and  thoughts. 

I  would  suggest  that  if  you  inquired, 
you  would  discover  that  the  staff  and  the 
persons  concerned  were  involved  and 
informed.  The  Board  had  designed  a 
system  of  informing,  talking  with  and 
evaluating  personnel.  The  resolution 
passed  by  the  General  Board  as 
presented  by  one  of  its  committees  had 
been  reviewed  and  discussed  by  the 
committee  with  the  staff  personnel  at 
considerable  length  prior  to  the  meeting. 

You  also  did  not  disclose  that  the  press 


On  the  TM/UMR  Beat 


Reader  input  provides 


was,  by  vote  of  the  Board,  present  for 
more  than  half  of  the  executive  session. 
Only  when  the  meeting  became  ex¬ 
tremely  sensitive  and  confidentiality 
important  was  the  the  press  excluded. 

You  have  by  analogy  combined  the 
executive  session  relative  to  staff  em¬ 
ployment  nominations  with  college 
board’s  opening  meetings  for  ac¬ 
countability  when  money  is  being  spent. 
Do  not  mislead  your  readers;  the  Board 
in  its  deliberations  and  budget  meetings 
has  been  open  to  the  press.  If  blame  and 
judgment  is  to  be  cast  by  your  paper, 
then  also  accept  the  responsibility  for  the 
apprehension  that  people  feel  about 
being  misquoted  or  misinterpreted  by  the 
press. 

Notwithstanding  your  desire  for  ex¬ 
posure,  there  is  a  place  for  con¬ 
fidentiality  and  times  when  persons  are 
not  best  served  by  disclosing  the 
deliberations. 

John  E.  Stumbo 
Topeka,  Kansas 

Reader  disagrees  with 
Judicial  Council  decision 

To  the  Editor: 

I  wish  to  express  my  concern  regard¬ 
ing  the  recent  Judicial  Council  decision 
on  the  authority  of  the  Board  of  Church 
and  Society  to  independently  support  a 
political  issue  lobby  (TM/  UMR,  Nov. 
15). 

It  is  the  opinion  of  this  “non-lawyer” 
that  the  expending  of  church  general 
funds  in  a  given  area  does  in  fact  con¬ 
stitute  “speaking”  for  the  church  in  that 
area .  In  reality  there  are  not  many  things 
that  speak  louder  than  money. 

This  decision,  I  think,  was  unfortunate 
in  that  it  essentially  gives  all  general 
boards  legal  license  to  expend  church 
funds  on  any  issue  they  desire  without 
specific  recourse  or  accountability  to  the 
General  Conference.  Somehow  I  just 
don’t  believe  that  this  comes  close  to 
being  the  will  of  the  membership. 

It  is  this  very  thing  that  has,  in  the 
past,  caused  much  division  among  us 
and  will  undoubtably  result  in  further  ill 
feelings.  w  Leon  McIntosh 

Winnsboro,  Louisiana 
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Spurgeon  Dunnam 

Readers  are  our  most  valuable  asset. 
Contrary  to  the  impression  sometimes 
created  by  our  “Letters  to  the  Editor,” 
not  every  reader  who  writes  us  has  a 
beef.  Seldom  does  a  day  pass  without  our 
receiving  some  bit  of  new  insight,  a  touch 
of  humor,  or  a  question  deserving  special 
attention  from  some  reader.  Following  is 
a  potpourri  of  recent  reader-input  which 
we  think  you  will  enjoy  sharing. 

CHOIR  SENDS  A  MESSAGE  TO 
LAITY  SUNDAY  SPEAKER:  Mr 
Charles  W.  Moses  was  the  featured 
speaker  at  a  recent  Laity  Sunday  ob¬ 
servance  at  the  Broadway  UMC  in 
Orlando,  Florida.  Guess  what  the  choir’s 
anthem  was  that  morning?  “Go  down 
Moses!”  Mr.  Moses  got  the  message, 
assuring  the  choir  that  by  12:00  noon  “I 
shall  ‘let  your  people  go’.” 

CONSCIENCE-STRICKEN  READER 
RETURNS  CHECK:  Early  this  fall,  we 
received  the  following  letter  from  Pearle 
L.  Malone  of  Sacramento,  California: 
“Enclosed  please  find  a  check  for  $10.  A 
year  ago  last  spring  you  surprised  me 
greatly  by  mailing  me  a  check  for  $10  in 
return  for  sending  your  paper  what  I 
called  ‘the  grand-daddy  of  all  Bible 
puzzles’.  You  wrote  that  the  puzzle  would 
be  published  late  that  fall  in  the  paper.  It 
was  never  published,  and,  as  I  sent  it  in 
just  for  fun  anyway,  I  have  felt  that  I 
spent  on  myself  money  that  I  never 
earned,  nor  was  rightfully  mine.  My 
conscience  has  been  telling  me  for  more 
than  a  year  to  send  it  back,  so  —  finally  — 
here  it  U!  If  I  had  mailed  it  to  UMCOR  or 
any  other  rel^f  organization  or  Christian 
orphanage,  e  .  T  hink  I  would  not  feel 
50  keenly  *  ‘  10  return  it.  But  I  spent 

ll  on  n»:.  ovvn  pleasure,  and  for  a  dear 
friend  e  >ake.  So  please  accept  this^and 
free  my  mind  from  the  thought  of  having 


used  money  in  a  way  I  really  had  no  right 
to.  Thank  you  very  much!  P.S.  I  do  like 
TM/  UMR  very  much  —  even  the 
disturbing  articles!  The  world  is  very 
disturbing,  too,  and  we  are  all  part  of  it.  I 
think  it  is  a  miracle  you  can  publish  so 
many  different  conference  editions  each 
week  and  never  get  the  conferences 
mixed  up!  God  bless  you  one  and  all 
connected  with  it!” 

We’re  happy  to  report  that  this  is  one 
story  with  a  happy  ending  for  everyone. 
We  returned  Ms.  Malone’s  check  to  her 
along  with  (1)  an  expression  of  ap¬ 
preciation  for  her  scrupulous  honesty  in  a 
time  when  corruption  is  rampant  ;  (2)  an 
admonition  not  to  feel  guilty  about 
spending  this  money,  or  other  money,  for 
the  benefit  of  a  friend;  and  (3)  request 
that  she  send  us  another  copy  of  her 
puzzle  (somehow  we  misplaced  the 
original).  She  sent  it,  and  it  is  included 
elsewhere  in  this  issue  for  the  pleasure  of 
those  readers  who  like  to  work  puzzles  1 

WHAT  DO  YOU  DO  WITH  A  WORN 
OUT  BIBLE?  The  Rev.  George  Lewis  of 
University  UMC,  Wichita  Falls,  Texas 
recently  posed  an  interesting  question  for 
which  we  had  no  immediate  answer: 
“What  d  >es  one  do  with  an  aged  Bible, 
too  old  even  for  rebinding  and 
restoration?  We  have  a  procedure  for 
disposing  of  the  U.  S.  flag,  but  is  there 
one  for  an  unsalvageable  copy  of 
Scripture?”  If  you  know  of  such  a 
procedure,  please  send  it  to  us  and  we’ll 
see  that  it  is  shared  with  Mr.  Lewis  and 
our  other  readers. 

Do  you  have  a  question,  a  concern,  or  a 
humorous  anecdote  that  “doesn’t  fit” 
neatly  into  a  “Letter  to  the  Editor”  or 
any  other  regular  TM/  UMR  category? 
If  so,  send  it  to  us  and  we  will  seek  to 
acknowledge  it  through  this  column. 

—SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 


To  the  Editor: 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  action 
Dr.  Trotter  and  the  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Higher  Education  will  take  in 
implementing  its  “Affirmative  Action 
Plan”  is  in  itself  highly  discriminatory 
(TM/  UMR,  Nov.  8).  The  firing  of  four  to 
five  males  in  order  to  make  places  for 
women  and  ethnic  minorities  is  contrary 
to  Equal  Employment  Opportunity 
Commission  and  court  decisions,  as  the 
action  is  preferential  treatment  as  op¬ 
posed  to  equal  treatment.  Those  males 
effected  by  this  action  will  have  ample 
and  good  cause  to  Tile  discrimination 
charges  against  the  Board  with  the 
EEOC. 

More  than  one  court  has  taken  the 
stand  against  “shackling  white  em¬ 
ployees  with  the  burden  of  past 
discrimination  created  by  their  em¬ 
ployers,  rather  than  by  them." 

In  a  recent  address,  Assistant  Attorney 
General  Pottinger  told  the  Federal  Bar 
Association  that  an  Affirmative  Action 
goal  is  not  a  quota,  and  that  goals  and 
timetables  should  be  flexible;  that 
employers  are  expected  to  achieve  their 
goals  by  using  fair,  nondiscriminating 
employment  practices.  Apparently,  Dr. 
Trotter  and  the  Board  do  not  plan  to 
follow  these  instructions. 

John  S.  McRae 

Dallas,  Texas 

Write  broadcasters  rather 
than  ‘study'  soap  operas 

To  the  Editor: 

Why  don’t  women  concerned  about  the 
“effect  of  ‘soap  operas’  upon  women” 
(TM/  UMR,  Nov.  1  and  Nov.  22)  write 
directly  to  the  broadcasting  companies 
through  the  stations  they  watch? 
Producers  are  very  sensitive  to  the  “fan” 
mail  that  they  get  —  favorable  or  un- 


“Here  I  Stand”  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM/  UMR  readers  may 
express  their  concerns  and  opinions 
about  issues  related  to  the  church. 

This  week’s  contributor,  the  Rev. 
Louise  Long,  is  pastor  of  the  Men¬ 
docino  Coast  Parish  in  the 
California-Nevada  Annual  Con¬ 
ference. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article 
for  consideration  to:  “Here  I 
Stand,”  TM/  UMR,  P.  O.  Box  1076, 
Dallas,  Texas  75221. 

paragraph  to  suit  itself.  Hence  we 
wrestle  with  local  bias,  prejudice  and 
preference. 

Several  particular  matters  come  up  as 
we  consider  this  overall  subject. 

1.  Vacation.  Our  Annual  Conference 
has  a  rule  which  specifies  a  minimum  of 
four  weeks  vacation  each  year.  Query: 
Must  this  be  taken  in  a  lump?  Is  there 
any  holdover  from  one  year  to  the  next 
and,  if  so,  how  much? 

Can  we  find  a  way  of  helping  a 
layperson  to  accept  the  over-all  blanket 
under  which  our  ministry  falls,  i.e.,  that 
we  do  not  work  for  a  local  church  board, 
but  for  the  whole  United  Methodist 
Church?  (Just  as  the  property  belongs  to 
the  church  at  large,  so  do  we!) 

2.  Weekly  days  off.  Most  businesses 


defended 


“f  10  in  checks.  $6.34  cash,  and  five  ‘WIN* 

buttons.” 

favorable. 

Some  of  us  have  been  writing  letters, 
and  are  already  seeing  changes. 
Improved  situations  can  thus  be  made 
NOW,  rather  than  by  taking  time  for  a 
“study”  and,  also  save  $10,000  for  more 
worthwhile  projects  in  local  community, 
national  or  global  ministries! 

Mrs.  C.  Skinner 
Sacramento,  California 

Immunizations  against 
irresponsibility  needed 

To  the  Editor: 

“Amen!”  to  Mr.  Montfort  C.  Duncan, 
Jr.  and  his  letter  regarding  the  “soap 
opera”  grant  (TM/  UMR,  Nov.  22).  This 
brings  to  my  mind  an  earlier  grant  to  the 
“Gay  Caucus.” 

Is  irresponsible  application  of  our 
monies  catching?  We  badly  need  some 
immunization  against  it! 

Terrell  Tanner 
Gatlinburg,  Tennessee 


Louise  Long 

readily  accept  the  principle  of  the  40-hour 
week  which  works  out  to  be  8  hours  a  day 
for  5  days.  Obviously,  it  is  out  of  the 
question  for  any  pastor  to  keep  such  a 
rigid  schedule.  Yet  we  and  our 
congregations  should  have  a  clear  un¬ 
derstanding  that,  though  we  are 
available  at  all  times,  there  are  certain 
times  sacred  to  our  "being.”  Two  days 
off  may  not  be  the  preferred  pattern  for 
everyone,  nor  is  a  two  day  period  always 
possible;  but  all  congregations  should 
have  a  clear  understanding  of  the  needs 
of  the  pastor  and  pastor’s  family  for 
privacy  and  rest  at  certain  times.  Per¬ 
sonal  preparation,  prayer  and  study 
constitute  parts  of  the  work  week.  A 
useful  step  would  be  to  adopt  a  rule  to  the 
effect  that  the  pastor’s  time  obligation 
should  average  40  hours  a  week 
throughout  the  church  year.  Some  weeks 
might  see  100  work  hours,  and  other  3, 
but  a  clear  understanding  that  each 
pastor  serves  in  the  way  that  best  uses 
his  or  her  unique  talents  and  that  a  strict 
account  in  work-hours  shall  not  be 
required  must  be  spelled  out. 

3.  Sick  time.  Tradition  and  general 
consensus  has  it  that  when  a  pastor  is 
incapacitated,  the  salary  goes  on  without 
interruption  and  the  congregation  pays 
for  any  necessary  replacements.  It  has 
been  suggested  that  no  congregation 
should  be  expected  to  carry  such  a 
burden  longer  than  three  months.  When 
it  becomes  necessary  to  remove  a  pastor 
because  of  incapacity,  the  District 
Superintendent  must  help  with  his  or  her 
removal.  Then  the  congregation  needs  to 
be  relieved  of  financial  responsibility  for 
the  family  in  such  a  way  that  the  pastor 
and  family  are  hurt  as  little  as  possible. 
At  the  same  time,  the  entering  pastor  and 
family  should  not  suffer  because  of  the 
congregation’s  sympathy  toward  the 
former  pastor  and  family.  Hence,  if  it  is 
spelled  out  that  three  months’  salary  is  • 
recognized  as  the  outer  limit  of  a 
congregation’s  responsibility  and  any 
further  contributions  must  come  from 
individuals  and  not  from  official  sources, 
misunderstanding  and  contention  may  be 
prevented  on  all  sides.  Without  a  clearly 
stated  understanding,  exaggerated 
expectations  on  the  part  of  pastor  and 
family,  undue  guilt  on  the  part  of  the 
congregation  and  other  confusing  and 
upsetting  complications  are  sure  to  arise. 
(There  are  rules  regarding  the  in¬ 
capacitated  pastor  in  The  Board  of 
Pensions  regulations.) 

4.  Some  thought  should  be  given  to  the 
“two  for  the  price  of  one  package”  that 
the  ministry  provides.  Most  industry 
expects  something  of  the  spouse,  but 
none  expects  full-time  or  round-the-clock 
service  as  is  demanded  by  the  church. 

5.  While  the  parsonage  is  the  property 
of  the  church,  white  glove  inspections  are 
an  abomination.  A  reasonable  amount  of 
maintenance  and  care  should  be  ex¬ 
pected.  How  much?  Should  parsonage 
families  be  required  to  make  a  clean-up 
deposit  to  be  returned  on  departure  if  the 
house  passes  inspection?  Who  is  to 
decide? 

These  problems  are  numerous  and 
sticky.  We  need  to  deal  with  them.  Can 
you  specify  more?  This  writer  would  like 
to  hear  from  any  who  feel  that  the  United 
Methodist  Church  can  and  should  push 
further  to  deal  with  these  matters.  Write: 
Rev.  Louise  Long,  P.  O.  Box  25,  Point 
Arena,  California  95468. 


Cooking  Jor  a  Christmas  card  this  year 
that  is  different  and  trill  sale  you  money  ? 


"He  comes  to  us  as  One  un¬ 
known, 

without  a  name, 

as  ot  old,  by  the  lakeside, 

He  came  to  those  men  who 
knew  Him  not. 

He  speaks  to  us  the  same 
word: 

'Follow  thou  me.' 
and  sets  us  to  the  tasks  which 
he  has  to  fulfill  for  our  time. 
He  commands. 

And  to  those  who  obey  Him, 
whether  they  be  wise  or 
simple. 

He  will  reveal  Himself  In  the 
toils. 

the  conflicts,  the  sufferings 
which  they  shall  pass 
through  In  His  fellowship. 
And,  as  an  Ineffable  mystery, 
they  shall  learn  In  their  own 
experience 
Who  He  Is." 


Then  Take  Advantage  Of 
TM/UMR’sl974 
Christmas  Card  Special... 


e  Unique  combination  of 
traditional  and  contemporary 
religious  motifs 


•  Two  different  cards  pro¬ 
duced  by  TM/  UMR  staff 


•  Black  and  white  printing, 
slick  finish  card  stock,  4”  x  9” 
actual  size 

•  Can  be  mailed  as  post 
card  for  8c  or  will  fit  any 
regular  H  10  envelope 

•  We  will  rush  your  order, 
POSTPAID,  the  same  day  we 
receive  it 


Just  as  the  Wise  Men  saw  the 
star 

that  blazed  and  flamed,  send¬ 
ing  It  searching  fingers  down 
to  earth 

And  lightly  touched  the  long¬ 
ing  hearts  of  those 
who  saw  -and  followed. 

So,  once  again  that  star' will 
blaze 

And  once  again  wise  men  will 
follow. 

Are  we  that  wise?  Will  we  too 
search  the  skies? 

And  feel  the  burning  magic  of 
that  light? 

Will  we,  like  them. 

Search  and  find  our  Bethle¬ 
hem? 


Card  A 


_ Send  me  a  sample  of  each  of  the  two  cards  (enclose  50c  to  cover  postage  and  handling) 

_ 25  cards  for  12.50  _ 100  cards  for  $9.00 

_ 50  cards  for  $4.75  _ 250  carcb  for  $20.00 

_ Card  A  _ Card  B  Assortment  of  both  designs  (In  groups  of  25) 

Name  _ 


City 


-ZiP_ 


Enclose  cash,  check  or  money  order  with  your  order.  All  prices  include  return 
postage  and  handling.  Send  to  TM/UMR  Christmas  Card 
P.O.  Box  1076 
Dallas,  Texas  75221 
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Message  from  World  Methodists 
gathered  in  Jerusalem  to  the  world 


JERUSALEM  —  World  Methodist 
Convocation  on  Evangelism  here 
November  17-23  brought  together  180 
delegated  representatives  from  59 
Wesleyan  traditions.  At  the  end  of  the 
Service  of  Global  Commission  held  at 
Shepherds’  Field  near  Bethlehem  [ the 
site  where  tradition  says  the  angels  an¬ 
nounced  Christ’s  birth  to  the  shepherds ] 
the  following  " message  to  the  world" 
was  given. 

From  Jerusalem,  where  God  revealed 
how  much  He  loved  the  world,  we  declare 
to  all  people  our  faith  in  Jesus  Christ.  In 
the  land  which  is  sacred  to  Judaism, 
Islam  and  Christianity,  we  give  thanks 
for  the  many  ways  God  has  made  known 
His  nature  and  purpose,  but  for  us  His 
supreme  revelation  is  Jesus  Christ. 

We  are  aware  that  we  meet  in  the 
Middle  East  amid  the  agony  of  intense 
suffering.  We  confess  our  share  in  the 
tragedy  of  human  need  that  is  evident  in 
poverty,  strife,  injustice,  racism,  waste, 
greed,  and  corruption.  We  also  confess 
how  slow  we  have  been  in  announcing 
Good  News  of  Jesus  Christ  to  all  the 
world. 

We  are  conscious  of  problems  all  over 
the  world,  but  since  we  are  in  Jerusalem 
we  are  sensitive  to  the  need  and  distress 
of  the  Jewish  and  Arab  people.  We  urge 
that  new  initiatives  for  peace  be  taken 
now  rather  than  following  the  tragedy  of 
further  warfare.  We  plead  with  all 


From  the  pastoral  letter  to  member  churches  given  at  the  World  Methodist  Convocation  on  Evange¬ 
lism  held  in  Jerusalem: 

.  .We  are  convinced  lay  people  hold  the  key  to  effective  mission  and  evangelism.  Every  Christian  is  summoned  to  be  an 
evangelist.  We  believe  that  one  true  function  of  the  ordained  minister  is  to  train  Christians  for  person-to-person  witness,  and  the 
the  sharing  of  their  faith  by  the  example  of  their  Christian  living  in  the  world.  In  this  sacred  land  we  hear  afresh  the  charge  of 
Jesus:  You  shall  be  my  witnesses  in  Jerusalem  and  Judea  and  Samaria  and  to  the  end  of  the  earth.  .  .  ” 

Americans  ‘still  ache  to  believe’ 

But  magazine  survey  shows  shift  away  from  formal  religion 


nations  to  cooperate  in  seeking  the  ways 
of  peace  and  reconciliation. 

We  believe  the  greatest  need  of  the 
world  is  the  acknowledgment  of  God.  We 
need  the  wisdom  of  God  to  grapple  with 
the  immensity  of  the  problems  facing 
mankind.  We  need  the  greatness  of  God 
to  bind  together  the  broken  human 
family.  We  need  the  power  of  God  to  gain 
deliverance  from  every  evil  which  holds 
human  nature  in  bondage.  We  need  the 
love  of  God  to  invest  every  life  with 
dignity  and  worth. 

We  call  on  all  people  everywhere  to  live 
by  the  love  of  God.  Behind  the 
restlessness  and  the  false  solutions  found 
in  today’s  society  is  the  craving  of  the 
human  spirit  for  God.  By  an  inner  per¬ 
sonal  experience  of  God  through  Jesus 
Christ  all  can  claim  the  forgiving  love 
and  power  of  God.  True  religion, 
however,  will  issue  in  deeds  of  mercy,  in 
the  creation  of  a  new  community,  and  in 
the  struggle  to  establish  peace  and 
justice  in  the  earth. 

We  call  on  all  governments  to  assure 
religious  and  political  freedom.  Religious 
liberty  must  include  freedom  to  worship 
and  to  propogate  one’s  religious  beliefs. 

We  believe  the  human  race  is  in  deadly 
peril.  The  greedy  exploitation  of  the 
earth’s  resources  must  be  halted  if 
humanity  is  to  survive.  Mankind’s 
welfare  will  depend  upon  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  a  responsible  stewardship  of 
nature  instead  of  the  attempt  to  dominate 
it  or  exploit  it. 

We  call  for  renewed  and  more  serious 
international  action  to  eliminate  poverty, 
hunger,  and  disease.  We  speak  against 
all  wastefulness,  especially  the  ex¬ 


travagant  multiplication  of  armaments. 
We  call  for  the  adoption  of  a  simpler  life 
in  affluent  lands,  and  the  more  generous 
contributions  of  resources  for  world 
relief.  Sacrifice  and  self-denial  in 
“developed”  lands  are  inescapable  if 
living  standards  in  “developing’’ 
countries  are  to  rise  without  exhausting 
the  earth.  Self-indulgence,  both  personal 
and  by  the  corporate  elements  of  society 
is  a  defiance  of  the  “Great  Command¬ 
ment”  of  Jesus  which  demands  love  of 
God  and  love  of  neighbor. 

As  we  look  toward  "developing”  lands 
we  affirm  the  right  and  the  need  of  op¬ 
pressed  people  to  organize  themselves 
and  struggle  for  that  justice  which  is 
God’s  loving  intention  for  them. 

The  time  has  come  to  seek  a  new  world 
civilization  which  begins  in  the  creation 
of  a  new  people  by  Jesus  Christ. 
Humanity  needs  the  transformation  of 
character  which  the  Christian  calls  “the 
new  birth”  more  than  it  needs  more 
planning,  for  without  the  making  of  new 
people  there  can  be  no  new  society.  God, 
through  the  life,  death  and  resurrection 
of  Jesus  Christ  is  making  new  people  for 
a  new  world. 

We  believe  that  God  continues  to  offer 
His  Kingdom  and  its  radical  demands  to 
humanity.  We  see  the  victories  of  the 
human  spirit  today  amid  the  turmoil  of 
the  years, and  take  heart.  We  call  for 
faith  and  hope  in  the  Living  God.  God  has 
not  forgotten  or  abandoned  His  world. 
Openly  He  stands  before  us  inviting  us  to 
join  with  Him  as  He  fulfills  His  purposes 
in  history.  It  is  in  His  victory,  won 
forever  in  Jesus  Christ,  which  is  our  faith 
and  our  hope. 


DEL  MAR,  Calif.  (RNS)  —  Forty 
thousand  replies  to  a  “Psychology 
Today”  religion  questionnaire  reveal 
that  Americans  “still  ache  to  believe 
.  .  .  there  is  something  beyond  our 
personal  and  collective  reach.” 

Editors  were  surprised  both  at  the 
number  of  responses  and  at  the  per¬ 
vasive  religious  sentiment  among 
readers  of  the  sophisticated,  secular 
magazine. 

Analysis  of  the  replies,  however,  in¬ 
dicate  that  “the  content  of  faith”  for 
many  persons  has  shifted  from  formal 
religion  to  new  expressions,  such  as 
personal  mystery. 

Traditional  churches  are  viewed  with 
growing  “skepticism  or  disinterest," 
according  to  a  survey  report  in  the 
November  issue  of  the  monthly  published 
here. 

Churches  may  be  “crumbling;” 
religion  is  not,  conclude  sociologists 
Robert  Wuthnow  and  Charles  Y.  Glock, 
who  prepared  the  questionnaire  and 
assessed  the  responses. 

"God  is  not  dead;  he  has  simply 
changed  clothes  and  come  down  from  the 
clouds  into  the  body,”  said  the 
sociologists. 

Of  the  respondents,  40  per  cent  of  the 
women  and  36  per  cent  of  the  men  said 
they  “definitely”  believe  in  God.  Twenty- 
six  per  cent  of  the  women  and  28  per  cent 
of  the  men  said  they  are  “un¬ 
comfortable”  with  the  word  “God”  but 
believe  in  something  “more”  or 
“beyond.” 

Americans  still  want  to  believe  “that 
someone  is  minding  the  store,”  say  Dr. 
Wuthnow,  who  teaches  at  the  University 
of  Arizona,  and  Dr.  Glock,  a  Berkeley- 
based  sociologist  who  has  conducted 
extensive  research  on  religion  and 


society. 

Yet  slightly  more  respondents  believe 
in  ESP  than  definitely  believe  in  God. 
Seventy  per  cent  took  the  “safe  and 
doubtful  route”  on  astrology. 

The  voluntary  questionnaire  ran  in 
December  1973  issue  of  “Psychology 
Today,”  whose  readers  tend  to  be  young, 
affluent,  well  educated  and  open  to  ex¬ 
periments  in  living. 

Feeling  that  readers  “might” 
represent  trends  in  religion,  the 
magazine  editors  commissioned  the 
survey,  a  version  of  a  survey  conducted 
earlier  in  the  San  Francisco  area  by  Dr. 
Glock  and  associates  in  the  Research 
Program  in  Religion  and  Society  at 
Berkeley. 

One  goal  of  the  “Psychology  Today” 
questionnaire  was  to  discover,  if  there  is 
a  trend  away  from  formal  religion, 
whether  the  trend  is  toward  no  religion  or 
some  other  form. 

Repeatedly  stressing  that  the  replies 
do  not  represent  a  scientific  cross-section 
of  America,  the  sociologist  say  that 
respondents  represent  a  trend  away  from 


active  participation  in  conventional 
churches. 

Of  the  respondents,  53  per  cent  iden¬ 
tified  themselves  with  conventional 
religion:  27  per  cent  Protestant,  18  per 
cent  Roman  Catholic,  4  per  cent  Jewish,  3 
per  cent  Unitarian  and  1  per  cent  either 
Eastern  Orthodox  or  Mormon. 

Thirty-seven  per  cent  said  they  have 
broken  ties  with  formal  religion;  10  per 
cent  said  they  have  no  religion;  13  per 
cent  claimed  to  be  atheists  or  agnostic, 
and  14  per  cent  called  themselves 
humanists. 

More  than  70  per  cent  of  the  respon¬ 
dents  were  in  the  18-to  34-year-old  range; 
57  per  cent  were  women,  43  per  cent 
men;  more  than  80  per  cent  had  “some” 
college,  and  52  per  cent  were  single. 

Somewhat  to  the  amazement  of  the 
analysts,  only  8  per  cent  of  the  women 
and  9  per  cent  of  the  men  said  prayer 
“never  helps.” 

Thirty-three  per  cent  of  the  women 
(and  36  per  cent  of  the  men)  said  that 
“prayer  is  only  talking  to  yourself,  but 
that  is  sometimes  helpful.”  Forty -one 


per  cent  of  the  women  (32  per  cent  of 
men)  said,  “God  always  answers  prayer, 
but  His  answer  may  not  be  ours.” 

Of  those  returning  the  questionnaire,  21 
per  cent  identifying  themselves  as 
members  of  traditional  churches  or 
temples  said  they  attend'worship  weekly. 
Twenty-seven  per  cent  defined  them¬ 
selves  as  conventional  but  do  not  attend 
services  regularly/^nd  35  per  cent  said 
they  never  go  to  3ftitfch. 

“People  still  seek  answers  to  the  great 
religious  questions  tyat  human  beings 
have  addressed  themselves  to  for  cen¬ 
turies,”  said  the  sociologists. 

Majority  percentages  said  they  think 
often  or  sometimes  about  the  following 
questions: 

—How  can  I  find  real  happiness?  —  83 
per  cent. 

—What  is  the  purpose  of  lifd?  —  84  per 
cent. 

—Does  God  exist?  —  61  per  cent. 

—What  is  there  suffering  in  the  world? 
—  76  per  cent. 

—What  happens  after  death?  —  73  per 
cent. 


the  church  today 


UMCC’s  watchword  is  ‘growth’ 

Three  Divisions  report  on  1974’s  work,  plan  for  the  future 
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Rate:  28c  per  word,  figure  or  Initial  per  In¬ 
sertion.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on 
contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  In  advance.  Minimum  charge  of  >6.23 
Service  charge  or  blind  ads  SI. 00  per  Insertion 


BIBLE  HOSPITAL  BOOK  BINDING  —  30 
years  in  business.  Samples,  price  lists, 
testimonials  sent  on  request  412  South  St. 
Paul.  Dallas.  Texas  7S20L  (214 >-747-4840. 


H  O  MEP  ARE  NTS  NEEDED  for  child  care. 
These  are  full  time  positions  for  married 
couples  with  no  dependents.  In  addition  to 
salary,  we  provide  meals,  laundry  service, 
living  quarters  while  on  duty,  sick  leave;  also 
Insurance  and  retirement  programs  are 
available.  Applicants  must  be  non-smokers, 
non-drinkers,  high  school  graduate,  preferably 
with  college  training.  These  positions  can 
provide  very  rewarding  experiences.  Please 
contact  the  personnel  Department.  Methodist 
Home,  1111  Herring  Ave.,  Waco.  Texas  76706. 


NEW.  LARGE  SCRIPTURE  GREETING 
NOTES:  4  beautiful  designs,  12  notes.  Lovely 
gift.  Free  catalog.  Send  >2.00.  Olive  Tree,  Box 
50.  Dept.  TM.  Brookevllle,  Md.  20729. 


14  DAY  CARIBBEAN-SOUTH  AMERICAN 
cruise  tour:  Departing  Dallas.  February  1, 
$1,079.00.  Ten  porta  of  call  —  escorted  by  Miss 
Carolyn  Humphries,  4310  Swiss  Ave.,  Dallas 
75204,  or  phone  (214  )  823-7427. 


SCANDINAVIA  AND  CENTRAL  EUROPE: 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  Ed  Laux,  experienced  escorts. 
Invite  you  to  join  them.  3  weeks  In  July  1978. 
Brochure  available.  Write:  Rev.  Ed  Laux,  6247 
Annapolis,  Dallas,  Texas  75214. 


OVER  62  AND  HEALTHY?  Retire  on  Mon¬ 
terey  Peninsula  In  a  Methodist  retirement 
home.  Entry  and  monthly  fees  provide  com¬ 
prehensive  medical  care,  housekeeping  ser¬ 
vice  and  all  meals.  Walking  distance  to  town. 
Bus  and  taxis  available.  Guaranteed  life  care. 
Write:  Administrator,  Forest  Hill  Manor, 
Pacific  Grove.  Calif.  03980,  (408)-378-S12S. 


PREGNANT?  UNMARRIED?  Give  your  baby 
a  home  and  a  chance  at  life!  The  Methodist 
Mission  Home  In  San  Antonio  offers  a  com¬ 
plete,  confidential  service  on  your  problems. 
Good  living  situation,  warm  acceptance,  best 
medical  care,  expert  counseling  and  con¬ 
tinuing  high  school  education.  Call  or  write: 
Rev.  Harold  Burkhardt,  6487  Whitby  Rd.,  San 
Antonio,  Texas  7824CL  Phone  (812)  696-2410. 


L 


MINISTERS:  CONTINUING  EDUCATION. 
Join  Methodists  expanding  intellectual 
horizons  through  directed  external  studies. 
Graduate  programs  based  on  traditional 
-Woodards  available  to  disciplined  students 
everywhere.  Brochure:  The  Geneva 
Theological  College  In  Indiana,  3037-4 5th. 
Highland.  Ind.  46322. 


TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 

DALLAS  —  The  opportunities  and 
implications  of  continuing  growth  was 
the  main  topic  of  both  official  and  in¬ 
formal  discussion  as  the  United 
Methodist  Communications  Council 
(UMCC)  met  here  Nov.  20-22. 

Although  owned  by  the  seven  annual 
conferences  in  Texas  and  New  Mexico, 
the  UMCC  includes  representatives  from 
17  annual  conferences  in  Texas  and  New 
Mexico,  the  UMCC  includes  represen¬ 
tatives  from  17  annual  conferences 
outside  of  Texas  and  New  Mexico  where 
conference  editions  of  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter  are  circulated. 

These  representatives  from  all  parts  of 
the  country  served  by  The  United 
Methodist  Reporter  have  a  full  voice  and 
vote  in  the  operation  of  the  Newspaper 
Division,  the  largest  of  the  UMCC’s  three 
divisions.  The  Newspaper  Division  is  the 
division  of  the  council  related  to  the 
operation  of  The  United  Methodist 
Reporter,  (which  is  known  as  The  Texas 
Methodist  inside  the  state  of  Texas  and 
New  Mexico). 

Other  divisions  of  the  council  include 
the  Media  Division,  which  handles  media 
relations  and  provides  communications 
resources  for  the  seven  annual  confer¬ 
ences  in  Texas  and  New  Mexico,  and  the 
Agency  Services  Division,  which  pro¬ 
vides  professional  services  of  the  type 
offered  by  an  advertising  agency  — 
print,  film,  and  sound  —  on  a  fee  basis  for 
church  agencies  and  institutions. 

Dr.  W.  E.  Trice,  UMCC  chairman, 
explained  the  uniqueness  of  the  council’s 
organization  during  the  opening  plenary 
session  as  one  in  which  the  basic  power  is 
not  “centralized.”  He  said  the  council  is 
rather  “a  cooperative  body  in  which 
most  decisions  are  made  within  the 
council’s  three  divisions.  Nevertheless, 
our  three  divisions  are  very  much  related 
because  of  who  we  are  and  what  we  do  for 
the  church.” 

Newspaper  Division  Highlights 

The  Rev.  Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III, 
editor-general  manager  of  The  Texas 
Methodist/  United  Methodist  Reporter, 
reported  on  the  continuing  growth  of 
TM/  UMR  in  terms  of  circulation, 
budget  and  services  to  local  churches 
and  annual  conferences. 

Approved  for  1975  was  a  budget  of 
approximately  1.2  million  dollars,  up 
more  than  a  quarter  of  a  million  dollars 
from  1974.  This  increase  results  largely 
from  increased  circulation  which  is 
expected  to  total  more  than  308,000  by  the 
first  of  January.  This  is  an  increase  of 
50,000  over  the  same  time  last  year. 

Other  items  reported  in  the  Newspaper 
Division  report  included: 

-A  net  gain  of  24  TM/  UMR  local 
church  editions  during  the  past  12 


months. 

—Seven  new  annual  conference 
editions  of  TM/  UMR  have  been  initiated 
during  the  past  year,  bringing  the  total 
number  of  conferences  served  to  24. 

—The  Rev.  Clyde  Chesnutt  was  named 
news  editor  of  TM/  UMR  and  Bud 
Herron  was  named  senior  staff  writer  by 
Mr.  Dunnam.  These  positions  have 
grown  out  of  a  restructuring  of  the 
newspaper’s  editorial  staff  which  began 
with  the  resignations  of  two  staff 
members  in  August.  Mr.  Chesnutt  will 
serve  as  the  chief  news  executive  with 
responsibilities  to  organize,  design  and 
select  news  for  TM/  UMR’s  “inside 
pages”  in  addition  to  news  writing.  Mr. 
Herron  will  serve  as  TM/  UMR’s  chief 
writer  and  will  assist  Mr.  Chesnutt  in 
news  editing  responsibilities.  At  the 
same  time,  Pat  Sites  was  designated  a 
full-time  TM/  UMR  staff  writer.  Mrs. 
Sites  joined  the  newspaper  in  September 
as  a  part-time  writer  and  a  part-time 
production  assistant. 

—Retired  Bishop  T.  Otto  Nall,  former 
editor  of  “The  Christian  Advocate” 
magazine  and  a  frequent  contributor  to 
TM/  UMR  during  recent  months,  has 
agreed  to  become  a  contributing  editor. 
Bishop  Nall  regularly  will  write  news, 
feature  and  opinion  articles  for 
TM/  UMR  and  will  serve  as  a  continuing 
consultant  to  the  staff. 

—Rates  were  established  by  the 
division.  This  included  1975  rates. for  the 
local  church  editions  and  1976  rates  for 
the  annual  conference  editions. 

—Awards  honoring  TM/  UMR 
presented  during  1974  were  listed.  They 
included  an  award  of  “general  ex¬ 
cellence”  presented  for  TM/  UMR’s 
over-all  quality  by  the  Associated  Church 
Press  plus  awards  for  “best  reportage" 
and  “best  editorial.” 

—the  Newspaper  Division’s  Executive 
Committee,  which  provides  counsel  to 
the  Editor  and  staff  between  sessions, 
was  appointed  by  division  chairman,  Dr. 
Ted  Richardson  of  the  Southwest  Texas 
Conference.  Included  on  the  1975  Execu¬ 
tive  Committee  are:  Dr.  Richardson,  Dr. 
Hollis  Shook,  New  Mexico  Conference; 
Dr.  Stewart  Clendenin,  Texas  Confer¬ 
ence;  the  Rev.  Wayne  Williams,  Califor- 
nia-Nevada  Conference;  the  Rev.  Shrum 
Burton,  Missouri  Conference;  and  Mr. 
Ray  Wilson,  Southern  Califomia-Arizona 
Conference. 

Conferences  with  UMR  editions  were 
represented  at  the  meeting  as  follows: 
Baltimore,  the  Rev.  Anders  Lunt;  Cali- 
fornia-Nevada,  the  Rev.  Wayne  Wil¬ 
liams;  Florida,  the  Rev.  Clarence  Whit¬ 
ley;  Holston,  the  Rev.  Stan  McCready; 
Kansas  East,  Ms.  Jeanne  Rimes; 
Louisiana,  Dr.  Ralph  Cain;  Memphis,  the 
Rev.  Russell  Gallimore;  Minnesota,  the 


Rev.  Duane  Lunemann;  Missouri  East 
and  Missouri  West,  Dr.  Shrum  Burton; 
Northern  Illinois,  Dr.  William  D.  White; 
Oklahoma  Indian  Missionary,  the  Rev. 
Noah  Long;  Peninsula,  Ms.  Susan  Lang; 
Rocky  Mountain,  the  Rev.  Don  Sperber; 
Southern  California; Arizona,  Mr.  Ray 
Wilson;  Tennessee,  Dr.  John  Corry; 
Western  Pennsylvania,  Dr.  Robert  Siess. 

Highlights  of  other  divisions  of  the 
UMCC  included: 

Media  Division 

Dr.  Robert  L.  Robertson,  director  of 
the  Media  Division,  reported  that  his 
division  had  completed  a  successful  six- 
month  experimental  television  produc¬ 
tion  program  and  has  employed  a  second 
staff  person  to  take  charge  of  the 
program.  (Dr.  Robertson,  in  addition  to 
his  duties  as  division  director,  serves  as 
executive  director  of  the  council.  His 
duties  there  relate  to  the  administration 
of  the  council  and  do  not  include  ad¬ 
ministrative  control  over  the  heads  of  the 
other  two  divisions.) 

Mr.  Bob  Johnson,  formerly  director  of 
the  annual  alumni  giving  at  Southern 
Methodist  University  and  a  graduate  of 
the  school’s  broadcast  department,  will 
assume  duties  as  the  division’s  Producer 
for  Radio  and  Television  as  of  Jan.  1. 

The  division  secured  the  services  of 
Mr.  Johnson  in  May  on  a  consultative 
basis  “as  funds  were  available”  to  raise 
production  money  and  produce  a  four- 
part  instructional  television  series 
featuring  Dr.  W.  J.  A.  Power.  The  series 
will  soon  be  released  for  local  church  and 
cable  TV  use. 

In  addition  to  being  a  producer,  Mr. 
Johnson  will  be  a  fund  raiser  for  the 
division’s  $167,000  budget,  $100,000  of 
which  must  come  from  grants  and  other 
donations.  To  date,  $20,000  has  already 
been  committed  from  two  different 
foundations. 

Agency  Services  Division 

The  Rev.  Jack  McGee,  director  of  the 
Agency  Services  Division,  reported  on 
the  continued  growth  and  self-support  of 
his  division.  The  newest  of  the  three 
divisions,  Agency ,  Services,  has  gone 
through  a  period  of  defining  itself  in 
terms  of  the  over-all  communications 
outreach  of  the  church  in  seven  annual 
conferences  serving  Texas  and  New 
Mexico. 

Mr.  McGee  reported  that  during  the 
past  year  his  division  has  provided 
communications  assistances  at  the  local, 
conference,  state  and  jurisdictional 
levels.  Services  provided  were  in  the 
areas  of  film  and  sound  production, 
publications,  consultant’s  services  and 
advertising. 

A  budget  of  $111,000  was  approved  by 
the  division  for  agency  services  in  1975. 


Two  positions  open  in  UM  board 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (UMC)  — 
Applicants  for  two  executive  positions, 
with  “priority  consideration”  assured  for 
ethnic  minorities,  are  being  sought  by  the 
United  Methodist  Church’s  Board  of 
Church  and  Society. 

A  new  general  secretary,  in  the  board’s 
top  staff  position,  will  begin  in  1976. 
Already  vacant  is  the  directorship  of  the 
Department  of  Drug  and  Alcohol  Con¬ 
cerns. 

The  executive  administers  a 
professional  staff  of  some  15  persons  in 
Washington,  working  under  a  national 
board.  The  agency  deals  with  a  wide 
variety  of  social  issues  including  race 
relations,  world  peace,  church-govern¬ 
ment  relations,  addictions,  moral  values, 
crime,  health  care,  social  welfare,  civil 
liberties,  labor. 

Chairpersons  of  the  search  committees 
are  Bishop  James  Armstrong,  Aberdeen, 
S.D.,  board  president  and  Dr.  Sally  Geis 
of  Denver,  Colo.,  both  of  whom  can  be 
addressed  through  the  board’s  offices  at 
100  Maryland  Ave.,  NE,  Washington,  D. 
C. 

‘Easy  to  read’  Christmas 
story  translation 

NEW  YORK  -  The  traditional 
Christmas  story  has  been  told  in  a  new 
way  by  the  American  Bible  Society.  This 
new  translation  is  especially  easy  to 
read,  and  will  make  it  possible  for 
millions  of  adult  Americans  and  count¬ 
less  children  with  limited  reading  skill 
to  read  the  story  for  themselves  for  the 
first  time. 

In  these  Scripture  Selections,  un¬ 
familiar  and  complex  words  have  been 
changed  to  simpler  ones,  or  several 
words  used  in  explanation.  Phrases 
giving  historical  information  incidental 
to  the  story  have  been  omitted. 

The  American  Bible  Society  plans  to 
translate  its  Scripture  Literacy  Selec¬ 
tions  into  200  languages  for  the  new 
readers  of  the  world.  The  United  Nations 
estimates  that  there  will  be  at  least  two 
billion  new  readers  coming  to  the  world 
of  print  between  now  and  the  year  2000. 

Former  EUB  properties 
to  be  sold 

PITTSBURGH,  Pa.  (UMC)  —  Per¬ 
suaded  that  ten  churches  which  rejected 
affiliation  with  United  Methodism  are  not 
changing  their  decisions,  Western 
Pennsylvania  Conference  has  voted  to 
sell  the  properties  involved. 

The  action  at  a  special  session  Oct.  26 
followed  by  11  months  a  court  decision 
that  confirmed  ownership  by  the  con¬ 
ference  rather  than  by  the  former 
Evangelical  United  Brethren  con¬ 
gregations,  some  of  whom  have  af¬ 
filiated  with  the  Evangelical  Church  of 
North  America.  It  also  followed  a  period 
of  continued  negotiation  and  invitation  to 
join  the  United  Methodist  Church,  but 
“for  the  most  part,  these  overtures  were 
cordially  received  and  declined,”  ac¬ 


cording  to  Bishop  Roy  C.  Nichols’  office. 

The  conference  trustees  reported  that 
some  of  the  buildings  and  land  might  be 
sold  to  the  withdrawing  churches.  Most 
are  in  small  communities,  across  three 
districts,  and  the  district  superintendents 
reported  “no  interest  in  continuing  a 
United  Methodist  ministry.”  In  only  one 
of  the  ten  communities  is  there  also  a 
United  Methodist  congregation. 

New  archbishop  sees  two 
tasks  for  church 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  Archbishop 
Donald  Coggan  of  York,  the  next  Arch¬ 
bishop  of  Canterbury,  has  outlined  what 
he  sees  as  the  two  main  tasks  of  the 
church  —  “worshipping  God  and  going 
into  the  world  with  its  message  of 
salvation  and  redemption.” 

He  was  interviewed  by  ABC  news 
correspondent  George  Watson  on  the 
television  network’s  Directions  series 
last  month. 

Asked  to  describe  his  concept  of 
evangelism,  Dr.  Coggan  said, 
“Evangelism  is  facing  a  man  with 
Christ,  the  risen,  living  Lord  of  the 
church  ...  in  a  way  that  he  can  know 
Christ.”  He  rejected  the  view  that 
evangelism  is  primarily  emotional,  but 
suggested  that  “it’3  primarily  a  matter 
of  the  will,  of  service,  and  obedience.” 

Dr.  Coggan’s  investiture  will  take 
place  this  month.  He  will  succeed  Dr. 
Michael  Ramsey  as  the  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury  and  the  101st  churchman  to 
occupy  that  post. 


You’re 

holding  up 
the  works! 


the  "good  works,"  that  is— if 
your  church  has  not  yet  paid 
in  full  its  apportionment  for 
WORLD  SERVICE  and  CON¬ 
FERENCE  BENEVOLENCES. 
Please  send  all  money  for 
general  benevolences  to  your 
Annual  Conference  treasurer 
by  Dec.  31  (or  other  deadline 
given  by  the  treasurer). 

United  Methodist  Communications 

1200  Davis  St.. Evanston,  III.  60201 
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interest  per  annum 

with  maturity  dates  ranging  from  1  to  10’A  years  and 
interest  payable  semiannually. 

This  announcement  is  neither  an  offer  .to  sell  nor  a  solicitation 
of  an  offer  to  buy.  The  offer  Is  made  by  prospectus  only. 


c5 1 CE  Culbertsori  and  Company- 


Within  Texas,  call  1-800  *  rr 

Outside  of  Texas,  call  l-800-»3i-a425  (toll  free) 


1408  Continental  Life  Building 
Fort  Worth,  Texas  76102 


Gentlemen:  Please  send  Information  on  available  first  mortgage  church  bonds. 
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Tire  salesman  retreads 


By  BILL  BUCHANAN 
Former  TM/UMR  Staff  Writer 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  One  day  more 
than  a  year  ago.  Bill  Fuller  decided  to 
investigate  seriously  the  Christian  idea 
that  one  truly  finds  oneself  in  service  to 
others. 

So,  setting  aside  a  well-paying  job  as 
one  of  B.  F.  Goodrich’s  top  salesmen,  the 


PEACE: 


SANTA  CRUZ.  CA.  (RNS)  —  Dr. 
Eugene  Carson  Blake  said  here  that  the 
church  is  more  likely  than  any  institution 
of  Western  culture  to  provide  a  foun¬ 
dation  for  the  peaceful  world  community 
needed  on  earth. 

The  retired  general  secretary  of  the 
World  Council  of  Churches  explained  his 
stand  in  lectures  at  the  University  of 
California  at  Santa  Cruz,  where  he  was 
Regents’  Lecturer  in  November. 

Dr.  Blake,  a  United  Presbyterian 
clergyman,  said  at  the  outset  that  he 
knew  some  of  his  listeners  were  not 
enthusiastic  about  the  church.  He 
acknowledged  that  organized  Christian- 


BANGKOK  (EPS)  —  Asian  churches 
are  charged  with  “callous  indifference  to 
the  facts  of  hunger  and  starvation”  on 
the  Indian  sub-continent  in  a  statement 
drawn  up  by  the  Fifth  Assembly  of  the 
Asian  Church  Women’s  Conference. 
Women’s  groups  were  urged  to  force  the 
question  of  poverty  onto  the  churches’ 
agenda. 

Simultaneously  a  cable  was  sent  to  the 
World  Council  of  Churches  asking  for 
immediate  relief  programs  plus  a  long¬ 
term  educational  program  to  assist  the 
full  development  of  the  countries  in¬ 
volved. 

The  assembly  elected  Mrs.  Agnes 
Loyall  of  India  as  chairperson  for  the 
next  four  years.  As  the  executive 
secretary  of  women’s  work  for  the 
Methodist  Church  in  Southern  Asia,  she 
travels  widely  throughout  the  region  and 
at  the  assembly  was  particularly  vocal 
on  poverty  and  injustice. 

Dr.  Aline  Wong,  a  dynamic,  young 
Chinese  sociologist  who  lectures  at 
Singapore  University,  lectured  on  the 


United  Methodist  layman  plunged  in 
head-first  as  an  unsalaried  Good  Samari¬ 
tan  lending  help  to  several  human 
service  programs  in  the  Bay  Area. 

It  was  an  experience  that  opened  his 
eyes  and  radically  changed  his  outlook  on 
the  world. 

Looking  back  over  that  year  during  a 
recent  interview  here,  Bill  concluded 
that  not  only  did  his  experiences  bear  out 


ity  has  a  “sorry  history”  at  many  points. 
He  conceded  that  the  church  does  not 
have  a  monopoly  on  truth  about  human 
life. 

Yet  he  declared  that  most  problems  in 
the  modern  world  result  from  a  “lack  of 
widely  accepted  assumptions  about 
human  life  and  its  meanings.” 

‘The  Christian  church  is  the  repository 
of  a  gospel  about  God  which  gives 
ultimate  meaning  to  human  life  and 
history,”  Dr.  Blake  said. 

In  the  course  of  two  lectures,  the 
clergyman  surveyed  many  “isms”  and 
ideologies,  including  materialism, 


revolutionary  changes  in  society  and 
their  effect  on  young  people,  educators, 
men  and  women  and  lastly  the  church.  . 

“While  it  is  good  to  have  the  relative 
stability  of  the  church,”  she  said,  “yet  it 
perpetuates  conservative  attitudes  and  is 
not  even  aware  of  some  of  the  problems 
which  exist  all  around.”  She  was  par¬ 
ticularly  hard  on  its  “power  hierarchy” 
which  makes  no  provision  for  women.  “It 
is  not  that  we  seek  places  of  privilege  on 
grounds  of  our  sex,"  she  said,  “but  even 
highly  qualified  women  are  given  no 
place  in  the  church  leadership.” 

Thus  the  assembly  statement  focused 
on  church  structures  and  initiated  a 
process  aimed  at  bringing  women  more 
fully  into  decision-making  positions. 
Other  sections  of  the  statement  men¬ 
tioned  the  exploitation  of  women  for 
profit  or  pleasure  and  the  need  for 
leadership  training.  Women’s  groups  will 
be  asked  to  make  studies  and  take  action 
to  combat  discrimination  against  women 
in  industry  and  their  exploitation  by  the 
tourist  industry.  Also  assembly  par¬ 
ticipants  recognized  the  necessity  for 
women  to  be  trained  to  speak  in  public. 


the  truth  of  the  theory,  they  also  laid  the 
foundation  for  a  new  and  more  rewarding 
lifestyle. 

The  whole  business  actually  started 
about  three  or  four  years  ago  when  he 
began  to  notice,  he  said,  “a  great  deal  of 
dissatisfaction  with  the  way  things  were 
going  in  my  life.” 

Having  been  reared  as  a  typical 


agnosticism,  humanism,  Marxism, 
capitalism,  and  found  them  all  lacking  as 
alternatives  to  Christianity. 

He  took  a  dim  view  of  the  current  U.S. 
mixture  of  detente  and  defense  as  basis 
for  world  peace.  He  pointedly  criticized 
Secretary  of  State  Henry  Kissinger’s 
approach  to  international  relations, 
comparing  Kissinger  “detente”  to  the 
policy  of  “confrontation”  used  by  the  late 
Secretary  of  State  John  Foster  Dulles. 

“War  is  wrong  as  the  instrument  of 
international  policy,  and  the  whole  point 
of  civilization  is  to  make  it  unnecessary,” 
Dr.  Blake  said.  “But  Kissinger  is 
reported  to  hold  the  position  that  since 
nations  and  people  have  always  fought 
wars,  they  always  will;  that  peace¬ 
making  is  simply  to  go  around  the  world 
patching  up  the  cracks  before  they  break 
wide  open,  knowing  that  they  will  appear 
elsewhere  next  week  or  month  or  year. 

“But  peace  has  always  been  based  on 
justice,  not  absolute  justice  which  is  a 
utopian  dream,  but  upon  at  least  rough 
justice  and  the  recognition  that  it  and 
other  human  values  are  real  and 
relevant. 

“Kissinger’s  support  of  the  abuse  of 
civil  liberties  by  the  governments  of  our 
allies  all  over  the  world.  South  Korea,  the 
Philippines,  Brazil,  Chile,  Greece  of  the 
colonels,  Spain  and  until  recently  Por¬ 
tugal,  is  clearly  based  on  the  assumption 
that  the  only  reality  is  power  whether 
directly  military,  economic  or 
diplomatic.” 

While  taking  peace  and  justice  as 
Christian  goals,  Dr.  Blake  said  that 
another  strength  of  the  church  is  its 
ability  to  take  “sin  seriously.” 

He  said  he  was  not  speaking  of 
"Puritan  moralism”  or  “Catholic  ec¬ 
clesiastical  legalism”  or  anything  that 
legislates  “sin  into  crimes.”  He  used  the 
term  “sin”  to  refer  to  human  realities. 

Dr.  Blake  warned,  however,  that  a 
strong  doctrine  of  sin  can  lead  to  despair 
and  hedonism  unless  it  is  coupled  with 
hope  of  forgiveness  and  reconciliation, 
made  possible  by  God. 


Church  provides 
the  foundation 


Asian  women  charge 
church  6 indifference 9 


Charles  Allen, 
one  of  America’s  leading 
inspirational  writers  and 
regular  TODAY  columnist,  says: 

“this  Christmas  give  a  gift 
they’ll  think  about,  chuckle 
over,  grow  with,  quote  from, 
carry  around,  look  forward 
to,  and  thank  you  for... 
every  month!” 
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his  life  through  service 


Bill  Fuller 


middle  class  child,  I 
Bill  Fuller  had  gone  I 
on  to  fulfill  the  | 
dream  most  mid¬ 
dle-class  parents  | 
hold  for  their  chil¬ 
dren.  First  came  I 
college  and  then  | 
came  the  arduous! 
ascent  up  the  lad- 1 
der  of  professional! 
success. 

A  built-in  part  of  j 
this  syndrome,  hej 
told  TM/UMR,  was1 
a  sort  of  benign 
neglect  toward  society’s  have-nots. 

“I  never  had  much  contact  with 
minority  people  or  poor  people  or  sick 
people  or  any  of  this  sort  of  thing.  I  was 
unconsciously  insulated  from  this  entire 
group  of  society  which  represents  more 
the  way  life  really  is.” 

Into  the  bargain,  Bill  recalled,  he 
experienced  the  same  high  level  of 
tension  in  his  executive  sales  position 
that  has  sent  many  a  person  off  the 
pro.verbial  deep  end.  The  job,  he  said, 
sapped  so  much  of  his  energy  that  there 
wasn’t  enough  left  to  underwrite  the  type 

Methodism 
books  roll 
off  presses 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  An  amazing 
4,531  new  book  pages  on  the  history  of 
Methodism  have  come  rolling  off  the 
presses. 

More  than  half  of  those  pages  are  in  the 
two-volume  “Encyclopedia  of  World 
Methodism,”  published  Nov.  11  by 
Abingdon  Press,  the  United  Methodist  I 


of  involvements  he  increasingly  wanted 
to  commit  himself  to. 

Not  wanting  to  lose  the  security  of  the 
job,  however,  he  asked  for  and  was 
granted  a  year’s  leave  of  absence  to  “get 
it  all  together." 

By  the  time  his  leave  officially  started 
a  year  ago  last  July,  Bill  had  thoroughly 
researched  the  existing  service  agencies 
in  the  San  Francisco  area,  knew  the  ones 
he  wanted  to  “buy  into,”  and  was  ready 
to  move  forward. 

He  first  got  on  board  with  an 
organization  near  his  church  —  Temple 
United  Methodist  Church  —  which  was 
working  to  stabilize  the  Bay  Area’s 
racially  mixed  neighborhoods. 

Then  he  began  expanding  his  horizons 
and  got  involved  with  San  Francisco’s 
“Night  Ministry,”  a  program  sponsored 
by  the  local  council  of  churches  which, 
among  other  things,  underwrites  a 
telephone  ministry  and  a  free-floating 
minister  who  combs  San  Francisco’s 
night  spots. 

He  worked  with  the  telephone  end  of 
the  operation,  counseling  people  who 
were  “anywhere  from  just  lonely  to 
suicidal.  .  .” 

His  involvement  also  led  him  toward 
such  groups  as  “Friends  Outside,”  an 
organization  working  with  the 
predominantly  low-income  families  of 
prisoners;  the  Juvenile  Hall,  where  he 
worked  as  a  tutor  and  assistant  probation 
officer;  and  the  Volunteer’s  Bureau,  a 
central  coordinating  office  which  mat¬ 
ches  up  volunteer  workers  with  the  jobs 
for  which  they  are  most  suited. 

In  the  midst  of  all  these  goings  on,  he 
took  some  courses  in  counseling  and 
stepped  up  his  already  active  role  in  his 
local  church  and  served  as  chairman  of 
the  board  of  trustees. 

One  of  his  biggest  surprises,  Bill  said, 
was  realizing  “how  easy  it  was  to  relate 
to  the  ‘down-and-out’  people.  If  I  could 
help  them  see  that  they  were  worthwhile 
people  .  .  .  good  people  .  .  .  fine  people 


—  and  I  found  this  to  be  the  case  in 
almost  every  instance  —  then  that  was 
my  measure  of  success.” 

The  year  was  up  this  past  July,  and  Bill 
re-entered  the  workaday  world,  though 
on  a  different  footing  than  when  he  left. 

For  one  thing,  he  resigned  from 
Goodrich  and  went  into  business  for 
himself,  hoping  to  have  more  control 
over  his  time  —  a  hope  that  is  still  alive 
though  not  entirely  realized  yet,  given 
the  demands  of  starting  a  business  in  a 
recession. 

By  summer,  he  hopes,  that  business  — 
serving  as  a  manufacturer’s  represen¬ 
tative  for  plastics  products  —  will  be  off 
the  ground,  and  he  can  return  more  and 
more  to  the  lifestyle  he  discovered  last 
year. 

Meanwhile,  he’s  still  involved  with 
“Friends  Outside,”  with  the  “Night 
Ministry,”  and  with  his  church’s  board  of 
trustees.  He  recently  headed  a  probation 
aid  program  for  a  San  Francisco  youth 
guidance  center. 

And  his  philosophy  remains  firmly 
changed. 

“I  perceive  myself  now  as  being  less 
driven  by  the  image  of  success  that  is 
prevalent  among  the  group  of  people  I 
was  brought  up  with.  I  think  I  can  take 
not  being  a  corporate  vice-president.  I 
think  I  can  take  not  building  up  a  large 
retirement  fund  and  protecting  myself 
from  any  economic  eventuality.  So 
maybe  now  I’m  a  little  freer  ...  I  don’t 
need  that  outside  direction  I  thought  I  did 
at  one  time.” 

Looking  back  once  again,  Bill  said  that 
the  events  of  that  year  were  largely 
motivated  by  “my  Christian  beliefs  .  .  . 
because  of  my  belief  in  Christ  and  my 
belief  that  there  is  more  in  life  than  just 
working  for  oneself.” 

It  was  not  something  he  did,  however, 
because  he  felt  it  was  “necessary  to 
obtain  salvation.  It  was  necessary  to  do 
to  make  me  feel  like  the  kind  of  person  I 
wanted  to  be.” 


book  agency  in  Nashville. 

Edited  by  retired  Bishop  Nolan  B. 
Harmon,  the  encyclopedia  was  years  in 
the  making  and  is  the  first  production  of 
its  kind  in  75  years. 

In  October,  Abingdon  issued  a  448-page 
volume  entitled  “The  Story  of  American 
Methodism”  by  Dr.  Frederick  A.  Nor¬ 
wood,  a  professor  at  Garrett  Theological 
Seminary,  Evanston,  Ill. 

Earlier,  the  United  Methodist  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  in  New  York  released 
a  1,267-page  history  of  missions  in  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  between 
1896  and  1939.  Written  by  Dr.  J. 
Tremayne  Copplestone,  it  is  the  fourth 
book  in  a  series  on  the  History  of 
Methodist  Missions  and  is  called 
“Twentieth-Century  Horizons.” 

‘‘The  Encyclopedia  of  World 
Methodism”  describes  the  people, 
places,  doctrines,  practices  and  history 
of  Methodism  in  every  country  where  the 
heirs  of  John  Wesley,  the  18th  century 
English  founder  of  the  denomination,  are 
found. 

It  covers  the  story  of  agencies  and 
structures  up  to  1970.  Vast  appendices 
list  all  Methodist  bishops  and  certain 
other  officials.  There  is  an  extensive 
bibliography. 

The  encyclopedia  will  sell  for  $79.50 
until  Dec.  31,  after  which  it  will  be  $89.50. 

Dr.  Norwood’s  history  of  American 
Methodism  is  available  in  both  cloth 
($17.95)  and  paperback  ($9.95)  editions. 
Written  with  both  scholars  and  popular 
readers  in  mind,  it  is  one  of  the  most 
thorough  treatments  of  one  of  the  most 
successful  religious  movements  in 
America. 

Dr.  Copplestone’s  volume  on  missions 
between  18%  and  1939  was  13  years  in 
preparation.  It  presents  in  great  detail 
the  work  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  around  the  world.  Price  is  $12.50. 

The  first  three  volumes  of  the  “History 
of  Methodist  Missions,”  written  by  Wade 
Crawford  Barclay,  cover  the  period 
between  1769  and  1895. 


Religion  books 
purchased  by 
21  million 

NEW  YORK  (EP)  -  Forty-two  per 
cent  of  American  families  bought  Bibles 
or  other  religious  books  in  the  past  year, 
according  to  National  Family  Opinion, 
Inc.,  a  research  agency  which  has 
sampled  15,958  families. 

The  U.  S;  census  data  puts  the  total 
number  of  families  at  about  52  million, 
AP  Religion  Writer  George  Cornell  notes, 
therefore  21  million  of  them  in  the  last  12 
months  bought  at  least  one  religious 
book. 

The  opinion  survey  found  that  18  per 
cent  of  the  families  have  purchased  new 
Bibles  in  the  past  year  and  a  larger 
proportion,  24  per  cent,  have  purchased 
other  religious  books  —  a  total  of  about 
nine  million  Bibles  and  12  million  other 
religious  books. 

Eighty  per  cent  of  the  families  own  at 
least  one  Bible,  Cornell  writes  in  his 
analysis,  while  20  per  cent  of  them  have 
none  in  the  home.  However,  95  per  cent  of 
the  families  were  aware  of  one  or  more  of 
the  10  major  current  versions  of  the 
Bible. 

The  largest  proportion  of  families,  68 
per  cent,  own  copies  of  the  350-year-old 
King  James  Version,  while  the  next  most 
widely  owned  version,  the  30-year-old 
Revised  Standard  Version,  was  in  32  per 
cent  of  the  homes. 

The  third-placed  version,  now  in  23  per 
cent  of  the  family  homes,  was  the  three- 
year-old  Living  Bible  —  a  volume  which 
has  been  the  biggest  seller  of  all  in  the 
past  three  years  —  a  total  of  15  million 
copies  of  that  paraphrase. 


Untrim  this  Christmas  tree 

NEW  YORK  —  People  “untrim”  a  unique  Christmas  tree  in  the  New  York  head¬ 
quarters  of  the  American  Bible  Society.  The  tree  is  laden  with  colorful  Scripture 
selections  of  the  first  Christmas,  in  both  English  and  Spanish,  and  visitors  are 
invited  to  "untrim  this  tree.”  religious  news  service  photo 

TM/UMR  Biblical 
Puzzle  Bonus 

Complete,  clip  and  send  it  in 

The  following  paragraph  contains  37  “hidden”  books  of  the  bible.  These 
“hidden”  books  may  be  discovered  within  words  of  the  paragraph,  and  by 
connecting  letters  from  the  end  of  one  word  with  those  at  the  beginning  of  the 
next  word.  Underline  the  letters  to  identify  the  books.  When  you’ve  found  37, 
clip  your  puzzle  and  send  it  to  Bible  Puzzle  Bonus,  TM/  UMR,  P.O.  Box  1076, 
Dallas,  Texas  75221.  We  will  send  a  United  Methodist  ball  point  pen  to  the  first 
50  persons  who  submit  correctly  solved  puzzles  from  the  different  segments  of 
our  readership. 

While  motoring  in  Palestine  I  met  Chief  Mejud  gesticulating  wildly.  His  fez, 
raiment,  and  features  were  odd.  I  never  saw  so  dismal  a  chief.  On  market  days 
he  pumps  alms  from  every  one,  a  most  common  practice.  A  glance  shows  that 
he  acts  queerly.  Excuse  me  for  speaking  so,  but  he  was  showing  a  crowd  how 
they  used  to  revel  at  Ionian  bouts  and  the  brew  seemed  bad.  A  Fakir  was  seated 
on  a  hummock,  minus  his  hose  and  shirt  and  wearing  as  comic  a  hat  as  they 
make.  He  pointed  up  eternally  toward  a  rudely  carved  letter  J  on  a  high  cliff. 
His  uplifted  hand  was  stiff  and  numb.  Erstwhile  he  held  it  thus  for  days.  My 
companion  excitedly  cried,  “See  that  J?  Oh!  Now  I  know  we  are  near  the 
Ancient  Ai.”  Was  this  Ai  a  holy  place?  From  answer  given  elsewhere,  I’ll  say 
not.  We  asked  the  age  of  the  big  stone  J.  “O,  eleven  centuries,  at  least.”  I  knew 
that  in  such  a  jam  escorts  were  necessary.  Besides,  our  car  stuck  in  a  rut  here. 
So,  leaving  the  sedan,  I  elbowed  nearer  the  table.  A  toothless  hag  gained  access 
to  his  side  and  paused  to  rest  herself.  She  hinted,  “You  have  treasure?”  To 
!  which  I  retorted,  “Not  I.  Moth,  you  know,  and  rust,  corrupt  earthly  store.” 
i  Mejud  expressed  a  wish  to  accompany  us,  but  I  decreed,  “Thy  party  we  will  not 
'  annex,  O  dusky  Chief.  I  am  at  the  work  of  tracing  a  cargo  of  lost  tobacco.  That’s 
!  my  job.”  To  the  chief’s  expression  of  sorrow  over  the  tobacco  loss  I  answered, 

'  “It  would  all  have  gone  up  in  smoke,  anyway.”  My  brother  is  a  tramp  (rover), 

'  B.S.  from  Harvard,  too.  His  name  is  Eugene.  Sister  is  nursing  him  now.  They 
|  asked,  “Where  is  the  prodigal  at?”  I  answered  that  it  used  to  be  incorrect  to  use 
i  “at”  that  way,  but  that  the  flu  kept  Eugene  at  home  this  year.  It  really  is  too 
1  bad,  I,  a  home  body,  roaming  the  Orient,  and  he,  a  tramp,  at  home  in  bed. 
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“Surely  He  has  borne  our  griefs 
and  carried  our  sorrows  ...  He 
was  wounded  for  our  transgres¬ 
sions.  He  was  bruised  by  our 
iniquities  .  .  .  and  with  His  stripes 
we  are  healed.” 

Isaiah  53 


Talk  with  editors  brings  large  response 

11 


Dr.  Ewart  G.  Watts,  General  Board  oj  Discipiesnip,  editor,  Church  School 
Publications. 


Five  sessions  of  “Talking  With  the 
Editors”  throughout  the  Louisiana 
Conference  brought  a  large  response  of 
approximately  450  pastors,  teachers,  and 
church  school  personnel  during  the  week 
of  November  18-22.  Doctors  Ewart  G. 
Watts  and  Howard  E.  Walker,  of  Nash¬ 
ville,  itinerated  the  Conference, 
providing  opportunities  for  members  of 
our  Conference  to  examine  and  discuss 
United  Methodist  Church  materials. 

Sessions  were  held  at  First  Church, 
Crowley,  for  the  Lake  Charles  and 
Lafayette  districts;  at  First  Church, 
Bunkie,  Alexandria;  First  Church, 
Monroe,  Monroe  and  Eastern  part  of 
Ruston  districts;  Noel  Church, 
Shreveport,  Shreveport  and  Western 
part  of  Ruston  districts;  First  Church, 
Slidell,  Hammond,  New  Orleans,  and 
Baton  Rouge  districts. 

Prior  to  each  session,  Doctors  Watts 
and  Walker  met  with  District  Councils  on 
Ministries  to  discuss  use  of  United 
Methodist  curriculum  materials. 

Information  on  how  curriculum 
resources  came  into  being,  new 
materials,  and  a  demonstration  of 
Curricu-phone  were  a  part  of  each 
program.  Materials  were  on  display  for 
examination  and  information. 

A  part  of  the  presentation  included  a 

Notes,  good  news, 
attention,  from 
Conference  Treasurer 

In  a  recent  telephone  conversation  with 
Dr.  R.  Leonard  Cooke,  Conference 
Treasurer,  several  items  of  interest  were 
noted,  and  this  paper  passes  them  on  to 
our  readers. 

•  Attention  is  called  to  the  Sustentation 
Fund,  the  brotherhood  fund  of  the  Con¬ 
ference,  participated  in  by  the  pastors  on 
a  voluntary  basis.  The  amount  due  this 
year  is  one  half  of  one  per  cent  ( %  of  1% ) 
of  the  base  salary  of  the  minister  in¬ 
volved.  Retired  ministers,  including 
retired  members  who  are  pastors  of 
churches,  are  exempt. 

•  The  Board  of  Pensions  reports  that 
beginning  on  January  1,  1975  the  net 
amount  to  be  paid  to  retirees  will  be  $85 
per  service  year.  Good  news  for  all  who 
Will  be  affected! 

•  The  cut-off  date  for  receiving  1974 
monies  in  the  Conference  Treasurer’s 
office  is  Wednesday,  January  8, 1975.  No 
money  received  after  that  date  will  be 
reported  in  the  1974  totals.  The  week  of 
January  20,  1975  has  been  set  for  the 
District  Audit  meetings.  Each  district 
will  work  out  the  date  within  the  week 
that  will  be  suitable. 


filmstrip,  “You  Are  Involved,”  tracing 
the  process  of  curriculum  planning, 
emphasizing  the  important  part  played 
by  each  church  member’s  reaction  to  the 
literature. 

The  displays  included  the  various  age- 
level  series,  leadership  resources, 
cassettes,  filmstrips,  and  brochures. 

Doctor  Watts  pointed  out  that  all 
curriculum  resources  are  based  on  the 
Bible,  and  that  important  factors  taken 
into  account  in  preparing  material  are: 
our  theological  pluralism;  educational 
diversity;  evangelistic  outreach;  per¬ 
sonal  experience;  and  social  concern.  He 
noted  that  a  conscious  effort  is  being 
made  to  make  the  instruction  material 
simplified,  readable  and  understandable. 
Always,  the  Bible  is  clear  and  obvious. 

Accompanying  the  editors  on  the 
Conference- wide  program  was  Rev.  L. 
Ray  Branton,  Council  on  Ministries  Co- 
Director. 


The  Rev.  Lael  Jones,  pastor,  naynesvute-Shongaloo  Charge,  and  the  Rev.  Terry 
Willis,  pastor,  Ringgold-Castor-Grand  Bayone  Charge,  are  shown  discussing 
materials  at  Noel  Church. 


Phil  Woodland, 
pastor,  First 
Church,  Slidell,  and 
Carey  Martin,  pas¬ 
tor,  First  Church, 
Denham  Springs, 
look  over  United 
Methodist  curricu¬ 
lum  resources  at 
Hammond,  New 
Orleans,  Baton 
Rouge  districts 
meeting. 


Mrs.  Cooper  on  furlough  from  Liberia 


W  mmm 

Mrs.  Doretha  Brown  Cooper 

Mrs.  Doretha  Brown  Cooper,  our 
United  Methodist  Missionary  who  has 
served  in  Liberia,  West  Africa,  since 
1960,  is  in  Louisiana  on  a  three-month 
furlough.  She  will  be  available  to  support 
churches,  other  local  churches  and 
cluster  groups  for  speaking  engagements 
from  December  15, 1974  through  January 
31,  1975. 

Arrangements  for  Mrs.  Cooper’s 
speaking  engagements  should  be  made 
through  Mrs.  Marcus  L.  Burks,  3835 
Drusilla  Drive,  Baton  Rouge,  La.  70809, 
according  to  information  from  the  Rev. 
Garland  Dean,  Conference  Mission 
Secretary. 

During  her  most  recent  term,  Mrs. 
Cooper  has  been  Dean  of  the  Co-educa¬ 
tional  Mission  hostel  in  Monrovia. 
There  are  presently  72  children  there, 
including  students  from  the  College  of 
West  Africa.  Prior  to  her  present 
assignment,  she  taught  in  Mission 


Schools  in  Ganta  and  in  Monrovia. 

Born  in  Ivanhoe,  La.,  Mrs.  Cooper  was 
graduated  from  Dillard  University,  and 
has  done  graduate  work  at  Scarritt 
College,  Nashville,  Tenn.  She  was 
married  in  August  1974  in  Liberia. 

It  is  suggested  by  the  Reverend  Mr. 
Dean  that  persons  in  each  district  who 
can  help  make  arrangements  for  Mrs. 
Cooper  to  visit  a  church  or  district  are 
the  District  Superintendent,  District 
UMW  President,  District  Missionary 
Secretary;  and  District  Program 
Coordinator  for  Global  Concerns,  UMW. 
Entertainment  and  transportation  costs 
are  to  be  paid  by  the  local  group. 

While  on  furlough,  Mrs.  Cooper  is  at 
1034  Eagle  Street,  Franklin,  La.  70538, 
telephone:  318/  828-3406. 

St.  Matthew  Church, 
Algiers,  observes 
Laity  Day 

St.  Matthew  Church,  New  Orleans, 
observed  Laity  Day  with  a  number  of  lay 
persons  leading  the  worship  service. 
Ralph  Clark,  a  long-time  active  layman 
of  the  church,  spoke  on  'the  theme,  “What 
Shall  I  Do?” 

Observing  the  day  on  November  17,  the 
theme  for  the  occasion  was  “Together 
We  Can.”  An  appropriate  scripture  was 
pointed  up  throughout  the  program : 
“Behold  how  good  and  how  pleasant  is  it 
for  brethren  to  dwell  together  in  unity.” 

Chairperson  for  the  event  was  George 
Grant.  The  Rev.  Nathan  Daniels,  Jr.  is 
pastor. 


Special  number: 
Curric-U-Phone 

Do  you  have  any  questions  about 
United  Methodist  curriculum, 
literature,  other  matters  con¬ 
cerning  church  resources?  If  so, 
the  toll  free  number  to  dial  is: 
1-800  -  251-8591 

“S.  J.  Primm  Day” 
at  Algiers  Church 


Dr.  and  Mrs.  Hurley  welcomed  at  reception 


Bishop’s  Message 

Those  who  anticipate  bountiful  and  sumptuous  holiday  dinners  would  do  well 
spiritually  to  contemplate  the  following  recent  action  of  the  Council  of  Bishops. 
In  view  of  world  hunger,  someone  at  the  Council  suggested  that  we  all  give  the 
cost  of  a  meal  for  ourselves  and  our  wives  to  the  fund  for  the  alleviation  of  world 
hunger,  which  is  now  being  developed  in  the  United  Methodist  C.O.R.  So  as  we 
left  the  room,  all  the  bishops  placed  bills  and  checks  in  the  offering  plate  at  the 
door.  It  was  a  great  experience,  and  I  felt  that  I  was  in  an  old-time  Epworth 
League  or  MYF  meeting  once  again. 

A  major  assault  on  the  World  Hunger  problem  is  now  being  planned  by  the 
bishops  and  many  others.  This  is  everybody’s  problem  and  every  Christian’s 
responsibility.  You’ll  hear  more  about  it  later,  but  in  the  meantime,  think  of 
some  way  you  or  your  family  can  contribute  to  the  alleviation  of  world  hunger. 
They’re  dying  daily  by  the  hundreds  in  Asia  and  Africa.  Indeed,  we  are  our 
brothers’  keepers. 

Faithfully 


Finis  A.  Crutchfield 


United  Methodism  sees  growth 
in  communications  effectiveness 


At  the  Annual  meeting  of  the  Board  of 
Directors  of  the  TEXAS  METHODIST/ 
UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER  (of 
which  this  newspaper  shares  a  page) ,  a 
significant  growth  in  coverage  and 
effectiveness  was  pointed  up. 

Dr.  W.  E.  Trice,  President  of  the 
Newspaper  Division,  United  Methodist 
Communications  Council,  and  a  former 
member  of  the  Louisiana  Annual  Con¬ 
ference,  now  pastor  of  University  Park 
Church  in  Dallas,  made  a  statement  to  a 
representative  of  THE  LOUISIANA 
UNITED  METHODIST. 

Doctor  Trice  said:  “The  TM/  UMR 
provides  an  exciting  news  medium  for 
the  entire  United  Methodist  Church. 
Equally  valuable  is  the  way  it  makes 
possible  both  Annual  Conference  and 
Local  Church  editions.  In  one  issue  a 
United  Methodist  can  have  weekly  news 
of  the  local  church,  the  Annual  Con¬ 
ference,  and  of  the  church’s  activities 
worldwide.  I  think  it  does  an  ex¬ 
traordinary  job  for  the  entire  church.” 

This  “extraordinary  job”  was  sub¬ 
stantiated  in  a  report  by  Editor  Spurgeon 
Dunnam,  III,  who  reported  an  80,000 
increase  in  circulation  in  1974.  Total 
circulation  is  now  308,692.  Twenty-four 
annual  Conferences  from  Southern 
California  to  Western  Pennsylvania  to 
Texas,  Louisiana  to  Florida,  use  the 
TM/UMR  format.  Local  church  editions 
now  number  148  churches  from  21  con¬ 
ferences. 

A  budget  of  $1,188,772  was  adopted  for 
1975  by  the  Board.  This  Board  includes 
one  member  from  each  Conference 
which  uses  the  TM/  UMR  for  its  Con¬ 
ference  front  page.  The  Rev.  Ralph  Cain 
is  the  Board  member  from  the  Louisiana 
Conference. 

At  the  meeting,  held  in  Dallas  in  late 
November,  it  was  also  noted  that  the 
TM/  UMR  was  recipient  of  three  first- 
place  awards  given  by  the  Associated 
Church  Press.  The  “General  Excellence 
Award”  was  shared  with  “The  Canadian 
Churchman.”  Other  first  place  awards 
included:  Best  Editorial;  and  Best 
Reporting  on  a  National  Church  Event. 
The  latter  award  was  for  the  news  story 
covering  the  Board  of  Church  and 
Society’s  resolution  on  impeachment  of 
the  President. 


Dr.  William  E.  Trice,  President, 
Newspaper  Division,  United  Methodist 
Communications  Council.  A  well- 
remembered  member  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference,  Doctor  Trice  is  now  pastor  of 
University  Park  United  Methodist 
Church,  Dallas,  Texas. 

Editor  Dunnam  announced  that  TIME 
Magazine  plans  to  carry  a  story  about  the 
growth  of  the  TM/  UMR  in  contrast  to 
the  declining  church  publications  in 
general. 

The  newspaper  is  a  part  of  the  program 
of  United  Methodist  Communications 
Council,  responsible  to  six  annual  con¬ 
ferences  in  Texas  and  one  in  New 
Mexico.  The  newspaper  began  as  a 
publication  for  United  Methodists  in 
Texas,  and  has  expanded  to  its  present 
proportions. 

Clyde  Chesnutt,  news  editor,  says,  “To 
serve  the  Church  and  thus  to  serve  our 
Lord  and  Savior,  Jesus  Christ,  is  our 
purpose.” 


Circulation 

campaign 

LOUISIANA 
UNITED 
METHODIST 
January  19  -  February  14 
1975 

Goal  -  (excluding  Local  church 
editions) 

12,000 


“S.  J.  Primm  Day”  was  observed 
November  3  by  the  Algiers  Church,  New 
Orleans.  The  Rev.  Louis  F.  Roos,  left,  is 
shown  here  with  Primm,  who  was 
presented  a  plaque  for  his  more  than  30 
years  of  service  to  the  church,  much  of 
which  has  been  spent  as  chairman  of  the 
Work  Area  on  Evangelism.  Primm  and 
his  commission  have  been  instrumental 
in  getting  scores  of  families  and  in¬ 
dividuals  to  join  the  church. 


In  appreciation 


Noel  Church  honors  laity 


George  Cunningham  visited  the  home-hospital  and  gave  tricycles,  bicycles,  gym 
sets  and  toys.  They  worked  to  pay  for  the  purchases  and  also  collected  trading 
stamps. 


First  Church,  Franklin,  recently  honored  Doctor  and  Mrs.  Albert  Hurley  at  a 
reception  in  the  church,  with  friends  from  other  denominations  joining  in  the  oc¬ 
casion.  The  Hurleys  have  returned  to  Franklin  to  live  in  a  new  retired  minister’s 
home,  after  45  years  in  the  ministry.  They  had  served  the  Franklin  church  for  seven 
years,  leaving  in  1963. 

Shown  here  in  the  receiving  line,  from  left:  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  C.  R.  McCammon, 
Mrs.  J.  J.  Lunny,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Hurley,  Mrs.  Clay  Terry,  Mrs.  Merle  Lichtenfels, 
Mrs.  Spencer  Todd,  Jr.,  Mrs.  Kerall  O’Neil,  William  Hall,  Mrs.  S.  G.  Todd,  Sr.,  and 
Victor  Feske,  Sr. 


In-  an  extraordinary  service  of  or¬ 
dination  on  November  10,  Noel  Church, 
Shreveport,  officially  “ordained”  the 
laity  for  their  roles  of  service  in  and  to 
the  church.  Ordination  took  place  at  two 
services. 

Commenting  on  the  special  service,  the 
Pastor,  Dr.  Benedict  A.  Galloway,  noted 
in  the  bulletin:  “.  .  .  The  clergy  of  the 
church,  by  ordination,  are  the  shep¬ 
herds  of  the  flock;  but  the  laity  of  the 
church  share  in  the  responsibility  for 
leadership  ...  in  today’s  service  the 
entire  congregation  of  the  Noel  Church 
will  be  dedicated  to  their  task  in  a  service 
of  ordination  and  be  called  upon  to  serve 
wherever  the  need  arises  .  . 

The  “need”  and  those  answering  the 
call  to  meet  the  need,  were  represented 
by  the  various  interests  of  the  church  and 
their  leaders.  It  was  pointed  out  that 
“laying  on  of  hands”  of  individual  per¬ 
sons  would  be  too  lengthy,  but  church 
officials  represented  the  congregation  on 
all  age  levels. 

Representing  the  laity  and  their 
responsibilities  were:  Mrs.  J.  D.  Johns¬ 
ton,  President  of  the  Friendly  Circle; 
Austin  G.  Robertson,  Charge  Lay 
Leader;  Mrs.  Elsie  Ellis,  District  Officer 
of  UMW;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gayle  Wren,  Co- 
Chairpersons  of  Family  Ministries  and 
officers  in  their  church  school  class; 
Sherri  Stevenson,  Youth  Member  of  the 


Administrative  Board;  and  Lynne 
Miller,  fifth  grader  in  the  Church  School. 

Also,  Judge  Robert  J.  O’Neal,  past 
District  Lay  Leader  ;  Mrs.  E.  A.  Sartor, 
Sr.,  only  surviving  Charter  member  of 
Noel  Church,  and  Chairperson  of  the 
Library  Committee;  Mrs.  Lane  Sartor, 
President  of  UMW;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clyde 
Biddle,  Home  Department  Coordinators, 
members  of  the  Seekers  Class  and 
Chancel  Choir;  Cindy  Clemmons, 
President  of  United  Methodist  Youth 
Fellowship;  and  Win  Treese,  Fifth 
grader  in  the  Church  School. 

Austin  G.  Robertson,  Charge  Lay 
Leader,  was  in  charge  of  the  Laity 
Service.  Other  participants  were:  Tom 
Burton;  John  B.  Fleming;  Lt.  Col. 
George  F.  Penfield;  J.  D.  Montgomery; 
George  Papageorge;  Dr.  S.  P.  Buford; 
Donald  E.  Hathaway  ;  and  Erwin  Saye. 

The  service,  involving  both  ministers 
and  laity,  included  the  following  ritual: 
Reaffirmation  of  The  Vows  of  Church 
Membership;  Acceptance  of  the  Call  to 
Mission;  Dedication  to  the  Life  of 
Sacrifice  and  Service;  and  Laying  on  of 
Hands  and  Words  of  Ordination.  Special 
music  added  a  particular  dimension  of 
worship. 

In  addition  to  the  Senior  Minister, 
Doctor  Galloway,  Associate  Ministers  of 
Noel  Church  are  the  Rev.  Albert  Trickett 
and  the  Rev.  Lords  Wimberly,  Jr. 
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We  need  to  reclaim  expectant  hope 


Our  world  desperately  needs  to 
reclaim  the  sense  of  expectant  hope 
which  the  Christian  season  of  Advent 
represents. 

It  is  tragic,  but  true,  that  the  per¬ 
meating  expectancy  of  our  society  is 
negative.  We  expect  more  and  worse 
inflation,  more  and  worse  recession, 
more  and  worse  unemployment,  more 
and  worse  crime,  more  and  worse 
corruption  in  business  and  labor  and 
government.  Most  of  us  have  ceased 
confidently  to  expect  any  sort  of  positive 
deliverance  from  our  plight. 

There  are  many  ways  to  analyze  our 
current  predicament  and  its  causes.  We 
believe  the  basic  reason  for  our  lack  of 


hopefulness  today  is  that  most  of  us  have 
placed  our  hope  in  human  efforts  to  at¬ 
tain  human  ends.  We  have  given  primary 
attention  to,  and  sought  basic  security  in, 
the  attainment  secondary  values  such  as 
wealth,  power,  status,  sex.  pills,  etc.  We 
have  ignored,  or  turned  our  attention 
from,  the  one  and  only  Source  in  which 
real  human  fulfillment  may  be  found. 

Contrary  to  the  impressions  created  by 
Madison  Avenue  techniques  .  .  .  contrary 
to  the  exalted  promises  of  those  who 
espouse  various  types  of  “improve 
yourself”  programs  .  .  .  there  is  no 
earthly  cure  for  the  human  condition. 
There  is  no  possibility  for  genuine  human 
happiness  to  come  from  any  human 


You  should  know  about  GCFA 


Tucked  away  in  a  hotel  in  San  Antonio 
last  week,  43  United  Methodists  were 
deciding  how  to  spend  our  money. 

To  be  more  precise,  they  were  looking 
at  the  amount  of  money  they  estimate 
United  Methodists  will  give  the  general 
church  structure  through  ap¬ 
portionments  in  1975  and  trying  to  make 
that  fit  with  the  requests  for  funds 
coming  from  the  denomination’s  national 
boards  and  agencies,  (see  story 
elsewhere  in  this  issue.) 

The  43  men  and  women  are  members 
of  the  United  Methodist  General  Council 
on  Finance  and  Administration  (GCFA), 
a  council  empowered  by  our  General 
Conference  to  review  and  evaluate  the 
income  and  expenses  of  the 
denomination  and  oversee  the  church’s 
financial  life. 

It  is  not  a  simple  task.  Last  week 
council  members  chosen  to  represent  all 
five  United  Methodist  jurisdictions  in  this 
country  made  decisions  which  ranged 
from  the  purchase  of  a  typewriter  for  a 
bishop  to  an  appropriation  of  $80,000  to 
supplement  the  operating  expenses  of  the 
church’s  Joint  Committee  on  Com¬ 
munications. 

The  council  not  only  makes  decisions 
on  such  matters  as  how  much  money 
general  boards  and  agencies  do  or  don’t 
get,  but  it  makes  decisions  on  such 
matters  as  the  sale  of  general  church 
property,  investments,  and  the  over-all 
financial  direction  of  the  general  church 
structure. 

In  short,  the  GCFA  holds  some  of  the 
most  important  and  consequential 
responsibilities  held  by  any  United 


Method  st  board  or  agency. 

In  spite  of  these  manifold  respon¬ 
sibilities  and  powers  within  the  denomi¬ 
nation,  the  GCFA  seems  to  be  one  of 
the  least  known  —  or  for  that  matter 
least  cared  about  —  agencies  from  the 
standpoint  of  laypersons  in  local  church¬ 
es  across  the  country.  While  one  can 
mention  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
or  some  other  “people-oriented”  general 
board  of  the  church,  in  nearly  any 
Sunday  school  class  in  the  denomination 
and  get  some  sort  of  conversation  going, 
the  GCFA  doesn’t  seem  to  raise  much 
comment.  The  average  layperson  seems 
to  have  either  never  heard  of  it,  knows 
nothing  about  it  or  cares  nothing  about  it. 

There  are  probably  good  reasons  for 
this  situation.  After  all,  financial  balance 
sheets  are  not  the  most  exciting  thing  in 
the  world  for  the  non-bookkeepers  among 
us;  and  reading  most  reports  on  actions 
taken  by  GCFA  tends  to  be  somewhat 
like  reading  baseball  scores  without 
much  knowledge  about  the  teams  who 
were  playing. 

But  the  truth  is,  the  GCFA  and  its 
workings  need  to  be  in  the  common 
knowledge  of  every  United  Methodist 
who  cares  where  his  money  is  going  and 
what  it  is  being  used  for.  An  “I-don’t- 
understand-figures”  attitude  is  no  ex¬ 
cuse.  A  vital  church  is  one  where  in¬ 
dividual  members  know  and  care  about 
all  that  is  going  on. 

At  the  very  least,  you  should  be  aware 
that  there  is  a  national  agency  charged 
with  seeing  that  our  national  funds  are 
spent  wisely  and  responsibly. 


On  the  TM/UMR  Beat 

Time  changes  some  things; 
some  things  never  change 


Clyde  Chesnutt 


Growing  older  offers  some  advantages 
that  youth  never  knows:  the  experience 
of  living  through  change,  of  remem¬ 
bering  when  things  were  different  and  a 
perspective  from  which  to  view  the 
passing  parade  of  life  without  feeling 
threatened. 

Two  events  occured  recently  which 
brought  me  the  awareness  that  while 
some  things  change,  other  things  never 
change. 

The  first  event  was  Thanksgiving 
dinner  which  we  ate  this  year  at  the  old 
homestead  that  belonged  to  my  Dad’s 
parents.  The  two-story  brick  house  built 
in  1917  sits  in  a  small  East  Central 
Oklahoma  community.  But  the  grounds 
around  the  house  have  changed  radically 
since  I  first  remember  them  as  a  child  in 
the  late  1930’s. 

My  first  contact  with  hens  laying  eggs 
came  here.  My  grandmother  would  send 
me  to  fetch  the  eggs  behind  the  garage. 
The  old  henhouse  is  long  gone;  now  grass 
and  a  cement  patio  spread  across  the 
barnyard. 

The  well  which  used  to  supply  clear 
drinking  water  has  been  covered  over  by 
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remedy.  Each  per  on  born  into  this  world 
is  incomplete  in  himself  or  herself. 
Human  completeness  can  come  only  as 
one  accepts  his  condition  for  what  it  is, 
and  allows  himself  to  be  grasped  by  that 
power  from  beyond,  which  we  call  God, 
our  Father. 

It  is  only  God’s  answer  to  the  human 
condition  which  offers  expectant  hope  for 
us  and  for  all  the  world’s  people.  Long 
ago,  God  did  a  beautiful  thing  for 
humankind:  He  came  into  our  midst  as 
one  of  us  —  and  yet  as  one  much  more 
than  us  —  as  Emmanuel  (God  with  us). 
Through  this  unfolding  event,  He  showed 
us  how  to  live,  how  to  relate  to  one 
another,  and  even  how  to  die. 

If  there  is  any  hope  for  the  world,  or  for 
any  of  us  who  inhabit  it,  it  is  to  be  found  in 
God’s  great  gift  of  Himself  to  us  in  Jesus 
Christ.  The  strength  derived  from  ac¬ 
cepting  this  gift  is  sufficient  to  weather 
any  setback  the  world  may  throw  at  us. 

Do  we  dare  turn  from  primary  em¬ 
phasis  on  our  thoughts,  our  goals,  and  our 
efforts,  to  the  thoughts,  goals,  and  efforts 
that  God  can  accomplish  through  us?  If 
humanity  really  needs  a  renewed  sense 
of  expectant  hope,  can  we  afford  to  avoid 
such  a  turning? 

O  come,  o  come  into  our  hearts, 
Emmanuel. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


DECEMBER  13, 1974 


come 


Q  come,  O 
{Immanuel 


O  come,  O  come,  Emmanuel 
And  ransome  captive  Israel, 

That  mourns  in  lonely  exile  here 
Until  the  Son  of  God  appear. 
Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel 
Shall  come  to  thee,  O  Israel! 

O  come,  thou  Wisdom  from  on  high, 
And  order  all  things,  far  and  nigh; 
To  us  the  path  of  knowledge  show, 
And  cause  us  in  her  ways  to  go. 
Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel 
Shall  come  to  thee,  O  Israel! 

9  come,  Desire  of  nations,  bind 
All  peoples  in  one  heart  and  mind; 
Bid  envy,  strife,  and  quarrels  cease; 
Fill  the  whole  world  with  heaven’s 
peace. 

Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel 
Shall  come  to  thee,  O  Israel! 

O  come,  thou  Day-spring,  come  and 
cheer 

Our  spirits  by  thine  advent  here; 
Disperse  the  gloomy  clouds  of  night, 
And  death’s  dark  shadows  put  to 
flight. 

Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel 
Shall  come  to  thee,  O  Israel! 

— Ancient  Latin  hymn 


Here  I  Stand 

A  witness  from  a  person 
and  a  church  in  mission 


By  JEANNE  K.  HOFFMAN 

Our  church  has  changed;  nothing  is  the 
same  and  how  thankful  I  am.  It  is  ex¬ 
citing.  We  are  experiencing  the  Living 
Spirit  in  our  midst. 

Although  we  have  not  forgotten  the  old 
songs  such  as  “Lord  Jesus  I  Love  Thee,” 
and  “God  Moves  in  a  Mysterious  Way,” 
we  are  singing  new,  joyful  songs  in  praise 
of  our  Lord,  such  as  “Lord  of  the  Dance,” 
and  “They’ll  know  we  are  Christians  by 
our  Love.”  We  find  ourselves  singing 
“Joy  to  the  World,”  “Christ  the  Lord 
are  not  just  songs ;  they  have  a  message. 

We  celebrate  the  Resurrection  each 
Sunday.  We  are  alive;  our  Savior  is  alive. 

We  also  have  a  coffee  fellowship  hour 
that  I  think  is  great.  We  rejoice  there 
together  in  our  uniqueness  —  our 
togetherness  with  God  and  each  other. 
We  are  like  one  happy  family,  truly  the 
family  of  God.  We  are  not  separate;  we 
invite  outsiders  to  join  us.  In  God’s  world 
we  are  not  strangers. 

We  have  a  money  dish,  each  one  giving 
as  he  or  she  wishes.  This  donation  goes 
toward  meals  each  day.  We  buy  con¬ 
tainers,  etc.  and  as  we  deliver  the  meals 
which  are  very  much  needed,  we  find 
people  are  more  hungry  for  our  love  and 


Headline  about  Women’s  Division 
media  study  grant  was  misleading 


an  addition  to  the  house.  The  only  trace 
remaining  is  a  broken,  narrow  sidewalk 
that  leads  nowhere  into  the  side  wall  of 
the  house.  Yet  as  a  child  I  remember 
running  on  the  sidewalk  to  the  well, 
lowering  the  long  cylinder  bucket  into  the 
well,  pouring  the  cool  water  into  the  tin 
dipper  and  drinking  water  that  tasted 
exquisitely  better  than  the  tepid  water 
that  comes  from  the  faucet  today. 

Since  Oklahoma  plains  are  infamous 
for  tornados,  most  old  homes  had  a  storm 
cellar.  The  dank,  smelly  place  was  no  fun 
to  play  in,  so  no  one  felt  any  loss  when  the 
cellar  was  filled  and  sealed  off  a  few 
years  ago. 

Several  old  trees  have  been  removed. 
The  garden  which  once  grew  corn  and 
vegetables,  and  later  flowers,  now  is  a 
yard  where  fourth  generation  children 
romp  and  play. 

Time  alters  even  the  simple  landmarks 
of  childhood  terrain. 

The  second  event  revolves  around  the 
recent  death  of  my  other  grandmother  at 
the  age  of  91.  She  was  born  in  1883.  You 
know  who  was  U.S.  president  then? 
Chester  Arthur. 

How  much  happened  while  she  lived! 
She  was  15  years  old  when  Teddy 
Roosevelt  led  the  charge  up  San  Juan 
Hill.  And  she  was  35  when  Armistice  Day 
proclaimed  the  end  of  World  War  I.  When 
the  stock  market  crashed  in  1929,  she  was 
46;  and  ten  years  later  the  three  branch¬ 
es  of  Methodism  —  her  church  —  united 
in  Kansas  City. 

When  she  was  23  she  heard  about  two 
brothers  named  Wright  in  North  Carolina 
who  flew  an  airplane  for  three  minutes; 
when  she  was  86  she  watched  a  television 
set  picturing  astronauts  walking  on  the 
moon. 

The  amazing  changes  of  the  past  100 
years  almost  short-circuit  the  memory 
banks  in  the  brain. 

Yet,  while  time  changes  some  things, 
other  things  never  change. 

One  thing  about  this  tiny  little  woman 
never  changed  —  her  belief  in  God.  Her 
faith  matured  and  mellowed  as  her 
understanding  across  the  years 
deepened.  But  the  essential  rock  upon 
which  her  life  rested,  never  moved, 
never  changed.  God  was  the  same  real 
presence  to  her  at  21,  61  and  91. 

It  was  that  way,  too,  with  my  other 
pioneer  grandmother,  the  one  in  whose 
house  we  ate  Thanksgiving  dinner.  She 
never  faltered  in  her  belief  in  the 
gracious  goodness  of  God. 

In  a  day  when  yesterday  seems  like 
ancient  history  and  tomorrow  looks  like  a 
futuristic  painting,  it  somehow  brings  a 
measure  of  assurance  to  witness  two 
lives  which  across  almost  a  century  of 
living  testified  that  God  is  the  same, 
yesterday,  today  and  forever. 

-CLYDE  CHESNUTT 


To  the  Editor: 

We  can  now  understand  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  three  (two  from  men)  rather 
negative  —  and  misinformed  —  letters 
which  reached  our  office  in  less  than  10 
days  following  the  close  of  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  annual  meeting. 

We  have  the  news  release  you 
published  regarding  that  meeting 
(TM/  UMR,  Nov.  1)  and  find  it  to  be 
correct.  The  error  is  in  the  headline 
chosen  for  the  article  when  it  appeared  in 
TM/  UMR:  “Women’s  Division  objects 
to  television  ‘soap  operas’.” 

A  careful  reading  of  the  Division  action 
reveals  no  such  objection.  Perhaps  the 
headline  was  written  without  reading  the 
full  text  which,  if  true,  makes  us  wonder 
why  you  are  assuming  that  the  Women’s 
Division  “objects”!  It  also  raises  the 
question  of  responsible  journalism  which 
you  have  indicated  as  a  style  and  a  goal 
of  TM/  UMR. 

The  projected  plans  are  to  examine  the 
influence  of  television  media  on  the 
socialization  of  women. 

Daytime  television,  particularly  soap 
operas  and  game  shows,  are  widely 
viewed  by  women  (and  men)  across  the 
country.  By  all  other  averages  it’s  safe  to 
assume  that  many  are  United  Methodist 
women. 

Our  hope  is  to  deal  with  questions  such 
as:  (1)  the  relationship  between  ad¬ 
vertising  and  over-consumption  of  the 
earth’s  resources;  (2)  how  the  image  of 
women  projected  in  these  shows  relate  to 
our  concept  of  Christian  personhood  ;  and 
(3)  what  is  the  effect  of  competition  and 
materialism  projected  in  game  shows. 

As  in  previous  media  projects,  we  hope 
to  involve  local  members  of  United 
Methodist  Women  in  a  way  that  they  may 
come  to  their  own  conclusions  and  ac¬ 
tions.  The  project  results  will  be  in¬ 
structive  in  the  next  steps  for  the 
Division. 

Theressa  Hoover  &  Ellen  Kirby 
Staff,  Women’s  Divison 
New  York,  New  York 
EDITORS’  NOTE:  A  rereading  of  the 
story  does,  in  fact,  confirm  that  the 
headline  we  placed  with  it  was  incorrect 
and  misleading.  We  regret  the  error,  as 
well  as  any  difficulty  it  may  have  caused 
the  Women’s  Division,  or  misun¬ 
derstanding  it  may  have  created  among 
TM/  UMR  readers.  We  reaffirm  our 
commitment  to  a  style  of  journalism  that 
is  accurate,  responsible  and  Christian. 

ISCC  shouldn9t  be  angered 
by  IRS  investigation 

To  the  Editor: 

I  have  read  TM/  UMR  with  much 
interest  and  concern  for  many  years  and 
have  remained  silent  for  many  years 
even  though  I  did  not  always  agree  with 
the  comments  made  by  writers.  I  realize 
that  this  is  a  mouthpiece  for  many  people 
and  an  outlet  for  many  to  raise  issues 
that  have  a  tendency  to  provoke  readers 
that  are  searching  for  news  that 
promotes  “Methodism.” 

I  would  like  to  comment  on  two  articles 
in  the  November  29  issue  that  I  feel  we  as 
Methodists  should  realize  the  cause  for 
the  action:  (1)  the  article  referring  to  Dr. 
Claire  Randall  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  being  angry  because  they  were 
investigated  by  the  Internal  Revenue 
Department,  and  (2)  the  “Letter  to  the 
Editor”  stating  that  “Local  churches 
should  have  vote  on  issues”  refers  to 
political  issues  about  which  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  takes  a  definite 
stand. 

I  feel  that  any  time  we  as  a  “body” 
place  our  support  and  money  behind  an 
issue  of  a  political  nature,  then  we  are 
subject  to  the  same  rules  and  regulations 
as  a  corporation  of  a  business  nature,  and 
should  be  examined  by  the  I.R.S.  to  see 
where  the  money  is  coming  from  as  well 
as  its  disbursement. 

If  we  continue  to  intervene  in  political 
issues  as  a  group,  I  feel  that  we  may  see 
the  I.R.S.  at  the  N.C.C.  in  the  future.  If 
we  reversed  the  procedure  of  the  N.C.C. , 
it  would  be  more  effective,  retain  its  tax 
exempt  status  and  have  more  people 
working  on  an  issue  from  many  different 
angles. 

Jasper  L.  “Bo”  Wilson 
Lake  Jackson,  Texas 


Christmas  is  for  everyone! 

To  the  Editor: 

“Christmas  is  just  for  kids  anyway.” 
There  it  was  again,  the  expression  I’d 
heard  so  often  througout  the  years.  As 
always  when  hearing  it,  I’ve  wanted  to 
face  its  owner  and  say,  “Not  true!”  But 
as  always,  not  having  grown  enough  in 
Christian  boldness,  I  kept  silent. 

The  time  to  keep  silent  has  passed.  An 
inner  urge  to  share  my  feelings  has  won. 
Christmas,  if  it  is  indeed  a  celebration  of 
our  Lord  and  Savior’s  birth,  is  for 
EVERYONE.  No  age  can  be  put  upon 
those  who  celebrate  this  great  event. 

Except  for  a  small  percentage,  it  is  my 
belief  that  people  know,  believe  and  feel 
the  truth  of  December  25th.  So  come  on, 
let’s  rejoice!  Christmas  is  for  YOU! 

Ginger  Carr 
Kirkwood,  Missiouri 

I  don9t  drink  wine;  if  I  did, 
I9d  buy  only  Gallo 
To  the  Editor: 

I  have  just  read  the  letter  in  the 
November  12  issue  from  Mr.  Leo  D. 
Nieto,  and  I  assume  that  he  is  a 
Methodist. 

I  am  not  a  wine  drinker  —  in  fact, 
never  bought  a  bottle  in  my  life  —  but  if  I 
were,  I  surely  would  make  a  practice  of 
buying  nothing  but  Gallo  wines.  I  cannot 
go  along  with  the  NCC  or  any  board  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  supporting 
boycotts  of  lettuce,  grapes  or  wines  in 
order  to  promote  the  aims  of  any  labor 
unibn,  even  if,  in  fact,  they  were  in  the 
best  interests  of  farm  workers. 

I  take  my  hat  off  to  the  Gallo  brothers 
and  wish  them  success  in  fighting  the 
UFW  union. 

Clyde  Trescott 
Avon  Park,  Florida 

Fd  see  more  validity  if  .  . 

To  the  Editor: 

I.would  see  more  validity  in  Mr.  Nieto’s 
claim  (TM/  UMR,  No.  22)  that  Cesar 
Chavez’s  union  is  the  most  effective 
movement  for  guaranteeing  the  rights  of 
farm  workers  in  this  country  if  the 
statement  had  come  from  a  majority  of 
the  farm  workers  who  have  been  in  the 
fields  in  California  and  Arizona  during 
the  past  five  years,  rather  than  from  a 
resident  of  New  York  City. 

Esther  Schwarzenbach 
Oakhurst,  California 

We  should  teach  our 

children  how  to  feel 
To  the  Editor: 

I  feel  duty  bound  to  reply  to  Bud 
Herron’s  “The  Dilemma  of  a  parent  in  a 
gun  loving  society,”  (TM/  UMR,  Nov. 
15)  in  which  he  takes  the  stand  of 
defeatist,  surrendering  to  a  festering  ill 
of  our  modern,  overly  permissive 
society. 

Little  brothers  at  that  heartless  game 
of  “bang,  bang,  you’re  dead”  —  so 
shamefully  against  the  sanctity  and 
sacredness  of  human  life  —  would  not 
have  been  tolerated  in  America’s  earlier 
years.  Nor  the  frequent  spew  of  violence 
from  the  one-eyed  monster  in  our  living 
rooms!  Small  wonder  that  a  British 
journalist  calls  “violence  the  tragic  flaw 
in  American  life,”  and  sees  a  “macabre 


blood-lust  running  through  our  country” 
—  (grusome,  horrible,  gastly)  —  enjoyed 
by  the  public! 

What  is  the  basic  trouble?  We  have 
become  so  calloused  to  these  sins,  they  no 
longer  hurt  us  as  they  should.  As  Norman 
Cousins  so  well  states:  “The  entire 
society  is  undergoing  a  decline  in  sen¬ 
sitivity,”  and  sees  loss  of  feeling  as  the 
gravest  danger  of  our  age. 

Is  there  a  remedy?  Certainly.  My 
Christian  parents  had  a  little  booklet 
which  taught  from  cover  to  cover  that 
children  can  be  taught  to  feel.  It  must 
come  from  the  father’s  and  mother’s 
knee.  A  baby-sitter  can’t  do  it.  It  will  take 
real,  yes  real,  backbone  by  parents  who 
can  honestly  call  themselves  Christians. 
With  these  a  better  day  can  come.  I  feel 
sure  brother  Herron  will  agree,  and  work 
anew  for  that  better  day. 

Donald  S.  Stewart 
Waynesburg,  Pennsylvania 

Dollar  support  needed 
for  church-related  colleges 

To  the  Editor: 

Now  that  the  United  Methodist  Church 
has  declared  to  take  a  more  direct  hand 
in  guiding  Southern  Methodist  University 
(TM/  UMR,  Oct.  4),  we  concerned 
Methodists  should  better  support  not  only 
SMU  but  all  of  our  great  Methodist 
related  colleges  and  universities  .  .  .  with 
our  $$$  dollars. 

The  UMC  should  set  aside  at  least  one 
day  per  year  and  take  a  collection  in  all 
churches  to  support  our  church-related 
schools;  let  all  Methodists  have  the 
opportunity  to  help  in  this  very  worthy 
cause.  It  is  a  must  if  we  concerned 
Methodists  are  to  keep  control  of  the 
great  universities  our  hard-working  and 
sacrificing  Methodists  of  the  past  created 
for  the  Methodist  Church. 

S.  Charles  Howarth 
Dallas,  Texas 


concern  than  the  food.  More  than  that,  it 
is  a  rewarding  experience,  as  we  feel  it  is 
pleasing  to  our  Lord.  We  remember  the 
words  of  our  Lord,  “As  you  do  it  unto  the 
least  of  these  my  brethren,  you  do  it  unto 
Me.” 

We  also  have  taxi  service  every  Friday 
for  people  who  do  not  have  transpor¬ 
tation.  It  is  all  voluntary,  and  it  is  so 
great  because  we  do  it  not  as  an 
obligation,  but  because  we  want  to.  This 
is  where  we  meet  our  fellowman, 
because  it  is  from  our  heart;  God  does 
know  our  inward  heart.  We  are  very 
mission  minded.  Our  concern  is  that  all 
people  may  know  the  good  news  of  Jesus 
Christ  our  Lord. 

We  are  Headwaters  Parish.  We  are 
growing  in  the  knowledge  of  our  Lord  and 
Savior,  and  we  are  learning  to  work 
together,  sharing  our  beliefs  as  we  are 
moved  by  the  Holy  Spirit  in  our  presence. 
I  love  the  people  in  our  church.  For  some 
it  is  hard  to  accept  change.  I  pray  that 
one  day  all  will  understand,  that  in¬ 
dividually  we  may  identify  with  our  Lord 
and  Savior,  Jesus  Christ. 

From  the  pulpit  we  hear  Truth,  not  just 
words  that  are  pleasing  to  us.  The 
knowledge,  the  authority  is  great  since  it 
is  from  the  Holy  Scriptures  of  our  living 
Lord. 

The  staff  of  ministers  in  this  parish  are 
working  for  the  Lord,  meeting  and 
planning  that  this  community  might 
reach  out  to  further  God’s  kingdom  here 
on  earth.  You  see,  the  Lord's  Prayer  is 
real;  it  is  true:  “Thy  will  be  done  on 
earth  as  it  is  in  heaven.” 

A  few  weeks  ago  a  busload  of  women 
from  the  parish  went  on  a  tour  of  points  of 
interest  in  Minneapolis.  We  toured  dif¬ 
ferent  churches  and  went  to  the  church 
center.  It  impressed  me  very  mcuh  to 
think  that  the  Church  Center  is  where 
many  church  activities  develop,  and  to 
see  how  dedicated  these  people  are  to 
spreading  the  Gospel  of  our  Lord,  Jesus 
Christ.  We  sat  in  our  bishop’s  office,  and  I 
had  the  honor  of  sitting  in  his  chair.  I  felt 
this  was  an  honor  because  I  know  his 
relationship  to  the  Lord.  I  felt  such 
direction  on  this  trip;  the  Lord  was  with 
us  all  the  way. 

The  world  has  to  let  our  Lord  rule.  It 
cannot  be  our  way.  There  is  only  one 
way;  He  is  the  way,  the  truth,  and  the 
life.  We  must  yield  to  Him  and  quit  trying 
to  run  the  show  ourselves.  He  did  not 
create  us  to  be  such  selfish  people.  I  am 
sorry  for  my  separation  and  pray  all  will 
come  back  and  repent  that  we  can  have  a 
world  like  He  meant  it  to  be. 

It  is  rumored  that  we  are  getting 
communistic  in  our  churches  because  we 
stress  unity,  peace,  and  to  love  one 
another.  Can  we  question  our  Lord?  I  do 
not;  my  only  security  is  the  Lord.  I  trust 
Him  and  because  of  Him  I  am  at  peace, 
free  to  love  all  and  free  to  witness 
wherever  I  go.  No  one  can  separate  us 
from  Him.  Forth  in  His  name  I  go  all  the 
day  long.  The  Man  on  the  cross  died  for 
me  .  .  .  for  you.  How  can  you  not  give 
your  all  to  Him.  His  love  is  real.  He  is  not 
impressed  by  things  of  the  world.  I  have 
found  myself  going  beyond  this  world. 
My  relationship  to  Him  is  not  of  this 
world  and  I  find  no  shame  in  my 
belonging  to  Him. 

I  am  not  a  learned  Bible  scholar,  and  I 
do  not  place  myself  as  a  better  Christian 
than  others.  I  only  know  the  Lord.  It  is 
pure  logic;  if  I  did  not  know  the  Lord,  I 
could  not  know.  His  Spirit  is  in  me.  His 
truth  has  set  me  free.  He  lives. 

" Here  I  Stand”  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM/  UMR  readers  may  express 
their  concerns  and  opinions  about  the 
church.  This  week's  contributor,  Jeanne 
K.  Hoffman,  is  a  member  of  the  First 
UMC  in  Appleton,  Minnesota 


BY  WINNIE 
DAVIS 
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THE  STORY  OF 
Woman's  Lost  History  & 

The  Present  Women's  Movement 
From  A  Christian  Viewpoint 

Winone  Publishing  Guild 
Rt.  1.  Box  71F 
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c Fjsjow. .  .TellHerYou  Love  Her 

IN  A  VERY  SPECIAL  WAY 

One  of  the  world's  most  beautiful 
crosses  ...  a  lovely  2Vfc  inch  high 
Florentine  Cross  with  2.25  carats 
of  manmade  diamonds 
diamonds  that  might  even  fool  an 
expert  ...  can  be  yours  during  this 
limited  edition  sale  for  only  $9.95 
with  prepaid  delivery  to  your  door. 

At  the  regular  retail  value  of 
$59.95,  this  Cross  is  still  far  below 
what  you  might  pay  for  real 
diamonds  ...  yet  the  resemblance 
is  so  striking,  many  experts  have 
been  fooled. 

Comes  with  beautiful  velvet-finish  gift  box  and  separate 
shipping  carton.  Send  check  or  money  order  today.  This 
offer  is  limited!  Orders  arriving  after  stock  is  sold  out,  will 
be  returned  to  senders  promptly! 

maste_rpoi_nte  .international  CORPORATION 

MAIL  TO:  Cross  of  hive  Please  send  me _ Crosses  of  Love  at  the  limited  edition 

P.O.  Drawer  IHHH5  price  of  only  S9.95  with  prepaid  delivery  to  my  door.  I  haveen- 
t*no.x  Sq.  Station  closed  mv.  check  □  money  order  □.  Amount  — — — 

A  llama.  Ca.  J0J26. 
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Council  decides  money  matters 

United  Methodist  GCFA  acts  on  boards 9  and  special  requests 


A  ‘ child's-eye ’  view 

DALLAS  —  With  Christmas  less  than  two  weeks  away,  children  all  over  the 
country  will  undoubtably  re-enact  this  scene  as  they  look  at  Nativity  depictions  in 
their  Sunday  school  classrooms.  Here,  Meredith  Horn,  left,  and  Tara  Ponti,  both  five 
years  old.  look  at  a  Nativity  scene  in  their  classroom  at  Lover’s  Lane  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Dallas. 

TM-UMR  PHOTO  BY  PATRICIA  OAJDA 

Missouri  U.M.’s  act  on  concerns 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

SAN  ANTONIO  -  In  the  midst  of 
gloomy  predictions  for  the  national 
economy  and  uncertainty  about  the 
future  of  church  finances,  the  agency 
which  oversees  United  Methodism’s 
money  matters  nationally  met  here  Dec. 
2-4  for  its  annual  look  at  general  agency 
budget  askings. 

Highlights  of  the  two  and  a  half  day 
meeting  of  the  General  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration  (GCFA) 
included : 

•  Acceptance  of  a  request  by  its 
general  secretary  and  treasurer,  Dr.  R. 
Bryan  Brawner,  for  retirement  at  the 
close  of  General  Conference,  the  chur¬ 
ch’s  highest  legislative  body  which  meets 
every  four  years.  It’s  next  meeting  is  in 
April  1976. 

•  Adjustment  and  approval  of  ad¬ 
ditional  funding  requests  from  several 
general  church  agencies. 

•  Approval  of  a  list  of  46  companies  for 
short-term  investments  by  the  church. 

•  Approval  of  the  sale  of  several 
church  properties  including  tracts  of 
land  in  Washington,  D.C.  and  Nashville. 

Dr.  Brawner  became  general 
secretary  and  treasurer  of  GCFA  in  1968 
following  a  career  in  local  church  ad¬ 
ministration.  His  retirement  at  this  time 
was  brought  about  by  the  fact  that  he  is 
now  68  years  old  and,  because  of  age,  will 
be  ineligible  for  another  four  year  term 
when  the  present  term  ends  at  the  ’76 
General  Conference. 

A  “search  committee,”  chaired  by  Dr. 
R.  Franklin  Thompson  of  Tacoma, 
Washington,  was  formed  by  the  council 
to  find  a  recplacement  for  Dr.  Brawner. 
The  new  general  secretary-treasurer  is 
to  be  presented  to  the  council  for  ap¬ 
proval  at  the  GCFA’s  Dec.  2,  1975 
meeting.  The  new  secretary  will  assume 
full  duties  at  the  close  of  General  Con¬ 
ference. 


In  the  area  of  funding  requests,  the 
GCFA  took  several  actions.  Taken  into 
consideration  in  the  actions  were  the 
recommendations  of  the  General  Council 
on  Ministries  (GCOM)  which  reviewed 
the  requests  at  its  November  meeting  in 
Dayton.  Although  GCOM  has  authority 
only  over  program  and  not  finances,  it 
cooperates  with  GCFA  in  an  advisory 
role. 

GCFA  took  the  following  actions  on 
funding  requests: 

1.  Approved  additional  funding  for  the 
Black  College  Fund  to  total  $30,000  in  1975 
and  $20,000  in  1976.  This  request,  which 
came  through  the  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry  and  was 
recommended  for  approval  by  the 
General  Council  on  Ministries,  had 
originally  been  for  $50,000  a  year  for  each 
of  the  next  two  years. 

2.  Approved  a  one-time  only  grant  of 
$25,000  to  be  given  by  the  Board  of 
Discipleship  to  the  Evangelism  Com¬ 
mittee  of  the  World  Methodist  Council  for 
use  in  funding  its  Jerusalem  Con¬ 
sultation.  The  Board  of  Discipleship  had 
requested  $40,000  and  the  GCOM  had 
recommended  $25,000. 

3.  Approved  an  appropriation  of 
$20,000  for  1975  for  the  Family  Life 
Committee  of  the  Board  of  Discipleship. 
This  was  the  total  figure  requested  by  the 
board  and  was  recommended  for  ap¬ 
proval  by  GCOM. 

4.  Approved  additional  funding  of 
$80,000  for  increased  operating  expenses 
of  the  Joint  Committee  on  Com¬ 
munications  (JCC).  The  JCC  had 
requested  $100,000  and  GCOM  also  had 
recommended  approval  of  that  amount. 

5.  Approved  one-time-only  grants  to 
the  General  Commission  on  Archives  and 
History  of  $1,325  for  additional  staff 
pension  costs  in  1974  and  $8,635  for  ad¬ 
ditional  staff  fringe  benefit  costs  for  1974. 

6.  Approved  a  one-time-only  grant  of 
$20,000  to  the  World  Council  of  Churches 


to  help  with  increased  expenses  brought 
about  by  inflation  and  dollar  devaluation 
and  to  assist  in  meeting  the  costs  of  the 
WCC’s  Fifth  Assembly.  The  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  had  requested  a  total  of 
$60,000  for  the  WCC  and  the  GCOM  had 
recommended  approval  of  $42,500. 

7.  Referred  to  the  GCFA  staff  for  study 
a  request  from  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  that  the  board’s  mileage 
allowance  be  increased  from  12  cents  to 
15  cents  per  mile. 

In  a  report  by  the  GCFA’s  Investment 
Policy  and  Review  Committee,  46 
American  companies  were  approved  for 
short-term  investments  by  the  council. 
The  only  question  concerning  the  list 
came  on  the  inclusion  of  the  Dow 
Chemical  Company  among  the  approved 
firms. 

Dow  Chemical  was  the  subject  of  in¬ 
tense  protest  by  some  agencies  of  the 
church  during  the  latter  years  of  the 


o 

Convocation  participants  share  with  world 


By  CHARLES  A.  McEOWEN 
Special  to  TM/  UMR 

COLUMBIA,  MO.  —  United  Methodists 
of  Missouri  answered  the  Bishops  Call  for 
Peace  and  Self-Development  for  people 
through  a  massive  outpouring  of  cash, 
livestock  and  material  to  be  shared  with 
the  world’s  unfortunate  at  a  state  wide 
convocation  here,  December  2. 

Bishop  Robert  E.  Goodrich,  Jr.  of  St. 
Louis  had  issued  a  call  for  the  1000 
congregations  in  the  state  to  share  their 
blessings  with  victims  of  recession, 
famine  and  war.  The  occasion  was  also 
an  answer  to  a  denominational  emphasis 
on  peace  and  self-development  adopted 
by  the  1972  General  Conference  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church. 

Approximately  1,500  ministers  and 
laypersons  from  throughout  Missouri 
attended  the  convocation  program  and 
brought  with  them  their  sharing  gifts.  At 
the  report  time  during  the  convocation, 
127  beef  heifers,  44  hogs,  26  dairy  cattle,  2 
sheep  and  1  goat  had  been  delivered  at 
the  Livestock  Center  on  the  University  of 
Missouri  campus. 

Some  livestock  had  been  delayed 


because  of  a  snow  storm  and  additional 
funds  were  available  to  purchase 
livestock,  so  that  authorities  predicted 
that  number  of  animals  delivered  to 
Heifer  Project  International  would  ap¬ 
proximate  250.  Heifer  Project  is  a  world 
wide,  self-help  organization  that  provides 
livestock,  poultry  and  related  agricul¬ 
tural  services  to  people  in  developing 
areas. 

Heifer  Project  officials  indicated  that 
the  beef  cattle  would  be  shared  by  two 
Sioux  Indian  reservations  in  North  and 
South  Dakota,  the  dairy  stock  would  be 
shipped  to  an  agricultural  school  in  Costa 
Rica,  and  the  hogs  to  a  pig  cooperative  in 
Georgia. 

No  attempt  was  made  to  count  the 
number  of  boxes  of  used  clothing, 
blankets,  canned  food,  kits  (school 
sewing  and  health),  and  bandages  for 
Bangladesh  which  were  deposited  on  the 
arena  floor  at  the  center.  However, 
trucks,  cars  and  buses  began  arriving  on 
Sunday  and  continued  throughout  the  day 
on  December  2  to  deliver  their  cartons, 
which  authorities  indicated  would  surely 
number  into  the  thousands. 


The  food  and  blankets  were  distributed 
to  United  Methodist  and  ecumenical 
agencies  within  the  state;  the  used 
clothing,  kits  and  bandages  were  sent  to 
Church  World  Service. 

“When  all  the  records  are  in,”  said 
Bishop  Goodrich,  “we  fully  expect  that 
the  United  Methodist  people  of  Missouri 
will  have  provided  close  to  a  quarter  of  a 
million  dollars  in  cash  and  materials  as 
an  expression  of  our  concern  from  this 
one  effort.  However,  we  know  that  the 
need  is  great  and  we  shall  continue  to 
minister  to  others  on  behalf  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ.” 

An  observer  at  the  recent  World  Food 
Conference  in  Rome,  Dr.  C.  Dean 
Freudenberger  of  the  Claremont  School 
of  Theology,  told  the  Missourians  that 
varied  responses  were  possible  to  the 
hunger  problem  of  the  world  but  the  “one 
response  that  overarches  both  the  im¬ 
mediate  and  long-range  strategy 
suggestion  is  that  until  there  emerges  in 
the  United  States  of  America  a  deep 
moral  expression  of  concern  for  over¬ 


coming  hunger  and  famine,  there  will  not 
be  a  political  will  or  policy  to  act  ap¬ 
propriately. 

“You  who  are  the  producers  of  the  new 
power  of  America  —  food  —  must  suggest 
to  the  legislators  of  our  nation  how  the 
fruits  of  our  labor  shall  be  committed,” 
Dr.  Freudenberger  said. 

He  rebuked  the  negative  attitude  of 
many  reports  about  the  Rome  plenary 
and  said:  “The  task  for  us  now  is  to  work 
to  assure  that  our  nation  responds  im¬ 
mediately,  not  with  crumbs,  but  with 
very  significant  proportions  of  its 
energies  to  implement  resolutions 
coming  out  of  the  food  conference.” 

Others  who  spoke  at  the  convocation 
were  Bishop  Ralph  E.  Dodge,  of 
Springfield,  Mo.  who  is  the  executive 
coordinator  for  the  denomination’s  peace 
program  and  Dr.  William  K.  McElvaney, 
president  of  the  St.  Paul  School  of 
Theology,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

[Editor’s  Note:  Mr.  McEowen  is  editor 
of  the  UMR  edition  of  the  “Missouri 
United  Methodist.’’] 


Dance:  worship  form 
to  celebrate  Christmas 


“Amazing  Grace"  gracefully  performed 


MIAMI  —  A  member  of  the  Creative  Dance  Company  here,  a  "volunteer”  troupe 
of  young  women  who  specialize  in  the  sacred  dance,  rehearses  for  a  Christmas  per¬ 
formance  the  company  will  give  at  First  UMC,  Coral  Gables,  Fla.  this  weekend. 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

“I  danced  for  the  scribes  and  the 
Pharisees,  but  they  would  not  dance  and 
they  would  not  follow  me.” 

Words  attributed  to  Jesus  in  the  song, 
“Lord  of  the  Dance”  are  mere  imagery. 

But  dance  as  a  worship  form  is  in  the 
earliest  biblical  tradition,  says  one  young 
United  Methodist  minister  in  South  San 
Francisco. 

And  across  the  continent,  First  UMC, 
Coral  Gables,  Fla.,  is  making  the  sacred 
dance  a  highlight  of  its  Christmas 
celebration  this  year. 

Ten  young  members  of  the  Creative 
Dance  Company  of  Miami  will  perform  a 
program  of  dance  —  selections  as  varied 
as  “The  Lord’s  Prayer”  and  “Amazing 
Grace”  —  at  First  Church  Sunday  night, 
as  they  often  do  at  the  invitation  of 
Miami-area  churches. 

One  of  their  members,  Laurie  Ander¬ 
son,  also  a  member  at  First  Church, 
calls  the  dance  “an  exciting  worship 
experience.”  Her  church  has  used  the 
dance  in  worship  services  several  times, 
she  said. 

The  Rev.  Jacquie  Meadows,  pastor  of 
St.  Paul’s  UMC,  South  San  Francisco  and 
an  eight-year  student  of  liturgical  dance, 
hopes  the  church  can  “reclaim  per¬ 
mission  to  move  in  total  response  to 
God,”  as  it  did  in  the  days  of  both  the  Old 
and  New  Testaments. 

Writing  an  Advent  message  recently 
for  the  California-Nevada  edition  of 
TM/  UMR,  Ms.  Meadows  used  the 
imagery  of  the  dance  to  impel  Christians 
to  “celebrate  .  .  .  move  responsively 
.  .  .  be  the  medium  for  new  beginnings” 
as  they  approach  Christmas. 

“  ‘Rejoice,’  Jesus  said.  Rejoice  is  an 
Aramaic  word  for  dance,”  she  wrote  in 
her  meditation. 

“Jesus  was  inviting  the  religious 
leaders  to  dance  out  of  their 
dehumanizing  attitude  toward  those  they 
had  rendered  helpless  and  move  toward 
them  in  joy.” 

She  called  the  Advent  season  an  in¬ 
vitation  to  “dance  with  God  ...  as  we 
touch  the  lonely,  run  to  the  anguished, 
embrace  the  dying,  laugh  with  the  joyful, 
and  enliven  the  dullness  around  us.” 
The  dance  in  worship  is  not  new,  it’s 


Vietnam  War  because  the  firm  was  a 
major  producer  of  chemicals  used  to 
wage  war  —  among  them  napalm.  It 
was  pointed  out  to  GCFA  members, 
however,  that  Dow  has  since  “gotten  out 
of  the  war  chemicals  business”  and  could 
now  be  approved  for  investments. 

The  committee  reported  to  the  council 
that,  as  a  general  rule,  the  GCFA  has  in 
the  past  agreed  to  approve  companies 
which  have  five  per  cent  or  less  of 
production  related  to  war  materials. 

In  other  business,  the  GCFA  approved 
a  request  by  the  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  for  sale  of  4.93  acres  of  land  in 
Washington,  D.C.  The  surplus  church 
property  will  be  sold  to  the  Quadrangle 
Development  Corporation  for  more  than 
two  and  a  quarter  million  dollars. 

Also  approved  for  sale  was  four  city 
lots  owned  jointly  by  the  Board  of 
Discipleship  and  the  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry  in  Nashville. 


GCFA  news  briefs 


very  old,  Ms.  Meadows  told  TM/  UMR. 
“There’s  evidence  it  was  used  ex¬ 
tensively  in  the  early  Christian  com¬ 
munity,”  she  said.  “However,  later  it 
went  out  of  use  as  Christians  reacted 
against  the  physical,  against  sexuality.” 

Ministry  through  movement  occurs  all 
the  time  in  our  worship  services,  she 
noted,  as  ministers,  choir  and 
congregation  rise,  kneel,  or  greet  each 
other  with  embraces.  “Choreography  is 
just  a  more  obvious  expression.  To  me  it 
represents  celebration,  total  response.” 

Ms.  Meadows,  whose  particular  focus 
is  on  the  integration  of  biblical  theology 
and  movement,  has  taught  a  number  of 
workshops  on  religious  dance.  She  plans 
to  introduce  the  dance  as  a  worship  form 
at  her  own  church,  particularly  through 
children. 

She  is  the  author  of  a  chapter  in  a  book 
entitled,  “Women  in  a  Strange  Land:  A 
Search  for  a  New  Image.” 

Dr.  Paul  Hardin 
named  president 
at  Drew  University 

TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 
NEW  YORK  — Dr.  Paul  Hardin,  whose 
forced  resignation  from  the  presidency  of 
Southern  Methodist  University  in  Dallas 
last  summer  brought  on  a  major  con¬ 
troversy  at  SMU,  has  been  named 
president  of  Drew  University  in  Madison, 
N.  J. 

The  announcement  of  Dr.  Hardin’s 
appointment,  which  had  been  rumored 
for  several  weeks,  was  made  here  Dec.  6 
during  a  meeting  of  Drew’s  Board  of 
Trustees.  Dr.  Hardin  will  assume  the  full 
duties  of  president  as  of  Feb.  1. 

He  left  SMU  in  June  following  two 
years  as  that  university’s  president. 
Those  years  were  marked  by  frequent 
controversy  which  included  the  un¬ 
covering  by  Dr.  Hardin  of  illegal 
recruitment  methods  in  the  school’s 
athletic  program.  Dr.  Hardin  resigned 
under  pressure  from  the  SMU  Board  of 
Governors. 

Drew,  like  SMU,  a  school  affiliated 
with  the  United  Methodist  Church,  has 
1,900  full-time  students. 


Apportionments  being  met  at 
92  per  cent  level  for  1974 

SAN  ANTONIO  —  World  Service  ap¬ 
portionments,  which  are  the  “fair  share” 
amounts  local  churches  are  asked  to 
contribute  to  the  work  of  the  national- 
international  United  Methodist  Church, 
will  be  paid  at  about  92  per  cent  of  the 
asking  for  1974,  according  to  a  prediction 
of  the  general  secretary-treasurer  of  the 
denominations  General  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration  (GCFA). 

Dr.  R.  Bryan  Brawner,  general 
secretary,  told  GCFA  members  during  a 
meeting  here  Dec.  2-4  that  he  predicts 
that  by  the  time  figures  are  in  for 
December  the  World  Service  giving  will 
hit  the  92  per  cent  mark,  up  from  88  per 
cent  for  1973. 

For  persons  managing  the  finances  of 
the  denominations  various  programs  and 
agencies  that  means  they  will  receive  92 
per  cent  of  the  amount  approved  for  use 
in  their  budgets.  Budgets  are  set  each 
year  on  the  basis  of  total  apportionment 
asking  from  the  local  churches,  but  in 
terms  of  actual  money,  the  programs  and 
agencies  are  only  funded  the  percentage 
of  their  approved  budget  which  matches 
the  percentage  of  total  giving. 

All  U.M.  churches  and  agencies 
given  same  IRS  number 

SAN  ANTONIO  —  After  six  years  of 
legal  sparring  with  the  United  States 
Department  of  the  Treasury,  the  United 
Methodist  Church  and  all  of  its  local 
churches,  annual  conferences,  juris¬ 
dictional  conferences,  boards  and  agen¬ 
cies  have  been  ruled  exempt  from 
federal  income  taxes  “as  a  group.” 

In  the  past  each  individual  church  body 
was  required  by  the  Department  of  the 
Treasury  to  secure  its  own  tax  exemption 
status  and  its  own  Internal  Revenue 
Service  (IRS)  number  for  exemption. 

The  new  group  exemption  status, 
which  was  announced  during  a  meeting 
of  the  denomination’s  General  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration  meeting 
here,  will  not  only  simplify  church-IRS 
relations,  but  will  insure  the  tax 
deductible  status  of  donations  to  all 
church  bodies  without  government  “red 
tape,”  according  to  GCFA  spokesmen. 

Letters  explaining  the  ruling  are  now 
being  sent  by  GCFA  to  all  church  bodies 
effected.  Not  included  in  the  ruling  are: 
hospitals,  nursing  homes,  universities, 
colleges,  conference  foundations  not 
previously  exempted,  non-denomina- 
tional  organizations  headquartered  in 
local  churches  and  certain  recreational 
facilities  and  summer  camps. 


ham,  told  members  of  the  United 
Methodist  General  Council  on  Finance 
and  Administration  meeting  here  Dec.  2- 
4  that  the  “best  financial  bet  today”  is 
the  stock  and  bond  market  for  short-term 
investments. 

Mr.  Tittle,  the  son  of  the  late  Dr. 
Ernest  Fremont  Tittle,  a  noted  United 
Methodist  minister  from  the  Chicago 
area,  told  GCFA  members  during  a 
dinner  speech  that  he  predicts  the  stock 
and  bond  market  will  make  a  recovery 
much  sooner  than  the  economy  in 
general.  He  said  he  felt  the  market  is 
about  to  “bottom  out”  and  when  the 
recovery  comes  the  market  will  climb  so 
rapidly  there  will  not  be  time  for  many 
buyers  to  get  on  board  to  get  the  full 
benefit  of  the  increases. 

Mr.  Tittle  predicted,  however,  that  1975 
will  not  be  a  good  year  for  church  fund 
raising  because  of  the  tight  money 
situation. 

Bishops  advised  to  take 
out  liability  insurance 

SAN  ANTONIO  —  United  Methodist 
bishops  and  executives  of  general  boards 
should  take  out  liability  insurance  to 
protect  themselves  against  law  suits,  Dr. 
R.  Bryan  Brawner,  general  secretary  of 
the  General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  told  GCFA  members 
during  the  council’s  meeting  here. 

Using  the  example  of  a  minister  who 
sued  a  bishop  for  a  million  dollars  under 
a  claim  that  the  bishop  had  not  given  him 
assignments  in  keeping  with  his  ability, 
Dr.  Brawner  said  there  are  increasing 
instances  of  suits  over  actions  “taken  in 
good  faith.” 

Even  though  the  court  ruled  in  favor  of 
the  bishop  in  the  example  given,  Dr. 
Brawner  said  the  cost  of  defending 
against  such  a  suit  is  so  high  that  church 
leaders  need  insurance  protection. 

Church  warned 
against  crying  wolf 

SAN  ANTONIO  —  The  United 
Methodist  Church  should  be  careful  to 
limit  church-wide  special  appeals 
whenever  possible,  if  response  is  to  be 
maintained  at  its  present  levels,  Dr.  R. 
Bryan  Brawner,  general  secretary  and 
treasurer  of  the  General  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration  (GCFA) 
told  members  of  the  council  here 
recently  in  his  annual  report.  “Otherwise 
the  time  may  come  when  we  have  cried 
‘wolf’  too  often,”  Dr.  Brawner  said. 

He  went  on  to  report,  however,  that 
special  appeal  giving  has  been  successful 
in  most  cases  in  1974.  He  pointed  out  that 
giving  to  the  Black  College  Fund  in- 


...  ,  .  .  .  list  of  increases.  Only  two  special  funds, 

market  is  good  investment  Dr.  Brawner  said,  showed  decreases  — 

SAN  ANTONIO  —  Mr.  John  Tittle,  a  Human  Relations  Day,  down  llVfe  per 
partner  in  the  Chicago  investment  cent,  and  Youth  Service  Fund,  down  17 
counseling  firm  of  Stein,  Roe  and  Fam-  per  cent. 

Classified 

Rate:  25c  per  word,  figure  or  Initial  per  In¬ 
sertion.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on 
contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  In  advance.  Minimum  charge  of  $6.25 
Service  charge  or  blind  ads  $1.00  per  Insertion 

MATURE  LAYMAN-FORMER  PASTOR 
wants  to  serve  full  time  as  Educational 
Director  and-or  Choir  Director.  Experience, 
degree.  Innovative,  hard-working.  Excellent 
references.  Write:  Educational  Director.  P.O. 

Box  1076.  Dallas.  Texas  75221. 

OVER  62  AND  HEALTHY?  Retire  on  Mon¬ 
terey  Peninsula  In  a  Methodist  retirement 
home.  Entry  and  monthly  fees  provide  com¬ 
prehensive  medical  care,  housekeeping  ser¬ 
vice  and  all  meals.  Walking  distance  to  town. 

Bus  and  taxis  available.  Guaranteed  life  care. 
Write:  Administrator.  Forest  Hill  Manor. 
Pacific  Grove.  Calif.  83950.  (408)-375-5125. 

HONOR  LOYALTY:  Fifty  year  United 
Methodist  pin,  $1.25.  Seventy-five  year.  $2.50. 

Sold  only  to  churches.  Postpaid  If  cash  with 
order.  Southwest  District.  1402  West  Second, 
McCook.  Nebr.  69001. 

BIBLE  HOSPITAL  BOOK  BINDING  —  30 
years  In  business.  Samples,  price  lists, 
testimonials  sent  on  request.  412  South  St. 

Paul.  Dallas.  Texas  75® L  (2141-747-4540. 

COLLECTOR  OF  CARTOONS:  Religious 
themes  or  otherwise.  Humor  welcomed.  Send 
cartoons  to:  Box  128.  Franklin.  Ohio  45005. 

YOUR  SPARE  BOOKS  of  trading  stamps  wUl 
be  well  used  toward  a  station  wagon  for  Eliza 
Johnson  Center.  10010  Cullen.  Houston,  Texas. 

The  center  Is  a  nursing  home  for  aged 
Negroes. 

WE  INVITE  YOU  Sunday.  December  15  and  22 
—  1  p.m.  to  5  p.m.  to  select  your  Christmas 
decorations  and  gifts.  Hannah  Ntday  Florist. 

5702  Newcastle  at  Blssannete.  Bel  Air.  Texas. 

I  HOMEPARENTS  NEEDED  (or  child  care. 

,  These  are  full  time  positions  for  married 

couples  with  no  dependents.  In  addition  to 
salary,  we  provide  meals,  laundry  service, 
living  quarters  while  on  duty,  sick  leave;  also 
Insurance  and  retirement  programs  are 
available.  Applicants  must  be  non-smokers, 
non-drinkers,  hlgb  school  graduate,  preferably 
with  college  training.  These  positions  can 
provide  very  rewarding  experiences.  Please 
contact  the  personnel  Department.  Methodist 
|  Home,  1111  Herring  Ave..  Waco.  Texas  76708. 

SCANDINAVIA  AND  CENTRAL  EUROPE: 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Ed  Laux.  experienced  escorts. 

Invite  you  to  Join  them.  3  weeks  In  July  1975. 
Brochure  available.  Write:  Rev.  Ed  Laux.  6247 
Annapolis.  Dallas.  Texas  75214. 

NEW.  LARGE  SCRIPTURE  GREETDtfu 
NOTES:  4  beautiful  designs.  12  notes.  Lovely 
gift.  Free  catalog.  Send  $2.00.  Olive  Tree.  Box 

50.  Dept.  TM.  Brookevllle.  Md.  20729. 

Cushion  For  Church  Pews 

MINISTERS:  CONTINUING  EDUCATION. 

Join  Methodists  expanding  Intellectual 
horizons  through  directed  external  studies. 
Graduate  programs  based  on  traditional 
standards  available  to  disciplined  students 
everywhere.  Brochure:  The  Geneva 
Theological  College  In  Indiana,  3037-4Sth. 
Highland.  Ind.  46322. 

COMFORT  AND  BEAUTY 

AT  PRICES  YOU 

CAN  AFFORD 

Flowers  Cushion  Service 

Phone  (617)  MIS-9W3  Keene,  Texas  76059 

\ 
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Ministerial  Education 
Fund  is  successful 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Daily  ration  for  500  million  starving  people 

WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  —  Sen.  Mark  O.  Hatfield  [R-Ore.]  holds  up  a  potato  which, 
along  with  a  two-ounce  millet  cake,  a  piece  of  raw  onion  and  a  quarter  glass  of 
lukewarm  plain  tea,  he  said  is  the  “approximate  daily  ration  of  500  million  people 
around  the  world  who  are  starving,”  as  he  joins  World  Vision  International  Presi¬ 
dent  W.  Stanley  Mooneyham  [left]  in  announcing  “Project  Fast”  at  a  “non-luncheon 
hunger  event”  in  the  Capitol. 

The  two  men  called  on  all  Americans  to  willingly  experience  hunger  as  an  "ef¬ 
fective  way  of  responding  to  the  increasingly  tragic  world  hunger  crisis.”  One  way 
of  doing  this  is  suggested  by  a  resolution  introduced  in  the  Senate  by  Sen.  Hatfield 
which  would  designate  Monday  of  Thanksgiving  Week  next  year  as  a  “National  Day 
of  Fasting.”  It  further  suggests  that  Americans  “re-evaluate  their  own  life  styles” 
and  during  1975  "seek  to  change  their  habits  from  those  of  overconsumption  to  those 
of  conservation.’  religious  news  service  photo 

In  pro  football 

Sportswriter  views 
‘perspiration  theology’ 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  <UMC)  -  With  a 
plummeting  economy,  the  chances  of 
finding  a  runaway  financial  success 
story  would  seem  to  be  slim. 

Yet  vigorous  new  church  support  is 
evident  in  missions,  disaster  relief  and 
black  colleges,  to  name  just  a  few.  United 
Methodists  these  days  seem  willing-even 
eager-to  cough  up  generously  for 
specific  causes  they  understand  and 
affirm. 

Among  these  the  Ministerial  Education 
Fund  (MEF),  which  has  netted  some  $21 
million  for  United  Methodism’s  13 
seminaries  in  a  little  over  four  years, 
ranks  near  the  top.  An  additional  $7 
million  has  been  distributed  to  Boards  of 
the  Ministry  in  annual  conferences  under 
a  formula  whereby  they  share  25  percent 
off  the  top  for  local  scholarships,  con¬ 
tinuing  education,  research  and  Course 
of  Study  schools. 

MEF  often  is  called  the  seminaries’ 
“life  blood”  because  it  pays  for  an 
average  of  45  percent  of  their  current 
operating  expenses.  The  same  claim 
could  be  made  for  the  new  lease  it  has 
afforded  Boards  of  the  Ministry.  With 
significant  amounts  of  money  for 
programs  to  upgrade  their  skills,  the 
clergy  have  regained  leadership  of  the 
profession,  designing  vigorous  systems 
of  professional  support  and  ac¬ 
countability. 

Terming  MEF  a  “spectacular  suc¬ 
cess,”  designers  of  the  Fund  note  it  is  the 
third  largest  fund  in  the  church.  It  even 
pales  the  once-opulent  gifts  of  major 
foundations,  very  little  of  which  ever 
went  for  current  expenses  or  the  specific 
interests  of  denominational  schools. 

MEF,  which  is  administered  by  the 
Division  of  the  Ordained  Ministry  of  the 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry, 
sprang  not  from  the  genius  of  a  Nashville 
bureaucrat  but  a  layman  in  the 
Southeastern  Jurisdiction.  His  successful 
“One  Percent  Plan”  was  destined  to  be 
copied  nationally. 

As  it  was  finally  designed,  MEF  drew 
strength  not  only  in  the  provision  for 
keeping  part  of  the  money  on  the  home 
front  but  in  tying  it  to  the  growing 
budgets  of  local  churches.  MEF  is  funded 
from  receipts  based  on  2  percent  of  the 
local  church’s  current  operating  budget. 

With  such  a  system,  recruiting  and 
ministerial  training  keeps  pace  with  the 
on  going  life  of  the  whole  denomination. 

Another  sign  of  success,  however 
painful,  is  the  pressure  such  a  fund  draws 
from  special  interest  groups.  Recently 
the  Asian  Caucus  suggested  funds  be 
dispersed  only  to  seminaries  with  an 
affirmative  action  program.  The  likely 
response  will  be  a  plan  which  will  ad¬ 
vance  their  concern  for  training  of 
minority  clergy  but  also  guard  the 
schools’  historic  independence  and 
freedom. 

One  widely  conceded  inequity  is  the 
jurisdictional  base  for  dividing  up  the 
money.  The  Western  Jurisdiction,  for 


"Merry  Christmas 
To  Someone" 


Little  JI-UN  KIM  from  Korea 
has  “helped”  her  superintendent 
write  a  Christmas  letter  to 
someone  —  but  we  have  no  sponsor 
for  her.  Ji-Un  is  only  four-years- 
old.  She  and  her  brother  were 
placed  in  the  Seoul,  Korea,  city 
orphanage  prior  to  acceptance  into 
our  Precious  Peace  &  Love  Home. 

YOU  CAN  SHARE  YOUR 
BLESSINGS  with  Ji-Un  or 
another  needy  child.  How?  By 
becoming  a  sponsor.  Sponsors  are 
individuals,  church  or  civic  groups 
or  families  who  want  to  help  one  of 
these  little  children.  The  fee?  Only 
ten  dollars  a  month.  What  will  you 
receive?  Full  information:  the 
child’s  name,  address,  picture  and 
case  history.  No  contracts  are 
signed.  Sponsors  are  needed  for 
children  living  in  Christian  or- 
phanges  in  India,  Vietnam, 
Korea,  Colombia.  Taiwan  and  the 
Dominican  Republic.  WORLD’S 
CHILDREN,  INC.,  founded  in  1965, 
is  approved  by  the  U.  S.  Govern¬ 
ment’s  bureau  of  internal  revenue 
so  all  gifts  are  tax  deductible. 

Won’t  you  wish  JI-UN  KIM  or 
some  other  child  a  MERRY 
CHRISTMAS  by  joining  our  fine 
family  of  sponsors?  Please  write 
today: 


example,  the  smallest  population  group 
in  the  church,  has  two  seminaries  to 
support.  This  is  the  same  number  as  the 
more  populous  South  Central  Jurisdic¬ 
tion.  Equity  payments  by  the  Division  of 
the  Ordained  Ministry  help  con¬ 
siderably,  though  some  feel  a  national 
distribution  plan  is  more  desirable. 

If  expectations  are  realized  in  1974.  the 
schools  will  receive  a  minimum  145 
percent  increase  in  funds  over  1968,  the 
year  the  fund  was  born. 

The  Fund’s  chief  administrative  of¬ 
ficer  in  the  Division,  Dr.  Robert  W. 
Thornburg,  believes  MEF  has  produced 
well  and  that  most  United  Methodist 
seminaries  are  alive  and  well  in  the  70s 
partly  because  they  avoided  the  intense 
fadism  of  the  60s  and  stuck  to  classical 
pastoral  education. 

The  Fund,  in  turn,  has  strengthened 
this  emphasis  by  “rewarding”  those 
schools  with  a  bigger  share  of  the  pie. 

“Because  our  seminaries  have 
majored  in  preparation  for  pastoral 
ministry,  they  have  had  an  open  door  to 
ask  for  support  from  the  churches.  This 
wouldn’t  be  happening  if  they  weren’t 
producing  a  salable  product, ’’concluded 
Dr.  Thornburg. 


No 

hijacking 

here! 

By  ALEX  VERGARA 
Staff  Writer 

JERUSALEM  —  If  John  Wesley 
had  his  “heartwarming”  ex¬ 
perience,  delegates  who  attended 
the  World  Methodist  Convocation 
here  can  also  say  that  they  have 
gone  through  a  “heartburning” 
experience. 

Tight  security  measures  had  been 
imposed  by  the  Israeli  government 
that  all  the  2,500  Convocation 
delegates  were  intensively  checked 
upon  their  departure  in  Tel -Aviv. 

“It  took  me  four  hours  to  go 
through  Custom  and  Immigration,” 
remarked  a  75-year-old  United 
Methodist  woman  from  Miami.  “But 
it  took  only  one  hour  flying  time 
from  Tel-Aviv  to  Athens,”  she 
added. 

She  also  said  that  her  baggage  was 
“ransacked”  by  a  young  and  pretty 
Israeli  security  agent.  “She  un¬ 
packed  all  my  belongings  from  my 
suit  case  and  meticulously  checked 
the  linings  of  my  suit  case  and 
clothes.  My  camera  was  opened  and 
so  were  my  souvenirs.  She  also 
asked  whether  I  received  any  gift  or 
letter  from  a  stranger.” 

All  the  delegates  regardless  of  age 
or  sex  were  thoroughly  frisked  and 
were  asked  to  pass  through  an 
examination  room  where  they  could 
only  use  their  first  birthday  suits. 

“I  can’t  believe  it,  but  I  un¬ 
derstand  how  the  Israelis  feel,” 
another  elderly  lady  from  Oklahoma 
remarked.  “I  guess  this  is  better 
than  getting  our  plane  hijacked  or 
bombed,”  she  added. 


At  TM/UMR 


By  SHEILA  ALLEE 
Staff  Writer 

TM/UMR  has  a  brand  new  photo¬ 
graphic  system  and  two  well-trained  per¬ 
sonnel  to  handle  it. 

The  new  system  is  called  Photo 
Mechanical  Transfer  (PMT),  and  the  two 
new  men  on  the  job  are  Frank  Jones  and 
Alex  Vergara. 

Mr.  Jones.  35,  joined  the  TM/UMR 
staff  in  July  as  the  newspaper’s  first 
PMT  operator.  He  immediately  set  to 
work  organizing  the  new  photographing 
process  by  traveling  to  a  Houston 
graphic  arts  show  and  purchasing  the 
PMT  equipment  (worth  $3,500). 

In  August,  Mr.  Vergara,  a  27-year-old 
third  year  ministerial  student  at  Perkins 
School  of  Theology  in  Dallas,  joined  the 
staff.  Through  special  arrangements 
with  Perkins,  he  is  fulfilling  his 
ministerial  internship  at  TM/UMR.  This 
internship,  which  is  required  training  for 
all  third-year  students  at  Perkins,  pro- 


WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  (RNS)  -  “To  a 
greater  extent  than  most  other  sports, 
football  has  been  surrounding  itself  with 
the  trappings  of  religion  to  the  point 
where  prayer  is  an  indispensable  adjunct 
of  every  National  Football  League 
game,”  a  sportswriter  here  has  ob¬ 
served. 

Mike  Roberts,  of  the  Washington  Star- 
News,  writing  in  a  three-part  series  on 
“Religion  and  the  NFL,”  notes  “there 
are  prayers  for  safety  and  prayers  for 
success.  There  are  pre-game  meetings  in 
which  biblical  exhortations  are  trans¬ 
lated  into  football  jargon  and  chalk¬ 
board  diagrams.” 

But  he  sees  an  “apparent  con¬ 
tradiction,  wrapped  in  a  neat  literary 
package"  in  one  team’s  pre-game 
“spiritual  calisthenics,  spanning  --  in  a 
single  moment  -  the  emotional  range 
from  ‘Amen’  to  a  burst  of  coarse  vitu¬ 
peration,”  such  as,  “Let’s  kill  those  — ! 

“So  the  National  Football  League  has 
long  since  grown  accustomed  to  this 
athletic  version  of  ‘Praise  the  Lord  and 
Pass  the  Ammunition’.  Not  everyone  is 
at  ease,  however,  with  the  juxtaposition 
of  reverence  and  frothing  hostility,”  Mr. 
Roberts  notes. 

“A  clerical  detractor  suggests  the 
practice  ‘demeans  the  whole  activity  of 
prayer,  carrying  on  in  that  way,’  and  a 
syndicated  religion  columnist  derides  it 
as  the  theology  of  perspiration.” 

Why  is  there  apparently  more  evidence 
or  use  made  of  religion  in  football? 
“Some  observers  chalk  it  up  to  crisis 


vides  them  with  practical  experience  for 
a  year  in  a  local  church  or  agency. 

Since  Mr.  Vergara  plans  to  go  into 
religious  journalism  in  Asia,  while  at 
TM/UMR,  he  will  be  amassing  a  full 
range  of  skills  to  equip  him  to  be  a 
religious  journalist.  In  addition  to  his 
photographic  work,  Mr.  Vergara  also 
will  do  some  reporting. 

Mr.  Jones  explained  that  the  PMT 
equipment,  which  looks  like  a  giant  land 
camera,  transfers  negative  images  to 
positive  images  through  the  use  of 
chemicals  and  light  sensitive  paper. 

Using  the  PMT  process,  a  glossy 
picture  can  be  reproduced  in  about  three 
and  a  half  minutes  or  one-third  of  the 
time  it  used  to  consume. 

The  reproduced  halftone  then  is  pasted 
onto  a  news  page  pasteup  sheet  along 
with  written  copy,  and  a  news  page  is 
ready  for  offset  printing. 

The  new  process  allows  greater  speed 
and  convenience  in  producing  an  average 


psychology,”  Mr.  Roberts  says. ^“Hollis 
Hall,  evangelist  to  a  number  of  Pitts¬ 
burgh  Steelers,  observes: 

"They  have  a  whole  week  to  build  up 
and  go  out  and  put  the  goods  on  the  line. 
Before  the  game  they  have  a  tendency  to 
be  pretty  tight,  pretty  wide-eyed. 
Baseball  players  are  real  loose, 
easygoing,  yucking  it  up.  That  contrast 
sticks  out  in  my  mind.” 

Bill  Glass,  a  former  defensive  end  for 
the  Cleveland  Browns  and  now  a  full¬ 
time  evangelist,  amplifies  on  this  ob¬ 
servation  : 

“You’ve  got  this  moment  of  truth  you 
face  on  Sunday  afternoon,  a  rather 
demanding  2 2-hour  period.  It  tends  to 
make  you  humble,  make  you  realize  your 
great  need.  Have  you  ever  noticed  when 
people  face  death  they  become  more 
open  to  the  possibility  of  the  existence  of 
God?  It’s  a  crisis-  like  death  is  a  crisis  - 
sort  of  a  minor  crisis  once  a  week.” 

On  the  question  of  how  to  reconcile 
Judaeo-Christian  principles  about  loving 
and  doing  good  to  one’s  neighbor  with  the 
brutality  that  seems  to  be  a  necessary 
part  of  the  game,  the  sports  writer  said: 
“Sometimes,  instead  of  answers, 
enigmas  must  suffice.” 

For  Tom  Landry,  coach  of  the  Dallas 
Cowboys  and  a  prominent  figure  in  the 
Fellowship  of  Christian  Athletes,  “It’s  no 
problem,”  he  told  a  reporter. 

But  Pefer  Gent,  wide  receiver  turned 
novelist,  “perceives  most  football- 
related  piety  as  phony  and  finds  it 
reminiscent  of  the  Crusades  -  ‘The  battle 
of  life,  the  forces  of  evil  being  overcome.’ 


of  400  pictures  weekly  in  the  more  than 
quarter  million  TM/UMR  newspapers 
issued  each  week. 

Mr.  Jones,  a  graduate  of  the  Dallas 
Public  Schools,  attended  the  University 
of  Texas  at  Arlington  and  majored  in 
business.  He  learned  his  photographic 
and  graphic  arts  skills  at  various  graphic 
arts  jobs.  He  is  also  the  artist  on  the  staff 
and  regularly  produces  the  line  drawings 
used  in  the  newspaper. 

He  is  married  and  has  three  children. 

Mr.  Vergara,  whose  home  is  Manila, 
Philippines,  came  to  Dallas  two  years 
ago  to  cover  Explo  ’72  for  Newsasia. 
When  the  international  evangelism  con¬ 
ference  ended,  he  stayed  to  attend 
seminary  at  Perkins  School  of  Theology 
at  Southern  Methodist  University. 

He  is  a  gradute  of  Lyceum  of  the 
Philippines  with  degrees  in  education 
and  journalism.  He  has  been  a  freelance 
journalist,  radio  announcer  and  editor  of 
the  National  Council  of  Churches 
newsletter  in  the  Philippines.  He  is 
married  and  has  two  children. 

Delegation 
sizes  set  for 
General  Conf. 

DALLAS,  Texas  (UMC)  —  The  1976 
United  Methodist  General  Conference  in 
Portland,  Ore.,  will  be  composed  of  984 
delegates,  according  to  information 
released  here  December  6  by  the  Rev.  J. 
B.  Holt,  secretary  of  the  denomination's 
top  law-making  body. 

Under  the  law  of  the  church,  half  the 
total  will  be  ministers  and  half  will  be  lay 
persons.  Of  the  total,  128  will  come  from 
members  of  the  former  Evangelical 
United  Brethren  Church  which  united  in 
1968  with  the  Methodist  Church  to  form 
the  present  denomination. 

Largest  single  delegation  will  be  the  36 
persons  representing  the  West  Ohio 
Annual  Conference. 


Working  the  new  process 

DALLAS  —  Alex  Vergara  [in  foreground]  operates  the  PMT  camera  while  Frank 
Jones  supervises.  The  two  men  re-produce  over  400  pictures  a  week  for  use  in  the  147 
local  church  editions,  23  Conference  editions  and  the  national  edition  of  TM/UMR. 


New  photo  process 9  new  staff 


DECEMBER  13,  1974 

Indians  head  list 


of  most  ‘acceptable’ 


TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 
DAYTON  —  Indian  Americans  and  the 
rich  head  a  list  of  persons  the  church 
should  “accept”  and  “try  to  understand” 
while  communists,  atheists  and 
homosexuals  are  listed  among  persons 
the  church  should  “not  associate  with” 
according  to  the  results  of  a  survey 
conducted  earlier  this  year  through  a 
“tear  sheet”  questionnaire  which  ap¬ 
peared  in  TM/  UMR  and  several  other 
United  Methodist  publications. 

The  survey,  which  is  only  ?  small  part 
of  a  project  conducted  by  the  United 
Methodist  General  Council  on  Ministries 
(GCOM)  to  determined  attitudes  of 
church  persons  on  a  number  of  issues, 
was  presented  at  a  recent  meeting  here 
to  the  GCOM’s  Section  on  Planning  and 
Research. 

Members  of  the  Interagency  Task 
Force  on  Planning,  which  conducted  the 
survey,  stressed  that  the  sampling  is 
“strictly  indicative  at  this  point”  and 
the  results  will  now  be  checked  against  a 
scientific  sampling  procedure  before  the 
results  are  “firmed  up.” 

Some  4,600  persons  responded  to  a 
question  on  how  the  church  should  relate 
to  21  different  categories  of  people  and 
rated  degree  of  acceptance  on  a  four 
point  scale  from  “Will  Not  Associate 
With”  to  “Will  Accept  As  Members.” 

Indian  Americans  were  listed  as  the 
group  that  persons  filling  out  the 
questionnaire  believed  should  be  the 
most  accepted.  Second  in  acceptance 
was  “wealth  persons”  followed  (in  order 
of  acceptance)  by  “oriental  Americans,” 
“divorcees,"  “black  Americans," 
“persons  on  welfare,"  “Hispanic 
Americans,”  “unwed  mothers,”  “ex- 
included:  “unwed  couples,”  “marijuana 
users,"  “hippies,"  “drug  addicts," 
convicts,”  and  “Jewish  persons.” 

On  the  opposite  end  of  the  scale,  per- 

Evangelicals 

debate  faith, 
social  action 

CHICAGO,  Ill.  (UMC)  —  Warned  at  the 
outset  that  they  faced  a  difficult  task, 
some  100  persons  from  a  broad  spectrum 
of  evangelical  Christianity  dug  in  here 
November  29  to  develop  concrete 
proposals  designed  to  implement  the 
widely-acclaimed  “Chicago  Declara¬ 
tion”  of  a  year  ago  which  asserted  that 
biblical  faith  and  social  concern  are  in¬ 
separable. 

When  they  concluded  the  sessions  with 
a  Communion  celebration  48  hours  later, 
the  Evangelicals  for  Social  Action  had: 

•  Delineated  a  half-dozen  outlets  such 
as  sexism,  racism,  economic  lifestyle, 
political  action  and  evangelism  where 
interested  evangelicals  could  plug  in; 

•  Authorized  establishment  of  a  Center 
for  Biblical  Social  Concern ; 

•  Broadened  the  base  of  the  coalition 
which  drafted  the  original  declaration; 

•  Provided  vital  support  for  each 
other’s  efforts  in  a  segment  of 
Christendom  not  usually  known  for  its 
interest  in  social  issues. 

Many  of  the  original  50  leaders  who 
forged  the  “Declaration”  during  the 
Thanksgiving  weekend  of  1973  were  back 
for  this  second  meeting,  along  with  a  like 
number  invited  to  be  present.  It  was  a 
rich  mixture  of  individuals  from 
“traditional”  and  “radical”  evangelical 
bodies,  “alternate”  lifestyles,  charis- 
matics,  “ecumenical”  churches  such  as 
Episcopal  and  United  Methodist,  and  at 
least  one  Roman  Catholic. 

Carefully  incorporated  in  the  mixture 
were  some  20  women  and  at  least  one 
person  from  each  of  the  nation’s  racial 
and  ethnic  groups.  Speakers  included  Dr. 
Carl  F.  H.  Henry,  former  editor  of 
“Christianity  Today”  and  an  evangelical 
leader  known  around  the  world,  Dr. 
Emilio  Castro,  director  of  the  World 
Council  of  Churches  Commission  on 
World  Mission  and  Evangelism,  and  Dr. 
Ruth  L.  Bentley,  a  black  psychologist. 

Unlike  the  1973  Declaration  which 
emerged  in  final  form  as  a  carefully- 
worded  conviction  of  the  original  signers 
—  and  the  several  hundred  others  who 
have  signed  it  since  —  the  actions  here 
were  presented  only  as  “valid”  im¬ 
plementations  of  the  Declaration  which 
individual  Christians  could  pray  for  and 
might  participate  in  or  not  as  they  saw 
fit. 

The  proposals  dealing  with  sexism  and 
feminism  included  specific  endorsement 
of  ordination  for  women,  a  position 
strongly  opposed  in  most  evangelical 
bodies,  and  an  “affirmation”  of  “our 
solidarity”  with  the  11  women  and  four 
bishops  who  took  part  in  the  widely- 
publicized  Episcopal  ordination  service 
earlier  this  year  in  Philadelphia. 

The  women  present  here  announced 
they  were  going  to  undertake  formation 
of  an  “evangelical  women’s  caucus,”  but 
there  \tas  no  indication  that  it  would  be 
done  in  concert  with  similar  groups  in 
“ecumenical”  churches. 

Almost  as  troublesome  as  ordination 
for  women  was  a  proposal  dealing  with 
economic  lifestyle  and  responsibility. 
Some  delegates  were  unsure  whether 
they  were  being  asked  to  “sell  all  and 
give  it  to  the  poor,”  adopt  a  personal  life¬ 
style  of  austerity,  or  practice  a  high  level 
of  Christian  stewardship  —  or,  maybe, 
all  of  these. 

As  finally  resolved,  the  statement  will 
be  circulated  for  discussion  and  possible 
endorsement  by  individual  evangelicals 
who  apparently  will  decide  for  them¬ 
selves  exactly  what  it  means  for  them. 


sons  answering  the  questionnaire 
thought  the  church  should  show  least 
acceptance  to  communits  followed 
closely  by  atheists  and  homosexuals. 

Others  among  the  least  accepted,  listed 
in  the  order  of  increasing  acceptance, 
“rebellious  students,”  “speakers  in 
tongues,”  “juvenile  delinquents”  and 
“alcoholics.” 

A  parallel  question  which  asked  those 
filling  out  the  questionnaire  to  rate  how 
they  personally  feel  about  relating  to  the 
same  21  categories  of  people  found 
Indian  Americans  once  again  as  the  most 
accepted  and  communists  as  the  least 
accepted. 

This  second  survey  showed  positioning 
changes  in  a  number  of  categories  but 
not  shifts  between  the  top  ten  in  ac¬ 
ceptance  and  the  bottom  eleven. 
Greatest  shifts  came  in  the  category 
“Jewish  persons”  which  rose  on  the 
personal  survey  to  number  three  in 
acceptance  from  number  ten  on  tl.e 
church  acceptance  survey,  and 
“atheists”  which  rose  from  number  20  on 
the  church  acceptance  survey  to  number 
16  in  personal  acceptance. 

Downtown 
churches  get 
a  hard  look 

“What’s  Ahead  for  Old  First  Church” 
by  Ezra  Earl  Jones  and  Robert  L. 
Wilson,  Harper  &  Row,  1974, 132  pp.,  $5.95 
By  WALTER  L.  UNDERWOOD 
Special  to  TM/UMR 

Unhappily,  this  study  is  ten  years  too 
late  for  many  congregations,  but  for 
those  who  are  committed  to  the  witness 
of  the  church  in  the  cities  of  America, 
this  book  is  a  must. 

Suburban  and  residential  churches  will 
gain  new  insights  regarding  the  necessity 
of  the  downtown  church  and  will  find 
ways  in  which  they  may  be  helpful  in 
making  that  witness  strong.  Those  who 
minister  in  the  downtown  church  will  dis¬ 
cover  new  ways  to  prolong  and  protect 
the  vital  ministries  that  can  be  per¬ 
formed  best  in  that  location. 

The  authors  have  researched  well. 
The  offer  a  definitive  analysis  of  the 
problems  old  First  Church  faces  and 
suggest  specific  styles  and  solutions  to 
protect  and  continue  that  ministry.  They 
have  maintained  a  proper  balance  be¬ 
tween  the  sometimes  discouraging 
reality  of  the  present  circumstances  and 
the  hopeful  dreams  that  may  yet  be 
realized. 

The  view  of  the  authors  is  sociological 
and  therein  lies  both  the  strength  and  the 
weakness  of  the  book.  Methodologically 
the  study  is  sound,  the  logic  is  clear,  and 
the  conclusions  based  on  factual  evi¬ 
dence. 

The  weakness  of  the  study  also  stems 
from  its  sociological  format.  The  neces¬ 
sity  for  proper  and  adequate  leadership 
is  emphasized  but  the  reader  wishes  that 
the  authors  had  attempted  a  more 
definitive  profile  of  the  leadership  style 
needed  in  the  downtown  church,  both  in 
regard  to  clergy  and  staff  as  well  as  laity. 
Pulpit  committees  and  denominational 
executives  will  be  hard  pressed  to 
discover  any  substantive  help  in  choosing 
ministerial  leadership  for  old  First 
Church.  Congregations  will  find  little 
assistance  for  a  precise  definition  of  laity 
leadership  styles. 

Those  who  have  lived  vicariously  with 
the  problems  of  the  downtown  church  for 
many  years  will  find  the  programming 
techniques  somewhat  naive  and  sim¬ 
plistic,  reflecting,  probably,  the  authors’ 
iadk  of  personal  experience  in  such  down¬ 
town  situations. 

Even  so,  the  book  deserves  wide 
reading  by  church  people,  both  lay  and 
clergy.  It  is  the  conviction  of  this  re¬ 
viewer  that  the  Christian  witness  ought 
to  be  strong  at  the  heart  of  every  city’s 
downtown.  If  taken  seriously,  this  book 
may,  indeed,  help  to  make  that  possible. 

[Editor’s  Note:  Dr.  Walter  Underwood 
is  senior  minister  of  the  5,239  member 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in  down¬ 
town  Fort  Worth,  Tx.] 

S.  African  Methodist 
hails  proposed  union 

CAPETOWN,  South  Africa  (RNS)  — 
New  hope  would  be  given  to  South 
African  blacks  by  the  union  of  six 
Protestant  denominations,  the  president¬ 
elect  of  the  Methodist  Church  of  South 
Africa  said  here. 

The  Rev.  Abel  Hfendricks  said  the 
proposed  union  would  provide  op¬ 
portunity  for  people  of  peace  and 
goodwill  to  work  together  for  racial 
equality. 


Sturdy  Leather 
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Check  or  money  order 
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“.  .  .  And  the  angel  said 
to  them,  ‘Be  not  afraid ;  for 
behold,  I  bring  you  good 
news  of  a  great  joy  which 
shall  come  to  all  people;  for 
to  you  is  born  this  day  in  the 
city  of  David  a  Savior,  who 
is  Christ  the  Lord  ...”  — 
Luke  2:10,  11. 
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?  Terence  Council  on 
Ministries  holds  meeting, 
makes  plans  for  1974 


The  Conference  Council  on  Ministries 
held  its  December  meeting  at  Alexandria 
on  December  6  and  7. 

Dr.  George  Pearce  presided  over  the 
two-day  event  that  included  reports  from 
representatives  to  the  General  Council  on 
Ministries,  Dr.  Jack  Cooke  and  Dr.  J. 
Woodrow  Hearn.  Members  spent  several 
hours  in  an  evaluation  of  conference 
program  events  of  the  year  drawing  to  a 
close. 

The  Council  heard  a  discussion  of  the 
proposed  Louisiana  United  Methodist 
Foundation  and  a  favorable  vote  was 
taken  for  its  establishment. 

The  P  75  emphasis  drew  the  major 
attention  of  the  Council  as  Council 


director,  Rev.  L.  Ray  Branton,  presented 
the  key  plans  for  carrying  out  the  em¬ 
phasis.  Dr.  Clyde  Clark,  chairman  of  the 
cabinet  delivered  a  highly-applauded 
message  on  the  meaning  of  the 
evangelism  effort.  The  Council  decided 
that  major  attention  should  be  given  in 
1975  to  evangelism  and  that  1976  be 
reserved  for  the  “concern  for  persons” 
effort. 

The  newest  staff  member,  Mrs.  Inez 
Chrisentery,  spoke  to  the  meeting  on  her 
new  work  and  its  future. 

Plans  were  laid  for  formulating  a 
“statement  of  purpose”  for  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference.  The  next  meeting  of 
the  Council  will  be  held  on  January  18 
following  the  convocation  of  boards. 


Engaged  in  conversation  at  Conference  Council  on  Ministries  meeting  were  Dr.  W. 
T.  Handy.  Jr.  and  Dr.  Carl  F.  Lueg. 


A  visit  to  the  land  that  was 
devastated  by  Hurricane  Fiji 


By  WINONA  O.  COCHRAN 

( Editor’s  note:  Mrs.  Jack  B.  Cochran, 
of  Bunkie.  La.,  has  recently  returned 
from  San  Pedro  Sula.  Honduras,  where 
she  was  called  when  her  mother  was 
injured  in  a  bus  accident  in  Guatamala 
and  was  hospitalized  in  Cemesa  Hospital. 
Honduras.  Here  she  shares  with  readers 
of  the  LOUISIANA  UNITED  METHOD¬ 
IST  her  impressions  of  the  hurricane- 
devastated  land.) 

The  country  where  Fifi  struck  is  a  very 
beautiful  land  with  its  lofty  mountains 
and  many  blooming  flowers.  The  people 
of  Honduras  are  a  warm  and  loving 
people,  and  they  expressed  it  in  many 
ways  as  they  cared  for  our  injured 
Americans  in  their  country. 

Arriving  in  Honduras,  I  found  my 
mother  in  a  very  well  equipped  hospital 
with  an  excellent  staff  who  showed  love 
and  concern  for  their  patients. 

I  noticed  one  nurse  who  seemed  to  treat 
my  mother  with  an  extra  special  bit  of 
love  and  concern.  I  later  learned  that  she 
had  lost  both  her  mother  and  her  father 
and  her  home  during  the  hurricane. 

All  over  the  town  you  could  see 
evidence  of  the  disaster.  The  streets  were 
full  of  ruts  and  deep  holes.  The  streams 
had  overflowed  their  banks  and 
destroyed  many  of  the  bridges.  The  area 
where  the  hurricane  hit  the  hardest  in 
San  Pedro  Sula  was  close  to  the  moun¬ 
tains  south  of  the  city.  It  came  over  these 
mountains  and  washed  tons  of  mud  and 
debris  onto  the  town  below.  The  white 
streaks  of  washed  out  areas  on  the 
mountains  could  be  seen  for  miles  away. 
As  the  mud  tumbled  down  from  the 
mountains,  it  filled  the  streams,  washing 
out  everything  in  sight.  Mud  eight  feet 
deep  poured  through  the  houses,  and  the 
town  was  covered  with  two  feet  of  water. 
Some  of  the  towns  can  only  be  reached  by 
helicopters  to  deliver  first  aid  and  sup¬ 
plies.  According  to  government  sources, 
the  losses  will  reach  $500  million. 

The  water  supply  has  been  ruined  and 
the  danger  of  typhoid  still  lurks  in  many 
areas.  Vaccines  have  been  flown  in  and 
are  being  administered  to  all  of  the 
people.  Safe  water  sources  have  been  set 
up,  and  it  is  a  common  sight  to  see  the 
women  and  children  carrying  buckets  of 
water  on  their  heads  to  their  homes. 

The  stench  of  death  still  hangs  over 
much  of  the  area,  due  to  the  animal 
matter  that  lies  buried  beneath  the 
mud.  I  was  struck  by  the  sight  of  litter- 
free  streets,  however.  In  cleaning  up,  the 
people  salvage  everything.  The  mounds 
of  dirt  are  piled  four  or  five  feet  high,  and 
the  hurricane-felled  trees  are  placed 
along  the  road  near  the  dirt,  to  be  used  as 
firewood. 

Homes  of  rich  and  poor  alike  are  either 
washed  away  completely  or  damaged 


severely  by  mud.  After  the  flood,  many 
people  were  found  totally  naked,  because 
the  flood  waters  had  washed  the  clothes 
from  their  bodies. 

One  poignant  story  is  told  of  a  young 
woman  who  could  carry  only  two  of  her 
children  to  safety,  so  she  tied  the  third 
child  in  a  hammock  and  put  it  high  in  a 
tree.  Three  days  later  the  child  was  found 
by  police  and  was  taken  to  a  refugee 
center. 

We  visited  an  orphanage-turned- 
refugee  center  for  lost  children.  The 
center  was  run  by  Sister  Maria  Rosa. 
When  we  arrived  at  the  center,  we  found 
Sister  holding  a  small  child  that  had  just 
been  found  and  brought  in.  She  was 
giving  him  a  bottle  of  milk  and  some 
baby  food.  This  was  my  first  view  of 
children  suffering  from  malnutrition, 
and  it  was  a  sight  that  filled  my  heart 
with  grief.  There  were  a  few  broken- 
down  beds  and  some  mattresses  on  the 
floor.  Nurses  and  a  doctor  who  had  flown 
in  from  the  United  States  were  there  to 
help. 

When  Sister  Maria  Rosa  heard  that  the 
hurricane  was  coming,  she  took  a  Jeep 
and  a  camper,  and  loaded  all  of  the 
children  and  personnel  of  the  orphanage 
(140  total)  into  the  two  vehicles,  and  they 
were  driven  to  safety.  These  children 
later  were  transferred  to  another  of  her 
orphanages,  and  she  went  back  to  set  up 
the  partially-ruined  orphanage  as  a 
refugee  center.  How  she  accomplished 
such  a  seemingly  impossible  task  she  did 
not  know,  but  she  said  that  she  had  done  a 
lot  of  praying  to  God  as  she  worked. 

Help  is  coming  into  Honduras  from 
many  directions,  including  significant 
giving  within  our  own  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference.  Evidence  of  United  States  help 
is  everywhere.  Our  nation  has  flown  in 
helicopters  to  reach  the  inaccessible 
areas;  our  people  have  given  food, 
clothing,  medical  supplies,  and  money 
and  personal  assistance.  The  Cubans 
have  set  up  an  entire  medical  refugee 
center  in  one  of  the  Honduran  schools. 
Peru  has  sent  thousands  of  tents  to  house 
the  homeless. 

Help  is  arriving  from  all  directions  and 
for  the  various  damages  to  be  repaired.  A 
great  percentage  of  the  crops  have  been 
destroyed,  especially  bananas  and  rice 
which  were  ready  for  harvesting. 

Hope  is  not  dead  in  this  country  that  is 
beginning  to  rebuild  after  the  hurricane. 
This  hope  was  expressed  so  well  in  the 
words  of  a  young  girl  guide  who  traveled 
with  us  to  Copan.  She  said,  “It  was  a 
great  disaster  that  hit  our  people,  but 
much  good  can  come  from  this  tragedy  if 
our  people  will  use  wisely  the  help  that  is 
being  sent.” 

These  people  took  the  time  to  tell  me 
their  story,  and  I  think  they  will  be  glad 
that  I  told  it  to  you! 
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Bishop’s  Message 


It  is  being  discovered  at  our  house  that  the  office  of  bishop  entails  the  at-  £ 
tempt  to  give  responsible  service  to  the  church  at  large  as  well  as  to  the  area 
of  assignment.  I  was  told  this  three  years  ago  but  have  come  now  to  un-  ^ 
derstand  it  better.  The  church  as  a  whole  really  calls  upon  its  bishops  to  £ 
render  various  general  services  to  the  church  at  large.  Recently  I  was  asked  ^ 
to  become  a  member  of  the  Board  «/f  Higher  Education  and  Ministry  with  v 
specific  assignment  to  the  Commission  on  Chaplains.  It  is  a  sacred  respon- 
sibility,  for  we  United  Methodists  have  almost  800  chaplains,  and  three  £ 
bishops  maintain  episcopal  responsibilities  for  the  800.  I  accepted  the  P 
assignment,  feeling  that  the  Louisiana  Conference  would  want  me  to  do  that.  « 
We  had  our  first  significant  sessions  in  Washington  last  week.  P 

When  dealing  with  chaplains’  matters,  I  thought  again  of  a  very  sentimental  | 
but  important  experience  in  our  family  that  relates  the  chaplaincy  to  ^ 
Christmas.  Some  years  ago,  prior  to  his  death,  Chaplain  O.  E.  Hill  gave  me  his  p 
sterling  silver  portable  communion  set  and  case.  It  is  a  magnificent  set,  $ 
arranged  to  be  carried  from  place  to  place  and  erected  on  very  short  notice. 
Chaplain  Hill  was  a  very  close  friend  of  mine,  and  he  had  the  distinction  of  £ 
having  served  in  the  chaplaincy  in  two  world  wars.  He  told  me  of  Christmas  £ 
services  of  Holy  Communion  in  the  trenches  in  France  when  he  used  that  p 
communion  set.  He  related  the  spiritual  strength  that  it  gave  those  men  who  1 
were  soon  to  go  “over  the  top.”  J 

When  World  War  II  came,  he  was  barely  of  age  to  be  included,  but  he  per-  ^ 
suaded  the  authorities  to  let  him  go  again.  This  time  he  went  to  the  South  J 
Pacific  and  his  communion  set  went  along.  He  told  me  of  Christmas  Eve  a 
communions  undei;  the  palm  trees  when  servicemen  gathered  all  around  in  J 
cautiously  reverent  stance,  for  the  enemy  was  near.  u 

When  Chaplain  Hill  entered  his  last  illness,  he  gave  me  that  set,  and  I  have  & 
given  it  to  our  son  who  is  in  the  ministry.  I  trust  that  it  again  will  be  used  on  ? 
Christmas  Eve  in  a  different  setting,  of  course,  but  for  the  same  fundamental  v 
purpose.  And  on  this  Christmas  Eve  when  we  are  at  communion,  we  will  think  * 
of  that  sacred  gift  that  Chaplain  Hill  shared  years  ago. 

Well,  here  it  is  all  tied  up  together:  Christmas,  sacred  memories,  and  the  £ 
chaplaincy,  and  I  think  this  is  right,  because  Christmas  relates  to  every  lovely  p 
thing  in  our  lives.  Our  gift  from  the  chaplain  will  be  remembered  on  Christ-  \ 
mas  Eve;  but  I  thought  about  it  again  and  again  last  week  in  the  chaplains’  $ 
meeting.  & 

May  you  have  a  blessed  Christmas.  It  is  not  our  custom  to  send  Christmas  £ 
cards  in  the  area  where  we  live,  but  we  do  send  our  love.  p 


Faithfully 


p  Finis  A.  Crutchfield 


J 


Plans  begin  for  ’76  session 
of  SJ  Jurisdictional  Conference 


Plans  are  underway  for  the  1976 
session  of  the  South  Central  Jurisdic¬ 
tional  Conference,  which  is  scheduled  for 
July  13-15,  (1976)  in  Lincoln,  Nebraska. 

Enthusiastic  plans  were  formulated  on 
November  18  at  a  meeting  of 
representatives,  headed  by  G.  Alan 
Dunlap  and  Bishop  Don  W.  Holter, 
presiding  bishop  of  the  Nebraska  Area. 
With  a  task  force  of  United  Methodist 
Nebraskans,  they  met  with  Dr.  John 
Wesley  Hardt,  chairman  of  the 
Jurisdictional  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  and  members  of  the 
general  program  body  for  the 
Jurisdictional  Conference.  These  in¬ 
cluded  :  Dr.  T.  Poe  Williams,  secretary  of 
the  Jurisdictional  Conference  session;  T. 
Russell  Reitz,  treasurer  of  the 
Jurisdiction;  and  Dr.  S.  Duane  Bruce, 
executive  director  of  the  South  Central 
Jurisdiction. 

The  local  task  force,  composed  of  lay 
persons  and  ministers  of  the  Nebraska 
area,  are  dedicated  to  host  a  Conference 
that  delegates  will  long  remember. 
Serving  as  executive  secretary  for  the 
local  task  force  is  the  Rev.  C.  Rex 
Bevins,  Director  of  Ministries  for  the 
Nebraska  Conference. 

Dr.  John  Frey,  delegate  to  several 
'Jurisdictional  Conferences,  and  a 
member  of  the  planning  committee  for 
such  conferences,  spelled  out  some  of  the 
projected  plans.  Included  will  be  an 
informal  reception  in  an  appropriate 
outdoor  setting  for  all  delegates,  alter¬ 
nates,  visitors  and  friends  just  prior  to 
the  meeting,  July  12.  This  will  be 
followed  by  a  banquet,  to  be  hosted  by  the 
Nebraskans.  Plans  are  also  being  made 
for  the  Governor  of  the  state  to  welcome 
visitors  as  well  as  present  other  city  and 
state  leaders.  The  traditional  service  of 
Holy  Communion  is  planned,  also,  for  the 


night  of  July  12  in  St.  Paul  United 
Methodist  Church. 

This  event  will  be  a  “big”  tor  the  city  of 
Lincoln,  a  relatively  small  city  of  ap¬ 
proximately  175,000  people.  The  South 
Central  Jurisdiction  includes  the 
following  areas:  Arkansas,  Kansas, 
Louisiana,  Missouri,  Nebraska,  New 
Mexico,  Oklahoma,  and  Texas. 

Churches  with 
something  in 
common— 
guess  what 

Do  you  know  what  these  churches 
share  with  45  other  churches  in  the 
Louisiana  Conference?  Southwide,  Mon¬ 
roe;  Asbury,  Lafayette;  St.  Luke’s, 
Baton  Rouge,  Sarepta;  Broadmore, 
Baton  Rouge;  Hughes,  Baton  Rouge; 
Christ  Church,  Shreveport;  and  Thier- 
tield,  Bogalusa? 

If  your  answer  is  1,000  Club  funding  you 
are  absolutely  right.  Since  1953  53 
churches  have  been  helped  in  building 
new  churches  or  in  certain  transitional 
problems  they  have  experience. 

In  1974  a  new  plan  was  adopted  to  raise 
$20,000  per  call  instead  of  $10,000  as  in 
previous  years.  At  the  moment,  Herbert 
Moffett,  Conference  1,000  Club  director 
reports  that  the  fund  is  lagging  behind. 
He  urges  that  additional  members  be 
sought  soon  so  that  plans  to  help  several 
churches  before  June  1975  may  be 
completed. 


United  Methodist  Men  -  alive  and  thriving 


Reports  to  the  Conference  Board  of  the 
Laity  indicate  that  United  Methodist 
Men’s  groups  are  not  dead  in  Louisiana. 
Eloi  Primeaux,  chairman  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  on  United  Methodist  Men,  told 
fifty  persons  at  the  meeting  on  December 
7  in  the  First  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Pineville  that  110  churches  have  units  of 
UMM,  with  several  others  in  process  of 
organization. 

Several  districts  also  have  effective 
district  committees  on  United  Methodist 
Men  with  district  and  sub-district  ac¬ 
tivities  in  progress.  Sam  Populas, 
chairman  of  the  New  Orleans  district 


committee,  announced  the  recent 
election  of  Jay  Burns,  of  the  Luling 
church,  to  the  presidency  of  the  new 
UMM  of  the  district.  Bethany  Church, 
New  Orleans,  was  singled  out  for 
recognition  for  its  breakfast  meetings 
which  draw  an  average  of  fifty  men. 

In  keeping  with  the  determination  to 
keep  Methodist  meri  active  and 
productive,  the  Board  of  the  Laity  in  full 
session  voted  to  change  the  format  of  the 
annual  retreat  and  also  to  move  to  the 
central  part  of  the  state  for  the  1975 
retreat.  While  “for  men  only”  signs  will 
not  be  hung,  it  was  felt  by  the  entire 


board  that  the  next  conference  retreat 
should  be  for  men.  Enthusiasm  was  high 
over  the  change. 

It  was  reported  by  Herbert  Moffett  that 
the  1000  Club  memberships  are  short  of 
the  goal  that  now  asks  for  $20,000  for  each 
call. 

Tom  Matheny,  chairman  of  the  con¬ 
ference  Board  of  the  Laity,  presided  at 
the  banquet  held  at  the  Plantation 
Manor.  The  group  heard  from  several 
persons,  among  them  John  Tubb,  Dr. 
Clyde  Clark,  and  Hubert  Blanchard.  The 
speaker  for  the  banquet  was  the  Rev. 
Ralph  Cain. 


Seen  here  at  Board  of  Laity  meeting  are,  from  left.  Irvin 
Abraham,  Eloi  Primeaux,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
UMM:  and  Sam  Populas. 


Looking  over  reports  on  UMM  are.  from  left:  Herb  Moffett. 
1000  Club;  O.  W.  "Red"  Marrs,  Baton  Rouge  District;  and  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Woody  Atkinson.  Lafayette  District. 


Thomas  Todd  featured  speaker  at 
Camphor,  Baton  Rouge  homecoir 


Thomas  N.  Todd,  former  president  of 
the  Chicago  chapter  of  the  Southern 
Christian  Leadership  Conference,  was 
guest  speaker  for  the  annual 
Homecoming  Day  program  at  Camphor 
Church,  Baton  Rouge. 

Todd,  now  a  consultant  to  Operation 
Push,  spoke  on  the  program’s  theme, 
“A  Changing  World  Challenges  Chris¬ 


tianity.”  Todd  is  a  graduate  of  the 
Southern  University  Law  School  and  is  a 
former  law  professor  at  Northwestern 
University. 

The  Homecoming  festivities  at  the 
Camphor  Church  were  chaired  by 
William  E.  Moore.  The  Rev.  George 
Calvin  is  pastor. 


Membership  in  the  1,000  Club  is  $10  per 
call  with  3  calls  a  year.  Money  should  be 
given  to  the  treasurer  of  the  local  church 
and  forwarded  to  the  appropriate  district 
treasurers. 

Individuals,  United  Methodist  Men’s 
Clubs.  UMW  Units,  church  school 
classes,  churches  and  other  organiza¬ 
tions  may  join.  Conference  advance 
Special  credit  is  given  for  all  1,000  Club 
money. 

News  briefs  from 
Around  the 
Conference 

The  Sunshine  Ladies,  an  active 
auxiliary  of  UMW,  Hartzell  Church,  New 
Orleans,  invited  the  Senior  Citizens  of  the 
church  and  others  of  the  community  to  a 
ore-Thanksgiving  dinner,  immediately 
following  the  morning  worship  service 
on  November  24.  The  traditional 
Thanksgiving  dinner  was  enjoyed  by  50 
Senior  Citizens.  Mrs.  Anna  Butler  is 
president  of  the  Sunshine  Ladies ;  and  the 
Rev.  James  W.  Wilson  is  pastor. 


Dillard  holds 
Christmas  program 

The  annual  Christmas  Music  Program 
of  the  Dillard  University  Department  of 
Music  was  presented  on  December  15  in 
the  Lawless  Memorial  Chapel. 

Excerpts  from  Handel’s  “Messiah” 
were  sung.  Dillard’s  symphonic  choir, 
concert  band,  female  choir  and  modern 
dance  group  performed  works  by 
William  Dawson,  Carlton  Young,  Gustan 
Holst,  Sammy  Nestico  and  others. 

1975  Circulation  Campaign 
January  19  -  February  14. 1975 
Goal:  12,000  Subscriptions 


Mrs.  Yvonne  Wilson,  author  of 
“SIFTED  GOLD,”  was  speaker  at  the 
evening  service  of  First  Church,  New 
Orleans,  on  December  8.  Mrs.  Wilson’s 
story  is  about  herself  and  her  near- 
experience  with  death.  Her  story,  a 
moving  one,  is  a  testament  to  the  living 
God,  and  is  the  result  of  her  promise  to 
God  to  use  her  long  suffering  to  its  best 
advantage.  Many  readers  of  this 
beautiful  book  were  moved  by  her  wit¬ 
ness. 


Barbette  Tohline,  Texas  Christian 
University  senior  from  Jonesboro,  is  one 
of  two  persons  awarded  1974-75 
scholarships  by  the  Texas  Dietetic 
Association.  Miss  Tohline  will  complete 
her  degree  with  a  major  in  nutrition  in 
December.  She  is  the  daughter  of  the 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  D.  W.  Tohline,  of 
Jonesboro.  She  was  graduated  from  the 
Vivian  High  School.  Since  entering  TCU, 
she  has  been  soloist  for  Fort  Worth’s 
Matthews  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church. 


Pictured  at  Homecoming  festivities.  Camphor  Church,  are,  left  to  right:  George 
Calvin,  pastor;  Dr.  William  E.  Moore,  program  chairman;  Thomas  N.  Todd,  guest 
speaker;  Dr.  James  Fortenberry,  committee  member;  Earl  Taylor,  guest  soloist; 
and  Dr.  Prince  Armstrong,  committee  member. 


Conference  Treasurer’ 

s  report 

[As  of  November  30,  1974] 

FUND 

ANNUAL 

PAID-TO- 

% 

APPORTIONMENT 

DATE 

Dist.  Supt.  Fund 

$195,001.00 

$159,281.74 

82 

Episcopal  Fund 

40,001.00 

33,764.70 

84 

Claimants  (Pensions) 

534,993.00 

448,381.60 

84 

Minimum  Salary  Fund 

7,994.00 

6,558.05 

82 

Black  College  Fund 

80,497.00 

41,223.86 

51 

World  Service 

445,212.00 

307.270.11 

69 

Gen.  Administration 

20,004.00 

14,087.79 

70 

Jurisdictional  Adm. 

7,994.00 

5,770.96 

72 

La.  Annual  Conf.  Admn. 

149,995.00 

104,363.45 

69 

Interdenominational 

13,493.00 

5,077.14 

38 

Interchurch  Conference 

13,225.00 

5,541.33 

42 

Temp.  Gen.  Aid  Fund 

23,003.00 

15,052.81 

65 

S.C.J.  Ministerial  Ed. 

97,986.00 

54,110.03 

55 

Centenary  College 

199,998.00 

101.099.97 

51 
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Therefore,  if  anyone  is  in  Christ  he  is  a  new 
The  old  has  passed  away, 

Behold,  the  new  has  come. 

All  this  is  done  by  God,  who  through  Christ 
Changed  us  from  enemies  into  His  friends, 
and  gave  us  the  task 
Of  making  others  His  friends  also. 

—  II  Corinthians  5:  18 
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Here  I  Stand 


Hope  is  not  behind  but  ahead 


By  TED  RICHARDSON 

The  future  looks  grim,  Some  are  so 
frightened  by  it  that  they  look  backward, 
for  there  is  little  fear  in  the  past.  It  is  the 
future  that  frightens. 

Plum  Run,  Kentucky  is  a  new  “old” 
town  under  construction  at  a  cost  of  200 
million  dollars.  The  appeal  is  to  a 
recovery  of  the  past.  Every  building  in 
Plum  Run  will  be  an  exact  duplicate  of 
the  period  in  the  1830’s.  Store  fronts  will 
look  like  silos.  The  whole  idea  is  being 
sold  to  urbanites  frustrated  by  the  rat- 
race  of  modern  society  with  the  enticing 
possibility  that  to  live  in  Plum  Run  would 
be  like  making  “today  seem  more  like 
yesterday." 

My  mama  fixed  Thanksgiving  dinner 
for  us  a  few  weeks  back  just  like  she  did 
forty  years  ago.  My  hometown  has 
changed,  but  there  are  still  familiar  spots 
that  stir  pleasant  memories.  Some  of 
these  past-happenings  raise  my  nostalgia 
momentarily  to  wish  “today  was  more 
like  yesterday,”  but  not  for  long. 

NV'e  don’t  really  want  to  go  back 

My  yesterday  updated  would  wipe  out 
a  lot  of  gains  made  by  the  human  race. 
Racism  would  come  back  to  put 
“darkies"  back  in  the  alley  shantys  or 
over  in  the  “flats,”  near  the  oil  mill.  It 
would  make  it  possible  again  for  a 
foreman  on  our  ranch  to  kill  a  Negro  in 
cold-blood  because  he  sassed  him.  It 
would  put  blacks  back  as  second-class 
citizens  with  old  signs  popping  up  like, 

IjPllprs  to  thp  Editor 


“Black  man  don't  let  the  sun  go  down  on 
you  in  our  town,"  or  "We  claim  the  right 
to  refuse  service  to  anyone."  The  future 
may  be  bleak,  but  I’m  not  for  “today 
becoming  more  like  yesterday." 

The  depression  hit  about  the  time  I 
knew  what  a  dollar  was  and  what  it  was 
like  to  be  aware  of  more  than  my  own 
hometown,  I  worked  12  hours  a  day,  7 
days  a  week  for  $1  per  day  and  was  glad 
to  get  it.  Our  banker  neighbor  had  to  have 
a  body  guard  when  the  banks  closed. 
People  lost  what  they  had  for  there  was 
no  FDIC.  Proud  men  worked  on  the  WPA 
while  others  had  to  take  charity  or 
starve.  I  saw  cattle  shot  and  crops 
plowed  under,  5c  cotton  and  25c  wheat. 
Our  economy  was  depressed  and  the 
nation  responded  with  wild  hope  to  FDR 
and  his  first  100  days,  and  the  blue  eagle 
of  the  NRA,  which  promised  $14.00  a 
week,  looked  like  an  angel.  To  go  back 
would  be  to  do  away  with  Social  Security, 
pensions,  retirement  homes,  nursing 
homes,  health  insurance,  safe  banks, 
unemployment  insurance,  job  safety, 
etc.  When  they  talk  of  the  recession  of 
1974,  I  remember  1932.  You  can  have 
Plum  Run  and  the  nostalgic  throwback 
that  wouid  “make  today  seem  more  like 
yesterday.” 

Earl  Butz  may  not  be  the  best 
Secretary  of  Agriculture,  but  he  was 
unfairly  criticized  concerning  his 
statement  about  the  Pope  when  a  group 
was  talking  about  world  population,  food 
resources  and  birth  control.  The  story 


has  to  do  with  the  Italian  mother 
who  was  told  that  when  she  used  birth 
control,  she  was  disobeying  the  Pope. 
“He's  -  a  no  play  a  da  game.  He's  no 
make  -  a  da  rules."  The  issue  —  whether 
funny  or  critical  —  is  the  misery  caused 
by  the  increased  number  of  people  who 
will  starve.  The  hierarchy  of  the  Roman 
Church  are  more  to  be  faulted  than  Butz 
by  their  stubborn  refusal  to  deal  with  the 
problems  of  population  increase. 

Clinging  to  the  past  invites 
disaster 

The  church  —  in  many  ways  —  invites 
its  own  demise  as  it  holds  to  outmoded 
practices.  The  Episcopalian  bishops  who 
refuse  to  face  the  issue  of  women  clergy  ; 
the  wide-open  split  of  the  Missouri  Synod 
Lutherans  centering  at  Concordia 
Seminary  over  19th  century  views  of  the 
Bible;  the  Methodists  pouring  millions 
into  losing  causes  like  Alaska  Methodist 
University.  Talk  about  the  realtors 
creating  a  place  that  would  “make  today 
seem  more  like  yesterday"  so  the  church 
is  doing  it  all  the  time. 

The  church  has  suffered  a  slow  decline 
since  about  1960.  Our  church  schools 
have  plunged  down  faster  than  Wall 
Street  stocks.  The  “golden"  era  of  the 
50' s  turned  into  the  “active”  era  of  the 
60’s.  The  church  got  out-of-doors  from 
refreshment  to  labor  in  the  wide  arena  of 
social  issues.  Many  people  defected 
during  that  period,  some  because  they 
didn’t  think  the  church  should  be  in- 


Contemporary  preaching  challenged 
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Christ  will  come  to  Christmas 
when  Christians  take  Him  there 


A  lot  has  been  written  and  said  about 
what  is  wrong  with  Christmas. 

In  fact,  it  is  predictable  that  each  year 
preachers,  editorial  writers,  and  others 
will  drag  out  the  same  complaints  about 
Christmas  and  display  them  like  tree 
decorations  in  all  their  troublesome 
glory. 

There  are  some  points  that  persistently 
seem  to  pop  up  in  these  complaints: 

1.  “Christmas  is  over-commercial¬ 
ized."  Christmas  has  in  many  ways 
become  something  to  buy  and  sell. 
“Where  is  your  Christmas?"  some  of  us 
even  ask  others,  thereby  unconsciously 
admitting  that  Christmas  is  something 
we  buy  for  someone  or  someone  buys  for 
us. 

2.  “Santa  Claus  has  gotten  out  of 
hand.”  What  was  once  a  cute  little 
children’s  myth  about  a  saintly  old  man 
from  the  North  Pole  has  turned  into  a 
curse  for  our  children,  teaching  them 
greed  and  materialism. 

3.  “The  religious  meaning  of  Christ¬ 
mas  has  been  lost."  The  role  we  have 
allotted  Christ  in  the  celebration  of 
Christmas  has  become  so  minor  that  it 
approaches  blasphemy.  Some  persons 
even  suggest  that  the  situation  is  so  bad 
that  the  only  way  we  can  put  Christ  back 
into  Christmas  is  to  change  the  date  on 
which  the  Christian  world  celebrates  the 
birth  of  Jesus  and  leave  December  25  to 
the  secular  world  to  do  with  as  it  pleases. 

These  complaints  are  uttered  so 
frequently  and  convincingly  that  it  is 
tempting,  when  confronted  with  them 
year  after  year,  to  give  up  on  the  whole 
Christmas  celebration.  It  is  equally 
tempting  for  us,  as  Christians,  to  say 
“those  people"  have  taken  the  birthday 
of  our  Lord  and  Savior  and  perverted  it 
beyond  recognition  or  recovery. 

While  acknowledging  the  substantial 
validity  of  these  complaints,  we  propose 
a  hard  look  at  ourselves  rather  than 
focusing  only  on  “those  people."  Where 
does  the  Christian  world  have  such  a  rare 


opportunity  to  come  to  the  market  place 
with  its  faith  as  during  the  Christmas 
season?  If  more  of  the  secular  world  rubs 
off  on  Christianity  than  vice  versa,  then 
what  does  that  say  for  Christians? 

The  fact  is,  many  of  “those  people" 
who  have  been  selling  Christmas  down 
the  drain  are  Christians.  Who  is 
responsible  for  bringing  Christ  to 
Christmas  but  Christians?  Do  we  expect 
Christ  to  come  in  Santa  Claus'  sleigh? 

No!  If  Christ  is  not  in  Christmas,  it  is 
because  we  Christians  have  not  worked 
hard  enough  to  put  Him  there.  It  will  do 
us  no  good  to  kill  Santa  Claus  or  move 
Christmas  to  July. 

Christ  will  come  to  Christmas  when 
Christians  put  Him  there. 


To  the  Editor: 

Of  all  the  “gaps”  we  read  about,  in¬ 
cluding  the  generation  gap  and  the 
credibility  gap,  there  is  none  more  subtle 
or  generally  unnoted  than  the  one  which 
exists  in  the  typical  “mainline"  church 
and  perhaps  especially  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  And  that  is  the  gap 
between  the  pew  and  the  pulpit  in 
relation  to  the  central  issues  of  the 
Christian  faith. 

Recently  we  have  visited  about  among 
churches,  Methodist  and  others,  and  are 
startled  not  only  by  the  quality  of 
preaching  but  also  the  theological 
double-think  so  much  preaching  reveals. 
I  have  the  strong  feeling  that  much  of  the 
time  the  person  in  the  pew  has  little  idea 
what  the  person  in  the  pulpit  is  trying  to 
say  and  least  of  all  what  he  thinks. 

There  is  an  issue  of  both  intellectual 
and  moral  integrity  involved  here.  If  a 
preacher  does  not  believe  in  God  in 
personal  terms,  thinks  of  Jesus  Christ  as 
simply  “the  best  example  of  what  man 


“And  say  hello  to  Jesus  for  me!" 
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The  green  station  wagon 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

It  was  Christmas,  and  the  green  station 
wagon  was  here  again. 

Behind  the  curtains,  through  a  crack 
in  the  blinds,  Billy  could  see  the  people 
stepping  out  of  the  car  into  the  fresh- 
fallen  snow. 

“Why  do  they  always  have  to  come  at 
Christmas?"  he  thought.  “Who  asked 
them?” 

Christmas  was  bad  enough  just  being  a 
bore.  Why  did  it  also  have  to  hurt?  He 
had  already  put  up  with  a  lot  at  school,  he 
thought;  why  did  it  have  to  follow  him 
home? 

His  mind  went  back  to  the  day  at  school 
just  before  Christmas  vacation.  The 
children  were  so  excited  and  they 
chattered  on  about  Johnny  Wonder 
Racing  Sets  and  new  bicycles  and  all  that 
Santa  Claus  would  bring  them  because 
they  had  been  so  good.  Their  Christmas 
joys  hardly  fit  in  with  the  candy  cane  he 
might  get  or  the  new  socks  he  was  sure  to 
receive. 

At  eleven  years  old  he  was  about  two 
years  beyond  any  belief  in  some 
mysterious  North  Pole  justice  for 
whatever  good  he  had  done  in  the  past 
year.  That  was  for  little  kids  who  didn’t 
know  his  reward  would  always  be  socks 
while  the  rewards  of  others  would  always 
be  bicycles. 

He  could  see  the  people  from  the  green 
station  wagon  now  coming  up  the  front 
walk.  They  were  the  same  ones  as  last 
year.  There  was  the  man  in  the  beige 
overcoat  and  the  two  teenage  boys. 
“Don’t  they  look  proud,”  he  thought.  “I 
sure  us'  -  to  act  dumb  when  they  came.” 

He  remembered  the  way  he  used  to  feel 
about  the  green  station  wagon  when  he 


was  younger.  He  used  to  be  so  excited 
that  he  would  wait  all  day  at  the  window 
for  some  glimpse  of  it.  But  that  was 
before  he  started  to  school.  That  was 
back  before  he  realized  why  they  were 
coming.  It  was  easy  to  be  happy  then. 

They  were  on  the  porch  now.  The  taller 
of  the  two  teenagers  was  carrying  the 
box. 

“I  wonder  if  all  the  cans  in  it  are  all 
dented  this  year,"  Johnny  thought.  Some 
of  the  tin  cans  last  year  hadn’t  even  had 
labels.  In  a  way,  that  was  fun  —  guessing 
what  was  in  the  cans  —  at  least  it  was  fun 
for  little  brother.  Johnny  had  a  hard  time 
playing  that  game. 

“I  won’t  come  out,”  he  thought,  as  he 
heard  the  knock  on  the  front  door. 
“They’ll  not  look  at  me  and  feel  like  big 
shots  again.  Let  mother  take  the  food. 
Let  her  eat  it  too." 

The  door  was  open  now  and  someone 
was  saying  “We’re  from  the  St.  John’s 
United  Methodist  Church.  Merry 
Christmas." 

Johnny  didn’t  look,  but  his  mind  saw 
faces  as  the  time  passed  when  he  knew 
his  mother  had  accepted  the  food  basket. 
His  little  brother  squealed  and  he  heard 
his  mother  say  “thank  you." 

“God  bless  you,”  said  the  voice  of  the 
man  at  the  door.  Johnny  began  to  cry. 

“Don’t  they  know,”  he  thought,  “a  gift 
has  to  come  from  a  friend.  That  the  food 
in  the  ‘Christmas  basket’  is  their  present, 
not  mine." 

It  would  be  a  long  time  before  Johnny 
would  come  out  from  behind  the  curtains. 
It  would  be  years  before  he  would  learn 
to  forgive  the  people.  Yet  he  would  never 
forget  the  green  station  wagon  that  only 
came  at  Christmas. 


should  be,”  and  is  convinced  that  life 
after  death  is  an  illusion,  that  is  his  right. 
But  it  is  not  honest  for  him  to  continue 
rroccupying  a  Christian  pulpit  without 
being  quite  sure  the  people  who  listen  to 
his  preaching  realize  he  has  denied  in  his 
own  mind  the  basic  Christian  articles  of 
faith.  It  is  possible  to  use  traditional 
words  while  denying  what  they  have 
traditionally  meant. 

It  is  inconceivable  that  the  Christian 
faith  would  ever  have  come  into  being  or 
that  the  church,  as  a  consequence  might 
have  arisen,  on  a  basis  so  flimsy  as  that 
which  much  present  preaching  implies 
by  its  evasions  and  its  equivocations. 

There  is  much  here  to  explain  why  our 
churches  are  losing  ground  and  the  so- 
called  conservative  churches  are 
gaining.  This  is  not  a  call  to  return  to  a 
fundamentalism  which  has  never 
characterized  Methodism.  Nor  is  it  a  call 
for  the  adoption  of  a  rigid  creedal  stance. 
It  is  a  call  to  basic  honesty,  to  an  honest 
facing  of  the  great  gospel  truths,  and  to 
clarity  of  presentation. 

An  Ethical  Culture  Society  has  its 
place  and  it  is  a  worthy  one.  A  class  in  the 
application  of  the  values  of  psychology  is 
a  worthy  thing  and  can  make  a  real 
contribution.  Social  action  projects  are 
proper  and  may  often  be  the  fruit  of 
Christian  conscience  and  life.  But  in 
being  “all  things  to  all  men"  the 
Christian  church,  even  in  our  time,  needs 
to  say  as  clearly  as  it  can  what  its  central 
convictions  are. 

The  preacher  who  has  nothing  to  say 
should  not  try  to  say  anything.  What  is 
worse  is  he  should  not  try  to  sound  as  if  he 
has  a  message  on  his  lips  when  he  has 
long  since  lost  any  saving  message  from 
his  heart. 

Carl  M.  Davidson 
Denver,  Colorado 

School  books  should  not 
be  offensive  to  majority 
To  the  Editor: 

An  institution  to  survive  must  enjoy 
popular  support.  Therefore,  we  deplore 
the  crisis  over  textbooks  in  Kanawha 
County,  West  Virginia  because  it  has 
polarized  the  community  in  its  attitude 
toward  the  public  schools  (TM/  UMR, 
October  11). 

The  rights  of  parents  to  oversee 
generally  what  their  children  are  taught, 
and  the  professional  responsibility  of 
educators  to  determine  the  choice  of  best 
methods  in  teaching  those  children,  may 
not  always  be  compatible.  But  we  believe 
conflicts  that  may  arise  must  be 
minimized  so  that  the  broadest  possible 
support  is  available  to  what  is  a  vitally 
significant  American  institution. 

As  Christians,  we  also  believe  that  the 
religious  sensibilities  of  citizens  must  be 
respected  in  a  democratic  institution  like 
the  public  schools. 

The  sensibilities  of  citizens  who  are 
members  of  no  particular  racial  or  ethnic 
group  —  and  who  may,  in  fact,  represent 
a  majority  of  the  community  —  are  no 
less  worthy  of  consideration,  than  is  due 
minority  group  members. 

We  believe  that  public  school  materials 


should  be  designed  so  as  not  to  be  of¬ 
fensive  in  a  racial,  cultural,  ethnic  or 
religious  sense. 

Surely  in  a  society  built  on  democratic 
consensus,  this  is  not  too  much  to  expect. 

United  Methodist  Women 
Murray  Hill  UMC 
Jacksonville,  Florida 

The  Spirit  replaces 

criticism  with  love 
To  the  Editor: 

I  would  like  to  say  a  word  about  the 
Holy  Spirit,  and  the  gifts  of  the  Spirit. 

The  discerning  of  spirits  is  not  the 
power  to  discover  faults  in  others.  Not 
one  of  us  requires  the  Holy  Spirit  to  en¬ 
dow  us  with  the  gift  of  criticism  and  fault¬ 
finding. 

We  are  all  richly  endowed  with  this 
particular  gift  because  of  our  fallen 
nature.  The  word  of  God  forbids  the  use 
of  such.  “Judge  not  that  ye  be  not 
judged."  (Matt.  7:1) 

The  purpose  of  the  Holy  Spirit  is  to 
destroy  this  gift  of  criticism,  replacing  it 
with  the  gift  of  love.  Spiritual  gifts  are 
not  necessary  to  uncover  human  failings, 
but  a  great  deal  of  Christian  love  is 
needed  to  cover  them. 

John  R.  Churchwell 
Hardin,  Kentucky 


Ted  Richardson 


volved  in  social  and  political  matters. 
Others  because  they  thought  the  church 
an  impotent  and  timid  force  with  no  real 
heart  for  the  struggle.  There  are  those 
who  account  for  our  drop  in  attendance  to 
over  activity  in  outdoor  causes.  But,  it  is 
more  likely  that  the  church  has  been 
dismissed  by  many,  not  because  it  did  too 
much,  but  because  it  did  too  little.  The 
church  of  1975  had  best  measure  the 
challenge  and  understand  that  when 
Jesus  talked  about  bearing  a  cross.  He 
meant  suffering  and  He  meant  forward. 

The  church  exists  by-mission 

It  was  Emil  Brunner  who  said,  “the 
church  exists  by  mission  as  fire  exists  by 
burning,"  I  believe  it.  Any  church  that 
wants  to  be  a  part  of  the  solution  of  the 
problems  facing  the  world  in  1975,  had 
best  review  the  meaning  of  Mission. 

The  church  is  called  to  be  a  witness  to 
God’s  redemptive  power  and  an  agent  of 
His  reconciling  purpose  in  the  world.  The 
church  is  called  to  Mission  through 
worship,  and  how  powerful  is  that 
mission  in  the  season  of  Advent  as  it  puts 
us  on  tiptoe  in  expectation  and  raises  the 
decibels  of  our  joy  as  we  pass  through  the 
experience  of  Christmas  The  church  is 
called  to  be  a  haven,  a  sanctuary  for 
those  battered  by  the  times;  teenagers 
trying  to  deal  with  themselves  in  our 
ambivalent  period;  parents  trying  to 
figure  out  how  to  cope;  people  scared, 
frightened;  people  rejected,  unloved  — 
oh  there  is  so  much  need  for  a  place  to  go 
and  know  somebody  cares,  somebody 
loves. 

The  church  is  called  to  involvement. 
There  is  just  no  way  the  church  can  go 
backward  to  “make  today  seem  more 
like  yesterday.”  The  neat  white  church  of 
other  days  will  not  see  us  through.  The 
church  led  by  balanced  people,  con¬ 
servative  enough  to  bring  along  lessons 
from  the  past,  and  liberal  enough  to  dare 
to  live  in  the  20th  Century  —  is  the  kind  of 
church  that  can  lead  us  forward  to  the 
displacement  of  the  Kingdoms  of  this 
world  to  the  Kingdoms  of  our  God. 

The  church  is  called  to  serious  business 
in  1975  —  let  it  say  with  Saint  Paul, 
“considering  the  past,  yet  I  press  on 
toward  the  work  of  the  high  calling  of 
God  in  Jesus  Christ.” 

“ Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM-UMR  readers  may  express 
their  concerns  and  opinions  about  the 
church.  This  week’s  contributor,  Dr.  Ted 
Richardson,  is  superintendent  of  the  San 
Antonio  District,  Southwest  Texas  Con¬ 
ference,  and  chairman  of  TM-UMR’s 
governing  board. 


-ACk  riiltnai  j-^rc 


rciyer 
By  SUZANNE  M.  PELTON 
Star  of  Bethlehem, 

You,  who  lighted  the  sky  that  night, 
Shine  again  this  Christmas  day 
In  the  hearts  of  men  everywhere. 

Christ  Child  of  humble  birth 
Savior  in  a  manger  small, 

Smile  again  in  each  newborn  babe 
Keeping  Christmas  with  us  each 
day. 

Child  in  the  temple  seeking  God 
Questing  and  searching  with  learned 
men, 

Sing  out  through  the  voices  of 
children  today 

High  in  the  choir  loft  singing  ‘Glory 
to  God.’ 

Teacher  by  the  Sea  of  Galilee 
Calling  men  to  God, 

Speak  again  this  Christmas  day 
In  city  and  town  around  the  world. 

Christ  arisen,  God  with  us. 
Celebrating  your  birth  anew 
Today,  tomorrow  and  forevermore 
The  love  of  God  at  Christmas. 


On  the  TM/UMR  Beat 

Are  Christmas  externals 
peripheral  or  important? 


Spurgeon  Dunnam 


Do  you  ever  feel  conflicting  emotions 
which  seem  to  defy  rational  resolution? 

I  do,  particularly  regarding  those 
things  which  go  into  creating  “Christmas 
spirit." 

Last  year  —  because  of  the  energy 
crisis  —  most  of  the  decorative  lights  in 
our  cities  were  turned  off  at  night.  Most 
families,  including  ours,  decided  to 
forego  outdoor  Christmas  lighting  to 
conserve  energy. 

These  seemed  like  correct  courses  of 
action  to  take  under  the  circumstances. 
Yet  I  cannot  recall  a  Christmas  season 
that  seemed  more  drab  and  somber  than 
1973.  Instead  of  driving  around  at  night 
amid  the  splendor  of  many  lights,  we 
drove  around  in  darkness.  No  matter  how 
“right”  it  seemed  for  the  lights  to  be  out, 
my  Christmas  spirit  was  diminished. 

Although  we  still  face  an  energy 
crunch  this  year,  many  of  the  lights  are 
being  left  on.  We  didn’t  erect  outdoor 
lighting  display  this  year,  but  many 
families  did.  Driving  down  the  streets  of 
the  city  at  night,  I  feel  more  Christmas 
spirit  this  year  than  when  everyone  was 
saving  energy! 

My  mincf  says:  "You  know  the  real 
meaning  of  Christmas!  External  things 
like  lights  shouldn’t  have  any  bearing  on 
your  Christmas  spirit."  My  emotions  say 
they  do. 


Christmas  cards  are  another  external 
which  has  me  perplexed. 

I  like  to  send  Christmas  cards.  An 
investment  of  time  and  effort  is  required 
to  send  them.  But  they  provide  a  means 
of  conveying  one’s  faith  and  of  saying  to 
many  friends  and  acquaintances:  “I’m 
thinking  of  you  in  a  personal  way." 

As  some  have  pointed  out,  Christmas 
cards  involve  more  than  time  and  effort: 
they  cost  a  lot  of  money.  How  can  one 
justify  maintaining  such  an  extravagant 
custom  when  there  is  so  much  hunger 
and  suffering  in  the  world  which  our 
dollars,  and  those  of  others,  could  help 
alleviate? 

Every  year,  more  of  my  friends  kick 
the  Christmas  card  habit  and  spend  their 
Christmas  card  money  otherwise. 

Every  year,  I  am  torn  between  con¬ 
tinuing  this  pleasure-producing  tradition, 
which  my  mind  says  is  selfish,  and 
“kicking  the  habit"  in  favor  of  some 
potentially  more  worthy  cause. 

This  year,  it’s  mid-December  and  I  still 
haven’t  decided  whether  or  not  to  send 
Christmas  cards. 

I  really  can’t  even  decide  how  to  decide 
when  external  symbols  of  Christmas  are 
peripheral  and  selfish,  and  when  they  are 
justifiably  important. 

Can  anyone  tell  me  how  to  get  my  mind 
and  my  emotions  together? 

-SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 


The 


AN  INSERT  INTO  THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 

■  1 


Louisiana 


! 


United  1W" 


VOLUME  3  M  M  BE IU 


DECEMBER  20.  I!»7I 


Circulation 

Campaign 


January  19- 


The  Lafayette  District  United  Methodist  Youth  Fellowship  held  a  workshop  in 
Franklin,  and  nine  churches  were  represented.  Heading  the  list  of  interests  was 
discussion  on  the  Youth  Service  Fund.  The  District  Group  are  shown  here. 


Two  new  staff  members  have  been 
added  at  First  Church,  West  Monroe.  The 
Rev.  Falcon  L.  Hearne  is  an  associate 
pastor,  and  Scott  Fontenot  is  now  serving 
as  full  time  youth  director.  Pastor  Robert 
L.  Peyton  reports  that  the  activities  of 
the  church  have  been  “.  .  .  significantly 
strengthened  by  the  services  of  these  two 
men.” 


Bayou  Chicot  holds  colorful  Thanksgiving 


The  Bayou  Chicot  Church  held  their 
annual  Thanksgiving  service  and  supper 
on  November  22,  and  it  was  an  “all¬ 
church”  family  gathering. 

The  sanctuary  was  decorated  with 
boughs  and  colored  leaves,  and  the 
communion  table  held  a  cornucopia  with 


fruits;  on  the  altar  rail  were  vegetables 
and  fruits,  with  other  seasonal  produce  in 
front  of  the  table. 

The  Rev.  Ted  Smith,  pastor,  gave  the 
invocation,  and  church  lay  leader  Kent 
Thompson  welcomed  members.  The 
congregation  sang  Thanksgiving  songs, 


and  Church  School  pupils  participated. 
Also  on  the  program  were  the  Revs. 
Harvey  G.  Williamson,  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Alexandria,  and  Clyde  S.  Clark, 
district  superintendent. 

Guests  and  friends  from  many  neigh¬ 
boring  churches  and  towns  took  part  in 
the  Thanksgiving  celebration. 
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Young  adults  First  Street 
invited  to  Mar di  mjnjS(er  honored 
Gras  seminar 


“Do  you  suppose  they 
will  listen  to  Him?” 


St.  Mark’s  Church, 


Young  adults  from  throughout  the 
country  are  being  offered  the  opportunity 
to  take  part  in  New  Orleans’  famed  pre- 
Lenten  festival,  Mardi  Gras.  This 
seminar  is  sponsored  by  the  Section  of 
Local  Church  Education  of  the  Board  of 
Discipleship  in  Nashville  and  will  be 
hosted  by  Young  Adults  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference.  Dates  set,  according  to  the 
Nashville  office,  are  February  8-12,  1975. 

Participants  will  have  ample  op¬ 
portunity  to  take  part  in  and  view  the 
Mardi  Gras  activities,  and  there  will  also 
be  an  enriching  study  experience  with 
key  leadership  guiding  it  as  a  seminar. 

Advance  information  from  Nashville 
describes  the  seminar  as  “an  opportunity 
to  experience  the  Mardi  Gras  and  Mass 
Celebration  through  the  perspective  of  a 
sociologist,  theologian,  historian, 
psychologist  and  your  own  experience, 
and  to  discover  clues  for  celebration  in 
the  life  of  the  church.” 

The  gathering  is  planned  for  young 
adults,  ages  18-30,  married  or  single, 
from  any  part  of  the  country.  Further 
details  will  be  made  available  soon  by  the 
Board  of  Discipleship. 

Additional  information  on  the  Seminar 
may  be  obtained  by  writing  to  the  Rev. 
Clifford  E.  Kilb,  Jr.,  P.O.  Box  840,  Nash¬ 
ville,  Tenn.  37202. 

First  Church,  West  Monroe, 
adds  two  staff  members 


:•  (From  a  choral  reading,  prepared  by  Mrs.  James  L.  Adams,  presented  by  :• 
*•  ministers  and  wives  at  their  Christmas  party  in  the  Hammond  district.)  > 
•:  “Joseph,  I  don’t  mean  to  complain  or  criticize  —  how  could  I.  when  I  have  you  j; 

:•  and  the  baby?  —  but  how  can  people  be  so  cruel?  Surely  there  was  some  little  < 
•:  corner  of  the  inn  where  we  might  have  stayed,  some  tiny  spot  where  we  >: 
:•  wouldn’t  have  been  seen.  The  day  has  been  so  long  and  the  journey  so  tiring  .  '■< 

•:  I  could  never  have  made  it  without  you,  my  Joseph.  Can’t  people  see??  Can't  >; 
j:  they  look  at  another  human  being  and  tell  when  that  person  is  almost  past  g 
•:  going?  Is  this  the  way  the  world  was  meant  to  be,  Joseph  —  rushing  madly 
:•  along,  shoving  the  sick  and  helpless  to  one  side,  passing  by  without  even  a 
glance  at  someone  in  trouble,  ignoring  pleas  for  help?  I  can’t  believe  that  God 
•:  meant  for  the  world  to  be  like  this  .  .  and  yet,  yet  there  are  many  who  are  v 
:•  kind.  The  innkeeper's  wife  was  so  thoughtful  when  she  showed  us  to  this  place 
•:  and  helped  you  get  me  to  bed.  I’ll  always  remember  her  gentle  smile.  And  x 
>:  Joseph,  look  at  our  son  here.  Do  you  remember  what  the  angel  told  me  all  those  * 
months  ago?  He  will  be  great,  and  will  be  called  the  Son  of  the  Most  High 
v  and  of  His  Kingdom  there  will  be  no  end  .  .  .  Joseph,  our  son  will  be  great ! !  God  £ 
i;  has  promised  it.  And  perhaps  ...  perhaps  ....  He  will  teach  men  how  to  be 
kind  and  loving  and  considerate  of  one  another  ....  what  being  a  neighbor  >; 
really  means  ....  But,  oh  Joseph,  do  you  suppose  they  will  listen  to  Him?"  $ 
j:  (Readers:  John  M.  Lee,  Dale  Lyons.  Spiller  Milton.  David  Corley,  Larry  >; 

!•  Stafford,  Beverly  Bond,  Louis  Streams,  Joe  McClain,  James  Adams,  Bill  * 
Fraser,  and  Mrs.  Bill  Fraser.)  X 


“Rocking  ”  for  funds 


Members  of  the  Cherub  Choir,  Port  Barre  Church,  are  shown  here,  following  a 
performance,  in  which  their  featured  song  was  “He’s  Got  the  Whole  Wqrld  in  His 
Hands.”  Left  to  right,  are:  Mrs.  Alice  Guyre:  Eddie  Guillory;  Todd  Grimmett: 
Carroll  Higdon;  Dwayne  Higdon;  Randall  Scott;  Cary  Higdon:  Mrs.  Madelyn 
Savage,  leader  of  the  choir;  Tammy  Grimmett;  Brian  Guyre;  Melina  Savage; 
Donna  Shepard;  Monica  Savage;  Judy  Guyre;  and  Mrs.  Marie  Higdon.  The  Rev. 
John  Guyre  is  pastor  of  the  church. 


February  14 
1975 


Southside  Church,  Monroe,  holds 


back  row,  from  left:  the  Revs.  William  Eubanks.  Clyde  S. 
Clark,  and  Harvey  G.  Williamson. 


Some  of  the  children  of  the  Bayou  Chicot  Church,  who  sang 
‘American  the  Beautiful "  for  the  Thanksgiving  service.  • 


Alexandria,  holds  workshop 


The  Rev.  Dr.  Robert  F.  Harrington  [right  of  sign]  Executive  Director  of  the 
Louisiana  Church  Conference,  was  a  delegate  from  the  United  Methodist  Church  to 
the  12th  Plenary  of  the  nine-denomination  Consultation  on  Church  Union.  The 
meeting  was  held  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 


Abraham  E.  Davis 

The  Rev.  Abraham  E.  Davis,  pastor  of 
First  Street  Church,  New  Orleans, 
recently  was  presented  a  plaque  during 
worship  service  by  the  State  Conference 
President  of  the  N.A.A.C.P.  The 
Reverend  Mr.  Davis  received  the  plaque 
for  “having  rendered  diligent  and  out¬ 
standing  service  in  the  development  of  a 
better  community  for  all  citizens.” 

The  recognition  was  accorded  Mr. 
Davis  for  his  service  and  leadership  to 
the  community  for  Shreveport,  where  he 
served  as  pastor  for  more  than  11  years, 
prior  to  coming  to  the  First  Street  Church 
three  months  ago. 

The  honoree  was  among  some  15 
persons  throughout  the  state  of  Louisiana 
who  were  honored  by  the  Louisiana 
N.A.A.C.P. 


Youth  and  their  counselors  of  First 
Church,  Pineville,  presented  the 
musical,  " Come  Together ”  at  a  recent 
worship  service.  “ Come  Together”  is  a 
contemporary  Christian  witness  ex¬ 
pressed  through  music,  with  the  purpose 
of  rediscovering  the  thrill  that  swept 
First  Century  Christians  into 
evangelistic  witness. 


Some  of  the 
Franklin  UMYF 
“ rockers ”  are,  left 
to  right:  Kathy 
Peyton,  Veronica 
Robicheaux,  Cindy 
Snellgrove,  Carroll 
Tyler,  Susan  Hall 
[ arms  raised ],  Jen¬ 
nifer  Snellgrove. 
and  Laurie  Poim- 
boeuf.  C.  R.  Mc- 
Cammon  is  pastor. 


The  junior  and  senior  high  members  of  Franklin  UMYF  held  a  rocking  chair 
marathon  to  raise  money  for  their  fall  activities  and  projects.  The  youth  rocked 
from  9  A.M.  to  10  P.M.  on  a  designated  Saturday.  They  earned  almost  $300  for  their 
efforts! 


significant  children’s  church 


Children’s  Church,  for  children  of  the 
Southside  Church,  Monroe,  is  held  each 
Sunday  for  those  ages  four  years  to  ten. 
Meeting  in  the  Walker-Cloyd  Chapel,  the 
service  is  conducted  by  the  Rev.  Charles 
Stratford,  assisted  by  Mrs.  Pearl  Klein 
and  Miss  Etta  Marie  McLeland. 


Each  Sunday  the  service  includes 
hymns,  prayers,  scripture,  Bible  Stories 
and  a  short  sermon  on  the  children’s 
level.  Movies  and  film  strips  are  used  on 
appropriate  occasions.  A  study  of  the 
Church  creeds,  the  meaning  of  Christian 


giving,  the  importance  of  reverence, 
ushering  and  lighting  of  the  altar  candles 
makes  the  children’s  church  important  in 
the  lives  of  those  who  attend. 

The  Rev.  Lea  Joyner  is  pastor  of  the 
church. 


Children’s  Church  at  Southside.  On  the  Sunday  that  this  picture  was  taken,  51  were  present. 


The  Rev.  N.  P.  Perry  is  shown  leading 
the  Council  on  Ministries  Workshop  at  St. 
Mark’s,  Alexandria. 


Catching  up  with  what’s 


happening  in  the  Conference 


A  workshop  on  Council  on  Ministries 
was  held  on  November  24  at  St.  Mark’s 
Church,  Alexandria,  with  the  Rev.  N.  P. 
Perry  as  resource  person. 

Well  attended  by  members  of  the 
congregation,  the  group  heard  the 
Reverend  Mr.  Perry  lecture,  and  af¬ 
terwards  broke  into  small  groups  for 
each  work  area.  Chairpersons  of  the 
work  areas  were  in  charge  of  the  group 
discussions. 

Mr.  Perry  worked  individually  with  the 
groups.  A  fellowship  hour  followed  the 
work  sessions. 


Among  those  from  Louisiana  attending  a  meeting  of  the  National  Association  of 
United  Methodist  Foundations  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  and  shown  in  this  photograph,  are: 
Dr.  R.  Leonard  Cooke;  W.  Ralph  Cain;  and  Clyde  S.  Clark.  The  three  Louisiana 
Conference  representatives  participated  in  the  two-day  meeting  at  the  request  of 
Bishop  Crutchfield. 


The  Louisiana  Conference  is  a  busy 
conference!  Each  mail  to  the  Provost’s 
and/  or  Bishop’s  office  brings  news  of 
some  event  or  celebration  or  continuing 
activity  among  members  of  our  church¬ 
es.  Each  is  important,  and  each 
deserves  space  in  this  newspaper. 
Unhappily,  we  fcannot  always  give  the 
space  that  you  —  or  we  —  would  like. 

Many  factors  are  involved  in  getting 
out  a  weekly  paper.  Not  the  least  of  these 
is  the  deadline.  Equally  important  is 
making  everything  “fit.”  Also,  equally 
important,  we  strive  to  be  impartial  in 
our  reporting  and  in  giving  space  to  as 


many  groups,  interests,  people,  churches 
as  we  possibly  can.  Sometimes  we  have 
to  “pull”  copy;  other  times,  we  have  to 
“cut”  copy.  There  are  even  times  when 
we  have  to  leave  out  something  really 
urgent.  But  whatever  we  do,  we  honestly 
do  our  best  to  make  this  your  newspaper 
—  which,  after  all,  it  is. 

This  week,  we  are  running  an  extra 
page.  We  still  haven’t  caught  up.  And 
maybe  that  is  good  —  too  much  is  far 
better  than  too  little.  And  if  you  have  not 
seen  your  story  here,  don’t  “give  up.”  We 
will  make  it  all  fit  one  day. 

—  The  Editors 


Shown  here  are  the  Youth  Group  of  Holley  Springs  Church,  photographed  after 
their  presentation  of  a  new  piano  [not  shown]  to  the  church.  The  piano  was  pur¬ 
chased  by  the  group.  First  row.  from  left:  Richard  Dupree;  Monica  Rawls;  Jim 
Knotts;  Tina  Harris;  Terry  Harris;  Second  row:  Randy  Dupree,  Jerry  Harris, 
Dorothy  Harris,  Mary  Lawrence.  Delilah  Rawls,  Rhonda  Harris,  David  Loftin,  Lynn 
Knotts.  Third  row:  Mrs.  Dora  Lubujewski;  Cindy  Knotts;  Rosie  Lawrence;  Mrs. 
Fredna  Reeves :  Jamie  Lawrence;  Fletcher  Rawls;  Christi  Knotts:  Mrs.  Barbara 
Dupree;  and  Mrs.  Helon  Norris. 
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From  The  Superintendent 

Christmas  1974 

At  this  time  the  Methodist  Children’s  Home  is  caught  up  in  a  spirit  of  an¬ 
ticipation.  The  silhouettes  of  pumpkins,  pilgrims  and  turkeys  recently  seen 
decorating  our  windows  are  yielding  to  holly  leaves,  bells,  and  mistletoe.  Sprigs 
of  evergreen,  advent  candles,  and  bright  red  ribbons  are  showing  up  on  desks 
and  in  doorways. 

The  children  in  our  seven  houses  have  been  busy  making  ceramic  figurines, 
Christmas  cards  and  various  other  Christmas  crafts.  Houseparents  are 
wrapping  gifts  and  placing  these  under  Christmas  trees  the  children  have 
recently  decorated.  Parties  are  scheduled  and  the  children  are  excited  over  the 
prospect  of  being  out  of  school  for  two  weeks.  Once  again  it  is  possible  for  many 
young  people  to  enjoy  the  Christmas  season. 

We  are  reminded,  as  the  Christmas  season  nears,  of  the  greatness  of  God’s 
love  in  giving  us  His  Son.  Helping  children  and  families  issues  from  this  same 
1  love.  For  over  sixty-eight  years  the  Methodist  Children’s  Home  has  been  the 
'channel  through  which  countless  numbers  of  concerned  Methodists  have 
provided  for  the  needs  of  thousands  of  children.  Gratitude  on  behalf  of  those 
who  are  helped  and  those  of  us  who  serve  is  warm  and  sincere. 

I  would  like  to  issue  an  invitation  for  you  to  continue,  or  join,  in  the  support  of 
the  Home’s  work.  You  will  find  a  special  form  in  this  publication  for  use  in 
making  a  contribution.  Our  services  are  made  possible  only  through  your 
sharing.  Furthermore,  you  will  have  the  satisfaction  of  expressing  your  love  in 
the  spirit  of  His  great  Gift.  Please  accept  our  thanks.  May  the  true  joy  and 
happiness  of  the  Christmas  Spirit  and  Christmas  Season  be  yours  this  year. 

Wondering  what  to  Give  This  Christmas? 

This  may  help  to  answer  your  question.  Your  Christmas  contribution  will  bring 
the  happiest  of  holiday  seasons  to  all  the  children  and  youth  of  the  Methodist 
Children's  Home. 

Below  is  a  contribution  blank  which  may  be 
filled  out  and  enclosed  with  your  check  or 
money  order.  All  contributions  should  be 
mailed  to: 

Methodist  Children's  Home 
P.  O.  Drawer  H 
Ruston,  Louisiana  71270 

1  am  happy  to  make  this  very  special  Christmas 
gift  for  the  children.  Please  accept  the  enclosed 

contribution.  Amount:  S 


Zip 


Leroy  McDaniels  was  a  starting  cornerback  on  Ruston  High  School's  defensive 
backfield  this  past  season.  Aside  from  many  outstanding  tackles,  he  intercepted  a 
pass  against  Ouachita  and  also  recovered  a  fumble  against  Jonesboro-Hodge, 
setting  up  a  touchdown  which  helped  the  Bearcats  win  their  last  game  of  the  season. 
A  sprained  ankle  kept  Leroy  from  playing  in  two  games,  but  he  was  a  definite  factor 
in  helping  Ruston  High  achieve  a  season  record  of  4  wins  and  5  losses. 


Many  friends  represented 

Home  lists  approximately  200  monitary  memorial  gifts 


Housemothers  Mrs.  Lucy  Benefield  and  Mrs.  Earline  Futrell,  Secretary  Mrs. 
Janet  Dalgre  and  Housemother  Mrs.  Metta  Hinton  all  join  In  to  get  gifts  ready  to  be 
put  under  Christmas  trees. 


In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Willard  Jeansonne,  given  by  Mrs.  Belmont  Townsend 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Ruth  B.  Zigler,  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  E.  Williams 
In  Memory  of  George  Taylor,  given  by  Mrs.  Jackie  Beauchamp 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  J.  W.  Jeansonne,  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lloyd  Newton 
In  Memory  of  H.  L.  Sanford,  given  by  Jackie  Lang 

In  Memory  of  Ruby  E.  Jeansonne,  given  by  Dr.  and  Mrs.  J.  0.  LaPrairie,  Jr. 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Brown  Ward,  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ralph  D.  McRae,  Sr. 

In  Memory  of  Lamar  E.  Hayes,  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bennie  G.  McNeill 
In  Memory  of  Hubert  D.  Fenner,  given  by  Mrs.  W.  P.  Winterrowd 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Carree  H.  Gladney,  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  M.  D.  Stodghill 
In  Memory  of  Rev.  John  Gieck,  given  by  Hosston  United  Methodist  Church 
In  Memory  of  D.  D.  Tait,  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Keith  Yeager  and  Family 
In  Memory  of  Joe  Rutherford,  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Perry 
In  Memory  of  Mary  Elaine  Cohen,  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Perry 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  R.  D.  McCaleb,  Sr.,  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  N.  L.  Ewing 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Estelle  Wunderlich,  given  by  Mrs.  R.  D.  McCaleb,  Sr. 

In  Memory  of  William  Tillotson,  given  by  Mabel  Tillotson 
In  Memory  of  James  K.  Palmer,  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  M.  E.  Camp 
In  Memory  of  Wallas  McCullen,  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jimmy  W.  Carter 
In  Memory  of  Lester  Liner,  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jimmy  W.  Carter 
In  Memory  of  E.  A.  Riley,  given  by  Judith  and  W.  D.  Ballard 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Russell  Nations,  given  by  Mrs.  T.  F.  Lee 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  George  Temple,  given  by  Mrs.  T.  F.  Lee 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Preston  P.  Gordon,  Sr.,  given  by  Larraine  F.  Gordon 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Lyman  Gladney,  given  by  Dallas  and  Sarah  Thomason 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Thomas  R.  Files,  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  T.  Huggins 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Mary  Holt  Barnes,  given  by  Gen.  and  Mrs.  Wm.  L.  Mitchell. 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Frankie  Thomas,  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hamilton  D.  Bickham 
In  Memory  of  Earl  L.  Snider,  given  by  Glenmora  United  Methodist  Women 
In  Memory  of  Oroin  Lee,  Jr.,  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fred  White 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  M.  P.  Quinn,  given  by  Muriel  and  Velma 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Albert  Abington,  given  by  United  Methodist  Women,  Grand 
Cane,  La. 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  J.  H.  Barnes,  given  by  Gen.  and  Mrs.  Geo.  J.  Iannacito 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  M.  S.  Carroll,  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jimmy  W.  Carter 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Vivian  Key,  given  by  Roy  Windsor 
In  Memory  of  Grady  Day,  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  E.  Shepard 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Mary  Holt  Barnes,  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bill  Martin 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Hassen  Barnes,  given  by  Col.  Victor  J.  Ferrari 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Leon  Jones,  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Keith  Yeager 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Iley  Austin,  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Keith  Yeager 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  David  Gryder,  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Keith  Yeager 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  H.  Shirley,  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  O.  J.  Brouillette 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  J.  H.  Barnes,  given  by  Mayme  Cargill  Heard 
In  Memory  of  Thomas  R.  Files,  given  by  Aillet  Children  (Chip,  Corky,  Ada  and 
Barby) 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Susie  Tait,  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  F.  A.  Earle 

In  Memory  of  Miss  Ruth  Beesley,  given  by  Mrs.  Charles  H.  Till 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  John  Swearingen,  given  by  5  West  Personnel,  VA.  Hosp., 
Shreveport 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Lottie  F.  Lucky,  given  by  Mrs.  Lorris  Wimberly 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Hassen  Barnes,  given  by  Facilities,  United  Services  Auto 
Ass’n 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  J.  H.  Barnes,  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  W.  Perritt 
In  Memory  of  Tom  Conger,  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  G.  W.  Tigner,  Jr.,  and  Family 
In  Memory  of  Sam  S.  Mims,  given  by  Mrs.  Graham  Stewart  and  Family 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Hasson  Barnes,  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  T.  Stilley 
In  Mefnory  of  Mrs.  J.  H.  Barnes,  given  by  Col.  and  Mrs.  Wm.  Zimmerman,  Col. 
and  Mrs.  Eddie  Robertson  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dane  Chadwick  and  Mrs.  Mickie  Haley 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Maude  Voss,  given  by  Mrs.  T.  F.  Lee 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  J.  G.  Minnich,  given  by  Mrs.  T.  F.  Lee 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Jesse  S.  Robinson,  given  by  Judge  and  Mrs.  David  T.  Caldwell 
In  Memory  of  Rev.  Walter  Gilbert,  given  by  Bethel  United  Methodist  Church, 
Pride,  La. 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  J.  H.  Barnes,  given  by  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  E.  Scharlemer 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Charles  Wilson,  given  by  Mrs.  Lucille  White 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Marshall  Bond,  given  by  Mrs.  Lucille  White 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  J.  H.  Barnes,  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Floyd  B.  James 
In  Memory  of  Johnnie  H.  Talbert,  Jr.,  given  by  Roy  L.  Mobley,  Sr. 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  J.  H.  Barnes,  given  by  Mrs.  Earl  Liner 
In  Memory  of  M.  S.  Carroll,  given  by  the  Scott  Foundation,  Inc. 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Clyde  Wilson,  given  by  Guthrie  and  Lucille  Jarrell 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  J.  H.  Barnes,  given  by  Col.  and  Mrs.  C.  E.  Russell,  Jr. 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Willie  M.  McLemore,  given  by  Rilla  and  Ausie  Grigg 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  J.  H.  Barnes,  given  by  Mrs.  Jane  C.  Barnes 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Marium  Reese,  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  N.  Graves  and  Mrs. 
H.  T.  Franklin 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  J.  H.  Barnes,  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  McKeithen 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  J.  H.  Barnes,  given  by  Effie  Wedgeworth 
In  Memory  of  George  F.  Walker,  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  David  Allred,  Jr. 

In  Memory  of  Samuel  D.  Smith,  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  David  Allred,  Jr. 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  J.  H.  Barnes,  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  W.  Hamilton 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  J.  H.  Barnes,  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rae  Sanders 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  J.  H.  Barnes,  given  by  Ora  H.  Wilkinson 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  J.  H.  Barnes,  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  T.  Allen  Burwell 

In  Memory  of  Howard  Daves,  Jr.,  given  by  The  Edwin  Preis  Family 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Amy  McClellan,  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Geo.  Sutton 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  S.  M.  Ryland,  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walter  Vernon 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Alda  Holloman  Graves,  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  C.  Burgess 
In  Memory  of  Tommy  Smith,  Jr.,  given  by  The  Tim  Fife’s 
In  Memory  of  George  Hollinshead,  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  P.  A.  Cloutier 
In  Memory  of  Irma  Sealrs  Ryland,  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edwin  D.  Boyer,  Jr. 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  James  Q.  Graves,  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  Tom  Davis 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Zeph  Cole,  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  H.  Ball 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  M.  P.  Quinn,  given  by  United  Methodist  Women,  Bienville 
UMC 

In  Memory  of  George  Hollinshead,  given  by  Mrs.  Eva  Maricelli  and  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
W.  T.  Lestage 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  J.  H.  Barnes,  given  by  Employees  of  Ruston  Lumber 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  J.  H.  Barnes,  given  by  Dr.  and  Mrs.  John  L.  Robertson 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Troy  Chambers,  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  H.  Bliss,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  R.  C.  Jordan  and  Wilma  Jordan 
In  Memory  of  Larry  Hampton,  given  by  Gayle  Howell 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Mary  Holt  Barnes,  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jimmy  W.  Carter 
In  Memory  of  F.  Marzelle  Hill,  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Paul  Bauer 
In  Memory  of  Tom  Russell  Files,  given  by  Sara  Ann,  Joe,  Jane,  King  and  Hazel 
Mott 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  M.  P.  Quinn,  given  by  the  Pugh  Boddie  Family 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Mary  Holt  Barnes,  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  K.  Clinton 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Zeph  Davis  Cole,  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  S.  L.  Cole 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  J.  H.  Barnes,  given  by  Mrs.  Faytima  Allbright  and  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  John  S.  Mullins 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  J.  H.  Barnes,  given  by  Bill  Rogers,  Rogers  Furniture,  Ruston 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  J.  H.  Barnes,  given  by  Mrs.  J.  P.  Cassity 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  J.  H.  Barnes,  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Herbert  Moss 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  J.  H.  Barnes,  given  by  Col.  and  Mrs.  J.  S.  Hislop 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  J.  H.  Barnes,  given  by  Son  Price,  Jane  and  Family 

In  Memory  of  Ivan  Patterson,  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dan  Donald,  Sr. 

In  Memory  of  Brady  Huff,  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dan  Donald,  Sr. 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  H.  G.  Smith,  given  by  Bona  H.  Fortson 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Edwin  Reilly,  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clayton  Moore 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Raymond  H.  Madden,  Jr.,  given  by  Helen  Morrow 
In  Memory  of  Miss  Effie  Smart,  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kenneth  A.  Hill 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Rubye  Jeansonne,  given  by  Mrs.  Ester  J.  Poole 
In  Memory  of  Everett  Stewart,  given  by  Pat  and  Jim  Johnson 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Cal  Williams,  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ed  Head 
In  Memory  of  Effie  Smart,  given  by  Mrs.  W.  G.  Bailey 
In  Memory  of  Effie  Smart,  given  by  Mrs.  W.  T.  Holloway 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Edgar  McConathy,  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  O.  A.  Anderson  and 
Margie 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  A.  J.  Street,  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  E.  Shepard 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Alda  Hollmann  Graves,  given  by  Mary  Gish  Harvey 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  S.  M.  Ryland,  given  by  Helen  Vernon  Rector  and  Ethie  Vernon 
In  Memory  of  W.  M.  Doyal,  given  by  Avice  and  Herman  Wilder 


In  Memory  of  Mrs.  A.  J.  Street,  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  J.  Norris 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Ruth  Laseter,  given  by  Denton  Class,  Caddo  Heights  UMC, 
Shreveport 

In  Memory  of  Miss  Della  Craton,  given  by  Mrs.  E.  L.  Lyon 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  J.  Q.  Graves,  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  D.  Cotton 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  W.  C.  Hightower,  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  0.  V.  White  and  Ray 
White 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Zeph  Davis  Cole,  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  G.  K.  Kitchens,  Sr. 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  E.  M.  Carruth,  given  by  the  Wesleyan  Bible  Class,  1st  UMC, 
New  Orleans 

In  Memory  of  Rev.  Walter  Gilbert,  given  by  the  Clay  United  Methodist  Church 
In  Memory  of  J.  Y.  Pipes,  Sr.,  given  by  Mrs.  J.  Y.  Pipes,  Sr. 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  J.  O.  Kimball,  Sr.,  given  by  Zwolle  UMC 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  J.  O.  Kimball,  Sr.,  given  by  Mr.  Bruce  Gray 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Sybil  McNaughton,  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  R.  Kavanaugh 
and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rollins  Kavanaugh 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Mattie  Meares,  given  by  Carmen  and  Glenn  Fout 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Ben  R.  Moore,  given  by  Mrs.  J.  B.  McCoy 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Oralee  Wilcoxen,  given  by  Angela  N.  Williams 
In  Memory  of  Wally  White,  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tom  G.  Judd 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  Walter  A.  Miller,  Sr.,  given  by  Dr.  and  Mrs.  J.  T.  Thompson 
In  Memory  of  Nat  Amy,  given  by  Dr.  and  Mrs.  J.  T.  Thompson 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Willie  “Bertha”  Allen,  given  by  Otha  and  Will  Tyler 
In  Memory  of  Bruce  Buckingham,  given  by  Programming  Dept,  and  Aubrey  L. 
Hanes,  Texas  Eastern  Transmission  Corp.  -  Shreveport,  La. 

In  Memory  of  Bruce  Buckingham,  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Neil  R.  Cooper 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Bertha  Allen,  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  R.  Sessions  and  Aliene 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Ethel  Camus,  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  T.  0.  Nelms 
In  Memory  of  Emmett  L.  Mitchell,  Jr.,  given  by  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Donald  W.  Gates 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Lessie  Gandy,  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  G.  Johnson 
In  Memory  of  Bruce  Buckingham,  given  by  Ira,  Inell  Taylor  and  Girls 
In  Memory  of  Bruce  Buckingham,  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tom  Buckingham,  Jr. 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  John  Ed  Barnes,  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  H.  Napper 
In  Memory  of  Herman  W.  Blue,  given  by  Supreme  Novelty  Co.,  Inc. 

In  Memory  of  Bruce  Buckingham,  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frank  C.  Andrews 
In  Memory  of  C.  Clyde  Foster,  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  B.  Grigg,  Sr. 

In  Memory  of  Mike  Aaron,  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  B.  Grigg,  Sr. 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Jane  Worley,  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ken  Darnell 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Willis  Dykes,  given  by  Zwolle  United  Methodist  Church 
In  Memory  of  Robert  Bruce  Buckingham,  given  by  James  C.  Jones 
In  Memory  of  John  T.  Bundrick,  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Owen  Clawson 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Lottie  Burns,  given  by  the  Moncriefs  and  the  Gunnings 
In  Memory  of  A.  L.  (Jack)  Anthony,  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  R.  Kavanaugh 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Virginia  R.  Wilkerson,  given  by  The  Larry  Bundrick  Family 
In  Memory  of  Mr.  John  Bundrick,  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ray  Oden,  Jr. 

In  Memory  of  Robert  Bruce  Buckingham,  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  B.  R.  Branch 
In  Memory  of  Robert  Bruce  Buckingham,  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  M. 
Barber 

In  Memory  of  Robert  Bruce  Buckingham,  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Daniel  Stone 

In  Memory  of  Cortez  Lockhart,  given  by  Carol  DeVille  and  Katy  Gatlin 

In  Memory  of  Fred  Crowson,  given  by  Terrel  DeVille  and  Carol  DeVille 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Ira  Clinton  Dimmick,  Sr.,  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  E.  Hill 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  John  Bundrick,  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  R.  McFarland 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Charles  Britt,  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lamar  McCurry 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  D.  D.  Tait,  given  by  Mrs.  W.  S.  Sutton 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  B.  L.  Lewis,  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joe  Pope 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Julie  Hudson,  given  by  Alpha  W.  Eldred 

In  Memory  of  George  Galliher,  given  by  Rita  and  Emmett  Hendricks 

In  Memory  of  John  T.  Bundrick,  given  by  Sue  Stinson  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  H.  Tait 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  George  Gallaher,  given  by  Betty  Still 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Ethel  Camus,  given  by  Betty  Still 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  M.  Thompson,  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Don  Buckham 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  John  T.  Bundrick,  given  by  Mrs.  Kathleen  Stinson 

In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Lola  Sharp,  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  D.  Smart 

In  Memory  of  George  Galliher,  given  by  Ike  Drouet 

In  Memory  of  Ira  C.  Dimmick,  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  F.  Wilson,  Jr. 

In  Memory  of  George  Galliher,  given  by  Louise  and  Marvin  Vaught 
In  Memory  of  George  Galliher,  given  by  Mrs.  W.  D.  Northcutt  and  Family 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Claude  Perdue,  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  T.  E.  Givens 
In  Memory  of  George  Galliher,  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leo  Kearney 
In  Memory  of  George  Galliher,  given  by  Mrs.  Valerie  S.  Babini 
In  Memory  of  Mrs.  J.  C.  Langford,  given  by  Glenmora  United  Methodist  Women 
In  Memory  of  George  Galliher,  given  by  Mrs.  Robert  Rich 

Have  You  What’s  It 


Gotten 
The  Word? 

By:  REV.  DOUG  WILLIAMS,  JR., 
Chaplain 

As  the  holiday  season  approaches  most 
of  us  look  forward  to  such  events  as 
turkey  dinners  and  the  opening  of  gifts 
around  Christmas  trees.  In  most  in¬ 
stances  these  events  are  not  enjoyed 
alone,  but  are  shared  with  families, 
friends,  and  other  people  that  are  special 
to  us.  Christmas  seems  to  be  more  en¬ 
joyable  and  more  meaningful  when  it  is 
shared  with  those  we  love.  At  no  other 
time  of  the  year  are  we  so  aware  of  the 
importance  of  families  and  friends. 

Some  of  us  may  find  it  hard  to  imagine 
what  our  lives  would  be  like  if  down 
through  the  years  we  had  lacked  good 
wholesome  relationships  with  our 
families.  We  often  take  the  love  of  our 
mothers,  fathers,  brothers,  sisters,  and 
other  special  persons  for  granted.  It 
might  be  hard  for  us  to  realize  that  such 
good  and  necessary  relationships  are  not 
experienced  by  everyone.  If  a  person 
goes  through  his  or  her  growing  years 
without  the  presence  of  someone  who 
cares,  the  chances  for  such  a  person 
having  a  happy  and  healthy  adult  life  are 
greatly  diminished. 

One  of  our  concerns  at  the  Methodist 
Children’s  Home  is  to  see  that  those 
children  and  youth  in  our  care  have 
every  opportunity  to  develop  such 
relationships.  We  cannot  force  our  love 
on  anyone.  However,  we  can  offer  our 
love  and  Christ’s  love  to  those  who  will 
receive  it.  We  are  well  aware  that  we 
cannot  take  the  place  of  a  mother  or 
father.  Neither  do  we  wish  to  develop  our 
relationships  with  the  child  at  the  ex¬ 
pense  of  the  usually  already  strained 
relationships  between  the  child  and  the 
natural  parents  or  other  relatives.  At  the 
same  time  we  wish  to  offer  to  the  par¬ 
ticular  young  person  a  chance  to  find  the 
same  feelings  of  concern,  acceptance, 
and  security  that  are  found  in  the  happy 
and  stable  homes  of  which  many  of  us  are 
lucky  enough  to  have  been  a  part. 

As  you  enjoy  this  Christmas  with  thoee 


All  About? 

This  is  the  first  of  a  series  of  articles 
discussing  in  detail  what  the  Children’s 
Home  is  all  about. 

OWNERSHIP  AND  CONTROL 

The  Louisiana  Methodist  Children’s 
Home  is  a  non-profit  corporation  which  is 
owned  by  the  Louisiana  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  of  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

The  control  of  the  Louisiana  Methodist 
Children’s  Home  is  vested  in  a  Board  of 
Directors  which  has  overall  respon¬ 
sibility  for  the  property,  finances,  and 
the  operation  of  the  institution.  The 
Board  is  responsible  for  the  selection  and 
oversight  of  a  Superintendent.  Current 
members  of  the  Board  are: 

Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield,  New 
Orleans,  La. 

Rev.  Edward  R.  Thomas,  Ruston,  La. 

Rev.  Merlin  W.  Merrill,  Ruston,  La. 

Rev.  Leon  Scott,  Ruston,  La. 

Mr.  W.  A.  J.  Lewis,  Ruston,  La. 

Rev.  Fred  S.  Flurry,  Baton  Rouge,  La. 

Mr.  Lucius  D.  McGehee,  Ruston,  La. 

Mr.  Floyd  B.  James,  Ruston,  La. 

Dr.  L.  Keith  Mason,  Shreveport,  La. 

Judge  Chris  Barnette,  Shreveport,  La. 

Mrs.  G.  E.  Laskey,  Ruston,  La. 

Dr.  Paul  M.  Davis,  Jr.,  Alexandria,  La. 

Mr.  Roy  C.  Windsor,  Jr.,  Monroe,  La. 

Mr.  R.  C.  Croom,  Lafayette,  La. 

Mr.  R.  E.  Holladay  III,  Ruston,  La. 

Dr.  L.  L.  Haynes,  Jr.,  Baton  Rouge,  La. 

Mr.  W.  Peyton  Shehee,  Shreveport,  La. 

Mr.  George  Holstead,  Ruston,  La. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Brumfield,  Amite,  La. 

Mrs.  Robert  Compton,  Jennings,  La. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  N.  Thomas,  Baton 
Rouge,  La. 

The  Board  of  Directors  holds  semi¬ 
annual  meetings.  The  local  members  of 
the  Board  serve  as  an  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee  and  meet  on  call. 

The  Methodist  Children’s  Home  serves 
the  total  Louisiana  Area. 


you  love,  please  say  a  prayer  for  us  and 
those  in  our  care.  Pray  that  we  might  be 
able  to  impart  to  them  some  of  the  love  of 
Christ  which  warms  even  the  coldest  and 
the  loneliest  of  hearts. 

May  the  peace  and  hope  of  Christmas 
be  yours  this  coming  season  and  forever. 
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Churches  stress  mission  giving 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

What,  in  a  time  of  world  hunger  and  in¬ 
flation  and  the  agonies  of  Watergate-just- 
behind-us,  are  tired,  beleaguered  United 
Methodists  doing  about  the  news  that 
their  Saviour  is  born? 

They  are  apparently  doing  just  what 
they  always  do:  rejuvenating,  rejoicing 
and  reaching  out. 

In  fact,  reaching  out  is  something  they 
may  be  doing  even  more  of  in  1974. 

The  traditional  pageantry  is  still  there, 
but  a  call  for  mission-giving  as  an 
alternate  way  of  celebrating  is  sounding 
out  louder  and  clearer  in  many 
congregations  this  year,  TM/  UMR  has 
gleaned  from  an  informal  survey  of  local 
pastors  and  program  calendars. 

“The  Joy  of  Giving”  is  what  First 
UMC,  Palo  Alto,  Ca.,  is  calling  its 
Christmas  emphasis  this  year  —  a 
missional  emphasis  that  may  be  gaining 
ground  elsewhere  as  well. 

First  Church’s  missions  work  area  is 
circulating  a  list  of  missions  “alter¬ 
natives,”  and  promoting  its  cause  by 
discussing  projects  with  members  over 
coffee  on  Sunday  mornings. 

At  Willow  Glen  UMC,  San  Jose,  Cal., 
members  may  add  their  names  to  one 


church-wide  Christmas  card  and  donate 
their  savings  to  a  choice  of  Willow  Glen 
mission  causes.  The  Rev.  Wayne  E. 
Williams,  pastor,  predicts  that  about  one- 
third  of  the  members  will  do  just  that. 

Cross  Roads  UMC,  Phoenix,  Ariz.,  will 
continue  a  long-standing  tradition  of 
hanging  ornaments  on  a  missions  tree, 
for  those  who  choose  to  donate  funds  they 
would  normally  spend  on  greeting  cards. 

A  number  of  churches,  including 
Chapel  Hill,  San  Antonio,  Tx.,  will  use 
their  local  TM/  UMR  pages  to  print  the 
names  of  those  who  want  to  say  “Merry 
Christmas”  via  missions  funding. 

The  Central  Texas  conference  will  also 
print  names  of  contributors  to  its  first 
Alternate  Christmas  Fund,  for  either  a 
missions  gift  honoring  a  particular 
person  or  a  gift  for  designated  Advance 
Special  projects  in  lieu  of  sending 
Christmas  cards. 

First  UMC,  Butler,  Pa.,  will  reach  out 
on  Christmas  day  with  a  free  holiday 
dinner  at  the  church  for  those  who  would 
otherwise  spend  the  day  alone  and  those 
who  would  like  to  share  their  day  with 
others.  More  than  125  persons  turned  out 
for  last  year’s  holiday  meal,  which  First 
Church  calls  its  “gift  to  the  community.” 

Still  another  kind  of  outreach  is  taking 
place  in  Tulsa,  Okla.,  where  two  United 


Methodist  Churches  joined  several  other 
denominations  last  week  in  offering  a 
“downtown  walk”  to  Tulsans.  Opening 
their  elaborately -decora  ted  sanctuaries 
to  citizens  for  a  routed  tour,  Boston 
Avenue  UMC,  First  UMC  and  five  other 
downtown  churches  planned  an  event 
which  culminated  in  a  huge  carol  sing  at 
a  main  intersection  of  the  city. 

“It’s  good  to  share  the  things  which 
buoy  our  spirits  at  the  most  festive  holy 
season  of  the  Christian  year,”  said  Larry 
Dean,  Boston  Avenue  choir  director.  Mr. 
Dean  helped  coordinate  the  event,  which 
was  sponsored  by  Downtown  Tulsa 
Unlimited. 

To  reverse  the  “give  me”  trend  at 
Christmas,  children  at  Asbury  UMC, 
Maitland,  Fla.,  are  being  encouraged  to 
write  “Letters  to  Jesus”  this  year,  a 
statement  of  intention  to  give  rather  than 
be  given  to.  The  Asbury  council  on 
ministries  is  hoping  the  children  will  say, 
“Thank  you,  Jesus,  for  being  born,  and 
this  is  what  I  intend  to  do  for  your  birth¬ 
day.” 

Family  traditions  are  again  being 
reflected  in  many  churches. 

“I’m  anxious  to  add  to  the  Christian 
festival  the  family  kinds  of  quality,  our 
Lord  himself  offered  through  the  Christ 
child,”  said  the  Rev.  Edwin  Grant, 


pastor  of  Orangethorpe  UMC,  Fullerton, 
Ca.  Toward  that  end,  a  manger  scene 
performed  by  the  children  will  again  this 
year  be  part  of  an  annual  Sunday  evening 
family  celebration  at  Orangethorpe. 

At  Chapel  Hill  UMC,  Dallas,  an  in- 
tergenerational  church  school  class 
researched,  wrote  and  produced  Advent 
services  for  Sunday  worship. 

And  families  there  congregated  in 
workshops  again  this  year  to  take  potluck 
and  make  Christmas  wreaths  and 
banners  —  a  crafts  enterprise  which  wgs 
once  the  strict  province  of  the  children’s 
classroom. 

On  Christmas  Eve,  though,  no  matter 
how  diverse  their  preparations  have 
been,  many  United  Methodists  across  the 
land  will  gather  for  the  same  time- 
honored  tradition:  the  lighting  of  the 
final  Advent  candle,  signifying  that  the 
Christ  is  now  in  our  midst. 


Lighting  the  Christ  candle 

On  Christmas  Eve,  millions  of  United  Methodists  will  gather  in  sanctuaries  for  the 
lighting  of  the  final  Adv  ent  candle,  a  symbol  that  the  long-awaited  Christ  has  come, 
SPECIAL  EFFECT  TM-UMR  PHOTO  BY  PATRICIA  OAOJA 


Church  minorities  strategize 

UMC  ethnics  urged  to  keep  pushing  for  rights 


Prayer  among  Democrats 

Religion  touches  convention 


KANSAS  CITY,  Mo.  (RNS)  —  The 
influence  of  religion  was  low-key, 
somewhat  ambiguous  but  nonetheless 
pervasive  at  the  recently  completed 
Democratic  “mini-convention”  here  and 
a  prayer  by  a  United  Methodist 
clergywoman  provoked  a  deep  response. 

A  “first”  in  American  political  history, 
the  convention  of  Democratic  delegates 
from  around  the  country  (and  even  from 
overseas,  a  newly  represented  category 
of  voters)  came  to  the  municipal 
auditorium  here  to  consider  a  charter  for 
the  Democratic  party.  It  marked  the  first 
time  that  a  major  national  party  had  met 
in  a  national  convention  not  connected 
with  the  nomination  of  a  Presidential 


candidate,  the  first  time  that  between 
Presidential  election  years,  a  gathering 
of  the  entire  party  had  been  held,  and  the 
first  time  in  American  history  that  a 
major  political  party  would  consider  be¬ 
coming  more  than  an  alliance  of  local 
parties. 

The  end  result  of  the  conference  was 
the  adoption  of  a  charter  that  did  create  a 
somewhat  more  centralized  structure  on 
the  national  level,  although  the  long  term 
effects  will  depend  upon  in  what  way 
many  of  the  charter’s  provisions  are 
interpreted  when  applied  in  practice. 
Other  major  effects  of  the  conference 
were  to  create  stronger  party  unity  for 
the  1976  Presidential  elections,  and  to  see 


Congregation  rejects 
ordination  request 


TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 

MADISON,  Wis.  -  A. United  Methc^dist 
congregation  here  has  refused  by  ^  two- 
vote  margin  to  recommend  for  a  license 
to  preach  a  fellow  church  member  who  is 
homosexual. 

Members  of  the  University  United 
Methodist  Church  voted  32-19  to  support 
the  licensing  which  is  the  first  step  in  the 
quest  for  ordination,  falling  just  short  of 
the  two-thirds  majority  required  to  begin 
the  ordination  process.  Recommendation 
by  the  local  church  Charge  Conference  is 
the  first  step  in  the  ordination  process, 
and  had  the  support  been  given,  the 
recommendation  would  have  had  to  go 
through  several  more  steps  —  including 
the  approval  of  the  Annual  Conference  — 
before  it  would  have  been  completed. 

Rejected  in  his  bid  for  the  license  was 
Steven  E.  Webster,  a  self-declared 
homosexual  who  has  for  five  years  been  a 
member  of  the  church  which  serves 
largely  the  students  and  faculty  of  the 
University  of  Wisconsin.  Mr.  Webster  is 
a  recent  graduate  of  the  university. 

While  rejecting  Mr.  Webster’s  bid  for 
the  license,  members  of  University 
Church  voted  to  recommend  that  the 
church  and  the  Wisconsin  Conference 


continue  to  evaluate  policies  against 
ordaining  homosexuals.  The  United 
lyfetliodist  Book  of  Discipline  while  af¬ 
firming  the  “worth”  of  homosexuals 
states  that  the  practice  of  homosexuality 
is  “incompatible  with  Christian 
teaching.” 

Mr.  Webster  did  not  have  an  im¬ 
mediate  reaction  to  the  vote.  Earlier  he 
had  said  that  the  matter  of  ordaining 
homosexuals  was  “simply  a  matter  of 
church  rules,  or  interpretations  of 
them.” 

The  Rev.  Myron  Talcott,  pastor  of 
University  Church,  said  that  “from  any 
part  of  his  (Mr.  Webster’s)  life,  other 
than  his  sexual  preferences,  he  would  be 
fully  accepted.” 

The  United  Methodist  Council  on  Youth 
Ministry  has  announced  previously  that 
it  will  ask  General  Conference  in  1976  to 
amend  the  denomination’s  Discipline 
to  bar  discrimination  on  the  basis  of 
“sexual  orientation.” 

Officials  of  the  Good  News  movement, 
a  group  of  evangelical  United 
Methodists,  have  warned  that  such  an 
action  could  split  the  denomination. 


zring 


“ place 


the  influence  of  big  labor  weaken  in  the 
councils  of  the  party. 

Throughout  the  course  of  the  con¬ 
vention,  the  presence  of  a  religious  in¬ 
fluence  was  to  be  observed.  Clerical 
collars  were  to  be  seen  scattered 
throughout  the  hall.  And  at  a  crucial 
point  in  the  debate  on  a  section  of  the 
charter,  the  impassioned  rhetoric  of 
Father  Robert  Drinan  (D.,  Mass.) 
Congressman  and  Jesuit  priest,  roused 
the  delegates  and  aided  the  (un¬ 
successful)  cause  of  those  who  would 
have  made  mid-term  conferences  a 
mandatory  feature  of  the  Democratic 
party. 

At  the  very  beginning  of  the  con¬ 
sideration  of  the  Charter,  religion  was 
introduced  into  the  body  of  the  Charter 
itself  and,  as  is  usual  at  American 
political  conventions,  prayer  began  and 
ended  each  business  session  of  the 
conference. 

The  effect  of  the  prayers  at  each 
session  was  unusually  strong  in  one  in¬ 
stance  at  this  conference.  Often,  prayers 
at  political  gatherings  are  accepted  in  a 
“pro  forma”  manner,  but  the  prayer  of' 
the  Rev.  Susan  Vogel,  Associate  Co¬ 
ordinator  for  the  Southeast  United 
Methodist  Area  Churches,  seemed  to 
provoke  a  deeper  response. 

Her  prayer,  calling  for  the  delegates  to 
be  concerned  for  the  poor,  disposessed 
and  downtrodden  of  our  society  and  the 
world  —  and  specifically  for  the  minority 
groups  of  Blacks,  Latinos  and  Native 
Americans,  —  followed  immediately 
after  the  emotional  and  tumultuous  con¬ 
sideration  of  affirmative  action  pro¬ 
grams  in  the  party  relating  to  these 
groups. 


SAN  ANTONIO  (UMC)  —  Commitment 
to  stay  in  the  United  Methodist  Church 
but  to  continue  pushing  for  a  meaningful 
share  in  decision-making  was  voiced 
here  by  representatives  of  the  church’s 
ethnic  minorities. 

Despite  many  promises,  “we  are  still 
told  what  to  do”  and  are  still  subject  to 
tokenism  and  paternalism,  the  Rev.  Ray 
Baines,  director  of  the  church’s  Indian 
ministries  in  Alaska,  told  the  national 
Inter-Ethnic  Convocation.  Some  150 
persons  attended  the  December  10-12 
meeting  designed  to  develop  un¬ 
derstanding  and  strategies  for  blacks, 
Asian-Americans,  Hispanics  and  Native 
Americans. 

Mr.  Baines  pointed  out  that  United 
Methodist  work  with  Indians  involves  50 
separate  tribes  and  languages  from 
Alaska  to  Florida,  but  that  no  op¬ 
portunity  has  been  granted  .  for  that 
minority  to  organize  nationally  to  have  a 
voice  in  the  church. 

The  Rev.  Roy  Sano,  chaplain  at  Mills 
College,  Oakland,  Ca.,  said  the  caucus 
system  represents  the  minorities’  belief 
that  “we  have  rejected  integration  as 
unrealistic  and  impractical.”  He  urged 
that  the  church  and  its  agencies  “use  us 
as  new  channels  toward  faith  and  toward 
mission  relationships  to  other  lands.” 

The  executive  for  Black  Methodists  for 
Church  Renewal,  Mrs.  Thelma  Barnes  of 
Atlanta,  declared:  “As  bla^,  Christians 
we  are  undeniably  committal  to  work  to 
bring  about  true  inclusiveness  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  but  not  at  the 
expense  of  the  demise  of  the  black 
church.  It  is  our  belief  that  our  greatest 
contribution  toward  the  achievement  of 
an  inclusive  church  is  through  the 
maintenance  of  strong,  effective  black 
churches.” 

The  Hispanic  representation,  Josefat 
Curti  of  Denver,  caucus  director,  said 
one  of  the  problems  is  that  “the  church 
does  for  us,  but  we  want  to  be  part  of  the 
church.”  He  called  for  a  change  of  at¬ 


titudes  toward  minority  involvement. 

While  the  participants  did  not  adopt 
resolutions  or  take  consensus  action,  the 
scores  of  recommendations  from  a  dozen 
small  groups  stressed  such  proposals  as: 

•  emphasis  on  each  minority’s  unique 
contributions  as  well  as  their  common 
goals : 

•  strengthening  of  local  ethnic  con¬ 
gregations  ; 

•  increased  training  opportunities  for 
minority  ministers  and  lay  leaders; 

•  assurance  of  a  decision-making  voice 


for  minorities  in  the  denomination’s 
conferences  and  agencies; 

•  funding  for  development  of 
educational,  theological  and  economic 
adventures  in  self-development; 

•  widened  inter-ethnic  com¬ 
munication. 

The  convocation  was  sponsored  by  the 
United  Methodist  Commission  on 
Religion  and  Race  and  several  other 
denominational  agencies  in  order  to 
foster  inter-ethnic  acquaintance  and 
strategy. 


Needy  shop  free  at 
6 Christmas  Anonymous 


Bishop  ‘surprised’  at 
destruction  in  Hanoi 


BETHLEHEM  —  Tradition  says  that  Jesus  was  born  on  this  spot  almost  2,000 
years  ago.  Whether  or  hot  the  tradition  can  ever  be  factually  proven  seems  unimpor¬ 
tant  to  most  Christian  pilgrims  to  the  Holy  Land.  For  centuries  they  have  bowed  low 
to  enter  the  grotto.  The  entrance  is  said  to  have  been  made  low  purposely  so  that  all 
who  pass  will  “bow  down  and  worship  Him.” 
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TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 

CHICAGO  —  United  Methodist  Bishop 
Paul  A.  Washburn,  who  recently 
returned  from  a  12-day  visit  in  North 
Vietnam,  said  during  a  news  conference 
here  Dec.  10  that  he  was  “surprised" 
during  his  stay  in  Hanoi  at  the 
devastation  done  by  American  bombs  to 
“seemingly  non-military”  targets  in  the 
city. 

Bishop  Washburn,  who  is  episcopal 
head  of  the  denomination’s  Chicago 
Area,  was  one  of  five  United  States 
churchmen  who  toured  North  Vietnam  at 
the  invitation  of  the  North  Vietnamese 
Committee  for  Solidarity  with  the 
American  People.  Bishop  Washburn’s 
trip  was  approved  by  the  United  States 
Department  of  State. 

Other  churchmen  on  the  trip  included: 
Catholic  Bishop  Andrew  C.  Grutka  of 
Gary,  In.;  the  Rev.  Paul  Gregory, 
general  secretary  of  the  United  Church  of 
Christ  Board  of  World  Ministries  ;  James 
Gittings,  editor  of  the  United 
Presbyterian  “A.D.”  magazine;  and  Don 
Luce,  executive  director  of  Clergy  and 
Laity  Concerned. 

Bishop  Washburn  said  during  the  news 
conference  that  while  in  North  Vietnam 
he  was  given  freedom  to  go  where  he 
wanted  to  go  on  his  own  for  the  most  part, 
but  was  not  allowed  in  the  jails.  He  said 
he  was  surprised  not  only  at  the  extent  of 
bomb  devastation,  but  at  the  high  morale 
of  the  North  Vietnamese  people  and  the 
availability  of  food  in  the  country. 

Earlier  at  a  press  conference  in  New 
York  the  bishop  said  he  had  mixed 
emotions  of  sadness  and  guilt  when,  for 
instance,  he  viewed  a  “madonna  like” 
monument  near  a  bombed-out  residential 
area  which  carried  the  inscription 
“supreme  hatred  for  the  U.  S. 
aggressors.” 

“I  think  Americans  should  realize  the 
extent  of  the  bombing,”  he  said.  “It’s 
hard  to  make  sense  of  it  .  .  .  carpet 
bombing  of  a  whole  area  of  residence 
.  .  .  If  it  was  the  intent  of  the  bombing  to 
destroy  morale  of  the  people,  it  failed 
miserably.”  He  went  on  to  say  that  the 
American  people  should  know  more 
about  the  work  of  the  Vietnamese  people 
in  rebuilding  their  country  as  they  toiled 


long  hours  under  difficult  circumstances. 

In  a  joint  statement  issued  by  the 
churchmen  while  at  the  news  conference 
in  New  York,  the  men  listed  several  joint 
observations: 

•  the  bombing  of  North  Vietnam  was 
far  worse  than  most  Americans  realize. 

•  although  food  is  in  good  supply, 
warm  clothing,  medical  supplies, 
educational  materials  and  construction 
materials  are  in  extremely  short  supply. 

•  North  Vietnam  seems  to  be  a  func¬ 
tioning,  unified  nation,  with  no  small 
arms  in  evidence,  even  in  the  hands  of 
policemen. 

•  North  Vietnamese  still  consider  their 
country  only  half  a  nation. 

•  Christian  churches  are  still  active  in 
North  Vietnam,  although  hampered  by  a 
shortage  of  clergy. 

•  the  lives  of  ordinary  people  in  the 
North  appear  to  be  freer,  better  and 
more  democratic  than  those  of  persons  in 
the  Saigon  area  of  the  south. 

•  the  North  Vietnamese  people  are 
willing  to  accept  aid  from  the  American 
churches,  but  not  from  the  American 
government. 

Travel  expenses  for  persons  on  the  trip 
were  paid  for  by  their  various 
denominations,  and  the  Committee  on 
Solidarity  with  American  People  paid  the 
living  expenses  of  the  persons  while  in 
North  Vietnam. 


By  MELANIE  SIMMONS  BOWLEY 
Special  to  TM/UMR 

CARLSBAD,  N.M.  -  Not  long  ago.  the 
true  spirit  of  Christmas  giving  meant  to 
many  a  well-meaning  soul  leaving  a 
basket  of  food,  clothing  and  toys  at  the 
door  of  someone  less  fortunate  than  they. 

In  this  city,  however,  “dignity”  and 
“pride”  are  two  very  important  words, 
and  “Christmas  Anonymous”  —  an  inter¬ 
agency  endeavor  —  has  geared  these 
nouns  into  action,  and  United  Methodists 
are  playing  key  roles.  Charles  Mumford 
and  E.  E.  Tusha,  both  active  United 
Methodists,  serve  as’Vic&Uhairman  and 
Treasurer  respectively. 

A  city-wide  program,  Christmas 
Anonymous  coordinates  the  efforts  of 
various  civic  groups,  service  clubs, 
sororities,  lodges,  schools,  churches  and 
concerned  individuals  into  the  creation  of 
a  Christmas  “store”  where  needy 
families  can  “shop”  free  of  charge  for 
toys,  clothing  and  decorations.  Not 
forgotten  are  the  elderly  and  shut-in  to 
whom  volunteers  deliver  food  staples. 

This  year,  Christmas  Anonymous  was 
donated  the  use  of  a  warehouse  for  the 
storing  of  contributions.  Later,  items  are 
taken  to  San  Jose  Catholic  Church,  and 
the  parish  hall  is  transformed  into  an 
“instant”  department  store. 

Project  coordinator  Mrs.  Virginia 
Fawcett,  director  of  the  Community  Aid 
office  here,  related  how  the  Christmas 
Anonymous  idea  was  conceived:  “One 
Christmas  one  family  got  five  turkeys 


and  others  got  none  at  all !  Then  we  knew 
we  had  to  do  something  to  coordinate  our 
Christmas  aid.  There  was  an  incredible 
amount  of  duplication  of  some  families 
and  complete  misses  of  others.” 

“When  I  was  visiting  relatives  in 
Rochester,  Minn.,”  Mrs.  Fawcett  con¬ 
tinued,  “I  observed  a  similar  plan  and 
thought  it  would  be  a  good  way  to  solve 
our  increasing  confusion  around 
Christmas  time.” 

Last  year  Christmas  Anonymous 
shared  the  holidays  with  some  700 
children,  100  elderly  persons,  55  foster 
homes  —  a  total  of  about  1,200  recipients, 
and  there  was  enough  money  left  over  to 
continue  helping  people  throughout  the 
year. 

It  is  the  careful  planning  and  work  of 
many  individuals  and  groups  that  has 
made  the  four-year-old  Christmas 
Anonymous  idea  “catch  on.”  The  banks 
donate  $100  each,  the  movie  theater  has  a 
benefit  film,  the  firemen  repair  toys  and 
churches  have  special  collections. 
Epworth  United  Methodist  Church 
served  as  the  “store”  during  the 
beginning  stages  of  Christmas 
Anonymous. 

Participants  agree  that  the  secret  to 
the  program’s  success  is  the  departure 
from  the  “basket-at-the-door”  concept  of 
giving.  The  opportunity  for  parents  to 
choose  just  the  right  Christmas  toys  for 
their  children  at  the  “store,”  Christmas 
Anonymous  workers  believe,  better 
conveys  the  true  spirit  of  Christmas. 


U.  M.  missionary  forced 
to  leave  South  Korea 


NEW  YORK  (UMC)  -  A  United 
Methodist  missionary  who  served  for  15 
years  in  South  Korea  was  deported  by 
that  government  Dec.  14,  it  was  learned 
here  by  officials  of  the  church’s  Board  of 
Global  Ministries. 

Rev.  George  Ogle,  45,  had  been  under 
investigation  for  alleged  criticism  of  the 
South  Korean  government  by  their 
Immigration  Office  in  early  December. 
He  was  questioned  for  eight  hours 
December  13  and  was  told  that  if  he  was 
convicted  of  the  charges,  he  would  have 
seven  days  to  appeal.  Then,  Dec.  14,  he 
was  deported  immediately  without  ap¬ 
peal. 

Mr.  Ogle  was  placed  on  an  air  flight  for 
Los  Angeles.  His  wife  and  children 
remained  in  Seoul. 

The  charges  against  him  are  not  known 
at  this  time. 

When  asked  to  sign  a  statement 
agreeing  to  “stop  criticizing  the  South 
Korean  Constitution,  and  stop  all 
political  work,”  Mr.  Ogle  responded  with 


Tree  grower  has  special  mission: 
planting  seeds  of  Christianity 


TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 
REED  CITY,  Mich.  —  Richard  Duddles 
grows  Christmas  trees,  but  he  considers 
his  mission  in  life  to  be  the  planting  of  a 
[different  kind  of  seed. 

This  year  so  far  the  Duddles  Christmas 
Tree  Company  which  he  owns  has 
shipped  more  than  45,000  Christmas  trees 
to  retailers  all  over  the  country  and 
every  tree  has  a  message.  Somewhere  on 
the  tree  the  buyer  will  find  a  little  orange 
tag  which  reads  “Put  Christ  into  your 
Christmas  and  into  your  life.  Trust  Him 
as  your  way  to  heaven.  Christ  said :  ‘I  am 
the  way,  the  truth,  and  the  life;  No  man 


cometh  unto  the  Father  but  by  me’.” 

Such  messages  have  been  going  out 
from  his  tree  company  in  this  central 
Michigan  city  75  miles  north  of  Grand 
Rapids  for  four  years  now.  Mr.  Duddles 
says  it’s  his  way  of  doing  what  God  has 
asked  of  his  life.  He  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

He  said  he  has  received  about  25  letters 
commenting  on  the  use  of  the  tags  since 
he  began  attaching  them  to  his  trees. 

“We  haven’t  received  any  negative 
comments  about  it,"  he  said.  “It’s  just  a 
small  thing  we  can  do  in  our  work  to  meet 
the  needs  of  our  faith.” 


a  brief  statement:  “Jesus  Christ  was  a 
poor  man.  He  lived  and  died  for  the 
salvation  and  freedom  of  man’s  soul  and 
society.  I  have  intended  that  my  acts  as  a 
missionary  in  Korea  should  follow  that 
path.  I  have  no  political  or  social  am¬ 
bition,  and  support  no  political  party.  I 
do,  however,  intend  to  preach  Christ’s 
mission  of  salvation,  freedom,  and 
justice,  and  to  serve  those  who  are  suf¬ 
fering.” 

Dr.  Tracey  K.  Jones,  general  secretary 
of  the  United  Methodist  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  and  Dr.  Edwin  O.  Fisher,  Jr. 
of  the  board’s  World  Division  Asia  Office 
have  been  in  consultation  with  South 
Korean  Ambassador  Haim  Fyong-Choon 
and  the  President  Park  Chung  Hee 
government  about  the  incident. 

Bishop  suggests  aid 
for  unemployment 

GREENSBORO,  N.  C.  (RNS)  —  To 
help  alleviate  the  nation’s  severe 
unemployment  problem,  United 
Methodist  Bishop  Earl  G.  Hunt  Jr.  has 
suggested  that  congregations  establish 
“employment  commissions”  to  help 
those  in  need. 

Speaking  to  Western  North  Carolina 
Conference  leaders  at  a  meeting  here, 
Bishop  Hunt  said  a  five  member 
“Employment  Commission”  could  help 
men  and  women  out  of  work  find  part- 
time  and  full  time  employment,  see  that 
they  have  food  for  their  families,  and 
show  them  that  the  church  does  care  by 
surrounding  them  with  Christian  love 
and  assistance.” 

Bishop  Hunt  said  he  is  considering 
asking  the  1,200  churches  under  his 
jurisdiction  to  establish  such  com¬ 
missions  to  aid  the  unemployed  within 
the  congregations  and  communities. 
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Where  is  real  power  in  UMC? 

Two  council  heads  see  no  power  struggle  between  agencies 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

Questions  of  power,  and  who  has  it, 
come  natural  for  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  Unlike  other  denominations, 
which  either  have  no  formal  connection 
among  local  churches  or  have  an  ever¬ 
present  governing  person  or  body,  the 
United  Methodist  Church  is  governed  by 
a  “General  Conference”  which  meets 
only  once  every  four  years. 

This  means  that  most  of  the  time  there 
is  no  single,  easily  identifiable  person  or 
groups  of  persons  running  the  church  as 
a  whole.  Many  persons  in  the  church 
believe  that  whenever  General  Con¬ 
ference  is  not  in  session,  therefore,  there 
is  a  church  “power  vacuum”  demanding 


to  be  filled  from  some  other  source. 

In  1972,  restructuring  efforts  by  United 
Methodism's  General  Conference 
created  two  general  church  councils  to 
oversee  the  work  of  the  denomination's 
board  and  agencies  between  sessions  of 
the  conference.  They  are: 

—  The  General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  (GCFA),  which  is 
responsible  for  overseeing  matters  of 
budget  and  finance  at  the  national  church 
level  and  for  keeping  an  eye  on  money 
matters  of  the  general  boards  and 
agencies. 

—  The  General  Council  on  Ministries 
(GCOM),  which  is  responsible  for 
overseeing  the  program  of  national 
boards  and  agencies,  preventing 


duplication  of  program  between  boards, 
pvpinating  the  work  of  the  boards. 

Since  the  inception  of  these  councils 
there  has  been  talk  —  both  official  and 
unofficial  —  concerning  which  body 
weilds  “the  real  power”  in  United 
Methodism’s  general  structure. 
Technically,  they  are  co-equal  bodies, 
one  dealing  with  finances  and  the  other 
with  program. 

And  this  is  the  very  reason  the  general 
boards  were  restructured  as  they  were, 
to  eliminate  any  sort  of  “void”  and  to 
distribute  the  decision-making  across  a 
wide  base  of  responsible  church  agen¬ 
cies. 

The  GCOM,  many  persons  thought  — 
and  some  feared  —  would  assume  too 


I Program  agency j  \Finance 


DAYTON  —  The  good  ship  GCOM  has 
finished  its  shake-down  cruise  and  has 
chosen  to  be  an  “escort  cruiser”  rather 
than  a  “battleship.” 

Two  years  and  five  meetings  after  its 
formation,  that’s  the  way  the  United 
Methodist  General  Council  on  Ministries 
( GCOM )  has  *  ‘come  I 
of  age,”  according] 
to  Dr.  Paul  Church 
its  general  secre¬ 
tary. 

“The  purpose  of 
GCOM  has  never 
had  much  relation¬ 
ship  to  power  or 
politics,”  Dr. 

Church  said. 

“There  have  been 
those  who  have  nev¬ 
er  been  able  to  see 
that,  but  it  is  a  fact.’  Paul  v-  Church 

Some  churchpersons.  Dr.  Church  said, 
may  have  viewed  the  development  of 
GCOM  in  terms  of  power  building :  How 
much  power?  How  soon?  Over  what?  Dr 
Church  maintains  these  are  the  wrong 
questions. 

He  says  power  has  never  been  a  real 
issue  at  all,  but  rather  an  issue  which  has 
grown  out  of  confusion  about  what  GCOM 
has  been  assigned  by  General  Con¬ 
ference  to  do,  and  out  of  fears  that  GCOM 
might  become  a  “little  General  Con¬ 
ference.” 

“First  of  all,  GCOM  was  not  formed  to 
police  the  church  program  agencies,” 
Dr.  Church  said.  "We  function  through 
cooperation,  not  power.  I  know  much  has 
been  made  of  our  power  potential,  but  we 
have  been  more  concerned  with  our  role 
as  enabler.” 

He  said  GCOM  has  been  in  a  process  of 
defining  itself,  but  that  it  “found  itself” 
during  its  fall  meeting  here..  The  old 
questions  about  “what  GCOM  is”  are 
now  over,  according  to  Dr.  Church,  and 
the  council  is  now  more  concerned  with 
“substantive”  work  that  lies  ahead. 

"As  for  authority,”  Dr.  Church  said, 
“that  will  come  with  the  respect  we  gain 

Gov.  Reagan  says 
church  better 
social  reformer 

SAN  DIEGO  (RNS)  —  Outgoing  Cali¬ 
fornia  Gov.  Ronald  Reagan  suggested 
here  that  churches  might  be  better 
equipped  than  government  to  solve 
America’s  social  problems. 

“Churches  possess  more  talent  than 
government  can  possibly  afford  or 
mister,”  he  told  a  convention  of  the 
layman’s  Leadership  Institute. 

Mr.  Reagan,  a  Disciples  of  Christ 
layman,  said  he  was  not  proposing  that 
social  ills  be  placed  on  the  shoulders  of 
the  clergy. 

“I  wonder  if  this  isn’t  something  all  of 
us  in  all  our  churches  —  from  the 
layman’s  standpoint  —  should  in¬ 
vestigate,”  he  said. 

“We  should  inventory  the  strength  and 
the  wisdom  and  the  talents  and  the  skills 
that  we  have  to  see  if  there  aren’t  a  great 
many  things  we  have  shoved  off  on 
government  today  that  are  our 
responsibility. 


meeting  here.  He  ^ 
said  talk  about  who  ft 
holds  the  reigns  of** 


from  the  program  agencies  ana  boards 
and  from  the  church  as  a  whole.  You  get 
authority  only  in  terms  of  what  you 
produce.  And  real  accountability  comes 
only  through  trust  relationships.” 

Dr.  Church  admits  that,  to  a  large 
degree,  GCOM’s  style  of  operation  is 
“Paul  Church’s  style  of  operation”  and  is 
low-key  by  design.  There  have  been 
persons  on  the  council,  as  well  as 
elsewhere  in  the  church,  who  have  called 
fora  more  flamboyant  mode  of  operation 
and  for  more  decisive  action.  Among 
them  have  been  the  council’s  sharpest 
critics.  Yet  for  two  years  the  council  has 
continued  in  its  own  non-combatant 
image. 

Regarding  the  General  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration  (GCFA), 
the  body  responsible  for  overseeing  the 
church’s  money  matters,  Dr.  Church 
says  “we  have  excellent  relations  and 
fully  cooperate  with  each  other.”  He 
points  out  that  GCFA  asks  GCOM  for 
recommendations  on  matters  of  program 
financing  even  though  there  is  no 
disciplinary  mandate  for  them  to  do  so. 

As  for  the  future  of  GCOM,  Dr.  Church 
doesn’t  think  things  will  change  very 
much  as  they  relate  to  power.  He  will 
retire  next  summer,  but  he  does  not  feel 
his  retirement  will  substantially  change 
GCOM’s  direction. 

“A  new  general  secretary  with  a  dif¬ 
ferent  style  of  operation  might  make 
some  changes  in  the  next  quadrennium, 
but  for  the  most  part  GCOM  has  already 
come  of  age,”  he  said.  “Members  of 
GCOM  who  helped  shape  our  present 
direction  will  carry  on.” 

Dine  with  United  Methodists 


SAN  ANTONIO  -  “We  have  all  we  can 
do  just  completing  what  we  have  been 
assigned  to  do  without  worrying  about 
something  like  power." 

That  was  the  opinion  of  Dr.  R.  Bryan 
Brawner,  general  secretary  of  the 
General  Council  on  Finance  and 

Adm  inistration 
(GCFA)  following  a  ;  i 
recent  council  jj? 


power  over  United  I 
Methodism’s  gener-  ] 
al  boards  and  agen- 1 
cies  between  ses- 1 
sions  of  the  General  | 

Conference 
meaningless. 

“Our  duties  have  Bryan  Brawner 
to  do  with  finance  and  administration,” 
he  said.  “We  have  no  authority  over  pro¬ 
gram  and  we  don’t  want  it." 

Asked  whether  or  not  the  tight  money 
situation  in  the  church  makes  finances 
actually  dictate  program  in  many  cases, 
he  said  the  GCFA  only  works  within  the 
reality  of  how  much  money  is  available 
and  has  no  desire  to  control  program.  He 
spoke  in  terms  of  what  GCFA  will  do 
rather  than  what  it  could  do. 

“Our  job  is  to  get  the  highest  possible 
use  out  of  apportionments  and  to  respond 
to  the  church  in  general  as  to  where 
money  is  allocated,”  Dr.  Brawner  said. 
“We  listen  to  the  GCOM  on  priorities 
because  they  have  the  responsibility  to 


Maryland  family  on 
^people  vacation’ 


TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 

DALLAS  —  “Will  you  invite  us  into 
your  home  for  an  evening  meal?” 

That  question  in  a  TM/  UMR  letter  to 
the  editor  published  Oct.  18  started  a 
Maryland  family  on  a  14-state  “people 
vacation”  which  is  scheduled  to  end  this 
weekend. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Max  Chambers,  who 
operate  a  small  farm  near  Salisbury, 
Md.,  determined  last  summer  that  “it 
was  time  for  a  vacation”  and  decided  as 
soon  as  they  sold  their  next  flock  of 
chickens  they  would  be  on  their  way .  The 
problem  was  where  to  go  and  what  to  do. 

Finally  they  hit  on  the  idea  of  taking  a 
“people  vacation”  rather  than  a  “thing 
vacation."  Being  United  Methodists, 
they  wrote  a  letter  to  the  editor  of 
TM/  UMR  giving  their  planned  route 
and  asking  for  readers  to  offer  an 
evening  meal  and  conversation  for  them 
and  their  three  children,  ages  4,  6  and  8. 

The  Chambers  received  about  30  let¬ 
ters  offering  meals  or  meals  and  lodging. 
About  a  third  of  the  offers  could  not  be 
accepted  because  of  the  problems  of 
matching  them  with  the  family’s  travel 
route.  The  Chambers  left  Maryland  on 
Dec.  1  and  by  the  time  they  visited 
TM/  UMR  offices  in  Dallas  on  Dec.  10 


believe 
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Anti-textbook  march 


CHARLESTON,  W.  Va.  —  Dr.  Carl  Mclntire  [center,  dark  coatj,  the 
fundamentalist  radio  preacher,  flanked  by  the  Rev.  Marvin  Horan  [left],  pastor  of 
the  Leewood  Freewill  Baptist  Church,  and  the  Rev.  Ezra  Graley.  pastor  of  Summit 
Ridge  Church  of  God,  leads  some  2,000  demonstrators  in  a  “national  rally”  against 
the  controversial  English  textbooks.  The  demonstrators  marched  in  cold,  rainy 
weather  to  the  Charleston  Civic  Center  for  the  rally. 
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they  had  had  meals  or  lodging  with  11 
different  United  Methodist  families. 

“We  have  had  a  wonderful  time  and 
have  not  met  a  person  we  didn’t  like,” 
Mr.  Chambers  said  while  in  Dallas.  “We 
have  discovered  that  people  have  a  lot 
more  in  common  than  differences.” 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chambers  said  most 
persons  who  offered  meals  or  lodging 
tended  to  be  middle-aged  or  older  and  for 
the  most  part  were  “upper-middle 
class."  “They  tended  to  be  the  kind  of 
people  that  when  we  drove  up  in  front  of 
their  houses  we  would  automatically  say 
to  the  children  ‘Don't  touch  anything,’  ” 
Mr.  Chambers  said. 

The  Chambers  said  they  wouldn’t 
recommend  such  a  vacation  for  every¬ 
one.  “Unless  you’re  the  kind  of  person 
who  can  meet  someone  one  minute  and 
feel  relaxed  with  them  the  next,  this 
could  be  a  bad  vacation,"  Mr.  Chambers 
said.  “You  have  to  be  willing  to  really 
share  yourself.” 

He  said  that  if  the  family  has  learned 
any  one  most  important  thing  on  the  trip 
it  has  been  that  “people  are  more  open 
and  trusting  than  we  give  them  credit 
for.”  He  gave  the  example  of  one  woman 
they  stayed  over  night  with  who  left  for 
work  the  next  morning  with  them  still  in 
the  house. 

“She  just  told  us  to  help  ourselves  to 
breakfast  and  then  left,"  Mr.  Chambers 
said.  "It’s  amazing  how  trusting  people 
will  be  if  you  are  open  with  them.” 


Where’s  your 
caroling  license? 

DAYTON,  Ohio  (RNS)  Under  a  new 
Dayton  City  Council  ruling,  designed  to 
minimize  the  “commercializing”  of 
caroling,  Christmas  carolers  will  be 
required  to  obtain  a  permit.  The  licenses 
are  free. 

Councilman  John  Wiseman  said  the 
regulation  resulted  from  complaints  by 
residents  that  some  “commercialized" 
carolers  “harass  and  heckle  those  who 
won’t  contribute”  to  their  causes. 

“One  poor  woman  even  had  her  porch 
set  fire,  because  she  told  the  carolers  she 
enjoyed  their  singing  but  didn’t  think  she 
had  to  pay  for  it,”  the  councilman 
claimed. 

Mayor  Miles  Vaught  said  most 
carolers  from  youth  and  civic  groups 
“aren't  the  type  who  will  open  their 
hands  to  fill  their  pockets  with  change. 
Normally,  you  would  think  such  un¬ 
derhandedness  would  go  along  with  off- 
key  singing;  that  doesn’t  seem  to  be  the 
case." 


much  of  the  authority.  Yet  such  a 
prediction,  most  agree,  has  not  come  to 
pass. 

The  general  secretaries  of  the  two 
councils,  see  no  real  power  struggle  be¬ 
tween  their  agencies  and  agree  the  duties 
of  their  councils  are  definied  and  are  in 
no  way  overlapping  or  competitive.  In 
the  following  two  interviews  with 
TM/UMR,  Dr.  Paul  Church,  general 
secretary  of  GCOM  and  Dr.  R.  Bryan 
Brawner,  general  secretary  of  GCFA. 
discuss  their  views  on  “power”  within 
the  United  Methodist  Church  as  it  relates 
to  their  agencies.  Both  men  have  pre¬ 
viously  announced  plans  for  retirement 
—  Dr.  Church  in  July  1975  and  Dr. 
Brawner  in  April  1976. 


agency  | 

keep  their  fingers  on  the  pulse  of  the 
church  and  the  needs  for  programs.  We 
could  make  our  decisions  without 
listening,  but  we  won’t  do  that.” 

Dr.  Brawner  said  that  it  is  in  this 
cooperation  between  GCOM  and  GCFA 
that  the  real  power  exists.  He  said  there 
is  no  competition,  but  rather  a  joint 
power  of  cooperation. 

“After  all,  we  don’t  control  the  money 
situation  of  the  United  Methodist  Church. 
The  local  churches  do  that,”  Dr. 
Brawner  said.  “We  simply  take  what  is 
made  available  and  make  sure  it  is  used 
in  keeping  with  the  proper  priorities.” 

Dr.  Brawner  said  that  one  of  the  most 
important  results  of  the  past  two  and  a 
half  years  in  the  development  of  both 
councils  has  been  that  the  mood  has  not 
been  one  of  a  power  struggle  but  one  of 
cooperation. 

“We  have  both  been  going  through  a 
maturing  process,"  he  said.  “Our  basic 
roles  have  been  defined  by  the  “Dis¬ 
cipline.”  We  have  tried  to  follow  both  the 
word  and  the  spirit  of  the  “Discipline”  as 
it  relates  to  our  functions.” 

He  continued  to  stress  that  it  is 
“essential”  for  the  GCOM  and  the  GCFA 
to  work  together  and  that  matters  of  who 
holds  more  power  should  be  left  up  to 
those  persons  who  have  time  to  worry 
about  such  things. 

Regarding  his  own  role  in  the 
development  of  the  GCFA  and  its 
relationships  with  the  GCOM,  Dr. 
Brawner  said  he  is  happy  to  have  been 
able  to  serve  as  general  secretary  during 
this  time.  Regarding  his  announced  plans 
to  retire  at  the  end  of  General  Conference 
in  1976,  he  said  he  does  not  see  that  his 
retirement  will  have  any  real  impact  on 
the  direction  of  GCFA. 

“We’re  just  going  to  continue  to  do 
what  we  have  been  assigned  to  do,”  he 
said.  “It’s  all  down  in  black  and  white 
and  is  enough  for  anyone  to  get  done.” 

Appeal  asks 
$1  million 
to  save  AMU 

TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 

DALLAS  —  A  group  of  “concerned 
United  Methodists”  are  launching  a  $1- 
million  campaign  to  keep  Alaska 
Methodist  University  doors  open. 

An  appeal  to  help  raise  $1,000  from 
1,000  individuals  “to  try  to  save  AMU” 
went  out  last  week  to  600  laypersons  and 
episcopal  leaders  primarily  in  the  South¬ 
west  from  AMU  Texas  field  represen¬ 
tative  Roy  L.  Farrow,  of  Dallas,  Mr. 
Farrow  told  TM/  UMR. 

AMU  trustees  announced  Nov.  8  that 
financial  troubles  would  force  the 
university  to  close  down  by  June,  1975. 

The  trustees’  decision  to  sell  the 
school’s  campus  in  Anchorage  and  create 
a  foundation  for  liberal  arts  and  sciences 
met  with  some  concern  when  it  was 
reviewed  in  Nashville  Dec.  6  by  the 
University  Senate,  accrediting  body  for 
all  United  Methodist-related  educa¬ 
tional  institutions. 

The  Senate  said  it  had  no  quarrel  with 
the  authority  of  the  AMU  board  to  sell  the 
campus,  but  it  did  express  concern  over 
the  board’s  intention  to  use  proceeds 
from  the  sale  to  form  a  private  foun¬ 
dation. 

By  resolution  the  Senate  urged  the 
trustees  to  “seek  diligently  alternatives 
to  the  demise  of  AMU  and  its  educational 
and  missional  purposes  in  Alaska." 

Mr.  Farrow  said  he  is  optimistic  about 
the  appeal  for  funding  by  concerned 
United  Methodists.  “Once  people  realize 
the  importance  of  this  mission  effort,  I 
think  we  can  save  the  university,”  he 
said. 

Mrs.  Ford  experiences 
religious  ‘ awakening ’ 

WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  (EP)  —  “I  am  a 
religious  person,  and  I  had  a  real 
awakening,”  Mrs.  Gerald  Ford  reflected 
following  her  mastectomy. 

“I  thought  that  I  had  been  searching 
for  something  in  the  Bible  and  in  my 
religion  during  my  whole  life,  but  I  never 
reached  it.  But  when  I  came  through  this 
I  thought  that  I  really  was  a  child  of 
Christ.  To  experience  such  a  beautiful 
thing  was  to  me  almost  worth  what  I  had 
to  go  through.  Sometimes  I  think  you 
have  to  go  through  those  things  to  find 
yourself.” 
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Dr.  Graham  applauds  writer's  courage 

STOCKHOLM  —  The  world's  best-known  evangelist  met  the  world  s  best  known 
living  Russian  novelist  here.  Billy  Graham  and  Alexander  Solzhenitsyn  met 
privately  for  more  than  an  hour.  The  exiled  author  was  in  Stockholm  to  accept  his 
Nobel  Prize  for  Literature,  and  the  evangelist  was  on  the  first  stop  of  a  trip  to 
several  European  countries. 

“Solzhenitsyn  has  the  kind  of  intellect  and  moral  courage  that  the  world  so 
desperately  needs  today,"  Mr.  Graham  said  after  their  meeting  December  X.  “His 
grasp  of  both  history  and  theology  is  amazing." 

Earlier  this  year,  the  l  .S.  Senate  unanimously  authorized  the  President  to  declare 
Mr.  Solzhenitsyn  an  honorary  U.S.  citizen,  making  him  only  the  second  person  ever 
to  have  been  accorded  that  distinction.  (Winston  Churchill  was  the  first.) 

RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 

Male  is  secretary  for 
300  women  in  guild 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

ROSSFORD,  Oh.  —  What’s  it  like  to  be 
the  lone  man  among  300  female  members 
of  a  Toledo  district  United  Methodist 
Women’s  service  guild? 

Just  great,  says  68-year-old  retired 
bachelor  John  C.  Dietz.  Guild  members 
obviously  approve:  they  elected  Mr. 
Dietz  their  corresponding  secretary  a 
month  after  he  joined  them  last  spring. 

It  all  began  when  the  United  Methodist 
Women  at  Rossford  UMC  were  looking 
for  someone  to  represent  them  on  the 
guild,  an  organization  of  district  church 
women  who  run  a  community  mission 
center  in  downtown  Toledo.  Mr.  Dietz 
was  available,  and  the  rest  is  history. 

“I’m  happy,  the  Lord  is  happy  — 
there’s  a  smile  on  His  face,  I’m  sure  — 
and  the  gals  are  happy.  The  Lord  has 
used  bachelors  before,”  he  notes  wryly, 
calling  himself  a  natural  for  the  new  job, 
with  “time,  dedication  to  mission,  and  a 
car.” 

That  same  dedication  has  led  the 
former  shipping  clerk  far  beyond  the 
confines  of  Toledo,  as  he  expands  an 
ambitious  “mission”  effort  he  has  made 
his  own. 

Single-handedly  assuming  the  task  of 
sending  personal  birthday  greetings  to 
all  national  and  world  division  members 
of  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  Mr. 
Dietz  will  have  referred  to  the  Board’s 
prayer  calendar  (where  all  missionaries 
and  personnel  are  listed)  some  1,500 
times  by  the  end  of  1974.  Averaging  five 
or  six  hand-typed,  air -mail  letters  a  day, 
he  sends  out  news-filled  communications 
about  missionaries  and  mission 
programs  in  his  area  on  cards  and  en¬ 
velopes  he  has  designed  himself. 

“I  know  a  bit  of  news  and  remem¬ 
brance  is  welcome,  especially  on  that 


special  day,”  he  wrote  recently  to  the 
Rev.  Kenneth  B.  McIntosh,  South- 
Central  Jurisdictional  field  represen¬ 
tative  for  the  Advance  (United 
Methodism’s  second-mile  mission 
program.)  Mr.  McIntosh  received  his 
greeting  right  on  schedule,  November  17. 

In  his  latest  birthday  letters,  Mr.  Dietz 
is  announcing  another  “first”:  he’ll  be 
teaching  a  class  at  the  Friendly  Center  in 
quilt-top  and  afghan  making,  building  on 
a  lifetime’s  experience  in  creating 
needlework  from  his  own  designs. 

He  also  serves  as  missions  work  area 
chairman  at  Rossford,  holds  weekly 
men’s  prayer  meetings  at  his  home,  and 
serves  as  supply  organist  and  choir 
director,  a  position  he  held  full-time  in  a 
number  of  churches  “for  years  and 
years.” 

“One  woman  in  the  service  guild  told 
me  she  was  sure  the  Lord  sent  me  to 
them,”  Mr.  Dietz  told  TM/  UMR. 
Missionaries  and  Global  Ministries  staff 
persons  may  agree:  more  than  200  have 
responded  since  the  Ohio  man  began  his 
prayer  calendar  crusade  in  January. 

Kenyan  Methodist 
joins  Parliament 

NAIROBI  (EPS)  -  The  Rev.  Lawi 
Imathiu,  head  of  the  Methodist  Church  of 
Kenya  and  chairman  of  the  local  ar¬ 
rangements  committee  for  the  Fifth 
Assembly  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches,  has  been  named  a  member  of 
Kenya’s  Parliament  by  President  Jomo 
Kenyatta. 

One  of  12  presidential  appointees 
authorized  by  Kenyan  law,  Mr.  Imathiu 
chairs  the  National  Christian  Council  of 
Kenya  in  addition  to  presiding  over  his 
18,000-member  denomination. 


Classified 

Rate:  25c  per  word,  figure  or  Initial  per  In¬ 
sertion.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on 
contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  In  advance.  Minimum  charge  of  $6.23 

WANTS  TO  BUY:  Two  octave  set  of  handbells. 

Prefer  Schulmerlch.  Contact:  First  UMC.  Box 

74.  Wolfe  City.  Texas  75496.  (214)-496-232S. 

Service  charge  or  blind  ads  $1.00  per  Insertion 

"BUSES-LEASE":  20  percent  discounts  — 
churches,  colleges.  Choir,  mission,  ski  trips. 
Nation-wide  service  from  Texas.  Trav-Con 

Bus  Leasing.  Bob  Evans.  (21 4 >-358-0666  ,  3040 

Park  Lane.  Dallas,  Texas  75220. 

OVER  62  AW)  HEALTHY?  Retire  on  Mon¬ 
terey  Peninsula  In  a  Methodist  retirement 

home.  Entry  and  monthly  fees  provide  com¬ 
prehensive  medical  care,  housekeeping  ser¬ 
vice  and  all  meals.  Walking  distance  to  town. 

Bus  and  taxis  available.  Guaranteed  life  care. 
Write:  Administrator.  Forest  Hill  Manor. 
Pacific  Grove.  Calif.  93950.  (408)-375-5125. 

HOMEPARENTS  NEEDED  for  child  care. 
These  are  full  time  positions  for  married 
couples  with  no  dependents.  In  addition  to 
salary,  we  provide  meals,  laundry  service, 
living  quarters  while  on  duty,  sick  leave;  also 
Insurance  and  retirement  programs  are 
available.  Applicants  must  be  non-smokers, 
non-drinkers,  high  school  graduate,  preferably 
with  college  training.  These  positions  can 
provide  very  rewarding  experiences.  Please 
contact  the  personnel  Department.  Methodist 
Home,  1111  Herring  Ave..  Waco,  Texas  76708. 

PREGNANT?  UNMARRIED?  Give  your  baby  | 

a  home  and  a  chance  at  life!  The  Methodist 
Mission  Home  In  San  Antonio  offers  a  com¬ 
plete.  confldenUal  service  on  your  problems. 

Good  living  situation,  warm  acceptance,  best 
medical  care,  expert  counseling  and  con¬ 
tinuing  high  school  education.  Call  or  write: 

Rev.  Harold  Burkhardt.  6487  Whitby  Rd.,  San 
Antonio.  Texas  78240.  Phone  (512)  696-2410. 

WE  INVITE  YOU  Sunday .  December  15  and  22 
—  1  p.m.  to  5  p.m.  to  select  your  Christmas 
decorations  and  gifts.  Hannah  NIday  Florist. 

5702  Newcastle  at  Blssonnete.  Bel  Air.  Texas. 

EASTER  VACATION  In  England  or  Euope. 

Most  reasonable  prices  In  Dallas.  Depart  and 
return  Dallas.  Special  student  lours  with 
chaperones,  first  class  for  adults.  Call  Hilliard 
Griffin.  (214>-824-2522.  nlghts-weekends  270- 
2155. 

MINISTERS:  CONTINUING  EDUCATION. 

Join  Methodists  expanding  intellectual 
horizons  through  directed  external  studies. 
Graduate  programs  based  on  traditional 
standards  available  to  disciplined  students 
everywhere.  Brochure:  The  Geneva 
Theological  College  In  Indiana.  3037-45th. 
Highland.  Ind.  46322. 

METROPOLITAN  CHURCH  SEEKS  person  to 
serve  as  minister  to  the  neighborhood  In 
stabilized.  Integrated  community.  Will  con¬ 
sider  lay  or  clergy.  For  further  details,  con¬ 
tact:  Rev.  Robert  W.  Gordon,  Grace  United 
Methodist  Church,  6199  Waterman,  St.  Louis, 

Mo.  63112. 

HONOR  LOYALTY:  Fifty  year  United 
Methodist  pin,  $1.25.  Seventy-five  year.  $2.50. 

Sold  only  to  churches.  Postpaid  If  cash  with 
order.  Southwest  District.  1402  West  Second, 
McCook.  Nebr.  69001. 

BIBLE  HOSPITAL  BOOK  BINDING  -  30 
years  In  business.  Samples,  price  lists, 
testimonials  sent  on  request  412  South  St. 

Paul,  Dallas.  Texas  7520L  (214  >-747-4540. 

MUSIC  WANTED  TO  PURCHASE:  We  need 

40  copies  of  "The  Crucifixion”  by  Stainer, 
published  by  Schlrmer.  Used  but  In  good 
condition.  Contact:  Choir  Director,  Rldgevlew 
Presbyterian  Church.  12717  Marsh  Lane, 
Dallas.  Texas. 

NOW  ACCEPTING  APPLICATIONS  for 
'  positions  of  Superintendent.  Maintenance 

Personnel  and  Cook  Foreman  for  United 

NEW.  LARGE  SCRIPTURE  GREETINu 
NOTES:  4  beautiful  designs.  12  notes.  Lovely 
gift.  Free  catalog.  Send  $2.00.  Olive  Tree.  Box 

50,  Dept.  TM.  Brookevllle,  Md.  20729. 

Salaries  negotiable  and  excellent  side  benefits. 
Prefer  mature,  experienced  United 
Methodists.  Write:  Positions,  TM-UMR.  Box 

1076.  Dallas.  Texas  75221.  All  Inquiries  con¬ 
fidential.  i 

STEWARDSHIP  MESSAGE:  By  layman.  For 
Sunday  service  or  special  meeting.  Additional 
suggestions  for  effective  stewardship  response 
by  members.  Fee  plus  transportation.  Robert 
Anthes,  40 5- 37th  St..  Des  Moines.  Iowa  50312. 

YOUR  SPARE  BOOKS  of  trading  stamps  will 
be  well  used  toward  a  station  wagon  for  Eliza 
Johnson  Center.  10010  Cullen.  Houston.  Texas. 

The  center  Is  a  nursing  home  far  aged 
Negroes. 
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“The  Bible  is  the  book  of 
all  others  to  be  read  at  all 
ages  and  in  all  conditions  of 
human  life.”  —  Selected 


?  kins  announces 
events  of  interest 


Bishop’s  Message 

Whatever  else  may  be  our  memories  of  1974,  we  have  to  say  it  was  the  year  of 
Watergate.  Now  that  much  of  the  excitement  has  settled  and  many  of  the  facts 
stand  in  nakedness,  I  have  some  reflections  that  might  be  shared.  Surely  you 
also  have  some  feelings  about  this  episode  in  the  history  of  our  nation.  Whatever 
history  teaches  us  must  come  through  our  understanding  of  adversity  as  well  as 
through  our  experience  of  success.  Perhaps  it  is  at  the  point  of  the  former  that 
we  now  must  learn. 

The  first  impression  of  Watergate  is  one  that  may  seem  irrelevant.  I  think  of 
Mrs.  Pat  Nixon,  who,  through  all  these  troubles,  has  appeared  to  be  serene, 
apparently  courageous,  calm,  and  loyal  Her  burden  and  agony  must  be 
enormous  beyond  comprehension,  the  extent  of  which  no  one  will  ever  know.  It 
is  amazing  to  me  that  she  has  not  in  some  way  broken  under  all  of  this,  but  I 
think  of  what  seems  to  be  the  strength  of  her  character,  and  it  is  an  impression 
to  carry  for  a  long  time.  My  prayers  have  reached  out  to  Mrs.  Nixon  and  the 
members  of  that  family. 

The  second  reflection  that  comes  from  Watergate  has  to  do  with  a  scripture. 
There  is  a  New  Testament  passage  that  most  people  ignore,  and  that  is 
“Whatsoever  a  man  soweth  .  .  .  ”.  Also,  there  are  those  remarks  that  the 
Master  made  about  grapes  and  thistles  and  thorns.  Whatever  else  Watergate 
has  done,  it  has  borne  out  some  of  those  passages,  and  many  have  come  to  see 
the  truth  of  them.  (Why  does  anybody  ever  doubt  the  scriptures  in  the  first 
place?) 

A  third  reflection  leads  to  two  expressions  of  appreciation.  The  first  is  a 
feeling  of  gratitude  to  those  who  refused  to  shout  “guilty!”  until  the  real 
evidence  was  present  and  known.  Every  reasonable  person  surmised  some 
measure  of  guilt  in  some  people  from  the  very  beginnings  of  this  sordid  story, 
but  many  refused  to  jump  to  the  enticing  but  unprovable  conclusions  without 
sufficient  substance  so  to  do.  Those  who  reserved  judgment  until  the  real 
evidence  was  presented  are  those  whose  sensible  perspective  may  be  depended 
upon  to  preserve  us  in  any  future  emotionally-fraught  crisis.  I  salute  them.  I 
also  salute  those  who  reluctantly  but  doggedly  pursued  the  evidence  at  hand, 
doing  so  in  the  interest  of  the  country.  I  have  nothing  but  a  feeling  of  sorrow  and 
extreme  disappointment  for  those  who  made  personal  political  capital  of  any 
apsect  of  Watergate. 

This  leads  to  a  comment.  There  are  two  major  things  that  stand  between  us 
and  barbarism  in  this  country.  One,  of  course,  is  the  Judaeo-Christian  tradition, 
from  which  have  been  derived  many  of  the  ideals  that  established  and  gave 
strength  to  this  nation.  The  other  is  a  body  of  certain  elements  in  jurisprudence 
in  the  Anglo-Saxon  tradition  —  certain  principles,  assumptions,  and  rules  of 
evidence  that  protect  the  innocent  on  one  hand,  but  slowly  provide  for  judgment 
of  the  guilty  on  the  other,  all  the  while  recognizing  the  dignity  of  every  person. 
The  presumption  of  innocence  until  guilt  is  actually  proven;  the  rules  of 
evidence  applied  in  court  and  legal  proceedings;  and  the  many  tedious  and 
tortuous  legal  procedures  that  often  make  justice  seem  cumbersome  and  make 
us  all  impatient  —  .these  are  the  elements  in  our  long  tradition  of  jurisprudence 
that  are  the  surest  protection  of  many  of  the  values  in  our  society,  and  they 
form  one  of  the  best  guarantees  of  our  defense  against  ultimate  social  and 
political  terror.  While  some  parts  of  the  Watergate  story  reflect  unbelievable 
apathy  and  unnecessary  red  tape,  the  fact  remains  that  any  hurried  solution  to 
the  problems  involving  so  many  people  of  the  government  would  have  been 
greeted  with  a  backlash  of  response  that  could  have  actually  toppled  this 
republic. 

I,  for  one,  am  a  layman  in  the  field  of  law,  but  I  cherish  the  grand  traditions  of 
jurisprudence  that  began  in  the  English  courts  many  centuries  ago.  With  all  the 
defects  in  this  grand  tradition,  these  are  still  our  best  protection  against  easily- 
swayed  social  and  political  catastrophe 

Fourth— I  have  tried  to  make  some  sense  of  the  recent  Nixon  presidency.  As  a 
common  citizen,  I  shall  try  to  remember  some  of  the  outstanding  achievements 
of  that  administration,  especially  in  the  realm  of  foreign  affairs,  i.e.,  the 
disengagement  from  the  Vietnam  war,  the  effort  to  adopt  new  attitudes  toward 
China,  the  efforts  at  trade  balances,  the  SALT  talks,  detente,  the  massive  effort 
to  bring  peace  in  the  Near  East,  the  selection  of  Mr.  Kissinger  for  his  vital  post 
—  and  many  other  items.  His  administration  was  not  a  total  blank. 

I  shall  also  remember  that  power  tends  to  corrupt  and  that  no  matter  how 
brilliant  the  achievement,  one’s  personal  standards  are  in  the  long  run  decisive. 
But  in  my  memories  of  the  Nixon  administration,  however  bad  some  aspects  of 
it  obviously  are,  I  prefer  to  concentrate  on  the  best  in  his  years  in  the  White 
House,  while  not  forgetting  the  worst.  To  me,  this  is  a  patriotic  duty. 

Regardless  of  political  affiliation  or  any  other  consideration,  as  one  private 
citizen,  I  shall  give  as  responsible  support  to  President  Ford  as  I  know  how  to 
give,  and  shall  try  to  give  him  the  benefit  of  doubt  at  all  times,  being  open- 
minded  to  his  proposals  as  he  seeks  to  reconcile  and  heal,  and  being  responsible 
and  restrained  in  the  expression  of  judgment,  pro  and  con,  concerning  his  ef¬ 
forts.  For  this  is  no  time  for  “politics  as  usual.”  What  is  at  stake  here  may  be 
something  much  more  important.  Admittedly,  President  Ford  has  made  some 
mistakes  already,  but  who  among  us  wouldn’t  have  made  some  mistakes  of 
equal  proportion?  I  may  sound  like  a  Fourth  of  July  orator  of  the  old  school,  but 
am  prepared  to  say  that  this  is  a  time  when  Americans  truly  must  be  more 
compassionate,  more  dedicated,  more  understanding,  and  less  ready  to 
criticize,  less  eager  to  be  vindictive,  and  less  inclined  to  political  motivation 
than  ever  before.  What’s  wrong  with  loving  your  country  so  much  as  that  you 
want  to  do  something  to  heal  it  and  to  rise  above  some  of  the  bad  things  that 
have  happened? 

Watergate  is  behind.  Reflect  on  it  as  you  will,  and  every  person  will  come  up 
with  a  little  different  assessment.  Our  country  has  a  great  future,  despite  in¬ 
flation,  crime,  and  all  the  rest;  I  enter  1975  believing  that  the  good  Lord  hasn’t 
forgotten  us  all,  (though  some  of  us  seem  to  have  forgotten  Him),  and  I  want  to 
be  among  those  who  remember. 

Now,  the  above  was  written  hurriedly,  and  is  passed  to  you  without  correc¬ 
tion,  in  the  belief  that  in  this  instance,  an  unplanned  sentiment  may  be  more 
genuine  and  real  than  a  carefully  worded  one.  What’s  wrong  with  making  1975 
the  best  year  we’ve  ever  had? 


Three  from  Louisiana  serve  94th  Congress 


In  an  effort  to  continue  to  expand 
continuing  education  opportunities  for 
lay  and  professional  church  persons, 
Perkins  School  of  Theology,  SMU,  has 
announced  the  beginning  of  the  “Institute 
of  Theology”  with  the  first  offering 
scheduled  in  January  of  1975. 

Dr.  Howard  Grimes,  Professor  of 
Christian  Education  at  Perkins,  and 
Coordinator  of  Lay  Theological 
Education  for  the  Seminary,  has  worked 
closely  with  the  Perkins  Continuing 
Education  Department  under  the 
direction  of  Dick  Murray  in  bringing 
together  the  first  course  offerings  for 
Winter  and  Spring  of  1975  in  the  new 
Perkins  Institute.  Doctor  Grimes  points 
out  that  the  Institute  of  Theology  is  an 
attempt  on  the  part  of  Perkins  to  offer 
opportunities  for  study  of  various  aspects 
of  the  Christian  faith  and  life,  primarily 
for  lay  persons.  It  is  anticipated  that  a 
course  of  study  leading  to  certification  in 
the  Institute  will  be  worked  out  in  the 
near  future.  Courses  do  not  carry 
academic  credit. 

For  a  complete  brochure  giving  dates, 
times,  costs,  and  for  more  general  in¬ 
formation,  interested  persons  should 
contact  Office  of  Continuing  Education, 
Perkins  School  of  Theology,  SMU, 
Dallas,  Texas  75275. 

Laity  Week  Scheduled  February  6-8 

The  second  annual  Laity  Week  at 
Perkins  will  be  held  on  the  Perkins 
campus,  February  6-8,  1975.  The  event 
will  be  the  second  endeavor  of  this  type  in 
serious  lay  theological  education  for  all 
members  of  the  laity,  both  men  and 
women. 

The  Laity  Week  lectures  will  feature 
Dr.  Albert  C.  Outler,  Research  Professor 
of  Theology  at  Perkins.  He  will  be  lec¬ 
turing  on  the  theme  “Wesley’s  Gospel.” 

Both  courses  and  seminars  will  be 
offered  during  the  three-day  event.  The 
faculty  will  offer  condensations  of  many 
of  its  regular  courses  and  seminars 
planned  especially  for  lay  persons. 
Courses  are  planned  to  meet  on  Thursday 
afternoon  and  Friday  of  Laity  Week,  with 
the  seminars  meeting  on  Saturday. 

It  is  expected  that  some  150  lay  persons 
will  be  involved  in  this  study.  For  more 
information  and  a  complete  brochure  on 
Laity  Week,  address:  Office  of  Con¬ 
tinuing  Education,  Perkins  School  of 


Historical  Love  Feast 


at  Trinity  Church 


Robert  B.  Crichlow,  Jr. 


The  Rev.  John  Lawson,  Professor  of 
Church  History,  Candler  School  of 
Theology,  Emory  University,  Ga.,  was 
guest  preacher  at  Trinity  Church,  Jen¬ 
nings,  on  December  1.  At  the  evening 
service,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Lawson  led  a  Love 
Feast. 

He  explained  the  Love  Feast,  with  its 
biblical  and  historical  meanings,  and 
church  members  joined  into  reliving  this 
moment  of  history.  The  service  began 
with  a  Wesley  hymn  of  Thanksgiving, 
followed  by  responsive  prayers  from  the 
Didache,  the  Teaching  of  the  Twelve 
Apostles,  a  Second  Century  work.  The 
service  continued  with  the  hymn  John 
Wesley  chose  for  the  Feast,  “Come  and 
Let  Us  Sweetly  Join,”  and  after  the 
passing  of  the  loaf,  a  cup  of  water  was 
passed.  Significantly,  the  cup  was 
originally  used  in  1844  at  a  love  feast  of 
British  Methodists. 

Following  the  testimonies  from  various 
persons,  the  service  was  closed  with  a 
hymn  and  a  prayer.  The  Rev.  Bob 
Crichlow  is  pastor  of  Trinity. 

John  C.  Holbert, 
associate 

Shown  here  is  the 
Rev.  John  C.  Hol¬ 
bert,  who  became 
associate  pastor  at 
University  Church, 

Lake  Charles,  after 
completing  work 
for  the  PhD  degree 
at  SMU  in  August. 

A  native  of  New 
Castle,  Ind.,  Mr. 

Holbert  received  his 
master’s  degree  in 
Theology  from  the  Perkins  School  of 
Theology.  He  and  Mrs.  Holbert  have  a 
baby  son.  As  associate  pastor  a:  the 
church,  the  Reverend  Mr.  Holbert  will 
have  duties  in  general  pastoral  wo.’k  and 
special  responsibilities  in  the  Mrea  of 
adult  work. 


Theology,  SMU,  Dallas,  Texas  75275. 
Alumni  Council  Looks  at  Ministerial 
Career  Stress  . 

With  emphasis  on  “Ministerial  Career 
Assessment”  and  the  Development 
Program  of  the  Seminary,  the  Perkins 
School  of  Theology  Alumni  Council  met 
last  fall  on  the  campus. 

The  Council  lifted  up  before  the 
Seminary  some  of  the  key  stress  periods 
which  a  minister  will  encounter  in  the 
course  of  the  forty  years  of  ministry  he  or 
she  will  perform.  In  turn,  the  Seminary  is 
better  able  to  look  at  preparation  for  the 
minister  with  regard  to  what  it  is  offering 
both  in  the  degree  curriculum  and 
through  continuing  education  op¬ 
portunities  for  the  minister. 

The  Council  voted  to  embark  upon  an 
effort  to  unite  the  Perkins  Alumni  in  a 
program  for  systematic  financial  sup¬ 
port  of  the  Seminary.  Support  is 
especially  sought  for  the  Perkins  Intern 
Program. 

Members  of  the  Alumni  Council  from 
the  Louisiana  Conference  are:  Robert  Ed 
Taylor,  Shreveport;  John  M.  Winn,  Jr., 
New  Orleans;  and  Carole  Cotton  Winn, 
New  Orleans. 

Perkins  Inter-Term  1975 

Perkins  Inter-Term  1975  will  begin 
January  6, 1975,  offering  a  number  of  two 
and  three-day  courses,  workshops  and 
seminars.  These  include:  Workshop 
Using  Transactional  Analysis  in  Coun¬ 
seling;  Preaching  Workshop;  Doing 
Theology  in  the  Methodist  Tradition; 
Theology  in  Art:  The  Artist  as  Prophet 
and  as  Priest;  Educational  Designs  for 
Family  Dynamics  and  Financial 
Planning.  — 

Information  and  reginration  forms 
may  be  obtained  by  writing  to  Dick 
Murray,  Perkins  School  of  Theology, 
Office  of  Continuing  Education,  SMU, 
Dallas,  Texas  75275. 

Ashram  to  be 
held  Jan.  9-11 

A  United  Christian  Ashram  is 
scheduled  to  be  held  on  January  9-11, 1975 
in  Ruston,  La.,  and  everyone  is  invited  to 
attend.  The  Ashram  has  been  arranged 
by  the  Conference  Board  of  Discipleship. 

An  Ashram  (spiritual  life  retreat)  was 
introduced  to  this  country  from  India  by 
the  world  famous  missionary,  evangelist 
Dr.  E.  Stanley  Jones.  It  is  a  time  when  a 
spiritual  leader  with  his  followers  goes 
apart  for  a  disciplined  corporate  quest 
for  a  deeper  spiritual  growth  that  will 
make  God  more  real  in  one’s  daily  living. 

It  is  based  on  the  fact  that  Christians 
have  one  thing  in  common  —  Jesus 
Christ.  Around  Him  all  can  be  one  while 
differing  about  many  marginal  things. 
One  of  the  mottoes  is:  “Here  we  enter  a 
fellowship.  Sometimes  we  will  differ; 
always  we  will  resolve  to  love  and  unite 
to  serve.” 

The  only  qualification  for  membership 
in  this  fellowship  is  that  you  come  as  you 
are,  but  that  you  want  to  be  different,  to 
be  the  person  God  intends  you  to  be.  The 
Ashram  has  been  called,  appropriately,  a 
healing  of  love  to  body,  mind  and  spirit. 

Mark  it  as  a  MUST  on  your  1975 
calendar! 


Training  workshop 
held  at 


Thompson  Church 


Mrs.  Mae  Taylor 

A  training  workshop,  designed  for 
members  of  local  Councils  on  Ministries, 
was  held  at  Thompson  Church,  New 
Orleans,  on  December  3. 

The  idea  was  conceived  by  Mrs.  Mae 
Taylor,  New  Orleans  District  Downtown 
Ouster  Group  Chairperson.  Mrs.  Taylor 
was  in  charge  of  co-ordinating  the  event. 
Leadership  was  provided  by  the  Rev. 
James  0.  Evans,  chairperson  of  the 
District  Council  on  Ministries,  assisted 
by  the  Rev.  Louis  Augustine,  Jr.,  pastor 
of  Thompson  Church. 

Attendance  and  participation  were 
enthusiastic. 


Three  United  Methodists  from 
Louisiana  will  be  serving  in  the  94th  U.  S. 
Congress.  They  are:  Senator  Russell  B. 
Long;  Representative  David  C.  Treen; 

The  World 
Needs  Jesus 

By  THE  REV.  C.  D  SMALL.. 

“The  world  needs  Jesus  ...  to 
know  what  God  is  like  ...  to  know 
that  God  wants  all  men  to  live  as 
Jesus  lived  ...  to  show  all 
mankind  that  God  loves  and  cares 
for  them.  The  world  needs  Jesus  to 
show  all  mankind  the  pathway 
back  to  God. 

“The  Bible  speaks  to  us  in  John 
3 : 16  of  God’s  love  and  how  He  gave 
his  Son  Jesus  to  save  the  world  .  .  . 
and  through  the  ages  He  governs 
the  world  with  His  wisdom. 

God  revealed  himself  incarnate 
in  the  person  of  Jesus  Christ.  He  is 
a  living  Christ,  for  He  still  saves 
men  from  sins.” 


and  Representative  J.  D.  Waggoner,  Jr. 

The  Congress  lists  a  total  of  82  United 
Methodists  elected  to  serve  beginning  in 
January  1975. 

Senator  Long  is  a  member  of  First 
church,  Baton  Rouge.  Representative 
Waggoner  is  a  member  of  the  Plain 
Dealing  church.  Representative  Treen  is 
a  member  of  the  Munholland  church, 
New  Orleans. 

Human  Relations 
Day  set  January  27 

Human  Relations  Day  has  been  set  for 
Sunday,  January  27,  1975,  and  many 
churches  throughout  United  Methodism 
will  observe  the  special  day.  Other 
churches  may  choose  other  dates.  The 
offering  helps  to  fund  programs  for  self¬ 
development  and  fulfillment  by  all  ethnic 
groups  in  the  Church. 

To  help  aid  in  this  observance,  a  packet 
of  Human  Relations  Day  materials, 
centered  around  the  theme  “One  Church 
—  Many  Cultures,”  was  mailed  to 
pastors  in  November. 


Shown  here  are  some  of  the  youth  from  First  Church,  Pineville,  with  the 
Christmas  trees  which  the  entire  group  made  and  decorated  with  Chrismons  and 
gave  to  members  who  are  in  nursing  homes.  From  left,  back  row:  Greg  Cummings, 
Pam  Pharis,  Gerald  Brackman,  David  Cummings.  Front  row,  from  left,  Russ 
Wenner,  Leah  Bass,  Margie  Henderson,  Mark  Lawrence.  Stone  Caraway  is  pastor. 


Pineville  youth  present  gifts  to  elderly 


Percival  Kane 


Mrs.  Inez  Chrisentery 


i  1975  Circulation  I 
Campaign 

January  19- 
February  14,  1975  iji 

i;  Goal:  j 

12,000  Subscriptions 


keeps  busy  schedule 

Mrs.  Inez  W.  Chrisentery,  newest 
member  of  the  Conference  COM  team, 
but  no  newcomer  to  creative,  con¬ 
structive,  busy  activity,  has  been 
working  on  a  schedule  of  Conference- 
related  service. 

Says,  Mrs.  Chrisentery,  “Identification 
with  The  Louisiana  Conference  Council 
on  Ministries  is  quite  challenging,  ye*k 
very  enjoyable.  Opportunities  for  service 
are  always  available  and  in  the  of¬ 
fering.” 

Since  her  present  affiliation  in  Octoljer, 
she  plunged  immediately  into  worlring 
with  the  three  Districts  with  which  she 
identifies  in  a  direct  way.  She  has 
reviewed  programs  with  the  District 
Superintendents  and  the  Conference 
Director  of  COM.  Ways  were  sought  to 
make  her  identification  a  meaningful 
one. 

She  has  cooperated  with  the  Bo  ard  of 
Global  Ministries  in  completing  District 
and  Cluster  Schools  of  Christian  Mission 
on  the  New  Orleans  and  Shre  veport 
districts.  Also,  she  has  been  given 
assistance  in  planning  a  proposed 
‘‘Mission  Impact”  weekend  on  the 
Lafayette  District,  now  tentatively 
scheduled  for  the  Spring  of  1975. 

Some  of  her  other  activities  include 
participation  in  a  workshop  for  le  aders, 
teachers,  workers  of  pre-school  cl  lildren 
on  the  Lafayette  District;  helping  to  plan 
and  conduct  the  Conference  Work  shop  on 
Religion  and  Race;  instructing  local 
church  teams;  representing  O.ie  Con¬ 
ference  COM  at  the  Conference  Board  of 
Higher  Education  meeting;  preparing 
advance  correspondence  for  the  Con¬ 
ference  Workshop  on  New  Curriculum 
Resources  scheduled  for  March  8,  1975. 

Mrs.  Chrisentery  points  oul;  that  her 
primary  responsibilities  are:  planning; 
goal  setting;  teaching;  leading  workshop 
experiences.  She  notes  that  if  a  local 
church,  district,  or  organization  has  a 
need  for  her  services,  she  will  welcome 
calls  (504  )  387-6938,  or  write  to  her  at: 
1940  Tennessee  Street,  Baton  Rouge,  La. 
70802. 


receives  M.D. 


“JTeW  only- 
just  begun ” 

Well,  here  it  is:  our  25th  edition  of  THE 
LOUISIANA  UNITED  METHODIST, 
published  from  area  offices  in  New 
Orleans.  And,  in  the  words  of  a  song, 
“We’ve  only  just  begun.” 

We  would  like  to  have  told  you  how 
many  column  inches  this  newspaper  has 
published.  We  started  adding,  but  the 
numbers  got  so  large,  we  realized  that 
writing  comes  easier  than  figuring  —  and 
we  don’t  have  an  adding  machine. 

Our  first  issue  came  from  this  office  on 
July  12,  and  since  that  time  it  has  been 
one-a-week-every-week.  It  isn’t  an  easy 
job,  even  when  you  love  it.  But  you  have 
to  love  it  to  turn  out  an  issue  every  week. 
That’s  because  you  love  the  people  for 
whom  you  work:  YOU,  the  Louisiana 
United  Methodist  Conference. 

We  really,  sincerely  want  to  make 
everyone  happy.  At  the  same  time,  we 
know,  practically,  that  this  is  impossible. 
We  do  try.  Sometimes  we  manage  to 
“scrape  up”  enough  money  to  run  an 
extra  page.  (That  also  means  “scraping 
up”  enough  time  and  energy  to  prepare 
the  copy,  make-up  the  page,  and  all  that 
goes  with  it.) 

We  hope,  in  the  weeks  to  come,  that  you 
will  continue  to  send  us  news.  We  hope, 
also,  that  you  will  subscribe,  or  renew 
your  subscription  to  the  newspaper.  We 
hope  that  you  will  continue  to  have  faith 
in  a  Conference  newspaper  as  a  means  of 
Christian  communication.  We  pledge  to 
keep  on  trying. 


Percival  Kane 

Percival  I.  Kane,  a  member  of 
Newman  Church,  Alexandria,  received 
his  M.D.  degree  from  Louisiana  State 
University  School  of  Medicine  in  New 
Orleans  recently. 

A  graduate  of  Peabody  High  School, 
Alexandria,  and  of  Tulane  University,  he 
is  now  interning  at  Charity  Hospital  in 
New  Orleans. 

Doctor  Kane  is  married  to  the  former 
Diane  Wallace  of  Natchez;  Mrs.  Kane  is 
studying  for  her  Masters  degree  in 
Speech  Pathology  at  the  Louisiana  State 
University  School  of  Medicine.  Parents 
of  Doctor  Kane  are  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joseph 
L.  Kane,  of  Alexandria. 

Doctor  Kane  plans  to  practice 
medicine  in  his  home  town  upon  com¬ 
pletion  of  his  residencies. 


Men  of  First  Church,  Lafayette,  prepare  the  Cajun  Cuisine  for  the  annual  fish  fry. 
The  fish  fry  is  a  prelude  to  the  Pony  Express  Stewardship  program. 
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THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Here  I  Stand 


DECEMBER  27, 1974 


What  happened  (or  didn’t)  during  1974?  Where’s  the  Baby  Jesus? 


Our  tradition  has  been  to  reflect  at 
each  year’s  end  on  the  most  significant 
events  and  movements  that  emerged 
within  the  church  during  the  course  of  the 

year. 

As  we  look  back  over  1974,  it  is  tempt¬ 
ing  to  focus  more  on  what  did  not  happen 
than  what  did. 

Compared  with  most  years  in  the 
recent  past,  there  were  few  dramatic 
breakthroughs  or  upheavals  of  church¬ 
wide  significance. 

Several  significant  evangelistic  thrusts 
were  launched,  both  within  and  outside 
the  denomination  during  1974.  But,  so  far, 
they  have  failed  to  generate  widespread 
enthusiasm  and  action  among  the 
church’s  membership.  The  newly  formed 
Evangelical  Missions  Council  and  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  engaged  in 
heated  dialogue  regarding  the 
denomination’s  general  missions  thrust, 
but  by  year’s  end  the  air  of  confrontation 
has  been  largely  replaced  by  creative 
discussions  and  accommodations. 

Following  are  several  things  which  did 
not  happen  during  1974: 

•  No  one  made  any  uncomfortable 
demands  on  the  consciences  of  the 
general  membership.  There  was  talk,  of 
course,  about  feeding  the  hungry  of  the 
world  and  the  responsibility  of  well-fed 
Americans  to  face  and  meet  the  need. 
Yet  no  board,  agency  —  or  individual  for 
that  matter  —  came  up  with  anything 
really  concrete  to  rally  behind,  or  even 
argue  against. 

•  No  church  program  was  initiated 
which  brought  forth  the  wrath  of  the 


denomination’s  right-wingers  or  left¬ 
wingers  or  plentiful  middle.  Voting  in  the 
plenary  sessions  of  the  denomination’s 
boards  and  agencies  was  almost 
unanimously  unanimous  on  a  wide  range 
of  issues.  Many  of  the  issues  were  im¬ 
portant,  but  few  stimulated  widespread 
response  from  the  church’s  membership. 

•  Money  didn’t  even  cause  its  usual 
stir.  The  belt  tightening  of  previous  years 
and  the  decline  in  giving  which 
threatened  to  diminish  foreign  and  home 
missions  and  sent  a  ripple  of  self¬ 
searching  through  the  rank  and  file 
during  1972  and  1973  was  less  an  issue 
during  1974  as  giving  surpassed  all  ex¬ 
pectations. 

'Thank  goodness  for  the  breather,” 
some  of  us  might  say.  When  we  recall  the 
"Black  Manifesto”  and  related  racial 
confrontations  during  1969,  the  General 
Conference’s  “Vietnam  resolution” 
during  1972  and  the  Board  of  Church  and 
Society’s  "impeachment  resolution”  of 

1973,  it  is  not  difficult  to  feel  relieved  by 
the  low  level  of  disturbing  activity  during 

1974.  These  events  and  others  provided 
more  than  enough  drama  to  last  a  decade 
for  many  of  us. 

Still,  our  journalists’  instincts  cause  us 
to  ask:  “Why  was  there  so  little  ‘big 
news’  within  the  church  during  1974?” 

We  believe  the  church’s  lack  of  “big 
news”  during  the  year  was  due  largely  to 
the  preponderance  of  “big  news” 
elsewhere.  The  preoccupation  in 
America  with  governmental  corruption, 
an  unprecedented  change  of  Presidents, 
the  energy  crisis,  and  our  sagging 


God’s  time  and  our  time 


Time  is  a  mystery.  As  symbolized  by 
the  hourglass,  it  is  always  moving  from 
one  point  to  another.  Our  purpose  as  a 
publication  is  to  report  for  you  what 
happens  within  the  church  with  the 
passage  of  time. 

The  editorial  above,  and  much  of  this 
issue  of  TM/  UMR,  focus  on  the  ac¬ 
tivities  of  our  church  during  the  past 
calendar  year.  We  believe  it  Is  important 
for  us  to  be  Informed  regarding  what 
does  and  does  not  happen. 

As  Christians,  however,  we  should 
always  recall  that  life's  meaning  is  not  to 
be  found  solely,  or  even  primarily,  in 
what  occurs  with  the  passage  of 
chronological  time. 

F'or  us,  the  significance  of  ail  time  and 
all  e  vents  is  to  be  measured  in  relation  to 
a  single  event  which  happened  nearly 
1,000  years  ago  in  an  obscure  section  of 


‘Brother,  according  to  this  map,  that  Star 
is  farther  away  than  we  figured!  ” 
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the  Roman  empire :  God  injected  Himself 
into  humanity  and  all  its  worldly 
weaknesses  and  turmoils. 

Those  of  us  who  are  “in  Christ”  are 
commissioned  to  live  according  to  God’s 
time  rather  than  by  such  artificial 
measures  as  the  sand  trickling  through 
an  hourglass. 

Living  by  God’s  time  provides  us  with 
one  of  God’s  greatest  gifts :  a  perspective 
capable  of  absorbing  either  the  shocks  or 
the  dullness  that  chronological  time  may 
hurl  at  us. 

God  in  Christ  is  the  foundation  of  our 
faith  and  life.  Whatever  the  numbers  on 
the  calendar,  we  should  let  no  temporal 
event  of  activity  —  within  or  outside  the 
church  —  blind  us  to  this  essential  fact. 
And,  we  should  share  this  gift  with 
others. 


economy  inevitably  diverted  attention 
from  other  concerns.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
that  this  will  remain  a  phenomenon 
peculiar  to  1974,  and  not  the  beginning  of 
a  long-range  trend. 

A  churchwide  trend  toward  greater 
emphasis  on  the  church’s  mission  at  the 
local  level  accelerated  during  1974;  this 
also  helps  to  explain  the  decline  in  “big 
news”  of  a  general  nature.  With  more 
thought  and  energy  directed  toward  local 
church  concerns,  less  attention  and  in¬ 
terest  was  focused  on  the  church  at  the 
national  level.  This  may  be  regarded  as  a 
positive  trend  worth  continuing  so  long  as 
a  balance  is  maintained  between  local 
and  general  church  emphases. 

What  type  of  church  news  will  1975 
bring?  Should  we  hope  for  a  repeat  of  the 
relative  dullness  and  tranquility  of  1974, 
or  a  return  to  the  often  turbulent  high 
drama  of  previous  years? 

Only  the  church  itself  —  its  leaders,  its 
agencies,  its  pastors,  and  all  its  members 
—  can  determine  the  answer  to  these 
questions.  Our  hope  is  that  the  church  at 
all  levels  will  be  in  the  forefront  of  the 
action  during  1975,  seeking  in  whatever 
ways  it  is  able  to  make  this  world  more 
nearly  a  reflection  of  God’s  Intention  for 
His  creation.  In  whatever  ways  this 
occurs,  we  will  attempt  to  be  there  to 
report  it  for  you. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


By  WILLIAM  C.  SANFORD 
Once  upon  a  time  (1961),  in  a  city  in 
Puerto  Rico  (Mayaguez),  there  lived  a 
minister  (yours  truly),  his  wife  and  pre¬ 
school  daughters.  During  the  Christmas 
season  this  family  became  accustomed 
to  seeing  a  Nativity  Scene  near  the  en¬ 
trance  to  the  local  college.  The  mother 
often  called  out,  “Look!  See  the  baby 
Jesus!” 

One  day  soon  after  Christmas,  the 
family  drove  by  the  college.  Lo  and 
behold,  the  “holy  family”  had  vanished. 
From  the  back  seat  came  the  voice  of  a 
two  and  a  half  year  old.  “Where’s  the 
baby  Jesus?”  From  the  front  seat  came 
the  mother’s  ready  reply,  “They’ve  put 
him  away  until  next  Christmas.” 

Whereupon  the  father  said,  “Man, 
there’s  a  message  in  that  or  I’m  no 
preacher  at  all.” 

Well,  it’s  true,  isn’t  it?  Some  people  do 
put  Jesus  away  from  one  Christmas  to 
the  next,  or  one  Easter  to  the  next,  or  one 
Sunday  to  the  next.  And  that  fact  is 
greatly  to  be  regretted  because  all  the 
world’s  people  urgently  need  the-baby- 
Jesus-become-Christ-the-Lord  as  a  party 
to  the  doings  of  each  day.  Think  what  it 
would  mean  if  every  person  called  on 
Christ  to  gqide  him  in  all  his  actions. 

Fundamentally,  it  would  mean  a  love 
explosion  such  as  the  world  has  never  yet 
witnessed,  except  in  proto-type.  The 
charter  would  be  these  few  words  of 
Jesus :  “I  give  you  a  new  commandment : 
love  one  another;  just  as  I  have  loved 
you,  you  also  must  love  one  another.” 
(John  13:34  JB). 

The  applications  of  this  charter  could 
fill  a  book  and  would  certainly  make 
fantastic  changes  in  human  society. 
Consider! 

People  who  love  as  Christ  loves  Would 
always  treat  others  as  they  themselves 
would  like  to  be  treated.  Therefore,  they 
would  never  attack  a  person  physically 

—  or  verbally.  Poof!  Mankind  delivered 
from  thousands  of  cases  of  injured  bodies 

—  and  hurt  feelings! 

People  who  love  as  Christ  loves  would 
not  steal.  Subtract  from  the  human  scene 
all  robbery,  all  burglary,  all  shoplifting, 
all  embezzlement,  all  fraud. 

People  who  love  as  Christ  loves  would 
not  discount  any  person  on  account  of  the 
color  of  his  skin  or  the  country  of  his 
birth.  Check  off  nreludice  and 
discrimination  from  the  list  of  existing 
social  evils. 

People  who  love  as  Christ  loves  would 
work  earnestly  to  preserve,  protect  and 
defent  our  environment.  Imagine!  Clean 
air.  Pure  water.  No  more  pesticide 
poisoning  or  radio-active  fallout.  An  end 


to  littering ! 

People  who  love  as  Christ  loves  would 
today  strictly  limit  the  size  of  their 
families,  recognizing  that  over- 
populating  “spaceship  earth”  is  now 
immoral  and  irresponsible.  The  result  of 
their  self-restraint?  An  excellent  chance 
to  deal  a  death  blow  to  hunger,  ignorance 
and  poverty. 

People  who  love  as  Christ  loves  would 
not  take  unwarranted  risks  of  injuring 
either  their  own  or  others’  bodies. 
Presto!  We’re  free  of  problems  stem¬ 
ming  from  alcohol,  tobacco  and  other 
drugs. 

People  who  love  as  Christ  loves  would 
not  exploit  man’s  natural  interests  in  sex 
for  personal  profit.  Exit  salacious  and 
pornographic  literature  and  films! 

People  who  love  as  Christ  loves  would 
not  gamble.  Gone,  a  source  of  misery  in 
many  families  —  not  to  mention  forcing 
the  Mafia  to  make  a  honest  living. 

People  who  love  as  Christ  loves  would 
be  generous  with  their  time  and  skills 


and  dollars.  They  would  be  engaged  in 
self-improvement.  They  would  be  self- 
disciplined,  responsible,  considerate, 
cheerful.  Wouldn’t  all  that  cause*  human 
society’s  stock  to  soar? 

Yes,  if  everyone  lived  a  Christ-directed 
life  every  day,  it  would  indeed  make  a 
phenomenal  difference. 

Can  it  happen?  Well,  I  don’t  see 
anything  keeping  it  from  happening 
except  us,  do  you?  Each  of  us  can  begin 
with  himself  ;  each  of  us  can  take  to  heart 
the  challenge  of  Phillips  Brooks:  “Be 
such  a  man  and  live  such  a  life,  that  if 
every  man  were  such  as  you,  and  every 
life  a  life  like  yours,  this  earth  would  be 
God’s  Paradise.” 

“Here  I  Stand ”  is  a  forum  through 
which  TM-JJMR  readers  may 
express  their  concerns  and  opinions 
about  this  church. 

This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev. 
William  C.  Sanford,  is  a  United 
Methodist  pastor  in  Crescent  City, 
California. 


On  the  TM/UMR  Beat 


A  guide  for  understanding 
&>ss  this  year’s  ‘ bureaucratese ’ 

RiiH  Hprrnn  *•' 


Bud  Herron 

As  a  United  Methodist  layman  who  has 
spent  a  good  part  of  adult  life  working  for 
or  around  the  church  —  and  the  last 
several  months  reporting  on  churchwide 
events  —  I’m  beginning  to  develop  an 
understanding  of  a  language  I  call 
“church  bureaucratese.” 

.  It's  the  official,  coded  language  of 
those  persons  who  are  professional 
church  workers  at  the  national  level  and 
of  those  local  pastors  who  are  “in”  this 
year.  My  journalistic  instincts  tell  me 
there  is  a  code  book  somewhere  that  sets 
down  all  the  words  and  phrases 
necessary  to  learn  this  language.  There 
must  be  some  such  source,  because  from 
coast  to  coast  the  language  varies  very 
little. 

To  learn  the  language  properly,  there 
are  a  few  basic  words  and  phrases  that 
must  be  mastered.  (These  words  may  not 
match  any  list  you  compiled  during  the 
past  year.  National  bureaucrats  get 
together  at  annual  meetings  each  fall  and 
change  them  to  keep  those  not  "in” 
confused.) 

This  Is  what  the  "Incredible  top  five” 
looks  like  as  1974  draws  to  a  close: 

1.  Holistic  —  This  is  probably  the 
"blggy”  of  the  year.  At  the  national  level 
it  has  become  so  common  that  no  one 


Are  we  willing  to  invest  in  peace? 


To  the  Editor: 

Two  of  the  most  used  words  in  the 
"Christian”  language  are  love  and 
peace.  Love  helps  form  the  basic  foun¬ 
dation  of  our  beliefs  —  the  first  com¬ 
mandment. 

We  sing  “they’ll  know  we  are 
Christians  by  our  love,”  but  do  we  really 
believe  we  represent  love  when  we  face 
global  realities?  Does  our  love  cause  us 
to  spend  over  half  of  our  tax  dollar  for 
current  military  expenditures  to  produce 
“overkill”  —  excessive  numbers  of 
nuclear  weapons  —  when  a  moderate 
number  would  still  provide  adequate 
defense? 

In  the  face  of  human  needs,  when  we 
are  being  asked  to  tighten  our  belts, 
should  we  not  question  the  use  of  our 
money  and  resources?  Can  we  justify  the 
use  of  our  diminishing  natural  resources 
for  armaments  rather  than  for  plows, 
seeds,  fertilizers,  and  other  instruments 
of  peace  to  aid  the  hungry,  cold,  and  ill  — 
our  brothers  and  sisters  here  and 
abroad? 

History  has  illustrated  that  the  real 
power  of  a  nation  lies  in  the  moral  fiber  of 
its  people.  We  are  now  the  most  powerful 
country  in  the  world  economically  and 
militarily.  Are  we  the  most  powerful 
spiritually? 

While  living  in  the  Third  World  for  5V4 
years,  more  than  once  we  were  asked  in 
essence  “Why  is  it  that  you  Western 
nations  who  claim  to  follow  the  Prince  of 
Peace  are  the  ones  who  manufacture 
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1974  reader-response  in  review 

Amnesty,  alcohol,  funeral  top  issues 


By  PAT  SITES 
Staff  Writer 

fPLat  do  amnesty,  the  use  of  alcohol 
atrii  the  planning  of  one’s  own  funeral 
few*  in  common? 

They  were  issues  which  sparked  high 
levels  of  interest  among  TM/  UMR 
readers  during  1974. 

If  the  editor’s  mailbox  is  any  criterion, 
it  was  clearly  the  amnesty  question  that 
t>pped  the  list. 

Debating  vigorously  in  letters-to-the- 
editor  columns,  readers  may  have  dif¬ 
fered  on  what  the  Christian  perspective 
on  amnesty  should  be,  but  they  obviously 
welcomed  the  chance  to  examine  it. 

When  TM/  UMR  invited  readers  to 
respond  to  a  “Question  Box”  survey  on 
the  granting  of  amnesty  to  Vietnam  war 
resisters  and  draft  evaders,  more  than 
800  did.  Nearly  three-fourths  favored 
some  kind  of  amnesty,  although  they 
disagreed  on  the  form.  But  60  percent 
said  Christians  should  base  their  stand 
primarily  on  Christian  values. 

In  what  some  considered  a  related* 
issue  —  and  others  vehemently  did  not  — 
the  pardon  of  President  Nixon  also  drew 
strong  comment  from  readers. 

A  survey  on  a  more  directly  church- 
related  issue  provoked  less  response. 
Only  415  readers  sent  in  opinions  on 
enforcing  United  Methodist  Social 
Principles  in  labor-management 
disputes  at  church -related  institutions  a 


concern  sparked  by  a  prolonged  strike  at 
Pikeville  (Ky.)  Methodist  Hospital. 
Respondents  were  nearly  evenly  divided 
on  the  question  of  whether  the  Social 
Principles  should  be  considered  binding 
as  church  law. 

But  two  personal  concerns  may  have 
struck  readers  closer  to  home  than  many 
official  church  or  government  actions: 
Christian  responsibility  and  the  con¬ 
sumption  of  alcohol,  and  the  merits  of 
advance  planning  of  funeral  services. 

Obviously  intrigued  with  a  TM/  UMR 
column  in  which  Editor  Spurgeon  M. 
Dunn  am  in  outlined  plans  for  his  own 
funeral  which  would  “reflect  my  faith,” 
many  readers  submitted  plans  of  their 
own,  refuted  Mr.  Dunnam’s  or  rejected 
the  whole  idea. 

A  series  of  articles  on  the  church’s 
position  on  alcohol  consumption 
similarly  brought  an  avalanche  of  let¬ 
ters,  a  majority  of  them  espousing  ab¬ 
stinence  as  a  church  stance  or  an  in¬ 
dividual  choice  or  both. 

Homosexuality  and  the  church,  women 
clergy,  a  concern  over  evangelism  — 
particularly  as  that  issue  crystallized  at 
the  International  Congress  on  World 
Evangelism  in  Lausanne,  Switzerland  — 
also  spurred  debate  by  readers.  So  did 
the  “resignation  under  fire”  of  Southern 
Methodist  University  President  Paul 
Hardin. 

Praise  came  from  many  quarters  for 


coverage  of  the  Paul  Hardin  resignation  - 
coverage  which  one  correspondent  called 
“your  usual  thorough  and  clear 
statement.”  Kudos  were  also  forth¬ 
coming  for  editorial  statements  on  the 
“potentially  profound  significance”  of 
the  Lausanne  Congress. 

TM/  UMR  was  both  praised  and 
panned  by  readers  —  often  in  the  same 
issue  —  for  giving  a  hearing  to  a  broad 
spectrum  of  United  Methodist  thinking.  A 
typical  column  carried  an  accolade  for 
“your  splendid  reporting  job”  and  a 
subscription  cancellation  for  being  “left¬ 
leaning  and  radical.” 

In  another  issue,  one  United  Methodist 
complained  that  “in  Christ’s  church 
today,  the  old  is  sadly  neglected.” 
Another  correspondent  applauded  “the 
coverage  you  are  giving  to  various  social 
issues.” 

No  single  issue  this  year  appeared  to 
catch  fire  with  readers  as  did  one  in  1973: 
a  statement  recommending  the  im¬ 
peachment  of  President  Nixon  by  the 
church’s  Board  of  Church  and  Society.  A 
record  4,000  letters  crossed  the  editor’s 
desk  regarding  that  one  turbulent  issue. 

But  as  readers  initiated  debate  as  well 
as  continued  it  on  a  wide  variety  of 
concerns,  they  reflected  the  very  con¬ 
dition  they  so  frequently  wrote  about  in 
their  letters  to  the  editor:  the  plural  :  j 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church. 


almost  all  of  the  world’s  weapons  for 
war?" 

As  we  think  of  die  Bishops’  Call  for 
Peace  and  Self-Development  of  peoples 
and  pass  through  the  season  when  we 
concentrate  our  thoughts  on  the  birth  of 
Jesus,  God’s  example  of  love  and  peace, 
let  us  re-examine  our  priorities. 

Can  we  who  call  ourselves  Christians 
really  have  peace  as  long  as  most  of  our 
brothers  and  sisters  are  hungry, 
homeless,  or  in  need  of  physical  or 
spiritual  healing? 

Are  we  willing  to  change  our  in¬ 
vestment  from  war  to  peace? 

Our  task  is  before  us.  It  isn’t  easy,  but 
as  followers  of  Christ,  we  have  accepted 
the  cross.  Let  us  work  for  peace  through 
justice  and  self -development  of  peoples! 

Let  I  John  3:18  be  our  guide  —  “My 
Children!  Our  love  should  not  be  just 
words  and  talk;  it  must  be  true  love 
which  shows  itself  in  action.” 

Mrs.  Walter  Wilkening 
Columbia,  Missouri 

Report  on  Jerusalem 

‘ search ’  disputed 

To  the  Editor: 

In  the  December  13  issue,  you  printed 
r~ 


L. 


How  to  get  rid 
of  a  minister 

1.  Look  him  straight  in  the  eye 
when  he  is  preaching,  and  say 
“Amen”  once  in  awhile.  He’ll 
preach  himself  to  death  in  a  few 
weeks. 

2.  Pat  him  on  the  back  and  brag 
on  his  good  points.  He’ll  work  him¬ 
self  to  death. 

3.  Start  paying  him  a  living  wage. 
He’s  probably  been  on  starvation 
wages  so  long  he’ll  eat  himself  to 
death. 

4.  Rededicate  your  own  life  to 
Christ  and  ask  the  preacher  to  give 
you  a  job  to  do.  He’ll  probably  die  of 
heart  failure. 

5.  Get  the  church  to  unite  in 
prayer  for  the  preacher.  He’ll  be¬ 
come  so  effective  some  larger 
church  will  take  him  off  your  hands. 

—Bishop  Gerald  Kennedy 


an  article  by  Alex  Vergara  under  the 
headline  "No  hijacking  here.” 

In  this  article  a  statement  was  made 
which  read:  “All  the  delegates  (to  the 
World  Methodist  Convocation  on 
Evangelism  in  Jerusalem)  regardless  of 
age  or  sex  were  thoroughly  frisked  and 
were  asked  to  pass  through  an 
examination  room  where  they  could  only 
use  their  first  birthday  suits.” 

I  attended  this  convocation  and  found 
this  article  completely  untrue.  I  was  not 
asked  at  all  to  strip  and  cannot  believe 
anyone  was.  The  suitcases  were  in¬ 
spected,  but  not  ransacked;  the  slant  of 
your  article  was  unfounded  and 
ridiculous. 

I  would  suggest  that  before  you  print 
such  articles  you  get  the  facts  in  the  case. 
The  things  you  printed  were  not  facts  at 
all,  just  melodrama. 

Durward  McCord 
Hermitage,  Tennessee 

EDITOR’S  NOTE:  No  melodrama  was 
intended  in  Mr.  Vergara’s  report.  A  large 
group  of  delegates  to  the  conference  were 
subjected  to  the  type  of  search 
procedures  described  in  the  article.  Mr. 
Vergara  erred  only  in  concluding  that  all 
groups  shared  the  experience  of  his 
group;  Mr.  McCord  duplicated  that 
error. 

Send  names  of  students 
to  campus  ministers 
To  the  Editor: 

Wesley  Foundations  get  knocked  for 
"not  ministering  to  our  students.”  I 
recognize  the  problem,  and  am  glad  to 
share  with  you  a  simple  suggestion, 
growing  out  of  a  letter  to  me  by  Mr.  Steve 
Perdue  of  First  UMC,  Mineral  Wells, 
Texas. 

Persons  who  care  about  students  going 
to  state  universities  should  see  that  their 
church  sends  off  names,  summer  ad¬ 
dresses,  and  other  information  to  Wesley 
Foundation  directors  at  those  schools. 
It’s  not  too  much  to  ask,  is  it?  Mr.  Perdue 
had  time  to  share  a  name  and  his  con¬ 
cern.  It  will  greatly  help  me  in  my 
ministry,  and  also  other  campus 
ministers  in  theirs,  if  this  suggestion 
creates  responses  by  the  hundred! 

Roger  Loyd 
Lubbock,  Texas 


even  has  to  pause  to  find  a  way  to  fit  it 
into  a  sentence.  The  dictionary  I  have 
(granted  it  is  not  unabridged)  does  not 
list  any  such  word.  We  who  study  the 
language,  however,  have  discovered  that 
it  means  “everything  included”  as  in 
“We  must  look  at  life  holistically  rather 
than  in  individual  parts.” 

2.  Mlsslonal  —  This  is  an  adjective  and 
is  found  in  the  dictionary  as  a  variation  of 
the  word  “mission.”  Before  being 
adopted  by  clergymen  it  seems  to  have 
been  rarely  used.  It  has  become  such  a 
church-type  word  that  it  is  now  difficult 
for  me  to  see  how  it  could  be  used  any 
other  way.  Peter  Graves  definitely  would 
not  turn  to  a  fellow  agent  on  the  Mission 
Impossible  television  series  and  ask 
“What  sort  of  missional  direction  are  you 
going  in  today?” 

3.  Birthing  —  This  is  a  relatively  new 
term  (both  to  United  Methodism  and  the 
dictionary)  and  I  predict  it  will  rank  even 
higher  on  the  list  next  year.  It  means 
“giving  birth  to”  and  can  be  used  as 
several  parts  of  speech.  Noun:  The 
birthing  of  the  program  took  place  last 
week.  Verb:  The  Bible  is  birthing  the  new 
program.  Adjective:  The  birthing 
process  took  all  week. 

4.  Consclentlxatlon  —  United 
Methodist  study  books  were  full  of  this 
one  this  year.  It  replaces  the  term 
“consciousness  raising”  and  means 
about  the  same  thing  (whatever  that  Is). 
It  seems  to  mean  getting  on  someone 
else’s  wave  length  and  understanding 
their  concerns.  If  you  refer  to  the  woman 
who  heads  your  church  commission  as 
the  “chairman”  you  probably  haven’t 
been  conscientized  to  the  feelings  of 
women. 

5.  Pluralistic  —  I’ve  seen  this  usea  so 
many  different  ways  that  I’m  ashamed  to 
say  I  probably  can’t  help  you  with  it.  A 
general  rule  of  thumb  is  that  it  means 
looking  at  something  several  different 
ways  at  once.  Then  again,  if  you  have 
more  than  one  usher  in  your  church,  your 
approach  to  ushering  could  be  termed 
pluralistic.  This  is  the  real  fun  of  this 
word,  it  can  mean  whatever  you  want  it 
to  mean.  Try  changing  its  “istic”  to 
“ism”  or  “ization,”  it  adds  to  the 
challenge. 

If  you  still  have  questions,  ask  your 
local  pastor  for  better  definitions  or  write 
to  your  bishop.  Many  of  these  words  may 
not  have  been  passed  down  yet  to  local 
pastors  from  national  boards  and 
agencies  or  from  national  staff  persons, 
so  answers  may  tend  to  be  vague. 

Just  remember,  don’t  be  discouraged. 
From  a  holistic  point  of  view,  the  birthing 
of  language  is  always  pluralistic.  Look 
upon  your  missional  task  in  the  matter  as 
sheer  conscientization. 

—BUD  HERRON 
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Evangelism  tops  UMC  priorities 

Good  News,  Evangelical  Mission  Council  head  list 


‘The  Year  of  Evangelization’ 


In  Matthew’s  Gospel,  Christ  instructed  his  disciples  to 
spread  his  teachings  throughout  the  world.  This  year  the 
growing  worldwide  ‘’consciousness”  among  Christians  for 
evangelization  —  the  acts  and  methods  related  to  proclaiming 
the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  —  is  drawing  churchmen  and 
religious  leaders  to  a  crescendo  of  activity. 


Ail  over  the  world  —  in  Lausanne.  Rome,  Jerusalem,  Lon¬ 
don,  Sydney,  Seoul  and  a  host  of  other  places  —  meetings, 
congresses,  assemblies,  synods  and  the  like  are  being  planned 
to  determine  what  program,  what  approach,  what  method, 
what  means  of  communication  will  best  bring  about  the  return 
of  “the  lost  sheep  of  the  world"  to  Christianity. 

RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 


Church  responds  to  secular  issues 


1974 


uii  icspumus  tu  sccumi  ussi 

brings  hunger,  hurricane,  people,  political  crises 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Senior  Staff  Writer 

In  a  “news  year”  that  was  in  many 
ways  remarkably  bland  for  United 
Methodism,  one  word  seemed  to  stand 
out  in  1974  —  evangelism. 

•  It  was  an  issue  which  came  up  again 


TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 

While  institutional  United  Methodism 
spent  a  year  in  relative  tranquility  when 
compared  to  other  years  in  the  past 
decade,  rank  and  file  United  Methodists 
in  1974  were  confronted  with  some  of  the 
weightiest  moral  and  ethical  dilemmas 
in  the  secular  world  since  the  beginning 
of  the  Civil  Rights  Movement  in  the  early 
60’s. 

United  Methodists  and  other  Christians 
pondered,  discussed,  debated,  and  drew 
implications  from  a  variety  of  national 
and  international  tragedies  which 
challenged  their  faith  to  new  depths  and 
demanded  hard  ethical  and  moral 
decisions.  Heading  the  list  of  con¬ 
troversies  were: 

•  Watergate  —  Christians  watched  the 
seeds  of  corruption  planted  by  the  federal 
government’s  executive  branch  grow 
into  a  whirlwind  which  eventually  top¬ 
pled  President  Richard  Nixon  and  his 
administration.  This  followed  by  only  a 
few  weeks  the  resignation  of  Vice- 
President  Spiro  Agnew  after  Mr.  Agnew 
pleaded  “no  contest”  to  a  charge  of  in¬ 
come  tax  fraud. 

•  Amnesty  —  Shortly  after  being 
appointed  President,  Gerald  Ford  took 
two  amnesty  actions  which  were  hotly 
debated  by  Christians.  One  was  the 
unconditional  pardon  of  former 
President  Nixon  for  any  part  he  may 
have  had  in  illegal  acts  surrounding  the 
Watergate  scandal.  The  other  was  the 
granting  of  “earned  amnesty”  for  per¬ 
sons  who  evaded  the  draft  or  deserted  the 
armed  forces  during  the  Vietnam  War. 
While  most  United  Methodist  leaders  at 
the  national  level  tended  to  reject  the 
"earned  amnesty”  as  not  going  far 
enough  and  the  unconditional  pardon  of 
Mr.  Nixon  as  morally  indefensible, 
grassroots  opinion  was  less  unanimous. 
This  was  Indicated  in  a  TM/  UMR 


TM/  UMR  Staff  Special 

While  the  economy  of  the  nation  as  a 
whole  dipped  into  its  worst  financial 
slump  in  decades,  the  United  Methodist 
Church  during  1974  made  one  of  its  best 
financial  showings  in  recent  years. 

This  economic  irony  topped  a  list  of 
denominational  news  items  in  1974  which 
also  included:  plans  to  close  Alaska 
Methodist  University;  aid  to  hurricane- 
ravaged  Honduras;  the  end  to  a  2 Mi -year 
strike  at  Methodist  Hospital  in  Pikeville, 
Ky. ;  affirmation  by  the  Judicial  Council 
of  the  right  of  general  church  agencies  to 
support  political  issue  lobby  groups:  the 
launching  of  “Infoserv,”  a  telephone 
information  service  for  the  entire 
denomination;  and  efforts  to  make 
“World  Hunger”  an  official  church  issue 
in  the  next  quadrennium. 


Church  economics 

World  Service  giving  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church  made  substantial 
increases  in  1974,  a  year  which  from  a 
national  economic  standpoint  seemed 
unlikely  to  contain  such  gains.  Best 
estimates  in  December  predicted  that 
over-all  giving  would  end  up  at  least  3  per 
cent  over  1973. 

The  most  encouraging  increase  came 
in  “Advance  Specials”  (second-mile 
giving  beyond  apportionments  which  was 
up  14.5  per  cent  over  1973. 

Particularly  aided  by  this  increased 
giving  was  the  World  Division  of  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  which  is 
responsible  for  mission  outreach  of  the 
church  overseas.  At  the  same  time  in 
1973  the  World  Division  budget  has 
suffered  such  losses  in  giving  that  it  was 
forced  into  a  million  dollar  budget  cut 
and  officials  feared  some  missionaries 
would  have  to  be  brought  home.  Rank 
and  file  United  Methodists  responded  to 
the  situation  with  such  an  increase  in 
giving  in  1974  that  not  only  was  the 
financial  situation  stabilized  but  some 
increases  in  the  missionary  force  was 
made  possible. 


Alaska  Methodist  University 

Following  a  continuing  battle  with 
problems  of  finance,  Alaska  Methodist 
University  at  Anchorage  announced  in 
November  that  the  school  will  close  at 
the  end  of  its  spring  semester  and  all 
property  will  be  sold. 

The  action  by  the  board  of  trustees 
followed  denial  by  the  National  Division 
of  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  of  a 
requested  million  dollar  loan  to  help  the 
institution  stay  afloat. 

In  spite  of  the  announced  closing,  at  the 
year’s  end  a  group  of  “concerned  United 
Methodists”  had  announced  plans  to 
attempt  to  raise  a  million  dollars  to  keep 
the  university’s  doors  open. 


and  again  in  many  forms  both  inside  and 
outside  the  denomination.  Inside  the 
United  Methodist  Church  were  the  Good 
News  movement  and  the  Evangelical 
Mission  Council  (EMC)  exerting 
pressures  on  the  church  to  place  more 
emphasis  on  evangelism.  Outside  of  the 
denomination  were  happenings  such  as 


“question  box  poll”  which  showed, 
among  other  things,  that  of  those  855 
readers  who  answered  the  questionaire 
28  per  cent  were  against  amnesty  of  any 
type  for  war  resisters,  26  per  cent  were 
for  unconditional  amnesty  for  the 
resisters  and  46  per  cent  backed 
President  Gord’s  “earned  re-entry” 
program. 

•  World  Hunger  —  The  reality  of 
famine  throughout  many  of  the 
developing  nations  of  the  world  came 
home  to  Christians  in  new  forceful  ways 
in  1974.  Predictions  of  increasing  num¬ 
bers  of  deaths  world-wide  due  to  star¬ 
vation  put  even  heavier  responsibility  on 
American  Christians  to  come  to  the  aid  of 
the  starving.  The  implications  to  the  faith 
on  the  reality  of  being  the  well-fed,  over¬ 
privileged  in  a  world  of  hunger  became  a 
pressing  question  for  each  Christian  to 
answer. 

•  Education  —  Public  education  in 
various  parts  of  the  country  suffered 
through  some  of  the  worst  controversies 
in  years  during  1974.  In  the  Kanawha 
County  Schools  of  Charleston,  W.  Va. 
schools  opened  six  weeks  late  as  a  violent 
controversy  launched  by  some  “ex¬ 
tremely  fundamentalist”  clergy  and 
laypersons  erupted.  While  the  protesters 
demanded  that  certain  textbooks  they 
consider  "un-American  and  un- 
Christian”  be  removed  from  school 
reading  lists,  United  Methodists  took 
action  to  bring  the  dispute  to  the 
bargaining  table. 

Meanwhile  In  the  Boston  Public 
Schools,  pupils  also  were  out  of  school  as 
parents  protested  the  forced  busing  of 
their  children  to  achieve  racial  balance. 
United  Methodist  leaders  in  Boston 
supported  the  federally  called  for  busing 
and  were  active  both  in  counter  protests 
and  behind  the  scenes  as  tools  of 
reconciliation. 


Aid  to  Honduras 

In  late  September  a  tropical  hurricane 
swept  along  the  coast  of  Honduras 
leaving  thousands  of  persons  homeless 
and  in  need  of  aid.  United  Methodists 
through  Church  World  Service,  an 
agency  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches,  came  forward  with  help  in  the 
form  of  supplies  and  personnel. 

Later,  independently,  United 
Methodists  gave  direct  aid  to  several 
thousand  hurricane  victims  in  the  Bay 
Islands  off  the  coast  of  Honduras  after  it 
was  learned  the  islanders  were  being  by¬ 
passed  by  other  aid  channels. 

Pikeville  strike 

For  two  and  a  half  years  employees  of 
the  Methodist  Hospital  in  Pikeville,  Ky., 
had  been  on  strike  in  a  heated  labor 
dispute.  The  strike  was  settled  in  late 
October  but  approximately  30  employees 
of  the  hospital  were  not  allowed  to  return 
to  their  jobs  since  their  positions  had 
been  filled  during  the  strike. 

Although  the  general  church  has  no 
authority  over  the  hospital,  church  of¬ 
ficials  encouraged  the  rehiring  of  these 
employees. 

Judicial  Council 

In  a  much  debated  issue  on  general 
board  and  agency  authority,  the  Judicial 
Council,  United  Methodism’s  supreme 
court,  ruled  in  November  that  general 
boards  and  agencies  have  the  power  to 
lend  financial  and  other  support  to 
political  lobby  groups  without  the  speci¬ 
fic  consent  of  General  Conference. 

The  decision  was  made  after  a 
resolution  which  came  through  the 
Louisiana  Conference  asked  for  a 
declaratory  judgment  of  the  council  on 
the  matter  after  objections  were  raised 
in  the  conference  to  support  by  the  Board 
of  Church  and  Society  a  lobby  group  for  a 
national  health  care  bill. 

Infoserv 

Response  was  termed  “staggering”  to 
“Infoserv,”  a  new  United  Methodist 
telephone  service  where  a  toll-free 
number  has  been  provided  with  local 
churches  and  officials  can  call  to  have 
questions  answered  about  anything 
related  to  United  Methodism.  More  than 
50  calls  a  day  were  being  received  within 
three  weeks  of  the  announcement  of  the 
telephone  number. 

World  hunger 

The  growing  problems  of  world  hunger 
and  the  possibility  of  world  famine  came 
home  stronger  than  ever  to  United 
Methodists  in  1974.  Heading  church 
activities  related  to  the  problem  was  the 
appeal  of  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
that  the  issue  be  emphasized  through 
programs  designated  by  General  Con¬ 
ference  in  the  next  quadrennium. 


the  International  Congress  "bn 
Evangelism  and  the  Convocation  bn 
Evangelism  sponsored  by  the  World 
Methodist  Council. 

Both  sides  of  the  evangelism  thrust 
made  1974  a  unique  year  in  recent  history 
for  evangelicals.  It  was  a  year  of 
evangelical  solidarity  which  many 
persons  feel  was  only  the  “stage  setting” 
for  more  to  come  in  1975. 

Evangelical  United  Methodists 
Within  the  United  Methodist  Church 
the  Evangelical  Mission  Council  (EMC) 
was  in  the  spotlight.  Growing  out  of  the 
Good  News  movement,  the  EMC  was 
organized  in  February  to  promote  in¬ 
creased  emphasis  in  evangelism  by  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  the  agency  responsible  for  the 
world  mission  thrust  of  the 
denomination.  The  EMC  eventually  was 
to  become  even  more  influential  in  many 
ways  than  its  parent  Good  News 
organization. 

The  EMC  was  organized  with  one  main 
issue  in  mind.  Its  members  felt  that  there 
is  an  “imbalance”  within  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Global  ministries 
away  from  evangelism.  Their  stated 
purpose  was  to  pressure  the  board  to 
correct  the  balance. 

In  April  a  meeting  was  arranged  be¬ 
tween  EMC  representatives  and  Global 
Ministries  officials  for  the  purpose  of 
“hammering  out”  differences  in  a  face- 
to-face  confrontation.  In  an  atmosphere 
of  tension  the  two  groups  began  by 
searching  for  some  common  ground. 
Since  both  sides  claimed  to  be  interested 
in  “evangelism,”  much  of  the  meeting 
was  spent  in  attempting  to  define  that 
term. 

The  debate  continued  at  both  official 
and  unofficial  levels  through  the  summer 
and  a  second  meeting  between  the  EMC 
and  the  board  was  arranged  in  October. 
This  meeting  turned  out,  many  persons 
on  both  sides  felt,  to  be  the  turning  point 
of  the  relations  of  the  two  groups. 

After  four  hours  of  much  more 
congenial  discussion  than  ever  before, 
the  EMC  was  invited  to  send  a 
representative  to  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  board  in  November  for  further  imput. 

As  a  result  of  activities  in  1974,  many 
churchpersons  now  feel  that  the  EMC  is 
the  most  influential  “pressure  group” 
within  the  church.  What  this  will  mean  to 
the  direction  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  in  1975  is  only  conjecture,  but  the 
influence  of  the  evangelical  groups  on  the 
direction  of  the  church  in  1974  can  hardly 
be  denied. 

Another  evangelism  highlight  of  the 
year  in  United  Methodism  was  the  “Call 
to  Evangelism”  issued  by  the  Council  of 
Bishops  during  their  meeting  in  late 
November.  The  call  appealed  to  church 
members  for  a  major  thrust  In 
evangelism.  If  approved  by  General 
Conference  in  1976  the  call  will  become 
an  emphasis  of  the  church  during  the 
1976-80  quadrennium. 

World  Evangelism 
News  of  the  evangelical  world  across 
denominational  lines  was  headlined  for 
the  year  by  the  adoption  of  the 
"Lausanne  Covenant”  in  August  during 
the  International  Congress  on  World 
Evangelism  held  In  Lausanne,  Swit¬ 
zerland. 

A  landmark  document  for  evan¬ 
gelicals,  the  covenant  was  signed  by 
1,972  participants  from  all  over  the 
world.  It  stressed  the  basic  historic 
concerns  of  evangelicals,  but  also  noted 
the  need  for  "justice  throughout  human 
society.”  The  covenant  went  on  to  ex¬ 
press  “penitence  for  both  our  neglect, 
and  for  having  sometimes  regarded 
evangelism  and  social  concern  as 
mutually  exclusive  options.” 

Methodists  of  all  varieties  met  in 
Jerusalem  in  late  November  for  the 
World  Convocation  on  Evangelism 
sponsored  by  the  World  Methodist 
Council.  The  Jerusalem  meeting 
followed  seven  regional  meetings  which 
were  held  earlier  in  the  year  in 
preparation  for  the  main  convocation. 

Less  dramatic  than  the  meeting  in 
Lausanne,  tl  convocation  featured 
speakers  from  all  over  the  world  sharing 
views  on  evangelism  and  issued  a 
message  to  the  world  and  a  pastoral 
letter  to  member  churches.  Each 
document  reaffirmed-  the  Biblical 
promise  that  a  new  world  and  a  new 
church  begins  in  the  transformation  of 
human  character  through  faith  in  Jesus 
Christ. 


By  Religious  News  Service 

A  world  crisis  centering  on  hunger, 
energy,  population,  inflation  and  the 
interrelationship  of  all  these  came  to  the 
forefront  of  international  concern  in  1974. 
The  churches  saw  the  crisis  as  a  moral 
challenge  and  sought  on  many  levels  to 
help  the  world  community  develop  a 
response  sensitive  to  the  needs  of  the 
total  human  family. 

Catholic  Relief  Services,  Lutheran 
World  Relief,  Church  World  Service 
(National  Council  of  Churches)  and  other 
religious  agencies  joined  with  secular 
groups  to  form  the  World  Hunger  Action 
Coalition,  designed  to  stimulate 
American  awareness  of  world  needs  as 
the  UN  World  Food  Conference  was  in 
preparation.  In  November  several 
church  representatives  were  present  in 
Rome  as  conference  observers.  They 
supported  steps  taken  there,  but  U.S.  and 
Canadian  church  observers  said  their 
governments  had  not  gone  far  enough  in 
making  commitments. 

Population  control  was  a  disputed  point 
in  the  discussion  of  hunger  issues.  At  the 
August  UN  World  Population  Conference 
in  Bucharest,  held  as  part  of  the  World 
Population  Year,  the  Vatican  delegation 
registered  the  only  opposition  to  a  final 
statement  on  control  measures. 

Religious  groups  were  active  in 
carrying  out  relief  efforts  themselves  in 
such  areas  as  the  drought-stricken  Sahel, 
in  Hondruas  and  Bangladesh  after 
hurricane  and  flood  damage  there  and  in 
Kentucky,  Ohio  and  other  states  hit  by 
devastating  tornadoes  in  April.  But 
shortages  and  inflation  resulted  in 
churches  getting  less  food  for 
distribution  abroad  under  the  U.S. 
government’s  Food  for  Peace  program. 

When  three  retired  Episcopal  bishops 
ordained  11  women  deacons  at  a 
Philadelphia  service  July  29,  despite  lack 
of  church  authorization,  Presiding 
Bishop  John  M.  Allin,  installed  in  June  as 
successor  to  Bishop  John  Hines,  called 
the  House  of  Bishops  into  session  in 
Chicago.  It  declared  by  an  overwhelming 
vote  that  the  ordinations  were  invalid, 
though  at  a  later  regular  meeting  in 
Mexico  it  reaffirmed  support  for  the 
principle  of  women’s  ordination. 


On  the  evening  of  Reformation 
Sunday,  the  Revs.  Carter  Heyward, 
Alison  Cheek  and  Jeannette  Piccard 
defied  the  bishops  by  celebrating  a 
Eucharist  at  the  interdenominational 
Riverside  Church  in  New  York.  Later 
Alison  Cheek  celebrated  the  Eucharist  at 
an  Episcopal  church  in  Washington, 
D.C.,  and  joined  Carter  Heyward  in 
celebrating  at  an  Episcopal  church  in 
Oberlin,  Ohio. 

Religious  leaders  watched  with  con¬ 
cern  the  development  of  the  Watergate 
controversy  leading  to  resignation  of 
President  Nixon  and  its  aftermath.  At  its 
February  meeting  the  NCC  governing 
board  called  for  Mr.  Nixon’s  im¬ 
peachment,  and  the  same  position  was 
taken  by  some  other  church  officials. 

In  the  last  months  of  Mr.  Nixon's 
presidency,  however,  three  clergymen 
were  among  his  staunchest  defenders  — 
Father  John  McLaughlin,  S.  J„  a  White 
House  staff  member;  Rabbi  Baruch 
Korff,  head  of  a  Citizens  Committee  for 
Fairness  to  the  President,  and  the  Rev. 
Sun  Myung  Moon,  a  Korean  now  con¬ 
centrating  his  activity  in  the  U.S. 

Mr.  Ford,  an  Episcopalian  with  close 


U.M.  giving  allows 
missionary  force  to  expand 
NEW  YORK  -  United  Methodist 
missionaries,  listed  last  year  as  an 
“endangered  species,”  are  coming  back 
stronger  than  ever. 

That’s  the  word  which  came  from  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  late  in  1974  as 
staff  executives,  particularly  in  the 
previously  hard-hit  World  Division, 
began  working  with  a  budget  which  for 
the  first  time  in  recent  years  not  only 
paid  the  bills  but  allowed  expansion. 

Dr.  Charles  Germany,  the  division’s 
assistant  general  secretary,  said  that  the 
response  of  the  local  churches  to  a  call  in 
1973  for  increased  special  giving  was  so 
fantastic  that  much  of  the  financial 
burdens  were  lifted.  He  also  said  that  the 
largest  missionary  recruitment  effort  in 
five  years  was  underway  with  personnel 
being  sought  for  120  different  places  of 
need. 

Funds  sought  to  restore 
Wesley’s  Chapel 
PHILADELPHIA  (RNS)  -  A  U.S. 
committee  was  named  in  February  to 
raise  funds  for  the  restoration  of 
Wesley’s  Chapel,  the  “Mother  Church  of 
Methodism”  in  London. 

Retired  United  Methodist  Bishop  Fred 
P.  Corson  of  Philadelphia  and  Charles  C. 
Parlin,  a  New  Jersey  layman,  were 
appointed  co-chairmen  of  the  committee. 
Both  are  former  presidents  of  the  World 
Methodist  Council. 

Wesley’s  Chapel,  adjacent  to  Wesley 
House  on  London’s  City  Road,  has  been 
closed  because  it  has  been  judged  unsafe. 

The  British  Methodist  Conference  is 
unable  to  pay  the  over  $1.1  million  needed 
to  restore  the  chapel  dating  back  to  the 
late  18th  century. 

Bishop  cited  as  one  of  ‘major 
shapers’  of  modern  life 
PHILADELPHIA  -  United  Methodist 
Bishop  Abel  Muzorewa  of  Rhodesia  was 
listed  as  one  of  ll  leaders  who  are  con¬ 
sidered  “major  shapers  of  contemporary 
thought  and  life”  by  the  editors  of  seven 
church  periodicals  in  the  U.  S.  and 
Canada  here  in  September. 


ties  to  conservative  evangelicals,  par¬ 
ticularly  the  Michigan  evangelist,  Billy 
Zeoll,  asked  in  his  inaugural  tnat 
Americans  confirm  him  in  their  prayers. 
His  announcement  of  pardon  for  Mr. 
Nixon,  set  forth  in  religious  terms,  drew 
a  mixed  reaction  from  the  religious 
community.  Religious  leaders  generally 
welcomed  Mr.  Ford’s  clemency  plan  for 
war  resisters,  but  the  NCC  and  other 
supporter^  of  amnesty  said  it  fell  short  of 
what  was  needed. 

Another  tragedy  in  the  family  of  the 
late  Martin  Luther  King,  Jr.,  brought 
renewed  shock  —  the  murder  of  his 
mother,  Mrs.  Alberta  King,  while  she 
was  playing  the  organ  at  the  family’s 
Ebenezer  Baptist  Church  in  Atlanta. 
Other  deaths  during  the  year  included 
Coadjutor  Archbishop  Leo  Byrne  of  St 
Paul-Minneapolis,  vice  president  of  the 
National  Conference  of  Catholic  Bishops; 
Cardinal  Jean  Danielou,  a  French 
theologian;  Dr.  Georgia  Harkness,  a 
United  Methodist  minister  and 
theologian,  and  Bishop  Stephen  G. 
Spottswood,  board  chairman  of  the 
NAACP  and  a  retired  leader  of  the  AME 
Zion  Church. 


Included  on  the  list  were  European 
theologians  Jergen  Moltmann  and  Hans 
Kueng,  American  ethicist  James 
Gustafson,  Canadian  theologian  Father 
Bernard  Lonergan,  S.  J.,  American 
evangelist  Billy  Graham  and  Archbishop 
Helder  Camara  of  Brazil. 

Others  were  American  Indian  scholar 
Vine  Deloria,  American  Catholic 
theologian  Rosemary  Reuther, 
American  priest-sociologist  Father 
Andrew  Greeley,  and  American  Pen¬ 
tecostal  leader  David  DuPlessis. 
Bicentennial  participation 
encouraged 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.  (UMC)  — 
Churches  or  conferences  with  good  ideas 
for  meaningful  religious  emphases  to  tie 
in  with  the  nation’s  upcoming  bicen¬ 
tennial  last  April  were  invited  to  submit 
such  suggestions  to  the  United  Methodist 
Commission  on  Archives  and  History, 
Box  488,  Lake  Junaluska,  N.C.  28745. 

A  national  committee,  appointed  by 
Bishop  0.  Eugene  Slater  of  San  Antonio, 
Tex.,  president  of  the  Commission,  is 
serving  as  broker  for  the  ideas  and 
coordinating  the  denomination’s 
bicentennial-related  events. 

UMC  credited  for  strides 
in  black  church 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMC)  —  The 
United  Methodist  Church  has  responded 
more  substantially  to  new  pressures  of 
racial  confrontation  than  any  other 
American  institution  I  know,”  Bishop 
Roy  C.  Nichols,  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  told  150 
New  Life  Missioners  here  last  May. 

Tracing  the  history  of  the  black 
religious  experience  in  America,  Bishop 
Nichols  said  that  the  future  of  the  black 
church  could  not  be  envisioned  without 
noting  what  is  happening  in  American 
Christianity  in  general. 

“The  principal  impediment  to  in¬ 
tegration  is  the  attitude  that  a  white 
person  loses  status  by  being  with  blacks 
in  social  settings  and  that  a  black  person 
loses  status  with  too  close  an  association 
with  whites,”  he  said.  For  this  reason  he 
said  he  expects  no  sudden  change-over  in 
local  church  integration  for  at  least  10 
years. 


Racial 

violence 

decried 

BOSTON -Water¬ 
gate,  amnesty, 
world  hunger  and 
education  con¬ 
fronted  the  church 
with  new  moral  and 
ethical  challenges 
during  1974.  United 
Methodists  resp¬ 
onded  by  seeking 
peaceful  answers 
to  thorny  questions, 
such  as  October’s 
busing  crisis  in  the 
Boston  Public 
Schools. 

Above,  Andre' 
Jean  -  Louis  at¬ 
tempts  to  escape 
from  a  group  of 
anti-busing  dem¬ 
onstrators. 
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Moral,  ethical  questions 

United  Methodists 
attack  global  woes 


Financial  spiral  heads 
denomination’s  ‘74  news 
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News  makers  of  1974 


he  was  ousted  over  prayers 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  An  American 
missionary  deported  by  South  Korea  said 
here  that  Christians  are  “harassed”  and 
"intimidated”  by  the  President  Park 
Chung  Hee  regime  for  acts  no  more 
political  than  praying  for  people  in  jail. 

Dr.  George  Ogle,  45,  a  United 
Methodist  clergyman  who  spent  nearly 
20  years  in  South  Korea,  told  a  press 
conference  that  he  was  interrogated  for 
19  hours  last  October  because  he  asked  a 
prayer  meeting  to  pray  for  eight  men 
sentenced  to  death  by  the  Park  govern¬ 
ment. 

House  bill  puts 
ceiling  on  U.S. 
aid  to  S.  Korea 

WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  (RNS)  -  The 
House  of  Representatives  has  passed  an 
amendment  strongly  supported  by  the 
National  Council  of  Churches 
Washington  Office,  to  the  foreign  aid 
authorization  bill  placing  a  spending 
ceiling  on  U.  S.  assistance  to  South 
Korea. 

Under  the  amendment,  introduced  by 
Rep.  Donald  M.  Fraser  (D-Minn.),  all  U. 
S.  military  and  supporting  assistance  to 
South  Korea  would  be  limited  to  $145 
million  in  fiscal  year  1975,  compared  with 
$175  million  for  fiscal  1974. 

However,  the  amendment  provides  for 
an  additional  $20  million  in  aid  to  South 
Korea  if  the  President  has  determined 
and  reports  to  Congress  that  “the 
government  of  South  Korea  is  making 
substantial  progress  in  the  observance  of 
internationally  recognized  standards  of 
human  rights.”  The  amendment  was 
adopted  by  a  64-to-44  vote. 

A  few  days  before  the  amendment 
came  to  the  House  floor  for  action,  a 
letter  was  sent  to  all  members  of 
Congress  by  James  A.  Hamilton,  NCC 
assistant  general  secretary  and  head  of 
the  Washington  Office,  sharing  what  he 
termed  the  “very  deep  concern  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches  regarding 
continued  U.  S.  assistance  to  repressive 
governments  which  violate  the  human 
rights  of  people  living  under  those 
governments.” 


By  BISHOP  T.  OTTO  NALL 
TM /  UMR  Contributing  Editor 

“We  Chileans  appreciate  the  work  of 
the  missionaries.  Adios  -  go  with  God!” 

This  was  the  simple  greeting  that 
youngish  Bishop  Juan  Vasquez,  of 
Santiago,  gave  the  United  Methodist 
Council  of  Bishops  at  their  recent 
meeting  held  at  Lake  Junaluska.  Later, 
this  former  pastor  of  350  coal-mining 
families,  now  the  popular  leader  of  150 
churches  and  25,000  Methodist  members, 
expanded  his  salute  to  North  Americans 
through  TM/  UMR. 

When  he  was  asked  if  his  church  would 
welcome  help  for  such  projects  as 
evangelism  among  industrial  workers, 
he  eagerly  agreed  that  there  were  ways 
in  which  Methodist  neighbors  in  the 
North  could  stand  with  Chileans,  the 
Methodists  of  his  country  raising  part  of 
the  money  and  outsiders  helping  with  the 
rest. 

“We  welcome  the  missionaries  as  well 
as  the  funds,  if  they  will  work  under  the 
direction  of  the  Chilean  church.  This  is 
what  we  understand  by  affiliated  auto¬ 
nomy.”  he  said. 

The  new  bishop  made  it  plain,  as  did 
veteran  bishop  Pedro  Zotteli,  who  shared 
the  interview,  that  help  from  European 


A  month  later,  he  continued,  he  was 
called  to  the  immigration  office  and  told 
he  had  broken  the  law  by  lecturing  in 
Seoul  National  University  on  a 
missionary  visa.  Dr.  Ogle  observed  that 
while  at  least  50  missionaries  teach  in 
universities  he  was  told  to  “apologize” 
for  breaking  the  law  and  stopped  doing 
so.  (See  related  story,  TM/  UMR,  Dec. 
20,  1974.) 

A  native  of  Pennsylvania,  Dr.  Ogle, 
who  holds  a  doctoral  degree  in  industrial 
relations,  was  placed  on  a  Korean 
airliner  on  Dec.  14  and  flown  to  Los 
Angeles. 

He  said  here  that  his  ouster  resulted 
from  “conflict  in  Korean  soeiety  between 
President  Park  and  the  Korean  people.” 

Dr.  Ogle  denied  that  he  was  politically 
motivated  but  said  he  had  identified 
himself,  as  he  feels  the  Christian  Gospel 
demands,  with  the  urban  poor  and  with 
those  “oppressed”  by  the  Park  regime. 

For  about  18  months  the  government 
has  been  under  sharp  attack  among 
many  South  Korean  Christian  leaders 
who  have  called  for  the  restoration  of 
democracy  ended  by  President  Park  in 
1972. 

The  social  and  political  problems  in 
South  Korea,  he  said,  are  caused  by  the 
“dictatorial”  policies  of  a  president  who 
insists  on  imposing  his  will  on  people  who 
love  ‘ ‘peace  and  justice.” 

Asked  if  he  was  supported  by  the 
autonomous  Methodist  Church  of  Korea, 
Dr.  Ogle  explained  that  the  denomination 
had  not  officially  taken  part  in  past 
criticism  of  President  Park. 

However,  the  missionary  was  invited 
to  address  the  Korean  Church’s  General 
Conference  on  Dec.  11.  He  said  he 
received  “overwhelming”  reception  and 
after  he  spoke  the  conference  adopted  a 
resolution  supporting  his  ministry  and 
criticizing  government  repression  of 
opponents.  The  resolution  stipulated,  Dr. 
Ogle  said,  that  critics  should  enjoy  the 
same  rights  as  supporters  of  the 
government. 

South  Korea  has  about  3.4  million 
Protestants  and  some  850,000  Roman 
Catholics. 

Christian  opposition  to  President  Park 
has  grown  over  the  past  18  months, 
especially  as  a  constitution  giving  the 


Methodists  would  be  welcomed  on  the 
same  basis.  “We  regard  the  worldwide 
fellowship  of  Methodists  as  a  living 
thing,  and  our  independence  as  a  nation 
that  must  make  its  own  decisions  and  run 
its  own  affairs,  does  not  prevent  us  from 
enjoying  and  profiting  by  this  spiritual 
fellowship.” 

The  conversation  turned  to  the  future 
of  the  Chilean  church,  which  counts  the 
workers  in  urban  and  rural  areas  as  its 
most  valuable  members.  The  famed 
agricultural  center,  El  Vergel, 
established  by  Methodist  missionaries  53 
years  ago  was  mentioned. 

“It  has  been  a  tremendous  influence  as 
a  pioneering  demonstration  center,” 
Bishop  Zotteli  explained.  “It  has  helped 
our  farmers  much.  We  have  extended  its 
work,  and  could  widen  it  farther,  if  we 
had  more  resources.  Some  of  the 
government’s  best  projects  had  their 
start  here.” 

The  young  bishop,  who  was  chosen 
recently  by  an  overwhelming  majority, 
and  the  retired  bishop  look  forward  to  the 
future  with  hope  and  with  faith  in  their 
people,  under  the  guidance  of  God. 

(Chile  has  12  Methodist  missionaries  - 
all  but  two  in  education  and  agricultural 
work.) 


president  unlimited  j)ower  was  used 
earlier  this  year  to  imprison  scores  of 
students,  intellectuals  and  clergymen. 

Dr.  Ogle  agreed  that  South  Korea  faces 
a  genuine  threat  from  the  North.  But  he 
said  that  the  threat  is  neither  more  or 
less  than  it  has  been  for  15  or  20  years. 

He  called  “pure  fiction”  the  argument 
that  the  threat  from  the  North  is  today  so 
great  that  it  justifies  what  the  missionary 
termed  President  Park’s  “dictatorship.” 

The  missionary  said  that  some 
reduction  of  U.  S.  military  aid  to  South 
Korea  might  be  one  way  of  pressuring 
President  Park  to  restore  the  civil  rights 
of  his  people.  He  also  maintained  that  the 
U.  S.  government  could  stress  to 
President  Park  that  “basic  guarantees  of 
'democracy  and  social  justice  are  as 
important  to  U.  S.  self-interest  as  is  the 
military.” 

Dr.  Ogle  was  among  those  who  urged 
President  Ford  when  he  visited  South 
Korea  in  November,  to  “clearly  com¬ 
municate”  to  President  Park  a  request 
that  political  prisoners  be  freed. 

Dr.  Ogle’s  wife,  a  missionary  nurse, 
and  four  children,  between  the  ages  of  7 
and  14,  remained  in  South  Korea.  The 
family,  which  was  not  considered  en¬ 
dangered,  was  expected  to  come  to  the  U. 
S.  at  the  end  of  the  school  term  in  mid- 
January. 

Jack  Anderson 
asks  release  of 
Park  prisoners 

WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  (RNS)  — 
Columnist  Jack  Anderson  went  on  a 
“Christmas  mission”  to  South  Korea  to 
seek  the  release  of  Christian  leaders 
jailed  for  alleged  anti-government  ac¬ 
tivities  by  the  regime  of  President  Park 
Chung  Hee. 

Under  a  Seoul  dateline,  he  wrote  about 
his  appeal  to  President  Park  for 
clemency  in  his  Dec.  5  “Washington 
Merry-Go-Round”  column. 

“He  (Park)  stressed  that  the  im¬ 
prisoned  Christians  had  not  been 
arrested  for  criticizing  the  government 
but  for  violating  the  law,”  Mr.  Anderson 
said.  “Many  vocal  critics  openly 
denounce  his  regime,  he  said,  yet  they 
‘are  not  sent  to  jail’.” 

More  than  200  persons  were  jailed 
earlier  this  year  and  in  late  1973  for 
allegedly  attempting  to  overthrow 
President  Park,  who  rules  under  a 
constitution  giving  him  unlimited  power. 

Among  those  sentenced  was  a  Roman 
Catholic  bishop  and  several  Protestant 
clergymen,  as  well  as  leading  laymen. 
The  exact  number  of  Christians  detained 
is  unknown.  Mr.  Anderson  said  he  went  to 
appeal  for  12  religious  leaders. 

Mr.  Anderson  pointed  out  that  the 
South  Korean  government  suspects 
dissidents  of  being  Communist  agents  of 
North  Korea. 

“Korean  religious  leaders  have 
assured  me,”  he  said,  “that  the  jailed 
Christians  are  anti-Communists  but, 
admittedly,  also  anti-Park.  It  is  also 
admitted  that  they  violated  emergency 
laws,  subsequently  suspended,  by  par¬ 
ticipating  in  anti-Park  agitation.” 

According  to  the  columnist,  President 
Park  insists  that  the  Christians  were 
jailed  for  not  criticizing  the  government 
but  for  violating  the  law. 

Park  opponents,  Mr.  Anderson  said, 
charged  that  the  emergency  measures 
under  which  the  arrests  were  made  were 
enacted  for  the  “sole  purpose  of  stiffling 
dissent.” 

Mr.  Anderson  agreed  with  President 
Park’s  claim  that  South  Korea  faces  a 
threat  from  North  Korea. 


Chilean  bishop  says 
help  is  appreciated 


Good  will  makes  for  happy  holiday 


SHARPTOWN,  Md.  —  It  began  when  Donald  Wheatley  here 
was  deeply  moved  by  a  CBS  news  story  about  the  dire  poverty 
of  a  family  in  Kentucky. 

It  spread  —  as  the  warmth  of  giving  tends  to  do  —  through 
this  Eastern  Shore  community  of  700  persons. 

It  culminated  —  and  almost  stopped  short  —  in  Beverly,  Ky. 
Dec.  14,  when  a  forty-foot  trailer  swayed  gingerly  across  a  one- 
lane  bridge,  bringing  fifteen  tons  of  food,  clothing  and  toys  to 
the  Red  Bird  Missionary  Conference,  a  project  operated  by  the 
United  Methodist  Church’s  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

More  than  half  the  citizens  of  Sharptown  joined  in  the 
project  which  Mr.  Wheatley  began  —  a  project  which 
brightened  Christmas  for  people  of  this  isolated  area  of 


southeastern  Kentucky. 

Youth  collected  and  repaired  toys.  Churches  coordinated 
collections  of  canned  goods  and  clothing.  Women  assembled 
dresses  they  obtained  from  a  nearby  garment  factory.  Local 
businesses  and  the  Lions  Club  contributed  money.  Supplies 
arrived  from  towns  in  Maryland,  Delaware  and  as  far  away  as 
New  Jersey. 

Before  Mr.  Wheatley  and  two  fellow-Sharptonians  delivered 
their  $5, 000-worth  of  gifts,  even  the  governors  of  Kentucky  and 
Tennessee  had  gotten  into  the  act  with  special  driving  permits 
which  permitted  the  drivers  to  cross  their  states. 

With  delivery  made,  Mr.  Wheatley  fastened  a  Christmas 
bow  to  the  Bailey  Bridge.  It  symbolized  a  new  friendship.  “We 
just  might  do  this  next  year,"  he  said. 


Sharptown  citizens  load  15  tons 
of  Christmas  goods  for  needy 


Checking  out  the 
rickety  bridge 


Regarded  by  many  persons  as  the  moot 
courageous  man  in  the  world,  Russian 
novelist  Alexander  Solzhenitsyn  was 
exiled  from  his  country  for  his  outspoken 
criticism  of  past  and  present  Soviet 
governments.  The  Nobel  Prize  winning 
author  has  also  written  and  spoken  about 
the  church,  theology  and  morality  inside 
Russia  and  in  the  West. 


Shirley  Cothran 

*  Crowned  Miss  America  during  the 
>:annual  beauty  pageant  at  Atlantic  City, 
>;the  21 -year  old  Shirley  Cothran  is  a 
Southern  Baptist  from  Denton,  Tx.  At  her 
••first  press  conference  she  said  that  she 
•:  doesn't  smoke  or  drink  and  has  never 
tried  marijuana.  “I’m  a  Christian  and  I 
believe  that  my  body  is  the  temple  of 
:*:God,"  she  explained. 


Charles  Colson 

*:  Fall-out  from  the  Watergate  scandal 
was  former  special  counsel  to  former 
:•  President  Richard  Nixon,  Charles  Col- 
ft  son,  who  was  sentenced  to  prison.  A 
:•  recent  convert  to  Christianity,  Mr. 
•:  Colson  said,  “I  have  committed  my  life  to 
j:  Jesus  Christ.  I  can  work  for  the  Lord  in 
ft  prison  or  out  of  prison  and  that’s  how  I 
■/want  to  spend  my  life.” 


Gerald  R.  Ford 

At  his  inauguration  as  38th  President  of 
the  United  States,  Gerald  R.  Ford  asked 
the  American  people  to  confirm  him  as 
President  “by  your  prayers.”  In  his  talk 
following  the  brief  ceremony,  he  said  he 
would  always  "do  what  Is  right  as  God 
gives  me  to  see  the  right." 


Alexander  Solzhenitsyn 


Linda  Blair 


The  15-year  old  actress  who  played  theft 
role  of  the  possessed  girl  in  the  film  "Theft 
Exorcist,”  Linda  Blair,  shared  her  faith:  •: 
“I  believe  God  is  real  and  that  I  can  talk:- 
to  Him.  1  do  talk  to  Him  and  I  believe  He*! 
hears  and  answers  my  prayers.  And  I :• 
believe  Jesus  was  God’s  Son  and  that  Heft 
died  and  was  resurrected."  :• 


Marie  Moorefield 

One  of  11  women  deacons  in  the 
Episcopal  Church  who  sparked  a  heated  § 
controversy  because  they  were  ordained 
as  priests  in  defiance  of  church 
authority.  Rev.  Marie  Moorefield  is  a 
chaplain  trainee  at  Topeka  [Ks.]  State  y 
Hospital. 
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$200,000  approved 

UMCOR  okays  food  for  India 


NEW  YORK  (UMC)  -  The  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  (UM¬ 
COR)  has  approved  an  expenditure  of 
some  $200,000  for  the  largest  single, 
direct  food  purchase  in  its  history  in  an 
effort  to  aid  starving  people  of  India. 

The  funds  will  be  used  to  purchase  1,000 
metric  tons  (2,240,000  pounds)  of  winter 
wheat  for  shipment  in  late  January,  1975, 
to  Calcutta  where  the  Christian  Agency 
for  Social  Action  of  the  National  Council 
of  Churches  in  India  will  distribute  the 
grain  primarily  to  children  and  widows 
and  to  food  for  work  programs. 

The  UMCOR  shipment  will  follow 
similar  shipments  funded  by  the 
Lutheran  World  Relief  (currently 
enroute  to  India)  and  Church  World 
Service  (scheduled  in  January). 

Dr.  J.  Harry  Haines,  associate  general 
secretary  for  UMCOR  of  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  said  the  agency’s 
f>ortion  for  funding  will  come  from 
reserve  funds. 

Pointing  to  the  recent  World  Food 
Conference  in  Rome,  Italy,  and  the 

UMC  pensions 
in  good  shape 

CHICAGO,  Ill.  (UMC)  -  Despite  a 
troubled  economy,  United  Methodist 
pension  funds  are  in  sound  condition  and 
in  good  position  to  take  advantage  of  any 
recovery  in  the  financial  sector,  the 
denomination’s  Board  of  Pensions  was 
told  here  December  18. 

In  other  business  at  its  annual  meeting, 
the  board  paid  tribute  to  its  retiring 
general  secretary,  reviewed  the  ten 
years  he  has  been  in  office  and  formally 
elected  his  successor.  The  Rev.  Claire  C. 
Hoyt  will  retire  December  31  and  be 
succeeded  by  Stanley  D.  Morrow. 

Reviewing  the  current  economic  pic¬ 
ture,  Dr.  Hoyt  said  that  the  board  “sur¬ 
vived  each  of  three  other  downward 
fluctuations  in  the  past  15  years  and  to 
some  degree  achieved  a  more  advan¬ 
tageous  position,  and  we  hope  to  do  so 
again,”  although  the  present  situation  is 
“broader,  deeper  and  longer  than  the 
others.” 

John  Tittle,  the  board’s  chief  invest¬ 
ment  counselor,  said  that,  in  his  opinion, 
the  foundation  is  forming  in  the  economy 
for  a  recovery  in  the  stock  and  bond 
market  and  that  the  current  picture  is 
better  than  it  was  at  the  close  of  the  third 
quarter  of  1974. 

At  that  time,  the  market  value  of  assets 
managed  by  the  board  stood  at 
$292,451,639,  a  drop  of  some  $111,000,000 
since  January  1.  Book  value  of  the  assets 
as  of  September  30  was  $423,093,959. 

These  assets  fund  about  25  per  cent  of 
the  total  pensions  responsibility  of  the 
annual  conferences  for  their  some  35.000 
ministers  and  lay  employees. 

As  a  hedge  against  further  economic 
declines,  the  board  retained  its  basic  6.5 
per  cent  interest  rate  on  moneys  in¬ 
vested  with  it,  but  said  that  this  would  be 
subject  to  review  at  any  time  during  1975. 
In  the  past  the  board  has  established  the 
rate  for  the  entire  year  in  advance. 


United  States  government’s  decision  not 
to  increase  its  food  aid,  Dr.  Haines  said 
he  believes  “the  church  is  looking  to  us  to 
do  something”  to  help  people  faced  with 
famine  in  various  parts  of  the  world. 

“If  churches  take  the  lead,  such  action 
should  say  something  to  the  govern¬ 
ment,”  he  added. 

While  many  Americans  are  concerned 
about  the  prospect  of  famine  overseas, 
the  National  Division  of  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries  is 
acting  to  help  prevent  hunger  in  the 
United  Slates. 

The  Division  has  granted  $25,000  for 
1975  operation  of  the  Food  Research  and 
Action  Center  (FRAC),  a  four-year-old 
non-profit  law  firm  which  is  working  to 
increase  needy  people’s  access  to  federal 
food  programs. 

“The  rapid  escalation  of  food  prices 


and  the  specter  of  world  food  shortages 
threaten  to  jeopardize  those  advances 
that  poor  people  in  the  U.  S.  have  made 
against  hunger,”  said  Stephen  G.  Brooks, 
FRAC’s  deputy  director,  in  a  report  to 
the  division.  He  predicted  that  next  year 
will  be  “a  crucial  one  for  the  struggle  of 
America’s  poor  to  free  themselves  from 
hunger  and  malnutrition.” 

Supporting  this  view  was  the  Rev. 
Randolph  Nugent,  chief  executive  of  the 
National  Division,  who  said,  “It  is  dif¬ 
ficult  for  many  people  to  come  to  an 
understanding  of  the  intensity  of  this 
problem.  It  affects  young  and  old  alike 
and  in  my  view  is  most  unfortunate  in 
terms  of  both  groups.  It  robs  the  young  of 
life-giving  resources  for  their  develop¬ 
ment  and  it  is  especially  cruel  to  the  old 
who  have  given  of  themselves  in 
developing  our  nation.” 


8  Va  % 

Merest  Fi rst  Mortgage  Church  Bonds 

Per  Year  °  ° 

[Backed  by  The  Methodist  Development  Fund] 

Available  with  maturity  dates  from  10-1/2  to  15-1/2  years  with  interest 
payable  semi-annually. 

This  announcement  is  neither  an  offer  to  sell  nor  a  solicitation  of  an  offer  to 
buy.  The  offer  is  made  by  prospectus  only. 

For  information,  write  or  contact: 

St.  Timothy's  United  Methodist  Church,  Telephone:  [713]  466-5500 

8747  North  Houston-Rosslyn  Rd.,  Houston,  Texas  77088. 

Classified 

Rate:  33c  per  word,  figure  or  Initial  per  In¬ 
sertion.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on 
contract  adver  Islng  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  In  advance.  Minimum  charge  of  68.29 
Service  charge  or  blind  ads  SI  .00  per  Insertion 

OVER  62  AND  HEALTHY?  Retire  on  Mon¬ 
terey  Peninsula  In  a  Methodist  retirement 
borne.  Entry  and  monthly  fees  provide  com¬ 
prehensive  medical  care,  housekeeping  ser¬ 
vice  and  all  meals.  Walking  distance  to  town. 

Bus  and  taxis  available.  Guaranteed  life  care. 
Write:  Administrator.  Forest  Hill  Manor. 
Pacific  Grove.  Calif.  93990.  (408)-37»-S126. 

PEW  CUSHIONS  ADD  to  the  beauty  and 
comfort  of  your  church.  We  specialize  In 
permanently  attached  cushions.  For  in¬ 
formation.  contact:  Randall’s  Upholstery.  406 

S.  College,  Waxahachle,  Texas.  Phone  (214)- 
037-3680. 

COMPANION  WANTED:  To  share  home  with 
active  elderly  lady.  All  expenses  paid.  Irving, 
Texas.  (21 4 >-264-6642. 

HOMEPARENTS  NEEDED  lor  child  care. 

These  are  full  time  positions  for  married 
couples  with  no  dependents.  In  addition  to 
salary,  we  provide  meals,  laundry  service, 
living  quarters  while  on  duty,  sick  leave  j  also 
Insurance  and  retirement  programs  are 
available.  Applicants  must  be  non-smokers, 
non-drinkers,  high  school  graduate,  preferably 
with  college  training.  These  positions  can 
provide  very  rewarding  experiences.  Please 
contact  the  personnel  Department.  Methodist 

Home.  1111  Herring  Ava.,  Waco.  Texas  76708. 

BIBLE  HOSPITAL  BOOK  BINDING  —  30 ' 
years  in  business.  Samples,  price  lists, 
testimonials  sent  on  request  412  South  St. 

Paul.  Dallas.  Texas  7620L  (214)-747-4640. 

FREE:  METHODIST  HOUR,  a  positive, 
quality,  warmhearted  30-mlnute  radio 
program  Is  available  to  you  and  your  com¬ 
munity  without  coot.  Your  only  responsibility 

Is  either  to  get  the  local  radio  time  donated, 
sponsored  or  underwritten.  We  provide  the 
tapes  completely  free.  Write:  Methodist  Hour, 

P.O.  Box  77.  Orlando,  Fla.  32602. 

HONOR  LOYALTY:  Fifty  year  United 
Methodist  pin,  61.26.  Seventy-five  year.  6X50. 

Sold  only  to  churches.  Postpaid  If  cash  with 
order.  Southwest  District.  1402  West  Second, 
McCook.  Nebr.  99001.  j 

PIPE  ORGAN:  Woodbury  3  manual,  all  In¬ 
terior  leathers  recently  replaced.  Splendid 
Instrument  available  because  of  church 
merger.  Rev.  D.  Williams.  210  Harvard  St.. 
Brookline.  Mass.  02146.  (617) -277-6660. 

MINISTERS:  CONTINUINO  EDUCATION. 

Join  Methodists  expanding  Intellectual 
horizons  through  directed  external  studies. 
Graduate  programs  based  on  traditional 
standards  available  to  disciplined  students 
everywhere.  Brochure:  The  Geneva 
Theological  College  In  Indiana,  3037-45th, 
Highland.  Ind.  46322. 

Cushion  For  Church  Pews 

COMFORT  AND  BEAUTY 

AT  PRICE8  YOU 

CAN  AFFORD 

Flowers  Cushion  Service 

Phone  (617)  MIS-9203  Keene,  Texas  76059 

NEW.  LARGE  SCRIPTURE  OREETINo 
NOTES:  4  beautiful  designs,  12  notes.  Lovely 
gift.  Free  catalog.  Send  62.00.  Olive  Tree.  Box 

SO.  Dept.  TM.  Brookevllle,  Md.  20729. 

